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W ABRINGTON, ‘eec. 3rd, 1864
¢ Big Eagle, an Indian now in confinement at Davenport, Iowa, will,

the Bioux, came through Mrs. Conant, stating in substafite

releaso of Big Fagle from confinement would promote the-pacification | upen the receipt of this order, be immediately released from confine-
of his tribe; t the interests of both the white man and theed 'Q%%t and set at liberty. Y
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lig Xaglo teb at liberty,
inioated with Mrs, Conant or any of her
853 in fact, the operations connected with
nded his services for several weeks had
bukion the very day that the order for
grieil out, Mrs, Conant wrote a letter,
rgw,” congratulating Mr. Dow on the
him for his labours, Mr. Dow states,
5. Conant, at_his next visit to Boston,
- affirmed, made her get down on her
titude he felt for the good that had been

i# By order of the President of the United States.
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. be effectubl. Tt is only just to state that
entered w?a not one agreeable to his tast
advantagel In fact, it was both inconveniet
outset had Jittle to encourage hopes of auioe
feesed that\his feelings were enlisted by:th
“which he hag listeneﬂg, and :his ouriol
means that were evidently to-be emplo
though his judgment taught him
cool observer.\ On reaching New.'
Mr. Fostor by saying, “I am the pars
*Willie Lincoln to his mother,” statin noth
Lotter, nor the evbnts that led to the applicat
“This/is strange\I have been trying:
ﬁge," and, sitting qwn, at once wro
from “Willie” to his‘\mother, making’

. begging lier, in his ownaffectionate way,
for Big Esgle’s release, and insisting iipon;
visit was suded, an event oopurred which I’

Mr. Dow himself: * After “Roster hed’ wri
letter, and as T was about to lavs the room, h
somebody who would like to talk with you,” whe 5\§

. wore tremendous raps upon the underside of tho' tabia i fee acoomplistied by the Tiberation of his brother chief. It is worthy of
from us, Ho eaid *Yes, and rolled “back the ciff of his 08t aud, | note that the effeot of Big Bagle’s release did seem beneficial, and there
exposing his upper wrist, there appeared in"blood-red letters the initils | is reason to believe tbat he used a wholesome and restraining influence

- M.-D.; an’inch or more in length; theso.remained for several among his peopls, - ' ‘ ‘
soride, and then faded out. I inquired, ‘Whois.4, M. D.?’ when : »
#It18 0ot & good morning for this kind of manifgstation, Bauagzs- 5y THE EDITor oF 7ug * Banwer or Lioxr.

800 what he.will write. - Sitting: down at the table, he Wicte L“"‘W‘e"iiiake the following lengthy extract from a leading artiole in the

y, Albert Marshall Dow, and, handing me the paper, eaid, | Banner on the peouliar citcumstancss attending the chief's escape :— _

Yo R .

&

‘:i(ﬁu

- express:t)




Novidiini 27y 1874,

THE/MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK

K

{Atia our objoot at, presénti to-give; to; greater:length==by way. of illue-
teatjon’rathers than- contraversion:~some. portions of: the. istary, which
are;bpibriefly hinted, at by Mr. Powers. . After rapidly. sketching.the
ogayrrence; of-and,; after-fesling coucerning  the. Minuiesota, massucre;
through;ihioh, caee the Rioux fell under the hand of -govermiental
correotian, the wrifer goes on to, siae that *during ap intérview of
My, Dow with Mys. Conant, at her house in Boston,” &q,, cortain things
took place, of yhich oopurrericés and their preparatory. dircumstanoes
we proposd.to spetk mare in detsil: Little Orow was an-undeér-chief of
thé*ﬁidd'x”x’#iﬁibnﬂé i Hagle being his superior—and was well known
in 1ifa'aé 5 W01, reckiess, daring warrior, but destitute of that foresight
which Nature bedtows in.a great degree upon her red children, In-
_tompbrance—a;,vice which his white brother had taught him—wasted
the fives:of shis physical frame, nd .clouded his faculties, . Through bis
porguasions; bapked by the flery zeal of the young warriors, the aage
coupepls, of Big Hagle were overruled, and the tribe preoipitated itgel
in slpughter ypon. the defenceless settlers, only to feel in turn the firm
hand, of national authority. Big Eagle and many of his people begame

