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period, from one year to a thousand, akid;the R?éu’rd ’)()"f-e&o
man's thoughts, words, and actions—that is,“his- ¢ Book' of
Life"—is carefully kept by himself. His memory has only to
be filly openéd, and every secreb thought, and every word and
dééd appear written in letters of light. This view is, to o great
extént, consistent with our experience. There'is such a repord
kept by every one, and this record may be opened at any time, :
ig'partinlly opened in ell of us many times, and for purposes of
judgment. It was opened in the prodigal son of the parable,
when contrasting the fulness and blessedness of -his’ father's
Lionse with the misery and famine.of the sties, he felt and . seid,
7 haye sinned against Heaven and in thy sight, O my father,
and I am-unworthy to be called thy son.” Herd wes an indict-

meénf.préferrad; and the. titor Waa algo ctlprit and judge.
He: il judgineit as regards his
hom ‘the: last, and he stood in'
ths oianll judge. Was the sentence
coh aftot judge the object of its affec-
tiohn oor sinfil ‘sense of: judgment ; it cannot see any-
thing at object deserving of .condemnation. I have
sinned:3gfhingt theo, and enndb worthy to bepalled thy son,”
“0 do:¥at Fndntiop 1b;-ntiwthat yonrtire hoiiie again, you are

Y 8ofi thbn Bvet you:were by fﬂi‘hig “Puf’ another culprit
placés himself bifors his Fathei’s bar, and, in his own way, de-
clares himself unworthy to enjoy any longer the comfort and
happiness  of home. He practically declares himself wanting
in filial and fraternal affection. He has no welcome for the re-
turned brother, and no sympathy with the joy of ‘the father,
Envy in him is stronger than love, and casts it out, and himself
with it. He is the greater prodigal, who wastes not material
wealth, but love itself. The younger brother is now ‘at home
with his father, the elder is outgide ; he has been his own judge
and executioner. With him, however, the judgment is not final
but-partial: - He aldo, though with greater difficulty, shall come
to himself—to o realisation of the true man within him, and
then he ghall go home to the final judgment to say, * Father, I
am not worthy to be called thy
be thy servant; but only let me be néar to thee to render what
service:I may.” . - el L A
it e Ror Love shall win the wrestls,
Shall conquer even these ;
They burst in tears and- nestle
RS Like ohildren to his knees,” .
In both cases, not the father, but the sons were- their own
Judges. 8o in every final judgment- of the individual = *The
Father,” as Jesus said, *judges no man, but hath committed
all judgnient to the Son, because he is-the Son-of Man.” - We¢
Tmust be judged by our peers, by those who have lived our life,
and have experienced. its trials and temptations; - =
In its Jowest condition, judgment is merely another name for
revenge.- “ Revenge is a wild justice.” -Justice. was only emerg-
ing from that condition under the Jewish" polity from its begin-
ning-to -its’ end. - The homicide might be slain by any relation
of the deceased; unless he could escape to-one of the cities of
.refuge appointed - to temper the insanity . of . justice. = The
law which condemned Sabbath-breakers to be stoned ‘was
only obsolete in the time of Christ because the Romans, who
had attained to a higher civilisation, held the power: of life and
death in their own hands. This is evident from the case, re-
corded in the 8th Chapter of St. John’s: Gospel, of the woman
brought by her ‘accusers into-the Temple.: In-that case we-
have also an example of how the “Son of Man " judges, and is
“to judge, transgressors. - * Moses in the law,” said her accusers,
“ commanded that suchshould be stoned, but what sayest
ou?” He had no need; in this.instance, to say anytlhing
contrary to Moses. Stoned, yes, only she cannot be stoned, or
‘even condemned, by anyone who, according to the same law, is
virtually dead, because he ought to have been stoned long
before. - The executioners must be those guiltless of the same
crime. * Let him who is without sin cast the first stone.”
% He speaks, in every charnel breast, :
Dead oonscience rises slow; -~
They, dumb before the awful. guest,
Turn one by one and go,”. - Lo oo
. % Woman,” said the only one capable. of judging ‘her, * where
are those thine accusers ; hath no man condemned thee ?” " No,
ho man ; some animals, some brutes had condemned. her, but no
mgn, unless this man will, and, being truly Man, he will not.
Nevertheless, he had acted as judge. He had cast a light into
the ‘secret recesses of the heart of each accuser, which brought
every hidden act to judgment; and they went forth, each man
jindged and condemned by himself. DR
“ With dvery advance in civilisation ‘judgment becomes more

_just, and consequently moro meroiful. = There is no necessary

:ppt%"ﬁopism between justice and mercy.: Divine mercy is merely
another word for the highest justice.- If every. infraction of
1hw, whether physical or moral, meets with its due “punish-
. ment, it is so ordained in mercy to ‘the sifferer aswell asin
warning.to others. It.is the voice of God telling him, in the
‘only language he can as yet understand, that he must carefully
-avoid doing harm to himself or to his neighbour, - But the gins
of the fathers, whether moral or physical,: are visited upon the
_children. Truly, because humanity is one. All men, from first
;to last, constifute one humanity—one man. Therefore no one
_can do a wrong, however slight, without all, more or less as

son ; brother, I am unworthy to | - :
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!16“5!1 1 cati'éijoy-a blessing il which évéry man' at ghare.

