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- law to incor%oemte the serpent-worship of the Egyptians into the

. Did God create Saten ? and if, creating Satan, he permitted the angel

‘porated, not only into the Hebrew worship, but into the Christian
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destruction is more frequently implored and sought to.be pro-
pitiated than the Creator or the Preserver of the universe,

It ia:aleo known' that among thb nations of the East the symbol
of :the serpent has gomotimes been the ?mhol not only of immor-
tality itself, but-of wonderful powersand creative ability, and that,
changing the asEect it wore ‘among the Egyptians ard among the
Indians, the Hebrews and their descendants considered the serpent:
to be a' symbol of evil, because it would not answer for the Mosaic
worship of the Jehovah of the Hebrews.  But in some form:or
other, and in some manner or other, this serpent-symbol crept into
the Talmud, and is believed in as a symbol alteyiiately of power
and damkuaa;. of good. and of evil; two distinot qualities—of intelli-
genee iid of desttubtion, Home two hundred or more different
nambaj afe usad o bymbo%ﬂe this power of evil or subtlety under
the form of the (3redt Dragon, the Great Berpent, the Serpent
Saten, the Piel;, Beelzebub, and hosts of other names. - Fe figures
in cohisetion with all the nations of the Tast; and it is said; in
the account given in the Book of (fenesis, that of all the beasts: of
the field the serpent wag the mast subtls; and that Satan in the
form of # gerpeitt tergpted the fist parents: Sl

Now, thls i# introdicific diregtly the &mhglism of Egypt and
Asgytla, and is bringtng or fncorporating into the religious doctrine
of the Hebrews that which some of those nations in their primal
worship alternately feared and revered. That it is intended; and
was intended, as a symbol, we leave for theologians and scholars to
decide ; but it is known that within the Church there are distine-
tive differences of ‘opinion as 1o what constitutes the exact and
distinetive pemsonality of Satan, or in what form it presented itself
to the first parents of humanity. S e e

If we are to believe the theological record we' must of necessity
believe.that the Deity, from the beginning of - creation, knew that
this angel whom he had made would wage war against Him, would
stir ‘up Tebellion amongst the hosts of heaven, and would fall in-the
attempt ; but it 8o chances that again mythology steps in with the
fable of the: mythical Prometheus, of whom somewhat. of the same
history 'is.given . ag of the Satan: of: the Hebrew religion. : Pro-
metheus presumed to draw fire from heaven, and for this he was
bound to.the rocks; and the history or allegory goes very far to sup-
Eort theides of & Satanic rebellion azainst the Deity in heaven, that

atan was plunged into Hades, there' to reign and " rile—whsther
as Pluto or Satan, whether as'a demon of darkness or a king over
the empires of darkness; it does not matter.  The primal questions,

that he had made to fall; and who in heaven: could scarcely have
been tempted by any pre-existent.evil, He. knew from the hegin-
ning that this angel ‘would so. fall, would be changed into a.demon
of darkness, would in reality tempt .the human family, and cause
all this destruction, would gain sway and empire, and would finally
occupy the ambiguous position in the theological world that he
does to-day, alternately dividing ‘the fear, the awe, and the:scorn of
mankind, and holding sucha su%tle force‘and sway over the human
imagination that no- previous being and no subsequent existence
has been able effectually to blot out—1we say, that admitting: the
existence of :the personality of Satan, we must: primarily consider
the Deity Himself - knew all' this, that He ‘planned his existence,
that He arranged the -temptation; that He knew mankind would
fall, that He intended this for some special and distinctive purpose;
and that special and: distinctive Pur}ﬁ)se rémains’yet-an 1nsoluble
mystery. in the mind of the Infinite Himself. - " . L
It 18 8aid there is a tradition in the early Roman Catholic Church
that at the time when Christ.descended to the. grave, during’ the
period: his  body was: in the sepulchre, he -preached ‘to- the  spirits
that were in prison, that he actually met and wrestled with the
foe of humanity and slew him. - And the early fathers of the Church
believe, according to this® tradition, that that is why the Church
itgelf offers to all salvation—that Christ really slew Satan; - Certain
it is-that he-has been slain many and'many a time; in many an‘in-
tellectual contest,and in- many-a survey of ‘ancient- history, this
same existerice has made his appearance and- been fought. and van-
quished by the intellectual power of the19th century. - Certain it
is- that the Reformation, kindling ‘answ, not -only. the -fervouts" of
faith, biit some. of the fires of bigotry, attached to' this"personality
such - superior powers -and wonderful -intelligence aud. sway over
mankind that the Reformation itself  became. not only. an -absolute
kindling of ‘the fires of faith, but & rekindling also of the-spirit-of
foar and terror, - Gl o
" We lmow that among the ancients and heathen, as-we are-accus-
tomed to-call them, that the power which  represents fear; which
degenerates into the. slavish worship of material elements, which
takes from the winds and waves, and from the: fire itself, the sym-
bols of divinity, calls. upon-man to. offer sacrifices of human life,
which makes: the Hindoo. mother plungs her babe ‘into the Ganges
that it may gain favour with the gods, which causes:the-sacrifices
known to the religions of the East—we know that the primal and
moving impulse is the power of fear. e
-We  know that of all propensities that attach themselves . to
humanity, that -enslave, and -degrade, and - oppress- the world, a
slavish ' and blind fear is: the wotst, - Yet still we find incor-

religion, the distinctive and unqualified element that is so con-
demned among the heathen, and that forms, perhaps, a portion of
the most abject servitude of the world. © v

i this devil or this Satan be really and - distinetly a creation of
the Divine mind, then it naturally and must - inevitably becomnie &
subject of the most gerious consideration: and import to all devout
worshippers and believers, and Satan himself must-be so significant

and important, & figure before the jmagination of the ¥ou.ug and
old, as almost to eclipse the power of approaching the Divine and In-
finite Mind. -~ But again we draw & parallel.

