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Zarthurst or Zoroaster, revealed the wondara of his- character; the
Buddhist deity who, through varions succsmstve stithodiments re-
vealed the primal elements of ‘the Godhead of the Deity ; Oonfu-
cius renovated and disenthralled from the superstitions in which
they had sunk, the vatiots yécerds and sacred books that in the
Tndias alone would form 6 sufficient number of volumes to fill this
room, all of which give distinet accounts of the revelations of an
incorporeal deity or power to man thx‘ouglllxl cqr}[)):renl substances ;
the Bibles compiled in the East, all of which bear distinet testi-
mony ofithe records of the religions of those people, the Zenda-
vesta of the Medes and Persians, the Shastres of the Hiindoos, and
the various earlier Bibles compiled in the Brahmineal faitix, of
which the Chinese Empire now has records, they tell me, to the
extent of at least forty thousend. years of history and revelation.
Then added to these comes the Jowish or Hebraic Scripture
and the New Testamient, until finally we héve the Khoran of
the Mohammedans, and all the vast compilations of modern
words and works that give indication of the power of a Divine
Mind. - the creeds and formularies—which are, after all,
only the human expression of faith, and tearing away from the
altars and shrines the perversions of human folly, I arrive at the
fact that Oulria and Brahma and Zarthurst, end detkies embodiod by
a Buddha and o Jesu, a%é all the siime pritnal thought of a Divine
Mind whosb supetior power and essgnce otly the initiated might
understand. But He reveals Himself through inferior messengers to
man, and man himself reared up in times of spiritual inspirations’
to be a prophet.and dispenser of God’s word. : Sl
We cannot doubt or deny these prophecies. We cannot find in
* all history room to suppose that the whole human family have
been intent upon their own deception and fraud, while prophet
and seer and sage have been the result of mere imagination. -If
go, then Alexander, Cesar, Socrates, Plato, all great minds of
history, are alilte myths, for side by side with thése we have the
prophet  and the seer. I take it, therefore, that these religions
combine ‘the ultimate wish of God to  man to reveal Himself
after such manner or form as is adapted to and required by the
e in which the revelation occurs; and I cen quite as readily
understand that Buddha answered the needs of the-anciente in the
East as that Moses answered the needs of the children of Israel, or
that Isaiah or Elias and the various prophets of the Hebraic dis-
pensation answered the purpose which the Lord intended for those
eople, Between the Jehovah of the Jew and the ultimate God-
Eead I can trace no distinction nor difference as compared with the
Egyptian, the Brahminical, and the ancient faiths of every descrip-
tion, I find in Persia incorporated as correct ideas of God's dealings
with men ; and from the Arabic I translate the beautiful rendering’
of the golden rule as follows :—* Feel toward all men as you would
that they should feel toward you ;” going behind the simple doing
of that which is good to the thought of 'it, and making- men
responsible to the Deity for even their feelings to their fellow-men.
I find in the Confucian faith that which- embodies the same prin-
ciple ; and the further I go back in-history the more intimately do
I g.u(f it connected with the primal nations of the earth, that these
were the first lessons of God ' to man: Love thy neighbour;:do
good to thy fellow-beings ; thy Deity,-thy God requires thy con-
stant praise in words and works of excellerice. - It does not matter
to me whether thisis done under the name of Buddha or.underthe
‘name of Allah, Jehovah, or of Jesus of Nazareth, " . -~ .
. 'What ‘we wish- to arrive at is the truth itself; and I find
these truths’ interlacing and" underlying one- another. = "We go
~back to ‘the’ foundation" of all nations, and- we find -thére God.
revealed to’ man, face. to face in-the- one primal - essence. of
Deity, in ‘the one Jehovah, God, Lord of creation. . The centre
i -the- same; ‘the outcome of it we - all know, = We are to
attribute those warfares and abuses that have taken place under
the ‘name . of - religion, not - to religion = herself, but: to  man’s
state of development. . Whatever. might-be the term,; whether
-aciencs, or- art, or. philosophy, or- materialism, in an undeveloped
state  of human thought  there would be just-as- much war-
fare-upon the subject. - We. must not mistake the spirit for -the
manner in. which it “has been employed, nor the soul for the
outward expression of it. - We ‘might as well eschew * free-
dom because under the name of liberty great wrongs have been
wrought ; we might as well eschew science because under her
name. the greatest sophisms and errors have been taught. ~The
truth is that underlying all these the religious impulse in man's
nature is that which prompts him to know that from the beginning,
and under the impulse of & divine authority, the worlds must have
been formed, the stars must move, the suns must have their placs,
and the flowers must grow, in response to law. There is nothing
" but an intelligent mind or source of thought that can cause the
twofold attributes of existence to be manifest in atom, leaf, and tree
and warm; and if it be not God, then it is intelligence. that goome~
trizes in nature; and we worship with Mr. Bradlaugh and the
secularists at the shrine of nature instead of Deity. It does not
. matter by what name wae call this Being, We do not avoid the issue
by changing or shifting the position. The truth is, we worship that
which is superior; we confees that which is beyond and above us;
and if we transfer the name from the sacerdotal temple to the
temple of nature, or borrow from the Egyptians the worship of the
sun and stars, or with the Persians bow down before the principle
of fire, it does not matter ; we still worship, even though we are
unwilling to admit it; and they are the blindest worshippers who
worship at the shrine of intelligence without admitting the existence
of that intelligence. ‘ : : ‘

‘When Pope Alexander III, caused all the empérore and kings of
Europe to do penance by walking round the church upon their

