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That is° what I wish to obtain. ‘After many
years of dilligent search, I am forced, through . lack
- of proof, to conclude that up to the present hour,
- modern spiritual phenomena  do not settle ‘the
question, that we continue to live after the death of
our “material organisms.” ) .
You perceive that T head my reply with the piv-
otal words of our resolution—¢Absolute Proof.”
. This subjects the phenomena of Spiritualism to
the rigid tests of science, which, of course, you will
not disptte; especially as you say you ¢propose to
demonstrate.” Spiritualists claim what you affirm.
that their system demonstrates the existence of
people after the death of their phvsical bodies, and
furnishes absolute proof that they communicate
with people who still reside. on earth. - Once 1
" shared that view with you;but closer investigation
has compelled me to give it up, which was not. done
willingly. It is a pleasing thought to believe we
shall live forever; mingle with those we knew and,
Joved on earth; make hosts of new . friends among
the immortals; pursue studies that. at best, are but
fairly commenced in th2 courze of the longest of hu-
man lives; grow rich continually in a knowledoe: of |
this magnificent universe—to live and love and
think forever; to visit remote regions of nature
that eclipse in splendor the poor corner of space in
which we dwell; to view the rising and setting
glories of millions of suns of myriad hués.. Once T
reveled in such thoughts by the hour, uver the sup--
posed grandeur of summerland scenes—a land
* whose scenery no eve could fully measure, no
tonrue adequately describe. Suech a home for spir-
itual beings is very beantiful. I wish I had one
poor fact to sustain it. Bnt «if wishes were horses,
beggars might ride.” There is a power mightier
than all the gods; religions and isms: That power
is truth. To that I bow: \Vhether inv former
friends believe I am sincere or not, can’ make no
difference with me. That is a question theveannot
settle for me. I mnst settle it with myself. 'There
are Materialists, who say, they bhave no desire for
endless life. That sentiment I do not share .
with them.  Ilongto live always. . In mv . search
for evidence, first in the church, next in Spiritual-
ism, the evidence, like a will-o’-the wisp, had eluded
my grasp. At first, Christian faith was enouch :to
satisfy me. Then came the announcement - that
spirits were rapping, which served to confirm my
hope of immortal life. I thought, in common
with the generality of Spiritualists, that knowledge
reality of lifs bheyond the grave, had
tha place of faith. Then was [ glad in-
Truth demanded an examination of. the
I discovered, 1T think:
the weakness of Spirltnalism right here; namely.
that the eager desire of human belnes for cont'i(:u—
ed life, makes them almost uncon:ciously “ignpre
whatever is acainst the pleasing thought itselfgy
while thev jovfully welcome every straw in its fag
vor. . Mv experience is, I think, that of tens of
thousands of Spiritualists. - Year after yearI clung
to it tenaciously, as the shéet anchor of my hope —
based, I thought, on kng.yledge. I remember back
to the time, when I gase up seven-tenths of spirit-
ual phenomena as of #¥,yndane origin.  As trickery
an Teraced Trauis became more _commmon, pre-
snmptucus, bold, defiant, I surrendered two-tenths
more. ‘The one-tenth I believed I conld maintain
against the world as purely spiritual in its origin.
The unavoidable conviction seized my mind that 1.
did not know that the tenth was the work of spirits
as surely as I know my own existence; hence, g_'a's
without  “absolute proef.” - I  had iufer-
eunces. in abundance. Origen and Augustine had
the same in favor of Purgatory. All was based p-
on assumiption.” Such is the habit of the human
mind, that by a long course of treating its assump-
tions as facts, it grows to consider them as such.
It was early gettled in the mind’s search for truth
that -no whisper of doubt should be tolerpted
against facts, and the. aphorism, ¢facts are indis-
putable,” . was adopted. No thinker will to:day
call it in question.. Descartes, it is true. took the
‘noble view that to doubt truth would oaly serve to
make it plain by re-examination. A long
" array of musty dogmas, childish fables, foolish fic-
tions. pions lies, came to be a: ¢ ‘pted as facts. The
multitude believed they were fac's. The few
who dared” to coub* the “facts” were made
‘to feel as uncomfnriable as believers could render
.them. How easily people may think they know,

taken
deed. .

pression among Christians, “I know that my re-
deemer liveth.” The Spritualist does not hesitate
to declare that the christian knows no such things,
Spiritua-
lists :witness wonderful phenomena, and strangly
assert that they “know,” and do so honestly. 1 re-
fer to real Spiritualists and medinms who experi-
‘ence ab.normal states of body and mind. There
‘are Spiritualists, however, and mediums, who ouly
believe. I have the testimony of mediums to the
effact that théy are ignorant of the natare of the
power. that possesses them. I .have also the testi-
- meny of a nnmber of medinums who do not now
-aceept Spiritualism. They acknowledge the phe
nomena, but deny that there is positive proof of
their spiritual origin. This is in harmony with my
own experience. At the same time Spiritualists
readily admit that there are bogus spirit manifesta-
tions. Spirituilism has been overwhelmed with
an avalanche of fraud, just as the christian church
in early ages was submerged with the: weight of
false miracles. But the Cliristian, unwilling to re-
linquish his hold upon the “divine,” insist,efi that
false miracles were a proof—a couuterfeit, pre-
.supposes a genuing. At the preseut day, however,
in the.light .of scientific reseaich, the mnost ad-.
vanced Christians do not accept the miraculous.
Spiritualists bave bheen saying, for years, thata
fraud is a proofof fact—a counterfeit presupposes
_a genuine. If this sort of argument i3 brought up,
I will feel it my duty to point out the lurking fal-
lacy in the expression. ] K
~ 1 cannot see how Mr. Roberts is going to give us
" tabsolute proof” of the existence and communica-
tion of spirits; ye* his claim’ is, I grant, in strict
" ‘accord with the basic teaching of Spiritualism ;. to.

‘munication. - A Spiritualist, thercfore, should be
‘one who has no doubt whatever, of the existence of
spirits and of their communication with people on.
earth. This is Mr.-RoUerts’ positign. ~ Rob Spirit-
ualism of this feature—its distingnishing peculiari-
ty and it is then  relegated to-a place amongthe
1 It was
.after ‘'much thinking upon .this: point that T con-
cluded I did not know : - . . o
1. That there are spirits that once lived in’earth-
ly bodies. T o
-7 2. That 8o called ‘communications from alleged
- .gpirits do take place. " . . - } )
+" 8. ThatI shall live forever. . ’
" No matter how-strong my belief may have been;
no matter if I supposed Spiritualism  was founded
- .om facts ; if, at . last, -k 'was compelled tq.conclude

.1 .arrived at that conclusion, justice demanded of.

. . ‘r... For the Boston Investigator. |
" WiF. JAMIESON'S “DECLARATION OF “INDEPEN-

* DENCE.” ;f -
Mz EprTor:—For a quarter of a century I have

| «‘an indeterminate and purely speculative theory,”

“ists join the theologians -in y
' contemptuously . of - the . investigators of nature.

a firm belief in immorality, because I was brought
up in the Methodist faith. The study of science
‘| hasmade me sceptical. = The wore closely I have
searched for knowledge of an unending existence,
the deeper in doubt I have waded. Talk about be-
lief in spirits! =~ What do we know ?  That is the
question. I stand before the public not pledged to
the advocacy of any mere ism. - That is too broad
a platform for many Spiritualists. Following my
own rcason as the best guide I have, I endeavor to
present to mankind, the true and useful. :

_ I have no use for faith. = Christian faith and
Spiritual faith are alike worthless to me. There
is no better platform for a man to stand upen than
manhood—a free, independent man—free to utter
the brain’s best and truest thoughts on any subject;
“bound to no party, to no sect confined.”

I have carefully investigated both Christianity
-and Spiritualism, and find themn both weak where
they ought to be strong. Spiritualists generally
are as superstitious as Christians. - There are, how-
ever, many glorious exceptions; good, Liberal mer
anG women who want the truth, and nathing else.
Spiritualism is a half-way house from Christianity
to Infidelity. . The visions and proplecies and ma-
terialization of Spiritualism have all failed to con~
vince, -and L find myself a full-fledged Infidel.
Amen! e : R T )

. ‘W. F. JAMIESON, 172 Clark street.
- Chicago,-(111.;) Nov. 5, 1878. - - =

Spiritualism had no cause to feel unkindly to-
ward me because of that declaration. It was but
carrying out ‘one -of their .own fandamental doe-
trines, ¢“Follow your own highest convictions.” If
some of them have become embittered, it only
shows that they are still. sectarians. A sectarian
has no objection to any one -following his highest
-conviction,  provided, he will find it within the
favored sect. , Lo e )

All the narrations that friend Roberts will giveus
in support of his proposition can be, at best, I hold,
thevretical, = Probably I am' familiar with nearly
everv.phase he will cite. After a quarter of a cen-
tury’s seeking, I am forced to conclude that there
re no facts to “warrant any one in-saying there i§
¢“absolute proof™ i1 favor of his proposition. * It is
no crime for a man to have been mistaken,. ~ If it
were a ¢rime; then we are all criminals, - I admit
that T have becn mistaken in supponsing  Spiritual-
“isin gave to mankind absolute proof of the immor-
tality of the soul, I have no proof that there is
such a thing a8 ¢“soul”, It is a theory. o
Mr. Roberts admits that Spiritualism, as it exist-
ed, and was defined, prior to March; 1848, was
merely an abstract theory in opposition to the the-
ories of the Materialists. I thank him for this frank
admission, He admits that the Spiritualism -which
was'in opposition to Materialism prior to 1848, was

