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OCR VISIT TO T H E  L IV E R P O O L  C O N FE R E N C E .
The labour of getting together a “ John King" number of the

• • h in half the usual time, and with a Bank holiday in the 
Chile of it, rendered our presence in London so imperative that
• was an absolute impossibility for us to be present on the first 
;-,v of the Conference. We bade adieu to the “ printer's devil "

.nly form in which his dusky majesty dare reveal himself to 
. on Tuesday evening after eight o'clock, and had only one 
-;r left to make all preparations and get to Euston Square in 

;jme for the night train north. In looking for a compartment 
•n which smokers do not congregate we were delighted to meet 
Air. Farnham on his way to America, son of Eliza W. Farnham, 

of that beautiful story the “ Ideal Attained." The journey 
■tr. s pleasant, the night beautiful, and, on arrival, we spent the 
m ming. till the houses were open, in visiting the river and other 
pl.'.res of interest. On obtaining admittance to Mr. Wall's hotel 
ire wre pleased to meet a strong deputation from Yorkshire, 
h-ade.I by the venerable Mr. Weatherhead, of Keighley, and Mrs. 
Watherhead, who were accompanied by Mr. D. Richmond, of 
Darlington, who introduced Spiritualism into Yorkshire twenty 
ye-rs ago. Mr. Wall is himself an indefatigable investigator of 
Clritualism, and though he had no idea as to the train by which 
ire would travel from London, his spirit-friends had informed him 
about midnight that we should arrive about half-past three '• 
o'cl 5ck, which was strictly true.

As might have been expected, the attendance was not so full at 
the first session as subsequently. We heard that somewhere 
sb".:: twenty persons were present on the morning of Tuesday, 
k: the number increased to. perhaps, forty in the afternoon : the ‘ 
attendance at no time exceeded fifty persons, and during the half 

most of the sessions the number ranged about thirty. Alto- 
other the affair was not flattering as a national representative 
gathering. Me have met a more numerous assemblv on our 
deoutational visits to country towns than congregated at Liver- 
?: L Evidently there was no great call to bring them forth, or 
-' dciibt the attendance would have been larger. As one present 
remarked, the topics discussed might have been at any time ven 
tilated in the columns of the spiritual periodicals. The only 

vati'in introduced was the subject of national organisation, 
which took a form of which no clear indication was given in the 
programme. To understand the nature of this step it will be 
secessary for us to take some notice of what has preceded the 
Liverpool Conference in the work of Spiritualism in this country.

Hi s t o r i c a l  Re t r o s pe c t .
Twelve years ago Spiritualism in this country was represented 

L the Spiritual Magazine, which dealt only with the facts, but 
did not take any interest in the subject as a public movement, nor 
if. organic action, which indeed did not exist at that time. The 
fubli-her of the magazine was not even a Spiritualist, and when a 
Mv came all the way from San Francisco to London to v isit Spiri 
tualists, she found it rather difficult to meet with an introduction. 
About that time Mr. Burns commenced his work for Spiritualism, 
turning his cottage into a nucleus into which literature began to 
crowd from all parts of the world, and from which aid and instruc 
tion commenced to circulate in all directions. Like a solitary 
‘ nucleated cell,” this tiny effort was the basis of normal organic 
growth, which has continued to develop up to the present time. 
Lorn that small beginning, Spiritualism, from being a simple 
matti-r of fact, became a public movement, having a local place 
*>'1-1 habitation. Its basic extension had been hitherto circum- 
•cribed by personal opinions and inherited dogmas, so that the

new truth, with its universal relationship-, was ■’ 
crystalising within its newly accreted principles, the </< > of
ancient and fast-decaying sects. The more active and pr r. uar.-1 
Spiritualists felt that they wanted a basis of demonstrable truth.

' without qualification or limitation, rendering entire fr- • i an of 
action in the religious as well as in the scientific here of 
thought. Not only did these Spiritualists demand the lit to 

I prove the fact of the existence of man after death, and communion 
between the physical and spiritual states, but they also desired t ■ 
enrich human thought and enlighten the public mind 1 y free 
and full discussion of all those allied question? which Lav • tli-ir 
bases in the state of the departed, as revealed through :ri'.- 
communion.

