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THE LESSONS OF SPIRITUALISM.
An Address delivered by J. Burns, O.S.T., at the Spiritualist 
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Spiritual Institution, Sunday, Aug. 12,1877.

“ Then bad the churches rest throughout all Judea, and Galilee, and 
Samaria, and were edified [instructed]; and walking in the fear of the 
Lord [educated], and in the oomfort of the Holy Ghost [developed], 
wore multiplied.”—Acts ix. 31.

On Sunday evening, at 15, St. Peter’s Road, Mr. Jennison rend 
Sharpe’s translation of the passage, which is much more lucid and 
expressive. It is as follows :—“ Then the churches through all Judea, 
and Gnliloa, and Samaria, had peace, Bnd were built up, and walked in 
the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, and were 
multiplied.”—Acts ix. 31.

The teachings of Spiritualism present themselves in three distinct 
classes, which succeed each other in natural order:

I. Lessons of Instruction, indicating a receptive state of mind.
II. Lessons of Education, necessitating activity, or a positive 

state of mind.
III. Lessons of Development, accompanied by passivity of mind.

W h a t  are  L essons of Instruction  ?
I.—The word “ instruction ” signifies to build into or to fortify 

from without, ns when a wall or edifice requires strengthening, and 
masonry is inserted into those parts which are in need of that kind 
of improvement. Sometimes decaying structure has to he removed, 
and the rent has to he enlarged before the work of instruction can 
be commenced. With what shall we instruct the minds of the 
people ? We answer, With the facts of Nature. These are indis
putable truths, wholly pure and everlasting. Though the phe
nomenal facts may seem to pass away ns the experience of man 
ascends in the scale, yet they will be retained in their spiritual 
sense, for external nature is n symbol of that which is more 
spiritual, and so on till the soul reaches the inmost heavens.

Instruction, with the world generally, is a tissue of traditional 
dogmas and human opinions, a network of falsities, a symbol of 
ignorance and selfish conceit; and instead of strengthening the 
mind it paralyses its efforts, and transforms the inquiring, truth- 
seeking intellect into the stultified headpiece of the fossilised bigot. 
Religious and spiritual instruction in particular is of this kind, 
and its result is to make man truly irreligious bv shutting out from 
him all forms of spiritual light, and leaving him at the mercy of 
the lower elements of his nature.

But it will be said, Is not mnn already instructed in the facts 
of nature F Are not Huxley, Tyndall and Oo., the professors of 
material and natural̂  science, and do (heir pupils present them
selves admirable specimens of spiritual culture ?

Before we reply to this it is necessary to point out that the 
phrase “ facts of nature” requires a much more comprehensive 
definition than the supposed questioner implies, for wo would 
instruct the youthful mind in more than one class of natural phe
nomena thus: We would give lessons i n -

00 Facts of physical existence, embracing the well-known 
sciences, which are happily becoming so popular even in schools. 
Particularly would we impress upon the young mind the knowledge 
of man’s physical structure, and that which goes to sustain it, 
which would’ naturally embrace a knowledge of chemistry and of 
the vegetable kingdom, the most necessary branches of knowledge 
that man can possess. Then we would inculcate—

(b) Facts of moral consciousness. There is a science of man's 
moral naturo ns positive and demonstrable as the science of physics. 
It has well-defined outlines which can be described, and a know
ledge of them imparted to the young mind. Then there are—

(c) Facts of intuition and of spiritual phenomena: all the 
numerous phases of spiritual manifestations—physical, materialisa
tion, clairvoyant, impressional, inspirational, and so on, giving a 
complete grasp of the nature of man as exhibited in the vast 
discoveries of Modern Spiritualism. Furthermore, there are—

(d) The facts of human history, the traditions, biographies, and 
ethnical developments of nations, individuals, and races. As a 
people wo have been crammed with fabulous Jewish history, till 
we have got very little nationality left: our belongings are alto
gether beyond our boundaries, and our country, instead of being a 
Divine gift to us, is regarded as a workshop in which to get a living. 
The people, especially the young, should he trained to love their 
country, which can alone be derived from a thorough knowledge of 
it and the glorious men and nationalities which have combined to 
make it what it is, notwithstanding the erroneous statement pre
sented by the Church party that the greatness of our people is due 
to alien myths and oriental fables.

But it may be said that these dry details are obnoxious to the 
young mind, and that it will not take the trouble to understand 
(hem. Not so; these facts are the most interesting matter that 
can possibly he presented to the mind when the taste is acquired 
for appreciating them. Man's mind, and Nature in her various 
departments, are parts of one great whole, and are congenial to 
each other. Also, remember that this work of instruction should 
he commenced and carried on while the mind is in a receptive con
dition. Our children depending wholly upon our love and guidance, 
learn whatever we set before them, mid achieve distinction in any 
given subject as far ns their organic abilities will permit. The 
Sunday-school sort of people succeed in getting myriads of children 
to answer nonsensical and enigmatical questions from the Bible, 
such as, “ Who slept on a stone pillow ?” “  When did Abraham 
k ill a calf?” and other profound matters, of which these are speci
mens. Thus our religious people degrade the mind of the rising 
generation, by bending it down to insipid puerilities, and unfit the 
youth of the country for occupying a glorious position in the 
struggle of life. The success which lias attended Mr. Kilsou’s 
efforts to instruct the children of the Lyceum in science, shows 
that, what is now stated is thereby proved most fully. While, 
children are children, we can make of them what we please; hut if 
we allow them to pass through the receptive singe, and to become 
positive thinking individuals on their own account, then it is with 
great difficulty that one can alter their intellectual position, or 
improve their'personal habits.

As Spiritualists, our work has been that of instruction, namely, 
becoming acquainted with the phenomenal department of Spiri
tualism, and it lias been instruction of a very superficial kind. Like 
children, we have stared with open mouth at that which was now 
and mysterious, hut we have not been enahlod in many instances 
to grapple with the strange facta, and derive real instruction there
from. Nor shall wo succeed in this respect till wo take up the 
second department of the lessons of Spiritualism.

W h a t  are L essons of Eru-c ition ?
II. Tho word education means to h ad out, it is the opposite 

process to that of instruction: but, viewed educationally, man is 
regarded as having certain mental faculties which can he made to 
oxpress themselves outwardly by a process of external excitement.



Thi9 leading out process should accompany the work of instruction. 
W ithou t education, instruction is not only valueless, but injurious. 
There are thousands of so-called “ educated”  men, who are not at 
a ll educated, they are simply crammed by an artificial and unnatural 
process, and are utterly  helpless and practically imbecile. Educa
tion really mean3 the acquirement of proper habits, enabling the 
individual to be in  a ll respects independent, and i t  should begin 
w ith the functions of the body. The lessons of physiology and 
other sciences explaining mans nature, thus become educationally 
expressed iu the life of the individual, and he does not only under
stand the laws of nature, but he lives in  accordance therewith. 
Then education may lead to the proper use of the mental, as well 
as the bodily faculties, and the moral and spiritual powers of man 
in  addition, t i l l  every individual becomes more or less, au original 
genius, and capable of giving fru ition to the gifts derived from 
spiritual sources through his moral life, his practical works, and his 
intellectual operations.

We have said education may lead to the proper use of the mental 
faculties, to which the reply may be made, Does i t  not necessarily 
do so P We think not, for is not the so-called educated mind often 
the most incapable of the exercise of its faculties in the discovery 
or acceptance of a new tru th—anything that has its origin outside 
of their narrow circle of education. To be learned in the opinions 
or findings of a certain sect or school is instruction of a certain 
kind, and i t  must be confessed of a second-rate quality, but true 
education gives fac ility  to the mind to find truth, to recognise 
truth, and to express truth, independent of and over and above all 
previous discoveries and preconceived dogmas. In  short, education 
is a thing almost unknown; a very miserable form of instruction 
supplies its place.

There are thousands of intellectually endowed individuals who 
are tru ly lost for the want of instruction and education. We have 
mediums who readily pass under spirit-influence, but i t  is im
possible for the spirits to give expression to new truths or definite 
facts through these instruments.

Non-Spiritualists, and even some who call themselves Spiri
tualists, grumble at the spirit-world because i t  does not divulge to 
mankind a vast number of useful inventions and hitherto unknown 
truths. Such objectors are utterly unthinking individuals who talk 
about that which they do not understand. A  moment’s thought 
only is necessary to realise that before the spirit-world can com
municate anything to mankind, a bridge must be drawn across the 
gu lf which separates them. This bridge may be one of natural 
faculty or of educational growth. When communion takes place 
under any circumstances, i t  must either be by mankind reaching up 
to the spirit-world, or the spirit-world reaching down to mankind. 
I f  a ll the effort is on the part of the spirit-world, then i t  has to 
come down to the human level, and as a consequence the communi
cations add very litt le  to what is already k n o w n  to the recipient. 
I f  the recipient endeavours to elevate himself, he can receive his 
communications from a higher plane of spirit-life, and become a 
real teacher of men. Thus i t  is that a ll spiritual revealments have 
to come through prepared instruments, who by the peculiarity of 
their spiritual attachments, are capable of penetrating a greater 
altitude into the spiritual world, and deriving therefrom the proper 
information which is there to be found.

Now the work of instruction is something like the laying down 
of telegraph wires between the inner or soul-nature of man, and 
the external world. A ll the ideas which originate w ith in  the man, 
have to find expression through certain avenues, and they are pre
sented to the world clothed in conventional symbols, hence the 
more knowledge a man contains and the greater his education, 
profiting him in the use of that knowledge, the more fluently w ill 
he be able to clothe the ideas w ith in  him and give them speedy 
and accurate transmission to the external world.

There are thousands of good Spiritualists who could teach higher 
truths than come from the majority of mediums, i f  they only had 
the power of expression. They think beautiful thoughts and have 
glorious experiences deep w ith in  their own consciousness, but they 
have not the ability to clothe their ideas in words, or to sustain a 
connected form of discourse even upon that which they can con
verse upon in private. This disability exists because they have not 
had laid down w ith in  their minds, the necessary telegraph wires 
between the interior spiritual source and the external world. On 
passing through the country i t  is observed that on some lines of 
railway there are three, four, or five telegraph wires, whereas on 
others again there are as many as fifty. Now the ab ility  to send 
simultaneously a great number of messages, and of different kinds, 
depends upon the number of wires available for the purpose. So it  
is w ith the human mind. Every form of knowledge or kind of 
instruction which the mind receives and every educational ability 
which is developed therewith i9 like a distinct telegraph wire 
between the interior thinking principle, and the external organs of 
expression ; honce the man nm of knowledge, and well skilled by 
education in tho use of his faculties, can clothe his thoughts in a 
great variety of expressions and charm the ear of every listener by 
his unlim ited power of adaptation.

Education may be also looked at from a moral as well as an in 
tellectual point o f v ie w ; i t  means not only the expression of that 
which is time but the doing of that which is righ t—the actual 
liv ing in accordance w ith  the dictates of tho conscience, as well as 
the promptings of intellect. Education thus becomes practical 
religion of tho highest kind, and relates man not only to the know
ledge spheres of spirit-life, but elevates his w ill in accordance w ith 
Divine issues, and relates him  to the realms of superio" love and 
pu rity ; his teachings w ill partake of a divine flavour which recom

mends his utterances to all, whether they are intellectually fitted 
to appreciate them or not. Many exceedingly wise and talented 
individuals are but litt le  adapted to bo teachers, because they are 
lacking in this love element, which is magnetic and attracts tho 
people to the teachings, and influences the w ill to attach itse lf to 
subjects that are otherwise quite foreign to the experiences of the 
mind.

W hat aee the Lessons of Development ?
The word development means to unfold in an orderly manner, 

that which previously existed in an unknown condition, hidden 
from view. A ll spiritual gifts may thus be presumed to be de
veloped, for tho spirit iu a ll its phases is invisible and is ODly 
appreciable by its manifestations. As Spiritualists we not only 
believe, but we know, that spirit exists w ith in  us individually, and 
is the essence of the individuality of all mankind, whether on earth 
or in tho spirit-world.

As Spiritualists we are a ll familiar w ith  tho practice of s itting 
for development. This process means a passive state, in  which 
men and women sit in  an orderly manner for the unfoldment of 
mediumistic powers and the elicitation of spiritual phenomena. Tho 
intellect is at rest, the receptive faculties are for the time being in  
abeyance, and the educational activities are suspended. The circle 
sits and waits, and w ithout any volition or aid on the ir part, the 
attendant spirits present themselves through phenomenal mani
festations, and the medium or circle is said to be developed.

There is a much higher form of development than this, and i t  is 
of that which we now endeavour to speak, but great d ifficu lty is 
experienced in doing so, because of the transcendental nature of 
the process.

The foundation must be laid on spiritual philosophy or theology, 
which recognises as the essence of mankind an in fin ite spiritual 
principle, the image of the Divine mind. B y a proper course o f 
instruction and education, and by a long series of experiences, the 
avenues of the soul may be so well'opened up through the external 
mind, that the inner spirit, or godhead, of the individual may mani
fest itself and be appreciably experienced, not only by the ind i
vidual himself but by those around him. This development is not 
manifested through the intellect, or expressed by the thought or 
voice. I t  is the active presence of the spirit itself, and is fe lt and 
recognised spiritually by those who can appreciate it .  I t  is sp irit 
communing w ith  spirit.

To illustrate: Most Spiritualists w ill have observed that at circles 
or lectures they have witnessed extraordinary phenomena and lis
tened to wonderful intellectual expositions, and yet they have come 
away unhappy and dissatisfied. On other occasions the phenomena 
have been trifling  or altogether absent. The intellectual exposi
tions may have been meagre, and yet a presence was perceived in 
the circle and a satisfaction obtained which no amount of in te l
lectual or external service could have supplemented. This un
spoken wisdom is a faint indication of what is meant by spiritual 
development. I t  is beautifully illustrated also in the poem entitled 
“  Quaker Worship,” by Mr. j .  Reginald Owen, in  the last number 
of the Medium. .

This development lesson is the one which Spiritualists require 
to learn at the present time, but i t  would be useless fur them to 
attempt it, except in combination w ith  sound instruction and prac
tical education. I t  is the highest degree of Spiritualism, for i t  i 3 a 
manifestation, not of our departed friends, but of God in and 
through man, and i t  is the only means by which all spiritual pro
blems can be solved and absolute safety and benefit derived from 
spirit-communion in general.

In  conclusion, I  w ill allude briefly to the text w ith  which M r. 
Jennison concluded his reading at the East London Spiritual In 
stitution. which has been placed at the top of this report. I t  would 
appear that the Churches mentioned were of a similar k ind w ith  
the Order of Spiritual Teachers.

In  these Schools Instruction, Education, and Development go 
hand in hand. Information to edify the mind is derived from 
books, or the utterances of Teachers present, and the mind is 
educated by the effort to understand what is presented, and by 
conveying instruction to others. I t  has been found that a much 
higher spiritual influence attends the School of Spiritual Teachers 
than is generally to be met w ith  at an 0 1 dinary circle. The effort 
of the School is to reach up as far as possible towards spiritual 
light and truth, and in doing so a spiritual point of contact is 
reached much higher than would otherwise result from a condition 
of mental apathy or selfish longing for individual gratification. But 
every School should educate itself to the point of perfect passivity 
as one part of its exercises, through which condition there would 
be poured out upon the sitters a much higher spiritual influence 
than they could express by intellectual effort.

To return to the text, the Churches were edified, bu ilt lip, or in 
structed. “  They walked w ith  the L o rd ; ”  that is to say, the 
members of these churches lived in accordance w ith  the precepts 
o f doctrine and the admonitions o f conscience. Through the ir ex- 

anded faculties the “  Lord,”  or spiritual director of the ir individual 
t-ing, was ablo to manifest himself, enlighten the outward life, 

and lead the individual so developed in that path which was wise 
and good. Furthermore, the “  comfort of the Holy Ghost was w ith 
them.' Now, Holy Ghost is a puzzling theme w ith  most minds, 
but literally it  signifies a healthy, whole, or clean spirit. Unclean 
spirits are those which, in addition to their innate spirituality, par
take of the qualities derived from man’s unpurified mental faculties, 
such as depraved appetites, perverted passions, superstitious motives, 
untruthful purposes, &e., &c. The Holy Ghost, however, is that 
expression of the spirit which comes forth  by development through



those who have purified the external faculties by a true education, 
and are thus made instruments for the giving forth of the Divine 
principle w ith in. The Holy Ghost is not an intellectual manifesta
tion, but a comforting, satisfying, harmonising, infilling operation, 
which supplements a ll that the more external efforts of the mind 
fa il to effect.

[W e have to apologise for a fragmentary report of a lecture 
which was delivered on two occasions, and w ith  much variety of 
detail. The subject is so spiritual that i t  is impossible to do i t  jus
tice w ithout conditions which w ill favour that degree of inspiration 
necessary to state the case. This is, however, a beginning, and i t  
is hoped the future w ill supply opportunities for carrying this spiri
tual study of our Movement s till further. I t  is rather astonishing 
how few spiritual thinkers our Cause presents.]

M AJO R THOMAS GALES FORSTER ON SPIR ITU ALISM .
A t a meeting which he attended, at 38, Great Russell Street, 

London, last week, Major Forster made the following speech :—
Mr. President, ladies, and gentlemen,—

Did you ever observe in this beautiful land of yours—as the 
clouds of a summer’s day are passing over, sweeping forest and field, 
village and stream, w ith  their blue shadows as they fly — one 
bright particular spot; some church spire, or cottage window, on 
which the sun’s rays seem to settle more frequently, and linger 
longer, than on any other point in the entire landscape ! Such a 
spot, in the moral and intellectual world, has Spiritualism been to 
me during the lapse of nearly twenty-seven years of earnest and 
honest inquiry and advocacy—a brilliant spot, reflecting continually 
the glories of the inner life, and shedding a benign and healthful 
influence over a ll things else in this otherwise dark and weary 
world. And to-night, after this long experience, Spiritualism, in 
connection w ith  a ll autecedent and surrounding faiths, stands be
fore my mind’s eye, like unto a majestic column in a desert plain— 
rich in beauty, and in the splendour of an indescribably grand 
architecture—immovable as ocean’s rock—breasting successfully 
the wrath of every billow and the storm of every sky.

In  America, the fact that spirits can, and under proper condi
tions do, commune w ith  mortals, has been unprecedented in its 
reception. Faith in  this glorious tru th  originated w ith  us in the 
affections. True, we now feel and know that philosophy teaches 
this great tru th—that science demonstrates i t —that reason sanc
tions i t —and that true religion embraces i t ; but, i t  was the long
ing of the soul after that which had enlisted its sympathies and 
affections—and which we had been so long told was silent for ever, 
at least in  this world—that primarily established this faith. So 
that i t  has been tru ly  said, that, through the longings of the heart 
Spiritualism has'made such rapid strides, that to-day, only twenty- 
nine years since its phenomenal inception, i t  is a theme of general 
thought—subject alike to the ridicule of the thoughtless, and the 
reverence of the judicious. That i t  has called forth the former, 
mainly however, from a misconception of its facts and a mis
application of its tenets, need not be denied; but i t  likewise called 
for reverence from all earnest men and women—believers in the 
fact or not—who were able to perceive that the human heart s till 
clings to it ,  despite all obloquy, as an incentive to virtue and as a 
means of development. Through its instrumentality the evidences 
of immortal life are in  a m illion of American homes to-night, and 
through its glorious inculcations millions of American hearts are 
rejoicing w ith  a most holy jo y ;  and neither Materialism on the 
one hand, or Sectarian Bigotry on the other, can mar what is to 
these hearts a divine revelation. Its  vitalising effects, as declared 
and.demonstrated in our midst, have not been merely an external 
action ; i t  has taken hold of man’s highest nature, and what was 
enkindled in  the heart has become tkb life  of the whole man. 
Therefore, i f  martyrs were called for, I  believe that my coimtry 
would be fu ll of them ; for that which is horn of the affections w ill 
live as long as the affections themselves shall live, and Spiritualists 
know—thank God—that human love is immortal.

B u t Spiritualism is not merely a theme appealing to the affec
tions ; men and women reputed to be wise, judicious, and far-seeing 
stand ready w ith  a reason for the faith which is in them. More of 
this class mark the progress of the Cause in  America at the present 
time than any other. The appeal to the heart has satisfied the 
judgment, and Spiritualism claims to be able to satisfy the intellect 
of the scholai-, the statesman, and the ju rist. Both science and 
philosophy are measuring i t ; and, what is more, i t  is growing 
broader and deeper, more exalted and more prolific of thought, 
the further investigation is pursued from the point of original 
inception.

I  sincerely believe that when Jesus of Nazareth said his disciples 
possessed that which the world could neither give nor take away, 
he but adverted to the principles which underlie the faith of the 
Spiritualists o f to-day—a fa ith or rather demonstration, which 
renders a man certain of his attainments and conscious of his
possessions.

