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Th# choir was occupied by Mr. Jov, who. after tlio Hinging of 
the opening hymn (No. 70 in I In- “ Spiritual Lyro"), rend Iho lesson 
of the evening, Homans viii. IS, mill following verses. Mrs. Tuppun 
then rose ami gave the following invoeation :

Infinite Spirit! Thou Life ami L ight! Thou 1 >ivino liono- 
tirrnro ! Thou perfect Soul! Our bather ami our Mother (loci! 
whose spirit tilleth creation, whoso life is within us, whoso love 
.[iretidi'th out, tilling all the universe with beauty and with har 
mony, We aspire to Thee ; we praise Thee with the many 
hAgues of our thoughts, with the manifold rejoicings of our spirits, 
with the litterings of pence and the aspirat ion of our eternal lives. 
We know that the universe praises Thee; that the earth teems 
with loveliness, the outworking of Thy laws; that all I ho starry 
lirtuftinent is filled with the glorious harmony of Thy divine pur 
poses. We know that man himself is of Time, immorta l ; that, the 
sold, however immured in darkness, is destined to roach the herit 
age of infinite life. We do not despair, therefore; wo hone ever 
in the progression of Thy life and love, through truth, through 
knowledge, through gracious deeds, through kindly aspirations, 
through eternal progression, to lind more and more loveliness as wo 
advance nearer and nearer to Then. We know that Thou art within 
and around us ; we know that every spark of life is fraught with Thy 
breath; we know that each atom is enkindled with loveliness, re 
sponsive to Thy being, and that when a. thought abides within the 
soul of man, Thy mind bath not failed to know it. O Thou 
supreme and perfect Power! The soul that is like to Then longs 
to behold Thee. W e would see more of Thy infinite beau ty ; we 
would see more and more of the loveliness of Thy nature, that 
works in atoms, in leaf and tree and flowers, in worlds and stars 
and suns, and in the hearts of men and angels. L eins behold 
Thine image in every human form ! Let us see wherein Thou 
hast placed the germs of immortality within all the lowliest of 
‘•.trth s children, with their deep vales of sallering, with their dis 
grace and sin, through the many years of life. They at lust clasp 
hands with the angels and are gathered to Thee in love. Devious 
and winding as are our pathways, we look upward in hope and 
trust to Thee. Manifold as are the miseries of lifo, wo know that 
life itself brings possibilities of redemption redemption through 
knowledge, through truth, through love -from the thraldom of 
the earthly senses. O Thou living S p ir it! () Thou steadfast Flame !
L Thou abiding Light, shining in the midst of change and death, 
we strive ever more and more to bo one with Thee, and would 
praise Thee even with the innumerable hosts of angels that sing 
for over Thy praises in deeds mid words of loveliness, A men !

Ttiio How.: o k  Tim Wotti.n.
The olio hope that fills humanity, lifts the burden of cure, makes 

lighter the weight of sorrow, and releases the earlh utterly from 
llif thraldom of darkness and of corruption, is the fad. that, within 
the spirit is something beyond the day  that eneases it. Were, if, 
not so there could be no method within the universe of working 
out a higher and loftier purpose than that which possesses man 
kind to-dav. All nature possesses the power of self-renovation. 
The redemption of the earth materially is within the material 
functions of the eavth ; and each atom in its innate sphere1 aspires to 
become the highest. atom in the universe. lienee from the .'land- 
point of sense, there is no possibility of advancement for any mate 
rial particle of nature nave to go on for ever struggling through 
the various chunges of life and death to reach the ultimate and 
perfect goal.

AY I, IH 7d. ( D o u h i .k  HiiKKr l'iu< i: I 'd .

T he desert places of the earlh lire destined to ho redeemed by 
tlio g lorious m edium , in o f  nature's renovation. The wilderm •.< ••!  
the world are destined to he made available for the habitation I 
advanced and perfect races, ol m en. I ho world, y e t  in its inhtuey, 
is si ill many thousands o f  ages old since its inn  pi ion, and the eyed* < 
o f  every atom  could not he counted by any : y -.1 cut ol m atbeiuatic.i. 
H ow b eit t tii'.ii, if the earth it. e lf  no Work the renovating powei.: 
o f life, if  from llie  decaying form of lmel age there spring up tb« 
glorious fabrics o f  new  fields and forest , ii from the form . Unit 
have heroine lifeless nat ure again recalls beauteous imag' , an d he 
ever upon the lied o f  decaying  beauty revive the germ s ol life  
anew , w h a t shall wo say o f  man P Stupendous in the m ajesty of 
in te llect and pow er, w alk ing abroad in the p ie cuce ol d od  and the 
universe, a like from the Htarry heaven and from the earth beneath 
g lean in g  the w onders oi seienl.ifie lore, and y e t w ithout the one 
hope th at wo have named a void and voicele-r im age, the 
painted sepulchre o f  life, having noth ing hut disappointm ent in 
store. The schem e of human salvation and lit'-, redemption cannot 
hnvo conniieiiee.d w ith  mull. I he pow er that lias made life redeem  
able and perfect able in external nature has made it al-o redeemable 
and perfect able in human nature; and that w hich man foreshadow  
for tile  future o f  h im self is a prophecy to  every soul that live . It 
it ho not so, then  it is not tho destiny o f  any human soul, I f  f>r 
mankind there he hut the endless repetition ol birth and siillering,a  
m easure o f  happiness and d ea th ; il lor nations there he hut the 
endless repetition  o f  beginning and governm ent, o f  power, ol 
prosperity, o f corruption, of warfare, ol death, w hy then the w hole  
schem e tlial. em bodies w ith in  itse lf  the w orlds and starry firma- 
m ent is a g igan tic  failure.

T he one hope that uplifts mankind from the thraldom  o f  tlio 
senses, that m akes death for a ll hut a lig h t and transient 
change, that releases you from the burthen o f toll, that 
elevates von from the despondency 'd m at'rial circiim -tain . 11
that I lie ..p iril i .g rea ter  than the lie h that eiirn-i it, that th> 
mind i. loftier limn the label-uncle I hat it inhabit-, and is, w ith its 
many w ants and w ith  its innnv aspirations, undying and pci fr it ,
th at'ah u ll liim llv work ...........n't ire and perfect renovation o f the
spirit itself. T liis individual hope, th is perpetual longing, this 
e \ i l ia  sting  aspiration, uplift.' and saves you utterly. I'"r what, 
w ith  the great sea. o f  degradation all around yon, w ith  the w h ir l 
pool o f hum anity in w h ie l.......... inline there seem s scarce u w ave
o f th is d iv ine ligh t, that those interw oven conditions ol man were  
for ever lending dow nw ards and dow nw ards and downwards instead  
o f upwards and upwards, hut for th is spirit that so prompts and 
uplift.** him . Xml w lin i it isw *  hm»vvn mid whim Ihi.s !>•*(*• mir i 
(lie ill l-perv adiug and perfect faith ill the w orld; vv lieu it i j taught 
in the sch oo ls; vvlu-n it is made the power mid purpose w ith  w hich  
infant lip : lire! learn to lisp their first word ; w hen m ankind shall 
believe that nothing has been created that does not pu -, .. innately,
absolutely, and by d iv ine right the power o f  sell-perfect ion and 
self-renovation  ; ’when th is is taught, the hope that m ankind has 
long  form ed, panted for, mid the hardened have leveu led  to them , 
w ill have met its full fruition. There is no more degrading thought 
w ithin  the m ind of man than thill death, drearv and voiceless, .its  
by the ga tew ays of life robbing hum anity of every hope. There is 
no more abject degradation than that I ear w h ich  is in the world 
alike o f  physical and 1 piriluul death. I here is no slavery so dread 
and entire as that luvery o f  the m ind th at tethers and fe llers the 
im agination to the narrow lim its o f the house o f  fear. 1‘ule, and 
grim , mid terrible, beside the open doorw ay o f  life, the hideous 
im age of death Jills haunted mankind throng'll tlm ages. I’ale, mill 
grim , and terrible, the iiu ageu f sp iritual death Inis hiouited m ankind  
at t i c  very portals o f  (he gatew ay o f life and hope. Iteiuove th is
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• . . t. that vo . ' h 1 . not wetthy of imuiovtal existence, sinee 
no at m of u too . is 1. st. o.o.d every precious ttbre, and every spark 
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ing milli ns . ft to perish, when not a Made of grass is lost; 
when not a h f dew but is . . ;o:h.i. I and vostov. d; when
no; no atom e'-.r bursts its b tt.rs. o.o. i iMopes into a vapour, but 
it ... in is r. o. ’ _■ th. oil-. ■;;! o. ol _ o.roo.s of uatutYr '

0. th.no ti.........  _..... . intellect overlook the fact that one
# • is erre-ater tinui all worlds, that one immortality, that one 
; -.la_- etui owed with aspiration, one babe with the stamp of eternal 
life upon i:> dice, is o.. o.tet than suns' systems and all rolling 
wo;Ids. e.tus ■ it has the p ssibility ef all that greatness that the 
highest mind has received. There nev er was prophet, seer, or 
sage ; there never was poet, painter, er sculptor ; there never was 
a ivanoed .enius with ttatue of inspiration touching lip and brow 
and hand, that did not represent tho possibility of man. There 
never was inspired writer breathing the power of the spirit, or 
spenkt r teaching words of eloquence and truth, that did not picture 
th v. ssibility , f man. There never was Saviour loving mankind 
utterly and absolutely, that did not. with his great, overflowing 
heart, breathe tne possibility of humanity in the very words, deeds, 
attd taongnts of Ins life. Within this great heart, this pulsating, 
throb; :r:g soul. that, like the soul of the sea, moves with one 
power, that, like the sea, has one sound—within this heart 
of humanity there :s an abiding and perpetual response that 
not only is known here, but is known through every sphere and 
ev ery circle of immortal being, vibrating like the sound of the sea. 
sliding like the tides of the sea, reaching up like the waves of the

AN1> D A V B R K A K . M a y  l ,  is : .} .

. . v . - v.e. white e.eav.' : t ' ver aspiri'e.g

Wo iU tvMh ' rhiid : ■ on, n.;\\ v>n. hvo on ; \ ou will ;»•
Kin. a w oman. Wo S;\V to >Ou!s in tho r
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mm is and b win>s; tlrovv on, Ioil on. struc^Io vut • tor n ' ;v,
so hi o in h v •on, no archangel1 >ir.;;s suoh hvuius of re icing, that
\ v, ; ; n cae ib.iv beeome as one m tlu'se. l.verv seiri; i ■.

,.\ ; every mind has this power in embrvo ; ev’erv -. 
has '.'.as li.voe. or there is no hoiv for any living >oul: and 
brine Tne hope of mankind, this being tho abiding faith and the 
ivvfre: life, how trivial and simple become the beantv.the er.iev 
, . ;ia;e! How transient ...id feeble and fain: the splendours arj 
greatness of the world! Mow utterly insignitieant that which 
i...a call fame and the baubles of human history ! If within ;ki 
spirit every >tep of progress is marked, not by seeming, but lv 
ivv,7:\ . no: bv eatvvard conquest, but by inward victory : :v: 1\ 
d-.-pkiv and grandeur of the >en.-es. but by humility and iuerkr,;.4 
of the spirit ; not bv all that can allure the eye and attract the 
s. :•>.■. but bv that which can help the soul, how imuioae.ir.u'v 
s i.a'.’, become those things that men strive and struggle for h»n>, 
forgetting- the inward graces and the perfeetion of the soul that 
shall make them one through the course of all ages. 1'he aspira 
tion that humanity must have is that which shall reveal tues: 
clearlv and distinctly the various stages ot that spiritual preerras 
beginning with the alphabet, with the raised letters, tfr.erd 1 te 
aid the blinded soul: beginning with sights and sounds, and frag 
ments ef learning, and whispered messages, and dreatus e: ..
and thoughts of immortal life ; beginning with the stter.g fer.r.fs- 
tion to secure an absolute knowledge of th.o sou. i:>e;t. lit- 
givatest of all things is this, because the soul alone 7 imports!::’, tv. 
greater than the abodes von inhabit, lor you know mat they tat:;; 
pass a wav : greater than the temples and houses y on build, fee y ... 
know that these also must crumble : greater than the r.air.e ye.: 
fain would build up and leave behind you as an inheritance. . 
that also must be obliterated by the hand of time ; greater t.v.r. ail 
living things is perfret thought, for it abides for ever witea tires 
shall have stolen awav the grace of youth, when every here :v.t 
ambition of earthly life fades, when that fame that you strive ter 
becomes bitterness upon your lips, and the laurel wreath is ptetv-..: 
with thorns—that one thought that is perfect lives, is perpetual, 
undying, and forms the tirst germ in the living wreath of imntetti 
life that decks your spirit-brow.

One perfect truth is of move value than ail the gents e: car:'-, 
for it glitters in the coronet of spiritual life: it is made cue with 
your being: it is of yourself; it is absolutely undying. One abs> 
lute and imdying love, a love like that which binds yen to th# 
future of humanity, to one another, is more lasting than all : e 
forms of government, than all laws that man has made, than s.l 
subtle forces that bind society together, because it is of he an m. 
The Master taught this. He lived its life, lie perfected its iiec.ls. 
lie became as one with the spirit of life and love, and the heritage 
that he leaves is lor you to follow. Re hold with what quick i 
footsteps and brightening eyes go your children to the tiele.s te 
gather flowers 1 Rehold how the sights and sounds of spring tire.:' 
abbot vour sense 1 Behold how nature, with her primal loveliness, 
renews the earth each glad spring with rejoicings 1 So does tire 
soul hasten with glad footsteps, with songs of rejoicing, towards the 
bolds of life and knowledge. So do you, as eager children, mi.sure 
and panting for the fountains of spiritual life, hasten with yen:- 
teachers to receive that life. The world is now hungering ml 
thirsting for spiritual knowledge. The fountains are opened; the 
tields of immortality are spread out before you; the waving grass, 
the blooming flowers, the trees of life hang laden with blessetv.s. 
You can gather them ; no one shall stay your feet; no one bid vet; 
pause: nothing to fear—nothing of paltry fear; for behold the 
spirit of man is strong. Faith and Hope and ’Love work greates: 
wonders: and the spiritual life is to-dav all around you. and the 
spiritual force is to-day acting in your very midst a liv ing and perfect 
renovation of the soul: the spring-time of humanity comes. I'm 
day-dawn, the power of life that conquers death, the power ef the 
spirit that overcomes fear is with you. and you can partake ef its 
bounties. All those souls that have gone out from vour midst, 
each dear and loving friend, are kind and loving still. ’ Faeli chill 
gat noted to the bowers ot heaven, each friend too early depattot 
whom you mourn as dead—these with living and perfeet’love, with 
continued and absolute lite. with constant and untiring cate, w,:ti 
perpetual and unceasing ortovi, are pouring out upon vour world 
the truths of their spiritual life.

O blind world, that will not see when the sun shines! Peat' 
world, that will not hear when the birds are carolling and the 
angels are singing! Stupid world, that will bear the'lead, an! 
fetters of its material life, when the soul could have wings to 
mount beyond death . 0. that kingdom of heaven that Christ fore 
told as being within you, vyas not spoken of in vain; for gradiwlb. 
despite the materiality of earth—despite the living fovnv that 
weigh down the senses, and depress mankind—tho world is grow 
ing better; the thoughts of man are growing greater: che nations 
of the earth are being bound together by ties that are more near to 
endearment: and eaeli living soul has a higher thought, and a 
loftier aspiration. The wonder is. not that the world, as a whole, 
is so spiritually blind, but that any have sight, seeing that tho 
spiritual gateways have boou closed, and the avenues ot aspiration 
so little open to our senses, juimure your bodies in too'.os and 
dungeons—place yourselves in sepulchres—and you will i ot beheld
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the sunlight. So, spiritually, have you been t. thcrod and bound, 
so encased and shut out from the life of I ho spirit; to have your 
-ouls boon blinded by external knowledge.