gi_,sonerp,'bqﬁ Little Crow paid justly the forfeit of his &)e with his

ife, ,Awaking fo consoiousness after his physical decense, his apirit at
orice betame copnisant of the bitter fruits which hig kindred were
eating frbﬁgth‘d trees whioh his deeds hed planted on earth, and ha.felt
an earnest desite to undo, to some degree at-least, the wrong he had
accomplished;’- To that end be hegan to look closely at the condition
of hié nation, and to seek for some mortal instrament through whom he'
gould bring to bear his desires in such & way that they would take on
the coveted form of works. Big Eagle, sublime even in the captivity to
which his (Little Crow's) hot-headedness had been chiefly instrumental
in consigning him, first met his conseience-stricken gaze, and he deter-
mined, not only for the purpose of doing justice to that warrior, but
also for the ‘assistance of his people by the good results which would
flow to them direotly through'tEe'calmer counsels of, the Superior
Chief, to obtain bis release. His senrch for an impressible or medium-
istio subject among men upon whom he could aot was rewarded in the
pérson of G, O, 8. Dow, Esq., & well-known lawyer of Davenport, Iowa,
to a 8pot near whioh place the Sioux prisoners had been removed for safo
keeping. - Mr. Dow suddenly found himself strongly impressed to visit
Boston, and undertook -the journey in obedienco to the mysterious
mandate, Arriving in this ity he -proceeded to the Banner of Light
Office, then sjtuated at 158, Washington Street, and entering our
ganctum said be bad come, but for what reason he knew not, and he
would like to be informed.  On:the same day in whichhe reached
Boston, Mrs, J. H. Conant, medium. of the Banner of. Light Public
Free Circles, who was at her residence, felt an indescribable impulse to
take & car for the office, . This somewhat astonished her as it was not
circle day, and she was at & loss to account for  the-call, but she at onge
started in- acquiescence, arriving at the book-store, one flight beneath
the aditoxinl room, some -fifteen minutes béfore Mr. Dow entered the

Eod
3

building: ; el :

Not being nware of %sr presence in the book-store—it being a day on
which no-otrele was held—we still-yielded to a strong impression which
we felt that Mr. D. had heen brought to our. city for a spiritual purpose,
and therefore visited the counting-room to ascertain whether or not our
impressions were correct. - On descending the stairway for the purpose,
we were surprised to sse Mrs, Conant seated at Mr. White’s desk, in
conversation with him concerning the strange and: unexpected manner
by which she had been led to make the - present.visit. - On sight of Mr.
Dow she became suddenly entranced, and  led the. party—eonsisting - of
Messrs. Whits, Dow and ourself—to’ the ‘public- circle: room: opposite.
TUpon taking seats at the table, the influence controlling her, tlaiming to
be the apirit of Little Orow, proceeded - to - give great oredit to  Mr,
Dow for the manner in whioh he had heeded his impressions. "The
spirit “ Bioux ” then made known the purpose for which he had been
instrumental in bringing Mr. D. to Boston; viz,, that he might be placed
en rapport with Mrs, Conant, thus giving “ Little Crow ” an oppertunity
to speak with him upon the matter of his desires, which were that he
(Mr, Dow) would interest himself in the release from custody of Bi
Eagle. He desired Mr. D. to return to Davenport, see Big Eagle, speng
words of kindness to him (of course through an interpreter), and obtsin
from him a promise—as a basis for further operations—to the * Great
Father” in Waehington, that if he 'were released he would keep the
peace in the future, and: use his influence as a pacifioator with his people.
“ Little Crow” further stated that he would go with Mr. Dow when he
returned, be with him when he met Big Eagle, and should that warrior,
filled with bitter memories of his subordinate’s action, refuse to listen to
hig words, he would, if Mr. D. would take the chief’s hand,.influence Big
Haglo to such an'extent as to impress him that the Great Spirit was
speaking. with him ; for the Indians, unlike the white man, personify all
intelligences. manifesting as the Manitou, instead of ascribing indivi-
duality to each. ]

