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Lesson: Matthew xii.

INvocaTION,

0 Thou infinite Spirit! Thou Life and Light whose name men
¢all God! who in the past and in the future art the same Spirit of
Light named Jehovah! Thou who art the Life of all children
beneath the sun, of all spirits that fill space, of all worlds that re-
spond to Thy laws!
aspire to Thy perfection! We would seek more knowledge; we
would strive to have more goodness; we would wish o encompass
Thy universe even as Thou dost! O Thou ineffable Soul, we turn
to Thee with thanksgiving and with praise! We will lay upon
the shrine of Thy life all our offerings. DBehold where the morn-
ing sun sheds its rich splendowrs of radiance and light upon the
earth !—hehold where the flowers uplift their sweet heads in re-
sponse to light I—the birds are vocal with myriad songs of praise;
and the sounds of the mountain are full of thanksgiving! The
waves echo the praise of light; and all Nature leaps up to greet
the spirit of Thy being. Man, endowed with intelligence, fraught
with an immortal soul, would praise Thee in voice and song, in
thoughts and deeds far transcending the loveliness of the flowers
or the sound of the forest trees. Shall he not sing of Thee, of Thy
light, of that perpetual and undying life that is within his soul?
Shall he not sing of that peace—that perfect peace that is born of
the Spirit of Thy love? Shall he not sing to Thee, even in the
midst of his sorrows, seeing that the Spirit of Thy life doth shine
even in the midst of darkness? Let us twrn to Thee even through
sorrow! Shall he not sing to Thee in life, fraught as life is with
the myriad blessings wherein Thou hast revealed Thy presence and
love? Shall he not sing to Thee in death, when death is the
messenger that opens wider the gateway to eternal life, and reveals
to the endless spirit everlasting progression where the soul
for ever mounts higher and still higher in the pathways
of knowledge ? O blessed life that is called death! out of the
winter of sorrow, out of the night of darkness and the desolation
of material things, the spirit wings its flight through knowledge
and loye and immortality ; up even for evermore, cleaving space
with the wings of thought, and mounting nearer and nearer to
Thee. Bs Thou with us! O Thou Perfection, let us aspire to
Thee! Be Thy ministering spirits our angels and attendants! Be

ine immortal light our everlasting hope. Amen.

The charge has so often been brought against Spiritualism and
against the manifestations of spiritual gifts that they are of Satanic
origin, that we consider there need be some answer, not that the
value of the charie is in itself specifically great, but that it meets the
aceusation brought upon it in the teaching of the Master, whose les-
#on has been vead, that the house called spiritual if divided against
iteelf cannot surely stand. The unanimous voice in Christendom
from the first appearance of modern Spiritualism has been that it
isof Satan. The general cry against all forms of manifestations
‘has been, not that they are untrue, not that the facts do not take
- place, but that each have originated with evil influences; forgetting
that not only did Jesus promise to his followers and to all who
~ believed in him that the same wonders should follow, but that it was
the same cry in those days among the Jews, among the Pharisees,
among the Gentiles ; and that every visitation of the Spirit in

agen{as been so denounced until time has allowed the seeds

v, and the fruits of the ripening prove that they were of the

Thou supreme and perfect Intelligence, we'

tualism are Satanic in their origin is because they are new. Every
new thing under the sun is from Satan according to ecclesiastical
authority. Every new thing under the sun is humbug according
to the Secular theory. So that, what with the seientific mind on
the one hand saying that it is impossible thess things can take

lace, and according to the Church upon the other that it is Satanic,
1t would he very difficult for the inquiring mind to judge ; since the
investigator of any new truth does not wish to stop his inquiries
into its origin, but first find out if it be true, when he can pro-
nounce upon the merits of the case. You will generally find that these
denunciations oceur ywith those persons who have not taken the
trouble to investigate. You will generally find that those who are
most ignorant of a subject presume to know most of it, and that
they do not stop to judge of its various advantages to man, nor try
the spirits to see what manner they are of. But, forsooth, because
these manifestations do occur they are therefore of Satan.

The history of Satan is singular, if we take him literally and
absolutely ; and it would be a most interesting study, if it had not
been so ably and positively done before for us, to point out that
that singular personality has passed through every variety of trans-
formation, and that its origin is so doubtful and dubious asto
create strong doubts relative to his existence as a personage, as well
as to his identity. It may be well to mention a few points
connected with his history, to show that the personage upon whom
theology has fastened the good deeds of mankind is in reality no
such evil being as they would have us believe, and that, if he
has really been the promoter and originator of all the things that
are ascribed to him, he is the chiefest angel of light in the calendar
and in the science of history.

‘We are told that under his influence and auspices learning first

o chief reason for asserting that the manifestations of Spiri-

appeared in the world ; that, in the mysterious caves and under
tlI:e influence of astrology, the ancient sorcerers first found out the
rinciples of alchemy, and it was believed they were in league with
ﬁis Satanic majesty, and that the “black art” was, in its infancy,
closely and distinctly connected with the science of ancient alchemy,
now known as chemistry. It was believed that those astronomical
tables held sacred in times past because they could not be exposed
to the gaze of the vulgar masses—it was believed that they had
their origin, and every mathematical problem was wrought out, by
his instrumentality. Lucifer, the son of the morning, is distinetly
traced to the astronomical tables of the ancient Mithraic philo-
sophy ; and in Egyptian lore we find the same signs of the Zodiac
that are now regarded as a perfect science of astronomical calcula-
tions. We are obliged to trace our Satan, not to the spiritual
personage referred to, but to the sign of the Dragon, into which
the sun enters when entering the winter solstice, and with whom
he fought a desperate struggle, and afterwards came out in the
spring-time free and pure. We are obliged to trace his existence
to these symbols or forms and signs that among the Egyptians were
worshipped, not as symbolical of death, but of life, For, singularly
enough, the Serpent with the ancient Egyptians represented immor-
tality and not death ; and, singularly enough, the Serpent was worshi
ped among them as the symbol of goodness and not of evil. We have
only to go to the traditions that were afterwards incorporated to
show that wherever any step in learning or wisdom has been taken,
there it has been alleged it was caused by the powers of darkness.
So it was believed of what the ancient Hebrews called the revela-
tions from Jehovah; so it was believed of the ancient Egyptians,
whose Osiris _represent_ed the Infinite Mind, and Isis repx"esented
theearth; so it was believed of those reforms of the far eastern coun-
tries whoss powers of divination were direct gifts or forces from
the Divine Mind.
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l;“t l'lliUﬂy, ﬂnll \\'i[hllll[ l‘__’"()inl_:‘ I'ﬂ('l\ o hunihpn natiou_q or tra-
ditimmry mythology, we find in (he middie ages, and sinco l]l_U
duwn of the ("'ill‘i-‘ﬂii‘l" era, every invention |°‘(l(‘|[|;|(u(l {O henelit
mankind, or enlarge the sphere of human kuowledge, hag IN'-'H.
denouneed as domoniae, 'I‘Lo printing-press was an invention (:1‘
Satan, and was denouneed most invetorstely by the (‘hurch, until
at last it fought its way theough canenical ostracizm, and has
hecome the chief engine of education and philosaphy ia mml“;m
days. The invention of the wmariner’s compass was kopt .‘il'l'l'('(:.‘”l'
long vears, because of the fear of the Church. The art of naviga-
tion was pronounced an invention against the Most Iligh, and
those who dared to think of discovering a new continent were
regarded as being in league with Satan. These, however, have
wone on, and one by one they have been admitted within the pale
of the Church; one by one has the Church enfolded them, and
winting is chiefly employed in promulgating the doctrines of that
},‘h:n‘ch which t‘unm-rlv denounced it as an invention of the Satanie
mind. The same has heen the caso with the steam-engine, the
telegraph, and various other modern inventions. 1t does not require
@ great stretch of memory or reading to know that these in turn
have suceessively been denounced, and have been obliged to fight
their way through the prejudices of scientific bigots on the one
hand, and ecclesiastical bizots on the other. That same system
and organisation which in times past rebuked the Master for teach-
ing upon the Sabbath-day, has entered into every department of
advanced life until each subject of human inquiry is prosg¢ribed
until t can no longer be proscribed.

[t is said, therefove, that Spiritualism is an invention of Safan.
[t has been so said of every modern seience. But even if it had
not been so alleged, Spiritualism, it is said, stands outside the pale
of science, and presumes to enterthe region of spirit or of religion.
No man dare say what subject stands outside the pale of seience.
Science has no finality, The realm of mind is an unexplored and |
undiscovered region, and if it perchance extend into the world of |
spirits, there is nothing in science that shall deny it and refuse to
wive it welcome and credit. On the other hand, if it belong solely
to the region of spirit, what institution, what body of people are
so interested in knowing it as the Church itself ?

For nineteen hundred years has the Christian Church fought the
battles of its existence; for nineteen hundred years nearly has it,
through fire, through warfare, through contention, promulgated its
relizion and tenets abroad in the world; for nineteen hundred
wyears it has elaimed existence in the hearts of men, aud since the
tirst or second centuries of its existence what has it had to build
up the spiritual power or the element of spiritual strength claimed
for its existence ? We shall see. The gifts that Jesus had, and
that his disciples practised, were promised to those who should
believe. The stuhent has to search, carefully and critically,
within the recognised pale of the Christian Chureh and its history,
for authorised and distinctive evidenge of the power that is within.
Such instances have existed, but chiefly in obscure places, and
among those not recognised as canonical representations of the
Church itself. In all Christian lands beneath the sun the gifts of
the spirit are to-day proscribed within the pale of the Church. No
teacher stands up within the temples of God and says, “Comse and
be healed.,” The blind are not made to see ; the deaf are not made
to hear; there are no gifts of tongues, no interpretation of tongues;
there are none that are asked to be healed by the spirit and power
of the faith they possess.

Why is this? TIf these signs shall surely follow them that
believe, where is the belief within Christendom ? If upon the
faith in the power and fervour of Christ’s love and of his existence
these gifis shall surely come, where are they to be found ?  And if
Spiritualism, re-awakening those gifts that have so long lain dor-
mant within the human mind and within the human form, does
restore, does gives sight to the blind, does heal the sick, does cast
out the demons of discord and contention and overcome the fear of
death, then is it not the same evidence that you were commanded to
accept and believe, and that you do believe existed in ancient
days? But the barrenness and paucity of spiritual gifts to the
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' is divine and perfect. You cannot deny it.

! called good if the thousand hands of toil that
"worn mind ; if the thonsand inventions that release ny;
| thraldom of physicnl labour; if the many tons of -
that go out with every day from the printing-press, .
lodwo and advanced thought to the world : if the Jj.
senwer that conveys to a distance words of love and
your hearts, if all the intricate machinery and wires (),
nations of the wlobe together, civilising the disgant
supprossing slavery, conquering with their manifold
strongth the mighty impulses of the earth ;—if {hege !
where then shall weo look for that which 1s goad # 4y if o e,
sabd, Spirvitualism is to he ('1:1:4.\.(!(.1 with .l-lu-s(-, then supely j( 1
among the companionship of the mighty agencies {
civilised the world ; then 1t belongs to the mighty hos
angels of knowledge and information that have cast th
and benign influences over the desert places of the earth
the wilderness blossom of the rose.
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striving against the narow sopluams of materialism and, a;-_fm'n;tl

that bigotry that does not choose to turn its gaze inward, hy( only
outward in its readings of past revelations.  There can }q n'}
meaning to the Seriptures other than that they may he spirilu:{]‘
Thera can he no meaning to the words written and recorded e
having been uttered by the Mastor, the Teacher of Chyistendoy, ilf
thev are not spiritual. There can be no meaning to the wmu]:.,,;
Jesus wrought unless they are spivitual. There can be no T
to the promises given to man when he was about to leave his e,
ciples unless they referrved to the actual spiritual gifts. There ey
be no meaning to faith and prayer and good works, to the uplifting
of the heart of man towards spiritual inspiration and power, unles;
it means that they are to be given. There can be no memning
all the sounds of prayer and voices of thanksgiving that go oy
from your world to-day unless in return a spiritual fervour is
awakened and spiritual gifts arve called into being. Do we sing tl
hymn of praise ? Do we speak words of thanksgiving? Do we

believe with all our minds and thoughts to uplift our being to the
spiritual world and yet give no token of it? And if there be no
token given—if in all the world aside from Spiritualism there L

no gifts of the spirit, is there not need that from some source of
power aside from the usually-received form of worship there shall

spring the divine gift, and the perfect fervour of spiritual in-

spiration to quicken those dormant faculties and stir anew th

slumbering force of spirituality ? :

The world has ceased to expeet. Mankind has groped so longin

the darkness of material worship, that they fain would be satisfied

with that which does not nourish and sustain the soul. While the

slowly-encroaching waves of materialism have swept, one after

another, the landmarks of theological life away from mankind, the

slowly-encroaching tide of material science has taken, one after

‘another, the foundations of the ecclesiastical Church itself: and the

various worshipping bodies in all Christendom ery out, “Why has
God forsaken us?” There is no need to answer. When spiritual life
has not been cultivated; when the gifts of the Spirit have not been
studied ; when the messengers of God’s life and love have not
been cowrted ; when the inspiration and power of the Spirit have
been denied ; when, in all institutions of learning, and in all schools
of theological education men have been taught from the letter
and not from the spirit of inspiration; when the schools have thus,
with contradiction and intel';])olation, striven universally, one
against another ; and when, in the midst of all this contention and
dissension the world has been left void, blanlk, lifeless—iwithout a
spirit, and almost without a God.

‘When there can exist in ecclesiastical England such a man as
Colenso, who dare burst the barriers of tradition ; when there exist
such a class of thinkers and such materialists as Charles Brad-
laugh and his followers; when the cross of religious and ecclesias-
tical powex that has been sown reaps such a harvest of infidelity
and unbelief as now pervades the highest literature in the land;
and when John Stuart Mill could take his school from the very

world has caused humanity to cease to expect those gifts; and
whenever one does come, it must run the gauntlet of denunciation
until it fastens itself upon the human understanding and becomes
-in the world an established fact.

‘We are not surprised that the scientific man, intent upon the
pursuit and discovery of truth, should have been compelled to
strile against the ecclesiastical bondage that condemns every new
truth that would benefit mankind. We are not surprised at the
contention and dissension of the Church itself, when mere forms
are made the subjects of debate, and when long litigations are ex-
perienced within the Church itself upon the mere letter, or reading
of the letter of the law, while all the powers and graces of the
spirit itself, and the loving-kindness that Christ taught, have been
left without the sanctuary, that the priests and doctors of divinity
might discover which especial law was believed or taught in ancient

foundation and alphabet of the thinkers of ngland, it proves to
what an extent spiituality is needed, and to what an extent the
intellect of the nineteenth century has built itself up against the
power of spirituality. When Strauss in Germany can, not only
while he lives, but can carry to his grave the thoughts of a vast
minority of thinking men in enlightened Germany and England, it
proves what a mighty tide of materialism is fast taking away the
sandy (fhore upon which the material edifice of Church existence is
rounded.
R Nothing but the spiritual power—the absolute revelation of the
existence of that power; the building up of the laws upon which
it is founded ; the expression of its presence among mankind ; its
tendency to lead and sway and govern the masses; its absolute
and abiding force as an element of life ;—mothing but this can
reveal the meaning of spirituality, and show to the Church itself

days.

Satan does heal the sick ; if he does cast out devils; if he
really restores the blind ; if he gives the gifts of the spirit, the
_speaking of tongues; if he reveal to you visions of the heveafter,

sgowing the angel-friends of yowr early days and your earthly life
that have gone out from your midst; points out the spiritual realms
to your understandings ; robs you of the fear of death; takes away
. the sting and power of death from your lives ;—if he do all this,
and if he have invented the steam-engine, the printing-press, the
telegraph, the various engines of industry and assistance to man,

the revelations upon which it is founded. The materialist man of
letters daves deny the records and facts of inspiration, and say,
with bold effrontery: “All these things have not the usual evi-
dences of contemporaneous history,” and defies the Church to
explain the various points that are doubtful, and bring them
clearly and triumphantly to the foreground : and then, when the
Church does not, and cannot do it, falls back upon the dull material-
ism of sense, saying: “If these things were true, and if they had
been true, why are they not true to-day ?” The answer to that
question is undeniably found in the evidences of spiritual ex-

then Satan is an angel of light and not of darkuess, and his power

istence that are manifest to-day. The answer to that question is
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o world, in the fact that scientific men have so proven it, and
it very far to answer the great doubt and inquiry of the nine-
*'o'th contury ; while the fact that the Chureh itsolf denies the
"’en'festutions of to-day, goes very far to prove that spirituality is
: { power that is wanted in the very heart and life of ‘the

7 i element of 7S L o
hd Wl of its advocates and teachers, But if hjm‘ltuulmm is
0 not choose

reh, : ;
("]"; to "ontend with the mere quibbles of those who
Ve gate, and is for ever to meet with the same questions that

[ L
“'llnof.:)l; ever be answered, why, then it may not at once take
“'mc.vjunt strides in the world as people could require ; for each
ind, and each new inquirer, comes forward with the same
" iions, and the teachers in Spiritualism are obliged to answer
QU pabes as they appear, while those that are further
';‘:,,,-_cd got no new light whatsoever. The truth is, people arve
X {'.wcusmmod to think, are not accustomod to read, are not aceus-
po ‘.([ to Jmow what isin the world. In spiritnal matters their
""m.;,m- is the clergyman, the authorised one who holds their souls
.‘;J]:.m\ping. To think upon subjects connected with the spirit is
"I\,i within the province of the usual education of mankind ; hence
oIl this doubting.
" here is an abiding terror, a sort of fear that has taken hold of
\kind concerning spiritual intelligences and spivitual beings, that
yomight aswell answer now tlm‘t the fears and doubts that held you
.‘mln-nl!cd may 1)9 set at rest. The same power that peg-mlts of evil
liuences, or of evil influences to approach humanity, has also
ol of the good; and the same doorway of spiritual intelli-
wnces whereby the undeveloped spirit can approach and infiuence
juman life, open into the region of angelic and pure spirits. Once
admit the influence to be spiritual, and you leave mankind
e to judge (:t: the nature and manner of the spirit-forces working
gpon them. The only argument or stronghold, the only absolute
groof ageinst it is that which doubts its existence. Once finding
shat to be false, the human mind must judge if any man can tell
(ou that that is evil which works out in your lives, in your belief,
iy vour intelligence, in your actions, the influences of goodness.
Yo man can malke you believe, whatever his asseverations, that the
power is evil that releases you from the thraldom of the senses,
that awakens in you aspirations towards goodness, that performs
ta you the deeds and words and promises of life, and that reveals
aully, consciously, and undeniably the future existence. That can-
pot be evil that, sowing the seeds of gooduess, brings forth the
flawers of hope, of aspiration, of prayer, of good deeds and loving
words ; that cannot be evil that, awakening man from the lethargy
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to the world. The angels in the starry abodes, the spirits on
wings of merey, the souls of your loved ones, made free through
death and grown strongey in the air of love that they breathe in
their spiritual ahodes—they beckon to you, call out with the yoices
of their spirits, spoak to you with whisperings of love, wreathe
around you the flowers of their immortal life, and ask if, with all
your strivings and with all your searchings, you will not turn to
the spirit, that same spirvit that sworks oul In your midst the ways

of life and love and immortality ?