But the .spirit, the soul of life, is now 'working in your midst. 
The renewal of its growth, the upbringing of the plants that 
blossom by the margin of the river of life, and the angels of ( iod’s 
love, beckon to you across the dull stream of time from tl.eir abodes 
that are liu-bionod of perfection and of progro- . TTmv b e c k o n  to 
you with the white hands of their immortal life, throwing you 1 lit; 
(lowers of hope and of immortality, and asking you that > van upon 
earth these flowers shall blossom, and shall be made the heritage 
of man; asking you to plant them by tho wayside, that they • ball 
-row in your midst, lightening your cares, decorating your hone- , 
dwelling by your firesides, making you one with them,‘and binding 
your own souls to the infinite soul of the living flod.

The spirit-world are doing this with you. Hut they tire doing 
greater things than this. Every soul is treading steadfastly, con 
stantly, the pathway of individual progress and growth. The field 
ofwaviug grain does not strive more to reach the perfection of the 
golden harvest than does every spirit strive, beneath the light of 
God’s infinite love, to reach the haven of perfect knowledge. Tlie 
-pirit-world, we say, are showering blessings and flowers upon you. 
But they are doing more than this ; they are reaching’with uplifted 
hands oven to the higher spheres, where angels dwell, that have no 
voice in common with humanity; whose speech is not the speech of 
mortals: whose thoughts so far transcend yours that, were one in 
your midst, it would be like a blazing orb of fire, transcendent in 
its loveliness. These spirits are reaching to those higher regions, 
seeking light, gaining strength, adding new knowledge to that 
which they possessed before, until, grown strong in knowledge, 
.-rest in perfection, and lofty in love, they dare breathe to you, 
across the river of death, of the progression of immortal life; until 
they dare say that it is death and error and fear that enthral the 
world; until they dare say that your ignorance makes you afraid, 
.ad that the pure air and the blessed sunlight of the soul are shut 
out from the world, because of this fear. We say the spirit-world 
and your world are one. You drink in its breath : you are alive 
with its life; they are as near to you as your own thoughts. They 
.peak to you with voices of harmony that uplift you in the hour of 
despondency; they speak to you of higher and higher things; they 
breathe out the inspiration that through your prayer points unto 
God: and this winced thought, this sublime and perfect gift, this 
absolute immortality of man, strengthens, uplifts, and exalts the 
world, even though the world is unaware of it.

Beside the very threshold of your material abodes sits the angel 
of life, who has chased away death. In the very haunts of sin and 
shame is the angel of mercy and peace. He has frightened away 
fear, and in the very heart of the hardened man is the redeeming 
acvel. He will disenthral him from his bonds. We dare say that 
the world is better than it seems : that every heart is greater than 
the deeds of the daily life of the intellect: and that the redeeming 
power of the spirit of man, wrestling with matter, shall finally 
vanquish these tethers and chains that hind him. We dare say 
that crime and sin and misery are only temporary conditions of the 
world. We dare say that as you outgrow the imperfections of 
your bodily conditions, even more than this shall you outgrow the 
imperfections of mind. We dare say that as the race advances, as 
the earth becomes greater, as the atmosphere becomes purer and 
lighter, and as the nations of the earth are freed from those ex 
tremes of slavery and of grandeur that now oppress them, so shall 
the souls of men all he leavened by the power of this spirit that 
works in and through them, and mankind as a mass he brought 
richer and higher up to the standard of spiritual perfection.

We dare say that the time shall come when the love that was 
taught and the love that is uow aspired to by those who believe in 
Truths' teachings shall become not only the theory of life, but its 
r ractice and its redemption: that prisons shall no longer incar 
cerate the bodies of men, while other prisons incarcerate their 
-ouk: that there shall not be side by side the hovel and the 
palace: that some shall not toil and drudge for bread while others 
idle in luxury. These are the imperfect states of the fettered 
world : but the spirit is greater than this. Mankind has vanquished 
•lavery in many countries, and among many peoples. T he slavery 
■f the body is far less than that of the. mind. Knowledge, pro 
gress, enlightenment, inventions, have vanquished many of the 
•liveries of labour. Ignorance yields no more readily to knowledge 
than if. rise rv of the spirit ■'kid to the all-encroaching and 
all-conquering power of spiritual life. Slowly and by degr-you 
are melting away the letters that have bound you in the past ; 
slowly and bv degrees from out the prisons and from out the 
ehamel-houses of fear aud shame will you all wall: at last: slowly 
and bv degrees, by those who have taught and still teach in- 
-pirarion and prophecy and hope, man will be redoeun d and di — 
enthralled ; will, standing upon tho mountain-tops of the earth, 
behold the vernal valleys of the nations and see no p! ce that is 
not tilled with loveliness and peace. All houses shall ■ alorned 
with beauty and with sweet sounds and with lovely forms. A our 
children shall no longer groan in the streets and cry for bread; 
but, everywhere the bounty of liumau law and human love shall 
prevail.

We have said there .shall he no orphans upon earth ; there are 
no orphans in heaven. God’s love, the angel ministers of his care, 
proride for all souls. Mankind shall emulate their example, and 
every little waif that comes into the world shall find the heart of 
a father and mother to welcome it into human society. Mankind 
shall be the great parent of all souls, and there shall never wander 
houseless and homeless one single soul. "Who is it that now shuts

tlm door again.-'I. the waud -rer? What is it that now (ills the 
si ivety with liono’l* while ol lu i• • have a bottle p It i.- only i bat the 
litv.. and custom- of the world have .-o encased each inoiviflnal in 
the material bond- ol elli-lme that be i > , nr, ,i for all tho/- • 
children Unit are out nde the gate.-.

Jfit) knowledge and low and j.eatv shall ont'-r in, when 
there . ball b law- perfect and equitable, will'll there shall 
In- knowledge taught to every living’ hej/ig; when each child 
that cone-, into tlie world i welcome and riot abhorred : 
when every spirit i - con-ideied a , a child of God : when Immunity 
have no T  ot. ones, but all are I• -i-1, because the', wear the image 
of God’s likeness; when every torn is. as dear to rim heart of 
humanity a any -onl, I In n will llii day-dawn come. Then will 
tin -e. greater approaching day of earthly existence, of perfection, 
and of peace foretell the future that is prophesied. Then will you 
grasp the hands of the angel-world. Then will you strive and 
struggle for the Iiighe.it and t.lie greatest that is; within. Then 
will you see that the soul in its majesty and strength can ri,-e 
superior to time, and .-pace, and death, and ignorance, and suffering, 
and pain. Free, di-entbrailed, vanquished,"you will stand each in 
the strength of your own might, and the love of God’s spirit will 
encircle all.

The exercises of the evening were brought to a do- • with tb- 
following poem :—

A SONG OF LIFE.
We would weave you a song of life—

Of the life that the atom knows 
When it bursts f rom its prison cell,

And first in the sunlight g low s;
How it strives through the brightening space 

To reach that far-glittering orb,
\ \  here the light of trie sun’s bright face 

.Shall for ever its glories absorb.

W e would sing you a song of life—
Of the life that the flower knows 

W hen it bursts from the bonds of the earth.
And its beautiful petals unclose 

To the light o f the living eye
Of the sun, whose fair orb doth shine 

Like an eye of God’s love t.he while,
A  rapture all-perfect, divine.

We would sing you a song of life—
Of the life that the planet knows 

W hen it wheels and dances through spa;*,
And its fire all scintillant glows.

O, how the rare light doth gleam !
O, how I he planets shine!

For behold the life that i3 theirs 
Is the life of God’s love divine.

W e would sing you a song of life—
Of the life that the spirit knows 

W hen it bursts the bonds of sense,
And all its being grows 

Glad and strong and pure
In the light of God’s recompense.

O, how its thoughts unfold
Like a perfect star, like a rose !

IIow it treads those streets o f gold !—
The gold of the planet spheres.

That is mellowed and merged in God,
As they roll, the endless years.

W e would sing you a song of the life 
That the soul shall ever feel 

When the spirits all freed from strife,
Afarch up and in silence kneel 

In the vast deep silence of God ;
That presence profound and still.

That worketh here and there,
And with its subtle and potent will 

Abideth everywhere—
Pervades every atom of space.

Pervades every tree and flower,
Pervades every planet's place,

And givetli the soul its dower.

To the life of all life supreme,
O God, Thou Spirit of life !

With Thy living presence we dream 
Of the*thoughts that are freed from strife,

Of the joys that shall control 
fn the great eternity,

Like the bright and shining scroll 
Of the heavens all melting away 

In the embrace of Thy perfect grace;
And the glories all divine 

That gather there in that place 
Shall become the heritage 

Of every soul that lives ;
The world praises Thee that Thy perfect grace 

This hope of all life still gives.

Levitation’.— A letter from Air. Henry Brown of Blaekhill contains 
the following passage:— “ I was at a  seance in Gateshead yesterday 
(April -7 ), when Alisa A^ood, one of the mediums present, was lifted up 
to the ceiling and rubbed against the whitewash. When she came down 
again her hair was white, like the wig of a lawver. She was in the nor- 

i mal etate at the time. The spirit took the precaution of removing her 
c-omb before lifting her to the ceiling.”
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, , -, l  D D E KI'iAIOXUS.
r . * llr w 'U■ H Im prepared fur tli announcement <>f

m B s * rteath briefly mtuh iuour column* last week, No 
’®t 11 ('Dcul;Uo(f recently lv-pecting hit health. A 

xva~ v‘‘ry " ‘iH'h afflicted with paralysis, but from 
t lit r,r( i-u d and h i unfavourable anticipations w«-r> enter- 
lik^F i T H HU,jllc ju 'h  ". I tut .'.uoii .i mind was not
i 4 ■' i r !  V *u. V1’’ l>r’,<v"  ol extrication from the physical

ur departed i of such , lism,
l u ' and worked so hard, that the harm ny of hi« tem-

u* 1 .U1.. .1. h • uuuht i-uabh d lata to it.-.- up every iu ailable ounce of 
t  lu ii.tn  h,- l‘u."|0 .tsed, and allowed him t> pit-.H aw ay easily and 
Uiviuinny. \ ,  .spiritualist-, wu cannot rt-.i-.-t the happy change 

iu.n bo tall I, and yet the work of Spiritualism
An. in,-!' •<■■■•■ ■! its imn-.-l pillar-. Flint happy li -1 with whom 
tuo Judge  had the privilege ■>( communing' [uently across the 
i i '- ' wid ni.ov :■ ::u hi-com pany, an 1 though he, mav exercise a 

le t and in in. .>! «:u- > impalpable, influence upon
tnc do»tLines o! our movement, at tin- -ame tim e the familiar epistle 

•• o. have j »r ever pa-.-e I away from our 
•!. a:- and tue external workings of our movement.

1 at- la'-jur.- • d Jud .'e  Kdiiiutid.- on behalf of Spiritualism were 
more of a real and jn c t k a l  than dm i
polemical. N ery many who have not achieved one tithe of tlio

aoiaa on the platform and in the public 
great amount of public atten- 

t import m kind. His early adhesion to the  move- 
uaent appears. an article iu the  3 few  1 arh  8 u n f which we
quote, t > have cost him  w n^fam M e annoyance in hi- prof --Ed. 
R i t  our friend, relying much lass upon public consideration than  
U l o v a  intrinsic merits, went quietly forward in hie own way, 
reaching a higher meed of respect than  many, and having Lis. 
band- o d e  i 1 LI of professional buaint

s. as a sp irit list, ad her . to principles 
thaa to  conventional oj -. or t ■ ephemeral movements, l ie  
thus occupied m liar position, from which In- was able to

vice and : to ill >arties, and give offence to none.
H rel ti cs to the me v- ment were purely spiritual, th e  mundane 

rferiiig i -lightly tha t to  all aha lea of Spiritualists, 
even to  its files, he afforded ligh t and information, of which 

y  availed themselves. H is work was divided into two
first the Lis very . t ....... ; . .. I - condiy. it-, diffusion. In

the  first and essential part he was an  assiduous attendant at the 
ire.--. From  his reported experience we have no doubt he 

regard o r the very highest importance. H e was
..I awai by th i ry ,n ra h a d h e a n y n e e d  : for his industry 

ai ;L - spirit-circle supplied him  w ith  such an abundance of facts, 
tha t -p-rCtii itiotr was entirely ou t of place. H is own daughter 

remarkable medium, and communications from his

-tiinony to the prompt and -ati
r iiu

ug to b ur • •■•••    ' ■.    U)j
-ill of which came in due course written vu 

t of hi d ities must have 1, 1
■ ti,J ■ n “ J  p i v ^

to ; m ?oubt.< . u work *? quartern
, , ,l publications or the mi • moary medium r„.

..ho,). The pivot on which

tin.

to

inad
no d ou b t hifriend revolved '■

I iinmunication which we had 1
his character. It con.-.sted of ,a large package

v.e p« ■ pei onaJ work ■ • ’ k  
ii-.gem -rou-. im -el/iih ,.,.. . ::
Is'iln iHr. JiJjLiifJ ■//;; 1 J ht; < , ,1 , Ul ' Vf ; V , '

if - - . | . • : 
H'tnt fruc of c ri: imn with inttuy

W e
r‘onth>^'
 ̂jjj/ . /1

pob;; :

knew to whom we were indebted for the p..vccj. 
exceptional recipient of mch presents. O n ly afew  

.. iv, : . V . .. ht J ff< ■ pari of which
.j ; i, ta ing th a t for ab mi ucte i y i  m  s he had 

edition of his le tte rs  and T racts” annually, the trjv. , ,  
an best iw< I in q  uurtei wh sre th y co .• b, . . . y 

for the promotion of the cause. Uur deceased friend 
limit to hi- opf-r.itio!!,- ;;i this re- pect witlj:.ri hi-. ..ery,; ; ....

g  >me time, ago a testimonial was set on foot in this 1r„ 
few who had been favoured with the Judge’-, acquaint*;.*... 

r; collected wlierewith Uj

..e^ed  in our colunu hia works generally,
' . v. e-'.'id.'trce of the &ct that he possessed a very high 

d .  r - - of m e'lium ship himself. Havim : thus, through his own 
p -r- .:r :l experi-.-nc--. and phen .... na obeer red in the presence of 
others, gained a deep insiirht into the  various forms of spirit- 
erm m union. and the state of the departed, he scrupled not to 
convey his views to  the  public. W e have never found th a t Judge 
E im on-is, in reporting his experiences, minced matters, nor, w ith 
• . ■ n m g  . .. n extra rrdinary atorv, indulged in  garbled

ti -. nor the suppress! x tn  ordinary facts. H is narra 
tives were to ld  w ith  suck straightforw ard simplicity, that, though

:. :r : . : .-.c; y: ti..:.. vx.h ail <• .rJidence. 
Rt- . . ; - ... . -r and astoniafam nt never m arred his testi-
monv, w hich was sober and subdued, free from extravagant adjec- 
ti-.-e.-i. and c , ached in the chaste, poetical style, which led on the 

: r -- --y gg attraction w hich could not be resisted. I t  is no 
t k t  m d i  a  w riter sir Id tt..'l the newspaper press open to 

. : nd, tin  igh th is purity  and simplicity of 
. ; li gm ii m uch indebted for the extended advocacy of 

h ,a - td -o f  tiie ,.t. w ihch •Jf-.-cted by the pen
J u  ge E d  .
W e  an*no t in  a  position to judg-.- .f Li- m-.-rit- ..- ■; .■:•

ft . ; n tly  o f his appearance on the  public 
'orm. I  j Dot m  to h  ve bi en hi. ooinion ti.. t  Spiritnal- 

ju ld  form the is t i  es into a  clique o r seel, b u t ra ther promote 
th  • tru th s  o f Spiritualism  bv individual effort, tha t it might a c t , - 