In  America, according to present and past theological teachings, 
man is deemed a mere worm—religiously f it  for nothing; naturally

only to be damned! Spiritualism, however, looking upon 
man as a creature of most important uses, and as a being o f im 
mortal destinies has assigned him a far more important niche in 
the grand temple of existence. I t  teaches that man is the last of 
a long aeries of step5 in the material creation—that in his being he 
has the latent elements of all that he can attain to, either in the 
flesh or spirit— that he is indeed the ultimate in the sphere of 
material conformation • and that in  bis spiritual nature he is the j

prophecy of all that is to succeed the experiences of time—that he 
stands, as i t  were, midway in a

“  Vast chain of being, which from God began,
Nature’s ethereal, human, angel, man.”

Spiritualism w ith us, therefore, inculcates the rejection of all 
ecclesiastical authority as plenary, either past or present.—i t  enjoins 
the cherishing of a keen scepticism, and the ignoring of mere blind 
faith in regard to all assumptions which appertain to the soul and 
its destinies, as long as declaration is not accompanied by dem on
stration. Reasoning from analogy and from its facts, i t  declares 
that inspiration is universal—that God is no respecter of persons, 
and, indeed, that the canon of revelation is as fu lly  open to-day as 
ever i t  was. I t  teaches that the individual soul is normally and for 
ever the highest revelator Of truth unto itself, and that truth is 
seen by any man only through his own convictions. In  contradis
tinction to the doctrine of total depravity, i t  teaches that all men 
and women are divine from the nature of their origin—united in 
one great family by being participants in the samo Divine Spirit— 
that just as surely as chemical affinities unite and hind material 
particles, so, under proper development, moral affinities w ill 
eventually unite mankind in a universal brotherhood—the esta
blishment of which is the legitimate aspiration of all true reform— 
since in the wide-spread scope of its embrace such a brotherhood 
shall comprehend the loftiest and the lowliest—seraphs and 
mortals, the denizens of earth and the dwellers in the Summer- 
land.

Spiritualism, therefore, we deem to he in its fullest acceptation, 
sufficiently broad in its conceptions, and wide enough in the gTasp 
of its investigations, to comprehend more or less distinctly any 
principle of reform, in this or any other age, that is legitimately 
based upon the fatherhood of God, the motherhood of Nature, and 
the brotherhood of the race. For myself I  believe Spiritualism 
to he:—

1. A  Science, upon the authority, as declared by one of our ablest 
writers, of observed facts, demonstrated truths, and inevitable 
deductions.

2. I  believe Spiritualism to he a Philosophy, in  that i t  reasons
from fundamental truths or first principles, to their legitimate and 
necessary sequences, npoq purely rational grounds. ,

3. I  believe Spiritualism to he a R e lig io n , in  that i t  asserts the 
immortality and d iv in ity of the race, and inculcates love to God 
through love to man—whilst i t  aims at the salvation of man fr o m  
his sins through his own aspirations and effort, rather than m  his 
sins, through the merits of another.

There are certain propositions of Spiritualism which in America 
are more or less generally deemed fundamental: 1st. An infinite 
principle of good in the universe, which, in the exercise of infinite 
w ill, is unceasingly adding to all that has been, by perpetually 
transforming all that is. This power we gratefully and reverently 
term God, and know no more. 2nd. The perpetuity of individual 
consciousness beyond the grave. 3rd. An ever-present conscious 
intercourse w ith  the spirit-world. 4th. Eternal progress, not death, 
the destiny of the race.

In  connection w ith  these propositions Spiritualism further teaches 
that man, as I  have said, is the result of all that has gone before 
him—that he is a wonderful microcosm of the vast macrocosm by 
which he is surrounded— that his physical body is but an outside 
shell or covering, outwrought for and adapted to the uses and 
pleasures of the earth-life alone, which, having been elaborated 
from the rocks, w ill, after dissolution, decompose into its original 
elements; but that the spirit, or soul, or Divine principle w ith in , 
which makes the conscious man of thought, of feeling, and of 
angelic aspiration, w ill live on in an endless pathway of wisdom, 
and in a boundless succession of altitudes, in love and happiness, 
—his identity unchanged, his conscious individuality preserved for 
ever, amid the infinite conditions of the land of the beautiful, 
where

“  Sceptered angels hold their residence,”
Thus our glorious religion, through the law of eternal progress, 

is “ weaving its woof of joy  around the heart of despair, and 
winding its warp in the storied temple of immortality.”  Born 
into the inner life  by an immediate resurrection from the body, 
through the process termed “ death,” the disenthralled children of 
humanity, proportioned to individual effort and desire, soar round 
the concentric spheres of love and wisdom, while their choral 
melodies reverberate amid the arches of the sky—heart heats 
in unison w ith  heart, and soul unites joyously w ith soul, ns the 
universe of mind is echoing w ith  the symphonies of human love, 
engendered through the fruition of human hope; and all those 
broad spheres

“  Where angels walk and seraphs are the wardens,” 
bespeak continuously the grandeur and the glory of progressive, 
and s t ill progressing", thought; and thus Spiritualism has given to 
many an earnest soul indeed—

“  The golden key which opes the palace of eternity.”
Such, in brief, is Spiritualism deemed to be in my country. But 

we have not been without our shadows likewise. Hidden away 
in Oriental tradition, is an instructive fable of the Amreetu cup. 
This cup of Divine wine, i t  is alleged, gave lifo and immortality, 
excellence and bliss beyond belief, to the pure in heart ; but, to the 
evil-disposed who partook of it ,  i t  brought desolation, despair, and 
death. The allegory is tru ly  applicable to the experiences of in
vestigators in America. The divine beauties of Spiritualism have, 
indeed, penetrated deeply mid healthfully into the hearts of those 

j who have honestly mid earnestly sought for t ru th ; but deception



and frnud only have- been found by those who have entered into 
the investigation, wickedly determined to see nothing but what 
the ir own prejudices have already declared to have an existence.

We have also had our fanatics; but is there any principle of deep, 
vitalising force that has not at some time, and in some manner, 
engendered fanaticism P We have, therefore, consoled themselves 
w ith  the reflection, tha t the Cause which is not clothed w ith 
sufficient brilliancy and beauty to arouse some natures into fanati
cism, need scarcely be expected to have intrinsic merit enough to 
justify martyrdom in others.

W o have felt, too, in America, and s till feel—as doubtless 
Spiritualists everywhere have fe lt—that never since the dawning 
of tha t beautiful star that is said to have led the Magi of the East 
upon an unknown journey to the stables of Bethlehem, has there 
existed a Cause that has been so sadly misunderstood, or so grossly 
misrepresented, as have been the facts and the philosophy of 
Spiritualism. Nevertheless, as I  have said, its reception has been 
unprecedented ; and through a knowledge of this glorious system, 
very many thoughtfu l minds are beginning to realise that the pre
sent age has more of spiritual ligh t than has ever before been 
vouchsafed to man ; and, too, that mankind have larger needs and 
greater spiritual capacities wherein to absorb this light. On every 
hand are to be seen the evidence of intellectual and spiritual expan
sion and elevation, declaring, trumpet-tongued, that man can never 
stand in the future where he has stood in the past. The angels 
to-day are our ministers, from whom we are learning that God is 
as near to the soul as matter to the sense ; and nature has become 
the gvand cathedral of our devotions—a cathedral

“  Boundless as our wonder:
Whose quenchless lamps the sun and moon supply ;
Its choir, the winds and waves; its organ, thunder ;
Its dome, the sky.”

And, too, even the opponents of our Cause are rapidly recognising 
the fact that Spiritualism has charms which cannot be ignored. In 
vain does atheism on the. one hand, and sectarian fanaticism on the 
other, cry out that our facts are a delusion, and that our theories 
are unintelligible nonsense. Mankind w ill look and listen, despite 
themselves. As the ancient ranriner is said to have forced the 
bridal guests to listen to his wild, mysterious song, so Spiritualism, 
as i t  were, seems to have commanded the universe to stand still, 
and give attention to its phenomena and the deductions drawn there
from, which charm, in spite o f the ir alleged obscurity. The spirit of 
inquiry, and the bold, free school of thought engendered by Spiri
tualism, is spreading like one of our w ild  prairie fires ; and i t  is 
beginning to be perceived that neither municipal enactments, legis
lative statutes, ecclesiastical decrees, nor judicial decisions, can stay 
the progress of human thought, or check the aspirations of the 
human soul.

May we a ll more fu lly  appreciate the age in  which we live, 
together w ith the glorious work evidently assigned us, o f co-operating 
w ith the angels in lift in g  the ligh t of Divine tru th  above the mere 
plane of dogmatism, and in inaugurating i t  upon the altar of the 
human heart. This is the mission, i t  seems to me, my friends, that 
is before us all, of whatever land. Not as bigots, not as sectarians, 
but as earnest humanitarians, demonstrating by our lives the 
grandeur, the beauty, and the beatifying results of the precious 
truths we profess ; and may we all prove worthv of the privilege 
of being accounted co-workers w ith  the white-winged messengers 
o f our Father's love.

I  thank you for your courteous attention.

T r iE  CO NDITION OF S P IR IT U A LIS M  IN  ENG LA ND.
B y  “  M .A. (Oxon .)”

I t  nmy be interesting to the renders of the J o u r n a l  to hear of 
the present condition of the Cause in England as i t  strikes one who 
has been forced into a position from which he can see its interior 
state as well as that exterior aspect which the casual observer can 
discern. The signs of the times now, as heretofore, may be read 
d ill gently according to the standpoint and knowledge o f the 
observer. Am i the published records give those at a distance very 
meagre material for forming an opinion. Such records are neces
sarily superficial, and lead to superficial views. Let us see first 
what lies on the surface.

W o have bad what is called a time of persecution. The steady 
■owth of Spiritualism among the thinking part of the community 
is produced the inevitable result. So long as the faith was con

fined to the masses, i t  was suffered to spread unchecked, as being 
of no account. So long ns i t  was represented by utterances more 
or less vague and enthusiastic, science ignored it. So long as i t  
concerned itself only w ith  phenomena, and did not formulate a 
philosophy, religion passed i t  by. There are three pronounced 
forces at work among us in England : fashion, science, and religion; 
and accordingly, when Spiritualism became fashionable and spread 
rapidly among the ruling classes of society, counting its votaries 
among the educated and w ealthy; when i t  challenged science on 
its own ground and even established a foothold among some of the 
best known members of the Royal Society ; when i t  promulgated a 
philosophy, and claimed to be a religion, i t  brought down upon 
H a number of attacks from those whom its several pretentions 
offended. . . ,

The scientist was the most bitter. I t  was intolerable to men like 
( .'arpentor nnd Ban (tester that this return to superstition should be 
permiftod. I t  was more intolerable s till that their arrogant claim 
to universal knowledge should be disputed, and a new th ing of 
which they know nothing should challenge attention on the lines of

exact scientific experiment. I t  was a subverting o f the ir very 
foundations, a something contrary to their experience, which not 
only demonstrated their ignorance of the fundamental properties o f 
matter, but introduced them to the domain of spirit where they 
must begin ns tyros, and where their first work must he to unlearn 
much that they had previously held to he proved truth. That was 
where the shoe began to pinch.

And the more they looked at i t  the less they liked it .  For not 
only was this a new thing, but i t  came from a source beyond the 
charmed circle of the ir scientific brethren. I t  was from below, 
from the scientifically ignorant, from the “  common people,”  instead 
of from the “  Pharisees and Rulers ” of the Royal Society. Evidently 
something was wrong, and the thing must be seen to”. The very 
centre of scientific society was stirred and the accursed th ing stank 
in  the nostrils of the men who were forced to award the ir chief 
honour (the gold medal of the Royal Society) to one of the ir body 
who had associated himself prominently w ith  the investigation of 
the subject, W . Crookes, F.R.S. He is not so w idely known as 
the discoverer of thallium  and the inventor of the radiometer as 
he is for his experiments in phenomenal Spiritualism, and especially 
for his investigation into the phenomena of materialisation of the 
fu ll form through the mediumskip of Miss Florence Cook.

When Slade came and showed in open daylight, and to any who 
chose to come and see, the phenomena of Spiritualism, the last 
straw was added and the camel’s back was broken. Prof. Lankester 
seized the slate, and the world knows the result. A  b itter and 
prolonged prosecution, resulting in the release of Slade and the 
defeat of his foes, demonstrated to an extent that no other means 
could have effected the reality of the phenomena and the widespread 
belief that existed in the ir genuineness. The largest and most 
successful advertisement Spiritualism has ever had is owing to the 
burning desire of Mr. Lankester to stamp out a detested super
stition. None who was not behind the scenes could have formed 
any idea of the extent to which the faith had penetrated the classes 
who by force of rank, position, and brains, lead public opinion ; 
and, now that this was manifested, the bitter rancour o f the per
secution increased. Mr. Lankester had had enough of it .  He had 
not bargained for so much trouble when he ran a-muck at hie 
enemy; and ho retired, leaving to the Government the task of 
prosecuting his work, and to anonymous scribblers in  certain 
portions of tbe press the throwing of more dirt. The result has 
been a considerable spitting of venom, and a good deal of vapid ink- 
shed, but nobody is any tbe worse, except tbe writers whose 
tempers must have seriously suffered, and whose diatribes remain 
as monuments of their folly.

One antagonist yet remains to be disposed of, the Don Quixote 
of scientists, D r. W . B. Carpenter, who has bestridden bis Rosi- 
nante, and gone for Mr. Crookes in the pages of a popular review. 
We all know what that grim and gaunt old knight w ill do when 
once he gets astride of his hobby. There w ill be abundance of 
egotism of the naivest sort. Most of us are a litt le  egotistical, 
but for pure unsophisticated belief in self, nobody can touch 
Carpenter. There w ill be much about what “  I  ” have said and 
done, how “ I ” have exploded this fallacy years ago ; how “ I ” 
have explained i t  by unconscious cerebration, ideo-motor action, 
and other nostrums. There w ill be much ta lk about want of 
accuracy on the part of Spiritualists, and then the garrulous old 
gentleman w ill proceed to illustrate his own capacity fo r such 
criticism by making blunders, misrepresentations and misstatements 
in every line he writes. He labours under a chronic incapacity for 
saying the simplest thing w ithout blundering; yet he goes rippling 
on placidly unconscious tha t be is not infallible. W e a ll know 
him, and are prepared for tbe exhibition he invariably makes of 
himself.

His article in the “ Nineteenth Century” was of the old sort. 
Commencing w ith  a pompous criticism of the radiometer, lie got 
up and patted Crookes on the back in the true paternal fashion. 
“  Bless you, my boy ! you should stick to science and leave them 
spirits a l o n e and then spirits proving too attractive, o ff he went 
on liis hobby to say Low foolish Mr. Crookes was as soon as be 
began to talk about Spiritualism, I t  would have been a ll very 
impressive, this paternal appeal from P hilip  drunk to P h ilip  sober, 
only unfortunately the part about tbe radiometer showed an in 
capacity to understand that instrument, and the part about Spiri
tualism was, as usual, a farrago of mis-statement and blundering 
mistake. He succeeded in beiDg more than usually false in  his 
premises, and erroneous in  his conclusions; and wo are waiting 
w ith  patience for the castigation that report tells us he is to receive 
from M r. Crookes and Mr. A lfred Wallace. One would he very 
sorry for a man who has some reputation to lose and who so 
strenuously tries to lose it, but his vanity is buoyant enough to 
float him over any sea of trouble that he may blunder in to ; and on 
the next occasion he may be trusted to come up smiling.

1 should apologise for saying so much about one who is so litt le  
worth notice; but a man is very apt to be taken at his own valu
ation among those who do not know him, and i t  is therefore 
desirable that the readers of tbe J o u r n a l  should be protected from 
such a ruinous bargain as they would make i f  they took tbe old 
kn igh t at his own estimate.

As a matter of fact, then, we are settling down after a stirring 
conflict, to find ourselves in a much stronger position than we ever 
occupied before. The time is not so long past when Spiritualism 
could find no entry to the press, when people spoke o f i t  under 
their breath, and when in  nublic i t  was tabooed. Now i t  is a 
common subject of conversation, openly canvassed and discussed 
both in talk and print. Almost every magazine has articles upon



some phase of it, and every newspaper of note has on its staff at 
least one commissioner who can look after its interests. The result 
must be that the subject w ill gain wide acceptance and belief. 
There is hut one rock ahead which may interfere w ith the desirable 
progress, and that is not persecution, or contempt, or insult from 
w ithout. The only foes that Spiritualists need fear are those, of 
the ir own household. I f  they w ill set their house in order and 
see to i t  that i t  is kept in  order free from confusion, from trickery, 
from blatant folly, and from unscrupulous money-hunting ; i f  they 
w il l  bear in mind that i t  behooves them to try  the spirits—some of 
whom have carried w ith  them the frailties and falsities of earth— 
that the investigation needs integrity, sincerity, patience, and im
partia lity in order to secure worthy results; i f  they w ill be careful 
to record only what is proven, and to prove by repeated experiment 
before record; i f  they w ill recollect that Spiritualism is a religion 
and philosophy as well as a congeries of bewildering phenomena; 
in  short, i f  they be cautious, patient and truth-loving in the widest 
sense, there is no doubt that we shall soon see Spiritualism occupy
ing tbe position in which its friends desire to see i t  as one of the 
most powerful regenerating and reforming forces of the age.— 
R e lig io -P h ilo so p h ic a l Jo u r n a l, July 21.

S P IR IT U A L  ORGANISATION.
[There is something very striking in the harmony which exists 

between the principles set forth in  the following article, and the 
teachings which we have tor some time given expression to in 
these columns. The author is Professor Buchanan, the celebrated 
anthropologist. W e are also ourselves anthropologists, and hence 
the sim ilarity of ideas, and we do not exaggerate when we state 
that a similar concordance of principles, capable of practical 
demonstration could not be found in any other department of 
Spiritualism. Our views and those of Professor Buchanan are 
based upon the nature of man, upon that which exists in man as 
the essentials of his being; therefore, the views deduced therefrom 
by Professor Buchanan and ourselves are scientific, and con
sequently reliable and practical. As to the details suggested for 
the development of the Movement, there may bo some room for 
variation to suit the condition of different communities, but tho 
principles which we hold are identical w ith  those put forward by 
Professor Buchanan. The family, as stated in this paper a fortnight 
ago, is the type of all organisation, and i t  is tru ly  significant that the 
identical suggestion should have been put into type in London 
about the same time that the printer was engaged on similar matter 
in  Memphis, Tenn. We are glad to perceive that Professor Bucha
nan is engaged on a further publication of his teachings on Anthro
pology. I t  is such information that the inhabitants of the world, 
particularly Spiritualists, require at the present time. The 
Spiritualist who has no knowledge of man further than what 
spiritual phenomena present to him, is utterly unfit to understand 
the subject; the whole man requires to be understood in order to 
appreciate any one department. The absence of this comprehensive 
knosvledge is the reason why there is so much inharmony in the 
world, and such a lamentable failure of practical results in the 
performances of the so-called learned professions. The physician 
knows nothing of the spirit of which the human body is an instru
ment, hence he fails to cure the patient. The parson is helplessly 
ignorant of natural laws, and fails to apply his spiritual teachings 
to the requirements of humanity. The lawyer is learned in the 
wickednesses of society, and the legal traps which have been 
invented to intercept it, but of justice and equity, as manifested in 
man’s moral nature he is wholly guileless. No wonder, then, that 
the world is at sixes and sevens: that death, disease, drugs; super
stition, sacerdotalism, simony; laws, licentiousness, and luxury, 
dominate everywhere except amongst the victimised. We quote 
Professor Buchanan’s article from the A  m erican S p ir itu a l M agazine, 
an excellent monthly periodical, published in Memphis, Tenn., U.S.A., 
by the Rev. 8. Watson, D.D., who visited this country some years 
ago. He is well known to the numerous readers of his volumes, 
‘ The Clock Struck One,” and “ The Clock Struck Three.” We 

hope Professor Buchanan w ill favour us at his convenience w ith  
some account of his forthcoming works on Anthropology, that we 
may second his laudable efforts to further the moral progress of the 
world.]

The discussion of this subject during the past twelve months 
displnys the conspicuous fact that men generally look more at the 
exterior than the interior, more at the body’ than the soul, more 
at the forms than the substantial truths of which forms are ex
ponents.

The first requisite to a liv ing  body is not bones or muscles, but 
a v ita l principle, and this is true o f a ll possible organisations. Ihe 
v ita l principle must first exist, and when i t  exists i t  w ill draw to 
itself and organise all that is necessary to give i t  form or embodi
ment; but w ithout the v ita l principle a ll forms or constitutions 
are simply waste material, mere exorcises of an unprofitable 
ingenuity.

The essential preliminary to spiritual organisation (organisation 
of Spiritualists) is not a constitution or by-laws, but an ardent love 
o f tru th , and love of those who join w ith  us in sustaining that 
truth, The fam ily is not organised by a constitution and by-laws 
specifying the duties of mother, father, and children, but by con
juga l ancf parental love, which bind the family together, and insure 
the abundant performance of every duty.