This poem was given at the close—
To-night as the angels of love hend near,
What message of hape do they bring 7
What token to show that. their presence is here ?
What song do their spirit-lips ging ?

Behold as they gather in this silent room,
Bach one of the loyed lyc have known,
Tach one crowding round with some message of peace,

Tach spirit that ye thought had flown.

There is one a mother has mowned through long years,
A sweel: babe that went oul from your hewrt,

Whose soddad grave you have bathed with your te s,
And have said each morn, when the dart

OF the pain eamne: <My child, it is gone,

And I am alone, all alone.”

Behold now with finy white hands.

Entwining the flowers of peace,
That your babe, mid the angelic bands.

Has just gathered—your mourning shall cease—
You would know that the child

White daisies !
They grow there so wild

Would gather first daisies !

On all the bright plains of love,

The realm there of beauty above ;

No hand bids them stay, and no voice—

But the breath of pure love doth rejoice.

White daisies grow brightest above,

As your own hearts can prove.

And there is a girl whose bright brilliant blue eyes
Enlivened your life with her smile ;

Behold now what tokens she brings,
That from strife shall beguile you the while.

Violets! She has loved them on earth best—
Violets that grow on the cool mossy bank ;

Behold where the sweet flowers of heaven rest.

of materialism, reveals the undying soul, and points out the various

stages of progress to kmowledge, whereby the spirit is made glad

aad free from the thraldom of the senses; that cannot be evil
that, in ifs influence and general tendency over mankind, points tb

2 }l&igher and better standard than the average of human life

fo-aay.

The same test that for ever makes the golden rule the highest
standard of human action makes also the existence of the spirit
itself the highest aspiration of humanity ; and that which prompts
to an immortal existence, so also prompts to the highest state
of existence that it is possible for humanity to attain, and
wsturally points to good deeds and pure thoughts as the means of
attaining that highest state.

We have no fears of this argument. It belongs to that
aategory of darkness and superstition that the advanced thought of
this age has for ever exterminated. It is powerless so far as its
influence upon mankind is concerned, the real Satan being that
imorance that bars the doorway of knowledge, that selfishness
that prevents mankind from doing good to his fellow-being.
Surely this Satan holds sway in the world. We lmow that he is
throad. 'We know that corruption and selfishness hold in their
thraldom the human heart. We know that in all the places of
human pride and human folly, the chigfest and supremest battle is
fought hetween man’s selfishness and his charity. We know this;
but above this, and beyond its influence, and superior to its deter-
mining power, the angels of aspiration and goodness, the sight and
delight 1n those things that are true, the revelation of the higher

mafure through which the human spirit prompts to loftier

endeavour. And no aspiration is devoidP of its fruition, but brings
ifsanswer and its response .in the ministering angels that hover

- aver the earth to-day, and are alive to the keen agonies of human
tulfering that everywhere abound around pale-faced folly and

‘materialism, this thraldom and selfishness, this abiding terror, this

‘@yetlasting fear that is upon mankind. )

Fear nothing worse than yourselves—than that selfishness that

in every corner of the human mind, which raises up before

eils of doubt and suspicion, puts on masks of envy and
ved, hurls out invectives against its fellow-beings, and makes the
orld a battle-field instead of a paradise ; eauses Christian men to
their Christian brothers, and women to hurl shafts of envy

glander. This evil, this Satan is in your midst. But that
that high sense of life, and that very potent presence and
er of the angel of love, that spirit wihich is the messenger of
will not this remove the clods of selfishness? and while

on angel presence, will not your thought be uplifted, and
g)r a higher and holier impulse than that which

She has gathered them there fresh and dank,
Over there by the river of life.

And there is the form of the motler,

Who loved you through all those long years
Ere you knew of the eare and the sorrow and fears
That: she suffered and wepf for you.

Now again watehing still as before

From your prison, you look up and say :

“ Mother, what token to prove

That your presence is here, that you lave 7’
And she brings you the rose-buds of" life,
White roses she loved best when heve.
Behold how they blossom. with never a thorn
To tear tender palms; they are worn

On the bosoms of angels. whose love

Has grown white in the realms there above,

Then your father comes too with branches of palm,
Of the tree of that life where he lives;
And behold he doth wave it with its healing balm,
And with feryour that evermore gives
You strength all your trials to bear.
Oftentimes are your thonghts well aware -
Phat a hand has been stretched out in some hidden way
To save you. You might have fallen on that darkest day

If he had not, loving, been there.

Then there be those whose souls are made
In all love and all purity clear, :

Whom you seldom darve think of, they have such control
To sway you and move you, and ever are dear

With the love that must ever endure.

Behold with white lilies these yvirgins of peace

That early in life have found their release.” -

Through death they come with their white wings of, power,

They beacon you star-like and send you a flower

Of Iove, whose soft perfume like a silvery bell

Chimes downward, this message to tell:

“The flower we love best is the bright asphodel,

d seek
s men to hate one another ? The supreme law of love, the
it whose name, pronounced by Jesus, is held sacred and
co throughout all the angel-worlds—that love that casts
that overcomes selfishness, that wipes away hatred and
at reveals to you many of the angel-hosts; admits of no

: hate, but only peace and love and goodwill ;
nomieﬁc’m,- this zys'ghe spirit that this inspiration hrings

That blooms in the gardens of God. Ye know it tull well,
Though it hath no name on the earth,

But its spirit is peace.”
They bring you such tokens of worth

As follow your spirit’s release.

A corresronpENT writes a letter in the Eastbourne Chronicle com-
plaining of a sermon preached on Palm Sunday, in St. Saviour’s Chureh,
which he characterises as “an open and unqualified attack upon the
doctrine of the atonement.” The preacher denounced the “ popular
theology on the subject” as “ revolting and inconsistent with the love of
our heavenly Father, and worthy only of heathen ignorance and the
barbarism of the Druids.” The writer expresses himself as shocked at
such dootrine being taught at the time when *the eyes of Christendom
are fixed upon the bleeding Saviour.” There must be something very
obscure in popular theology, when it admits of such palpable contra-
dictions being entertained by its professors, :
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Froposition: * That the Doctrine of a Future Life is Unphilosophical
and Illusory.”

Mr. Foore: The Doctor set out by declaring I had not touched the
subject of Spiritualism proper. I thought our debate was divided into
two nights, hence wo met on the firat to deal with Spiritualism proper,
and on the second with the future life, and therefore I think I
was perfectly justified in not referving @n exfenso to our previous
nights’ debate. It is well, before we enter upon the argument, to revert
to one point, The Doctor said spirits were not at beck and call. A
certain trance medium dares to declara that he will go into his trance at
seven o'clock, and if that medium knows the minute when the spirits
are going to come, it looks as if the spirits were at his beck and eall.

The Doctor said that my business was to give you a thesry if his did
not thoroughly explain the phenomena, or if it was an hypothesis that
did not conform to scientitic conditiens, that it was my business to
supply another. But I submit that I had to do nothing of the kind.

It 18 quite enough for me to show that his arguments do not prove his
case. But I went further: I attempted to account for n great deal of
the phenomena; and after the theories I had propounded had explained
away & great deal, the residuum was so small, that we ought rather to
wait until seience had investigated and thrown light on the subject before
coming to any conclusion, Now it is asked of me, how do the mediums
read the thoughts of Mr. Georgo Ienry Lewes? Woell, I admit that
they would have had great difliculty in apprehending his thoughts by
simple intuition ; but as the alphabet was spelled out and was run over,
they had something to enable them to make a well-grounded inference.
When Mr, Lewes altered the manifestations, that very moment the
medium was misled. In fact, gesture, feature and voice, all furnish indi-
cations of the thoughts of the expectant person, and those indications
alone were relied on.

Now, said the Doctor, if I will insist on the scientific conditions of
an hypothesis, namely, that the cause adduced must be capable of proof
by independent evidence, there is scarcely any theory which will stand
the test of criticism, But I did not say the theory itself must be so
capable of proof; it was the cause assumed in it that I spoke of. I
instanced Mr. Darwin’s theory of the origin of species as a capital illus-
teation of my argument. Mr. Darwin assumed no new course, but one
which is admitted to be constantly in operation. It is admitted beyond
dispute that the powers of organic reproduction are such that any
species would, if unchecked, in a very short time cover the whole earth
with its progress. There consequently must ensue a struggle for exist-
ence, which mustalso result in the survival of the fittest. About the
cause or causes involved there is no dispute. The only point at issue is
whether the theory itself is scientifically warranted.

Further, the Doctor says, in my speech to-night I have introduced
various arguments and then demolished them. Well, to avoid that he
should have preceded me. It is no imputation on me that I did not
reply to arguments that were not adduced. I was obliged to take up
my half-hour in demolishing the position of those who maintain the
opposite side to mine. All you can do towards proving a negative is to
show that the contradictory positive is not substantiated by the reasons
put forth, Further it is not fair for the Doctor to charge me with
egotism.
tﬁan I do, but whether his facts are scientific facts. We were told that
Mr. George Hemry Lewes's * Philosophy of Common Life” is not an
accurate performance. I brought this work here becaunse my means will
not permit me to purchase expensive books, and this of Mr. Lewes's was
one I had on hand. But supposing Mr. Lewes were the worst reasoner
in the'world, it was not a case of reasoning I quoted to you ; it wasa
fact. A man had received an injury in his heag, and for thirteen months
was unconscious ; and if Mr. Lewes were the very worst reasoner, that
would not detract from the value of the fact. Now the Doctor very
carefully avcided the fact itself. T wish he would stick to the facts. I
hope when he rises he will give some attention to the subject, and afford
us some slight clue which will tend to the wherabouts of the soul when
the man was unconscious.

The Doctor came out with the astounding position that I could not
define matter, therefore I did not prove that matter exists—that there
is an entity matter. Bub he contends that there is an entity Spirit, that
exists after the grave has closed over it, because capable of producing
phenomena. It is a totally different position from mine, when I said
that we are compelled by a law of our intellectual constitution to allow

of some substratum. The Doctor said we only know of things by their
manifestations. Admitted. That would not only destroy the beliet in
matter, but in spirit; and if we only know of phenomena, I am quite
willing to give up my belief in that matter of which I know nothing,
and I call upon my opponent to give up his belief in spirit.
‘Tbe Doctor says, if there is anything of which we know anything at all,
it is force ; we know nothing of matter, but something of force. What do
we know of force? force which is, like matter, 8 mere expression for
something behind the phenomena? We can never penetrate beyond the
veil of phenomenon ; and the various designations of force—electricity,
mechanical foree, vitality, &c.—are so many scientific symbols which
merely express the hypotheses which scientific men use. The illustra-
tion the Doctor gave was extremely curious, He said the only thing we
know of anything is motion, that is what influences mind and produces
sensation. Suppose we take the illustration and push it to the extreme.
You have a grindstone turning round ; the veritable fact, according to
the Doctor, 18 not the grindstone, but its turning round, The primary
fact is the grindstone itself, and its motion is secondary. The motion
is not a thing, it is merely a change in place of the grindstone itself
relative to us.

Now, it is quite true that these scientific considerations which I put
forward do not prove that there is no soul; but they show that there is
no argument whatever upon which such a supposition can be based. If
we cannot, says the Doctor, denote the precise point where the soul
commences, that is no argument against the existence of the soul; no
more than it is to question where life is first found within the organism.

The question is not whether the Doctor knows more of science.

‘h\
Ay, but then my life is not an entity which is infused,
dition of organisation. Life is not a something which may be inf,
into man, but simply the performance of the functions of Lis indivi:i!
organism, It is a mere statement, says the Doctor, that the br,,in"’fl
actually the organ of mind, and that mind is a mers function of tll‘
brain, Well, I did not say so much as that; but what I do say is Lh'le
that you never zet mental manifestations without the brain, and i lolz
only put & mechanical compressing influence upon man’s brain, yoy )":au
suspend his thinking and consciousness. The Doctor also said you umn
not explain memory by materialism ; for the material of the brain i‘
constantly undergoing transformation. But are not the Doctor's feature:
almost the same now as years ago? Is the Doctor an inch taller nNow
than he was thirty years ago? Is there nota resemblance betweey B
face when young and when it bas grown older? A man may wear a goq,
for thirty years, although the matter of it is constantly undergoing trans.
formation. The peculiarity of the organism is that it is different frop
tho gand. 1f you mark upon the sand the first wave obliterates it ; by
it is the qualify of the vital organisation to assimilate, which the sing
cannof, and to continue to be the same identity though composed o
{resh matter. So with the brain : it remains the same though it is ¢op.
tinually assimilating new matter ; and the memory can, on a purel
material philosophy of things, remain the same that it has been thirty
or forty years ago.

Dr, Sextox: Our friend Mr. Foote endeayours to justify himself for
the manner in which he first put up arguments and then knocked thep
down again, on the ground that he cannot prove a negative. I ask, wa;
the proposition with which he opened the discussion to-night a negaive
one? The proposition was certainly a positive one. When did |
request him to do anything so absurd as to prove a negative? Thers
has been no reply to my statement with regard to the fact that youare
not able to explain any science, except by reference to the phenomena
presented in connection with it. As to Mr. Darwin’s theory of natural
selection, is it not singular that Mr. Foote should take as an illustra-
tion a theory about which there is a great difference of opinion, and whicl
large numbers of persons do mnot believe in, instead of quoting some
well-established scientific hypothesis about which there is no dispute?
I cited electricity and magnetism, and he, in order to escape from the
difficulty he is in, refers to a theory which is not universally believed,
even among scientific men, by a very long way. Now look into what
a position my opponent has been driven, He says he will give up
matter if I will give up spirit. Where shall we be then, in heaven's
name? If I will only give up spirit, he will relinquish matter. 8o,
between the two, you are all in a very nice predicament indeed. “You
have no souls,” he says; you have no bodies, he is wil_lipg to belle\'e.—
ergo, you do not exist at all. He is, in fact, in the position into which
every man is driven who denies spiritual existence, for the spiri
tual consciousness which man possesses is the only real knowledge that
he has, and all other information must come through that, and there.
fore if that consciousness be not a fact, the knowledge which comes
through it must be still more uncertain, and we are left without any
guide whatever. With regard to the fact that I named in reference to
memory, I hold that I am justified philosophically in eaying that we
are far more reasonable in calling matter an attribute of mind thanin
calling mind an attribute of matter, and to argue that mind can bea
function of brain is to set completely at defiance the laws that regulate
the functions of organs generally. Love, hatred, wisdom, judgment, &,
are’ clearly not properties of matter, but attributes of something
which does not belong to material existence, and we are justified in
coming to the conclusion, when we see and know and feel such
attributes as love, wisdom, and thought, that there is a something
underlying these—a substratum of spirit.. When I see the qualities
hardness, brightness, I assume a substratum which philosopbers call
matter, But there is no analogy between these qualitiecs and thos
springing from the mind. You know that brightness and hardness are
simply qualities of matter, but no one will pretend that mind is merely
a quality of the brain. My opponent has said that mind is a function
of the brain, and, as an argument in favour of this assumption, be
gives the case of a man who remained some time in a state of un-
consciousness, quoted from Mr, Lewes, but which in reality is an old
fact from Bransby Cooper, and it is very curious that this ssme old
fact has been made to do duty for the last thirty years, and it seems
that another cannot be found yet. It was first published in the Lance,
and it has turned up in every debate of this kind for the last twenty
yeaus.

