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~NO'.I‘ES OF AN INVALID'S TOUR AMONGST
SPIRITUALISTS AND MEDIUMS.

The phenomena of Spiritualism generally reported are of that
class which appeal to the senses of the beholder,and therefore
partako decidedly of a materialistic tendency. The personal ex-
periences of individual Spiritualists or mediums, in which the spirit
of the living comes in direct contact with the spirits of the de-
parted, or those cases which afford examples of the confliet of the
embodied spirit with its circumstances, are of comparatively rare
occurrence. T'he realm indicated is indeed diflicult to explore, and
is much movre liable to lead to false conclusions than is the domein
of phenomenal Spiritualism, unless the experimenter is well
developed in his spiritual attvibutes, and has an intelligent con-
ception of his experiences.. Many fancies of a preposterous kind
have been promulgated as spiritual experiences, which no doubt
they were, but the method of interpretation employed ‘has been
incapable of giving a trus view of the facts. As a people we are
not yet sufficiently advanced in spiritual science and development
to understand even the ordinary experiences of daily life; with a
fuller knowledge of the expression of mind through the organism,
and a deeper insight into the mysteries of mediumship, we may
become competent to comprehend individually our relations to the
a{:mt-world, and in how far our thoughts and actions originate
therein, Then it will be meore possible for us to be what e
desire, and carry out our ideal of Iife unmolested by the nameless
and unknown interruptions which daily mar the outcome of our
good resolutions,

Tae ParLosorny oF ILuNEss.

Andrew Jackson Davis makes the statement that all illness is
spiritual in its origin; that is, it takes its rise in the spiritual part
of man's nature. The body, as the instrument of the spirit,
becomes encumbered by conditions which have heen imposed upon
it by circumstances or the habits of the individual, and diseass is
the effort of the spirit to clear its tenement of morbid obstructions,
« All disease is remedial,” says Dr. Trall, “and were it not for
disease in its various forms it would be impossible for mankind to
exist.,” The nature of disease requires to be more perfectly known,
then its treatment would be more successful, and after an illness
the patient would feel himself the better for his cleansing, May
T be permitted to male a practical remark here, and ask the reader
to procure, study, and practise the lessons laid down in an admir-
able little work by a lady, entitled, © Illness: its Cause and Cure”*

Triwess A8 A METHOD 0F SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT.

We know as yet very little of the meaps of developmentused by
Spiritualists in the olden timeé—Spirvitunlists of the Pythagorean
school. In a general way it may ga stated that development was
a work of long continuance, extending over & great part of a life-
time, and such a trying ordeal that few counld survive it. Only
those who could surmount the obstacles that lay in the way could
be admitted to the spiritual temple, which was not a “circle”
merely for the production of phenomena, but a school for the
exercise of spirituality and for co-operation with wise and benefi~
cent spirits. These old “mediums” were mora than mediums, 2s
Mr. Newton Crosland pdints out in vespect to Jesus, They were
undoubtedly in communication with spirits, but it was from their
own spirit that the light of wisdom wos most frequently drawn.
They were the compeers of spirits rather than the sm)jecte of them,
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Their organisms become attuned and purified till the harmonies of
celestial love could reverberate from the fully-matured soul within.
This change was brought about by physical and mental habits
and exercises. The bodily-functions were used only for the purposes
of the spirit, and the mind was severely taxed that the soul within
might be called out to its utmost capacity. Tence the severity of
the ordeal ; for unless the organisation were of superior quality, it
was bound to succumb under the great strain placed upon it.
These old novitiates shut themselves off somewhat apart from the
world ; but if they had tried their methods of development in the
city of London at the present day, and had imposed upon them
the burdens of teaching through agencies not adequately supported
by material means, I think they would have brt%(en down more
frequently, and seldom reached the point desired.
ﬁut what has this to do with illness? Simply this: if the
novice who is being developed has not opportanities to allow
Nature to do her work harmoniously, she will take the matter in
her own hands. But we are not certain that these ancient schools
had not crucial illnesses amongst their members, or why the severity
of the discipline, which frequently terminated in death ? "Those
with harmonious organisations, who could throw oft the “0ld
Adam” as quickly as the “ New Man” was formed, would not
require to pass through the erisis of disease, and would be possibl
the best apostles when their development was complete ; men wit
more sluggish frames, in which the débys of organic action accumu-
lated, would require to throw this off' by some febrile process,

My OwN EXPERIENCE.

I entered on my work in Spiritualism, fifteen years ago, through
the portals of pain and suffering, which nearly rent soul from body.
I had besen promoting Spiritualism for some time previously, but I
fult a great change was at hand, and that I bad to enter upon a
new path. A state of intense despondency and mental misery
preceded the attack for several weeks, and after dysentery and
fever had reduced; me to & shadosw, by the aid of hydropathy I was
in a convalescent state in ten days after the commencement of the
attack, but as weak as a child. I remember walking about seeing
objects around me, but unable to think of their uses or speak their
names ;L was a new man, instinct with a new set of ideas and
purposes,

Since that time I haye had a series of violentillnesses, but all of
them of various types: that is, the seat of them was a different
organ or tissue of the body. The treatment has in like manner
varied ; the hydropathic process alone, which completely restored
fifteen years ago, would fail now. Of the remarkable means wsed
by the spivits three yeais ago to bring me throngh diphtherio, a
full®ccount was given in the Mepiv at the time, The mesmeric _
treatment afforded me by Mr. Perrin on another oceasion waa
described in Human Nature; and just now the symptoms and
means of recovery have been nltogether different to those expe-
rienced on past occasions. )

WaY AnrE THESE LXPERIENCES Neopssany iy My Case?

I am by nature oue of the niost healthy and enduring nien
imaginable, I have passed through many phases of life, and en-
gaged in a wide variety of oconpations, This has had & very useful
effect on both body and mind. One feature hasalways characterizad
me, I haye, by circumstances epperently boyond miy control, heen
continually taxed to the utmost limit of my capacity, theroby de-
veloping my powers to theie fullest eapability.  Even when & hay
at sehool, i addition to studying my own leseons I was sat to teach
othera; and by constant application from enrly morning (Il after
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the evening classes were closed—for we had a night-school also—
it brought on a very low state of health, which was perhaps my
first crisis. . PR
Since then my life has been a busy one—a kind of double life,
in which, while I was concluding my duties on one step of the
ladder, I was preparing to occupy a place on the steps immediately
aboye me. I do not mean tosay that I haye recklessly rushed into
excess of work, but it has, somehow, fallen to my share to earry
heavy burdens; and since my connection with Spiritualism the
bondage has been absolutely compulsory. I have had either to go
right on with the Spiritual work or turn back altogether. A
novitiate in the Spiritual school has to prove himself worthy or
unworthy. There are no half-measures emplo;gg or }mlf-n;en
accepted. A a

bR 5 Wi shoneh thor sl i dagh L 1 o
out pain. n-_f-gg";g”;‘ jen’ are fond of self-indulgence, which is
the great jer fo spirituality ; and to cure them of it * fate ”
@ «'them 1 plish ' WAy thet they caniot escaps fhe