The firat step to spiritual organisation is the development of 
spiritual conditions, or in other words, the elements of true religion. 
Notwithstanding al l  the bigotries and falsities of sectarian deno
minations, they have unquestionably a large amount of true

religious emotion, as well as esprit de corps, or family instinct, 
which leads them to act w ith  unanimity and zeal for their common 
cause. This makes each denomination a social and financial power, 
capable of making itself felt, and capable of resisting w ith  no little  
energy the progress of that enlightened thought which tends to its 
disintegration.

The cohesive power which binds and strengthens these organi
sations is not intelligence, but something far different. Intellectual 
activity creates diversity of sentiment, and dissolves all creedal 
organisations. Moreover, intellect alone is cool, passionless and 
aimless; i t  shows us the way, but furnishes no motive power to 
action. Motives consist of strong feelings or desires, and the 
feelings that impel men to united action are first, unity of purpose 
in accomplishing some important object, and second, mutual good 
w ill or love, arising from mental sympathy and personal association; 
to which may he added mutual favours and courtesies arising from 
association.

The first step, therefore, to spiritual organisation, should he the 
establishment of a social centre—a parlour or hall in  which all who 
are interested in spiritual truths should meet from once to four, 
five, six, or seven times a week, and find not only society, but 
spiritual papers and books to enrich their minds.

Every Spiritualist should take one spiritual newspaper, but all 
should have access to the weekly and monthly spiritual publications 
all over the world, to tho published literature of Spiritualism, and 
to all valuable new books in that department of knowledge as they 
appear. To maintain such a social centre as this should be im
pressed upon every Spiritualist as a duty he owes to society, for no 
man has a right to live for himself alone, or to withhold his aid 
from any good measure for the upholding and diffusion of truth.

There should he a minimum contribution of not less than twenty- 
five or fifty  cents weekly from each member to sustain this social 
centre, in addition to the first subscription for the purchase of 
books. The social centre or spiritual parlour should be made just 
ns pleasant and attractive ns possible—a place for the meeting of 
both sexes, where the piano should always be ready, and where the 
impromptu dances to their own music should establish a refining 
influence, the spiritual parlour being under the management of a 
committee of ladies. Musical and social entertainments should be 
often introduced, and the Services of non-professional home mediums 
obtained for spiritual communication in all its varieties. When 
tho society amounts to a hundred or more, the funds w ill bo suffi
cient to procure the services of talented speakers from abroad, and 
the highest spiritual phenomena may be developed in consequence 
of the harmony and spirituality of such a society. W ith such 
attractions i t  would steadily prow', and its funds would be sufficient 
to employ a lecturer by the year or permanently.

In  employing a permanent teacher for the -society, i t  would be 
desirable to solect one who could be more efficient and useful than 
the sectarian minister. The minister of a spiritual society should 
be a seer and a physician. He should be able to bring his members 
into communication w ith their spirit-friends, and he should be ablo 
iu his capacity as a seer to instruct them in their interests and to 
admonish them as to their soul-culture. W hile supervising their 
physical condition and preserving them in health, he should watch 
their spiritual growth and have the kindliest counsel ready for those 
who seek his aid in soul-culture. Performing thus a three-fold 
office, the largest salary that he could receive would be au econo
mical investment for tho society.

We need a new  profession  for the herd of each spiritual society— 
the seer and philanthropist—who shall come os near as possible to 
being for each member of his flock a guardian angel in all things— 
the universal counsellor—the guardian friend—who may combine 
in himself the functions now exercised by the three learned pro
fessions, but exercised so blindly, so selfishly, so barbarously. As 
a priest he w ill hide no ligh t and stifle no thought: he w ill teach 
the realities of duty instead of theories and ceremonies. As a 
physician he w ill exclude from his resources none of the benevolent 
agencies of nature, and w ill deem i t  his glory not merely to heal 
the sick, but to b.inish disease entirely from those who are under 
his guardian care. As a lawyer or exponent of justice, he w ill 
show to each the boundaries of his rights and his duties, and 
banish litigation or strife by leading each to the performance of his 
duty.

Shall we not thus put au end as wo may to tho sufferings 
inflicted upon mankind by our barbarian professions, and bring 
about the triumph of religion, of health, and of social concord, 
throug-h a divine ministry, loved and upheld by the people and 
consecrated by the highest benignant powers of tho spirit-world, a 
channel for the influx of supernal harmony into terrestrial life. I t  
is a beautiful millennial conception, and yet its realisation may or 
should be near at hand.

W e need but organise our groups in our spiritual parlours, our 
hnrmonial halls, substantially as 1 explained twenty years ago, 
when I  presented tho plan of the p a n eg i/riu m — f o i  the spiritual 
parlour w ill be a true panaffprium — and bring into the leadership 
or m inistry of this movement the man or woman whos - pure and 
benevolent life is sanctified by the daily presence of the angel-world 
and make him our arbiter, our counsellor, and our physician, as 
well us our public teacher and our confidential friend. I t  w ill be 
found that in time tho power and influence of our sacred medium 
would grow by the acknowledged wisdom and beneficence of his 
influence, and tho abundant river of celestial power and love which 
he would bring into our midst. Adhere faithfully to such minis
trations as these, set apart our beat and noblest men and women in 
this holy office, and we should find in time that health, harmony



and happiness would f i l l  a ll communities in  which the supernal
agency was enjoyed.

There is nothing visionary or unscientific in  th is ; nothing which 
is not clear to those who understand Spiritualism ; for the power 
of the clairvoyant, assisted by spiritual aid, in  understanding and 
managing disease, in penetrating the dark clouds of our difficulties, 
and tracing the path of harmony and peace, is w e ll known to those 
who have had experience.

Le t us firs t organise the social circle, establish mutual acquaint
ance and friendship, enjoy our pleasures and festivities together, 
and unite in  employing the wise medium for a ll those offices 
which are now so unwisely administered by mechanical and selfish 
professions.

B u t one thing more is necessary, and that one thing is indispen
sable—that is, to pom forth the emotions at every meeting in  love 
and joy  and worship ; for w ithou t emotion all is a dead form. 
Therefore at every spiritual meeting there should be at least one 
soul-felt song; not Ita lian music, or the scientific complexities of 
art, but tender, soul-moving, enthusiastic song; such songs in 
spirit but not in  worfls as our Methodist brethren use in their 
camp-meeting revivals, sung w ith  pathos and w ith  power. Song 
is worship, song is love, song is the v ita lity  of the spiritual move
ment. Songs tha t speak of heaven and our loved ones, songs that 
breathe love and joy, w ill bring heaven w ith  its bright inhabitants 
down in  our midst, and cause an outpouring of spiritual power, 
spiritual gifts, and spiritual love. In  the mood of religious feeling 
thus cultivated, invocation or prayer w ill be natural, and w ill be a 
valuable help. The prayers which have been delivered in spiritual 
circles are models of beauty and religious eloquence. I  have 
never seen one published that was not beautiful and touching.

Following this programme fa ith fu lly  in a ll respects, and the 
spiritual society that adopts, i t  w ill become an example to all other 
societies. I t  w ill be united in  soul and purpose, w ill w in converts 
in every direction, and having won them, w il l  l i f t  them to a higher 
plane of life.

Where is the man whose soul has power to conceive and carry 
into operation this sacred programme, combining in himself the 
powers of a Wesley, a W hitfield, and a Fox, and giving to the 
thirsting souls of religious societies who are fed upon the husks of 
theology, the waters of liv ing life, the stream of divine love, which 
by the simplest possible agencies as above displayed may fertilise 
the world w ith an in flux of new life, and put an end to pestilence, 
discord, crime, and war, by substituting for cold, speculative in 
difference, the warmth and love that come from heaven ?

L o u isv ille , June 18, 1877. J o s e p h  R o u e s  B u c h a n a n .
F.S.—Believing that a ll movements are more wisely organised 

and conducted when they have a scientific and philosophic basis, 
I  would remark that the Science of Man, Anthropology, is neces
sarily the true basis or guide of any social movement, and that in 
the works I  am now preparing on this subject my friends w ill find 
a broad basis of principles for social movements.—-J. R. B.

The Editor of the A m e ric a n  <S p ir itu a l M agazin e  thus comments 
on the foregoing article :—

“  W e call special attention to the communication on Spiritual 
Organisation by Prof. Buchanan, of Louisville. Not one in our 
country stands higher than he, as a man of science, as well as 
intellect. This is the kind of organisation that we need. When 
this is effected, the formal organisation w ill come as a necessity. 
W e must have something better than anything that can be obtained 
anywhere else. This, we doubt not, can be had, i f  we w ill carry 
out the plan suggested by our distinguished correspondent. W hat 
say you, Spiritualists, everywhere P Le t us have that kind of 
organisation nil over our country.

‘ ‘ Many Spiritualists attach too much importance to the pheno
mena of Spiritualism ; i t  i8 well for conviction, but let us go up 
higher. The trusting in the externals is as detrimental to Spiri
tualists, as the confiding in the forms and ceromonials of the Jews, 
or the external paraphernalia of Catholics or Protestant Chris
tian ity.”

T H E  V IE W S  A N D  B E L IE F S  OF NO TTIN G H A M  
S P IR IT U A LIS T S .

A  few weeks ago a Conference was held at Nottingham, which 
was reported in these columns at the time. I t  was largely attended 
and was the successor to a previous Conference, at which a Con
ference Committee, consisting of an equal number of members 
from both the local societies, was elected. A t the last Conference 
i t  was suggested that one of the subjects for consideration at the 
next meeting should be, “  W hat are the Differences between the 
Two Local Bodies ? ”  The sub ject was le ft w ith  the Conference 
Committee, who at a recent meeting decided that each society 
should present a paper, sotting forth  their essential beliefs. The 
following statements were drawn up by the respective societies, 
nnd have been forwarded to us for publication in these columns :—

PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALISTS OF 
NOTTINGHAM.

Is!. That man is a created and pre-existent being, and has been for a 
poriod in a fallen or sinful state.

2nd. That into this Btnte he has been seduced from innocence and 
purity by a greater and subtler power than himself.

3rd. Tlmt in this state be is spiritually dead and powerless, through 
having le ft the service of bis Creator and withdrawn himself from the 
divine breathing, or life .

4tb. That this state is called the Adam ic, which is allegorically given 
in Genesis and tho Old Testament as the stato of orig inal sin .

5th, That in this state he must ever have remained without divine 
assistance.

Gth. That God in his infinite wisdom and love provided a plan to re
deem him from this fallen and dead state by which he must be restored 
to the state from which he bad fallen.

7tb. That briefly thiB plan consists in sp iritu a l m an having to be 
locked up or cased for a time in a material body with a groBS or animal 
life, and to inhabit a material world, and to be fettered with material 
surroundings, and to be sensible to all tho impressions this body may 
receive, such as, pain, fatigue, hunger, care, &c.

8tb. And whilst in this probationary state ho shall have to contend 
with the spiritual power that seduced him.

9th That i t  was not necessary that man should have been led astray 
by this deceiving power. God made him able to maintain the purity 
and innocence of his nature, yet f r e e  to leave i t ; in other words be was 
created a fre e  w ill being, and such he remains.

10th. That this earthly state is a probationary, a trial, a suffering, 
and a redeeming one; man must Buffer as a consequence of his sin.

11th. Than in continuance of his plan for the redemption of bis 
creature man, God has arranged that lii9 first created Son, the Christ, 
whom he had made the governor and ruler of all intelligences, Bkould 
meet man in this earth-state by being like unto him born into it, live in 
one of these terrestrial bodies, linked with its animal life ; be subject to 
its infirmities, have to contend with its animal wants, and desires, and 
be tempted by the same power as man; but by the purity of bis spiritual 
nature and the help of his Father, God, bo able to overcome all of them ; 
to be a pattern and example for man to imitate, and that s till further, 
having suffered all and endured all that human Nature has to bear, he 
became a ransom  and atoner for him by dying a cruel death, and by 
descending into the punishment spheres, by re-ascending from thence to 
earth and then re-ascending to hiB spirit-abode.

12th. That by so doing he has atoned for the original sin of every 
man, and redeemed him from the death, as before stated, he had in
curred ; and by his ascension into heaven he has opened, and left open 
the way, never to be again closed, for every human soul to follow.

13th. That the atonement of Jesus Christ only extends to his Adarnio, 
original sin, or pre-existent Btate, and that man is accountable for the 
entirety of his earth-life, and at its close must be responsible for it. But 
God who is ju s t , wise, and  loving., w ill judge him from his (man’s) own 
standard, and whatever future punishment he may have to undergo w ill 
be in accordance to his violation of that standard, and this punishment 
w ill be reform atory and fin ite.

14th. That although Jesus did not die to atone for man’s earth sinB, 
Ho will, when man is repentant, intercede with God for him, becoming 
thereby hiB intercessor. He w ill also help and guide him, protect and 
defend him, when he requires it. In  short, do all for him that is neces
sary to bring him, at the close of the earth-life, to a Btate of happiness 
and glory. But to do this, man must believe in him, rely upon him, 
and govern himself by his life and commandments.

15th. That at death (Bo-called), spiritual man w ill not a ll take the 
same positions, but the one just in accordance with the state he is fitted 
fo r ; and, whatever this may be,he must progress from it  onward. This 
progress w ill be probably eternal.

16th. That the teachings of Jesus are the purest, the truest, the most 
perfect' and the best adapted to lead and govern mankind of any other 
before or since his time,

17th. That Jesus, besides his superior teachings, had a power for good 
never possessed by any other human being, sueh as curing diseases, heal
ing the sielc, giving sight to the blind, raising tho paralysed, &c.

18th. That these teachings, being true are eternal, and must outliT0 
all and every teaching opposed to them.

19th. That the extraordinary powers he possessed, can, and w ill also 
be possessed by every true disciple, and these disciples, when united 
w ill form the true Christian or the U niversal Church of Christ. ’

20th. That the time has come for the formation of this Church 
and the true mission of Spiritualism is to re-establish it, and that it  
w ill progress until it  ultimately governs the world. Its work is, and 
ever w ill be, to battle with and overcome, sin and error, to reform 
mankind, to purify the world, and to ultimately lead to that state 
generally known as the M illennium .

21st. That Jesu s Christ being the chief instrument of the Almighty 
in governing angels and men, has also his instruments which graduate 
downwards from the obief angels to man, and continuing through all 
the grades of human society: agency, or instrumentality, being th9 
chief features of spiritual government.

22nd. That every human be in g  is thus an agent of some kind, and has 
a w o rk  to do with his fellow-men. But the chief human instruments 
form the olass called mediums, or im pressiblcs, who form the W ork in g  
link between angels and men; and i t  is by this class that the Church, 
is, ever was, and ever w ill he, taught and instructed.

23rd. That the laws which govern mediuuiBhip should be studied and 
cultivated ; as mediums developed in ignorance may become obpern iciou s  
as, on the other hand, by understanding their true missions they may 
become beneficial.

24th. That i t  is indispensable that it  should be understood that there 
exists a sp iritu al pow er, whose nature and work is to do evil. And that 
as before stated it  was a main element in reducing spiritual man from bis 
duty and allegiance, and is now, in every way and manner i t  possibly 
can, endeavouring to prevent his spiritual progress. That i t  cap and 
does this, every rational being may prove by watching and observing 
the operations of his own mental nature.

25th. That man in his earth-life is a d u al being natural and spiritual. 
ThiB has many proofs, perhaps one of the greatest is ; in  many known 
cases, the spiritual life has been seen distinct, and at a distance fVMu the 
body, sometimes many mileB, while the animal life is s till with the 
body. This d uality  of life, when better understood w ill account for and 
explain many of the wonderful phenomena of human thought and 
actions.

2(jth. That man’s chief duty, highest interest, and greatest happiness 
consists in loving God, obeying and following Jesus Christ, and as far 
as be can in aidiug and instructing hiB fellow man.

2/tb . 'J hat the legitimate means of commuuion with God and Jesus 
Christ, of intercourse with angels and the spirit-world is by p ra y e r . I t  
is this which olovates the soul, purifies and expands the footings, brings



man into closer proximity with the highest intelligences, removes him 
farther from tho reach of an. vice, and trmptation, and gives him a fore
taste of the bliss he is destined ultimately to enjoy.

28tb. That the Bible, or book of the two testaments is tho only book 
for the perfect spiritual guidance of man. That it contains all the 
truths necessary to guide and conduct him onwards to his spiritual 
home. Bnt its it  is a spiritual book— spiritually given—it  can only be 
spiritually understood. Human intellect alone can never unlock its 
mysteries or explain and harmonise its apparent errors.

29th. That the natural or material world is an entire symbol, or type 
of the spiritual. Tho growth, operations, and requirements, of the 
body, partake also of the same character. As food, drink, air, &o., are 
necessary, for the sustenance and life, eo the spirit requires these from 
the divine source, or it  languishes and dies.

30th. Tho Bible litera lly  is of the same typical nature; its whole 
history, its characters, its phenomena, its teachings, its wars, its deliver
ances havo all the same spiritual aspect and development, and no 
Spiritualist can be said to have studied or ascertained his true mission 
who has neglected this.

These are some of the leading principles that merit the attention of 
every spiritual church. The whole or a part of them may not be self- 
evident to many earnest and consciencious Spiritualists; yet they w ill be 
found worthy of their Btudy and consideration; and whilst they are 
offered as principles of faith, it must ever be remembered that there is 
another principle, the greatest of them all, which is

31st. Charity, because, as we are told in the book we have quoted, 
that although we have everything else great and'good, and have not 
this, “  we shall bo as sounding brass an a tinkling oymbal.”

Tho great M aster too has said, “  I  came not to condemn tho world, 
but to save it.”  He condemned sin and error with unsparing severity 
but rlways sympathised with the erring and the sinner.

THE ESSENTIAL BELIEFS OF THE NOTTINGHAM 
SPIRITUALIST’S SOCIETY,

To nE R ead at the next U nited C onference on  S cptemuer 1st.
Friends,—You have expressed a desiro to have placed beforo you the 

essential beliefs of our Society. We, therefore, submit the following 
report. In  our opinion, the need ‘of the world is spiritual truth, not 
creeds. I f  the world has suffered more from one thing than another, it 
is  creeds. We are thankful that the spirit of liberty ever inspired the 
minds of such heroes as Luther, Melancthon, and others. We still cry, 
“  Give us liberty.” Our forefathers fought, shed their blood, and died, 
that we might have religious liberty. We, therefore, feel that i t  is 
diametrically opposed to the teachings of Spiritualism to insist on a 
belief in this or that dogma or creed. We would rather that all possess 
the fullest freedom, which is the birthright of every human soul. Our 
faith, then, is based—

1st. On the Fatherhood of God. Throughout the entire universe His 
paternal care extends. A ll, alike, are His children, and “ in Him live, 
move, and have their being.”

2nd. Tho brotherhood of man. We are all members of one family. 
A ll are recipients of His bounties and love. We recognise all races and 
peoples as brothers and sisters of one common humanity. Some, no 
doubt, stand higher than others in the scale of intelligence ; still, all are 
links in the chain of eternal progression. We can conceive no partiality 
or favouritism in the Father’s dealings.

3rd. The existence of, and communion with, the earth’s departed ones 
—those who have gone on before. Every true and consistent Spiritualist 
believes his friends still live, and love. As, in life, we do not always 
have clouds, so, in spirit, we are not alone surrounded with earth’s un
fortunates, but also the good and great, who, whilst here, made their 
“ footprints in the sands of Time,’’ and whose love for humanity is 
none the less through having thrown off the “  mortal and put on the 
immortal.”

4th. The universal and eternal progression, hero and hereafter, of all 
God’s ohildren. This is a glorious faith, that not ono will be lost A ll 
must ultimately come up to the fu ll enjoyment of the Father’s blessings.

In  conclusion, with James the Apostle we say, “ Pure religion, and 
undeflied before God, the . Father, is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted in the world.”

ISLINGTON SPIRITUAL INSTITUTE.
M echanics' H aul, 19, C hurch Street, I slington.

On Sunday evening last, this hall was re-opened for the promulgation 
of the grand truths of Spiritualism. The walls were gracefully adorned 
with illuminated and appropriate passages from Scripture, and the 
platform was well carpeted; presenting an exceedingly cheerful and 
oomfortable appearance. There was a goodly, intelligent, and respect
able audience, evidently bent on doing all in their power to sustain the 
institute, which has been revived by Messrs. Swindin, Starnes, and 
Monk.

Mr. Swindin took his old post of president, and after Bpeaking a few 
well-chosen sentences, Mr. Starnes delivered an interesting lecture, which 
was warmly received.

i t  appeared that the hall could only be had for eight weeks under 
existing arrangements, and that tho services would include prayer to the 
Supremo Being, singing, reading of tho Bible, and delivery of lectures 
both normal and trance.