%

" knides, and, holding the reins of his liorss while ke townted, I con-

Feas thist the feligion of the Christinn dispensation becsme s matter
of man-worship snd not of God-worship; but, at the same time, I
do not see why even Fings and emperors should not be willing to do
service if they expect otheis to dv service for them. When Amhbrose,
the zealous Bishop of Milan, caused the same offics to he petformed
by the most distinguishéd emperor of Europe, it was & triumph of
spirit over matter, since & king that could sway all the Eovernments
of the earth, might not at least govern the spiritual kingdom: I
take it that these things indicate Rot so tnuch the pride of man, as
the fact that man is chosen as the instrument to show what faith and
religion can do. However mtch I might think the zealot or the
martyr mistaken in his or het views; certainly ¥ cannot fail toadmire
the kind of zeal which gave Luther to the Igeformmion, oF gave to
the martyrs their heroism to withstand the fire and the smoke and
the persecution of the earlier yenrs of the Christian dispensation,
The ten persecutions yielded to spiritual life more souls that were
active ans zealous than all the years of golence can ever county and
while we may deplore the ignorance of that humanity, ot that
inhumanity, that would send them into the world of souls through
torture ‘and flame, we cannot but thank God that the faith
existed by which they could ttlumph over death in that manger.
‘When Catherine of Sieunee arosted the Alpa to restors & fosble
pope to Rome, it was not the imjiortance of her errand that
made it heroic and glorious, but it was the fact that a woman had
chosen this part, and, ynder the zeal of an inspiring faith, could
perform & perilous journey for the sake of giving a spiritual head
'to a country divided and disaffected. Whoever would not admire
that zeal, however misplaced, could not admire the noblest element
in-humanity.. I do not say that-for religion alone has this been
done: . “Qalileo in ‘the dungeon-cell, Socrates in prison with the
slow poison working in‘his veins, illustrate the. religious principle
just. a8 clearly as:saint and martyr have done. Their devotion was
upon‘the altar of faith and conviction, as. were the_others, and we
must take the element of their faith, without reference to the cause
in which they were enlisted, to judge properly of this power in
the human mind.  The Hindoo mother who plunges her babe into
the  Ganges may be an object of compassion and sympathy, but cer-
tainly we -cannot “fail to -admire .the devotedness and zeal which
‘causes her to do this against the ties of nature and the pleadings of
her own heart, when sﬁe believes it is for ‘the spiritual welfare of
the child, So, whatever offering is made on behalf of faith, let us
take the quality of the faith and not the -offering  itself, since that
is ‘what is enjoined and desired by the infinite purpose. - Abraham
offering his son as a sacrifice is'not a pleasant- picture for modern
thought to:‘contemplate, but the faith Wheregy he could do it is
the same kind of faith that causes the martyr to walk to the stake,
that" causes him to. suffer the Inquisition rather than betray his
trust. - I'have said that, whatever may be-the opinion of the world
of science, this is the stuff of which "heroes and all great minds
must be made, even though-improperly and injudiciously directed
in some ways,: .. > .

- It 'was:my good fortune to live upon-earth ata time when we had
to struggle with a gigantic wrong.. -1 do not know that I ever was
in-physical danger, but I may ‘have been. ‘In any event, I once
‘bore“arms, and that was the only time I ever-bore arms, when,
with & body of ‘determined ~men, and -in  defiance of the
statutes of the state in ‘which I lived, we attacked the prison
to release a negro slave, who was incarcerated ‘there, in my own
city of Boston, for the purpose-of being returned: into bondage; and
I'then said what I now repeat, that I would cut my way through
o file.of United States or any other soldiers from Boston to Canada,
to aid in the release of one glgitivﬁ slave, - So: I-now say, that, in
aid of the. principle -of disenthralling -the human mind from the
false fetters of false creeds, whether: of theology or materialism, I
would not be afraid of stoled priests or institutions of any kind. But
1 say, preserve the soul of man at all hazards,. If institutions, altars,
.cersmonials, must crumble, let 'us have the pure unadulterated
faith; let ‘us wrest it from the hands that have misnamed and
abused it ; let us define what is meant by religion, and not allow it
to-be made the sneer and jest of every idler's tongue. It was my
faith and my religion to disenthral humanity, whether serving as
slaves to slave-drivers in: chattel servitude, or -as slaves to priest,
king; or ‘human passions, I see no difference. But let us not

fail ‘to observe. that humanity 'itself offers so grand dn altar

and so divine a sacrifice that he is indeed -a -laggard that does
not. see ‘the. opportunity -of -expanding his. faith and devotion
on behalf of & favoured principle. " Therefore, the religion which
I consider to be.a primal foundation of human society, upon
which all- thought and government:has- properly been erected,
is that religion: which makes the best men and the best women,
which gives  the greatest courage and faith and hope and forti-
tude; and I join hands without any fear with whatever religion,
under whatever name, that causes mankind to be more united,
more. fearless of death - or: degradation of any kind, more filled
with “hope -and ‘aspiration -and the promptings.of a lofty aund
divine faith; and I denythat “it belongs to the essential
thought of any religion to rob man- of these requisites and attri-
butes. :On the. contrary, I believe it “to  be the foundation
of “all ‘aneient faiths ‘that the sublime and perfect unity be-
tween the soul of ‘man and ‘the soul of ‘deity is to the end
that the soul of man ‘shall best express, and in the highest manner,
the attributes of the Infinite; and that when these are expressed the
world and human society becomes the highest epitome of religion.
‘When they are not expressed the world and human society become
the most degraded. B i

I confess to you that I recognise

‘the- epoéhs or times in the
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history of every religion when it loges the primal fervour end
the original faith of its inspirations, and of those who founded
it, and then it serves the purpose of kings and priests. " I recognise
the fact that the'incorporation, or I may say the organisation, of
ecclesiastical societies n all time has. been accompanied by the
greatest amount of slanghter and the greatest amount of wrong to
umen kind. I acknowledge and I see that with Mohamedanism
overrunning all Asia, and Christianity overrunning Europe--the
bloodshed end the Inquisition and the- torture that:have been
wrought in the name.of these two religions have been sufficient to
bury & world in its ruins, I admit t6 you that in_all stages of the
world bigotry has beén made the excuse for persecution, and I
recognise no difference between the bigotry of materialism which
denies all faith, and persecutes it, and that bigotry of ecclesiasticism
which denies all freedom of -opinion, and. persecutes that.” I cox-
gider that mankind has been slaughtered by ignorance; not by
lmowledge, not by religion, not by any thought of good in any
direction. I consider that this ignorance, walking side by side with
Imowledge, takes the place of it whenever the spiritual fireg are
allowed to go out, whenever the zeal which kindled the first inspi-
ration is allowed to falter ; and if the continuous avenues of inspira-
tion were kept open a8 they were in the primal deys of each- faith
in the world, then these-altars could not be desecrated, and blood-
shed could not ensue.  If in' pursuance of the thought of Luther
there had been a peaceful warfare waged against the idolatrous
forms of the Roman -Catholic- Church, England would. not have
witnessed her convulsions-and tortures, and there would not have
been alternately first one and then the: other power in supremacy,
each waging a war of extermination against” the other; Had
it been that the firat thought of a Christian  dispensation were
realised, it would -not have* been necessary for the first ten
persecutions to have visited the Christians, and such a spectacle
would not have been presented as that of the bloody: Constantine
being the first to put & stop to these: inhuman persecutions. Nor
would any of the severities of the Hebraic ‘dispensation “have been
practised had the original faith been adhered: to."  But thess.are
no more & plea against the common religion of a common humenity
than were the warvs of Santa Domingo a plea against freedom when
the slaves rose in -insurrection because’ they had' been: enslaved.
Take away slavery, and there could never "have beenan - insurrec-
tion. Take away human ignorance and folly, and ambition and
the servitude of pride and of kings; and’ of all that makes humanity
the tool of external ambition, and you will have no religious wars,
Take away from man that selfishness or that pride;.or that petty
desire of power which prompts him to impose s task upon: his
fellow-man that he is not willing to perform,-and you will have no
wars of religion or any other kind.  But I say that war is God’s
avenging power. hen - wrong ~after wrong accumulates, the
Nemesis of war then must. come, not because of the truth, but be-
cause of its violation.. Show me any history of religious warfare,
and I will point you to a preceding state of enslavement and. cor-

