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medium®and spirit-photographer. As Rditor of the Revue Spirite hie' could not omit to piblish some of these certificates
-+ with'the' accompanying pkotographs, as proofs and argiaments in favour of the doctrine of which he was a devoted advocate,
espocially when he was urged by his Spiritialist’ frigndsito do 86, And the whole of the offence charged against him was
that of having published about'a dozen of these, thatiis to say, one in-éach Tunber of his ronthly réview for about & year !
And if'a small commission was charged for the sale of -these  portrait tavds,’ as specimens of thig strange phenomenop, at
 the “ Librairie Spirite,” of which he was the manager, as & central goint of ‘reunion-of the Frendh” Spirituslists, noth
we respectfully submit, was-more natural or more legitimate. And yet this was the glender .founidation for the arrest ¢
M. Leymirie by the policé-on the charge of complicity with Buguet, in the frauds which the latter was detected in practising
in the fabrication of a porfion at least of his portraits ! , - ‘
- Buguet took too many incontestebly genuine spirit-photographs in London to leave It possible for us to doubt the
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reality of his mediumship. Unfortunately he could not take many genuine ones in & day, knd ofién the force or faculty-

so far failed him that he could not take any. The need and thirst of money then tempted him into 'sysfém By which he
could su ple‘ment with fraud his insufficient and variable power as a medium, and save his fuiling laablth n the exercige
it. In tgns system of fraud he was detected and 'mestedp by the police. Of a.feeble nnture and lttle niosal se
torture of solitary imprisonment, and suggestioiis and persuasions from quarters which are unkagwh 16 us, iind W
abstaih.ﬁdmfﬂmﬁihgyupon,' led him o bqﬁpva' that he would find indulgence and wafsty in eo-opbrating. twith
preju

diss against Spivitualism which existed in the police and the magistiacy. He thus adopted the system of vép
Spirituslism, and even of becoming a false witness against M. Leymarie, the Editos of the Rewue 8, itite, and the pr
recognised leading person in Frerich Spirituslism. He thus deceived and misled the maglstrates gad he judgesy porstati
that system even before the Coirt of Appeal, still believing that by this system he was to escape tht imp

pordla
v \ rigonment ¥
he dreaded like death, Sixtesn days after his definitive condemnationi he proceeded to Brussels, ~“Onee ‘In’ safet
remorse fﬁ?&ﬁt@d:};ﬁs detter of full rotyagtatign, dated 27th Beptemmber, 1875, addressed fo the Minjster of
France, it whi

‘which he cxplains how he hgd been tempted and terrorised into the falsghoods he now abjurdd, andin Which he

bears'full testimony to M. Teymarie’s innoesnce of .any knowledge of his trickery, Nor can it he pretendsd that this
retractition was not sincere and true, for it is in full accordance with his own long antecedent létters to M. Leymarie,
which were produced on the trial, though unfortunately (and erroneously, as we think,) they were “excluded” from the
cage, notwithstanding the conclusive evidence which they presented of M. Leymarie’s' mnocence.

It is not to be wondered at that magistrates and judges, unacquainted with Spiritualism, should have been misled
by Buguet’s falsehoods, even though he did not after all go further, when pressed a little closely, than to say that he had
.always « believed” Leymar o to have known that he practised deception. But it is manifest that if they had had this
retractation before them before they rendered their sentence it would have been impossible for them to have done other-
wise than give M. Leymarie ari honourable acquittal. * Benl e e i

Unfortunately the Court of Cassation “takes cognisance only of defects of formality, in the anterior proceedings,
not of the merits of the case, nior of the justice of the sentence, nor of testimony subsequently coming to light, such as
is contained in Buguet’s retractation, confirmed as it is by his anterior letters. No remedy seems to exist in such a case,

to prevent the consummation of a cruel injustice, except in that high prerogative of grace which the law places in the

worthy hands of your Exzcellency, and the exercise of which we venture thus humbly to invoke. , .
‘We do not ask your Excellency to accept our doctrine, with which it is little probable that your Excellency can
have had the opportunity of becoming acquainted, though the sovereigns of certain other great nations well know it to be
true, as did also the late Emperor of the French. 'We only solicit the remedy of an act of unfortunate injustice into
which the hanourable magistracy of France has been misled by perjury, subsequently retracted by its author. And we
venture to submit to your gracious consideration that if it is allowed to be carried into execution, there are many millions
of honest and intelligent persons in all the countries of the civilised world, each one of whom will feel wounded in the
person of a victim and martyr, guilty only of the ¢rime of enthusiasm for a great truth, and for a religion in which all
religions can meet and harmonise ; while on the other hand, from all their hearts, if the prayer of this Petition is granted,
will rise an incense of ghateful admiration, and of prayer to the supreme Serrrr of Spirits for the prosperity and great-
ness of France; and for the still brightening lustre of that ancestral British name which in her service your Excellency
has made so glorious, . s N G i ' BT ' ~

g of

We received - from-Madame Leymarie fifty -copies of: the
“Procds des Spirites,” which were repeatedly announced in
the Meprum,  The minimum price was stated: to be two ghil-
lings, We dold thirty-two copies to the following purchasers,
at the prices named :— - o Tl

el 8
‘Mr.8.C.Hall ... ..
‘Mr. John Fletcher ...
Mrs. Popham
Mr, Parsons.... ... .
Mr. Podmore ..

Ha b0 B

Mr,C. Reimers(2copies) O -
0

.. Craig... ... .. 0
Mr. Selwood (six copies) 0:1
Progressive Library (two .- "~

copies) ... 7,

2
2
2
4
2
2
2
4
2

0

cCowooRRwRHOBTMm oo

ooCcHO
Py
|-

£51

The whole amount has been forwarded to Madame Leymarie,
without any deduction whatever. . - s e

“We have still on hand eighteen copies, which may be had, on
application, for two shillings, postage extra. It is quite‘a large
volume, and full of excellent.evidence as to-the fact that Buguet
obtained genuine spirit-photographs, and other facts in favour
of Spiritualism are numerously stated. ,

THE, MEMORIAL ON ACCOUNT OF M. LEYMARIE TO
- - 43S EXCELLENCY MARSHAL MACMAHON:
. The-following admirable su%gesﬁons for completing memorials
have been. communicated to us by Mr. Chinnery :— ‘

¥ Tl%fhg }%thgr.—Dear Sir,—May I suggest that in canging‘ out
the” Memorial it would be as well to observe the following formula :
"'l.L—"-VTWb of the foremost believers in the various towns should
w;ﬁxt' h}joﬂ the brethrbh Spiritualists and obtain from them as many
48 possible appended signatires to the fiy-sheet. o

- 3+=After the completion of signature, then the two collectors |.

should obfain, by peragnal attendanee

: 3 upon the mayor, his signa-
ture and spal to the declaration herein, o 1

d.
0
0
9
9
6
6
9
6
0
b

#We hereby declare that we have witnessed the signatures of the
persons whose nameés are appended herein,” It may be that the
clerk to the mayor may suggest the more lengthy legal declaration
insubstitution of oaths, Inreference to that possibility, the wording
of thedeclaration should be left out until the interview with him
or the magistrate, - - S R :

B3.—After the due collection of the documents from the various
towns ghall “be made, they should' be submitted: to the French
Chancellerie here,. for- the French stemp- of office: that is, if a
number of collective signatures can come under one stemp ; if not,
they may be-gsent to France without.—Yours faithfully,

.142,.Strand, Dec. 22nd,1875; -~ = S, CHINNERY.

