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«FAOTS STRANGER THAN FIOTION.”

. ProroarAPEING SPIRITS 1Y NEWCASTLE,

At -the monthly meeting of the Society of Inquirers into the phe-
nomena of Modern’ Spiritualism, held at the Old Freemasons' Hall,
Nowgate Stroet,, Newoastle-on-Tyne, Mr. Armstrong in the chair, Mr.
T, P, Barkes, F.G.8., delivered the following address:—

In the Cornkill. Magazine for August, 1860, there appeared a paper
entitled % Stranger than Fiotion.”

- The artiole. was._from the pen of Mr. Robert Bell, a gentleman of

great literary-reputation. The Cornhill Magazine was at that time under
the able editorship;of the late W. M. Thackeray, who was then in the
full tide of :h ed literary fame. The essay was written in a verg
oandid spirit, Difestly by a gentleman who thoroughly believe
in the gen {the phenomena which he so ably described,

Thig fh@ first oocasion when an article defending the
genui phenpmena found a place in the pages of an English
periodica

ted-popularity and %reat ciroulation, and thé result
.quite & furore in al

8 that it created the reading oircles where the
Anglo-Saxon tongud was spoken.

The | otibed by Mr.-Bell i his valusble contribution to the
defenoe of ‘alléged spiritual  phenomena were of #o startling a nature,
“and so oppoted $o the ordinary experience of the educated world, that

they raised = violent storm of opposition on the one hand, and of in-
quiry on the other, suoh, perhaps, as has not been equalled, unless we'
instanoe the sxditement oaised by the recent publication of the researches
of Mezers, Orpol "allace. T
I propose gont.-oocasion, to traverse ground somewhat
imilar.fo. by Mr Bell. ‘
reaged s0 muoh in complexity and
anany’ thoroughly competent wit-

testimotiy on any ordinary sithject would be received without a moment's
n..'I'shall endeayour to place before you an advanced series of
ena that leave those afldaced by Mr. Bell among the merely
tary phases‘of & great movement which promises ere long to
ATl ‘lllsngé‘ the ftitelleotual and spiritual conviotions of the entire
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iquirers into the alleged phenomena’of Modern Spiritualism,
desoriptiona of experiments that appear to me to prove heyond
& doubk’ that inanimate hodiés are, goutrary to the recognised
ohin, entifio men, moved without inechanical appliance and with-
out the interposition of any force exercised by eml:iodietiJ human beings;
that the motions 6f these inanimate bodies, by replying intelligently to
questions, demonstrate that whatever the foroe by which they are moved, it
18 not & blind mechanical force, that not only has the agent, or have the
agents by whioh or by whom these phenomena are produced, the power of
moving material bodies, but that they also have the power of dissolving
and recombining material bodies in & manner whioh is as yet absolutely
unknown to the most advanced soientists of the present day ; that the
communioating agents have the power of construoting bodies palpable to
all our senses baving the semblance or appearancs of life, and inanimate
bodies, such for example; as clothing, out of materials that are to us in-
visible, and of suddenly redissolving those materials so as to render them
sgain invisible to ordinary visioh, = All these phenomena appear to'be
utterly impossible, utterly incomprehensible, and absolutely irreconoile-
able with orthodox scientific opinions, and yet every one of them maybe
proved t0 any candid and capable observer who will devobe the requisite
time to their, investigation. I now propose to show that these forms,
ot once palpable and evanesoent, nob only appaal to the ordinary human
songes, hub that they demonstrate their objeotive reality by being ‘photo-
graphed and ‘rendered permanently visible by the ordinary applis
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T'atterided, by invitation, & seance ab the residefios:of 4 privite gentleman '
in Newoastls for tho purpote of witnessing from experiments the photo:
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to_byktens of thousands of personswhose.

fgﬂéiiéﬁ? Igbtil_res delivered to the members of the Newcastle
q!

1875, |

graphing materialised spirit-forms. On a previous ocoasion the éxperiv :
ment had been tried, and a photograph- was taken of a small véiled fobm
The photographer on both ocoasions was Mr, Laws. The phiotograph «
fivat taken is known as No. 1, and the three negatives taken on ‘t%ar:-f
oacasion of my visit ate known as Nos, 2, 3, ahd 4.  Copies. of these
photographs neatly mounted may be had of Mr, H, J.- Blake; Granger!
8treot, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on remitting address and ‘postage stamps to «.
the-value of the photographs ordered, the oharge for edoh being:ione -
shilling. We assembled at eight o'logk in & large drawingsroom.':.
There were present two young lady mediums, four lady: sitters, .
fourteen gentlemen, and the "two .photographers,  Mr, ‘Laws! and¥’
his ‘son. Mr, Lawsd is not a Spiritualist; he has not investigted..
the subject, aud until Friday, February 6th; when he-todk :the -
first photograph, he had not witnessed any of the extraordinary:.
manifestations, One corner of the drawing-room,-on:the-rightiof: :
the !lre~Elaoe. was partitioned off ag a recess by -a four-folding sereeins; .
within the area, enclosed by the soreen, wore ‘placed two':flatioushions, -
on which the mediums reolined. The mediums, who were, clothed in