Mr. Dow returned to his home, was allowed an interview with Big
Fagle, and was at once met by a refusal on the part of that chief ta
listen to any word from * Little Crow.” “ Ugh! Little Crow bad Indian!
Mb no helieve,” was the summary manner in which be felt to dispose of
the matter ; but on Mr. D.s taking his hand the Indian felt a peculiar
shock, which he recognised ‘a8 the signal of assent on the part of the
Buperior Power to'the giving of the promise which “Little Crow” required
ag the next step to approaching the Grreat Father, and he obeyed. Mr.
Dow then returned to Boston, and bad another sitting with Mrs. Conant,
whereat “Little Crow” deeired him to go to Washington and see President
Lincoln, assuring him that he should lose nothing in a pecyniary point
of view by the journey, and that he (“ Crow") would socompany him,
“ Willie,” the spirit-son of Mr. Lincoln, also came at this second seanoe,
and directed Mr. Dow to call at the residence of Oharles H. Foster, test
medium, in New York City, where he (“ Willie”) would give him a letter
endorsing his mission to take to his mother in Washington. Mr. Dow's
visit to Foster was very successful, and is detailed in a8 manner which is
substantially eorreet by Mr. Powers, with the exception that so far from
the mission being distasteful to. Mr. D., it was one in which he entered
heartily, led by his-epiritual faith to believe that the best results would
surely flow therefrom. o .

. The impression made by the letter upon Mrs. Lincoln was great, and:
she used all the influence she could bring to bearto induce the President
to affirmatively meet its requests regarding the captive chief. Mr, Lin-

dolp (who.is well known tohave been' strongly mediunistio, and who.
waa. worked - upon . by the; presence of his:san, In. spirit), was, strongly
‘moved § nevertheless, as the writer.days, great, difioulty .qgsg;ygﬁgﬂﬁ: in
Mr. Dow’s securing.a tegting with him, . Finally, he found, the Presi-
dent at the, grounds. of the Soldiers’ Home, 14th sbrect, Where, atfired
in a Oincinnatys-like. costume .of * shirt-sleeves, !, ho'was, endeayouring
to esoape awhile the cares of State by a brief season-of;imanual exercise,
.Mk, Lincoln, after the scene so well depicfed by Mr, Por in whioh’
“Willie” himself, and not “ the memory of his dear boy,” worked at
the father's “ great, stronig heart,” gave to Mr. Dow a pencilled order for
the release of Big Eagle, whigh, as Mr. Powers states, was, on: the return
of that gentleman to Davenport, refused acceptance by the military
commander, through reason of its informality. Somewhat indignant at
the disobedience manifested on the part of-the resident * powers; that
be" towards the plainly-stated . wishes of the: President, Mr. Dow; ad-
dressed a letter to “Little Orow" for further instructions, and forwarded
the same to Mrs. Conant, in Boston, That 'spirit, .on controlling her,
directed Mr. Dow to write to Mr, Lincoln, stating the fate of his order;
whereupon the regular commang given in the text of Mr. PJs st(;gy was
isgued by the President, and, after various contortions of thé “:red-tape
serpent,” Big Eagle was, in obedience to its' requisitions, aeb-at liberty.
The conoluding sortion of Mr. Power’s narrative is; in-its details, true
to the letter, and the measure proved to be of good to all parties con-
cerned. Co .

We have given the above facts, some to supply missing links to the
chain of the story, and others to remove false impressions, the conveying
of which in the majority'of caees is, we are sure, not the result of inten-
| tion on the part of Mr, Powers. We should not have given this ex-
tended account of the case were there not many in the ranks of Spiri-
tualism who, filled with the want of the spirit of brotherly and sisterly
love, have been accustomed on various oocasions to agouse us of unduly
elevating the usefulness of Mrs, Conant before the world. She has
laboured long, earnestly, and self-sacrificingly for the cause, and so far
from deserving the arrows of unfriendly oriticism, merits all due oredit
for what she may he instrumental in'acoomplishing for good, as well as
kind words and magnetic waves of sympathy to obeer the tedious and
painful hours.of that continued state of mental and physical exhaustion
which- is superinduced by the peculiar character of her spiritualistic
Iabours.

The ‘reader will find further light as to “Little Orow’s” part in the
above-related transaction, in his message delivered at the Indian seance
held through the organism of Mrs: Conant on the 25th of January last,
at the Public Free Circle Room, and published in advance in the Banner
of Light of January 31st—where ¢ Hather De Smet,” * Moke-ta-va-ta,”
and * White Antelope " joined their protest in spirit with his against the
general treatment of the Indian question by the white men.

" 'Rgp LEA® AND u1s Baxb,

‘Many additional oases of direot influence upon the aboriginal tribes
in the far West; by the spirit Indians who bave come into rapport with
Mrs: Conant and her (to us-invisible) guides, could be related in this
connection, in “proof of the humanising work which she is made the
instrument of accomplishing, but we wiﬁ oite but one more at present.