You will remember that otitside the gates of Jerusalem there
was the ancient gehenna op burning-pit, in which twas plunged all
unclean things; end whers perpetual fires were kept burning. You

-will remeniber that in mytholo ,Hadesiiq;' the infernal regions,

was a place of perpetual fire, & Wwrning thet never ended. You
will ‘remember that the Plutonigh regloms are themiselves the
regions. of darkness alternately 1 flame a.lL[,l guu will etember
that the being presiding lghere, luts himgelf, dasives hig destruc-
tive character from the idea of the ynaitinn of the god Ju‘piter or
the ancient deity of the heathen countifes. o

Now wherein Lueifer, son of the morning, who had falleii from
henven beeguse of his presymption, differs fraii the ?t&n of the
theologians, we are unable to detetmine, But cettaln 1t is thet the
story of & fallen stay that went out of hegven while the shepheids
were watohing, and agpea’red no Hioie became the fbund,ﬂpn for
the fable of Pluto, and of the Plutonia 'i’agionﬂ. Oeitgiil b?%ihht
this idea being incorporated iiite thy anclafit f ’31 of .the H@ jtow
religion has been gt last i‘evi'v?d ina twod%i , fing) tb‘;:ehafo‘ld
ower, and becomes the glteruating fuar whith sways With love the

hristian worship of to-ddy. Among d¥ 18 the eafly ages or epochs
of the world you are well aware that man had not vanquished the
material elements, that he did not understand the meening of
lightning, that the pathway of the winds was unknown to him,
and the rising and falling of the tides were a perpetual mystery.
You' will remember that the earthquake was regarded as the
warning voice of God, and the winter season was supposed to be
under the reign and empire. of -deities antagonistic to man; that
disense’ and- pestilence and wars and crimes were all “attributed to
these untoward deities. - The men of science had not:been abroad.
‘We know now. that lightning is but the power of natural elements
in‘commotion’; we know now-that the forces that cause the voice
of thunder-are not the wrath of deity, but-the rising of vapours, the
assemblage andthe action of atomsone with another; we know that
the earthqualke’s yawning mouth is not a warning from deity, nor
from the Plutonian regions; ‘we know the earthquake is rather the
safety-valve of the great engine of material creation, that thus ex-
pends ‘its superfluous power; we know that wars with all their
devastating power ,an({)
deities; but by the selfishness and” ambition of man; we lmow that
pestilerice, following quickly in the wake of war, is not the visitation
of an antagonistic deity, but the result of a lack of proper sanitary
measures, and when the sanitary commission  go abroad pestilence
ceases; * 'We know that science has solved the mysteries of plagues,
of “those  evils - that ~were “supposed. to be direct visitations
fronievil-or. good -deities, and: that. there is ‘a law in nature,
and ' that that “law -is distinctive and . final—that where pes-
tilence  is * there is ‘mortality, -and - that cleanliness is the god
that. usurps the ‘place “of the untoward: deity of diseage in
modern: thought ; we ‘know that famine is:not the result of the
untoward deities ‘that bide in the fastnesses of the mountains or
in the hidden sources of the: mines, but is the result always of a

lack of ‘proper fértilisation, o ‘of untoward seasons, the laws and

changes ‘of ‘which " are known to modern-science ; we know that
irrigation makes the desert places fertile, that drainage relieves
land ' of ity superabundant moisture, and - fertilisers-give to bar<
ren space, an abundance of harvests. - This is man’s conquest—the
result of ‘the beneficent laws of Deity—not over a demon, not over
Satan, that sits behind the.Great Dragon and: drownas the sun in
its power, but over the elements of matter itselt, that, swayed by
intellect, -are governed and controlled,and are:powerful. - We also
know that - the -time may be *coming—nay, perhaps it now is—
when; in-the: moral .#s-1n the material world, those tempests of
crime, those singular earthquakes: and ebullitions “of human pas-

sion, those-sweeping and devastating pestilences that sway cities and

govern wankind; are to. be known-and understood by some subtle
system of moral law ; and: that if there be fitting sanitary means
to prevent pestilence. in crowded cities, there may come a time
when fitting spiritual ‘and sanitary measures may also meet and
venquish this unseen- power of evil; that natural laws, morally
mean the responsibility that human beings.owe to the Deity as
natural lawg, physically mean: the: responsibilities that men owe
to life-and heaven ; and that when it shall be understood that there
i3 ‘10 longer a demon or a Satanic-agency in tempests or in whirl-
winds, it will also' cometo .be generally understood that there is

‘no individual ‘Satanic agency in the individual crime, or in the

general crime of communities, but only a lack of that proper
sanitary and moral discipline.that: makes-evil tle subject of that
which is.good. : R :

.~ We. know that, wlen such crimes ‘as murder ‘sweep over a
community, there issomewhere at'the bottom of it a lack of
moral training. - 'We may. trace. such crimes to' the hot-beds
‘of sin in’ civilised “cities-and countres of civilisation. We know

| that,” if "there Was ‘as: specific’ a ' method for renovating and

improving men's moral natures as-there is for renovating and
improving their physical ‘natures, those things would cease ; not
because Satan-would be bodily slain,;  but: becauss ‘the evils that
afflict humanity would be known and understood and probed to
their root, ‘and-the tree, if poisonous, would- be: cut down and
uprooted for ever., “We. know. there is-a:-popular opinion growing
abroad that it is not o much this unseen Satan that men have to
fear, lurking: in corners and standing in'streets, &s the unseen moral
‘causes themselves that prompt the crime. = And s the lighted taper
drives away the ghosts from the room of the sleeping child, so the
lighted torch of true civilisation drives this Satan back again into
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the ages whente lie came, leaving only man, God, and natiire, each
to become fedonciled to the other. We believe that, with the full
and complete sifting of this subject, it will be found that human
natiws, anxious fo escape the responsibility of violating morsl law,
would fain find a safety-valve or & scape-goat in this same Satanic.
being, We believe if it were truly known and understood, that
the anxiety of all mankind not to be responaible for individual acts
and feelings or impressions lies at the whole basig and ‘fabric 'of