Now,, my reply to the argument based upon this fact is that you do
not know that consciousness was interrupted at all, and I will tell you
wby. I hold in my band a book, one of the standard works on
physiology, called the ‘ Duality of the Mind,” by Dr. Wigan, the object
of which is to deal with a class of facts which are somewhat common,
and which haye an important bearing upon cases of this kind. These
constibute what is caﬁed double consciousness, and show that where
consciousness appeared to be suspended, it was really not suspended at
all. The following is an instance :—

‘“ But there is a state even more extraordinary than this, and which bas
been yet entirely inexplicable. No one has yet attempted even
the slightest approach to an explanation, or given a suggestion leading
toit. In one form of these attacks the individual becomes a perfect
ehild, is obliged to undertake the labour of learning again to write and
read, and passes gradually through all the usual elementary branches of
education ; makes considerable progress, and finds the task daily becoming
more and more easy, but i3 entirely unconscious of all that had taken
place in the state of health. Suddenly she is seized with a kind of fit,
or with a sleep of preternatural length and intensity, and wakes in full
possession of all the acquired knowledge which she had previously
possessed, but has no remembrance of what I would call her child-state,
and does not even recoEnise the persons or things with whom she then
became acquainted. She is emct?y as she was before the first attack, and
as if the disordered state had never formed a portion of her existence.
After the lapse of some weeks, she is again seized as before with intense
somnolency, and after a long and deep sleep, wakes up in the child-state.
She has now a perfect recollection of all that previously oceurred in that
state, resumes her tasks at the point she left off, and continues to make
progress as a person would do who was of that age and under thos
circumstances, but bas once more entirely lost all remembrance of the

it is 2 Morg con




Aprin 17, 1874,

rsons and things connected with her state of health. This alternation
reours many times, and at last b,t:oomcs the established habit of the in-
. dl.‘_idu,\l._likl_) an incurable ague.”

! This book is I'ull.o(’ cases of this kind—eases known to overy physio-
Jogisl—cases in whioh poreons, from a normal state, have passed into a
pow condition, in which ph\\y have had to learn the fuces and the names
of their ferends, everything, in fact, over again; and after having re-
ained in this state, sometimes for vears, they have passed back again
jnto tho state in which they were l}oforo the first attack. When they
pave gono oub of gluto number one into the state number two, thore has

peen no recollection of what ooourro‘d previously in tho other state,
you will find large numbers of cases of this deseription. Take another
ilustration : A man dreams a dream, b}xt has no recollection of what he
pad dreamed whon nwnkeno_ﬂ. On going to sleep again, however, the
dream is taken up at the point where it was left oft. Thero is no con-
pection between the states of dreaming and waking, yet there is between
{ho two states of drenming.

What T want you to see is this: that beeause a man does not recolleot;
whathas been happening duringa certain period of his existence, thathe was
pot necessarily unconseious during that poriod. IIis mind may havo been
a3 aotive as at any other time. All you can prove is that somothing hns
gapped the link of memory which connects ono of the states with the
other.  You seo that most clearly in somnambulism, not to speak of
Spiritualiam,  Persons in this state will go through a number of evolu-
fions, perform certain nots, write works, accomplish different results;
showing clearly, not only that there is consoiousness, but that they think
and know what they are doing. But on waking up to themselves, as
sated, they have no recollection of what has ocourred ; while those
who were there and saw them, know that there was no unconsciousness
whatover. The consciousness was as active during that period as any
other. Theso facts are abundant, and I direct my opponent’s attention
tothem. All you can prove from such cases is that the link in the
chain of memory has been broken; and for anything my opponent
knowe, the mind of the man in the one solitary casoe he has quoted might
have been in a most active stato of consciousness, but there was no
wemory to connect it with the state that went before or came after if.

Mr, Foore : I purpose ina measure to review the points of this night’s
debate. There were two propositions. I maintained fivst that the Doctor's
hypothesis did not conform to the seientifio conditions of an hypothesis.
Secondly, I said that it was his duty to-night both to give us some in-
formation about this soul and to give us some proof of its actual
enstence. I ask if he has attempted to do that in the least? What
does the Dootor say ? Ile eays, “ Why did I adduce Mr. Darwin's
theory? Why did I not take one about which there is no dispute?
Why, the very nature of an hypothesis is that it is open to dispute;

and if it were not, it would be out of the range of hypothesis.” It was
the Doctor’s business to prove his hypothesis, and show that it did con-
© form to the conditions Iaid down by Mr. Mill in his great work. The

Doctor adduced those instances of double conseionsness. A more vicious

argument could not bave been produced ; it proves my case; it cuts

exactly in the opposite direction from that intended.

George Henry Lewes bas a very good chapter on this double con-
eiousness, Mr. Lewes has a very humble opinion of his own deductions,
and gives facts from other writers, and tells his readers that the best
thing for them to do is to study and inform themselyes. “I chose to
takean illustration,” said the Doctor, *that had done work over and
over again; why whip up this dead dog?” One fact is as good as
snother. He might have dealt with that. As to this double conscious-
ness, according to my theory, it is easily to be accounted for. Con-
sionsness does not alwaysexist where mental manifestations are going on ;
and the very theory Dr. Sexton ridicules, the theory of unconseious cere-
bration, is based on the fact that there aro mental processes going on
that the person is not conscious of. Thero may be certain organs of the
brainactually performing their functions while others are not performing
theirs, but in order to have consciousness there must be the harmonious
performance of the whole of the functions of the bramn: then you have
perfect consciousness.  In sleep you way have portions of the cerebrum
quite active ; and if those portions only are working, how can you have
harmony in the concatenation of the faculties? In the Dootor's soul-
theory, what becomes of the soul while the consciousness is not perfect ?
D8 these souls take to themselves bodies in order to perform the yarious
functions of the mind ? It is quite true that the somnambulist can go
to sleep and reason and perforin other mental operations; but the soul,
if it exist, could not be o influenced, for according to all theories, the
soul is mainly the consciousness of personal identity. In the case I
mentioned there was no double consciousness, though the lips moved
when the man was hungry. There were powers going on, but con-

stiousness was altogether suspended. If the Doctor’s soul is subject to
the same transformations as the brain, and eannot act without the brain,
then it is the veriest absurdity to say that it is an independent thing,

The Doctor has given us no information about the soul. Let us see

- what the Spiritualists say. They say that the spirits divest themaselves
of this fleshy vesture, and yet appear to those who are in the flesh after-
wards, Curiously enough, these spirits have a preference for clothing.
Well, now they wear the clothes they wore during life, and Mr, Varley,
when questioned by the Dialectical Society, said: **Suppose a farmer
presents himself before your notice; he has worn certain garments
‘which have become part and parcel of his personal identity, and there-
fore, when appearing, the spirit impresses its personal identity on the
minds of the persons visited, vesture and all.” That means that the
identity is subjective. Now, some of the spirits actually have objective
identities. Thus, when a spirit appears to another porson, that person
able to feel it ; and there are cases where they have sunipped off six

8 of the spirit’s robe. Six inches of a man's identity clipped off

ono of the most extraordinary things that the world ever witnessed.

1 presumo that if all those persons who see * Katey King " get a snip
a her, ns has already been doune, she will soon be snipped out of

istence altogether, I l{o]d in my band “Tylor's Primitive Culture.”
treats of the lowest stages of human development, and he shows

1o very things done to-day by Spiritualists are done by Spiritualists

‘other parts of the world.
‘ 8, ape&oi;g of the Greenland angehok: * When he has
Pumn shile, and made all sorts of wondrous contortions, he is
kound with a thon b{ one of his pupils, his head between his
~hands lmlaiudg his back, All the lamps in the house are
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put out, and the windows darkened, for no one must seo him hold inter
courge with his spirit ; no one must move or even scrateh his head, tha
the spirit may not ba interfered with ; or, rather, says the missionary
(Cranz), that no one may cateh him at his trickery, for there is no
going up to hoaven in broad daylight,” The Siberian shamans nlaq do
similar trioks; and, in fact, few of the lower roces would be surprised
at any thing at a London seance. I might. quote to you case after caso
of such rorl’nrmnncns. witnessed by missionarics and others, in every
part of the world where a low stage of culture obtaine. The mission-
aries will not allow themselyves Lo bo outdone, and, compelled by the
compotitive spirit of the trade, they exposo for our edification the tricks
of these spiritual impostors, who profess a religion different from theirs.
The Daootor himeelf goes about exposing, as he terms it, the performance
of Maskelyne and Cook; but he fails to eee that every one blow he
gtrikes at them, ho strikes two at Spiritunlism. Those clever performers
do not profess to employ spirit aid, and therefore the tricks of the trade
might be kept behind the scenes. It is surprising, bowever, that Maske-
Iyno and Cook not ouly rival, but they even celipse the Davenport,
Brothers themselves, nnt{ they are now producing, by purely natural
ageney, vory many of those things which hnve been attributed to epirit
influence, such ns transparent luminous figures, floating arms, bands,
faces, musical instruments, and thoe like.

After allowing for phenomena which those scientific causes to which
I have in provious speeches alluded may fairly be reckoned to produce,
there remains in the spiritualistic theory and " its testimony a great mass
of peeulinr wonders.  But all those extraordinary things which contra-
veno the established laws of nature may be attributed to the easy
credulity of mankind which ever lies open to the manipulation of
Jjuggling impostors.  Upon this weakness designing persons have in all
ages traded ; the priests of all faiths have availed themselves of it to
support their dogmas and profits. But seientific progress is destined to
diminish this evil, and eventually it will be found that all actual experi-
ence testifies to these great facts, that the laws of nature are absolutely
invariable, and that it is useless to attempt to pierce beyond the
phenomenal.

Dr. Sextox : I shall not in my concluding speech follow the example
of My. Foote by using language which he has applied to me, and thoss
whom I represent. 1t is only another illustration of the counsel received
from the attorney—“If you have no case, blackguard the plaintifi's
solicitor.”  When a man stoops to abuse, it is tolerably clear proof that
his arguments aro exhausted. (There was at this point considerable
hissing, and the chairman was obliged fo rise and insist on quiet being
observed.) Tet them hiss. I say that the last few remarks of my oppo-
nent were offensive in the extreme. He proceeded to charge, if not all
Spiritualists, at least a large number of them with being tricksters and
impostors, quoting the wretched, miserable performance of Maskelyne
and Cooke, which I thought I had exposed sufliciently, and all the tricks
of whom I illustrated and explained in this very hall. The fact that
in his last speech he had to fall back upon Maskelyne and Cooke and
the Davenport Brothers, shows clearly that hisarguments were exhausted.

With regard to the question we are discussing, it is quite clear that
Mr. Foote completely misunderstood my last speech. The case 1 gave
told in his favour, he said, and not in mine, because it illustrated Dr.
Carpenter’s theory of unconseious cercbration, showing that there were
states in which there was no consciousness. It proved precisely the
reverse. I introduced it to show you that there were in reality no un-
conscious states of the brain, but that consciousness was continually
going on, although the chain of memory was broken. He said 1 had
given no proof of tho existence of spirit. 1 haye stated again and again
—and he admitted it—that there was as much proof of the existence
ol spirit as there was of matter. There is move. “The ideal always
precedes the real. There is no single sctual thing in existence that did
not first exist as an idea of the man who construeted it. Not only does
the ideal always precede the real, but the ideal is always higher than the
real, and these facts prove that the ideal is the source of the real.
There has never yet beem a man who painted a picture ever so great, or
wrote a poem ever so sublime, or composed a piece of music ever so
soul-ingpiring, but the performance failed to realise the conception in
the mind of the author; the reason being obvious. the conception
was of spiritual origin, the performance of a material chavacter.
If it be said that the conception was not spivitual, I suppose we
should have to conclude it was material. But if an idea be a mate-
rial thing, we ought to be able to subject it to the ordinary analysis that
wo apply to other forms of matter. It does not require a philosopher
to discover that ideas are not matter, and as they are not they must
spring from spirit. That is conclusive enough. y -

Now, with regard to the facts of Spiritualism itself. They are said
to depend on trickery. Do you think it is likely that such men as Mr.
Varley, the leading electrician of the day, would be likely to :\ccesﬂ.
Spiritualism if there was nothing in it but trickery? Is it probable
that Mr. Wallace, whom Darwin in his book gives eredit for being as
much the originator of the theory of natural selection as himself, could
be misled by conjuring tricks ?  Can we suppose that Robert Chambers,
Professor Hare (of Awerica), the late Robert Owen, and his son Robert
Dale Owen, were all imposed upon by trickery 2 Why, sir, this goes
upon the supposition that no Spiritualist knows anything of conjuring
tricks. There is not a man who has ever looked into the question who
will for s moment attempt to say that spiritual phenomena so-called
are produced by trickery and collusion. What is said by men who know
nothing on the subject 1s a matter of very little importanee. ‘What says
Serjeant. Cox? —a man who, oceupying the position of a judge in a
criminal court, ought to be able to form a tolerably clear opinion as to
the value of evidence. 1o says of these same spivitual manifestations:—

 Here is evidenee which, in any court of justice in the world, would
be held to be conelusive proot ol the fact asserted by the witnesses,
whose honesty and capacity nobody has questioned. 1f so palpable a
fact as the motion of an untouched table cannot be received on the
testimony of so many observers, specially charged with the duty of
noting and testing, truth in any matter must be unattainable, and
treatisos on ovidence a mockery. All the facts of science must equally
be denied, for not one of them is established by better evidence than is
this fact of motion without contact.”

Tha position I take is this, that if this testimony of persons who

have seen these phenomena is not to be accepted, thera is no testimony
in the world worth anything. The eridence that I have adduced—
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hat quoted from Mr, Crookes nlone, must be suflicient to satisfly any un-
phr:iudwed mind. Now, T have to complain, in my closing remarks,
t my twelve propositions have not heen dealt with, | gave thess
propositions because 1 thought, and still think, thet they demonstrated
what [ wanted to ﬁ““’"“, you they have not been so much as touched
by my opponent. They will, however, go to the world in priot, and we
shall see whether there \s anyoue who can refuts them ( iterruption.) Iv
does seem strange that freethinkers show so little freethought. The spiri-
tualistio facts are freo for the investigation of any person who chooses
to look nto thew, and they who do not are not in & position to form
an opinion on the subjeot, * We who have devoted mang years to the
study of this question, who bave had long-cherished opinions to give np,
and many friends to lose hy our changs of opinion, are not likely
bo imposed upon by conjuring tricks or to be seli-deluded in this
matter. We have seen sufficient evideneco to eonvines us of the truth
of Spiritualism, and there is sutficient evidence to satisfly anyone who
will seek for it—mot necessarily in public seances, but in their own
howes, inthe cirole of their own families, and with no one present to play
tricks, And f it batrue, it is--as our friend said in hia opening spesch—n
most im & matter. Whether you believe in a fulure state or not,
there is bardly any individual who will deny that it is a problem that
everyono desires to have solved. There can bardly be a man living
who does not feel sometimes tho great necessity of having the question
answered whether he is to live again or not. The question has been
now answered in the affirmative, whether you accept the answer or
not. 1 did not say that Spiritualism was new, It is as old ns
humanity, bat it has come in & new form in order to solve this great
problem to the satisfaction of sceptios in this materialistic age.

The traths of Spiritualism, based upon conclusive evidence, nre pro-
dustive of & st amount of good. The movement will therefore pro-
gress, despite the opposition it has to eontend with, an opposition very
meh akin to that which every new discovery has had to contend with.
The charges made sgainst Spiritunlism to-day are only a repetition of
the persecution of Galileo in another form. It is simply the setting up
of & preconceived theory against indisputable facts, and argues appa-
vently ont the part of our opponents a belief in their own infallibility,
Depend apon 1t that none of us have acquired s much of the truth
that theve = nothing mose to lesrn, and this much-abussd Spiritualism
may after all be the means of shedding new light npon many subjects
that greatly comcern mankind.  The opposition to it comes mainly from
those who have never investigated its claims; and the persons who are
most sager (o pronounee on its merits or demerits are those who know
nothing whatever of its faets, and they who are londest in hurling at it
zbusive epithets are genemily persons who are in entire ignorance of
the vast mass of evidencs by which it is supported,

After coneluding his last speech, Dr. Sexton again rose, and proposed
“That the best thanks of this meeting be given to Mr. Waits, the
chairman, for the able and impartial manner in which he had presided
duning the two evenings’ discussion.” The motion was secrmde({) by Mr.
Foote, and earried with acelamation. Mr. Watts, on rising to reply,
statad that as oon as his arrangeaments would permit, and as soon as he
eould get that hall, he would promise to deal with Dr. Sexton’s twelye
propositions.  He announced this because he wished to invite Spiritualists
present, and to invite Dr. Rexton to attend. Although it would not be
» set debate. he would guarantes the doctor as much time as he himself
occupisd to reply to him,

ON THE USE OF CRYSTALS.

Dear Mr. Editor,—TI have pleasure in replying to “ Truthsceker's"
inguiries. I have not seen erystal balls for sale, except where 1 bought
mine, at No. 6, Pool Valley, Brighton, but no doubt they can be
obtained through any jeweller. or rather, perhaps, lapidary. They
vary in price according to size and quality. 1 bought one for £3 3s.,
and a erystal locket, which answers the purpose almost as well as the
ball, for 1%s. The glass sgg-shaped substitutes are sold by Mr. Burns,
We sucrsed with one quite well; they are 5s. and 10s. each, aceording
to size. Their chief disadvantages are that they are rather heavy to
bold, and they are not so clear as real erystal. I prefer them, however,
for ordinary purposes to a mirror, they are more conyenient, and can
generally be used in suy light and al any time, though, of course, fixed
regular {r,un are always best for any kind of manifestation. I believe
that, ta o good seer, spirits will appear in any kind of looking-glass or
mirror, but it should be kept saered to this—covered when not in use—
and should not have been used previously for ordinary purposes. There
are many other things besides crystal —imitation erystal, and mirrors—by
means of which épinits can and do show themselves, for instance a
feh-bowl, or other glass bowl full of clear water, or even an ordinary
dinner-table tursbler Siled with water.