mah oiit 6 i overy
Haw'alij oné attained perfootion, whethier in:this
tugl world, thén -his 8piritual life-blood flows mor
veins of every member .of humanity, whether jonb
earth was before or after his; for humanity, like Deity; 6f which
it i3 the embodiment, is absolutely one in essérice oh mani
fold in manifestation. The * Son of Msp,* thi
manly nature, is the judge of meny forithe lai
Judgment of every individual is Wwhen'he,jud;
can only effectively judge himself. s
reveals what he is‘in confpst with whi
him. When Paul called: himself itHe
wrote in mental -agony, 0, wref
shall deliver me fiom this bady of degth ?” §
tion of his real feelings—nny, it may. be, it wag mjere ‘
inadequate exprésion of what he felt.:-The feeling: and yit
was a kind of splritiihl photomotet,: 51

of light illuminatitig- the hitheiti-1
a8 the elestric'light- Feveals impurif|
in ordinary dejlight - seemsquite
the ordinery stendar daduot - Arp S
almost perfect, but whenthi:Golden B %b ;,:ﬁo]gf\ ;
“ the meastre of a man. thet 18°6f an sngetlc=ivanplN; our
self-estimate is altered “With. the neWtile of éompt:

gon. We
cannot now think how much better we are than some of our
‘neighbours, for in the new light and with the perféet standard
the difference between ourselves and the reputedly worst be-
comes infinitesimal, while the differerice between what we are
and what we are destined to become seems infinite.
Cp 40, look not on the heart I bring,
It is too low and poor’;
- I'would not have thee love a thing
Which T ean ill endure.
Nor love me for the sake of what
I would be if T could; -
O'er heights, ag o’er the marshy flat,
Still soars the sky: of good. ‘
‘Bee,-love; afar, the heavenly man
_The will of Grod would nake
+~..The-thing I must be when I'can
R * . Love; thou, for Love’s dear sake.” -~
" This sense of the différence between a man’s present state as
compared with perfect'manhood has nothing. in common with
upbraidings of conscicnce for wrong. done, or right neglected.
Such upbraidings “aregood ; they are the signs of life, and a
pledge of amendment ; but.the light that causes them is not of
the same degrec as the greater light which réveals what God
is;.and- what He ‘means us to become. . The same light that
revealed Paul to himself a chief -of sinners, also revealed thap,
for the time being; he could not be otherwise. - ‘“The good that
I'would I'do not, and the evil that I would not that I'do.” But,
“itis- no longer I that do. it; but sin; that- dwelleth in me.”
While of his past life he ‘affirms, ‘I obtained mercy because I
did it ignorantly in unbelief,” and Paul’s master prayed for his
executioners—* Father, forgive them, for. they know not what
they do.”:. ‘“If Thou, Lord,” says an Old-Testament writer,
¢ shouldst ~ mark- iniquities, who . shall stand?”* He does
mark - iniquity, ‘and - no -one' stands;: He: takes away all
iniquity, ‘or ‘unequalness in:relation to a perfect standard,
and . every one stands. "It may- also. be said, *if Thou,
Lord, 'shouldst forgive every. sin -done . in ignorance, who
can be condemned ?” Can any sin-be committed that is not
a8in, ‘more: or .less manifestly, -of .jgnorance?. Human law
does sometimes make a distinction between ignorant and wilful
transgression.. It always endeavours to distinguish between a
sanc. and- insane- criminal, but it cannot as yet treat every
criminal a8 ignorant: or. insane; which he gurely is, for in the
sight of higher intelligence all sin and crime:are the results of
ignorance or madness, and must be 50 accounted in finally judg-
ing the criminal. - In'every intermediate judgment, whether it
takes place here or in thé spiritual world, the culprit is held re-
sponsible for “his actions, and punishment is awarded according

-1 to:the nature of - the offence; and according to the state of

gociety in which he lives.  ‘Such judgment and penalty are for
the' good of tlie criminal, as well as for the safety of society.
Does: he' suffer the' last penalty that human:law can ipflict,
and which in a further stage of progress may not be inflicted ?
He is in“such case:no worse off than before. *T'o have committed
the crime which led “to° the punishment . is  the dreadful thing,
not the punishment itself. : He may; where-he is-sent, have to
endure” more grievous punishments before the anger or the
avarice which ‘induced the crime can be eradicated from his
soul. . More criminals escape than undergo punishment in this
world. - In the next.there-is no possibility of escape. No eye
but ‘his own and-that of his victim saw_the deed, but his vietim
goes before him as a witness and avenger, and even if he freely
forgive, 80 long as the crimingl. carries with him- the crime un-
absolved; 8o long ‘is he the victim of the condition of mind
which made the crime possible. --A wolf suffers no remorse for
having slain an innocent lamb, and there :are human beings
with 8o much ofthe :wolfish. nature ovcrlying their humanity,
that it may be long before the human xature can-assert itself.
It is there, however, and must assert itself, and fearful may be
the birth-pangs of the transition from the brutal to the human
consciousness. . It is-not, however, those sins and-crimes which,

, t,hgy are AT OT remote from his infiuence, suffericg for it. So!

a8 affecting the present constitution of society more immedi-
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ately tHalt others, dre-regarded with greater ‘dbhorrence and
© eubjett to v_%fézféfﬂ@@lﬁes that are most difficult of separstion
. fromiv.the vict{ms -0f the

‘n defoet of sympathy nd helpfulness ; pride, and supposed self-
righteousness which leads to contempt of others, are more diffi-

Wwag ,lli,ungr‘y“, and ye gave me no meat ; thirsty, and yé gave me

cult, of remedy. than what human law recognises as crime. “1

‘o deipk ; nakéd and a stranger, and ye did not minister unto.