At the close ot tho service, one of the audienoe was controlled by a 
spirit, wbo expressed great satisfaction at tho ro-opening, and predicted 
a successful issue, if  the name of Christ, was reverenced and the profound 
spiritual truths of the Bible duly acknowledgrd, which appears to be 
tho bold determination of the gentlemen who have so self-sacvifioingly 
resuscitated these sorvices in Islington, but on an entirely different 
footing from the former. I t  was announced that Mr. Lawrence was 
likely soon to ocoupy the platform, os well as other celebrated mediums.

Mr. Alfred Monk begs to acknowledge the receipt of a largo parcel of 
literature for distribution. Many thanks to the sender.

M r. Charles H allgath, of the Spiritual Institution, Ossett, returns 
thanks to Mr, Peterson for the kind present of literature forwarded 
through Mr. Burns at his late visit. In this expression of thanks Mr,
A. Kitson, of the Children’s Lyceum, also most cordially joins.

E X A M P L E  OF SPIRIT-POW ER.
B y  t h e  R e v . T h o m a s  C o l l e y , o f  t h e  R o y a l  N a v y .

The most wonderful manifestation of spirit-power I  ever w it
nessed has occurred w ith in three hours of the time I  write. Pass
ing through London w ith  my wife, on our way into Warwickshire 
from Ita ly, I  found that Dr. Monck (that prince of mediums, and 
much misrepresented and persecuted man) was in town, and paid 
him  an unpremeditated and unexpected v is i t ; whom, hy the way 
(being lately much abroad), I  bad not seen for a year and eight 
months. A  litt le  short of that time I  lent h im  a large scrap-hook 
of newspaper cuttings. This he promised to return in a few days; 
but, w riting for i t  after the lapse of a month, I  was annoyed to 
find he had lost it ,  or rather that his control, “  Samuel,”  purposely, 
as was said, had taken i t  away, but intended in' due time to return 
it. 1, however, bad long given up hopes of ever seeing i t  again, 
since the break-up of the doctor’s home, and general upset o f his 
affairs through his uujust imprisonment, to say nothing of the illegal 
detention of many of his things, s till unlawfully withheld from him, 
rendered i t  improbable I  should ever again possess it. Sore on the 
matter of my loss even t i l l  this afternoon, on my casual meeting 
w ith Dr. Monck for the first time after the book’s disappearance, 
as we sat at tea, and were talking about it, “  Samuel,” in occasional 
control, and by raps, declared that i t  was even then in this strange 
house,a hundred and twenty miles from the place to which I  sent 
it, and eighty miles from the place from which i t  was sent. Mode
rately marvelling at this statement, from much experience in the 
past of “  Samuel’s ”  ways, and ancient and s till unshaken and un
abated confidence in him, having large knowledge of his power in 
the accomplishment of things “  impossible ”  but yet true, I  earnestly 
begged that he would, from some quarter of the universe of matter 
or spirit, forthw ith return the lost volume to its righ tfu l owner, 
whose name was written on the first page, w ith  a request appended 
at the time of lending i t  (prophetically, as it  seems, of its truant 
wanderings, sudden falling out o f sight, and strange recovery), that 
in case of its being lost the owner would esteem i t  a favour i f  the 
finder would kindly send i t  to the address given.

A  friend who was w ith  us up t i l l  th is time had now to leave, 
and the Doctor, seeing the lady downstairs, I ,  in  his absence, took 
the opportunity most diligently to search the scantily-furnished 
drawing-room, to ascertain i f  “  Samuel”  had already brought the 
book and secretq.il i t  anywhere near. People having no knowledge of 
the wonders of spirit-power, may say, i f  they like, that I  did this 
to see i f  the medium had not already stowed i t  away, sensationally 
to produce i t  at the proper moment; only that they w ill be pleased 
not to forget, that my visit to Dr. Monck was sudden, and unpre
meditated. l ie  did not know of my being in England, and i t  is 
rather a stretch of fancy to suppose that he would have kept a 
large scrap-book by him, through all his troubles and sad ex
periences l'or the tru th ’s sake, ready to humbug me w ith  on my 
chance turning up some day from some quarter of the world, 
about which 1 have been roaming pretty extensively of late. People 
who can prefer such improbabilities to the manifold attested facts 
of Spiritualism, are fearfully and wonderfully made, and I  pen not 
this record for such, hut for folk of some mentality, and logic, and 
mind of proper balance.

W ell, when the Doctor returned from seeing our friend to the 
street-door, we resumed our tea and talk, and “  Samuel,” by raps, 
promised to return the lost volume. Then suddenly he controlled 
his medium, and said, “  Ah, my friend, how about the poetry you 
read at sea, about the funny one-horse gig ?” alluding to a matter I  
hnd never mentioned to anyone—touching my recitation on the 
night of Nov. 29tb of last year, in the Red Sea, to the officers, 
naval and m ilitary, and troops aud crew, of Wendall Holmes’ 
comic verses concerning the deacon’s “  One-hoss Shay this when 
I  was acting chaplain of II.M.S. M a lab a r, My laughter w ith 
“  Samuel ”  about this, and the comical way iu which he told me of 
circumstances connect, d w ith  it, which neither the medium nor any 
liv ing mortal save myself could iu any possible way have known, 
suddenly awoko the Doctor from his momentary trance, and then I  
had to fell him and my wife for the first time the cause of our mer
riment. But again, the Doctor finishing his tea was anew con
trolled, and “  Samuel ”  spoke w ith  earnestness and emphasis, saying 
that the marvel of tho restoration of the book should be instant— 
then aud there. His medium shook w ith  convulsive energy. 
I  threw my arms round him to hold him up, and no bulky volume 
could have been secreted on his person, or by this action I  should 
instantly have detected it. And now, strongly moved, “ Samuel” 
said, “  I t  is coming, i t  is coming, but I  cannot bring i t  to you ; run 
out, quick, quick.” I  loosed the Doctor, who fell stnggeriDg to the 
wall, and w ith  my w ife ran out of the drawing-room, shutting the 
door behind us ; and instantly, as we got on the landing, the long- 
lost book met us there alone,’ falling, as it  seemed, from the ceiling, 
and in amazement I  caught it  as i t  fell, ere i t  had reached the 
ground. Mark, the door was shut. The distance from the corner 
where the medium was left entranced to tho outside landing, whore 
the hook thus mysteriously came into my hands (the afternoon sun 
shining on i t  as i t  came), is, long measurement, over five-anil- 
twenty feet. Moreover, the front cover of the book was thick w ith  
dust, as from long standing on some dusty bookshelf, the which 
(w ith  my finger-marks only in carrying it )  has b‘>en thi$ evening 
seen by the assembled members of the British National Association 
of Spiritualists, meeting to welcome tho Baron and Baroness von 
Vay.

More next week.
August 10, i877.
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—
FE A TU R E S  OF T H E  W E E K .

There was never a time in  the whole history of Spiritualism 
when a greater amount of spiritual teaching was given forth  than 
just now. Our columns this week are an evidence of it. The 
attempt to observe genuine phenomena is supplemented hy the 
desire to unfold spiritual tru th  ; these good things should go hand 
in  hand. Miss Wood's experience at Blackburn is an illustration 
of this statement. Spiritual tru th  was not looked for, and hence 
genuine phenomena were not forthcoming. I t  w ill he seen from 
our remarks in another column, that we do not regard the medium 
as gu ilty  of trickery, yet she was gu ilty  of an indiscretion, and so 
was her committee, which we have not failed to point out. We 
regard a ll these so-called misfortunes as arrangements on the part 
of the spirit-world, who, seeing our gross ignorance and wilfulness, 
take the only practical means o f bringing ns to our senses.

The teachings of Spiritualism are variously set forth in  the 
lecture on our first page, Mr. Forster’s discourse, and the views 
and beliefs of the Northampton Spiritualists. Our Christian friends 
are encumbered w ith  the “  letter,” and we hope they w ill pass 
through i t  successfully, and ultim ately reach the “  spirit.” To aid 
them we give the ir cumbrous views a place in our columns. A ll 
upholders of sectarianism should remember that God and bis child 
man, w ith  all their inter-relations and eternal purposes, are the 
same, whatever we believe respecting them, and that the tru th fu l
ness of the very opposite views entertained by different sects can only 
be proved by knowing more of man and his relations to the Deity. 
Hence i t  is that every unfoldment of spiritual lig h t supplants 
previous “  scriptural ’ views, and brings in a new phraseology, by 
which spiritual things are recognised and communicated from man 
to man w ith  greater accuracy and understanding. Our Christian 
friends, then, must not suppose that tru th  is being demolished, 
because the necessities o f a new revelation demand that the freshly- 
gathered fru it of the viue should be put into new bottles,

May we ask our readers to pause for a moment, while we urge 
them to give a greater scope to the circulation of the M e d i u m . 
Never was a periodical freighted w ith  that v ita l form of spiritual 
tru th  necessary to the guidance o f the age than is the M e d i u m  at 
the present time. I t  contains imfoldments of tru th , which weekly 
charm the minds of numberless new readers, who, more by accident 
than by guidance in  some cases, come across our paper for the first 
time. I f  our numerous friends were a litt le  more active in their 
efforts, and made i t  their special business to introduce the M e d i u m  
to  as many new readers as possible every week, we m ight soon 
exercise an amount of influence for good which would be inesti
mable. W e know that this work is eagerly prosecuted by a few, 
who spend weekly various sums for the gratuitous distribution of 
the M e d i u m  amongst those friends who are prepared to receive it. 
These services we desire to see very much increased, especially at 
the present time. Those who cannot buy the papers, but would 
make themselves useful in  g iving them away, can be supplied w ith  
surplus copies on application. We must not be content w ith  play
ing  at Spiritualism any longer, but go into the work earnestly and 
prayerfully, w ith the feeling that we are do in" God’s service, and 
tha t w ith  his blessing no obstacle can mar our progress.

T H E  0 . S . T . ON S P IR IT U A L IS M  A N D  DISSENT.
The rep ly  to  Mr. Long’s le tte r in  la s t week’s Medium has 

excited very g roat interest, A  groat num ber o f extra  copies 
have been circu lated. We observe w ith  pleasure th a t our 
friends o f the Ohurch have not taken any um brage at our 
defence of th a t position in  w h ich  Spiritualism  necessarily places 
us. We belong to no church, bu t are o f a different order. A l l  
Churches arc welcome to  take  as many leaves from  our book as

they please. Churches are very w e ll fo r those who require 
them, but oar appeal to a ll hum anity is, “  Go up higher,”  as wo 
endeavour, from  day-to-day, to do ourselves. We have received 
a considerable amount o f correspondence, o f which the fo llow ing  
is a specimen

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Herewith I  forward Is. 6d. for thirteen 
Mediums containining your reply to Mr. Charles Long. I  endorse 
your letter, and would state for the benefit of intelligent and earnest 
inquirers, that to become thoroughly convinced of the facts of spirit- 
intercourse, w ill lead the investigator ultimately to Unitarianism. I  and 
my wife were earnest Roman Catholics for nearly th irty  years. Having 
been convinced of the genuineness of the higher phases of the pheno
mena, through the mediumship of my wife and family, I  carefully read 
up the philosophy, with the result that rnyBelf and wife are now Uni
tarians, and could not be otherwise if  we were to try.

I  do not know of one Spiritualist who has tested the phenomena, and 
read up the philosophy, with any other result.

The proofs are too palpable, namely, that Christianity was bu ilt up 
from the last features of Paganism. The system of priesthood, monks, 
and nuns, even to the prayers uBed in the liturgy, are only slight modi
fications of the Pagan system. I f  your readers doubt what I  say, let 
them get the books from the Spiritual Institution, and read for them
selves.—Yours sincerely, A. W. T uknek.

Ick n ie ld  Street East, Birm ingham .

Wo have s t ill le ft  a small surplus of last week’s M e d iu m , 
which we should he glad, i f  our friends would assist us, to dis
tribu te . We would prefer tha t they should purchase them, hu t 
to workers who are unable to do so, we make th is  offer : we w il l  
forward copies to  addresses th a t may he supplied to  us, on 
receiving the necessary postage.

PROGRESSIVE C O LLEG E—MR. H A R R IS O N ’S TOUR.
We are glad to hear that parents are thinking of sending their 

hoys to Mr. Harrison’s College. Madame Gillies has arrived in 
London, and has on her way interested a great many in the 
College. Mr. Harrison starts out to day. The following is his 
rou te :—

M b . P. R. H a r b i s o n ’ s  A p p o i n t m e n t s .
Preston and Burnley 
Bury and Rochdale 
Sowerby Bridge 
Belper 
Uttoxeter 
London 
Colchester 
Norwich

The term commences on

Friday, August 17.
. Saturday, August 18.
. Sunday, August 19.
. Monday, August 20.

Tuesday, August 21,
. Wednesday, August 22.
. Thursday, August 23.

Tuesday, August 88.
Saturday, September 1, at Grasmere

College.

CONFERENCE OF LA N C A S H IR E  S P IR IT U A L IS T S .
The E ighth Quarterly Conference of the Lancashire Spiritualists 

w ill be held on Sunday, August 26th, in  the Grosvenor Street 
Temperance Hall, Manchester. The working committee w ill meet 
at 10.30 to transact the preliminary business. The general con
ference w ill commence at 2.30, when the report and balance-sheet 
of the quarter w ill be submitted, the appointment of tho work^Qo* 
committee made, and other business connected w ith  the Movement 
transacted.

In  the evening, at 6.30, Mr. John Lamout, of Liverpool, and 
other friends, w ill deliver addresses. The spiritual workers of the 
district are respectfully invited to attend and give their support 
and sympathy.— On behalf of the committee.

W . J ohnson, O.S.T.

IS L IN G T O N  S P IR IT U A L  IN S T IT U T IO N .
On Sunday evening, M r. Burns is expected to  address the 

meeting a t 19, Ohurch Street, Is liiig ton . This w i l l  be in  some 
respects the inaugura l meeting of the series, and the friends 
solicit the attendance o f a ll interested in  the work.

DR. MONOK’S ARRANGEM ENTS IN  LONDON.
Dear M e d i u m ,— I  have found i t  necessary to  seek more c o m 

modious rooms where I  may receive the numerous friends who 
desire to ava il themselves of my services. My address is now 
26, Southampton Row, H igh  Holborn, London, W.O., nearly 
opposite the S p iritua l Institu tion . I  am now a rrang ing  to  hold 
a series o f weekly sittings a t my rooms, w ith  a select company 
o f friends, and a second weekly series fo r the development o f  
healing magnetism, and other na tura l g ifts . Friends desirous 
o f jo in ing  either series should send in  the ir names im m ediate ly.

I  regret tha t I  have been unable to  give proper a tten tion  to 
my correspondents, much o f my tim e during the past three 
weeks, having been occupied w ith  disting'uished sitters. Last 
week I  had the honour o f being the g u est o f R oyalty, and am 
invited to be so again, in  a few weeks, fo r a lengthened period. 
Meanwhile I  sha ll be “  a ! home ”  to  receive friends, between 
the hours of 10 ft.rn. and 2 p.m. daily, a t the above address, 
and at other times hy appointment. God speed the tru th . 
Yours in the service of love, F r a n c i s  W . M o n c k .

26, Southam pton R o w , L o n d o n , August 14.

Mit, J, OitAWfc'ORD, grocer, Square, Cumnock, Ayrshire, desires to 
enter into correspondence with Spiritualists on the best means 
development as a medium, or the atudy of Spiritualism practically.



DR. HONOR A T  D O U G H T Y  H A L L .
On Sunday last two services were rolled into one at Doughty 

H a ll. Mr. Pitcher made a very long, yet interesting address, 
which, w ith  the usual preliminaries, occupied tho time almost 
completely. Then Dr. Monek spoke eloquently, and concluded by 
giving tests and healing. These tests are spoken of by those who 
received them as being of an extraordinary character. The 
Doughty H a ll service is really a seance of a very high order, and 
what w ith  interesting experiences, reading, invocation, singing, 
inspirational speaking, tests, and healing, a great variety o f spiritual 
gifts and spiritual culture is presented. I t  must be something very 
good indeed which keeps an audience together for three hours on 
a hot summer’s evening.
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M R. MORSE A T  D O U G H TY  H A L L  ON SUNDAY.
In  consequence of the Grosvenor Street H a ll, Manchester, not 

being ready for occupation, M r. Morse is prevented from keeping 
his appointment there on Sunday. He w ill, therefore, be in 
London, and has been invited to give a trance oration at Doughty 
H a ll. This w ill make an agreeable variety in the series of excellent 
meetings which have been going on in London lo r some time. 
A fte r M r. Morse, Dr. Monck may again appear and charm the large 
number of hearers which he has attracted to tha t hall.

Mr. Colville w ill speak in September, at Doughty Hall, 14, Bed
ford Row, Holborn, on Sunday next at seven o’clock.

T H E  R E L I G I O  ON DR. MONCK.
The last issue o f the R e lig io -P h ilo s o p h ic a l J o u r n a l  received in 

London quotes from our columns illustrations of Dr. Monek’s 
mediumship. The article is headed “  A n  Ex-Oonvict Tested.” 
During the time that Dr. Monck was “  in trouble ”  the R e lig io  very 
frequently published paragraphs commenting on Dr. Monck as a 
fraudulent medium who had been caught tricking and was punished 
for his sins, and now the stigma is maintained by alluding to him 
as an “  ex-convict.” Now, i t  rather astonishes us to know how the 
R e lig io  can have arrived at these conclusions, Tor had the editor 
read our paper since October last he would have seen that Dr. 
Monck was defended by hundreds of the best-known English Spiri
tualists, who had been conversant w ith  his mediumship, some of 
them, for years, and defended him  upon the ground that he was a 
genuine medium and the victim  of persecution, the origin or motive 
of which persecution they did not give any opinion upon; and 
further, on reading the evidence in the reports of tho case before tho 
magistrates, the R e lig io  m ight have observed that the witnesses did 
not agree upon those points necessary to “  convict ”  Dr. Monck, 
and that statements of individual witnesses were not cross-ques
tioned by the barrister on behalf of Dr. Monck. Hence Dr. Monck 
was really “ convicted” of nothing, the magistrates merely saying 
tha t they “  found him guilty1 under the Act,”  which, as we showed 
at the time, m ight be based on the assumption that he professed to 
he a genuine medium, aud therefore the phenomena were due to 
“  subtle craft,”  implying the hidden cause which is at the bottom 
of a ll spiritual phenomena. On whatever grounds the decision of 
the Bench was arrived at, the most acute observers of the case in  
this country could not come to the conclusion that Dr. Monck was 
“  convicted ” in  any way whatever, or most certainly they would 
not have continued his defence in the slightest degree; but, be
cause they had the fullest knowledge of his mediumistic power, and 
entertained from pas experiences a strong belief in  his honesty 
under the circumstances through which he was prosecuted, they 
defended him  so resolutely. The R e lig io  is ready to patronise Dr. 
Monck now, and appears to have just discovered that he has such 
wonderful mediumship. We th ink, instead of being so generous 
over the matter, our contemporary should take off his hat and 
make a humble apology for the gross injustice to which he has sub
jected Dr. Monck for a long series of months. We should be dis
posed to return such salutations as are now proffered by the R e lig io ,  
without thanks.

MR. MORSE AT MANCHESTER.
To the Editor.—Sir,—Please insert in your next issue, that, in oon- 

sequence of the Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street, being in the hands 
of the painters, who are now overhauling the place, and making it  more 
presentable, and fit for use as a public hall and lecture room, our 
engagement with Mr. Morse is again postponed for a few weeks.

Due notice by Mr. Morse w ill be given as soon as he can make suitable 
arrangements for coming to Manchester for the delivery of two 
discourses on the Sunday (as per provious arrangements).

I t  is also proposed, to hold a semi-private seance on the Monday 
following in Mr. Pitman’s room, John Dalton Street, for (ree-and-easy 
converse and discussion upon some knotty points which some of his 
admirers are anxious to have solved.

As I  have frequently had this pleasure, I  think I  may safely state that 
this meeting w ill be an intellectual treat of no mean order.

There w ill be a charge of 2s. fid. each, which w ill be utilised ns 
follows: to oover deficiency (if any) of tho Sunday meetings, and the 
remainder for the benefit our friend Mr. Morse. I  may also state, that 
i f  any friends wished to hold a more private seance with him during the 
week he would be glad to visit them for that purpose.

I f  we would obtain knowledge upon “  man ” in his throefold nature, 
or upon other recondite subject, who is so qualified to teach us as thoso 
who have entered upon the higher lito ? — Yours truly,

Walnut Street, August 12. R ichard F’ itton,

I t seems a marvel to mo, says a correspondent, alluding to Mr. 
Colville, that any man can deliver discourses and poems at a moment's 
notion without any premeditation; thoro must bo something in Spiri
tualism, more than men give it  orodit for.

&bc ©rtm- of Spiritual tucarbcrs.
A ll needful information for the working of these Spiritual Schools 

is given in  Mr. Burns’s discourse on the subject in the M edium , 
No. 373; also in  the Medium, N o. 376, and in Mr. Morse’s Dis
course, M edium , No. 377, price 2d. each, post free.