“entirely. unsupported by positive natural facts.”
The Spiritnalisin since then has no surer founda-
tion.” Whern my friend. again refers to ancient
Spiritnalism he tells us there are volumes of evi-
dence” toshow that < Rochester Knockings” were not
the first snccessful attempt of spirits to communuicate,
Were the “volumes of evidence” ¢absolute proofs?”’
Mr. Roberts says *Neo.?”  He asserts that they were,
only. more or less distinct.” - The ‘“volume of eyi-
dence” since 1848 are in the same uncertain  state, |
[ think: : ) .
My opponent sneers at Scientists. = If there is a
body of men on earth Who supremely love the
truth, it is the -Scientists. . I regret that Spiritual-
aking and writing

Scientists are -not. infallible, neither do they
claim to be. - Notwithstanding, friend Roberts

asserts that ¢‘these gentlemen assume to know

everything, and ~more too, by some monopolized
process.” This‘is'a very _careless statement, and
untrue as it'is careless. ‘*Assume to know every-
thing.” That is just what they do not do.. I wish
our Spiritualist friends were as truly. mordest as the
Scientists. Scientists, instead of seeking knowl-
edge by some ‘“monopolized process,” are doingiall
in their power to induce the masses to become orig-
nal investigators, spending time, wealth and brain
power to popularize science. o

My opponent says the raps *‘refuse to square with
any scientific theory, formula or process,” but ham-
mer away, ‘without rhyme or reason to scientific
ears.” ‘I'canuot perceive how that is a recommen-
datioun of the raps.: So much the worse for the raps.
Mr. Roberts tells us what the “unscientific” know;
whereas, if they do know what he says they know,
they are not-unscientific, but scientific. = In the cat-
alogde of what the unscientific know (!) hetells us
that «from those simple sounds alone, they know
that disembodied aud imimaterial human beings
can alone produce them.” I hazard but little in
declaring that I'think they know no such thing. 1
opine this is'a fair specimen of my friend Roberts’
«absolute proof.” . He is euthusiastic and generous
in assertion; but neither enthusiasm or assertionis
absolute proof. . It is not the question whether
‘philosopher, scientist, religionist or materialist,'can
produce a more rational explanation, than the spir-’
it theory. .. The claim of my friend, on the other
side, is, that it is not a theory, but a fact made plain
by ¢absolute proof.”  Because the authorsof the
raps claim to be human spirits, that does not sdttle.
the question.  That is:the point in issue.  The
authors of the raps are said to be gpirits. It is baid
they claim this themselves. ‘The gut.hors, so-called,
have claimed to be the deyil. Does my friend be-
lieve that? They have claimed many different
things. Do:ithe ‘‘unscientific *now that *‘disembod-
ied and immaterial hbuman beings” exist ? I hardly

think Spiritualists, generally, will agree with Mr.
Roberts. If I understand the Spiritualist philosophy,
Spiritnalists do not know, . nor even believe, that |
there are ‘“disembodied” spirits.. They do not be-
lieve in “immaterial” human beings, yet theso are
the very things that my opponent says they know !
‘My friend will need to be more -accurate in state-
ment than this. 1f his “absolute proof” is no
stronger than this, my friend’s case may as well be
dismissed. We will bave to accept his claim for ab-
solute proof with many grains of allowance.

He says he will-supply me with any number of
facts to place the point beyond question. I will'be
glad to get them. I cannot help smiling at his san-
cuine expectations. For years I was equilly en-
thusiastic and sangnine. He speaks about facts as
if they. were as plenty as  potatoes. Il.et him re-
member that. a fact, as Dr, Johnson said, is the
hardest thing to.get at in the world. - Yes, I shall
"be pleased to Jgtjthe‘facts 5 I bave sought’ for them
earnes: ly for'twenty-five years. 1If friend Roberts
- will let me bave just one, 1 will agree to be satisfied.
He will find, however, that there, is a wide differ-
ence between calling a thing a fact, and producing |
«absolute proof™ that it is a fact.

He thinks I would not deny his alleged facts in

the face of my own experience. . But you see I do.

How many Spiritualists bave denied their old ex-

.planations of their own experiences in Methodism?

My spiritual experienceés I place in the category::of
my Methodist experiences. Once I thought Meth- |
odism was:a proof of the holy ghost. Onge I.be-

lieved Spiritualism was a proof of human ghosts.

In both instances, I think I waM mistaken in‘iny

‘explanation. - . RS
‘We:will apply rules-of logic to the rappings, and
will discover that my. friend is, over-sanguine in '
 supposing they wijll decide this question in thé af-
“firmative. I feel positive that they will ‘decide it
in the negative. CLi T
.My opponent says  no one.has claimed that the.
means of producing raps by mmundané agency have
been discovered. - In that statement he is mistdken.
. : My friend’s guestions: to the Clergy, 1. pass, and’
.am willing to admit:they knoy;ll:o more about-the

}

are unfavorable to a healthy, beautiful I
metrical unfoldmetit, is proof that we should look | fruits: that surreund- us, and- eall.-themni- perfect.

- He'Bays that ‘possession is ﬂfné;bbhmm'la\#, | o

one years. That is the very guestion in issue,

whether they have or not. Prove it. Give us “ab-
solute proofs.” The burden of proof is.with you-
who assert you are.in the affirmative. .So far we:
bave no proof, but plenty of ipse dixit. Bring.on’
your ‘‘absolute proofs.” -

For the preseut we rest, too. ’ .
W. F. JAMIESON. .

THEOLOGY vs. NATURAL LAWS.
[ Contintied.]

BY HELEN MAR.

When contemplating Nature in her grand sub-
limity; when courting her divine favors; when list-
‘ening to the warblings of her sweet-voiced song-
-sters; when beholding the -delicate tints, and inhal-
ing the sweet perfume of her flowers; when contem-
plating the grandeur of her towering mountains,
the beauty of her grand old forests; the enchanting
prospect of prairle and field, can we .decry Nature
and bher overruling care and .beneficence, or deem
her supplies inadequate to the demand made npon
her storeliouse? Nay! The bounteous behests of
Nature assure us that all needs and necessities are
amply provided for in the adaptation of means to
ends. Nature makes no mistakes. Creation as a
whole represents, in all the varied degrees of un-
foldment and development, the beauty, perfeetion
and powers of her immutable and unchangeable
.laws. 'Because man’s limited view of relations and
conditions condemn what to him is not perfect, it
is not an assurance of mistakes, but tends to show
more forcibly, that the laws of Nature wliimate
conditions through the relations which all -things
‘suistain to each other. The law of relation renders
nugatory all attempts to pervert any pricciple of
infinite law, or to adapt all things - to our standard
of measurenient, and to pronounce them perfect or
imperfect, as their relation to us, and our. relation
to them, enables us to judge of their merits or de-
merits. Have we any right to condemn any expres-
sion or manifestation of Nature or her laws? We
think not. As we measure by the same measure-
~ment shall it be meted to us again. In other words,
from the lowest tothe highest in the scale of grada-
tion; from the most ignorant, uncouth and boor-
ish to the most intellectual, cultivated and refined,
each and everyone have their standard of measure- |
ment, and look upon all things that do not comport
or compare favorably with their standard -or ‘their
conception of perfection, as being under condemna-

tion of the infinite laws that projected them  into

life. As we judge of those beneath us in the scale
of unfoldment, so those above us in intellectual
attainments, in refinement and culture, look - upon
us as being under condemnation, because we do
not compare favorably with their conception of the

-perfection of the manifestations of infinite will.and

wisdom. Therefore, in judging, we are only giving
expression to the limit of our ‘capacities.for an ap-
preciation of Nature’s divine laws, or the embry-
otic manifestations thereof.
of her manifestations succuml to conditions that

and sym-

well to the relations and conditions through which
all thihgs are outwrought, before placing the sealioi
condéemnation upon any of God’s creations. . When
man damns or condemns without due consideration
of the laws of the universe, he forges cbains tha
will enslave his own soul in the exact ratio that the
injustice of his judgrnents prevents those who fall
under his condemnation from acquiring the know-
fedge requisite or necessary for a higher develop-
ment of their spiritual nature. .

The manifestations and expressions of omnipo-
tence decree to each and everyoné the divine be-
hest of Nature’s infinite beneficence, in an exact
ratio to the efforts to attain them, whether in the
intellectual, moral or spiritual vineyard, or in the
physical or material : universe. Meun should : ever
deem their attainments and achievements commen-

surate with their efforts, and not condemn Nature

and decry God, if they do not.realize all that their |
hopes and ambitions aspire to.

We have shown most conclusively that all mani-
festations of Nature are the - direct results of the
law of causation, and partake of the nature and
characteristics of their surrounding. ¢onditions, and
are of the sourée a counterpart. We have shown
that all existence is evolved through universal and
unchungeable law; that man, as a result of infinite |
law, is entirely irrespousible for his mental, moral,
or social status, but we would not have him think
that this relieves him from all possible responsi-
bility for his acts. = We have shown that  infinite
diversity makes individuality recognizable, but we
do not thereby include intemperauce, theft, murder
and all the vices to which men are addicted, as-di-
vine necessities to make up this infinite diversity.
We hold, that aithough mankind are irresponsible
for their natural characteristics, their social, mentals|
or moral status, yet they are morally respousible to
the laws that govern the. country in which' they.
live; they are socially responsible to. the edicts of

society of which they form the basic foundation,

and intellectually responsible to the  divinity of
their own souls, if they neglect to improve all ‘op-
portunities for the culture of their minds, the un-
foldment of their mental ‘powers and ‘the develop-
ment of their spiritual natures. |

We may be told, then, that man  is responsible.