" me Jhisto guch, that the sentence * Depart” is pronounced-—

‘At thé final judgment? - No. By Christ? Only in the sense of

“his bejrig_the, Son of Man—the representative of humanity in

‘all gtages.of prdgress, from sin to holiness, imperfection to perfec-

tipn, finitude to infinity. It is a real judgment, though a left-
handed one, and therefore not final; a judgment against the
" condition of the victims, not against the victims themselves,
though it necessirily seems so. ~When their condition is so
altered that selfishness gives place to benevdlence, apathy to
sympathy, and pride to humility,” they take their placeon the

. right hand of the Judge, and become subjects of ‘the final judg--

ment, * Come, ye blessed “of the Fathet,’ inherit the kingdom
g{epared for you” This is simple justice, and nothing more.
o condemnation of any man:can. be final, because every man

~ is born to be blessed and glorified, not to be condemned. No:
final condemnation could be just; for although man' is not-the

creature of circumgtances, but the child of God; each individual

member of society-is 8o influenced 'in ‘the: external degrees of

life by the character of his ancestors, the place of his birth, lis
perentage; and all-associations of his-éarthly life in'every stage

of being, that he could not be other than he is. - The churches

to a certain extent admit this fact, but: place man’s résponsi-
bility upon his acceptance or rejection of certain alleged truths
which they term *‘the Gospel.” Ll

Now, I cannot deny that a true faith is essential to ,salmtion.'
It is with spiritual as with- natural life. -:If & man has no faith

in the alphabet, the hieavensof literature-and science are closed

againgt him. - If he has no belief in law and order, he lacks the |

wedding ‘garment of social ‘life, and: soeiety condemns’ him t6
exclusion until he attains to a better state of mind.: - So, untila
man has the heavenly condition resulting from a true-faith, he
cannot hecome o :subject: of the: Lkingdom: of heaven. - His

temporary banishment to a lower sphere is the only way by
. which he can "be. brought -into harmony with the higher life.

All such relative judgments are just, but when: it is- a-question

of final judgment we must examine the -acquittals and condem-:

nations in a higher degree of light; and Whether aman is tobe
tried by his faith or his-works, or by both together; the question
of his responsibility ‘cannot be ignored; otherwise the judgment
is partial and unjust. :You are amoug the sheep on the right
hand of the Judge, and your brother is with the goats on the
left. Is it your superior gooduness: that has:placed.you there?
Oh, no! your song is*non nobis,” not unto-us;-and may not
your brother on-the left also sing the same song in a minor
key? It is of the Divine mercy; you acknowledge, and not from
any superior merlt of “yours,:that you:are among  tho ac-
cepted. Then of whose mercy or unmercifulness is it that your
brother is rejected ?- % Oh,” you say; ¢ that is his own fault; the

gospel was offered to him as fully and freely as to us, but he re-
Jected it. “And :you accepted it. Well, that was something.

meritorious, surely, since it has got the reward of merit. ¢ Not
80,” you reply; ‘“there is no merit, for the Lord opened our

hearts and disposed them to receive the glad tidings.” * Did Ho,
_ then, close, or, which is the same thing, not open your neigh--

bour'’s heart?  If no merit is due to you for receiving the good
news, no demerit; can ‘be attributed to him for not receiving.

The gospel came to you as gladtidings;lﬂacause it found: you:
under cirenmstances which' inclined you to hear “and to accept..

It did not come to your brother under such circumstances, or he
would have received it “as readily as you did. - No man rejects
& gospel, or good news knowing it to be so; and until it.comes
to him at a suitable time, and urder: suitabje circumstances; he
has not really heard the gospel. - You proclaim the good news,
say, whep a man is Intoxicatqd, or has a brain fever, and make him
responsibla for nat hearing and receiving. “Whatever incapaci-

tates the hearer, renders the good tidings unheard until he is

capable of pearing; understanding, and accepting. - .

If you have attained to a certain stage of salvation. before
your apparently - less-favoured :neighbour, it is' not: for' your
o%n sake solely or chiefly, but that you may from a higher ele-
vation reach down & helping hand to those beneath. Spiritual
rank is measured by capacity of service. The greatest of all is
the servant of all. T P A

One event associated with the idea of the Last Judgment as a
preparation for it, is known as the “Second Adyent of Christ.”
Wo all know the general meaning attached to this predicted
advent of the Messiah, both by pre- and post-millenarians.
Jesus of Nazareth s to descend from:heaven accompanied- by
angels, and having overcome all opposition to his reign, is to
establish his throne. in Jerusalem; from whence he : will-govern
the whole world. .. This" event has been expected almost every
year from the time of the Apostles. The expectation nowis
a8 strong as it has ever been. I read some time-ago,in a
millenial magazine, that the fulness of time had now come,
because, a8 soon ag Christ appeared -in'the clouds: over Jeru-

salemh, the telegraph would flash the tidings to all the civilised |

world, and railway excursion trains would convey the-saints. to
the metropolis of the New Christendom., One may believe in

thiém,  Defect of spiritual life manifested:

the fundamental truth of a second advent -without endorsing
such crude conceptions of it. ; , )
- Every man has two advents ; one personal, the other sfiritual.
it