dark dresses, and were covered with dark oloaks, entered. the recess.at ..
827, The mirror over the mantelpiece and the fire-plage were draped.,
with dark green'oloth as a background for photographic purposes, : A |
ohair was placed opposite to the fire-place at a distance of - two snd

8 half foet from the edge of the folding door of the screen; which, when. ,
opened permitted egréss from the recess, The magneaium"lmgp',wa,a_”
placed on & small round table near the soreen, and Mr, Laws, sen., saf on

4 chair near it for the purpose of manipulating the l(iigx-];t wheh" it ‘Wds

required. A square plano, about eight feet long, was'drawn' foriward oo
8 distance of about ten feet from the fire-place, and was placéd” in"the I

| centte of the room. On the piano was placed a photographio:oambra,

which was’' focussed for' the epace between the soreen’ and:ithe ‘chdir
already referred to. Three pieces of white paper were pinned.to -tho:
green’ oloth ocovering the mirror and fire-place; at the height of:the:
mantelpiece, which was exactly four feet high. These were plaoed,
@ may be meen by the photographs, for the purpose of indicating':.
the height ‘of the figure that was expeoted to appear, The:sittérs *
sat in rows at each side of and behind the piano, andi:-ppposite-
the ‘moveable door of the soreen from whioh the payohio’ form::
was expeoted to come, All the sitters took hold of hands, and-thé lighte -«
were turned down until we sat in comparative darkness, For about an .
hour we sat in this dim light, and during that time two little psyokiivs,”
known as “Pocks” and “Cisesey,” through their respeotive mediunis,
talked with usin anamusing and sometimesvéry logical manner; We sang ~
at intervals popular melodies, and at 9.30 - wé:were told by:k’!ioolﬁngt";
and by the voice of a medium unnder control, that the g8 oy £0:7b8 -
turned up, and the spirit lamp of the photographer lighted ir otder o -
acostom the peychic, who intended to appesr, to bear a:quantity.of:
light, having a nearer proportion to the bright magnesium light to: bs -
used fok:photographing, AN
. A-spirit lamp, ges, and photographers’ candle were all lighted, and we..
fat in a comparatively well lighted room. At about 940 we were. told .
to prepare the photographic plate: and make ready for the appearance -
of the apparition, o
A noon as.the plate was prepared and an intimation to- that:effést
given, the folding door of the soreon was pushed open: ard e small.’
fomale figare, or at least a living figure draped like a fomale; emerged .
from bohind the ssreen, She stood near the edge:of: ths-open
fold of the soreen, opposite the camera and ‘at one::sids of--the
esium wire, - which was at onos ignited. ~‘We.tHen gaw-her -
in the full blazs of the magnesium light. Her garinentd'ware very.pro. :
fuse, and @overed her entire person with the e;oeg"tion {of her-face .and.-
arms, “both of whioh- were dark brown, approaching black,.slthough:
oné arm appeared much darker than the other,.’ The. gariment: had:
appearance of plain muslin, which fell dver.her in loi i
and was not in the least rumpled or soiled-asiit would:] )
it been placed ‘within a small ‘compass, Her facs w & bro

somewhat like that of a dark half-ogste’; the eyes weré large ‘sud:the.!




tly. gr )
o0 m%ub.nguaHy ghe:f -
hotogmph No. 3 is aleo blurred.

