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Enitortal Lambles.

THE OLD YEAR OUT AND THE NEW YEAR IN
AT OLDHAM.

Goldsmith makes one of his heroes say in effect:—I am a
citizen of the world, and it matters not to me in which street I may
reside. Europe, Asia, Africa, or America—I am at home in them
all. Of Spiritualism we may speak in a similar manner:—We
belong to it fully and wholly, and in all places where its work is
going forward is our home and our duty. We saw the past year
enter on its course in Scotland and close in Lancashire, and during

that year our Rambles have been as wide as the terminal journeys'

indicate. We have geen more of proyincial Spiritualism in 1876
than we did in any former year, and let us say without reservation
that it has been marked by undeniable indications of progress and
‘consolidation everywhere. r0 y )

We plead guilty to an utter disregard of economic considerations
in our New Year trip. We had no business programme, profes-
sional engagement, social invitation, or guarantee of expenses. It
was a reckless and wilful abandonment to the free and festive spirit
of the season throughout. We had taken that journey many times at
the solicitation of friends and the call of duty, but on the occasion
in question we went solely to please our naughty selves, utterly
regardless of costs or consequences. For once we would dissi-
pate, act the free and unrestrained gentleman, with no professional,
commercial, or apostolic halter round bis neck. Thus resolved, we
started on our wild career, determined to malke a friendly call on
our Lancashire friends in their holiday festivities, and let home,
business, and friends shift for themselves.

But habit becomes second nature. 'Would it be possible, do you
think, kind reader, for a Spiritualist to miss the opportunity of doing
something for the Cause he loves so well ? Where would his
pleasure be if the most insatiable desire of his nature were left un-
gratified ? Thus reasoned we, and proceeded to look out for a
source of enjoyment in that direction. The meetings have been
rather flat of late in Oldham we had heard. What can we do to
warm up our old and well-tried friends in Oldham ? Write at
once and ask them to get up two meetings on the last day of the year
just gone, to be addressed by Dr. Monck and Mr. Burns; but if
there is not a likelihood of success, do not attempt it. Three days’
publicity was all that could be obtained ; not the kind of publicity
however which relies fotally on printers’ ink and bill-sticking, but
personal efforts urgently persisted in from the first hour to the last.

The London glarty left town on Saturday at 5 o’clack, and in due
course reached the surburban abode of Mr. C. Reimers, Manchester.
Dr. Monck had not arrived ; his point of departure was Bristol. As

the hour was getting late wé resolved to repair to our quarters, Di. |

Monclk arrived a fesv minutes after our departure, as we understood
afterwards, but we were kept in uncertainty till he appeardd on the
platform on Sunday afternoon.

On reaching Oldham on Sunday morning, we met Mr. Bur-
rell and his daughter from Burnley. The weather was dull, but
everyone was in high anticipations of good meetingge. The after-
noon gathering nearly filled the hall: it was very gratifying as an
afternoon meeting, and we do not know many places which could
supply a better,—all Spiritualists too. Tor be it known that the
Spiritualists of Oldham are a regular congregation, meeting weekly
in that neat, clean, and commodious Temperance Hall. Mr. Ker-
shaw says he thinks there must be 2,000 Spiritualists in the 100,000
or so of local population. This has all heen done in some four or

five years when Faster comes round, which is certainly a gratifying

fact in the history of the Movement.

In the absence of Mr. Oxley, Mr. T. Kershaw, the president of
the local society presided, and from his long and varied experience,
right well does he fill the chair. Mr. Burns was the Epeakér. He
opened his remarks by stating that he was at a loss to ‘explain his
presence there that day unless he told them ‘in & straightforvard
manner that he firmly helieved Dr. Monck to be an lonest and
injured man, and that no one who had gone into the Mmatter, and
had listened to Dr. Moncl’s voice on the subjeet, had ‘come to any
other conclusion. The lecture was a statenient of facts and argu-
ments on the present position of Spiifualism, and the motives
which actuate its enemies. The discourse was lstsned to with
marked attention. At the close Dr. Monck made a féw remarks,
stating that he would reserve his thoughts till the evening.

Punctual to the hour the hall was fitted to the doors in the
evening. Fveryfeature of the proceedings put on'its best appearance:
Mr. Kershaw again presided; Mr. Quarmby offered an ‘invoca-
tion: Mr, Burns read scripture; Miss Garsed presided @t the ‘bar-
moninm ; and the audience being supplied with hymn-papers, sang
as with one voice and one spirit. It was indeed & gond mesting,
and one to inspire any man. Truly everyone present wis *in-
spived,” relatively, for’ the same spirit of cordial wndnitoity per-
vaded all and gave invincible power to every utterance from the
platform. Dr. Monek's speech was a most elogquent and profound
discourse on “ Liberty,” & theme eminently adapteéd to the ocea-
sion. We give a report, which falls far short of hearing it from
the living lips. We wish Dr. Monck could repeat it daily, till
every community in Fngland listened to his words.

Dr. Monck's Orarion oN LIBERTY.

Liberty is every man’s birthright. It is the foundation and
fountain of all that is noble in & nation, or admirable in the indi-
vidual. The instinet of freedom beats in every man’s veins irre-
spective of the colour of his skin, the degree of his civilisation, or

the character of the social and political accidents of his surroundings.
Place a man on a desert island, and encompass him with every
luxury, yet he longs for liberty, and day after day finds him still
watching for the friendly sail that shall set him free. Immure a
man in a dungeon, load him with chains, allow him only the com-
monest food, sufficient to sustain life, afilict him with loneliness,
silence, and tortures, and he will sigh for liberty more than for
abundance of food, the sweets of human intercourse, or ease from
tormenting pains. Seat him on a throne and surround him with
all the sumptuous appointnrents of a royal court, yet if liberty be
denied him, he will pine beneath the weight 6f his ‘crown, and envy
the happiness of his humblest subject who, thotgh poor, yet is free.
Other passions may wear themselves out, 'or die for want of exercise,
but love of liberty holds on, like hoge, to the last link of life.

Liberty ! Orators have described it, in thoughts that breathe
and words that burn, to spell-bound multitudes who have erewhile
been stirred by their fervid utterances to rise in revolution and
cast off the despot’s chains for ever. .

Liberty ! Poets have dreamed of it, and moved the hearts of
peoples by setting their glowing visions in golden verse. Liberty !
Artists beholding its glories, have seized pencil and brush, and
catching the inspiration of the word have made themselves great
by limning its fascinating features on their canvas. Tiegislators
have wooed it with acts of Parliament, urged on by the voice of
the people, to give latwful expression to the poptlar wish and will.

Liberty ! Patriots have been inspired by it, and poured out their
heroie blood at its sacred shrine; and this day I hold up before
your eyes the invincible standard of liberty, and invite you to
range yourselves as true men and women beneath its folds. But
by liberty I do not mean Locke's definition, *that the idea of
liberty is the idea of power in any agent to do or forbear any
action, &e.;” nor Paley’s, *to do as we will;” nor Judge Black-
stone’s ¢ liberty, is the absolute and uncontrolled power of -doing
as one pleases;” nor the ordinary dictionary definition, such as
“exemption from restraint,” *independence,” and “a state in
which a person has the power of acting as he pleases.”

All these mean the same thing, not libarty, but absolute indepen-
dence, which is synonymous with licence, Absolute independence
must include independence of legal restraint and social opinion,
and if this be admitted, we throne tyranny in the place of liberty,
and open the floodgates to all evils, Teta man be free in this
sense, and he is free from all control, free to do right or wrong,
{ree to rob, slander, murder, without fearing the consequences of
his ill-doing. Such liberty means gocial disintegration, confusion,
and anarchy. It means the retrogression of civilisation, with all
its amenities, and the return of barbarism with all its horrore. The
experiment was tried in France during its terrible revolution of
the last century. Despotism drove the Gaul mad, and throwing
ofl ‘all restraint, he trampled on the laws, both good and bad, and
selécting a brazen strumpet from the streets, arrayed her in gaudy
robes, and _crowning her with the “red cap of lberty,” bowed the
Inee, and worshipped Ler as the “ goddess of reason.” Revenge,
bestiality, debauchery, and cruelty were the high priests of this
French deity, and ler worship was conducted with the wildest
orgies, and the most fiendish cruelties. Murder stalled rampant
through the streets of Paris, and her gutters ran with the blood of
murdered thousands, while the wailing of orphaned children, and
the ehrieks of widowed mothers, went up to Heaven in a voice
louder than the blood of righteous Abel, praying for vengeance on
the red-hended idolators; and had not Heaven mercifully heard
that prayer, all Ilurope would eoon have become a ' gigantic
shambles, reeking with the blood of the good and the innocent.

No, Sir,wve do not bid you woo such a monster as this though
misnamed libeérty. True liberty, which is every man's inalienable
birthright, isvational freedom guided and ruled by justice, truth, and
love. 1t comypreliends not only rights, but duties also. Heis no
{riend of liberty Who luuds the one while decrying the other. The
due and conseidntious per‘formance of our duties will ensure our
liberties. Rights wre justly forfeited when duties are ignored.
By perfornting our dutiés, we establish a claim to rights, not other-
wise. Avbitrary or cdpricions conduet is inconsistent with liberty,
Lvery man owes his siféty, pleasures, comforts, and enjoyments
to raeiety. Arts, sciences, and literature only minister to his
well-bping #s they are the result of the co-operation of society.
Every man {herafore owes to society the best returns he can malke
for these advantages which constitute the happiness of his life,
Whils he exacts hisTights, he is hound also to fulfil his obligations,
and these may be brieﬁy expressed in the words of the golden rule,
“Do unto others &@s you would that they should do unto you,”

Tlie independente and sovereignty of the individugl is limited
solely to thosp of his words and actions that directly or indirectly
ufféct no one beside himeelf. Mr. Mill terms theso ¢ self-regarding
actions,” end yightly affirms that they are not amenable to the laws
of sociefy, and, as he further asserts, “the sole end for which man-
kind ave warranted, individually or collectively, in interfering with
the liberty of/action of any of their number, is self~-protection. The
only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any
member of 2 civilised community against his will, is to prevent harm
to others.” O, as Buckle puts it, in his “ History of Civilisation,”—
“ The proper limit to self-indulgence (individual sovereignty) is,
that it shall neither hurt himmnor hurt others, Short of this every-
thing is lawful.” Now, in view of this indisputable principle, I
contend that Spiritualists ave wnjustly asseiled when the law is
strained in order to inflict penalties on them on account of their
opinions and practices, for these are purely self-regarding, and do

not injuriously affect society; indeed, it would be easy to proye that
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they are calculated, when clearly understood, to materially benefit
society. Our phenomena demonstrate as a fact what has hitherto
only existed as a misty belief, namely, the continued conscious
existence of the human spirit after death. Convince a man of this
beyond all doubt, and you bring him under the influence of a prin-
ciple that is potent to hinder him from the commission of those
crimes against which society legislates, and prompt him to the
performance of those duties which it exacts, and on which its
cohesion, harmony, and well-being depend. You plant in his
mind a power which restrains him from vice, and mightily
propels him in the path of virtue, assured of the reality of a
future state, wherein, according to the teachings of Spiritualism
and reason, he will reap as he has sown, he will strive to
subdue the ill, and cultivate to the utmost the good that is in
him. Thus Spiritualism tends to make a man a better son, hus-
band, father, master, servant, and consequently a better citizen. I
boldly affirm that this is the well-known and legitimate issue of
our principles and practices, and I have yet to meet the man who
can prove the contrary. This being so, I demand in what way are
we amenable to the law? How can we be justly exposed to its
penalties, when we are the friends of society? e owe this ano-
malous state of thing to materialistic and religious ignorance, pre-
judice, and bigotry. Materialism and theology have for centuries
been at variance, but, seeing that Spiritualism threatens the errors
of both alike, they have become reconciled for the purposes of
aggression. Pilate and Herod—theology and materialism—forget
their ancient feud, and embrace one another, joining in an unholy
compact to crucify the Truth, as, nineteen centuries ago, they com-
bined their forces to crucify Him who suid,_“ I am the Truth.”
And yet the cardinal principle of Protestantism (opposed to its
© practices!) is, “that every man shall be free to form his own
opinions.” . ! g d
The Roman church prohibited mankind from exercising its
judgment, and imposed its own instead. Protestants broke from
the bondage, WitE a shout of “Liberty of thought ! Liberty of
conscience ! ¥ and ever since they have been illustrating their
“ principle,” by persecuting all who diﬂ'?r with them. Orthodoxy
menns their doxy,” and heterodoxy is any “doxy” that does
not harmonize with their own. TFor my part I say, it T must have
a Pope to dominate my intellect, let me have a respectable one ;
commend me to the Pope of Rome, rather than to the thousand-
and-one petty popes that overrun Protestantism.

Three centuries ago & solitary man grappled with Rome and
claimed liberty of conscience for the people. TLuther, that man of
massive intellect and heroic mould, lifted the standard of revolt,
nailed the Pope’s bulls to the church doors, and, defying the Vati-
can, raised his stentorian voice and preached liberty of thought
all over a continent, The tide of mental and religious revolution
rolled on until all Glermany was in a blaze and the beacon fires of
liberty flared on every hill-t.op- Ere long, the revolution set
towards England, and, like a tidal wave, it reached our shores, and
rolled irresistibly over the land. Allegiance to Rome was disowned,
priesteraft dethroned, and mental fresdom proclaimed from the
palace, the senate, and the myriad pulpits of England, but the les-
son of intolerance clung to the “ emancipated,” and their freedom
was but short-lived. The power once wrested from the hands of
Rome, it was quickly wielded by English hands, and forthwith
legal ennctments and penalties were fiercely leyelled and enforced
against those who dared to exercise their newly bestowed
3 hbfﬂl‘ty of consecience ” by differing from the sentiments of the
dominant croed and sect. - The Rowman engines of torture were
brought.; to play on the ‘“heretics,” and tho fires of persecution
blazed in every part of the country. Scarcely a town was without
its Inquisition and its auio da fé.

Another Reformation was the result. They who are known as
the “ Pilgrim Fathers” sailed from the delectable home of Pro-
testant liberty in England, and one would have thought they
carried the ark of liberty with them. But no sooner were they
established in their new home amid the prairies and forests of
America, than, feeling the intoxication of power, they,too, unsheathed
the sword of intolerance, and, emulating the persecutors from whom
they had fled, shamed the very savages around them by falling upon
their fellow exiles and butchering them in frue Romish (and Pro-
testant) fashion, till America became a veritable Smithfield on a
larfer seale s and from that day in the New World, as in the Old,
Religious Intolerance, lacking someshat of the power, but none of
the will of its earlier history, has mercilessly pursued with anathe-
mas and penalties all who have dared to claim that birthright of
every rational being—Iliberty of conscience! At this day, not only
England, but all Christendom is an arena where religious gladiators
quarrel over the cross of the gentle Nazarene, and meet in fierce
polemical strife, and in the absence of the power to use fire and
faggot, excommunicate one another here, and consign ona another
to perdition hereafter, because of ill-fitting creeds that were made
by man and never owned by God.

Sir, religious bigotry is responsible for most of the blood that
has drenched our fair earth. It has oviginated most of the wars
that history blushes to record. It is even now desecrating the
eross by emblazoning it on the banners of blood-thirsty Musco-
vite hosts, who are bent on the mmssacra or suppression of the
Turks, not because they are Turks, or political offenders, so much
as becanse they are Mohammedans in creed, and therefora distaste~
ful to the Greek church and its supporters, Religious intolerance
has kindled all the fires of martyrdom thm_: have scorched the
vitals and retarded the development of hwmanity. 1t onee piled the
faggots and mercilessly applied the torch in the name of the All-

merciful (shameful blasphemy!) in many a religious shamble,
including our own historic Smithfield, where, for love of truth
and clear conscience, brave men and tender women of heroic
souls were despatched to the spirit-world in chariots of fire,
amid the brutal execrations of “pious” (!) men who claimed
Him as their authority who said to the humbled adultress (not

“ Away with you to the flames!” but) “Neither do I condemn
thee. Go and sin no more.”

And this tiger-spirit of persecution yet exists, breathing out—
Saul-like—threatenings and slaughter against the professors of the
religion of Spiritualism. It assaults you in your seances, and reli-
gious assemblies, and industriously disinters obsolete laws to consign
you and your loved children and wives, and your otheér gifted
mediums to the ignominy of a felon’s doom. It aims at the entire
suppression of your liberty of thought, opinion, speech and action,
although neither directly nor indirectly do these threaten the inter-
ests of society. It designs a return to the Middle Ages, with their
penal enactments, tortuves, and cruel massacres of the innocents.
It shouts, “ The Millennium ! The Millennium is at hand !” and then,
forsooth, heralds the imagined approach of that fraternal and
pacific age with an array of summonses, warrants, and penalties
for the professors of a purer religion than its own. It preaches
the gospel of peace and love with hollow insincerity, and, holding
the cross in one hand, it grasps prison keys with the other, and in-
vades the sanctity of your homes and liberties, dragging you to
police cells and indignities as readily as it would hale you to the
stake if it dared. From the first, the churches have met Spiri-
tualism with ignorant ineredulity, contempt, falsehood and scorn,
hoping that under such treatment the young Cause would die—
forgetting that the “immortal” can never die—forgetting that like
the infant Hercules the young Uause can easily put forth the power
of its truth and strangle the serpents that encompass it and with
hissing execrations threaten it with slimy death.