The chief disadvantage to these temporary means is that they cannot
of eourse ba charged, and the seer is therefore liehle to objectionable
visions. We have never had any annoyances, though our crystals are
not charged, but then we alwnys exercise great care in the use of them,
and the lady who always sees fOr neis fortanately a person of exeeption-

ally innoesnt and moril mind,

{'he great desideratiom is & good seer, and unless “ Truthseeker ™
happens to be or ean obtain one, he will not find a crystsl of sny use to
hitn, I éan't understand how it is that “Truthseeker's™ planchette
does not act intelligentiy as it writes at all.  Hus he asked questions of
it, or rather of the spirit directing it, and then tried for answers?
Perbaps he would get on better by simply using a pencil without the
plancfiette. I have heard that a plancheita is rather sn incumbrance
than » help when a writing medium has become thoroughly develo:ged.
—YXours truly, R,

T . Dz. W. % writes a letter in the Memphis Appeal, cor-

<5 ?ncome f-c‘hw, d:lgl in na;'m:vioxm communication by%:s. Mary

i Hollis in l’fndon. ').‘1wdo<:t.mi1 8?1:

an ascount of his interview with ths spirit * John King” through t

' . Williams ; and says he would a copy of the
maﬂ e w present .wpy 4

taken fro this giieﬂiept&!ic;

A COMMUNICATION FROM JUDGE EDMONDg,
We have received the following letter, enclosing the #ibjoi,
"

article :—
“ New York, March 9, Iy

“ Dear Bir,—The enclosed article, from the Lanner of Light, hy, 1,
republished in the Now York Herold, aud has excited o good dey) o!b%
terest, and 1 send it you fur publication, believing that it wijy 3, ™
eeptable to our friends in England. L3

“ Although Judge Peckham and I had been on terms of intims, ;
soms twenty or thirty years, we had never exchanged a word o, !m
subject of Spiritunlism, though it would seem, from this communiesy;,
that he had been in his earth-life favourably impressed wiy, ”m,
Yourn. 0% J‘ “y. Ef/.'!';’,,.”:: <

“ Mr. Burns.”

Wiar 15 Dearn ?

The erroncous ideas on this subject which have for 20 long 4 figy
been inculeated by the theology of the day, and the consequently g,
opinions which have prevailed among men, will evidently require”y,,
time and many teachings to correct. Buch teachings, howeyer, ,,',)
now, and for a quarter of a century bave been, coming with i"""‘*“mg
frequency, and it seems to me to be the manifest duty of thess why, rs,
ceive them to give them to the world.

Acting under that impression, I have already made public muey, ,,
the subject, and now ullrt.o the number the following, which J hve
lately received (rom one of the victime of the late collision s 4,
between the steamer Ville du Havre and a British sailing vessel,

Judge Peckbam was a member of the Court of Appeals, of New Yoy
the highest court in the state—and had acquired a high reputation g ,
jurist. He took e with his wife in the eteamer, and died jn the

loom of his manhood and in the full vigour of his infelleet, g0 tha 5,
was fully competent to comprehend and relate all that oceurred argu,
him. His spirit came to me lately, and identifying himsell 1 my
satisfaction, gave me the following communication, which I now tey
scribe in the precise Janguage in which I received it.

New Yorlk, February 14, 1574, J. W. Evsosm,

»

“My Dear Friend,—I shall waive all ceremony with you, and ente
upon this our interview, not assuming, but knowing, that you are swar,
of my presence almost. as tangibly as when I last met you in Altany iy
the Court Room, where youand I had listened and tried to be still. cutyf
respect to the majesty of the Jaw. You left the Court Room in ad-
vancs of me. I tried to see you again, but you left that evening. W
meet here again under different circumstances. I will not sy Tam from
the higher court to-day, for as yet I have found no court or sphers inw
which your thoughts, which represent your spirit, do not eome. Henes
there are no severed links in our friendship when we still sit in souncd
with those we knew and loved.

“*Had I have chosen the manner of my departure from the body, [
should not have selected the one to which I was obliged 5 sucsumb.
However, I find no fault now that I realize the life which has opened
before me 80 suddenly, so strangely.

“In the dying moments I lived my life all over. Every soens, evers
act ed before as vividly as if written on my brain with living lizht.
Not a friend that T had known in early or later life was forgotien. I
saw as I sank, with my wife folded to my beart, my mother and father.
The former lifted me out of the wave with a strength which I can
this moment feel, and T have no recollection of suffering.

** From the moment that T knew the waves would engulf us I had 20
senzation of fear, of cold, or of suffoeation. I did not hear the wars
break. I parted with that which was my body, and, with my wifs aill
in my arms, followed my mother whither she led me.

“The first sad thought was for my dear brother. This my mothe
eaw and felt, and at once said, *Your brother will soon be with you!
From that moment sorrow seemed to fade away, and I sat down to lock
about upon the scene through which I had so recently passed. T Kkt
solicitude for my fellow-passengers ; looked for them, and saw them
being lifted out of the waves in preecisely the same manner thst your
strong arm, nerved by love, would 1ift your drowning child from (5
great waves which would swallow bim up. %

“ For a time this appeared 8o real, that, bad it not have been forthe
presence of those whom I knew to be dead, I should have believed my-
self acting as rescuer with the spirits, 3

“I write plainly to you, hoping that you will send words of comfort
to those who imagine that their friends suffered mortsl sgony 18
drowning. There was a fulfilment of that glorious triumph of fsith,
and the shadow of death became zn illumination, which enabled &
many to say that death's waves were swallowed up in the victory which
love hath brought to light in the ministry of angels and spirits.

“I need not tell you the greetings which awaited me when the
many, whom you and gknew and loved, weleomed me to the realms ol
the life jmmortal. Not baving been sick orsuffering, I was raadrat
once to accept facts, and to move forward to the attractions which, if
on earth’s plane, have the power to charm away sorrow ; how mus
more enchanting here, where the scene has changed so quickly, £
Sloriou-ly, that wo do not murmur at the haste, nor think that it

iaagpointmont or accident that summoned us unceremoniously hither!

* I am aware that many will ask, if we could be helped to pass out
of the body without psin, why ecould not the nmocident have been
prevented ?” In our investigations we bave learned this fact, namelf.
that the officer in charge was so entircly decoived in regard tothe
distance between the Log Earn and his own vessel, that no powsr 0%
earth, or that which the epirit-world could bring to bear, could have
prevented it. Hence thecollision was inevitable. There are conditions
of gight, particularly on the water, when the water will geem to possesf
& power of deception almost marvellous and past belief. The ablestand
best are liable to these conditions, particularly at just the position the!
these vessels must have been in. Hence tger‘e should be no blaw?
attached to that man. It is dome, and the survivors most &
matby. and I know of no way to give it more direct than to asur®

em that their loved friends ares not slumbering in the caverns of th?
deep awaiting the @nal trump to sound, but that at all times they
awnit and look for the channels through which to echio the un-

mistakable evidence of life immortal,
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aMy thanks are due to o
m“’l' and many others, for

I end it without thanking y

Lt T, Tn Burn,
ou for 1 aith whioh, although slont between
ugh s ;
s 008 mlo t‘; fl‘?Speet; Jou the more. I havo comeg nx;‘:nintf) ‘:ﬁ;;
akes us to rejoice i ’ :
S hio dotth all things woll. to rejoice in our Great and All-wise
. #Craving pardon for the length of my letter, I promise you and
“ ayeell still further intercourse with your friend,
“Rurvs W, Peexuam.”
THE ORIGIN OF REAL CHRISTIANITY.
A reader contribufes the following fragment, but why call it Chris-
fanity 8t all ?—
The reader must not mistake us.  We don’t mean Priestoraft. Don't
ot your mind run off to the Church when we mention Christianity, for
gore is none of it there. We don’t mean the foul concoction of Con-
santine and his couneil of Bishops : that vile compound of lies, mockery,
pepoerisy, and imposture, that constitutes your fashionable, mnn#in-
sented, money-worshipping, bastard Christianity.
The original seet of Christians can be traced to the Gymnosophists of
sncient India, founded by Buddha. K )
These people taught purity and simplicity of life, contempt of riches,
ad animal gratifications; perfect brotherly love and equality of all.
1u short, they endeavoured to realise the kingdom of heaven on earth.
Members of this society established themselves in Pm:siu. and were c:\!led
\fagi: also in Bgypt. where they were called Heliophants; and like-
i in Judea, where they were termed Hssenians. )
Branches of this society are now established in England, America,
@i most parts of the civilised world. and are now called "_Splrmmllst.s.‘
%o we see, the Gymnosophists of India, the Magi of Persia, the Helio-
shants of Bgypt, the Essenians of Judea. and the S{) ritualists of the
snesent day, are all oxe and the same in principle. They are all Sgcml—
is having for their motto, * Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, and
ol profess the principles so ably set ‘t"orth by one of their number—
Jeus—in his * sermon on the mount. It will be seen that the eﬁ'(zl;ts
of these peoplo is the struggle of natural or real religion aga st the
Priests’ manu cle of the spirit agamst the

factured article; the strugg he :
aimal prineiple; the struggle of spiritual humility against worldly

ride and nmbition: : : i1 .
PTho Gymnosophists were struggling against Brahminism ; the Magi
sere struggling against Sun-worship ; the Heliophants were struggling
the Essenians were struggling against the

st Eaypiian idolatry:
aminst pgypuan 100ty . B 2D D J
wsbes and pharisees of the Jews; and the  Spiritualists " of to-day ave

erzeling against the mock Christianity of the churches. .

*‘%3&: therefore, that the 7eal Christian dates back antevior to the
fimo of Jesus; in fact, the principles that make the Christian are
syturally latent in every man's breast, and only want developing out by

proper cultare. 2

!
1
\
|

THE FORM OF SPIRITS:
s oF Actioxy AxD MANNER oF LIFE : AND THE NATURE
or Tk Serir-WonLo.

+.—Dear Sir,—Will you allow me, through your paper,
those of your correspondents who haye kindly
they could on the subject of my recent letter on

I feel more especially grateful for
elieve by yoursell. from the spirits
« James Nolan,” * Tien-Sien-Tie,” and the ** Strolling Player.” The last
s first. T must say, were more to my mind than the elaborate logical
inforeuees of * Tien,” whose disquisitions, though I listened with deep
interast to those T have heard, I sometimes fear ave intended for a more
intellectual order of beings than mysell. To explain—Tien™ genevally
w@ems to me to reason 0o much from my own standpoint. 8 basis which
T faney too narrow to support a very stable fabric. His discourses secm
tyresemble Paley’s ** Evidences,” or Butler's « Analogy.” and for that
mason do not so wall please my own individual taste, which I won't for
40" deny may be very bad indeed, as the more terse and divect
dataments of “ James Nolan " and the * Strolling Player.” His style,
1 fully admit, seems highly finished and his arguments very conclusive 3
yet I have several times wished that in his studies of the -English
: . msmners, and modes of thought, he had given as much atten-
o to the needs of us more crudely-educated people as he must haye
1o the needs of those who live in the atmosphere of the professorial

Tuzie MoDpE

To the Edito
{o tender my thanks to
iven what information could
“form of disembodied spirits.
tha eommunications elicited, I b

now praceed, if you will allow me, with a few more questions,
as to the form of spirits, but as to their modes of action and
e of life, first stating, in as few words as I ean, the sum, or rather
et, of my analysis of the information I have been able to
‘on this subject.
swstand, then, that the spirvit-world of our earth consists of that
 of its anra, or spiritual essence, which bas in process of time
d from it, and has arisen to its own level just outside our
5 that it resembles most exactly the material world we know
yet understand so little, differing only so far as it is more
id ethereal instead of material ; that it has, in fact. moeuntains
fowery dells and grassy slopes, waving trees and undu-
t whatever the mind can think of asa feature of
my expect to find there, but developed into its own ideal

38 the seenery of the spirit-world present an exact resem-
ery of our earth, enlarged in proportion to its radial
» gentre ; or has the auwrn refoyrmed itsell into scenes
se on earth ?
or, that the form of spirits. in order to be adapted
esembling this earth, must therefore and does
present form as the spirvit-world resembles the
its ave enveloped in a spiritunl body formed,
ihit, from the swra or spiritual essence of the
constituted their earthly body, resembling it
malformation or diseuse.

y such thing in spirit-life as active fIISEHSO‘. or any-
thing more than the result of disease in earth-life, gradually dying away
as the spirit and its spiritual body are deyeloped ? .
I learn, further, thai evervthing in the sp‘irit-\mrhl is as rn.al nqd
tangible to the senses of the spiritual body as corresponding thmgs. m
the material world are to the sensuous organs of our material bodies ;
that the uses of the limbs and of every organ of the spiritual body are
exactly identical with those of the material body ; that they walk, work,
! ink, taste, smell, see, hear, feel, and that 3!19_1- {nke in

handle, éat, drin hear, leel
thought and evolye thought by the aid of their cerebral orgns.
stateynent-—+ the food

1t has dawned upon me that in Mrs. Tappan's
of the spirit is thought” (to which I alluded in my Frvvimn& letter)—she
referred to the spirit as distinet from the spiritual body, and that the
same statement might equally apply to any spirit still in the flesh, As
already steted. T don't Iny elaim to intellect of  very high order ; if 1
had any right to do so, it might possibly have dawned upon me earlier.

Query-—Is walking the usual mode of locomotion in the spirit-world,
and is instantaneous transferrence an unusual mode difficalt to aequire
and put in execution 2 Or is the Iatter (flight, suppose Teall it) the
usuzl} maode 2 T hope it is.

To continue, I learn that spirits have a language of their own resem-
bling those of earth, read like Hebrew from right to left, and based npon
the science of number, every word being an exaet expression or index of
the idea, thing, quality, or action indicated, instead of being, as most of
ours are, mere conventional symbols adopted and committed to memory.

Query—Is this language spoken with the mouth snd heard with
the ears; and are there not more instantaneous means of conveying
thought. ? i

To conelude, T understand that in spirit-life sex and every individual
peculiarity remains the same : that, in fact, spirits enter spirit-life
exactly and identieally the sume individuals as they leave the material
body. differing only in that they are clothed in the aura of their
material bodies instead of thoss budies thewselves, and that it often
takes them some time to discover that they have really their old earth-
life.

Query—Is there any such thing as spirit conception and birth distinet
from physical birth 2 If not, how is it that sex still exists ? Cun it be
that every child born on earth has spirit parents other than those of
whom its body is born ?

Hoping the above will not seem to you and your readers as tedious ds
I fear it will,—I am, dear Siv, yours truly, g &S

Query— Is there an

THE CAUSE AT BURY.

Two columns of correspondence appear in the Bury Times of Satur-
day week in reply to the Rev. T. Asheroft. Froma leiter signed * Black-

stone Edge " we quote :—

“Samuel Wesley wrote regarding the supernatural disturbances at
the house of his father, Mr. Samuel Wesley, at Epworth (John
Wesley's father was minister here also), in Lincolnshire :—

“¢ Dear Mother,—Those who are so wise as not to believe any super-
natural occurrences, though ever so well attested, could find a hundred
questions to ask about those strange noises you wrote me an account of ;
but for my part I know not what questions to put, which, if answered,
would confirm me more in the belief of what you tell me.

“To his father he wrote:— :

«:T cannot think at all of any interpretation. Wit, I faney, might
find many, but wisdom none.’ {

s Mr. Asheroft, failing in ¢ wisdom,' essays to palm upon us poor at-
tempts at ¢ wit.””

This letter is followed by a long and eble argument by Mr, J. Ains-
worth, who repels the preacher’s attacks very successfully. The dis-
cussion of the subject cannot fail to be beneficial to Spiritualism,
The tone of the defenders of Spiritualism is much superior to that of
the reverend calumniator.

THE USE QF CRYSTALS.

To the Editor.— Dear Sir,—As your correspondent Truthsecke_r i
asks for information respecting the crystal, I shall be pleased to give
him such information as will ba of servies to him, my practical know-
ledge of the subject extending over many years. Crystals may be
obtained, from two to three guineas, of Mr. Thomas Millard, bookseller,
79, St. Paul's Churchyard. I advise * Truthsecker,” before going to
such an expense, to send me his address, that I may write to him.-o.v:
if convenient to see him, as a glass globe or oil flask filled with
mesmerised water will answer the purpose of a erystal, and obtain
visions as clear and truthful upon any legitimate subject as the most

expensive crystals.—Yours very truly,
Janes R. Moxracue, D.G.W.C.T.

(Lodge No. 269, 1.0.G.1T.)
5, Stanhepe Road, North Finehicy, N.,
AMarch 23rd, 1874,

A Sreasce Arrain—Singular doings aresaid to have recently takenplace
in our town which, if true, would seem to bear out the popular idea of
« death-tokens,” A Mr, Clark and bis family, residing in Cornfield
Terrace, were the subjects of the esperiences in question. Mrs, Clark
accompanied her sister to her residence at the sea.side, leaving her
husband for the night alone at Corsfield Terrace. As they were
walking along the Pevensey Road they heard dreadful screams
apparently close beside them, and in the morning whilst in bed one was
struck on the breast three times, and the other felt a hand grasp hers
and shake it three times. Mr. Clark states t!at he was lying awake
early in the morning and felt a weight press heavily on him; he was
then lifted out of bed and depesited gently on the floor, a table having
been moved from its position to make room for him to lay there. Ile
says he did not feel alarmed, but straightway made an examination of
the house to ascertain if anyone bad been playing him a trick, but counld
pot find anything to account for the mystery. In the morning a tele-
gram was received stating that Mrs, Clark's sister, who had met with
an accident from burning, had died the previous night at Isleworth
sbout the same time that the screams were heard. Y "e'give the facts
as communicated, leaving our readers to form their own conclusions,—

. tdf U.S. Senator, President Van Buren
ent favwyer at Altany, all of whom have

Fastbourne Gazette,
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THE CIRCULAYTION OF THE MEDIUM, AND
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.

