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WHAT are the sciences but maps of universal laws;
and universal laws but channels of universal power ; and
universal power but the outgoings of a Universal Mind ?

—Edward Thomson.

281620



The Metaphysical Magazine,

DEVOTED TO

Occult, Philosophic, and Scientific Research, Mental
Healing and Psychic Phenomena.

EXTRACTS FROM PROSPECTUS.

HE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE, as its name implies, is devoted to a
scientific examination of the laws of being; to a study of the operations and
phenomena of the human mind ; and to a systematic inquiry into the faculties and
functions, the nature and attributes, of the soul—the ¢go of mankind. To this end
contributions are presented from writers in many lands who have attained eminence
in various ficlds of scientific research.

Having no pet theory to cxploit, this periodical is frec from all tendency to
fanaticism in any form. Its sole aim is to discover and proclaim the truth concern-
ing the constantly increasing number of vital problems which are agitating the
world of thought. In the attainment of this object, the pages of this review are
open to the intelligent discussion of all matters pertaining to the advancement of
man’s spiritual self.

While the views expressed in signed articles may not always be editorially
indorsed, we are convinced that in the psychic realm there is a sphere of knowledge
almost entirely unexplored; that man's-highest and best powers are yct to be
demonstrated ; and that a correct understanding of his own inner nature and endow-
ments will result in a more perfect expression of the idea in creative Mind which he
is intended to manifest.

Unbiassed by prejudice, undaunted by the tenacity of error and tradition, and
free from the dominance of preconceived opinion, THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE
is respectfully dedicated to the thinking world.

ISSUED MONTHLY.

$2.50 per Annum. . . . Single Copies, 25 Cents.
Foreign Subscription, $3.25.

At all News-stands, or mailed to any address on receipt of price.

ADVERTISING RATES MADE KNOWN UPON REQUEST.
AGENTS WANTED IN EVERY LOCALITY.
Send for blank forms and the necessary material for procuring clubs.

The Metaphysical Publishing Company,

503 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK.



THE

METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE.

Vou. III JANUARY, 18¢6. No. 1.

THE SUB-CONSCIOUS MENTALITY.

BY HENRY WOOD.

EVERY unit is made up of unlike elements. The mentality
of each individual, though a unified entity, contains active
factors which are dissimilar in their offices and modes of opera-
tion. Therefore it is only through an intelligent discrimina-
tion of these various phases of mental activity that phenomena
can be resolved, and their modus operandi discerned.

In the present brief study of the sub-conscious realm, as dis-
tinguished from that which is in overt activity, it is not proposed
to dwell at length upon the more speculative and technical as-
pects of this much-mooted subject, but rather to note a few
evident tendencies and sequences which are of practical im-
port. Any general misapprehension of the normal relations of
these two distinctive psychic factors must be fraught with seri-
ous results in its bearing upon human progress and welfare. A
correct interpretation of the “deep things” of the mind of man
is vitally important, because of their dominant influence upon
his harmony, normality, and sanity. Nothing in the external
realm possesses such transcendent significance. Problems of
such moment should therefore be vastly more than themes for
curious speculation, for the world greatly needs the practi-
cal and beneficent application of every intelligible principle.
Whether from a therapeutic, philanthropic, or religious stand-

point, these inter-relations have a profound interest.
VoL. I1I.—1
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The great sub-conscious domain is yet but scantily explored.
A better comprehension of its true philosophy, scope, and util-
ity should therefore be the highest desideratum of every stu-
dent of psychic science. But in no other department of this
great subject has there been such a variety of views among
leading exponents. Some consider the sub-conscious mind of
minor importance, while others broaden its legitimate range to
cover nearly all the mental manifestations. Mr. Hudson, in
his interesting work, “ The Law of Psychic Phenomena,” does
the latter to a notable extent. The two phases, or different ac-
tivities of mind, he terms the objective and subjective, but we
suggest that comscious and sub-conscious seem more fitting.

In attempting to define concisely what we believe to be the
normal function of the sub-conscious mind, let us first suggest,
negatively, that though in close connection it is by no means
identical with the intuitive faculty. The latter—often termed
. the spiritual perception—is that clear-cut vision which the ego
possesses to discern Truth immediately, or without the employ-
ment of a logical process. Its office is to weigh and measure
spiritual and moral principles and entities through an approxi-
mate sympathetic vibration with the Universal Good. None
are without the intuitive faculty, but as a rule it is found either
latent or in a rudimentary state of development. As it is al-
ready perfect, per se, it does not require correction, but it does
need to be uncovered and manifested. It is that exact spiritual
sense which belongs to the native divinity of generic man. It
is of the basic individuality, while both the conscious and
sub-conscious mentality belong to the changeable and growing
personal element. The two latter are moulded by exercise
and education.

Let us, then, bear in mind that the sub-conscious mentality,
though largely hidden from observation, is in no sense identical
with the spiritual perception, but is rather the great reservoir,
or stored-up accumulation of the average thought, belief, emo-
tion, and experience. It is susceptible to discipline and im-
provement in proportion as its laws of operation are understood
and complied with., It is a compound and complex unit that
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has been built up out of past states of consciousnegs. In intel-
lectual, ethical, and emotional quality it represents neither more
nor less than a comprehensive average. Like other composites
of slow accumulation, it can only be changed by degrees. It
carries on its own logical processes, and is swayed by its own
hopes and fears like an independent personality; yet it is all
below the surface and hidden from the conscious mind.

Another most important fact is its exact automatic action
upon the physical organism. It recognizes external conditions
and responds to them entirely independently of the surface con-
sciousness. It is susceptible to limitations, circumstances, and
even contagions, which for the time are unknown to its active
counterpart. It is the guilty party that “takes” a disease,
while the conscious mind is utterly unaware of any exposure
or liability. The mere clay of the body is incapable of taking
or recognizing anything; but the average sub-consciousness
has already believed in and accepted liability, and so its door
is open.

In looking upon a lake we see only that insignificant por-
tion which is upon the surface. Perhaps ninety-nine-hun-
dredths of its volume is unobserved. So the mental reservoir
contains layer upon layer and deep upon deep. Past mental
pictures leap to the surface when occasion invites them, and
this we call memory. But, as proved by many experiences—
notably those of drowning persons—nothing is ever obliterated.
All that we have in sight at any one time forms but a mere
fraction of the contents of this great hidden personality. As
before noted, it scems to conduct affairs quite independently,
or on its own account. There is no knowledge so high, nor
rubbish so useless, as to be unrepresented in its economy.

This hidden man—often insubordinate—is an actual force
to be dealt with. But, while he often refuses co-operation, he
acts as ballast for his smaller (though more apparent and wiser)
twin brother. His more nimble companion may often change
his opinions, but he is very “set.” Like a pair of horses—until
they can be trained to pull together, there cannot be thorough
harmony and efficiency.
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Conscious thought flows into the sub-consciousness as a
small stream runs into a cistern. If the mass be turbid, it is to
be inferred that the past inflow has been of that prevailing
quality. Its rectification, therefore, can take place only gradu-
ally—through the changed character of the little rill of thought
that is to be introduced. By immutable law every mental
creation passes the portal and adds something of its own color
and quality to the living aggregation. While attention is often
called to the fact that thought goes out in objective waves,
it should not be forgotten that it also passes into subjective
habitations.

In the light of the foregoing principles, what a tremendous
responsibility is involved in the exercise of the imaging faculty !
Perhaps nothing has been regarded so trivial as a thought, and
yet objectively we are thinking to the world, and subjectively
into an enduring reservoir. The “every idle word ” for which
men shall be judged, when rightly interpreted, is a scientific
statement. The “ judgment ” is continuous and inherent.

The vital potency of auto-suggestion, in the reformation of
defective mental and physical conditions, is found in the intel-
ligent exercise of the conscious volition in projecting instal-
ments of its quality into the great submerged personality. This
veiled twin selfhood must be purified and made positive in its
temper, rather than negative, by an inflow of ideals which are
suited to every plane of expression. Every ego is bound to its
own thought-repository, which it is filling up and pressing
down day by day. The storing process must go on without
intermission, for the established order is irrepealable. The
power of absorbed ideals to overcome negative and adverse
conditions is entirely underrated because the cumulative and
automatic energy of the sub-consciousness is conventionally
unknown. To lay one brick or set one stone is not to build a
house ; but with the process continued the building at length
towers up in graceful proportion. In like manner harmonious
mental products must be moulded and put each in its place with
thoughtful design.

