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Vol. XXIII JULY, 1908 No. 1

METAPHYSICS IN POLITICS.

““Don’t let us talk politics.”” How frequently do we hear
this remark made among friends. They can discuss almost
any other subject calmly, dispassionately and with a desire
to arrive at a true conception of it by listening to all the facts
and arguments advanced pro and con and giving them due
weight in arriving at the conclusion, and such discussion
usually results in a wider, clearer view of the subject by both
parties because the average between extreme views gener-
ally approximates the truth. But if the subject discussed be
politics (national, State or municipal), then the only object
of each individual seems to be to support what he thinks is
his own opinion by controverting or ignoring any argument
and disputing the truth of any statement of fact adduced in
support of the contrary opinion and, too often, stating things
relating to the character or acts of prominent persons of the
‘‘other party’’ as facts, although he does not really believe
them himself and would not repeat them as ‘‘facts’’ except in
“polities.”” A discussion carried on in this temper can have
no good result and often leads to permanent feelings of
acrimony and distrust in the minds of both parties. Why
should people display abnormal characteristics in political
matters? Because the thought-habit of the mass affects the
thought-habit of the individual. When the thought-habit of a
nation becomes depraved in regard to political matters the
more clear-thinking, just and unprejudiced people withdraw
their thought and attention from the subject and with the
weakening of their influence the general thought-habit
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2 THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE

becomes still more depraved, and with each declension there
is a further withdrawal of such thinkers as would by their
influence serve to clarify the muddy thought of the mass.
Perhaps some of these clearer minds may be affected by the
depraved thought-habit and so be added to the forces of wrong
or error and weaken those that make for right and truth. If
a boiler be filled with salt water and a fire made under it the
pure water begins to evaporate and leave the mass more salty,
and the longer the evaporation is continued, ‘the residuum
becomes still more salty.

When, through excitement, prejudice, fear or other cause,
the thought-habit of a nation or community is thrown off just
balance and becomes depraved then the professional poli-
tician, the office-seeker, (whether he wants to be pound-keeper
or president), the press and, too often, the pulpit—all whose
prosperity depends upon ‘‘popularity,’’ immediately ‘‘take
sides’’ and the ‘‘campaign’’ commences. It is well named,
for, instead of being a calm, thoughtful discussion of the sub-
ject with an earnest endeavor to arrive at the truth and a wise
and just conclusion, resulting in the greatest good to the
greatest number and protection to the rights of all, it is a
guerrilla warfare. The weapons manufactured by the leaders
on each side and placed in the hands of the rank and file for
use are distortion of facts, misrepresentation of motives,
fallacious arguments and utter falsehoods about the leaders
or candidates of the opposite party—stories manufactured
for the occasion and known as ‘‘campaign lies,”’ the excuse
for the use of such methods being ‘‘that all stratagems are
fair in war.”” I said above that the man supports ‘‘what he
thinks is his opinion’’; but what he often really does is but
to use the weapon placed in hands by the demagogue ‘‘leaders
of public opinion.’”” His supposed opinion is but an infection
that he has caught from the prevailing depraved thought-
habit. If the man who repeats a campaign accusation against
the candidate of an opposite party, thus giving it the added
strength of his own reputation for credibility, were to be
placed in the jury-box to try the person accused and listened
merely to the flimsy evidence in support of the charge, he

 Google i+



METAPHYSICS IN POLITICS 3

would probably move to acquit the accused without waiting
to hear any evidence for the defense.

A man’s own opinion can be formed only by a careful, dis-
passionate examination of all the evidence obtainable in rela-
tion to the subject and an earnest endeavor to ascertain the
truth of all statements that may affect his decision. In addi-
tion to this he should also consider the effects that would
probably accrue from the causes set in motion by such acts
as may result from his decision. Having done this, the opin-
ion formed may possibly be erroneous, but it is his opinion.
Failing in this, or accepting, disseminating and acting upon
the ‘‘hand-me-down’’ opinions of ‘‘party leaders’’ he becomes
a mere tool for carrying out the designs of demagogues and
place-hunters—a danger to the well-being of the community.
Nor can he shift the responsibility for the error upon those
whom he has allowed to mislead him. Under the immutable
law of cause and effect he himself and his descendants must
suffer from the evil results of the causes that he has aided to
set in motion. ‘‘Ignorance of the law excuses no man’’ is as
true regarding the natural laws as it is of the human statutes.

Given a condition in any nation or community wherein a
majority of the people surrender their own God-given right to
form their own individual opinions—to ‘‘know good and
evil”’ and substitute fealty to party or party leaders, in such
case the ambition, superstition or fanaticism of one or a few
men may result in untold evils, varying in intensity from the
deluging of the land with blood down to increased taxation,
official corruption or onerous rules and regulations. This not
only may be the result of such conditions, but it invariably
has been. All the space of this magazine would be insufficient
to enumerate the instances. Take the ‘“Wars of the Roses”’
as an illustration. To the masses of the people of England
it did not matter in the least whether York or Lancaster was
the ruler. In fact had they given the subject careful thought
they would have seen that neither York nor Lancaster had a
shadow of right to ‘‘rule’’ over them, would have ignored
their pretentions and proceeded to rule themselves. The
demagogues of the day took part with that one of the aspir-
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4 THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE

ants whose success they thought would most conduce to their
own interests; the thought-habit of the people was a belief
in the divine right of kings, so they allowed themselves to be
led forth and slaughtered in thousands in a cause in which
they could have no real concern and in which the success of
either party meant but a continuance of the people’s bondage.

It is unnecessary to refer to ancient instances. There has
not been a war of modern times which was not the result of a
spread of infection of a depraved thought-habit from a center
formed of a few ambitious, fanatical or selfish individuals;
nor a war which could not have been avoided had the people
of one or both the contesting parties done each his own think-
ing and been guided by that sense of justice which is innate
in every one and is smothered only by prejudice, passion or
false reasoning based upon false predicates.