‘First he comes into the world subject to” the limitations' of

childhood, youth, old age, and all human infirpities ; and after
his departure he comes as. a spirit, influencing for good or evil
all ‘with whom his state brings him into"consociation. The
more marked the quality of the individuel, the more powerful
and extensive will be his influence. = Shakespeare, through his
writings, has as great an influence on thg world of 'mind as he
ever had, And if, as we are sure, the man Shakespeare is still
in Dbeing, his personal influence as a-spirit is more active,
though to us unseen and impersonalpthan while he lived on
earth. - On:this fact, known. to ‘the ancients, wag-baged the
invocation of the Muses, who personified all that was most
excellent in the arts. ' Genius in painting, poetry, or dramatic
representations appeals to special faculties, for which com-
paratively few only are pre-eminent. -There is, however, a gift
surpassing all others; which is the inheritance and ‘to become
the possession of every man, and where it has become a pos-
segsion of any; it appeals to and influences all men, and that
is the gift of divinely human sympathy or love, which binds
each to each and all to God, our common Father. The name
of-Jesus: of "Nazareth is venerated above every. other name,

 because his: character responds to the higher aspirations of

‘humanity. Hence there is. something attractive -in the faith
that_he will - come-again. to earth, even -if he should come to
judge the world: - And every advent of spiritual life is for pur-
poses’ of judgment. - If our standards ‘of length and- weight
were lost for many: years, and then-discovered, that discovery
would be a judgment on all false weights and measures. So
the very presence of a true man isa judgment on all inferior
men. The adyent of Spiritualism, even where it is ‘denied, is
silently judging and removing many. false doctrines and
ITONEOUS OPIIONS, =+ ol :

““Without denying any form ‘in which - the idea-of the: Second
Advent of Ohrist takes in any mind, since such form may be
most suitable to the state of the individual, the Second Advent
I look for and partially find is to see the Divine Nature mani-
fest in every brother and sister I meet.  If Jesus of Nazareth
should appear again in person, and assume the empire of the
whole world from his throne in Jerusalem, what would it-profit

“any of us if our tempers and  dispositions were no better than

beforc?  In spirit he has never left us; * Lo, I am with you
alway.” He is nearer to us even in the -written record of his
words and ‘acts than he would be if dwelling personally on
earth, and he is manifestly nearer at every stage of human pro-
gress.” For the difference between past generations and the
present is not simply in the advance made by any one nation
‘over another, but that the blessings of knowledge and the pro-

gress of civilisation are more widely diffused than-at any former

‘period.  Every individual posgession becomes more manifestly
the property of the race. - P S , ‘

- Judgment is always proceeding in both the natural and spiri-
tual worlds. Though we do not see the great white throne,
and the angelic host attendant on the Judge of all the earth,
judgment i3 none the less cortain to the individual and to
‘society. Not once, but many times, with the advent of every
new phase of truth,
““Comaes to every man and nation the moment to decide, ...

Tn the strife of Truth with Falsehood, for the good or evil side ;

“Some great cause, God’s new Messiah, offering each the bloow or blight,
~. Parts the goats:upon the left hand; and the sheep upon the right,

“And the ohaice goes by for ever 'twixt that darkness and that light.”

The Last Judgment is the culmination or crown of all previous

_judgments, and is pre-eminently individual, for the seul of man

is the subject. THere is, therefore, no day or hour which can be
named as the period of that crisis, because it is always taking
place; “ Now is the judgment of this world, now is the prittce
of this world judged ! is the unceasing cry, day and night, of

individual spirits who have subdued in the outer degrees of life

all that opposes their dominion over universal nature..

*While the mere persona} appearing of the Messiah could of
itself affect no permanent change in the ‘character, every stage
of spiritual: growth brings us nearer to Him, and ensures our
admission into the society and companionship ‘of ‘all in heaven
as well as on earth who have made the same- progress, until
perfect purity brings absolute vision, and communion with the
Highest.  *Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall gee
“God.” - As we approach mearer to that state, we shall find good
increase and evil diminish, until what we formerly regarded as

evil shall be found to have been, in its time and relation, & form

of good. In cvery advance, the subject of it: condemns his
former state as relatively inferior, until, having  surmounted all
lower states, he- Tises into that realm into- which evil cannot
enter, because evil is not. To the perfect spiritual vision no-

thing exists but God, and all things are seen in the light of his -

countenance~the Divine Light. : For the first divine judgment
and the last are one: God sees everything that He has ‘made,
and behold allis verygood. o

Rorneraan.—A correspondent tells of good work being done for
Spiritualism, and much inquiry. He says “The pherlomens are here
enerally asoribed to the * Devil,’ whatever that may mean. Hitherto I
wvﬁ seen more devilry proper -amongst those who denougoe Spiri-
tualism.” S
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- 1o them except that existence is a sham, and creation a mistalke,

* .soft to be dangerous, and, like a spear made of jelly, they suffer

" negative quality.
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" -ARE THERE ANY RENEGADE SPIRITUALISTS ?

‘We-sometimes see in the newspapers scurrilous statements, pur-

porting to he the coiifessions of ex-Spiritualists, We doubt whether
giich ati mimal 8a the ex-Spiritualist can be found in earth’s fauna,
All dupends on' the definition of the qualifications which warrent
t-pérsdn in calling himself a “ Spiritualist.” Some people are very
{mayrinative—desling in delusions all the time, and nothing is real