Tue Publisher is instituting the greatest facilities for circulating the
paper, and submits the following Scale of Subseriptions :—

Ono copy, post fres, weekly, 2d.; per annum, 83, 8d.
Two copies = 4d. ® 17s. 4d.
Thres ,, k. . okd w &1 8s.10d.

Four copiesand upwards, in ong wmpp'er, post free, 13d. each per woek,
or 63, 6d. per year.

Allsuch ordars, and communications for the Editor, should be addressed
to JAMES BURNS, Office of Tur MeDIUM, 15, Southampton Row, Bloomshury
Square, Holborn, London, W.C.

Wholesale Agants—F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row, London, E, C.
Curtice and Co., 18, Catherine Streat, Strand, London, W.C.; John
Heywood, Manchester; James M‘Geachy, 89, Union Stroet, Glasgow.

The Publisher is dpsirous of establishing agencies and depots for the
sale of other Progressive periodicals, tracts, and standard works, and will
bo glad to receive communications from such as feel disposed to enter
this fiold of usefulness. 4
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T
ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.

A spigur SverLeaeNT o Mosuen's CELEBRATED WoRK,

A new cultus was introduced to Spiritualists at the Cleveland
Hall, on Sunday Evening. It would appear that newspaper criti-
cism and personal opprobrium are to take precedence of aspirations
towards human perfection and exordia on charity. Mr. Joy opened
proceedings on Sunday evening by mounting the platform and
making a statement which he had reduced to writing he said—
no doubt humbly remembering his personal weaknesses—that
he might more certainly adhere to facts. Had he allowed some
competent person to do the writing for him, he would have been
much more successful in this laudable endeavour. His task was
to invalidata the article which appeared in last number of the
Mepivy, under the heading of * Popular Morality Illustrated.”
As the only way by which the public can judge of the right and
the wrong of this matter is to again state the facts, we have
requested Mr. Burns to write the narrative of Mrs. Tappan's mission
amonest us from first to last, which Mx. Joy may read to his audi-
ence when he is in possession of the document, and thus supple-
ment a lame apology for mean conduct. i

ARRIVAL OF MISS LOTTIE FOWLER IN LONDON.
On Wednesday morning Miss Fowler arrived from Glasgow,
apparently very much improved in health since her former visit to
London. She hasnot yet provided herself with a suitable location,
but the letters of those desiring appointments, addressed to the
Spiritual Institution, will be forwarded to her. She will remain
for a short time in London, previous to accepting numerous in-
vitations to visit the Continent. Miss Fowler’s presence amongst
us again will awaken in many a feeling of lively satisfaction. This
lady's mediumship i3 not her most valuable characteristic ; her
sterling honesty and purity of motive in every respect has served
as a link of attachment between her and all who know her, which
her own more external idiosynerasies and the hatred of the mali-
cious cannot break. She will on this oceasion give no promiscuous
seances, either in public or at the houses of Spiritualists; but will
confine herself entirely to private seances with single sitters.

A NEW PHYSICAL MEDIUM.

On Wednesday evening weelt a select meeting, including visitors
from Darlington and Keighley, was convened at the Spiritual
Institution to enjoy an experimental sitting with Mr. Joseph
Beales, who has just returned from a short sojourn in America.
The sitters arranged themselves in the form of a horse-shoe, with
the table opposite the open part, on which was placed bells, tube,
guitar, and tambourine. Mr. Beales sat at one end of the table
entirely at liberty. Mrs. Weatherhead, however, sat quite near to
him, and she was confident that he did not move from his position
the whole evening. Mr. Beales is not yet fully develo;;ed, so that
he was allowed to exercise perfect freedom, the seance being more
of an experimental than of a test deseription. Soon the instru-
ments on the table were moved, and ultimately the guitar was
swung rapidly throughout the room and played u&)on. Soveral
persons were touched in the most remote part of the circle, and
some of the sitters had their legs extended in such a fashion that
touching counld not hayve been done by Mr, Beales without his
coming in contact with the feet of the sitters thus placed. The
spirit-voice was also heard. Mr. Weatherhead then held M.
Beales loosely by the coat-sleeves. The instruments were moved,
but not powerfully : hut the test was absolute as to the fact that
the instruments could he manipulated without any possibility of
the medium doing so. Mr. Beales was then entranced by his spirit
guides, and tied with ropes. Nothing particular occurred, but he
was very quickly released from the tying, though one end of the
rope was held by Mrs. Weatherhead. ~ The seance was, upon the
whole, extremely satisfactory, and it is to be hoped that Mr. Beales
will soon be able to sit under the strictest test conditions. We
have received the following letter from America, which is

amply corroborated by the proceedings at the seance to whicl
wo refor :(—

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Mr. Joseph Beales, who is personally ayq

rofessionally known to us, being on the eve of departure for his Nativy
and, we have thought fit to bear testimony, not. alone to his person
good qualities, but to the wonderful manifestations (spiritual or other.
wise) which take place in his presence, and, as is claimed, through b
mediumship.

Woe have attended his eeances, whero we have witnessed the phenomey
of musical instruments floating in air, and giving forth strains of musi,
apparently at his will, and (he playing of melodies suggested by nmy;
present, During this time Mr. Beales was firmly tied, and it was 5
physical impossibility for him to move. Still more remarkable, becaysn
lnithnrto unattempted, was the removal of Mr. Beales's vest from his
body, while his coat was on, and he hound with ropes, and its restors.
tion to its proper place. While a variety of opinion prevails as (o the
agency by which these (so-called) tests are given, we are confident that
Mv, Beales has no active part therein, he neither speaking nor moving,

We commend him to the English public as in every way a reliable
exhibitor of those phenomena which still remain the despair of eriencs,
—Wao are, Sir, yours very truly, H. C. Lieprxcors,
J. NEDWARDY,

. J. Davis,

Fineland, Cuwmberland County, N. J.,
A. M, Crarg,

March 13th, 1874.
MRS, CORA I. V. TAPPAN'S INSPIRATIONAL
DISCOURSES.

The Committee, encouraged by the support given to their former
course, have much pleasure in announcing that they have mads
arrangements for the delivery of a further course of six lecturss,
extending from the 5th of April to the 17th of May, to be held at
Cleveland Iall as heretofore, at 7 p.m., Sunday eyenings. Tickets
for the reserved benches will be 12s. each for the course, and for
the chairs 6s. each for the course. Applications for tickets to b
made, to Mrs. Honeywood, 52, Warwick Square, enclosing posi-
office orders. The Committee hope that some friends of the mose-
ment will feel disposed to assist by forwarding small donations at
the same time. Single tickets of admission, or tickets for the
course, can be purchased at the doors. A large portion of the hall
is reserved for the free admission of inquirers and the general public,

THE PHRENOLOGICAL SEANCES.

The attendance at the Spiritual Institution on Tuesday evening wis
again good, and the interest was very much heightened. The proczed-
ings were unwittingly protracted till long after ten o'clock, the cius
and the teacher became so engrossed in their occuvation. The intro:
ductory lecture was on the doctrine of the temperaments, illustrated by
a diagram exhibiting an analysis of the human organism on a principls
discovered by Mr. Burns. The illustrative delineation was that of
Prince Louis Napoleon. In introducing this character a brief review

was given of the cerebral developments of the first and third Napo-
leors, based upon a study of the busts which Mr. Burns met with a
the Paris Exhibition of 1867. The class then proceeded to locate the
organ of conscientiousness, and the evening closed by a phrenologicl
delineation of a lady and gentleman. Tt was afterwards found that
the lady was the celebrated Braintree medium for physical manifests-
tions, of whom several reports have appeared in the Meprvy. It may
be noted that the examination elicited the fact that this lady possessed
the physical conditions compatible with mediumship.

On Tuesday evening next the third seance will be given. The tem-
peraments will be analysed, and illustrative remarks will be mads on
published portraits of Dr. Kencaly.

MR, HERNE AT BRIGHTON.

Correspondence in the local papers shows that an unusual episode has
occurred at one of Mr. Herne's seances in Brighton. A self-styled pro-
fessor of conjuring attended with some confederates, and were enabled,
by sitting together, to perform some * phenomena” which Mr. Herne
and those present failed to recognise as spiritual. Mr. Herne felt no
influence. This occurrence has called forth a great deal of exposition
from several newspaper correspondents which eannot help to be of great
use to the cause. Mr. Bray concludes a letter in the following
manner :—

“One of my own children, a little girl of four years old, gets raps
and intelligent messages through the table without anyone else being
near it.

CorresroNDENCE on Spiritualism occupies much space in the Noi-
tingham newspapers.

Mge. Wesster had a seance at the Spiritual Institution on Monday
evening. Another will be given on Monday next, at eight o'clock.
Admission, one ghilling.

Mr. HerxE begs to inform his friends that he will remain in Brighton
a fortnight longer, and after fulfilling engagements in the north, which
will occupy his time till the third week in May, he will resume tho
usual scances at the Spiritual Institution.

Nexr week we hope to give a portrait and memoir of Allan Kardeo.
Very little is popularly known amongst English Spiritualists of this
great writer, whose works have been translated into almost every
Ruropean language, aud been circulated by hundreds of thousands. We
hope our forthcoming article will supply a useful purpose in giving
information which ghould be in the possession of all Spiritualists.

Truere was a conferenco held last Sunday morning, at the Temperancs
Hall, Weir's Passage. Chalton Street, Euston Road, conyened by Mr.
Turpin, of the Christian Evidenco Society. Spiritualists were invited
to show what advantages, religious or moral, were to be derived from
the adoption of their teachings over those held by orthodox Christians.
Messrs. Hocker, Harper, and Cotter took part in the proceedings, and
the meeting was adjourned till April 19th.
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MRS, TAPPAN'S TOUR IN THIE PROVINCILS,

An nul.i(:‘ml l;by us l.unl, wms!(.. Mrw, Tappan intends to neeopl Lhe
longestanding invitation to visit her many friends in the country
after May 22nd, when the present courss of Sunday lectures in
London will be finished, T'o dorive the proatest pnmil.nlu adyuntngo
from her presence amongst them our country friends should lose no
timo in muking their arvangementa. The great orvor in all such
enterprises is want of time to give due publicity, and enablo the
local forces to concentrate themsolves on the object in hand, My,
Tappan shonld bo communicnted with at oneo, and applications
ghould rench her from all parts simultanoously, that she might bo
enabled to trace out a tour comprising easy distances, which would
very much leason tho exponse to committoes, and lesgon the waato
of vital power to Mya, Tappan.  Our experionce hag tanght us that
Mys. Tappan's services may bo utilised, and at the same timo all
expensos may be mot.  But everything will depend upon thoe skill
and diligence used in gotting up the meetings, Those which wo
arranged at Stratford woere the most suceesslul of any which
Mrs, Tappan has addressed on week ovenings. Stratford is the
last place in the world to think of meeting with a success of the
kind. No committeo or soecioty oxisted, but a combinntion of
earnest and devoted Spiritualists was effscted. They worked with
a will for four weeks in circulating handbills and tickets, and the
puccess was of the most gratifying deseription, One ! clement
tended much to this favourable vesult; it was the distribution of
500 of Mrs, Tappan’s fivat Oration at St. George's Hall, which wo
gent to the Imu’ing residents of the district. A few hundred of the
Mepivm was also distributed to the working-classes. This gave
the public an opportunity of judging of Mra. Tappan’s merits, and
produced a correspondingly profitable return. In other places
committees haye been very much out of pocket because they did
not take steps to let their public know what kind of a treat they
had in Mrs. Tappan. Those who think of engaging Mrs. T'appan
to visit them, may have any one of the Orations printed for their

ial use, with the announcement of the meeting on the wrapper.
m would come nearly as cheap as handbills, and be ten times
more efficacious.

C. Ernnriscroy.—We fear it is not in our power to agsist you.

Goswrrt, HAnu.—On Sunday last Mra. Bullock occupied the plat-
form of the St. John's Association. On Sunday next. Mr. Harpor will
speak on “Reasons for being a Spivitualist.” The hall is at No. 86.
Goswell Road. Time, seven o'clock p.m. Admission free.

Marvresose Associarion.—On Wednesday evening, Mr. J. Burns, of
the Spiritual Institution, addressed a full mecting at the Hall of Progregs,
and the audience seemed to be deeply interestod. Mr, Bull will speak
on Wednesday next, and on the following week there will be a social
sntertainment, for the benefit of the funds of the Society. Admigsion,
sispence and threepence.

De. Sexrox’s able oration on “Spirit Mediums and Conjurers,”
trica 2d., 18 at present the most popular publication on Spiritualism,
Ve supply 100 copies for 10s.  Societies taking thousands will be
treated on special terms. A few pounds spent in circulating this in
each town where there are active Spiritualists would turn the bombast
of the conjurers to good aceount. At the end are ample instructions for
the investigation of Spiritualism.

Wr have just received from Sturmberg and Co., Birmingham, a
parcel of their new planchettes, value 35s., as a contribution to the de-
ficiency on the Sunday meetings. If our friends will be so kind as
#end in their orders, we shall be able to turn these goods into money.
We can gend one of these instruments in a box post free for 4s, 4d,
Accompanying cach are full instructions for the use of the planchetto.
The publication of these neat and well-made instruments has given

uite an impetus to planchette modiumship. We are certain that

ere have been as many planchettes gold tﬁcso lnat few weeks as for
twelve months previously.  Messrs, Sturmberg and Co. have our sincere
thanks for their kind and acceptable contribution.

e most'exciting event of the week in Tondon has been the publication
ol the Englishman, o weekly nowspaper, edited by Dr. Kenealy, Q.C. The
srrangements which led to its sucecessful issue were first heard of on
Good Friday, when Mr, Burns and the Doctor talked the matter over,
nnd, though it, was holiday week, the paper was ready in time for publi-
eation, The demand has been so great thal the new machine, which our
readers have heard of, has been working night and day.  Theroe is every

of an inereasing call for the Knglishman, 1t is the same size
ns the Meptus, price 2d., is vigorously written, and is a vemarkably
interesting paper, though perhaps n little monotonous in subject-
matter. The items detailed in the Doctor's comprehensive prospectus
elaitn the warmest support of every Spiritualist.

_ Bartmy Cann—We are  pleased to hear glad tidings from

- Guilline aod Mr, Green respecting the progress of our movement
the West Riding. Batley Carr eccms to have attained an enviablo
n in respect L0 the progress of our movement, and Mr. and Mrs,
bear a large ehare of the honour due for the prosceution of
work, Medinmship is very general, and Mre. Seattergood’s high
‘and influence scem to extend itsell into Ilmnfv other minds,
ing the ,1th' power of relwoun and spiritual enlightonment one
s 1 pabloe facts in the West Riding. Spirituslism is rapidly
sing the religion of the {)eoplo,. and the only religion which hns o
‘.?f‘ thie lives and conduct of the inhabilants. We would gladly
wently of our friends in that district; but we know that
re nddicted to liard work than talking about themselves,
very success, pnd Lthough our oppartunities for external
Aow, we are often with them in spirit. It is there
inted seeds which now, under the influence of
ar such refreshing fruite,
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MU RESURRECIION OF MAN.