A debased thought-habit, a blind fealty to party leaders
on the part of the people is the hotbed in which demagogues
spring up and grow and flourish—in fact is a condition essen-
tial to their existence. One man desires place and power;
he observes that a large percentage of the people of the coun-
try belongs to the debtor class and he advocates the adoption
of a currency which will enable every debtor to liquidate all
claims against him by the payment of about thirty-three cents
on the dollar. He advances specious and one-sided argu-
ments and fallacious statistics in favor of the measure, believ-
ing that ‘‘allegiance to party’’ will secure him the usual party
vote and that enough extra support to secure his election can
be secured from the debtor class who in the desire to free
themselves from their obligations at the expense of the credi-
tor would forget that the purchasing power of their own
earnings both in this and foreign countries would be decreased
in the same ratio. Perhaps the bait offered to catch votes
is ‘‘government ownership of railways’’ in the hope that the
people may forget, in their eagerness for low railway rates,
the fact that this would place the employment of the hundreds
of thousands of railway operatives in the hands of the gov-
ernment, make political ‘‘pull’’ the criterion of fitness for
position and create an army of men to whom it would be a
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METAPHYSICS IN POLITICS 5

matter of vital interest to retain the same party in power that
appointed them, irrespective of the results of its policies upon
the general public.

At present the interests of the great industrial corpora-
tions and those of the great labor organizations are supposed
to be inimical to each other. They are not really so, but it is
to the interests of the demagogues to pretend that they are.
The voting strength of the corporations is very limited, that
of the labor organizations and their sympathizers immense.
It is necessary for the success of ‘‘the party’’ to secure the
support of the latter. To do this the demagogues offer such
bait as the ‘‘Employers Liability law’’ and a bill to restrict
the judiciary from interposing injunctions of the court to pre-
vent infractions of law by labor leaders and their followers.
The former makes the employing corporation (corporations
only; to make it general might make too many opposing votes.
Corporations are unpopular,) liable for injury to any
employee, whether that injury was the result of the negligence
or fault of a fellow-workman or of the injured party himself.

Now let us put a probable and oft-recurring case into signs
and see how it looks. A is a corporation operating a fac-
tory; B, C, D, and the rest of the alphabet are employees in
that factory. A has provided the latest improved and safest
description of steam boilers and engines to furnish the power
necessary for the execution of the work, and has selected B,
a well-recommended and licensed engineer, to put in charge
of the same. One day B has taken one or two unaccustomed
drinks, or he may have been kept awake for several nights
previously caring for a sick wife or child. He dozes on duty
and the water runs low in the boilers. Then follows an
explosion and C, D, E, F, etc., are killed or injured. Then
under this law A becomes liable for all damage to the injured,
despite the fact that he has spared no care or expense in pro-
viding against the danger, has in no way contributed to the
catastrophe and the further fact that his factory has been
more or less destroyed as a result of the engineer’s fault or
failure. Or A is a mine-owner and the mine is known to be
infested with explosive gases. All appliances for forcing
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6 THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE

pure air through the mine have been adopted, printed cau-
tions against the use of fire in the mine posted in all conspic-
uous places and the safety lamps used by the men are locked
before they descend to work. But B wants to smoke or to burn
out a pocket of gas that is troubling him. He picks the lock
of his safety lamp, or lights a match that he has secreted
contrary to rules. The explosion follows and the country is
shocked by the account of the slaughter of perhaps hundreds
of men. The mine is set on fire and either ruined or put out
of use for a long time, at the loss of vast sums to A, who is
also made liable for ruinous damages for the accident he did
his best to prevent.

These are no imagined possibilities, but calamities that
have often occurred in the past and will recur in the future.

‘‘But who cares for the corporations?’’ is a popular party
war-cry at present. It is forgotten that the stock in these
corporations is very often the only asset and sole means of
support of worthy people and very frequently indeed of a
very helpless class—widows, orphans and old people for whom
or by whom this stock has been purchased as a safe barrier
between them and want. The hurt inflicted upon the ‘‘bloated
stockholder’’ may be so trifling that it is hardly felt by him;
but it leaves the poor stockholders penniless, or it may neces-
sitate the calling for assessments which they cannot pay and
so strip them of their stock and support at the same time.
But what is the final effect of the law on the members of the
labor organizations to whom it is offered as bait? Common
sense as well as experience teach us that the more numerous
and prosperous the industrial enterprises the greater will
be the demand for labor. An increased demand for anything
always involves a higher price for it and labor is no excep-
tion to this rule, and it is especially true as regards skilled
labor. Even now it is quite difficult to induce capitalists to
invest in manufacturing industries, as they fear loss from
strikes and labor exactions. Every added legal or illegal
exaction makes them more reluctant to engage in manufactur-
ing business and to-day there are not more than half the fac-
tories in the country for which there are facilities and for
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METAPHYSICS IN POLITICS v

the production of which there would be demand. Put the
‘“‘Employers Liability’’ act in force and any factory, mine,
railroad or other business conducted by a corporation would
be from hour to hour in danger of becoming liable for dam-
ages that would almost amount to confiscation, and at best
to a ceaseless drain of expense that would compel them to one
of three courses. They must either reduce the amount paid
to their workers, increase the price of their products, thus
adding to the living expenses of the community of whom the
workers form a large proportion, or go out of business alto-
gether, thus throwing their thousands of hands out of employ-
ment. With such financial ruin threatening it would be very
difficult indeed to induce careful men either to inangurate any
new business or to attempt to revive those that had fallen
under the onerous burdens placed upon them. The very men
whom such laws are apparently intended to benefit are suffer-
ers from them at last. Suffering must result from injustice
as surely as night follows day.

The foregoing is not intended in depreciation of any par-
ticular man or party. It is but a feeble attempt to show the
necessity there is for each individual to think for himself,
draw his own conclusions and endeavor to forecast what the
result of his actions upon himself and his fellow-beings will
be in the future. It is true that the ‘‘free-thinker’’ in politics
is often held to be as much a pariah as the free-thinker in
religion; yet history shows us that these free-thinkers—men
and women that looked to results—have been in all ages the
bulwark between the oppressor and the oppressed and the
torch-bearers of evolution. Some of us can remember how in
our own times Lyman Trumbull, Horace Greeley and a hand-
ful of other brave men rose superior to party, stood firmly in
the breach and prevented dire vengeance from being wreaked
upon the people in one section of our country by people who
were only unthinking and led by demagogues but who to-
day would be hot with shame if the schemes of vengeance
and spoliation that they them proposed had been accom-
plished. It was ‘‘want of thought, not want of heart’’ that
prompted them.
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8 THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE

Just as true religion of the individual should consist in
earnest endeavor to learn the truth and the laws that govern
his being and by harmonizing himself with them establish a
conscience that will so direct all his acts that they will inure
to the benefit of himself and his fellow-beings, so should
politics be the acquired conscience of the nation—the rule
‘governing all its actions affecting its own citizens and its rela-
tions with the brotherhood of nations. In fact true politics
and true religion should (and in the future will) go hand in
hand.

