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fleld td the® extent 'of. their p’qg,sgsféion 0 ﬁj‘gx life;and
their enjoyment of it, It is a: revelation, in't gomewhat higher
~degree, to the savage just emerging from the brutal nature. ' It
is &' mahy-volumed revelation jo'the mon of science, Who ‘mﬂd
gladly.spend eternity-in exploring its'wondeis; and all this it
. may be'without knowledge or acknowledginent of the Lord of
.natyre. Yot their Father cares for them: none the less that
they do.nqt know of or care for Him. = He jay well ‘be-patient
v;'lhq ’hag éternity to work in, They gha, m. ‘theleast, to

all
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tural’mind in all’ degrees of ‘developmen:
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greatest, know Him in good time. . T'h
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; Qfdhiﬁ;word for the spiritug] mind,

the' b more-clearly undersh
e Eh 9A o dorst
noti n

of:a

i iﬁ,éoﬁten,ded, proceed

from'd d..m5 uily, for one thing cannot
proctlale -of o totally.different nature to itgelf, and.
for the | u Hifo:giyin g 8pirit' canfoligia existence to
dead ma) jﬁ%ﬁ eA8Y; OF a8 impoAgih eg,w ﬁilosophically,
to cohoaiveibEPidaa if th'other. St iiEhiar}if the Infinite

and unchangeable On® created” the mb,t’grlitdl universe in time,
there;musthavahsen:a prior eternity in.which what:now exists
had no existence, and 8o there is now added to the infinity
which always existed—thig-partly visible and “mostly invisible
universe of worlds. But the idew of infinity doe§ not ?gtl of
any addition or dinfintition. Hers it iay bo said, dﬁ% rightly
said too, “ Why. distirb men’s minds by raiging: such: diffi~
culties ?” Well, I think T would not have raised them, even
had they occurred to me, but they are already raised. In every
discugsipn that I have'seen on the question of thq existence :of
God, between atheists and Christians, those and other diffi-
culties are urged on one side and left unanswered:on the other,
and’stheism ‘gains an-easy victory over opponents who should
nover have attempted publioly to disciss the question without'
being. thorouglily prepared to-give:a satisfactory answer to the
ordinary objections of their ladversaries. In private conversa-
tion it i8; as'I 'have said befors, a perfectly legitimate 'mode of
mesting- such difficulties to say, “Iknow that one absolutely
perfect Beingriexists; in whom and from whom. are all things,
butI domot-understand the nature of his existencs, and-cannob
- ab/predentirecondild some: of -his attributes with my conception:
of this, works'; buit what I do'not know or understand must hot'
diﬁﬁnish'my‘flfaith,in that of which I am well asgured.” ' Such
reagoning is-Bound o long as it is satisfactory to the reasoner,
and when o desires .something better thie désiro itself is pro-
phetic iof clearer-vision. ' Let us see how far we may attain to

a rational solution-of thé question. : LA
Bearing in mind the principle, that though the lower state
canrof ‘¢omprehend 'the :conditions of: the higher, the “higher
must coniprebend: the state -of the lower in all its limitations
and- impérfedtions. Ihfinity ‘comprehends finitude, eternity
comprehénds time, and omnistience comprehends!iignoratice
and"imperfect kmowledge as ‘relative states of beibg. Other-
wise therd could be no communication between the highest and

_ the lowest. ‘No Word of God: could be’ imparted or received,
no'son of God could exist, no child could be educated, because
the inteHect of the:teacher. could not adapt itself to the igno-
rance and limited oapacity of the scholar. "A true-definition of
Deity cannot exclude any degree or mode of exigtence from his
being, bedanse He is all thatis. Infiniite in perfection He neces-:
sarily comiprehends all progressive stages of life as modes: of

"~ existence; *for,” a8 an early and eminent Ohristian theologian |
~ said,"® of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things.”
Although-‘the -admission of this principle does not solve the
&esﬁbntof«lmateri‘&l‘exi;;tence, it goes some way towards it.
d'4y gpirit, whénce came matter? . God is light .and life,
whénicecame darkness and death? As to death; what greater.

. réality than: that?  Oh; there is no denial, not even by the
atheist, of that fact, notwithstanding its being in the Bible,
‘It'is appointed for all mén once to die.” It is but right and
just that when a man disbelieves in one great reality, he should
bave a'strong faith in what has no existence out of his own
mind. -If you 'will not believe in God who s, you shalt believe
in;death; whioh is not. Who created death, and when? It
tan oreated, because it hes no-existence apart from the
iffigerféotion’ of 'the: natural mind. Who créated: darkness?
Welordate darkneis, for it is merely 4 velativa condition of
percdption. * But' matter, dead; ineit miatter, that surely s a
reality, or' seeing isinot believing. ' Well, I don’t think it is;
sesing ‘is seeing, and believing is believing, but the one is not
the: other. Can we not trust the evidence of our semses?
Oortainly we ¢an) just-as far as oxen or horses can trust their
senses; and no' farther. The animal has natural sense, which
i all-thiat'is reghired in his degree ; and; as natural or animal
men; wWo'havethe sainé ; ai intellectual, and still-maere a8 spiri-
tud¥men, it is our duty and privilege to correct the fallacies of
tlik’jlower defrree by means of the Fuperior senses.” To our
natural eyes, sun, moon, and stars appear of & similar magni-
tude,’and ‘at a similar distance as they appesr to the brute
creation; but-our rational sense correots the natural ; ‘we prefer
trusting to the testimony of: reason rather than to the evidence
of gense. - Te' one, ‘dgain; 'whose spiritial senses are opened, '