~To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Will you allow me a little space in

' your first number to say a fow words in favour of the Memorial to be

sent to Marshal Maemahon. It is of the greatest importance that the

-Spiritualists of England, as well ag those of other countries, should,

by giving their signatures, affirm their belief in the communion with
the apirit-world. Thess lists being covererd with some thousands of
names, may have a great influence on the heart of the worthy
President of the French Republic. At all events in this critical
moment, when the black hand is trying to put down every advarce
of progress and light, it is highly necessary for Spirituslists to
unite their forces agminst those who were the. authors-of the
Inquisition and the instigators of numberless murders and crimes,

.| 1 say then, Spiritualists, sign, all, without hesitation; itis your sacred

duty in the fight of truth against falsshood and tyranny.
~ JoN. T, MARTHEZE.

—————

MR. MORSE IN THE PROVINCES.

Societies and Spiritualists in the provinces desirous of securing the
sorviges of the above widely-known and popular trance speaker are no-
tified that he will leave London at the end of the present month on a
leoturing tour northwards. - Arrangements are pending for visiting Liver-
pool, Wolverhampton, Birmingham, Darlington, Newcastle, Glasgow,
and other pointa, ~ All letters to be directed to him, Warwick Cottage,
01d Ford Road, Bow, London, SR

Tarungron  Harr, 90, Cmmcnﬁmm, Panpmarox, — Thursday,

‘| Deo, 30, “ Oriticisms on the Objections to Spirimalinn,”

o of .
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A RELIGIOUS OUTLOOK.

AN INSPIRATIONAL ADDRESS BY Mms, Qora L. V. TapPaN,
DELIVERED AT OHicAo, ILL, Sunpay, Nov. 147w, 1876.

Friends,—We have chosen for the theme of our discourse this
afternoon g few thoughts on the present aspect of religion in Europe
and America, from the standpoint of Spirituslism. ‘Just now
your attention is somewhat called to the wave of religious thought
that-is beginning on the Atlantic coast in this country. . We refer
to what is usually called and considered among you a8 a revival of
religion. The same wave has lately. swept over England. ~ Un-
fortunately or fortunately, whichever way you may consider it, this
wave of religious revival applies to- the ‘churches in'themselves..
The recent revival in Gireat Britain has been a revival among the
denominations of Christian religions, and as:such’it offers ample
proof of some kind of religious power in that country. The pre-
sent wave of religious thought beginning in the Atlantic cities
affords proof of some kind of religious fervouf there. i

What kind it 3 we hope to be able to show you in the course of
these few remerks, = But first we must present to you'a brief out-
look of the religious aspect in the old world.. Youare aware what
the condition of Rome is, that, deprived of temporal power, she is
secking by all possible means to reinstate herself by enlarging her
spiritusl domains mainly by the emissaries she employs in other
countries—emissaries acting: under her orders, and obeying her
instruetions,  England -is at ‘present-the  ohjective point of ‘the
operations of the Ohurch of Rome, - Whey you  remember
that the ex-premier . considers it necessary ‘that 'he shall write
a religious pamphlet in- England -in order to. stay the -pro-

ess of Roman- Oatholicism there, you may:consider the present
18 & serious time, and that. the aspgct of religion in England is-not
so favourahle to Protestantism: as, perhaps, she would have you
imagine. - When Mr. Gladstone believes it necessary, after fulfill-
ing the functioxs: of his office, to -write definitely ‘and decisively
concerning the preservation of the entire Protestant Church from
the encroachments of the Roman Uatholic power; they are encroach-
ments that are worth ¢onsidering; and are dangerous to the Church:
‘When the principal statesman of Europe: considers' it his duty to
instruct his monarch; the Emparor William, to° employ the. force
of the army of Germany for the purpose of preventing Jesuitical
offerings and ceremonies in that empire, you may consider-that the
Roman Catholic power - is a power that 1s still dreaded ; and when
the same monarch’ considers- it his: duty to say: that-he is the
authorised champion of phe Protestant Church, and that he; under
(tod, is permitted to uphold it;.and that he upholds it by asking
the whole of Europe to-arm theémselves upon & war basis'in a
time of peace, you'may lnow that the Roman Catholic Church is
still & power that the Protestant” Church »an'rs. ~:And when: Pro-
testant Europe is obliged to put hei armies on-a war footing in
time of peuce to protect herself against the open encroachments of
her aracient foe, you may consider that the religious aspect isserious

For the most part; religion in-Europe' is divided: into Roman
Catholic, Protestant, and %issenters. Roman Catholicism, as you
know, preveils in the southern part of Europe, while Protestantism
prevails in the northern and. western parts. = o iy

But, with. Renan'in Trancs, Strauss in Germany, and Colenso in
England, variously interpreting the Seriptures, and holdly challeng-
ing established religious thought in Europe, the Church is chiefly
in danger from its own dissensions; more-than from the bold forms
of speech and pen which have léd these men in their various ways
to wield such power. ' SERN S

Youunderstend. that Strauss,in Gerniany, is the ripening culmi-
nation of a school of thought of which Kant and his followers
were the beginning. He has not only challenged the entire system
of Protestant interpretations of the Seriptures, but the very founda-
tion of those Scriptures themselves.
in France has holdly published in & Roman Catholic” country, not
only a work on the religion of Christianity, and the life of Jesus,

which in itself is' more hold than most- Protestant utterances, but.

interprets in a quite different way from the usual methods of reli-
ious interpretations many of the principal foundations:of Roman
atholic and Protestant faith. i L
You understand that Bishop Colenso, in England, has challenged
the interpretation andtranslation.of many portions of -the Old
Testament, and he is-a confessed bishop . of that Church; although
he declares that mistalzes in the present version of the Protestant
Bible are sufficient to produce an entire revolution in the religious
_ world if that boolr were properly interpreted. - . . oo
You will compreh‘endlj 150, -that the various divisions in the
Church itself  threaten her overthrow in England. - That is, the
State Church is divided into three clagses, namely, the Rituslistic

Church, which simply elasps hands with the Pope 'at  Rome, and

many of whose clergymen have secret orders from the Pope; in
other words, that the High Church of England, as it is called, is
but a modified form, indeedscarcely a modified form,: of Roman