Widely different and often diametrically opposite views
regarding every public measure or policy proposed will of
necessity be always held by the different members of the body
politic. It is best that it should be so, because when public
opinion is a unit or nearly so upon any subject the resulting
manifestation in action is very often indiscreet and fanatical.
The present ‘‘political method’’ is for each person to ally
himself with such others as advocate opinions the same or
nearly the same as those he holds or thinks he holds, and thus
‘‘parties’’ are formed. Each of these parties formulates and
promulgates a set of dogmas—a ‘‘platform,’” which purports
to be an expression of the opinion or ‘‘policy’’ of the per-
sons constituting the party. It is not really this however.
The hand of the demagogue is apparent throughout. Sec-
tions are inserted to ‘‘catch the foreign vote,”’ the ‘‘labor
vote,”’ the ‘‘pensioners,’’ the ‘‘farmer vote,”’ etc. But sup-
posing that these platforms were honest expressions of the
wishes of the party as regarded the conduct of public affairs,
it is in the last degree improbable that any one of them should
be entirely right, just and wise or any one of them wholly
wrong, unjust and imprudent. Each of them will probably
advocate some good and useful measures and each some very
unwise ones. Yet the party newspapers, stump speakers,
office-holders or office-seekers and leaders at once enter upon
the ‘‘campaign’’ in defense of the platform, and endeavor to
convince by fallacious argument, deceive by false statements
and hypnotize by enthusiasm as many people as they possibly
can into the belief that their platform represents all the wis-

Google



METAPHYSICS IN POLITICS 9

dom, justice and truth that man has yet attained to, while
that of the opposite party is a mere tissue of folly and false-
hood. The rank and file of the party accept the platform as
their political creed and follow the leaders in their methods
of advocating it to the best of their individual ability. The
one who can ‘‘out-Herod Herod’’ in campaign artifices.
becomes a future ‘‘party leader.’’ All solicitude for the wel-
fare of the country, all thought of future results, all regard
for justice toward individuals, classes or sections is aban-
doned and desire for the ‘‘success of the party’’ is substituted
for the rule of conscience and justice.

This nation is in effect but a corporation, with Congress
acting as a board of directors, and could learn many valuable
lessons by studying the methods of the great corporations that
are so unpopular at present. It is the unanimity of purpose
and careful consideration of the future results of their plans
of action that make them so successful. If their stockholders
and boards of directors were divided into hostile factions,
each seeking to discredit and make futile all the plans and
efforts of the other without regard to their merits and to
further their own aims irrespective of their faults and errors
they would soon be in the hands of a receiver.

Every citizen of this republic is a stockholder in the corpo-
ration. Upon its prosperity depends the amount of the
dividend that is represented by his own earnings or income;
upon the measure of wisdom and justice exercised by the
directors depends the safety of himself and family, and the
more carefully, courteously and wisely all measures are dis-
cussed by both stockholders and directors the greater will be
his peace of mind and his confidence in and love for his
fellow-citizen and brother-man.

When the scheming of place-hunting demagogues results
in a war wherein we see our dearest ones drawn from the field
of useful effort to that of slaughter or wounds, or when a
panic in business results from like causes and sweeps away the
earnings and savings of thousands and brings the gaunt wolf
of poverty to the door of millions, it is not the demagogue
that the citizen should blame. If he himself allowed ‘‘party

Google



10 THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE

fealty,”’ excitement, ‘‘buncombe’’ speeches, torchlight pro-
cessions and rockets to take the place of calm thought, search
for truth and intelligent forecast of results in deciding his
vote, the responsibility rests with him. He helped to set a
cause in motion and the effect was certain to follow.

The remedy is simple. Speech and action are but mani-
fested thought. If the thought is true, just and unselfish the
results, both near and remote, of the manifested thought will
be beneficent; if the thought be erroneous, unjust or selfish
the resultant action must infallibly be disastrous. In the soul
of every human being there is an instinct that recognizes what
is true and just—‘‘as gods, knowing good and evil.”” This
perception has its origin in the Universal Mind, and when-
ever we still the noise of passion, prejudice and selfishness
and place the ear of the soul to the telephone that connects
us with that Mind, the whisper that tells us what is true and
just will surely come to us. In psychic as in material matters
‘“‘union is strength.’”” When a large number of people are
earnestly seeking knowledge from the Universal Mind with
unanimity of purpose the response becomes clearer, more
definite and perfect, and the resultant manifestation of the
thought in united action much more powerful.

When a majority of the people decides to THINK, each for
him or herself and realizes his or her responsibility as a fac-
tor in the general result of good or evil then will ‘‘party
lines’’ be obliterated, the demagogue and office-seeker be
treated with the contempt that they deserve and the ‘‘policy”’
and ‘‘bait’’ sections of the platforms be eliminated. The
political gatherings, instead of being a noisy mob, wild with
excitement, hearkening to and yelling applause for the one-
sided arguments in favor of ‘‘our party’’ and villification of
all who oppose it, will become a quiet, orderly, deliberative
body of truth-seekers and truth-tellers exchanging ideas and
suggestions and carefully considering the justice of every
measure proposed and the probabilities of its immediate and
remote results. The speaker or leader that will receive the
most attention and respect will be the man who by careful
thought and study of the matters involved is capable of pre-

Google



METAPHYSICS IN POLITICS 11

senting unprejudiced views of both sides, of harmonizing con-
flicting ideas, advocating justice before all things and coun-
teracting and allaying excitement or angry feeling. The
newspaper that will be the most sought for and influential
will be the one that is most earnest and successful in learn-
ing and publishing all facts pertaining to political measures
without prejudice or bias. It will call attention to the suc-
cess or failure of former political experiments and do all that
is possible to place before the people plain statements of facts
that may aid them in arriving at just conclusions. The pub-
lication that issues a campaign lie, ‘‘good enough till after
election’’ will be cast aside with contempt. In the selection
of officials or agents of the people ‘‘the office will seek the
man, not the man the office.”” The wisest, most unprejudiced
and just men will be selected to represent the people, not the
party, and a wide margin for freedom of action be allowed
them, subject to constitutional restrictions. It must always
be borne in mind that the constitution is the only protection
of minorities—the sole barrier between freedom and anarchy.
Such will be the conditions when politics become ‘‘the religion
of the nation.”’