"but it is questionable if the same

care
ultimage good eould be fhus obfaiped. :

It ot g '_r"agp" ..qﬁli '%;g ember that he is a cun-
dida m-g\ﬁd € at qugoig @%y with spiritual
beings haying the same illimitable destiny before them as he
himself has. Do not our guides in spirit-life watch over our
“ patal hour,” and shape us for the work we have to do for the
world, and for our own development ? To me there is no fact in
existence more certain. This spirit-guidance is the ‘‘fate” that
men talk of, and.the “Providence” of the more religions mind.
The ‘“ unseen hand ” may not be go obyious in the career of some,
but that is because they are not developed on the plane which
necessitates their engaging in spiritual work. When I look back
on ‘my past lifé, 1 see in it an uninterrupted advance towards that
point which I have now reached, and I regard my present position
as of momentary duration, paying the way to yet further progress.
My tasks have been impo’se& upon me to draw out the powers of
gpirit, and ravefy the body to its uses. Without this pressure I
would not, of my own choice, have trod the up-hill path necessary
to attain the end desired. Bunyan's *Pilgrim” was not content
to lodge comfortably in the ¥ Oity of Destruction,” but at great
inconvenience, and with much danger and euffering, he trod a
most fearful path, which had withal an honourable course and &
brilliant termination. And we are all pilgrims passing on from
the city of Animality and Selfishness, which is destruction, to
the eternal cigy of Spiritual Truth, which is permament food:

This is how I account for the burdens and trials of my path, and
the spiritual uses of my spells of ill-health aré thus made clear to
me. I get so hardly pressed and hampered for relnxation, that the
gystem cannat throw off the waste tissue and used-up magnetism
a8 fast as it con%regntes, and the eonsequence is a stoppage of the
works occasionally, that the work of cleaning and repairing may
be performed. ~Were the whip not thus applied to force me to if,
I am sure I would never exert myself sufficiently to produce that
degree of development which the final needs of my service may
demand. Like many other men, the desire for indulgences would
lead me off the path, were it not that stern necessity compels in
the right direction. 7

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE REsvnys? -

After every illnesss I have been, in a marked sense, 2 new man
and have somewhat altered my course in life. My work and the
tendency of my thought kas been much changed. = With my chest
illness, which was so successfully treated by Mr. Perrin, I got my
degree as a platform speaker on Spiritualism. I had previously
taught on subjects move in keeping with the physical functions;
with the diphtheria I lost the need for notes, or the arrangement
of a syllabus on paper, before giving a lecture.. Another sifting
gave me the power fo write out a lecture correctly after having
given it in an off-hand manner. My illness in spring after the
terrible pressure of the prosecutions gave the Order of Spiritusl
Tenchers, Since then my work, in an jnspirational and worldly
sense combined, has been heavier than it was before. A heavy
stream of thought has pressed upon my mind continually, to give
utterance to such ideas as would help to preserve the morale of
Spirisualism in the severe ecrisis through which it has been
passing, With the obloguy which fell upon the phenomenal
evidences, many felt weak in the faith ; and into the opening thus
presented it was well to drive the wedge of a more spiritual con-
eoption of the work, This I know has been most feebly accom-
plished, but what has been done has not altogether failed in its
purpose. As an instance, I met at Neweastle the other Tay a
gentleman who eaid he had bheen much strengthened in his helief
in Spiritualism by my earnestness. This is not a solitary case;
the attitude of one mind in a prominent position, lilte the action
of a goldier in the front of a battle, does much to decide the con-
duct of the others. The intensity of my feelings on hehalf of
Spiritnaliem, and the unmistakable manner in which this has heen
exhibited, has been of use to not a few who are attached to this
Movement, The impression on myself has heen greatly increased
by the pecuniary difficulties which have attended the work. The
candle has indeed been burning at both ends, and in a furious
draught, too, which has exhausted it at a rapid rate. Thege
cireumstances account for the prostrated condition in which [
;mvo been for some time, and my ultimate breakdown by brain
Byer,

doom get before them. I would'gladly dispense with much of the.
age({tdil g&  falls to n?y of, :

Tre Errper o HEALTH oN THE SPmRITUAL OUTLOOK.

Another interesting feature in connection with this study is the
effect which the stafe of the body has upon the gpiritual percep-
tions. In a general way I may say that my consciousness of
spiritugl existence augments with each crisis through which I
pass. But just before the attack the lamp burns with the mini-
mum of radiance. The anguish and lostnégs—if the word may he
permitted—of such a state is i‘;‘;ﬂe:s’crilénble;"'-'}‘hé' ath is darlk and its
passage uncertain. The coward who simpl fg;%“s’ ‘déath and hell
isno doubt to be pitied, put the interest é%-’;ﬁe‘g:iriﬁml worker
are of far greater moment, He cares nof for himself or his future.
He trusts in God and abandons every ip rest to His keeping, but
while the issue hangs trembling in the balance the sugpense: is
agonising. The soul'is made to renounce everthing that pertains
to the time-sphere.” Material means are not to' bahad'; well, let
material interests go: mead§ bf usefulness dependent upon these
material resources must be frustrated ; what of it ? Fb';: them : but
iou are undone, homeless, to be turned adrift, and all that you

ave va 1_ié§ and held dear is to "be sent from yo $'1 submit :
health rume*} 11 ' maint: strife of 1
gone for eyer; I accept the fact: where 1§ the light of inspiration
and the aid of 's“'ritrguidgpqg"t‘];dt wis woptg‘g‘s' nile upon the

=

and the ability to’ maintain the strifo of life is

i
ath 2 All is dnr[l,: and § fgn’ﬁ%t@e windows of heayen seem shut ;
ut I bow to the stern. decree: ubfeeling, nnpringipled men will
take advantage of your wealness, h '8gloqi1y‘bn your name, and
strive to possess themselves of that which you can no longer hold.
T'his is hard to bear, but the bitter cup is swallowed with the re-
flection : “I am nobody now. I give up all that man holds dear.
Nothing is Ieft but God. To Him I commit myself in all my help-
lessness and nakedness.” . ’ X

Such have been some of my experiences in the midst of grevious
physical pain and seasons of unconsciousness. And are these
symptoms not of importance in the study of man as a spiritual
being who has to be puriﬁed and tried to see whether he is a man
ora beast? In the initiation to some of our secret orders the en-
trant has'to pass throungh a ceremony symbolical of the soul-throes
and helplessness which I have attempted to describe, and it is only
after he has been reduced to the lowest ebb that he is accounted
worthy to arise and become acquainted with the wisdom and bene-
ficence of the Sons or LiGHT, :