. ,-h (rating and  enlightening influence upon every condition of 
n -if. Ju d  e Edm onds wai it, therefi i .• a society-maker, 

prom oter of noisy conventions. H e  devoted h is  wh<lie tim e and 
energies to the trut'h itself, ra ther than in forging vessels to restrain 
it  within certain lim its. H e did not, on that account, w ithhold 
h i- a id  from any useful organised effort. H is  celebrated lecture, 
en titled  -  W h a t is D ea th .'” which has been reprinted at the 

Institution. wa.s first delivered a t one of the Sunday 
. . . .  a m  - by h is friend, Andrew Jackson Davis, m  -New

Th"'* iiterarv  labours of Ju d g e  Edmomls. extended though they 
vTC-:-“ fon:i bu t a >m.d! part o f his work. ,H e  kept ca irfu l records 
Df a ll h is experiences, b it small proportion ol w hich have found 

V wav into prin t. Only the o ther day there appeared m  H u m a n  
M ature  k n  experience recorded m any years ago, w hich the Judge 

be incorporated w ith  the nex t edition, about to bepu ■-
, *, v . i . ii 1_—____   it I z«4tq fifl

* Spiritual 
'1. - mi SpDitu.ib.-ni

of five shillings were collected wnerewitn to present a set g  I' 
ii-ii work- on Spirituali-id, accompa; iod by the pho t/,*?* i 
donors. In this work we wer-i not asked to participate’^ '" ’’' 
queiitly the great body of English Spirituali.-.ts to t b i - . 
nothin'.'’ of the matter. I t  is gratifying, however, to , ’ 
tlii- .. ..- expr< ion of regai I reached the Judge whil-- .. ;-‘ 
his usual health, and he acknowledged it with his wonted^ f  
affected courtesy. _

In our long correspondence w ith him, we discussed masv -p. 
for the promotion of Spiritualism. On one occasion the te--’- 
nial to which we have just referred was alluded to, the s m l ' i l Z '  
b -aring suggestions for the publication of a *• Testunoniai Ee> ■ 
of hia works. The Judge's reply has already appeared i. 
U b d ich . H e re s id e d  a chef . edition of his works Spirit 
ism, which would place them  w ithin the reach of every Sp;k- .. 
as the most agreeable testimonial which he could r- > 
Arrangements for carrying this into effect were pro'-i-PL g 
time of his demise, and no doubt the publication will 
a.s a memorial edition, in which, we trust, every Spirits-:.LL 
speaks the English language will be anxious to partiensv-. 
the present time a box of -ter -e-plates are in our works sri .. 1...: 
careful revision which was made w ith the author's own Lard, 
hope in a few days to announce the particulars under which -.is 
work will be given to the public, and thus in some degree . .. 
out what was so near to the heart of our friend while he - : . 
on earth amongst us.

Ti'jui the '■ New Y ork  Sun.”
Th e  De a t h  or t h e  Ag e d Ex -Jc do e  Jo be  Wo r t h En:-;onr-. 

Fr-'/m the Supreme Sewsh to % ’■ ityufift’f  Seancet—Dt ieg txtk tie 
Spirits o f  the Unforgotten Dead— Intim acies with the Una: oj C:w 
Lays.
Ex-Judge John W orth Edmonds was a month more than aereutv-*** 

years old when, on Sunday afternoon, April 5th, he died a-, us res.---g 
in Irving Place. He was bom in Hudson, iN'.Y., and in 1*16 gri'—sw 
at Lnion College. Four years later he began to practise Av 
natire city, where he soon gained local distinction. In 1531 he »-i y 
the Assembly tor Columbia County, and in the next year he was - g 
the State -Senate, where, during four years,,he held 'a leading 
and identified himself outspokenly with severaJ schemes of ''- '" - 'L L 
for their betterment. Upon leaving the Legi-larure in Ir-Po a- 'y  ■ '  
on a Federal mission among the Indians, living with them .’ w- 
and learning several of their Languages. Coming East again, a- t-:. 
down to his profession :n this city, and lived here until his d®---1’ .... 
next public position, after leaving the Indians, was that ol State ^  
Inspector, in which he secured note for infusing reformation y'...y 
work. He changed the system of discipline in the prisons, ygy.LL; 
v iev< »  corporal punisL. • -  that had long beet; in wg -• ;;--y rVL;_- 
the passage of advanced laws on the subject. His agitation 
abuses of prison management was one of the main reformate . _r.i *1-., *.   T -. U K '  1 ,  -r ~i - - - - Stw Z--""'.lie was madeof that time. In 1845 a Circuit Judge- s-

-----  tu rn  , - v, OUF-'
n»ad\, and courageous, and in private life I10 was reputed 
intellectually cultivated, and amiable.

preme Court J u d g ^ r ,s.--

i *̂* _

♦» to  UU liAA»pvi»wu " 11“    - ,
;;t the  S piritual Institu tion , o f h is well-known “  Letters and

much res cting apirit-commumon, Judge  
’■ ■ ’ - '  • 1-f.itb bl. c r :  1.

i^ T ^ n h im f p j m  all parts of the world, and our experience enables

A Le a d e r  is  Spiiu t u a l is m. , ,-.Ter&r-“
During Lis last twenty-three years Judge Edmonds was a ;.,v 

advocate of Spiritualism, attaining note equalled only D.'j 
Jackson Davis as a champion and expositor of th:.: iakn -
He wae converted in 1851, and being a Supreme Court r "Ac,e-  " :’
oi considerable fame, his acceptance of the new and 
brought upon him much criticism and derision. In 
01 that year he was out of health and "ready depressed ip -r . ■. 
.-pent his leisure with an almost monomaniac persistency i-* \  
the subjects of death and future existence In  that frame 
saw those first forms of Spiritualism known as “ theB ocheS^. - . .

.2 .  ;.va . ■ solved to give them a thorough inv.-:F  -  ...j 
months he regularly devoted two evenings of every week in 
mg with the phenomena, keeping daborete records of 2
and reading everything that professed either to prove or l0 
honrsiy o: toe mamfiMtationa. He traveUedfrompl*^ :L - jk  in ; 
mediums, and studied the current topic in all the crude Pi' jfb;1. i“ 
it had then been developed. Ho held out against behpf 1’n i,e 
opinion he had deduced conclusive proofs thar the sp‘r‘ '  gs p _
Wjuy did communicate with the living in the way °; .  ̂ .
t i jlfr-rippings. In his investieations he associatnl ,• d '/ .
sciorititie gentlemen, some of whom were and some were b*

nice convince<l in his own mind of the truth o! Sp*0 ^
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I . m u l -  Hi"-’!' « tow ul  III I,|„ | | ,  w
I I . . .  I I. .......... I. I . . .  I ..... I . . .... I ....

11111 '11 1' . . * ' 1 ' 111 1 ■' 1' • I »' 1 1 > I *' •
lirli.'l, Mini I"  II»‘"I- III" M. rl '..n I In.I In view,, were n.,|, ........... -..r.l

mill Ilia oath "I olllcu, aim ed lo li.ii'iiiouirx- K| >i ri I < n> I ini i ■ wild I In. liil.lc 
(ludrini'" of tJoil mid ruvclulion.

A m a  M k d i i 'a i.
Judge Edmonds, «»on a f te r  hi * aecrp li....... u|' ,S[>iritimlinm, became a

,milium. Hu said tlml while reading m bed Im win Iinii'linl nil over his 
body wiHi spiril-IiiiikIh, mid win surrounded  with rapping*. A h u b , 
lator lio won im pressed wil li I Im nnl ion I Iml Im mn. i. j... lo .. n.rljtin limn, 
|iir»iiiiiilly unknown to liini, and i-.wrnivo a H|iirilual roiniiiiiriiialion ol a 
higher order Hum ho laid no far experienci'd. Mo wont, and rom irod 
«lint ho llrinly believed to Im a  message Ironi a doad I'ri.-mI. Il wil 
Viiil, and Hie ms.Tl ion win left niumlil I’adinli-il by Judge  Edmunds, th a t 
III tlm last year ol bis jud ic ia l Hilling, Inn doiiinionn worn largely 
mfliirnml by III" inl.orooiirnn which Im believed Im hurl with I lie jarii , 
0f lho dead jnri.nln, JJo o lten  averred  llial wlnle delivering an opinion 
lima III" bench lie plainly ■■!w I be lo n o  ■ ol tin .e gbor.I.ly advi.era 
iiround bun. Ilia pow ers ol incdiiim sbip ac re  llrnt, brought ou t lit a 
:, anre I o \\ 11 ieli live i lied in inn were draw n, an I bey na id. wil ho ill. prreon- 
rei| or intention, bu t niniply by obeying iinprennionn brongbl. to bear 
iiihiii them hv npiritn. J le  went, lo  t 'e n lra l  Am erica in IHfiJ, and lho, 
nrrle of winch lie had been a m em ber professed llial, they were miracii- 
loimlv kept advi.ned of llm event;) ol' bin voyage siim illanooiisly with 
llieir oeeurrenee, and a fte rw ards he verified the  nr,curacy of the reports 
by eoiaparinon with liin d iary . Am ong th e  tilings o f which he  wan 
nr,'ii'l,ailed lo fell an proofs o f t he soundness o f Ilia belief, alleging them  
|u lie occurrences o f h is first y ea r of m edinniship, was th e  sp iritually- 
rmneyed informal,ion of a  g ran d so n ’s illness In C anada ; an niinoiince- 
ninilnl the death  o f h is friend , Isaac C. ilo p jm r, before he received 
the news in an o rd in a ry  w ay; th e  fo re te llin g  of Hie destruetion  of flic 
-'.Miner /frarj/ Clay : and freijnenl, w arn ings against perfidious associates 
anil coining evils. H is d a u g h te r  also  became a  speaking-m edium , 
delivering messages in languages o f w hich she professed to  have no 
knowledge.

iVoTAitt.ES o r  t i ik  SeiRiT-W onr.n.

I’. a ' - o l l  o f  e l i l e e i o g  I l i e n *  p i  " I  , | 11 l o , I, | r . ■ r f y - a / l  v; i  n e e d  e . l a  I e  o f  | , i , . j l , j a l  
d . - v r . l o p i m  n l , 1 a  w o u l d  a l .  o i m e  b e  a i d ,  I , ,  s e n d  b a c k  i . i m l i  p r o o l .  o l  
l r n l . l i  o f  t i p . I  l l , m b - , III If.  c o u l d  n o t  I.. d o a | , | . , , |  | | ,  d e l  n o t  w a v  e
t o  I I n  e n d .

A H  l i o n g l i  g i v i n g  e o  n u m b  o f  l o  H u e  D ,  K j . b  i l - i s l i - i n .  . l o d g e  ( v i n e  d  .
d a l  n o l .  I i e g l e e l  h i .  l u g '  l a w  p r a e l i e o  U n i , \ l ),.■ i „ ( i r o „ | , ,  o f  a  c o m
ID 11.(1 il.. His 1 «:■ i t IK" 1(lit]» will 1 Will i;•in 1J. I'D id wa muin1:iin"<

|OM </.••' r;i • *.mil il Ihh il.iil,, ../id Id V*. "Ifl of | ' ll iiO'itfhl, iii l)i< j
A Ii liouf'l* Ids 1B’li/’l (••i l. him 1II-. J/llHl on lho j'ldici.i 1 hc/jo/i hi;n iiomimi lion in IK.VJ he Hij' dole;• led hy a 1 hr* <d. l.o J' ;o •1 ‘ him (/.il o
ofllrc il «•I.'c Im I lie ii' v» 1' foil. ’ '»<•ih I and h'D ine"‘. re* j#' r'. H. V/:,H tin
first IV" .ideal, ol lie l.iiion Is-agne f.'lafi, and was among l|,e |}r ,
mofl ftetfve advocate* o f H" •monoipaUon ol th i  slave■ in  th* ~»riT
singes of I l.e rebellion. He r. laineil lb. friend ship ol many ii;|t, „.„.j ,j 
men who dillered with bis religious view

I le Jlanrnr <j Isiy/tl, in in cord mg 1],e, termination o! the 
"aid hly earner of “ lie; vnlniiin N< w York. iSpirilmdi-I," ),;, . tj jr' 
fo llow ing:

I ji lo wil.bin a lew nionl.b; since, we have been constantly a 
eorrespoielene.) wilb lie Judge, and, in view of the great inter. ; wijeJi 
a t p i e  'o '.  Ill laches to l.h" ..piril.-lorin nmiiife.fatuous in t  ugianfl, /. ■. 
press lit the following exl.rael, from lie la t  private h Her i-eei'.igl r- 
Ironi him, hearing dale of J a n .."1st, ) \ ■

I regard Mr. C ro o k .. ',re c e n t aelion in England (which you notj'-i 
in your nuinher ol the IMt.lij an very im porlaiit. They s< <■„, to have 
done, in England what we were m,able to bring ahoul in Ho, ,„ i rv . 
They have llm re made reienee give a ttenlion  lo lie e.-t, „„,i 
piihlieationH as th a t of Mr. Crook.- , and Ihe. Dialectic S o e i c ' i d  bring 
info our ranks num bers who otherwie, would |, aloof.

“ In I he spread of o u r cause we have every run1 on lo r< mice, and. a 
tim e rolls on, we shall see our principles at, work more and ,,
ev .ry  dep artm en t of life political, social, r e l i g i o n - ,  and find .......  ; ,,,|
m ore cause to Is; thankful for llm p a rt we. f ane taken in the l i m , , . i .  •

l ho above reads l i ken prophecy. W o are  a - u r e d  th a t i ls  I ulfilji,;. ,',1. 
in the fu tu re  is certain , and find, toward its fruition no one in ihe 
ascended sta te  wil! he m ore active Ilian lie who Im so recently Irodd.-n 
the  ladder o f lighl th a t leads “ from the  weary earth  to I he ipphi, , 
w all.”

Early in his spiritualistic experience Judge Edmonds believed that he 
hail intercourse with many of the distinguished dead.' Ho counted 
Henry Clay and Eemiimore Cooper among Jiis new friends, and was 
encouraged by them in frequent messages to bear up against public 
erasure. Elias Hicks told bnn to “ be not afraid,” and W illiam Penn 
said, “Thy mission is an arduous one, and if is thy duty to fulfil it 
truthfully and faithfully.” Believing himself thus encouraged, he 
devoted much time to self-development as a medium, and became firmly 
established in an unshaken faith. H e wrote letters to the newspapers 
in exposition and defence of Spiritualism, and the standing of the writer 
secured them a wider and more serious reading than the subject could 
have commanded in ordinary hands. Jn these early years of fiis 
assiduous investigation ho formed a close alliance with Hr. George 
T. Dexter, at whose residence most of the circles were held. At first the 
meetings were held twice a week, but later the Judge received what 
purported to ho communications from spirits at all hours and in all 
places. Swedenborg arid Bacon occupied much of the time of the 
circles with a series of articles written through the modiumship of 
Dr. Dexter, which were subsequently published in a large volume. 
Further along in his unswerving .adherence to the faith, Judge Edmonds 
became a forcible public speaker and profuse writer on Spiritualism, and 
his experience as a medium was enlivened .by communications from 
other distinguished men in the other world. General Scott described 
his reception by the spirits; and Martin Van Buren, in whose law-o/fice 
ihe Judge had once been a clerk, appeared at his bedside the very night 
after death.