Catholicism. ~ The Low Church is as bitter and vindictive as it |

ever was in its ‘opposition: to Roman Catholic:power, but is tied
hand and foot between Ritualism, which is'the Roman Catholic
branch of the Episcopal Church, and Broad Churchism, which is
the branch of infidelity within the Church of England. = . =
For you must know that Broad ' Churchism- in: England means
the right to believe anything that ome chooses if he does not ex-
press it in too- plain- and hold a manner sgainst the Thirty-
nine Articles,

‘ow understand -that Renan-

e majority of the English" Churchmen and

in the right ofm{xrivate'interpretationsiof the Scriptures and the

right . of mental reservation when they speak: of the Thirty- -
nine Articles of their creed; consequently infidelity in this
mild form has more sway in ZEngland within-the Church than
materialism has out of it.. This form of religion is generally
represented in the highest places of the Church. Dean Stanley
in- Westminster Abbey does not enuncinte creeds and formulas
of the Ohurch, but contents himself with speaking of the practical

‘duties of -life, and expressing -mild . forms of infidelity that in

another age and another time would have sent him, perhaps, to
the block or stake. " The various clergymen in the fashionable por-
tion of London and England avow their belief in the right of
private judgment instead of enunciating: doctrinal sermons, and the
result is that.all through society the tendency is to remain within
the Ohurch, and to makethat Church as much as possible a cloak
for every formi of private opinion. . .~ e

It is convenient to have a State Church for that reaspn, since
the State Church expels no one except for open and avowed infi-

“delity ; and 8o long as the country parson ‘or ‘curate’ confine them-

selves to what their congregations will tolerate, and so long as the
bishop. does not. discover -anything that is openly-infidel to the
doctrines of the Church, the clergymen of the Church” of England
are securs  in their livelihood and are ‘secure in their private
judgments, which, of course, is something that cannot be claimed
in almost any body - of Protestant Dissenters in the world: This
sweeping and general spirit of what mightbe considered infidelity
if it were in another age ‘and -time, is the prevailing tendency of
the thought in" Great Britain to-day; but the divisions between

‘High and Tow Church, between ‘Ritualistic ‘and Broad: Church,

are such that the very structure of the- State religion: is all the
time: on the verge of falling, and it is only & question of time how
long the very foundations -upon which it is based may endure. = If
all were Brond Churcl, or all were Ritualistic, or all were Low
Churchmen, the Church of England might remain until the country .
iteelf were dissolved ;- but as it is, she ias ~more- to- fear from in-

ternal than from any external enemy.that may be brought to bear
on her.. .- The present enemies of the Church of Englan’('l, and of the
Roman Catholic. Church are the various Dissenting bodies and the
Free-thinkers. - The Dissenting bodies consist -of ‘the four- Protes-

“tant ~ denominations, except the Protestant Episcopal Church.

They are -Wesleyans, Lutherans; Calvinists, and the various other
hodies that in different portions of : England are alive to the fact
that their opportunities consist in the divisions within the Church.
The Wesleyans of Iingland-are a:liberal, active, intelligent, and
sincere body of worshippers. . They know: their opportunities, and
they talie advantage of them. - They build- up in all sections of
‘the provinces where I'ree-thought is-encouraged ; and wherever
the parish church enforces her rates or 'rents:too rigotously, the
Dissenting hodies male that place the scene of augmented power.
But another, and a chief enemy, is the enemy called Free-thought.
You will remeémber that the school that Bentham originated about
o half or three-quarters ‘of - a century ago has ripened and culmi-
nated in- such " minds as-John Stuart Mill, Professor Tyndatl,
Herbert Spencer, and the score of other minds that sway England
to-day by their-scientific and literary attainments. . You will re-
‘member that this'school of thoughtcontrols the leading periodicals
of England: - You will remember that this school -of thought con-
trols the scientific minds of England, and. that even within Cam-
‘bridge and: Oxford: the professors of all :the branches ‘of science
and learning are secretly or avowedly. the allies of John Stuart Mill,
Mr, Huzley, Dr. Carpenter, and Professor Tyndall.

What is-the prevailing tendency of English thought to-day—
and English thought'governs the English-speaking world, and: ‘the
English-spesking world girds the earth -about with & score or more
colonies, each one. of which forms a commercial centre—is, there-
fore, the leading thought in:the world, #.e., the thought of English
minds. - These minds. are “openly:or silently materialistic. These
minds are’ really: indifferent as ‘to- the subject of religion. Mr.
Herbert Spencer daclares that it is impossible for any,buman being
hereafter, to know anything about God or the humen'soul; or the
that it belongsto the * region of the unknowable,” and therefore Mr.
Herbert Spencer is the only man in the world that knows anything

ahout it, since he pronounces- this-opinion.: - Mr. Tyndall believes
-that such subjects should not - form: thgoecupation ~of the present
life ; that it will be quite sufficient when the future is attaiped to
know what it is like. Mr.: Huxley does not avow any opinion, but
he'says that he does not realiss any: interest whatever in knowing
whether a-man lives beyond this life or not. " That whole class of
‘minds have arrayed themselves, hy their indifferencs or open ex-
pressions of lack of faith, against any form of religious thought ;
and you have heard in-America the expression of the culmination
of another form of materialism in the person of Charles Bradlaugh,
-who says that whoevet. believes.in God will believe in any kind
“of superstition; * With Mr. Bradlaugh among the working-men,
and Professor Tyndall and Herhert Spencer and their allies leading
‘the thinking mind. of England, you will understand what position
religious thought must occupy in that land, where religion itself is
made simply a convenience 1n its form: of established and ecclesi-
‘astical worship.. . The truth is, that without any new or added life
~~without any fresh spiritual inspiration—unless something were
vouchsafed to the thinking minds of the world—English thought
would lead the English-speeking nations from any religious thought
‘whatsoever; and that the tendency. of all written expressions on
that subject on the other side of the Atlantjc is to detxlP with things

actusl and material as seen in the outer ®orld, leaving the spiri-

. of English church-going people are Broad Church. They believe

tual nature unfed, unre‘cognisgd; that the ,whole foundation of the-
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. achools—although theology is rigorqusly taught—ia to enforce the
world’ of facts and leave the world of intuition unknown; that
with this tendency nothing could possibly prevent the prevalence
of materialism as the abiding thought in England, unless there
were some visitation of a gpecial power. To this end the Tissent-
ing and Low-Church bodies of England recogrised with pleasure
and triumph the visit of the Anierican Revivelists to their
shores. For once they forgot their differences, buried their de-
nominational quarrels, consented to unite in public prayer-meet-
ings, and visit asylums and Rospitals to sing with the children:for
the purpose of destroying the common enemy. For once they

. were willing to forget that their fathers were Covenanters, or

Puritans, or Quakers, or Protestents, or Roman Catholics, and
joined hands and voices in the united services.of the Revivalists’
meetings. But the Revivalists' meetings left England much where
they found it; with the Church itself perhaps & little: revivified,

but with none of the Tyndalls, Spencers, Huxleys, or any.other.