As a means to that end a Convention was held at Darlington 
eight years ago, which was the first attempt at organic action on a 
general scale, or indeed, beyond the limits of the spirit-circle. It 
was emphatically a declaration of principles, and its rep rt was 
the pioneer of a wholly free and unfettered literature. The 
numbers which attended that first Convention, when the state of 
the cause now is compared with what it was then, far exceeded 
in proportion the numbers present at Liverpool last week. There 
was also an earnestness and resolute confiiet on behalf of truth, 
apart from all other considerations; which indicated the fact that 
Spiritualism had from that time disassociated itself from prevailing 
superstitions and limitations, and desired to enter upon a career of 
its own, led alone by the light of reason and revelation.

The second Convention, held at Newcastle, was more or less 
successful in stilling this spirit of free discussion; while the two 
following Conventions in London were the shaking of dry I aes. 
not animated by the spirit which had first called these annual 
meetings into being. But though the body, or visible form o: 
organic Spiritualism, thus apparently grew old and decay-. 1. yet 
the spirit lived on. and gradually waxed powerful in bringing 
together minds that lived in unison with its purposes.

Human Xature was established, and became the organ of the 
Progressive Library, which, on being transferred to the City. 1Y 
Southampton Row, was further developed as the Spiritual Insti 
tution. During these years of progress no attempt was made to 
control the thought or action, or encroach upon the r gilts or 
privileges of anyone, but the desire was manifested to he p all 
who wished to work for the common cau.-e. Soon it was found 
necessary that a tc eek lg  organ should bo established, to bring 
Spiritualists throughout the country into more intimate and 
frequent communion. We shrank from the t: sk for many months, 
but our advisers in spirit-life warmly urged the matter upon us. 
and. with much trepidation and many misgivings, the first number 
of the Me d iu m  appeared.

Last year at Darlington a Jubilee Convention t- fit place, being 
seven years from the first meeting: of the kind held in that town. 
The programme, published in the form of resolutions to be dis 
cussed. was of vital import. The existence of the Spiritual Insti- 
tution. and its active ramifications all over .he country, were 
warmly recognised: and it was recommended that the means for 
sustaining this truly national work should be rendered by all th 
who approved of the propagation of Soi ritualism. Various forms 
of societary action were also discussed and enforced, so that a very 
comprehensive and expedient course i f pr oodure was clearly 
defined for the guidance of those who were in a position to earn 
them into practice. The labours of the past year have v. rv 
pointedly illustrated the wisdom of the resolutions submitted to 
the public at last year’s Convention.

At Liverpool, hist week, the whole of this form of proceeding
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w a s  lvvi ' iNc'd. T h e  j iv i 'sa i i t  i ig c n i ' i c a  ill w o r k  fu r  (In) d i s s e m i n a t i o n  
o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m  w o r n  c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d ,  a n d ,  ill s o m e  ciisn.s, m i s -  
r e p i v - o n l o d ,  a-* w o  s l i a l l  p o i n t  o u t  w l i o u  w o  c o m o  t o  c o n s i d e r  Clio 
m a t t e r s  d i s c u s s e d .

lo r :  i s  o p  ( li t! 1 ANISATtQN.

O n  r e a d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c ec l i ' sh i . - l i e u l  d o g m a s ,  I l ie  s t u d e n t  i s  | 
a s t o n i s h e d  a t  t h e  tae l ,  t h a t  a  c o u n c i l  o r  s y n o d  w o u l d  0110 y e a r  
r e d u e n  t o  h e r e s y  t h a t  w h i c h  h a d  h e o n  e s l a h l i s l i n d  a s  o r t h o d o x  t h e  
y e a r  p r e v i o u s  " T h u n  t h e  d o c t r i n e  id '  t h e  T r i n i t y  h a s  Imon d o z e n s  j 
o f  times v o t e d  t r u t h  a n d  l a l s o h o o d  b y  r e s p e c t i v e  r e p r e s e n t  a l i v e  
C h u r c h  1 a t  her iuu ' . - .  a c c o r d i n g  to  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  t h e  
f r u i t s  o f  I ’n i t a r i a n  o r  T r i n i t a r i a n  in t  r i g u o ,  w o r l d l y  i n t e r e s t  a n d  
p r u d e n t i a l  p o l i c y  r a t h e r  t h a n  t r u t h  b e i n g  t h e  r u l i n g  p o w e r  in  
h r i m r i i i "  t o  t h e  f r o n t  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  d o g m a s .  I I n m a n  n a t u r e  i s  
t h e  s a m e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  s o m e w h a t  a l t e r e d ,  
h u t  m a n  is n o t ;  a n d  t h i s  f a c t  m u s t  e x p l a i n  ( h o  a p p a r e n t l y  i r r e c o n  
c i l a b l e  e v e n t s  which o c c u r  i u  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  m o v e m e n t .