‘the foundation of this theological spectre that has haunted the

ages. Consider the tendency of causing a child to belisve fromthe
hour of birth that it-has no-good, and if ‘it-has a good in force that
there is an evil being constantly on the'alert to destroy that good..
The demornlising effect of -such- o theory unchécked would he
sufficient to lose the soulsof the whole humanfamily. (Applause.)
This doctrine. is' parallel to the ides which the parent instils in
the mind of the child, when he or she says, ¢ You have no mind;
I can make nothing of you ; you are idictic.” . ‘And -just ae surely’
as this idea is perpetually impressed. upon it, the child ceases to
strive. There is no opEgrtunity for advancing ; ‘and- in nine' cases
out of ten, -in ninety-nine :cases out” of one hundred; the results
fulfil the prophecy of the parent.. “So; if -you teach:mankind that:
between themselves and an-overruling Deity is placed thissingular
Satanic being, who may at all times intervene between God and
man, snatching souls away at-the very hour of triumpl; who tries
all manner of devices, who seeks every possible opportunity, and is
permitted to tempt mankind, while: there is no ‘adeuqate ‘and
prompting influence. to good, we say this of itself, if believed in,
would drive mankind to the very abyss from which it affects to-warn
him; but that mankind does not believe it, that it does not form'a
cardinal and instinctive point of human faith, that inevery possible
way they reject it by their reason even if theirfear stirs within
them, that by all possibilities of demonstration they prove their
unbelief by their running steadfastly and continually in the face of
this ver’y]r being, whom they suppose to be the tempter--ay, if ‘it
were—then Satan would share- the omnipotence of the ‘thvone:of
God, and hold sway over more souls that Christ himself: If it
were true, we might loolt to the Plutonian regions to find the
millions upon millions of .souls that have gone out of ‘earthly life
without even a chance of the small grain of faith uponwhich they
are promised to rise to heaven, VoA e
But if Christ, the Mediator; did not slay Satan persorially when
He descended into the grave; the reason, the love, the devotedness
of His life slew him, and slays him everywhere. " If mankind are
to build their faith and their hope of immortality on'tlie fabiic of
the fear instead of the reverence of God, then-let us go back to the
Mosaic dispensation, let us take. the law of Moses, ‘and let.usbe
content with that; but.if instead, we are to have the religion.of

love, let us sift all these probabilities to their very foundation, and:

if Satan be really the mythical character wlich we- have shown
him to be to-night, let it o known, understood, and: teught, so
that the rising generation inay rot fear any other evils than those
that spring up within their own souls. - S

We have said that, according to our view, the parallel between
the mythical Satan and that of “theology 1s perfect and entire;: but
if this parallel were wanting, it seems a singular fact that Chris-
tianity was obliged to wait until the Reformation' for this figure.to
become so apparent; and ‘that Christian countries were obliged to
‘wait for Milpton to enforce the distinctive ‘personality of Satan upon
the minds of the youth of the country before he could take fitting
shape and form to sway and. govern-the world." It isa singular
fact that less was said about Satan in the first ten-hundred years-of
Christianity than has beensaid alone since the Reformation, Tt is

o singular fact that to-day léss and' less is being said about him;

that as a personality you hear little of him, that in doctrinal - ser-
mons he is not referred to, that by common ‘consent. the ‘common
voice of humanity seeks not to recognise the personality of Satan,
but puts him farther away in the form of allegory or some-abstruse
and unkmown manner, and thereby makes of him less and less an
individual. R e

There are only two questions, therefore, for “the human mind to
decide between ; either, that God did-create Satan for the special
and distinctive purpose known to Himself—to tempt man, to be
permitted to tempt him, to-lead him through ‘all the avenues of
vice and crime and sin; for the especial purpose of showing more

fully the specified plan of ‘salvation;:that he has a personal ex- |

istence, sharing the power -of the Infinite, and holding' sway over
humanity to the extent-that: he. claims he-does; or-else Satén
has no personal oxistence! - If the former proposition be true, it is
very evident why God -does not slay him, since- for -the especial
purposes of his creation, Satan is obliged to go ‘on’ tempting and
deluding humanity. If the latter proposition be true, there is
nothing to slay. The: fears, the blindness, the errors of manlkind
are to be met and combated one by one, not in -the form: of a
mythical personage, but in: the form of the actual latw. itself. Ts
there & murder? Then itis:not to be attributed to Satan, but to
the particular law of crime itself; wherein it is possible for: men
to be born with a propensity to kill; " Is there theft abroad-in the
land? Tt is to be the subject of minute moral investigation,
wherein the laws of kleptomania and: stealing are to be made the

subjects of human investigation. = Is there crime of various kinds? [~
Then it is subject also to. distinctive moral law, and wheresoever |-~ . .

a crime is found there ‘it .will be known that some law of man's
moral nature has been violated, just ‘as it is emphatically Imown
that where disease exists, there physical laws have been violated.
'The enlightenment of to-day has gone thus far to build its asylums,
its hospitals, its places of ‘refuge, its wonderful systems of sanitary
measures for the prevention and extinction of disease, Lot us take

the additional step, and the moral one,” Are there those that are
morally blind? Let us go back to the foundation of that crime,
and find out in whose family, in what generation, that particular
moral obliquity originated. - There is'a generie cauge of that crime
somewhere ; and if we ferret out that cause, we find the cure. ~Let
us-have hospitals for the curing of the morally blind ; let us have
asylums for -the  benefit of the morelly deaf and infirm.  Let us
have ‘grand  spiritusl  infirmaries for those who: are not strong
enough to walk the streets alone without: being tempted.” Let us
have grand systems of moral and spiritual instruction, whereby
those thiat are born with naturally weak and frail®dispositions in
any one direction may be strengthened and uplifted.: The time is
rapidly. coming when theologians, instead of the obstruse subjects
that occupy their attention now, will he making inquiries into
these, the necessary subjects of moral investigation, and when
man's spiritual nature will be as much the subject of instrue-
tion and scrutiny as the physical nature and the physical sciences
that - occupy the -world - to-day, and when  primarily it will: be
found “that neither God ‘nor’ Satan-are distinetly or: directly re-
sponsible for the evils that affect’humanity, but that these evils
are the result-of a morbid, moral condition, thelack of knowledge
of moral law, and when that Inowledge comes, the ignorance: and
the crime shall cease, i S