On the evening of Vaster Bunday, My, J. Burne, of the Hpiritusl
Inatitution, ocoupied the platform sh Clowwell Hall,  Mr, Barber, the
Prosidont of the 8L John's Assooiation of Spiritualiste, conducted tho
wervioe, I his introductory remnrks he vefeered (o the fach that it
wan laster Sundny, and that the resurreclion of Jesun was, perlinps,
tho anly thing aboul, which Lho varioue Christinn geate did nob dissgres,
e further dilated upon the vmportance of the iden expresaed in Lhint
phenomenan, snd poinbed oul its relationehip Lo madern Hpireitual s,

Me, Burnw, in opening his discoures, conbinued the discussion intros
dueed by Mr. Barber. It in, said the speaker, of very Little importance
Lo v, e Bpicitbunlists, whethere Lho statemonts mads respesting the rear-
rection of Jesus be bruly handed down Vo us or not. The question ean
naver bo settled, bul the value of ita Leachings nre anlirely nuperneded
by modaorn experienced, respreting which (heve can bs no dispute. It
oughit to be the objoek of the spirituasl veformer Lo endenvour to base
men's convictions upon the facts of nature reather than upon the
nuthority of teadition. Tha gesson of Faster is itself » traditionary
eagment. of thal of which its observers have entirely lost the meaning,
In ancient rveligions the powers expressed in nature wers the deibies
worshipped, and the sensonn marked the reign of reprosentative gods,
The summor nenson wie supposed to be noder the dominion of a benefi-
cont power, while winter was dominated by o walifie ruler,  This
sncient superstition is rather iodifiod in the present day, sud now the
ovil power has velinguishied its coutrol over mundane winter ; bub it
waintaing its icy grasp on the unfortunately conditioned humsn soul,
wnd the boneficent, power in suppored Lo be the teied friend of the
so-enlled good,  Thus, ideas once intelligible are handed down from s
post 5o romote that they become superstition.  This result in chiefly due
to the asiduous practice of proselytism, which marks the earcer of nesrly
all human movements. Inancient times the sun entered the zodiaeal sig
of tho Rum at the spring equinox, indicating the resurrection of nm.ur'-,,
the resuacitation of the powere of being from the cold dead grave of
winter. The Christian Chureh, to swell ite numbers, siaply changed
the symbols of ancient priesternlt, snd Jesus beeame the  Lamb of God
which taketh away the sins of the world,” in the placs of the astro-
nomical Ram which indicated the resurrection of nature's energics. Our
duty as Spiritualisty is Lo practise, not. proselytism, bul introdues ruen
to n knowledge of the Jawa of their being, physieal and spiritunl, and
sternly oppose the refention of blinding superstitions, which evoke a
morbid gentiment, that, like weeds, choke the gavden of the wind, nud
prevent, the growth of good and wholesome thoughis,

The resurrection of man after death s renderced indubitable by the
facts of 8piritualism, and in discuesing this matter T have 2 lew words
to say to Mr. Ifoote in reply to the allusion which he made to my dis
cussion with Mr. Bradlaugh, Here are his words;

“ What did Mr. Burns say when he appeared on this platform 2 He
talked about a psychic force ns nctually existing, ns being an actual
principle in man, usging the most sbaurd illostrations, jost as il we still
thought there were principles within us ; all these principles are mere
conditions.”

o has certainly misconstrued my meaning as well as misquoted my
language, and hence it is not to be wondered that he deemas my illustra-
tions “ absurd.” That is his opinion simply, in the shadow of which
these discredited illustrations may indeed appear all the mors
luminous. The object of my discussion with Mre. Bradlangh was, in the
first place, to establish the exigtenco of that “authropomorphic element ”
in man, which Me. Foote, in his recent debate with Dr. Bexton, deside-
rated with 8o much lamentation, My first proposition was that man
evinces two distinet grades of mental funetion, ooe exercising itsslf on
the physical plane, and the other on the psychical-—one dependent upon
the exergise of the physical senses, the other not.  This, L pointed out,
indicated the existence of a condition of human life independent of the
usual physical machinery; and I might ask Mr. Foote, How did the
human body originate, and how is it sustained urless there be an anthro-
pomorphic element in man, as a parent and as an individual 7 My second
proposition was, that man at death permanently dissociates himsel?
from the physical condition of organisgm, and in a new stale of existence
follows in the pathway of life cternal. My third proposition was, that
man having by death been dissociated from the physical body, has the
power of returning under certain conditions, and communicating with
those yet in the flesh, That this is true, the facts of Spiritualism amply
determine,

The “anthropomorphic element” is mind-power, not any hurour,
ether, or “ condition ” in the organism, and we may ask Mr. Foote, when
he uses the term “ condition,” What is conditioned ? If condition exist
there must be something conditioned, and that conditioned some-
thing is mind-power, or spirit, which conditions itseli’ with a body nt
birth, and by educational conditions acquires to itself an individuality
of a permanent character which survives all conditional transforma-
tions.

This mind-power is the real man, Tt is not necessary to see the
physieal organism to be certain of the existence of this * anthropomorphic
element” of mind-power. Outside on-lookers at the phenomens called
spiritual scarcely take cognisance of all the facts, For instance, writing
is done, it may be direct, or through the handa of a medinm, The
writing is frequently recognised as the only fact involved in such
a phenomenon. That is not go. Another fact is the messago con-
tained in the writing, and another and more Erimnry faet, is the
source whence the message omanated. IHere we have really a series
of phenomenn. First, and most exteroally, we have presented
to us the objective writing; sccondly, and more interiorly, the
messnge conveyed by that writing ; and thirdly, aud more remote stil),
the mind or individuality which gave rise Lo the message. It ie entirely
beyond humnan experienee that writing ean be performed without 2
writer, or that mental phenomena can occur :without the ageney of
mind. 1f, then, mind and individuality are manifested, we cannot cgeape
from the certainty that they exist. Our absent correspondent, @ man
perbaps wo have never seen, is ko us as much o fact as the one near at
hand. A messago conveyed to us by telegraph or postman is equally
important and real as a verbal communication, and in business matters
much more so. It is, then, not necessary to see the physical organism
to be convinced of the existence of an individual. Tho *“an ropo-
morphic element” is recognised in many ways besides the presence of
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the body. Now, in Hpivitualism wo lave evidones of the eontinued
oxintongs of tho dend exnetly of Lhe mune Kind we wo havo of the exist-
onoo of the abpont Living,  The dead tolograph to un through raps nod
moyoments of objects in the samo way that tho living do by telegraph.
The dend, through the hundu of mediame, aud divect without Juman
intarvention, write in theiv own handwriting, nnd the mattor thus given
containg intornil ovidones of the woures from whenes it emanntes.  Fur-
ther, this “anthropomorphiceleraont” eon, undar cortain conditions, gather
to itaelf physieal particlos and olothe itsell with s human body, in sll re-
speots identionl with the body man ordinarily wenrs on enrth, 'I'in lnfter
phenomoenon knoeks awny the lnst vestigo of suppurt from tho matorinlistic
theory, which assumes that the mind is aguality of the physical organism.
Peae, the nind vequives a physieal moeline \V[’l'l*l'hhy to munifost itaelf on
tho pliysieal plane, bul it ean disponsoe with this physieal machine and bor-
row conditions by whieh it ean tulnrrnph, write, pantomine, sponk audibly,
and evon eveato to ituoll n physieal organism for the ocension,  Phal tho
mid-powor or spivit of man forms the body thers can bo no doubt, for
the wntorinlisations so nhundantly attested, nnd Intterly by My, Crookes,
prove experimontally that a distinet individunlity muoy manifest itaoll in
varions ogeult wave, and alwo vepeatedly in visible form with unvarying
choraetevistics.  Wrom thoss conclusions thero is no possible way of
cacnpe.  No sane man ean nffard to deny the facts,  “I'he plea of trickery
hae nover yot invalidated the genuineness of any one of the phenomena,
16 hna winply shown that the truo and the false may exist together, nob
that the ran abliterates the true, na Mr. Foote wonld arguo.

I'he “anthropomorphis elemont "™ is now firmly cstablished, and honco
Spiritualism is no longer an hypothesis. We ave quito ns cortain of the
continued existenco of man after death, as wo aro cartain of his existencs
in hig usunl form. The terms of the proposition defonded by Dr,
Sexton are an absurd misstatement. Tho hypothesis is not reapocting
the continued existenco of man aftor death, but respecting the conditions
ol that existence, and the means of ¢communion with those in the flesh.
Many points connected with man physically are hypothetioal ; but it
would bo nbsued to say that to assert tho existenco of man was an
hypothesis invonted to account. for tho phenomena produced by talking
bipeds, A fow conturies ngo the conditions of life wore much more
hypothetical than they are now ; but men woere just as cortain that thoy
and their follows existord ag wo are at presont, But the sereaming farco
i gonerally that which closes the poerformance, and eo the representa-
tion ut the Hall of Scienco was, if' not highly scientific, in remarkably
good taste dramatically, Mre, Iooto contended that the *doctrine
of a future lifo is unphilosophieal and illugionary.” 1In the name’
of inanity and self-conceit, what next? Unphilosophical ! What
does that protentious phrase mean? Evorything haa been deemed
“ unphilosophical ¥ which hns exceeded tho narrow experienco of
the self-constituted philosopher.  Tho ecirenlation of the blood
was “unphilosophical.” 8o was the doetrine of phrenology, Bteam-
boats, railways, telegraphs, the penny post, and o host of other
advantages —indeed, oll that now imakes civilisation a fact, was
onee ‘“‘unphilosophieal.”  T'his plea is far too childish to desorve a

moment's notice further; but side-splitting lnughter takes the place of
contompt whon we aro gravely told in the ““Ilnll of Scionce” that thoe
doctrine of a future lifois ““illusory.” T humbly submit that this (or-
midablo abjection is rather bedide the question. Nearly everyono has
meb with individunls who congidered /42 life a greaf gham, and, worse
than all, o delusion, and from which, unfortunately, thore is no way of
cgeapo.  I'he disappointed and nmbitious placoman, who, after exhaust-
ing all the avts of duplicity, comes to beggory or hard work on n
conviet softlement, in his shortsightedness thinks, no doubt, that life is
“illusory.” The poor man, who has a wife and children stricken with
fevor, who has to leave his employment and nurse them till he
in overpowered with disenso himsolf, and, helpless, sees them dio
before his dimmed sight, may bo disposed fo hastily conclude that
lifo, with all that it once promised him, is “illusory.””  One thing, how-
over, all thesos disappointed ones cannot reason awny, namely, that life
is n fact—n atern fact; and our business is not to arguo oursolves into
tho belief that it is **illusory,” but learn to undorstand its import, and
individually and socially strive to reap its manifold advantages. No
doubt it My, Bradlaugh and Me. Koote had the little job of ereation to
do over nguin, they could make vast improvements in the present state
of things. The former philosopher indicated as much in his talk with
o, Ho could not appreciato goodness in the construetion of devasta-
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Mrs, Tappan's read. Very go0n ru.”p‘in,'; was hened on the tabls and 1
various parts of the room. 'J.h-g spirits woro then requestad 1) rap . on
the drum,  Lhoy il"l"ﬂ'h"“”!] did w0, A signal was now given Tor thy
g 1o bo turned off.  The cirelo I.Im': nn'gm;("’l in a little genersl oon.
vorsation, and joined hands, the medium’s hands being weey rely held by
two of the sitters, Bhortly a loud voice wag heard upeaking through
one of the tubes, #aying, ** Hallo, there!”  Preeontly the tubes w,?,,,
henrd maoving abont the table. The sitters were then steuck with they
on the face and head, A rob-tab-taf, was then heard and continued oy
the drum, during which it was lifted from the table and taken to ths
farthest corner of the room,close to the ceiling. 1i then gradually
descendad, the deummin g becaming louder ng it nearved the table, Thy
mediom seked, ift he whistled o tune would the drum accompany him,
If, did g0, to the surprise and delight of all present, being litted again
townrds the ceiling whilst it was being played. The tubea began moving
ngain, and o voice was heard (o exclaim, “ God bless you all!” Sixop
peven of the sitters then felt a hand touching them, some on the facs and
others on their hands, The tablo was then lifted entirely from the floor
to nt least five or six inches, all the sillers having their hands on the top
and joined together,

Signs wers now given for the eabinet. One was immediately got
ready by simply nailing . rug across one cornor of the room, the medium
taking his gent in a cbair behind the temporary sercen. After singing
again, the medium informed us that he was tied fast to the ehair,  Fop
tho eatisfaction of all present the gas was lit, and the medium examined,
whon he wag found to begecurely bound to the chair, the rope almost cutting
into the wrists, the ends of the rope being made fast al his ancles,
During a little more melody the medium was entranced, when lights
and a few brilliant stars were geen, Presently an indistinet form began
to appear, then gradually fo develop itself into the figure of a dear de-
parted [riend, one who was known to all the circle, and who has recently
passed awny. There was also another form seen abi the same fime by
some of the friends, but unknown by them. The figures were soll-
luminous and of dazzling whiteness. Our dear friend was in the act of
reading, holding a book before him. I shall never forget the calm and
tranquil expression of his countenance. The forms gradually faded from
our sight, and aftor their disappearance the medium was released, and
again took his seat at the table, Almost immediately a mosf delicions
perfumo of roses was felt to be pervading the room, continuing five or six
minutes, After a few more raps and ¢ Ctood might” from one of the
tubos, tho sitting was closed by the circlo singing the Doxology.

All departed highly pleased nnd satisfied, hoping soon to have another
visit from Mr, Egorton,—Yours truly, Winriay M. Brows, M.D,
40, Standish Street, Burnley, Lancashire.

Or Buner.—Belief being an involuntary action, and nob fo be pu
on at pleasuro, or at the bidding of the will, there can neither be
merit or demerit attached to it; consequently, divines ave wrong in
saying o man’s future happiness ig the divinely appointed reward of
any particular assumed and voluntary belief. Truth leads to conviction,
and conviction to involuntary belief in what is placed before the under-
standing and the mind. Conditions of happiness are dependent on
gtates ol spiritual, moral, and intellectunl development of character,
and which, truly and practically constitute the man. We are asare
our affections and aspirationg, and the more noble and divine they are,
t.hnlmm'n are woin the light, influence, and likeness of our heavenly
father.

Orrenran (or brain-cell) madness . . . . . wasillusbrabed sadly
enough in the enso of Hdgar Allan Poe, who, a few months before his
doath, wroto :—*“"I'ho ngonies which I have lately ondured have passed
my soul through fire.  Ifenceforth I am strong. ~ This those who loyo
mo shall know, as well ns those who have so relentlessly sought to ruin
mo. I havo absolutely zo pleasure in the stimulants in which T some-
times so madly indulge. It has not been in the pursuit of pleasure that
T have perilled life and reputation and reason ; it has been in the despo-
rato attompl fo escapo from torfuring memories——mernorios ol wrong
and injustice and imputed dishonour; from a senso of insupporiablo
loneliness and a dread of some strange impending doom.”—The Templ,

A. J. Davis.

Exremroraxuovs Srraking,—D»M. Iaboulaye, a French ovator of noto
gome fow yoars ago wrote a letter of advice to a friend on the subject of

ting voleanoes and avalanches, forgelful of the fact that though the Ore-
ative Mind may do his own work in his own way, yet Ile gives us tho
privilege of understanding onr position and taking cavo of ourselves.

The question, then, is not whether the doetrine of a future life be
“illusory,” but is it o fact? il a0, it matters buf little what we think of
it. It will assert its powor over us, and in duo course will bring all
reenleitrant pavticipants in its gifts to their sonses. Like children wo
may spurn with petulant indignntion the best gifts of parents and
frionds, but neeessity brings all to good bebayviour sooner or later. If
Mer, Footo and his friends will continue to ignore facts, these can afford
to wait for them, and meanwhile wise men may oven tuke a lesson from
those who hide their eyes from that great fact, existones iteolf, and console
their luen souly with a frothy mess of unphilosophieal illusions,

A SEANCE WITH MR, BEGERTON.

To the Bditor,—Dear Sir,~On Thursday evening, April 2nd, Mr. A,
Fogan-Kgarton, the remarkablo tranes and physical medium of Livor-
wol, visited Burnley for the first time, according to arrangement, to
hold o seanes with w civole that has been formed hoero very rocently.
Pha sitting was attended by somo astounding phenomena, in fack, tho
manifealations wore such as I think would have convinced tha most
seoptionl fhat thero i o great power ab work in our midst, which proves
thiut wo possess @ soul, aud that that soul can roturn after death and
independently prove its own existence and the continuance of life
heyond the grave.

ithont trespassing further on your valuable spacs, T will state o fow
of tho facts as thoy oscurrad. T may just eny Mr. Hgerton was a stranger
to all the circle, bub the moment he was introduced we wore all struck

extemporancous speaking, which he appended {o his book, * Discowrs
Populaires.” This letter has recently been published in an English
translation, from which we fraunseribe a fow passages for the use of our
voudors who oceasionally mount the platform. The first extract is briel:
—* A speaker should always take it for granted that his audienco is
ignorant ; he should define the most simple idea, tell over again the most
well-known sgtory. In a word he should educate his andience, otherwise
ho will get no hold on them, he will speak into the air. = They will up-
plaud & few high-sounding phrases, but when they leave the building
they will forget ull that has been said.” Phe following rvemarks are
important:—*The first duty of a speaker, his highest claim o the
goodwill of his audience, will consist in never trifling with truth, et
there bo no flattery, no buseness, let him say frankly what he thinks, let
him go straight to his point, and he will earry the assembly with hiw,
The people aro not what their flatterers reprosent ; they are houost,
thoy like the truth, thoy honour those who speak to them frankly, even
when their views differ from those of the spenkor. ‘Pho safest way
thereforo is to take the bull by the horns; the French people possess the
excollent quality of admiring courage aven in au enemy.  Bub courage
alone will not suffico for success.  There areo still two conditions. The
first is not to alfect a lofty contempt for & popular prejudice ; the people
do not like pedants.  On the contrary, you must go back modestly to
first principles, you must neglect no detail, you must lead your hearor
to lay hia finger on his error.  Tho sccond condition is tho most im-
portant. It is that your andience must feel that you are actuated by no
othor motive than the love of truth. If an assombly hus any doubt of
your honesty and sincerity you may as well retire, you nro only losing
time, People will never believe in a man if they do wot respret hin, 1
thay listen to him it will be as they would to an actor, to amuse them-

with his affability and intelligent appearance, and very soon folt at home | selves with his buffoonery, and if noed be to hiss, A truo man cannot
with him. After arehnging the ocirole and placing a small drum and | resign himself to not the purt of o stage-player.—7he Teaperaue
two papoer tubes on fhe table, o hymn was sung and an invocation of | Worker.




Arvrin 17, 1874,

—= =

A (-”“'N(”HM ON 1111}

To the Wditor,  Siv, g havo iust B
ho first volume of the « p,k “‘:‘":" ;‘,(."
ponelusions seem o mo iy 4
pegirds othors, T must, aiyy
yeainclor of the wopk,
st rogrot that the autl

“BOOK OR don.”

v ovending, with great interest,
lisputahle: l)l'll‘ll":";:'iyr]”:‘ Yy Tyt ST,
iply mm]»m;d my jud ."' |‘y ki
R A et i'n}I'H m.mn!. BT hoave vend (he
67 ol X iV 1t ""l .«\_vulmn'u dlyowliore, |
flons on various points, some of \\‘]li;wh | ]unltl\ referenoes mmd pxplana-
though ho frequently I M shall pregently consider, — Al-
. R ot e ‘\"““ﬂ Higging, yet fow vouddvs nre probubl

aequainted with the elaborvate weitings of the 1 g M L ko
of thoe statements in the 1 SR 0 ‘ 16 Tattor, upon which many

ook of God™ vest. T am very glud to weo
'}m‘l'l-".':"')]?"f‘l“'."f“ 0 ""l_""'_”-“h fho “ Annoaly psis " wnd Illll;i)c‘ nlso the
h:”‘“::‘ ruids,” and Higging's other enrlior works, which nve still less

I hopo the author of the “Book of Ctod ™
ool part, and .-‘mu.l You a veply to them, as they inyolve sevoral points
of (vnm'-ldv_r.-.nl)ln al'u-_ulllhl importance, .'\ny ono aaquainted with hig
former writings (which T have Tong known and adiired) ennnot fail o
recognise the authorship of his present anonymous works.