About live years ago wo wore visited by a young gentleman 
who we understood to bo a reporter to the London Cress, and who 
became a reader in the Progressive Library. Wo wore very warm 
friends, and occupied many hours together in discussing the 
subject of Spiritualism, in which ho got very much interested. 
Jn due course he became desirous of establishing a periodical 
devoted to Spiritualism, lie  said his “ fingers itched” to givo 
the scientific, opponents of Spiritualism their deserts, through the 
existence of a paper devoted to their enlightenment. In due 
course the Sjrirituali.it came into existence, at one time fortnightly, 
and at other times monthly. I t  appears to  have been a heavy 
burden : and, though now sold at fourpence per number, containing 
no more matter than our twelve-page Medium, while four times the 
price is charged, yet money has been collected to enable it to 
exist. Whether this want of success has embittered the mind of 
the editor, wo know not, hut almost from the beginning the 
frequent allusions to the Spiritual Institution, and all connected, 
have been of a less and less friendly character, till recently these 
criticisms have assumed the form of unmistakable opposition. 
In the last issue of that paper a short article appeared, containing 
matter similar to that read by the editor at the Conference, but 
what most people were disposed.to call an impertinent criticism o f  
the affair* i f  the Spiritual Institution. Now, wo have not offered 
the slightest opposition to tin's paper, but, on the contrary, have 
given it all the facilities at our command for obtaining it a free 
circulation, even to advertising it gratuitously iu our lists. We 
found that it did us no harm whatever. The M edium naturally 
became the arterial system of tha t organic structure which lime 
evolved from the single cell which once constituted all of tin; 
Progressive Library at Camberwell. The Medium represented 
the movement of Spiritualism, of which it was at once both the 
cause and the effect. The Spiritualist, on the other hand, repre 
sented Mr. Harrison; and while the M edium  found a large 
circulation and universal support—even to distributing more 
copies gratuitously than the amount of all the whole issues of the 
other paper—it would appear tha t our contemporary has found 
the road a hard one, as he has lately had to raise his price per 
cent., and somewhat reduce his amount of reading matter. Our 
paper has all along been everybody’s paper, tbe active servant of 
the movement, and tho exponent of everyone’s views. I t  has also 
been rich in practical ideas and useful suggestions, all of which, 
w ithout one single instance to tho contrary, have been eminently 
successful. \ \  bile the attem pt has been made to ignore or do- j 
preciate our work and ourself personally, tbe. most slavish llatlory 
has been bestowed upon us in tbe imitation of our various plans; 
and, seeing1 that our organic relationship to the movement gave us 
scope for action and popularity, tbe idea has occurred of instituting 
a rival organisation. The advent of this new body was anticipated 
at a ball which was to have come oil' in May, but which never 
arrived a t fruition. More recently the ellbrt was transferred to 
the Liverpool Conference, and the first day s proceedings were the 
result.

E l e m e n t s  o f  D i m c o u d .

Some of our friends endeavour to make it appear tha t Spiritual 
ism is a heaven of fraternal felicity, in which universal truths 
enfold all in the bosom of harmony itself'. There could not bo a 
greater mistake. Spiritualism in small villages, as in London, is 
distracted by unseemly jealousies and sellish ambitions such as 
have in all ages been tho concomitant and disgrace of undeveloped 
humanity. If' tru th  were the single motive of every man’s action, 
and if self were entirely left out of tho question, these difficulties ( 
would be avoided; but tho unselfish truthseeker is often the first , 
to  become the target for the shafts of bitter criticism. I lis radical 
and demonstrable views of truth clash w ith conciliatory expo- j 
d iencies; or perhaps the man has nothing to recommend him but j 
his clear brains, and because he can’t  speak with authority his 
reasoning, however sound, is looked on as so much impertinent 
madness. If the unselfish truthseeker does succeed be becomes 
the object o f envy, and he is grudged the credit which is due to 
him  for his diligence and fidelity. This is w hat is found scattered 
all over the  country in connection w ith .Spiritualism, and i t  is 
aggravated by the fact that orthodoxy, respectability, position, 
wealth, great names, and authority are unsparingly incorporated 
witli views anil policy, instead of leaning on the simple facts and 
their rational in terpretation , according perfect freedom to all to 
think and act for themselves.