materialistic minds whatsoever converted. ~No appreciablg differ-
ence -‘was shown in thought and working:of the intelligent class of
England. - No appreciable difference was seen in the_tenor of the
public articles of the press; no one was converted who was boldly
a materiulist, or who was secretly indifferent . to the subject of reli-
gion. The Church itself may have had 'a little more vigour and
power, there may have heen some reconversions made ‘of ‘those

who were already supposed to be saved ; but, for the most. part;
the souls of England remained, so.far as.the Revivalists were con- |

cerned, in-precisely the same condition: that they were before. - A
- fow more were added to the list ‘of insane from:the excitement of
psychological power, & fow more manifested zeal in orphan asylums
and in singing ‘hymns for:the Sunday-schools, but, as we stated,
the thought of England has not been xyx&preciably affected.. Three
or four years ago the manifestations of Modern Spiritualism: created
such attention in Great Britain and in Europe that it was thought
necessary to devote some time to them. -Mr. Huxley was invited,
with & number of scientific men, ‘of ‘whom Mr: Varley and Pro-
fessor Orookes and Mr. Wallace were the ‘chief -representatives, to
join the investigations.  Mr. Huxley said; “I am quite indifferent
to the subject. One.does mot always wish to .eit in. a telegraph:
office or a post-office. - Even if it is true, I 'do not see how 1t can
affoct us.” ‘Then thess scientific. men who:wished to make: Mr..
Huxley their coadjutor proceeded: with the investigation, which
ripened in the report of a' minority of the committee before the
Dialectical’ Society. of Great-Britain, in' which this. intelligent
sub-committee declared, after publishing on " thres hundred pages
the results of their investigations, that they considered the subject
one which acientific men ‘could not. afford to pass by with impunity
—resulting in the conversion of ' Mr, Crookes, and Mr. Varley, and
Mr. Wallace, each of whomin' his special sphere occupies one of
the most prominent }s)ositions in the world of science. ™ = i ¢
The Academy of Sciences in St.-Petersburg have. considered it
necessary to appoint & committee, of whom -Professor Wagner is
one of the chiefest, to investigate the manifestations of Spiritualism,
and they report’that they lkmow what they are dealing with;
that they are dealing with facts and manifestations appealing to the
hilosophical nature ‘of man, - In the Academy of ‘Sciences’ in
ce, before the present regime: made freedom: of expression ‘of
thought impossible, there were.also investigations and advances on
the subject of Spiritualism ; but since the- present regime there
seems to be a relapse into the days of religious persecution, for one
of the leading editors of a spiritual journalhas been'imprisoned and
soveral mediums have been subjectei to the severest censure without
oven the formula of ‘a trial. - But France is proverbially fickle, and
she rebounds from these severe -extremes of religion to tlie severer
extreme of infidelity or liberality. ~“We must always expect those
things upon her soil, at least for the present century. =~~~ -
e know now the meaning of the various degrees of scientific
thought in their. application to the subject, for scientific men have
in Great Britain taken the trouble to investigate and express their
opinions to the world, and: the result'is, as Mr. Huxley: was forced
to confess, after the committee had reported;in whose investigation
he refused to join, that #if these things are true, it bridges over the
chasm between science and religion, it affords the only reconcilia:
tion that the world is  seeking between. philosophy and revealed
religion to man;” if these.;things, as reported by twelve known
scientific men, are to be recognised, they form the basis of another
line of thought which Grest Britain is now beginning to recognise,
namely, that the only successful barrier between the encroachments
of materialism and the decay of all forms of religion is that which
is presented by Spiritualism in its present form. S
e present aspect of spiritual thought in Great Britain js,
therefore, most encouraging. Men in high places recognise  the
importance of the manifestations, and have published those mani-
fostations to the world with their own conclusions. The clergymen
in the Church of England have felt the approach of this wave, and
they hail it with joy as the only safeguard for religion itself. Dean
Stanley in Westminster Abbey has preached a sermon upon the
future, life, in which he seid, “If the manifestations recently

occurring, and now lmown in the world, are true, they present a |

Imowledge of the future state which I think the Deity intended us
to learn long ago.” .The Rev. Mr. Haweis, in one of .the principal
churches in London, declares that he believes in the present form
of spiritual manifestations as being a revival of the gpcient forms
of religion and religious inspirations, and that he believes in the
presence and power of ministering departed spirits.
* [The statements of factin this [ ; whi
[Th pan'ligmph ave rather confused, which rn?; be

-due to the reporter. 'We have reprinted the disco from the Banner ht
R i esphioad Jowma e By disoourse from the 7Ly

Those are the facts which, gradually working their way into
.scientific and religious circles, must stay the tide of infidelity and
of materialism in both countries. '

Deceive yourself a8 you will, even with, all the temporal pros-
perity that the various forms of religcl)us denominations have in
your midst, excepting there be a rekindling of the ancient*fires,
religion in American, too, must follow in the wake of English ma-
terialism and die.. The prevailing thoughts in America are not
religious. - The -majority of the people do not belong to’any
denomination. ‘The various sects are sustained by casual warship-
pers, and not by permament members, and the encroachments of free
tbought and of -freedom of religious opinion have led them so far
that they are outside the pale of denomination and outside the pale
of -any. formof religious worship. This, perhaps, may not be so
apparent to: you, but when you discover that nearly all secular
publications eschew the subject of religion, or only give it as an
1tem of news, you will understand the present phass )g_ religious
thought—even:in your'own country. -

As we stated before, that which is true in England is also true
in'America, excepting this: There are here no scientific men bold
enough, brave enouglil, daring  enough' to investigate calmly and
deliberately the manifestations which are going on in their midst.
There is no body of scientific men who can say to-day in America
that they have investigated the facts and phenomena of Spiritualism,
and ‘are capable of prononncing judgment upon:them.. He pro-
nounces judgment usually who knows little or nothing of the
subject.. . It 1s considered the best t}lualiﬁt:ation here for an expres-
sion of -opinior upon this subject, that the person -expressing that
opinion shall confessedly know nothing about it. -They who kmow
something, those who have taken. the ‘trouble to investigate it, -
those whose lives have: been: devoted to the investigation, are not
considered qualified to judge. ~Not so with.the scientific bodies in
Europe. - He who malkes astronomy his lifelong study is considered
better capable tojudge of the motions of heavenly:bodies than he
who knows nothing of" it and has never looked through o telescope.
He who has made chemistry and electricity his'special thought is
considered: hest qualified to- pronounce opinion. = And so when Mr.
Crooltes tells the scientific world of England that he hes devoted
four years to the investigation of the phenomena called spiritusl, and
he ‘spreads out before them the results of -that investigation, they
are bound to take his testimony; it would be impossible for them
to refuge it. ~ 'When Mr: Wallace, the naturalist, tells them he has
devoted ten of the best yearsof his life ‘to the study of this im-
portant question, and -has arrived at butone conclusion, namely,
that disembodied spirits do:comminicate with mortals, and that
the realmis open between the two worlds, they are bound to réceive
his testimony. -When Professor Wagner and his coadjutors assure
the-Academy of Science, in" St. Petersburg, that they are dealing
with a class of facts of which they cannot as yet report the entire
causes; but that they believe them to emanate from disembodied
apirits, “the: scientific gcademies of Europe"are hound to listen.