‘The Cheyenne Indians bad been for sowe time suffering from want of
gamé-on their reservation, and through the failure of Government to
afford them supplies; famine in its darkest form sat an unwelcome guest
at their council fires, - Maddened by a sense of their wrongs, a body of
warriors held a council to determine what course should be pursued to
ameliorate the condition of their people. - In the face of multiplied disas-
ters, Red: Leaf, the chief, decided to yield to the demands of his braves,

ceeded, under the leadership: of Red Leaf, to the track of the Northern
Pacific Railway, where they secreted themselves and awaited the ap-
~proach of a train which was soon due, their intention being to force off
a rail; throw the cars from the track, and plunder the passengers and
freight. - But while this cloud of danger hovered alike over the uncon-
seious heads of the railroad pilgrims and the frenzied ones of the Che-
yeune warriors, it was turned asidd, as the lightning is disarmed by the
tiny rod, through the instrumentality of earthly mediumship. The'
epirit-Indians could see nothing but destruction for their brothers in the
form, should such a course be pursued by them, and this view was
shared by many epirits who in physical life inhabited bodies of the white
race, but whose sympathies were always with the muoch-persecuted red
man. Therefore much anxiety was evolved among them, and as a natural
result,and in obedience to the laws of magneticattraction, “ Woone-a-noo-
ket” (thespirit-daughterof Red Leaf), who had frequently entranced Mrs.
' Conant, “Sa-goye-wa-tha,” “Moke-ta-va-ta,” and many others who had
learned through Mrs. C.'s powers the path of return to earth-life, drifted
into 7apport with this medium, and made their presence knownghy brief
.but expressive words indicative of thieiy wish toavert the step. *Woone-
-a-noo-ket,” a spirit who frequently sontrolled;Mrs, C., was despatohed by
:the invisible baud gathered at her residenca to visit the belligerent braves,
and, if possible, allay their fury by an appeal to their reason. Forth
she started, full of animation and love of her mission ; on nearing the
Indien lodges she found .a girl and boy at play ; the girl she at once
entranced, and demanded that the boy should lead the little one to the
counoil just being held,

The boy was ignorant of the place, the warriors having secreted them-
selves, but the spirit controlling the girl led the way, and on arriving at
the spot bade the boy go forward and tell Red Leaf that “the Great
Spirit ” (after the fashion of the Indians conoerning spirit-communion,

'to whigh we have referred above) wisbed to conversé with him. R
' Leaf was at once seized with the conviction that something of an unusual
cheraoter atterided the case, as great precautious had been used to sedrete
the party, and yet the boy hed found it without trouble. He theréfore’
informed the warriors that he would go for a space, to meet the: messen«
ger. Ho was at once informed by 'the spirit controlling the girl that:it,
wag the wieh of the Great Spirit that himself and his band:ghould
desist from the deed they were about to perform; s the result; would be
of no particular advantage to them, but the consequences would descend .
upon the Indians everywhere with tenfold orushing power. Red Leaf
was much moved, dnd returning to the band, said— Gréat Spirit say
No!” The warriors then marched back slowly to their starving people,

hoping that help would yet reach them, and Woone-a-noo-ket” returned

o

and endeavour, by retaliation, to obtain supplies. To that end a party pro- .
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 Oonant, bringingthe newe (through. the lips of
danger was averted, aud that;the train had passed

v gafety.  Herein ‘waa a priotioal work accom~
catisg ‘of hurhanity which is deserving of the highest
and ‘éannot fail of elititing -such on the epirit-side of
‘vecital may affeot ofdinary dwellers on the physical

« MODERN SPIRITUALISM ;

THAT IT 18 IN ACCONDANCE WITH SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY,
AND 18 A Necessity oF THE PrEseNt TiMe.” :

‘A PAPER READ BEFORE A DEBATING SOCIETY, IN A NORTH-OF-
- Exgranp Toww, BY A GENTLEMAN, WHO, THOUGH NOT.A
SPIRITUALIST, HAS BEEN STRONGLY TMPRESSED BY THE Mass
* or EvipENCE 1N 118 FAVOUR. e Tk
Believing as I do that we are here as‘calm and dispassionate
seekers for truth, rather than as subjects for the exhibition.or
reception of mére feelings or emotions, however admirable:such
feelings may be in their proper sphere, I will not here attempt
. any:eloguent exordium or introduction of the subject, but will
content myself with at once proceeding to- state my case, a
¢ase which in my opinion, is suppérted and strengthened by a
masgs of evidence of the most satisfactory and conclusive.cha-
racter, [ S
" At the outset I proposc to enumerate the different classes: of
mind with regard to their attitude towards Spiritualism, and
for this purpoge [ will divide them into four classes, viz.:—
. 1st. Orthodox Christians; - C e R
- 9nd. Spiritualists proper; e
8rd. Materialists, or total unbelievers; . ~
4th. Persons who have not yet made .up their
subject. FEh S
T'he first class (OrTHODOX CHRISTIANS) I claim as Spiri-
tualists, they doubtless believing in the after-existenco and
identity of the spirit; but as a class, denying and strongly
cofnbating the theory that spirits (disembodied)either can or
do communicate with spirits (embodied). B
Thesecond class (SPIRITUALISTS PROPER) aTe, as I nced hardly
say, believers in all the so-called phenomena of ‘modern: Spiri-
" " tualism, and are by no means so despicable a class as:is. ordi-
narily supposed; for though they may to some considerable
extent consist of credulous, weak, and-uneducated ‘persons, yet