A i k ; 11ST I H7;y

1*1,ANH o r  Olid ANIMATION.

11, w o u l d  a p p e a r  f r o n t  M r .  ( ' l i a p i n i u i ’a  p u p a r  i.|u,j u l(. 
im re :  nil i«\; lm  N i i ^ v s l a  an* m»l a l r e a d y  in <• \ i j j1(J
W h i l e  l a '  wins r e a d i n g  lii.s p a p e r  \v n  wi re enj /n;«u|  jM ,lr". 
w o r d s  o f  iiiul m e l  io n  I, o  ho m e  Im i id  r e d u  o f  111 < »i i: set >> l.> of n,. . *
a n d  h a d  p n i h ' - r  d fu e l s  I r o n  I I h o  ii iodiiiiii;-hi|> o f  i<, i n« t ' 'wi-nty f|fl l i e  i i i o h I.
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g i v
iv q u i iv H  o rg iu i iH u l i o n  o f  t b e  m o s t  p e r f e e l  Kind, 
of’ c o l l e c t i o n  n n . l  d i f f u s i o n .  t ) f  i;o ii i 'n ;  w e  have, net. 
o b j e c t i o n  t o  I b o  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n y  n u m b e r  <• I S n c i e t i e  
a r e  m a k i n g  t b e  h i s t o r y  o f  S p i r i t  nu l im i i  w e  c an n o t .  allevs ; tnti-i,,,llt 
w h i c h  w o u l d  l e n d  t o  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  pa-: iiiiclmlli nge,|. 
o r g a n i s a t i o n  M r .  t ' l m p m n n  m e n l i e ,  n o  d o u b t ,  s e v e r a l  jn rm.iis «;iklli',| 
t o  o f f ic ia l  p o s i t i o n s  b y  a  s h o w  o f  b a n d s .  B y  o r g a n i s a t i o n  wo 
U iu  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a m  i m p r e s s e d  to  work on,,, 
t u n e o u s l y  f o r  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  T b e .  l a t t e r  i.; Ike 
spirit o f  o r g a n i c  a c t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h o  f o r m e r  in t h o  still', mivieldii,,, 
a n d  d o a t h - d e a l i n g  letter. T h o  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  la s t  a-.Miriatii„j 
f a i l e d  was n o t ,  a s  M r .  ( ' l a r k  s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  p r i n t i n g  ox pensive 
r e p o r t s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  b e c a m e  a  d e a d  l e t t e r  w h i l e ,  t h e  living q.jfji 
c a r r i e d  on i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  the i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  t Ko Spiritual
Instit ution. Tho expense of printing the first two reports lull 
Mr. Burns. Tho third, which never sold, was paid for by won,.v 
collected after the debt to Mr. Burns had been repudiated. Win',, 
an association stoops to dishonesty it  is not lit to live.

The allusion which Mr. Clark made to oor position merit* a 
word of notice. There is no one who will stand up for truth and 
right against all attempts at equivocation, expediency, oiliciulk 
and time-service, but is sure to make enemies. Mr. Burns lne.no 
tried to “ conciliate” individuals, but to adhere to principle; and 
hence, though Mr. Clark and a few others may be his enemies, lii> 
friends are countless thousands of Spiritualists throughout the 
world.