Instructions lo r  the form ation of the Children's Progressive 
Lyceum, price 2d., may be obtained at the Spiritua l Institu tion .

To encourage tlie  form ation o f Schools o f Spiritual Teachers, 
and the spread o f knowledge on Spiritualism , we offer to give 
one book in, as a present, when three copies o f the same work are 
ordered. Thus, on payment o f 15s., the price of three copies of 
the “  Arcana o f Spiritua lism ,”  four copies w ill be supplied, w orth 
£1. A l l  other works supplied to Schools on the same terms.

M otto fo b  th e  Od d er .
“  Pray as i f  a ll depended upon God ; work as i f  all depended 

on yourself.”

Man is dua l: cause and effect, creator and creature, spirit and 
organism. Through his body and its senses he is immediately re
lated to the external world—a position of spiritual blindness and 
helplessness, which permits h im  to struggle and blunder along w ith  
much suffering and difficulty. Between this outer rind and the 
brillian t interior there are a series of faculties, or intermediary ele
ments, like a “  Jacob’s ladder,” leading up to heaven. Man on the 
spiritual side represents the top of this ladder, and is a ll luminous 
aud godlike. J ust in ns far as this central sun can illuminate his 
external being, is man wise and good, enlightened and happy. 
Prayer is a name given to the process by which he seeks to blend 
his outer acts w ith  his interior supply of Divine energy and direc
tion. But man in his outward blindness has supposed that God is 
a being outside of him, and that he must talk at him in impas
sioned words, well-rounded phrases, aud exhaustive monologues. 
Prayer, then, has become a perversion of the true process of find
ing God, and man has sought outward into space, away from God, 
rather than inwards from space, where God alone cun be found. 
The praying man, in  the true spiritual sense, does not necessarily 
formulate an expression or utter a word in doing so, but his life is 
a constant endeavour to harmonise his external acts w ith  his high
est interior promptings. A l l  successful men, all good and great 
men, have been deeply earnest in all they did, and have thrown 
the ir whole soul in to their work, trusting in the success of their 
efforts. They carried trustingly into their life all of God and God’s 
gifts that they possessed, w ithout reservation, and eagerly desired 
to add to the talents bestowed upon them. There are some, who 
by musing meditatively upon this Divine relationship, imagine that 
they w ill thereby achieve great spiritual distinction, and that the ir 
practical aims are sure to be blessed w ith  success, because of their 
good intentions. These individuals are the converse of the pliara- 
saical petitioners, who beseech a god of the ir own imagination 
w ith  many words. For these musers think they can effect an out
ward result by a continuous inward process. To render prayer 
effective, i t  must be made to th r il l through every fibre of tho me
chanical structure of the body. We must pray, not only w ith  the 
mind and w ith  the lips—In  fact, we need not pray w ith  these at a ll 
— but to achieve our purpose, we should pray a ll over—w ith  the 
feet, w ith  the bauds, w ith  the perceptive intellect, w ith  the reason
ing powers, w ith  the energies, w ith  the affections, w ith the moral 
susceptibilities, and thus placo ourselves wholly at the service of 
the Divine Ruler of our personal universe. This is the kind of 
thing which is wanted in  Spiritualism— this is the sheet-anchor of 
the Spiritual Teacher.

T he No. 1 School, 15, Southampton Row.
On Thursday evening, August 9th, there was a large attendance. 

Monitor Eagle gave a reading from “  Hafed,’’ the 37th sitting, 
where i t  states that Jesus received the angelic messages standing, 
whereas the Magi of Persia bent their heads towards tho ground 
when the shining one of tho flame appeared. Jesus thus broke 
a law of Persia, and a discussion arose as to whether such violation 
of rule w is  sin. I t  was also observed that the attitude of Jesus a t 
that seance in the grove, indicated that we should not give up ■ ur 
ind iv iduality to any spirit however high. John, in tho Revelation, 
states, tha t when about to worship before the feet of the angel 
which showed him the wonders of the spirit-world, ho reproved him  
saying : “  See thou do i t  n o t : for I  am thy fellow-servant, aud of 
thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of 
this Book: worship God.” Jesus standing up asserted the authority 
of the spirit w ith in  himself, for i t  was by listening attentively to 
that voice, that external teuchiugs could be beneficial to us. The 
assumed followers of Jesus were too prone to bow down their



heads to books, traditions, and personalities, whereas the reading 
from “ Hafed”  was another instance of the fact that Jesus at a ll 
times taught that men should obey the behests of the inner lig h t, 
which is the spirit-centre of each individual. A t  the same time 
we could all be benefited by the external influence, but only per
manently in  so far as we remain faithful to the inner teacher.

A  conversation then arose upon a scriptural subject introduced 
by texts from Romans respecting" the Law. Some were of 
opinion that laws were man-made, and that sin was therefore a 
conventional affair, others pointed out that the Ceremonial Law 
and the Moral Law were very d ifferent; the one was a temporary 
expediency, but the other was based upon the nature of man. I t  
was also advanced that the term “  law ’’ meant that low state of 
spiritual life, in which a man was regulated by influences from 
without, hence to be “  under the law ”  was to be deficient in spiri
tuality, and under the necessity of being regulated by the pressure 
of outward enactments. The Chief Monitor concluded by observ
ing that two propositions were before the School, first that Christ 
could not sin, and secondly that man did sin. To understand the 
spiritual meaning of the matter, i t  was necessary to discern between 
the symbol, and that which i t  was intended to convey. The term 
“  Christ,”  represented the inner spiritual esssence of man which is 
a part of the Divine nature, and therefore i t  could not sin because 
i t  is the source of a ll that is perfect, and is indeed infinite in its 
attributes. Sin bad its seat in the “  members ”  or external organs 
which “  warred against the spirit,” unless there was that degree of 
development instituted which permitted the spirit w ith in to shine 
clearly through the avenues of the external man, and render the 
individual luminous w ith  the ligh t of Divine love and wisdom.

M r. Robson attended as Musical Monitor, and made suggestions 
for the improvement of the musical exercises.

B E A U T IF U L  M A T E R IA L IS A T IO N  A T  NEW O ASTLE- 
ON-TYNE.

Dear Mr. Burns,—I  have great pleasure in forwarding you an 
account of perhaps one of the most wonderful seances ever held 
in  this town.

On the evening of Tuesday, the 7th inst., we commenced about 
ten minutes past eight w ith  only six sitters, consisting of five 
males and one female. A t  first i t  was thought that as there were 
so few we ought not to sit, but considering that we often have the 
best manifestations in comparatively small circles, we at length 
decided to proceed w ith  the seance. We drew ourselves into a 
circle, w ith  the medium, Miss Fairlamb outside the cabinet, and 
put down the lights, leaving sufficient to enable us to distinguish 
each other’s features: in fact, we might have indulged in reading 
had we been that way inclined. We first talked about a pic-nic 
which we intended having on the following day, after which we 
had some singing, when we heard knocking in the cabinet and 
different parts of the room. Wo then asked “ was all ready,”  and 
“  should Miss Fairlamb go into the cabinet,”  to both of which 
questions we were answered in the affirmative. Miss Fairlamb 
was a litt le  tim id  when I  informed her I  had fe lt the curtains 
wave. I  then assisted her to the cabinet, saw her Beated and closed 
the curtains, when she immediately said that she “  fe lt a hand upon 
her face,” and the next moment we heard two distinct slaps on her 
face. This caused her to cry, and become frightened, but w ith  a 
lit t le  encouragement we induced her to keep quiet and stay in the 
cabinet, remarking that what had been done was very like ly  in 
good feeling, which' afterwards transpired to be the case, when 
“  Cissy ” took control, and said that “  Geordie ”  had merely touched 
the medium's face, and when he eaw she was frightened had 
“  smacked her face to see what effect i t  would have,”  and i t  “  made 
her cry—the silly g irl.” “  Cissy ”  then inquired o f our lady-sitter 
whether she would have cried for a “  litt le  slap on the face,” to 
which our lady-friend replied that she would, and have been 
frightened also. “  Then you would have been a s illy  g irl too ” 
“  Cissy ”  remarked. The sitters however, did not seem to th ink it  
was sucli a “  litt le  slap” judging from the noise i t  made. A t  this 
point “  Cissy " requested us to sing as she was going to try  to put 
the medium in a deep trance.” We accordingly sang as best we 
could. \V e had two lights bunting, one in a coloured lamp, and 
the other in the chandelier hanging from the ceiling in the centre 
of the-room, and thinking perhaps we had rather too much ligh t 
we asked the question, and received a reply in the negative. We 
resumed our singing, when out came a form w ith broad shoulders, 
black beard, and large arms and hands. The latter aroused my 
curiosity particularly, and I  asked him to le t me feel his hand, 
which request was immediately granted by his hitting’ me, in not 
a very gentle manner on one side of my face. He then came and 
looked at mo closely, to see I  suppose whether he had changed the 
expression of my features. I  said “ It's  all r ig h t” and “ we take 
a ll in  good part, when he rubbed his handstand nodded his head, 
seeming to enjoy it. I  th ink none of the sitters w ill ever forget 
the hearty salute they received (at the ir own request) as he grace
fu lly  bowed to each o f us, and retired into the cabinet.

When we again sang for a short time, tha t beautiful control 
“  Minnie ” emerged from the cabinet w ith  all that grace and saint
like appearance which is characteristic of her, and taking up a 
bunch of red and white roses that Mr. Armstrong bad brought 
■with him, sho came round the circle to let us each smell the flowers, 
thus giving us a good opportunity of viewing her closely. W e said 
tha t i f  she thought proper sho m ight turn down the lights, when 
she advanced up to the ligh t, her beautiful arms quite bare, her 
r ig h t hand holding the rotes, and her snowy white garments

reflecting like the silvery rays from some hidden sun, and turned 
up the gas for a second or two, producing one of the most beautiful 
sights possible for human eyes to behold. There seemed to he one 
electric or luminous burst of ligh t from the form w ith  the flowers 
s till in her hand, the other extended gracefully to the ligh t, her 
head drooping w ith  the marble-like appearance of a statue, her 
robe hanging from her forehead down over her shoulders (leaving 
her face and neck quite hare). Turning out the ligh t, she retired 
into the cabinet leaving us a ll struck w ith  amazement, and asking 
ourselves was it  possible we should ever behold a sight like that 
in connection w ith  Spiritualism, or any other phenomena or science 
possible to produce such a vision.

After we had somewhat recovered from our amazement, we 
again had a litt le  singing, when the litt le  form of “  Cissy ”  again 
appeared, took a look all round, spoke in the direct voice, and 
again went into the cabinet. We then congratulated “  Geordie ”  
for having done so much in speaking to us in the direct voice, 
which latter I  m ight say has rather a deep and peculiar tone, and 
seemed to give us all the phases of spirit phenomena possible to 
an overflow.

I  must now, however, conclude, feeling that I  have already tres
passed too much on your space, and valuable time.— Yours,

18, L o r d  Street, N ew ca& tle-on-Tyne. T. A . R obinson .

DR. MONCK’S TESTS AT DOUGHTY HALL.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—On Sunday last, August 12tb, I  had the 

pleasure of hearing Dr. Monok speak at Doughty Hall, 14, Bedford 
Row, London. After be bad done speaking, he pointed to me and said, 
“  I  see over you letters C r  and w, I  do not know you, but do they refer 
to your name.” I  said my name is Crowe. “  I  see an old lady close by you, 
she says she is your mother, and is frequently with you. I  said that was 
quite correct. He then saw a box on my knees, be described the length, 
and the width of it. “  There is something inside of i t  that rattles like 
stones, or bones.”  “ Y e s a n d  which corresponded with threo of my 
mother's teeth which I  had taken out of my mother's jaw bone after her 
body had been buried 36 years, in remembrance of the event. He 
likewise described the scene at the grave when my mother’s bones were 
taken up; said he saw two men stooping down taking something out of 
the grave, and they were brothers, asked me i f  it  was so, I  said yes. As 
the Doctor had described it  in words so accurately, I  felt i t  my duty to 
relate the whole circumstance to the congregation at the hall.

I t  being my father’s request 14 years ago, to be buried in the same 
grave with my mother, I  promised him it  Bhould ho done. Accordingly 
my mother’s boneB all passed through my hands, and my brother’s, and 
were placed in a coffin; and the three teeth are in a box like the one he 
described. Some other tests were likewise given by Dr. Monck to other 
people, and which were by them acknowledged to be quite correot.

I  w ill now leave the reader to decide how he could so accurately 
describe all these things; except they bad been made known to him 
through the agency of disembodied spirits.

Dr. Monck is doing a work in London of great importance; his 
peculiar form of mediumship is one which cannot be explained away by 
the cry of deception or trickery. _ Charles Crowe.

29, l)u!;e Street, Bloom sbury, IV. C.

M EDIUM SHIP AND SPIRITUAL DEVELOPM ENT NEAR 
GATES BEAD.

Mr. Burns.—Sir,—W ill you kindly insert in your valuable paper the 
following account of a seance held at my house on July 31 :

The proceedings were commenced with singing a little  moral piece or 
two, and then Mr. Westgarth’s control gave us a short address on 
“ Conditions Requisite for Obtaining Successful Spiritual Phenomena.” 
At the end of this address, the oontrol suggested that we should have 
our next meeting on Tuesday, July 31, it  being the last day of the 
month, and make a free-will offering for the  ̂ benefit of the Spiritual 
Institution, and for the occasion he would give an address, providing 
we were all agreeable, which, I  may tell you, we were.

Well, we had our meeting on the night specified, opened by a little  
singing, as usual ; then Mr. Westgarth went under control, and com
menced his address, the subject for discourse being “ Knowledge,”  and 
ho treated it  in a most exhaustive and interesting manner. He went on 
to show that all the information we got upon various subjects was not 
all accurate and absolute knowledge, but, to illlustrate bis ideas, and to 
make them more plain, he touohed upon the rudiments of Geology, 
Astronomy, Animal Physiology, arid Chemisty, which he discoursed 
upon for three-quarters of an hour. After that he left the physical 
plaue of existence, and took us in thought to the Summer land, and gave 
us some of his experiences there, which were very interesting indeed. 
He also told us what he hud done in the way of alleviating poor, 
degraded, and debauched  ̂ souls that were imprisoned in the dark and 
dismal regions of the spirit-world. He said he generally succeeded in 
making their conditions better. He gave us some very good instructions 
as to how we should act out our lives, so as to escape the delay in this 
dismal pluce, which inevitably we shall have to pasB through, and the 
more spiritual we make ourselves while on this earth the better we w ill 
bo able to ascend. Lord grant that we may all be able to act as our 
spirit-friend dictates, and 1 think by so doing there would be a tendency 
to rnuke us happy, both in this life and the life to come, for I  am greatly 
afraid tbere  ̂w ill be many that are almost chained down, as i t  were, 
owing to their want of knowledge while on this earth.

Now, Sir, at the close of our meeting we had a subscription, and I  am 
sorry it  is so small, but I  believe i t  was given by all with a willing mind 
and a good  ̂ intention, and I  sincerely hope you w ill receive i t  as 
such. Wishing you, M r. Burns, a long life, with health and happiness 
to go on with your great and glorious work of promulgating Modern 
Spiritualism,—-X remain, yours respeotfully, Georoe F enton.

F ie ld  Cottage, Low  F e ll, Aug. 7.
P.S.—Mr. Westgarth promises to be a very good medium ; indeed, he 

is a good one at the present time. There is nothing wanting but a litt le  
ortitude on his part, to make him famous. Ho has a varied medium-



eliip ; for instance, Intellectual, Clairvoyance, and Healing. He has 
several times described some of my relations very accurately, and he did 
not know them while they wore in earth-life; likewise, he has done a 
great amount of good in healing, &c.

Perhaps, Mr. Editor, it would be well, at this stage of my report, to 
give you an outline of our progress in our little  circle. Well, we have 
been about two years investigating Modern Spiritualism, and during 
that time we have had many difficulties to encounter, in consequence of 
members leaving and new ones entering, which you know has a great 
tendency to retard the progress of spiritual manifestations; but, inde
pendent of all this, we have managed to develop one trance-medium, 
viz., Mr. T. Smith, and partly Mr. Westgarth, as an inspirational 
medium. I  am sorry to say wo have not as yet got a physical medium 
developed, but nevertheless we had wonderful phenomena in the shape 
of table-tilting, direct knocks, lights, and heavy, ponderable substances 
levitated. Wo have had the table taken up to the ceiling several times, 
and there suspended in an inverted position, with its legs against the 
ceiling; and, further, i t  danced to the tune we were singing in a way 
astonishing to all how the table could retain its position under such 
circumstances; and this has been done both in the dark and subdued 
light, and with very little  contact; for instance, one finger merely touch
ing the top side of the table.

We have also had u great many visits from our spirit-friend, “  Zeno.” 
He Wiis one of the ancient Greek Philosophers, and figured in the Roman 
Republic. His name was given to us in direct knocks, and not one of 
us knew him at the time when i t  wa3  given to us, but afterwards we 
learned who he was.—Geo. F enton.

[We have been much encouraged of late by the kind attentions and 
pecuniary aid of brethren in various parts, who have been entire strangers 
to us. Sometimes we wonder whether our constant toil is of any use or 
entertainment to our co-workers; and when the means to proceed are 
nearly exhausted, it  is hard, indeed, to go on. But the cheering word 
of friendly sympathy, and tho kindly act which comes so opportunely at 
timeB, is worth much more to our drooping energies than a large sum 
wrung by sycophancy and time-serving from the abundance of the 
wealthy. Kind friends, we thank you ail.—Ed. M.]

MR. COLVILLE AT MACCLESFIELD AND 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

Mr. Colville, inspirational medium, delivered an oration and poem 
and answered numerous questions under influence of his spirit-guides 
each evening during the week commencing Aug. 5th (Saturday excepted), 
at the Spiritualists’ meeting room, Derby Street, Macclesfield. There 
was a large attendance on all occasions; on Wednesday the hall was 
crowded. A great interest in Spiritualism seems to have been awakened 
in Macclesfield by Mr. Colville’s visit. The orations and poems have, 
on all occasions, been delivered on subjects chosen by the audience, and 
the lecturer has been repeatedly greeted with loud bursts of applause. 
The subjects treated have been of very varied character, but on all 
occasions have given great satisfaction. Mr. Colville’s guides always 
gain an attentive hearing, and their answers to questions are of a very 
firm and conclusive character; the questions are answered instan
taneously, sometimes before the questioner has time to finish his query. 
Mr. Colville left Macclesfield on Saturday, Aug. l l tb ,  for Newcastle, 
where he delivered two orations and poems on Sunday, Aug. 12th, in the 
hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate Street, at 2.30 p.m. The subjeot of the 
address was, “ The Mission of Christ; How far has it been Under
stood?” &c. The address was a very clear and forcible one, pointing 
out unsparingly the errors of modern Christianity. The controls spoke 
of Jesus and his teachings with the deepest reverence. They scouted 
the idea of Christ having never existed on earth as a real man in the 
person of Jesus of Nazareth, and said the higher spirits had seen him and 
conversed with him in the spheres. Speaking of the mission of Christ 
to the world, they said the idea of his having come to save man from 
the wrath of God was thoroughly erroneous—was at the root of the 
corruptions of Christianity which led to the horrors of the Inquisition 
and all those other perpetrations of cruelty which have made Chris
tianity too often anti-Christian in its outward expression. They said 
the only mission on which Christ came to this world was a mission of 
love, to declare God’s love to mankind, to instruct them in his laws, and 
set them a perfect example. They regarded the death of Christ as 
non-sacrifioial, saying that as God was never wrathful to his creatures, 
Jesus could not die to appease wrath which never existed. The lecturer, 
who spoke very eloquently and thoroughly to the point for three 
quarters of an hour, was greeted with a burst of applause as he sat 
down. After a hymn a poem was delivered on “  There shall be no more 
Death,” subject chosen by the audience. This also was received with 
acclamation.

In  the evening at G.30 the hall was crowded by a very attentive 
audience. The subject chosen was, “  The Experience of the Controlling 
Spirit.” The address occupied over an hour, and interested the audience 
intensely, if wo may judge from the rapt attention with which they 
listened to it. There was a very strong feeling pervading the assembly 
that the control was none other than Robert Dale Owen, as at the com
mencement of the discourse the spirit mentioned having passed away 
only a few weeks ago in America, and further stated ho wa3 well known 
to Spiritualists by name if  not in person. However, he refused to reveal 
his identity, and said he should again control the medium at no distant 
date. The address, to say the least, was in accordance with Robert Dale 
Owen’s teachings while on earth, especially regarding equality, com
munism, appropriation of land, &c. When these subjects were brought 
forward in the address, as he touched on the nobility in the spirit-world, 
the audience interrupted the address with loud applause, which however 

soon quelled. At the conclusion the ireual guides of Mr. Colville 
gaumed control, and gave a poem at tho request of the audience on 
‘ Robert Dale Owen;” and, from expressions used in the poem, tho 

audionco appoare(j  convinced that he hud given the oration. However, 
no positive information could be obtained. Tho audience separated 
at o.4o.