If political opinions and conduct affected mankind on the
physical plane alone they would still be matters of vast
importance; but when we consider the results upon our con-
dition of causes set in motion upon the astral plane by our
thoughts and conduct, then the importance is immeasurably
increased, because the results on that plane are cumulative
and inevitable.

All thoughts are living forces for good or evil. If one
cherish an intensely evil thought or desire or a kind and
charitable one and fear or lack of opportunity prevents him
from manifesting the former in action or lack of means from
giving effect to the latter, the living thought-force is not lost
in either case. It goes forth upon the astral plane seeking
manifestation, combines with like forces and soon or later
is manifested in action. All the thoughts of hate, falsehood,
greed and dishonesty are stored up on that plane. If, while
actuated and controlled by such thoughts, we select men for
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offices of trust and responsibility because they, by argument
and influence, endeavored to create and foster these thoughts
and so placed themselves in affinity with them, then we should
not feel surprise when the stored-up forces that we have
placed on the astral plane manifest in acts of hate, falsehood,
greed and dishonesty through the fit agents that we have pro-
vided for them. We have one (of many) good examples of
this in our own history. For eight years prior to 1860 we
were carrying on campaigns of bitter hate, hideous falsehood
and misrepresentation of motives. The forces stored up then
and during previous years of wrong thinking found their
means of manifestation in demagogues on both sides and
manifested in a hideous and unnecessary war.

If we, in political matters, are governed by feelings of love
for our fellow-man, desire for truth and wishes for the gen-
eral prosperity and happiness, we are storing up beneficent
forces upon the astral plane, and the men selected for office
while we are under the influence of these good thoughts will
be such as will be admirably fitted for instruments of man-
ifestation of the beneficent astral forces.

We must also consider the influence of political thought-
habit. The man who habitually repeats campaign lies about
opponents is opening his protecting conscience-aura to the
admission of astral forces of falsehood and may begin to
slander any one whom he dislikes. If he countenance dishon-
esty or bribery in campaign methods he will be liable to begin
the same methods in his business relations. If he allow hate
for political opponents to enter his heart the disease will
spread and he will learn to hate and distrust others.

If we use charity, justice, truth and love in our political
methods they, too, will become thought-habits and bless us
and our fellow-beings.

So ‘“let’s talk politics’’—all of us—men and women—think
politics—do politics; but let our thinking, talking, acting be:
always governed by the advice of our Elder Brother: ‘‘What-
soever ye would that men should do unto you do ye even so
unto them.”’ Caas. E. CumwmiNG.
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF SALT AND SUGAR.

It is doubtful whether any extracts or extortions from the
elemental store-room of nature have brought the transgressor
to more disastrous ends than the production and subsequent
indulgence of ‘‘free sweets.”’

By ‘‘free sweets’’ is meant the saccharine substance
extracted by chemical means from sugar-bearing trees or
plants, at the expense of the physiological poise or vital bal-
ance by which the various biological elements of plant-life are
sustaining their structural and metabolic relations.

Suspended as a vital ingredient in nature and balanced in
its physiological action by other elements constitutional to
the plant or grain (the salts, starches and acids), sugar fur-
nishes the fat, heat and energy—indispensable to the normal
functioning of the body—while in the form of concentrated
and isolated extract, the action of sugar becomes accelerated
into the very opposite—a violent combustible—destructive
instead of constructive. In other words: inherent in the
vegetable substance sugar represents the safe and practical
household fuel—the wood or coal—while as extract its nature
becomes changed into a dangerous explosive, with its train of
ever threatening accidents.

It is this readiness of sugar to yield combustion that
accounts for its pivotal importance in the processes of diges-
tion, oxygenation and assimilation, as it compels the elements
of nutrition with which it is associated to break up their com-
binations and yield to the vital processes of the body toward
the construction of animal tissme. Carried by the blood
stream to the lungs its swift oxygenation renders the entire
mass of chyle porous to the vitalizing action of the oxygen.
Hence, in its normal distribution sugar constitutes the ever
stirring, impelling agent in the vegetable world, pushing the
molecular compounds of the latter into processes of incessant
combustion and subsequent structural changes.

But if sugar be introduced into the system as an extractive,

13
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and consequently in excess of nutritional needs, its very readi-
ness to absorb oxygen enforces its oxygenation to the exclu-
sion of the rest of the chyle, preventing the circulating proteid
from coming in touch with the pulmonary vital ignition. As
a physiological combustible, sugar when suspended in the
blood stream explodes at the first touch of the igniting
oxygen; and if present in excess it prevents the accompanying
heavier, less ignitible, nitrogenous material from entering
into combustion. This ‘‘advanced ignition’’ of the sugar and
only partial combustion of the proteid substances, will soon
or later lead to the gravest nutritional disorders. For as the
exposure of the swift moving blood stream to the air passing
through the lungs is only momentary, it follows that the chyle,
failing to be oxygenated, in place of being transformed into
nourishing, regenerating blood is turned into a devitalizing,
degenerating poison, starting processes of decay and decom-
position in the bodily tissues, while forming deposits and
pathological accretions wherever the curves and turns of the
arterial and venous passages give rise to low blood pressure.
If formed in the head these deposits result in venous con-
gestion, with its numberless progeny of nasal, aural and
ophthalmic catarrh, occiputal and frontal headaches, with
progressive stiffening of the neck; if in the lungs, the latter
will become receptive to all the ailments characteristic to their
functionings—from a passing congestion to chronic bronchitis,
pneumonia and tuberculosis; if in the liver, congestion,
catarrh, softening or hardening of its tissues. Again if in
the kidneys, the spectral, irreparable breakdown of its struc-
tures, characterized by the name of Bright’s disease, will, if
the disorder remain unchecked, make its appearance. And
finally, if these pathological deposits are filling up the epi-
thelial structures in external or internal tissues, the resulting
pressure may give rise to the hypertrophic tissue-develop-
ment, the anarchic cell proliferation, known as cancer!
Considering the formidable extent of ‘‘free’’ sugar con-
sumption (75 lbs. per capita annually) the invoked nemesis of
the survival of the fittest would long ago have terminated the
evolution of this planet in a climax of complete self-destruc-
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tion, were it not for the tremendous power of the liver to
destroy the circulating poison generated in the system.
Indeed the liver is the saving genius of a dietetically insane
homo sapiens. However, the power of the hepatic cell has its
limits of efficiency; the protracted strain of a pathological
life-and-death struggle, must soon or later lead to fatal break-
down; and the final insolvency of this mighty functionary
signalizes the formation of the chain of pathological events,
with its point of terminus in the dissolution and decay of the
entire organism.