First of ull..tlu\ small antiquity he n.»x.-‘i;;lmlln the humsm raeo (under
10,000 yenrs) is o stumbling<block to e, belioving, ns 1 do, that tho
drift-instravrents and other geologionl evidences point to o fay greator
intiquity. These, however, may perhaps, in his opinion, be remaing of
an inferior mace, belonging fo the Inst Kalpan?  But miwy not all the
Kalpa be connected, and the new inhabitants of ench up'ring from the
Tast, both materially and (fo gome extent ulso) spirifually ?

The Deluge of Atlantis,~Our author suys thaf the Mexieans were
aparated from the rest of the world sineo that time. Now I believo
that the Mexicins and other American nafions had traditions of tho
deluge so closely conneeted with those of the OId World that they must
have heen devived from thenee since the event itself. T am move inclined
{0 believe that tho Mexicans came oviginally from Iastern Asia. Is
anything ascertainablo of the goography of the anecient world hefore
the deluge? 1 wuch doubt the existence of a suflicient quantity of land
fo bridge over the Atlantio within so recent a period. There is no
wientific evidence of any recent geographical communieation befween
the wost coast of the Old World and the east coast of America ; and
all the intermediato groups of isl:m{ls (the Azores, Canaries, &c.) present
the appearance of having been wulu_ly ?fl‘]).'n‘:l,l.'(t(l from any confinent:
for & very long period. 1 ghould be inclined, for secientific IeAsON, {o
blieve that a much larger estent ol country was submerged in thoe
Indian Ocean, between India and Madagascar (or af least south of

India), than in the Atlantic Ocean. This is partly confirmed by the

half-submerged city of Mahabalipore, in Tudia, supposed to have been

destroyed in this flood. -May not the traditionary direction of Atlantis
itsolf be an error ?
“sfll"llfet::(ll of the Kalpa.—All the nnciqnt. prophecies indicntq th'nt the
destruction and renewal of the earth will be caused by heat. It is cor-
fain that its temperature has h(-.en. (and is still) rising wn.l} comparative
rapidity ever since the lask gl:wml. ep(gc]» ; and it is pussxh].(s that t.].msn
pmphe'cies may point to the cnlmmntmn. of the next tropical pm'md.
The Voluspa nsserts that the next epr)uh. will ba F(\.nplcd by a pair who
have survived this destruction. This would seem fo imply that
the human race will not be enfirely d(-.s(,roycfl at t.hp end of the Kalpa.
spiritfm[i,w.- -Our author speaks of "spin('.-rap&nng, and other lying
wonders.” Surely he does not regard the lm\'m'. phienoment as always
unreliable and evil?  The higher of course he himself _:uhml’s. .
Oulnephat—In o previous work, he alludes to this as a Sansorif

hook, Enmemoser mentions it as Persian.
Arke.—Can the Persian Scemuryh, or Anka be conmeeted with this

word ? ;

In conelusion, T may add that T am always glad fo see new systems of
philosophy from any quarter. None at present seem .(aomplelo, but the
deficiencies of one are supplied by the others. Ultimately, I expect,
they will be all seen to be only other phases of the great theory of
evolntion of our material seientists, and that the true reeonciliafion of
wieneo and Spiritualism is to be looked for in this direetion. »{\}’n\;rs]éﬁ:(:.

will take my queations in

Mg, Winnrans leaves for Paris on Wednesday. Ile will be absent
from London for two weeks, After his return is geances will be re-
sumed a9 usual ; notice of the fact will appear in the Muniuat.

Ty “Sympathy of Religions,” by Colonel Iigginson, price 2d., is a
remarkablo tract. We supply it in large parcels for distribution at
the rate of 10s. per 100. Send 24d. for a specimen.

Prove your Dara—We often hear a great deal about *“insuflicien,
‘evidence,” and it is the boast of would-be-thought great men that ¢y
ficeept nothing until it has been proved! But who is to draw the line
a8 to where the proving should end? A case of this kind ocours just
now in the question as to the gauge of railway best adapted to India,
“ But whether,” says the Circle, “the ¢ battle of the gauges’ in India is
r to come to an end we should hardly venture to predict. The

] pers, howeyer, are beginning to draw attention to the fact

t_E: Gtovernment fail to come to a decision upon the matter it is
for want of estimates bearing on the question. According to one
om, the history of the Indian battle of the gauges up to the present
reads like o chapter of Rabelais. The deliberations of Govern-
o guided in the first instance by rough estimates. These were
| up by preliminary estimates, Further information being re-
ernment was supplied with detailed cstimates. Its appetite
ates having been now thoroughly roused, it demanded others
owing order :—Detailed estimates, completo estimates, rovised
supplementary estimates, final estimates, comparative esti-
abstract estimates, combined estimates. When these were finished

o had arvived,’ in official parlance, for ‘« very car¢fully-con-

nate;’ and so there were produced forthwith, alternative
broad-gauge estimates, narrow-gauge estimates, estimates for
go with narrow-gauge rails, estimates for narrow gauge, taking
lway and calling it your own, threo-railed railway esti-
nators then felt exhausted, and rested awhile, but now
‘z‘? re ordered to spend a morry Christmas, and
", in making still more comparative estimates pnder new
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ODDE AND INDH,
@ Ty Dy servitt o dog thint he should do thia great thing # v Kaxay vill, 12,
v And yef 1 kknew notesueh fhe enrme ofgin!
ot the fall camia, what was vipe within
Whit, demaon L hind oot pust gaelcling thoe,
Mo fined that he conld go alone in orlme,"”
OrAnt Mawsey's Lale of Flornily, p. 5.
Topieis 14 80 Rurnoanesgion.—16 may bo nsked, ¢ [w thers no retro-
gression in the caso of an individunl committing w orime, or doing any
wrong, oven the mast trifling 2" Wo my “No” The commission of
the erime, the doing the wrong, is nothing more than the manifestation
of the inner man on the externsl plane (Matt, v, 28), and is, maybe, tho
"l'"': in n ](,”“ mlri(;" ()r prﬂl'i(‘“”"u l‘ﬂ““"g llpwur(] .o l'l:r()r[". IL l""’y
bo the one thing necessnry to bring the individual faes Lo face with the
domon of evil thoughts he has been for nye nursing in his bosom, Tho
sufforing vesulting from euch wanifestation will ulLiumL(-ly lead him to
soo the necemsity of turning his efforts towards self-veform.  With some
such external manifestation is no doubl necessary, before they o
realise their own undeveloped state.  Others, on the contrary, are able
to detect and correct their eval tondencies without it. A habif, of self-
communing, analysing ruthlessly ono’s innermost motives, in ugeful in
this way. Let us sternly judge oursclves, in order that we may not he
judged. The touchstone in ench circumstance will bo, “Iave wo felt
ag wo would bo felt, towards, done as we wounld be done by 2" T'n apply
this touchslone effectunlly, it is above all things neceasary to (0 put
yourself in his (i.e. your neighbour’s) place.” 1, M.
Bath, March 20th, 1874.

No suffering is so acute as that which memory ean inflet through the
recollection of a badly-spent life but when {his suffering has ltl)lllpt'“l-(i
us to give np wrong doing, and fo lead a vighteous life, the fime has
conte when wo ghould no longer allow memory fo hanunt ng ag 4 l'nr:xrfu.l
spectro, but look it quictly in the face mnd learn the lessons it alone
onn teach 3 for I cannot believe memory was given us for the purpose nl"
torturing us for ever, as suggesied by those who eall it the “never-dying
worm.” No, no. Memory is only one of the fieultios bestowed |;l)m|
us by a righteous and loving heavenly Father—and this granted, we
may be quite sure it is part of the means to promote our Illlillllill,l:
happiness. Sexnx,

1 haye heard it said that for every disease there is a enve to he 1‘4,.[,,,1
gomowhere in the world.  So, T believe that Tor every trouble or trial
which can come upon o man, there is a trath to be found, which, it
taken to his heart, would act as a specific. ’ Sesey.
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PECULATIONS ox tue PHILOSOPILY of EXISTENCE ‘
By MrepiNa, author of “Estudios Acerca del Progresso doi
Espivitu,” &c.  Price 3d.
T 15 I [

HE CONNECTION BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND
SOLAR WORSHIP. From the French of M. Dvrurs. Price 1s.

MOSES A N D BUxN ¢ G H U B
A MYTHOLOGICAL PARALLEL.

In which it is shown that the History of the Jew Moses as recorded in
the Bible, and that of the fabulous god Bacchus of the Egyptians,
Greeks, and Romans, as given by the Heathen Poets, are Identical.

By Mites McSwreNey. Prics 1s.

SYMPATHY"» OR

By T. W. HiGGINSON.

RELIGIONS,

Price 2d,

London : J. Burxs, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.
“A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW.”
BrED CorN: a New Beries of Tracts on Spivitualism,

No. 1.—MATHEMATICAT, SPIRITUALISM. 4 pp.: 1s. per 100,

No. 2.—BPIRINUALISM AXD THE Gosprn oF JEsus. By J. Burns; showing the
parallel between the life and teachings of Jesus, and the principles of
Bpiritualism. 4 pp.; ls. per 100.

No, 3. —Tur PRINCIPLIES OF MODERN BPIRITUALISM.
1s. per 100,

No. 4.—Wmar 18 BpIRITUALISM 2 Explaining the philosophy of the phenomena,
rules and conditions for the spirit-circle; and ample information for investi-
gators desirious of obtaining the manifestations. 4 pp.; 1s. per 100,

No. 5.—Tik CrRrep oF Tuk Spirirs. The Ten Spiritual Commandments and
the Ten Laws of Right, given through Emma Hardinge. 4 pp.; 18. per 100,

No. 6.—DR. BrxTON'S CONVERSION 10 BPIRITUALISM. 4 pp.; Is. per 100,
No..7.—FAcrs CONCERNING BPIRITAULISM. 4 p.p; 1s. per 100.

INFORMATION FOR INVESTIGAT()Ré.

The most extraordinary Phenomena, the best information
to Inquirers, and the most concise and interesting view of
Spiritualism is given in the

“ JOEN KING" NUMBER OF THE " MEDIUM.”

16 pages, price 1d.

This number containg an Xngraving of the materialised form of the
spirit “ Joux Kixg,” and an account of numerous experiments at which

the spirit was scon, heard, and felt, in gaslight, daylight, and in a light
produced by the spirit iteelf,
Read it ! * Truth is stranger than fiction."

THE ' GERALD MASSEY" NUMBER OF THE "' MEDIUM"

Is 16 pnges and Contains a beautiful Engraving and Life of Grrarp
Massry, who is a Bpiritualist; also an Orstion by Mrs. TArrax

Price One Penny,
London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

By A. E. Newton, 4 pp.,
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A BEANCE WITH MRE. HERNE,

""Mf Mr. Burns, —Sines T wrote you the letfer of ol week, we have
i favoured with sill more rensrkable phenomens, through the

mwhmmlup of Me. Herne, und shal) be glad if you will find it a placs !
“John |

m !h‘i .\lmm-., as i is the .,‘q,“.[ Lo my Inst, and K""}',"
Ki and “ Potor” requested, by diroet writing, to which they np-
pended their mignntiures, that “we should hove put in the Muvion,”
roving that youy paper is an soknowledged *wnedium ” by the spirits.
ou will observe 1y my lust that my wile was prasented with a live
Hgeon Al i Nl’u«llulq;t ponnoe, | wos likewiso thn fortunate m’”m'
of snother, witly dipeet writing announeing it 10 be intended for a mate
for llu.' one iven bofors.  Lake the first, it appeared (o drop, with much
ﬂ\l“l‘ﬂllz of s wings, fromm the co,'l“llg. olose b}' my mice, I Mng on
lhr other mide of Lhe fable, ,umr]y (,ppl,.ﬂl‘ 0 My, Herne, and n a few
mimutes a shawer of peas came rattling down on the table, two distinet
rattlos being hoard ut the sane time, one nosr the ceiling, the other on
the table. A light being strock, writing was found um?r.r the peas—
“ Pons for the pigeona.” AL the smne seance, a beautiful light was seen
by all, and eontinued for some tite to flost about the room, in fantastic
ourves, 1o the time of the sin ng; it was, indeod, & beautiful ligh'.. A
guitar and bell wers repeatedly carried round the room at each seance,
touching the hends of sitters, and played while near the ceiling, the bell
actually hitting the esiling 1o ednvinee e,  Warm and beautifully soft
hands were continually felt by all, and onee * Katey ™ took a peneil
from behind my ear, to write with, of course under test conditions, all
hands being held. Four spirits were heard talking in the direct voice,
and one repeatedly signed his name to communications as * Edwin,” a
departed friend of mine, who sometimes controls me. In addition to
the wbove, we had all the ususl phenomena sttending circles, without a
wonent's cossation from bog"uﬁu toend. At another Beance, a mrmthly-
rose bush was brought in full bﬁmm, in ﬂum:r-sm.'the whole mea-
suring twenty-five inches in height. This was heard distinctly rustling
near the eeiling, before it fell, with a heayy thud, on the table, in front
of my wife. She naturally put her hand up to feel what it was, and
found it E!l])])‘lﬂ‘d by » long stick, aa flowers are. A matling of leaves
was afterwards hoard, and it sounded pa if * Peter” were tearing it to
pieces; but on lighting the gas, the plant was found quite perfect, but
the stiek gone, nlthough the hole was in the soil, showing where it had
been. Bearch was afterwards made for it, but it could not be found.
This, also, was kindly presented to Mrs. Young (with “ Katey's” eonsent )
by the family. We have the whole of the flowers, plant, and birds
now in our possession, and shall feel 2 pleasure in showing them to any
one wishing 1o see them., 1 must not omit to add that T had intended
Jeaving for home before this occurred ; but by direct writing, 1o which
“ Katey,” “ John,” * Peter,” and * Edwin " appended their names, with
the drawing of two locomotive engines, and a request “‘not to go home
till Thursday,” which, Jiad we not listened to their injunetions, should
have been deprived of the pleasure we afterwards so nMch epjoyed.
The seance concluded with a lot of direct writing, such as, *The God
of Love is here to-night ; pray to Him," &, Although I have sat at
scores of seances, I never experienced such a continuance of powerful
munifestations before.—1 am, yours faithfully, J. F. Yousa.
6, Stepney Street, Llanelly, March Bth, 1874,

SPIRITUALISM IN DUBLIX.

Ax ordiniary meeting of the Royal College of Bcience Debating
Bomety. was held in the Examination Hall of ﬁw College on Saturday
Just, the 1t ult., when a paper was resd by Mr. A. Humboldt Sexton,
F.C8., on Bpirit Photography.

The author skefched shortly its general principles of photography,
and gave an account of the conditions which appesred to be necessary
for the production of spirit photographs, and showed that the presence
of light was not ﬂemn!i:}l. He then gave an aecéount of a seance (in the
house of a friend) at which he was present, when several very success-
ful spirit J)bmogmphu were taken (in one of which 2 spirit form was
recognised ) under conditions which rendered deception unpossible, and
eoneluded by stating that no theory other than the spiritual one could
aceount for this, or any other spiritual phenomena. 7The paper was
illustrated by a collection of spirit photographs.

Mr. Munroe (Becretary of the Society) said he thought those por-
traits in which the spirit-form iz opaque might be easily imitated (he
would not say how), but he did not know how those in which the figure
was rent were done, but he would try and find out and bring the
methods before the society.

Mr. Coyle (President) thought if the spirits conld be photographed it
must be material, and if material they must be visible, since all matier
was visible ; be meant all matter that reflected light., If light was not
essential why eould not other salts beside those of Eilver be used for the
senzitive plate ?

Mr. J. Robinson (photographer, Grafton Street) asked permission to
say a few words, which was at once secorded.  He paid he had long been

Inqmmg“inw the subject, and had seon o le number of spirit pholo-
t had never met any person who had seen them taken, but

’mm what he had heard now he was quite patisfied as to their genuine-
ness.  He did not think the photographs eould be imitated, at least not
wi eonnivance of the sitter.  Beveral other gentlemen having
spoken, Mr. Sexton briefly replied, ond the meeting adjourned,

SPIRITUALISM IN GLASGOW,

To the Editor.—Desr Bir,—Under the shove heading Mr, James
EBrown has given a most unfavourable view of our progress in Glasgow
in the Mrvivu of Mareh 20th. 17, Mr. Editor, you will permit me, I
will detail some of the facts as briefly as possible, The Spiritusl Tnsti-
tution, which has cost Mr. Brown and “Tiecumshie” g0 much grief, is
us lively as its best friends could wish (notwithetanding its recent de-
cense), und the members hold circles every night in the week except
Baturday, when we meet to practise music from seven Lill balf-past eight,
then dance till ten. The ow Association of § irit.ullilum been
in the habit of meeting once or twice a week for

last seven or oi;bt

years for the purposs of talking !%l.hulwn , whereas the big outside |
public wanted to soe Spiritualism. Association could not ses their

way to satisfy this demand until two Ameriean gentlemen, 8im and

!

| eintion's rooins.

!
!