The churches with their materialistic allies have long dogged
the steps of your mediums, especially of those who have come forth
from their folds and relinquished the shepherd's crook for the
pilgrim staff of spiritual truth. I say they have compassed their
paths with deceit and treachery, and striven to darken their lives
and wither their reputation with baseless calumnies. But déspite
all this manceuyring your mediums have steadily refused to be
seduced by the golden tongue of bribery, or turmed aside by the
fire-winged words of intimidation from the highway of duty. The
conduct of the religionists has resulted in the very thing that they
deprecated, for the truth has invaded the churches, so that to-day
there is. scarcely one of them in this bigoted land which has not
among its members some who are secret disciples or open be-
lievers in Spiritualism. In some instances these brave men have'
had to face persecution of the worst kind, and haye been expelled
by their' scofting *“ brethren” from their societies, and pursued by
religious prejudice, even into private and business life, until ruin
has stared them in the face. Others, being too rich and influential
to be thus summarily ejected and hunted down, have remained in
their midst, exercising 8 salutary influence on the deluded victims
of orthodoxy. Worsted in the arena of truth by arguments and
facts, these religionists bave “plotted ” the destruction of the Cause
by the downfall of its med_lums. They have called in the police to
enforce’ their” gospel of intolerance, and He who addressed to
a violent disciple the stern rebuke, “Put up thy sword, for
they who live }IIJ_V the sword sghall perish by the sword,"—I say
even He who uttered those words and preached of love, forgiveness,
and freedom of thought an(} conscience—even Heis clnin.md as their
supreme Lord giving sanctionin these latter daysto their doetrines
and deeds of uncharity and injustice. But if He whom they
address as “Lord " has not entirely forsaken their insincere shrines
and written Zchabod on their crumbling temple walls, T am sure
it is only because He is far more forbearing and charitable than
those who call themselves his disciples. T tell you, Sirs, the Lord
of the harvest has called for fresh reapers, and in response to the
heavenly summons spirit-mediums, and Spiritualists generally, have
come to the front, crying, “ Tlere we are—send us!” We have
received our commission from above, and in the name of eternal,
invineible truth will we “set up our banners.” For once I don
the prophet’s mantle and predict that neither materialistic nor
religious antagonism, nor police-court strategies, shall ever pull
down one of those banners. Let us to “ourselves be true " and it
can make no difference to onr Cause who else may be false. Only
traitors in the camp can work mischief. - They may open the gates
and secretly introduce the foe, but whenever these unworthy stra-
tagems have been resorted to, they have invariably ended in the
discovery of the dissemblers and the discomfiture of those whom
they served. It is a clear gain to Spiritualism when a hypoorite
is detected and drummed out of the ranks. Only those who, in-
fluenced by some selfish inferior motive, have erept into our fold,
and for a brief time blinded us as to their true character, only
those who hy false pretences haye gained our confidence, can
ever prove traitors. The Spivitualist from conviction is always a
true man, and would elect to die at the stake rather than betray,
disown, or otherwise disgrace the cause he loves. No movement
ever had fewer traitors in proportion to the numbers of its dis-
ciples than Spiritualism, Perhaps the reason is, that Spiritualists
generally ave too wide-awake to be ensily deceived by the vencer
ot hypocrisy, and it may be (as in some instances we know it has
hegn that the men who, as dissemblers and masked adversaries,
gein admission to our seances, ave frequently overtaken by convie-
tion and made Spiritualists in spite of themselyes, Anyhow, if
spirit-mediums are tricksters, I want to know how it is that they
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choose a life of constant exposure to suspicion and pecuniary need,
when they must know—if they are tricksters—that by carrying
their tricks to the conjurer’s market they would make a handsome
jncome and live at their ease. Show me a medium who is a
trickster, or who, to save himself, declares genuine mediums to be
“impostors,” or “kneels” as a suppliant for mercy at the feet of
any man, hoping merely to escape persecution by falsely admitting
that to be trickery which he knows to be genuine, and I will
show you a man who is a traitor, whom the strongest epithet in
the vocabulary of virtuous indignation is too wealk to characterise,
a scoundrel on whom every honest man should spit with con-
tempt and utter loathing ; and if you were to ask me to say as in the
sight of God, who searches all hearts and will in eternity bring
us into judgment for the ill deeds done in the flesh, whether [
know of a medium who has committed these foul crimes, I would
lay my hand on my heart and say, “No, so help me God!”

A traitor! why, what would you say of the soldier of English
birth, but un-English nature, who, surrounded by his brave com-
rades in the beleaguered fortress, secretly opened the gates and
admitted the foe to the heart of the stronghold to haul down the
flag of old England and slaughter its betrayed defenders. Were
such a man but named in your presence, I can imagine how your
British patriotism would foam at mouth with indignation, and make
the welkin ring again with the thundering shout of # Traitor !" and
history, catching that word, would impale the villain on its sharpest
words, hang him in everlasting chains on its shuddering page, and
endow him with an immortality of shame in its imperishable
gibbet. But what shall I say of the man who for unholy greed or
coward fear consents to malign and blaspheme that highest form of
divine truth called Spiritualism ? Humanity should refuse to own
the monster, and Heaven bar its gates against his entrance for
evermore, while the very devils might well refuse to herd swith him.

But to return to our subject. We showed that to religious
bigotry the world owes nearly all the blood that has been spilt in
battle, and the myriad martyrdoms that have blotted the pages of
its history; and as in the early age of Christianity, Constantine
made it the state religion, and arrayed all the forces of semi-heathen
despotic laws against all who dissented from its dogmas, so now
the government of this free (?) country is said to have joined in the
hue and cry raised against that magnificent medium, Dr. Slade.
Backed by the nation’s purse, the Treasury is asked to prosecute the
men and women who are, as the salt of the land, preserving it from
the corruption begotten of materialism and a rotten theology. ‘The
authority of our gracious Queen is invoked to punish, with all the
rigours of obsolete laws (the outgrowths of the fears of a super-
stitious age) the very principles that are held, and the very
practices that have the high sanction of her Majesty’s own private
example. Surely what is right for our Sovereign is equally so for
her Joyal subjects. If the fountain of English law believes in
gpurit-intercourse and holds spirit-seances, how can it be a crime
in us to do the same? If my words could echo in the royal
palace, I would say to our beloved Queen: *In the name of Truth,
and of Albert the Good, that kingly soul with whom you are
reputed to hold frequent communion, I petition your Majesty not
to endorse with your royal sanction an act that will condemn in the
subject what is rightly held to be sacred by their Queen.”

I call on all true Englishmen to forget for the moment that our
zsms differ, and to remember only that we are persecuted because
we tenaciously hold the great doctrine so dear to every Briton’s
heart that every man shall be absolutely free to think for himself,
without molestation from church, or state, or any other power,
provided his opinions do not trespass on the liberty of society. I
call on them to join us as fellow-subjects in demanding that we
shall not be exposed to persecution and legal penalties because of
our religion.

This s a religious persecution. We do not utter the Shibboleth
of the popular creeds: hencs we are arrested and punished, not for
trickery nor for any other crime, but for simply Nonconformity.
Reflect, sirs, that the same hand that smites us may on the same
principle smite any other relizious sect that differs from the
dominant one. It is to your interest as much as ours, to resist by
all lawful means this attempt to curtail the liberties of the subject.
A common danger threatens us; and as in time of national peril,
political differences are laid aside, and all parties stand shoulder to
shoulder, a solid phalanx to oppose a bolg united front to the foe,
8o should the members of all religious hodies unite with us to face
the persecution that threatens the liberties of one and all. Let us
claim as our indisputable right that liberty of opinion which we
all inherit from our forefathers, who purchased it with their suffer-
inge and handed it down to us & sacred heirloom sealed with their
heroic blood. Ietus demand immunity from that despotism, of
which Dryden sings:—

 Of all the tyrannies of human kind,
The worst is that which persecutes the mind ;
For, spite of man’s consent or man’s decree,
A right to life is right to liberty.”

Phe law thet is pressed into the service of our persecutors was
never intended for us, it having been made for ¢ gipsies” long be-
fore Modern Spiritualism was heard of. © We have means of know-
ing that large numbers of legal men well able to form an opinion
have affirraed that this law cannot he made to apply to us, with-
ouf being strained and distorted for the purpose. I am glad to say
that many memhers of Parliament endorse this opinion, and one of
them-—a lover of justice, though not a Spiritualist—has recently
promised to bring the matter before the House with a view of pro-
tecting us against its abuse, 1 am confident his motion will meet

with a larger amount of support than will be pleasing to our perse-
cutors, However strong the prejudices of the Iinglish people may
be, I am sure that when the matter is fairly laid before them in
all its bearings, their love of liberty will come to the front,
and they will demand fair play for us. We Spiritualists, and I
will add—if one may speak for all—we mediums, are not dismayed
by the prospect of a prison. We do not shrink from the ordeal,
but rather consider it an honourable distinction, for we know that
it would be suffering for the sake of truth, and not for lawless con-
duct. Unjust penalties will not deter us from doing our duty, and
claiming our rights. Suffering will but increase our zeal instead
of diminishing it. Our forefathers suffered long and patiently, and
Poure(l out their blood like water in that struggle for liberty which
asted for generations, and was finally crowned with victory.
‘When one of our kings attempted to play the tyrant and trample
on the rights of his subjects, the peop?e rose up and gave him the
choice of losing his throne, or guaranteeing them their rights. e
prudently chose the latter alternative, and signed Magna Charta,
wlhiich the resolute barons handed him on the points of their swords.
Later on, when Charles the First sought to cut off the liberties of
the people, and make his own will absolute and supreme, his
subjects manifested a strong distaste of the operation, and cut
off his head to secure their rights. Then arose & man of the peoplo
of whom all Englishmen are proud—a man who loved justice and
liberty, and spoke his mind in a frank John Bull fashion, which
could not be mistaken ; a man who consolidated and cemented the
liberties which the nation had so dearly bought; a man who by
his honest, fearless policy made Ingland contented at home and
respected abroad; a man whose statue our sentors, to their ever-
lasting dishonour, refuse a niche in the Parliament-house among
the kings of England ; a man who refused the English crown, and
yet was the greatest, noblest, unthroned king that the world ever
knew. That man was honest, liberty-loving Oliver Cromwell. When
he heard that his fellow-Protestants were being massacred by a
popish royal butcher on the continent, his indignation waxed

‘strong, and he sent a peremptory message to the tyrant, insisting

that he should stay his hand or England would send her army to
git down before the walls of his capital to Jnow the reason why.
The crowned murderer obeyed the summons, not desiring a closer
acquaintance with the plain-spoken Oliver, and no more martyrs’
bones were left to wither ““ on the Alpine mountains cold.” {Ve
love the memory of the man, and I do not wonder that the mere
mention of his name elicits the applause of ‘this audience, because
Oliver Cromwell was so staunch a friend of the liberty you love
s0 well.

A few years ago another son of freedom flashed on the world,
and by daring prowess won for himself an oppressed nation’s
gratitude, when he worsted Austria and the Pope, plucking from
their grasp the sceptre of Italy’s rights, and restoring to the
Italians the liberty that they had not tasted for a thousand years.
When the hero visited this country a few years since all London
took holiday dnd turned out to greet him, and accorded him a
triumphal procession through the erowded streets of the metropolis.
Englishmen saw in Garibaldi a representative of that liberty which
is so dear to their hearts,

We have liberty in commerce. After a prolonged and arduous
struggle with our rulers we achieved the victory of *free trade,”
words that will ever be associated alike with the greatness of this
country and the honoured names of the men who fought its
battles—men whose names are as familiar to us as household words,
whose deeds are embalmed imperishably in the memory of a
grateful country, and whose fame is perpetuated on the historic
page as well as in enduring marble. TFree trade has made England
the world’s emporium, the manufactory of the nations, the hive
of civilisation. Our mercantile fleets are on every sea, and crowd
every foreign harhour, Free trade has given work to millions of
willing hands, and food to as many hungry mouths. It has done
much to make Ingland industrious, prosperous, and wealthy.

Then our love of liberty was made manifest years ago, when
England decreed that slavery should cease throughout the el'llpil‘e.
To a man the nation cheerfully taxed itself to raise those millions
of pounds which were to set her hondmen free. Now it is our
boast that a slave cannot breathe on Iinglish soil, and our example
has heen nobly imitated in America and Russia, whero slavery is

now unknown; but the great work of emancipation has only
commenced.

When the King of Israel returned home from a war from which
!m_was_dmnesy directed to bring back no spoil, he disobeyed the
injunction, and brought with him vast #ocks and herds. The
E}-nphqt-medium Samuel met the returning conqueror, &nd raising

is voice above the ringing plaudits of an excited populace, he de-
manded of the King, “ What meaneth this bleating of sheep that
I hear?” So I may say to Ingland to-day, What meaneth this
gound of revelry, this scene of drunken debauchery, in the land ?
Negro slavery has slain its thousands, but the slavery of the wine-
bottle and heer-jug its tens of thousands. All hail! to the men of
every creed who join hands in the noble Temperance Crusade, to
breale the fetters of this tervible slavery from the souls of men.
What meaneth this elavery of ignorance? Mental blindness pre-
vails, and vice and crime follow hard at ite heels. But the Tdu-
cation Act is fighting this battle of intellectual liberty, and would
do so more effectually but for the wranglings of xival sects, whase
mutual jealousy makes them quarrel over the question of “a Bible
or no Bible" in the schools of the nation.

But with all the liberties we enjoy we do not possess full liberty
of opinion. Penalties for the expression of opinion are still on our
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statute book. “In the year 1857, at the Summer Assizes of the
County of Cornwall, an unfortunate man (named Thomas Pooley),
said to be of unexceptionable conduct in all relations of life, was
sentenced to twenty-one month’s imprisonment for uttering, and
writing on a gate, some offensive words against Christianity.
Within a month of the same time, at the Old Bailey, two
persons (George Jacob Holyoake and IEdward Truelove) on two
separate occasions were rejected as jurymen, and one of them
grossly insulted by the judge and by one of the counsel, be-
cause they honestly declared that they had no theological be-
lief. And a third, a foreigner (Baron de Gleichen), for the same
reason, at Marlborough Street Police Court, was denied justice
against a thief.” This refusal of redress took place in virtue
of the legal doctrine that no person can be allowed to give
evidence In a court of justice who does mnot profess belief
in a God (any god is sufficient) and in a future state; which
is equivalent to declaring such persons to be outlaws, excluded
from the protection of the tribunals, who may not only be robbed
or assaulted with impunity, if no one but themselves, or persons of
similar opinions, be present; but anyone may be robbed or
assaulted with impunity, if the proof of the fact depends on their
evidence. Under pretence that atheists must be liars, this rule
admits the testimony of all atheists who are willing to lie, and
rejects only those who brave the obloquy of publicly confessing a
detested creed rather than affirm a falsehood. A rule thus self-
convicted of absurdity, so far as regards its professed purpose, can
be kept in force only as a badge of hatred, a relic of persecution ;
a persecution, too, having the peculiarity that the qualification for
undergoing it, is the being clearly proved not to deserve it. The
rule and the theory it implies, are hardly less insulting to believers
than to infidels; for, if he who does not believe in a future state
necessarily lies, it follows that they who do believe are only pre-
vented from lying by the fear of hell.”

If the recent convictions obtained against spirit-mediums are
sustained, then all will understand that the law declares spiritual
phenomena to be the tricks of conjurers. To evade the penalty of
this law, it will be only necessary for spirit-mediums to declare
(though they never will) that the phenomena which they know to
be due to spirit-agency are not so, but the result of legerdemain.
The law thus forces them to be immoral, or else inflicts an injus-
tice by punishing them for speaking the truth when they afiirm
they are spirit-phenomena. If they should lie, then they will
escape the legal penalty, and this will be an insult and injustice to
all truthful men, because it places liars on the same footing with
themselves, granting to the liars the same immunity as to the truth-
spealers. This would be to encourage vice at the expense of virtue,
for if the medium lies he will be treated asif he had sg)oken the truth,
and when the truthful man speaks the truth he will be treated no
better than the liar. Again, suppose that a medium holds twenty
seances at which precisely the same phenomena are witnessed, and
suppose that the nineteen persons who attended that number of
seances swore that no trick was practised, but the person who
attended the twentieth and precisely similar seance, sworve that the
phenomena were tricks, the medium would be amenable to the lay
for assumed trickery at that twentieth seance. This would involve
the inference that the nineteen persons had committed perjury,
and that their.evidence was not worth a straw, just because they
honestly swore that no trick was performed, which would be a
monstrous absurdity and injustice.

The existence of such unjust laws against opinions and actions
that are purely self-regarding and innocent are calculated to bring
law into general contempt. They fully illustrate the reply which
one well acquainted with law once gave to the question,  What is
this boasted ISnglish law, which, as we have been told for ages,
renders us the envy and admiration of surrounding nations?” The
veply was :—* The substantive part of it, whether as written in
hooks, or expounded by judges, a chaos, fathomless and boundless ;
the huge nnc}; monstrous mass being made up of fiction, tautology,
technicality, circuity, irregularity, and inconsistency : the adminis-
trative part of it, a system of exquisitely contrived chicanery; a
system made up of abuses; a system which constantly places the
interest of the judicial minister in opposition to his duty, that in
the very proportion in which it serves his ends, it defeats the ends
of justice; a system of self-authorised and unpunishable depreda-
tion; a system which encourages mendacity, hoth by reward and
punishment ; a system which puts fresh arms into the hands of the
injurer, to annoy and distress the injured; in a word,a system
which maximises delay, sale, and denial of justice.”

Let liberty-loving people see to it that every lawful effort is
made to expunge from t}xe statute-bools the laws to which this
seathing description applies, and we shall hear no more of the
prosecution of mediums becanso they are too truthful to term that
imposture which they know, and ave ready to swear, i spiritual,

Oldham people are not demonstrative. Though radical to the
core, they do not go into ecstasies even over their most favourite
theories. Be it remembered also that the day was Sunday. The
close of the proceedings was however something of an ovation.
The hall had to be cleared for the temperance meeting which was
to follow, or the exercises might have been very much prolonged.
Mr. Burns's closing remarks were to the eftect that the charges
attributed to mediums were technically that they professed to pro-
duce spiritual manifestations. Any rogue could trick and cheat as
much as he pleased, and take any quantity of money out of the
pockets of the people if he only said it was conjuring ; but let him
be an honest man, and & medium, and be prepared to demonstrate

that the phenomena were not tricks, but were of a spiritual kind,
and then he was “a rogue and vagabond under the Act.” This
was the real point. It dictated to the intellect of the nineteenth
century, and gave a policeman the power to say whether spirits
could manifest or not. It took the IEnglishman by the collar, and
said to him, “If you take honourable steps to search into this mat-
ter you will be persecuted by policemen and their spies.” This
spirit of persecution did not only seek to obstruct the intellect inits
search for fruth but to set a very narrow and clearly-defined limit
to the liberty of the subject. The question was not a personal one
in respect to Dr. Monck ; it was much larger : it affected all, and
would have to be grappled with by every lover of truth and liberty.
The power of popery in its palmy days never more flagrantly
interfered with the progress of truth, or the inherent rights of
private judgment and personal research. Dr. Monck had been
“ found guilty under the Act;” but pray what had he been found
guilty of ? Iveryone was at liberty to guess,as no light had been
thrown on that important matter. Was it because he cheated?
No, or why appeal ? Cheats have not that resource left them. The
evidence does not sustain that finding, or the decision would have
been explicit, No; the ground of appeal is whether a medium, be
he never so genuine, is on a level witﬁ the wandering fortune-teller,
and whether the nobles, members of parliament, professors, and
learned persons, and some unlearned, so-called Spiritualists, are to
be protected with the paternal laws framed for the benefit of
ignorant seamstresses and maids-of-all-work. Inshort, it is whether
an Englishman has a right to investigate Spiritualism and employ
the necessary assistance to do so effectually. The question was
therefore of the widest possible kind, and upon it would, in the
immediate future, be fought the battle of English independence, and
personal liberty.