“When _the  Galileo “Academy of Naples ‘receives: a paper from

Dr. Sexton or Dr. Hitchman of England, on the subject-of spiritual
seience, they give it ag candid and impartial a reading as they would
a treatise upon pre-Adamite man, or any other subject. -

«.. Show us g scientific man of great eminence in America who will
do this, and who calmly and’ avowedly enters- into the investiga-
tion as he would into that-of: any other science, and we will show
you there & change in the form of secular thought upon this sub-
ject. ~While scientific men are fettered and bound by the fear of
‘unpopularity, or aré swayed - andgoverned ‘by the mere pittance
whicE they get for their salaries in the various universities of the
land, we cannot expect freedom of investigation.. The few. scien~
tific men that have investigated the subject and have hecome con-
vinced 'of -its truth, have been condemned to an-entire obscurity

“during the remainder of: their lives, because they ventured upon

the sea of investigation. A little more liberality in & free country
would be setting an example which perhaps America might learn
from the scientific men of%ﬁngland. “A “little more ' liberality and
less of bigotry, even, among those who'claim to- have freedom of
thought; would be an eminent virtue in-a nation so-distinguished
for its virtues ‘as America claims to be. -But:thereis an advan-

‘tage even here. -~ Every subject is short-lived. . Whatever happens
‘to be the prevailing topic does not last always. In England, in

Europe; everything becomes fixed and has a groove. It is so with

religion; it is -s0 with reform ; but here, fortunately, nothing lasts

for ever, and -even bigotry is destined to be short-lived before the
constant succession of new ideas that are springing up- in the very
fertile.soil of ‘America. - Therefore it is not. long fashionable to
remain bigots upon: any topic, and the tendency here, on to-day,
and the prevailing thought and tone of the public mind, prove that
in ten years—in five years—the steadily increasing wave of spiritual
thought has been gaining ground among intelligent and thinking
classos in America—prove that the sitbject is & subject for.thought
and investigation, and that the inquiring minds do-not consider it
either diabolical or frivolous ‘to  be-interested. in -that which per-
tains to the spiritual welfare of man. FO T
* Our idea is that Spiritualism® cannot crystallise into any form of
expressed. denominational religion.  'We. are glad -that it is so.
Materialism - has been. the sledge-hammer or wedge: which has
broken asunder the walls of denominations and creeds.. Spiritual-
ism promises to be the solvent of those various-creeds. If you
crystallise a solvent, it presents o steady wall between you and the
sunlight. * Tf it is like the sunlfght and like the eir, it presents
something that finally abgorbs all that are congruous, and rejects

all incongruous elements, In the spiritual alchemy, Spiritualism »
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is the'solvent of religion. It unites the Baptist, and the Method»
ist, and'the Episcopalian on one common basis of inspiration ; it
even reaches across the chasm of bloodshed and warfare between
the Protestant and Romen Catholic Churches, and declares to them
that pll which is ‘genuine in either section has its foundation in
true ingpiration. It joins hands with the Wesleyans, it tells them
that when John Wesley preached the sermion on “ Good Angels”
& century ago, he knew what he was preaching shout, and had
visitations of epiritual beings. It cla.sps}l)mnds with the Lutherans,
and tells them that when Luther saw a vision, which he believed.
to be thet of his satanic majesty, it was none other than an evil
spirit haunting his imagination, which had become diseased by oo
much brooding over the sins of man. ~ It believes that even Cal-
vinism, with its rigorous and austere forms, and its various
severities, which perhaps may have been forgotten by some of you
who are not grey-haired, since they are nolonger' preached in the
churches—that-even Celvinism had its tide of spiritualinspirations,
and that althongh infants are not:condemned to the actial flames
who are not baptised, there ig still-a fire-which consumes all un-
worthiness and dross even from. generation to generation of:time,
It clasps hands also with Roman Catholics, who; in their original |
ingpirations, laid the foundations of the existence of. the Christian
Church to-day, but who de%arted from- the - spiritual -whenever
temporal power came within their grasp ; but the various saints and

- martyrs,and the many miracles wrought within the Roman Catholic:

»

Church testify. that the 1fpow'er of the spirit has" not- altogether
departedat any. time. - It-clasps hands with. the ancient Hebrew

- faith, and solves.the various mysteries which science declares: as

impossible by repeating them'to-day before the: face ‘and eyes-of
men, The miracles which science says have been handed down to
you by superstition' become- to-day the actual possession ‘of: the
world by their repetition:in.a matter-of-fact ‘agé’ -that which
science has decided was impossible takes: place to-day in  the pre-
sence of thousands of witnesses,’and the records.of the New Testa-
ment become verified: by these. living witnesses. - You have not
alone Paul and the apostles, you have thousands——nay hundreds:of
thousands—living men and women who have witnessed the things
of which Paul and the apostles have told-you in their records. It
clasps hands with and unites the ‘most ancient. religions with all
forms of present faith. - It nakes of Brahma e living flame; it
makes Osiris the light that kindled the inspirations:of Egypt. The
Buddhist had his inspiration, and the reformed. faith of the Bast
resents many things’synonyious ‘with “that-of ‘the ‘Chiistian
hurch of the West. It blends and  unites thess ancient " fires in
one line of inspiration which God has given to-earth at various
periods of time. - Tt makes all religions - possible by reducing them
all to their original and ‘pristine’ purity, and dissipating: idolatry,
which has crept into.almost every form of religion ; it makes them
genuine, and pure, and free in their general conception. -~
You believe that the Brahmin’s faith is idolatrous, . What is the
Church of Rome, where inthe very altar und shrine:of St. Peter
there are forms and ceremonies devoid of the spirit? - You believe.
that Mohammedans are heathens: --What is the Church of St. Paul.
in England that it arrogates to itself any more spirit- than that
which the follower of the Prophet of Mecca foels-when he bows at
sunset before the Glod of heaven? . You believe :that the eastern
nations are swallowed up in idolatry.. - What are-the western
nations doing, that they.also claim to be the only inspired people?
Do they not say that the prophets are-all dead; and that inspira-
tions have ceased upon the earth, and within the Chorch is any
altar or shrine kept -alive save. by ceremonies-and forms? .. You
believe that the Brahminical :worshipper is- bound inchains of
idolatry. . Thousands of dollars-and many missionaries are:sacrificed
to convert the heathen of all lands, and who is there abroad in this
land to convert the Christian to:his own’faith, or make the altar of
the Christian Church alive with the gifts of the spirit? Where is
the gift of healing, and" of prophecy, and ‘of tongues, and"of the

interpretation of tongues? - 'Who sees visions and dreams in your.