for all that he is. = Not more so than the seed that,

in response to Natiire’s divine laws, succt_nnbg. to
unfavorable or responds ‘to favorable  conditions,

and comes forth symumetrical in its -proportions, or

dwarfed and ungracefnl 1u its form. ' Take a tree

those more favorable, and if, by -and:-through the
manipulations of man it becomes more beautiful,
more symmetrical and graceful, he becomes nreas-
ureably responsidble for'its grace, beauty and loveli-
ness. ~So.man, having couditions and advantages
for improvement, schools for mental culture, moral
precepts -for spiritual unfoldment,social laws for re-
straint, béecomes responsible for the fulfilment or
non-fulfilment of the duties that every man owes to
himself, his country and his kind, and imist sufler
the penalties attached to - disobedience, which are
ignoraunce and superstition.  And the penalties are’
not-all worked out upon' this mundanpe sphere..
Any theory that absolves man from the pémilty of |
vice, has no part in the  divinely erdered :plan. of
creation, or creator. Man must, through his own
effort, fit himself for the indwelliug of the pure and
true, or, he can never receive their dxylge “'behests.
Man can only acquire through effort, and this is
‘'most wisely ordered. - If for every neéd - there was
an immediate and -inéxhaustible supply; without
any effort to _attain.it,- wheré would be all the |
achievements that mankind now contémbplate.
with 80 much pride and pleasure? Where .would
be the noble mopuments ‘of architectural beauty
and -symmetry; . the - noble steamships -that™ so
gracefully plough .the .mighty deep- and fearlessly
[face the angry stormi _king as he lashes ‘into fury
old’ ocean’s 'depths? “the -c¢ars ‘'winding: !their
'sérpentine way through - plainsand forests; pluiig-
‘ing into - ‘thei;-bowels: of yonder. piles of granite
rock, and anon winding around their cloud capped
suminits?  Where wouid be the "electric wires that.
now, g‘ii'dle',the‘eai{h," ashing' words of ‘holy -import.
from Tiear and fir, atidiill-the | achievements: that
B e for sonaetons Cbitsion to a1 Fbis viare
-8i for vest, for senseless oblivion  to.all this -tur-
Blgi'mgspd,ﬁ_ strife, all t,l;iiﬁ nrest, this dissatiefied and
’a;n“ g‘li“ﬁoﬁ"s' ‘'world ; * but this dissatisfaction;:this un-
“rest’ ard ¥rnbition, are!divine i levesd dnithe progres-
‘give-development find nafoldiment of the wonderful
powers of -man-,..The divine clapents in man’s.
. nature that qurg diﬁtg‘ﬁo‘utex‘-’ form™ and'’expres--
‘sion all the grand 'achievements in *art stience.and
pechanisy, 'which 'we;: as:-a iodgmmon:; bumanity,

been investigating Spiritualism, commeéncing with

and that the spirits havé had 'possession for thirty-

ook - upon ! with such-awe, wonder and pride, are-

—

"4 boliest and most beautiful gifts.

‘things are outwrought.

The fact that so many | that do not compare favorably with his conceptions

the Infinite.

pestilence level as with-a scythe, and the earth be-
‘comes one: vast- sepulchre of woe, where. rests the

from unfavorable conditions, and swrround it by |.belief, the Jew or the Gentile receive any favors or

‘that is. dishonest aud uatrathful, all viee; all in-

_sameé’ conditibns, with the same relations surround-.

-awaits ‘him and  frréesponsible “for - what - fate “be-

the censoriously condemned elements of selfish-
ness and acquisitiveness. - . These elements are
jewels in the coronet of mentality, the great levers
in calling forth the possibilities of man. They are
divine behests of ‘creative munificence to give to
man the highest and-divinest appreciation of him-
self, and of the divinity enshrined in his own soul.
Why should any gift from an omniscient creator be .
deemed evil or nnworthy? O! man, let no more
such presentations blear fair creation’s page; rob
man, and mock God. Let no more such hideous
monsters stalk forth at midday to rob us of God’s.
Let us ever re-:
cognize in every element of our natures something
beautiful, noble, honest and true, instead of be-:
‘meaning ourselves for the purpose of proving God
traitorous to his creations. R .

Let us ever look at all things as divine. All evil
is only a misus¢ of God’s best and holiest gifts.
The misuse or ‘abuse of God’s gifts, however good
or true-in themselves,renders them evil or unseemly
| in our sight. Never condemn for seeming ill, or
for an unwise application of nature’s divine be-
hests. All things are for wise and beneficent pur-
poses, and are only evil as regards their relation to
us, or our relation to them. :

We would further say, that evil as an.absolute
does not exist; neither has it any part in the
plans or purposes mapped out by infinity; but, it is
the result’ of causes at work to develop and unfold
the beauties of the material universe. Ignorance,
vice and superstition stalk abroad in our lands, and
beneath their folds are hidden the divine behests of
creative munificence, which time in her uncreasing
‘unfoldings will vindicate. In the- future that
awaits us, our moral and spiritual natures will be-
come stronger, our animal natures will become
weaker, and the spiritual will hold the animal na-
ture in abeyance.
of the gods grind exceeding slow. Thus it is with
the wheels of -time. They revolve slowly, but
surely, and mankind through evolution and unfold-
ment will surely and slowly become more refined
and etherealized. Througbout the infinitude of
relations and conditions we will ever find all things
working out the ultimate of their existence, through
the universal laws of Nature. ’

We do not admit that evil exists except in the
sense of our partial observance of infinite laws, and
he relations and conditions through which all
Evil and good are in
direct opposition to each other, and cannot by any
lcgical deductions of the laws of ethies or physics,
be supposed to exist as positives.  Either there is
no positive good, and there is a positive evil; or
there is no positive evil and there is> a positive
good. There is not any thing in this vast universe
that is perfect, nothing but what is changing, -de-
veloping and unfolding; - ever presenting mnew
phases or different degrees of development. ":As
man  with his limited capacities for compre-
hension and appreciation, sees only present radia-
tions, and fails to fathom the infinity of the laws
governing the universe, he deenis all things evil

We behold with -
the beautiful flowers and luscious

of grace, beauty and perfection.
admiration

Years by and we see the same types orspecies,]

coronet of humanity to illuminate and direct in the
path of duty.

Think not that this intuitive consciousness, this
inner monitor ever becomes inactive or inert, that
' it’s silent monitions are ever insensible to the low-

est or vilest! Its gentle chidings are ever heard in
the secret chambers of our mentality. It is the
spiritual - seeking to hold in abeyance the carnal
and physical ; the guntle whisperings of the higher,
the purer and the holier grappling with ignorance,
vice "and . superstition. KEver is heard in gentle
tones its murmured reproaches, its tender- loving
-spmpathy; its pure and holy influence. Oftimes,
alas! its warnings are smothered with the burning
fumes of intoxicating ligquors, or buriéd beneath the*
debris of intellectual and moral insanity; but so
long as reason sits enthroned as the God of human

existence, will its silent admonitions be given to

guide and direct. When mankind recognizes this
as the divinity of their own rouls; as théir only
pastor or preacher, and live up to its highest teach-
ings, will they become as Gods. Then will a con-
sciousness of duty well performed open to them a
heaven replete with harmony, and sweet and holy

influences. The God within their own souls will

'5it as umpire over the conditions and relations that

surround them and put the last enemy under their
feet. Evil will become a myth, and all nature will

sing a glad refrain in consonance with the harmony’
that reigns throughout the universe of God. Thus

we weave the web and woof of eternity. ‘The uni-

versal chain of sympathy that'binds man to man,

will vibrate to symphonious intonations of love and

holy friendship, that shall join in bonds of sweet

fraternity all the great family of man.

It has been said that the mills | & True Friend to Persecuted Trance Me-

diums.

~ MR. EDITOR :—In your issue of Marelh Sth 1
read the acknowledgment of Alfred James, or in
other words, the exposure of the power ‘which con-
trols him. Being a trance medium, I write from
personal knowledge, without referring to or quot-
ing the testimony of others, except such as have
been entranced and subjected to a power outside of
themselves, over which they had no control. Such
mediums as have never been entranced, and such
persons as are generally selected to pronounce
Jjudgment upon manifestations, know no more con-
cerning the conditien-laws governing the trance,
than the wild Arvab knows of civilization. 'There
is s0. much confounded ignorance ‘manifested by
those who require test conditions, that - an attempt
to justify Mr. James and others would seem almost
useless, besides subjecting the defender to the con-
tempt and scorn of the would-be luminaries eof
Moderu Spiritualism. lu my opinion, the truly en-
tranced wmedium is no more respounsible for his or
her control while under the power, than the puny
child would be for an earthquake—the céntrol _let
it be what it may, is alone responsible. For. in-
-stance, suppose the mind and body of an entranced
mwedium were completely-under the control of an
-outside power, and that power was able te think,

ST. RAYMOND OF PENNAFORTE.

Physical Manifestations.

This distinguished Saint, highly extolled by Pope
Clement XI. in 1712, censured the dissolute deport-
ment of the King of Spain, but not being able to
wean him from his wicked inclinations, determined
to leave for Barcelona. The King issued an order
forbidding any person taking him on board a vessel.
Raymond at once revived the miracle of Jesus. He
walked on the water, taking his staff in his hand,
threw his cloak on the surface of the sea, and then
embarked on- this new kind of boat. He arrived
safely at Catalonia, and the very gate of the con-
vent to which he belonged opened itself at his ap-
proach. ;

ST. GENEVIEVE, THE MIND READER.

Her BExtraordinary Spiritual Powers.

This Saint is held in great veneration in the Ro-
man Catholic Church. She was born . in Nanterre
in the year 422, and died in the year 512. in the
90th year of her age. She is regarded with special
veneration in France, and particularly so in Paris, -
in which city she is esteemed as the patroness. A
large volume could be written of her great spiritual
powers, in casting out devils, raising the dead,’
keeping whole communities from starvation. A
few of her eflorts are as follow, which go to show
her very extraordinary gifts.

The historian says she bas performed wonders for
Lwelve centuries, and that augels returned thanks
to Heaven for -the birth of this blessed. virgin.
Father Giry speaks with assurance that the blessed
spirits kept ‘“an extraordinary festival at her birth
and that all heaven was filled with joy.” St. Ger-
manus of Auxerre asserts the same thing. These
are acknowledged authorities in the Romish
Church. The following are the peculiar traits of
this Saint : :

Being filled with the Holy Ghost, she could tell
people their secret thoughts. (This is called mind-
reading at the present period.) B

From 15 to 50 years of her age she fasted on ev-
ery day of the week excepting Sundays and Thurs-
days. On these days she ate beans and barley
bread three weeks old.