Tf man really believed that Satan himself were primarily respon=
sible for-the ills that afflict. humanity—if murder, and theft, and
rapine, and plunder, were- distinctly traceable to this mythological
personage—then: Christian - government and Christian *civilisation
would' be a farce ;- for here is a-criminal punished for what he is
not - responsible, here is a murderer put-to death in‘the eye. of
the law for that which Satan has performed, and here s a Christian
community combining to' make laws whers God  has-forstalled
them, and made the heing that has caused those evils. We say
this inconsistency could not abide under a Christian government
and in a Christian country. - But when we lose hold of the per-
sonality of Satan, when we are content to leave Satan in the age
of ‘mythological darlmess; or in'the prison where Christ slew him,
or in the depths of that mysterious region whence he came, we
then have the individual himself; the 'mggwidualj humanity only to
deal with ; and we-assure the questioner, and all-interested in this
subject, that the spectacle of God slaying Satan is going on every
day in the world-=that wherever a crime is conquered, wherever a
temptation is resisted, wherever enlightenment takes the place of
ignorance, wherever science in- its legitimate sphere usurps the
place of victory and prejudice, wherever true and spiritual reli-
gion tales hold of the heart. and’ possession of ‘the mind, wher-
ever fervid aspiration for truth rises in the form of prayer,
wherever an-individual assists his-fallen brother; wherever the
word of chaxity. is spolren. to the one that-is' erring,—there is God
vanquishing. Satan. Wherever in your individual - hearts and
minds you gain victory over any selfishness, or: pride; or folly,
wherever the mind of to-day gives place to the enlightenment and
distinctive power of -to-moirow, there will God be wrestling with
Satan. - Nay, briog it home still more., - Wherever a pet foible or
folly lurks within the individual mind, and & petty sense of pride
or vain emotion is found, if they shall be vanquished, there is God
slaying Satan. - Wherever human pride, wherever human_ bigotry
and fear are vanquished by the enlightenment of a broad-humanity,
o system of philosophy that includes all within the scope of
humanity, there- God is busily at work, fighting in the vanguard,
and slaying individually and severally all the evils of humanity.
Science .is ‘the great right arm with-which God- in the nineteenth
-century wipes- out of existence. the petty fables: and: fears of
past. ages ; religion”is the great lLieart and brain of Deity, with
which God . intends—theologians to. the "contrary notwithstand-
ing—effectually  und finally to-slay Satan, in:whatever form he
may abide in the world. Religion—that crowning glory, that
uplifting life,: that exalted’ faith, that ~universal prayer that
rises up: fromn -the great heart .of humanity; and . claims exem

| tion through science, through government, through lknowledge,

through society, through a distinctive. and: specific system of
spiritual- instruction, froni all the evils that the past. has: entailed
upon. the world.; religion, that in its loftiest and noblest: sense
crowns and glorifies. the human ‘soul; placing ‘man side by side
with the angels, anid bathing his brow  in the fervour of heaven]
light.. - Whoso wallis in this  atmosphere is' not  afraid of Satan.
‘Whoso' breathes this life ‘and -hallows his. conduct by it, kmows
that there is no lurking evil hehind his-door; he has been thers ;
he knows that God fills every place of the entire universe, and
God alone ; and that by His love and: His workings, and in' the
manifold ways of an exalted- and. sublime philosophy, a faith that
shall not suffer diminution nor be abated, the world shall be dis-
enthralled, saved utterly and absolutely from the power of Satan.
. The usual invitation to the audience to-put what questions they
might-desire to thé. speaker was not responded to, and another
hymn, “ Part in pesce | is:day before us?” (No.-84, “Spiritual
Lyre,”), having. been ‘sung, M)LS. Tappan - delivered -the following
impromptu poem ‘on #The Angéls at the Sepulchre,” which was
selected in the same way as the subject for address:—
'THE ANGELS AT THE SEPULCHRE. '
By the sepulchre of Christ; the lowly One; ;- .~ E
: Came the women to weep and to pray, "=~ 0
He had gone out from their midst, the glorified One,
. And it was now.the third sad day, - '
“When, lo! by the grave the angels appear, ;
.- Clad in wonderful array. =~ ' e
‘Who had rolled the:stonie from the door of .the tomb?-

B};,_ The angels—none but they.
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By the grave of life, where all men sit
. -And weep, as on that sad day,
Behold an angel unseen hath been there
And rolled the stone away B =
- Of doubt and of fear and of darkened dread, : .
- 'Tho angel of terror, the grief for the dead."

-~ By the graves of the loved whom ye have lost, * o
" That ye mourn with bitter tears, . AR
© -7 "Where ye plant the violets to-bloom
Through all the succeeding yenrs,
-~ 'Behold an angel with magio mien-
-~ Sits there your tears to wait; S
" ~For the stone_ that hath rolled between -
2+ “You and your lost is a gate '
.. Of delight and of rapture, that's open now
“.._All the way to the furthermost space,
Where your lambs are gathered within'the fold,"
"Neath the light of God's shining face. -

Ah ! the Master is buried for more than three days,
~In many a human place, TR
And the. earth is longing to know his ways, -
- And be filled with his loving grace.
»-_Oh! plant the lilies upon'the:grave,
-~ =.2"And water them with your tears, = - "
=", For thet lilies of :life your soul shall save; - = =
" And through all the rolling years 7, i - .o
:'Yeo ghall see that the angels of God with niew love
i+ Btand: for ever beside the tomb ;
-And point to the risen life for above,
:~And illumine the earth from its gloom. - .
- ‘The angel of light and the angel of peace,
2 .-And the-angel that smiles from  God's throne,
= Shall bring to: your spirits-the subtle release,
~"And the Master shall call you his own.’ ‘ ~
A collection was made at the close ‘to defray the expenses of

the services, .