ind

| more than belisvoweses any.visih
1- | when he findg:a gentlemsn with

ym,. Bl

yikimm  Blake, " seer, poet;a
‘myself thf? T'dg not bellll'old' the ‘o
it is lindrance, not:getion, - ¢
*when tlie sun.riges, db‘iq‘gj no
no, no. "I .66 an Innumerdb
erying, ¢ Holy, holy, holy, is-the
-tion ‘not my corporeal eyé an;
window concerning a sight. -
it But that was_evidently hallucim
/say, which ‘simply means that ¥edo:
ho saw. Hg believed, he- saw. ayeh’thi 1
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any .of heavenly
God ‘Almighty

s Twould,
t; but 1

the mouritain side:
i under’s Hallicin
pressive | word;
The geologist sces
cannot goe by his Hafu
ity of the variiiy
each other; bt
of any stone, though he m
atoms,” words which;aFe-1o: morer e 1 .
are to the ign.bxmg{ﬁmﬁﬁ =4 V&@ﬁﬂrﬁ:-;‘?..‘.‘,f onl
sensuous perception, the intellectual mind atfains to rational
_perception, but the one iz as far ‘aaithe ¢ther, frong) Hayiig any
idea of the essential nature of substance itself—of that reality

saw with wonder in the desert-a Hush Biirning and not con-
‘sumed, he thoight, as most who read and credit the story
: think . that this was a miracle. We .credif: thenatory because

it accords with the laws of the,inner sphere of nature as -

‘revealed to even partially-opened spiritual vision, but there
‘was no miracle. The bugh- had not been get on fire eng pre-
served for the purpose of convincing this man of the Divine
power. -~ The bush had been burning during the whole period
of its gfowthiy its growth depended onithé! burning. . The only
change was in the cgse of the seer, who for the first time saw a
spiritual reality through a.natura] qb&gqt,ﬁ 3 wag not specially
in that bush, His life fills every seed, plant, égg_ ¢e through-
out the universe, and there is not & spot in it which is Eﬁdt % holy
ground.” It was most fitting, when. Deity revealed Himself by
word ag the I am, that He ‘should pieyiously give a revelation
of the fact in nature. ~First, the 'visibl® fact, then the spoken
word. It is astonishing, when':bis reflaots’ bit*if, how ‘perti.
naciously we dling to the belief that the':testimony of natural-
sense is absolate ; that this “seeming ™ dead nititte?,” whish' we
‘see and handle, must appear; a8 ‘it :does ‘o s} ot merely to!
higher grades of spiritudilife, but even to'God Himself." Such'
is really the assumption, not mereélyiofi the unlesimied Put of :

1 philosophers, that-underlies all reasoningabott ‘the tabtrs of’

material substance.  Yet, if the questioli were falrly Bus, to
them, “Do you believe that God, if yoi afdlmit the' existence of
God;: or an ‘angel, if you believe in argélio nature; sees this
natural world precisely as you see i4?”'Ye woéuld say; “No, I
suppose’ not.” “Have you any idea ug #6"the' differefice of
agpect it would have to sueh beings?® “Nod '+ Then for
anything you can'tell, it tay have no appesrance at all, or the

| appearance may be so différent that there ‘¢an bé no-soms"

parison between your view and theirs. - In’ dreains, the gronhd
on'which we 'walk, and the objeéts we seé and -grisp, sppéar
no less real or substantial ‘than when we are awalke. In tur
sleep invisible thought becomes visibly: exterided, and appears:
external to' our perceptions.: Thought' is ‘spiritus} substance,
and spiritual substance is divine substance}’ this all thought is
a-modification of-the Divine thought. * To ask when God began
to create is to ask when He began to eitist/ 'The vistble uni-
verse is tho manifestion of the Divine ruiture seen sccording'to
the-state of the: percipient-utnturally by the matwral nifnd,
intellectually : by ‘the - scientific” mind, and *spiritually by the'
spiritual vision. ' No doubt worlds, in- their individuality, begin
to exist; in all probability out owniwotld is an'offspting of the
sun, as are the other worlds of our solar system, just as indi-
vidual med are born in time and undergo change; but what is
meant by creation is thé coming into being of the visible uni-
verse.  So far a8 we are concerned, that had its beginning
when we began to perceive it, and not before, and-will end
when one of the many veild’ which hifles abselute being
from our sight is uplifted:. So far as-bumanity is coneerned, it
has always been beginning and always ending. When -did
sugar become sweet and vinegar sour? When did the rose
appesar white or red, the diamond become hard, fire hot, and
burtiing painful? Only- when there was a mind in stich relation
to those objects as to realise the respective sensations from
them, not before. Change. the relation of the mind, and ‘the -
properties become changed. - To cause all this frame of things
whioh we perceive in-the universe to vanish -and * leave not a
rack behind,” would require-no change in any particle of sub-
stance. The closing of natural aid the opening of spiritual
vision. would suffice.. Such a’¢hange is always-in action. When
this dense veil; called the natural body; is put off, we shall find
ourselves where we were before-~that is, where our thoughts
and affections are. . :'When the natural gives place to the spiri-
tual, the corruptible or-changeable to incorruption, the mortel -
to immortality, we shall atill find a visible universe, of which
the visibility or clothing shall be more manifestly, but not more

sunj ‘moon, -and’ stets’ ‘must have & -very différent aspéot. -

’

really;-of onr own creabion. According to the concarrent testi~

of which all sensible objects'are faint expressions. When Moses -
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mony: of the best:seers, the objective nature of a bpiﬁ,t’s‘éure
roundings iy menifestly in- harmony with the quality, of Ws-
mindy or'with:the inental character-of an association of spitits
of similar disposition.  There most clearly it is seen that “’tis.
the mind which makes the body rich,? and constitutes all the,

* wealtfi of the man and his society. Thusit ever has been, apd
ever will'’be, . In ‘the beginning the Elohim, that is, the gods, |

created the higayens and the earth; and who are the -gods®
« T sajd unto yop y6, are gods.” 'He called them gods to whom
the.:Word - of Gad, that; is, the manifestation ‘of God, comes.
“In.the beginning. wag the Word, and all things were made by
the:Word /7. that is, by the visible or expression”of Divine
thought throygh humanity—the Son of God. . * Things which
ate'deen‘were ot ‘made of things that do appear;” in other
woyds; the visible orbation is from invisiblespirit.  The, thipgs.