They cannot see truth es it exists, and hence their eyes must be
filled with some faney or other, and, like the weathercock, they
point and reverse without any apparent reason for their contradic-
tory conduct. There is nothing solid or rational in them ; and as
empty vessels make themost sound, be they professed Spiritualists;
or ex«Spiritualists, they make more noise, and attract more attention
than sensible, practicable people, who know what they are about.
Yot there is often nothing very bad in such people. They are too

grievously from everyone with whom-they came in contact. - Nay,
they would even be good if they could only meke up. their minds
as to what ;
beneficence, what is salvation to them to-day may be sin to-morrow,
and thus tiley pave their way to eternity with good intentions
which are never realised. Like a hoop, they epin round as circum-
stances urge them, but their centre must -be a demonstration of the
true ‘mathematical point, indicating position - without ~length,
breadth; or visible appearance; for these good people have not
individuality to sustain them, and their characteristics are of a

om & lady of this genus we have received ““Seven reasons for
renouncing modern S}})ln'itualism,”' accompanied by the complaint
that other editors to whom they had been sent had not vouchsafed
a reply. In a few days we received information that we were to
withhold the publication of these “seven reasons” (six too many
for any reasonable person) as they would appéar elsewhere. So we
relinquish them -most gladly; and for:a few moments' devots our
attention to their author, . 'We have known Miss Hay personally
for several years as an earnest, well-disposed woman in intention,.
but very changeable in"its. manifestation. - First we- sippose she
was brought up in the strictest sect of the Pharisees, and during
the early portion of her’old-maidenhood had devoted herself to
various evangelical works, As a drawing and musical medium we
first knew her; and in' spirituelistic propagandism ‘she was almost
fanatical. - ‘Then she  went to America; was, if we mistake not;
connected with some communistic adventures; returned to. England
& rebid Free-Lover, arid devoted admirer of ‘the notorious woman
whose name is so closely assooiated with what is called the Free-
Love movement. ~ Miss. Hay thought she had a special mission in
respect to this work, and at an address which she gave at Cavendish
Rooms, on her experiences in America, dragged in- her favourite.
hobby. She thought she wag the spiritual fancée of the late Rev,
F. VJ Robertson; & famous Brighton preacher. ' She accepted the
spiritual verdict that she was the mother of a new catholic church,
and that the deceased clergyman was its father, = .. 0o
This was surely far enough, and so. Miss Flay has turned back to
her evangelical starting point, and sees what & fool she has been;
but most  unwarrantably she thinks every one. calling himself &
Bpiritualist is one of ‘her sort,  This is simply- dnother hallucing~
tion, in which sbe is as grossly deceived as when she believed all
the trash which she imagined came from the spirit-world.. Such a
person is a prey to deceivers, both in and -out of the flesh, and
though the eyes may be opened, yet theéy do not beam with the
light of wisdom, but glare wildly with some other form of fanati-
cism. Miss Hay refers us to our own experience, and says: ““Even
in matters of business in which you are engaged, has it -not  been
80 with you? What becomes of most of their fair promises to
those who do, their bidding faithfully and diligently in sickness or
health? You have touchingly complained ‘many times of the
injustice from which lf;ou suffer, and if youlook to them for a due
reward of your indefatigable labours, disappointment in the end
must follow.” ‘We take the very opposite view of spirit-ministra-
tion to that held by Miss Hay, and our experience has been as
different to hers as light is to darkness. To Qiscnss the first clause
quoted : We have never put our hand to a matter of business in
connection with Spirituelism but which has. been eminently suc-
cessful, and we have been enabled to carry on a work witK o~
grossive success so far, which finds but few parallels in modern
enterprises. Further, no one has ever co-operated with us, or
heartllg saconded the efforts which we have inaugurated, but have
succeeded far beyond expectation, as the present state of Spiritual-
ism shows, being much 1n advanes of what the warmest enthusiast
could have dreamed five years ago. Miss Hay deceived herself at
the first sentence, and what follows is of the same kind. The
sﬁirits never made us any fair promises,” and if they had we
should have disregarded them; nor heve they -ever asked us to
“do their bidding.” Twelve years ago the spirits told us that we
should have many years of bitter ex eriences ; that we should
suffor in health repeatedly nigh unto death. That we should live
on the verge '0f ruin till the strain on the nervous. gystem would
drive us almost to distraction; that our commercial reputation
would be impugned, and our motives questioned and misrepre-
sented. All this hes taken place, and the bitterest thrust has come
from our supposed brethren in Spiritualism, some of whom have
logt no opportunity to slander our good name, and effoct the ruin
of our work, Hence Miss Hag is wrong again. - 'When we went
into this work, it was at the bidding of no one. It was in response

oodness consists ‘in; but, unfortunately: for: their |

being, and made us feel that. truth existed, that men were dying
for want of it, and that we could do somawhat to help them fo it.
1t was this voice of God in the soul that urged us on in poverty,
impotence, and obscurity, to do what we have done, and the fair

romises ’ were Wainings of pain and persecution, which is fhe
II;.l‘si: bounty of all who serve the spirit in opposition to the notions
of the world. - We have never ¢ touchingly complained * either of
spirits or Spiritualism, but we have sometimes had the duty i
posed upon us of stirring up the lukewarmness of our fellow-
mortals ; so if any connection has to be cut by us, it must be with
society in general, and not with the spirit-world, -We have néyer
expected any reward in our work; we work not for reward, either
here or hereafter; we have no selfish or conceited motives to
gratify in Spiritualism, and hence we ‘do not get imposed 'on by
deceitful hombastic spirits, who would find in Miss Hay a victim,
but in us a dreaded enemy. The short of it is, Miss Hay never
knew what Spiritualism was. Her experience has been a painiful
dream, in which the true spiritual light wes entirely hidden, and
all kinds of fanciful rushlights of self-satisfaction exhibited
instead. L

‘We have never heen decoived by a spirit, and seldom by mortals.