I do not teach that disease and suffering are conditions we
should covet and throw ourselves needlessly into their embrace,
Tt will not be denied that disease and pain are facts, and I on]
endeavour to account for them and show their uses in the work of
man's spiritual development. There are some hygienics who thin);
of nothing but health and live only to develop the body and enjoy
its perfect condition. They are epicureans. This may be carried
too far. The spirit may be sacrificed to the body and man becoma
a kind of prize ox or racehorse, with no other idea than that of he-
ing a perfect animal. I know some men of this type who can
scarcely be ealled progressive. They haye only one idea, and to
open up their minds to a higher inspiration wquld disturh the
balance of the nervous forces, impair the appetite, induce dis-
comfort, and therefore be to them an evil to be avoided. 4

The spirit has an incessant struggle with its circumstances, and
what with ignorance, bad habits, and the unfavourable conditions
imposed by modern society, ill health is more or less the doom of
all, I desire to throw out the idea that if is not an unmixed evil.
In our short-sightedness we are prone to regard all that is uncom-
fortable as evi!, whereas if we had a wider view of the scheme of
life we would observe that good ends are being attained at every
step. Particularly when we sfudy man as a spiritual being do wé
observe the value of physical suffering; and if our healers and
teachers were alive to this aspeet of the subject, the sufferings of
life might be turqed to blessings, every one.

Varrous Forms oF MEDICAL TREATMENT.

I found the wet sheet pack and bath of great use in reducing
faver, but to rid the brain of its discomforts, the healing abilities of
Dr. Mack were alone efficacious. His soothing hands on the head
brought the fiery heat to the surface, and his presence induced an
effort quite uncontrollable, which caused the system to throw off
its griefs and renounce all. Be it known that disease, in purging
the system, has to employ many various means. A splinter run into
the flesh has to be lSled out mechanically ; foulness of the blaod
may be thrown off by the skin ; but griefs, cares, and anxieties pass
off by the brain; and when the dearest hopes of existence are
blighted and crushed, restoration can only come by the deepest
throes of the spirif. In such cases a true sympathy from the
honest heart of 'a real friend is & medicine beyond all value. That
sovereign power, ministered by his spirit-guides came from Dr.
Mack, for which I owe Rim the heartiest acknowledgment. I was
also much henefited and strengthened physically later on by the
magnetic influence of Mr. Hawkins. But it was impossible o get
well at the Spiritual Institution, the atmosphers of which is
permeated with that kind of excitement which produced the disease,
Fivery book, paper, letter, person, and word spoken, brought to
mind the heat of the struggle, and the hof arrows would agan
shoot through the brain and canse the cold| perspiration ta break
forth. Kind friends turned up unexpectedly, and with gifts to
meot the expenses and offers of hospitality, made the gloom radiant
with their kindness. o, i

I have some excuse to make to the many friends who invited me
to most eligible resorts, and whose kind offers I have not heen &.bl_e
to accept. This is how it was, When I geve up all, and my Bplllnt
stood in ite helplessness in the presence of the Great Father, then
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was the turning point, and I soon found that instead of all being
lost, T posséssed everything. ‘A changé occurred in all departments ;
friends appeared, and in addition I found that I enjoyed impressions
from ‘helpers in spirit-life in such a manner as never before expe-
rienced. My course was guided entirely by these impressions,

which were irresistible. I therefore undertook the journey to-

South Shields to the abode of Mr. Lambelle. No sleep visited my
eyes for several nights, and I began to regret my step. A severe
aroxysm turned the scales in which the aid of Mr. and Mrs. Lam-
gelle and their spirit-guides was markedly apparent. T was made
to know that an entire separation from mediumistic influences
would not- have been beneficial. A certain degree of mental
activity and spiritual exercise was needful, and that I could obtain
in a suitable form with Mr, Lambelle, whose spirit-hands, by their
wise and kindly acts, established their claim to confidence and
respect, X )
wa Mg. LAMBELLE'S MEDIUMSHIP.

I do not profess to be able to do justice to the theme of this
paragraph. Mr. Lanibelle’s mediumship stands by itself in the
history of Spiritualism in this country. His controls are of the
intellectual and reformatory kind, and haye most thoroughly proved
their identity. When some statement is made respecting any one
of these spirits, the mind of the hearer natu*y desires informa-
tion to establish the claim made respecting Tie spirit. That in.
formation is in every case immediately forthcoming, and the more
the subject is investigated the clearer does it become. It would
be of great value to'the Cause if Mr. Lambelle would give a series
of papers illustrative of his mediumship, and the identity of his
controls. He has a fine intellect, and good literary abilities, as-his
contributions in the Mepruar show, but he has little time for
literary work. Ile is by trade & working blacksmith, and his
“leavy work, alternating between severo perspiration at the forge
and exposure at the top of the mast of a ship in the river, is most
exhausting to him, and injurious to his health and development.
I haye seen him come in almost unable to keep up his head ; and
when seyeral nights in the week is devoted to mediumship while
in this state, it is easy to imagine what sacrifices a working man
lias to make for Spiritualism.

INTERVIEWS WITH SPIRIT-FRIENDS:

On the Sunday, and again during the week, I had the pleasure
of meeting Mr. Joseph Robertson, of Scotswood, uncle to Mr,
Lambelle. Thig gentleman comes a distance of some sixteen miles
once and sometinies twice a week to the séances. With him I had
my first sitting with Mr. Lambelle, and the controls of relatives
and others was a complete realisation of spirit-communion. On
other- occasions we had a repetition of this pleasure, but on the
Friday evening I had o nice fireside sitting, only Mr. and Mus.
Lambelle and iyself being present. Our spirit-friends first
operated on us normally. A peculiar happy feeling stirred up the
deepest emotions, and themes of poetry and song swept over
the chords within, removing the scars caused by grief and suffer-
ing, and opening the aspirations to the dawn of & new day. Then
Myr. Lambelle passed into the trance, and was controlled first by
& Roberf Bruce,” a leading spirit of my native country, who has
been so long one of my dearest spirit-friends. His gentle yet firm
words were comforting and re-assuring. He alluded to the season
of shadow through which I had passed. He saide that the success
of my efforts were cerfain—that I was to go on steadily—that he
had always been with me, and would be to the end. (Sreat
changes yore about to talkg place, which would require all the
effort T conld make to effict them. As to our old country, Scot-
land, he said Spiritualism would yet make vast strides amongst
her people, but they had first to be purified from their selfishness
and sensuality. Influences were at work to introduce the reforms
necessary to the final triumph of spiritual truth.

“Spinosa ” came also, and spoke of the interest I had taken in
his views by the publication of his phrenological characteristics in
Human Natyre.  He bent the medium forward, causing his chest
to contract, and he spoke in a yery low and humble spirit. He
said he made many errors in his philosophical dissertations, which
he was anxious to rectify. So little was known in his time of some
departments of science, that he had made mistakes. He was far
too materialistic, and he thought I had idealised his views and
made them much more spiritual than he intended them.

Then came “ Robert Burns,” who stated that he and other friends
had caused the emotional feeling that had been experienced. He
strongly recommended the frequent singing of the “auld sangs,” ag
a means of relieving the spirit from worldly cares, Though he
could hot express himeelf characteristically through the medium,
yet the language was an attempt at the Ayrshire dialect, and such
as Mr. Lambelle does not kmow how to use in his normal state.