One may make himself what he will by thinking his thoughts
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into the right form and continuing the process until they solid-
ify. But lawless imaging sets in motion forces that pull in op-
posite directions, and thus stagnation and decadence become
manifest.

The sub-consciousness, being composed of unceasing instal-
ments from its ever-busy counterpart, must measurably corre-
spond with its average quality. If the active, creative mental
energy is forming noble product, the submerged personality will
surely reap the benefit and automatically pass it on for articula-
tion in the physical ultimate. Thus * the Word is made flesh.”
The process includes the formation of an ideal, its assimila-
tion, and its visible expression. It is the duty of the ego intel-
ligently to select the material for the consciousness to exercise
itself upon, and then the subsequent processes take care of
themselves. By immutable law it finally indexes its grade and
hangs its banner on the outer wall.

Man is ever consciously or unconsciously creating himself.
He chooses a pattern and proceeds to weave it into enduring
fabric.

It is obvious that the line which divides the higher from the
lower selfhood runs through dozA of these mental subdivisions.
Thinking, of whatever plane, continually builds a sub-conscious
depository to correspond. It follows that a store of bad or
negative product can be transmuted only by a radical improve-
ment in the productive faculty. But each acts and reacts upon
the other; so that, while storage is continual, that which has
been hidden often rises to the surface.

There is a class of phenomena, however, which apparently is
not easily reconcilable with the principles above noted. While
intelligent auto-suggestion is the normal channel to the deeper
personality, there is another kind of suggestion, from without,
which at least temporarily may take control. These intermit-
tent transfers of authority are quite unlike in degree and mani-
festation. Some of them are variously known as telepathy,
hypnotic suggestion of varying degree, spirit guidance, and
inspiration. However differentiated, they have one order
in common: they are all vibrations from the objective. In
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their action there are two laws which seem to have general ap-
plication : first, the sub-conscious mentality preferentially at-
tracts influences of its own moral quality ; secondly, the forces
from without, though they may temporarily assume the throne,
do not permanently change the sub-conscious character unless
often repeated, and then only by slow-degrees.

The more positive the personality the less yielding it is to
objective impressions. There is, however, an apparent excep-
tion in favor of one who is highly developed. An understand-
ing of the law confers a command of its use. Such a one may
render himself temporarily positive or negative, voluntarily,
and for a purpose; but he will never open his door except to
that which is higher and better than himself. His highest
privilege and pleasure will be to make himself negative, or
receptive, to the Universal Spirit of Wholeness (theologically
called the Holy Spirit) ; but a subjective name and definition
for the same process would be an #deal. There are other high
and helpful objectives, but this Great Positive virtually in-
cludes all of its lesser relatives. A limited ideal, or even a
negativity that is weak and uncertain, will attract its own
qualitative correspondences.

In regard to the nature and relations of the above four men-
tioned forms of objective influx, we may incidentally suggest
that we regard Mr. Hudson’s “ working hypothesis” as too
narrow at its base to include all mental phenomena. How can
unmodified subjectivity give forth specific things which under
ordinary conditions never definitely have existed within it?
While they may appear to come from within, it is much more
reasonable to conclude that they are temporary possessors.
The executive control of the sub-consciousness ought never to
'be surrendered except in the lawful and intelligent service
before noted. It should be harmoniously symmetrical and
positive.



HYPNOTIC SUGGESTION AND CRIME.

BY DOCTOR G. STERLING WINES.

THE question of hypnotic suggestion in relation to the com-
mittal of crime must in the near future become an important
factor in many cases of criminal jurisprudence. There is a
growing tendency among all classes of criminals to offer this
plea in defence or palliation of their evil deeds. It is there-
fore imperative that we arrive at some definite conclusion as to
whether persons without criminal propensities may be hypno-
tized to the committal of crime ; also whether latent criminal
propensities may be developed by hypnotic suggestion to the
perpetration of deeds from which the person would normally
have refrained.

The question to be determined is not whether a person may
be hypnotized and caused to commit a crime, but can we dis-
cover the extent of the moral responsibility of the criminal
classes for their actions? Judged from the loftiest ethical
stand-point, our data relating to the many important questions
that determine the mainsprings of human conduct are incom-
plete and inadequate. It is necessary to consider the co-related
influences of heredity and environment, together with the
potentiality of suggestion extending through all life’s educa-
tional stages from infancy to old age. This carries us far
beyond the limits of hypnotic suggestion, but it is not my pur-
pose here to trace out all the analogies and sequences of the
many intricate problems which may bear upon the matter under -
consideration.

I do not deem it expedient publicly to advocate human
irresponsibility by reason of inherited criminal tendencies, in-
sanity, or hypnotic suggestion. Society must protect itself
against crime by every legitimate means in its power ; and the
individual with criminal impulses should be educated to resist
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evil influences and acquire self-control in the presence of temp-
tation. With our present knowledge it is more difficult than
would appear upon a superficial examination of the subject
either for the medico-legal mind or for the layman to determine
whether a crime has been committed under hypnotic suggestion
or otherwise, We shall discover that there is no consensus of
opinion among competent minds regarding the probability of
inducing a man to commit a crime by means of post-suggestion.
When authorities differ so materially, how is it possible for
judges or juries to decide a psychological problem that involves
such serious consequences to the accused ?

A perusal of the writings of many of the best scientific in-
vestigators will lead us to the conclusion that their opinions are
fluctuating. Having formed preconceived opinions from the
works of others, they have upon subsequent personal experi-
ments frequently found reason to modify and often radically
change their position. Some indeed appear to experiment with
no other object in view than to confirm the notions they already
entertain. Truth is not so much their quest as the defence of
the positions they have assumed. In such instances all con-
clusions are biassed by unwarranted prejudices and misconcep-
tions. While for a time they cut loose from their hasty gen-
eralizations and premature opinions, yet they unconsciously
drift back to their former position.

J. R. Cocke, M.D., in a magazine article entitled *“The
Practical Application of Hypnotism in Modern Medicine,”
some time ago made the statement that this application is very
limited ; and the alleged fact that only nervous or hysterical
individuals are subject to its influence is one of the arguments
brought against its use as a remedial agent. On this point he
confesses to a change of opinion. He says : .

“ 1 had formed from my reading a preconceived idea that nervous and
hysterical persons could be more easily hypnotized than those of a stolid and
phlegmatic temperament. But this has certainly not been my experience.
The best adult subject ever hypnotized by me was a railroad engineer, who
for fifteen years of his early life had served as a regular soldier in the United
States army.”
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This man, Dr. Cocke informs us, was hypnotized fifty-one
times, a thorough physical examination having been previously
made. HI five special senses, respiratory and circulatory sys-
tems, and nervous reflexes were found to be normal, his intellect
above the average, and he was by no means imaginative. The
following were the results as given by this author:

“ The first sitting was negative, as his mind did not in any way respond
to the suggestions. At the second sitting profound hypnosis was induced in
four minutes. A sphygmograph (an instrument for recording the pulse waves)
was attached to his wrist, and in the early stages of hypnosis the pulse was
increased in both force and frequency, rising from sixty-three to seventy-five
per minute. The effect upon the pupillary reflex to light could not be exactly
ascertained. The respirations were at first increased, but subsequently be-
came slow, deep, and regular, There were some curious so-called vaso-
motor phenomena witnessed.*

“In the early stages of hypnosis the man’s face flushed deeply; as the -
condition progressed it grew pale, but a touch with a sharp instrument would
cause a localized patch of redness on the skin which would last longer when
he was hypnotized than when in his normal condition, and could not be pro-
duced without an excessive amount of force being used, when any part was
rendered insensible to pain by suggestion. The man could apparently be
made to perspire when told during hypnosis that he was exceedingly warm.
His heart would not beat faster if I simply suggested that it would do so;
but when I said to him that he had struck one of his employers his heart
bounded and the pulse went up to one hundred and fifteen, rapidly sinking
again to normal when the delusion was corrected. He could be made to
feel imaginary pains in various parts of the body ; could be made to weep or
laugh by appealing to the emotions; in short, the diapason of his whole
mental and emotional system would give forth concordant sensations of pleas-
ure or discordant sensations of pain at the will of the operator: this, too,
with a rapidity incredible to one not familiar with the phenomena.” -

From the experiments made with this and other subjects
Dr. Cocke professed in December, 1893, to have abandoned his
former idea that only nervous or hysterical individuals are sub-
ject to hypnotic influence; yet in a letter to the Boston Sunday
Globe, little more than a year later, he says: “ The susceptibil-
ity to the hypnotic state consists in the peculiar condition of
the nervous system, which I regard as a form of hysteria and

* The vaso-motor system of nerves controls the expansions and contractions of
the blood-vessels of the body.