] e sagonds,*- W vagain‘requested her to stand

) her face steadxly opposxte to the camera ; this she promised to
do on condition that the n]pmhers ! the. airolg, would close their eyes,.
and that the photographep aud. istant ghould alone look at her
while the photograph as bemg taken.. To this we ngreed. Another
plate was repara;l ub before it was ready we were told that one
of the mediums belitid T’ sckeén wo Jed 6t by her ‘controland’
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 Ta-the Bditor.—Sjr,~T sond you g fow lines.to let your rea.deru know
that the opuip in Sonth Africa. hag many. adhiorents. Unfortunitely we
%physio&l med;um 9 yeb: ., We,have, qnly developed: a few.writ-

iing’ T spepliing mediums, and g i . the, 1ntelliganoss who. oonirol  are.
.ugnally the frleadg of some of tﬁz ters; yado 1ot geh vary;convineing.
proofs for s,ceptlcs, “On one or two ocawﬂug gome-of tha, alj:Pe '8, ave.
seen flgures moying about, bqt as tpe forms  Werg o ly vzﬁ ible. to thnge
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-manton Co,, N.J., US.4), - OF dourse'you' gl kniow who 'he 15’ ¥ only
know him, by his beaﬂtxful ‘workg'he haa publishedi:: He'ls o brighi ‘st
umong Spiritvalists, - In all -probabilityihe williz :Bouth:Afiicats wisit;
the fepling. of. ¢ go into far-off. lands;: and: pral;;{ the gaspel; igiwery.
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How is the cause progressing in Russia ? . Surely it aH tha. :gavans:of
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nes:and dear ones in whose welfare:we ate: partiou-
Jur heaJth is, in our own hnds,and society at
¢ deepest sympathies. On all these considerations,
it:38 the duty of every individual to give some attention to psy-
-chopathic healing, and Mr. Ashman,in bestowing the . benefits of
. his experience so.cheaply, is really doing o grent public work,

o

RIS AP | e

. "We hiave fuuch pleasurs in arinouncing that Mr. 'T. I.. Henly will
deliver;,a lectiire, on, “Spiritualism, as taught by Jesus and the
‘Piophets,” at Doughty Hall-on Sunday evening next: It is »
subject full of interest, but, singularly enqugh, little understood,
though perhaps not 4 little misconstrued by the various Christian
deipminations. We' doubt not the. subject will be ably handled
and may prove of great service to those who hitherto have failed to

iy d -
po

rtg"the”true ‘Splﬁtualism of the work of Jesus. The musical

DOUGHTY HALLSERVIOE ON SUNDAY NEXT, 0CT. 17.

ortion of the sérvice will, we expect, be enhanced by the sit gm]f
 of Gounod’s “ Jesu de Nazareth,” by Mr, Chinnery. Doughty Hall,
14,"Bsdtord Row, Holborn, W 0. Comméiics st 7 o'clock.

S

SﬁBSdBIP’-BIbﬁS TO THE SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION
T DURING OCTOBER.

£ 8 d : £ s d
. 0 5 0{Mr.J.0 Forgueon ... 1-0 0
. 0 b 8[Afriend, perMr.8. ... 1 0 0
.06 3X2Y... ... ... ..010
.. 010 0|Captain Faweett ... ... 1.0 0

© |Byers Green:cirole, per
Mr. Newton ... ... 0.10 0
1 0 O{Mr.W.Clarkson... ... 0 2 0
Mr. C. Davieton ... 0590
0 2 6|Mrs Kern's Seance. ... 611 0
.. 0560
. 0286

———

EASED OIROULATION OF THE “MEDIUM.”

n _endeavouring to push the eale of the Mrpivu in
ig : ' Presented to a bookeeller six -copies, who at first
refuged to fake:them;-saying he knew he would not be able to sell them,
- Nevertheléss;the/ copies: were left and a placard, and upon ealling at

. tlisshopafterwatdaithe oopies were all gold, and twico as many could

hiavalheen:digposediof” - Our correspondent adds that a gentlemian who

- bought:a copy:has since made application to join the circle. The book-
gollors:have said also:that with a placard of the Mep1un’s opntents they
oould sell.many:mare copies, ,Wg have to say that we are willing to
st 0 “mora: placards to any bookseller weekly whose address is.

8, “We'now that the ciroulation of the Meprom might soon
‘gtichiafegtlt would be the geandest push Spiritualism
If:gurfriends will pnly work with us it ‘may be an ac.

) :
ished isiyiniter,

oniplished faok thisiwinter, ‘At the new year the Muprux will be
= petiny; nd-till. thon the time. should Be used to increase the oirculation,

coefuda

————

o - 'THE “MEDIUM" AT A PENNY. .
To the Editor.—Sir,—Ths ready penny is the oustom of the age for
newspapers and most of the periodicals printed weekly. Personally I
hinye adopted the suggeation of ‘taking an extra number weekly, and if
¢ readors would ‘also, follow the suggestion you gave on page

DIUM; your, troubles, Mr, %!urns, would, in & pecu-
oved, snd more good would be done by end through
J. Garvoway. -

¥y, gonss,

. raading tho Mipruie* -

- . DR, SEXTON IN LANCASHIRE. _,
" The Preston Spiritunlists hava seoured the services of Dr. Sexton to