Spirits, like our well-wishers in the Eesh, may sometimes advise
us, but they never attempt to guide us. They direct us to con-
gcience to lead,; and experience to bring wisdom. Self-reliance, and
dependence on the'divine light within, is the: recommendation
of those spirits who find-mortals solid enough ‘to. profit by such
advice, . o o : '
~"'We have not the sliglitest desire”to. write rudely of Miss Hay,
for she.cannot help being as-she is and hag.heen,  ‘We think that
the truth can only be arrived at by a statement of facts, The case
hbefore us is almost too_ paltry to occupy so much space, but in the
-course of its treatment remarks may have been thrown out to guide
those who may be deceiving themselves with the idea that they are
Spiritualists when they are not. - To talk to s spirit~—good, bad, or
indifferent—is one thing; and to be ‘a Spiritualist is quite another
consideration. - - R e

SEANCE WITH MISSES WOOD AND FAIRLAMB,

EREY L NEWCASTLE,

~To the. Editor.—Dear 8ir,—On Thursday evening: last, I attended a
seance in cornection with the Newcastle Sosiety, at.which there were
present twenty persons, including the mediums. It was decided to ‘sit
tor materialisation, previous to the medinms entering the cabinet. Mr.
W. R. Armstrong requested my permission to allow him to pdt & pair
of steel  handeuffs on each of the mediums, = I replied that it was not
at all necessary, but if the. mediums had no objection T would be willing.
The: mediums readily consented to the gentleman’s proposal, and he set
to -work in & systematic manner to fix the ¢ bracelets,” as they were
gsometimes.called ~during the  evening. - After - having locked ~them,
and: ‘taken' charge. ‘of ‘the keys, ‘being quite sure the mediums could
‘not take them off, the young ladies entered the cabinet. - An interval of
about. ten  minutes elapsed, when the -medium, Miss: Wood, was con-
trolled by one of her:guides, * Pockey,” and addressed herself to the
company, ‘and ‘to Mr. . Armstrong-in - partioular. - She inquired the
renson why her medium was subjeoted to such treatment ; to which we
replied that it would be a good ‘test 'if ‘we oould see:her materialised
while.the mediums were under:those conditions. She said she would
do_her. best. ' We were requested “to"sing, and after .a" ghort interval
* Pockey” appeared at the entrance of the cabinet ; the size of the apirit-
form as compared with the mediums, aid the desoription of the cabinet,
has been given.in your-columns so frequently, it is not necessary, that I
should give o repetition; . At the request of several persons, * Pockey”
stepped forward, about three feet from the cabinet, and was requested to
shiow us how. she used.the instruments while in the dark ciroles, when
she immediately complied by ringing the bell and shaking the tam-
bourine above her head, &o. She was asked if she would like & dancing
tune, to. whioh she replied by giving three raps, A friend of mine, who
accompanied me. to- the meeting, kindly -played a- polks, waltz, and a
galop, which seemed to please her very much; she danced and turned
round several times very quickly, as the tune of the music suited. The
object of this kind of test wap to prove beyond a doubt that it is not the
medium  personating the form by kneeling, which the. mediums. are
frequently charged with doing, The motions while dancing were so
quickly done, that I believe it is an utter impossibility for any one to do
the same while kneoling. - After she obliged us with this interesting
incident, she took up the tambourine and made g colleotion, passing ver
cautiously to various Eersons in the cirole, shaking hands with seve
members . while she: held the tambourine in the other hand. She
beckoned to a little boy in the circle, who went to her ; shg put her arms'
round bis neck and kissed bim very affectionately, and appeared pleased
at the little fellow being so bold as to approach her. During the meet-
ing ¢ Pockey ” asked Mr. Armstrong if she should take the handouf® off
the mediums, to which there was a general responss “ Yes.” She said,
“Must I take them away altogether?” to-which Mr. Armstrong replied,
“No, 1 want_them;” to which she replied, “I'll take them away al-

together.”. ¢ Pockey ” entered the cabinet, and after a short interval we

were told to turn the light a little fuller on, and enter the cabinet and
look at the -mediuims, and to our surpreise the mediums were, being
deeply entranced,. reclining on each other, their hands freed from the
handeuffs.  After the mediums were disentranced, they were minutely
searched ; nothing,-excepting a purse, and a few odds and ends such as
most young-ladies carry with them, could be found. The cabinet was
carefully examined, and: not o trace of anything could be seen, I after-
wards learned that the handouffs”were ordered a small size for test
purposes, A white pocket-handkerchief was placed on the floor for the

urpose of secing * Pockey’s ” feet (her feet being black) ; she, however,
Sid not show,! hem, but took it (the pocket-handkerchief) up and put the
money ghe collected into it; this was also missing,. When shall we be
convinced of the reality of the phénomena? Eocho answers, when ?—

to the indsyelling conviction which took possession of our whole

Yours truly, . , A Menser or TnE Netweasrpe Sociery,”
. February 12th; 1875, L i
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MR. FARQUHAR'S DISOOURSES.—APOSTOLIC
S SPIRITUALISM.