in'inds on the

they also range under their banner men and:women of the.

utmost culture and. refinement, and .often- those who. have
asserted their claim, and made good their right, to take first
rank as philosophers, men of science, literature,'&c. I may
mention amongst many others, Alfred Wallace, F.R.S;, the dis-
tinguished naturalist; William Crookes, the discoverer of the
metal thallium and editor of the Quarterly Journal of Science;
Cromwell Varley, of renown in connection with electricity and
tolegraphy ; Judge Edmonds, the Hon. Robert Dale Owen, and
William Howitt, : T R Ers g

. The third class (MaTeRIALISTS). This large and influential
class are widely spread throughout civilisation, and, at any rate
previous to the advent of modern Spiritualism, were rapidly in-

creasing in numbers. As secularists they have their recognised |-

lgadérs and a somewhat powerful organisation. 1 believe I am
corroct in asserting that materialista have no beliefin an after-
life in the ordinary acceptation of ‘the term. - It is; however,
asserted by Dr. Sexton that Spiritualism has been largely ve-
cruited from the ranks -of the materialists, he himsclt being
among. the number. of converts.” Many of the leaders in the
scientific world, including Tyndall; Huxley, H. G. Atkinson and
.others, are meterialists, - Charles Bradlaugh is the reputed
leader-of the secularists’ party, a position which wa shared by
Dr. Sexton  previous to-his acceptation of - thé - spiritualistic
theory. - - T S R e
»The fourth class consists of PERSONS: WHO HAVE NOT YET
MADE UP THEIR MINDS.
largest number of thinking minds at the present time. : I will
not, however, trouble you with any further remarks of my own
on this numeérons and powerful class, but rather ask you to

listen to the following passage from Lord Lytton's novel, “ A

Strange Story.” * Do you believe,” asked the female attendant,
of -Margrave, “in what you seek?” *I have no belief,” was
the:answer. “True science has mone; true science questions
all things, and takes nothing on credit. It knows but three
states of mind, denial, conviction, and the vast interval between
the two, which is not belief, but the suspension of judgment.”

~‘Mr. Wallace says, that this passage accurately describes the
phages through which his mind passed in regard to this subject;

nd 'it’seems to me also accurately to describe the class of
which T m speaking. ' - |

+ Tshall now.endeavour, as briefly as possible, to give repre-

o AL

- sentative instances of the phenomena, but may here state by

.. the.way; that many persons, while acknowledging the genuine--

“nesa.of the phenomena, object to the assertion that they are
_produced by:spirits. -Charles Bray, the writer of an excellent
work'on * Foree, and its Mental Correllates,” says he would be
: cntoat if people would consent to say spirit ‘instead of

" récoghised mediiim' was Miss Kate Fox, whoresided in the vil-
* lnge'of Hydesville, New York. That spiritualistic manifesta-
. tions should have arison, and generally speaking, bo more prc-

Probably this- class contains  the

- and all became Spiritudlists.”

ern Spiritnalism dates from March, 1848, and tho first

valent in-America then in Europe, is, I think;: to . some-exten
explained-by the -drier .atmosphere :that. :prevails: there;: ind
which Bray says has a tendency to producs -exn’ urdue: prepon-
derance of the nervous systein,- Mr. Wallace; writing in’the
Forinightly Review, page 635, says, relative to the earliest mami-
festation through Miss Fox— It"is. worthy of remark; the very
first modern spiritualistic manifestation was subjected to the
test of unlimited examination, and that though all ‘were utter
sceptics, no one could discover any.ceuse for the.noises which
continued, though with less violence, when all the_ children had
left the house. Nothing is more common than the remark thaf
it ig absurd and illogical to impute noites of which we cannot
discover the cause, to the agency of spirits. - 8o it undoubtedly
i8, when the noises are merely noises ; but is it so illogical-when
these noises turn out to be signals; and signals which spell out
o fact, which fact, though wholly unknown to all present, turns
out to be true? Yet on this very first occasion, twenty-six years