midst, that you should criticise. the heathen or. convert him to the
blind forms of worship that are destitute of the spirit? - .
Nay, nay; it is the altar‘itself that must be swept and garnished.
It is the living fire that miust be kindled: within the human heart
ere you can convert any soul to any:form of religion. :The power
of spiritual gifts, and the'great - wave of ‘thought that: is. sweeping
over the world, has geen' this—how destitute the Church in the
east and the -Chutch in the west have been of inspirations and
%rophecy. Materialism is the natural outgrowth of this-barrenness.
ou feed on husks and you have starvation. If you give stones for
bread, you cannot-expect theloving spirit’ will flourish in your
midst. L LR ; SRS
Let us have the wine of the kingdom, the. pure:bread of life, a
harvest full of therich purple grapes of the spirit, culminating in
the pure fervour of a living faith: ' = Andthisis what God is doing
in the midst of &ll this infidelity, or materialism, and rupture: of
Church and State, of rise.and fall of dynasties, of 1mpurities with-
out and within.. Behold, the hand of God is writing upon-the walls

of materialism, even as-in ancient' days upon the palace walls of

Belshazzar, ¢ Mene; Mene, Tekel Upharsin.” - Matérialism, in clasp-
ing hands with ‘ecclesiastical power, has inade the world go down
into the slough of unbelief and- despondency ;- hut above all, and
beyond all, behold, the line: has béen made by the arch of spiritual
truth. In the midst of so much external blindness the spiritual
hosts have rent ssunder the’temples, and . the. handwriting “has
-appeared upon the wall, and materialism, with the ‘ecclesiastical
power, are both - destined : to crumble, while out of “the ruins

" of the temple humanity rises, bright, and pure, and true; and

such ag are chosen to preach the word of life within and without
the Church, recognise the living spirit of man, the voice of the
angel<world and the living God in your midst to-day as he was in
ancient times, and before you & pillar of cloud by day and a pillar
of fire by night, leading you across the desert wastes and wilder-
nesses of materialism and- despair, even to the promised land of
‘hope and life, where there is no desth,and no darimess, and nb
despair, but only the living spirit that abides in your midst, and
will make his way even though men despises him.~ :

This is the religious thought which the present outlook revesls
to the Spiritualist. -~ .. e e

00 MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IN
"NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE AND ELSEWHERE.

duced, when I sent in myletter resigning my membership in your
Society, to avoid all allusions of a controversial charagter. - I find, how-
over, that this reticence is causing some’ misconception, and as I am in-
formed that in considering my cage the main points-at issue were entirely
avoided, I feel that-unless I turn a deaf ear to thevoice of conssience, I
must lay some of .my-opinions: before you as’ honestly-and plainly as I
oan. 8o far as I can underatand the matter, it was because - the over-
geers ‘of Newcastle ‘méeting’ believed 1 held ‘such views as these, and
because of their anxiety to preserve and intensify the reputed orthodoxy
of .the ‘Bociety, that I was, with such’ineontinent -hasts, requested to
regign my. membership, SR BTN .

-1 am deeply conscious of the debt that I owe to the Society of
Friends. - There are many of its teachinga which I shall ever remember
with the liveliest satisfaction—its repudiation of a priesthood, its dis-
dain of rites ‘and ceremonies, its great doctrine of the Inward Light,
and its near approach to ideal self-government ; whilst, from a political
point of -view, its early martyrdoms, the majestic energy of Fox and his
collengues, 'its. constant protest against” ecolesiastical tyranny and the
barbarism . of :war, and 'its unending: train-of - philanthropists throw

I do, and whioh can never bs forgotten: o

L have often felt & pride in being.a member of such a Society, and in
remembering that my ancestors: had belonged to it from the time of
Cromwell ; and T have only Jately realised that openly to profess a dis-
belief in a particular dogma heing necessary to salvation, is now held by
those in authority ‘to-invalidate the ‘title to membership. It was not
always 80, and William Penn and others emphatically protested against
any such limitation, as° may be seen by reference to the.last pages of
1. Penn’s collected works, published' under: the: authority of the Society,
-and to various places -in- the writings of Isaac Pennington, and: others.
Happily for the Society of Friends, it has, s0. fat, had no written creed
to which its members have been- réquired-to subscribe ; but: if the pro-
fession of a particular-belief is insisted on, as seems to be now threatened,
the time of the decline and fall-of the Society must be approaching. In
anage of progress, education, and: mental vigour. like the present, any
body which tries ‘to ‘bar the free action of the human mind is only
attempting to:do in another form what the Roman Catholic Church has
-simed at 1n its treatment of Protestants ; it is’ endeavouringto prop up
the.crumbling walls of bigotry on which' such' ‘systems are built; and is
fast encompassing its own destruction. = S .

" The appeal to isolated texts in'the: epistles or elsewhere in support of
certain dogmas about the person and attributes of Jeeus Christ 18 & very
unwarrantable one, when, to saythe least; an equal number of texts can
he produced which wholly refutethem, and when. such- olaims as these
dogmas assume have the slenderest foundations ‘in his owndiscourses,
‘the outlines of which ‘are recorded: in the Grospels. It was Jesus who
contrasted the crying of *“Lord, Liord!” with the bringing forth of good
fruit; who condemned the hypocrite, ‘and no other,  witha seathing
condemnation’; who summed up thelaw and the prophets in his golden
rule; and after delivering a number of beautiful precepts and sublime
commandments, it is Jesus who is represented as saying, with the utmost
deliberation and solemnity, *‘He that hearoth these sayings of mine;and
doeth them, is founded upon a rock.”* - How, then, can believers in the
authority of: these memoirs -refuse-the ‘right to assume that in these
| teachings is the pith-of the religion- of this great reformer, rather than
in-the dogma of his atoning: sagrifice; which Paul and other. subse-
quent writers are supposed -to-insist upon. - And even if we look at
the sum of all those patsages'in the- Pailline writings which appear to
exalt faith-to the position of the first and only requirement, we have still
the sweepitg declaration of the same author, *Though I have all faith
80 that I could .remove mountains, and bave not charity”+ (and what is
charity but love and good works ?), “ I am nothing.”” - When the young
wan said to Jesus, “ What must: T do to inherit eternal life ?” and told
him the commandments he had kept, what did Jesus tell'him ? Did he
tell him'it was of no-use to try to do his duty, and that he must * only
“believe?”: -On the contrary, he told him togo and sell all that he had, and
give to the poor..  The simple teaching of this narrative is very different
from the terrible *ssheme of salvation” of which we now hear so much;
but it is in harmony with the best wisdom, and with the.truest religion
of every age.. By their fruits ye shall know them "} is the one test
always true-and ‘uuiversally applicable.. - He that loveth-his brother
abideth in the light, and there'is none ‘occasion  of stumbling in him.”§
Nor-must we forget the magnificent “declaration of .the- Apostle Peter,
uequivocal and without ‘reserve, that “in every netion he that feareth
God and worketh righteousness is accepted with him.”||