" deliver a few of -his famons orations on Spiritualism early in November,
and he -will be -glad, therefore, to mlSm arrangements with other
sooietios in ‘the distriet for leotures during the same journey, e0 as to
save travelling experises, All communications to be made to Dr, Sexton,
76, Fleet Btreet, K.0. -

D Mmﬁ._ghhst have 83 much notice as possible of visits to the
country. His practice in London increases daily, and renders it neces-

. ary that avrangements bo made in advance of Jhis leaving town, ’
. 188 Petty fanily leave Newoastle for Bussia on Saturday for an en-

 gogement; of ton Weeks, " Mr, Alisakof bas. had somo very satisfuotory | »

seanges with thoun, tind with Misses Fairlamb and Wood. ~ ;
MW gregrat to hear that M. Reddally is very ill; It is » pity he should
thaye-#0 misspent his -energies..::We:hope some-of ‘our: Blimingham
friends; will -call on him and render bim what assistance is“in- their
- povers N
gﬁﬁ.ﬁa‘mws_has in the press a:small work by a W6u4k36§!ﬂ 'ﬁ-iay_:l@ of.

ibunlisth, Yeing & reply to'Bishop: Qlaughtan's attaok on Bilddhism, | P

Iia-ons of the'vagiest oritisiens on: thie:po
 “hiichwo hiva ver read, hnd will no doih
- Hintids‘of those who'désive to yaiss-the ma;
;i 1L-bo 'readyini a fow days, at Al

igion of th

| There has heen noammunition wasted, no false movemént mgde;: Has

} into the f

1the Epy Evening will not take place till about the middle of
m!

4]

remedy, thon, is not o do Jass,
‘ot to involye mysalf, but to try f
goods, and find an increasing numbpr
think every.business man will say:. thisiig
sue in order to seoure the desired yesult,® Tt i
treatimeiit to be told that it is\inwiss to un
.an onerous nature for the, diffusion of suck'a gl
demopstration of hurdan immortality.” When

sees.thousands of so-called. Spirituslists thinking
grand fact of spirit-communion than'if it were the comm
in existencs, one feels that the Spiiitualisi - of''such ‘udh
scarcely worthy of the neme. I kmow thet'in the' eyé
world I liave acted foolishly ini putting - siyself uhder site
for the last twelve yedrs, when I might Have' been othior
affluent circumstances, But the lesson of Spirituelism ig thef tan
can be said to live only when he lives for truth—sternity, and .not
merely for self— the - present :-time, ¥ . know - that -I-have
 attempted ™ & great- deal' mor¢ then was ‘needful for my:per-
sonal comfort, but not any more than the cduse demsndsd of me
in’ garrying ‘out ‘the mission yyith which’ thes épiﬁt?ﬁorld{x s en-
trudtéd me, 'You all know brothiers‘and sisters; that what'Ihave
¢ attempted ” hes had a direct influence on*all'of you;and-on the
progress of the movement 'in genersl, Is :it" thoughtful, is
1t grateful, then, of any ome of you to reproach’ mie for
striving to accomplish that which has bronfht'gpiﬁmﬂ light,
it may be, to yourselves and to-many others, I-have'not done too
| much, but too little. - It has: been all, needed ‘and pll-successful.

it ever occurred to you, good friends; what wonld:have been :the
state of things if I had been made of that kind:of: humenity
which is afraid to do anything further them what is necessary
for its own individual comfort  ~ That these attempts of mine are
seconded and participated .in by the great body of tiue friends: of
the cause I know, but there is a vast legion of unimproved mate-
rials ﬂoatl:%lon the shallow waters which I desire to reason with
ion of good hel}gful Spiritualists, . . .
Tam not going to take the.advice to.do less, .Impen.to do
three times the amount of wark this winter that has. been. ever
before accomplished in the same space. of time: I have grovelled
amidst difficulties sufficiently long. In the past this could not
be helped, but in the future a grander expression-of. energy swaits
than the all-absorbing and unprofitable struggle with-petty carés.
There i now a power in our for¢es which ‘can ' mala our'literiture
a universal fact, The Publishiniy Fund is'vecsiving daily additions,
the plans for the local distribution of books'are _%éin motéd,
and soon those who so thoughtlessly and nnkiﬁdlyléd'v;,\ 8'a ‘h‘(ﬂﬁﬁb,
cowerdly policy will be galvanised into sympathetic'to-operation.
It is no disgrace to me that the whole body of Spirifualists'fail*in
sup&orting one depot for the gublica.tion of works o the subject.
Such g depot was wanted, and I have been made thejngfiiment
of effecting it, at grievous discomfort to myself. I requireto
about three times the amount of business tomake. thingsmore
agreeable. ‘Next week I shall issue a plan for raising the £1,000-
fund, and for circulating that amount in literatiire, bétween now .
end next midsummer. To do less I have m¢ ‘idea, but ‘to:do
more I am determined, not alone for the benefit'of ‘my own posi-
tion, but because the enlargement of my" opetations wieau the
augmentation of those intellectual forces that havé fot' their object
the enlightenment of the people in matters spirithal, =~ * -
Hundreds have co-operated in my efforts to'spréad abroad our
literature, Thousands may do 80, for what has ,bepn\acgpm?lished
once may be done again. Do not anub me, then, by saying, ¢ Bumns
attempts too much,” but put your shoulder to the wheel and etable
him to-carry to a successful 1ssue the necessary worlk-in which/he
is engaged. . , . BURNS