. which ‘4t seen ‘are temporal, the things unseen are eternpl.”

Now, what .is temporal, or of the time state, has no rea] or
absolute existence, it is merely relative, and disappears with a
change in the stéte of the percipient. It is about a8 incon-
ceivable that what is generally understood by-matter should
emanate from spirit as thet it should come from nothing: . Can
absolute life be the origin of death? = Activity be the cause of
inertia? As the Westminister Catechism says, ¢ God created
all:things by the word of his power.” The pecessary difficulty
running. through all theological .statements. of truth is that the
words are tinderstood in a limited .and partial sense.. As we
cannot at firsf do otherwise, it must be good for. a timo that it
should be g0 ; when we are inclined to ‘search more closely, we
are enabled to see and understand more perfectly. That is first
which i3 natural, and afterwards what is spiritual. - By “ the
word of God's .power” it is matural to suppose that the
Almighty said or thonght, * Let the heavens and the earth
exist,” and they immediately came into being." Another sense,
howaver, ‘is given to the term “Word of God? both “in the
Jewish and Christian Scriptures. - In the first verse of Genesis,
agbefore remarked, it is written, ¢ In the beginning the Elohim,

God, or mighty One, created the heaven ‘and the earth.” . The

“beginnipg,” acoording to popular apprehension, was between
8ix or seven thousand years ago, but nearly all modern theolo-

gidns, agree that no time Is fixed by‘the words. It may have-

been- miljions of years before our chronology begins. - So far
good, that is a step higher. "But in what sense is'the phrase.
% the beginning * used in reference to Deity? “Wisdom, gpeak-
ing) in ‘the. Book of Proverbs, says, “I was with. Him in the

. beginning,” which means from eternity, as there was no period-

of .time in. which wisdom was not. with God. * The Logos, which
is -anotherword for Divine wisdom in: its: humon expression,:
we§ in'the beginning with God, and was God; which means
from eteynity.- Here the Logos of the New. Testament is
merely another term for the Elohim of ‘the 0ld. :The ancient
word is plural, the modern is singular.. -The: plurality of an
early stage of human progress has become the unity of a later
and higher state. 'There can: be no doubt that the writer of
the, Gospel identified Jesus of Nazareth with the Logos-or Word
of God. . And Jesus of Nazareth is: the: representative of per-

fogted humanity, which is the external form; or human aspect

of God—the Son of God—through whom alone essential Deity
can be apprehended: - Thus, according to: 4 fair comparison of
Scripture with Scripture we get the doctrine that God ereates
all things through the divinely human mind, which is the
Logos or Word of God ; that which: gives: sensible- and varied
expression to the Divinenature.:."All that in nature appears to
us as dead or inert is merely the reflex of the Divine existence
in the darkened mirror, of -our understanding. * Through &

glass,“darkly,” very darkly, as compared with the fulness:of

light in the Immediate presenes of the Divine nature. “Whether
the Word which .dwells. among men is made matter, made
letter, or make flesh, it is the same Word under:similar con-
ditions,—conditions of space and time, and subject toall-the
various grades of apprehension and misapprehension incident
to the infinite variety of stages of progress in the time sphere
of h}'miuhity., The visibla'word of - nature seems full of contra~
dictions. "The mind has to. attain -a certain degree of culture
before aniy beanty can be discerned in it. Even an eminent
philogopher has recarded as his opinion that the universe may
bave a benevolent God for- its'maker, but certainty not an

omnipotent one ;. and another, less modest, that if he had

been present at the creation, he could -have made some valu-
able suggestions, while as regards every book claiming to bo
arevelation of the mind and will of God, why: that s far more
‘open to objection than Nature, inasmuch as more people per-
suade themselves they could have written a better book than
can imagine they could have improved ‘the universe.: “Yet the

one is a3 easy ag the other, and both are not difficult. - Let us’

improve ourselves, or rather let us remove obstructions to our
improvement, and both universe and book puton a newer and
brighter aspect, For, S e T S
) “ We receive but what we give, - S
And in our life alone doth nature live;
Ours is the wedding garment;. - :
Ours the shroud.”: - S :
Be pure within, and behold all things are clean unto you.
“ Soul, be but inly bright, : RN :
All outer things must smile, must oateh .~ . =
God’s own tranacendant light.”

. Ono, thogh perhaps, to many, -an unconscions objection to
- 8 Writtén revelation; is, why should God:employ ,fhat mode of
revetiling Himsolf to-man? . Tt is:mot a universa,f,mmle._ iYes, .
wherever mal can Tesd, of understand what is:said by, others,”
it is. Prior to this, “God. communiceies as. man :can receive in

ther ways. The lowest and primaty. form :of spirityal revela-
%i,on is drenming, next open vision ‘and. verbal  communication.
with spirits. Then ‘written records of such communieations, all
ng”hich come under the.tecently discovered law of ¢ the sur-.