The remarks by Mr. Burns were cut short by the lapse of time,
so an appeal was made for funds to defend, not Dr. Monck, but
Tinglish liberty through his person. The response was good. The
committee gave the hall free, and after advertising, printing, and
bill-posting were paid, there was the sum of £1 16s. 10d. clear to
carry to the Defence Fund.

Both meetings were also seances. As Mr. Burns went on with
his lecture, the spirit-friends of Dr. Monck made a running com-
mentary of raps, which were heard all over the hall. This phe-
nomenon gave great satisfaction. At the close of the evening lecture
Dr. Monck stood up quite motionless, and loud raps were heard by
all, and so that it could be seen Dr. Monck took no part therein.
We must state the significant fact that there was not the faintest
murmur of onositiou to aught that was said, or to Dr. Monck
personally. No questions were asked, doubts expressed, or criti-
cisms offered. Indeed, had there been an enemy in that meeting
manifesting the desire to disturb it or insult the platform, he would
have been an object of pity from the forcible treatment with which
he would have been assailed.

‘We cannot conclude without expressing our decided opinion that
these Oldham meetings mark one of the most important epochs in
the history of English liberty. Through that meeting, the Eng-
lish people have given a mighty decision, for we must remember—
all must remember—that public opinion is more powerful than the
intrigues of materilalists or the opposition of a hired executive. Weo
repeat that this question of interference has been submitted to a
public meeting of Englishmen, which was announced as a meeting to
hear a statement from Dr. Monck, ¢ a persecuted medium ;” and
that meeting has unanimously decided on behalf of liberty, and
suliscribed generously for the prosecution of the work of securing it.

After much hand-shaking and congratulatory remarks, the au-
dience reluctantly left the hall. Dr. Monck retired with a few friends
to the bouse of Mr. Smith, where a pleasant hour was spent.
Every objection to Dr. Monclk was removed from the minds of all.

Oldham people are highly pleased with the results of their
meetings, They have been a grand success in many ways, and
have not only decided an important point in the opinion of the
public, but done much to promote, for the time, the onward march
of the Cause in the locality.

Thus we finished 1876. A year of trials, ending in the promise
of vietory,—mnot victory for Dr. Monck or Dr, Slade alone, but a
triumph for truth, liberty of conscience, and social freedom. Let
all humanity unite with Spiritualists in fighting the battles of the
race.

What a curious—a painful mixture of contradictions is the
human family ! When the lovers of order have wearied them-
selves in thenr work, and retired to rest, an opposite faction takes
delight in disorder and disturbance. Thousands of Lancashire
clogs had determined to clatter the Old Year outand the New Year
in, and their monotonous bickerwas endless through the weary hours,
This could scarcely be called an*annuvyance, had these same clogs
not been tenanted by wearers, much more discordant in their sounds
than the wooden hoofs which they wore. At seven o'clock we wera
on the street again in the driving rain, and met Dr. Monck and
friends at Mumps station. ¢ A happy New Year to you;” a queer
way of being “ happy” then, breakfastless, shivering in the soaking
drizzle. But why repine? We don't repine; we camo out for
the fun of the thing—puro enjoyment, and the glorious work of
the yesterday was ample compensation for the discomlort of that
aqueous and splashy New Year's morning.

How Wz Seext Nrw Yrar's DaAv,

A telogram received on Sunday, in addition to the words of Mr.
Burrell, intimated that Mrs. Brown, of Burnley, was in a dangerous
state, and that we were to visit herif possible. This was the
cause of oux early outing on New Yew’s morning, We had to
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find our way to Manchester, round by Burnley. A six miles ride
took us to Rochdale, where we had to wait an hour for a train
going forward. The tedium was somewhat shortened by the en-
joyment of breakfast. On again to Todmorden, where we had to
change trains, reaching Burnley at ten o’clock.  We found Mrs.
Brown in a very low state, having passed through a painful crisis;
Dr. Brown, was almost worn out with anxiety and watching.
\¥ks could have enjoyed bed that morning, with valued friends so
needul of sympathy and a renewal of influences? Soun, nngel-
friends manifested themselves; Dr. Monck operated on the

atient, and it was given for all to know that hope shed its

right rays over the uncomplaining sufferer. What & pleasure and
blessing it is to thus spend a New Year's morning. We came out
to enjoy ourselves—another fulfilment of our anticipations.

‘We were glad to hear of the onward march of the work of
progress in Burnley. Dr. Brown's wonderful mediumship, our
columns have reported of late. We were struck with the fidelity
of these reports. As we stood in that back parlour, we fully realised
the importance of the phenomena recorded, and the impossibility
of their being due to any other cause than that of true mediumship.

We had to hwiry away to catch the noonday train to Manchester.
‘What & scene of drunkenness and degradation the passengers for
the most part presented. There was an euphonium-player so
drunk that he could not carry his huge instrument. He had to
return home prematurely, having filled himself so full that he
could not fulﬁxi his engagement. At Accrington we renewed the
acquaintance of an intelligent Swedenborgian gentleman. In the
same carriage was seated a highly intelligent man who from con-
versation we found to be an overseer in one of the, spinning-mills;
he also proved to be an earnest Swedenborgian, and was soon
in deep conversation with the gentleman to whom we have alluded.
The * conditions ” were beautiful, and the corner of the compart-
ment was soon a spirit-circle in full operation. “Samuel,” Dr.
Monck's guide, made raps so as to be heard by all, above the noise
of the train, and these raps did not oceur under the seat occupied
by the medium, but under the two Swedenborgians, who sat oppo-
site to us. The spirit was intelligent as well as sonorous, and in-
terposed his affirmatives and negatives into our conversation,

The scene was changed. We reached Bury, where the remainder
of the compartment became crowded by an odd lot of people, the
most prominent of whom were a drunken maniac and his friends.
What a transformation in the “ conditions.” The happy feeling
was overcome by that of an opposite influence. The mind did not
feel free to think as it had done a few minutes before ; the spirit-
raps were heard no longer, and from heaven the little party seems
transported to the vicinity of the infernal regions. The spiritual
minded and moral Swedenborgians gave free scope to inspiration
and spirit-power ; but these availed not when overpowered by the

ignorance, filth, and degradation which became added thereto.
‘What a practical lesson to seance-holders. What avails the power
of the medium or the lucidity of the inspiration, unless there are
the conditionsin which they can manifest themselves ? Sit down to
a soance in & nest of unclean birds, and ten to one but you will be
supposed to have committed yourself in some way before you take

your leave. “Xyil communications corrupt good manners,” says
the old medium Paul.

Tae LaNcasamre CoymMrTTEER'S SOREE AT MANCHESTER.

When we reached the Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street,
Manchester, we found everyone in a state of activity. The tables
had been placed, decorations were displayed, and in a lower room
was u bevy of smiling ladies, with white aprons and tucked-up
sleeves, cutting eake and other good things for the guests, who
had commenced to arrive. There was the president, My, Johnson,
and Mrs. Johnson, Miss Gerbett, Mr., Mrs,, and Miss A. Hall, Mr.
and Mrs. Chiswell, Mv. and Mrs. Dawson, and many more, whose
names werse unknown to us, all at it, and as happy and smiling as
if it had been over their own domestic tea-tray. It was ¢ theirs.” Tt
was domestic. It was a family gathering of Spiritualists, and all
present enjoyed themselves as if they had regarded it as such.

The Spiritualists in the Lancashire District seem to bs in an offi-
cient state of organisation. Ounly the week before a similargathering
had taken place at Oldham, as reported in another colunmn. The
Manchester party was not called together by ordinary power of
Rg)clmnn.timl, but by earnest individual efforts. The president,

iss Garbett, and a few others, had worked with a will and to a
purpose alsc. As an instance, let us observe that more than one
party had tickets for sale at Oldham, from which we provided
ourselves with the necessary bit of cardboard. These tickets were
brought prominently before the meetings, and, as a consequence,
the “Owdham™ folks formed quite a respactable contingent, enough
to make a meeting of itself. Dr. Brown, of Burnley, had also received
an autograph letter from Miss Garbett, inviting him to be present,
and, ag we insisted on it that the change would do him good, he
left his sick charge for a few hours, and came on to Manchester
with Mr. Burrell. We name these things to show Spiritualists
how to get up good meetings and not spend a fortune in adverfising.
A polite intimation to be present involves only a little work and a
penny of postage, but it is more effectual than shillings spent in
ornamenting dead walls,

We need not begin to enumerate those present, We went to
Manchester for a holidey, and to enjoy ourselyes with these good

friends, and, once there, the temptation was too strong to periit us
to be absorbed over our note-hook. To those in the district wl‘lo‘
want to know, we would say you should have heen there to seo to&
yourselves. We may say, in brief, that there were many value

friends present that we were pleased to mest again, and new faces
were alike gratifying, as indicating the extending ramifications of
the Movement. We made endeavours to ascertain how many were
present, but failed : no one had been able to find out while we were
there. We were assured that over 200 took tea, and 400 might
haveattended altogether, as there was a rush of yisitors to partici-
pate in the entertainment after tea. As to that tea, we may
observe that it was well appointed, profusely furnished, and of the
choicest quality. There was somebody to do everything—stewards
with white favours in their coats—so there was no confusion
or lack of the mneedful. The president governed the opening
of the various scenes from the platform. “Grace” was deco-
1'ous]yl sung, and then commenced a time of festive enjoyment
indeed.

and a good time, as they have it in America, at one and the same
moment. Dr. Monck had arrived and sat beside us. ““Samuel” soon
announced himself, and we had a lively seance. Many little jokes
found expression. The president came along, and, to “ encourage
him, you lmnow,” hie was presented with a stick of celery, with the
patronising remarl, * Here, Mr. Johnson, is your salary in advance
for the in-coming year.,” The grateful gentlenian was candid enough
to admit that it was more than he had received in 1876, when he
deducted expenses, and so will many other workers in Spiritualism,
who have to depend on various kinds of salary as their recompense.

Space will not permit of all the pleasantries being recorded
which made the air ring with mirth in that festive hall. Tea was
overin due course, and while the tables were being cleared we had
time to look round. There were the walls and ceiling of that
commodious room, more repellent and filthy than ever.' The
blemishes of the place were possibly rendered more evident by the
coloured decorations and mottoes behind the platform, In front,
on a long table, were specimens of spiritual literature, and objects
of interest, chiefly supplied by Mr. Oxley, Mr. Reimers, and the
Spiritual Institution. Mr. Harper, of Birmingham, presided in a
most able mamner. Songs were sung by Mr. Barlow, Miss Jeffroys,
Mr. R. Fitton, the Titton family. Recitations were given by Miss
Garsed, Miss Garbett, Mr. D. Brown, Miss Dixon, Mr. R. Bealey.
Mr. Reimers amused all by his clever impersonations of the human
ficurs, caused by wearing dressed gloves on his fingers. Mr. Burns
spoke on the evil of slander and scandal so yampant, and Dr. Monck
made an eloquent discourse of considerable length. Dr. Brown
had left when called on for a speech, but Dr. Monck, on asking
if his guide * Samuel” might take his place, at once mounted the
platform, and standing apart from all, loud raps were heard, by all
assembled. Dr: Monck then asked ¢ Samuel ” if he would answér
a question. An affirmation was rapped out‘. Dr. Mgnck smdil “The
question I want you to answer is this:— ‘What : ‘é -‘f‘f.‘: tl.“‘k of
those Spiritualists who join with the enemies of Spiritualism in

= et me 27 Calling over the alphabet, Dr,
slandering and persecuting me: ; 2 lles” Dr. Monel:
Monck elicited the answer by raps: # They are nooties.” Lr. donck
then waxed warm over it, and stated tlmt.he_had heen assured that
in the future, phenomena would attend him in public which might
be heard in large halls. e spoke somewhat vehemently of thoss
persons who allowed themeelyes to be swayed in opinion againgt
him by the worst enemies of the Cause. We know not whether
thers were any black sheep in that large flock, but if there were
they prudently abstained from manifesting themselves, and Dy,
Monck had a perfect triumph. by .

The soirée was anything but a jolly affair. The recreation part

of it went off in & perfunctory manner, while the interest seemed
to be centered in the greater issues discussed by the spenkers who
attended with & higher mission than to amuse. All did their best,
but thers was n conflict in the atmosphere which, though not
expressed, was none the less certainly felt.
. A few joined in the dancing which followed, but many more in
the dessert, cake, and coffeo, which brought the proceedings to a
close. The gathering was not only successful but highly useful to
the Movement in its present state.

TuERE is cerfainly more roguery and folly in the American character
than the British dullard would ever dare imagine. A' Mrs. Bennett,
who was regarded as a medium, has turned * exposer,” and now gives
show of materislised and dematerialised spirits, moulds of hands, faces,
&e. Now we are not at all nstonished that there should bea Mrs.
Bennett in the Western Hemisphere, but that she should firat be suceess-
ful as a wmedium, and secondly, that the enlightened Yankee should
regard her ehow as an expost of Spiritualism. Who shall venture to
defend the folly of a community thus eredulous in opposite directions?

Quenec Hann, 25, Grear Queskc Srreer, Marynenoxs RoAp.—
M.A.LS.—Mr. F. J, Wilson, the comprehensional philosopher gave the
Marylebone friends a treat on Thursday evening, the 21st Deec. by
reciting the whole of Charles Dickens's ¢ Christmas Carol.” Not a single
reference was made. The whole, from the preface to the finale, wasa mar-
vellous feat 6f memory and most ably delivered. Several friends were
loud in their praise of the effort. At the elose an excellent collection

wis made, and for which the Society thenk Mr. Wilson.—Drake &
Tiuey, Seca.

Frresp Bunrxs,—Aecording tothe announcement in the MEepiux,
Mr. Mahony lectured at the Pemperance Hall, Tadywood Road. The
lecturer, s qsunl, interested the audience. One p{u't. of the business,
viz;, & colleetion for the Spivitual Institution, seems to have been over-
looked, apparently from the confusion and inharmonious conditions
existing at the latfer part of the meebing, resulting from the behaviour
of a considerable number of rowdy Christisns who sat in the back part
of the room. Howaver, the muatter can be soon put right, so far as the
Institution is concerned, in the following manner :—Herewith I for-

ward Zs. 6d., my subscription for Institution W ; all
Ture, 1t : sek.—Yours fraternslly,
A, W, Turxser, 132, Toknicld Strect Fast, Iz’irmi;glzam,

The groups at the various tables went in for a good tea -
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REMINISCENCE OF A VISIT TO A POLITICAL WRITING-
. MEDIUM.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Which of the readers of the Mupruxa
has not heard of Mr. John Scott, of Belfast, who for so many years has
been & medium between the higher and lower planets for the promul-
gation of advanced political ideas? DMr. Seott’s appearance is very
interesting to the stranger at first sight ; his face is a picture of a man
who is entirely in ecarnest. The fine open countenance is admirably
crowned by a head of massive proportions, which tapers off' to an apex
at the part which philosophers would term the *“region of spirituality.”
His “ inner sanctum ” is, moreover, a scene of constant activity. What
with heaps of letters and pamphlets, literary parcels going and coming,
combined with the potent influences which continually deluge this
“‘sacred grove ” with angel magnetism, Longfellow’s words are irresist-
ibly realised: “The spiritual world lies all about us, and its avenues
are open to the unseen feet of phantoms that come and go, and we
perceive them not, save by théiv influence.”

Mc. Scott is also characterised by a benevolence and geniality which
he unconsciously projects into the sphere of those with whom he comes
near.  He receives the greater portion of his revelations by direct im-
pression, and may be named a second * Davis.” The larger portion of
these communications are of a political character, yet, strange to say,
his predilections never did run in this grove, but rather gravitated
towards astronomical investigations. Our friend is working in a quiet
and unique way, which of course involves a large expenditure of money
and time, which he only considers valuable in so far as they contribute
to the promulgation of truth. To this end, there are few of the heads
of this and other governments which he has not been in communication
with at one time or another ; and, what is more to the point, he has had
the pleasure of seeing, during the last twenty years, mmny of his points
become law, and, judging from the political out-look, there will be as
many more embodied in the future political programme.

It is pleasant to hear Mr. Scott recount his early efforts in the Cause
of, spiritual progress, when, twenty years ago, like Abraham, he
journeyed forth to introduce the subject publicly. To this end, he
lectured in Newecastle, Edinburgh, and many other towns. One of the
Newecastle papers of that time recommended the *‘stake” and the * tar-
barrel ” as a fitting reward for his fearless endeavours. , (This paper.
advocates Spiritualism now). If this be true, Professor Lankester
and Co. are twenty years behind the age, which says little for their
scientific research, so-called. On one occasion, during the innings of a
Tory Government, Mr. Scoit’s guides dictated a weekly paper, which,
for ulterior purposes, was numbered “ 16.” The ideas offered to our
cabinef ministers being *too hot” for the season, Mr. Scott held him-
self in readiness to appear at the bar of both houses if wanted, as
Belfast was subsequently “invested” to obtain the previous fifteen copies,
which really had not had an existence, the sixteenth copy having been
put forth as a feeler. This storm, like many others, blew over.

Mr. Scoth is in communication with Spiritualists in all parts of the
United Kingdom, and a few days ago actually despatehed a large parcel
to New Zealand.

TLetters pour in upon him, and, like the horse-leech, cry, “give, give,”
and within twenty-four hours the Globe Parcel Express Company are
in possession of the required favour for transmission to its destination,

n conclusion, Mr. Scoft expects to advoeate spiritual truth from the
platform. To this end, he is muking arvangements to discontinue his
business. Ie has it from the highest authorities that our country will
be in the midst of o fearful political and religious turmoil during the
ensuing seven years.—1I am, yours faithfully,

Chester-le-Strect. Wisniax H. RoBixsoxs.