A M i d n ig h t  V i s io n .
“ My father bad died thirty-six years before,” the Judge said, in telling 

of his vision, “ and he and Mr. Van Buren had been friends in life. When 
I saw their spirit?, my father was standing in the middle of the room, 
on my left, l i e  had an alert, cheerful Jook, and was easy and uncon 
strained in his attitude. Mr. Van IJuren stood against the wall on my 
right, near me, and six or eight paces from my father. He had a puzzled 
look, us if he did not comprehend bis condition. Ho recognised raeand 
my lather. Ho knew that my father was dead, and l lial. J was not, and 
that he, too, was dead. 1 did not observe what first took place between 
them. My attention was first particularly attracted by Mr. Van Jiuren’s 
saying : • 1 don’t understand this. I  know I am dead, but I am thesame 
I ever was. 1 am on the earth yet. There are my family, iny home, 
my country ; and the matters that interested me in life just as near me 
us ever, yet removed from me! (Jan this" be the death I have thought 
ol so long, and I bis to bo my life after death for ovor?" This thought 
seemed to goad him into action. H o had felt a strong but undefined 
attraction towards his right, hand, and lie turned ni that direction, and 
bending over again with great activity, as it. were, to pull up weeds that 
grew in bis path, and thus worked his way slowly away from me.”

At the time Judge Edmonds published a long description of Van 
Huron's spiritual progress in eternity. Another notable experience 
which lie professed was an interview with Lincoln and Wilkes liooth, 
in which their experiences in 11 the Summer-land ” were described with 
minuteness, and they expressed themselves iis llioroughly reconciled. A 
Bi ri"; nl dissertations on political economy by George Washington were 
a feature of bis mediuinship in 1804, and vory lately Judge Beckham, 
through him, described lho Ville du  Havre, disaster.

B e u h v in c  t o  t h e  L a s t .

Judge Edmonds’:; wife and brother died many ye,ars ago, and wi'li 
Hu in In; conceived llial. lie had companionship up to liisib'idli. II" said 
tlml lhey of1 eu s i t  anil talked with him, and lie deserils'd llieir looks 
uiul 1'iriled llieir words lo lii.i friends with mimili ness. His wile 
eHiieeially lie believed In  lie eouslanl !y wil Ii him, and during bis l.d.a l 
He;,,,,., a enlmiiialimi o f a very painful chronic di.-icasc. lie talked 
much nl her failldul ministrations and consolation. He slid llm l his 
bed was surrounded with spirit-forms, and that, upon joining them, by

That .Judge Edmonds was regarded as one of the leading nu n 
of the ago limy lie gathered from th" factthal hi- death v.-a wi>b Iv 
noticed hy Hi", IVoss. 1 he following i, from the foreign rr ■■■■.. 
of the S tandard  of April 2 'in l :—

On Sunday morning lust, nth April, Judge J. W. Edmonds died al hi- 
residence in this city. He was a man of great ability and eminence in liia 
profession. He bad been on both the Circuit and Supreme Bench of 
the State; and for ability, logical clearness, and thoronghne.-s in details, 
had few equals and probably no superiors. His age was 75. While on 
the .Supreme Bench bis attention was attracted to Spiritualism; a:,d 
after a great deal of investigation—-detailed accounts of which he gave in 
a book published soon after—ho announced bis belief in the doctrines; 
became, in fact, a professed believer in the spiritual teachings, and a 
defender of them with tongue and pen ; and finally became an operating 
medium, but never a professional one. He was the most respectable of 
all the spiritualistic authorities in America; and the weight of bis 
authority had great effect in favour of the can?". Others wrote more 
voluminously, but none were read with so much respect. Spiritualists 
reverenced Ins uttenances; and those who differed from him charitably 
accounted him a monomaniac, for his reasoning on all other subjects was 
clear and natural.

Oo.Antl'MCATrONS FROM J COOK E DM ONUS.
Mrs. Woodfordo left a note for me on .Monday, asking if f 

had received any communications from the spirit “ Judge Ed 
monds,” and asking me to visit her at my earliest opportunity. 
I  called at Mrs. Woodforde’s seance rooms on Monday evening, 
when she handed me the following message which had been 
written through her hand at the time stated theroon:—

Judge Edmonds’s greeting to Mr. Burns.--Patience, perseverance, 
hope, iiiiIh, love; reward t-hoso who practise Iheni. I from this world 
behold I lie struggles of your past, and would say men eainwt reward 
the Master, in whose vineyard all faithful souls toil, givoth Ihe reward, 
and wail el Ii not I ill I he eleventh hour, but givelli the reward at one". 
The contented, cheerful heart, the earnest will, the satisfaction in well 
doing llial. nought earthly can disturb. .Such are (lie rewards lor labour 
in a good cause, bestowed at once. Balience, perseverance, bone, taitli. 
love, form the ermvn of spirit-life. My greetings from Ibis side, laith- 
ful servont,- -J. Edmonds.

Sunday, April 20th, 1 pan.
The first sentence was written in a very ahakey hand, which 

Mrs. Woodfordo attributes to her doubts as to the identity of the 
spirit. Mrs. Woodfordo then handed me a second paper, on which 
life following matter was w ritten:—

Silting afterwards with pen suspended, and eyes closed, these words 
passed through my head, whilst J seemed surrounded by mi intensely 
brilliant, purple atmosphere, or mini: “ The grandeur, lb" sublimity, of 
this life I  cannot describe; the bliss, the joy, the happiness I hilt fills my 
soul, crowning with completeness all my tiighosL, warmest aspiration.,. 
Truly God is good, who never denies e’en flic smallest of our cravings 
after celestial beauty. To my lips lie holds llm goblet, of life, filled to 
the brim with all heave illy delights, joys, soul -.-.al isfaei.ion.-'. 1 feel I bat. 
tarn l.o drink for an eternily, for an eternity Iced upon Him, whose 
divine spirit, can alone satisfy my grateful soul, like a. harp, altme d 
to His, would discourse mibliiiiosi, harmonies of tliankful praise. Ilia 
name bo exalted forever, who in Ins sons would sen Him;,-If compleli !
I’raise, praise; lei all Heaven ring with I Im glory and beatily of ( iml 
the First, the Last the Eternal One on high! .t.iu .i."

Sim wns limn inlliiencml to w rilo , mnl, taking a pencil, wr dn
rapidly, “ Judge Edmonds i:, lmrc,” ami, after a. f, .v ......a.ik-, llm
inlluunccd desired to .-peak through the medium. Control was 
effected, and after a few sentences were spoken a caller interrupted
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tbe communication. The writm 
party of ladi-» *g»m b; ke up ..j 
bud te«t that 7 tligv i_1 :
b a w b e e s  by t h a t  sp irit . tVtrt.i 
aiav result in a m tL V t rv test.

g WKr again rv.~ r;ed to, wbrT) a
r » i i i ,y . Mid 1 t<> -k h it  leave. 1
was prw  nt, i et the cuntr A might
la Miitviueat'. were made which 

J B rass.

U  we co te* prese we have r. en >d • kind letter from M i* 
I *ure Kd:i)' >nd«. the daughter o f our depart v i fri* nd, »o widely 
ho iwa f r her n  utarkable med. uminp. Wt j ref ill i>n extract, 
wiuon i ■ .  mkL* will rva i r  i‘ tf c s*me sym path-iic’.uU'rwt as did 
the person to w hom tbe hue- wrerv »ddre!-*>d :— After much 
- uterine, mv fat.'.tr p»-—1 jv» *.'u.o away, aud thua enled a 
n .bin, useful life—t -  u> an im*paratie 1«*, to him a happy r< lea-e. 
He had a high regard f. r all hia friend in England, tuni lor ids 
aJke I thank y ou Mwmrelr tor past regards.

S P R I N G .
Kroai the German of Heme, by ( lVI No r t h j

Green are the field# and the * -rvetK 
’’ '.e Lo-k •  irblen ' •'! the b- i'Ul 

The spring-', r.s • *■ . •  ■ n-- in .ty,
W -, . r i . *1 ■

\  • ' i /  * f, '
A aorrowful dirge do we sing.

The b .ri it doth warble bo o s! sweetly :
W hat am *'* tfaou in trouble and fear? 

" That is :. carol. ".g
I ee warbled lull :>'o!iy ;. year.

Iha- sing I in beautiful meadow.
My hear* by no s -row bestirred 

7 by grandmother often, lay darling.
This a tig "hat 1 car 1 ha’ h heard.'

v;-. ,  . . if "• ' : •.
she thougt

/  j , .  ^ . m\<\ t:j- v sat <\o'vn at tL - tab!‘ . Jr: j-.V'Titter *. :
.• - • : • 

nt. mid if 00 t'.> p v t  them <’n* rap, which w  ̂ % 
it» iiiuij'/. ft 'rave tb< ;

11 . i «:
1|  ’ ' ^41

spirit v i i  p f _ . . .
M- .W k- !» d i.h<- epmt its name. It 

] f '/  II' then 1 if they • • r> t
t i._, „ -t iin t o f  the d w i - d

undenstauj 
. . .  f  the <i< ■ ■ ■ ■ ' ■

P , r,. j ■ v« - ,'b y  g iv in g  three r t - a s  reju ' s t e i  ]j ,. -a , t \  j ,
so jit  if  it.- Ls-iv was in w ater It gat e, a- . u"-t>-d, thrt«. *
11 fu n ’ '*T naked if  tli- r i\ wjis in 
.... Jj... in.; (lo d lv  'Jill*. ft a*i :rii, ..;•

roque-ted, ttirî ."1 ’’ 
■UiT unuor the ]-■, ;C! 

auswv,
!:• -U 1. .i <

Harditur. th- occupier of the Godly .Mill.-, toullow tli- ■'*-•
ran off. He didervotr to r«- 

• sat- th' narrative w
this time bo

(J,
:;r< qil ittng. M int 

:: ''.rigg'-d at.'! • ■ rr

T  C;

It m ay Is- r - w^ll t/j rta., l‘“ 
the reaerw g'i®

lJon llwu ^  ,_____________ ______________ ______ jed tw ict. ,, j 1*
th direction -f tie ]» i i i - .  at oo • t i n ; f  t  u , :■ that 
w ithout having f-u.’id th -  bogy . W h ea  the wate-r }J: 
lowered about thin;- in d ie -  b -io w  it -  u-.m l L ig.'.-t, Mr. J a.

. , be lowered at ill further, himaelf and
fcSher h sv in c  exM iiined the ree- r v o ir ; bu 'i in g « o * 2 2 * *
t h  ; ;  u ' ... ■- - . g ' . - ' . g . V  :■ r .  i U f  v '  l i e  g g . - d  l ; g !  j .V t h u g v / .  y  
body wa- not there. H ow ever, at the e ra-.-t request • f j. 
non and the friends o f th e  deceased , th -  w ater vtas f ^ l:';' 
; ,\, ■ i 1 M .i. ■••:• - i • •; t . ;

1- ‘ f g t
iu g . f  Saturday, thus

. g  ■ • . ' in a: -er t
M is- CharlesworJi. Mr- Jos-ph Jaeksoi:. and Mrs. o g ;,r :
■ ' ; [ ■ e, i the pr-.-en ce :

riv.'o. J Lg it I: "■ . /
S oiety. H vde. w ho g ive  th eir  nam es . > ar.esr.gg v.-y ■  ̂
to th is  report, token at th -  house o f  Mr. Jackson, on \yh : 
neadar. A pril 2f*th. ]r'>-. and is subscribed \~  tue • 
hereto present at th e  .same tim e.

her
••Hannah X Charleaworth, 

mark.
1ATK \< T S  FROM TIIE LIVES OF MEDIUMS.

X o. IH .
Mm J. J ■ • : . It

7  - g't> •, —;; g . g ::'!•• man i- an ex.c-:.ient inspirational -neaker.
' • • - ■ .. • : .. ... ; 1 . . y
- i ■■ - -. : • ' .. .• t .1.1 . . 1. •; • 1:1. g
.: i-r irk - n > . his toicr is • ft but full. l ie  generally commences 

r  ernai with sm:2- r  ,-n :u- f.uc*. clusprtg his hands across Ins 
rr t. ar d -  U g tut 1 -ving tt.ttch gesture to aid in his delivery, 
■ - ggh usual v ; -linnil—- -  ,_i m- -• c :.-:t tremor in ttie hands
- s i ' . -  • . . _ v. . r ‘ t - .-■.
-  • - t • • - ' rv. - ' . . ■ - o ' .  .
bo w  invite the readers attention to eoaac accounts o f tk:-

:n t 'u -
-o • . • V.- .• • .

In order to aff : r e idea ae to Mr. Jacb-
!!■ «  « « A w  m w iim winf - ; ;.rl: ..listu. v. -. introduce the following 
L 1 .V. i .7 • g -1

May - z  ;—
night o f  Tharsdav, the 2 nd of April last 11*6*). a man 

nr;. - 1 J hu : : : i r. : 1 ling t
: g. . - - ' . st  :

>■ •. - g . i v-tLg • vr lit - w: .. II vr -
i . - : v  t . • ■ Ke ." i

t; t 1 7  f t ‘ ic w-ith that j erti- 
aadtT which frequent]v attends drunken men. they decided t _. 
through th- kei 1; home. K-nnedv, finding' it was impossible to 

I 1 in ;n- • ■ m the circum-
ataacaa which tniopirod at w m IA appear tDat

h, on coming to himae 11 
; ' . ' ' • • . ■ ' •’ t’ -

".Is, where he waa found, in 
• . t. w : his f"lends

b%- spiritual manifest 
' "On T: tl •!'.

r. ;u-t logsf'tber at the
1. .• • tn - ji'-.'i mg -■ " ■ 1 m

• t v : i - .... ' • ' ' ' : ' 1 ' -
• ■ ' 1  ■ . y - 1 ' '

table, and Lad not s r
a u ire ; . ; • 1. " :
.i in t  present, it • _• ,\,red that th .-re wa-. b. giving ■■nr rap with 
the Jeff of the u  ' bey aafead i t  to tall them 
-waa in the water, and if  he*wa- p ‘ :r mps, w hich it did. 
M n . S w a g e  w in d  i f  he w -uld be i'-
tfatw rmpt aa •  owfir lr. Mr. Joseph Jnckaoa, groci

■ n -\r  !!•. ■ . . .  • . in < f t  ■ - ■ went
to  a lecture d-in . in the Temperance Hall, H yde, by Mr. 
I. I . M-I'giia, of 'lancbest’. r. , ubt-ct "f "'ludern

it'.tu;.’r:H;, tbe uxnlnv , • ■ tin t. loth  of -‘U ;-
> g • »: g. .i in -pint •.!• : -re '■ i  - ~ 'd hca”d 1 -

.•,gt-. u.-,.dt . 'g -n ; 7 t ■ g • ; ■' tr.ving to
i.g.> tl;» h' •■•' • ■ ' .‘lr- ■ 'g 'sge n ;1 g it  i m ; v, tn* ■
; ; , ,  , g; upon b*r. Mr. Jackson mentioned the

utt-nding -hi- first ittittg •»*. G-.e f -o*-. «nd hee-k"d

■•'Joseph Jackson.
“• Elizabeth Jackson.

•• Witness the signature? of th- partis? hereto—
•To- gh Ogden, reporter. Hyde ;

••Jams-? Iliginbotham, greea^rrocr. Hyd 
John .Smith, gee. Co-(»peimtive S .tietv. By-.,

The above startling verification of the truth of -'ptriroal;.- 
.■ ' I great iut rest m tl vicinity : 1 -  andledt .

 ̂ and animated discussion of the matter in the column? of th? ;7,
; we haw quoted fr-.m. atfamdmg <.-ver many weeks. -lie:. 1: '£ 
the effect of strengthening and confirming Mr. Jacks.a :g my. 
in the reality of -uirit intercourse.