On the following evening, Monday, Aug. 13th, at 8 o’clook, Mr. Col
ville’s guides again delivered an oration and poem in the same ball. 
The attendance was very good. The subject chosen was “  Tho Spirit- 
Land : its Pleasures and Pains.” A forcible and lucid discourse occupy

ing about fifty minutes was delivered by Mr. Colville’s guides, at th.e 
close of which a very large number of questions were asked and answered, 
apparently fully to the satisfaction of the audience. Some of the 
answers were very lengthy, especially those respecting the person of 
Jesus Christ and the union of the dual spirit forming the perfect angel, 
points on which Mr. Colville’s guides are rather frequently questioned. 
The proceedings of the evening closed with an impromptu poem on 
“  The Love of a Mother to her Child,”  which was very warmly received 
by the assembly.

Mr. Colville’s guides gave a short address and poem during a presen
tation meeting on “ The best way of Spreading the Truthsof Spiritualism.” 
Next Sunday they w ill deliver orat ions and poems on subjects chosen by 
the audience in the same hall at 2.30 and 6.30 p.m.; and on Monday at 
8 p.m., also on Thursday at 8 p.m. for the benefit of Mrs. Weldon’s 
Orphanage, the Newcastle Society having kindly lent the halL

MISS WOOD CAUGHT PERSONATING A  S P IR IT .
The B la c k b u rn  T im es of Saturday last contains three columns of 

a report of a series of seances held w ith Miss Wood at Blackburn. 
There were present on the first occasion twenty-eight or twenty- 
nine sitters, including three ladies, and a newspaper reporter and a 
doctor were the tyers of the medium. From the flippant, slangy, 
self-sufficient style in which the report is w riften, i t  is easy to be 
guessed what kind of influence predominated in the circle. The 
reporter proceeds upon the modest assumption that his lmowledge 
of Spiritualism, which he confesses is n il, comprises all that can be 
known on the subject. The findings of previous investigators, w ith 
which he seems to be familiar, are utterly ignored by him, and the 
only ostensible object which he could possibly have had in attend
ing the seances, was not to discover truth, but to expose the 
assumed trickery of the medium. In this he was seconded by cer
tain non-Spiritualist friends, and these having obtained, i t  would 
appear, a most active position in the circle, their sphere of thought 
had the opportunity of dominating on the occasion. I t  is reported 
that Miss Wood bent down her head, that her neck might not be 
properly tied, and bent her wrists, that the fastenings might be 
loose when her hands were straightened out, all of which remark
able phenomena are quite new to those who have had a very 
lengthy experience w ith  the medium. A fter repeated failures, with 
the exception of a figure appearing in a very dim light, the re
porter and his friends were requested to stop away, after which 
other seances were held. These are reported in the B la c k b u rn  
Tim es, as follows :—

Since the above was placed in typo, our worst suspicions have been 
realised ; the medium has been caught imposing upon the circle—caught 
in the very act of playing the spirit. I t  appears that the committee, 
finding it was impossible to have satisfactory manifestations whilst so 
many “ sceptical minds ” were in their midst, went through a weeding- 
out process, and recommenced sitting on Monday List with a smaller 
circle, understood to be composed of thorough-going Spiritualists. The 
seances were held at the house of a friend ; and it was believed that they 
would thus obtain such phenomena as were witnessed during Miss Wood’s 
first visit to Blackburn. There was nothing at all on Monday ; but on 
Tuesday night “  Pocka” did something more than take possession of the 
medium ; she took possession of the sitters by appearing in their midst, 
and distributed biscuits and kisses to those whom she thought worthy of 
such spiritual favours. The biscuits, we should explain, were handed to 
her ; but the dessert, in the way of kisses, was all her own.

One of the sitters, Mr. T. E. Atkinson, of 76, Whalley Road, has 
been looked upon all along as a confirmed believer, but the fact is that 
he was a confirmed sceptic after all be had s^en; and wbon he observed 
“  Pocka ” supplying him with a bit of biscuit, ho was more than ever 
assured that, it wns the medium on her knees. Shortly afterwards he 
disengaged one hand, and lightly touched “  Pooka’s ” garment—a cir
cumstance which caused her to get out of bis reach, and to complain 
when she returned to tho chair that someone had been attempting to 
poke holes in her dress.

On Wednesday night, sitting was resumed under customary con
ditions, that is. tho medium was tied more or less securely to a chair, 
which was placed in a recess with a curtain before it. Mr. Atkinson was 
present with two friends in court in the shape of his wife and a grown
up daughter. “ Pocka”  affirmed that everything was favourable, and 
that good manifestations might be expected. Indeed, it  was intimated 
that three spirits might appear at once ; but nothing was Been until 
about eleven o’clock, when several present saw a form emerge from the 
reces3, and immediately afterwards various sitters on the shadier side of 
the room were touched with a tube, or fan, provided for the purpose.

I t  was really so dark that our wide-awake friend could not see “  the 
spirit,” though he could hear the taps being administered on the other 
side of the room. But he was not to be imposed upon any longer : and 
was determined, i f  he could, to make a peizure, as be had not signed any 
regulations, and was fottered by no promise. I t  was (lie last, seance of 
the serieB, and his only chance of exposing the humbug; so, with a 
courage which does him great credit, and guided by his ears, he dashed 
across tho room, and made a grasp at the form, which, however, slipped 
through his hands. I t  became a race then for the recess, but tbo vigilant 
sceptic was more alert this time, and seized the figure whilst it was still 
amongst the sitters. Wbat a struggle then ensued ! I t  was as if  life 
and death on both sides depended upon it, though there was no scream
ing and not a word was said.

Tho company scorned paralysed ; there was much to bear, but nothing 
lo see, and they know not what it meant. The strong man proved in 
the end too powerful for the desperate woman : and when matches 
were lighted by Mrs. and Miss Atkinson, tho medium wns found on tho 
floor, near the curtain ol tho recess, in an attire which was confined to 
cliemiso, stocking*, and a pair o f ------!

Miss Wood braved it out to tbo last, hardened pinner us she is, and 
speaking ns “ Pocka,” After being assisted to her chair, declared that 
eho had boon controlled by an evil spirit, who had all but stripped her 
naked, and sent her out in the circle. This was too much for Mr. 
Atkinson, who gavo his opinion of what he called her “  devilment,” and



went bo far as to say that, unless every penny that had been paid for the 
seances this week and laBt was returned to the sitters, he would put the 
case in the hands of the police.

Fortunately no money had been paid to the medium, and the com
mittee finally assenting to these terms, Miss Wood has since had to sign 
a document foregoing all claim upon them for her services.

The affair has naturally caused a good deal of Btir in the town; and 
the prevalent opinion is that, after a failure so complete, and an exposure 
so discreditable, we shall hear no more for some time of paid mediums 
in Blackburn.

A  letter from  a local Spiritualist informs us tha t the above re
port of the capture of Miss Wood is sufficiently accurate to estab
lish the main fact, which we readily accept, and. are not sorry that 
i t  has happened, for which feeling we w il l  give our reasons. We 
thought Miss Wood had had enough of the “  committee”  business 
at Macclesfield, but i f  she required further experience in that line, 
we hope sho has now had a sufficiency. Every seance should he 
under the control of one individual, and that a spiritually-minded 
ode. This case affords valuable instruction, to be added to that 
which has already been gathered from the public management of 
mediums. W hen a remarkable medium permits himself or herself 
to be pitted against the detective abilities of the sceptical public, 
he or she is sure to be run down at last. The reason is this : these 
test-seance holders do not meet .for a spiritual purpose at all, but 
one which is of au entirely opposite character, the object being to 
show that what previous investigators have regarded as spiritual, 
is due only to mercenary tricks.

Charged to the brim w ith  these infamous purposes, a few positive 
individuals soon dominate over the whole circle, and their influence 
becomes the ruling element at the disposal of the spiritual operators. 
Once thoroughly charged w ith  such surroundings, a medium is 
incapable of being properly used, un til purified by a successive run 
of sittings under spiritual circumstances. In  the case before us we 
have the medium subjected to these derogatory surroundings for a 
succession of nights, to which demoralising process the residue of 
the sitters, who formed the last two seances, had also been subjected. 
In  these further attempts the sitters were joined by parties actuated 
by the detective doctrine, and ready prepared to put i t  in  force to 
the utmost. The result is described above. During the uncon
scious state the medium is made the victim  of the circumstances 
by which she is surrounded, and either through the perverted action 
of some of her own controls, or the intrusion of other spirits, she 
is reduced to the disgraceful position in which she was found.

This is our view of the affair. We do not for a moment regard 
Miss Wood as a trickster, or that the phenomena hitherto occurring 
through her mediumship have been other than genuine. The con
ditions which have been observed on numberless other occasions, 
have been such as to utterly preclude the supposition that the phe
nomena were due to imposture of medium or spirit. We are not 
at all sorry that this seemingly painful event has happened, and 
Miss Wood does not deserve one grain of pity, neither do her 
committee merit the slightest commiseration at the chagrin with 
which they have been rewarded. I f  mediums and so-called Spiri
tualists w ill continue to investigate w ithout spirituality, and in 
open defiance of what is already known of the laws of spirit-com
munion, they must just put up w ith  the consequences un til they are 
wise enough to profit by their experiences.

I f  Miss Wood w ill sell herself to the degrading manipulations 
of newspaper reporters, that they may, through her disgrace, earn 
a pittance by w riting special reports of their ignoble triumphs, she 
must be content w ith  the wages of such conduct. And i f  sitters 
at a spirit-circle w ill regale themselves by bantering w ith  a poor 
litt le  Indian spirit rather then engaging in prayer to God for ligh t 
and guidance, and the presence of H is ministering angels, then i t  is 
well that they should he held up to the ridicule of the public. We 
do not blame poor “  Pocka,” she is an undeveloped child, and 
knows no better. Wo do not blame Miss Wood, she has possibly 
suffered enough by her foil}', and has the stigma of dishonesty 
attached to her which really she does not deserve. W e do not 
blame the circle, or committee, for they were too ignorant to do 
aught else than blunder most foolishly.

W e do not blame the newspaper man and his clique, for they are 
the victims of an overweaning egotism, and occupy the zero place 
of knowledge in the scale of public iguorauce of the subject, and 
by their act they have further confirmed themselves in an impreg
nable fortress of ignorance. \ \  e need not blame any of these par
ties, who all deserve our pity, and at the same time we are heartily 
glad that they met w ith  their deserts, for as far as we can see, it  
serves them right, and we hope the experiences of Blackburn w ill 
be a warning to not only the parties concerned, but to a ll who hear 
of the event, and are engaged in  the process of spiritual investi
gation.

M r. J- W illiam F letcher, the American medium, gave a second 
lecture in Langham Hall for the benefit of Mrs. Weldon’s Orphanage. 
The lecture and leoturer were very pleasantly reoeived, and Mr. Fletcher 
but confirmed the success of his first appearance here. He oan bo 
engaged either for lectures on Spiritualism or on bis recent travels in 
Egypt and Jerusalem.

Sunderland.—There is a slight difference between parties at Sunder
land respecting the visit of Mr. Wallis. “  Leonidas” says the office of 
arranging the meotinga was banded over to “ Jeweller.”  The latter in 
his report printed in these columns, states that seeing no interest being 
taken in Mr. Wallis's work, he invited a few friends to meet him 
privately. This the other party retorts, was keeping the medium to 
himself and not giving others au opportunity of attending. Wo have 
now stated both sides, and hope they w ill “  h it i t ” bettor in the futuro.

MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS INTO 
SPIRITUALISM.

Quebec H all, 25, Great Quebec Street, W.
On Friday last, “ The Floral Service”  in memory of our dear brother 

Harry Tilby. This w ill be reported next week.
On Tuesday, Dr. Carter Blake lectured on the “ Difficulties for 

Inquirers into Spiritualism,” which was listened to w ith breathless 
attention, and the whole meeting were in favour of resuming the question 
on a future occasion, which Dr. Carter Blake has kindly consented to do.

On Friday, 17th, Mr. Bull w ill open a discussion on the “  Principles 
of Phonetic Spelling.”

On Tuesday, 21st, Mr. C. W. Pearce w ill lecture on “  Swedenborg, as 
a Seer and Theologian.”

On Sunday, 26th, the Quarterly Tea Meeting w ill take place; admis
sion one shilling; tickets now ready. Charles W hite, Hon. See.

EAST LONDON SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION.
On Sunday last, Mr. Burns addressed a very small audience at 

15, St. Peter’s Road, Mile End, E. Mr. Jennison conducted the service, 
Mrs. Wallis presided at the harmonium ; the influence was exceedingly 
good. A t the close of the address, Miss Young was controlled by spirit- 
friends who recited poems. “ Mr. Cogman”  gave a poetical message 
through the control of another Bpirit. The messages thus given were 
chiefly addressed to the lecturer. Miss Young occupied the platform on 
the previous Sunday evening, and w ill do so again on Sunday next. 
She sustains a continued interest, her mediumship being varied and 
brought into fu ll play at eaoh meeting.

DALSTON ASSOCIATION.
R ooms : 53, Sigdon R oad, E.

Members are respectfully requested to note that the place of meeting 
of the Association has been removed from 72 and 74, Navarino Road, 
Dalston, to the above address; situate close to Hackney Downs Station, 
on Great Eastern Railway, and within about five minutes’ walk of 
Haekney and Dalston Junotion Stations, on North London Railway.

Thursday Evening A ppointments.
August 30th.—An evening with Mr. J. W. Fletcher and his spirit- 

guides. Admission by tickets, to members only, Is. each.
September 13th and 20th.—Mr. W. J. Colville, trance medium, of 

Brighton, wilt deliver inspirational discourses and poems. Admission 
|>y tickets, for both dates, to members only, Is each,

October 11th.—Mr. J. J. Morse, hon. member, w ill deliver an inspira
tional trance discourse, the subject of which can be chosen by the 
members present, and questions answered at the cloBe. Admission free.

October 25th.—Narration of Experiences by members and visitors. 
Chair to be taken at 8.15 p.m. Thomas Bjlyton, Hon. Sec.

MR. W ALLIS AT BARROW-IN-FURNESS.
Mr. Burns.—Dear Sir,—Language fails me to give you anything like 

a true report of Mr. Wallis’s meetings amongst us, August Gth and 7tb.
About thirty of us met in an upper room to bear what his guides had 

got to say unto us. Soon as the invocation was over, the guide of the 
medium asked for a subject, when a variety were given. The subject 
which got the greatest show of hands was, “ Is Spiritualism like P rim i
tive Christianity, aud is i t  right for Spiritualists to go to war with each 
other?’’ This subject was handled in a maBterly manner. Next night 
the subject chosen was, “  The Spirit-world ; Where is it? Who are its 
occupants ? How are they employed? Have they passions such as we 
have? I f  there is a sympathy between them and us, what causes that 
sympathy, and what are its effects upon us ?” This subject was handled 
in the most able manner I  ever heard a subject treated, oither by a 
normal or trance speaker.

For one hour and thirteen minuteB, burning eloquence dropped from 
his lips, which surprised us all. The greatest sceptic in the meeting, 
who supplied the subject, said, at the close, he was more than surprised.’ 
I t  was a great pity we had not the presence of our friend the reporter ; 
it  is a great loss to the world. Mr. Wallis is a nice gentleman, as well 
ae a medium.

“ Ligbtheart,” at the close of each meeting, did good service, as well 
as in private. He gave one lady a most correct diagnosis.

I  hope Mr. Wallis will get that patronage he deserves.— I  am, yours 
truly, J. W almsley,

70, Cavendish Street, August 14th.

M r. T. B rown writes to Bay that he expects to reaoh Halifax by tho 
end of the present week. Letters should be addressed to him—Care of 
Mr. Councillor Ambler, 27, Rhodes Street., Halifax, Yorkshire. He 
intends visiting Manchester, Belper, and other places.

B irmingham.—On Sunday next.Mr. W illiara Porks w ill give an address 
at his rooms on “ Spiritualism: its Crisis; What w ill be its Climax?” 
A ll friends of truth arc respectfully invited to attend. Last. Sunday 
evening several members spoke to a crowded audience much to the satis
faction of all present. 312, Bridge Street West.

A strology.—Says a correspondent: “  I  am at a Iosb to understand 
how minute particulars can be inferred from the influences of a planet 
which are general. There is a vortex of worlds acting upon us. Oersted 
opposed astrology when alive, and he confirms now the view I  take 
that the astrology commonly practised is simply humbug."

Ossett.—The Cause seems to have been somewhat revived by the 
recent Anniversary Meetings. On Sunday last, there was a large attend
ance at the Lyceum, and it  is understood that a number w ill become 
members. Through the kindness of Mr. Peterson, Mr. Kitson has been 
provided with two additional physiological diagrams, which have a 
great attraction to the students.

I mi'ortant Meeting at R awtenstall.—On Sunday afternoon, 
September 2nd, a meeting of Spiritualists w ill be hold at W hittakers 
Dining Rooms, Barlow Street, Rawtenstall, to which the friends of 
Bolton, Bury, Rochdale, Hoywood, and all the surrounding towns are 
earnestly invited. Tea will be provided by the Rawtenstall friends — 
T homas Parkinson, 140, D eane L a w , R m w o r th , D olton, August 13th,



BUSINESS MATTERS.
D omestic A ssistant W anted.—A lamily in Lancashire requires-a 

g irl from 12 to 16 years of age to take part in household duties, or an 
elderly person with the requisite qualifications would be acceptable. A 
good home to any who w ill suit. Apply to J. Burns, 15, Southampton
Row, London, W.O. ------

A  M iddle-aged Gentleman desires a position in a Drapery Establish
ment as shop-walker, buyer, first salesman, or any branch in which 
experience and probity are essential. Apply to W. care of J. Burns, 
15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE, GRASMERE
P. R. H AR R ISO N , B.A., Principal.

A N  E N G L I S H  H O M E  A B R O A  D.—I  T  A  L  Y.
■1JL A Gentleman and his Wife residing in the pleasantest part of Pisa, 
having a larger Villa than they require, offer a Social and Comfortable 
Home for the Winter months (permanency preferred) to Two Ladies, or 
Lady and Gentleman, on Moderate Terms. The Villa is delightfully 
situated ; and, for the delicate in health, i t  has peculiar advantages.— 
References exchanged.—R. G r a h a m , Esq., Poste Restante, Pisa, Italy.

W anted, F urnished Apartments. — Sitting-room with three bed
rooms for a small family, with attendance, near Oxford Street, Holbom, 
or Strand. Address, stating terms inclusive, to Italia, 46, King Street,
Maidenhead. ---------

MR. MORSE’S APPOINTMENTS.
Cardiff.—August 26. Pic-nio and Open A ir Lecture at Pontypridd. 

August 27, 29, and 31, Philharmonic Hall Assembly Rooms. Even
ing at 8.

Y stradgynlais.—Thursday, August 30. 8 p.m.
Newcastle-on-Tyne*— September 2, 3, and 5.
Belper.— September 9.
W olverhampton.—September 16. Arrangements pending.
K eighley.— September 23.
Stockton.—September 30. Probably.
London.—October 14, and December 30, Doughty Hall. October 11, 

Dalston Association. A t the Marylebone Association about same date. 
B irmingham.—October 28.

Special N otice.—In consequence of the re-decoration o f the Tem
perance Hall, Manchester, not being completed, the committee 
are obliged to again defer Mr. Morse’s visit.

Societies desirous of engaging Mr. Morse’s services are requested to 
write him for terms and dates, at Warwick Cottage, Old Ford Road, 
Bow, London, E. ---------

MR. W. J. COLVILLE’S APPOINTMENTS. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate Street, Sunday, 

August 19, at 2.30 and 6.30 p.m. Monday, August 20, and Thursday, 
August 23, at 8 p.m.

Stockton-on-Tees.—Temperance Hall, at 8 p.m., Tuesday, August 21, 
Wednesday, August 22.

Gateshead.—Friday, August 24.
Ciiebter-le-Street and Neighbourhood.—Sunday, August 26, and four 

following days.
B righton.—Town Hall at 8 p.m., Tuesday, September 4, Wednesday, 

September 5.
L ondon.— Doughty Hall, Sundays, September 2, and 9, at 7 p.m. 

Quebec Hall, Marylebone, Sundays, Sept. 2, 9, and 16, at 3.15 p.m.
(See announcement). Tuesdays, September 11 and 18.

East End Spiritual Institution, 15, St. Peter’s Road, Mile End, 
Sunday, September 16, at 7 p.m.

Dalston Association, Thursdays, September 13 and 20, at 8 p.m.. 
Orations and poems on all occasions delivered on subjects chosen by 

the audience.
Mr. Colville is open to accept engagements in London during Septem

ber and October. T ill August 25, address to him at 32, Newgate 
Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne; after that date care of Mr. Burns, 15, 
Southampton Row, London, W.C.