The more direct and immediate effect on the system from
an excessive consumption of ‘‘free’’ sugar, as experienced in
the sour stomach, formation of gas and general dyspeptic dis-
orders, is due to an action of sugar on the digestion similar to
that already described in its relation to the lungs. Its readi-
ness for hydrochloric acid absorption in the stomach is equal
to its power of oxygen-absorption in the lungs, precluding the
bulk of the ingested food from being acted upon by the acidic
secretions. In a temperature of 97 or more degrees, while
bathed in the alkaline (non-disinfected media of pepsin), the
rest of the food is passing into partial or complete decompo-
sition, with formation of carbonic gas and bacteria, to be fol-
lowed by the distressing symptoms familiar to indigestion and
to dyspepsia.

In its action on the physiology of nutrition ‘‘free’’ sugar
gives rise to other disorders. Suspended in the blood stream
it exerts a similar influence on the iron of the latter, as on the
iron it contacts in the chemistry of the soil. According to
Prof. E. T. Wright, author of Plant Disease (London, 1903),
it has been proved by analysis that an unstable quantity of
iron is extracted from the soil in every crop of cane sugar,
which in the course of a few years of cultivation results in the
total withdrawal from the soil of its entire iron supply.

The immediate agent in this chemistry between the soil
and the sugar cane is represented in the sodium which in the
soil as well as in the blood constitutes the sustaining or
cementing element in the molecular structures. Entering into
a play of affinity with this salt, the sugar by neutralizing its
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cohesive hold on the organized compound breaks up its con-
stitution and absorbs its component elements of which iron
is one.

And as iron constitutes the balancing lever between the
income of the oxygen of the respiration, and the outgo of the
carbonic acid of broken-down and decaying body-tissue, it fol-
lows that the departure of the iron molecule from the blood
.corpuscle means a retention of the carbonic gas in the tissues,
with the subsequent poisoning of the various organs and
viscera of the entire system. The an@mic condition of a large
percentage of our candy-devouring school children is a symp-
tom of the ravages wrought on the system by. excessive indul-
gence in ‘‘free sugar.”’

THE METAPHYSICS OF “FREE SWEETS.”

Sugar is to the physical world what temptation and its
dead-sea fruits of gratification are to the moral world. On
either plane, the action of ‘‘sweets’’ is to loosen or break up
fixed compounds for the reorganization of new, (if the pro-
cess 18 normal and subjected to physiological laws) higher
and more enduring forms and types of life. Thus a tempta-
tion constitutes what may be called moral sweets, which if
extracted from the event, or rendered ‘‘free’’—i. e., indulged,
will produce the same effects on the individual’s moral
nature, as the indulgence in extracts of ‘‘free sweets’’ gene-
rates on his physical—the break-down and dissolution of sub-
stances and principles in a swifter ratio than the vital con-
structive forces of his system can replace. And this intro-
duces the natural equation of the problem involved. For as
the sweets contained in the natural products of evolution—
in the fruits, grains and vegetables, are required for the dis-
solution of old and used up structures in the system, in order
to assure a higher functional efficacy, so the ‘‘sweets’’ con-
tained in the trying events of life, known as temptation, if
met with the temperance, dignity and moral restraint which
constitute self-control, will generate those changes in the
human mind and introduce those assets into self-conscious
experience and knowledge, which give rise to the formation
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and growth of character and manhood. And furthermore, as
pathological changes and progressive break-down of body-
tissue is due to excessive indulgence in ‘‘free’’ sugar, so in a
corresponding way a mental and moral break-down with sub-
sequent decay and dissolution of character, is the inevitable
outcome of an indulgence in the ‘‘free sweets’’ of the moral
plane, the extract from the natural event of the passional,
immoral impulse and associated personal self-surrender.

SUGAR AND SALT, THE BALANCING ELEMENTS IN NATURAL
EVOLUTION.

If sugar, as an extractive, constitutes an agent for general
break-down and dissolution, we have in salt an element that
occupies the very opposite position in the economy of nature
—the position of preserving and supporting already existing
forms and compounds. Salt stands for preservation and
fixity; sugar for fluctuation and structural change. Conse-
quently in pathological conditions, due to excess of sugar, the
involved compounds and organisms hasten toward their dis-
solution; while where salt predominates, the departure from
the normal state proceeds along the lines of fixity: conserva-
tion, sterilization and ossification. Disorders of the former
kind are typified in fevers, congestions, inflammations in their
various stages of more or less acute organic break-down and
dissolution ; while the latter phase has its clinical mark in pro-
cesses of chronic hardening of tissues, typical in artero-
sclerosis, arthritis deformans, cirrhosis, elephantiasis, etc.
The field of the former lies in the muscular and circulatory
tissues; of the latter in the connective tissue which furnishes
support to the muscles and organs, like the strands in a woof
or the fibres in a vegetable. The increase of the connective
tissue marks the shadow-form of death projected from the
arrested artisans of life (the cells) over the foreshortened
life-cycle of the individual. Hence the usefulness and length
of human life (other things being equal) stand in direct rela-
tion to the specific condition—the natural softness and elas-
ticity, as opposed to the pathological rigidness and endurance
of the connective tissue—conditions which again are due to
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the quality and quantity of the food used by the individual
for his bodily support.

THE SALT AND THE SWEET OF THE EARTH.

And as on the moral plane ‘‘free’’ sugar stands for the
extracted and enjoyed sweets of temptation, with the threaten-
ing processes of break-down and dissolution of character in
consequence—so in a corresponding way, ‘‘free’’ or inorganie,
1. e., mineral salt, stands for preservation or fixation of char-
acter. But as salt in its form of mineral extractive, unbal-
anced by the liberating, everstirring, everchanging elements
of opposing polarities, gradually preserves and crystallizes
into inanimation and death the forms and substances sub-
jected to its action—so likewise, character, if permitted to be
‘‘fixed’’ in its self-limited zone of action, and kept isolated
from the fresh, balancing, swelling impulses of a sympathetic
touch with its environment, runs the risk of losing its moral
and typical integrity.