SPEAKING FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN TRANCE—MISS
LOTTIE FOWLER'S MEDIUMSHIP,

The following letter contains interesting facts. In our former article
our statements respecting the manilestations were correct, but we trans-
posed the characteristics of the gentlemen who satrwith Miss Lottie
Fowler. The letter explains itself.

“ Dear Sir,—A few days ago T received my English papers, among
others, the Mepivsr Axp DAivsreak. Nobt having timo to read them
immediately, I lent them to a friend interested in the phenomena of
Spiritunlism. Some weeks before I had been relating my visit, together
with my brother, to Miss Lottis Fowler. This friend pointed out to
me your paper headed *Polyglot Mediumship,” in the Menivm Axp
Davsresx of the Tth of July, 1876, page 418, saying this is evidently
intended for you and your brother, by what you were telling us a few
days ago. I forthe first time read it, and certainly it is 80, but you
have confused the two persons. In as few words as possible, I will
endeavour to put you right. 1 am the doctor; the letter you received
was from a Mr. Phillips, a friend of mine in Albany, New South Wales,
not Western Australia. T, the beurer, knew a good deal about Spiri-
tualism, my brother knew very little. We were told you were away
from home, I believe in Halifax, and on inquiring for the address of the
nearest medium (it being a wet, cold afternoon) were directed to Miss
Lottie Fowler. She kindly gave us a sitting of two hours and twenty
minutes, this was about the 23¢rd of February last, we returned, but my
brother was the enthusinstic individual. 1, on the contrary was not ab
all surprised, baving read the subject for years, and always told my
friends of my belief n the genuineness of the manifestations, and how
disappointed I stiould be if' on visiting ¢ medium in London they did
not prove so. My brother promised u report, 4z lives on the Continent.
1 am sorry he has not kept his word.

“WWhat you state as having taken placeat this seance is but s yery faint
sketch, I could write you several sheets of it, nearly word for word, it
beifiz indelibly impressed on my mind. Many things were of a private
nature, but so far as I am concerned, I would relute all. We found the
medium most truthful to a degree, with this one instance excepted, when
Presenting my watch to her and inquiring what accident had happened
to it (which was of a very unusual kind), she could not tell, but des-
eribed accurately another accident which happened to a watech I wore
during the time mine wag being repaired. In addition to the converantion
in Hindoostani with my brother, 1 put a question, * How do the native
women 8it in the part of the world I come from?” (the medium having
not the slightest clue as to where I came from), she immediately sat in the

position of an Australian black gin, and spoke the aboriginal language
fluently and rapidly.

“But I must stop hero for want of time this being my only chance to
catch this Suez mail. I must add that the same evening we visited our
sister in Bayswater and related everything. From her we discovered the
correctness of the medium in some family matters we were unaware of.
My brother was so excited that I begged of him to stay with me that
night, which he did. One word more; on reaching my house in
Australia I found everything as she told me (many very peculiar) per-
fectly correct. Excuse my hurried seribble.—I remain, Sir, yours faith-

fully. “J. K. BarreTT, M.D.
* Wagga - Wagga, N. S. W., September 30, 1876.”

A CHALLENGE TO THE REV. J. T. OLIVER.

We have received the following, printed as 2 placard in large type :—
‘* Prove all things and hold fast that which is good.” The Spiritualists
of Keighley having been debarred from cven asking questions at the
close of the Rev. J.T. Oliver's recent lectures against Spiritualism,
hereby challenge him to one or two nights debate with 2 competent
lSlpirit.ur-iliat advocate, whom they will choose as a ‘ foeran worthy of

18 steel.”

“They also deem it proper to point out a few facts in conuection with
the tactics he has adopted in his feeble attempt to explode Spiritualism.

“TIn his first lecture a few weeks ago, he claimed that be could show
how to get raps indicating intelligence from tables, without the ageacy
of daparted spirits, and thet had it not been Sunday, he would have
shown the audience by experiments, how to produce table-rappings by
will power. Surely it was a pity that he did not give that lecture on
some week night o that be could have gone the * whole hog,’ and have
enlightened his audience by ocular demonstration of the modus operandi
of Spiritualism.

*“We submit that to an unbiassed mind, his first procedure was in-
consistent and absurd, and surely the absurdity reached its climax when
he gave a week-night lecture on Wednesday, December 27th, criticising
Mr. Burns, and yet neglected so grand an opportunity of performing
his experiments, which according to his claims, exploded Spiritualism.
Ergo, will not unbiassed ntinds be justified in concluding that his
alleged abilities to perform said experiments are mere pretentions ?

*“ When Mr. Burns replied to his first two lectures, and opened out at
the close of each lecture for questions, Mr. Oliver, instead of being there
to vindicate himself, absented himself, but ‘could attack him after he
arrived home in London, 200 miles away, and then, eraven-hearted like,
he would not allow above one question to be asked, though it was not
Sunday, his excuse being that he did not want to have disturbances like
those which attended Mr. Burns's lectures ; forgetting that the disturbers
at Mr. Burng’s lectures were some of Mr, Oliver’s own party, which
party not only lacked Christian love, but even common courtesy in their
boisterous interruptions ; forgetting also that the Spiritualists listened

quietly to Mr. Oliver’s lectures without making a single interruption.
Think, reason, and judge !”
COMBINATION FOR PRACTICATL, WORK.

To the Editor,—Dear Sir,—I think there are points in Mr. Brown’s
letter in the Mepruy, No. 349, worthy of notice. Some years back T
suggested some plan for organising the Spimtualists, not for any ereed
principle, for T think with you that it would be a mistake to chain
Spiritualism with any creed, and believe the more open and free we can
keep its truths, the more progressive we may become; but to organise
or register the names and addresses of all who are free to acknowledge
the truth I think would be well. I think i1t would be well if a committee
could be organised of some of our most advanced Spiritualists, to meet
at the Spiritual Institution, and I would suggest to make our friend
Burns president of the society (for I think he would keep down the
creed principle as much as possible). ILet the sociefy be subseribed to
from one shilling and upwards, so as to suit all, from the poorest person
to the richest; let this money be useful for lecturing in different parts
of the country; have a representative in each town, to organise and
carry outall requirements and to assistin the work, all to act gratuitously
excopt lecturers, travelling and expenses connected with the lecture.
suggest this as a first step. Much would have to be worked out by the
commitfea, that it would be useless my taking up your space in the
Mepriuy, it it is not adopted. I think a good sum of money could be
raised by this plan, and be of great service in many ways.—Yours
traly, T. BLINKHORN,

Walsall.

[Loeal work can be best carried out by loeal means, as is being done
by the Lancashire Committee, who nevertheless find it difficult to get
their brother Spiritualists to understand that there is any good in try-
ing to act in n beneficent and missionary spirit; general work is already
done by the Spiritunl Institution, and the best thing to do is to pay for
the work already performed before new jobs are laid out. A central lec-
ture fund and committee we regard as a yicious arrangement; there is
algo no chanes of it succeeding. If Spirituahists will not pay for the
advocacy of the Cause at their own doors, they will not part with money
to a fund to be used no one knows where. Self-relisnce and the use of
the talents alrendy on hand is the only safe plan. If you can't hold a
lecture, hold a chamber meeting, and if there is no speaker, turn it into
a conference, or read a good discourse and sing some elevating hymus.
Spiritunlism does not mean being preached st all the time, but in self-
development and self-sacritice for the development of others. No doubt
if' a large sum of money could be found somewhere a few persons would
go to lecture ti}l it was all spent, and then Spiritualism would just be
where it was before. Inspiration is what we want, not funds and com-
mittees. Dhere is a list of Spiritual workersin the Meniva ocedsionally,
and the Spiritual Institution in addition has supplied first-class plat-
form aid on ell oceasions when it has been demandsd.—Ep. M.]

Miss Loxasorroy will occupy the platform at Halifax on Sunday
next, the 7th, and firet Sunday in January, 1877

Tuaxrs to Jobn Scott, 59, Victoria Terrace, Belfast, for parcels of
books for gratuitous distvibution received by Mr., T, 8. Garrioch,

Glasgow ; and by Mx, Thos, S. Parker, St. Helen's Colliery (thivd paresi).
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DR. MONCIK.

With a very truthfu! portrait of our fellow-worker, we append
but little in the way of personal information; a long article of a
very interesting description we cannot find space for this week, It
will appear in due course. The portion of Dr. Monclk’s life~work
of most interest to Spiritualists is already well known. We had
the desire to begin our new volume with a portrait, and selected
that of Dr. Monck, thinking it would interest our readers at this
time. Wherever he has shown himself he has silenced opposition
and won friends to his cause, and if, by publishing his likeness we
can in any degree aid him in the acquisition of friends, we shall be
glad of the step we have taken. We commend Dr. Monck to our
readers as an unparallcled medium, and a champion of liberty
deserving the cordial aid of all true patriots at this time.

ANOTHER NEW YEAR.

To all who have so cordially wished usa “ Happy New Year”
we return the compliment, with the addition that it may be one of
progress for our beloved Cause.

he past year, though marked by painful experiences, has been
one of satisfactory advancement, and the one just entered upon
promises to be of the same character. Spiritualism has become a
power in the land, and chailenges opposition from the highest
quarters. This must not be regarded as a disheartening feature,
but on the contrary, as an evidence of advancement worthy of hearty
congratulation., With this opposition the demonstrative power of
the phenor.nena has wonderfully increased, so that phenomena
occur at this season which could not bave been thought of even a
year ago. The effort to obscure the light of truth causes it to burn
all the more vividly.

Spiritualism has become the eriterion of human liberty, and it
tests the value of modern civilisation and enlightenment. ~Already
a torch has been lighted in Tngland, which will blaze with an
illuminating grandeur, removing much ohsolete darkness which yet
exists in legislation, in physics, in morals, and in religion. The
light of this new lamp of truth is unpleasantly felt by the occu-
pants of obscure corners, and their irritation and annoyance pro-
claim the triumph of the power that assails them.

Higher ground is coming into our view. Our work must be
more spiritual—radical. We have dallied with materialism on the
one hand, and with superstition on the other. Our ranks have
become weakened by the introduction of those who are, in heart
and intellect, the opponents of our truths., A time of purging has
come, and many will be cast out to leave us stronger and more
united because of their absence.

A moral purpose must now pervade our ranks. Not facts for
theintellect alone, but higher motives and purer actions in our lives.
Spiritualism is not a new fact alone, a metaphysical problem alone,
but a reform, scientific, theological, and personal. He who
refusges to rise up above the reach of the flames will be scorched
thereby. :

The demand of this year is : we want more self-denying, earnest
worlkers, pervaded with the spirit ot this many-sided movement.
Much is being done with law and lawyers. It isa costly process
and of little avail. We must rely more upon individual effort and
the steady advance of educational influences amongst the people.
Our ranks are almost devoid of active, able teachers. We require
a ¢ gehool of the prophets ?—the equipment of labourers for the vine-

ard. e

Thus the question of conditions ” comes uppermost ; co_n@;mms;_
of the circle, conditions of the individual intellect, cotgtgtlltzoushfi)t
the pereonal life. Through these alone can the work of the sp

be undertaken with advantage.

The year opens on us with a multiplicity of questions demanding
solution, and there are but few ready to take them up intelligently.
But we have the satisfaction to know that truth exists, and man
exists also, and is co-eternal with truth. Our work is to bring them
into harmony. -

THANKS TO MANY SUBSCRIBERS.

We have received many prompt and kind replies to our suggestion
that subscribers should remit to us their subscriptions, without
putting us to the expense of applying for it. We hope to have
responses from such of our friends as have not as yet found it
convenient to make their remittances. Our terms of subscription
may be seen at the commencement of this page.

REPLIES TO DR. CARPENER NEXT WEEK.

We have received from “M. A. (Oxon.)” and others replies to
Dr. Carpenter’s lecture, which we intend publishing in a con-
nected form in our next number. It will, therefore, be a good
one for distribution. Those who will circulate quantities may be
supplied at the reduced rate of 8s. per 100. Orders should reach
us as early in the week as possible.

THE DIALECTICAL REPORT FOR ONE PENNY.

‘We have received a number of orders, and intend to make a
ush to secure a large circulation for this important document.
Ve hope every Spiritualist will determine to take at least a
shilling’s-worth.*

DOUGHTY HALL ON SUNDAY NIGHT.

We expect a number of speakers at Doughty Iall on Sunday.
Professor Denton, of America, if he returns from the continent
in time, and Mr. Dawbarn, an inspirational speaker of America.
Dr. Monck is also expected to spealt. It will be the first Sunday
in the year and we hope the meeting will be an encouraging one.
Hymns from the  Spiritual Lyre,” Nos. 37, 48, 6. Doughty Hall,
14, BedfordRow, Holborn, at 7 o’clock.

THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE, GRASMERE.

It gives us pleasure to report that Mr. Iarrison’s excellent
College is receiving more attention, On Monday, My, Ashman,
sends one of his sons with Mr. Burns’s son, to the Progressive
College, which opens for the term on that day. If parents cannot
get their boys ready by that date, they should send them on as
soon afterwards as possible.

DR. MONCK IN LONDON. ]

During next week Dr. Monck expects to be at his rooms, 15,
Southampton Row, from eleven till three o'clock daily, to receivo
his friends, heal, and arrange for private interviews and seances
i vening.

c* ﬁ):; ;lﬁ)togcruph, in two positions, is on sale for the henefit of the
Defence Fund, ls.each. Enclose stamps and addressed enveloléo
to his secretary, Mr. Hackett, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

THIS NUMBER WITII DR. MONCK:S PORTRAIT.
We have printed an extra quantity of this issue of the Meprua,
g0 that Dr, Monck's friends may have supplies at their disposal.
They may obtained at the reduced price of Ss. per 100.

BAST END SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION.

Dear Mr. Burns,—I wish to record my thanks to Mr, J, Scott,.of
Belfast, for a large pareel of books which .he bn‘s kind}y sent mo towards
establishing o lending library in connection with this Institution, and
shall be very thankful for similar assistance from any friends who are
willing to help in this way. At the same time, I may announce that
our first quarterly tea-meeting will be held on Sunday, Febuary 4th,
1877, when we shall be glad to weleome all who can attend. 'Will send
further particulars next week.—I am, yours sincerely,

E'W. Wanws.

NORTH OF ENGLAND SPIRITUALISTS' CONFERENCE
COMMITTER.

The Conference of the above will be held on Sunday, January 14th.
To commence at 2.30 in the afterncon., All Spiritualists in the district
are earnestly invited to attend. R, MowsrAy, Jun.

23, Grainger Strect, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

A rew ladies and gentlemen wanted to complete a circle near Herne
}"{Iill. Apply by letter to V. N., care of Mr. Burns, 15, Southampton

W,

Orpras.—On Sunday afternoon next, January 7th, at 2.30, there will
be a meeting for the election of officers for the ensuing half year, it is
hoped there will be a good attendance.” In the evening at 6 o'clock
there will be an address by Mr. Quarmby.

Forayan notice of appeal against the conviction of Dr. Slade byeMr
Flowers, was on Saturday served by Dr. Slade’s solicitors upon the De-
puty Clerk of the Peace tor Middlesex. A special day will be appointed
for the hearing of theappeal, at which Mr. Edlin, Q,C., and the Assistant
Judge, will preside.

) Mr;sn_x—‘.mc Lecrures.—Mrs,. W. H. Ohadwick is giving her highly
instructive lectures and experiments in biology, phrenclogy, and mes-
merism, with great success to large and delighted audiences at Bedford.
Next w'eek this lady is to lecture at the Town Hall, Luton, three nights,
and Leighton Buzzard three nights. Books to, he had at all the meefings,
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HEALING AT A DISTANCE BY DR. MACK.

The following is copy of a letter received by Dr. Mack from a
lady with whom we are well acquainted. She is advanced in
years, and when we knew her in London she was very low in
vital power, weal, and so afilicted in her breathing as to speak
with difficulty. We mention these symptoms to show that the
power of healing at a distance has been exercised on what would
be called an almost hogeless case, viewed from the standpoint of
the materialistic drug-doser. The lady is, however, very spiritual-
minded and refined in temperament, a condition which is favourable
for healing by spirit-power. If ladies of delicate health only
Inew of the benefits to be derived from magnetic treatment, they
would at once have recourse thereto and leave off narcotics and
stimulants.

My Dear Sir,—Many thanks for the magnetized paper, and your kind
lotter. T am delighted to add my testimony as to the wonderful power
with which you are gifted for the alleviation and cure of diseases.
When I first became a convert to Spiritualism a few years ago, I was
suffering much from continual attacks of bronchial asthma. Like the
poor woman in Seripture, that consulted many physicians and had
only guined temporary relief, I used to say within myself, Oh! that
the Saviour were still upon earth, and that I, too, like that poor woman
could touch the hem of his garment, and be made whole.

In the autumn of 1875 I heard of the wonderful cures you were per-
forming in London, and I wrote for magnetized paper. I hadnot worn
it long before my health improved, and the attacks of asthma were
not so severe, L had had two supplies of the magnetized paper from
you, and was about to write for a third supply, when I was greived to
hear that you bhad left England. I continued to suffer from attacks
of asthma, but they were much less severe ; and in the month of June,
1876, I wrote to you again and have been using magnetized paper ever
since. Though not cured, I am wonderfully better and am hopeful, with
faith and continued patience that I may entirely regain my health.

I could for years hardly breathe the outer air, I now go out in all
weather. I had lost for years both taste and smell, but am now, thank
God, and you, regaining both these senses, in short I have much to be

thankful for, and am most grateful to you and your kind spirit-doctors
for your continued attendance and cure.

Axoruer MIRACLE.

Before I conclude my letter, I must mention a really curious circum-
stance connected with these magnetized papers. On the 8th of Novem-
ber, the day before my daughter's marringe, in going upstairs, I twisted
my foot and sprained it so severely, that I coulg not put it to the
ground. The village doctor told me it would be impossible for me
to accompany my daughter to church the next day. I had to be carried
up to bed and cold water bandages were recommended by the doctor,
and a sleeping draught. I took the latter, but instead of the cold water
bandages I wrapped up the injured foot in magnetized paper, and with
earnest supplication I entreated our great Medium in Heaven to send
to me his ministering spirits, your attendant doctors, and to enable
them to use their sgkill in my bebalf. You will, I am sure, feel with me,
that there is a wonderful power in prayer when I tell you that I slept
nine hours without intermission and rose the next morning quite well,
—not only to put my foot to the ground but to walk perfectly well.