TO B E  S O L D , in consequence of the Death of 
the late owner—A LARGE ASTRONOMICAL TELESCOPE 

A Bargain. The Object Glass sixteen inches in diameter. This 
Telescope, which is mounted equatorially, is one of the finest 
instruments in the Kingdom. For further particulars apply to Mr. T. 
S l a t e r , Optical Works, 136, Euston Road, Loudon, N.W.

A BOOK W RITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY SPIRITS.
I f  direct writing on a slate be thought incredible, wbat must be the 

verdict on the work about to be mentioned, which contains a number of 
full-page illustrations, the original drawings being done by spirits, with
out mortal contact. This work—

HAFED, PRINCE OF PERSIA :
H IS  E A R T H -L IF E  AN D  S P IR IT -L IF E

—purports to give the life-story of one of the Wise Men of the East 
who did homage to the infant Jesus as stated in the Goppels. I t  was 
dictated by the spirit “ Hafed ” through the lips of Mr. D. Duguid, of 
Glasgow, while he was in the unconscious trance.

Mr. Duguid has painted a great number of pictures while in the 
trance state, and it  matters not to him whether he works in darkness or 
in light. “  Hafed ” contains various specimens of direct writing in 
Hebrew, Latin, Greek, &c. The originals of some of his paintings and 
drawings may be seen at the Spiritual Institution.

This illustrated Life of “  Hafed ” is a bulky and elegant volume, 
price 10s., and is sold at the Spiritual Institution, 15, Southampton 
Row, W.C.

Contents of “ H uman Nature ” for August.
Price 6d.

Transcorporeal Action of Spirit. By “  M.A. (Oxon.)”—Part I I .  con 
tinued Cases in which the Spirit appears in connection with 
Death—Cases in which the Spirit has been evoked.

Essays on Matter, Motion, and Resistance. By Jos. Hands, M.R.C.S 
—Essay on Matter—continued.

A Commentary on T. L. Harris’s Book “  Two-in-One,” by A. J. R.
A Spiritual Thinker—continued.
The Shaker Community in Hampshire.
Chapters from the “  Students’ Manual of Mngnetism ”  (from the 

French of Baron du Potet.)—Nervous Affections—Various Chronio 
Disorders.

Review: u Studies of the Spirit-World.” By the BaronesB Adelma 
von Vay.

Correspondence :—“ What is Religion ?” “  Electricity ” and “  Mag
netism.”

MR. WALLACE’S APPOINTMENTS.
Oldham.—August 19, at 2.30 and 6 p.m.

Further arrangements not yet completed. Mr. Wallis expeots to 
arrive in London again about September 20th.

Address : 15, St. Peter’s Road, Mile End, London, E.

NEWCASTLE PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
L ectures for August, 1877.

Sunday, August 19, at 2.30 p.m., and 6.30 p.m. Subjects to be chosen
by the audience. Mr. W. J. Colville.

Monday, August 20, at 7.30 p.m. Subject to be chosen by the audienco.
Mr. W. J. Colville.

Sunday, August 26, at 6.30 p.m. Inspirational Address. Mr. W.
Westgarth.
Admission free. A  collection to defray expenses.

Newcastle M eeting for M rs. W eldon’s Orphanage.
On Thursday, August 23, W. J. Colville, inspirational medium, w ill 

deliver an oration and poem at the Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on subjects chosen by the audienoo. Questions in
vited at the close. Admission free. A collection w ill be made at the 
close of the meeting, for the benefit of Mrs. Weldon’s Orphanage. I t  
is earnestly hoped that all Spiritualists in Newcastle and neighbourhood, 
w ill attend on this occasion and contribute as liberally as their means 
w ill permit to the funds of this noble institution.

W. J. Colville, and his guides, desire to make a special appeal on this 
occasion, to the sympathies of all who take any interest in the training 
and culture of fatherless and motherless children ; they therefore 
sincerely hope to eeo the ball crowded on the occasion. Thursday, 
August*23; doors open 7.30; meeting to commence at 8.

Spirit-drawings, and photographs of Mrs. Weldon are sold in the hall 
at Is. each, for the benefit of the Orphanage.

£ hh Performance of L ouie.— To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—In  the 
sylmbuB fpubii8hed in the Medium) of “ M.A. (Oxon.)’s article in 
H um an  I  find “  Louie at the Westminster Aquarium ”  given
as an illustration 0f tvanBfusion Of thought. As the performance of 
Louie is ooly a Bimplo and common conjuring trick, I  must advise 
41 M.A. to be more careful in the future, or else hie readers, finding that 
he can be so very easily misled, w ill take no heed of his other sound 
and useful w r i t i n g s , your8 respectfully, Albert Ogan, 383, M arc 
Street, H ackn ey , August l  ith.

R A R E  AND V A L U A B L E  TRACTS.
In  so m e  C a se s  o n l y  O n e  C o p y  l e f t  o n  Sa l e .

Philosophy of Creation. By Thomas Paine. Embracing Philosophy 
of Man, Spirit, and the Spirit-World. Is. 6d.

The Root of the Matter. .Samson : a Myth Story of the Sun. Is. 
Speculations on the Philosophy of Existence. By Medina. 6d.
The Gospel of Harmony for Humanity. By Mrs. E. Goodrich Willard. 

2s.
William Denton: a Biographical Sketch. By J. H. Powell. 6(1.
Natty, a Spirit: His Portrait and His Life. By Allen Putnam. 2s. Gd.
Christianity no Finality; or, Spiritualism Superior to Christianity. By 

William Denton. Is.
The Vestal: Origin and Destiny. By Mrs. M. J. Wilcoxson. 6d.
On Prevention of Diseases. By T. Baker. 2d.
Lecture on Hydropathy. By Walter Johnson, M.D. 6d.
Public School Reform; a few Remarks and Suggestions on the Mental, 

Moral, and Physical Training of Youth. By M. A. Baines. Is.
The Social and Legal Aspects of the Dome-tic Service Question : 

Suggesting a New System of Hiring Servants. By M. A. Baines. 6d.
Thoughts Beyond the Tomb. By Baron De Guldenstubbe. 2d.
The Old Tale 16 pp Pamphlet.' Id.
A few Selections, Notes, and Suggestions for Daily Reference, from 

Jesus to Shakespeare. A. J. Davis. Goethe. Id. each.
A New Catholic Church. Id.
Is i t  True—Intercommunication between the (so-cnlled) Dead? With 

a beautiful Coloured Frontispiece.—(In Memoriam). By a Work
ing Man. Is. Gd.

Proceedings of the Woman’s Rights Convention, held at the Cooper 
Institute, New York. Is. Cd.

New Irish Bath versus The Old T u rk ish , or Pure Air versus Vapour. 6d.
Spiritualism versus Positivism. By G. Datniani. 2d.
Experiences of Spiritualism, or the Adjuration of Spirit0, with a Theory 

of Table Rappings and other Phenomena. 6d.
The Davenport Brothers: their History, Travels, and Manifestations.

6d.
The Gospel of Harmony for Humanity. By Mrs. E Goodrich Willard.

2s.
Hot Air Baths for the People, illustrated b y  The History of the People’s 

Turkish Baths at Cork. 2d.
Medical Opinion- on the Efficacy of Hydropathy and the Turkish Bith, 

By R Metcalfe, (id.
Dyspepsia. By E. P. Miller, M. D. 2s.
Unwelcome Child. Honry C. Wright* 2s. flu.



SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK, AT THE SPIRITUAL 
INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN.

Sunday, Aug . 19.—Mr. Morse at Doughty Hall, 14, Bedford Row, at 7.
M onday, Aug. 20.—Mr. Herne’s Developing Circle, at 8 . Members.
Thursday, Aug. 23.—School of Spiritual Teachers, at 8 o’clock.

SEANCES AND MEETINGS IN LONDON DURING THE WEEK.
Tuesday, Aug. 21, Mrs. Olive’s Seance. See advt.

Mrs. Prichard’s, at 10, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, at 8 . Developing
Wednesday, Aug. 22, Mr. W. Wallace, 329, Kentish Town Road, at 8 .
T h u r s d a y , Aug. 23, Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. For 

information as to admission of non-members, apply to the honorary 
secretary, at the rooms, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston Lane, E.
Mrs. Prichard’s, at 10, Devonshire 8 treet, Queen Square, at 8 .

Friday, Aug. 24, Mrs. Olive’s Seance, 15, Ainger Terrace. See advt.

MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM, 
QUEBEC HALL, 25, GT. QUEBEC ST., MARYLEBONE RD.

S unday, Seance at 7.30, Mrs. Hooker attends; admission 6d. Monday, Seance at 
8 ; for Members only. T uesday, Lectures and Debates at 8. W ednesday, 
Seance (for Members only). F riday , Public Discussion Class. Satur
day, Seance at 8 ; admission 6 d. to pay rent and gas. Local and other 
mediums invited. Rules and genetal information, address—Mr. C. White, 
Hon. Sec. Admission to Seances by previous application or introduction.

ISLINGTON SPIRITUAL INSTITUTE, MECHANICS’ HALL, 19, CHURCH 
STREET, ISLINGTON.

Sunday—11 a.m. Healing ; 7 p.m., Lectures, Readings, &c. Commencing August 
18th. Admission free.

EAST END SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, ST. PETER’S ROAD, 
MILE END.

Sunday—Inspirational Addresses at 7 p m. T uesday—Evening, at 8 . School of 
Spiritual Teachers. First Wednesday in each month, Mesmeric Experi
ments. E. W. Wallis, Manager.

SEANCES IN THE PROVINCES DURING THE WEEK.
Sunday, Aug. 19, Keighley, 10.30 a.m. and 5.10 p.m.

Birmingham, Mr. W. Perks, 312, Bridge Street West, near Well Street.
Hockley, at 6.30 for 7, free, for Spiritualists and friends.

Bowling, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6  p.m.
Brighton, Hall of Science, 3, Church Street, doors’closed 6.30 p.m. 
Cardiff, Frederick Street. Development at 11.30 ; discourse at 6.30. 
Darlington, Spiritual Institution. 1, Mount Street, adjoining the 

Turkish Baths. Public Meetings at 10.30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Grimsby, at Mr. T. W. Asquith’s, 212, Victoria Street South, at 8 p.m. 
Halifax, Psychological Society, Old County Court, Union Street, at 2.30 

and 6 .
Leeds, at Mr. John Peacock’s, 8 hambles, off Briggate, at 8 .
Leicester, Lecture Room, Silver Street, at 10.30 and 6.30.
Liverpool, Lectures in Meyerbeer Hall, 5, Hardman Street, at 7 p.m. 
Loughborough, Mr. Gutteridge’s, School Street, at 6.30.
Manchester, Tempei-ance Hall, Grosvenor Street, All Saints, at 2.30. 
Middlesbro’, 38, High Duncombe Street, at 2.30 and 6.30. 
Nf.wcastle-on*-Tyne, at Freemasons’ Old Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate 

Street, at 6.30 for 7 p.m. Lecture.
Nottingham, Churcbgate Low Pavement. Public Meeting at 6.30 p.m. 
Oldham, Temperance Hall, Horsedge Street, at 6 .
Old Shildon, Co-operative Hall, for Spiritualists only, at 2.15 : Public 

Meeting at 6.15.
Ossett Common, Wakefield, at Mr. John Crane’s, at 2 and 6 p.m. 
Ossett Spiritual Institution, Ossett Green (near the G, N. R. Station), 

Lyceum, 1 0  a.m. and 2  p.m.; Service at 6  p.m.
8owerby Bridge, Spiritualist Progressive Ityceum, Children’s Lyceum, 

10 a.m. 11 nd 2 p.m. Public Meeting, 6.30 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 21, Cardiff, Frederick Street, at 7.30, Developing. Wednesday. 

Physical.
Keighley, at the Lyceum, at 7.30 p.m. Local Trance-mediums. 
Btockton, Meeting at Mr. Freund’s, 2, Silver Street at 8.15.
Newcastle-ON-Tyne, Old Freemasons’ Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate 

Street. Seance at 7.30 for 8 . For Members only.
Sheffield. W. S. Hunter’s, 48, Fawcett Street, St. Phillip’s Road, at 8 . 
Shildon, 155, Rowlinson’s Buildings, at 7.

Wednesday, Aug. 22, Bowling, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 8 p.m.
Birmingham. Mr. W. Perks, 312, Bridge Street West, near Well Street, 

far Development at 7.30., for Spiritualists only.
Middlesbro’, 38, High Duncombe Street, at 7.30.
Ossett Common, at Mr. John Crane’s, at 7.30.

Thursday, Aug. 23, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Old Freemasons’ Hall, Weir’s Court, 
Newgate Street, Seance at 7.30 for 8 . For Members only.

Grimsby, at Mr. T. W. Asquith’s, 212, Victoria Street South, at 8  p.m, 
Leicester, Lecture Room, Silver Street, at 8 , for Development.
New Shildon, at Mr. John Memforth’s, Bt. John’s Road, at 7.

Friday, Aug. 24, Cardiff, Frederick Street. Discourses at 7.30.

H U M A N  N A T U R E ,
A Monthly R ecord of Zoistic Science and Popular Anthropology ; 

Embodying Physiology, Phrenology, Psychology, Spiritualism, 
Philosophy, the Laws of Health, and Sociology.

A N  E D U C A T IO N A L  A N D  F A M I L Y  M A G A Z IN E .
I n  Ten Vols,, Cloth, 7s. Gd. each. M onthly,-price 6d. ;  Post-free, 7d. 

A n nual Subscription, 7s.
This sterling Monthly, established ten years ago, is -the only magazine in 

Great Britain devoted to the study of Man on the most comprehensive basis. It 
Is the oldest Anthropological Periodical in London.

41 Human Nature ” embraces, as its title implies, all that is known or can be 
known of Man. and, therefore, much that no other periodical would give publicity 
to. It has no creed or crot< het, but gives expression to all new facta as they arise. 
It does not matter what tbo new truth may be called—Phrenology or Psychology 
— Spiritualism or Materiaiiim—Sociology or Religion—Mesmerism or Hygiene,— 
all alike are welcome to its pages, if by their treatment and investigation that 
heavenly germ Truth may be found.

«« Human Nature/’ besides being an open organ, free to all who have a truth to 
state in connection with Man, is regularly supplied with high-class. Articles and 
Reviews by eminent University men and students of special themes related to the 
science of Man. It is not, however, a class publication, courting the suffrages of 
the learned, and avoiding contact with the multitude. As its title implies, 
"Human Nature ” knows no distinction o iiositlon or pretension among its Con
tributor,, i,ut welcointa all alike—the peasant or the peer, the scholar or the 
original genius, the poet or tho logican, tho rationalist or intuitionuhst, arc all 
made frev u. oxpro* any fact or thought, calculated to be of use to Humanity, 02 
which will throw light on the facts of existence.

“ Human Nature " appeals to all scientific diaooverers or philosophic thinkers 
whether ft® readers or contributors.

Contents of “ Human Nature” for January.
Price 6 d.

The Commencement of a Now Decade.
Notes on the Present Crisis. Part I I .  By “  M.A. (Oxon.)”
Dr. Nittinger on Vaccination.
Transcendentalism. An unpublished Lecture by Theodore Parker. 
Phrenological Delineation of Mr. J. Simmons.
Record of a Year’s Progress. Vaccination and Small-Pox.
Reviews: The Spiritual Body. Essay on Critics and Criticism.

The History of the Pianoforte. Swedenborg.
Poetry: Autumn.

Contents of “ H uman Nature ” for F ebruary.
Price Gd.

Researches into the Mysteries of Occultism. By “  M.A. (Oxon.)”— 
“  Ghost Land ”—Evocation of Spirits—Grades of Spirit—Obses
sion—Apparitions.

Transcendentalism; an "Unpublished Lecture by Theodore Parker. 
The New Humanity.
Anti-Compulsory Vaccination and Mutual Protection Society for 

Great Britain and Ireland—Annual Reports.
Unpublished Poem by Robert Burns—Ode on the American War.

Contents of “ H uman Nature ” for March.
Price Gd.

The Psychology of the Aryas. By Peary Chand Mittra.
Spiritual Experiences in the Eighteenth Century, with a Note by 

“ M.A. (Oxon.)”
The Germ Theory of Disease—The Germ Theory and Mediumship— 

Mrs. Tappan-Richmond on Scarlet Fever and Diptheria.
What is Spiritualism ? By L. E. Harcus.
Metallotherapy, or the Metal Cure.
Subscription Spirit-Phctograph Seances.
Insanity Cured.—A Clairvoyant Description of the Human Brain. 
Mind Reading, or Psychometry.
Craniology and Responsibility.
Review : “  Other World Order.” By W illiam White.
Poetry: M ’Aimde. ---------

Contents of “ H uman Nature ” for A pril.
P ric e  Gd.

Hudson Tuttle’s “  Arcana of Spiritualism.” By “  M.A. (Oxon.)” 
English Mysticism in the Eighteenth Century.
Freemasonry and other Kindred Orders; an Ispirational Discourse 

by Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond.
Woman the Creator and Perfection of the Race. From the French, 

by Madame S------.
The Artichoke. A Story and somewhat more.
Ventilation and Health. Cremation, and its Effects on the Spirit. 
Reviews :—England and Islam. The Science of Life.

Contents of “  H uman Nature ” for May.
Price Gd.

Is there any Puch Thing as Matter? By “  M.A. (Oxon.)” —“ The 
World as’ Dynamical and Immaterial ”—What do we know of 
Matter?—Physical Proofs against the existence of Matter—The 
Universal Ether—Advantages of the Theory—Bearing of the Theory 
on the Phenomena of Spiritualism.

« Lights and Shadows of Spiritualism.” By D. D. Home. A  Review. 
—Ancient Spiritualism : Egyptian Mediumship—Chinese Spiri
tualism—Roman Predictions—Jewish Spiritualism—Spiritualism 
of the Early Church—Recent Church Spiritualism—Seance with 
Mr. Home.

Chapters from the “ Students’ Manual of Magnetism” (from the 
French of the Baron du Potet.)—An Appeal to the Medical
Faculty—Action upon Children—Upon Men—Upon Animals_
Upon Persons Magnetised—Reality of the preceding Facts_
Action upon Healthy People—Deep and Lasting Effects—Experi
ments upon Sick People: in Chronic, in Acute Diseases—The 
Author’s Method of Experimenting.

Mysteries of Psychometry. Lave—A Love Song. By S. E. Bengougb.

Contents of “ H uman Nature ” for June.
Price Gd.

Transcorporeal Action of Spirit. Part I I .  By “  M.A. (Oxon.)”
“  Lights and Shadows of Spiritualism.” By D. D. Home. A  Review 

— contimted.—Modern Spiritualism—Allan Kardec’s Spirit on Re
incarnation—Sceptics and Tests—Absurdities—The Higher Aspect 
of Spiritualism.

New Work on Spiritualism by “  M.A. (Oxon.)”—Syllabus.
A Spiritual Thinker—Introduction.
Chapters from the “  Students’ Manual of Magnetism ”  (from the 

French of the Baron du Potet.)—General Rules—How to Magnetise 
in Acute Diseases :—Measles, Scarlatina, and Small-pox—Inflam
mation of the Brain—Disorders of the Digestive Tube—Fevers— 
Cholera—Rheumatism.

Review: “  Woman and a Future Life.”
“  Homoeopathy and other Modern Systems contrasted with 

Allopathy.” By Joseph Hands, M.R.C.S.—The most effective 
mode of applying Therapeutic Animal Electro-Magnetism.

Poetry : Song of the Spirit. By J. Reginald Owen.

Contents of “ H uman Nature” for July.
Price Gd,

Transcorporeal Action of Spirit. Part I I .  By “ M.A. (Oxon.)”— 
Appearances traceable to some Internal Feeling or Cause.

Essays on Motion, Matter, and Resistance. By Joseph Hands,
M.R.C.S.—Dedication—Prolegomena- Eesay on Matter.

Chapters from the “ Students’ Manual of Magnetism”  (from tho 
French of the Baron du Potet.)—How to proceed in Chronic 
Affections—Incurable Complaints. A Spiritual Thinker.

Review : “  What is Religion ?” A Tract for the Times.
Professor Barrett on “ Electricity”  m d  “ Magnetism”
Poetry: Summer-time.

London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.



OF SPIRIT.TRANSCORPOREAL ACTION
B Y  “  M.A. (O X O N .)”

P a e t  H .
In H u m a n ' N a t u e e , May, June, July, August, September. 

Price Sixpence each.
SYLLABUS.