................... , Mr. J kaon ' .
of the matter, formed a circle at his own house, g ..  ?. g re 
ceived wonderful tests of spirit identity. sitting,

j he began to be infiooBced himself; a few week- ---irk
writ:’ g ;:.e 1: .. .inter : ..: :: 1' r : .. 

f : ■ h« be Deed, s] g  is  ler t - - .g 'u -g ., .:
spirit . ' circle - - then conducted as i - us sarin

mg oTer ■ ighteen i nl irii g wl 
- : 5 to delii er : - 3 bearing : '' irii - . -:

S . y ften and ever ing. 71 is was ] svious 0 his e coming 
a y ;  lie medium.

ut this time Mr. Jackson, in response to numerous invita- 
c -sv.-nt -d to c -:n-. forward r.s a public trnnee sp?.tker. 7:

first pu : lab .......  - t SI lea, near Mi idleton Blaitle;
Manchester. Under the influence and c:ntrol of the spirits. 11'.
Jt ' pot - .... I efficient •. h

- received . m the qpirihB wl > c ntrol Mr. Jacfcar 
are of a highly spiritual character. Usually iwelling up >n man's 

-:.• ?s. and his ( mans') perception cf int-.r:
C-: ' :! being. :. y '1 • - irk, ■ g. . - : : ..
th.problems that are reh.te<l to mas.'- inner life and -piritt. 
developments.

In reply to question? put to Mr. Jackson bearing upon his 
m< iumship, we give his ansvs r in his jwa words:—

Q- •• Has your health been affected bv your medrumship r if so, 
how r"—A. * I always enjoved good health, but since 1 breathed 
Spiritualism my health has been much more sought, and the result 
of these -eekings have been to show me it- :;-e. and I find the en 
joyments of a useful life for the furtherance of that which is good 
in itself are lar more than even mortal tongue can explain ia its 
present mode ctf expression; and aeknese < faay kind I dways find 
to be Meomumd by infiu-nces which I suay call ‘media,' 
tbr ugh whl •.: the in vine M.uu worker h in me fig mv own cool 
anti for that of mankind.’’

( \ .. \ \ h a v e  ben the man! sod 1 results to
yourself from your mediumship r"—A. u My moral thoughts and 
■ ■ fa hu r  retin 1 cl aete •. th ■ re- It . w 1 -

,■ n ; a gr-..: Moat of peace of mind, even in the greatest
fa : . ■ n nd worldly trouble. Elducatiou s pint; illy
exceed: all other attainments, nui tUws into mv ••■•r-r }i;-'. r.'-'t: -• 
reserve and <:■ n>:Iaticn at 11 time;.

by •• Do jo 1  eip mi 1 ai perceptibl elet tion n your lift 
since you have bees a medium for spirits -''—A. ‘‘The ejeval 
all my thought ? and enr ti .ns are mor- than I am able to pen ;•"•- • 
At :'.v time, when passive, I can, by raising my mind from
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^come eurnpt jvitk the divino m essengers w hom  J call angels of 
God, who pass through m o such thrills o f peace that I cannot 
describe to you. T his is  the gate  to w hich  m y m edium ship has 
led me.”

•• To your fourth question. W h en  1 becoino influenced, I am 
sensible of a peculiar and pleasant sensation passing through the  
whole of my nervous system , gradually, as it  were, draw ing aw ay  
(lll that seems to be earthly, and establish ing w ith in  m y mind a 
current of thought opening out into n Held that is beautiful w ith  
(he pure principles o f  life. 'What is m eant by sem i-consciousne 
J know not. I  feel that I am alw ays awake iu spirit, b u t of w hat is 
,dven to the world under th is influence I have no d istinct rem em  
brance: yet on returning to m y norm al state, I  feel ns if  I were 
just returning from a journey w here I have been surrounded by a 
Verv bright light, and now  entered into a darkened a tm osphere; 
my eyelids feel as if  they had been gum m ed fast together. W hen  
properly restored to m y norm al state, no consciousness o f  tiro 
message given is left.

“Fifthly, in regard to m y relig ious opinions. P revious to know  
ing Spiritualism, I  believed  iu one personal God, and Jesus to be 
die great embodhnout o f D eity . 1 did not believe in the atone 
ment as it is given  to the w orld  by th e  Christian teachers of theo 
logy. I believed in  a h ell, but not such as it is given  from  the 
pulpit to the w orshipping m ultitudes. M v belief in  h ell agrees 
with the teachings o f th e  spirits, w hom  I  have heard speak  
through mediums.

"In conclusion, I  w ou ld  say, I  believe w hoever is gu id ed  by  tbe  
light, and threads th e  precepts o f the h igher teach ing  o f the  
spirits into their everyday life , w h ose instructions I  ca ll the vo ice  of 
God speaking to h is people, m ay be led  into paths of virtue and 
purity of life, w hich  is obtainable by a ll  hum anity.

"I find spirit com m union to be th e  avenue o f great and lo fty  
thoughts, w hich  are tied  to soft, and h o ly  affections, a lw ays ready  
to throw out a baud o f help  to  those w h o  are crying for w ant, 
no matter of w hat class or c r e e d ; th is  fee lin g  and lo v in g  life  is  
the very essence and end of a ll sp irit force.”— C om m unicated .

THE CAUSE OF SPIR IT -FR A G R A N C E .
Dear Mr. Burns,— Your correspondent “ A. 0 . S.,” who has written  

so kindly about my poem in H um an N ature, says that he would be glad 
to see what I  mean by “ a material explanation” of the scent referred to.

I cannot, answer his inquiry better than by transcribing some passages 
from a letter which I  wrote a short, time since to a friend in  India, in 
which I endeavoured to treat the subject exhaustively. After giving a 
narrative of the experience which has already been described in H um an  
y'ature, I  went on to sa y :— “ For tbe scientific explanation o f these 
things recourse must be bad to some of tbe obscurer phenomena o f 
mesmerism and animal magnetism. I  think I  have told my facts clearly 
and rigidly, have I not ? N ext for solutions.

"Admitting that the facts (the occult rose-perfume, the apparent 
mingling of soul and soul, and so on) are worthy of an attempt to ex 
plain them, let us see what, a scientific dissection w ill do. There are 
three main explanations possible. These we w ill call the incredulous, 
the credulous, and the semi-credulous.

“ The incredulous or scientific man approaches the subject, and (sup 
posing that he admits the reality o f the facts I  have stated, which an 
ordinary scientist probably would not do) regards tbe perfume as a dream, 
or a scented pocket-handkerchief, and so forth—disposing summarily of 
the matter by saying that the whole thing was subjective. God had 
nothing to do with i t ; disembodied spirits had nothing to do w ith it ; 
sh: had nothing to do with it.

“ The credulous man says, ‘ Your spirits did  mingle, and are destined 
to mingle yet further. Spirits surrounded you at that time, and created 
the strange perfume. The perfume was the actual, essential aroma of 
her inmost soul.’

“ The semi-credulous solution, which is, perhaps, nearest to the truth, 
steers midway between these two extremes. ‘ The perfume,’ so the semi- 
crednlous man says, ‘ was merely the fragrance of your own physical 
organism wrung out —  almost distilled, one may say—by excessive 
passion. The body bloomed and blossomed, so to speak. Tbe odour 
had nothing directly to do w ith her. B ut the electrical state which 
made this fiery blossoming possible was partially produced by the touch 
of her hand, and the sense of mixing was not altogether unreal. Spirits 
outside yourself had something to do with your magnetisation, w ith the 
subtle extraction of the aroma from your own organism, with its appli 
cation, management, and delicate maintenance. Spirits outside yourself 
also had much to do with that curious sense of her presence in the room  
which possessed you. I t  was not true, as my credulous contemporary 
maintains, that the lady was thinking with any special passion or ten 
derness of you at the moment when her presence seemed to enter the 
room, and you sprang up, crying after her softness—but eke was think 
ing of you ; she was thinking o f you, for she was reading your book 
that evening, and tbe mutual allinities and allied attitudes of tbe two 
minds enabled certain friendly and presiding spirits (taking advantage 
of the mutual electrical and magnetic conditions then present in each—  
a tender and friendly feeling on her part, a strong yearning on yours) 
to present a kind of iae-sim ile of her, so to speak, to your gaze. Tbe 
whole philosophy of apparitions is connected with this. A  very little  
more electricity, conditions just a little  more favourable, and an actual 
appearance of the woman m ight havo taken place. She might have | 
actually entered the room before your eyes. I t  would have scarcely j 
been more wonderful than what did actually happen. And yet if it had j 
happened so— if sue bad actually walked in at the door (as appearances ; 
have undeniably walked into the room so many times iu history), it | 
would not have been she; it would only have been a sort of photograph j 
of her presented to your vision by astute spiritual agency; and, if you I 
had asked her about it a day or two afterwards, sho would only have 
known that ebe was thinking about you at tbo tim e.’

“ Ho say the incredulous, the credulous, and the semi-credulous men. 
Which ieit to be? I  can only say that the facte I  have narrated were 
.acts.”

j This extract will, I think, throw some light upon what I meant by 
, “ a material explanation.” For my own part, I should be only too glad 
{ to commit myself to the spiritual hypothesis; but as yet. I  dare not do 
i so unreservedly. 'J lieso bodily and mental phenomena are very com  

plex and obscure, and have to be. approached very cautiously, ib e  
spiritual cause, with which I have the deepest, sympathy fas my poem  

j will have shown), is constantly endangered by that over-hasty induction 
' from indifferently ascertained facts, which draws down (and rightly) the 

contempt of scientific men, driving them to the conclusion that the 
whole tiling is a imt.-s o f imposture and •< If-deception. Thus when I found 

: “ Investigator ” in No. 200 of the Medium (his letter, as your readers 
: will remember, was beaded “ Bells, Bolls, Bolls ) ed iu ly and unconsci- 
i ously arguing in a circle, I  could not but feel pained. No lc.-i than 
j three times does the writer base his argument upon the assurance of the 
! spirit, thus attempting to prove an hypothesis from an hypothesis. ]i 
: is this sort o f mental feebleness which trained analytical thinkers - ,
I heartily despise, and ardent Spiritualists ought really to beware of it.

Throe times the Writer asks “ L illy” if  the medium is still bound, and 
I three times lie accepts her statement as sufficient proof o f tbe fact, add 

ing, in the first instance, an expression of gratification at what he con 
siders the undoubted success of his experiment “ under severe test con 
ditions.”

Severe test conditions! W hy, tbe medium was bound in order to 
prove the truth of the appearance of “ Lilly,” yet we have “ L illy  ” 
called in to prove that the medium is bound.. Can there be a more 
transparent absurdity? I t  would not have beer, more monstrous, 
logically, to accept the Claimant’s own testimony as to the veracity of bis 
own witnesses.

I  have dwelt at 6ome length upon this subject, as I  find that Spiri 
tualists arc rather addicted to unpardonably loose arguments like the 
above, and they do their cause more barm, in the eyes o f well-wishing  
outsiders, by this than by anything else. I f  they have the wisdom which, 
as a body, I  credit them with, they will not be above taking this hint 
from one who wishes them well.

In conclusion, I  shall be glad to hear from any persons who have 
experiences to narrate or well-authenticated facts to communicate, bear 
ing upon tbe subject treated of at the commencement of this letter. I  
am anxious to gather together accounts from all parts o f the world of 
the more 6ubtle and poetical phenomena of Spiritualism, with the view  
of perhaps writing a special pamphlet on these rarer manifestations. I  

i shall therefore be glad to bear at the address below (or through Mr. 
Burns) from “ A. C. S.” and any others.

F acts  are what we want, not hasty hypotheses.— I  am, dear Sir, yours 
very truly, Ge o r g e  Ba r l o w .

Sweetbriars, B ennett B a rk , B lackheath, S .E ., A pril 25th, 1874.

T H E  C O N JU E E E S A N D  SP IE IT U A L ISM .
Dear Mr. Burns,— I observe a paragraph in last week's Me dium 

speaking of the good indirectly effected by tbe conjurers in drawing 
attention to Spiritualism. There may be some truth in this, but their 
doings are doubtless the means of misleading the great mass o f the 
public, who are led to believe that what the conjurers do is an explana 
tion of the spiritual phenomena. W ho can doubt this, when such 
statements as the follow ing are paraded on every hand ? Here is a 
specimen from an advertisement in the G ra ph ic :— “ L ight and dark 
seances, in which the most extraordinary manifestations arc produced, 
thoroughly exposing and completely outdoing the illusions attributed by 
spiritualistic humbugs to supernatural aid.”

F or my part, I  cannot conceive bow the London Spiritualists allow  
these men to continue n ight after n ight unmolested. I  feel sure if  I 
lived in London I  should devise some plan to put their pretensions to 
the test, coute qui coute.

I may observe, as bearing out tbe statement of the Me dium that 
Spiritualism is benefited indirectly by the conjurers, that it was in 
consequence of Maskelyne and Cooke being at Brighton and Eastbourne 
last autumn I  was induced to engage Dr. Sexton to give bis exposition 
of the conjurers in both these towns. This was followed by Dr. Monck. 
Mrs. Tappan, and Mr. M orse; and the subject has been kept alive iu 
the newspapers ever since, and at the present time, I  believe, there are 
very few in these parts who have not beard som ething o f Spiritualism . 
— I remain, yours faithfully, E o e e r t  Co o pe r .

Eastbourne.

M E . F E A Y E R ’S M E D IU M S H IP .
M r. E ditor,— In  your last week’s issue you have an account of a 

seance w ith Mr. Fenver. I  can confirm all that is there stated, and  
much greater manifestations through his m ediumship. “ Chow-Chow, 
spoken of, stated at m y circles some weeks previously that be was chic! 
of a band of jugglers, and has several times given us a specimen of their 
performances— throwing a number o f balls, knives. Ac. (which m y  
little  one of seven years can see), and last, though not least, the butterfly 
performance, which is m ost amusing. Several of my sitters have also  
been influenced by him, and if  I  were to give a detailed account it w ould  
fill a page of the Me dium. H e is now advanced, and the perform ances 
are discontinued, the manifestations at my circle having raised him  in  
spirit-life. The tests through Mr. F . are very accurate, and no doubt 
bo is a wonderful medium. I f  1 bad published tbe history o f  his 
developm ent you would have been satiated with the wonders that have 
taken place at mv residence. Mr. F- has been developed at m y circle ; 
be commenced sitting Nov. 2l>tb, 1872, and has sat regularly w ith  us 
weekly ever since.

i f  any of your readers wish to make inquiries, or to communicate 
with Air. F., they can do su uy writing to me, and 1 shall be most, 
happy to give any information. J. Ma y x x k d .

103, Bisson Grove, A. IF.

Ha s t ing s .— Wo bear that arrangements are being made for M i. 
Burns to lecture on Spiritualism  at the M usic II",11 on Friday overhm , 
May S.

H ai. tox ,  near Hastings, says a correspondent o f  the East boo-,. 
Chronicle, has been much disturbed o f late bv tbe appearance of a sheeted  
ghost. The writer asks for “ half-a-dozen energetic nolioemon" to n lk v  
the perturbed spirit and scatter tbe crowds o f  hostile id lers w ho I hr o r -  
the village to do battle w ith the ghostly  visitant.
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•‘•"•ipfdi*11
E D U C A T IO N A L  A N D  P R A C T IC A L  S P IR IT U A L IS M .
N ow  is tho ago o f School-boards and educational appliances. 

T he schoolm aster is abroad in ovory direction. T he nation has tit 
last decided in favour of culture. Tho young are no longer to  be 
allowed to grow up in uncouth ignorance. A ll are agreed as to 
the necessity for Education. G reat difference o f  opinion prevails 
as to w hat shall bo taught, and in w h at manner. In  som e districts 
tho unanimous resolution to educate all and sundry, paradoxical as 
it  may seem , has brought not peace, but a sword. Ono party de 
mands secular education, w h ile  an opposing faction as strenuously  
bids in favour of an adm ixture of the religious elem ent. B u t w h ile  
the one side m ay, to a certain ex ten t, agree as to  w h at m ay he 
detiued secular education, there is great divergence o f  opinion  
am ongst the religious in respect to  w h at shall constitu te th e  them e  
of study. A  dozen denom inations have as m any diverse v iew s o f  
religion. Their object is to make good Catholics, Episcopalians, 
Unitarians, B aptists, &c., w h ile  the secular party are am bitious to  
develop clever artists, skilful m echanics, and shrew d m erchants. 
T he wonder is that none o f them  ever th ou gh t o f developing by 
their educational m achinery a true man or wom an. T he cause of 
this oversight may possibly bo traced to  the fact that m an is  an 
enigm a to himsolf, alm ost inscrutable. l i e  know s n ot w h at h e is 
nor how  best to fulfil his destiny.