10 The Metaphysical Magazsne.

term latent hysteria.” He states also that “at least ninety per
cent. of all individuals possess the capacity of becoming hyster-
ical or of being hypnotized in a greater or less degree.”

From these quotations it is evident that the mind of the
writer had completely reverted to the opinion which he had
previously discarded, and considered the capacity of becoming -
hysterical identical with that of becoming hypnotized. Such
uncertainty of opinion entirely destroys the value of an author-
ity. It may also be seriously questioned whether the state-
ment that “ninety per cent. of all individuals possess the ¢a-
pacity of becoming hysterical ” is not one of those exaggerated
expressions to which extremists are prone, but which have no
actual statistics for their support and are therefore unworthy of
the really scientific mind. Professor J. Delbceuf has also shown
a change of base. He says:

* At the time that I took upon myself to hypnotize, I firmly believed that
the subject became the property of the magnetizer, passing over as of no
importance the manifest resistance that I met with at every point and in
every form on the part of subjects whom in all other respects I found per-
fectly adapted to such experiments; as, for instance, one who permitted his
tongue to be pierced with a large darning-needle by my sceptical colleague
Dr. Marsius, and to be burned several times, both with a red-hot iron and
by thermocautery, by my colleague the surgeon, Von Winterwarter—both
these experiments having reference to the curative effects of hypnotism.”

This opinion he derived from Dr. Liébault, whom he quotes
as follows:

“ We may postulate, as a first principle, that a subject during the state of
magnetic sleep is at the mercy of the hypnotizer. I have made experiments
that have confirmed me in this opinion. I have many a time removed the
hats of such persons, searched their pockets, drawn off the rings from their
fingers, untied their shoes, etc., . . . without their having noticed the
action at all or having made the least resistance, the isolation into which I
had thrown them being the cause of the absence of all consciousness.

“ If it has already been found possible to reform a woman of loose mor-
als and bring her to abandon entirely her evil course, why cannot the reverse
be effected, and by the same means? It would be in the power of the mag-
netizer to suggest to his subject, not only to become a tale-bearer, a thief,
dissolute, etc., at some period subsequent to the magnetic sleep, but he might
use him, for example, as the instrument of his personal vengeance, and the



Hypnotic Suggestion and Crime. 11

poor dreamer, unmindful of the primary incitement to the criminal action,
would commit, on another’s account instead of on his own, the evil deed,
prompted and forced thereto by the irresistible suggestion and will imposed
upon him by another person. And when the crime shall have been consum-
mated, where shall he find the medical jurist who can hold up to Justice the
torch which is to throw the light of Truth upon the act and challenge the in-
nocency of a man who, up to the moment of the crime, never exhibited the
slightest sign of insanity, and yet when convicted of the dreadful deed states
with every apparent sign of good faith that he has committed it of his own
accord? Who can tell whether such cases have not already taken place ?

This was the teaching of the school of Nancy, of which Dr.
Liébault was the leader. That of the Salpetri¢re arrived at an
opposite conclusion. Professor Delbceuf writes :

* My own personal observations, and the study which I have brought to
pear on this matter, have caused me to pass, so to speak, from one rival
camp to the other. The thesis upheld by the school of Nancy, while it found
in me at first an adherent, finds me to-day an adversary.”

Explaining more particularly the revolution in his thoughts
upon this subject, our author states that in the commencement
of his investigations at the close of 1886, ¢ adhering entirely to
the belief of MM. Liébault and Beaumis,” he wrote :

** M. Beaumis's statement is perfectly exact. The somnambulist, in the
hands of the hypnotizer, is less than the corpse which the perfect disciple of
Loyola should resemble. He is a slave, with no other will than that of his
ruler; and in order to fulfil the commands laid upon him, he will push pre-
caution, prudence, cunning, dissimulation, and falsehood to their extremest
limits. He will open and shut doors noiselessly ; walk in his stockings ; listen
when watched—with what keen sight, what acute hearing! He will remem-
ber anything and everything you want him to, and will forget all you desire
him to forget. He will in good faith accuse a perfectly innocent man before
a court of justice. He will have *seen ” everything that in reality he has
never seen, if you command him to do so; he will have * heard " what he
never could have heard, and * done ” everything that he never could have
done. He will swear by his household gods that he has acted throughout
of his own free will, without any external pressure ; he will invent motives if
need be, and will completely protect and cover his hypnotizer.

*“¢ Theoretically such a power is the most dangerous on the face of the
earth. I believe, though, that practically, with the exception of what might
relate to physical or moral abuses or tampering with testamentary wills, there
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is actually little or no danger. It appears to me that the fear of this has been
unduly exaggerated.’

* In a foot-note of mine, while mentioning with highest praise the memoir
of M. Liégeois, I added further: ‘I do not express any alarm that I cannot
show any good reason for.” Among other reasons I pondered the difficulty—
say rather the impossibility—of obtaining from the subject an absolute abne-
gation of will-power, whilst at the same time we allow him to retain the
necessary free will to cope with any unforeseen accidents which might occur
to compromise the fulfilment of the thought and action suggested.

* Two or three months later I should not have expressed myself thus,
and hence the remarks that accompany the experiments (related in my arti-
cles on * Hypnotic Consciousness ’) which took place about a year previous.
It may have been noticed that my assent is tempered by certain marked res-
ervations. I was even then opposing practice to theory, .., I narrowed down
these apprehensions of danger to two legitimate causes of alarm, viz., at-
tempts against morals and tampering with testamentary wills,

“ Upon these two points I am still of the same opinion, with the excep-
tion that what I then feared probable I now regard as extremely problemat-
ical. I mean to say that a villain who was contemplating the perpetration of
a crime would not easily find an accomplice in a subject of good moral stand-
ing. And in any case I still think, as I thought then, that such an accom-
plice would not only be inapt but compromising.”

The conclusion at which this investigator finally arrived is
stated in the following words:

“ A person in the hypnotic sleep, as well as in the natural sleep, is not so
absolutely withdrawn from the objective world about him as is generally sup-
posed—the hypnotic subject even less so than the sleeper, for the former
remains in intelligent communication with his magnetizer. . . . It is
evident that, so far as we know now from experiments intended to test this
theory and these possibilities of criminal suggestion, no positive results can
be obtained. These criminal actions, so appositely named labdoratory crimes,
bear no resemblance to actual ones. . . . I shall hope to be able to
demonstrate by actual facts that persons in an hypnotic condition preserve at
least a sufficient portion of their intelligence and reason, together with free-
dom of action, to prevent them from committing deeds that neither their
conscience nor their habits approve.”

Dr. J. M. Charcot, admitted to be the highest authority on
this subject, wrote five years ago :

*“ One point that appears to me to be established by incontestable obser-
vations is that the persons, whether men or women, who are susceptible of
hypnotization are nervous creatures, capable of becoming hysterical if not
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actually hysterical at the beginning of the experiments. . . . I would
further remark that men, even though hysterical, are seldom and only with
difficulty hypnotizable—a fact that I have been enabled to establish in my
service at the Salpetri¢re, where cases of male hysteria are very frequent.”