As to the asserted deity of Jesus, upon -which the atonement seems to

rest, it appears ‘to' mé-incomprehensible, ‘idolatrous; and- opposed to
renson and cooimon ‘sense, and theretore wholly unworthy of credence.
The Jews in all ages were believers in:the” Divine Unity, and if it had
" been claimed by-the-followers of Jesus that be was God, it may be posi-
tively assumed. that-in their disputes with Paul: the Jews would have
raised ohjections which it would have been impossible tosilence; yet,
from the narratives in the Acts, there is the strongest evidence that this
was notthe case, - If Jesus were Giod himself how can we imagine him
putting ‘up 'the -petition, *“O. my .Father, i{it be possible, let this

* Matt. vil. 34,25, §1Cor. xiii. 2, 7 Matt, vil, 20, . § 1 John il. 10,
[ e I Actax,34,35, :

Dear Friendé,—’-—Out -of 'réga'rd for_the feelingsof others, I was in-

upon it an bistorical glory, which no one appreciates more highly than

)
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6!1@“153{5“1‘651 ime : nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt?” We
have his own most emphatio authority that “The true worshippers

voighip the Father,”* lili’he_h agked whioh was the first commandment,
he promptly replied, “The Lord our God is one Lord"i and upon
tli§ aame occasion he further affirmed, * There is one God, and
t}iers is none other but He? In ome of the most solemn ad-
esses asoribed to him he says distinotly, * My Father is greater
than I;"§ and in the same Glospel he ‘exclaims witﬂ gublime simplicity,
«T asoend unto my Father and your Father, and to my God and your
God”| If we examine into the evidence supplied by a somewhat later
period, the testimony of such a person as Origen, who lived in the third
century, to the unitarianism of all the Jewish Christians in his time,
goes near to prove the unitarianism of the great body of Jewish Chris-
tians, and consequently of the Christian Church in general, in the time
of the Apostles ;4] whilst if we leave the New Testament and the Fathers,
and look at' the question from an independent standpoint, and in the
broad light supplied by the history and character of other and older
religions, the dogma of the divinity of Jesus presents intellectual diffl-
culties that are altogether overwhelming,**

Further than this, it must e acknowledged that we have no guarantee
direct from Jesus himself as to what his teachinge really were. The
records that we have were written at least sixty years, probably much
longer, after his death ; the authorship of some of them is at.the present
moment being hotly discussed by learned eritios of unimpeachable
honesty ;1 they contain many contradictions,—nsy, the very basis of
the religion taught, if we take the New Testament a8 a whole, is gene-
rally admitted to involve the dootrine of the Kall and other legends of
the Old Testament not only absurd in themselves, but utterly opposed
to the olearest deductions of science.}} The writers of the New Testa-
ment unquestionably believed that the end of the world would take
place during their life-time; they gave utterance to-the most misty and

, contradiotory statements as to the resurrection, the day of judgment, and

the future existence altogether ; they quarrelled- over -the discussion as
to whether Grentile converta had or had not:to "become Jows before be-
coming Christians ; they have left such imperfect records of the teach-
ings of the founder of Christianity conserning -many doctrines and
ovents, that discussions on their meaning have torn the Church with
bitter controversies for ages. Are we, then, to abandon reason and
common sense, and bow down before every sentence written by mén so
much involved in contradictions and confusion! - “ o

I believe, then, the dogmas of the deity and atoning sacrifice of Christ
to be distinetly at variance with the declarationsof Jesus in the Gospels,
to have been regarded as heretical up to -the third century, to bea’
hindrance to the progress of the human mind; and even to be opposed
to & just morality and to the simplest and fairest interpretations of -the
teachings of the Christian writers themselves ; and I am fully convinced
that they are opposed to the whole apirit of scientifle thought, and to a
duse regard to the just responsibility which we can rationally suppose to-
hang upon a life 80 transient, an ignorance so vast, and. possibilities so-
inconceivably great, as appear to belong to the human race.. Not only.
80, but when the absolute necessity of belief in'them, which their sup-
porters usually maintain, is calmly and logically examined, we find that
these dogmus relentlessly shut out from all possibility of salvation, not
only a vast proportion of the human race, but a long roll of: illustrious
names, including some of the greatest that have adorned the religion,
the literature, and the science of the civilised world. - How any Chureh’
ocan profees belief in dogmas which necessarily involve conclusions such
a8 these, I confess I am utterly at a.loss. to understand. - To:remain
longer a member of any Church that defends them, is-fast becoming
impossible to every thinking man, ‘. P S

Bince sending in my resignation of membership, and reflecting on the
reasons which appear to have guided you in acceptingit, I have ex--
amined more closely than I hatl done before, the position: taken up by
the early “ Friends” on various questions; and they seem so strongly to-
confirm the assertion I then made, that the Society is drifting from ite_
old landmarks, that T have copied some-of the most striking passages I
have met with, and now present themin the accompanying pages: for
your earnest consideration. It is'no answer to quote passages which
seem to countenance the modern evangelical ideas, becauee, judging from
the tendenoy of their writings as & whole, it is evident that the leading
spirita among the early Friends taught that the inward spiritual teaching
and doetrine was the reality of which the outward was the type or ex-
ample; whereas, according to modern opinion, it is the outward that is
the reality. I do not agree with all the assertions in the passages I have
quoted; but I do symﬁathise much more with them than with the
popular evangelical teaching now so fashionable in Quaker mestings, and
I ask any candid mind whether the two are reconocileable,and whether it
is fair and honourable for those who most nearly approach the stand-
point of ancient Quakeriem to be excommunicated by the so-called
Quakers of to-day,

Instead of broadening its basis in harmony with the ever-growing
knowledge and the irresistible free spirit of the age, the Society of
Friends seems to be narrowing itself into the pettiness of a sect. To
continue in this unhappy course can only result in misfortune and decay.
If, howgver, the solemn. warning contalned in the following words of
one of the most distinguished apostles of science be listened to, that
decay may yet, perhaps, be long averted :—* Every system that would
esape the fate of an organism too rigid to adjust itself to ite environ-
ment, must be plastic to the extent that the growth of knowledge
demands, When this truth has been thoroughly taken in, rigidity will
be relaxed, exclusiveness diminished, things now deemed essential will
be dropped, and elements now rejeoted will be assimilated. The lifting
of the life is the easentinl point ; and as long as dogmatism, fanaticism,
and intolerance are kept out, various modes of leverage may be employed
to raise life to a higher level.’§§ i

* Johniv. 23.  t Mark xif. 29. Mark xii. 32.  § John xiv. 28,

|| John xx. 17. Bee also @al, iil. 20; Mark x. 18 ; Eph.iv.6; 1 Cor. viil. 6;
Matt. xxvii, 46. -