~ CREMATION.
(Subject chosen by the_ audience at t]

.+ in:Brighton, Sunday. evening, October 4th.)

~ Outside of ' the gates of Jerusalom
~~There was a pit in the-olden time— G
' Gehenna—wherein the wicked wete burnt,

» T'heir bodies consumed by the flame, : :

.- And they lived not—none heard of their name.

The
*- 'When the earth with a fearful fire :*
.:Shall-be consumed, when no.earthly home
- Bhall escape, and God’s dreadful ive
Shall kindle the fiame, destroy with the flood

- Of ‘his wrath so'dreadful and dire,

72" The Christian must bury the body, =~
-7 Because at the Judgment-day,
*." 'The forms are to rise and appear again:
. In beautiful angel array:: oo oo
: Bt the fires outside of the.city's gate.
-+ "Are suid for the souls of: men to wait;
- "And ro; instead of ‘thie body’s.control,
- The fire that now burns shall consume thesonl.

he close of Mrs. Tap‘pun's nddfess

grophets of old said the timé nust come

~Porhaps ns-the-ages go round, e
And God's.love through the spirit of .truth
- Comes.again, that the word-of ‘past youth
. And its meaning shall soon be-found, "
~-And its prophecies made more plain;
o0/ And Af it shall be that the spirit of love .
.. Shall finally save all the souls,
-~ Wemay well be content. . "
- That the'bodies sball burn; AP
So:that God’s love the spirit controls. -
<. So let the time come that outside the gates
~-. 2 Of .each city all filth'is consumed
By the fire Promethens.stole once {rom heaven,
.- :So that souls may at lust have resumed
Their perfect and wonted and holier place .
Within God's great temple beneath his kind face.
Mz. CALDWELL gavehis first seance at the Spiritual Institution on Fri-.
day evening. There was a moderate uttendance. ~Some pood tests were
given. The second seance takes place to-night at eight o'clock. - Admis-
sion, 18, each person. - s A e Ly
Muaxeric: Arrraction.—To: the Editor.-=Sir,~An elderly person is
often scenstomed to sit near another thirty. years younger, cnusing much
depression and weakness to nccrue to Lliat one from (it s covsidered)
drawing iipon the magnetic vitality of the ‘younger. Can. any of your
readers sny how this is to “be prevented when obliged to .be near each
otber 2. Would & small magnet on the person of the younger be-of
service ?-—Yours; &o., P. 8. -Beptember 5, 1874, - . . e
Monre Miraciesar  Lournes,—Miracles ~are ‘being - reported  at

Lourde, whioh continues to be thronged with pilgrims. The Gazette |

duMidi states that last week a girl nmed Cavrigrac was cirried to'the
sbrine in a dying'state, but had no sooner touched the holy water than
she rose up perfeotly well. Another girl, who had heen dumb for sevén
years, commenced singing as soon as. she reached the-grotto. - At Mar-
seilles, moreover, the nuns have marched in procession  to an- altar jii
one of the churches, which is dedioated to_ our Lady of Lourdes, to ex-
press their gratitude for the miraculous cure of ‘one-of their number,

who liad suffered for twenty mouths froman ap‘pa.rently ineyrable malady.
—Newspaper paragrapk, ~ R

ANCIENT RECORDS AND MODERN PERVERSIONS.

Those who have had patience. to follow my past ressoning will
have seen that I consider myself as waging war, not against the
Bible, but aiainst some unseen power of mischief that has pressed
that - venerable book into & service the very reverse of that for
which- it was designed, It is so; and I now proceed to drag
to light the two agents, Jew and Gentile, by whom the very

fountain of truth has been converted into deadly poison.

- The first perversion was introduced by that hody of men to
whom the Master said, “ Ye have made the word of God of none
effuct through your traditions ” (Matt. xv. 6). _
This “tradition of the elders” (mapdlosis 7dv wpecBurépuv),
handed down from_the angel Metraton through the seventy elders
to. the later Pharisees, and estesmed by them far beyond the
written word, was the inpiration of the 'Talmud, the omnipresent
oppouent .of Jesus and.the immortal foe to Spiritualism, even up
to-the present: day. ~ The Old Testament never hints at the exist-
ence of a ¢ devil.” " There is- a serpent (wmpn) in Genesis, who
creeps on -his belly and eats dust; an adversary (yoie), Who
was one of the ¢ sons of God;” and & Lucifer, son of the morning,
omblem of ‘the fallen King of Babylon; but no devil. That dis-
agreeable personage; with “Ashtaroth and Moloch, Gabriel and
Uriel, and all the rest of them, saw the light in the later Jewish
writings, and- the Apostles show -in every line how deeply the
rabbinical gloss-had blinded their - understandings, - But they were