This is precisely what Dr. Cocke declares not to have been
his experience. Charcot says :

“ When we come to the consideration of *criminal suggestion,’ as it is
called, the problem to be solved is this : Given the susceptibility of a somnam-

bule, can one use him to do a criminal act to which he would never have con-
sented outside of the hypnotic sleep ?

In attempting the solution of this problem he displays
considerable uncertainty, in fact leads us to conclude that it
is still unsolved in his own mind. The experiments made by
him appear to have taken place under conditions which ren-
dered them more or less unsatisfactory in every case. He says:

* Experimentally, when we furnish a subject with a crime already planned,
arming him with a pasteboard dagger, or providing him with a * poison * con-
sisting of a harmless powder, we may witness the carrying out, in all its de-
tails, of what I have called a * laboratory crime." But is it 8o, can it be so,
in real life? I, for one, doubt it; for though writers who have treated the
question have reported plenty of experiments, they have not yet been able to
discover a single crime of this kind actually committed—and that not be-
cause they have not sought to discover such crimes.”

In all recorded experiments the element of reality has been
absent, which has rendered them practically worthless for the
solution of the given problem. They were tragedies of fiction,
not of actual life, and Charcot believes the mind of the subject
to have been sufficiently conscious to recognize this. Hence,
in reply to his own question, “Is it possible to define the rules
of expert testimony in the matter of hypnotism?” he says, “ I
do not think it is.”

From the foregoing it is apparent that many subtle and intri-
cate psychical laws must be fully mastered before it is possible
to pronounce an intelligent opinion either pro or con. Itis
impossible to formulate any certain principles that would be
applicable in all cases and under all circumstances. Some subjects
prove susceptible to post-suggestion, and will carry out to the



14 The Metaphysical Magazine.

,letter a variety of suggestions after long intervals of time have
elapsed. Others fail to respond to suggestions of this character,
and while they could undoubtedly be influenced to execute a
suggestion that required immediate action, no lasting impres-
sion could be made; and it is of frequent occurrence that sub-
jects will carry into effect after a brief interval what they refuse
to act upon at the time the suggestion was given. The follow-
ing instance will illustrate the danger of post-suggestion. We
find it in an article by J. Delbceuf, already quoted :

“ Here is a story told me by Dr. Liébault. He, or perhaps it was Bern-
heim, or both together, hypnotized a workman and told him to steal two
little plaster figures that were used as ornaments upon the mantelpiece of a
house where he was working. He did so, the affair having been forgotten
for some time because the suggestion was not carried out on the spot.
About three months after this occurrence the same workman was arrested
for stealing a pair of trousers from a shop, upon which the previous hypnotic
suggestion was remembered. My opinion is that the workman—and how
many there are of the same calibre !—had a very slight regard for the rights
of property.”

Experiments such as this are of little scientific value. The
man might have stolen both plaster casts and trousers had he
never been hypnotized. As I have already intimated, these
problems necessarily include a vast field of mental and moral
variations, limited only by the differentiations we discover
in the various subjects of experiment. When we consider
how prone to crime are certain individuals, and how suscep-
tible they are to impressions in their normal condition, I think
the danger in the near future will be in drawing too closely
the line of human responsibility, entirely ignoring hypnotism
as a necessary factor. It is a well-known fact in criminal
statistics that frequently there are epidemics of certain classes
of crime which in detail are almost perfect fac-similes of each
other. The same is true of suicides. The explanation of the
identity of these occurrences may often be found in suggestions
through sensational accounts in newspapers.

I believe it can be demonstrated by actual experiment that
the majority of criminals are more susceptible to hypnotism
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than any other class. Criminal tendencies of themselves argue
abnormal development, but I desire to qualify these statements
by adding that it does not at all follow from the fact of a per-
son being an hypnotic subject that he is immoral or in danger
of becoming a criminal. Granting, however, a susceptibility to
hypnosis combined with criminal tendencies, it is perfectly safe
to assume that an individual so endowed cannot be held ab-
solutely responsible from an ethical stand-point, although guilty
in the eye of the law. All hypnotic subjects, in their normal
_condition, are more or less sensitive to suggestion, conveyed
either verbally or by thought transference. Sensitives are also
subject to the conditions which environ them. To such an
extent is this true that it is often difficult to determine whether
they are acting from their own volition or carrying out im-
pressions received from those with whom they are brought
in contact. ~

Tracing this line of thought through all its various analogies
and sequences, the importance of environment when considered
in relation to hypnotic suggestion and crime is obvious. While
it is universally recognized that environment generally deter-
mines the moral bias, there are none that note the subtlety of
this fact except those who have experimented with psychics.
From this point of view it is evident how difficult it is to de-
termine whether or not a person has committed a crime under
suggestion when no word has been spoken. Who is prepared
to estimate the influence of silent suggestion in determining
human conduct for good or evil? Where can the line be
drawn and the claim justly made that its influence can go thus
far and no further? Who is wise enough to prescribe the
limit ? Is there any one who is not at times subject to this
most subtle of all agencies? Every mind, no matter how great
or self-reliant, is susceptible to this insidious influence.

Passing from this line of thought to the main topic under
consideration, I desire to emphasize the following statement,
which if followed through all its logical sequences covers the
whole ground of the problem we are discussing : Hypnotic sug-
gestions cannot change the natural tendencies of the individual
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either for good or evil, that is, under the influence of sugges-
tion an innately moral individual cannot be made to violate his
natural instincts, and an individual with immoral desires and
impulses will manifest these characteristics under the influence
of suggestion. In fact hypnotism only brings out in strong re-
lief the dominant bias of the individual. Every faculty and
tendency of the mind is greatly exaggerated, and thus are af-
forded the best possible conditions to examine into the pro-
pensity toward particular faults or virtues. Moreover, in hypno-
tism the will is a factor that must be considered precisely as
in normal consciousness. By its relative strength or weakness
is determined the whole moral bias of the individual.

Thus in hypnosis the will is not, as is generally believed,
necessarily weak, but quiescent ; and a volitional power is man-
ifested only when a moral consideration is presented for appro-
bation. If the suggestion does not correspond with the innate
conception of right, the subject will generally refuse to comply.
When acting under suggestion he manifests strong prejudices
and oreferences that are precisely identical with those he dis-
plays in his waking state. All the faculties that equip him for
action are extremely active, and if the subject does not resist a
suggestion it is only evidence that it would not be disagreeable
under normal conditions. Yet in matters of minor importance
it is possible by persistent effort, joined with a commanding
tone of voice, to overcome such slight prejudices as do not be-
long to the true ego, but are simply reflections of the normal
consciousness ; and, as before intimated, when it comes to ethi-
cal considerations the distinctions are more closely drawn, and
the experimenter may discover a firmness of will which in the
majority of cases he finds himself powerless to overcome. In a
work recently published by Carl Sextus entitled “ Hypnotism
it is stated that—

“ The hypnotic somnambule is not a mere automaton to be moved about
at pleasure. To make the hypnotic suggestion applicable, it is essential to
impart the hypnotic suggestion, otherwise it cannot be carried out. It must
not be forgotten that the execution of the suggestion depends entirely on the
disposition of the subject, which does not alter but remains the same asleep
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or awake. There are certain instances where a person has a so-called dual
character. These persons are, to all appearances, peaceable and law-abiding,
but under certain circumstances become vicious or dishonest. It stands to
reason that these same persons would, when under hypnotic influence, at
times be pure and honorable, and then again dishonest or unreliable, just as
in the normal state. The reader will understand that the somnambule may
show resistance—not only refusing to do that which he has been ordered to
do when asleep, but even when in the deepest hypnose after his sieep.”