A woman once stole her shoes, and was struck
blind for the theft. When she returned the stolen
shoes her sight was restored. g -

Desiring to liberate centain prisoners, who were
condemned to death at I’aris, the locked gates of
the city opened at her presence.

Twelve men in Paris, possessed with devils, were
suspended in the air, by her power, until all the
devils dropped out of them. o

speak, and act from his own standpoint through
the medium, could auny one: d ‘of common

You might as'well blame a psychological subject for

acquaintance. Is it just to condemn the first ‘pre-
sentation as not legitimate, or as abortions, because
through the law of evolution .there has been pro-
duced: greater degrees of perfection and beauty?
Because a large proportion ef the manifestations or
expressions of nature, whether in the animal or
vegetable kingdom, succumb to unfavorable condi-
tions, and present a dwarfed, uncouth, and unsatis-
factory evidences of the laws that project them.
into existence, it is no proof that they exist' under
the ban of Omnipotence, on the condemnation of
Time, with her magic wand, will re-
fine, unfeld, purify, and develope; and through the
infinity of the laws that govern and control, what
may seem now to be under condemnation will
shine as beacon'stars in the firmament of infini-
tude. As the stars differ from each other in glory,
so will maukind, whether. mortals or angels,
whether . physical or spiritual beings, ever differ in
the degrees of their unfoldment, morally, intellect-
ually, and spiritually. Yet not one of all the
great family of maun is bereft of the supervening
care of the infinite. . : .
The planets, the worlds that revolve in the firma-
ment above us,-the ocean in its measureless
depths, the forests in' their dreamy splendor,. the
tiny plaut and sturdy monarch of - the forests, the
restless mite and the huge ]leviathan, all speak in
tones of tenderness and love of the wonderful and
sublimeé revelations of nature’s divine laws,and the
supervening lavishrness of ‘her-teeming wealth." Not
one of ber creations; from the lowest to the highest
in the scale, but what receives alike her bounteous.
behests. ‘ . :
We have said evil, as a positive element; does not
exist.: If all' things are the direct results.or effects
of . the law of ' causation, and . this law in its opera-
tion, at times, produces inharmony and discord; if
the storm king lashes with fury nature’s.‘fair do-
main; if fire and' flood, war and rapine; famine and

responsibility? You do not see these destructive
elements ‘turning either to the right or left'to slay |
particular ones or to save anyone from the fate of

all. ‘Neither the king upon bis throne, the beggar
upon his .pallet .of straw, the Christian upon his |.
bended knees in supplication, the infidel in his un-

escape the common lot of all. - Therefore,"we must
¢onclude that one is as much under the ban of
Omnipotence as another, that one is as just.and as i
legitimate an expression of iniinite law as ancther, |
that none are chosen as the elect, nor any éon- [
demned before their birth. = The, law of causationg
then,-inflicts injuries- and bestows blessings upon

all atike. ‘The bounteous behests of -creative mu- {
nificence falls alike upon_all, the gentle rain to°
bless and invigorate, the refulgent rays of the sun
to revivify and-rejuvenate, the myriad stars that'}
gem the firmament.to decorate and illumine: :
..+All nature, in her grand. and beautiful, works,
inspires with awe and reverence. . Why shonld we
deem thi evil without a thorough analysis of
the - causes "at ‘work to produce them, and-the ele-
ments surrounndingand- entering into - the physical
and ' spiritual o isms?.. We should ever be just,
but: cbharitable to-all. We should ever condemn all

temperance and impurity, all that is ‘unholy and
nnchaste. We :should . ever: remember that all of
‘the great-family of nan are infinitely and. inter-
minably woven:together, as _one, by the electrical
chords of aflinity, and that if we had been con-
ceived ‘germinated and born under -exactly the

ing us, we would have been ¢ fac simile of those
we 80 censoriously condemn.. We are ereatures. of
circumstances. Couditions and relations “fashion
the materials out of - which we:are evolved. - Cli-
‘matic and . planetary. conditions miould, form and

.within_with the without. Man isa waif upon the
shores of. time, uhconscious of "the-’ finglity that

‘ queaths him: through -these instrumentalities. ---
Notwithstanding hig irresponsibility in regard. to,
‘his .secial, and moral, status begueathed To him
through infinite law; yet he'is” morally~ responsible
for'a- disobédience 'of  itlie’ ¥iws>of the conntry:int
“which he Mves; socially responsible.for- peglecting:
to cultivate bis: intellectaal. faculties ; and. spirit-.
ly responsible for not h thie intditive con-

.deaf to my arguments.

imagined - than described, not that I cared so much

for the deception which had been practiced upon

tively declared tbat I Zad drawn a prize, that [ had

.benefit “of 'your’ pwchase money, and the prize
-whichsurely awaits you on the spirit side. -

;er, causing them Yo act as they are acted upon.
-my opinion; this same power explains the conduct

‘stich appoint a committee (who are opposed to

‘ever of tlie: laws governing the medium) to sit in

develup us;:-education and. association blend the |

his acts while under the control ofthe operator, he
causing his subjects'to act as it pleases him to dic-
tate. Mr. James affirms that his spirit guides di-
rected him to bring certain artlcles into the material-
izing cabinet for their especial use; now, if the
mind of the medium was so impressed or psychol-
ogized, as to cause him to act upon their direction,
was he to blamé for doing as he did while under
their positive control? 1 emphatically answer,
no! 'To illustrate, in the year 1850, while 4 resi-
dent of Harbor Creek, Pa., I became acquainted
with one Bowen, a strong, athletic man, but an
easy subject to my psychological power, whom I
could control in many ways, against his positive
will and that of his outside friends. I could im-
press his mind that on a certain day he must come
to my house and bring certain articles which
I had named. The day specified arriving, tke man
Bowen was sure to come, bring the articles,
although his friends tried all in their power to hold
him against my will, but failed. Further, to show
the power of mind out of the body upon mind in
the body for experimental growth of soul, I will
relate an experience, which at the time
seemed “strange, and, as I thought, uncalled for.
In the year 1869, while residing in Sacramento,
Cal., 1 was directed by my spirit guides te purchase
a ticket in the lottery, to be drawn in"San Fran-
ciso. I was assured by them that 1 should win a
prize. I remonstrated against the idea of obtaiding
money under such circumstances, but they were.
At last the power gained
coutrol and I purchased my ticket, fully expecting
to realize the suin ‘named by my guides.- The day
for the prizes to be drawn came and passed; my
ticket drew a blank. My feelings can better be

for the loss of the ticket or the anticipated prize, as

me. . . . .

Alone  in. my rrom, in a negative state, I was
asked by my. guide how I liked my prize. :I said,
vou have deceived me. Why you made me throw
away my money and lessen my confidence in you
is beyond 'my power to conceive. My guide posi-

cast.my bread upon the water and would receive it
after many days.” -It was represented in this wise :
Between your sphere and ours, there is a great lot-
tery wheel; those drawing blanks upon. your side
are changed to prizes on our side, so you see that
you were not deceived and will receive the full

X think the above facts plainly show the power of
wmind over mind, the stronger controlling the weak-
In

of 'Mr. James and others who. are under positive
control. ' There are many men who -have not brain
matter enough to judge for themselves-whether a
meédiam acts by his own power or is acted upon;

spirit manifestations and-have no knowledge what-

judgment and pronounce whether the medium is
genuine or a fraud, at the same time the committee
conld :not tell the difference between a spjrit or a
horse-block. : R . '
In clgsing, I will . say to all trance mediums, act
.as you are acted upon ; do not allow, yourselves to

publie. "Avoid' also, ‘as far as in your power, spirit
‘influences’ which.are brought - into the seance by
the sceptic, for.such influences will lie and deceive
if in their power, as well as those whom they serve. .
1 also advise the public in gereral to take no stock
in those who profess to be leaders in Spiritualism,
or.in the appointments of certain ones claiming to
constitute spiritual aristocracy. . .

U ‘M. L. SHERMAN, M. D.
ADRIAN, March 14. ' ) .

i

: ' The World Mpves.

_..The Imperial Government in China has recently
-issued. an;order. closing all the Buddhist nunneries.
‘Wealthy women’ aré the chief supporters of these
‘nunneries.”” “The niuns have deluded them into be-
- lieving that:grehy mherit!is 4o be-dcquired. by found-
ding: and ) supporting: -such establishments.. -Indi-
-Viduals buy an interest in thé pray

v

iterest in the prayers of these nuns,
g’ ‘from ‘4 few cents ‘cash to several:

séiousness of right and’ wrong; implanted ‘in every'

“human soul ; “which - is “the “divine teacher. in &he -

‘be placed under test conditions-to gratify a carping |

A child four years old fell into a pit and was

the products of the seeds we once so admired, and | 3€Pse, blame the powerless . medium for.the acts ? | Killed. Genevieve covered the dead body with her

behold! a far greatér degree  of beauty, perfection:|.
-and loveliness, than were found in.those of,a»f_o!:ln_ér

mantle,’ life was restored and the child was bap-
lepd B e g Bt e rottng.
forgive a servant his‘-;;’f:u:s $::t:eriz?<; wr;aﬁ%zsl‘n‘g‘bx
chill or ague,” in answer to her prayer. During
his chill his “tongue hung out like that of a boar.”
The master forgave the servant and St. Genevieve
relieved him of his chill.
One day a little girl was carrying a bottle of oil.
St. Genevieve broke the bottle because she said
she could see the devil in it; but the oil was
blessed at the same time and the girl carried it
home safely. The people who saw this performed, -
¢“marvelled that the Saint saw the devil in or on
the bottle, and were greatly edified.” )

At times the Saint ‘shed so great an abundance
of tears as to wet the floor of her bed-chamber.”