My daughter had prayed to * St. Joseph,” and I am sorry to say it
was her belief, and that of her Roman Catholic friends, that all the
merit of this miraculous cure were to be ascribed to him; but it is my
firm conviction that your kind spirit-doctors had been allowed to employ
their skill in my behalf. Entreat them, dear sir, to continue their kind

ministrations. Now once more, with many thanks, I remain, dear Sir.
Yours very truly, L. F.L.T.

Florence, Dee. 21, 1876,

TESTED PHENOMENA IN DR. MONCK'S PRESENCE.

Dear Sir,—On Wednesday, 20th inst., I had the pleasure of witness-
ing some very interesting spiritual manifestations at the house of Mr. T\
Hveritt, at Hendon. The circle consisted of Mr. Everitt, Mrs. Everitt
and family, Dr. Monck, Mr. Oxley, and the writer. The mediums were
Murs. Iveritt and Dr. Monck.

I should not send you this account, were it not that just now the
public is full of prosecutions and so-called exposures of mediums, and
even now I shall only briefly mention such facts as will to my mind
fully prove the supramundane origin of the manifestations.

I will, therefore, pass over the interesting and instructive audible con-
veraations of “ John Watt ”and several other spirit-friends, and without
trusting to the good faith of anybody, simply state what occurred, and
under what circumstances.

(1) A substantial, heavy dining-table, five feet by four, without extra
pieces, was in the light raised several times horizontally to a height of
about six inches ; all hands were above the table, and not in contact with

it. As we sat, this could not have been done without my help, which was

not afforded, nor also without it being plainly seen that we used our feet
for the vgurpose, and this was not seen.

(2) Whilst Dr. Monck had both hands tightly held, his coat was
reversed (inside out) upon his person.

(3) A sheet of marked and identified paper was written upon under
the table while all hands were joined, the subject of the writing being
the same as we were singing.

(4) All hands in sight above the table, and at the same time each was
grasped under the fable by what appeared, by their mode of grasping, to
be other hands. A0

(5) When all hands were in sight upon the table, several other hands
were seen coming up from under the table, having distinet fingers and
joints ; one of these grasped and held a heavy slate, and afterwards a
pencil, and with the latter wrote upon the slate in our sight a fow words,
and then threw down the pencil. Thése hands, if secreted by the Doctor
about his person, could not have been solid, or they would have occupied
too much space, which the apparatus for moying them would have in-
creased, and a most careful search led to no such discovery, nor could
they have been wind-distended gloves, for in that case the slate could
not haye been held, nor could sufficient force have been used for writing ;
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and, lastly, these hands sometimes were formed and faded in our sight
without disappearing under the table.

(G) I tested the knocking sounds in many ways, and they were entirely
outside the medium, and the vibration of the object emitting the sounds
wasmot communicated to or derived from the medium in the ordinary
way.

The above are a few facts which I had opportunity to test and can
vouch for. T have no doubt as to the thoroughly genuine character of
the manifestations. “J. B2

Dee. 26, 1876.

WRITING ON PAPER IN A SCREWED SLATE.

The slate-writing phenomenon has attracted much attention of late,
and though I could not doubt the many well-attested facts through Dr.
Slade’s mediumship that have from time to time appeared in your
columns, I, however, confess to a feeling of regret that circumstances
would not allow a visit to London that 1 might bring such phenomena
within the range of my own experience. This feeling was fortunately
very temporary, as I soon afterwards learned that one of the Petty
boys (Willie) was sitting for the development of this phase of medium-
ship, and as several opportunities were afforded me of noting its progress
in the medium'’s home, I saw sufficient there to induce me to invite him
to continue its development under my own conditions, which he readily
accepted, and accordingly he visits me at my own residence unaccom-
panied by any relative or other interested party ; and as our last sitting,
from a publicity point of view, was of the most conclusive character, I
will confine my account to a strict narration of facts then observed.

On Wednesday evening, 20th Dec., we sat at a small deal table with a
folding-slate, tightly screwed, in which we enclosed a fragmentary pieco
of pencil. The medium held the slate under the table with his right
hand, while the other—in view during the entire process of writing,
which we distinctly heard—rested on the top, and after sitting a few
moments, the slate was handed to me by the medium, which 1 found
tightly screwed, and on unscrewing it I found a side-face drawn on the
si‘::te, ’nnd above it was written—* Place a large piece of paper on the
slate.”

Mrs. Mould provided me with a sheet of note-paper out of her own
portfolio, which T initialed and dated, and placed it, with a point of
lead-pencil, between the slate, and allowed my son then to screw them
together, which I examined. The medium placed it as before, and after
sitting seven minutes, it was signalled to me to take the slate from
under the table, and on unscrewing it a second time, I found drawn on
the paper a side-face and below it the words, “ God bless you, my
friends.” The medium being so delighted with these results, he asked
me if I would send an account of it to the readers of the Spiritualisi or
Mepioy. ‘As the writing was in part slightly illegible, I promised to do
80, if the experiment could be repeated, and the control would kindly
try to improve his caligraphy, when it rapped out it would try. I
thereupon obtained another sheet of note-paper on which I placed my
initials and the date, my son affixing his as well, and then put it
into the slate with the point of pencil screwing them so effectually that
I could not thrust a knife between. I then handed it to the medium,
who placed it, as before, under the table with his right hand; while
his left lay in view on the top of the table, and after sitting five and
a half minutes, it was handed to me, and I found it still tightly screwed,
and on opening it found another side-face drawn, and written, in a very
much better hand, the words—*“God bless you, my friends.-—J. REaping ”
on the paper which belonged to'myself and which I had initialed.

During the entire sitting the medium was in his normal state, and
while the slate was under the table we did not observe (what we appre-
hended) either muscular or medial movements of any kind whatever, as
under cover of such gesticulations it might have been possible, even with
one hand, to unscrew the slate, feel for and find the point of pencil,
fix it between the finger and nail (as without such a method it was
otherwise impossible), draw the side-face, write in a bold, free band, then
rescrew the slate, and leave the conditions so nearly alike as to avoid
detection, and then place the screw in a place of safety.

Maskelyne might perform such a wonder (!) but I am sure such
ability and skill is far beyond the reach of Willie Petty.
Newcastle, Jxo. Mouvun,

Mgrs. Wooprorne leaves England this week for Rome, where she will
pass the winter, returning in the spring to resume her professional work.

A CurrayMAN writes: “The men of science are getting savage ab
the spread of Spiritualism, end are invoking the aid of obsolete and
barbarous laws to persecute those who do beliove in it. We must have
a new era of greater freedom in all such matters. With the spread of
education and increase of intelligence, men do not want a paternnl’
government protecting them in & grandmotherly way from impostors;.
but are quite competent to form their own judgment without inter-
ference.” If all our pastors were as true to their charge as this country
vicar is, the new era would soon be inaugurated. When things come to s
orisis, as most assuredly they will, it wil% be found that the beat men, in
the Church and out of it, will be on the side of light and freedom, and
Spiritualism will in that day be regarded as the means which brought'
about needed reforms, It is one of the many comings of  Christ,”
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PRACTICAL SPIRITUALITY.
A LEecrure By Me. Joux AINSWORTH, LIVERPOOL.

The present age is pre-eminently one of matter of fact, and one in
which to a very large extent, every social scheme or code of ethics is
estimated and tested by its utilitarianism. However plausible and
rational a theory may appear, its chief worth rests with its apg_llcab_lllty
to the elevation of society ; but unfortunately for society, its diversified
religious opinions are too often the source of bitter disputation and
rancorous opposition ; 80 that instead of Christian brotherhood we have
deadlv hatred, instead of rational and charitable differences, we have
theological squabbles and religious brawls. These arise not so much
from a diversity of opinion in regard to practical principles, as from a
presumptive positivism respecting speculative dogmas. .

The region of theological fancy and metaphysical speculation have
too often been the cruel arena in which the embittered intellectual
gladiators have fought their fiercest battles. The contest has too fre-
quently been one of personal contest, or denominational victory; the
consequence is that truth has suffered, and the religious world has been
shattered and scattered, without any unification of basis or harmony of
sentiment or feeling. The religious struggles hitherto have been con-
ducted more with a view to uphold a special form of intellectualism,
than to enforce moral duties which have a common origin and aim.
The teachings of Modern Spiritualism are cosmopolitan in their charac-
ter, broad and unsectarian in their basis.

True Spiritualism is the noblest study, and if rightly understood the
most practicable and universal religion in the world, because while it
excludes all superstitious belief and dogmatic creedism, it gathers truth
from every source and form of faith, and recognises every vestige of
moral principle as being worthy of that divine revelation which it has
been the will of God to make manifest, and man’s highest interest to
practically accept. There perhaps never was a time, in the history of scien-
tific development, or philosophical attainment eo fraught with marvellous
phenomena as are presented in connection with Modern Spiritualism.
In the midst of natural barmony, considered with the eye ot the pure
materialist, there is apparent disorder; uniform law, as understood by
the physicist, now plays strange antics by secret and incomprebensible
forces; new scientific technicalities have to be invented in order to give
something like a suitable external covering to these natural modern
wonders, and the greatest wonder of all with some is, what will be the
practical benefit to be derived by eociety ? We answer, that it is not
in mere physical pbenomena, however extraordinary these may be, that
humanity is to be morally benefited.

It is not in the physical world that we shall discover our Spirituality,
or our individual, or social duties. We shall have to soar far higher,
and penetrate much deeper, if we are wishful to realise our practical
spirituality. It is in the realm of spirit, and in spiritual revelations to
to man, that we shall perceive our duty to self, and to each other.
Humanity has never been left without moral guidance suited to its
neceseities and conditions, gradually developing to a higher degree of
perfection and happiness ; thus early Jewish gistory has presented us
::3:3 zl};e merllm} and moral infancy of mankind. Sb utterly incapable
b me et;rﬂ e&vsbofdsclf-progregslon, that they had to be guided by
num’;m’;’ °]' cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night.” Divers and

8 laws were given them, even in reference as to what they
SHOULD eat, and what they should Nor eat. Bome of their moral dutics
were in keeping wit:h, and did not much exceed, their physical necessities,
leeu' practical Spirituality was of & corresponding character.

The high moral excellence of a nature is the infallible index to its
true spirituality. All truth has o relative, therefore some a superlative
value ; moral truths have a Enrnmount claim, and when practically ac-
cepted, give to the world a divine beauty, and a heaven-like grandeur,
which reflects the infinite character of him from whom they proceed. In’
tellectual and moral progress should ever go hand in hand, though the
former has sometimes outstripped the latter.

In the present age we have much intellectual effulgence, amid com-
parative spiritual and moral darkness (practically understood) ; moral
principles are ignored, or eadly misunderstood, even by those who reign
over us. A crowned head, or a sceptred hand is no guarantee for prac-
tical Spirituality. Take an instance of recent occurrence. How lamen-
table to witness the ruler of  nation, or the leaders of contending armies,
appointing a day of thanksgiving and prayer to the God of infinite
Jjustice and love, for the success of their arms in destroying by thousands,
those enemies Christ commanded them to love. Such petitions appear to
us (to be entirely devoid of Spirituality) to be arrogantly impious, and
an insult to the majesty of heaven. With the gory battle-field for their
footstool, and the dying groans of their murdercd brethren sounding
in their ears, fhey wickedly attempt to mingle with the smoke of cannon
the incense of gratitude and devotion. The hands which a few moments
before grasped the hilts of their merciless swords, and which may have
been sheathed in the very heart of an unoffending brother, are now
clasped in earnest supplication for ¢ontinued suceess in such barbarious
and deadly conflicts. We solemnly ask,—Were the soft and affectionate
breathings of a prayerful spirit designed to solicit Grod for such temporal
success as this 7 Some men may mistakenly believe that this is practical
Spirituality, but we deem it to be practical impiety of the worsat
description. If we must pray for destruction, let it be for the destruc-
tion ol ignorance, error, and every kind of wrong doing. If we must
pray for success, let it be for the success of truth. If we must pray
for a glorious conquest, let it be for the conquest of self, intellectually,
morally, and spiritually.

The full and free development of man’s higher nature has hitherto
been retarded by theological obstructions ; but these are being gradually
removed by the liberalising efforts of more advanced teachers. The
dack clouds which have go long overhung the religious world are being
dispersed by the rays frow the bright spirvit-world, preparing humanity
for a more effulgent day—one in which it will not be simply mtel:
lectual supremacy, but spirituel and moral efficacy,—when morai
truths will not only be taught but univeraally practised,—tasught so
effectunlly that they shall permesate our entire nature and QOw m(:ol
our daily life as a stream from its spring, Growth in a state of m‘:)'}mt
ignorance is attended with sad consequences t0 the m_aglecbadd 131 {vylet(:h
and injury to the state. Growth in moral ignorance is attende
sadder consegences gbill to the individual and to society.

ot -
I 'il‘hefgreat contention is and has been, as to what religion really con-
sists of. . .

Religion I define to be—our duty to self, each other, and to God, as
discovered in natureand in every form of revelation to mankind through
noble minds and virtuous hearts. Religion is a system of duties pertain-
ing to man and to God. Education, therefore, that does not include a
knowledge of God and His moral laws, is incomplete and destructive to
man’s best interests and society’s highest welfare. ILike the growth of
a plant, in the infantine mind there ought to circulate s moral sap
which shall form part of and help to make and build up the future man,
Without this we have to a very great extent rottenness and decay. Prac-
tical Spirituality would then become a part of his being, and daily help
his moral growth to true spiritual manhood. In every human duty
there is and must ever be & spiritual and religious relationship. We
are here, however, compelled to admit the fact, that there is in the present
age too much disputation respecting human-framed creeds, and favourite
articles of a speculative faith: while, to us, there is a possibility of a
suitable code of morals being adopted for universal guidance, and that
we MAY have a practical Spirituality consistent with the freedom of indi-
vidual conscience, apart from ANy VESTIGE of sectarianism.

To this broad liberal position the national mind appears to us to be
rapidly tending. Real religion in its highest teachings, carries us beyond
the boundaries of science, into the region of desembodied spiritual ex-
istences. The reasoning and teaching of the secularist is far too limited
and narrow when it stops at the portals which lead to a future, higher,
and nobler state of existence. Seculurism sceks to make (in a very
blundering way) the best of this world. Those who advocate the study
of secularism, and man’'s psychological nature in addition, seek to make
the best of both worlds, that which is, and that which is to come. They
who study this world, and this world only, as exclusive materialists, lack
the great stimulus to true moral elevation and resl practical Spirituality.
A perfect knowledge of geology would never qualify a man for superin-
tending the workings of intricate machinery ; so a knowledge of all the
physical sciences would never qualify a man for understanding his social,
moral, and spiritual relationships. All the mathematical problems in
the world would never demonstrate man’s future existence.

Man has a moral and a spiritusl, as well as an intellectual nature, and
it is quite as essential to cultivate tbe former, as well as the Istter.
Moral excellence gives additional lustre to intellectual brightness, and
is the chief stay of the social fabric.

We shall never be able to have a virtuous nation upon the basis of
pure intellectualism, but we may hope to see one based upon an enlight-
ened practical Spiritualism. There appears to us a wide difference
between even the clear knowledge of a moral law and obedience thereto,
A man may have resad repeatedly the negative command of the Jewish
lawgiver, ©* Thou shall not kill,” and in a moment of frenzy or deadly
bate may slay his unoffending neighbour, But he does this not in
mental ignorance of this authorative command, but because ]?is moral
ignorance fails to comprehend the spiritual (}urkn.ess by which he is
surrounded. The wish to do good and act right is the first step to-
wards its accomplishment. This desire, embodied in action, constitutes
true practical Spirituality of soul. It is this which has ennobled the lives
of the truly great and good, in all ages of the world's history. It is
this, and this alone, which can consecrate individual effort, and reward
it with moral and spiritual success. Mere wonderful physical pheno-
mena-hunting will never secure it. We shall have to ascend to a far

‘higher region than the physical, before we shall be able to breathe the

spiritualising atmosphere, or be enlivencd by the inspiring rays from
tge great spiritual sun of the entire uniyerse. Spiritualistic teaching
and practical spirituality will haye to go hand-in-hand, ere the former
can have their designed elevating influence upon society. Our deport-
ment will bave to be the exact reflex of our indwelling principles, and
these actuated by a pure love for that which is divinely true and spiri-,
tually good, before they can become universally acceptable or nationally
racticable. Outward demonstration of inward sincerity will have to
Ee the index that should point to certain success. Dissimulation brings
self-condemnation and social reprobation. Ionest and open vice may
be preferable to hypocritical yirtue, and a concealed hostility to that
which is free, nobte, and good. Indlvidur?l culture, und. a national
training must permit an honest deportment, in perfect consistency with
conscientious convictions. I
Secular education alone, imparted by itself, and w_x.thout any reference
to moral and religious principle, is imperfect, defective, and incomplete,
and I may add detrimental to the best interests of society. If the sub-
jects of the State had no national obligations, no social duties, no
religious principles to develop, nor moral precepts to obey, then secular
instruction, and that only, could be safely imparted to every child in the
land. But with a pure secularism and a pure secular education, how
could we have a real practical Spirituality? Then, I ask, how ave they
to be trained in all their various national, socinl, moral, and spiritual
relationships? You cannot teach a child to read correctly and bene-
fieally without at the same time explaining to him what he reads, and
in doing this you are necessitated to do more than simply teach him to
read, write, and cast accounts. Are students so uniformly good that they
never speak that which is untrue, and are they so perpetually honest that
they never attempt to rob, or cheat each other? Do their untutored
minds never plot that which is eruelly mischievous, nor their polluted
meuths utter that which is impure and profane? Is it not notorious that
they do all these objectionable things and at times something much
worse. In any or all of these actions can we perceive the mark of real
practical Spirituality. Ave all these immoral, injurious, and ruinous
habits to be permitted by the youth of our land, unchecked, and unre-
proved? No public instructor or social reformer with the consciousness
of the worth of moral principle would for one moment tolerate or
encourage practices so detrimental and injurious. Should children be
permitted to curse and chent each other without reproof and instrue-
tion? If so, then we should very spon not only haye an immoral
nation, but _one ent.u-cly destitute of Spirituglity_ To train society
thorougihly it is to me 1mpossible to sever a moral and spiritual from
a sound secular edueation.
Edueafion, to be thorough and effective, must have a basisin the

moral and (?pxrlt:al. ngt..ulxl-e‘ of man. You must teach a child to read
and appreciate that which is good, as well ag simply teach bim to read,

even to make s good oifizen of him, g it wrong or absurd to tell the
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child of a secularist that God has given a command ¢ Thou shalt not
steal ?”” Yes, answers the seculerist. Moses in their opinion was de-
coived, he mnever received such command. (Well, the fact is some-
body did); they also say that there is no Infinitely Wise Legislator;
this is an invention of some secluded monk or crafty priest. If thisis
80, it is a rather eingular fact, and one which a secularist could per-
haps better explain than a Spiritualist, that these so-called selfish
monks and money-hunting priests should have invented a command
which forbids individual and universal robbery, when their very system
was supposed to be upheld by sceret trickery, and indirect honesty. I
perceive in this command—no matter from what source it way bave
come—the divine principle of integrity, and a true practical Spiri-
tuality. Every moral law or spiritual principle brings with it its own
inherent worth,-which can be tested by practieal experience.