This author afterward quotes from Professor Pitres :

** When ordering certain hypnotic individuz!s to execute certain acts after
their awakening, disagreeable to them or causing their displeasure, they would
simply refuse to obey and would not be awakened until released. Should
the hypnotist remain firm or .insist upon the suggestion being carried out, it
would become impossible to awaken them.’” '

Leaving these brief generalities, we will pass to the experi-
ments from which I have drawn my conclusions. So far as I
am aware my own methods differ somewhat from those of
others. No data of scientific value can be derived from experi-
menting exclusively with sensitives of equal intelligence and
moral development. The majority of subjects experimented
with by Charcot in the Salpetriére were hysterical, with crimi-
nal proclivities. This would naturally lead him to believe that
hypnosis is a pathological condition. My conclusions have been
derived from actual experience with all classes of sensitives,
taken from every grade of society and extending over a period
of ten years. My chief aim has been to avoid hasty and imma-
ture generalizations. I do not wish to figure as a pessimist or
alarmist, but my experience justifies me in the statement that
hypnotism can undoubtedly be used as a means of inducing a
man to commit violence or theft. But, notwithstanding this, I
do not think there is any necessity for special legislation rela-
tive to the phenomena of hypnotism, because if a man should
make this plea and the facts seem to justify it, then let him be
hypnotized and experimented with along the line of the offence
committed. It may then be determined whether or not he is
following out his natural character.

Primarily, judging from a phrenological stand-point, I have
endeavored to ascertain the possibility of predicting human

Vor. 111.—3



18 The Metaphysical Magazine.

conduct with any degree of certainty. I assume that in exact

proportion to our knowledge of character can we be assured of
conduct. Under all possible conditions, whether normal or
hypnotic, this rule would apply. 1 have discovered from

phrenological examinations, conjoined with hypnotic experi-

ments, that there are two extremes of moral character, to which

may be added a third intermediary class of individuals who are

dependent upon environment for their moral status. While

these may never become thoroughly criminal, yet they are

never far removed from the danger-line of criminal action.

This intermediate class vary in degree from the borders of the

highly moral condition to those of the criminal, passing through

many grades in endless varieties and combinations of character.

Morality and immorality, honesty and dishonesty, are only

relative terms subject to the modifications induced by environ-

ment. There is always a transition going on in society—some

tending toward greater morality, others toward greater immo-

rality — and what may have been true of an individual at

one time may not be true of the same individual at another-
time. Society, judged from this stand-point, is not a pleasant

picture. We are not dealing with life, however, from a Utopian

point of view, but as we find it in daily experience.

In considering subjects of so serious a character, only state-
ments of actual facts are admissible. There is very little scien-
tific knowledge of human nature. We are all habituated to
showing the best side of ourselves. Very few are capable of
penetrating the superficial gloss with which society is veneered.
Under hypnosis the true character is revealed, this gloss is en-
tirely removed, and we behold the individual in a state of
moral nudity, with all his natural deformities displayed. All
the baser qualities of his character, his animal passions, hidden
vices, and lower propensities are made manifest. Men and
women, whom we should never suspect of any criminal tenden-
cies, exhibit such in all their glaring hideousness. For ex-
ample, I knew a man who had held positions of trust for a
quarter of a century. He had never betrayed himself and was
considered honest beyond guestion. This man became treas-
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urer of a silver mine in the West, and under the suggestion of
changed environments within a year became an embezzler to
the amount of fifty thousand dollars. Society is every now
and then horrified by accounts of men in the highest social and
church circles revealing a life of crime extending over periods
of years. :

In regard to this class, which embraces the great majority of
mankind, it is impossible to predict with any scientific cer-
tainty the precise line of action following upon hypnotic sug-
gestion. It is from this class that the ranks of the absconding
bank cashiers, embezzlers, etc.,, are recruited—men who are
strictly of honest intention, and under ordinary circumstances
have sufficient pride, self-respect, and will power; but in a
moment of weakness they take the first step which leads to
final disgrace and ruin. There is a percentage of this class who
are capable of being influenced to commit acts of a greater or
less degree of criminality. I selected my subjects for experi-
ment from representatives of these three classes. The first
(innately moral) could not, by hypnotic suggestion, be in-
fluenced to outrage their moral sense. The other extreme
(the congenital criminal), in spite of the best environing condi-
tions, will always manifest vicious tendencies, and under hyp-
nosis will be true to their native propensities.

Placing a subject in the hypnotic condition does not change
his nature from good to evil or from evil togood ; it only brings
out his mental and moral qualities and makes them manifest to
the observer. 1 experimented with men who had been com-
mitted for various crimes—assault, grand and petty larceny,
etc.—and found in all cases that the phrenological development
corresponded very closely to their actions under suggestion. For
example, a young man had been convicted of grand larceny.
His phrenological organs were as follows, resembling in the
main those of the majority of criminals : A deficiency in intel-
lectual and moral development ; a preponderance of the selfish
and animal propensities ; caution, causality, and the reasoning
faculties very deficient ; destructiveness, secretiveness, com-
bativeness, and acquisitiveness excessive. 1 hypnotized this
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man and told him that one of the gentlemen present had a
large sum of money in his possession. 1 desired him to get be-
hind him and pick his pocket. He did not hesitate a moment,
but carried out my suggestion with consummate cunning.

In the case of another subject, who had been arrested for
assault, I found the following phrenological condition: Com-
bativeness and destructiveness excessive; secretiveness large;
benevolence and all intellectual faculties small ; great prepon.
derance of the selfish and animal propensities. Taking him aside
I told him that a gentleman present had a large sum of money
on his person ; that he could hide in the hall, and as the gentle-
man was passing out could strike him with a sand-bag—placing
in his hands at the same time a piece of pasteboard. As the
gentleman passed through the hall he made a desperate blow at
him, striking him with the imaginary sand-bag, and had I not
instantly restored him to his normal condition he would cer-
tainly have carried out the assault to the perpetration of murder
and subsequent robbery.

There was another young man, an equally good subject and
quite as poor in financial condition, whose phrenological devel-
opment was the reverse of those we have now been considering.
He displayed well-developed benevolence, causality, and com-
parison, with fair intellectual ability. Upon making a suggestion
to him similar to that to which the others had so readily as-
sented, he absolutely refused to comply with my request. He
argued the question with me and expressed surprise that I
should so mistake his character as to ask him to commit such
an act. Upon my demanding in the most persistent and deter-
mined way that he put aside all such foolish and childish con-
siderations, the conflict between his natural instincts toward
right conduct and the influence of the suggestion caused him to
fall backward in a complete state of catalepsy. This man in
his normal state was a much more docile and tractable character
than either of the others.

No scientific basis of morality would be possible if it were
admitted that hypnosis could vitiate a sound moral character.
All the experiments hitherto made, so far as I have been able
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to discover, point strongly to the conclusion that there is a
moral status in the sub-conscious mind of each individual of
this order. The accumulated force of a rightly directed life is
proof against any immoral suggestion that might be presented.
While in a state of lethargy the hypnotizer has undoubtedly
control of the body of the subject, enabling him to act upon
that body without resistance, yet the very nature of lethargy
precludes the possibility of the subject carrying any suggestion
into effect while remaining in that state. It is important to
realize the fact, before alluded to, that the hypnotic subject is
not an irrational being. The greater his intelligence and the
higher his moral sense, the stronger resistance will he make to
any suggestion antagonistic to these qualities.

It is not material whether we accept experience or intuition
as the basis of conscience. Whatever difference of opinion may
exist concerning conscience in the abstract, it is useless to deny
that it is the co-relation of the highest moral concepts of the in-
dividual and of the race. The only possible objection that
could be raised contrary to the dominance of the moral sense in
hypnosis is the unsubstantiated theory that the will, the reason,
and the conscience are, for the time being, entirely obliterated.
The co-related influence of will, reason, and conscience must be
taken into account. They are sufficient to guard the most
sensitive individual of good moral development from commit-
ting crime under immoral suggestion. As we have seen that
action, criminal or otherwise, is impossible in the lethargic
state, the danger becomes reduced to post-hypnotic suggestion.

The conclusion which I draw from the experiments of others,
supplemented by my own experience, is that while some danger
probably exists with regard to those already criminal or vicious,
and in whom a latent propensity for evil is capable of being
called into play, yet with the first class (those of sound moral
principles and previous rectitude of life) there is no just cause for
apprehending mischief as a result of hypnotic suggestion.



EARLY GREEK PHILOSOPHY ON ¢« BEING.”

BY PROFESSOR C. H. A, BJERREGAARD.