the Divine Word under human eonditions—the Word made
flesh, and dwelling among us. In each case. the condifions
give- external form apd variety to the revelafion. As in an’
thor's book, the invidible thought. alone. is; properly, his, and
the visible form and materials are the work of pthers; gs.water
is esgéntially the same, whether in the form of dew, Tpin,, snow,
or hail ; 8o the interior thought, which i3 the essencg of gyery
expression of truth is unchangeable, while the form is modified
.according to circumstences. I believe the application of Paul's
words—* All Scripture i8 given by inspiration of God,” i3 gene-
rally limited to the Old and New-Testament writings, Pro-
bably the writer merely referred to the Jewish Scriptures. I
cannot g0 limit them. I acknowledge every form of revelation
that is. received or has been received among men as in its
esgénce divine; just ag I acknowledge every form of vegetable
or anima) life, whether existing or extinet, a8 a partial manifes-
‘tation of divine thought ; unchangeable in its essence, change-
able in ite expression, " Some-confain more-of the Divine Word
than others ; -8ome have it more clearly expressed to.my appre-
hension than others ; but I would no more think of denying in-
-gpiration in the'sacred. books of the Hindoos,, or the-Koran of
Mohammed, than ‘I would dream . of denying the common.
humanity of the receivers. 'We'are not. Brahmins, -we are not
‘Mohammedans,; but’so fari as their sacred writings contain any
thought of God which other books do not gontain, we are free’
to accept their teaching,  There ig no- God-but God, whethet
He be called Bramah, or Allah; and every one who communi-
cates, however imperfectly, & word from Him is his prophet.
If I inherit: or discover a revelation of the Divine.will which
contains; to my apprehension, more ' clearly and - fully than any
other, divine thoughts, as a reasonable being, T must choose
that; but in accepting it I' do not:necessarily reject others.
Nay, I the more truly receive ‘what iz good and true in them ;
for the complete comprehends the  partial, as the human body.
incorporates in itself all lower forms of ‘vitalit}r., .- A8 one having.
human sympathies; I ot set forth the best I know for all pre-
pared to receive it. = - .o B s
- % Which is the true religion ?” agked Charleg Dickens, in a
dream, - of the spirit of & dear friend who: appeared:to him.
‘The lady merely shook her head. - The question was a Telative.
one, and could be answered truly only by the questioner,  “Is
it ‘the Roman-Catholic ?” % Well,” ‘was the réply, “perhaps
that is the best for you.” - As a general rule, when an educated
man, in a-Christian’ country, ‘has to ask another which is the
true religion, the Roman Oatholic feith and worship may be the
best for A¢m.. As the comparative. value of food ig tested by its
power of developing and sustaining the physical ‘énergy of the
eater, 80 the relative value of revelations may be known by
their. influence on the mind -and:life of the veceivers. Asa
_simple fact, I find so-called Christian nations in ‘advance of all
others in mental and mmoral progress. - Within: Christendom, I
find those. countries. whose people are best acquainted with their
'sgdred ‘books in"advance of others, who through the influence of
their teachers, or from other causes, have only: an imperfect
knowledge of those writings. - Say that we may be mistaken as

either ag:is the progress so is the knowledge of revelation, or,
8818 the - knowledge, so is the progress. - The two are in part-
nership ; it matters little which you.regard as cause and which
effect. - Not that the best theologiang are the best inventors, or
the most.sympathetic- and helpful ‘of men.  No, no; Ged does
not distribute hig gifts after that fashion. ' What one receives,
“he receives not for himself chiefly, but for all. Truth is light,
and you will find more serviceable light in & black piece of coal
than in a diamond, though the diamond is a better representa~
;i}ivs"of light than the coal. ' They are both of the same chemioal
'nature, but the diamond is bright and glorious becatse it fres]
gives what it receives, while coal is black because it gi‘ébvﬂlé
abiorbs the light and enly gives it back on compulsiop. - Th
diamond is the apotheosis of coal—toal glorifidd. 'The thedloy
gian is & theologian, and the fnventor or disgoverer is & prac-
“tloal man, and ‘each, however unoconscicusly, helps the other.
Humanity is a unity in a troer sense than it is-a plurality, and
we can only get accurate results by taking averages: = = "
It is not, ag many suppose, necessary in accepting a revelation
as divine to receive every word as of equal. value, or.indeed ‘to
receive any of it but what we can understand ahd appreciate;

| the remaindor can wait for further consideration. Partial re-

ception does not involve denial of what i5 not received.” In the
mind as in the body we have the.power, first of choosing what
we shall appropriate-for the time, and of leaving therest; and
‘next, of an involuntary, rejectioh, through the process of diges-
tion, of much that we have at first acpepted, but which cannot

laid which we do- not taste, are-they therefore useless as food?

Or, shall we, in order to'save.the waste of the system, so gepe~

al of the fittest.” Last, and best of-all, an embodiment of

‘to which 'is' cause -and which effect, ‘it will still be true thet

be assimilated. Because on our -table some.kinds of food are -
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'only"vahaf can ‘be - agsitilated shall be eaten? Ibelieve un-
hilted graln is ¥ogarded by physiologists as more conducive to
hé_@lﬁh’%ﬁéﬁ; th finest of tho wheat. Is not the chaff a olothing.
f diviné thought' as well as the inner grain? is not the shell of
it divine & well as the kernel ¥ If we cast away the shell
béforg bréaking it, we lose not that only, but what it encloses.
Soin‘td H’dtjhg ‘the form of revelation we lose the contained
trdth, “When' & 1an says, “The Bible has influenced my life for

;60d Yoove than anything [ know of,” what impertinence it would.