The more knowledge is materialised and secularised, the more gloomy
and less beneficial does it become ; and the more we truly spiritualise it,
the more elevating and ennobling’ will be its influence upon the mind
and heart of ite recipient. It isin applied knowledge that we perceive
and realise its patent force ; simple possession, without the expression of
it in action, would not much benefit its possessor. The power of example
over bare précept has always been considered of paramount importance.
‘Wo are all more or less conscious of our mental ignorance and moral
weakness; but we also learn by experience, that by repeated effort to
elevate ourselves, we become morally stronger, and increase in knowledge.
In constant perseverance, lies the rule of success, in every department
of life, the spiritual included. By cultivating good motives, we ex-
clude the bad. By continued search for knowledge, we dispel the
dark clouds of ignorance which otherwise would overhang the mind.
Self-conquest is the greatest victory that can be achieved. In moral
heroism is to be perceived true greatness. To hold in legitimate sub-
jection every human passion and tendency, by spiritual power, is to
manifest the spirit of a true conqueror; because it gives to reason its
supreme and legitimate sway, and to the passions their natural exercise
within beneficial limits. Without this we cannot have real practical
Spirituality. How truly noble might be our every effort, if we could
always act from our highest and best motives.

How much good we might accomplish if we measured our actions by
the highest standards of virtue. Like the rays of the rising sun on a
bright summer morn, our mental light might shine on the intellectually
dark sons of the inhabitants of this world. A stream of sympathy for
the deeply distressed ones might flow from a heart full of God-like love.
The hand of charity might and ought to be extended to suffering and
oppressed humanity, A kind look, a kind word, a kind deed, ought to
be our highest aim and moblest work, while here on earth to accom-
plish, which no self-denying effort is too great. They who thus are
actuated, experience] the happiness, attendant upon true practical
spirituality. Their constant aim is not so much to elevate self as to
raise others, though by the very noble effort put forth, they must
necessarily elevate themselves.

It is Spiritualism in its highest sense and most practicable form that
will exercise the most beneficial influence upon humanity and render it
most universally acceptable. The higher we ascend in the scale of
intelligence and virtue, the happier we become. The lower weo descend
in ignorance and vice, the more miserable we are. Knowledge, like
virtue, has the positive power of attraction towards that which is
divinelike, while ignorance and vice represent the negative principle
of repulsion, which is driven away from everything that is noble, vir-
tuous, and true. Virtue here may not be always recognised aund appre-
ciated in a true spiritual sense. I trust the time is not far distant when
man will be appreciated by his virtue, and not by his wealth—will be
respected for his integrity, and not for his authority.

1 have no special code of exclusive morals to recommend, or particu-
lar social duties to inculeate. With individual responeibility, as to the
consequences of individual action, I claim and concede the right to
individually select those principles and commands that best commend
themeelves to the enlightened judgment and matured experience of each
practitioner. Nevertheless, we each have moral and spiritual duties
that we cannot neglect without injury to self and to society. Every
aspiration must be guided by the divine principle of love for that which
is true, noble, and good. Xvery thought ought to help us to be good,
and do good, not only for seli’s-sake, but for others. Our every action
ought to be the embodiment of those truths that are in hermony with
our whole being and the natural civcumstances by which we are sur-
rounded. We then fulfil our highest destiny on earth, and prepare
ourselves for a higher and nobler position hereafter.

True enlightenment is the harbinger to moral excellence, and moral
excellence is the truest test of real Spirituality, without which our lives
will fail to realise that which constitutes the main object of our earthly
existence, or foreshadow that unclouded and bright continuity of pro-
gressive existence herafter—towards that which is divine in ifs nature,
divine in its tendency, and divinelike in its transforming influence
upon the soul and heart of each recipient.

Mr. Ainsworth made the following remarks at the close of a recent
address:—

Spiritualism during the past year has had to contend with its secret
enemies and ifs avowed foes, It has had the timid investigator, with
his theological cruples to frighten him from the path of honest inquiry.
It has had the intrepid scientist, with hia pet, theory of the “uniform
laws of nature ” and rigid materialistic principles to aid him in his bold
denunciations against it. Tt has had the money-hunting conjurer with
all his mystic legerdemain to help him to imperfectly mimic its most
astounding physical phenomena. It has hed the judicial bench to decide
againet its spiritual merits, the enraged and religiously-excited popu-
lace to prosecute its mediums, and as a consequence a prizon-house tor
their home; but stripes cannot beat integrity from the heart, nor can
a prison wall confine the truth, or make its honest possessor hypocriti-
ca.%ly to recant in the nineteenth century. Mhe Romish Inquisition was
a disgrace to the Vatican and a libel upon pure religion, but the nglish
Inquisition of the present age, without the darkness and igoorance of
the middle ages to palliatg it, stands unrivalled for atrocity and barbar-
ism, because it is practised amid o professed seientific enlightenment
and apparent Christian charity, whioch avowedly is ashamed of and

shudders at what our persecuting ancestors have done in this respect,
even with unjust laws, to shield their conduct. Let the Spiritualists meet
such as did Christ {the most persecuted because the most gifted medium
who ever trod the earth for humanity’s good) ; He met such with & loving
heart and forgiving spirit, having fuli confidence in the final triumph
and glorious conquest of spiritual truth over every foe.

DR. MONCK’S MEDIUMSHIP.

Of all vindications, truth is the most brilliant. The enunciation of
doctrines such as those of angel-communion, the death-knell of su-
perstition, and phenomena not in harmony with “orthodox ™ scientific
or religious thought, could not fail to cause great excitement, both
amongst the few who think for themselves, and the many who pay others
to think for them. Dr, Monck's case will mark an epoch in the prin-
ciples and practice of Spiritualism, and his legal prosecution is the in-
evitable, if not natural, corollary of scientific triumph. Is it conceivable
that, whilst he has been received with deserved approbation by literary
and philosophical seekers after truth in all parts of the kingdom, who
have accepted those facts and phenomena which oceur in his presence,
as established by every legitimate canon of scientific investigation,
—that even now, those enlightened minds have been really *“ ckeated ” by a
flimsy cunning framework of mere vulgar legerdemain? Yes, I repeat,
is it possible or probable, that Spiritualism, as represented by Dr. Monck,
is only a gratuitous hypothesis, constructed upon imposture, and imagin-
ary spirit-writing, spirit-voices, spirit-forms, percussive sounds,
levitations, table-movements, fairy-like music, or what not? His
prosecation, I would fain hope, will speedily prove a signal for the
emancipation of thought in all classes of the people.

We want no special enthusiasm on the one hand, or official indignation
on the other, in the interests of right and justice. At the same time,
no amount of adverse opinion, mere assertion, or supposed * authority,”
must be allowed to prejudge the case, since the mediumship of Dr.
Mongck, ACCORDING TO MY OBSERVATION AND EXPERIENCE, is of the highest
order, and the results thereof justly rank, in the estimation of competent
judges, as demonstrative proofs, or conclusions invincible, that the
chasm between mortality and immortality, in the providence of God, is
no longer spiritually impassable.

I submit that the first duty of all scientifiz men, or thinking minds,
before expressing opposition to Dr. Monck, attempting persecution of
Spiritualists, or manifesting alarm, disgust, and abhorrence &t the
discovery of alleged delinquencies, is to ascertain by diligent protracted
inquiry at seances—ARE THESE THINGS S0 ?

'This is a fair challenge, and the issue must be simple, direct, and
satisfactory, if conducted with sound brains and open hearts. Legal
consequences are very important, and demand our utmost respect, but
in the course of forty years’ scientific ‘experience, and the same amount
of philosophic study in law, physic, and divinity, by way of intellectual
recreation, I have not unfrequently observed in British and foreign
countries, that Right has often been conquered by Might ; meanwhile,
the scarecrows of fools have eventually become the beacons of wise men.

Spiritualism in general, and Dr. Monck’s mediumship in particular,
are now held by a large, respectable, intelligent, and powerful section of
the Iinglish people, clerical, medical, legal, scientific, or “ lay,” to afford
the best, nay the only possible solution of the hitherto unintelligible
problems of ontology, and it has followed logically, naturally, or of
necessity, that Spirmitualists ave denied the possession of the very
faculties of thought, reason, judgment, or belief; and that captious
objectors are now fres to diemiss the whole subject as frivolous and
detestable, denounce the most gifted instruments of its exhibition to
mankind, as * liars, rogues, cheats, impostors, and vagabonds,” or as
strangled snakes around the cradle of stereotyped fashionable mytho-
logy.

Spiritualism, with its majesty of fact, will ere long reduce the omni-
potence of prejudice to an innocent ery of ©* wolf,” since tha question of
questions for lawyers, parsons, doctors, peers, and peasanta—the problem
of problems which underlies all others that can possibly be tried by
judges and juries—is the ascertainment of truth in soul and spirit.: the
prosecution therefore of Dy, Moneck, whether righteous or unrighteous,
will present this question anew to the whole publie, and with undi-
minished interest to every citizen of the world.

Januvary lst, 1877. Winntan Hrreawax, M.D,

Mze. T. Browx writes: T will remain in the Chester-le-Street dis-
trict till Tuesday next, after which I will be at home till I go to Belper,
near Derby, on the 14th. I have several engagements in Chester-le-
Streef district and the North T will attend to on my return from the
South. Friends will please receive this as a reply to their pressing in-
vitations.—T. Browxs, fHowden-le-Wear, R.S.0. Durkam.

Vaccaryarion.—The fourth annual public meeting of the Anti-Com-
pulsory Vaccination snd Mutual Protection Society for Great Britain
and Ireland (establiched 1872), will be held on Thuraday evening, Jan.
11th, 1877, at the Quebec Hall, 25, Great Quebee Street, Marylebone
Road, near the Baker Street and Idgware Road Stations of the
Metropolitan Railway.—Chair to be taken nt half past 8 precisely.
Miss C. Leigh Huut, O. Pearce, Iisq., Mr. Burns, and others are
expected to address the meeting. The public are urged to attend, by
their presence to protest agninst a practice which is mainly the eause of
the present small-pox epidemic.—W. Young, 8, Neeld Pervace, Harrow
Road, W., Hon. Minute Sec.; J. W. Proupmay, 50, Elgin Road, 8t.
Peter's Park, W., Hon. Cor. Sec.

Srirnine Morvan DaproveMest Soctery.—At the usunl weekly meeting
of this society, held in the Masonic Hall, Thistle Street, on Wadnesday,
Dec. 20th, Mr. J. Todd, president of the society, in the chair, the
subject debated was: * Are the Modern Phencmena destgnated ¢ Spiritual
Manifestations ’ genuine #” Mr. John Macaulay led off on the affirm-
ative, and Mv. John MoNeil on the negative, The attendance of
members and ofhers was greatly above the average, and the debate was

A

entered into with apivit and ability, almost everyons tnklj!g part in it,
On the vote being tuken, the Chairman declared the negative carried by
a majority of 3, a number of members declining to vote. The result is
regarded by the friends of the new Causo as peculiacly gratifying. secing
that the majority against ia go small, and that & number did not venture
to give a vote.
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thizers throughout the country. We trust each and all will take a
large quantity of this special number and distribute them freely among
invesligators and others, that the world may know we are not ashamed
of our persecuted but gifted and honoured medium. We who have
heard and carefully investigated both sides of the question are assured
of his unblemished reputation as a medium and a gentleman. Wo
have sat with and tested bim in the severest possible manner, and in
every conceivable way, and among other things searching him thoroughly
both before and after his seances, and yet we have been favoured with a
vast variety of phenomena that give the lie most emphatically and com-
pletely to those who have set themselves the hopeless task of shaking
our confidence in him by untrutbs so apparent that a child may see
through them. Wa rejoice that he has had so gratifying a reception in
London, at Oldham, and elsewbere, and we trust his Defence Fund will
rapidly increase and that all true Spiritualists will send in their hearty
contributions, RiciiArRD BURRELL,
41, Parker Lane.
WiLtiax Browx, ,
40, Standish Street, Burnley.

.
OLDHAM CHRISTMAS GATHERING.

Mr., Editor,—Dear Sir.—On Christmas Day the Oldham Scciety of
Spiritualists held their annual tea-party and entertainment in the
Temperance Hall, Horsedge Street. DMrs. Stott, who has on several
occasions taken the sole responsibility of providing the necessaries,
again acted as the presiding spirit amongst the ladies who provided
the tea ; but where all did so nobly it were individious to make any
distinctions.

About four o’clock the visitors came trooping in, and commenced to
take their seats at the well-arranged tables, and by five o'clock some
230 were busy discussing the viands. DMany were the faces from a
distance, and very cordial were the interchanges of courtesies, “ A
merry Christmas to you” being heard on almost every hand. Mr.
Kershaw, assisted by an able staff, acted as master of the ceremonies,
and, in spite of the severe accident he has recently sustained, did his
duty well.

About half past six o'clock the company re-assembled, and took their
seats to listen to a long and well-arranged programme of vocal and
instramental musie, interspersed with recitations in the ILancashire
and Yorshire dialects. There is something piguante and racy in our
Lancashire pieces, which it would do our Loudon friends good to
listen to. The entertainment opened with the Christmas Hymn ; after-
wards the Fitton family sang some very pleasing part-songs, and re-
coived the hearty applause of the audience. The Jones family, of Hyde,
also sang some very choice duets, glees, and solos. Mr. Hall, the Lan-
cashire concertina player, favoured the meeting by rendering several
operatic airs on his instrument ; his performances seemed highly appre-
ciated. Mr. Haigh, the well-known Lancashire reciter, engaged epeci-
ally on this occasion, delivered some racy and sparkling recitations in
the Tancashire dialect, which provoked roars of laughter. Miss Garsed,
late of Sowerby Bridge, also recited a piece in the Yorkshire dialect,
the same young lady performing a eolo on the pianoforte as well, given
with much taste. 'A long programme was brought to a close about
half past ten o'clock by the entire audience singing * Auld Lang Syne.”

We noticed on the platform Mr. and Mrs. Butterfield, Mr. Buallock
(physical medium), of London, Mr. and Mrs. Wood, and several other
well-known Spiritualists. No speeches were made except the chairman's,
and the few remarks made by Mr. Barlow, the secretary, bearing upon

« the report. So far as catering successfully to the wants of the meeting
went, nothing was left to be desired. Everything went well—tea and
entertainment both. The only thing that tended to mar the happiness
of the meeting was the secretary’s report, which was a somewhat gloomy
one, as it showed much exertion on the part of the committee without
corresponding results pecuniarily. It appears the society stands some
pounds in debf, and the winding-up of the tea-party affairs has not
tended to reduce the debt, but has added to it by some few shillings,

The committee appear to have worked hard, gone in for getting the
best trance-speakers, and have not received that support they had a right
to expect. There are many ways of epreading the truths of Spiritualism :
one way is by hard, self-denying labour; another is by standing with
éour hands in your pocket. There are a great many of this class of

piritualists. However, * Nothing venture nothing win,” seems to be
the motto of the Oldham workers, and Mr. Kershaw, by his remarks,
seemed to think hopefully of the situation.

The gathering certainly could not be compared with the great meeting
of last year, but when all has been said on the point there is much to be
gratified at in the meeting of Christmas Day. Many friends met, and
were glad to see each other's faces, as well as compare notes, and the
social feeling was very much strengthened thereby. There were faces
absent who, no doubt, were present in' spirit, and o farewell from—
Yours truly, Sayvern H. Quarmpy.

31, Plane St., Oldham, Dee, 23.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.
LECTURES FOR JANUARY.

Sunday, Jan. 7, at 3 p.m.— Spiritualism not a Superstition.” At
7 pan.—* The Origin and Nature of the Spirit-World.” M. J. J.
Morse.

Monday, Jan. 8, at 8 p.m.—Brief address, closing with Questions. Mr.
J. J. Morse.

Sunday, Jan. 14, at 7 p.m.—** Spiritualism and its Crities.” Mr. J. J.
Morse.

Sunday, Jan. 21, at 8 p.m.—* Spiritualism and the Religion of Jesus.”
At 7 pm.— What is Man that Thou art Mindful ot Him?” Mrs.
J. Butterfield. :

Wednesday, Jan. 24, at 8 p.m.—Subject left open. Mra. J. Butterfield.

Sunday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m.—Subject to be announced. Mr. W. Westgarth.

Admission free. Collection to defray expenses.

Osimoany.—Elijah Stocks, of Churwell, passed on to the better land

aged 48 years, on December 29, 1876, He was an earnest and liberal
Spiritualist.

DISTRAMMELLED.
(CreAr TuE WAY Serigs. No. 7.)
“ Distrammelled of dim earth.”—SIIAKSPERE.
Curb not my being more,
But let me forth into the Infinite;
I fain would upward soar,
My soul with light of inspiration lit.

I cannot breathe the air

Of superstition pois'nous, foul and damp ;
O, hold me not—forbesr

My blent up-spreading energies to cramp.