% Oliver Cromwell,” My, Lambelle’s chief guide, also spoke a
few words, and they were such as one would expect from such a
brave spirit. Mr. Lambelle is “ Oliver Cromwell ” more than any-
one else when under control, and the words of this spirit have an
extraordinary force and reality about them,

Another friend came, one of Mr, Lambelle's relatives, and spoke
most encouragingly of future progress, He said there had been
great meerings of spirits inférested in the Cause, and certain
changes had heen reésolved npon. My course would he altered
considerably, necessitating additional means, but all that would be
provided. It was not my work, but the spirits’ work, and they
would see that the necessary means yere fortheoming. There was
a union of spirity taking place in various parts of the country to
bring about' s combined result, During my sojouwrn with My

Lambelle, which I look back on with pleasure, notwithstanding
my suffering state, I was more than ever made to know that
Spiritualism is the work of the spirit-world, and that we, as theif
co-operators, are not carrying out our personal plans, and seeking
our own needs, but that we are working for the establishment of a
higher truth, and the future welfare of the human family. This
baptism of epirit, apart from any ordinary cares, was what T par-
ticularly stood in need of.

TeEE SoUTH SHIELDS SPIRITUALISTS.

On Sunday evening Mr. Lambelle addressed the ¢ Excelsior
Circle ” at their rooms. I made an effort, and accompanied him:
I was asked by Mr. Robertson, who presides, to choose a subject.
I did so, and presented the following : “ What are the Advantages
appertaining to Spiritualism, and how shall we best attain them ?”
The control, in the course of the address, strongly recommended
education and individual deyelopment as the best means of realising
the advantages of Spiritualism. ‘3

On Thursday evening the School of S?irituu’l Teachers which
has been established mét at Mr. Lambelle’s house. About twenty-
four ladies and gentlemen attended, and a most intelligent assembly
it was, A pleasant evening was spent, during which refreshments
were served. The work of the future was discussed, and it was
recommended that the local friends rely more on their own efforts.
Mr. Lambelle stated that he desired to withdraw from some of the
work that he had hitherto done, that he might devote himself to
other matters that pressed on him, and thus allow the eircle better
opportunities for the development of its members,

Mr. Burnsides was controlled, and endeavoured to give the fire
test, which was not altogether successful, though he has frequently
accomplished it. A collection of £1 8s. 7d. was made on behalf of
the Spiritual Institution. \

There are private sittings held in South Shields, besides those of
the “Tixcelsior Circle.” There is a fine gronp of earnest Spiri-
tualists in the place, and they only require to enlarge their pro-
gramme, and assume a little more activity, to make themselves
very useful,

Mr. Corner and others of the thoughtful and well-informed
friends expressed themselves highly in favour of a more studious
and intellectual method of treating the subject.

TYNE-SIDE SPIRITUALISM.

No stranger to the district can have an adequate idea of what is
implied in the term Tyne-side. It is one of our most important
provincial centres. Newcastle is some ten miles distant from the
mouth of the Tyne at North and South Shields, and from the sea
right up to Newcastle and several miles above it there is one con-
tinuous range of towns and yillages and a serivs of docks and
factories. The district also may be said to comprise a broad zone
on each side of the river keyond the towns immediately on its
banks. In this region, extending, to the south, into the county
Durham, and on the north, part of Northumberland, the most
important field of Spiritualism in this country may befound. Sun-
derland, on the southernmost limit of the distriet, has amongst its
inhabitants some faithful and intelligent friends df the Cause: T
wet with Mr, J, Rutherford, who writes the admirable articles on
Oersted in Human Nature, and Mr. Pinkney.; but the state of my
health would not permit of my calling on the friendsin that im-
portant town. It is a hard place to work in the way of publiclec-
tures, but there is a great deal of rracﬁcnl Spiritualism in operation
there as well as in the remote villages.

Mr. Lambelle and other speakers have been addressing meetings
at Windy Nook, near to Gateshead, and further to the west Téam
Valley and the Chester-le-Street district are met with, where the
Cause continues to maintain a firm footing, I met Mr, Graham,
of Chester-le-Strect, who is as earnest as ever, and speaks highly
of the devotedness of friends at Ouston and West Pelton. Mre.
Batie (nde Miss Longbottom) is doing work in the Cause. She is
at present on a tour to Yorkshire. I intended paying the Ouston
friends a visit, but to have exercised myself more than T did swould
have broken me down entirely. I hope the friends will accept
this apology for my apparent inattention, and I look forward to a
niore favourable opportunity for going amongst them with the view
of being of some nse. There is no part of Ingland in which I
have more friends than Co. Durham. It would have given ma
pleasure to have visited Bishop Auckland, Indhoe Grange, Orook,
High Grange, Ferry Hill, Stockton, Middleshorough, Seanam Har-
bour, and other places, but T was not able for the effert.

On the north lies an important colliery district, extending to
Morpeth, In thisregion there are hundreds of earnest Spiritual-
ists, but work has been 8o bad and the income of families so reduced,
that many good Spiritualists have been discouraged in their efforts
for the present. My, Thomas Brown was at Choppington, and
everywhere we have excellent accounts of his work and charactar,
The same statement is due to Mr. Westzarth. The leading Spiri-
tualists of Neweastla 5pé,~.k of him in terms of high appreciation.
I was sorry to hear of changes in the position of Ny. Skipsey, a
man of great talent, literary and ];szchicn], but who has to earn a
liying by great suffering in the bottom of the coal mine. This
kind of warl is most prejudicial to sensitives, and subjects them
to a life of mertyrdom. Spiritudlists very muech stand in their
own light when they allow the talénts of such & man to run to
waste,” | have been frequently asked on my tour togive & phreno-
logical delineation, that I might ducide as to spiritual qualities, I
have repeatedly expresssd my inability to go to the length desired,
but haye recommended My, Skipsoy as the fit and pru;)er pexrson to
do the ipiportant seryice thus demanded. The friends in the

L
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various towns should have such a teacher as Mr. Skipsey a week
at a time occasionelly. He could give valuable advice to indi-
viduals. He could inform sitters as to the proper constituents of
their circles to effect any gurpose that might be desired. Many
well-meaning seekers spend unavailing months in their endeavours
to get at the truth of spiritual life and communion. Others become
disheartened at the inharmonies that creep into their little band.
Mr. Skipsey is the kind of physician to set these matters to rights
and put the spiritual pilgrim on the proper path. I sincerely
hope, for the sake of the Cause, that Mr. Skipsey will not be lost
gight of. I would be gled if he would send on his new address if he
has moved. Iwas somry I could not meet with him on my passage
north. A consultation with him would have been a great com-
fort and benefit to me.
SPIRITTALISM IN NEWCASTLE.