. ruption. Show me any period of political contention, and I will

point out to you causes that have led: to it in. the corruption and
abuges of those in power. - Point .out to nie any epoch wheve there
hes been outrage upon common sense and virtue- and ‘all that con-
stitutes the rights of humanity, and- I will show ‘you a preceding
epoch of corruption and pleasure and sensual outward display;
Egypt fell because her altars had been” desecrated and hershrines
given over to the worship ‘uf the senses. - The Brahminical altars
were deserted in the Hast because - the over-populous’ country
revelled in the delights of: the senees. - Buddha came with a new
message and taught the:-severity of outward life and the sacrifice
of the senses touﬁxe spirit, - The reformation culminated in Con-
fucius, who gave to the world the wonders of his philosopliy. - We
can show that each successive ‘step in’ civilisation hag beet one
wherein religion in its first stage hasproduced reformation, wherein
prosperity has produced ‘corruption and abuse, and, as. soon ‘as  reli-
gion became the *handmaiden of power, has produced warfare and
destruction, But for the individual lives and souls-that have been
thus outwrought to eternity we have to thank all ‘religions of ‘all
ages; and so that a soul gaina strength, greatness, heroism; virtus,
ower, spirituality, it does not. matter through what process; the
arvest is reaped by heaven, and the soul -of ‘man ‘and humanity is
made better therefrom.: . T S
I was engaged during the whole period of my adult life in an
investigation and compilation of the ancient records of all religions.
The results of that labour I-have never given to the world, because
my earthly life terminated in the midst of themi, but at some
future time I hope they may be given “in other lives or in other
ways; but certain it is that my investizations have not ceased with
the discontinuance of my life; and under the guidance of a wise
and ancient spirit I have been -enabled to visit the varioiis heayens
or sl;])iritual states of the believers in different kinds of religion; and
with your permission, I will give you what I have found in'these
spiritual states as briefly as possible, showing to you that even in
spiritual life the same Individuality prevails, to the extent, for a
time, of each person retaining his peculiar views, and only merging
them into & general religious atmosphere after different ages of
advancement and ‘growth.  Those of you who are-familiar with
the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg may have thought with my-
self that much of his statement was the result of an over-heated
and feverish imagination ; that the different states which:he'found
in the spiritual life, in his temporary visitations of 'it, were rather
states of over-wrought fancy, suppliéd by & genuine inspiration,
but peopled somewhat by his own mind, - Under the guidance and
assistance of Emanuel Swedenborg and others, I have heen ensbled
to see that thege states of spiritual existence were not over-drawn,

that the pictures of dissmbodied minds having passed from earth
with certain predominating theplogical idess have continued, and
that these -theological idess form for a-period the bulk of this
epiritual existence. Therefors I have not been surprised to find some
two or three hundred different states or spheres occupied by two or
three hundred different sects of the Christian religion, each fully
under the belief that they alone are the -fortunate and favoured
ones, abiding in the heaven set apart for them. I find also that
mafy of them are till so narrow-minded and - bigoted in" their
thought, that-they will not venture, even when they have an
opportunity, beyond the pale. of their own particular heaven, lest
they should wander out of paradise, with which, being in, they are
not: satisfied, since it affords but a limited  ocenpation for their
minds; but for the time being: the various denominations occupy
their ideal spiritual state, and are really to be found engaged in
ginging and performing the devotions which they expect: wiﬁ .con-
tinue for ever and ever, but which, after a period; they do not even
find satisfy the hungry longings of their svuls for greater spiritual
knowledge. - I find the Christian ‘nations to he immediately sur-
rounded and overshadowed, not only by these circles of spirits, but
by all those who, outside of any denomination or religion; have a
prevailing atmosphere that is similar, and by those who having no
religion are drawn to.the earth and’ its spheres through ‘ignorance,
de}())raved tastes, or lives that were barren of spiritual uses,

- On emerging from these states or-atmospheres, T was permitted
to visit the various heavens of Eastern: countries, and I found an
Egyptian-heaven, where Osiris is gtill worshipped, and where those
in’communication with his ministers or-angels still occupy them-
selves with:the solution of the: mysteries of the ancient Orisses.and
the veiled name of Isis, the mother of the earth.’ I have seen
them -occupied ' there in their various ceremonials, wherein at’ the
fountains -of - pleasure  or of pain they baptise their souls, and are
made free for the time being from what théy supposs to beearthly
stains and contamination.  And.I not only find that. thisis'a real
spiritual state, but I find it has'a suitable place in.the order of suc-
cegsion of spiritual spheres, and that there is just-as much aplace
and room for the- ancient Egyptian- heaven  as there is for the
modern- Christian heaven, or the various spheres: of the modern
beligver .in "Spiritualism. = I‘find the Brahminical heaven situated
far to the south,: towards the constellation known as the Southern
Cross, where Indra, the favourite angel or messenger,still performs
his journeyings to and from the earth, and pictures to the inhabi-
tants of the Xast, in their dreamy and transcendental manner, the
various-orders of souls that arrive. ‘Theirsis a state wherein ‘the
soul or spirit seems unconsciously dreaming the hours away, wait-
ing for renewed contact with. matter upon: earth or-in“some other
world. “And I find the Brahminical heaven as real as the Chinese
empire, or 48 any part of the: Indies  might be.: I visit also the
Paradise- of - Mahomet, and I find -eertain sensual - souls, whose
thought followed Mahomet, engaged in-the delights- that ever
satiate - yet:never satisfy, intent upon the pursuit of ‘those same
pleasures ‘that occupied - their 'ideal when “upon earth, andthese
souls, until they are’ wearied, -will continue to abide in' that
paradise where the houris are the creation of ‘their fancy, or exist
there as abiding spiritsin similar conditions to wait for a change to
release them from the thraldom of the senses. I find, too, that the
various spheres ordenominations are presided  over by ‘suitable
angels of their own order,and that thess,%y subtle laws of communi~
cation and ‘sympathy, have communion -withhighier spirits’ who,
from.‘these verious" circles, have risen free and  dissnthralled from
any form of outward worship, only abiding:in the faith-of ‘the one