:

c1od our sity and showed us how 10 gt up largs g,
fn’;rt'd::ﬁlu g The first, of those came ‘,";f., 018 W
evening—no_one bad been P"’P",’d w{mmm eimnlal Srtupany By
other way—Mr, Nishet in the chair. 1 et on for o, !
weoks very sucoesefully, until all of 2 the Bon prog,, .
eoversd Lhat those meetings were ?mmwtwml. They e ;:l

a resolution that no such mesting should be allowed jy -, "
The mestings were still continued, bus lyony,,,, :‘;
the time cams when the Assoriation elosed for four months, | g,}) e
mission to hold the meetings in the rooms while they wer 1, !.;.
Lhe session. Menntime, the roowms on the same isnding 'Mm-'"
less. I leased them for the 'm:ﬁ“ of bolding circles and iy 4
verts, which sdded largely to membersbip of the Awoeigy,, "0
Brown complains that those who compored the circles me o, ¥,
evenings and at the same hour.  This never took place, th ... %t
toolk care that this should not be. The real truth js tha l;‘:‘o‘;‘gq
for the second time this season taken possession of the A"’m,-’ baa
Inst, night is the second Bundsy night we have bad 50 leotyy, |~ %
of any sort. Potny

1 feel, Mr. Editor, I bave tsken mors of your valushl, .

I intended, but before concluding, I would like %o way ,”"::” tha
reforencs 1o o parsgraph in the Mepioux of April 10ih, by M, *:’m 0

s

Adams. It requires very little ration to discover the P
runs through whols production, and also the wl.i-sumgg,_ac“? Y
writer, No man can wrile or speak #0 grammatical as “ g, j’;"u,

| that “ Jeemns” does not know all the facts of the cass, 5.4

o
is unable to speak about them truthfully ; that the men of iudgpm""ﬂ'm,
(referred 1o by “ Jeems”) did not leave the Instituts ; that 4, L;'dw,
was dissolved o g:t shot of those clever people ; that the ne, a:t'.n %,
Association is to comfond of those great minds, with » Jmn‘:'j L
top. What a wonderful Association it will be!—Very truly Yoturs ™ e

Jhsns 'B.,';c

P.6.—1I forgot to take notice of the queries, at the end of g,
by * Jeems,” that the soirée referred 1o is the only one I ws 5, ~ %%
ocket by, that ta;:q managers have 13s. 9d. in the bank, thas “;Q:: o
#w exceptions company was composed of those why e,
circles during the week.—J. B. VRO Blend g,

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—8ecing you have generouels Opeisd
columns for the discussion of Bpiritualism in Glasgow, will you 107"
allow one who has interested himself somewhat in the =y biae vtarm?
few words in support of the admirable letter of Mr. Adyme 100"
no sequaintance with Mr, Adame, and write simply in the i
genuine Bpiritualism. i '

For many months past public investigation here, pure and sigrg, +
been o sham. A clique has possessed itself of the rooims in the ‘j‘-&f‘?x
putting to the door, I may say, all honest, earnest inquiries. Twn»
comeeit of one man, and the silly bunptiousness of another v&rt'% F
scares an intelligent visitor, o that 1 make bold 1, sy hiis. Bret :,’*
proves his last. And then there are the “imediums” why geve 1
assure you, develop beyond the barest inanities. T feel portsin s
there has not, been a solitary revelation worth recording in the :
of seances held under theauspices of the “ wonderfyl hm}{ﬂg ST
Had there been 80, your columns would have benefited therdyy, Wie
is it that we find in the Mepivs week after week flourishin ,;',;Y;,_r,j‘,;,.
the progress of Spiritualism in various parts of the eountre bot sere
a word of comfort from Glasgow ? Let he who trims the i"-‘::s %
proper height for epirit manifestations reply. A word or twe ,mﬁ Faia
done. A new and true society is in course of formation, it would spper
May it gr per ! A word of warning, however, may not he gt of v
I would ask the promoters of the new soeiety 15 be é;,— %
selection of lady mediums. It is no secret that the maoying spirit witk
many of them here is the prospeet of a dance every Saturday might 104
a ninepenny soirée now and then. Such jueetings are 1much mors stine-
tive than seances ; indeed, I very much fear the seances are o ofie
but & peg on which to hang the lively meetings of a lot of Jight-hesdsd
lassies, whom it pleases Mr. Bowman to think are being developsd—
physically, perhaps they may be; spiritually, I very much doube. Te
me calibre of the males who keep company “with thess irls o
mostly of the R. McEwan t;zen—n type who delight in dark sessess
einging. tea-drinking, and cing till half-past three o'clock in the
morning. Such characters are certain to damage the ecanuse of Spiritasl-
ier in our midst, apd until they are relegated to their proper spher—
the singing saloon and dancing elub—thers can be no harmony witsin
the walls of the Trongate Institution. I have spoken the simple trath,
and knowing your impartiality and love of fair play, 1 ask vou to 57
this letter a in your valuable paper, in the hope that the thorossd
ventilation of the subject will dispel the distrust at present existioz &
gpiritual circles in this the second city of the empire—I am, yourt
respectfully, TrrTnsEssis.

| f
”; B
nlerest .o

eful in ther

——

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—As your former correspondent, of whott
* Juimes Adams’ in your last issue says he * neither knows nor cares
know,” T would thank you to favour me with space to point out o2
two things of more importance which he lh.inhm “does know,” and 02
which he is totally ignorant. He says that he * never knew " thst Mr.
MecDonald, our “ conductor,” was a medium of any sort. Every ©%
but * James Adams,” who attended the circles, knows that Mr, MeDon®
with the * divining rod” or “stick” could not be equalled in gettf
messages on all subjects from the spirit-world, Mr, Adams al= *‘-"’;
“ He is no healing medium, never was such.” In reply to this 11'1:”
to state that Mr. McDonald bas long beeny known to be, as I 2id b“\[r
a * wonderful healing medium ;” more than this, I beg to infor™ “
Adsims that Mr. McDonald has at the present time o class of P"E'h“
whomn he is training in healing mediumehip, who meet ev«-r,v"r' “tin
evening, and who are already making good progress under '"-‘“‘;
and training. If “James Adams ” thinks fo magoify his 0w 5o
ability here by ridieuling Mr. MeDonald because his ctf]“‘"‘"l he
neglected, ho 18 mistaken, as Mr. McDornald knows himself 'h”_‘ e 10
dkcﬁvo in this and never makes any pretensions e-lm for

seak or write grammatically, but. nevertheless, be is domsu"‘i‘e othe?

. ism than the * chief grumbler ” James Adams nod 8

gromblers put together,




ApRIL 17, 1874.

Apologising for again trespassing on your valuable space, which I
ooly do in dofenco of a much-nbused and maligned man, I am, yours
u-ul]- A R. W. McEwax.

205, St. Vincent Streot, Glasgow, 14th April, 1874.

Wo think wo have now allowed all partics to be heard, and must
(oo the disoussion,—io, M. |

MR. MORSE'S APPOINTMENTS.

Bnnn.\‘ml.\.\l.—«Sunday. April 19th, Athenaum Rooms, Templo Row.
Morning at eleven o'clock ; evening nt seven o’clock,

pverroot.—Kriday, April 24th, specinlly rotained for soirée and con-
vorsazionoe of the Liverpool Paychological Society.
Sunday, April 26th, Islington Assembly Rooms,
three; evening ab seven.

reryoNpwWIKE.—Sunday, May 3rd, Co-operative Hall. Afternoon at
2.30; evening at 6.30,

ens—Re-engaged.  May Gth.

Aascnester.—Sunday, May 10th,

Oupat—Sunday, May 17th,

BARROW, 1

Aftornoon ab

Bunry,
NEWCASTLE, I
[IVERPOOL, |
Daruaygrox, Brsior Auckranp, Ginasaow, and Savrsury, during July
and August.
Mr. Morse's address during next week is, Warwick Cottage, Old
Ford Road, Bow, London, E,

During June,

MR. MORSE AT NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

No report of these proceedings haying appeared in the Meptuy, the
writer hopes to repair the omission by a slight sketch of the impression

roduced on the mind of an earnest inquirer into modern Spiritualism.,
The remarkable psychological phenomena which are taking place through
the mediumship of Mr. Morse were repeated here a fortnight ago, with
complete suceess. Throughout a series of five lectures the audienco enj oyed
an intellectual feast of the highest order. A variety of “delicacies” in
philosophy, seience, and religion were provided for the guests. Some
of them, doubtless, might be considered a little “out of season” by the
strictly conservative and orthodox. Like all great reformers, «Tien”
is in advance of the age, and has a tendency to make the owners of
inherited prejudices and stilted dogmas feel a little uncomfortable.
But to the writer, who has sometime wandered outside the conventional
nle, his utterances seemed to embody the loftiest: philosophy, the most
ireefutable logic, the most rational theology, the purest precepts for the
life that is, and the sublimest prospects for the life to come. The
wighty outlines and glorious destiny of the human race wero revealed
to the enlightened gaze, and, side by side with this beautiful natural
world, stood forth as the manifestation of a Divine idea—

“ All are but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body Nature is, and God the soul.”

Wae were agked to contemplate in the future state, not a dead level of
glorified saints—infallible beings and perfected intelligences—but a
world of thought, aspiration, and action—the spiritual counterpart of
our own. Not another birth and another existence, in which all the past
shall be blotted out ; but a continuation of this life under improyed and
- refined conditions. CGlod, the first and final cause—immortality, the posi-
tive effect—progress, the indispensable condition, the one immutable law
by which all are governed, and which each receives in the exact propor-
tion that he is fitted to receive it—* over there” as well as here,
It is impossible to listen attentively to these lectures without feeling
the conviction that they are the utterances of a highly-gifted and
equally highly-cultivated mind, of a long meditative life devoted to
studying the works and purposes of God. They supply the great de-
mand of the age, viz, an intelligent conception of the future state;
thereby dispensing with the necessity of a great deal of unreasoning
faith in this fivst stage of life and the performance of a miracle at its
close. Compared with  Tien's” sublime teachings, how small appears
the incomprehensible salvation and dammation of the churches! how
absurd the ravings of an effete priesthood! But the churches are no
longer the pioneers of progress; the great army of human thought has
marched past them. Philosophy, science, and even commerce are in
the vanguard, and the priests for the most part are found limping in
the rear, attached to the ambulance waggons or the commissariat de-
partment. To those who have never doubted, who have found their
consolation in the ereeds of their forefathers, never asking if their faith
is intelligible, somo of the statements may appear wild and vague; but
to such as have dared to think for theamselves, who by a too-earnest
desive to follow truth whithersoever she may lead, and have reasoned
themselves, step by step, to the very brink of an abyss, from which the
boldest spirit shrinks back appalled, to such as these the words of Mr.
orse's guide como with the vividness and force of a revelation; a
glorious sunbeam gilds their path, hitherto so dark and dreary, and a
“bow of promise” illumines the unknown beyond. ~ New point is
added to these lines from Pope :—
“All Natuve is but art unknown to thee ;
All chance, direction which thou canst not see ;
All discord, harmony not understood ;
All partial evil, universal good.

And spite of pride, and erring reason’s spite,
One truth is clear,—whatever is, is right.”

ZERo,

EXPOSURE OF CONJURERS.

To the Bditor.—Sir,—I should not haye troubled you with this com-
Wunication if Mr. Collier had not introduced my name into his eulogy
of Dr, Monck’s eaposé of the conjurers. Naturally, I cannot but feel
hurt ot Dr. Monek's conduct in this matter, but still I should have kept

grievance to myself, and not have rushed into print on the subject,

hind not My, Collier—I think very unnecessarily—made o comparison

between my published lecture and that delivered by Dr. Monck. He

| '\.“ " Phig eaposé of Dr. Monek’s is entirely difforent to that of Dr, Sex-
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ton's, and does not in any way interfero with the necesmty_‘ f().r 1lmt'
gentloman's well-known lecture on *Spirit Mediums and Conjurers.
Dr. Sexton denls with the conjurer's enbinet and box tricks; Dr. Tonck,
on the other hand, confines himself to an cxposé of the v.onjurm"s (l:u:k
seance & e Dibler, merely giving a» verbal explanation of such *mani-
fostations’ ng Maskelyne and Lynn perform,”

Now, every person who has henrd iy lt:«_zl.uru on ** Spirit Mediums
and Conjurers,” or read my small publication on the subject, knows
perfectly well that T do not confine my exposé to the * eabinet and box-
tricks,” bub inelude in it the whole of the trieks of the conjurers that are
supposed to simulate spivitunl phenomenn, |mrliunlurly the dark seance
of the man calling himself l)i}h\vr. and the blood-writing of Dr, Tynn.

[ need hardly say that, assisted by my friend, Mr, Ogan, T was the
only person in tho spiritual movement who discovered the real secrets of
the conjuring tricks under congideration, This I did with much trouble,
great oxpense, and only after devoting a very considerable amount of
time to the subjeet ; nm{ for having done so I have been made the vietim
of the vilest abuse, nnd the most malicious falsehoods regarding my
private character, that any poor mortal ever had to endure. A dozen oy
more of small amateur conjurers have started in regular business on the
strength of what they learned from me at my publie lectures and ex-
posures ; and Dr. Monck is indebted to the same source for his informa-
tion. In my own house he was shown, again and again, all the tricks
that he now does in public, and yery much trouble was taken by myself,
my son George, and Mr. Ogan, to explain them thoroughly to him, Let
him say what he would ever have known of Dr. Lynn's blood-writing—
which he now makes an attempt at showing in his lectures—if he had
not learned it in the manner desceribed.

Now I do not complain that Dr. Monck or anyone else should expose
the impudent: pretensions of these conjurers, but it is rather hard after I
have expended so much time and money in the matter, and brought
upon myself the slanders of the whole fraternity of jugglers, that I
should be completely supplanted in my public work by another man who
i8 indebted to me for all he knows on the subject.

The conjurers have now come out with new tricks. Who is to dis-
cover the seeret of these? TLet Dr. Monck or Mr. Collier make the
attempt, and if they succeed I shall be inelined to think that after all
they might have discovered the others without being taught.

1 write this with no ill-feeling to Dr. Monck, but, simply to put my-
self right with your readers who may have perused Mr. Collier's letter.
Dr. Monck is one of the most mm-vcylouu mediums that have appeared
in modern times; he should be content with that, and leave to others,
fields which they have made peculiarly their own. Still, if he is desirous
of devoting his time in future to exposing conjuring tricks he is quite
welcome to have the entire field to himself. I will retire with the
groatest possible pleasure, only he must discover future tricks for himself.
‘Chere is now a fine opportunity at the Egyptian ITall for the display of
his powers in that respect. GlEORGE SEXTON.

Case or ArnteGep SecoNp Stanr.—A singlar case is reported from
the neighbourhood of Marlborough, A labourer named Duck, em-
ployed by Mr. Dixon, of Mildenhall Warren Farm, was in charge of
a horse and watercart on the farm, when the animal took fright and
knocked him down. The wheel went over his chest, and the injuries
he received were such that his death occurred shortly afterwards.
However, the singular part of the story remains to be told. Duck
resided at Rainsbury, and immediately after the accident Mr. Dixon
despatched a woman to acquaint his wife with the fact. On arriving
at her home the messenger found her out gathering wood, but shortly
after, a girl, who was her companion, arrived, and, without beinej)told
what has occurred, volunteered the statement that 'Ria (Mrs. Duck)
was unable to do much that morning, that she had been very much
frightened, having seen her husband in the wood. Shortly after-
wards Mrs. Duck returned without any wood, and being informed
by a neighbour that a woman from Mildenball Woodlands wished to
see her, ejaculated immediately, *“My David’s dead, then.” Inquiry
bas since been made by Mr. Dixon of the woman, and she positivel
asserts that she saw her husband in the wood, and said, “ Hallo, David,
what wind blows you here, then?” and that he made no reply. Mr.
Dixon inquired w{mt time this occurred, and she replied “About ten
o’clock”—the time at which the fatal accident took place.—Birmingham
Daily Mail, April 7,

Seirrr ReveAuina ox Huyan Macserisy.—Each individual has his
own peculiar magnetism. Everything which emanates from God is in
some degree impregnated with this magnetism or God-principle. It is
the connecting link with Deity, who formed and sustains the whole of
animate and inanimate matter. Man can disseminate from his person
what may make the happiness or misery of many. The force which
pervades him and emanates from him on all occasions is a powerful
instrument for good or the reverse in his hands. The magnetism
which you throw off is a test of what you are; it is the essence or

There is every vuriet{‘ of shades of magnetism,
from the highest spheres of light and love to the lowest depths of Hades.

If you throw off from your persons impure and sinful thoughts and

feelings, they poison the influence they come en rapport with, and a

magnetism is generated bad in proportion to the state of your feelings.
This magnetism or aura, pervading all, is light in proportion to their
dovelopment, in the love of good, and the lighter and brighter it is the
more good is imparted to their surroundings. This aura is in the
darkest and most depraved, but it is black and pernicious in proportion
to the love of evil, and is noxious in its effects, Men must work each
ono for himself fearlessly for their deliverance from the love of evil,
and they will ever be aided by ministering spirits,who have passed from
the earth-sphere, and, having progressed to higher conditions, are read

to assist them in so great and good a work, %Vhen quitting the eart

the dispositions of men form their magnetism—their * robes "—to com-
mence ooverini_them for imp:ortality. Just as the man, while here,
has developed himself in holiness, purity, and love, just in proportion
as he has cultivated true knowledge and wisdom, just so much and no
more does ho attract to himself the beautiful element of magnetism of
which those virtues are composed; and man there is near to the

Divinity, when he is pure and bright in his. spiri ili
Cultivate, then, the love of the purenu%:d gi)rzad).tlg}nféf‘lml e
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