Applied to the moral plane, salt stands for strength of
type, perseverance of effort and immutability of purpose.
Hence to be ‘‘the salt of the earth’’ means to be a moral bul-
wark, a self-denying, self-sacrificing, vital breaker fixed in
the surging, tumultuous sea of life—the veritable rock of the
ages, supporting by its very rigidity the finer, fluidic, pro-
gressive and exalting elements of universal life. The ‘‘salt’’
of the earth refers to a phase of faith—stolid, severe, unyield-
ing, with its enduring virtue in sacrifice; while the ‘‘sweet’’
of the earth represents the very opposite phase of existence—
the principle of everfluctuating, eversoaring and sinking,
everconsuming or consumed emotions; the affections, sym-
pathies, passions, elegies and pathos of human existence,
which if divorced from the ‘‘salt’’ of the earth must wither in
its own light, burn up in its own conflagration.

Narrowed down to its concrete practical levels, the ‘‘sweet
of the earth’’ represents the sum-total of organic acids—the
fruits; while the ‘‘salt of the earth,”’ from the same point of
view, stands for the carriers of organic salts—the grains and
vegetables. The latter enter the system as transmitters of
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constructive, cementing, fundamentally sustaining force; the
former as an energizing, impelling, generative, ceaselessly
stirring and combustive impulse—the principle of unfoldment
and growth in natural evolution. Creeping out from the soil
in which it remains partly buried, the vegetable draws its
energy from the mineral world; while the fruit, ripening in
mid-air and bathed in air and sun, draws its energies from
atmospheric storages. Thus, while the former is an expon-
ent of nitrogenous and other mineral salts, the latter finds in
oxygen, hydrogen and other acidulous elements the funda-
mentals of its nature.

From this it naturally follows that the health and fulness
of physical life can be maintained only through a proper
adjustment of the vital balance of organic elements repre-
sented in acids and salts, fruits and vegetables; in the ele-
ments of dissolution and resolution, of convulsive growth and
reactionary resistance, of generative excess and natural selec-
tion. Any violation of this code of vital ethics; any effort to
compel nature to surrender her integrity for the gratification
of man’s base and untrue appetite, constitutes a means of
self-destruction, on either the physical or the moral plane of
life.

Axer E. Gisson.
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THE ART OF SUFFERING.

From the beginning of time, in all parts of the world, for a
public spectacle as the burning martyr, or privately as grief
in a brave heart, ever pain has been, and mankind suffered.
Nothing is more common than pain; happiness is for the few,
joy rarer, and bliss would seem to be an exotic from another
world; but with all this hoard of experience we have bought
no treasure of wisdom; and the feelings are scarcely civilized.
Our emotions are still savage; heart speaks to heart only with
a sign language; one grief calls to another by the signaling of
the eyes.

Far and wide human beings smitten and goaded by their
grief, flee ‘‘like dumb driven cattle’’; only here and there a
man will return from his frenzy and give out, that others may
hearken, broken pipings, or a sobbing song; but who has
written us a symphony of tears?

We suffer in silence, each man to himself; therefore, from
his neighbor, none may learn caution; thus unwarned we
accost a veiled fate to our overthrow, and the crash of our
ruin is drowned by the merry-making of the world. Ruthless
and reckless of those who follow, we still our outery, arise,
and pass on, and others fall unadvised into the trap still warm
with our blood. But this is through no hardness of heart,
coming, rather, by a mis-grown ideal. ‘‘Let them be
happy,’”’ we say, ‘‘while they are young!”’ Alas! how far
longer a time might the morning mist of happiness linger over
the world! The youth waked early is refreshed by the vigor
of morning and comes prepared for the midday heat.

Let us lead the young out from among the flowers, at times,
by a path that goes through battlefields, where here the attack,
there defense, has failed and footing is insecure among bones;
youth’s brightness will be in no whit darkened, for youth is a
form of joy; he will mark how this corps was beset, yonder
battalions outflanked, and when he draws to his own battle, he
will remember and be wary.

20
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And why had we not better set youth’s heart upon present
joys, instead of pointing him to a yearning future?! (the
mirage of a wish, that is the future!) and should we not all
heed, before it is too late, that cry of a finished life, ¢‘Gott sei
dank! Ich habe geliebt, und gelebet.”’ Looking backward,
out of pain and sorrow, we exult in past joy; this we know,
past joy is ours, therefore let us learn to bless memory.

Happy the youth trained to the habit of little pleasures!
To those who look momentarily for the greater things of life,
will come instead long disappointment and years that are like
arid lands. Over the door leading from the nursery into the
world I would write, ‘‘Gather ye rose-buds while ye may.’’
Youth should consciously hoard memories even as, on a day in
latest autumn, the lover of flowers will gather his arms full of
blooms to treasure when impending frost has fallen. In the
onslaught of pain, however, memory is but a deserter, while
habit will hold his post. Let a man but have the habit of
enjoyment and trifles will stand him in good stead; a shifty
content, devising small triumphs and satisfactions, may keep
us busied away from the verge of despair. We may fruit-
fully figure a man, cheerfully occupied in a mountain garden
plot, above the poised snows, below the chasm. Even for
incurable grief there are little alleviations, as the small pillow,
wittingly placed will ease one long bed-ridden; the vacant
mind and idle hands are ever conspirators against our peace.

Memory, habit and occupation, all three are at best, but
incidents; the main act of living seems to lie, for many, in the
passive Art of Suffering. We must contrive that a sigh seem
but low laughter, and force unshed tears to sparkle in our
eyes. Raw pain, physical or spiritual, must not be permitted
in man’s elaborated scheme of life; he must transmit it. It
is exactly this alchemy whereof we are most ignorant.

You and I face the problems our fore-fathers feared. Suec-
cess is individual; this is an Art without recognition.

We are like actors, each rehearsing before the mirror in
his own dressing-room—ourselves our audience, and, yet, per-
chance, a passer-by looks in, and we catch the glint of approval
in a trained eye.
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Even as among artists, the method of one is scorned by
the other, so is it with sufferers; you would fain be deaf to
your own sobs, and key your revelry to a high note, some one
else will tolerate but the faintest thrill of sound to be an
accompaniment to his smothered grief. Some men strive to
bury their sorrow from remembrance, others to light their
way through life with the glow of their own consuming hearts;
to some their grief is like a Taj Makal, beautiful, a monument
of exquisite memory; to yet others sorrow is a treasure
buried, hidden from the world, gazed upon with the ownership
of secretive eyes.