b for'meto say, “ If you are spenking the trath, it ought not to
hiive had dny such effect, but the contrary. It has merely kept
you fromTeceiving better influences.” “ Nay,"he mightreply, *I
aln g prepured to receive :all' good influences and to resist
all'thiat i ovil'than I was before; the good I have received

takes'mic freer to receive the better whenI can find it.” * But’

the look ' which you receive as of Divine inspiration is full of
coptradictions,” * Suppose it is ;-1 do not mind the contra-
dictions.  I'only.wonder, considering the number, varied circura-
‘stances, and aulture of the writers, that they are not more nume-
rgus” Tt gives an unworthy representation of Deity.” ¢ It
mey bé that even an unworthy representation is better than none
ohly it gives'not one but many representations of God, accord-
ing to-the charactar of the respective eges and people. I choese
the best représentation, but am prepared to receive a better
when présented.” ¢But there is-nothing really original in the
book ¢ Chrigtianity is as old as the creation” “In essential
principles I bélieve it to be older than what you understand by
creation, apd the more you can show me the same principles in
other books, ancient of modern, sacred or profane, the more I
shall rejoicé. My faith is not founded on the errors of the
writet)  on the- encient or modern character of the form of
thohght, but on the harmony of the. spiritual truth revealed
with all ‘other truth, and ‘with that spiritual nature within me,
by which T-can attain to communion with the divine nature.
As a philosopher before referred to says, ‘ a doctrine is never
fairly judged antil it is presented in its best form’ The atheist
who, to prove” the non-existence of benevolent Deity, brings
before you gll'the evil which he can find in material nature, is
not more unjust than the deist who makes a poisonous extract
from written' revelation, and says, Behold the bpok which is
given for the healing of the nations! ~As reasonably might he
bring some niuts of nux vomica, and berries of the deadly night-
shade, a8’ &' warning ageinst eating fruit of any kind, and in
proof that because poisonous fruits are letters of the natural word
of God'the whole ‘creation is vitiated.” * Brother,” we reply
“the evil fruits bear but a small proportion to the good which
have refreshed us through all generations, end those, which to
sipport your impérfect conclusions, you bring as characteristic
of the whole, are only relatively evil. When used according to
the word of human experience, which is also.the word of God,
they become, to some states, more desirable and healthful than
the best food ; they:also are for the healing of the nations.”

. B SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA.

. Boston, the Liead-quarters of Spiritualism in this couatry, has not
escapéd the.disorganising influence that everywhere prevails. Indeed,
it would appear, from various indications, to be more rife hare than else-
where. There is & great:-want of unanimity, and" what is more, gond
feeling. Dissatisfaction with everything and .everyhody is openly ex-
pressed. As-a result, the cause is not in-so flourishing a condition as it
used to be ; but it is thought there will be a'reaction before long, and
I amin hopes that our friend Morse's labours will contribute in some
degres to bring together the discordant elements, and conduce to'a more
harmonious, fegling than now prevails. .

The Sunday leotures, until recently, were held in the Musio Hall, a
holl of very similar character to St James's Hall, London, but some-

what larger. This hall used to be well filled when such:lecturers as |

Ewmma "Hatdinge-Britten ‘ and - Proféssor Denton leotured.  -Gerald
Magsey 1otured in it; and ‘it was then full, - But all this is a thing of
thbjsm't; Beethoven Hall is now used—a much smaller place than the
Musio Hall-—but this isnot half filled. S0 it is evident, from some cause,
there ia a great falling off. Bome attribute if to the speakers not. being
up to the mark, and others to the greater attraction of several Eopular
preachers. Popular scientifle lectures are now being given, which prove
exoeedingly attractive, Then, again, the more respectable and well-to-
do Bpiritualists hold aloof altogether, preferring not to identify them-
gelveg with the movement in its present transition state. So it is not
diffioult to acoount for the falling off referred to, however much. it may
be régretted,

Mrfloue commenced his Iabours here January 10, and though a
itter cold day, had riore than an average attendance. His subject was
the Phy#jb)o@'y‘of Progress,” and was ably and eloguently treated.
TEveryone prébent  appeared surprised at the power and intelligence
manifested, and gréat satisfaction was the resuit,  The editor of the
Spiritual Seientist turned to me at the close, and gaid he never knew
what trance-speaking was before. The debdt was undoubtedly a success,

The Banner of Light reported the leoture nearly in full, and’ remarked |

of the legturer.that he had exceeded their most sanguine expectations,
The Boaton Herald also-spoke in high terms of the event. Since that
-Mr. Morse has leotured on * Deity and its Attributes” with equal suc-
cezs, -On this oocagion & gentleman stated that he and his wife had
travellad 230 iniles to hear Mr, Morse with the thermometer at fourteen
degrees below zero When they started. He, however, had been amlpy re-
aid; a‘g@)oa_ example, which it will be well for friends generally to
bear in mind, MF. Morso hins also leotured for the Spiritdalist Union,
& new socidty, which seems to diaéﬂay miore life and energy than the old

one, from ‘which it may be considered to some extent a secegsion, The

PSR S Y ) 6 s tam " .
Jeoture on thig Gocasign was the “Soience of !%P‘E“;?“{.;"?' Bod pps es-
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réfo $hié Hiitritions from'the innutritious elenients.ofifood, that]

- Fay's, For two hours we had evidence of spirit-power,

sorted by tliefc‘lii\i»r'ﬁlﬁﬂ to be the hest Teoture he had -over-heatd:'on thies