"honest men, and all their early training could not lead them wilfully

to misrepresent the facts, so striking ir the early Greek, so perverted

| in-our doubly imperfect: translation—doubly imperfect because the

gross Eastern superstitions, born of the same source as that which
produced the  Arabian Nights,” were to be again distorted by
professors-of & superstition handed down by our Norse forefathers,
and fostered by a king who wrote-# Demonologie,” and sat upon
an English bench (never so. prostituted before) condemning thou-
sands " of innocent men-and women to death for the imaginary
crime of ‘witcheraft. - 'We shudder at those fearful trials now, but
8o thoroughly have the ¢ tradition -of the ‘elders ” and ‘the leaven
of silly. King Jamie sunk into our minds, that when the pure text
in-its original simplicity lies before us, we.scarcely can read it, save
Sthrough a glass, darkly ”—a misty compound of the authorised
version and ‘the-Church Catechism, - =000 0o
-1 dare; not-hope ‘that my weali: voice. can weigh against such
deep-rooted prejudice, when I declare, and challenge proof to the
contrary, that. throughout the Testaments, Old and New, Greek
and Hebrew, the following words never once: occur : devil, angel,
spirit, soul, witch, eternity, hell: ~That our translators have been
justified in rendering' the words as:they have done, in many cases,
I freely admit’; but:I charge them with having made & further and
imost - unwarrantable' use of: that privilege, in’ making that Bible
many of -us love and: reverence so much speak the lying precepts
of a " degrading superstition, and fulminate unrighteous menaces
against those who obey its -own . mandate, plainly expressed and
often reiterated. . - S

- These two falsifiers, the Rabbin and King James, o like in their
useless learning. .and ponderous foolishness, 50 unlike in all else,
have so explained atway and spiritualised the  strong Hebrew lan-
guage, that it is difficult now to recognise. in- the-denunciations of
the major prophets threats and promises adapted. to the circun-
stances -and - limited understanding of an ignorant and semi-bar-
barism.” It ‘would have. been - useless for Isaiah or Ezeliel to talk
to’ their contemporaries the. languagé of that pure: monotheism
which ages of -culture have scarcely made intelligible to ourselves.
To them the unpronouncesblo- i was but the name of their
national god, much superior to Dagon, god of the Philistines, or
Nisrochi, god  of -Assyria, and" jéalous of ‘comparison with them,
but still differing from ‘them:only in degres. 'Eo agod so regarded,
fidelity had to be ensured by complete 1solation in custom, clothing,
food, raiment; and mode -of worship from other nations, and it is

"| from ‘the andates intended and: calculated to ‘produce this effect

that our ignorant forefathers, full ‘of the superstitions of Scythia
and. Scandinavia, ‘producerl the- astounding ‘theology which yet
disgraces-large portions™.of “the Christian church.  The civili-
satioll which,: traceable -in itsadvance.. through the writings
of “the ~later prophets,  reached - its" - highest point under

"the:Roman supremacy, forbade ‘the Jews -any: longer to consider

these beings gods, while a slavish adherence to the ‘letter of the
Scriptures ‘prevented. them regarding them as’ mere- symbolical
representations, and they were, therefore; reduced “to - the subordi-
nate rank of devils, just as”in'a later time the :Churcli of Rome
taught its children to assign the attributes of the habmless god,
Pan, to the prince of ‘darkness, an- eternal protest of bigotry and
superstition against that divine attribute. of ‘man-which sees God
in-Nature—for omnia plena Jovis—the true Pan-theism.

- “If you will permit nig, Sir, I will endeavour in & future paper to
show that Spiritualism, imperfuctly. understood” by the Jewish
Chureli, was systematically taught by Clirist und his apostles, and
formed the very bond of union of the primitive Church.

e iin R D i Aucunrip.

A Woxperivr Trst, =To the Editor ~Sir,——Will ‘you kindly ineert
the following inthe Afrpiva ‘Axp“Divsreix 7. On the 5th of April
last wyself and a. few friends had a sitting with- Mr. Webster, who is
a very:remarkable test medinm. *Zoud” (Mr..Webster's Indian spirit-
guide). told- me ofa ‘brother ‘who is in-Australia, and of whom our
family bas not hieard -for over fourteen years. 'The spirit said be was
living and doing well, also gave an outline of his adventures. -Strangs
to say, father received aletter from him last week whioh fully corrobo-
rated the spirit’s statement,—A Sriryroanist,




OcroBER 16, 1874,

5 20 Pty
R R R PR

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

COMPLIMENTARY BENEFIT SOIREE TO MR, J. J. MORSE
AT THE CO-OPERATIVE INSTITUTE IN HONOUR OF HIS
VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Thursday night was another red-letter night to the cause of Spiritual-
ism in Eng]ami On _entering the ball, we found it a most beautiful:
and convenient place for lectures, ard an edicationnl institute, and the.
friends of Spiritualism would do well to‘make good use of it whon not
required by the Institute. : e

‘Pea was eerved up in the gallery, and thetables showed a_sample of
the good things of the material life, and the ‘smiles of  Mra, Maltby, as

.she received the various and numerous visitors on entering: meking -all

feel athome at once, Wewerearmod with the authority and cards of the
Spiritual and other Institutions, but thought we- could hear, see,and
learn more if we paid our money and: kept our cards in our pocket.
‘When tea was over, many friendly groups were formed in- the body- of
the hall. The platform was-beautitully decorated by choice plants and
Nlowers, and did grent credit to tlie decorators, .~ . R

Mr. Thomas Everitt took the' chair; on his right was Dr. Sexlon,
M.A,, LLD, &e., &o.; on his left ‘was Mr. J.J. Morse, the compli-
wentary guest, “We also noticed - many of the -prominent Spiritunlists.
The body of the ball ‘displayed a most highly-respectable and - intelli-
gent company. The programmeof the evening was well selected, the
music béing good and- appropriate, the Misses: Maltby opening :the.
musical part with the beautiful -overture, “ Le Cheval de Bronze,” fol-
lowed by & song from Mr. Claxton, after which Mdme, Schneegans gave
“When the Elves of Morn do Pass,” for which- she received a very
hearty encore. Master Smith, a sweot-faced -youth, then gaveus-the
«Blue Bells of Scotland” on the violin with variations, and’ piano ao-
companiment, S S LU e