To the Western mind, the transition from Eastern philos-
ophy to that of the West is like daybreak upon a dark night.
The West is looking for centrality, system, definiteness, etc.,
and finds them in the physical sun. The luminary of day is pre-
eminently the symbol of the West. The East lives in universals
and indefiniteness; its gods and ideas merge into one another.
It finds the Night to be the most complete symbol of Being.
This satisfies its dream about Being. So universal was this
conception of Night as the origin of things that even Hesiod
made Night the mother of the horrible as well as of the charm-
ing. From uncreated Night arose the Day.

" As the day ischaracterized by clearness and reflection, so the
first trait we discover in Western philosophy is the disposition
to reflect, to examine things in zkought. The East is rich in
descriptions and in wvisions of Being, but shows few attempts to
find a mental equivalent for its visions. In the illustrations of
early metaphysics given in my previous papers it will be seen
that the East is satisfied with its experience. In the following
papers the reader will constantly meet with the philosopher’s
desire to step outside of himself and his experience and en-
deavor to get a look at the thing from its own stand-point and to
examine, the process by which the experience was attained.
That is the purpose of philosophy, and essentially of Western
philosophy.

From the stand-point of evolution the Western thought is
an advance upon the East, but from that of involution the
East is the stronger and more advanced in wisdom. The East
has no thought, as we understand it. This is also true of
primitive man. They rest in that primitive, undifferentiated,
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and original light which is the deepest ground of human nature.
That light gives an intuitive and spontaneous perception of
truth, and such a perception precedes in time all intellect and
transcends in power all mere reason.

The activity of that truth-organ, the ground of the human
soui, whatever name we give it, precedes all logical and philo-
sophic deduction. That organ is awake long before reason arises
or takes conscious form. Thought—logical, reasoned thought—
is a very late development, both individually and historically.
In fact thought, as understood in the West, arises with the
early Greek philosophers. Many people never come to rea-
soned thought, but stand all their lives simply in consciousness
—in Being, pure and simple. Long before reasoned thought
takes shape, man has exercised his consciousness in the form of
feelings and affections, which usually are accompanied with in-
tuitive and spontaneous perceptions of truth. The moral and
social feelings, for instance, involve the questions of human
duty and human destiny. The ®sthetic and religious emotions
lead us to infinite beauty, wisdom, goodness, and perfection.
Long before any man arrives at a reasoned conception of duty,
wisdom, goodness, or perfection, he has lived a life of duty,
wisdom, goodness, or perfection, and perhaps lived it very
deeply and comprehensively. This shows that that inner or
deeper life is the original and the most universal. It is centred
in Being.

The Orientals rest in that life and call it “to live in Uns-
versal Consciousness.” To them that life partakes in the main
of all the characteristics of mind. Will is to them rather “ the
forbidden fruit.” Will is a characteristic of nature, rather than
of mind or spirit. Everything is mind ; everything has come
from mind and is reducible to mind. But the Orientals and
primitive man were not one-sided idealists. Mind to them was
not merely intellectual, but also volitional. Reason and voli-
tion * are inseparable ; the one includes the other. The human
mind is a unit. Reason and volition have one life and one

* Where 1 speak of Nature's activity and purpose, I use * Will ;" where I
speak of man in the same way, I use ** Volition.”
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principle. To liberty of volition answers spontaneity of thought.
We cannot know unless we are willing to know, nor can we will
unless we know. Reason is volition with prevailing conscious-
ness, and volition is reason with prevailing practical tendency.

The West —and modern philosophy in particular —has
fallen away from Universal Consciousness, or Mind. It glories
in thought, reasoned thought. Hence its present-day ignorance
of Being and the Universal Life. Eastern mental activity is
strongly centred in itself, and its “self” is identical with the
universal Self. It seeks its rest and salvatiog, in non-differentia-
tion and complete subjection of desires. The West glories in
differentiation, in breaking up homogeneousness and giving free
scope to its desires. This will be seen in the following history
of Being. Where the reader before saw Being in unity, or
where unity was sought, he will now see Being ¢ broken up”
into manifoldness. Where he before met an almost monot-
onous cry for the One, henceforth it will be only for the.
Many. Being will now be presented in partial views, and often
these views claim to be the whole. Rarely will a voice be
raised for harmony. Where he before found the whole man
engaged with Being, he will now find either the intellect or the
will usurping that place.

From the time of Aristotle it has been the fashion with pro-
fessional philosophers to oppose and ridicule the method of at-
taining knowledge by immediate perception. They want to
make immediate knowledge secondary to mediate; they want
to make the original perceptive capacity of the soul, which
grasps all things directly, secondary to the reflective, which is
conditioned by abstraction. They have ridiculed all follow-
ers of the oldest method known, and to-day they turn with
scorn against the new schools of metaphysics. But they are
ridiculous themselves. It is ridiculous in the extreme to make
the prototype secondary to the type; the essence to the defini-
tion; intuition secondary to understanding. Thought and
understanding are well enough in their proper place in a world
moving away from Being, but they are not direct guides to
Being.
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Another general characteristic of the philosophy we are now
entering upon in this series on * Being ” is that human thought
is not satisfied with receiving that which is simply given in
primitive consciousness, but it wants to follow it out to what it
calls its ultimate ground. It wants to place all individual
things in reference to its own final principle, that it may see
them in their connections. Philosophy is thus continually at
wark building up organic wholes, or systems, and pulling them
down again. The Eastern philosophy is in the main tradition
from time immemorial. It purports to be a knowledge of the
original fact of the universe itself. It will give that fact to the
student and give it to him undifferentiated. The West, we
shall see, delights in a so-called originality of its own, which
consists in giving “new ” forms and shapes to Being. The
philosopher dallies with the subject and is compelled to “ prove ”
his thesis. The result is that that kind of philosophizing is not
edifying. In the East and in primitive thinking, where we
have no differentiation, there are of course no divisions of meta-
physics, but in the West are such divisions as these : psychol-
&gy, cosmology, and ontology. In the West all questions of
Being come under one or all of these divisions. I will therefore
define the three popularly.

(1) Psychology. All we know comes to us in Conscious-
ness, or Mind. Philosophers differ as to what mind is, whence
it comes, etc. ; but this is a fact recognized by all—that nothing
is known to us except in and through mind. All agree also
that the mind is the storehouse of all knowledge. But they
differ as to the channels through which knowledge enters the
mind. One school or line of philosophers maintain that all
knowledge is derived from experience, and as experience may be
either external or internal they group themselves into two
classes—one called Empiricists, or Sensationalists, the other
comprising many of the Mystics. The first hold that all which
man calls Truth is but an induction from the circumstances of
his surroundings; that there is no such thing as an d& priors or
innate idea, or truth, or direction to truth. We owe all we
know to the senses and to experiences through the senses.
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Nikil est in intellectu quod non prius fuerit in sensu : Nothing

is in the intellect which was not before in the senses. The .
other class holds that it is perfectly correct to say that Truth is
an experience, but they hold that man has internal senses and ,

through these he receives Truth. The internal senses are gen-
erally closed in man and need to be opened. This opening is
caused by intense meditation, ascetic practices, or revelations.

This latter class represents a middle ground between the
Empiricists and the other large school of psychologists—the
Intuitionists, or Transcendentalists. This school teaches that
our minds hold principles, notions, and elements that no ex-
perience has brought there, but which are embedded in the very
structure of the mind. These are & priorsi notions, necessary
truths, innate or inborn ideas so wrought into the mind that
they form its very constitution, being truths which we cannot
but think. This school is called transcendental because the
origin of our knowledge lies beyond our every-day vision. Both
schools represent extremes. We get knowledge outwardly
through senses as well as inwardly through the mind, and the
two depend upon each other for a complete form.

Leibnitz (1646-1714) once gave a decision that seems to de-
clare for and give the case to the Intuitionists. He admitted :
nihil est in intellectu quod non prius fuerit in sensu, but he
added : nisi intellectus ipse. (*Nothing is in the intellect
which was not before in the senses—wunless it be the intellect
stself.”’)