«Many miracles were wrought at her tomb and
wonld undoubtedly Fave been wrought to the end
of the world had her relics remained there.”

Spiritualistic Advance.
ANOTHER WAVE AT HAND.

The Moody tidal wave has swept over every class
of Baltimore society. ‘It bhas been; for weeks, the
main subject discussed . in the marts of trade, the
shops of working people, the groups on stréet cor-
ners,-the doinestic circles- in thousands-of home-
steads. It is no longer a wonder, a phenomenon, a
matter of curious speculation.
widely and;well.  There seems a.little abatement
of public interest, but the meetings are still:crowd-
ed, and mauy persons are still being quickened into
a higher life. It now seems as if the wave of relig-
ious zeal and spiritual aspiration was to befollowed
by a new wave of spiritualistic phenomena and be-
lief. Nearly a fortnight ago, Mansfield & Co.,
which, it seems, is another name for- Warren, alias,
Fay, gave several entertainments a la Davenport,
which were moderately successful. Spiritualists

‘had no confidence in the show, though .not denying

that some members of the troupe have mediumistic
wers. .

- The interest in Spiritualism seemed dead for the
last six months, except as shown in private circles.
The Lycenms had disbanded and there had been few
lectures. When the Keenes and other travelling™ -
mediums came here, they met with but indifferent
success, and the only medium who made any morey
has been Mrs. Danskin, who, as a trance and heal-
ing medium, is said to realize four or five thousand
dotlars a year. Her large practice is, however,
mostly from patients at a distance.  Eight or ten
days ago, another healing medium, named Dr. En-
rique Colford came here, and is"now engaged in the
cure of the sick and in getting up development cir-
cles, where the nervous sensibility and aural influ-
ence are so cultivated and developed that most per-
so1is can be made to show mediumistic powers. 'Dr.
Colford is a very intelligent gentleman, and is -
awaking some interest. @ Within a few days, a me-
dium of both American: and European reputation,
has come to Baltimore, and has given such striking
tests that she is attracting much attention,

A business man, who called at the Standard
office after a visit to her, informed us that he had
been converted at the Moody meetings in Dr. Ley-
burn’s church, but the tests she gave were so com-
plete, so unquestionable that he . was not only a
Christian determined to 1lead a good life, but a
Spiritualist who had actual proof that there - could
be communication from spirits. n We have since
met with a number of other persons who have had
seances with the same medium, Miss Lottie - Fow-
ler, who is stoppiug at the Mansion Bouse, and
they all say that they had the rost satisfactory. tests
to prove the-life after death. Que of them was a
newspaper attache, another one of our richest citi-

.| zens, and " a third, one of the highest officers of a -

leading fraternal order ' It looks very much as if a
Miss- Fowler has letters of the strongest character,

from leading members of nearly every reigginé
‘received by them tlirough her. “She was one-of the

Dialectic Society. experimented.

~ She has been widely noticéd by the: papers both .-

of this country and Europe, and the verity of her
meditimship has never-been questioned.: That her - .
wonderful tests have already had .a marked. effect

SoMars; aodortng Ith or 1 '
8] aicta  10°the 'wealth of ity of the:
3 ling 15°the wealth ;r ‘:,beml_x_;)fc? :.‘e; ‘Tesults cannot

.in this: city is simply a matter of fact. . her
be foretqld.—Bq@Qirnqce Standard.

It has doneits work ~

new tidal'wave was-to follow the Moody. revival.

family of Europe, certifying to the ‘wonderful tests =,
medioms with whom the scientists of.t,‘he.’ Lgn,don - 73 -
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Who are the False Teachers?—Who

. are the Worst Enemies of Man-
kind? :

Wb are led to ask the above questions in view of
the recent. Circular Letter issued by Archbishop
Wood, of Philadelphia.  This letter was pulillished
as an item of news in the T’hiladelphia ZTimes, of
the :17th inst, without note .or comment from the
editorial management of that paper. The letter in
question sets forth, with startling frankness, the

schemes of the Roman ‘Catholic Hierarchy in this.
“country. It is an address to the Clergy and Laity

of that church appealing tothem to come to the
support of the “Holy See,” as against its enemies
Wilio those enemies are is not specifically stated and
therefore it is a natural inference that the Catholic
Church regards all as its enemies who do not recog-
nize its preeminent ecclesiastical claims to be re-
gnrhcd as the only source whenee truth, as it isin
God, can come. In thatcase that Church is arrayed
in hostility to all who will not concede to her the
rigﬁtfuhfcss of that groundless pretension. The
lotter contains a  serics . of assumptions wholly at
variance with the rights, duties and interests of the
- people of this nation, and the friends of religious
freedom should rally as one man to meet the issues
which this aggressive movement of the Roman
Catholic Church, in America, demands. Believing
that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty, we can-
not but feel that prompt and decided resistance to
the ruinous schemes of aggrandizement and false
teachings of that Church, is necessary in -order to
render this a land of mental, moral and spiritual
freédom. ' o :
Archbishop Wood’s circular letter is an appeal to
the clergy and laity of the Catholic Church to con-

tribute material and financial aid to meet ¢‘the tem-’

poral necessities of the Holy See.” Those necessi-
ties are designated to be the support and mainte-
nance of “the dignity and independence of the
Holy Father, which the enemies of the Church not
onl‘y strive to weaken, but, if possible, to entirely
destroy.” The Archbishop says:  ¢We feel certain
that the appeal we now make for the reigning
_Pontiffy Leo XIII., will receive from you a liberal
response.” Reader, mark the significance of. the
designation whiclhh Archbishop Wood, an American
citizen, applies to the Roman Pontiff. He charac-

terizes him as ‘“The reigning Pont.'iﬂ‘.f’f If a reign-

ing | Pontiff, over whowm does Léo. XIII. reign?
Certainly not over Italy, or the City of Rome; for
King Humbemn, the rightful successor of Victor
Emanuel, united Italy’s chosen sovereign, with the
approbation of the Italian nation, reigus over them
without let or hindrance from this ‘reigning IPon-
"tiff.” What means this claim of royalty for the
Roman Pontiff from the lips of an American citi-
zen? Would he have his followers to believe that
thef’ Pope is a reigning sovereign in any land where
he is represented through ecclesiastical subordi-
nates? If so, he should be taught that the use of
suci) arrogant balderdash is an insult to American
frcemen, whether i." or out of the Cdtholic Church.
In view of the recent encyctical letter of Leo X111,
claiming for the “Holy See” the pre-eminent right to
coutrol and govern the people of the several natipns
of the world, the ecclesiastical designation of ““reign-
ing Poutiff” is of greatsignificance. Not less siguifi-
cant is the declared object and purpose for which
. Archbishop Wood makes his appeal. That object and
pufpose is to obtain money to meet “the . temporal
necessities of the Holy See.” :
these? Mark this. Money is ot appealed for to

" meet the Spiritual or Ecclesiastical fequirements of

the Holy See; but “the temporal necessities” of it.
“There is but one sense in which the term temporal
necessities can be used and understood in this con-
‘ It relates to the political neccessities of
the ““IHoly See” and not to its ecclesiastical require-
ments. As that See has sent out its encyclical noti-
fication to all the nations of the world, that it
claims paramount jurisdiction over the religibus,
educational, social and political aflairs of each of
them; and that it would, as .opportunity should
offer, assert and exercise that jurisdiction, it would
be the height of folly to treat with indifference the
concurrent utterances of the I’ope and of his influ-
ential American representative, Archbishop Wood,
in . relation  to the assumed status of the Roman
See. .
rchbishop Wood says to those whom he ad-
dresses:
e A L A I iz Arent, 10y Porlance |
and that dignity and Independence are what the ene-
_ m1ies of the Church not only strive to weaken, but, if
possible, to entiroly destroy.”

The significance of that sentenee can hardly be
over-estimated. In. what respect is the dignity
and independence of the Holy Father as the Spirit-
ual and Ecclesiastical Head of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, either threatened or interfered with ?
Most ocertainly not anywhere among civilized
nations. No one has sought to interfere with his
rights as the Pontiff of that Church-—most certainly
no one in this land of religious and personal free-
dom. What is resisted here, and elsewhere, is his
arrogant claim of the rights to rule the souls and
bodies of his fellow-men, whether they are within
or without the pale of the Church which chooses
to accept him as ifs ecclesiastical head. This
«Holy Father” chooses to regard and designate
those who contemn the temporal qutbority which
he h.spires to,and which he most offensively and
persistently asserts, as the enemies of the ¢‘Holy
See.” . The people of these United States, whether
in or out of the Catholic Church, are by reason of
their natural obligations as citizens of the countiry,

- bound to antagonize any such pretensjons to tem-

- poral authority, as that asserted by Leo XIII., in

his Encyclical Letter, the monstrous inculcations.

' of which we denounced in a‘former number of this

journal. Any American citizen who asserts the
right _of the Roman Pontiff to universal pre-emi-

nent temporal as well as ecclesiastical authority, is
a foe to his country, her institutions and his fellow-
citizens. This truth may. as well be recognized
and acted upon at this time as later—for
the * assertion of the Pontifical claim
to temporal power is so entirely subver-
sive "of the natural rights of mankind, as to
render a violent and bloody settlement of those
claims inevitable-if they are persisted in. Is it the
part of prudence and good sense to allow this
dangerous course on the part of the Catholic Heir-
archy, in this country, to proceed without the most
earnest opposition ? We feel that it is not; and,
therefore, most earnestly protest against] and de-
nounce it. V '

As the PIPontifical inducements to American citi-
zens to bring forth their Peber—penog, in aid of the
“temporal necessities of the <Holy See,” Archbishop
Wood says: . .