Mr. Lambelle, with his kindly considerateness, accompanied me
to Newcastle on the Saturday. The whirl of the town made me
quite ill, and I was not restored till I visited the mediumistic
family of Mr. William Robertson. Neweastle has not & good
atmosphere for sensitives. It isa hard, driving, business place,
but the quiet, spiritual, family fireside is like an oasis in a howling
desert. That priceless gift of Heaven—Hoarm, is valuable beyond
all power of computation. When there is love, sympathy, and
the light of the spirit-world there, it is the true nursery of virtue,
health, prosperity of all kinds, and happiness. I returned to the
town again, and was better able to stand its atmosphere. We
retired to the Art Gallery, superintended by Mr. Barkas. It is
indeed a charming place of resort, and & hoon to the town. M
Barkas’s generous and intelligent countenance, which is first beheld
on entering, is a true indicator of the state of the interior. There
was & most enjoyable concert in the evening, and as the time
passed on, the place became fuller and fuller, yot so orderly was
the great mass of spectators and listeners, that the little group of
Spiritualists scemed to have the whole place to themselves. Ina
snug recess, surrounded by lovely paintings and other works of
art, I had a pleasant chat with Mr, Mould, Mr. Armstrong, Mr.
Pickup, Mr. Ashton, and other active friends of the Cause. The
agreeable and kindly thought-atmosphere which these good brothers
threw off, in combination with the sweet music of the band, was o
dual stream of harmony most refreshing and elevating. The friends
said they did not wish me to speak on the following evening if it
would injure me; they would feel content if I could efter the
meeting and say just a word or two, but, if I felt equal to the task,
an address would be welcomed. I had been warned by spirit-
friends of the conmsequences of attempting to lecture, but at the
same time I had also been encouraged to do my hest; I therefore
resolved on addressing the meeting if possible.

I was to have resided with Mr. Pickup, but Mr, Armstrong who
presides over Miss Fairlamb's seances, carried me off to his agree-
uble family aud quiet home on the Mooredge, far above the smoke
and din of the town. I restrained my strong degire to be present
af Miss Tairlamb's seance on Sunday morning, but was glad to
hear that a series of materialisation experiments had made satis-
factory progress and that % George” has shown his face and parts
of his body in a convineing manuer. The management have com-
menced a series of dark seatices for physical phenomena on Tues-
day evenings, that new members may be instructed in the more
commen facts before the higher phenomena be presented to them.
’.l‘fh'ls IS & wise arrangement, and we may hops to hear good news
of it.

On Sunday afternoon I yisited Mr. Kersey who is universally
heloved and highly esteemed for his ceaseless exertions on behalf of
the operations of Psychological Society. There I met some of the
most interesting persons I have ever seen. Possessed of superior
medinmistic ability, these good people yet hold it back, doubting
the eertainty of the region to which intuition gives access. Now
this is capable of easy explanation. The sensitive organism is
lile a mirror or the field of view of the camera obscura, which
shows in moving away the objéets passing around, even to the
clouds and smoke that float in the atmosphere. These sensitive
minds in like manner give expression to the psychical influences
that ahound in their midst—1t may be materialism, atheism, or
desponding doubt. They fancy that it is an impediment in their
own minds which prevents them from accepting the truth and
placing their superior talents at its service. Not so ; they are more
impressed by the clouds of error that hover around them than the
sun of truth which shines overhead and whose brilliancy is obseured
by the lower shadows. In a short time, when public opinion
changes o little and the clouds of adversity and jgnorance disperse,
many workers will enter the field and push forward the -vintage,
hut we may just as well expect to gather strawberries amidst frost
and snow as to gather the fruits of mediumship in a mental
atmosphere incompatible with its development,

The meeting on Sunday evéning in the Society’s rooms, Weir's
(Sonrf, was crowded to the door. Newcastle shows an example
goldom seon elsewhere, The gentlemen connected with the move-
ment, well known in commerce, &ec., in the town, take their
part in the working of the meetings in & hold and open manner.
Tiare they are at the door, attending to the comfort of visitors,
and the platform holds an eray of them giving their support and
conntenimee to the work in the most hearty manner. The hall
appenred to be a neat place, but being erowded, the atmosphere
was somewhnst oppressive. Over the platform haugs a very ex-
cellent portrait of Mrs. Tappan, painted by a Spiritualist, 1\!1‘.

Smith, thhink, @ little to the north of Newcastle. Of the details
of the premisss, geance-room, &c., I will not yentura to speak, a8

it appears like a fading dream to me now, my brain energies
having been wholly absorbed in the work of the meeting. Mr.
Mould, the president, occupied the chair, Mr. Westgarth was on
the platform ready to take up the meeting if I failed: It was
determined that I should speak right off; for sitting passively in a
full ‘' meeting is much more exhausting than addressing .the
audience. I sometimes feel more exhausted sitting near the
speaker at Doughty Hall than if T had occupied the speaker's
Elace myself. After My, Mould’s few kindly words of introduction,

got on to my feet and seemed to speak away quite freely, for
how long I do not knos, but it scemed that the evening was pretty
well occupied. There was a splendid influence from the meeting
and. a strong power from the upper world, which well supplied the
brain. The audience was attentive, and as to the lecture, if I can
get hold of it, I will endeavour to find time to write it out. The
collection taken up amounted to £8. 8s. 13d., which was handed
to ma towards the funds of the Spiritual Institution.

After the address was finished T retired and took a hand-bath, a
process which eyery speaker should adopt after speaking. As soon
I was ready to receive friends Mr. Meek, formerly of Mrs. Faw-
cett’s circle, Bishop Auckland, came forward and renewed our ac-
quaintance. He was accompanied by a lady who was introduced
as a ‘“‘mediam.” @I said, “Yes, she is a medical medium.”
Immediately she was entranced, and most skilfully manipulated me
from head to foot. When she commenced my limbs were cold to
the knees, as they had been all the evening, hut soon I felt my
feet quite warm and my nerves soothed. I have been operated on
by many healers, but I do not think I ever experienced so much
benefit as from this treatment.

Though 1 did not sleep an hour all night, yet on Monday I was
not thrown back, but was so weary as to be scarcely able to move.
I went to seek my healing friend for curative treatment. I ulti-
mately found Mr, Meek af Felling, and my benefactor, Mrs. San-
derson, who is wife of a pitman. I was again greatly strengthened,
and found Mr. Sanderson a most intelligent and respectable man,
and adapted for o different sphere than the work he is at in the
bowels of the earth, and which is at present in a very depressed
state, realising scarcely one weelk's wages in the fortnight. How
these struggling people live on their pittance is a mystery, but,
strange to say, it is in the cottage homes of these hardship-driven
millions that the light and beneficence of the spirit-world shines
most brightly. Mr. Meek is also a superior medium, but his
arduous toil at the boiler fires thirteen hoursout of the twenty-four
destroys his power almost entirely. '

T have been mueclhr struck with the kindness and sympathy of the
Noweastlo friends, and indeed with all [ have met on my tour, If
this good feeling and friendly sentiment could only endure_it would
be a grand thing for Spiritualism. I am also particularly indebted
to the healing and spiritual influences I havemet. At every stage
there has been some helping hand to enable me to keep on the path
of improvement and yet do & considerable amount of worlk,

Of the general work in Neweastle I was able to learn but little,
and will not speak of it now. T am at present in Ayrshire, at the
“house of my fathers.” It is pleasant’once more.to see the dear
old people who were the instruments of one's being; and to tread
the familiar scones of childhood. T find, however, that the shat-
tered nervous system builds up but slowly. Any thought of the
Spiritual Institution and its struggles shoots through the brain like
a hot dart. I trast my incapacity will not be the cause of wearing
out those more sensitive than myself, and recall ' me from the posi-
tion of an invalid to that of a nurse, Spiritualists, let us hold
together and sustain our work as one soul, even as the spirit-world
sustains us all. (Signed) J. BURNS.