(2) Cosmology. We all have a theory of the world. Even
the meanest toiler has made observations and come to some
conclusion about all that which is outside himself. And there
is generally a close relationship between people’s psychological
notions and their image of the totality of things. Those that
hold Matter to be the essential principle of things are usually
Empiricists; those that hold that Mind is the substance of all
are usually Transcendentalists. The first class is commonly
called Realists, the latter Idealists. Each contains many vari-
ations and combinations of views, all of which will be seen in
the following papers on * Being.”

|
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(3) Ontology. Beyond the mind of man and the cosmos, a
large number of philosophers postulate a transcendent universe,
a world of ‘ things-in-themselves,” an empyrean world, an es-
sential world, a world of noumena, the Absolute. That branch
of metaphysics which considers this science of * things-in-them-
selves,” Being, is called ontology. It also debates the ques-
tions: Can there be such a science? Is there a supernatural ?
The Transcendentalist affirms, but the Empiricist denies or at-
best questions the nature of these problems. The ontologists
are divided into many classes. Their various views will be
presented later on.

With these necessary introductory notes I now begin the
history of theories of Being as given in the West. Some of
these will be seen to be psychological, some cosmological, and
others ontological. Western philosophy begins with Thales,
who is a cosmologist. His school is called the Ilonian, and its
general tenet is “one ever-changing, self-developed universe.”
The technical name for the school is “ Dynamical Physicism."”
Aristotle * says that Thales (about B.C. 636) affirms—

*“ Nature to be water (wherefore also he declared the earth to be superim-
posed upon water), probably deriving his opinion from observing that the nu-
triment of all things is moist, that even actual heat is therefrom generated,
and that animal life is sustained by this. . . . Thales is said to have de-
clared his sentiments in this manner concerning the first cause. . ”

Cicero,t translating this passage from Aristotle, adds that
“God was that Mind which formed all things from water.”
This addition by Cicero has been declared a violence to the
chronology of speculation; and Hegel { is very emphatic when
he says that Thales could have had no conception of God as
Intelligence, since that is the conception of a more advanced
philosophy. This criticism finds a support in Aristotle, who
explicitly denies that the old cosmologists made any distinc-
tion between matter and the moving or efficient cause, and that

# ¢¢ Metaphysics,” 111,
t ¢ The Nature of the Gods,” X.
$ G. W. F. Hegel, Werke, B. 13 : *‘ Geschichte der Philos,” I.
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Anaxagoras was the first who arrived at the conception of a
formative intelligence.

Against Aristotle, however, it may be argued that Thales
believed in the gods and in the generation of the gods; hence
his belief might have been in accordance with Cicero’s state-
ment. The whole difficulty can best be overcome on the
theory that Thales held all things to be living. * According
to Thales the magnet is animated because it attracts iron.” *
“ Thales believed that all things were filled with gods.” + This
belief he held because he thought, as Aristotle conjectures, that
“soul is mixed with all things.” This doctrine of Hylozoism
(viz., “ matter is living ') was held by Thales, together with
other Milesians, and is the most interesting and essential point
with the Cosmologists. Hylozoism attributes to matter sym-
pathies, antipathies, affinities, and preferences.} Some his-
torians of philosophy declare that Hylozoism confounds life
and force. The most interesting forms of Hylozoism are that
of Strabo of Lampsacus and that of the Stoics. The first held
that every atom is animate. The latter believed the universe
to be a living being.§ Of this more later on.

Another Milesian was Anaximander (B.C. 610). He carried
the principle of Thales still further. Like Thales, his main en-
deavor was in the direction of the process of world-origination ;
but he is led from the physical theory to a metaphysical con-
ception, that of To ameipov, the boundless, the infinite. By this
obscure conception he intended to express his idea of infinite,
self-moved matter. According to Aristotle and Simplicius, this
Infinite contained qualitative opposites within itself. Anaxi-
mander probably conceived it as the original matter before it
had separated into determined elements. It was neither one of
the four common elements nor something incorporeal and im-

# Aristotle : ‘‘ De Anima,” L., 2.

t 26id., 1., s.

% Janet : ** Final Causes,” II., 379.

§ An interesting study in this connection is that of Animism, as held by Plato
and Pythagoras, and Stahl's theory of vital action. See also Huxley’s lecture :
*‘ The Connection of the Biological Sciences with Medicine.”
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materfal. The To dmepor was the apy, or Principle, of Anaxi-
mander, and he is the first to use the term for the beginning of
things. To summarize: * The Infinite is the Principle or Be-
ginning of things.”

Besides these physical and metaphysical determinations, the
only fragment preserved from him, giving his own words, rep-
resents the perishing of things to be an expiation for sin:
“ As all substances are produced out of the Infinite, so they are
resolved into it, thus ¢ atoning for their injustice’ in arrogating
to themselves a separate individual existence.” ®* The inter-
pretation of this utterance is doubtful; but it seems clear that
here is the first step taken, from a physical notion of Being,
toward the conception of Being as an ethical necessity. Being
is thus not only boundless and infinite, but also transitory, f.e.,
changeable—Chameleonic, Protean. This forms a transition to
the doctrine of flux and reflux of things held by Heraclitus.

Anaximander gave still another predicate to the Infinite. It
was 7o feioy, the Divine. His matter or substance was God.
This was probably the first philosophical conception of God
formulated in the West. Ifit is probable, as it has been conject-
ured, that Anaximander’s “ The Infinite ” is the reproduction
in the form of an abstract conception of the unclear idea of the
mythical Chaos, which was both “ all” and “ one,” he meant to
say that Chaos was God. That he meant ¢ The Infinite” to be
synonymous with Chaos seems evident from his teaching re-
garding it—that it was a mixture (ufyua) in which the various
empirical substances were so mixed that no definite quality
could be ascribed to it as a whole. If he really did say that
Chaos is God, he must have understood Chaos in the way in
which Jacob Boehme understood it :

“ The mysterium magnum is the chaos wherefrom originate good and
evil, light and darkness, life and death, It is the foundation or womb where-
from are issuing souls and angels and all other kinds of beings, and wherein
they are contained as in one common cause, comparable to an image that is
contained in a piece of wood before the artist has cut it out.”—* Clavis,”
V1., 23.

# Mayor : ‘‘ Sketch of Ancient Philosophy.”
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It was a favorite practice in the old digests of philosophy to
speak of water as the principle of Thales, earth that of Anaxi-
mander, air that of Anaximenes, and fire as that of Heraclitus.
The reason why earth was said to be the principle of Anaxi-
mander was that he was a geographer, and the earth occupied
much of his thoughts. But the Infinite, not the earth, was his
watchword. Anaximenes (about B.C. 560) discovered the double
force of dpyn. It suggests the idea of “rule,” as well as that of
“beginning.” He looked for the principle of rule and said:
“The air rules over all things, as the soul, being air, rules in
man.” He made air the principle of all things.. When we
speak of Thales’s principle being water and that of Anaximenes
as air, we must not by these terms understand the elements in
this or that determinate form, but as Water and Air, pregnant
with vital energy and capable of infinite transmutations. *“ Mat-
ter” is al/ive to these people. The only trouble is that we have
no definition directly from them as to what they understood by
matter and how they understood it to be alive.

Heraclitus (about B.C. 500) is the most interesting figure
among the early Greek philosophers, and the one Greek thinker
most in accord with much of the thought of our century. Fol-
lowing are all the passages from Heraclitus’s ¢ Concerning Nat-
ure” which bear directly upon his doctrine of Being:

I. “ It is wise for those who hear not me, but Universal Reason, to con-
fess that all things are one.” '

II. “ This world, which is the same for all, is not made either by the gods
nor by any man ; it always was, is, and shall be; it is an ever-living fire,
kindled in due measure and extinguished in due measure.

* All things are exchanged for fire and fire for all things, like wares for
gold and gold for wares.

“ Fire lives in the death of earth, air lives in the death of fire, water lives in
the death of air, and earth lives in the death of water.*

* Heraclitus is justly called the ** obscure *" on account of his style. This frag-
ment is an illustration. He means here that the universal process of nature is a
motion upward and downward, or backward and forward, as he calls it—fire,
through air and water, passed down to earth, and by the opposite process earth
passed upward through water and air to fire. The death of the one became the life
of the other.
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* Fire, coming upon all things, will sift and seize them.” #

II1. * Lightning rules all.