««The Holy Sec is the rock on \‘vhlch the Chlirch is
founded ¥ * From the teachings of the
Holy See we derive the truths of the faith in all their

urity and integrity * * ‘What it teaches

s true; what it condemns is false. It never ceases to
teach, and always teaches the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, as it is in God.” .

Are those assertions true, or are they false? If
true, then are all who do not believe and acknowl-
edge their truth guilty of a grievious error. If
they are false, as we know and declare, then they
merit the condemnation and reprobation of all true
friends to humanity. Let the latter arouse to a
true sense of this momentous issue, and let there
go forth from the press, pulpit, rostrum and school
in America one united protest against this insulting
assumption. What! the Papal See to do the think-
ing for us, and to decide and govern in relation to
all matters which concern the welfare of the souls
and bodies of mankind? 'We have here the divine
attribute of. infalibility claimed by and fora poor,
weak, ambitious man, who is a suppliant beggar for
aid from his deluded followers, to enable him to en-
force his - claim to  direct, comx_nand, control and
govern the human race. This infalible ‘embodi-
ment of the <«Holy See” is regarded not only as
sane, but worthy of the personal adoration of .ra-
‘tional men by tens of millions of ‘the human fami-
ly. . Let any Spiritualist, or other person, other
than this arrogant head: of the. Roman Catholic
Church, set up any such preposterously and ab-
surdly groundless claim, and persist in it, and they
would be regarded and treated. by all rational peo-
ple-as positively insane. ' And -yet, so deep has this
cunningly fostered fallacy of papal infalibility taken
root, even here in America, that an American Ro-,
man Catholic Archibishop has the effrontery to pub-
licly assert and proclaim’ it; and the American
press, pulpit and people, with few notable excep-
tions, tacitly acquiesce in the propriety of .this -ab-.
surdity. No man of influence, who recognizes or
asserts, on American soil, the infalibility of the,
¢«“Holy See,” can be any otherthan the deadly and
most dangerous enemy of "American institutions;:
and of the God-given rights of his fellow citizens. -
Such a man is Archbisliop Wood, and the sooner he
is made sensible that his true position is understood
the better it. will be for him and those he repre-
sents Neither Pope Leo XIII., nor any other Pope
that ever lived; were anything more than poor,
weak, ambitious impostors, who sought and labored
to deceive their fellow-men; a work in which they
were successful only so far as they could work upon
the superstitious fears of mankind, whose ignorance
and dread of the consequences of the change called
_death, enabled these hawghty and ‘deceiving pre-
lates to attain a most deplorable and ruinous suc-
cess. If Archbishop ‘Wood chooses to ‘worship

‘What necessities are

of Trent; is exceedingly profitable to Christian péo-
ple.” Can it be belleved that mankind or any con-
siderable number of them are 30 lost to all sense of
self-respect and common prudence as to allaw the
Catholic Church to go on in its wholesale work of-
demoralizing and corrupting maunkind with such
malevolerit and destructive teachings . and actions.
Highwaymen, assassins, robbers, thieves, cheats,
swindlers, defaulters and plunderers-of all descrip-
tions, the Catholic Church saysto you that you can
design and commit no crime, for’ which you may
not obtain dispensation or indulgence, provided you
share sufficiently with the priesthood of that church,
the fruits of your crimes. This is the plain'and un-
mistable meaning of this Circular Letler -of Arch-
bisop Wood. Is it not too abominable for endurance.
Yea, verily! Here in America, under a govern-
ment the laws of which are the most liberal and
beneficent ever instituted by man; in a land where
education and intelligence are more universal than
anywhere on the tace of the globe; and in an age
which betokens the dawn of the brightest day of
progress that has ever come to hnmanity; the Roman
Catholic Church has pro¢laimed the odious, wicked,
demoralizing and corrupting purpose cf selling in-
dulgences for the commission of crime to the citi-
zens of this Republic in order to raise the pecuniary
means to prop up the crumbling and falling ruins
of the Papal power. Nothing short of the most
desperate necessity or the most insolent contempt
for human reason could have prompted such an
outrage. :
Can it be possible that men and women can be

found even within the Catholi¢ Church who are so

destitute of self-respect and common sense as to seek
%&id of that Church to help thera commit and share

I them the fruits of their criminal acts? The
Catholic Church must know or think so, and hence
the importance of tearing up by the roots a religious
organization that fosters such iniquity. It was just
such corrupt proceedings, by that Church, as those
which Archbishop Wood holds up as the great in-
centives for its support, that drove Martin Luther
from it. Is there no Martin Luther in that Church
to-day to protest against the ecclesiastical corruption
‘which this vaunted *“Sale of Indulgences” betokens
as perroeating that religious body? But the saddest
thing of all is, to thus be made to know that there
dre people of intelligence, and claiming to be
Christians, who are so superstitionally ignorant of
their obligations aud duties to -themselves, their
fellowmen and to God, as to suppose that any
priest can relieve them from the natural and just
consequerices of their criminal actions, and to be
willing to purchase that relief with money derived
from their crimes. . . :

We are not the enemy of those who are honestly
-and sincerely identified with the Catholic religion,
‘as members of the Roman Catholic Church; but we
are the uncompromising enemy of that <Holy See,”
that on American soil seeks to engraft its deadly
mental and moral teachings on the’ American mind;
there to work the corruptions which have charac-
terized the operations of that “Holy See” since it
was first established:” We say to Archbishop Wood
if you must have a ‘“Holy See,” have it within the
walls of the Vatican, where you can enjoy it to
your heart’s content, but seek not to implant its
‘pestilential seeds in American soil.

‘We will hope to hear how far our words of warn-
ing have fallen upon attentive ears. We stand
ready to unite in any public demonstration look-
ing to an open and active opposition to the mis-
chievous teachings of the “Holy See.” More im-

Pope Leo XI11., he has ‘undoubtedly the natiral |
right - to .do -it, absurd as such a worship is; but
when he claims the right to teach that -as infalible
truth which is subversive of every right, natural
and divine, of humanity, he will find his claim not
only questioned, but resisted—unyieldingly resisted
untll it is abandoned. . : . -

But in order that our readers shall bave an idea
of what Roman Catholicism is, as itis expounded and
taught by American Archbishops of that Church,
we present them with the following paragraph in
exlenso. o : .

“Through the Holy See we receive the Sacrament.s;
which our divine Saviour inslLituted as the channels
of grace. The Holy See selects our Bishops and au-
thorizes their cousecration.  Without such authorization
that consecrafion would be unlawful. The Bishops thus
lawlully counsecrated ordain. our Priests, Through
the ministry. of the priesthood, we receive the life
giving Sacramenss. The priest baptizes the infant;
he forgives our sins in the Saciament of penance; he
nourishes our souls with rthe bread of angels; he cele-
brates the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for the living
and the dead ; bhe blesses the marriage tie: he consoles
the living and with the Sacrameat of Extreme
Unction, prepares the dying for their last struggle .
and final victory. * S *: "

s From the Holy See comes the power of dispensing
wlien necessary from the impediment wisely institu-
ted by the church for the purity of the family and the
‘integrity of the marriage contract, and without such
dispensations the marriage wowld be invalid.”. .

* In this summary of the services which the “Holy
See” performs for those who avail themselves of its
beneficient action, the claim is set up that without
the “Holy See,” none of these services or benefits
could - be obtained ; hence the antagonism of the
«Holy See” to all rival religious systems. . Were
the ‘Holy See” to cease to exist, the sacrameénts
which our divine Saviour instituted as the channels
of grace, would cease to exist also. What do you
think of that bungling arrangement, on the part of
the Divine Saviour, ye followers of the Nazarene ?
The salvation of mankind left 'to depend upon the
perpetuity of a man made “Holy See!’. I don’t
believe a word of it; do‘you? But  think of it,
reader ; not only is the “Holy See” the one true,
and lawful ecclesiastical authority, but it claims to
have the true and lawful right to delegate to the
priests whom She consecrates, the power to forgive
the sins of those who will seek that forgiveness in
the Sacrament of Penance, as prescribed and ad-
ministered by a Catholic priest. Is this net a most
impious and detestable fraud? What! divine jus-
tice given into the keeping of a set of deceivers
whose soul study i3 to manage to wring the last
cent out of their deluded victims, in order that they
may the more completely rule and govern them ?
Another device to extort money which these im-
pious greedy deceivers use, is the pretence that by the
celebration of Mass, that the crimes of the living
and the dead may be forgiven ; andrich- is the pe-
cuniary harvest whichsthese cunning imposters reap
from their dishonest device to plunder their fellow-
men. Even the' marriage relations of the people
are invaded by these social harpies, and made a
rich source of revenue, at the expense of both the
parents and children involved in their destructive
interference in the affairs of marriage. They have
even tlie audacity to impeach the validity of all
marriages which they are not permitted to control,
There seems no limft to their insolence and-aggres-
sive proceedings. How long will this thing be per-
mitted to go on without meeting the end it de-
serves ? )

But, as if the false and groundless pretense that
the Catholic priesthood have the power to grant
dispensation from, and forgiveness for sins com-
mitéd, was not enough—and more than .enough—
to demonstrate the vile, selfish and greedy nature
of the Roman Catholie Hierarchy, Archbishop
Wood has ventured to proclaim that the ¢Holy
See,” following in the wake of the Council of
Trent, has been, and is_engaged in the sale of in-

‘which is in store for évery human soul;:

dulgences to perpetrate and commit sin and crime.
He says: “The Holy See enriches us” (the Arch-

bishops, Bishops and Priesis) from the holy treasure

portant action was never needed. Friends of mental,
moral and personal freedom, will you respond ?

The New Dispensation—The Be:

ginning of a New Era. o
When in the course of huma.nfevents consistency
constrains a man to depart from any usage or cus-
tom which has been universally observed and prac-
ticed by the people among whom he lives; it is due
to them and himself that he should fairly state his
reasons for the unusual course he may take.
The time has come in the history of Modern
Spiritualism which renders it proper, if not import-

ant, that Spiritualists should so act as to clearly in--

dicate their appreciation of its advent and mission
as a new and most momentous teaching, not only
to themselves, but to the human family.