On this educational battle-field  Spiritualists cannot afford to look  
w ith  indifference. Education, to  be salutary and effective, m ust 
be based upon th e  nature o f Alan. Spiritualists assum e to  know  
more of man than the rest o f hum anity do, and they  ought to  be 
able to impart som e useful h ints on h is educational developm ent. 
T he old idea w as to  thrash and threaten into the m em ory o f the  
pupil as many extracts from hooks as tim e and cerebral capacity 
w ould permit. That system  has been a failure, th e  m ost h igh ly  
accom plished, according to its standard, being frequently the m ost 
helpless objects in society, w h ile  the more giftecl students have  
been oftentim es characterised by a degree of moral obliquity in  
Comparison w ith  w hich  ignorant sim plicity seem s angelic.

W hat, then , is to  bo done ? W e reply by putting another  
question, W h a t is man ? E ssentially  he is an in te lligence or 
spiritual principle possessed of the countless adaptations w hich  w e  
see expressed in  tho phenom ena of external life. E ach organ o f  
the body is a m aterial representation of a spiritual principle, 
w hich  in  turn is an expression of universal la w ; and to ensure 
the happiness of the individual, each function m ust act in  harmony 
w ith  the law  to w hich  it  is related. H erein is the w h ole problem  
o f ed u ca tion ; be natural, ho healthy. A  man m ay he very  
profound on technical points, and be very abnormal, unhealthy, 
unhappy, and hurtful to  society. W here are w e to begin, then  ? 
"V\ hero nature begins. The child  vegetates a t f ir s t; surround it  
w ith  hoalthful, pure conditions ; introduce it  to  normal habits, and 
vou have laid  the foundation for a sound mind in a healthy body. 
N e x t tho locom otivo apparatus com es into action, and the child  
desires to  m ove, to  act. R estlessness o f  brain as w e ll as o f lim b  
is  the unfailing characteristic of normal juvenility'. T his creates 
a desire to becom e fam iliar w ith  objective nature, and hero the  
practical education of the individual begins. B y  th e  experim ents o f  
childhood, troublesom e and tricky as they frequently are, th e  spirit 
w ith in  the youthful form struggles to  begin its  g igantic task— a 
task w hich  shall occupy it  through the com ing eternities. See that 
i t  begins fair if y'ou expect it  to go on straight. L et th e  ch ild  have 
freedom of action, opportunity for experim ent, and unfailing  
sources of information. Man does not require to have congenial 
know ledge hammered into h im  ; p lace i t  w ith in  h is reach and he 
w ill devour it  as he w ould a savoury dish w hen hungry. Tho 
education o f mankind is ju st as easy as the grow ing o f (lowers and 
fru its ; place tho mind in  congenial conditions and it  w ill educate 
itself.

T he basis o f tho system  here sketched out is  industrial. The  
lim b s learn before tho brain, f lo w  m any m en o f genius have boon 
dunces a t school, but their powers shorn; forth w ith  a ll their native  
brilliance, w hen books w ere cast aside aud practical em ploym ent 
w a s placed beforo them  ? G enius cannot exercise itse lf in reading

hooks, any fool can do that. G ive , th en , tho child  .........
to ,.x,aviso tho resources ol its nature and it  w ill n e v e r ^ t  w,«
if school

"mty
try

I lonllli aiid practical sk ill being  thus in g en u e ,|, next follow,
dustry, I lie source of w ealth , th e  hmds o f o iv ilE u j,, vh m-

................. n, and the nrot,
o f m anly independence. _ A n industrial school with it
l t d .... Is and workshops might soon become entirely self-supportii,.,
And till.-’ would g iv e  ru e  lo  another im portant feature -.-social e<W. 
cation, w h ich  i» the basis o f m orals, or, in other words, practical 
religion. Hoys and g ir ls, men and w om en together, side by 
present the on ly  condition  in  w h ich  tin s h igh  form of culture cm! 
take effect.

Thus norm ally developed  tho th irsty  m ind w o u ld . drink jn 
literary, ph ilosophical, h istor ica l and other form s ol book learning 
w ith  a. d d u ity ; and these stu d ies, strengthened  as they would b, 
I,v an experim ental kn ow led ge o f  nature and of science, would 
have im effect oil the m ind w h ich  cannot be dreamed of from the 
present cram m ing system . W ith  a mind, th u s fortified, all sort-, of 
billies, good, bad, and indiflerent m ig h t he read w ith  impunity. 
There w ould he an end lo  a ll tw a d d le  as to w h a t hour of the day 
the Bible should be read in sch oo ls, or w h a t part should be omitted. 
'I'he natural, hea lthy , v igorous y o u n g  m in d  w ould  only read that 
w hich its norm al in tu ition s required, or reject w ith  disgust matter 
w hich  w hen  read w as n o t found w o rth y  o f approval.

B u t w h a t dogm as w ould  you teach  respecting; God, the spirit- 
w orld, and the fu tu re?  W o u ld  you  n o t desire that the child 
should inherit your op in ion s?  C erta in ly  n o t, an ym ore than we 
desire tho tooth less ch ild  to furnish  its  sm ooth  gum s with our 
decayed stum ps. G od has g iven  m an a ll th a t is necessary for hi* 
individual career, in dependent o f  an yon e. E very  man must view 
truth  from h is ow n standpoin t, and u n less w e  w an t to prolong the 
reign o f ly in g  and hypocrisy , w e  m u st n ot dare to engraft our 
opinions on th e  ch ild -m ind . T h o  G iver  o f  a ll w ill in due course 
g iv e  opinions to  th e  ch ild  on in d iv id u a l conduct, spiritual relation? 
and divine ex isten ce . Jt is ’ th e  grossest infringem ent of personal 
liberty for us to  thrust our op in ions on th e  young. This is the one 
great ev il perpetuated in  th e  ed u ca tion  o f  th e  present time. Each 
youthful character is  stu d iou sly  m ou ld ed  to  th e  m en ta l i mage of some 
affected schoolm istress, con ceited  p ed an t, or superstitious priest. 
W h a t w onder is  it  th a t m en and w om en  sh ou ld  he so scarce in the 
w orld ! T hey  are all c lip p ed  and tr im m ed  in to  fantastic pattern- 
like shrubs in  a D u tch  garden. I t  is  considered  rude or uncouth 
to be one’s self, but to sh in e  is  to  ape th e  crow d, who ape some 
form er crowd, but not o re  nor all o f th em  know  w hy. God the 
gardener w ill see  th a t  a lt h itfpliuits th r iv e , R ower, and fruit properly 
after its  land if  w e w ill on ly  be so w ise  as to a llow  each the con 
d itions necessary'for th a t in d iv id u a l w ork , f t  is the function of 
Spiritualism  as a science to  step  in  and p lead  for these the moA 
sacred rights o f  hu m an ity . N ay , n o t p lead  for them , but provide 
the m eans to  ensure to a ll th e ir  h ea v en -b esto w ed  due. The prin 
ciple of ju stic e  dem ands it , and, th a t adhered  to , honesty in all the 
affairs o f life w ill surely  fo llow .

T his is our introduction  to  a w ork  w h ich  w e hope will Me.-; 
m illions. N um erous sou ls are on th e  h e ig h ts  o f  expectation, 
looking forw ard to th e  d aw n in g  of a n ew  d ay  in  w hich  tho divine 
energies w h ich  h ave been  b estow ed  on m an m ay be prepared for 
th e  developm ent o f  th e  in d iv id u a l and th e  w elfare  o f society.

M R S; T A P P  A N  A T  B R A D F O R D .
Our friends in  the W est R id in g  generally' take the lead in all 

grand enterprises for tho prom otion  o f  Sp iritua lism . They have 
been the first to in v ite  Airs. Tappan to th e  N orth . T his courageous 
act has fallen upon th e  com m ittee  at B radford, w ho have made 
arrangem ents for Mrs. Tappan to  d e liv er  tw o  orations in the 
A lechanics’ In stitu te  on T uesday, Alay th e  5 th , and Thursday, May 
the 7tli. T he hall is one o f th e  grandest in the country, and 
Airs. Tappan being an orator w orth y  of it , w e  hope it w ill be filled 
by Sp iritualists and inquirers. AVe tru st our W e st R iding friends 
w ill gather around their Bradford brethren , and m ake Airs. Tappan? 
v is it a m em orable success. T he particu lars m ay he found in out 
colum n devoted  to appointm ents.

AIRS. C O R A  L . A'. T A P P  A N ’S  IN S P IR A T IO N A L  
D IS C O U R S E S .

T he C om m ittee, encouraged by  th e  support g iven  to their former 
course, have m uch pleasure in  an n ouncing  th a t they have made 
arrangem ents for tho d elivery  o f  a further course of six lectures, 
extend ing  from tho 6 th  o f  A pril to  th e  17th  o f Alay, to be held at 
C leveland I la l l  as heretofore, at 7 p .m ., Sunday' evenings. Tickets 
for the reserved benches w ill  be 1 2s. each  for th e  course, and for 
the chairs Os. each for tho course. A p p lica tion s for tickets to be 
m ade to Airs. H on eyw ood , 52, W a rw ick  Square, enclosing pod- 
office orders. T he C om m ittee hope th a t som e friends o f the move 
m ent w ill  feel d isposed  to  assist by forw arding sm all donations at 
th e  sam e tim e. S in g le  tick ets  o f adm ission , or tickets for the 
course, can be purchased a t th e  doors. A  large portion of the hall 
is reserved for th e  free adm ission  o f  inquirers and the general public.

Next week we hope to give Dr. Sexton’s oration on “Man as a 
Spiritual Being,” recently delivered at Camden Town.

AIhs. Ta it a x  lectured at Camden Town on Tuesday evening to a 
very moderate audience. The promoter nt the meetings in that, district 
has therefore further involved himself by his late, effort. Mrs. Tappan’s 
discourse of Tuesday ovonitig will also appear in our columns. It was 

I worthy of a much larger audience.
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WOULD A K N O W L E D G E  OF T H E  SPIR IT -W O R L D  BE  
A D V A N TA G E O U S TO M AN?

A correspondent raises the following subject for discussion:__“ L
appears to me that our destiny on earth does not admit of our having 

clear knowledge of a future life; for. if  it, were so. our sublunary 
existence would undergo such a change that civilisation, such as it is, ! 
would be upset, as our energies and activity would luck one of the ■ 
spurs that lead on to new triumphs. W e would, in fact, feel great { 
indifference to our present existence if we were sure that somethin^ ! 
better were in storo for us beyond the grave, and the grave would , 
become our ‘Eldorado,’ the wished-for goal wbioh we would necessarily 
endeavour to reach by a short cut.”

As our views are solicited, wo give them. Man is, by the laws of 1 
his constitution, attached to the conditions of mortal life in such a ! 
manner that it is absolutely impossible for him to forget them in j 
preference to something in the future. For instance, no promise, nor i 
even certainty, of feasting in the spirit-world at some future lime would 
cause a hungry man to forego a good dinner of the ordinary kind. I 
This simple comparison extends into all tho relations of life, mul j 
proves to a demonstration that even if man were capib'e of knowing 
the glories of spiritual life, it would not turn his head against I lie I 
duties and privileges of earthly existence. Man’s relations to his 
physical surroundings, however, are purely a matter of magnetic 
attraction, and were bis attractions turned aside from their tendency7 
towards mundane conditions to the spiritual stale by some powerful 
spiritual cause, then man's connection with physical existence might 
become interrupted, and, as a consequence, tho individual might become 
disgusted with life or comm it suicide. This, however, would not bo 
the result of a knowledge o f the conditions of the spirit-world, but of an 
influence acting upon the human will, inverting its action by dis 
connecting him with his physical condition, and relating him to 
spiritual states. Indeed, we would rather presume that a knowledge of the 
spiritual future would lead men to enjoy earth-life more intensely than 
they do at present, by admonishing them in respect to the duties and 
obligations which devolve upon them in  this present world. W ith a 
knowledge of the spiritual state would also come a consciousness of the 
important fact that our misery or beatitudes in the future depend 
directly upon our conduct in the present. This indeed is the great 
moral power of Spiritualism. The rappings indicating spiritual action, 
and tests of continued identity after this life  is ended, are only the 
alphabet of that higher teaching w hich conveys to the minds of those 
on earth the varied conditions in which humanity exists in the spirit- 
world, and the actions on earth which prepared for these varied 
spiritual states. Our view o f the matter is that the more we know 
of the spiritual world the better, both on its dark and its bright 
side. It is the truth w hich shall make men fr e e ; not one truth, 
nor any particular number of truths, but a ll truth. One difficulty which 
stands in the way is the inability of the human m ind to receive know 
ledge that is u d j  considerable degree removed from its present ex 
periences ; hence we are led to suppose that man’s progress spiritually  
is to be promoted more by experimental and personal development than 
by revelation. So-called revelations have been the spiritual curse of 
humanity. By giving them undue prominence mankind have had sup 
plied to them subjects o f  contemplation so far beyond their experience 
that it was impossible for them to decide whether the so-called revela 
tions were genuine or spurious. T he antidote to all this has ever been 
education and a practical acquaintance with those facts nearest to the 
actual standpoint of human development. This counterbalancing in  
fluence to the superstitions engendered by so-called revelation is known 
at the present day as M aterialism. W ith  Spiritualists this form of 
thought has too frequently been made a subject for obloquy and 
denunciation. B ut there is not the slightest antagonism between 
Materialism and Spiritualism when properly understood, or, we 
may say, understood at all. M aterialism is indeed revelation of 
the most positive kind. I t  is the aggregate of demonstrated human 
experience, and the absolute w ill of God in the realm of w hich  
it treats. Knowledge of the material universe in no way con 
tradicts what is being made known from day to day of the spiri 
tual universe; nor is there the slightest pretext on the part of the 
investigators o f material laws for assuming that the condition of ex 
istence with which they are acquainted is the sutn total of all possible 
existence. Had it  not been for the solid basis which Materialism has ! 
given to the human intellect, modern Spiritualism would have been an j 
impossibility. Had it not been for the light and freedom which modern : 
science has given civilisation, the modern phenomena would have been j 
relegated to the limbo of ancient witchcraft ; and, instead of a new 
science based on the relations which the human spirit bears to the phe 
nomenal sphere, the promoters of the phenomena would have been j 
tortured, condemned, and burned, as so many have been in times not j 
long past. A ll praise, then, to M aterialism, both in its scientific form j 
and in its rigidly mundane sentiments. Many o f  our Spiritualists j 
would be better if  they knew a little  more of it. At the same time throw , 
open wide the gates o f the spirit-world, draw up the curtain which con- j 
reals man from his destiny, as far as ho is cupable of perceiving it, 1 
either by the eye of the intellect, the perceptive power of intuition, or 
the clairvoyant faculty. Let the child of earth probe into the mysteries 
of spirit-life, and gather therefrom those grander facts respecting his 
mission, which w ill sanctify every act of his life on earth.

R e c e iv e d  on account of the Sunday Service D eb t;— Mr. Hamilton, 
JC'Z; B. H . S., 2 s.; M iss Kislingbury. 10s.; Phrenological Seance, 
£1 Os. Od.; Mr. Cheney, Is.

Mas. D i c k i n s o n  desires her friends and patients to know that she 
will remain in  London only for a few days longer. She intends leaving 
for Liverpool on May 11, where she w ill tarry for a few days, previous 1 
to departing for America. Those who require her assistance should  
call on her as soon as possible.

We have in preparation a carefully executed fa c s im ile  of writing 
done by Mr. Jeucken's baby under sp irit influence. This is one of th e  . 
most extraordinary instances o f mccliumship on record, and, as wo are | 
in a position to publish with it  ample attestation of its genuineness, it 
becomes a fact oi great importance. It is .probable that wo shall give 
this article and illustration next week. !