primal Spirit. - L i B

I find, as I stated, the Hebrew :heaven occupied: by those
who are still waiting the coming of ‘their Messiah, and who still
believe. that: they will live in the New: Jerusalem upon sarth
when their king shall appear; and these possess ancient"altars over
which preside the Rabbis of their order, atill waiting for the dawn-
ing ‘of the day -which shall' restore to the Children of Israel the
earth, and ‘wherein -the wicked shall:be:congumed-and -the righ-
teous shall be saved for evermore. - And I find, again, returning to
the Christian dispensation, the various orders of believers hovering
over Rome, and over Protestant countries ; ‘the ancient papists still
intent” upon retaining for theirsect  the. power and citadel of
St. Peter, the Vatican, and ‘all the:offices of the Church intact;
and these, with the:utmost intent and. zeal, are still engaged in
their forms of ‘devotion, waiting. for the time when: the Catholic
Church: shall abide everywhere and be"the only true- faith. ' They
will. weit e long time, you and I know, but still they wait. I find
also'different Protestant denominations each intheir own: sphere
confined and limited within the walls of their special creeds, wait~
ing the day: of wrath, the dispensetion of that judgment which
they expect to be literal and external, while: the judgment is pass-
ing every day before them, and . the true avenger ‘calléd justice is
visiting every nation even now-with the chastising hand.: I find,
above and - beyond - these,: which occupy the immediate sphere
around the earth, the various spirits that have tisen from- these
orders, and perceive that within the [imits of any particulsr faith
is not found all religion. - I find that those are enabled to see ‘that
all these forms of faith are but:so many different” colours-in the
glass of life of which the one: light is God’s white inspiration and
love, and of which thess are the various lights that they have seen
God through.. T-find this sphere above and beyond- theearth,
occupied: by those” who- worship the ‘true, abiding and universal
spirit of the universe, whose name is.(God, Jehovah, Lord, but
who, without a name that can be pronounced by mortal lips, is the
one only and - abiding Soul of the Universe; and these perform
their deeds of worship after the manner which I witnessed and I will
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“one of the ministers of this new religion, and every spirit, and

. will come when we and all o
heart love our fellow-beings as ourselves—when we, with one |
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desctibe to you. . Instead of being intent on auy particular quarter of |
the world, or upon what is transpiring in any nationality or among
any'people, these spirits are occu;lxlled in various errands of mercy, in
conveying meesagesof peace to"the nations of the earth, and in per-
forniin 'ﬁgheir devotions by constently searching their own thoughts
to 8ée. tglmt ‘there is no impure, unhallowed, or setisuous thought

remilning,. -

Ints tilﬂ sphere only those souls that are demominated by
Swedenborg “angels” can enter, and they work for ever in
sccord with the higher and more advanced minds who are in the

here of Beneficence, and who belong to those who give to
humanity the benedictions, the adorations, the hopes, the desires,
the faiths, and the certainties of release from the thraldom of all
foar; and into the heaven of this divine comp ay, those that have
been named as prophets and seers,and as_guiding lights amon,
all nations, I was permitted to enter, that I might visit the ea:
and relate what I had seen, I found there no creed, no external
altar, no temple, no ontward shrine. I found that every soul is
an altar, and every spirit & chrine, and every mind a hallowed
temple, whose thoughts are like unto: winged aspirations, whose
desires cleave the air like prayers, having the wings of manifold
might, each one of which drops manifold blessings to the
spheres that are beneath them, and to mortals; I found no
wrangling and discordant sects, no warfare upon technicalities, no
outward semblance or shape of worship, but such profound silence
of awe that you could hear the thought of -the higher angels|-
above, each one of which is freighted with some hlessing to-
disenthral the souls that are in prison, I found here the risen
martyrs and saviours of every clime that, higher than I could see,
pour their baptismal thought like silvery showers upon. the
atmos&)here, and these in turn went out-hke spheres, and- were
wafted to the uttermost parts of the lower spheres: of - the earth,
And I found that every desire became an aspiration, and. every as-

Like the moaning of the tempest
Far out on the distant sea,

Like all sounds of earth and heaven
Be our song of praise to Thee,

Like the sweet lips of the flowers
When they close their lives in prayer,
Like the rustling ‘mid the bowers
* . -Of the clear and sparkling air,
.Like the dew-drop .on the bosom
! Of the rare un?olding 086,
_:Be our praise to Thee, O Father ;
. May our spirite’ prayer disclose,

‘Far above and far around us,
In the endless voice of day,
Myriad angels ever wending,
“ " Stoop to earth and inly pray ;
- -Pray with hands like benedictions
" That, extending o’er the earth,
-~ Rescue thoss from deep aflictions,
0 Sowing seeds of ‘higher worth,

- Far above and far around us,
- Opens wide the starry rose,
-“Which Thy hand for ever foldeth,
- Which unto Thy voice mey cloge ;
.- "And all souls, with- deepest measure,
- Keeping time unto Thy heart,
Fill the earth with joy and pleasure;
... Never more may it depart.
~And we praise Thee, God, cur Giver,
" "With our thoughts and with our deeds;
“Liet, us praise Thy Spirit ever
For ghy kindness to our needs.

. The foﬂowing poem was delivered at the close of the a.ddreaséigz

piration became a prayer, and every prayer became-a fulfilment | the spirit # A, A. Ballou,” through Mrs. Tappan, in Caven

and every fulﬁ]g.nent represented the possible of man. -And I} Rooms, on Sunday evening, May 23rd. In the concluding sentence

found that Christ, the elder brother of men, is believed in that | of the address the' controlling spirit said, “The poem, which will

:Ehere to represent the prophecy of the human race when ell, in | follow, will be given by a spirit whose earthly name was Emily,
o

coming ages, shall be freed from any form of bigotry or shame,

and each and all shall unite in emulating this sphere of Beneficence
that they may bestow the blessings of life and hope upon humenity.
And I had heard it whispered through  the vaults. of that seem-
ingly boundless sphere that the next  raligion“which would come
to man, whose forebodings have already dawned, and whose feet
have already pressed the earth, albeit those feet ‘have beenpierced
with sharp stones and many & thorn, is that reliiion of Beneticence,
whose prayer shall be vocal with work, whose thought of adoration
shall be the praise of God in performing deeds of loving kindness to
man, and whose temples, altars, shrines, and priests shall be chosen
from amongst the places that are now filled with human shame,

Iheard it whispered in the silence of profoundest worship, while
I, with reverent head, listened that I might bring you this messege,
that the prevailing religion in the coming time shall be neither
that of the esst nor of the west, neither Zoroaster, nor Buddha, nor.