- On Sunday evening a very much augmented audience met at
Doughty Hall .to listen to the concluding discourse by Mr:
Farquhar, reported elsewhere, - Now that the series has closed
we take the opportunity of expressing our appreciation of the
kind of service rendered by the: gentleman who, during the

- last few weeks, has been so favourably introduced to-the Spiri-
tualists of this country. Itis from such: work as this that the:
guccess and greatness of our movement must: be estimated.
The donor of money too often attains pre-eminence for his act;
which obscures the: performances  of the. man of ‘mind whose
efforts alone render money of any use in the worlk of enlighten-
ing mankind.  The rich man gives his donation, less or more,
and he toils not nor suffers in"consequence. - His helpin thig
matter is publicly notified and universally-applauded. - The
man of talént. and energy works for days, wecks, or years,
exercising an influence the importance of which it is impossible
to compute, and he"is allowed to remain in obscurity. -No one
can be more prompt than ourselves: in“the recognition.of help
to this cause, even of the most humble kind, and we think thaf
money is at the bottom of the scale, and to all who aid us in
that way we are most heartily grateful. It fulfils & certain
purpose, but -we would be infidel to the tiuth which we hold if
we did not: assign to a high place the assistance rendered by
such generous souls as.Mr. Farquhar, ‘who freely give that
which money could not purchase, not even demanding omni-
bus fare. The voluntary.-worker: not only savesthe money
which would be paid to a hired person, but in the-case under
consideration Mr. Farquhar handed ‘over -his manuscript to the
printer, saving at least six guineas: for reporting alone. -For
this not only those who  attended Doughty. Hall, but-every
reader of the Meprum, is indebted to the giver. -

We are glad ‘to- know. that" this is not an isolated instance,
but that the great work of Spiritualism-is almost wholly carried
on by workers for whom no remunerative -provision is made,:

This fact renders our- movement. eminently spiritual and apo-.
stolic, and long may-it so continue to be. ~The call is spiritual,

the means are spiritual, and the: reward is spiritual. - When o

man employed daily in earning his bread disposes of his leisure
time in improving his® own mind: and instructing others as he:
has opportunity, there is: indicated -a landable motive and a
faithful performance. “The hired.person is strougly induced, by
the circumstances of his: position, to labour to pleasc the pay-
master, but the inspired voluntcer:has. not the fear of man nor
the love of yellow dust before: his-eyes. - He:serves the: spirit,
pnd thus speaks his highest -convictions; and has the reward of
% light; more light,” and an approving conscience. e
In recording our. thanks, in particular to Mr. Farquhar, we
extend the warm hand of-brotherhood to the host: of honorary
workers who are certainly the chi¢f ornaments of the spiritual’
movement. - In many a town, village, or rural dell rcside the
unpaid apostles of the ‘great spiritual outpouringwhich this
favoured age is permitted to-behold.” These form circles, dig-
tribute knowledge, or give their mediumship freely, as- the
angel-bands do who co-operate with them: ‘Money thcy may
have none, but, soaring. above the necd- of ‘it, they arrive at
gpiritual results by a surer and a shorter process. . With such
friends of humanity it is our pride to.co-operate, and if wo fail
to notify in these columns every.act of goodness we know that
it is not to us, but-to a higher source; that they lift their cyes
for approval. ol L e
Against paid services: we:say nothing: . The highly-gifted
are forced to this course for self-protection. and greater useful-
ness, and we second them in the act.” Butlong may the true
friends of Spiritualism array thetselves dgainst the introdie-
tion of paid officials—collectors ‘of rates and disposers of the
same to their willing tools—* money.changers,” who will even
now, as of old, make the dominion of the Spirit a den of thieves
instead of a house of prayer—a struggle for bread and- butter
rather than of God-like aspiration for the welfare of mankind.

N SEANCE AT BRIGHTON.. -

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Isend you a report:of a seance at Mr.
Martheze's last Tuesday. It containe a:piece of evidence as to ** John
King's” voice being independent-of that. of any human being, and was
more distinct than [ have heard any spirit-voice before, L

Last evening we had.the privilegs of assisting at a seance at Mr. Mar-
theze's, the company consisting” of ‘eleven: persons, including - Mr., Wil-

liams, the medium. ~ Not many minutes  elapsed- before several persons. |

announced their being touched on the head, facs, or shoulder. ‘One lady’s
hand was taken,and she was drawn upwards as high:as she could reach ;
and {wo gentlemen were made, hy the same means, to ascend a: pair of
steps about five . fest high. ' I*should” mention that -all the sitters.were
united by hooking the little fingers together, these being separated ouly
when the parties. were pulled  up. *John King” -early. announced
himself very distinelly by giving: a-welcome to each one present, and-an
interesting . piece of evidence was given by hearing the voice of Mr,
Williams, in his normal condition, in conversation with the lady who
was next to him, and at the same moment that of ¢ John King ” in con-
versation with Mr. Martheze. -Several of those present, being seers, saw
and described shadowy figures and lights, but all saw the small bright
specks and flames moving over the circle and table. By some accident a
box of matches, which was placed on the table for the purposs of light-
ing the gas when desired, was thrown on to the flioor ; these were picked
up and thrown on the table, and were supposed by some to be spirit-Yighta,

but, on this being expressed,  John King *"said, * I'll soon show youthe
difference,” and immediately little brilliant specks of light darted about
over the dull lumingsity of the unkindled matches,” * Peter,”in his
Reouliar voice, made his presence kmown, and soon began to be very busy.