Suffering as it prompts conduct is the vital problem; dis-
appointment, like a surgeon’s knife, may press too close upon
the seat of life, and we may die, or we may go forth more
scantily equipped for the needs of the world; and to continue
our figure of the surgeon, some go to him unconscious of the
impending ordeal, and we watch them with pitying appre-
hension; in the eyes of others we see dread of the untried and
prescient pain; but from the last class we turn away, they go
knowingly, and unless we be depended upon to steady them
we would not see their faces. But all who return from the
surgeon’s table alive, maimed or whole, must take up life
again, and it is to these, coming forth from this door, that
we look to learn.

Let the figure of the surgeon pass from our mind; our
sorrows are not alone physical, but to most of us are

““Closer indeed than breathing
And nearer than hands and feet.”’

‘When what once seemed the cause and equally the reward
of living, is taken away, a man may well fall into bitter
inertia; if he do he is artless and knows not how to turn his
suffering to account.

The Church of Rome gives to her children the inestimable
blessing of the confessional, but for those who are not par-
takers of this comfort what is there that may be done for
endurance?! For one man the stern daily suppression and
midnight orison of grief; for perhaps his brother, grief is a
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gadfly driving him continually to madness. In the silence of
a locked room many seek to invigorate their aims and
ambitions depleted by sorrow; but, early and often, those who
are wise, seek the lifted hilltops and the sky, or the sea in its
wide grandeur. Let a man but dwell with Nature and the
endless outgoing ceases, and the empty heart fills again with
a strong tide of inspiration.

This is, plainly, the task of the sufferer—to set wide the
floodgates and to turn again with life from the unnamed and
unknown sources, the hidden, unfailing springs of life. It is
this that the priest in confessional does, dispensing benig-
nancy to the penitent, to fill again the dry channel of hope
with the mysterious River of Life. It is this that a man upon
a hilltop may confidently expect the winds and the wide sky
to do for him; in the one way are the groping hands directed
by human mediation, in the other—who can say how we come
to lay hold upon the plentiful gates?

In the books of the world’s life we read that prince, poten-
tate and pauper were felled to the ground by suffering, but
nowhere do we read by what means they were made strong
to arise again; it is this secret history of the heart’s strength
that awaits the writing—in it should be texts of fire and many
a chapter like a triumphal ode. Then in reading we might,
haply, cry out, ‘‘What one man has done, another may dare.”’

When now, as of old, ‘‘from out the populous city men
groan,”’ is there, anywhere, any reply? Like Job, among
callous comforters, we mourn afflictions; but to our cry the
great, full chorus of the Relieved might well respond. There
is no help in hearkening to the wild words of those drunken
on forgetfulness, coming up with oblivious eyes from the
Waters of Lethe, nor wait for the deadening of stoic sup-
pression; there is, still possible, an ancient practice, modernly
neglected, that, for those too faint to pray, were well revived,
the use of meditation—the long lapse of individual conscious-
ness, the little rippled wavelet, gone backward from the
shallow beach, in tidal retreat, to the living deep!

From silent meditation the mind slips gradually into the
unplumbed calm wherein are thoughts undreamed and the
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noiseless power of Unalterable Law Unknown, whereby comes
to pass the Birth of Force, in every and ever varying form.

Perhaps the strangest, the least accountable, although
surely the best known of the forces is the merging of pain
into pleasure, which is done in our most secret grief. ‘‘Ah,’’
we cry, exquisitely molten in the very crucible of Pain, ‘‘for
you,’’ and the torture is turned sacrament.

But not in every case is this miracle of love. Like the
gnarled cedar on a cliff there grows in the lonely heart a
courage mis-shapen yet strong. Little as we know whence
comes the wind-blown germ of the tree, even so little can we
know how has come the invisible seed of courage—we wait
upon the “mystenous ways’’ of Nature.

Wisdom wells in the heart; the lowliest and least learned
is unable to call confidently on his sleeping power—whether
with the flashing intuition of Plato we name our wisdom
Memory, or, adoringly contemplative, bowed with Thomas
a Kempis, we look only for the Divine Influxion, alike we
hold that ‘‘silence and stillness best befit the soul,”’ as into
the untroubled pool springs crystaline water from the rock.

To clear and keep a space amid the jungle growth of care,
there to come daily and by night, and close upon the heart of
Earth to look up to the tender, bending Heaven; to be silent
and to feel the power, the perfection and the plenitude of
Life—this is to serve in the Great Court of the Presence,
where may be neither wailing nor word of lamentation, and,
verily, from our service we come forth overawed.

CHRISTINE SIEBENECK SWAYNE.
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THE DRAMA OF CHRISTENDOM.
BY ALEXANDFER WILDER, M.D., F.A.S.

Coleridge once asked Charles Lamb: ¢‘Did you ever hear
me preach?”’ '

Lamb replied, stammering as usual: ‘‘I never heard you
do anything else.”’

In the endeavor to exhibit a subject which has agitated
large communities in Christendom, the writer hopes to pre-
sent his view of the matter without coming under that impu-
tation. He has endeavored to study the topic as presented
by the various composers of the Gospels and Epistles in the
New Testament, with the sense and sentiment depolarized,
and taken with reference to the genuine meaning. There is
no occasion for juggling with texts for the purpose of enforc-
ing a preconceived notion. It will be enough to compare
them for the sake of analysis to ascertain the purport.

It is no unfriendly reflection upon the leading conception
of the writers to call it a drama. All worship is more or less
dramatic. The ancient theatre was a temple; the modern
theatre was developed in a church. The whole story of the
three synoptic gospels is qualified by the suggestion that
Jesus declared one thing to his disciples, and they inter-
preted his words according to a preconceived belief. He is
said to have proclaimed that the ‘‘kingdom of heaven’’ was
at hand, and even till the last they looked upon his actions
as so much preparation for an uprising. The mention of
God and heaven in the case was only on Oriental form of
speech to denote the superlative character.