At various periods in the world’s history events
have occurred which have produced such great
revolutions in the thoughts, babits and actions of
mankind, or of large masses of people, that they
have been regarded as worthy to mark the com-
mencement of a new era. Such were among the
Jews, the era dating from the lives of the patriarchs
—the era dating from the departure of the Jews
from Egypt—the era dating from the erection of
the Temple, and from the reigns of the Kings of
Judah and Israel—the era dating from the Babylo-
nian Captivity—the era of the Greeks—the Alex-
andrian era, and the era that dated from the ‘Crea-
tion. Such were among the Greeks, the Olympian
era—the era dating from the taking of Troy—the
Arganotic era. = Such among the Romans were the
era dating from the foundation of Rome—the era of

1 Alexander the Great—the Julian era, and the era
of Diocletian.

Such among . the Mohammedans
was the Hegirian era, which dated from the flight
of Mahommet. Such among the Persians was the
éra of Yezdegird; and such among the Christians’
were the Consular era, which continned in use
until the sixth Century—the Aera Diocletiana,
dating from the accession of Diocletian to the
throne of Rome, and the Dionysian era that dates
from the Conception of Christ, long designated as
the Vulgar era, but now as the era of our Lord.
The latter era is the one chronologically used at
the present time by most civilized nations, and is
the one in universal use in this country. To in-
augurate a new era, or to seek to do away with an
established one, can only be justified by the gravest
and most important reasons. Such reasons, we feel,
attach to the meusure we are abount to adopt, which
is nothing less than to publicly recognize and pro-
claim the advent of Modern Spiritualism, to be an
event that marks an epoch in the history of the
world, without a parallel—an epoch which is des-
tined to witness a revolution and growth in all that
can elevate the minds, morals and material inter
ests of the human race, such as has hitherto. been
unknown. Already, within the short space - of
thirty-one years, since its advent, Modern Spirit--
nalism has done more to-break the shackles which
ignorance, superstition and unreasoning selfishness
had fastened on the minds and. bodies of men than
all other teachings put together have ever done:
It has robbed death and the grave of the soul-
crushing terrors which destroy the peace and hap-
piness of tens of millions .of earth’s inhabitants;
it has vindicated as no' other teaching has’
ever done, the Omniscierice, " the . Omnipo-
tence and the Omnuipresence. of the all-creat-,
ing—all-impelling—all-governing - Spirit; - it - has
demonstrated as no-other' téaching - has ‘done, the:
perfectability of individual mat, and’ the ‘complete |
and universal redemption from all sinand.suffering.
it. has dis-:
pelled every appearance of imperfection: and parti--|
ality .from the Divine plan copéérning man and
illustrated the wisdom and justice of that plan as
no dispensation or teaching has ever done-; it offers

Savior of mankind.
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of Indtdgaxce;, the u-e of v&hicb,iqnﬂ’:thé ‘Ct;imcl_l‘ 'the only uﬂomlexplgn.ﬂ&i;ofﬂ:e efvoluﬂ_gnury

development and growth of the religions, philceo
phies and sciences -that have. prevailed in all the

) past ; and judging of its fature from ‘its past beni-

ficent achievements, it is .destined to prove the

Not only has Modern Spiritualism accomplished
all these grand and inestimable-results for mortal
man; but it bas found its way-into ‘the darkest
corners and recesses of the spirit sphere, and has
lighted and warmed myriads of hopeéless and de-
spairing spirits into life whose resurrection from a
death-like sleep is filling both the spirit world and
earth with their shéuts of victory and praise. This
glorious blessed work is now progressing with ever
increasing activity, and heaven and earth will soon
resound with its ¢“glad tidings of great joy.” Al-
ready the earth trembles with the resistless march-
ing of the advanced spirit hests, who come at the
command of the Creator, to batter down every
prison wall and set their brethren free..

The ﬁgsj; . sound of that advancing army was
heard at Rochester thirty-one years ago, and was
greeted by a child of tender years, to whom belongs
the immortal distinction of originating, by that
greeting, the grandest era of all the ages.

The teaching which has grown out of that appa-
rently humble event is so far before all the teach-
ings that ever preceeded it that it merits, in every
sense to be denominated THENEW DISPENSATION.

A few days since a medium, Mr. Oliver Bliss, re-
siding at Sicklersville, N. J., came to this office and
said he had been requested by spirits to come there
and to suggest to us the desirableness and propriety
of formally acknowledging publicly our recognition
of Modern Spiritualism as a New Dispénsation of
truth and knowledge, such as was worthy to make
the beginning of a new era. We felt the force and
wisdom of the suggestion, and at once expressed
our willingness to adopt-it, in dating the succeeding
issues of MIND AND MATTER.  We will therefore,
after this nnmber, date our paper Y. M. 8. (Year
of Modern Spiritualism) instead of A. D. (the year
of our Lord.) ’ o :

In taking this step we know we will be regarded
as attempting anunwarranted chronological innova-

tion, but as we are editing and publishing a jour-
nal, intended to present the just claims of Modern
_Spiritualism, to general acceptance, we would act
inconsistently with our conviction if we did not in-
sist that its advent begins a New FEra, peculiar to
itself. » ‘

‘We trust Spiritualists ‘will co-operate with us in
recognizing The New Era, by using the date we
have adopted for that purpose, as they have occa-
sion to write or speak of dates. As this course is
suggested and recommended by Spirits who bave
the cause most deeply at heart, we can but feel
that its adoption will prove as useful as it is appro-
priate. v ‘

All hail! The New Dispensation—all hail ! The
New Era—Modern Spiritualism. °~ 1t bhas attained
the age assigned to the Nazarene as the commence-
ment of the Christian Dispensation ; its career will,
by far, transcend - the former in its benificent re-
sults. . God bless and prosper our Spirit benefac-
tors who have'labored so grandly and successfully
for the good of humanity and for the glory of their
undying name. ’

Frauds in Spiritualismm — A New
Phase of Spiritual Deceit.

In the Roman Catholic Times, of Phi]adelphia.,
Alexander K. McClure, editor, of the 21st inst., is

published a letter from J. B. Purcell, Archbishop
of Cincinnati, addressed to his friends and the pub-
lic. 'Tlhis letter is the venerable Arclhibishop’s ex-
planation of his doings, as a spiritual medium,
while in charge of a Roman Catholic Diocese. In
that capacity, he says: oy

Then I had soon to ocontract debts for the many
wants of & new diocese. ° For'this debt I hadbomy
interest, and this interest growing yearly now ma Y
according to the report of the trustees appointed to ex-
amine the accounts and liabilities of the diocese,
more than half the indebtedness of the diocese. Of
the debt contracted by the financial agent of the
diocese, I think it can safely be said that not more
than ££03,000 was money deposited with him.  The
rest is the resuilt of ecompound interest. = A8 proof of
this, I will state one of many facts that have come to
light: Yesterday, a creditor called with a claim of
21,100. In presenting it he-admitted that $800 of the
amount was interest, and expressed his.readiness to
accept for it, £300—the original deposit. The claims.
.of hundreds of others are of the same nature. The in-
debtedness of the diocese in equity does -not amount
to more than a £1,000,000 to place it at its highest fig-
ure. -

‘Such is.the system of finance and the code of
ethics which a Roman Catholic Archbishop appeals
to, to justify his bad faith in not paying his honest
obligations. Upon what principle could Arch-
bishop Purcell give his obligatious te those who
entrusted their funds to his keeping with the un- -
derstanding that he would invest them and pay a
stipulated interest therefor, and then repudiate
those obligations as being unequitable and unjust.
In common business transactions such. a course is
justly designat;ed as criminal deception. Why is it
not so in a Roman Catholic Archbishop ?

This high ecclesiastical official then goes on to
say:

In accounting for the money loaned or deposited
with the financial agent of the diocese the trustees
and others have over-looked one very large item of
expense.. Until 1852, no general collection was ever
taken up in this diocese for the support of the Dioce-
_san Seminary. .

«For twenly years, therefore, the burden of educa-
ting priests fell upon my financial agent. He sup-
ported the seminary withoul asking aid.from the dio- |
cese. When it was 1 in Brown County, upon
the farm now occupied by the Ursuline Community,
he paid the salaries of the professors during many
years, and fed, clothed and educated the seminarians.
He paid all the expenses during the same long period
of ecclesiastical students at Mouant St. Mary, Em-
mittsburg, in France, and Romie. In twenty ‘years
all these expenses, which, in justice, the whole.dio-
cese should have born, amountéd to a vast sum. In
my various voyages to Europe, I had the interest of
religion in mind, and particularly in lookibg for
priests for our missions—German, Irish, and other
nationalities—and defraying the expenses of a libra-
ry, of at least 16,000 volumes a philosophic apparatus
etc., all of which required large expenditures of the
diocesan resources, which exclnsive of sums spent in
the building of the Orphan’s Asylum, at Cammings-
ville, of charches and the cathedral and other build-
ings, for the support of seminarians for so many
years, for schools for which I had to go heavily in
debt, finally swamped me.”” . .

This is the explanation that Archbishop Purcell.
gives of his bad faith to those who have.been swin-
dled out of their hard earned savings by their mis-
placed confidence in the ecclesiastical integrity of
this totally untrustwerthy man. ‘Who can doubt’
‘that the depositors 6f funds'in the hands and keep-
'ing of this high church dignitary did it with the
understanding that he was so investing it as to pro-
tect them from loss? Instead of this he was delib-
‘erately investing it' in ways and methods that
plainly show that he had no intention of ever ac-

- counting for the prineiple or interest of the fuands

ngch he was receiving under the most dishunest
and confessedly false pretenses. Had he ever.
called upon his diocese to aid him in reimbursing -

_the diocesan creditors, he would have had some-small ‘]

excuse for continuing dishonestly to receive the funds
which his deceived and deluded ' followers  contin-
ued to pour into his coffers. It”weuld have been
far better for his reputation and the good name and -
fame of the Church that he .represented in his:
swindling procesdings, had Archbishop -Purcell re-;
mained. .silent. - The world and bis victiins would

'not' then have known how reckless was his disregard:

of hotior and honesty. ' The welfare -and . interests,
.of the Boman’ Catholic hierarcliy may require sueh
dishonest means of 'cheating their deliided *follow-.