ON THE AltT OF PROMOTING s p i r i t u a l i s m .
Spiritualism is so novel in principle, and so directly opposed 

to the notions current in society, that it is not to be wondered at 
that it. should he misunderstood in many respects. T h e  Spiritualism  
recognised by the public is a very different thing from that which  
is known to Spiritualists themselves. One by one the ideas ol 
investigators become revolutionised. Notions respecting the “ law s 
of nature” give way for the recognition of the new phenomena. 
Theological beliefs pass into the shade, and the brighter lig h t of 
spiritual truth illum ines the mind. Conduct which could anciently he 
atoned for by creedal observances is now abandoned w ith disgust, and 
higher forms of action regulate the conduct of men towards each 
other, This is a slow  process, and is only partially accomplished 
in the most prominent instances.

There is one particular connection in which the new methods 
of Spiritualism arc; but imperfectly realised. It has been oftentimes 
remarked that this new movement lias been promoted by a means 
peculiar to itself. The old-fashioned agencies of college education, 
pulpit eloquence, printing-press diffusion, and personal application 
have been, in the case of Spiritualism, superseded by an unseen 
and irresistible influence w hich has directly exercised an over 
powering sway over the convictions of m illions of human beings. 
Though this he the leading characteristic of Spiritualism, yet it 
eagerly avails itself of the usual mundane agencies for the diffusion 
of knowledge. These are, however, second in degree, and to be 
successful m ust he employed under the direction of that tutseen 
power w ith  which, the spiritual movement lirst originated. Thus 
the practical working of Spiritualism is carried on in a manner 
peculiar to itself, and very few  of the friends of the movement 
seem to understand it. The laborious process of deliberative 
assemblies ransacking their concentrated wisdom for successful 
plans whereby to conduct lectures, seances, and conventions on 
a wholesale principle, has resulted in futility  and disaster. The 
successful promoters of public administrations have not been self- 
elected bodies, w ho deliberate upon and plan the means to he 
adopted, hut oftentim es single individuals, who, under the inspira 
tion of their spirit-guides, by their adaptation to the work, have 
been enabled to exercise mediumship which moved the whole 
civilised  world ; promote publications w ithout financial aid, which  
the strongest and richest publishing association would have been 
powerless to effec t; have convened monster meetings which have 
commanded the attention of empires, and indeed carried on the 
w hole work o f Spiritualism  as a social movement ; w hile man- 
elected bodies have hung upon the work like a dreadful nightmare, 
or, by their fo lly , have held the question up to the ridicule o f the 
world.

B y  following in the old beaten track of societies, committees, 
and professional lecturers, the friends of Spiritualism, in almost 
every part o f the country, have saddled them selves w ith  disappoint 
m ent and heavy financial responsibilities. H ow  often do we hear 
of a lew  struggling Spiritualists, who, in a short time, by their own 
special exertions, have brought the subject of Spiritualism before 
dozens or hundreds of their fellow-townsm en ? Elated w ith their 
success, they have resolved on treating the public w ith a lecture on 
Spiritualism  by some distinguished advocate. The hall is accord 
ingly taken, arrangements are made, the lecture comes offj and a 
few  dozen people attend, and go away very much more out of 
favour w ith  Spiritualism than when they came. The committee 
of workers are disappointed. They are £•>, £10 , £ lo ,  or £ 2 0  out of 
pocket; and Spiritualism  is either extinguished, or for months or 
years remains a dead letter in  the district. Many of our readers 
can recognise this as a picture of their own experience. W by 
does th is disaster ensue ? Because the means used are contrary to 
tho genius of Spiritualism. Platform  teachers, normal and trance 
speakers, are not obnoxious to Spiritualism by any means, but, ere 
th ey  can he usefully employed, certain preliminary work must be 
successfully accomplished. The still, sm all voice of conviction 
speaks to a man most powerfully when he is all alone w ith himselt 
and the truth under investigation. The conclusions at which he 
may arrive are a private and personal matter, into which he does 
not desire any foreign eye to intrude. H e thus receives his first 
impressions o f Spiritualism by a peculiar process which occurs in 
his own mind, and w ith  w hich no other person can interfere, unless 
it  be to interrupt the good work. H aving thus gained som e ground 
for confidence, the investigator is in a position to unite w ith  others 
in the em ployment o f mediums, or in attending lectures, and using 
other means for the investigation and diffusion of a partially recog 
nised truth. In short, the psychical laws, w hich are so inexorable 
in the .spirit-circle, m ust be regarded in all m ental operations. It  
is said spirits cannot manifest in a large and prom iscuous audience, 
because of the absence o f favourable conditions. These depend on 
mental harmony, w hich cannot be attained am ongst so many 
minds. Conviction o f truth is itse lf a spiritual process, and it  
would bo folly to expect minds foreign to a subject to he influenced 
by the truth o f it  under conditions unfavourable for ordinary 
spiritual manifestations. From  tho disregard and neglect bestowed  
on these psychical law s o f mind, m uch m oney and effort are con 
tinually being thrown away in the attem pt to promote Spiritualism  
and other m ovements. I t  is the old story o f  tho sower w ho w en t  
forth to sow, and wasted good seed bv allow ing it to fall into  
unprepared soil.
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A N  A P O L O G Y  F O P  T U F  T A I iL K .
Mr. Joseph C a rtw r ig h t o f  I’nekharn in w r itin g  a course o f  mod. 

interesting le tters on “ .Spix-i(.uoJi-m in th e  / tcDunjinii 1 m lr /ifa d i'ii/. 
Here is an ex tract from  on e o f  th em  :

Some time ago, an 1 was panning, through the medium of a railway 
carriage. from London to Sullurli, J found inya'ifl in company with ;, 
clergyman o( the trim Anglican type, anil ol a very umiahle and eonver- 
Biii mnal deporl inen l. W e uuningi-d I o k< 'p  up a ii v i ly go- ip lor in any 
miles; and while pa ring along thal henutil'nl piece ol country that In 
un I he wr el aide ol the Iv. e, we Ion nil on r v l  vi i wai ml y d ; ,earring tli1’ liiei m 
ofSpiritualism. A lthough I wil l at thal linn a novice, lulling on tin 
lowest form of the .Spiritual Academy, conlenl lo liol.cn to those who 
had attained the highest neat in that wonderful school, I was not flic 
lew energetic in objecting lo  what I considered the defective argument* 
of my companion -the clergym an. ■ D o yon mean lo fell me,'’ raid be. 
dial the spirits cornrnunicato to men through the medium of such a 
paltry thing a« a "table?" “ S ir,’' 1 replied, "your philosophy is Ind ; 
but your ingratitude to the <liver o f all good is worse. 'I lie laid', w by 
no means a paltry thing. Ah a work o f Clod it is us marvellous a five 
feet and a half o f human clay, and as a subm issive agent of the divine 
will more holy, inasmuch as it never sinned against its Maker, and 
never rebelled against the hand that designed if lo  exist under certain 
conditions.” '■ VVbut, Sir?" exclaimed my astonished interrogator, “ Lo, j 
you say this o f a fable ?" “ Yes, Sir, o f a table." 1 replied, “ That table I 
was once a living testim ony o f Clods Jove to man. Ill stretched out its arms ; 
lo the morning sun, i l le a v e - , sipped I he on rly dew, and through an almost 
infinite number of minute tubes and discs it. sucked up the delicious j 
nourishment that d istilled  itself' from thousands ol syphons of golden  
ruo'1:. Deep into the m rlh  pierced the ramifications o f its gigantic 
roots: and high above a ll its transparent foliage sang, wiili the morning 
•-ars, its grateful hym ns o f joy. D o you  call that meanness, .Sir?
.But .Mr. Hewett would say, answ ering for the clergym an, 11 D ivine f roth 
requires rio such aid." I f  by “ D iv in e tr u th ” Mr. H ew ett means the 
written word o f God, I  w ill show  him that that word is produced by 
means as disreputable as the table, if  not m ore so; and if  my evidence 
on that point is too offensive to m inds that dream am ong the beati 
tudes of their own feverish notions o f the book, it. is not my fault, but 
more tbe fault o f thoughtless and ill-digest ed conclusions. J.t is neces 
sary for my purpose that I produce a picture ami ask M r. H ew ett to 
look into it well, and see if  it  does not illustrate a grave and im portant 
tact—a fact that must upset his hasty though pious postulation. Ho pull 
up the curtain; tu rn o n  the lig h t; and you  shall “ sec what you shall 

The first th in g !  ask you to observe is the interior o f a gin-palace.

I M R . M fjftSK ’l
ifi-/K'.i o n d w i k e . Sunday, .May

2-:;!)■ (;V‘ nillX ill.
! la.Eli-; W'ctlni 'lay, Ma y bib.
! M a !,c i / l  - i e h . Hininii y. May 1

Mnrninif at- M; 1-veiling at
at H. \1 uii' h 1, ’1.<‘r and dir.l r

i O eniu i. Hutifluy, Miay 17th,
! Liv e  it rDDL .':I May " l- i.
j Bi iiv, S h ih I’i y, A Hi,*- 7tb.
J Nr. we a 1 ML A HIM; 1 11 )l
, Da k i .i i (OTO-i, lilSIlOl* A 1 eei. t ii,

(ll.A or>w. Ju ly  2 0 ! Ii,
| S a i .IIII' August 1. ith.
1 Mr. Morse may be a/hlrei- e<

G"e-ii Street, Lew-die

M 1 iH K i.e v k - will eleliver an ;
Road, M ilo End, on Monday e

I o’clock.
• Mas. Bi'U.O'i. is giving a c .

Co-operative H all. Afternoon a'.

wjciety’e pri v«1 e m  nee 
IOHi. 'lemperance lliill, f.borjtoti, 
7. Monday, I Kb, same p lace; evening  
(el, during rest o f ' i,e we- t

BlJ'.MI'.OIIA :•!.

■jI next ivi-i-k i-.ii-i; o Mr-, Coekei . 17

com/m nee
I W.r i:

af seven

mornings at.
; o f  ( ranee add re -es on .Sunday 

oclock , af the 'J emperance H all, W eir’s .Passage,eleven 
Homer’s Town.

Mu. Hr.r.:-r. has left. Brighton, and i. on ins way north. T he Brighton
papers contain long accounts of a seance held at the re-id'-noe 
Marthese.

Mr.

Address Mrs 'J appan,

Tbe central figure of the picture is a wretched-looking woman, blotched  
in her features, and scantily clothed. T he weather is biting and gnaws 
■ 'j the bone; and yet the spare piece o f shaw l on her shoulders has 
scarcely the stoutness o f a gruel strainer. See! she has passed into the  
street; arid, under that d irty  and flimsy shaw l, she has secreted a pewter 
pot that she has purloined. She is on her road to a marine store dealer, 
where she w ill dispose o f  that pew ter pot and buy more gin with, the 
money. On another part o f the picture is a d irty  form o f m oving  
poverty and rags called a man ; there is the w olf look in h is eyes; and  
hp is picking rags from a d ust heap to se ll at the same mart, for old rags. 
Near to him is passing a d ishonest servan t-m aid ; she has stolen  
some of her mistress’s wearing apparel, and she has torn them  into rags;

Mr u T a i -i-a s  will give two orations at the M echanics’ I: -.‘if .v-. Brad 
ford, on Tuesday, May 5th, and Thursday, May 7th. Doors open i 
seven. Chair to be taken at half-past seven. 1 11 
</'■), Great R ussell Street, London, W.C.

Hr. J o h n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n . W e hear that Mr. 
phrenological entertainment, for the benefit o f the funds of this socle’v, 
on Thursday evening, May 21. The annual m eeting will he h'-ld on 
the follow ing Thursday evening, May 2d.

M r. K ershaw  (O ldham ; thinks .Spiritualists in the various towns 
should be written to for their views of the picnic and what assistance 
they can render. T he official announcements in the M r.ijic.i have 
already done that work, arid it now remains for ail who are interested 
to address the Secretary, Mr. John Davidson, lo , Kensington, Liverpool.

H a u k a x . Mr. J . Blackburn w ill occupy the platform on Sunday, 
M ay .“. Our anniversary w ill take place on May 10, when M rs. Scatter- 
good o f Bradford w ill deliver addresses -afternoon at half-past two. 
evening at six o’clock.— C. Apw-evako, Secretary, Bsychological .Society. 
H a ll o f  F rw dorn, L vd vr  Lane, A pril 27, IS74.

H k c k mo .v i j w ik e . - Mr. D ent reports that Mr. .Jeffreys, a lecturer 
from London, recently gave a discourse in Heckrnondwike in opposition 
to the doctrines o f tbe secularist party, none of whom offered any d e  
fence of their principles. Mr. Morse’s meetings on May .“ are being 
w ell advertised. T hey w ill take place in tbe Co-operative ffail, at 
half-past two and half-past six o’clock.

M A se m m K it .— On M ay 10 Mr. J. J. M orse w ill deliver two 
I disourses iri the Temperance H all, Grosvenor Street, afternoon at half-

and she too is on the sam e path to the rag-shot, to se ll her p lu n d e r ^  j ;tnf  evening at half-past six ; admission, front seats, 0d. «»cb ; 
- -   - • -- ' - • back seats, da. each. At the e.o-.e ot the atternoon service tea wilt besat'r.fy her unlawful lust for m oney. And all the stolen pew ter in that 

rag-shop, and all the stolen rags there are about to be manufactured, the 
one into type, and the other into paper, whereon shall he printed, and 
is often printed, the “ written W ord  o f God.'” And there, on another 
jnrt of the picture, are seen consum ptive and ill-paid workpeople who 
f-,J r and sorrow am ong the various branches o f labour required to pro- 

th:s book. And how  many m ore pictures have we hanging  behind 
’ )k  but space will not allow  the exhibition Surely the table as an 
article of manufacture, is as respectable as the B ook! And, if  the spirit 
cm act through the m edium  o f one, I  see no reason why it  could not 
operate though the agency o f  the other. I f  men o f debauched minds, 
fugues and murderers of dom estic happiness, have assum ed the office 
of tbe ministry— and we know they have— and have been made very 
useful in the conversion of sinners, and, by their eloquence and flow of

L . A. 1 ............... 1-  * 1 • A /1 ______ __ 4.1 A .    « B  _ 1 . 1  * . . . 1 1  .  1  1

provided for all who choose to remain, for the small sum of Od. each. 
Also, Mr. M orse w ill again address us in the same room on Tuesday 
evening, May 12, at eight o’clock, admission as a b o v e— R . F i n  ox.

M R . B E  A L E S’S M E D IU M S H IP .
Dear Mr. B urns,— I was glad to find in the M e d i i / . i o f the 17,h inst. 

an account o f an experim ental sitting at the Spiritual Institution with 
Mr. Joseph Beales, a new ’physical medium. H e is one who deserves 
encouragement. J have had the pleasure o f  being present at two 
seances when he has been present as the medium, and I have reason to 
assert, from ray experiences o f physical mediumship with others, that, 
perhaps at present affording a wide field for yet. further developm ent,

thought, have exhibited a power that cannot be bred or acquired by art; and ! bis powers are o f such an order that lie may shortly become one of 
if these men have been spoken of as men largely  gifted w ith  tbe powers of • our m ost popular and most useful physical mediums.  ̂ t
;bs Holy Spirit, surely tbe table that sins not is not an objectionable
medium by which a few sounds or flashes o f thought from  spirits that are 
•'-til loving us and watching over us may evidence their love to  our 
inisiH, and excite us to further exertions and prayerfulness for those 
larger spirit-com m unications w hich the sons o f men, through their 
devotion to material things, have stifled out.