| subject, It is'to be printed in full in the Spiritual-Svientist;atid alsoinss

a pamphlet, L e e
* I have undertaken next Sunday to address the society, ou * Spiritual-
ism in Eogland,” when I shall enddavour to. give a sketoh of the lend-
ing events and persons conneoted with the movement in our own oountsy..
T trust my visit to America is for some.good purpose, and will be produc--
tive, too, of good results to the cauge both here and at home, Ag for’
Mr, Morse, he is the first medium England has sent to Amerioa in re--
turn for the many she has eent to our éhores ; but .I' feel sure he will:
vindicate the character of English mediumship, and do something to-
wards establishing & more harmonious feeling among the - Spiritualista:
than that whioh now exists, - If so, his visit will iot have been in'vain..
Bince I have been here I have met with’ many pergons’ whose names:
have been tamiliar to me for years as workers in thb;great cause.of’
human redemption, and I need not gay it has afforded.me: immense- -
leasure and eatisfaction. The first I met was Dr, H, B; Btorer, who-
as offices at the Banner of Light premises, This gentleman isan active
worker and a leoturer, speaking under jnfluence. In the Bamner of
the Oth he testifies to witnessing some materialisation manifestatioas at
Havana, when the medium, on his examinipg the’ cabinet, was' goms,
and. was afterwards found bound as at first,” I have heard him cross-
questioned on the subject, and be speaks most positively as to the facts.
1 shall endeavour to see this medium and ‘judge for myself. Fhe Ban-
ner of Light establishment consists of a book-store with offices at Baok~
end. Above this are the cirele room and reception room. The fosmer
is a longish room, painted white and ornamented on the ceiling with
medallion portraits, and its walls are hung with spirit-drawings, &o. At
one end is & platform, in front of which are ranged rows of seats, At
the commenoement of a seance the doors are olosed, and no ingress or
egress permitted. Mrs. Conant, the medium, is pale and peculiar look-
ing, and when controlled doea not present a pleasing appearance, She
speaks deliberately, and without any animation whatever, We voted it:
a very slow affair. Mrs. Conant was not in good health, and has not:
been able to hold seances for upwards of 8 week. That she is a good
medium there is no doubt, but whether the appellation of the * world's
medium,” which has been assigned to her, is warranted is another
uestion. 'On the story above is the editor’s sanetum and other offies.
r..Colby I found to be a genial and jovial-looking grey-haired gentle-
man, He is not in the best of health, but appears disposed to pus the
best, face on it. Mer, Wilson is alse an occupant of these offices. ‘He
appears to fulfll the post of sub-editor, and is chairman of the circlea
ang Sunday lectures, Mr. Rich, the partuer of Mr, Colby, has a desk
in the book-store below. This is a long double-fronted shop, A table
stands in the middle filled with publications of the pamphlet kind, and
ranged along the walls are well-filled book-shelves. At the back are
three desks with their respective ocoupants, The whole has & business
aspect, and is no doubt a commeroial success. C
At the lecture we met Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten. Shelooks as
blooming and fascinating as ever. Acoompanied by her husband, she .

.took us to her residence, where we spent a pleasant evening. Mrs.

Britten does not take & very active part now in Spiritualism, but
practises as an electrio physician, and in this appears to’he- sucoessful.
She has now gone to Buffalo, a distance of 500 miles, to attend a con-
vention. Her sister, Mrs, Wilkinson, and her mother, Mrs, Floyd, re-
side with her., She says she has no intention of visiting England.

I have had the pleasure of making the acquaintance of a lady desr to
all Spiritualists, Lizzie Doten. She 18 a charming little woman, as intel-

‘ligent and good as she is agreeable and kind. Sbe gave us a little history

of herself in connection with Spiritualism, and the recital “almost
brought tears to our eyes. It was the.old taleof persecution by"her
family and friends for the truth’ssake. *That man,” sdid she, referring

to her brother, who had just left the room, “ once esid that he wished

he could see me stretohed in my coffin, and my sister said I was never
to oross her threshold again. They even once, when I was going out
to lecture, made an attempt to kidnap me, their object being to put me
in a lunatio asylum ; but one by one they have all come round, and I am.

‘now on good terms with all my family.” Thus we see truth triumph-

ing. Miss Doten, through attending out of curiosity a spirit-cirole,
became a medium, and has since transmitted to the world the beautiful
poems that have made her name famous, Bhe is a native of Plymouth,
where our forefathers first settled, thirty miles distant.

I have paid two visits to Mrs, Maud Lord, an excellent physical
medium. The circles are conducted in the same way, and the mani-
festations are of the same character a8 Bastian and Taylors ‘and Eva
Musical in-
struments were sounded and fioated, we were touched by -hands, and
addressed by voices. My apectacles were taken from my face, and put
on to Mr. Morse's. I was seated oross-legged, This did not please our
invisible friends, for they took hold of my legs, and foraibly pulled them
apart. They kindly also brought a handkerchief and wiped cur noses,
This will serve to conveyan idea of the nature of the manifestations
that take place through Mrs. Lord. Sbe is a tall, ladylike person, with
pale, classioa] face, and & profusion of black eurly bair, which overhangs
and orowns her brow. Her manner is simple and plessing, and at onoe
disarms suspicion. Sbe has just taken a house here, and holds publio
searioes throe times a week, and it is thought she will do much to pro-
mote the cause, ' .

Boston I find muoh more English in appearance than the other
towns I bave visited, The extent of the fire is evidepced by the fine
new buildings that have since béen erested. A few plote are still un-
built on. Since I have been here the roads have been covered with snow,
and the pavements with ice, and a wheeled vehicle (excepting the tram-
oam;{l is scarcely seen in the streets—everything is done on sleighs,
With the thermometer frequently several degrees below zero it may
be imagined that our English constitutions feel the severity of the
woather, but we find plenty of warm-hearted, kind peopls, and this
serves to make the visit endurable, Roserr Coorer,

Boston, January 20. :

A note from Mr, Morse says that he has just recovered from a very
severe illness, -~ - .. L : ‘

Me. R.- Catring, - Poterborough, acknowledges: with thanks a large
parcel of werks for distribution from Mr. John Scott, Belfast,
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BREAKERS-AHEAD!THE CHURCH IN DANGER.
S By Sokmo,

The old spiked pafriers which reared their ponderous and threaten-
ing heads to ‘bar, block, and ban every inquiring and progressive soul
are_threatened with bombardment, and -the mailed warriors who have
‘hithierta jealously: gusrded these barricades niow tremble for the safety of
“their pet jnstifution,  Hitherto it haa been the fashion of the priest ard
the Levite, the various mixers, compounders, and dispensers of gospel
lore, from themitred purveyor of absolution down to the lean and lank
Gurate who hunts up strayed and lost sheep with indefatigable zeal, to
‘wiap their etolesiastioa] cloaks around their devoted shoulders and re-
fuge to believe that there are ¢ breakers ahead.,” But a-strong and
‘heaving tide now threatens the Ohuroh, and her most interested devotees

. «desory danger. T recently heard the Bishop of Winchester express his

:gloomy forebodings that a crisis was ovorhanging the Church of this
‘oountry that might exceed in magnitude even that one which convulged
‘the nation under the name of the Reformation 300 years ago. He
'regognised the growing tendency of the age to ignore the authority of
tthe Church in spiritusl matters, and declared that he could not foresee
whera the revolution might énd.