MR. COLVILLE AT DOUGHTY HALL,

Last Sunday evening, Mr, W, J. Colyille occupied the platform
at Doughty Iall, 14, Bedford Row, Holborn, and delivered an
inspirational discourse upon ¢ Elementary Spirits,” The attend~
ance was large and appreciative. After some singing, the medium
read a chapter from the Bible, and then passed under the control
of his guides.

INvoCATION,

O Thou Divine Intelligence, Thou Eternal Mind, Thou Infinite
and all-pervading Soul, Thou who fillest the universe with Thy
power ! O Thou Divine Infinite and all-pervading Presence, Source
of all being! we thy children offer unto Thee our praises, our
jubilant anthems and thanksgivings. Wao praise Thee that Thon
st endowed each spirit of humanity with a germ of Thine own
divinity, We praise Thee that there is a chain which links every
soul to the Deity, that there is commmunion with the Father of
sphrits for each child of human kirth. O Thou all-wise Creator
and Preserver of Life, may we realise that we are all co-partners
with the Deityin the work of the universe, and that there are
powers of greatness infinite, and capacities, within each humsn
breast, which shall he unfolded throughout the lapse of the eternal
ages. O Thou Divine Source of all Wisdom, Thy children are
oftentimes groping their ways amidst darkness, error, and super-
gtition, grant tgat Thy loving angels, the white-robed messengers,
miny desesnd from their holy habitations into the midst of humanity,
and uplift the pall of darkness, dissipate all clouds of supeystition,
and lead Thy children on in love to Thee, O Thou Diyine and
all-abiding source of Truth! Thou infinite fountain from whence
all life proceeds ! Thousmatchless source of all purity ! may Thy
presence be manifested in every act of daily 1ifé to every seaxcher
after.truth. Thy truth is at all times reyealed, May Thy children
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indeed realise their glorious responsibilities, their glorious and
inestimable privileges as linked inseparably with the Divine Mind.
May one and all realise that Thou art our Fatherand our Mother
God, whose temple is the vast universe, and whose hallowed shrine
is the humble heart. Thou by whom mighty planets gyrate in
space, and from whom all forms of life burst into existence in
unison with Thy Divine Will. May Thy kingdom indeed be
established on earth with power, and may Thy spirit reign both
now and for evermore in the hearts and lives of all Thy children.
—Amen.
C ADDRESS.

Friends,—We may state that according to previous announce-
ments, the subject of our discourse this evening is “ Elementary
Spirits.” In the limits of a single discourse it would be impossible
to do justice to the subject in its entirety, we will therefore touch
only upon the more salient points conneeted with it.

In dealing with such a subject, we shall undoubtedly have to
traverse a large portion of the ground gone over by those in ancient
and modern times who have studied the ocenlt, and we shall have
to retrace the steps which have been traced over and over again
by those who are to-day discussing the problem of the origin of
the human soul ; we shall endeayour, however, to throw some light
upon the mysteries of past ages, and upon those theories of to-day
which appear to be conflicting and misleading in relation tu the
human soul, and its condition before it enters into the human body,
gleo on the source from ywhence spirits are incarnated in human

orm, )

You are doubtless aware that the ancients regarded earth, fire,
air, and water, as constituting the whole of the universe. Now
modern chemistry has discovered more than sixty elements, yet,
nevertheless, these could be all more or less accurately resolyed
into these four primal elements, as concerns the material part of
the universe, which are known as the earth, air, fire, and water.
The ancients certainly had a belief in immortality, and firmly be-
lieved that spirit was antecedent to matter, and not matter
antecedent to spirit. We are not speaking now of the savages
or of any barbarians, and rather prefer to leave entirely out
of the question those who were not somewhat initiated into
the spiritual mysteries. If we are to speak of the spiritual
belief of the ancients, we must enter into some of the beliefs which
were held amongst those who were initiated into the mysteries of
those occult orders which yet exist to-day amongst the Brahmins,
Buddhists, and others. The ancients regarded that all spirit entered
matter, and that therefore all matter swwas pervaded by spirit, and
as they recognised four distinct material elements, they recognised
four distinet orders of elementary spirits, considering that cvery
expression of matter was the expression of some spirit dwelling
within it. Thess elementaries were designatad as follows, the
undines which dwell in the water, the gnomes inhabiting the
interior of the earth, the sylphs, spirits of air, and the salamanders
which people the fire. This arose from the belief that matter was
the outcome of the spirit, the shell or case containing it during its
expression in the material form, There are those to-day in
America, who belong to the Theosophical Society,—there are those
in Germany and Ingland to-day who are members of secret
societies, who distinctly state that they have observed elementary
sgirgts in crystals and by other means, and there are those who
distinctly assert, and their published works swill bear witness to
th_el_rt&belxef in haying beheld those beings termed elomentary
spirit

pIn a book recently written by Madame Blavatsky, there isa
difference made between elementary spirits and elemental. Leaving
elementaries out of the question, we consider that elemental spirit
certainly exists, and is that spirit which pervades all matter,
expressing itself in the three kingdoms of nature. Belioving that
all matter is the expression of spirit, we shall hear witness to the
fact that it is reasonable to believe in elemental spirits, but not
in elementary, designated as fragmentary souls not yet human,
which you are told manifest themselves in grotesque shapes, and
various forms prior to their incarnation in human form. This idea,
if subjected to general consideration as understood by the uniniti-
ated in spiritual things, would be found to be an entirely fallacions
hypothesis, because the soul of man doesnot orviginate in theatow,
and proceed upwards through the three kingdoms of nature, the
animal, vegetn{:le, and mineral, and then form a Iuman spirit,
each type of spirit being a distinet type created, expressing itselt
in a distinct form of matter, f

Geologists will tell you that the lower forms were upon’ the
planet long before the higher, but there ave no ways in which it
can be satisfactorily proved that one type has ever developed into
another type. Within ono largs type there may be many varieties
of species, as there is a diversity amongst the dog, the cat, the
horse, or the flower, but yet the dog is always the dog, the et is
always the cat, and so on; and therefore, as there may ba various
degrees of development in the human races, from those which are
the most developed to those which are undeveloped, yot neverthe-
less the human race will never develop anything but the human
race ; the same with the animals. We would state that every type
thronghout all Nature is most sacradly preserved, and that from
materialistic standpoint it is o libsl to the animals to say that they
have génerated any other type than their own, though they live
side by side: their partienlar spscies is never .lost_m any other
species. No processes whatever are going on in Nature yvhlch
prove that one type develops another type. Tvery type is the
direct outcoms of the working of the natural laws, at the s}numlt
of which i8 3een the incarnation of the complete spirit manifested

in humanity. The spirit being higher, the structural organism
through which it is manifested is higher also, through the work-
ings of natural laws. The earth becomes capable of sustaining
higher life, then the higher life descendsin spirit, and clothes itself
in prepared matter.