-lady's watoh was taken off the ohain, and was carried round, being
placed ngainst each sitter's ear, and fnally given to -Mr, Marthezs, on
the-opposite side of the table, From a table in the corner of the room
was brought a. variety of artioles, which were placed on our table;
among the rest a large vase of flawers, which were distributed all round
—Dbouquets to the ladies, in their hands, and on their heads, and to the
gentlemen small bouquets in their hands, and flowers, &o., in the but-
ton-holes of ‘their coats, Then came the materialisatin of *John
King.” - This took place several times, once very oclear and distinot.
This, to all - present, -effectually disposes of the sceptical notion of its
being- accomplished: by the medium personally, as Mr, Williams was,
and had been during the whole of the sitting, united by the flugers to
the adjacent sitters, and joined in the remarks made hy others, I may
mention that one lady held communication with her husband great part
of the sitting;.and that a bright little flame darted down on the bell, and
accompanied it while ringing over the circle and table.—Yours very
truly, : Heney CoLLEx,
Feb. 10,1875,

, *- - PERMEABILITY OF MATTER.
- ‘To those ‘unsequainted ‘with the phenomena called spiritual, there is
perhaps no.one of them denied more strongly as being impossible than
that of the passing of objeots into & room which has been carefully
looked and senled, and whioh' were certainly not in-it at"the commence-
ment of geeance, - There is,:however,in Dr, Parig's_* Life of 8ir Hum-
phrey Davy,”an account given of his great discoveries in‘voltaie actign,
embodied: in: his Bakerian: lectire, delivered November 20,1808, and

bodics- were decomposed, and conveyed: through other bodies in spite of
the strong chemical affinity which existed between them, such as the de-
cowposition of sulphate of ‘potash and the conveyance of  its'sulphuric
acid tbrough: a solution of ammonia, and many others of a like nature.
Dr. Paris says:—* Amidst all these wonderful phenomeéna,’ that which
perhiaps. excites our greatest astonishment is the faot of the transfer of
ponderable ‘matter to a considerable distance through intervening sub-
stances, and ‘in a form that escapes the:cognizance of our senses!”
This  great and-truly wonderful - fact waé-elicited by Davy ‘nearly
‘seventy yoors ago, and-has doubtless ‘been -repeated by many other
‘cbemists. It throws o light on the fact of the passing of objeots into a
closed room, which cértainly need not excife a greater degree of nstonish-
ment than the conveyance of sulphuric acid tbrough ammonia without
chemical union, each fact being accomplished by ‘means which “ esoape
‘the cognizance of our senses.” - e e

~If a spirit in the body was:enabled to discover the means of *ascom-
plishing' the fuct ‘which excited Dr. Paris’s astonishment; why should
not disembodied spirits be able to do the same thing by abstracting the
force-called attraction of cohesion for -an instant, and  again supplying
it ? - This’ is, in fact, what they -have repeatedly told us i their mode
of proceeding to pass objects through walls. T am not aware that any
explanation has ‘been given of Davy's beautiful experiment, but it is not
unlikely that the wonderful effect was due to the rapidity of the electric
current in conwying the atoms of the-sulphuric acid through the ‘in-
tervening spaces between the atoms of ammonia. = <

‘That matter is permeable, .., that it is composed of atoms which do
not touch each other, is admitted by philosophers, and a: very beautiful
and simple. experiment-proves it to beso. - Take a bar.of steel, sixteon
or- eighteen ‘inohes-long, which is ‘not" magnetio ;' or, if it shows any

power ‘of attrasting fine iron.fliings, destroy its. magnetism, -either by
heating it, or by repeated blows with s hammer along its whole length.
When: this is effected, take it by the middle'in one band, and, holding
it:in the magnetic meridian’(19° west of true north) and dip (inclination
of 702 from horizontal plane), strike the -upper” end shatply repeated
blows withi the hammer, and it will be found to have become magnetio.
"The rationale of this is; that in‘the non-magnetic. condition. the atoms
are no-longer polar, -and that the vibration produced ‘by ‘the blows
of tbe hammer on:the upper end of the bar gives them the opportunity
of taking advantage of ‘the positipn of tbe bar; and thereby- re-acquiring
their polariby. . o o s e

- The passage of hydrogen”through iron pipes in'sufficient quantities
to cause serious logs to gas companies, shows its permeability, -

“-The Florentine experiment, in which it was attempted to" condense
water in: o globe of gold without  success, but -pressure- uged being
sufficient “ to ‘occasion  the water to exude through the pores of the
meotalic vessel *in which it was’enclosed ” - (vide *‘Parke’s Chemical .
Essay,” page 424) shows the permenbility of this metal, -~ - 0o

Thinking that every endeavour should be made to explain. the
phenomena called spiritual, by admitted facts in recognised science, I
am indaced tooffer the- above with a strong conviction that if scientific
men would condescend to learn the. facts, they would scon: be able to
teach the ‘causes, of least, the secondary causes of them, and thus
elucidate the material part of this grand.and important subject.

S Brighton,. o T oo Hexey COLLEN,
~ DIBLE SPIRITUALISM.

. Two years' study of the facts and phenomena of modern Spiritualiam
has been -to me the best commentary. on the Bible I have ever ex-
‘perienced.. “Before I beame scquainted with Spiritualism I was gra-
dually: and irresistibly coming to believe that many of tbe extraordinary
narratives recorded in the New ' Testament were simply “ cunningly-
 devisad fables,” ‘but now, however, I see beautiful truth in them. The
tenth and eleventh chapters of the Aots of the Apostles™interest me ex-
ceedingly.  Perhaps a summary of their contents would be interesting
to the readers of the Mepiuy. The following truths appear to me to be
fully set forth therein :—

1. That invisible beings are constantly hovering over us in our
dwellings, and can manifest their presente and their intentions to men
in this world, Chap. x,,v. 3., reads thus:—“He (Cornelius) saw in a..
vision, evidggtly about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming
in to him; a¥d saging unto him,” &, Verse 30— And Cornelius said,

after. detailing clearly the various experiments, in which portions of -

-

oo

e Ao e T e e

i v e

' I 5 _
e P e T o sk
- TR T TR O e

s i o SRRt TN St fmit

Ty

R





