-ers out of: their earnings ;. but if so, the sooner that

hierarchy is consigned’ to the “Tombs of the Capn- |

i L

| sending to this, office’ lists  of the namés of subscrib-

- tineé ago;-as ‘a'‘comvict;’:

lets” the better, for they are sﬂk; the enemies of
the temporal as they are of the spiritual welfare of
mankind. ' R
. But what we especially desire to do in noticing
this Roman Catholic_swindle Is, to show up the
‘true character of the Philadelphia Times andf the
blatent hypocrisy of thoiié'who conduct that journal.
Very recently that joafnal, which makes especial
claims. to honesty andj.reform a8 go¥erning - its
‘course, wert out of its way to sttack: Spiritualism
through the fatal: misconduct.of John S. Morton.
It rolled the misfortunes of that misguided :man
under its editorial tongue with especial gusto, and
warned every person to profit by the fate of Mr.
Morton and toshun Spiritualism,which had dragged
him down. _ We fully agpgegi_g.b.eg_.t‘.yg_di_shongsty
and hypocrisy that aunimated - that assault upon
truth, and ' rebuked properly the cowardly and un-
truthful conduct of the author. We did not then
suppose that the latter would so soon place it-in
our power to fasten upon: him, out-of his own
anouth, or rather through his own pen, the deceit
and empty cant that govern him in his public
Read the following editorial apology of the Times
for the grandest swindler that ever confessed his
misdeeds. ' ‘ :

«The address of Archbishop Purcell gives a very in-
tereszin%and toushing presenialion of his financial af
fairs, he Archbishop is evidently’'as much puzzled
as any one else, by the complicated condition of his
accounts, but Ae thinks the greater part of the enormous
debt charged against him i3 not really a dedt, but the ac-
cumulation of compound interest upon money depos-
ited with him and used for diocesan pur, . How-
ever severely the carecless ma nent which has re-
s}l:elrt,ed lnbet.hls sad. cor:xt;uslon, r?h?y be condemned,
I e will very -gener sympathy Jfor the venerable
Archbishop, and a general desire to help hm throuyh his
troubles.” (The italics are our own.) .

Cau any one who reads that bigoted plea in be-
half of the dishonesty of a high’ Roman Catholic
dignitary, believe that The Times was animated by
one particle of honesty, when acting in concert
with the Jesuits Wm. O. Harrison, Philip Diesin-
ger, Anthony Higgins and others, it sought to con-
vict and imprison Mr. and Mrs. James A. Bliss,
and spent a large amount of money to accomplish
it, for the falsely alleged, enormous crime of having
defrauded FPhilip Diesinger out ‘of an enormous
sum of money, alleged to be $35 at most? Had Mr.
and Mrs. Bliss been guilty of that offence, which
twelve jurors, on their oaths, found was not the
fact, how did that compare with the truly enormous
crime of Archbishop Purcell, which he publicly
acknowledges to have committed? Indeed, how
does even John S. Morton’s crime compare with
this Spiritually dccomplished crime of the Roman
Catholic Archbishop? It is venial in comparison.
And yet the great Reform Sheet, the Independent,
the fearless, the impartial Times, has nothing but
words of pity and sympathy in the premises. Is
not the Times as much of a fraud in journalism, as
is Archbishop Purcell in spiritual affairs? When
Spiritual Mediums become as corrupt and dishonest
as either, the proper place for them will be behind
- prison bars. The sifting goes bravely on, and soon
o hope to have more wheat than chaff, in the way -
_of religion, journalism and homely honesty. At
least we shall labor on in that hope.

Editorial Briefs.
QUARTERLY subscribers to MiND AND MATTER,
“whose subscriptions “‘:;_ha.ve expired with this and
previous numbers of:the paper not renewed, will be
striéken from the list. .

CORRESPONDENTS will please write on one side
of the paper only, and as legibly as possible. They
should never forget that condensation and per-
spicuity are the requisites for popular writing.

of the customs of the aborigines, among whom. he.
.passed a great part of his life. He says: - - -
“The aborigines have a notion that the world is
supported - by . props, which are in the charge of a
man who lives at the furthest end of the earth.
They were dreadfully alarmed on one occasion,
when I was'with them,-by news passing from tribe
. to'tfibe that unlessi'they could send him a supply of
tomahawks for cutting some more props with, and
some more jope to tie them with, the earth would’
g) by the run, and all hands would be smothered.
earful of this, they began to think' and inquire
and calculate where the highest mountains were, anqg,
how to get at them and on them, 80 as to have some
chance of escape from the threatened danger. Not-
‘withstanding this forethought, they sét to to pro-
vide for the needful, and succeeded in this way.’
Passing on the word to the tribes along the coast,
some settlers at a very great distance were robbed
_of axes and saws and rope and tires of dray wheels,
all of which were forwarded on from tribe to tribe, -
to the old gentleman on the other side, and, as was."
supposed, in time to prevent the capsiz&, for it .
"never happened. A tribute of this description is
paid whenever possible; bul who the knowing old
juggling aeceiving thief is, I could mever mak
out.” . .
‘The above scrap of history is a somewhat rude or
primeval exemplification of the fundamental organ-
ization of the Romish Church. The Pope of Rome
has a rival in the person of the unknown juggleér.
This is very evident, because within a few days
past the Archbishops, even in enlightened America,
in the midst of intelligent, thinking people, issued
supplicating addresses, incident to-the Lernten sea-
son, claiming the Pope to be at the head of -the
spiritual world, that his power is superior to all

other powers and nationalities, and that he must

etc., all embraced in the alliteration known as
“peter pence.” - Therefore, send the word along the
line from tribe to tribe, band in the contribntions
to Peter, and save, O save, the spiritual world from
“flopping” over into the dreadful abyss of: eternal
damnation.

Lectures, Mediums, Brief News Items, &c.

- The celebrated Hutchinson family are about to
appear at Santa Barbara, Cal. .

Civil and religious liberty has recently been. re-

assured in ¥rance, by the general government
thereof. ’

Mr. Goodwin alid an Episcopal Sunday-school
girl, both of Portsmouth, N. H., have gone crazy

through religious excitement.
Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten, who has been in

Australia for some time, intends to make her per-
manent residence in England.

It is observed in the last number of the Voice of
Angels that more communications from the spirit
world have been positively identified.

Warren-Chase recently delivered a lecture in .
Crane’s Hall, Santa Barbara, Cal., the subject be-
ing ¢“The Reality of Ancient and Modern Spiritu-
alism. )

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes. spiritual mediums, are
about to return to Fitchburg, Mass. Arthur
Hodges, of Boston, test medium, is sojourning
there. :

‘We have received a full report. of the proceedings
of the annual meeting of the Spiritualists of Mich-
igan, held at Deiroit, but too late for publication in
this week’s paper. P

The venerable and much-esteemed John M.
Spear, Psychologlcal Medium, long a resident of
Philadelphia, lhas gone to Boston, where he will
make a permanent residence. .

Northern Persia was visited by an earthquake on
March 24. Two villages containing eleven hund-
red inhabitants, were swallowed up by the earth,
and cnly a few people escaped with their lives.

«Professor Guernella” recently appeared at Fitch-
burg, Mass., and gave several exhibitions, to “ex-
pose Spiritualism.” He performed-a series of jug-
gling tricks, but entirely failed in his exposure of-

&
TIrANKS, are hereby t/endered_, to. friends in all
parts of the country, who have interested them-
selves in the success of MIND AND MATTER, by

ers. .Arrangements are now mads to furnish, free
of charge, all demands for specimen copies of this
paper, by mail or otherwise, ‘in -all parts of the
country.. Send along the lists, no matter from
what quarter of the globe. -

TeERE has been prepared for publication, in

MIND AND MATTER, an entertaining narrative of
certain spiritual manifestations, which occurred in
the presence of that great and good man, Abraham
Lincoln, and influenced him to issue his emancipa-
tion proclamation, which relieved four million peo-
ple -from the bondage of slavery. The account
will appear in the next number of this paper, or in
a supplementary form. It possesses an unusual
degree of interest at the present time.,
: DISTANCED..—Mrs. Abby N. Burnham, an elo-
quent inspirational lecturer, has' been delivering
lectures on the truths of Spiritualism, to large and
.intelligent audiences, at Schroon Lake, New York.
Although her stay was brief, yet she caused a vio-
lent agitation in the hive of orthodoxy, and more
or less buzzing was the result. To counteract the
beautiful, refining and soul-inspiring effects of her
lectures, a very able and ‘ talented congregational
pastor, from Crown Point,was chosen by the repre-
sentatives of .the churches as the champion, elocu-
tionist and debater, The church ;ministers made
the arrangements for the debate. They had it all.
their own way. Mrs. Burnham gracefully accepted
the conditions, but the church committee failed to
come to time, and finally withdrew from the con-
test. The Spiritualists of the place were as sure of
success.as the other side were of defeat. Shades
of the Apostle Paul! is it possible, that a very
plain, kind-hearted woman, is more “terrible than
an army with banners,” to the representatives of
the churches? : )

STILL ANOTHER MYSTERIOUS -EVENT.—At a
seance onSunday evening, March 16, at. the resi-
deuce of Mr.. Evans, on Mcllwain street above
Fourth, a violin, a bew and.centennial harp floated
in the roo