“ The sun will not overstep his bounds ; for, if he does, the Erinyes, help-
ers of justice, will find him out.

“ Cold becomes warm, and warm cold ; wet becomes dry, and dry wet.

* It disperses and gathers ; it comes and goes.

“ Into the same river you could not step twice, for other waters will be
flowing.

“Into the same river we both step and do not step.

* We both are and are not.”

IV. “War is the father and king of all, and has produced some as gods
and some as men.

* They do not understand how that which separates unites with itself ; it
is a harmony of opposites, as of the bow and the lyre.t

* The harmony of the world is a harmony of opposites.

“ Unite whole and part, agreement and disagreemegnt, accord and discord :
from all comes one, and from one all.

“ We must know that war is universal and strife right, and that by strife
all things arise and are used.” {

A study of the above gives the following summary: At the
bottom of everything lies unity. The world is “an ever-living
fire.” Everything comes from fire and goes to fire. Fire
is intelligent and governs everything: ¢ lightning rules all.”
The “ method ” of fire is war or strife; nothing without strife,
yet opposites are harmonized. Fire, by means of “ strife,” both
separates and unites. In short, the unity which lies at the bot-
tom of everything is constantly in the making, but never is.
Heraclitus considers everything in a state of Becoming. Such
is Heraclitus’s teaching about Being.

* There must be added the words of Hippolytus, constructed on the basis of frag-
ments of Heraclitus : ‘* Heraclitus says also that fire is intelligent, and is the cause
of the government of all things. He calls it craving and satiety. And craving is,
according to him, arrangement, and satiety is conflagration.”

4 Anent this Aristotle (** Nicomachean Ethics,” VII., 2): ** Heraclitus says:
* The unlike is joined together, and from the difference results the most beautiful
harmony ; and all things take place by strife.””

$ Schol. B. in “‘Iliad,” IV, 4, Ed. Bekk : ** God, in his dispensation of all events,
perfects them into a harmony of the whole, just as indeed Heraclitus says that to
God all things are beautiful and good and right, though men suppose that some are
right and others wrong."”
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The central thought of the system is Fire, the fire-principle.
To understand what is meant by fire we must not go to the
moderns, but to the ancients. Heraclitus is supposed to have
been born B.C. 503. Less than two hundred years before,
Numa Pompilius, under inspiration of the Nymph Egeria,
founded many of the most characteristic institutions of Rome.
He consecrated the Perpetual Fire as the first of all things and
the soul of the world, which without it, as the Ancients said,
was motionless and dead.*

There is scarcely a country in the world where we do not find
fire worshipped or adored in one form or another. The Hindus
and Egyptians held it to be the essence of all active principles,
and the Parsees had no other symbol of the Deity. Among the
Hebrews fire was the sign of divine presence and acceptance:
Jehovah is aconsuming fire. The ancients swore not by the altar,
but by the flame of fire upon the altar. In our own day we wor-
ship fire unconsciously. Candlemas lights, torches at weddings,
illuminations at feasts, altar lights, lights at death-beds, etc.,
are illustrations. The Rosicrucians held that all things visi-
ble and invisible were produced by the contention of fire with
darkness.

It was fire in that sense which Heraclitus spoke of, and which
he attempted to inclose in a philosophic formula. Fire is
Being, or the Becoming.

* Unseen and unsuspected (because in it lies magic), there is an inner
magnetism, or Divine aura, or ethereal spirit, or possible eager fire, shut and
confined, as in a prison, in the body, or in all sensible, solid objects, which
have more or less of spiritually sensitive life as they can more successfully
free themselves from this ponderable, material obstruction.” t

* Agni is the grand Cosmic Agent and Universal Principle, not only the
Terrestrial Fire but the Lightning of the Sun. Its veritable country is the
invisible, mystic Heaven, the abode of Eternal Light and of the first Princi-
ples of all things. . . . It [fire] engenders the gods, it organizes the

* Plutarch, ‘‘ Roman Questions : "’ ** Why do they direct the bride to touch fire
and water? Is it not because, as among the elements and principles, the one is male
and the other female: the one constitutes the principles of motion, and the other
the potency existing in matter ?"’

t Hargrave Jennings : ‘* The Rosicrucians.” Vol 1I., 25q.
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world, it produces and preserves universal lifc; in a word, it is Cosmogonic
Power.” *

To these two visions of fire as Being, both so explicative of
Heraclitus, let me add this of Fustel de Coulanges + about the
hearth-fire—next to the sun the most universal altar and symbol
of fire as Being:

“The hearth-fire is a sort of moral being; it is true that it shines and
warms and it cooks the food, but at the same time it thinks and has a con-
science ; it knows man's duties and sees that tacy are fulfilled. One might
call it Man, for it has the double nature of man : physically, it blazes up, it
moves, it lives, it provides abundance, it prepares the repast, and nourishes
the body ; morally, it has sentiments and affections, it gives purity to man,
it demands the beautiful and the good, and nourishes the soul. One might
say that it supports human life in the double series of its manifestations. It
is at the same time the source of wealth, health, and virtue. Truly it is the
god of human nature. .

“ It is interesting to note that Vesta represents neither fecundity nor
power, but order ; not abstract, mathematical, nor rigorous order or law, but
moral order. The Greeks and Romans regarded her as if she were a uni-
versal soul, which regulated the different movements of worlds, as the human
soul keeps order in the human system.”

Teichmiiller thinks that Heraclitus's Being was derived from
Egypt, Lasalle from India, and Pfleiderer thinks he borrowed
from the Greek Mysteries. Whether he borrowed or not, his
theory is by these teachings only proved in its universal character.
Another side of its universality is proved by the many charac-
ters given toit. Schuster took Heraclitus for a hylozoist, Zeller
for a pantheist, Pfleiderer for a panzoist, Mayer for a pessimist,
Lasalle for a panlogist, etc.

“ To Heraclitus § we trace the philosophy of change prominent in sub-
sequent Greek philosophy as ytyvsueror, the indirect cause of the counter-
movement of Socrates and Plato with its powerful determining influences,
central in modern times as mofion in the philosophy of Hobbes and the

* P. Davidson : ‘‘ The Mistletoe and its Philosophy,” p. 31.
t *¢ La cité antique,” Chap. III.
$ The Fragments of the work of Heraclitus of Ephesus on ‘‘ Nature.” By G.
T. W. Patrick, p. 74.
VoL. II1.—3
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ground principle in the important system of Trendelenburg, and finally in a
logical transformation, prominent in both German and English thought as
Werden, or Becoming. To Heraclitus we trace the notion of Relativity,
the central point in the doctrine of the Sophists, which, by withdrawing every
absolute standard of truth, threatened to destroy all knowledge and all faith,
and which sent Socrates searching for something permanent and fixed in the
concepts of the human mind, and so led to the finished results of Plato and
Aristotle. To Heraclitus we trace some of the fundamental doctrines of the
Stoics, namely, their abrogation of the antithesis of mind and matter and
their return to the pre-Socratic Monism, their conception of Nature as larger
than man and his complete subjection to it, and finally their doctrine of the
future conflagration of the world—later an influential factor in Christianity.”



«“ A PERFECT MAN.”*

BY REV. WILLIAM RUSSELL CALLENDER.

TRUE science and true religion have a common end in view,
namely, the symmetrical, orderly development of man into a
complete manifestation of Deity. In respect to true religion,
this is questioned only by the atheist; in respect to true sci-
ence, certainly no one will question it who investigates fairly.

Since “ God is spirit "—mvebpua 0 @éos: John iv., 24—and
must be worshipped in spirit and in truth, all knowledge con-
cerning Him must be recognized upon the spiritual plane of
mind. It is also true that whatever relates tothe development
of man into the divine image must be spiritually discerned, for
“ the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ”
(I. Cor. ii., 14).

Two facts contribute to the degeneration of spiritual truth
into more or 