It is fair to agk who is to blame for this state of things. I am a

‘ohirchman of a certain type—I attend church, more or less, with a

feeling of improvement following the very act, but decline to be a slave
“on all points of dootrine, and decidedly set up my back against infalli-
Tbility of priest, or any great t:lpproaoh thereto, and I am a fair sampld
-of thousands who rejoice and are glad during a hearty at%d beautiful
:service, but who see the iron heel trampling down the soul of man when
the pulpit is mounted and dogma proclaimed. I might venture to stake
my eternal welfare on the declaratior: that if my parson knew (and he
‘will shortly have to be informed) that I had faith in any phase of Spiri-
itualism—clairvoyance, trance, or physical~I sbould be the - object of
:speoial prayer, grievous lamentations, and constant and regular visita-
ttion; with a view to rescue my soul from a damning’curse, one of the
1many * breakers ” whioh are surging to hurl tha Church on to sharp and
wplitting rooks where she may yet founder, S S

I have no wish to see the good -old Church wrecked; she has:saved
Hagland from many a sad political and social calamity, has treasured
wp rich stores of learning, has fostered much and great piety, but she
ihbs stubbornly declined to recognise in modern times the very elements
«of ber own creed. She preaches, “I believe in the communion  of
+#aints,” and declares by the majority of her clergy that whosoever now
1profesass to hold communion with departed spirits are depraved and
moved by the devil. Since the ancestors of the  modernchurchman
wiere peopde who avowed their own experience of spiritual manifesta-
tiens—the Transfiguration, &o.—and since the whole of the Christian

faith would fall to the ground like. *the baseless fabric of 8 vision "

were it stigped of this qualification, it may reasonably be asked whether
the “ breakers.abead ” which his lordship of Winchester sees rolling
$owards him and his Church may not have had their fury churned within
the walls of the establishment itself, Modern Spiritualism, although

anreaguded with many objectionable features, is not a question of helief,.

“but of positive experience ; and to ask men to. deny their owh experi-
«nce, te shut their eyes to palpable objeots, to dishalieveand distrust
their own eyes and ears, to declare a lie that which they feel to be a
sruth, all this in order to be enveloped in"the folds of a church which
.dhreatens- them with eternal damnation for. transgression by nion-
agguiegoénce, is, to wean mankind from loyalty to the Church—is to

.enpgnrage that schism and revolution whioh alarms one of the spiritual |

hentls of the great establishment. Yes, there are.* breakers abead,” and
_the. fkpusand-and.one little ‘streams of Spiritualism which flow from
.every tesyn, and villsge, and hamlet, will merge and blend into a mighty
.aga that will contribute a multitude of “ breakers” to wreck that phago of
ithe Oburek's power and authority known as ¢ intolerance.” * Weleome,
“ BREAKERS ANEAD.” EEN

‘SPIRITUALISM IN THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH. -
‘This is not & sensation heading, but a genuine indication of
wheking smong the dry bones. We have received the following
“latter for publication :— - T
o the Editor.—Dear Sir.—Although the subject of this letter. may be
irather out of charagter with the purposes of your journal, I shall estesm
‘it & great favour if you will kindly give publicity:-to ‘my positiou, in case

:an{ of yoir readers may now, or at some future time, be able to help me.

am at present ourate to a large parish, and have for ten years been
«engaged in sactive olerigal work both in town and country, during which
itime my miniatrations have been snccessful, as various testimonials' and
ireferences prove. et SRR
Tately, bowever, baving been so thoroughly convinced of the trath of
Bpiritualism, my conviotions compel me to avow.it opénly, and to do all
iin my power to support it. S L
" Unfortunately, my ardour has called forth tho horror,. pity, or sars
«casm of my former so-called * orthodox” friends; and this not only
makes my position very unpleasant, but.also debars me from any chance
wf preferment from thiose who regard Spiritualism astheissue of Satanic
18genc ' ‘ :

ang Spiritualist who'can influence my appointment to an independent
gphere in the Church, I shall be.truly grateful ; andan assurance that
*the communications from me, as to my own peculiar views, ‘will ‘be re-
sgarded as confidential, I shall be prepared to send testimonials and refer-
-ences. - ; . :
I have no wish to lesve the Church with which I'have been aseo-
ciated from infancy,-but it is my earnest wish that that Church may be
utilized on & broad scale, and adapted as far-as possible to the wonderful
rovélation of the spiritual world which has redently dawned upon us.:
Oommunications may be addressed to * Olerious,” 21, Great - College
8treet, Brighton.—I am, déar 8ir, yours truly, - S :
~ A CLERGYMAN oF TNE E3TABLISHED OHURCIL.
P8.—A mild locality on the coast would suit me best