In the sixteenth chapter of the ‘‘Gospel according to
Matthew’’ he makes this declaration: ‘‘The Son of man
shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and
then he will reward every man according to his works. Verily
I say unto you there be some standing here which shall not
taste of death till they see the Son of man coming in his
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kingdom.”” The older Gospel ascribed to Mark has the
phrase: ¢‘till they have seen the kingdom of God come in
power.”” No wonder that discussions arose about their places
in the new order of things. The entry into Jerusalem which
alarmed the priests and scribes with fear of a massacre,
would appear to them as preparatory to a grand revolt. It
would be what the Maccabee brothers had accomplished, a
century before.

It was natural after they had observed his encounters
with leading men about Jerusalem, that they should exhibit
anxiety. As they go from the temple, one of them calls his
attention to the magnificence of the newer structures. ‘‘The
days will come,’’ says he, ‘‘when there will not be left a stone
upon a stone, that will not be thrown down.”’

This was in keeping with what might be expected, and
would be certain to excite the desire to learn more. As soon
as they arrive at a resting-place, they come privately with
the questions: ‘‘Tell us, when will these things be, and what
will be the sign of thy coming, and of the consummation of
the period.”’

The answer has been given by each writer in a different
form. Evidently after the great disappointment, when no
change was apparent in the world around them, there was a
different construction of the discourse, if indeed, the dis-
course was ever spoken at all. In the Gospels ascribed to
Mark and Luke, the interrogation and reply relate only to
the catastrophe of the Jewish people. The description of the
darkening of the sun and moon, was only an Oriental mode
of figuring the destruction of a national polity. But in the
Gospel of Matthew the dramatic representation is more
extensive. The ‘‘Son of Man’’ appears in the clouds of the
sky after the style of an Eastern monarch entering upon
his government. His heralds gather up his loyal followers,
‘“‘the elect,”’ from all the regions where they have been scat-
tered. This action is illustrated by several parables to sig-
nify the accompaniments of his advent, after which follows a
description of the judgment to be meted out to the Gentiles—
“‘all nations.”’
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All this would seem to be a prediction of Jewish ascen-
dency, and the subjection of the various other peoples. It
was sealed by the declaration: ‘‘When ye shall see all these
things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say
unto you: This generation shall not pass, till all these things
be fulfilled. The Heaven and the earth shall pass away, but
my words shall not pass away.”’

The hope of speedy restoration appears to have been
deferred to a later period. The whole had been relegated to
a subsequent period, as these predictions indicate. But there
was the assurance that some of them would live to behold the
grand consummation. This expectation is avowed in the
various Epistles which have been included in the collection
known as the ‘““New Testament.”” Thus James, the staunch
supporter of orthodox Judaism against intrusion from the
outside world, addressing his epistle to the ‘‘elect’’ people
the ‘‘twelve tribes scattered abroad,’”’ affirms that ‘‘the com-
ing of the Lord draweth nigh.”” Peter also writes of ‘‘sal-
vation ready to be revealed in the last time.’”” This is an
evident allusion to an expected deliverance from alien domin-
ion; John confidently adds the assertion: ‘‘It is the last
time.”’ Paul, in whose gospel the foreign peoples have a
generous share, explains the matter more explicitly. Like a
true Pharisee of the school of Hillel he believes in a resur-
rection as part of the coming event. ‘‘We which are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord,’’ he declares, ‘‘shall
not prevent (precede) them which are asleep; for the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trump of God; and the
dead in Christ shall rise first. After that we ourselves who
remain shall be caught up with them.”’

The Apocalypse was evidently written as a sequel in the
drama of the New Testament. The book is introduced with
the proclamation: ‘‘The time is at hand.”” It was neces-
sary to sustain the authenticity of the declarations accre-
dited to Jesus, to show that there had men remained alive
till his predictions were accomplished. The writer of this
work appears to have carefully devoted his efforts to this
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purpose. First of all there is described a vision like the
one described in the tenth chapter of the book of Dantel, and
a collection of letters is next given, which purport to be
addressed to the angels of seven churches in Asia minor,
and are devoted to local controversies. The writer then pro-
ceeds to the purpose of the work. First, he sees in vision a
scroll that is sealed with seven seals. These are opened one
by one by the personage styled ‘‘the Lamb,”” a mode of
representation common in ancient mythology. As the seals
are opened a scene appears, corresponding with the prediec-
tions in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew. The similari-
ties are striking, as will be seen on comparison of passages.

Matthew XXIV: ¢“This gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness to all nations; and
then shall the end come.”’

Revelation VI: ‘“When the Lamb opened one of the seals
* * * 1 saw and behold a white horse; and he that sat
on him went forth conquering and to conquer.”’

Also the following:

Romans X, 18: ‘‘Their sound went out into all the earth,
and their words unto the ends of the world.”’

Also, Colossians 1, 23: ‘‘The Gospel which ye have heard,
and which was preached to every creature which is under
heaven.’’

Matthew XXIV: ‘“And ye shall hear of wars, and rumors
of wars.”’

Revelation VI: ‘“When he had opened the second seal,
* * * there went out another horse that was red; and
power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from
the earth, that they should kill one another; and there was
given to him a great sword.”’

Matthew XXIV: “There shall be famines.’’

Revelation VI: ‘“When he had opened the third seal,
* * * T beheld, and lo, a black horse; and he that sat on
him had a pair of balances in his hand. And I heard a voice
say: ‘A measure [quart] of wheat for a penny [a denarius, or
seventeen cents]* and three measures of barley for a penny.”’

® About $5.50 a bushel, with money much more valuable than in
later times.
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Matthew XXIV: ‘‘There shall be pestilence.’’

Revelation VI: ‘‘And when he had opened the fourth seal,
* * * behold, a pale horse; and his name that sat on him
was Death; and Hell followed with him: and power was given
to them over the fourth part of the earth to kill with sword,
-and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the
-earth.”’

Matthew XXIV: ‘‘Then shall they deliver you up to be
afflicted, and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of all
nations for my name’s sake. And then shall many be
offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one
another.”’

Revelation VI: ‘‘And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw -
under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word
of God, and the testimony which they held.”’

Compare Acts XXVIII, 22: ‘‘As concerning this sect, we
know that everywhere it is spoken against.”’

Matthew XXIV: ‘‘Immediately after the tribulation of
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the
powers of the heavens shall be shaken. And then shall appear
the sign of the Son of Man in the heavens, and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn; and they shall see the Son of
Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.”’

Revelation VI: ‘“And I beheld when he had opened the
sixth seal, and lo, there was a great earthquake, and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as
blood, and the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, and the
heaven departed as a scroll as it is rolled together; and every
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