Object of these papers.
Recapitulation of Part I.
Sources of information.
Judge Edmonds on intercourse with spirits 

of the living.
Mr. Coleman’s experience of Miss Laura 

Edmonds’ mediumship in this respect.
Dr. Nehrer on the manifestations made by 

incarnate spirits at circles.
Mr. Judge’s experiments.
My own experience of transcorporeal ac

tion.
Captain Clarke’s similar statement. (From 

Hudson Tuttle.)
CASES OF VOLUNTARY APPEAR

ANCE.
I. Simple Appearances wiiere No L aw 

is Discoverable.
Illustrated by the following records:

A. Cook at the Sehwester-Haus.
B. Goethe’s double.
C. Dream of Rev. J. Wilkins.
D. Dr. Happach visits an unknown house.
E. Dr. Happach sees his own double.
F. Double of young Priest.
G. McCleod’s story.
I I .  Humbolt’s father.
I .  Clergyman’s dream.
J. Mr. Fishbough’s story.
K. Dream of a mother about her child.
L. Sir H. Davy’s dream.
M. Double of Mr. Clay.
N. Mrs. de Morgan’s clairvoyant.

I I .  Appearances T raceable to some 
Internal F eeling or Cause.

1. Affection.
O. Mrs. Gosse visits her children in spirit.
P. F riar von K ------and Father Cajetan.

CASES IN  W HICH THE SPIRIT HAS 
BEEN EVOKED.

MM. Case of Mr. Van Aart.
NN. Miss Blackwell’s case.

SEQ U EL TO TRANSCORPOREAL 
ACTION.

CASES OF INTERFERENCE W ITH  
THE WORLD OF MATTER BY 
SPIRIT-AGENCY, ESPECIALLY 
WHERE SUCH INTERFERENCE 
IS UNSOUGHT,

I. W here some strong I nternal F eel
ing is to be T raced.

A. Dr. Scott and the tittle-deed.
B. Mr. L. St------.
C. Ann Taylor, of Tiverton.
D. Death in the pot.
E. Case of Dr. Bretton.

Q. The lieutenant and his father.
R. The medium Th^rondel.
S. The husband and his child.
T. Mrs. N------and the strawberries.

[Transfusion of Thought and Sensation,
illustrated by Four Cases. 

a. Sister experiences sensation of drowning 
when her twin brother was drowned.

/3. Magnetiser and patient. 
y. Soldier shot in Mexican war.
8. Louie at the Westminster Aquarium.]

2. M ental Anxiety.
U. Student’s double finds book.
V. The Landrichter and his secretary’s

double.
W. Double of Dr. Happach’s servant.
X. My own somnambulistic writing.
Y. Four similar cases from Tuttle.
Z. Sir John and Lady Owen.
AA. Apparition prevents injustice.
BB. Apparition of Mr. Robertson.
3. Cases in which the apparition is  connected 

with death.
(a) . Death Warnings.

CC. Preservation from death at Leipzig. 
DD. Double reveals murder.

(b) . Apparition at time of Death.
EE. Sister in Schwester-Haus.
FF. Apparition of wood-cutter.
GG. Mother appears to her son at sea. 
HH. Dr. Donne.
I I .  Apparition of brother to Miss L ——. 
JJ. Apparition at Cambridge, and three 

others.
(c) . Death Compacts.

KK. Apparition in York Cathedral.
LL. Dr. Pitcairne’s dream.

F. Murder disclosed by direct-writing
G. Murder disclosed by spirit of murdered

friend.
H. Life saved by a guardian spirit.

I I .  Connected wiTn Death.
1. Death Compacts.

J. Major Sydenham and Captain Dyke.
2. Death W arnings,

K. By physical means.
L. By reproduction of physical peculiarities.
^ * |  By symbolical vision.
O. By apparition of departed friend.

CONCLUSION.
P. Case of Laura Bridgeman.

Man is a spirit, and death only transfers 
him to another state of being.

London : J. B urns, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.

EFFICIENT AND RELIABLE ! 1 !
FIELD’S PODOPHYLLUM ESSENCE.

(Registered)
THE EFFECTUAL REMEDY

F OR a Weak Stomach, Impaired Diges
tion. and all Disorders of the Liver, this medi

cine is invaluable.
Dr. Morgan, in his work on “ De
rangements of the Stomach and 

BILIOUSNESS the Liver>” iD speaking of this ' remedy, says "  I know of no 
medicine within the wide range of 
either the Allopathic or Homcco- 

CONBTIPATION.pathic Materia JJedica tlmt P r 
aises so direct and beneficial an 
influence over a torpid condition of 
the liver as this drug. It has in mv 

TORPID LIVER, hands proved to be the veritable 
blue pill of the vegetable world.”

“ I know of no other substance,” 
writes Dr. Gardner, “ which so 

HEARTBURN- certainly prodnees bilious evacua
tions when the liver is full of bile. 
Whenever I have deemed it desir
able to evacuate or stimulate the 

■HEADACHE liver—as in headache, iSc.— 3h:tvo
us'-d this medicine with highly 
satisfactory results.”
Prepared only by

A• \V. F I E L D ,  C H E MI S T ,  & c.,
39, South Clerk Street, Edinburgh.

Sold in Bottles, ls. lid., ?a. 9d., 4s- 0fl *lind 8s- 
By Post, 2d., 3d > and .id. per Bottle extra.

?-ul,lie or= requested to ask for " { W «  Podophyllum h fence," ,« strewed end most
c! lUrd,J mftrsciwj loth Impure 

^ * lns “  voted by taking the larger

P I A N O F O R T E  F O R  S A L E
A  (Transposing), bv Chew. Fine and brilliant 
tone ; stand any amount of wear. Price £30, worth 
double.—J. Marks, 2S6, Portobello Rd., Notting Hill.

W H E R E  ARE T H E  DEAD?
OR, SPIRITUALISM EXPLAINED.

By Fredk. A. Binney.—Price 3s. 
London : J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C 

Just Published, 2s. papier covers; 3s. cloth.
LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE:

A 8 PIRIT.COMMUNICATION THROUGH A 
WRITING-MEDIUM.

E. W. Allen, 1 1 , Ave Maria Lane, London, E.C.; 
Sold also by J. Burns, In, Southampton Row, W.C.

V ; Miss Chandos Leigh Hunt, N/
17, Brunswick Square, W.C.,

Teaches Mesmerism, Healing Magnetism, &c.,— per
sonally Three Guineas; by post One Guinea.

Treatise on "All the Known Uses of Organic Mag 
netism,” post free 2 §d„ containing Synopsis of In
structions.

DR. M A C K  lias returned to America,
but he has left at 15, Southampton Row, Lon

don, W.C., a supply of Magnetised Paper for the use 
of his Correspondents A Packet, 5s.; subsequent 
supplies, 3s., post free, or it may be obtained from 
Dr. Mack, Banner Office, 9, Montgomery Place, 
Boston Mass, U.S.A.

Mr s . o l iv e , is , a i n g e r  t e r r a c e ,
KING HENRY’S ROAD, (near Chalk Farm 

Station), Trance and Heah>g Medium. Materia
lisation Seances, for Spiritualists only, ou Wednesdays 
at 8.30. p.m.

MR. C. E. W ILL IA M S , 61, Lamb’s Con
duit Street, W.C. At home daily from 12 till 5. 

On Monday, Thursday, and Saturday evenings from 
8 o’clock for Reception of Friends. Address as above.

PAINLESS DENTISTRY.
M R. HOWARD GREY, AuJet’s Cres

cent, 200. Essex Road, Islingtor has hnd ex. 
tended experience in Hospital and Private Practice 
Indestructible Teeth on Vulcanite, 2s. 6 d.; on Coralitel 
5s.; Sets from £2 8s. complete.

I 1

r i 'H E  “ STURM BERG”
. . .  . JL PLANCUETTE for tile

• v • • '  Development o f Writing Me-
. . :L\,. diumship. Of most fancy

dealers, or o f J. Stormort, 
59, Constitution Rill, Birmlng- 

-Laeo ham. Full size, best finish, Ss.; 
second Quality. 5a. t.d : third quality, 4s. Id. Second 
size, 2s. fnl.; third sir", la. 9d. Ali post free.

(GOUT H PORT. —  Ajpabtmbnts. —  Mbs. 
0  Davies, removed to 10, Shalwepearo Street.

MR. J. W. FLETCHER,
Trance and Clairvoyant Medium,

No. 2, Vernon Place, Bloomsbury 
Square, W.C.

Business and Personal Questions answered by 
Letter; Fee One Guinea.—Mr. Fletcher is also open 
for calls to Lecture. Hours—12 till 5.

J O S E P H  A S H  M  A N, Ps. P .H .,
t)  14, Sussex Place, Gloucester Road, Kensing
ton, W., and 254, Maiylebone Road, N\W.

A SEANCE FOR INVESTIGATORS,
XX at Mrs. PRICHARD'S, 10, Devonshire Street, 
Queen 8 quare, W.C., Thursdays at 8 p.m.

M I  S S W O O D ,
1, Argyle Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

MR. J. J. M O R S E , Inspirational
Trance Speaker, is prepared to receive calls, 

to lecture in London or the Provinces. All letters to be 
addressed to him at Warwick Cottage, 518, Old Ford 
Road, Bow, London, E.

w .
J. C O LVILLE , I nspirational 
M ldium and P ublic Lecturer, delivers 

ORATIONS AND POEMS 
on subjects chosen by the audience in any part of the 
United Kingdom. For address see list of appoint-

QEANCES FOR TESTS AND C LA IR - 
0  VOYANCE, Tuesday and Friday at 8 p m. 
—J. Brain, 29, Duke Street, Bloomsbury.

M ISS MANCELL, Spiritual Clair 
voyant.—-71, "Wellington Street, Blackfriara 

Road, S. E.

AURATIVE MESMERISM. — PRO-
\J FES80R ADOLPHE DIDLER, Consulting 
Mesmerist (32 years’ established), attends Patients, 
and may be Consulted daily, from 2 till 5. at his resi
dence, 10, Berkeley Garden's, Camden Hill, Kensing
ton. Pamphlet on Curative Mesmerism, Is. posr free

MR. J. H A W K IN S , Ma ' .xktic TIealeb ,
11, Mount Pleasant, East Road, City Road, can 

be Consulted at home from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon
day, Wednesday, and Frida}' of each week. Outdoor 
Patients attended on intermediate days.

A CARD.
II IB .  JAMES COATES, P ractical
I I I  M esmerist and H ealer, can be Consulted, 
personally or by letter, at Reynolds's Gallery of Illus
tration, 12, Lime Street, Liverpool.

"A  successful mesmerist.”—Wm. Hitch man, M.D. 
"Really wonderful mesmerist”— Daily 1W.

ASTROLOGY.
"  Worth its Weight in Gold.”

EV E R Y  adult person liv ing should pur-
chase at once "  YOUR FUTURE FORETOLD.” 

a book of lt4 pp.-cloth, only 2s. 6d.
London : Berger, Newcastle Street, and J. Burns ; 

or post-free of E. Casael, High St., Watford. Herts.

\  STROLOGY. — PROFESSOR W IL -
XX SON may be Consulted on the Events of Life, at 
103, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross. Personal Con
sultations only. Time of Birth required. Fee, 2s. 6d 

Attendance from 2 till 8 p.m.Instructions given.

ASTROLOGY THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.
m o  A L L  PERSONS W HO  REQUIRE
X  ADVICE upon all Matters of Life, Hr.nth. Sick- 
ui-3 . Gam or Friendship, L<vo, Marriage,
Trade. Office, and Employment, and the "  Funds,’ 
and all things proper in life—send Stamped Address 
for Prospectus and Terms, to "Blion," Pack-Horse, 
Huddersfield.
T )R 0F . J. S C IIO LFlELD , P hbf.no-
-L locust and. ilusMBiusi. North Pior, Blackpool.

VIST l’ O K S T O L 0  N D 0  N .~
V HOME FOll SPIRITUALISTS £ OT1IB1IS.— 

The oooifovi I of mi Hot I with tho privaoy ui Hqmo. 
Tostob Moderate. Near to Hyde Park, nud olow to 
Bail and Omnibuy to all parts of London.-^/, Powia 
Bquaro, JBayswater.



NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS,
OFFERED TO DEPOSITORS IN THE PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE PUBLICATION FUND

AT'COST PRICE.

N o w  r e a d y . P r ic e  5 s . ;  to D epositon's, s ix  copies, 21s. W ith  A p r i l  u H u m a n  N a t u r e 3s. 6d., post f r e e  4s.
The Arcana of Spiritualism : a Manual of Spiritual Science and Philosophy. By H udson T u t t l e . 450 pp.,

handsome cloth. This most comprehensive work has been thoroughly revised by the author. I t  is one of the most intellectual examples of 
spiritual literature, and presents a view of the subject contained in no other work. I t  explains the phenomena scientifically, and should be 
studied by Spiritualists. The Photograph of the Author is given on a finely-engraved Frontispiece.

R eco m m en d a tio n  b y  J u d g e  E d m on ds .
Ju d g e  Edmonds, in  a chapter of his “  Letters and Tracts on Spiritualism,” written shortly before his passing away, named four works 

lately published significant of the grand results he anticipated would flow from Spiritualism. Here are his words: “  The third work to which 
I  desire to direct attention is the ‘ Arcana of Spiritualism/ by Hudson Tuttle. This work is professedly that'of communing spirits. I t  is— 
a ll of i t—well worth the perusal, and particularly its seventeenth chapter, treating of ‘ The Spirit’s Home.’ ”

O p in io n  of  “  M.A. ( O x o n . ) ”  in  H um an N atu re  f o r  AniiL.
“  In  taking leave of the author, I  desire to express my conviction that his book is one which all Spiritualists may read with advantage, afcd 

from which even the most advanced may learn much. I t  would be an excellent text-book for societies to read at meetings gathered for mutual 
instruction. I  have always regretted that such meetings are not more widely held, that there is not an attempt to study the philosophy of the 
subject, more mutual counsel and interchange of thought among us. A suggestive work of this kind read aloud, and criticised by those who 
are capable of so doing, or commented on by those who can confirm and elucidate its statements from personal experience, would be extremely 
useful.”

P r ic e  3s. O ffered  to the P u rc h a s e rs  o f  u H u m a n  N a t u r e  ”  f o r  M a r c h  at 2s.

Oth.er World Ordor. By W i l l ia m  "Wh it e . A most useful and instructive work on Evil, the Devil, Hell, Heaven,
Judgment, Eternal Punishment, the Bible, and other theological questions, which are made clear and comprehensible.

I n  the P ress . P r ic e  2s . ;  to Im m e d ia te  Su b scrib ers, Is. Gd.

Leaves from My Life. By J. J. M ouse, with Photographs o f the Author and his Spirit-guide. The volume w i l l
contain an account of the Author’s development and career as a Medium, with many instructive illustrations and instances of Spirit Commu
nion. A  unique work on the Higher Phenomena. Also containing various select Orations delivered in the Trance. Handsome cloth.

P r i c e  5 s . ; to D e p o s ito rs , s ix  co p ies f o r  21 s. S p e c im e n  C o py w ith  “  H u m a n  N a t u r e f  35. Gd., post f r e e , 45.
Miracles and Modern Spiritualism. By A lf r e d  H. W a l l a c e , E.B.G-.S., E.Z.S., Author of Travels on the Amazon

and Rio Negro,” “  Palm Trees of tho Amazon,” “  The Malay Archipelago,”  &c., &c. Embracing—
I .—“ An Answer to the Arguments of Hume, Lecky, and others againBt Miracles.”

I I . — “  The Scientific Aspects of the Supernatural,”  much enlarged, and with an Appendix of Personal Evidence.
H I.—“ A Defence of Modern Spiritualism,” reprinted from the F o rtn ig h tly  Deview.

A  R e - is s u e  now r e a d y . P r i c e  5 s . ; to D ep o sito rs , f i v e  cop ies f o r  105. Gd. W ith  11 H u m a n  N a t u r e 25. Gd.

Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualism. By “William Ceookes, f.r.s., &c. 16 illustrations.
I .—“  Spiritualism Viewed by the Light of Modern Science,” and “  Experimental Investigations in Psychio Force.”

I I . — “ Psychic Force and Modern Spiritualism a Reply to the Q uarterly Review  and other Critics.
H I .—“  Notes on an Inquiry into the Phenomena called Spiritual during the Years 1870—1873.”

A  R e - is s u e  nozo r e a d y . P r i c e  35. Gd. ; to D e p o s ito rs , j o u r  cop ies f o r  105.
The Philosophy of Mesmerism and Electrical Psychology. Eighteen Lectures by D r. J o h n  B oyee  D ods,

including the Lecture on “  The Secret Revealed, so that all may know how to Experiment without an Instructor.
“  Mesmerism is a stepping stone to the study of Spiritualism.” —George W yld, M.D., in  his E viden ce  in  the Case o f  D r. S lad e  at R ow  Street. 

E n g lis h  E d it io n , com plete, 10s. Gd., p o st f r e e  ; to D ep ositors, th ree  copies f o r  a  G u in ea .
Modern American Spiritualism. A Twenty Years’ Record of the Communion of the Earth with the World of

Spirits. By E mma H ardinge-B ritten. This is an opportunity which should not be missed of obtaining this valuable work at a low price. 
C loth , 3s. G d.- to D e p o s ito rs , f o u r  co p ies f o r  6s. W ith  l< H u m a n  N a tu r e ,” 2s .

Letters and Tracts on Spiritualism. B y  J udoe E d m o nds . Memorial Edition, with Memoir and Passing Away
of the Author ; and Discourses of Theodore Parker and Judge Edmonds, through Mrs. T a r t a n .

H a n d so m e  Cloth. P r ic e  2s . Gd. T o  the R e a d e r s  o f iC H u m a n  N a tu r e  ”  Is. 9d.

Lectures on Mental S c ie n c e  according to the Philosophy of Phrenology. By Rev. G. S. W e a v e s . A New Edition, 
with Supplement, by J. B urns. An excellent work to place in the hands of the young.

N o iv  r e a d y . Secon d E d it io n , 2s. 6 d ., or f i v e  copies f o r  10s.
Will-Ability ; or Mind and its Varied Conditions and Capacities. By J oseph Hands, M.R.C.S. In handsome cloth

Second E d it io n , 2s. 6d ., o r  f i v e  cop ies fo r  10s.
Psychopathy 5 o r th e  T ru e  H e a lin g  A r t .  B y  J oseph A s h m a n . W ith  Photograph of the A u th o r, by  H udson, show ing 

halo of healing aura over his hands. In  ornamental cloth.
P a r t s  I .  to I V .  now  r e a d y , 2s. 6d. each. V o l. I . ,  p r ic e  10s, 6 d ., n e a rly  rea d y .

Anacalypsis: an Attempt to Draw Aside the Veil of the Saitie Isis ; or, An Inquiry into the Origin of Languages, 
Nations, and Religions. By G odfrey H iggins, Esq., F.S.A., F.R.Asiat.Soc., F.R Ast.Soc. (late of Skellow Grange, near Doncaster). This 
magnificent work has always been scarce, but iB now out of print. Copies in two huge volumes have sold freely at prices ranging from five to 
fifteen guineas. To be completed in 16 Parts.

A  Suitable P resent for a L ady, M arried or Single.
The Ideal Attained ; being the Story of Two Steadfast Souls, and How they Won their Happiness and Lost it Not.

By E liza W. Earnham, Author of “  Woman and her Era,” &c., &c. This work is the perfection of Love literature. Price 5s.

ORATIONS through the Mediumsliip o f  Mrs. C o r a  L. V. T a p p a n ; 
The Now Science—Spiritual Ethics—containing upwards of 50 
Orations and Poems. 720 pages, Full gilt, with photograph, 
10s. 6d.; handsome cloth, 7s. 6d.

EXPERIENCES IN S P IR IT U A L IS M : Records of Extra
ordinary Phenomena through tho most Powerful Mediums, with 
Photograph of the Author. By Catherine B erry. 3s. 6d.

THE CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. By H. T u t t l e . 
2s. 6d.

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM OF THE COMMITTEE OF
THE LONDON DIALECTICAL SOCIETY. 5s.

THE SEERS OF THE AGES, or Spiritualism Past and Present. 
By .1. M. Peebles. 5s.

CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM. By GehAim M assf.y . 2s

A N e w  B o o k  f o r  E v e r y b o d y .
Nov) ready, in  neat cloth, eighty pages, p ric e  Is.

H E A L T H  H I N T S ;
SHOWING HOW TO ACQUIRE AND RETAIN BODILY SYMMETRY, 

HEALTH, VIGOR, AND BEAUTY.
T a b l e  of  

chapter I.—Laws of Beauty 
chapter II.—Hereditary Transmission 
chapter III.—Air, Sunshine, Water, 

and Food
chapter IV.—Work und Rest 
chapter V.—Dress and Ornament 
chapter Vi.—The Hair & its Manage

ment
c h a p t e r  v i i . —Tho Skin and Com

plexion

INTENTS:  
apteb VIII.—The Mouth 
ipteb IX.—The Eyes, Ears,

Nose ,
A.PTER X.—The Neck, Hands,

Feet ,
\.pter XI.—Growth, Marks, 

that are Enemies of 
APTEB XII.—Cosmetics and per

fumery

and
and
&o„

London: James Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

L o n d o n : J. B u r n s , P r o g r e s s iv e  L i b r a r y  a n d  S p ir i t u a l  I n s t it u t io n , 15, S o u t h a m p t o n  Row, W.C.