Brahma, nor Osiris, nor the Hebraic, nor the modern theology. of | -

Christendom, but that Divine Humanity which shall uplift, disen-
thral, and release every soul that is in chains, - X heard it whispered -
that the priestsin the new dispensation should be the sweet mouths of
children, or the gentle speech of woman, or the reverend, revered
head of the grey-haired sire, or whoever has a word, or-a work, or
& message for man, I heard it whispered that science, with all her
pride and power, shall not trample out of man’s soul any_belief of |
the existence of God, in his loving mercy, orthe soul in its divine
humanity ; that immortality, like a steady flame of constant light,
ghall illumine all the desolate places, and. make the berren study
of the man of science luminous with its glory, and make-all ‘places
of crime, and misery, and shame, the fitting temples for the hahita-
tion of men. I heard it whispered that the prisons and charnel-

houses, and vaults, and scenes of human crime.and suffering shall |

be exchanged for temples of joy and gladness, wherein-the sweet

sounds of music and the merry voices of children that bask allday | -

in the sun's rays, shall make the earth %}ad; that every prayer.of
every soul upon earth shall rise like the manifold incense and:
offering from the shrine of grateful heerts, and like the-blended
perfume of Howers or the sweet notes of combined melody, making
the whole earth one pean of praise; and that every human soul is

every peir of hands, and every willing foot, may %Zen to do- the
‘bidding of the new Messish, who giveth to man pesSie and happi-
ness when he for peace and happiness prays with his whole mind
and soul. Therefore, I give you this peace, well kmowing that it

fy us with undivided aim and unerring

intent and purpose, worship God by loving his creatures.

POEM.

O thou Infinite Jehovah !
Buler over earth and s?v ;
. Soul of all sonls, mighty Spirit,
King of kings, Thou art most high,
Ages proclaim Thy g]:eatness,
All the future is Thine own;
Present time is in Thy keeping,
Peasant’s cot and starry throne.

Like the voices of the pine-trees
In the mountain’s mystic height,
Like the rushing of the waters
When they léap to greet the light,

who was & companion and friend of my earthly, as she is of my
spiritual, life.” -0 ,
" The ‘spirit of “Emily,” having sssumed control, said: *The
Rev. Adin Ballou, in writing of the ¢ O1d House at Hopedale,’ says
¢ Honour and peace to its ruins,’ and ¢ Would that those hopes bad
been better realised ’; I therefore dedicate this poem to him and
his coadjutors and shall demominate it -
"THE OLD AND THE NEW EDIFICE.*
+ Pence to its ruins,” * honour and peace,” you say,
‘“Amen,” saith every heart who learns to prize
Things for their real valus, not display
Of splendour, in things fair seen of men’s eyes,
*_Or.monumental marbles that make men moan
" “Q'er doubtful virtues and good deeds undone,

The humble habitation in the dale, - =
~Builded by stalwart:hands, by slow degrees
Enlarged to shelter scions of the vale, "
Until they, too, by virtuous increase -
- Could sow. the sesds of commerce or of state,
- Unmindful of the lowly dwelling's fate,
_ .- A century of mingled doubts and fears,
27 Of torturing-dull dross of meaner things
- To lofty purposes—of treasured joys and tears—
“May sarve us somewhat for these offerings ;
~““Dust to the dust ”—only the soul survives,
- And man’s best monument, is that he lives.

Along the Nile’s low banks the ancient cross
Served as an index of the rising tide,
Whereby Egypt might count her gain or loss
Of harvest by the marks upon its side;
The ebb and flow of human tides afford
‘Indices for the harvest of the Lord.

Yet Egypt's desolation is made bare,
Her pyramids afford no sacred shrine,
They pierce alone the clear and voiceless air ;
Earth has no name for her dead things divine ;
No human hopes have burst to lovely bloom,
Within our history o’er Egypt's tomb.

The genius of Religion sped away,
-And shall we follow to Jerusalem,
Marking where grandeur led to her decay,
.~ And blood-stained streete—wearily trod by Him
“Who came loving the world and so was slain—
Since the Men-child is ever born of pain—

Or to Art’s monumental altar, Roms, 7
. Adorned and crowned by ever Eerfoct grdce,
. Borrowed from him who plnnngg or proudest dome,
And him who traced each dear Madonna's face ?
Ah me! the blood-stains follow everywhere,

And tombs alone prevail ; Art's tomb even there,

We trace the genius westward, and must tread
O'er flelds of torture, deep in battle-blood,
To ‘where the monuments of England’s dead
Survive the Reformation’s flery flood.
Religion nowhere found a peaceful place ;
The nations sought in vain her blessid face,

" # The controlling spirit was obliged to omit about one-third of the poem in de-
i etflnm’u brain was too much exhausted, The entire poem is

8]
livering it, as the m
given above.—A. A, B,
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Tife-bread turned into bitterness and gall,
Religion (misnamed) at the feast of Blood,
The world a-shivering beneath the pall
Of desolation, hungering for food;
Tt the heart groan, when spire and dome survive
" The spirit—dust to dust—only the soul oan live.

Somewhere upon the earth, in human mind,
The pure first altar-flame must ever burn—
The sacred offering of humankind, :
‘Which prompts the spirit heavenward to turn—-
Thro’ prophet, sage, post, and martyr elain,
Presorved to disenthral earth again.

Now turn we to our charméd resting-slnce; ,
The thought survives with manifold white wings,
Revealing to the world God’s hidden face,
By blessad images and murmurings; '
The rare Shekinah of the cloud and fiame,
Guiding the wandering people in his name.

‘What trembling ardours all along your heart
Kingdled the promise of a better day;
A pure Religion made of life a part,
ose fire should burn the dross of sense away, .
And purify the gold of human thought
To finest deeds of holiness outwrought. -

What tokens, too, Grod’s voice within the bush-— -
The fire of newer life and hope for man, "
The love of God—revealed in rev’rent hush,
And works obedient unto His plan.. =
- Christ who was born in ‘Bethlehem to be
A guide unto the world by Truth made free.

s Ah, that those hopes were better realised:”
Say'st thou thus? thou, who hast sown the seed, .
And seen the flrst fruits gathered unapprized,
Ripened for human' uses, and the need
f the great weary world, whose heart made moan;
That, seeking bread, received ever a stone?