As concerns the state of the receptivity of the earth for further
development, we should attribute thisto the direct working of
these natural laws, but as concerns the incarhations of spirit in
matter, we would state as follows: The monad expresses one single
ray of svgirituo.l existence, the duad two, the triad three, and so
forth. The structural organism of man is capable of expressing
millions of spiritual atoms brought to one focus, and forming one
entirety ; therefore, as spirit-descends downwards from God, and
not upwards through matter, fragmentary souls are things which
only exist in the imagination of some persons,” who reverse the
respective order of spirit and matter. We will endeavour to be so
explicit that none shall misunderstand us, The atom bears the
same relation to man that a part of anything bears to the whole.
The body of man, composed of millions of atoms which are
material, and each atom is distinet in itself, is the outcome of the
spirit composed of millions of epiritual atoms, each one of these
distinet in itself, the organism being capable of containing this
complets expression of spirit which no lower organism can contain.
Supposing you have a window in one of the roowms of your house,
capable of admitting just one ray of sunlight, and another capable
of admitting 1,000 rays together; you wonld not argue that the
1,000 rays had been developed up from the one ray, but you would '
admit that the larger window admitted the grester number of rays
from the source from whence all rays proceeded. This will serve,
in some measure to illustrate the measure in which spirit can
express itself through all forms of external expression. We con-
tend that when the number of spiritual atoms necessary to form a
shrine for the divine soul are found together, then this soul enters,
giving distinet'and eternal individuality to man, Thé spirit is the
highest and most complete expfession of elemental spirit, the soul
of man the direct inbreathing of Deity.

Your ideal standard of the possible of development of the
human race is not yet reached, the earth itself has not yat des-
cribad a perfect circle round the sun. There are even many ani-
mals which do not appear beneficial to humanity, and there have
been those which are now no longer in existence, showing that
when they were taken from the face of the earth there was no
longer any need for them. All things are conserved and there
is no ywaste throughout the entire universe. In some instances the
distinet individuality is not retained, thers is a possibility of dis-
persion and yeturn to the elemental state. So long as there is a use
for every type lower than man the individuality of that type will
Lo vetained, and when no longer needful return to the source from
whence it came, to be sent forth again in other forms. As concerns
man, you are told in your ancient sacred records that when the
earth had produced, or God had made from dust, the highest form
of living existence, God breathed into it a living soul. You are
told that there was a direct inbreathing of the soul-germ or that
interior principle which gives to man a conscious individuality
which can never be lost ; and when interpréted spiritually your
records state a greal trath. '

If we are to speak of fragmentary souls not yet human, we must
speak of the soul which proceeds from being, evolved from matter
and not proceeding from the Divine; and this will destray all
spirituel conceptions of man and regard him as o mere, beautiful,
material structure from which epirit is produced, thersby substi-
tuting materialism for Spiritualism. We know those who believe
in elementgry spirits have a plausible theory to uphold, but to us
it appears untenable.. We acknowledge that there exists a vast
range of elemental spirit animating the three kingdoms of Nature,
in some gaining more full expression than in others.

To those who believe that manifestations are produced by frag-
mentary souls nut yet human, we would ask, how are these
elementaries capablo of making use of that animal magnetism and
nerve force which is generated from the bodies and minds of men ?
If you bulieve that these elementary spivits are lower than the
human wmanifestations produced through e human medium, in all
probability they could not be the result of their workings, as
they would not ba acquainted with tha poswers of humanity,
or be able to uss’ that which procesds from the human body we
conceive it to bo impossibkle, certainly highly improbuble, that they
would ba able to manipulate the po(vvr:f which are thus generatud.
11 the medinms wers animals, we could understend the probability,
and in the cass of those who claim to eontrol elementaries, we
will admit the hypothesis is tenable, but untenable il manifestations
are produced by any spirite coptrolling & human being,

It is not necessary that the lower order of manifestations should
be attributed to the working of elementary spivits, for are there
not those who pass out from your earth frivoloas? and if those
sitting at circlos arve also trivial, and conduet thomsslves on gome
OCOASIONS in sueh o Mmanner 88 to attract the lower order of 8pirits,
such manifestations may be always expected to) by the result.
Peraons who possess medinmistic gifts are not necessavily spiri-
tually or morally developed. There wre sty who are unreliohle-
individuals, and yet ave medinms.  The possession of madinmistic
gifts is no guarantes that you possvsse high moral touo of character.,

It you enter a spiritualistic circle assembled for the purposs of
proving the medium an impostor and to datect trickery, un-
doubtedly you will in many instancas bo ennbled to arrive at the
result which you desire, for the low atate of your mental condition

may gain the ascandancy; and you will be affording thoss coaditions
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which will draw evil spirits around you: your mind is in a
crude state, and is not in that condition which will attract the
higher and repel the lower, Therefore, why do you go to invent
some hypothesis that a fragmentary spirit not yet human is pro-
ducing the very same manifestations, the equivalent of which are

roduced by foolish or evil disposed persons yet in the body.
K‘ece&sarily. departed spirits of a mischievous order_which you
attract in your midst by the conditions you provide act in the same
way. Unless there can be some more adequate ground for belief in
this theory, it will not stand the test of argument. In the whole
range of our experienca we have never beheld a fragmentary spirit
ptoduce a manifestation at any circle; they have been human
spirits: nor have we heard any other spirits with whom we are
acquainted assert that they had. We certainly ourselves cannot
state that there is any ground for belief in elementary spirits,
though there is some foundation for belief in elemental spirits,
and therefore you will see that we consider there is a great
differenco between the two.