 Bee Milton's *Last Thoughts bn the Trinity;” an article on”* Primitive
Chrisﬁnnl%;’ in Fraser’s l;l%eazme for August, 1875 ; also * Considerations Ad-

dressed to Trinitarians,” by Rev. Josaph Priestley, LL.D., I.R.8,
** Bop the writings of Jege ¥ !!entgum, Max Miiller, Herbert Spencer, &e.
11 Bea * Bupernatural on,” . Fortni Review, &o.
11 Boe Dmper’s < Conflict of Science and on,” in conjunction with Darwin,

8ir Charles Lyell, Taylor, Bir John Tubbork, and others.
§¢ Tyndall,

-inward life of Jesusis that w]

* In conclusion, permit me to eay that I have earnestly -desired not to
speak in a judging spirit of others who may have- spent more time and
had more lahour and sorrow than I have bad in seprohiiig for the truth,
I do not speak harshly of individuals, I &hall evetr remembég with
gratitude the kindness I have often received from so many of 'your
number, and trust that but fow of my friendshipa will be weakened by
the course I have taken; is it too much to hopeof human nature that
none of them will be broken? There are various interests which we
have in eommon, round which we can still unite ; s it unreasonable to
suppose that in a future etate of existence thess interests will coatinue
to hold us together ? Surely when the short sohiool-days of this life
have been left behind, when solutions are presented to us, ad we hope
they may, of many of the great problems that now vex our souls,and when
we have made some advanoce in the march of eternal progress, we'shall
look back upon the petty. differences that divids us here with pity and
astonishinent ; the din of dogmas that now assails us will be forgotten,
and religion will be found to be in harmony with all we have learned
and all we canever know or enjoy.—I am, dear friends, vety truly and
sincerely yours, -

- Benton Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne,

'+ November, 1875.

[1t.is the Procter family who are proprietors of the Haunted House
at Willington, near Newoastle, and. which Mrs, Everitt and a party of
investigators from Bishop-Auckland visited some time ago, as reported in
the Meprusm, Mr. Procter may therefore be regarded as an hereditary
Spiritualist, and, moreover, he is an earnest investigator of the phenomena
now decurring. - 'We rejoice at such a manifesto as the above. - It is in

Eomuxp Procres.

-acoordance with views recently offered in these columns, in whigh it was

shown. that “ Christ” was not a man, but the'spiritual power. The
historical retrospect. shows how ‘needful it is for Spirituti{)ists to keep
their principles pure.” Quakerism is now quite polluted, and Bpiritualism
in" the hands of some is clothed in the filthy rags. of vulgar religious

‘superstition. - In the case” before us we see the vast dpower which Spiri-
8

tualism"is silently wielding in' purging men's minds of -gross popular
errors, and opening them up to the eternal light of truth.—KEpo. M.]

- EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS
"  FRIENDS: ,

QuorED 10 - 8itow THAT, IN  PrINCIPLE, -THEY = ARE . FUNDAMENTALLY

.- OppoSED. To. THE QUAKERISM ‘OF THE THinp QUARTER o Tue NINE-
TRENTi1. CENTURY. B :

- George Fox's-letter to the Governor:of Barbadoes is- now often

brought forward:to establish certain .views attributed -to the Society of

Friends; it is ‘rather strange, however, that we hear 8o little of his

OF THE EARLY

‘letter:to the Bmperor of China’;- but when we observe: how it differs

from the former letter, and when we remember the prevailing tenden-
cies.of ‘popular- Quakerism; we need no longer be surprised. ~George
Fox begins with an ‘acknowledgment ‘of a “Power above all powers,”
and goes on to say that “he would have all to- know Him, and worship
Him, and believe in Him; in the spirit -and in the light:.For God is

Light; and this is the true light which enlightens every man that cometh

into the world, ‘which is. Christ the Son of God, the way to the Father,

the second Adam, that begets people to God, that brings them forth to
God out of the earth, sin, and the fall, and evil and transgression .

Now thig is the light that doth discover all these, this  which Christ
hath enlightened you withal, which is:in you; ‘which if you recsive this
Light-you ‘receive. Christ. .. .. This is .that' whichbrings you into
peace and unity with God, and with one another, and:with' Christ. . . .
Now every one shall come to have a reward according’ to their deeds
and actions ;- the light in your consciences and hearts tells you and lets
you see what you have-done; and that: is Christ’s witness in you, who
will judge according to your words and actions; who is the way to God,
the Father of light and life,” - . <70

There is not ‘in'the whole epistle one single reference to any outward
revelation, nor to-any Bible, Church, or historical event, of any kind.

Isaac Penington snys, in a treatise addressad to the Royal Society :—
“ Now observe , . .- the difference between the religion which God hath
taught us, and led us:into; and the religions of all men upon the esrth
besides. - Our religion stands wholly out .of ® that, which their religion
stands in. - Their religion stands inthe comprehensign, in & belief of
a literal  relation-or description ; our religion stands in a principle
which changeth the mind, wherein' the spirit: of life appeareth to, and
witnesseth in the conscience to-and concerning the things of the king-
dom ; where we hear the voice, and see the'express image of . the Invisi-
ble One, and know things, not from an outward relation, but from their
inward nature, virtue, and .power.. Yea, here (we must. profess) we so
know things, that we are fully satiefied about them, and could not doubt
concerning them, though thére never had been word or letter written of
them ;- though indeed it is'also a  great: comfort and sweet -refreshment
to us, to read that testified of - outwardly, which" (through the tender
merey of: our Grod) we feel and enjoy inwardly.  -And in this our whole
religion consista; to wit, in the silence and death of the flesh, and in the
quickening and flowing life of  the ‘spirit.”—Penington’s Works, vol. 2,
p. 89 ; Janney's  History of Friends,” vol. 4, pp. 2, 10, 11. .

“That through which men are saved  is the dispensation of Truth in
their age, The measure of light which God. gives forth in every ags,
that is the means and proper way of salvation in that age: and whatever
men get or profess:of the knowledge of  truth declared in former ages,
yet-making-use of ‘that to withstand the ‘present. dispensation of Truth
in their age, they cannot thereby be saved ; but may thersby be hardened
against that which should save them.”—Penington’s Works, vol. 1, p. 162,

“This doctrine of self-denial is the condition to eternal happiness,
“He that will come after me, let him deny himeelf and take up his cross
and follow me.’ Let him do as I do: as if he had said—he must do as
I do or he cannot be as I am—the Son of God,”—Penn’s * No Cross No
Crown,” Part 1, Chap. IIL; see also Penns “Sandy Foubdation
Bhaken,” and his * Innocency with her Open Face.”

Robert Barclay says :—* 1 do boldly affirm that the immediate cause
of a man's justification in the sight of God is the revelation of Jesus
Christ in the soul, changing, altering, and renewing the mind, by whom
(even the author of this inward work) thus formed and revesled, we
are truly justified and accepted in the sight of God. ... Now this

ereby He s&iﬂa.l%Ve are saved.”—* Apology,”

Prop. VIL, § viii., edition 1736. '


