Thou, who hast seen one sin'go down in war '
_(Not thyway, but Grod’s, as naught else sufiiced) ?
Thou who hast seen the dawn of Freedom's star,
And she grown dearer; seen of all men’s'eyes? -

Thou who hast seen the yo’uthskxya.'nd maidehb 20,
Filled with thine ardour, blessed with thylove,

Thy seed of truth on other soil to sow, - ,
rusting the ripening to Him above? :. " ixv.
They tenderly turn back to see thee smile -
Approvingly, as they work on the while.
(Aye, I'am thinking all the while of him -
Through whom your hopes expectant gave to earth
A higher promise; how your eyes grew dim;
hile he grew to an angel by that birth,. -
And, bending o’er yé, seems ever to:say; <
“Thy thought was great, but God's the better way.")
And shall I show what edifice has risen—
Far other than thy dream could ever name—
By the rare ardour, bursting from their prison; - . -
The outward atoms whirled into a flame,
By subtle alchemy. of spirit wrought - .
A transubstantiation, from beav’n caught ?
I use an edifice to symbolize -~ ¢
The building of the epirit-kingdom here;
T'd choose to call it-seed of prophecies, .« >
Borne on the wind and scattered far and - near;,
Or guided by the Master’s potent hand, - -
Sown of His precious harvest in each land. - -
Afar and near, for some in Western wild-
Toach of thy teachings, sow.thy seeds of grace
And one who saw thee only when a child;" :
Btill calls thee * Father” in a lofty place,” -
And inly feels whate'er of gift divine -~
Is hers was somewhat borrowed from-thy shrine:
¢ Absolute Truth ” (I build the temple pure), ~ . .::
Truth is one ray of undivided light; =~
We build it while vast ages shall endure ~ - =
Of primal thoughts, made as Grod’s soul is white.
'or ever, there is one only perfect and best, -’
Striving, and winning that, we gain the rest:
All “ Righteousness ” must be *essential,” cléar,
Since Truth demands the highest, nothing less;
And ever, as her presence draws more near,.
Bhe weaves the precious web of holiness;
Which in our kingdom we for ever weave
With loving thoughts upon the earth to leave. - -
We needs must feel  Responsibility,”: -
Having the Truth, it makes the judgment free ;
No other’ Being for cur failings slain,
Upon our minds and spirits every stain,
Until we each shall purge the dross away,
And bring forth gold, life’s purest gold alway,
“ Bocial reform” (I quote my text aright),
See how the fabric re-appears to-day,
Blowly unfolding to your very sight; .
By right supplanting might through love’s sweet sway,
The blending of the higher world must be
A guide and light to nations thus made free.
“ Human progress!” Yes, tis an endless chain,”
Cyele on cycle thro’ the years of change,
For ever higher purposes to gain, 4 ;
For ever mountain heighta whoss wondrous range,

- Sg;:pnss'all present knowiodge and desire.
- Throughout eternity we still aspire.

“ Perfection ultimate.”  Yes, overy soul,
" ‘Within its small or larger scope, must find
. Perfection first; then, mounting to its goal,
- Eternity’s vast chain may still unwind, ~
.. ~Linkmng all worlds and suns thro’ love to heaven; - -
<. Thus have I shown what hope to earth is given. - -

472 (* But,” gay you, “head down drooping, had he stayed,
%0 "The higher work had been to man more plain, "~ " -
- Bomeone to guide the wandering feet that strayed,
Someons to keep the altar without stain,

-~ And build the outer with the inner plan,
~.*. Whereby Truth’s edifice is given to man.”)

‘Yot he, meanwhile bending his emiling brow,
‘Whose blossom yieldeth fruitage of pure thought,
Whispers, “I build the structure better now; .~
‘We find all outward things are inly wrought;
The grom'ng earth cannot to sire and son -
Yield harvests which the ages have not won..

. “They seldom gather sheaves who sow the grain
Of Truth, nor fruitage from the tender vine
" The vintage of the soul is found in pain,
And sorrow’s feet must press the urple wine,
To prophet, seer, and Saviour, &od s pure word -

) S

.Of promise—the fulfilment to the Lord.” = "

‘ ~Mark this:-you build on earth as high as ye .
7. :Orany hands, on tiptoe strained, can reach;
Then, joining us, turn earthward you and we
With higher culture and more heavenly speech, .. -
S With 1perfect gems-of thought, carved in our home,

<. Complete the edifice-and build its doms, - - ‘

SPIRITUALISM -IN THE IYAINLII;AGES OF NORTHUMBER-

~.:# Know, all; know infidels—unapt to-know—
. "Tis immortality your nature soives;
."Tis immortality deoyphers man,
~And opens'all the myst'ries of his make."—Youna.

~To the Hditor.—Dear Bir,—Upwards of two ysars ago a stray num-
ber of ‘the Mepivu found its way into Seghill. Previously - we
thought  that table-tipping was the only phenomenon connected with
Spiritualism ; however, aiter reading the Mxpiux we found that it had
its institutions, literature, &o,, and now it is even called by the New-
castle press “ the new science,”

Seeing that books were to be had from the Spiritual Institution, we
thought we would * try the spirits ” there; and judge of our surprise
when twenty vols. and about two pounds worth of pamphlets were sent
tous without having sent any money or given any guarantes that we
would return them except our word of honour. This taught us that these
Spiritualists possessed an enormous smount of faith, From that day
to.this that faith has inoreased.  We have returned the books, but not
any mongy for the loan of them. However, sinoe then the truth has
spread far and wide, chasing -away the ‘gloom of hellish darkness that
had settled on the minds-of the- people through the teachings of the
priests ‘of theology and secularism, ‘When common sense takes the
place of dogma and ‘popery it will be _seen that God, the eterna!, must
have created or evolved all that is, and therefore there is nothing abso-
lutely evil, or else Gtod is partly evil, which is nonsense,

‘Mr. James ‘Burns, of the Spiritusl Institution, London, delivered a
lecture. on Spiritualism at Choppington on the 28th of May, to a large
‘audience. . There are many inquirers in and about Choppington. Some
of the most intelligent men in this neighbourhood, ineluding both
secularists and religionists, have turned their attention to this subjeot.
Mr. Robert- Elliott, & man of great intelligence, presided at Mr, Burns's
leoture, and ‘#aid"that he believed the phenomena were genuine, and
that their source was spiritual, Indeed, it was delightful to hear many
‘of these inquirers tell of the tests of identity they have had from loved
ones long since pasted to the spirit-world, This lecture was a complete
‘success. - Both before and after the leoture great excitement provailed
in-the village, "After the leoture the excitement was greater than ever.
‘Some aaid, * He is & olever fellow,” Others said, *“ Why, he's very
logical.” -And some eaid,  But what if it is true after all ; marrow,* it's
“queer.”.  However, this one thing is certain, that truth has taken deep
EOOt in the bearts of many, which no amount of persecution will entirely

estroy. I ; . . . S
: : #Truth, struck to earth, will rise again,

- - The eternal years of God are hers:
- But error wounded writhes in pain,
And  dies amid her worshippers!”