As concerns the belief in gnomes, sylphs, undines, and salaman-
ders, these may be regarded, according to the Cabalistic theory and
that of the Rosicrucians, known in the middle ages, to each repre-
sent a part of the nature of man, The lower or animal desires of
man’s nature may be represented by gnomes, spirits of earth; the
imaginations by undines, spirits of water; the reasoning powers by
sylphs, spirits of air. As the reason exalted above carnal passions
and mere imaginations may look downwards, and behold the objects
on earth and reflections in the water, the salamanders, spirits of
fire, are the highest desires of man’s nature, and act as purifying
flames to purge away the dross, and as genial warmth to give love
and sympathy and noble purpose to the whole being. All concep-
tions have had a spiritual origin, and all symbols an interpretatioa.
It is the work of the spirit to find out the inner meaning of all
oceult mysteries, and reyesl to the world the hidden truth. To
sum up all, we reiterate a former gtatement : that which expresses
itself 1s an intellizence, and that which expresses itself with the
attributes of humanity may well be regarded as a human intelli-
gence. Spirits commaunicating to-day represent human intelligence
more or less fully, and therefors from this fact and our own expe-
rience added, we do not accept the theory of the occultists (o
called) respecting the producers of the phenomena, and prefer to
regard elementary spirits as symbolising the various powers of
man,

After many questions bearing upon the discourse had been
answered, Mr. Colville recited an ius’EimtinuaI impromptu poem

chosen by the audience, entitled, “The Power of Self-Denial,”
which was well received.

SUNDAY SERVIOCES AT WEST PELTON CO-OPERATIVE
HALL, COUNTY DURHAM.

Afternoon afnd eyenirg services wers given at the above hall on
Nov. 4, with the understanding that the procseds should go to the
benefit of ths Spiritual Institution. In the afternoon Mr. Dodds
occupied the platform, and his earnest co-worker, Me. Stewart, acted in
the capscity of chairman,

Hymns were sung from the “ Spiritual Harp and Lyre,” a fervent
prayer was offered by the chairman, and Mr. Dodds was then called
upon to commence the delivery of his address, the subject matter of
which, as far as an unpractised pen could gather, ran as follows :—

A kind of Spiritualism was desoribed as being in fores in those times
which were referred to in the earlier portions of biblical history.
Angel-visitants were therein spoken of as being present at the creation
of the world, Tt was said that these beings of angelic mould ssng and
rejoiced together ; thus showing that they poseessed a nature much like
unto our own—one that was very emotional and social in its character.
Seeing that, so far, & similarity existed between them dand man, it could
not be unreasonuble 1o suppose that gome kind of intercourse would take
place between them. And, in verifieation of the fact that such an
intercourse did take place, we read a little furtheron of Mosges receiving
the decalogue upon the two tablss of stone, from nud by powers which
must have been very similar to those that are now ab work in the pro-
duction of our modern physical phenomena, Other instances of ancient
miracle-working were then given,

Passing on from this portion of his subject, tho speaker obgerved that
many thought that Spirituslism was grounded upon the suppositional
snd was merely some novel form of superstition. Now he had con-
sulted Walker for the mesning of superstilion, and the definition he gave
was, false religion, so before Spiritunlism could be termed a superstition,
its falseness would have to be first proved and demonstrated. Men of
advanced education, literary ability, nnd some who were even eminent
in science had critically tested and iwpartially examived it. As it was
established upon the cool, calm observation of well-attested faots, it must
b the very reverse of superstition, and it would rather tond to upsst
the more ancient forms of superstition when they came in its way.
Spivitualism came as a reconeiler between science and religion—for it
both afforded a sound basis for a religion and, at the same time, it
challenged a strict and seientific investigation.

In the evening all available seats were oscupied. At 6 o’clock the
chairman opened proceedings and Mrs. Batie (formally Miss Longbottom)
rose from her seat, and, under mspiration, delivered & very eavnest and
itmpressive inyoeation, The 5th chapter of Mutthew was read and the
guides of Mre. Batie spoke somewhat s follows :—

She understood that we had met for the purpose of aiding an indi-
vidual who stood virtuslly at the hend of the Movement, and whose
residence was in the metropolis, Eruth bnd only been given to men at

difforant snd separate pariods, and then it had ganerally come when
mosb needed, sud had been given each timg in such a manner 88 niost
adapted to the existing ciccumstancoy,  When the clouds overhead

ppposrcd moat dunga, then was genorally the time for o fresh l)L‘(]llMﬂ:\-
ment of fruth-—fiest, to ba given to o special few whose minds were in

a fit state to receive it. We had arrived at one of these epochs aud we
wers advised to take the occasion by the fore-lock and rise above beliefs
that were improbable and superatitious. The Old Testament spoke of
a man commanding all communion with heaven to be olq’sed for the
space of three years; and we were also told thaton one occasion the
sun stood still or appeared not to move for a very improbable length of
time.

In reply to the inguiry—‘ What is Spiritualism ?” she designated it
as a flash of light undulating from above; for she could see it was
destined to affect and enlighten in some way every human spirit, and
hasten forward the time when knowledge shall cover the earth as the
waters do the deep. Sectarian Christians were frequently heard to say
that Spiritualism must come of the devil, or its converts would never
deny or question the truthfulness of anything contained in the Book
which they and their forefathers had so long believed in. Did we deny
Christisnity ? Before we furnished them a reply, it was most fitting
first to ask—' What is Christianity ?? If the fundamentdls of Christi-
anity were such expressions as: “ Blessed are the pure in heart,” &e.,
then we desired to be Christians as much as those who professedly called
themselves so. ; ¢

When great reformers came, they expressed just what was required,
and very little more; hence, if we wished to gather truth in its sum
total, we would have to reach down to it through the history of all past
ages, and not pin our faith and reliance unconditionally upon any one
prophet, or set of prophets, to make him or them the object of a wicked
idolatry. The foundational teaching of Christianity was, that wen
should strive to become pure ; but there were few who could understand
80 strait a gate. Absolute truth was in God's keeping, and He would
communicate it at such times, and in such portions, as he judged
fit. If we must despair of arriving at absolute truth, what then could
we do? Why, turn to a proper use all the opportunities which the pre-
sent afforded us, and do as Jesus had done :—Go, about doing good.

The present times presented urgent appeals to our philanthropy and
zeal, A vast groaning had gone up, Notwithstanding what had been
shown to mankind in order to direct them, still they stood in the
“ yalley of the shadow of death,” Would not God heed that cry, and
would he persistently hide from the world the special knowledge which
its growing wants had brought it to require? They were the truést
Spiritualists who endeavoured to reduce the spirits’ teachings to practice,
and who tried to 8o live in conformity to the will of God as to be ablo
to eay: *I and the Father are one.,” We were to strive to oufgrow
the limits of creeds and of sects, and we should go beyond Moses, who
is said to have seen God only in His hind parts. Instead of pharisaically
condemning every wrong-doing, we wore advised to examine into its
cause and apply remedial agencies for its eradication, By-aud-by,
Spiritualists would not require the Mr. before their names, nor would
they prate about their good deeds, for'noble acts would speak most
effectually for themselves and would requireno man’s tongue to adyertise
them. That man was the truest Spiritualist who strove to live a pood
life according to the light that was in him. Every‘ deed, thought, and
motion would be written in the Book of Life; or, in other words, each
individual's character, as it had been developed by him, would ba out-
wardly expressed on his spirit-form when he came to pass through the
reaurrection of the epirit and became an inhabitant of the higher life.
Spirituslism would yet elevate mankind into higher thoughts—