The speaking wos equally pleasing. . The chairman read a pre-
pared speeoh, giving - the “history of tho" movement, showing God's
power, and the littleness of man’in trying. to. siop or: hold ‘buck the
cause of truth. ~ This: was Mr. Morse's fifth- annual - 8oirée. -~ He
had heen & most willing instrument of -the. spirits, and bad suf-
fered many privations-and ‘gone’ through many diffieulties. -~ He
was first brought out at Mr, Burnd's; ‘who reported tho beautiful
utterances of his ‘guides “in-'the MEeoroy,: -His first - engagemeit
with Mr. ‘Burns was -15s. per -week,* - which - he ‘held: -up' to
1872, in which yenr the Liverpool Society engaged: him, {rom which
time his worldly prosperity bad. gradually improved. In 1872 he got
£88; in 1873 £150; and up to. this date, 1874, he had received -£108,
and conoluded by wishing every success and kind- greeting to. Mr.
Morso, and that theangel-world would attend him in_his: new nnder-
taking. : : : : N NP
Dr%{Sexton was thenextspeaker,and wasreceived by many rounds of wel-
como, He, Dr, Sexton; had just returned from Scotland in orderto be pre-
sent at the soirée. Hoknew they would excuse Liimn making a long specch,
for alter seeing such-a-beautiful musical ‘medinmistic programmo”he
felt that it would be a great reliof'to him 'if Le-had u good; kind spivit
to put the thoughts into-his head of what ‘he should-'say. If he gpoke
to them of philosopby; they know as much as he:did. Ifhespoke of
tbe moral question of “Spiritualism, they knew also of that; and if he
spoke of the progress of ‘the ‘cause, they wers well'uip in that, “Then
there was Professor Tyndall's address; why everybody Inew of that. . He
had been in the far north amongst the pitmen. : They, too, keew of
Professor Tyndall's address, and- would -have him talk -about it. - He
could with pleasure tell‘them  of the progress of ‘the north, where he
had in former tiines, when: amongst the secular. body,: bad his largest
audiences, He found thet now Spiritualisin was at the top of all. Mr,
@. J. Holyonke was speaking the sume-night in"a sunll room. -~ He (thoe
Dootor) had one of the largest halls, full ‘to overflowing.  "*One of my

* old secular friends,” said the Doctor,  bas ‘been brongh® over to Spiri-’

tualism, and has nearly brought over the whole ‘of the secular-party.”
‘Wherever the Doctor went he fonnd' that Mr. Morse had -prepared
the way, and had done much good. - His zeal had been-untiring, and be
had come to that meesing for the sole" purpose of showing his approba-
tion; and he offerod Mr, Morse the right-hand. of fellowship, ‘and his
most cordial grecting. - At the conclusion of the-address tho audience
cheered most entbusiastically, - o e e . ‘
Mrs. C. L. V. Tappan was now. led upon the platform by Mr. Morse,
and here, a8 elsewhore, it was plain‘she wis n great favourite.  Sho'said
it was like two occasions welded: into one, both worlds taking part in
the rejoicing over advancement gained, It was a great pleasurs, a3 well
a8 a duty, to encourage nediums, who require all: our-sympathy.” We
should ever remember that the two worlds aro - united by tho-medium,
We might as well expect a telegraph without a wire.as o message with-
out & medium, and the greatest help, after. the ‘wants of tue body had
been attended to, was sympathy.. Cut off this,"and you cut off -the
greatest help you can give to thv ‘medium: - Tho voice' of both worlds
were heard to-night. It has been snid that ‘America. sent. Spiritualism
to England. It was called a Yankee notion, but it must now be known
that it was pretty equally shared. . Lnst year England sent over ono-of
her best representatives in Gerald Massey. ‘This year she sends nnother.
Then, again, America -was more noted {or her phenomenal Spiritualism,

and Eogland for the scientific ‘and * philosopbic.. Long lists of great |.

names can now be written, who have 'made rapid strides.. With us.to-
night we had Doctor -Sexton, and " al}l togother ‘was binding. the two
worlds in one. -'We would say, then; give the mediums nll the'love.you
can; send them your beartfolt and kind greeting, as-shsll be sufficient
for the purpose, . The Awmerioans are always ready to receive u stranger,
ever welcorie with mind and heart. Bear in mind also the nnturo_of

the peculiar subject, and the extraordinary support * your cause requires-

to overcome the vast theological and sectarian differonces, so that Spiri.
tualists can ill afford to quarret among themselves. They can ill afford
to bo split up into sections, for above all classes: of mind the Spiritualist
ougbt to be the first to shrink from anything which: has ‘a tendency to
divide man from: his brother,  Knowing, as’he must, that his futave
happiness will depend apon his life here, and- that ‘the humwan ‘mind is

* Mr. Burns never < engaged ” Mr. Morsc in. o mediumistic capacity. - Mr.
Morse reaped the foll-benehit of his seances, with the exception of a small allow-
ance for the room, which. was not exacted on. all’ aceasions. - Mr. -Morsc wasg
ongaged simply asa shopman, and his extremely delicato health: turing & great
portion: of that time caused him to- be-often. absent, from business, which the
elastic arrangements permitted by Mr. Burns made possible,~Ed, M; -

varied as humanity, Spirituslists can ill-afford to pass away the time in
bickering.” “We pray that the serpent shall be putibeneath’ the soil and
buried, “Bach medium serves the purpose for which they are called,
and all individual .gifts must do all, everything, to serve the truth.
Everyone is chosen to fulfll his or her mission, though there be no
smile, only that of the angels. If our brother's gifts had been one
thousand-fold less he would equally have deserved the reward, for the
angels have done all, without money and without price. We bid him
Grod-speed, and that he may have strength to withstand all the buffetings
which may be-against him.”  Mrs, Tappan retired amidat the plaudits
of the meeting. o : RN
The chairman now came forward to. perform a very ploasing duty,

which was to present Mr. Morse & beautiful purse, containing £16,
the surplus ofthe evening's entertainment. Mr. Morse received the gift
with  mueh - emotionand: thankfulness. 'He' read his remarks on the
past, present, and future, which were well received, patticularly the part
whoro he staled' he had beon ncoused of trying to swim in two: boats,
and thus serve two parties. He beautifully siated that he had no party.
The truth-alone was his mastsr, and to serve the_ truth he would endea-.
your to swim in all the boats, however numerous.’ = = REEER