~-The **big leoture,” which has been anxiously looked forward to, has
at last been. delivered by Mr. James Burns, st Beghill, on the 29th of
May: A very seleot audience assembled. Ample justice was done to
the. subject announced, and an animated discussion followed. The
opposition -came principally from Methodist loeal preachers, and,
strange to say, one of them tried to show tbat Spiritualism and secu-
larism could not agree in anything, because Mr. Bradlaugh had said
that-all who were not atheists had not got brains sufficiently developed
to nrrive at that stage. The leoturer, however, disposed of Mr. Brad-
laugh by remarking that he sometimes misrepresented things, and was
not at all times a good authority. He even went so far as to mis-
represent what he had seen at seances. The miracle question, the
‘Divinity of Jesus, and wherein a man’s identity consisted, were next
disoussed. The preachers were all at sea on these questions. The
utility of Spiritualism was made very apparent st this disoussion
in giving & correct answer to the question, * What is man?” The
preachers appeared to be very blind on spiritual things, Many of
this olass obsoure the truth, and these are the men who go among the

people in Grod’s name, preaching * the truth as it is in Jesus,” Verily
*A provinelal phrase, ’




358

JUNE 4, 1875,

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK,

they have orucified the Bon of God afresh, and put him to an open
hama, " If the teachers are so blind what will the people be? How-
ever, there is a portion of men in most of the villages of Northumber-
land who have already reosived the trath fresh from God’s band in the
form of Modern Spiritualism, and have been thereby blessed and en-
lightened on the great:questions of being and deatiny, -

Those who have the means at ‘their disposal, and a heart to use it,
would oonfer a great favour on this district by appointing a trustworthy
and oompetent misgionary medium to go around it to direct and in-
struct investigators in the formation and conduct of circles, and to
warn them against the pitfalls and dangers of unreliable communica-
tions, which are so apt to discourage enthusiastic inquirvers, and to
destroy self-reliance. However, experience always brings them to their
senses in this respeot. ‘ S

Sir, permit the Seghill friends to express their unbounded thanks to
Willisam Hunter, Esq., of Gateshead, for bringing all our lecturers out
from Newcastle to Seghill and taking them back again in his convey-
ance gratis. Iam, Ivoul-s most truly, Grorae ForsrER.

Seghill, May 31, 1875. ‘ S

~ EXTRAORDINARY MATERIALISATIONS THROUGH

MR. ARTHUR COLMAN.

To the Editor,~Dear 8ir,—Having been favoured by a friend with
an invitation to a private seance at her house on Saturday last, the
medium- being Mr. Arthur Colman, I have very grest pleasure -in re-
cording my testimony of the wonderfal manifestations that took place. -

The circle consisted of Mrs. Loader ahd Miss Loader; Miss Vigou-
reux; Joseph - Cotterell, Esq. (of Addison Place, Melbourne Square,
North Brixton), P. L. Ronalds, Esq. (of No. 65, George. Street, Port-
man Square), Mrs. Bullock and her son (of 19; Ohurch" Street, Isling-
ton), and’ myself, . N e

The:doors and windows having been séoured, we formed a circle for
the dark seanoe, in the centre of which eat Mr. Colman. The gas was
pub out, and we all joined hands, - I may here observe thatalthough Mr.
Colman particularly requested me and the other members of the circle
to hold his hands during the dark seance, we all refused to exhibit this
mark-of ‘distrust, S . e
-1 had not then the intention of writing an acoount of the seance, or
I should have: complied with Mr. Colman’s request in order that I
might have stated the fact in this letter for the satisfaction of any per-
son who may read it -However, I partioularly noted that Mr, Colman
clapped his hands during the whole of the dark seance, '

I will now refer briefly to the manifsstations that ocourred while the
light'was out.” ‘A musical-box lying on the floor was wound up, and
carried playing round the room over the heads of the sitters, alighting
onge gently on my left shoulder, from whence it slid down into my lap,
and was removed from my knees by a hand, and placed on the-floor.

I:was frequontly touched and grasped hy living hands having all the
semblance of the touch of warm human hands, and I noticed most par-
ticularly that during the time I held one hand-apparently a-lady’s—
in mine (nearly a minute), and grasped it tightly, the medium’s hands
were vigorously clapped. L L

Beantiful lights were observed floating about the: room, first on' the
floor, then darting to and fro and up to the ceiling: A small* handbell
was taken from an adjoining table, and carried about the room -over
our heads, ringing violently, finally pushed by a hand into my left hand;
minus the handle, broken off by the mysterious ringet, =" 0.

Wo wore addressed in the direot voice by *John'Soott, said.to be
Mr. Colman's nontrolling spirit, who inquired after-a ‘relative of mine
by name—a person, I am quite sure, totally uaknown to Mr. Colman. -

Mz. Cotterell was told that a spirit named - Fanny ™ was by his side,
alx:d,he subsequently informed the company that" his decessed wife bore
that name, - iy : ] : :

"Mr. Ronalds was addressed by a voice purpkorkting‘ to be- that of his’

deceased brother, and carried on a conversation with him, I believe
he stated that he recognised the tone of: his brother's voice. - . = °

After the dark seancé, the sitters were arranged in rows, three deep,
facing a small closet, adjoining.the: room in which we were sitting—in
fact & sort of box cupboard,: e

The door of the closet was thrown open, and a black eurtain suspended.
in. front of the entrance or doorway, having a diamond-shaped aperture
sbout a foot square out:in the curtsin at two-thirds of the distance from
the floor, - o n ot e ‘ ~ S

Mr. Colmian then took his seat “inside the cloget; a lamp was' lighted,
and placed. a little to the right of the .curtain, giving & very fair light,
by which everything and everybody in' the room was" clearly and" dis-
tinetly: discernable—in - fact, almost strong enough to read by, - The
musical-box was sfarted, and we fixed our eyes attentively on the aper-

"We had--but-'a fow minutes to wait before a delicately-sbaped
lady’s hand and arm of dazzling whiteness, and draped in what appeared
to be the finest. cambrio, emerged from the aperture, the dark background
of the curtain throwing it out in strong relief. o
In 8 most graceful manner it beckoned for me to approach the-closet,
and then pointed, with an energy and decision impossible to convey in
words, to the apot where I waB to take my stand. I was no soomer
stationed by the side of the apevture than the hand again emerged
from the gloom of the oloset, to which it had retreated after indicat-
ing the position I was to take up, and took my extended right hand
gontly, and tenderly pressed my fingers, It then ascended to my face,
whu{. it stroked caressingly, and finally retreated, after gently pinching
my lip. o