My powers seek ne'er to crush

’Neath dogma, priest, and parchment-worship eld ;
Aloft, swilt-winged, I rush

From these atar—'gainst @/l I have rebelled.

Upon the earth I stand,

Yet wing me to star-spaces angel-trod ;
Dwelling in Summer-land,

On the broad bosom of the Father, God.

Tarewell, soul-props of old!

Ye swaddling-clothes of infaney, good bye!
I now the light behold—

Ah, rapture vast! it beacons me on high.

Unbind me from dim earth,

Give to my panting spirit range more free,
More wide—my soul’s new birth,
My being’s self (O bliss !) new-born I see.

I cannot speak this joy,

The glory limitless o’erpowers me now ;
Eternity’s employ

I greet—to further tell no words allow.

Curb ne’er my being more,

Let me sail out into the Infinite;
Still upward I would soar,

My soul with flame of inspiration lit.

W. Ograoxp.
RocupaLg, 3, Lower Tweedale Street.—On Sunday, January 7th, Mrs,
Butterfield, of Blackpool, will give two addresses—afternoon, 2.30,
evening, 6., at Dyson Elliott's, at the above address. All Spirituslists
invited. Collection to defray expenses.—Dysox Euvrorr, January 2nd.

Brrauxeray.—The annual siorée of the Spiritualists will be held on
Saturday, January 13th, at the Priory Rooms, Tea at 5 p.m. After-
wards a full and varied programme, in which Miss Longbottom, of

Halifax, will take part. Tickets—adults, 1s. Gd., children, 9d. After
tea, 6d. and 3d.

POPULAR INFORMATION ON SPIRITUALISM.

Or1GINAL REseArcuEs 1v Psvemonocy. By T. P, Barkas, F.G.8. 3d.

Ruues ror THE SprriT-Omrere. By MayA Haromvee, 1d.

Tnz Sprrir-Cirene AND Laws or Meorussare. By Ewua Harpivee. 1d.

Tus Pumosorny or Dmatin. By A.J. Davis, 2d,

Mepioys Axp Meprossinre. By T, Hazawn, 2d.

WHAT SpiriTuALIS} mAs TAvGHT, By Winnrax Howrrr, 1d.

Coxcernixg ToE Semir-Worrp., By J.J. Morse. 1d.

SpIRITUALISM AN Atp AND METHOD 0F HUMAN PrOGRESS. J.J. Morse. 1d.

A Scrextiric View or MopnerN SeiritvAnisy. By 1, Grast. 1d.

WAt 1s Deate ? By Juper Epyoxps. 1d.

Tnronore PArker 1N Seirir-Lire. By Dr. Winns, 1d.

Seirir-Mepruns Axp Coxaurers. By Dr. Sexvon. 2d,

SeIRITUALISM, THE BrBLE, AND TARERNACLE PREACHERS.
A Reply to Dr. Talmage’s * Religion of Ghosts,” 2d.

Tue Symparuy or Rericrons. By L. W. Hicensox., 2d.

Dearn, ¥ vk Licur or HarMONIAL Purnosorny. By Mes. Davis. 1d.

HAreD, Prince or Persta: His Eanrn-Lire Axp Seirrr-Live, Trance
Communications through B. Dveuin, by a Spivit who was
a_personal follower of Jesus. Illustrated with lithographs of
Direct Spirit-Drawings and many examples of Direct Writing. 10,

Arcava or Sernrtuavisy: A Manual of Spiritual Seience and Philo-
sophy. By Hupsox Tuvrrin. New Edition. 5s.

OurriNes o¥ Mopery SeiritvAnisy. By T, P. Bargas. 1s. 6d.

Rerorr ox Sptrirvarisy or i Coanurrer oF run LioNpoN DIALECTICAT

By J. Burns

Soctery. 5s.
EXPERIENCES OF A SEPTUAGENARIAN., By J. Juop, 1d.
Cramvoyaxcr, By Proressor Dinier.  4d.

London: J. Burxs, 15, Southampton Row, and all Booksellers,

2TV iy e 'Y e —
DR. DODS’ GREAT WORK ON MESMERISM,.
Now ready, in handsome illustrated cloth binding, two vols. in onej;
price 3s. Gd. (The original editions sell for 8s.)
The whole of Dods’ celebrated Tectures, embracing Six Tiectures on

THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERISM,

and Twelve Lectures on the

PHILOSOPHY OF ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY,
including the Tecture, worth all the money, entifled
“Tnr Secker REVEALED, 80 THAT ALL MAY ENOW HOW 10 HXPRRI-
MENT WITHOUT AN INSTRUCTOR.”
London : J. Burxs, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE, GRASMERE,
P. R. HARRISON, B.A,, Principal,
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MR. MORSE'S APPOINTMENTS.
NrewcAsTLE-oN-TyNE—Sunday, January 7. Qld Freemasons’ Hall,
Newgate Street. Afternoon, at 3; subject—* Spiritualism not a
Superstition.” Evening, at 7; subject—* The Origin and Nature of
the Spirit-World.” Monday, January 8, same ball. Ivening, at 8.
Brief Address, concluding with Questions. Sunday, January 14.
North of England Conference, 2t 10.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. TLecture
2t 7 p.m.; subject—¢ Spiritualism and its Critics.” Admission free.
Liverroon.—Sunday, January 21, Meyerbeer Hall, Hardman Street.
Morning, at 11; evening, at 7. Regular monthly engagement.
Brryixerax.—Sunday, January 28 ; also on January 30, and February 1.
GrasGow.—Sunday, February 11.
Maxcnester.—Sunday, March 25.
Societies desirous of engaging Mr. Morse's services for Sundays or

week nights are requested to write him, for terms and dates, at Warwick
Cottage, 518, Old Ford Road, Bow, London, E, r

QUEBEC HALL, 25, GREAT QUEBEC STREET, MARYLEBONE.
M.A.L.S.—ARRANGEMENTS FOR JANUARY.

The following lectures will be delivered in the above hall on Tuesday
evenings at 8 o'clock ; admission free ; discussion invited : —
Jan. 9.—Social Gathering of Members and Friends.

A varied and first-class evening’s entertainment will be provided at
the above hall on Tuesday, the 9th inst. The programme will consist
of voeal and instrumental solos, readings, and recitations; to conclude
with dancing. Refreshments will be provided.

Tickets 1s. each, for which early application should be made.

Jan. 16.—Mr. J. Burns—Phrenological examinations.
Jan. 23.—Mr. F. J. Wilson—* Comprehensionism.”
Jan. 30.—Mr. C. J. Hunt—* Spiritualistic Experiences.”

. :%n Friday evenings & public Discussion Class is held in this hall, at

Jan. 5.—Mr. F. J. Wilson—* The Existence of a Deity Mathematically
Demonstrated.”

dJan. 12.—Mr. Joseph Ashman—* Disease Cured without Medicine.”

Jan. 19.—Mr. C. J. Hunt—* Sources of Pleasure.”

Jan. 26.—Readings, recitations, vocal music.

Any person of either sex, desirous of investigating Spiritualism, may
become a member of this Association on payment of one shilling (the
quarter's subseription) in advance. The advantages are a library of pro-
gressive literature on cognate subjects, seances, &o.

VAccrsatron.—In the Registrar-Gleneral’s report on the small-pox
epidemic, I generally find the majority of deaths raported as “unvac-
cinated.” If this is so (and T dare scarcely doubt it) then vaccination
must be beneficial for this disease. Perhaps some of your readers can
throw light on the subject.—R. C., Westwick, Norwich, 1876.

HUMAN NATURE,
A Moxtnry Recorp or Zoistic ScIeNce ANp Porurnan AxTHROPOLOGY ;
Embodying Physiology, Phrenology, Peychology, Spiritualism,
Philosophy, the Laws of Health, and Sociology.
EDUCATIONAL AND FAMILY MAGAZINE,
Zn Ten Vols., Cloth, Ts. 6d. each. Monthly, price 6d. ; Post-free,Td.
Annval Subscription, Ts.

This sterling Monthly, established ten years ago ig the onl
Great Britain devoted to the study of Man )ou the ﬁ'l(;st, comprelw);u!lr\}c asiige iﬂ
is the oldest Anthiropological Pericdical in London. ?
“ IHuman Nature” embraces, as ity title
nown of Man, and, therefore, much that no other periodical would give publicity
0. Tt has no ereed or crotehet, but gives expression to all new fucts as they arise.
It does not matter what the new truth may be called—Phrenology or Psychology
;TISpil:;\tuuhsm olr Mutcrinlism—-Suci;-rlogy or Religion—Mesmerism or Hygiene,—
alike are welcome to its pages, if by their treg i igat 1
heavenly germ Truth may be ;'0\?;:(1. y their treatment and investigation that
““ Human Nature,” besides being an‘open organ, free toall who have a truth to
state in connection with Man, is regularly supplied with high-class Articles and
Reviews by eminent University men und students of special themes related to the
science of Man. It is not, howevey, a class publication, courting the suffrages of
the learned, and avoiding contact with the multitude. As its title implies
““ Human Nature ” knows no distinetion of position or pratension among its con>
tributors, but welcomes all alike—the peasant or the peer, the scholar or the
original genius, the poet or the logican, the rationalist or intnitionalist, are all
made free to express any fact or thought caleulated to be of use to Humanity, or
which will throw light on the facts of existence.
‘¢ Human Nature” appeals to all scientific discoverers or philosophi¢ thinkers,
whether as readers or contributors,

Londen : J. Burxss, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.

AN

implies, all that is known or can he

POPULAR SCIENTIFIC LECTURES.

MR. T. P. BARKAS, F.G.S.,
Begs to announce that he has arranged to deliver a Series of

SIX. POPULAR SCIENTIFIC LECTURES,

In the Lecture-room of the Mechanics' Institute,
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,

On the Friday Evenings of each week, commencing on Friday, Jan. 12, 1877,
Doors open each evening at 7 o'cloek : Chair to be tuken at 7.30; and, to prevent:
confusion, the audience is requested to be seated at that hour, The door will be
closed at 7.40, J
My. J. W. 8wan, Mosley Street, has kindly promised to lend apparatus for the

purpose of illustrating this Course of Lectures. )
Lecture IT.—Friday, Jan, 12, The Worshipful M:x‘\‘or will 'preside. Bubject :

« The Beientific Principles involved in raising the * Vanguard,’ and a criticism of

the methods proposed.” » et L
Teoture IT.—Friday, Jan. 19. = W. Stewarf, Esq,, Bherifl ot eweastio, l

prcseirlu. Subject : “‘,'E’nc:unmius: ov, the Laws and Properties of Air and other

Chgaos, withs TemAtee ghifhie Hav e 0 e A‘\l’; . Btephenson will preside

sture T[LL.—Friday, Jan. 26. Councilior . H. Btephen 4 g
Burljg:,rull : *“The Bn-uctiyx;-c and I-‘l’mc!.ious of the Brain and Nervous System, com

parative and human.” b A
TLeoture 1V.—Friday, Feb. 2. Councillor Thomas Forater will preside, Bubject:

“The Latest News from the Stars,”

Lecture V.—Friday, Feb. 9. Councillor H, W. Newton will preside. Subject :
“ Heat: its History and Philosophy."

Lecture VI.—Friday. Feb. 16. Alderman Gregson will preside. Bubject : ‘“Heat:
its Modern Applications.”

These Lectures will oceupy about one honr each, and, at the conclusion of each
Lecture, relevant questions will be answered, The Lectures will be illustrated by
diagrams and models.

Terms of Admission by Ticket, to be had of Mp. Barxas, Art Gallery, and
MR. BLAKE, 49, Grainger Btreet, and the Librarian of the Mechanics' Institute.

Front Seats, 2s. 6d. the Course. Unreserved Beats, 18, 6d. the Course.

M. BARKAS is desirous of having, as far as practicable, the same audience each
evening, as the Lectures will, to some extent, be consecutive,

As the Room will only seat about 500 persons, immediate npplié:ltion for tickets
is requested to prevent disappointment.

Should there be any available space for Casual Visitors to any Lecture, the ad-
mission will be for each Lecture—Reserved Seats, 1s,; Unreserved Seats, 6d.

SBEANOEE AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEX, AT THE SPIRITUAL
INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN.

SUNDAY, JAX. 7, Several speakers at Doughty Hall, 14, Bedford Row, at 7.

MONDAY, JAx. 8, Dr. Monck’s Committee, at 8. Bcottish Committee, at 8.

FRIDAY, JAN. 12, Mr. E. W. Wallis, at 8, I'rance Addresses and Answers to Ques-
tions. Admission 1s.

SEANCES AND MEETINGS IN LONDON DURING THE WEEK,
TUESDAY, JAN, 9, Mrs. Olive’s Beance. Bee advt.
Mrs. Prichard’s, at 10, Devonshire Street, Queen Bquare, at 8.
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 10, Mr. W. Wallace, 329, Kentish Town Road, at 8.

THURSDAY, JAN. 11, Dealston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. For
information as to admission of non-members, apply to the honorary
gecretary, at the rooms, 74, Navarino Road, Dalston, H.

Mrs. Prichard’s, at 10, Devonshire Street, Queen 8quare, at 8.
FRIDAY, JAN. 12, Mrs, Olive’s Seance, 15, Ainger Terrace. Bee advt.

MRS. BULLOCK’S8 HALL, 19, CHURCH STREET, ISLINGTON,

BUNDAY, Bervice. Doors open at 6.30. TUESDAY, Admission by ticket only.
8 o'clock. FRIDAY, Subseribers only, at 8 o'clock. For further informa-
tion address to Mrs, Bullock, 19, Church Street, Upper Street, dslington.

MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION OF INQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM,
QUEBEC HALL, 25, GI. QUEBEQC BT., MARYLEBONE RD.

BUNDAY, Seance at 7.30, Mrs, Hocker attends ; admission 6d. MoXpAy, Beance at
8; for Members only. TursDAY, Lectures and Debates at 8. WEDNEspAY,
Beance (for Members only). FRIDAY, Public Discussion Class, SATUR-
DAY, Seance at 8 ; admission 4d. Localand other mediums invited. Rules
and general information, address—W. O. Drake, G. I'. Tilby, Hon. Secs.
Admission to Seances by previous application or introduction,

EAST END SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, 8T. PETER'S ROAD,
MILE END.

SUNDAY—Evéning, at7. Trance Addresses. MoNDAY—Evening, at8. Developing

YCirc‘lg?:')s.ng. per quarter. WEDNESDAY—Evening, Open Circle, 2s, 6d.

per quarter, E, W. Wallis, Manager.

SEANOHS IN THE PROVINCEHS DURING THE WHEK,
SUNDAY, JAN. 7, KEIGHLEY, 10.50 a.m, and 6:20 pam., Ohildren's Progrestive
Lycenm =t ¥ a.m, and.2 p.m.

, Mr. W. Perks, 812, Bridge Street West, near Well 8
%L%;!{:jﬁ%ﬁ:i‘te%hﬂstim Bpirituﬁlista at 6.30 for 7, for Bplritunllauggf‘!.
Bowriye, Bpiritualists’ Mesting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m,

BrieuroN, Hall of Science, 3, Church Street, doors closed 6,30 p.m,
Bury, Assembly Room, Caok Street, at 2.30 and 6.30. /

CARDIFF, Frederick Street. Development at 11.30; d.ls‘courso at 6.30,
DARLINGTON Bpiritual Institution, 1, Mount Btreet, adjoining the Turkish
Baths, Pablic Meetings at 10.30 2.m. and 6 p.m.

GrIMSRY, at Mr, T. W. Asquith’s, 212, Victoria Street Bouth, at 8 p.m.
HArreax Psychological Soclety, Old County Court, Union Btreet, at?2.30
and 6,

LE1CESTER, Lecture Room, Bilver 8treet, at 10.30 and 6.30,

Liverpoor, Public Meetings at Meyerbeer Hall, at 11 a,m and 6.80 p.m
ToUGHBORY, Mrs, Gutteridge, Trance-medinm, Dene’s Yard, Fiurold
Terrace, at 6 o’clock.

MANCEESTEE, Temperance Hall, Grosvenor 8t., All Baints, at 2,30,

N EWOABTLE-ON-TYNE, at Freemasons’ O1d Hall, Weir's Qourt, Newgate
Btreet, at 6.20 for 7 p.m. Lecture.

NorrineEaM, Churchgate Low Pay t. Public
OxpmAx, Temperance Hall, Horsedge Street, at 6,
Ovrp Buiupox, Co-operative Hall, for Spirituelists only, at2.15; Public
Meeting at 6.15.

OgspTT CoMMON, WAKEFIELD, at Mr, John Crane’s, at 2 and 6, p.m.

OsseTT Bpiritnal Institution, Ossett Green (near the G. N. R, S8tation).
Lyceum, 10 a.m, and 2 p.m.; Bervice at 6 p.m.

BouTHSEA, at Mrs, 8tripe’s, 41, Middle Btreet, at 6.30.

HBowreey BRIpGE, Bpirituslist Progressive Lyceum, Children’s Lyceum.
10e.m.and 2 p.m, Public Mesting, 6,20 p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 9, CARDIFF, Frederick Btreet, at 7.30, Developing.
Physical.
BrockTox, Mesting at Mr. Freund’s, 2, Silver Btreet, at 8.15.
NEWCASTLE-0ON-TENE, Old Freemasons' Hall, Weir's Court, Newgate
Street. Beance at 7.30 for 8. For Members only.

BHILDOX, 155, Rowlinson’s Buildings, at 7.
WEDNEEDAY, JAN. 10, BOWLING, Bpiritualists’ Meeting Room, 8 p.m,

BiRMINGHAM. Mr, W. Perks, 312, Bridge Street West, near Well Btreet,
for Development.

KrIGHLEY, st the Lyceum, at 7,30 p.m., Trance-mediums, Mra, Lucas
and Messrs, Wright and Bhackleton.

LeeDs, 2, Skinner Street, near the Wellington Baths.
08sETT COMMON, at Mr. John Crane's, at 7.30,
SHILDON, at Mr. Anderson’s, Adelaide Colliery, at 7.
DIUBBDAY, JAN. 11, NEWCASTLE-ON.Tyxz, Old Freemasons’ Hall, Welr’'s Conrt
Newpure Street, BSeance at 7.30 for 8, For Members only.
Grvspy, at Mr, T. W, Asqnith’s, 212, Victoria Street South, at 8 p.m,
LiercesTrg, Lecture Room, Silver Btreet, at 8, for Development.
Nuw BHILDON, at My, John Mensforth’s, St. John's Road, at 7.