We forget that two great events that, have, as far as“ thought is con-

On the first occasion I had the- privilege of attending one of his 
m eetings, now som e m onths ago, and before he went to America, I 
was invited, with Mr. Charnpernowne, to attend at the residence of the 
m edium ’s father, at W eybridge. On th is occasion spirit-lights were 
produced for the first tim e through Mr. Beales’s rnediumistic power. 
The second tim e I  had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Beales was at the 
residence of Mr. Bradish, in this town. There were fourteen or more

lerned, almost repeopled the world with an ew  race o f human beings, had ! then present, many o f whom had never witnessed physical maniie=tations 
for their origin circumstance-; as hum ble as the com m encem ent of i bJ spirits on the other side, and some of whom were even sceptical, 
•Spiritualism. I allude to Judaism  ami Christianity. One received iis ; yet a ll were h ighly delighted with the convincing proofs given. H ands 
first manifestations from a w ayside bush, and the other from a manger, j Wf;re jo ined  round the circle, yet the musical instruments, w hilst the 
Although it  does not fo llow  that because these tw o sprung out o f such 1 medium was bound to his chair, were floated round the room, and 
bumble means anything else that is bumble w ill produce the like results, i touching those who sat even at the end of the room furthest removed  
it does follow that tbe argum ent o f  meanness does not tell against the ] frotn bhe medium.

Many present were also touched by spirit bands, and sp irit voices 
were heard nearly all the evening in animated conversation with the  
sitters.

I was also touched by the

table; arid it is therefore possible that; a great revival or restoration of 
the sign-that should follow  belief may date itself from the action o f a 
table.

T H E  N E W  MTSSJON.
To the Editor. — Dear Hi • — AN ill you kindly receive subscriptions for j 

A Worn'Mi :i Mi nioH lo ! " I-allcu -. Or /  j. wrote you last week, and j 
shall he thankful for help. Our of the vilcnt haunts of th is city I can i 
gat her them to-morrow and find shclu  r for them , but I need help for j 
travellirirr expenses and tem porary m eeting place.- . I  know 1 shall not 
plead in vain.— Yours faithfully, E.

I y j  (,,.„ds rny li t with a subscription of 10s.
27th Aprib F-7L

A H. B. detirc-'i to co-operate w ith “ E . : in the work (imposed in last . 
*( k' ,\ftW " '- All such replies are useless w ithout the real name and 
sridrirsof the writer.

small, delicate fingers o f a  ch ild , w hilst at 
the same tim e a childish voice said, “ H ow  do you do, Mr. R ussell ? 
Don’t  you recollect m e? I was at Mrs. H olin ess when you were, once 
th e r e .  My name is ‘ Ruric.’ Good night ! ’ '1 lus is correct, for the first, 
and, I think, the only time. I had the great privilege of a silting with 
Mrs. Holmes, a child-spirit, calling herself “ lio s ie ,” manifested most 
interestingly.

But a peculiar feature in tb- mediumship o f  Mr. B- aJ< s i - that neither 
time-, (jlace, nor any of the u-ual “ condit ions ” .-c<-ni to nfi /'t in ;:nv 
way the sp irit-power displayed in hi presence. This, of course, is of 
great importance with a public medium, and is a rare quality which I 
would most earnestly invite the public at large to experim ent upon in 
availing themselves oi the valuable gifts o f our newly-known friend, 
Mr. Joseph Beales.— Yours faithfully , IIf.ixi-y S RrsSBt t

K inf/yton-on-Th/im ea , 20th April, 1874.
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IM PO R T A N T  N E W  D ISC O V E R IE S.
To the E ditor.— Sir,— " H o that knoweth and doeth ” is our disciple. 

A  rear has passed since I wrote two or three letters in H um an H ulun', 
on the vital importance of separating the ohatT I'rom the corn in 
Spiritualism , and taking positive notion in developing and carrying for 
ward a very im portant discovery and invention, thus enabling the 
Spiritualists to dem onstrate to the world, in a practical fashion, that 
they held in their hands a power capable o f dealing with lire on a scale 
that had never been contem plated by man in the past history of the 
world. O f course it was much easier to lilt tables and attend to spirit- 
rapping than to put a shoulder to the wheel to help carry on the work 
w hich was so calculated to produce a revolution in the mind of man, 
and enable him  for the first time to show physiologically that he is the 
outgrowth of a spiritual principle, which may be traced, link by link, 
down to the atomic law. Numerous im portant matters have turned up 
during our investigation o f this subject, each calculated to awaken 
w ithin the minds of thinking men a consciousness of the largo Held 
entirely unexplored in the realms of chemistry and mechanics, super 
seding formula in many brandies o f chemistry, and producing a new 
gas which we may breathe, containing 17 per cent, o f carbonic acid, 82 
per cent, o f nitrogen, with traces of free oxygen. These gases may be 
made at. the rate of from Pd. to Is. per 1,000 cubic feet, the machinery 
required for utilising such gases for domestic purposes being of a 
sim ple and inexpensive character. This discovery w ill give employment 
to many thousands of engineers, at the same time directing their atten 
tion to some o f the sim ple laws of chemistry. W e already know several 
important purposes to which these gases may be im mediately applied : 
1st, extinguishing fir e ; 2nd, making a new drink for the people, free 
from adulteration, which may be flavoured to suit every palate, and 
which, taken in its sim ple form, w ill combat and cure the most deadly 
fevers and numerous other diseases. These gases w ill likewise preserve fish, 
fruit, and other domestic requirements, and when charged at lo t)lb s. on 
the square inch with 1 ot water and 10 o f  gas are invaluable in 
neutralising hydrogen and carbonic acid in the coal pits, and may be 
im m ediately available in the workings by being stowed away in  storo 
chambers holding from 100 to 050 gallons each. W e shall be prepared 
immediately to let licences to engineers and manufacturers who may feel 
disposed to work this invention. Therefore there need be no more 
quibble about the capabilities o f Spiritualists to do som ething prac 
tically for the world, at the same tim e toppling over and discarding a 
good deal o f scientific twnddle. I  may state we intend form ing a Scientific 
Com m ittee at the Spiritual Institution for im m ediately carrying out 
this invention, and placing the same before the world. Other im portant 
matters w ill shortly be brought before the committee, all of a sound, 
practical character.— I  am, Sir, yours truly, T. A.

P .S .— I  hope the numerous splendid orations that have been delivered 
by Airs. Tappan w ill awaken the drowsy Spiritualists into some kind of 
liv ing action. They have been to me ns a treasure of great price, and I  
trust they w ill not fail in effecting the results they are so w ell calculated  
to produce, but tend to free the people from their present disposition to 
waste o f time over political dead horse.

SCRIPTURAL AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM.
For some time At. Cooper, of Eastbourne, has been carrying on 

a well-maintained combat on Spiritualism with the Rev. TV. 
Barker in the local newspapers. We quote part of one of Mr. 
Cooper's rejoinders, which appeared recently in the E a s t b o u r n e  
Chronicle:—

As I  do not appear to have satisfied Mr. Barker with respect to the 
question of conditions, I  propose to say a few more words on this sub 
ject. In  m y last, to show that even Christ was not independent of 
conditions. I  alluded fo the statement that on one occasion he “ could  
not perform any m ighty works because of their unbelief.'’ Mr. Barker 
says that in  M atthew  the words arc, “ he did not,” which, he says, 
“ makes a ll the difference.” But in Mark (vi. chap. 5th verse) the words 
are, " he could not.” W hich, then, are we to take? W hy, like honest 
men. that which suits our purpose best. W hen quibbling of this kind is 
resorted to. a want o f argum ent is apparent, and reminds one of the 
legal anecdote, " N o case, abuse the p laintiff’s counsel.” Mr. Barker's 
plea that it is not necessary to attend to conditions in the m atter of 
exercising spirit-power, is perhaps the m ost unreasonable position ever a 
man assumed. V  e find throughout, nature that everything is condi 
tioned ; that tlie power of God in creation, the human mind included, 
is regulated by definite laws ; otherwise there could be no such thing as 
science, nor would there be a governing Providence, but everything 
would be bap-hazard and chance, and the universe would become what 
the atheist would presume it to be. W e find it even maintained by the 
most orthodox that Jesus was h im self subjected to all the infirmities of 
human life. H e  was hungry ; ho suffered pain, sorrow, grief. H e was 
actuated by affection, and lie had to struggle w ith a ll the conditions 
that surround mankind. This state was even carried to his spiritual 
works. In  one place he could do no m ighty works because of their un 
belief, and it was essential that the faith of the afHicted should assist to 
make them whole. T he act o f healing, then, depended apparently as 
much upon the condition o f the patient us the power of the great healer. 
Jesus in this respect was like the other prophets. D aniel fasted, and 
otherwise conditioned h is physical body, before he had the wonderful 
visions narrated in the 20th  chapter o f D aniel. That human instru 
m entality was employed as w ell as “ means,” to effect the purposes of 
God as recorded in  the B ible, is very evident, Moses struck the rock 
before the water flowed. Naanian had to bathe a certain number of 
tim es in  a  particular river in order to be cured of h is leprosy. Christ 
m ade clay and placed it in the eyes of the blind in order that his sight, 
m ight bo restored. B ut why enumerate more ? The position is granted 
th at the exercise o f spirit-power requires conditions; and Spiritualism, 
as a science, is the attem pt to discover, by experiment, these conditions, 
and thus enable mankind to avail them selves more o f the power of the 
sp ir it in d eriving good from a relation to the spirit-world, and also to 
sh ield  man from evils which the spirit-world may inflict upon him  w ith  
ou t his being conscious ol it. Mr. Barker's apparent ridicule o f the 
conditions detailed in the S p ir itu a lis ts ’ A lm a n a ck  is on a piano with 
th at o f any ignorant fisherman or navvy who would laugh at the ph ilo  
sophical definitions o f Professor Tyndall, or require his experim ents to

be performed irrespective of the conditions upon which their succW 
! depended.
1 I f  Mr. Barker, as an educated man and teacher of the people, can 
I thus so ogregiously belie the testim ony of Scripture, the teachings ot- 
| science, and the dictates of common sense, what must we think of the 
! great muss who are presumed to be even inferior to him in mental en- 
: dowment? B ut this is not a ll;  the satire which Mr. Barker attempts 
j to level at the conditions for spiritual phenomenon betray, not so much 

mere ignorance as an attem pt to gain his position by means which are 
neither logical nor fair.

.Ire we to im ply, then, that ignorance, inanity, and dishonesty are the 
! characterist ics of tho reverend opposers o f Spiritualism  ? If so, there j8 
[ no wonder that society is anxious to esenpe from the thraldom of such 
I intellectual bondage, and discover the laws o f man’s spiritual nature for 
j themselves.

Mr. Barker speaks of the feeble comparisons which I “ attempt to 
establish between the effects o f the modern seances and the grand old 
miracles o f the Scriptures.” M y main object was to show that they had 
charnel eristics in common. There is no doubt that the manifestations 
given by the spirit-world are suited to the age and people to which ther 
are given. This is essentially a m aterialistic age. Materialism is the 
canker-worm of the present day, and infects, not only' science, but even 
universities and churches, and its deadly influence is visible everywhere. 
To counteract this tire spiritual m anifestations of the present are per 
mitted, and eminently are they suited to the purpose. As Air. IV. 
H ow itt has observed, Arc these who play tricks and (ling about instru 
ments spirits from heaven? Can God really send such? Yes, God 
sends them to touch us this, if  nothing m ore— that H e has servants of 
till grades and tastes ready to do a ll kinds o f work, and He has sent what 
you call low and harlequin spirits to a low  and very sensual age. Had 
he sent anything higher it would have gone right over the heads of their 
audience. As it is, nine-tenths cannot take in what they see."

Mr. Barker thinks it is not the kind of Spiritualism  to " check the 
influence of men like the late Strauss, or Renan, or any other quibbler 
against tho B ible.” The strength of their teaching lay in their ignoring 
tlie spiritual element, and thereby reducing the Bible to the level of 
any other book. W hat course, then, is so w ell calculated to neutralise 
the effect of their teachings as actual dem onstration of spiritual power 
and action. I  maintain, that, one spiritual fact, in whatever shape it 
presents itself, is of more value towards restoring the authority of the 
Bible, the recognition of the spiritual nature of man, and the belief in 
human immortality, than whole tom es o f  literature or reiterated sermons 
from the twenty thousand pulpits that exist in  the laud.

The discussion has now  been brought to a termination. Air. 
Cooper has given to the public m uch interesting matter on Spiri 
tualism, but has not been able to e lic it  from his reverend antagonist 
anything higher than the priestly banter w ith  w hich that gentle 
man characterised the lecture out of w h ich  the discussion arose.

J. H .— Spiritualists possess no special immunity' from deception or 
falsehood, either in their peculiar inquiries or in  other respects. Pro 
tection from these evils can only be afforded by an increase of know 
ledge aud moral purity. Such is, however, a slow  process, which in 
stead o f labouring diligently in it, m any m inds are more inclined to pin 
their faith to the nostrums o f quacks.

Ain. John D avidsox  (4 5 , K ensington, L iverpool.) desires us to pub 
lish his letter, to which we alluded last week. That is impossible, as 
it has been destroyed, with hundreds of others received since then, 
and which we pass aside as soon as we have done with them. Our 
correspondent fears t.he readers of the Medium m ight think the re 
marks in the paragraph associated w ith  h is name were contained in 
bis letter. I f  there should be any m isunderstanding possible oil that 
point, we are anxious to see it removed, that w e may receive the credit 
of pointing out facts which ought to be in the possession of the 
spiritual public. W e are not in the service o f any clique, and are tree 
to do duty to truth.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  has been printed on a post card and seut to some 
Spiritualists:— “ Spiritualistic.”— Tho Second Series of Public Aleetings 
at Gower Street and elsewhere, takes place in the Autumn. The discur 
sive energies shown in Spiritualistic m atters during the past few months 
render the earlier delivery of the Series unnecessary. W e rejoice that 
the F irst Series was so useful, though not even tw enty shillings had to 
bo subscribed. AYe regret that the ‘ cam p-follow ers' o f Spiritualism 
are going about with begging caps for subscriptions and donations. AVa 
recommend that a deaf ear be given to applications. W hen Autumn 
comes, a combined m ovem ent w orthy of Spiritualism  may be made. 
Then purses may be unclasped. In the m eantime, arrangements are 
maturing without the aid o f eithor subscriptions or donations. We 
need not be more explicit.— J. E n mo r e  J o n e s , E nm orc P ark . S.E .”

“ W o o d b i n e  Y i l l a  ” thinks it w ould be a good test if  an inspirational 
medium like Airs. Tappan had her ears stopped w hile the subject for 
discourse was being given out, in w hich case the spirits alono would 
hear the subject announced, and not. the m edium  herself. This proposal 
assumes that spirits have power to hear w hat we say, independently of 
the organism o f a m edium. This is a position  which our corres 
pondent should, in the first place, take the trouble to prove before he 
builds a theory upon it. W e deny that a sp irit can hear audible 
sounds, unless it be provided with m aterial auditory apparatus. Spirits 
do not know our thoughts by hearing us speak, but by coining cn 
rapport w ith our minds. I f  we be not mediuraistio, then the spirit 
cannot do so; hence, in speaking to a sp irit it is necessary that the 
impression be made upon t.bc brain of som e person with whom the 
spirit can come en rapport. In the case of Air. M orse it is necessary 
tlmt the spirit hear the question through his organism, though tho 
medium to  quite unconscious o f  the fact him self. W o have, however, 
observed numerous instances in which spirits have spoken through Air. 
Aforee upon questions w hich they perceived in tho minds of their 
audience, these m inds being open to tho observation of tho controlling 
spirit. T he phenomenon o f answ ering m ental questions is quite 
familiar to all investigators o f  Spiritualism , in which cases the medium 
cannot possibly hear tiro question proposed. W o recommend •• Wood 
bine V i l la ” to form a circle, and get. a little  practical information oil 
tho subject, w hich w ill drive tho sceptical nonsense out of his head 
much faster than the absurd experim ent he proposes.
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