I most golemnly assort that the hand and arm were perfectly warm
and lifelike~to all appearance being formed of as real flesh and blood
a8 my own ; the drapery encircling the arm was made apparently of as
real material as ulyou oould purchase at a London drapers, although I
. "doubt if you could matoh it for fineness and delicacy of texture. ~As
t.he_vmym,'livigg hand-and arm retreated from the aperture through
which it had besh extorided to neatly its entire length, nglanced quickly
into the closst, and;, mirvellows Yo' relate, not only was the limb at-
tached to mo bedy, bututppenred, sa it dropped towards the floor, to
melk: into. thin gir, i

Nearly all the sitters wero afterwards favoured in like manner,

| nised one of .the faces. -

 form and the medium gimultaneously, and thoigh

After emmininﬁ one of the hands mioutely, Mr. Cotterell asserted
most emphatioally that he recognised it beyond & doubt as$hat of his
deceased wife, - : S e

A man’s ‘hand’ with a ring on one“of the fingers beckoned Mr,
Ronalds to ?proach the aperture, and he ‘ioformed.the company that
he recognised his dead brother’s'hand, the ring having heen taken from
him  by: the spirit at a seance held at another house some evenings
previously. = The hand returned the ring to-Mr. Ronalds,

I may add that all the hands and arms were differently shaped and
draped. . Some were men’s hands; firm and muscular; others, belongin
to women, white and delicate, ~Two hands csme: out beautifully nnz
expressively joined in the attitude of prayet, and twice I saw a muscular
man's -hand * and arm, -bare- nearly to the - shoulder, thrust violently
through the aperture and strike vigorous and resounding blows on the
door'of the closet. - But the most remarkable feature about these mani-
festations - was  the intelligent and imperative manner in which the
hands‘indicated by gestures what they wished the sitters to do.

~ The-way each hand beckoned to the individual whe was required to

step to the aperture, and then pointed emphatically to the spot where
he or she was to ‘stand, and the authoritative wave of the hand that
brooked no denial with which each person was dismissed to his or her
place after having been favoured with & gentle squeeze, warm shake, or
caress, was-wonderful, and cannot be conveyed in words. Verily the
hands seemed. to-speak; and to say to each individual in turn, *Come
here; . #Stand there; " * Now, that's enough for you, go back to your
lage,”: = ‘ :
i All the hands and arms exhibited were characterised by perfect
eymmetry of .form';-they ‘appeared instinet with life and intelligence,
and in .every respect; both to. the touch and the sight, as real, human,
and living as those belonging to any individuel in the room.

Where did they come from?  No person was in the closet but a lad
of two or thires-and-twenty, and yet we saw arms and hands belonging to
nearly a dozen men and women. But I have yet more marvels to relate.
After ‘the * show of ‘hands” we were intently watching the curtain,
when something resembling a cloud or smoke was visible at the aper-
ture, which graduelly developed into a beautiful face, the features per-
fectly" distinot ‘and clearly cut, the head being enveloped in white
drapery. - It was the face of a boy, and bowed gravely to Mr, Ronalds,
who positively afirmed that he recognised the features of his deceased -
son, named Ernest. Several other faces developed in the same manner,
from what appeared a sort of smoke: or cloud; Miss Loder stated that
she recognised ber cousin, and Mrs, Bullock asserted that shé recog-

The faces disappeared in. the same  manner tbat had obaracterised
their appearance, gradually relapsing-into-a shadowy mist or vapour,
until nothing remained. . Thus we actuslly saw.them materialised and
dematerialised before our very eyes. g X

'|+::1 write'this account simply in -‘the interest of truth; and - because I

feel - that ' the “wondrous facts of Spiritualism: cannot. be' too widely
known. - I am perfectly willing to. be appealed to by any person with
reference to the statements made lierein. - I believe that-each individual
whose name I -have given above is equally willing to- bear public testi-
mony to: the extraordinary phenomena witnessed.” < .

‘I think it is-time that the public should- be convinoced of the truth
that we are living in the midst of an unseen world; that, as I flrmly
believe, those we haveloved and lost behind: the dark curtain of death
are still withus, and only .too bappy to assure us‘that.they have not
gone away, but can, although invisible. to  us, still- cheer us with their
presence and watch over us until our time~comes to join them on the
otherside;: that there is no such‘thing &s:death; immortality is a
fact. e S
~Of course I have not the presumption to suppose that my humble
testimony will carfy any-weight when that: of such eminent men as
Meesrs. Crookes,” Wallace, Varley, Howitt,-8. O.-Hall; and a host of
others is quietly ignored. or sneered at by the press and general public,
and ‘our glorious faith made the butt of unsgrupulous-conjurers; wben,
in fact, to confess that you' are  believer in the phenomens and teach-
ings of Spiritualism is to confess yourself a fool, it not 8- madinan.
_But_ every -voios, however: feeble, raised on bebalf of truth, is to a
certain extent a power in the land, and I 'will therefore conclude this
letter by expressing the hope  that some person may be induced by a
perusal. of ‘it to -examine-. for. himself-into: this. new and wondrous
light now dawning on:the world.—I am, dear sir, youra faithfully,

~Fitzroy Road; N.W., June’l, 1875. =~ =... - Hewierr Porrs.

- TESTIMONIAL TO THE NEWCASTLE LADY MEDIUMS.

It is extremely doubtful if there is another: provizoisl society in the
kingdom beside Newcastle that has hitherto been so successful in its
researches .into “modern spiritual  phenomena, Three years ago the
manifestations were-confined to the very elementary but none the less
‘wonderful stage of  table-lifting; which gradually developed until we
obtained all the ordinary phenomensa that occur in dark circles, which
‘have been 8o frequently described in.your columns, as ‘well as the inde-
‘pendent movement ‘of ponderable bodies:not only in a.glimmering light
but in.a brilliantly-illuminated room: -

" 'Wa refrain from giving any detailed account of the so-far wonderful
.way, 88 it is impossible, in view of the higher and latest development of
materialisation, Lo arrest the attention of the reader.

This phase-of phenomena, like the preceding phases, has been a matter
of growth and: development, beginning with the condensation of what is
termed aura force, forming white fleecy clouds, and  ending in beautiful
white-robed beings, now - discoursing sweet musio-on the piano, then
handing biscuit: and fruit, and afterwards leaving us mouvenirs of their
visits in messages written in albuma,: Incredible as all this may appesr,
we are forced by the logic of facts to teatify to their objectivity or doubt
our own sanity, for all kinds of means we could ‘suggest were adopted,
not only to distinguish from, but to identify, if possible, the medium with
the phenomenon of the form, "« o s

Each riew test we proposed we thought would be aonclugive if we had
the same phenomena a8 had. ocourred under previous. conditions, antl
only after ‘our ingenuity failed us to improvise a test that would beabso-
Iute did we resolve that wothing. would be ,ﬁg@iﬂfmriab to mee the

e haye im& this ex-


