BHEFFIELD, 8, Holland izoles
tualists only. Road, Highfields, Developing O

FRIDAY, JAN. 12, OARDIFE, Fredevick Street, Disconraes at 7,80,

éting at 8.50 p.m.

Wednesday,

Spir -
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In handsome Cloth, 580 pp., 7s. 6d.

Sniritualist should secure a reading of Human Nature.
rticles,—some of them continued for several months.

An Appeal to Readers of Human Na-
ture, by ** M. A. (Oxon)”

Anthropological

Barlow’s, Mr., Last Love Poem

Brahminical Theology, The Essence of

Carpenter, Dr. W. B, on 8piritualism,
by Hudson Tuttle

Christianity ; Its Divine and Human
Elements

Clergy, The

Conscientious Dog, A

Critics, The, Comments on Mr. Barlow's
Reply :

Crowell, Dr., on Primitive Christi-
anity and Modern Spiritualism, by
“M. A, (Oxon)”

Dark and Fair Highlanders

Double Life

Eddy Medinms, The, by Robert Cooper

Eddf'. Horatio, Phrenologically De-
ineated

g
Eddf', W. Henry, Phrenologically De-
ineated
Edinburgh
The
Effects of the Bun on Lunatics
Elementary Spirits

Phrenological Museum,

Emanuvel Swedenborg, by Frank
Podmore

Fasting Girl, Another

“* Good Time Coming, The.”

Henry Wainwright on his Execution
and his Executioners

Immortahity, Victor Hugo on

Influence of Mind upon Body

HUMAN NATURE:

A MONTHLY RECORD OF ZOISTIC SCIENCE AND INTELLIGENCE,

EMBODYING

PHYSIOLOGY, PHRENOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, SPIRITUALISM, PHILOSOPHY, THE LAWS OF HEALTH,
AND SOCIOLOGY.

AN EDUCATIONAL AND FAMILY MAGAZINE.

The volume just closed contains a fine collection of Original and Comprehensive Articles by the best writers on Progressive
subjects. The volume is indeed a library of works on topics of great interest, such as cannot be found in other books. Evyery

CONTENTS OF VOL. X.—1876.

Intemperate, Reclamation of the; The
Diet Cure

Lightning and Lightning Conductors

Martineau, Mr., upon Modern Mate-
rialism, by George Barlow

Medicine in Ancient Egypt

Medical Work, A New |

Memorial from the Spiritualists of
Great Britain  to Marshal
MacMahon

Missing Link, The

Modern Miracle, A, by Frank Podmore

Movement for placing Works on Spiri-
tualism in Public Libraries

National Freeholds, by F.J, Wilson

New Evangelist, A,—Hafed

Notes on the Present Crisis, by ““ M, A.
(Oxon.)”

Occultism and Art Magic, by ““ M. A,
(Oxon.)”

Odic Force, or What ?

Philadelphia Convention, The: its
New Departure, by Hullson Tuttle

Physical Morality, by Frank Podmore

Planchette Mystery, The, by Wm.
IMishbough. Four Articles

Proposed New Anthropological and
Phrenological Society

Progressive Education, by P. R.

arrison. T'wo Articles

Rationale of SpiritiIntercourse, and the
Constitution of the Bpirit World,
by Frank Podmore

Re-Incarnation, The Theory of, by W.
¥. Kirby

Religion of Art, Mr. Barlow’s

Remarkable Boy, A

Reply to a Critic, by George Barlow

Science of a New Life, The, by Frank
Podmore

Shakerism, by David Brown., Three
Articles

Spirit Photography in the Ascendant

Spirit Photography, More About, by
“M, A. (Oxon.)”

Spirit, The, and its Circumstances

Bpiritualism, The Uses and Abuses of,
by M. F. Davis

Bwinburne, Mr., and the Fleshly Fever

Testimonial to A. J. Davis

Theosophical Society

Trans-Corporeal, Action of Spirit on
the, by *“ M. A. (Oxon.)” Two Ar-
ticles

Vegetarianism a N ry El t in
Social Progress

Walt. Whitman; or the Religion of
Art, by George Barlow

Walt. Whitman's Actual American
Position

Walt. Whitman, Mr. Barlow's Essay

on
Waste in Food, by Frank Podmore
Woman’'s Stratagem, A

POETRY—

New Heaven and a New Earth, A,
by 8. E. Bengough

Song of Freemasonry,

=

To Subscribers to the Meprunm for 1877, 5s.

In the Table of Contents given below, nearly all the entries represent long

POETRY—continued

In the Wilderness,
Taylor

Ode on the Insurrection in Servia, by
George Barlow

Play, by A. T. 8.

Prof. Blackie on Creeds

Brotherhood of Man, The, by Cora
L. V. Tappan

Jealousy of Art, The, and Art as a
Bride, two sonnets with a note, by
George Barlow

Marriage before Death, The, by
George Barlow

Sword and the Harp, The, by George
Barlow

Wreck of the Deatchland

Virgil's Fourth Eclogue, by A. T.

by Malcolm

Story
‘alt. Whitman, Poet, by George
Barlow
Without Haste, Without Rest
REVIEWS—
A Literary Phenomenon, ¢ Hafed ”
Astrology, Neptune's Almanac
Bolt and Win
Giant Orthodoxy, by Wm. Bennett
Iphigenia, and other Poems
Lectures on Mental Science according
to the Philosophy of Phrenology
Mrs. Tappan’s Discourses

Original Researches in Psychology,
by T, P. Barkas
A, by Prof. The Garden

Blackie

Whitaker's Almanao

London : J. Burys, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.

Now Ready—TFifty-Seventh Year,—

R:LI’HAEL’S PROPHETIC ALMANAC
and MESSENGER for 1877, Post-free, 7 Stamps;
or, with EpHEMERIS, 13 Stamps.

TLondon : CATTY & Dopsox, 1, Ivy Lane, B.C.

WHERE ARE THE DEAD?
OR, SPIRITUALISM EXPLAINED.
By Frepk. A. BINNEY.—PRICE 33,
London : J. Burxs, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

. _BRAIN PHENOMENA EXPLAINED.
MAE SLADE PROSECUTION.— The

Truth Vindicated.—Automatic Writing.
‘By Dr. CoLLYER.—Price 6d.

Tondon : T . Burxs, 15, Southampton Raw, Holborn.

Just Published, 2s. paper covers ; 3s. cloth,

LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE:

A SPIRIT-COMMUNICATION THROUGH A
WRITING-MEDIUM,
E.W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria Lane, London, E.C.;
Bold also by J. BURNS, 15, Bouthampton Row, W.C.

MEMORIAL CARDS FOR SPIRITUALISTS.
THOSE who are under the necessity of

printing a CARD in commemoration of the de-
parture of beloved friends to o spirit-life should send
for a specimen of a New Card printed in Silver and
Blue or Violet, with appropriate Verses. It is chaste
in design and beautiful in execution, and much more
in accordance with the views of Spiritualists than the
usual styles. A Specimen Card, price 2d.

London : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

X Miss Chandos Lieigh Hunt, x
: 17, Brosswick Square. W.C.

Cures, and enables hexr Patients to Eradicate, Cancer,
Consumption, Dipsomania, &c., &c., &c. Nervous and

.Infantile Diseases speedily removed. One Guinea per

consultation, or for Visit, OQne Guinea (within three
miles) ; postal treatment, Two Guineas per month,
Mesmerism, Healing, Magnetism, &ec., tanght—per-
sonally, Three Guineas; by post, One Guinea. Yree
consuitations, for the poor, between 10 and 11 a.m.,
Tuesdays and Fridays.

Bend for ‘“ Treatise on Organic Magnetism ” (post-
{free, 24d.) coutaining full description of the Uses and
Powers of “ O.M,,” and ¢ Synoysls of Instructions,”

** An interesting and able pamphlet. . . . Only
costs two-pence, and is exbaustive of the subject.”—
Kensington News, April 16, 1876,

DR. JAMES MACK,

MAGNETIC HEALER.
139, Fleet, St.; London, E.C.
DR. MACK begs to notify that upon re-

ceiving a description of the symptoms of un{
patient, he will refurn Magnetised Paper, with full
mstructions.—fee, Five Shillings. Renewal of Paper,
Two Shillings and Sixpence a sheet. For consultation
only, by létter,—fee, Two Bhillings and Sixpence,
Office hours from 9 till 1, and from 2 till 5. Free treat-
ment on Tuesdays and Fridays.

N.B.—Personal Treatment atjloflice, as per agree-
ment,

MAGL\E’I‘IC HEALING AT As DIS-
TANCE, by Fraxcis W. Moxck, 14, Wells
Terrace, Totterdown, Bristol.
for One Stamp. '

Particulars and Terms

R. C. E, WILLIAMS, 61, Lamb’s Con-
duit Street, W.C. At home daily from 12 till 5.

On Monday, Thursday, and Saturday evenings from
8 o'clock for Reception of Friends. Address as above.

FRPE SBEANCE FOR HEALING.

T MRS. OLIVE'S every MONDAY
MORNING at 11. No pdmittance after 11.15.

Mrs. OLIVE'S lfuinn_Smnces on Tuesday at 7, and
Friday at 3, are discontinued, but Friends ave received
at those hours as usual. On Wednesdays, at 7 p m.,
a Developing Beance for Spiritualists only ; also for
Private Consultations on the usual terms,

Numerous Testimonials to the value of Mra. Orive’s
varied powers (Clairvoyance, Tests, Healing, &c.) can
be seen by Investigators. Residence,—I15, Ainger
Terrace, King Henry's Road, N,W., close to Chaik
Farm Station.

R. J. J. MORSHE, INSPIRATIONAL

TRANCE SPEAKER, has returned to England,

and is now prepared to receive calls, as ususl, to lec-

ture in London or the Provinces. All letters to be

addressed to him at Warwick Cottage, 518, Old Ford
Road, Bow, London, B.

R. WILLIE EGLINTON, St. James’s
House, Walthamstow, Essex.

MR. DE CAUX,

Magnetic Healer and Medical
Galvanist,

Attends upon Patients at their own residence or at
his Rooms,—35, Alfred Street, Bedford Square, W.O.

} EALING MEDIUM.—MR. EDWIN

CLAFTON, Stors Mill, Ossett, near Wakefield,
begs to wotify that upon receiving a Deseription of
the Symptoms of nnhr Patient, he will retarn Magne-

tised Water, with full instructions. Consultations by
letter, free.

l‘ EDICAL MESMERISM AND GAL-

VANISM.—PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER
(30 Years Established) attends Patients, and may be
Consulted daily at his residence from 2 till 5.—
10, Berkeley Gardens, Camden Hill, Kensington.

YROFESSOR DIDIER'S ELEUTRO-
MAGNETIC MACHINES, for self-application.
These Instruments ave small, simple, portable, reguir-
ing no ucid, and lasting under any climate, Price
from 305, to 8 guineas. ritten Instructions given in
every case. At home only from 2 till 5.—10, Berkeloy
Gardens, Camden Hill, Kensington,

A SEANCE FOR INVESTIGATORS,
at Mrs. PRICHARD’S, 10, Devonshire Street,
Queen Square, W.C., Thursdays at 8 p.m.

ASTROLOGY. — PROFESSOR WIL-
SON may be Consulted on the Events of Life, at
103, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross. Personal Con-
sultations only. Time of Birth required. Fes, 2s. 6d.
Instructions given. Attendance from 2 till 8 p.m.

VENTRILOQUISM TAUGHT, person-

ally or by letter. Btamp for full particulars.—
VENTRILOQUIST, Hoxton.

HE BRITISH

Proficiency guaranteed.

ASSOCIATION AT
GLASGOW. Bee Reports of Discussion on
*‘ Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, and Spiritualism,”

Sept. 12, in which are mentioned various experiences
in PLANCHETTE WRITING.

HE “STURMBERG”
§ PLANCHETTE writes
peanswers to your thoughts.
2 Whetlier by “ Spirit Agency”

¥ or not, everyone should judge
- for himself. Of most Jancy
eorviichi~ steunsa  dealers, or of J. BTORMONT,
59, Constitution Hill, Birmingham. Full size, for
four hands, 8s., 5s. 6d., or 4s. 4d. ; second size, 2s,9d. ;
third size, 1s. 9d., post-free.

PAINLESS DENTISTRY.

. HOWARD GREY, Annet's Cres-

cent, 200, Essex Road, Islington, has had ex-
tended experience in Hospital and Private Practice.

Indestructible Teeth on Vuleanite, 2s. 6d.; on Coralite,
58, ; Sets from £3 3s, complete

F FUSEDALE, TAarLor AND DRAPER,
s has a2 splendid assortment of Autumn and
Winter Goods. An Immense variety of Seotch and
West of England TWERDS. A perfect fit guaranteed.
Everythingon hand, Visitors passing through London
supplied with goods on the shortest notice, at special
prices for cash.—8, Sonthampton Row, High Holborn.

HE “SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE."—A
Complete Set of this valuable work for sale, in

17 vols.—18680-76. 11 vols, bound, half calf, marble
edges ; the remaining 6 unbound. Price £7. Addvess
8. B. Firup, 13, Ampton Street, Gray's Tnn Rd., W.C.

PARISIAN LADY (a Spiritualist)

A who has for several years taught hier native lan-
guage in England wishes to obtain o SITUATION in .
a family where she could teach the children and
make herself useful in the housahold affitirs.—Ad-

dress, Madame T. M., 10, Devonshire Bireot, Queen
Square, W.C.

GENTLEMAN will Let to a res?ecb-
£\ able Family Three Bed-rooms, Two Parlonrs,
and Kitchen and Wash-house for board, cleaning, and
attondance.—Apply, by letter only, to D. H,, care of
J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.0.

OUTHPORT.—APARTMENTS,—Families

will find every comfort on reasonable terms.
—AMrs. Davisg, Fern Lea, 96, Sussex Road,
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Now Ready, in One handsome Volume, price 5s.; Presentation Edition, fine paper, Ts. 6d. :

ON MIRACGCLES

Post-OrricE ORDERS oN ‘ Hiax HorLnorN.”

AND MODERN SPIRITUALISI.

THREE ESSAYS,

By ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE,
Author of “The Malay Archipelago,” ¢ Contributions to the Theory of Natural Selection,” &e., &ec.

I. Ay AxsweErR 10 THE Arcusests or Hume, LEcxy, AND Orners

AGAINST MIRACLES,

IT. Tue SCIENTIFIC ASPECT OF THE SUPERNATURAL—

1. Introductory.
2. Miracles and Modern Science.

3. Modern Miracles viewed as Natural Phenomena.
4. Od-Force, Animal Magnetism, and Clairyoyance.
5. The Evidence of the Reality of Apparitions.

Amberley, Lord, on spiritual phenomena and the
character of mediums.
Animal magnetism.
Antiquity of man, evidence of, long denied or ignored.
Apparitions, evidence of the reality of; date of a War
Office certificate shown to be erroneous by; at
the “ 0ld Kent Manor House.” -
Atkinson, H. G., experiment with Adolphe Didier.
Aymar, Jaques, discovery of a murderer by.
Baring Gould, on Jagques Aymar.
Bealings Bells. ) . X
Beatie, John, his experiments in spirit-photography.
Bray, Charies, testimony to clairvoyance. His theory
of a ““thought-atmosphere ” unintelligible,
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The Arcana of Spiritualism :
handsome cloth.
spiritual literature, and
studied by Spiritualists.

sice 58, ; to Depositors, 3s. 6d. ; post free, 43. ; stz copies, 21s.
a Manual of Spiritual Science and Philosophy.

This most comprehensive work has been thoroughly revised by the author. Itis one of the moa_t in.tellectual examples of
presents a view of the subject contained in no other work, It explains the phenomena ecientifically, and should bs

By Hupsox Turrie. 450 pp.,

In the Press. Price 2s. ; to Immediate Subscribers, 1s. 6d.

Leaves from My Life. By J. J. Morsz, with Photographs of the Author and his Spirit-guide. The volume will

cc_mtn.in an account of the Author’s development and carcer as a Medium, with many instructive illustrations and instances of Spirit Commu-
nion, A unique work on the Higher Phenomena. .Also containing various select Orations delivered in the Trance. Handsonie cloth.

Lzpected from America shortly, price 12s., to Depositors, five copies for 50s.
Ghost-Land : or, Researches into the Mysteries of Occult Spiritism. By the Author of « Art Magic” 1llustrated by

e geries of Autobiographical Papers, with extracts from the records of Magical Seances, &c., &e. Translated and edited by Eyusa HarpINGE-
Brrrrey,

: In preparation. Price 2s. Gd., or 18s. per dozen.
The Spiritual Lyre, with Music to all the Hymns. The Editor will be glad to receive from correspondents suggestions
as to any Hymns that may be introduced into the New Edition ; also Tunes in as great variety as possible. Cloth binding.
In preparation. Inglisk Edition, 7s. Gd. ; to Depositors, 5s., post free, bs. 6d. ; American Edition, 12s. .
Startling Facts in Modern Spiritualism. By N. B. Worre, M.D. 550 pp., with many Engravings, Photographs,
Disgrams, Spirit-writings, &e. A most comprehensive and elegant work.
Iinglish FEdition, complete, 10s. Gd., post free ; to Depositors, three ccpies for a Guinea.
Modern American Spiritualism. A. Twenty Years’ Record of the Communion of the Barth with the World of
Spirits, By ExyA Harvmioe-Brurres. This is an opporbunity which should not be missed of obtaining this valuable work at a low price.

Parts I. to 1V. now ready, 2. 6d. each. Vol. I, at Christmas, price 10s. 6d. ; to Depositors, four copies for 81s. 6d.

a ig: an Attempt to Draw Aside the Veil of the Baitic Isis; or, An Inquiry into the Origin of Tanguages,

An‘ﬁg?f}nyspﬁhs Religions. By Goprrmy Hicains, ., F.S,A.! F.R.Asmt.Sge.. F.R.Ast.Soc. (late of Skellow Sirgs, v Doncsster), Thiy
n]l'l'/lli“('.‘d','ﬂ. work has always been scarce, but ia now out of print, Copies in two huge volumes have sold fraely at prices ranging from five to
fifteen guineas, o be completed in 16 Parts,
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