. Mr. Shorter pould do no more than repeat the sentiments whioh had been
well gnid: by the previous speakers, - He could most heartily join in the
kindest greeting and good wishes to Mr. Morse, und coneluded his well
chosen remarks by repeating & poem on the * World of Soul.” .
~“The guides: of Mr.~Morse  then spoke through him, thanking the
friends for the support which they hzuf 80 liberally given'their medium.
Mrs, Maltby they porticularly desired to thank, as her kindlsbours
had been-great and  arduous, - They soncluded by thanking all, stating
that they too were only the servants of higher powers than their own,
and. that in_spirit-life there was 1o farowoell, but. one continued life of
progress. Pl ) - : - :

- Being a stranger wo entered into intercourse with the various groups in
converse sweet, and found the greatest harmony. Mrs; Maltby was inde-
fatigable in her labours to make all feel at home, * The convereation of
the various. groups turned upon the need of. something’ being done to
bring about ‘a “better undorstanding, and more united-lsbour amongst
oll- connected ‘with the' cause. ‘One - gentleman: we  heard say, had
como'.to tho- conolusion that he would ‘not support sny speaker; paper,
or writer which used personalities, -and that all papers containing such
should e placed: in the “hurning. flery furnace,” whioh: he-thought
would prevent thein doing more misehief.(*) - All felt, as the guides of
Mre: Tappon -had said; thot it was:time “for the ‘hatebet to bs buried,
never to-be dug ‘up: agait. ' Hlse what is . the ‘use of our: boasted
superiority over the sects, - That this may. be the:cnse is the prayer of
your: representative and correspondent. - < S

{We venlure to submit to this unknown censor that he had batter ro-

frain from making personal allusions if “he'intends to.influence others in
the direction'which his words im ply but which hisact denies.” Example is
botter thun precept.: Qhe remark to whioh this note(*) is appended is a
personal attacl: upon- every paper which s attashed.to ‘this movement,
uwnd however mteh others may deserve censire, we fling the hated im-
putation’ back into.the mouth-or tnouths: fron: which they cnime, be they
nover: 80 -many. " In-our‘journslistic .labours we opine that we. have
simply done our. duty; however distastelul it may hiave been to. our-
gelves. 'We have formed no:fagtions, nor can we put an end to factions
by plaging ‘our neck “under the heel of- faction-formers.: 'An honest,
truth-lesring worker in God's vineyard cares.as little for ¢ fuctions” und
“latehets " ug hedoes for-tho strutting “ support” of ‘the purse-proud.
It 'wenre to bave:* hintchels ™ at all; let: us- bavo them in‘the hands of
foemen, with all-of whom we dare'to desl; but the boldest warrior may
bewounded by an edge-tool bid in the dark amidst the rubbish over which
he treads in his'onward course~—Bp, M.] .- : R

- EXTRAORDINARY SEANCES AT PLYMOUTH, &c.

- To'the Editor,—Dear Sir,—The Rev..Dr. Monck has been amnong us
‘for ten:days ‘holding light seances, &c. On Sunday-evening week: be
gave us un.inspirational discourse, which was characterised by great
logical power, breadth of kuowledge, and" beaity of language.  We
wereall charmed; and there was but one wisb, viz., that the lecture bad
been a8 long again as it wus. - But Dr. Monek, before being controlled,
had requested e to-ask his guides to conclude. after they had ocoupied
o stated - tiine, as they.frequently. go on alking for tbree hours at o
stretch; which greatly fatigues their medium. =~ :

Dr. Mongk began to speak the moment. the sudience. had' chosen bis
subject, which wag, * 'be Nuture and Powers of the Spirit-body; and the
effect produced -on it by death taking place in-infunoy, old:age, and
‘throughi disease,” &e., &e. “After "this control:we held a seance by gas-
light.~~Soon we beard loud raps on' the 'table, which were given under
the hande'of people desiring that test; und in exact imitation' of the raps

- given by onch:eitter with his or her “knuckles. " Several striking comn-

‘munications, supplying most satisfactory tests, were given_through the
raps. - The room began- next to. shake. very considerably, and the win-

“dows-of the hiouse rattled with much violence ; ‘in fact; the whole edifica

-wng shaken as if by a-young earthquake. - This phenomenon being some-
‘what ularming:to the ladies, and producing the precise symptoms-of sea-
gickness, it was stopped by our invisible friends at our request. - Before
doing o, however, we asked them, as a test, to shake the place poworfully
several timos, giving-on"each uceasion the number “of distinot shakes
named by-us, whichi tbey- did with surprising” precision. - - Dr. Monek
saw-several spirite; and - described them so accurately that we were able
to identify them. . One in particular, standing by my wife, he:described
g0 clearly, that she at ‘once recognised hier departed mother, A mate-
rialised hund was seent soveral times to come out from under the tuble,
towards the top, pushing and grasping the cloth as it came forward. All
this, Mr. Editor, was witnessed in.bright gaslight, in a room which the
medium had not previously entered. Several unmistakable spirit-touches
werealso felt: . 2 By [

- Dr. Monck was now ontranced, and in this state he gave us some per-
feotly marvellous tests,.. He desoribed ‘a spirit whom he deolared to be
the wife ol a leading and highly-respectable:inhabitant: of Plymouth,
who was present, and who recognised ﬁer instantly, by the name and de-
scription given.  He then described-and’ gave the names of the father,
mothor, grandmother, three aunts, first wife, and three children of this
gentleman. . The late wife asked, “ I3"old Lee still sexton of Ashburton
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