-; This glight. iéldication shows how the cmrent is ruﬂning. An
. advertisement in another column is a.straw floating in the same

direction, Six’ live men in the church wouid lead ta & complets
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Altl{;mgh it i8 not very Jikely, yety if this Jetter should moat the‘:éfe of-

feférmation. me‘.o,f;'in‘w,l,li,gence,and'mtive atfengtii“;;};»fired of

the fetters in which:papular ignorance has pleced preachers of all

denominations, History tells of “one poor .monk” who- shook
Christendom from the-centre.to the circumference, For some time
we have been on the outlook for his successor, for the present age
is as needful of a reformation as any that have been in tl‘:e ast
‘We have received a number of lefters in reference to the discourse
on “Qrthodox Objections.” We give that of Mr. Bryan a leading
position, ' ‘ . '
* To the Hditor.—Dear Sir,—Although being fully.sensible af your
self-saerifioing and unwearied exertions in the cause of Spiritunliam, yet
T oannot but regret that you should have made such a-sweeping denun-

 ciation _against the morality of the clorgy 'as that contained in last

week's MEDIUM AND DAYBREAE, especially as you have also made such
honourablo mention of myself, I am afraid you must have been vary
unfortunate in the olerical specimens you have got acquainted with,
But allow me, as one who was hred up in o clergytian’s family—my
father having been o clergyman, my brothers being all olergymen, my
sister also having married a clergyman, and as one who has been thrown
into the society of clergymen more than in any other olass of men—to
say that I have never met with a single instance of immoral conduct in
those of the clergy I have .assooisted with, but that, on the contrary,
there was & much higher tone of morality amongst them than there is,
as far a8 my experience goes, among any other class of men, as, indeed,
one might expect there should be. .
As'regards their aspect towards Spiritualism, one could scarcely ex-
pect that they should look very favourably towards it when its theolo-
gical teachings seem to upset the greater part of the religious views con-
tained in the Articles and formularies of the Church of England, a dis-
sent from which would endanger-their position in the Chursh, and per-
haps deprive them of the means of maintaining themselves and famities,
Yet I may say this, that although I have never been at any pains to con-
ceal my theological opinions, both before and after retiring from olerical
duty, yet in no single instance have I met with anything approaching
to persecution—not even ‘a harsh. expression or un{ind word—but, for
the most. part, pity for what they “considered an unhappy delusion, ag,
indeed, the grent body of the soientific world consider also it o be.
Some of the London clergy I am acquainted with would gladly investi-
gate the subjoct, but their parochial duties demand so much of their

‘time, that they cannot set ‘apatt a portion of it to give it that ‘attention

whioh it deserves. It was different with regard to myself: for, being
for twenty-five years curate of a small country parish, I had ample
leisure to investigate'this ns well as other subjects whith have a beariag
upon religious belief. "And I wish emphatically to disclaim any merit
for taking the course I have in- publicly proclaiming my belief; feeling
quite sure that -any one of my clerical friende’ would 'havy done pto-
cisely a8 I have done if ho was placed ‘in- precisely the sdme efrcuin-
stances ns. T was, . =« R - .

It is o part of our beautiful philosophy-that every step in our careers
is but a necessury one tow:rds the high'c{vestiny to which we are ordained,
apd thus'that none of usare’ really deserving of either praise ot ‘blame.
I therefore desire neither, being - content to do my duty in the humble
sphere in which I am placed, with the approbation of my own conscience
a8 my. solo reward. - But-of the two, I. would rather be blawted thin
praised, as' I -believo it would be more conducive to my spiritual ad-
-vancement.—Believe me to be, yours very sincerely, uy Bryax.

Sydncy Street, January 26, 1875. - ‘ ~ :

A gentleman writing from Newcastle-on-Tyne malces the follow-

/ing remarks which we gladly publish, as it is not our wish to mis-

represent any class, but give full scope to all:—

Thore is ono:remark of yours which I am’ sure you will exouse me'if

T comment on. . You say you have talked to many reverend gentlepren,
and. you never knew one- of them wha_ believed in. the doctrines he
resched; now I quite believe there are hypocrites among this class,
gub that they are 7ot all 0, I &now ; the difference’ between my state-
moent and yours is, T. doubt not, owing ‘to the probability that I have
had better opportunities of knowing more of them than you have had.
We must not overlook the fact that they-have been trained from infanty
in the doctrines they inculoate on.others, and it requires very favourable

-ciroumstances or. constitution of mind to break and throw aside the

trammels of prejudico and education  in matters of religion. They are
blind, and it is diffioult for'a blind man - to- see; a8 I take it, it is oftén

more their misfortune thon: their fault.” - - ,

. The suthor of the discourse to which this correspondence: has

reference  desires to say a few words in respect to tho position
which he maintains in the discussion :— , Al
Mr. Bryan rather shifts the basis - which I laid down in my speech at
Doughty. Hall, - I was forced into the course I -took.  Tho lives of Dible
exponants were held up asa fruit proving the goodness of the orthodox
tree ; and secondly, the text in. Timothy,. or some other text, wos hurled
at Spiritualists a3 a condemnation. . - This ‘caused ‘mo.to meet the objec-
tor's.position-by-looking at the points raised by him, ‘I ¢in well under-
stand ‘that the fawily connections of Mr. Bryan may exhibit all the
characteristics of goodness ‘and ‘purity which he attributes to them,
bscause I find them in himself, and I trpce ‘these henignant features: to
hereditary doscent, an organic quality; and not to the fact that ihey-are
clerics. In comnion life we find families of bakers, carpenters, &a., who

-are decent honest people, but .we do ‘not aseribe it to theic trade nor

even to-their religious.conviotions, except in so far as these mpay lead to
that practical morality which is a charaoteristio of normal humabity,
and.of no one religious system ini particular. I did wvot hold up Mr.

 Brysn as-better than,others, except in that he has taken some trouble to

know the trutli, and having discovered it boldly proclnims it as he has
opsortunity. ‘I'he opposite of this is what I complain of in the clergy,
and it is fully admitted by Mr, Bryan. They teuoh certain artioles and
dogmas irrespective of their truth, regarding it even as'a crime on their
part or that of thoir flocks to attempt to queation the validity of chureh

teaohings, . T'his habit becomes so persistent, that though the young

parson-oommente life as a careless soeptio, he hardens dowa into a.0on-
ruied.bigot, and all the more:intolerant of progressive ideas, the more
hardened and crusted bis enforced belief, This is the searing of tha





