‘ago, the signals declared that a murdered man was buried in the

cellar of the house ; it indicated the exact spot under which the
body lay; and upon digging there, considerable portions of a -
human skeleton were found. Yet more; the name of the muf-
dered man was given, and it was ascertained that such a person
had visited that veryhouse,and had disappeared five years before,
and had never been heard of since. The signals further deelared
that the murdered man was the signaller.” :
Although the case I have just quoted seems to have been the
first in which intelligence was actually recognised, there have
beenin all times placed upon record  numbers .of cases where
unaccountable noises have been heard, and ‘also occasionally
unaccountable things seen. Notably the disturbances of the
Monpesson family, and in that of the father of John Wesley in.
the 17thr and 18th centuries. -Much. more ancient is the Biblical
narrative of the* Witch of Endor,” wherein the spirit of
Samuel is recorded to have talked with Saul. The hand-writing
on the wall at Belshazzar's: feast, and: many other instances
might be quoted from the same source. - Socrates asserted that
he had a familiar spirit. which “advised him on all important
occasions. - Cagsandra, of Troy, was said to hear the voices of

‘the gods; she foretold the destruction of Troy and warned her

countrymen of the stratagem of the wooden horse, The oracle
of Delphos: was famed throughout the whole world, and was
founded 1200 years before the Christian era. Dodona was still
more 'ancient, dating back B.c. 1558. 8o infallible were the
predictions of thiese oracles considered that it became an adage,
“ Ag true as a response from the tripod.” The truthfulness of
these oracles may be disputed, but they are as well authenticated
as any portion of ancient history. So startlingly accurate were
some of their responses, that a noted historian, unable to ac-
count for them in any other manner, refers them to the agency
of the devil, ‘The life and death of Jesus Christ is also remark-

.able for many spiritual appearances. For instance, the spiritual

seance, held by Ohrist - and his disciples, at which Moses and
Llias appeared, ordinarily called the Transfiguration. He is
also said to have cured numbers of persons who were possessed
by spirits, and‘at his death it is recorded that the bodies of
many saints which slept arose. ‘
Later on we hear. of :the supernatural “ voices ™ of **.Joan of
Arc” advising dnd consoling her, and in whom she appears to
have placed implicit-confidence; and down to comparatively
recent times there have never been wanting records of persons
possesging peculiar and .occult powers, witches, and the like.
Posgibly: in: the present day it may be both honourable and
profitable to be known as a-medium. I cannot, however, think
that induceéments’ of this kind preveiled in past times, when
possessors of these strange powers were  often compelled to
undergo all the fiery and watery ordeals which cruel and terror-

‘stricken ignorance could suggest.

-1 will now return to modern phenomena, and will quote con-
giderably from Mr. Wallace's paper on page 636, Fortnightly
Review for May and June, 1874. Ho says: * In 1851 some of the
most intellectual men in New York—judges, senators, doctors,
lawyers, merchants, clergymen, and authors—formed themselves
into’ ‘& society for investigation. In 1854 a second spiritual
society wag formed in New York. It had four judges and two
physicians among its vice-presidents. A little later -Professor
Mapes, an eminent agricultural chemist, was led to investigato
Spiritualism. He formed a cirvcle of twelve friends, men of
talent, and scoptics, who -bound themselves: to- sit. together
weekly, with a medium, twenty times.  They had nothing at all
satisfactory the first eighteen meetings, but the last two sittings
produced phenomena of so startling a- character ‘that the
investigation was continued by the same circle for four years,
_Experience has shown that no spirituel manifestation can be
obtained save in the presence of at loast one of those persons
known as “ mediums,” a class of sensitives who have existed in
all historic times, and who have been variously  called “seers,”
“ prophets,” * inspired persons,” ** witches,” &c. I am not aware
if it has yet been determined what arc the requirements of
mediumship, but such persons seem to be possessed of either an
intensified susceptibility, or else some -other sense that the
majority - of human beings have not; as a rule they are mag-
netieally negatives, and therefore are easily mesmerised, either
by ombodied. or, according to the Rpiritualist theory, dis-
embodied spirits, under whose'control they then pass.
I will now give a short account of a few of the most cele-.








