o ey o

s

THE HAPPY EVENING AT DOUGHTY HAI,LI-
An influential committee of ladies have taken up this:affairyand
their practical sagacity has decided that the proposed:date:was
unsuitable, thus necessitating a postponement, The hall'csnnot be
obtained excépt at the time to coms into cgllisiqn‘withéllfé‘h@o’rﬂ&'é
Reception. This all concerned are studious. to. avoid,-and-henco

November, Proparations are being made to. render it of a particu-
larly enjoyable character, and we hope the delay will result in great :
satisfaction to all when the evening:comes sound..;/Thospiswho
have purchased tickets may exchdnge them for the' ng hen

ready. :

_ SPROIAL SRANCR AT BIRMINGHAM.. . . -
. Mra, Groom feels desirous of clearing: offthe:debt’to*the' Spiritual
Institution, London, which ia owing by thi inghir Bj Tnisti-
.til,t.e,‘nqwf;dzfun.‘ostié’ ,%ogmds that enl Ha’s

rooms, 812, Bri
okets 18, Bd. eioh,

Porke's
¥
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nouncements from thb;éhﬁf\‘m’&’&, brfd: atitheb Hyin 0, and the answer wogive is that his By

Harper launohed into his leoture, He commence téolings opghit to decidg the, matter. By rights'no pers
vtdietion of his Lt Adctiiee, in ' introdlced toa seance who is not, prapared.. -Mr,
i "{66like; ih ’

it b bl dteit o6uld ot areots dortath atasidibd of Fight and | the habit fentemming-applipmtmtagp
wmn? 9;0f ousEonte. of tim Hivertity. 0F. tudbity) Gadh. indi- | he, bdmits them fo ‘the cirole, 'Perso
-vidual could only aot, either for good or evil, according to- 'the'de- 4.than he hauled in 7- the coilar. IE"E;W .
vdlﬁgm‘ent?oﬂwbﬂﬁan@brganb of ‘tho phiysisal ‘tody, Whidh diversity | cast pearls ‘beforo swine, Moro partionls
(197 bhe-veultiofitho luinded: huvactiristics, tore- 6 168 Stediigly de- + Dorson bo admitted,  We heartily wish that
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- Eentackell ths dooteing 'of “ Bres-Will,” ddd wsied Shut Will wos oily § Mr. Burne.—8in—On Monday, the 1th, T atiended.a. sennb atthe
bhesvesuitiof afitions, and thst our okject must o to diiiird the Hést { Tesidence of my friend Mr. M Kellar, 8, Bugkingham Road, Kingaland,
otditiors, aad!Hsulit the lesturs to a ‘elof by veciting the fins ¥pirit. | tho medium being Mr. Hglington, ' Friends presont; M, au. Mrs,
« pobmd :"'Eggbbmuan Pby,” « Hormtre,” 9 vividly, thiat ot £oiild | MKellar, Miss Tagar, Miss Borry, Mrs, Bradlay, Miss, Gitaca M¢Kellar,
il i hb wbeld by tite ’ ‘ Mr, MKellar, jun,, Mr.: Molville, wy. husband, and .mygelf. ' Wa,3at

: ®, strict gua
.A,%'ﬁl‘ghah entrgnee is a_favour ‘gh‘hatjhéy m

Iy RERTR “Altthet bwellg, . round & small table, on which wag placed s bell, paper tabg, and. gon--
bty o Ghehid, Hayohd & thortals telling,” ‘ " |certina. Being only inquirers info Spiritualism, we, were rather grati-
REE iy Queiton? il agu | 125 Dot selected b o ittt an omssobsids ofthe medium,
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