Nothing could bo more conclusive of Die genuineness of Mr, 
Morse’s niodiumship than his remarks on the lirst day. Hi.,, 
amusing to read tha t he deprecated the course taken by hi,-. ,,vn 
spirit-guides in teaching theological and philosophical truth through 
his organism. The gospel of Spiritualism, according to Mow, it 
a restricted recognition of the facts and phenomena of Spiritualimi,
As Spiritualists we are debarred from the exercise of religious 
aspiration and philosophical speculation. The 1 toman Catholic 
Church must be a very prairie of freedom compared with suclu 
form of fellowship. .But Mr. Morse was far from being logical, 
for in a subsequent speech, while showing that tho adherents of 
Spiritualism isolated themselves from their former religious a . .- 
ciations, ho recommended the establishment of religious servi.-- 
for Spiritualists. W hat kind of services these were intended; 
be we are a t a loss to determine, seeing that theology and phi!- 
sophy were to be relegated to the h a lex  e.i'/mri/atunus. Uiul-r 
such circumstances how “ opportunities for free!nought’ couldt 
granted, and those “ languishing in the dungeons of dogmatism 
could bo enliglitoned, is more than our feeble genius dare atteio 
to imagine. Coming from principles• to practical suggestion-..1 
would appear th a t Spiritualism is devoid of “ fund.-, India, w. 
speakers,” and that society is a fallow Held awaiting the op. - 
lions of tbe National Committee’s plough, when they have g ; ; 
plough and motive-power to pull it. lias it never occurred h 
them  that all the work which their very original pliin-- emhracv 
are already iu operation in nearly every section of tin; country,mul 
that mediums are overworked, are making heaps of money, and 
that the demand for speakers is so great already that :i relay 
cannot be obtained? The Conference, however laudable linir 
motives, seem to have dropped from the moon, or woke upfr"iui 
trance a decade in duration, for they had no consciousness of ill11 
existing state of affairs, which, if they desire to mend, they cannot 
do better than commence private circles for the development ol 
more mediums.

But here comes the difficulty and cause of this new form of 
action - th e  disaffection w ith the Spiritual Institution, whichdo" 
not call itself by fancy names, but does a substantial work through 
its hundreds of representatives scattered all over the country, Boat 
to have merited the term “ N ational” from others, Kvenwhi!r 
Mr. Morse spoke he had in his pocket bis card bearing the shit" 
nu.-nf tha t lie acted as a “ Travelling Representative of the Spiri 
tual Institution,” printed at bis request and with I lie funds of the 
Institution. T hat it  is Mr. Burns’s Institution is not true. It 
belongs to everybody equally w ith himself, except that he law the 
greater share of tbe work and worry, l ie  is simply the Managing 
Representative a position which someone would have to occupy 
however numerous the nominal committee appointed to control. 
Instead, (hen, of him exercising a dictatorial influence over Spiri 
tualists, every man who can w rite a letter is equally Iren In occupy 
space with himself, and i t  is a fact that the columns of the Mnntt» 
arc nearly wholly occupied w ith original correspondence. Mr. 
Morse “ would like to have a linger in the pie.” We think he hw 
had tt pretty  good one. lie  came to the Institution unknown, 
undeveloped, anil penniless; and now he has a wide reputation, 
occupies a creditable field of usefulness, makes a bettor incotu*' 
and leads an easier life than Mr. Burns does, u»ea the agencies"! 
the Institution for his own purposes when it pleases him so to tie, 
and does not incur the least responsibility, 'I’bis looks like» 
whole hand in the pie.

In penning these reflections we have no word to say ngftind 
persons pleasing themselves in all such undertakings, howcVb 
their excuses for so doing, an also their policy, arc 10
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criticism. The simple truth is tbftt a few ambitious and disaffected 
iv-rson-c whose "tinkers itch ' to handle cash, occupy positions, and 
control the operations of others, do not like the levelling policy of 
lhc Spiritual Institution, which simply helps every man to make 
himself famous by his own ellbrts. i f  these resolutionists wanted 
to work for Spiritualism the field is open for them, but they do not 
want so much to work as control the operations of others. 
Officialism is a darling ambition with many humans, that tie- 
small modicum of Spiritualism some have received has not 
born able to eradicate. Mr. Kilburn's letter was sufficient te>ti- 
■ m  to the wide-spread existence of the Spiritual Institution, the 
fiends of which were too busy with their work to fin I their way 
to Liverpool in large numbers.

Tiik  Bmi.K Qu e s t io n .
The discussion on the Bible and Spiritualism was,on tbs whole, 

,m impotent effort, if  we except Mr. Spencer'.- paper, which was 
the best part of it. l ie  not only pointed out the existence of 
Spiritualism in the Bible, but acknowledged a similar movement 
amongst tribes who were persecuted by the Jew s from n spirit of 
narrow big try. Never is the puerility of the clerical mind more 
manifest than when a Bible question comes up for solution. It 
was almost to be exp vied  that reverend g -ntlemen and -  Christian 
Spiritualists " would have thrown some light < n such a problem, 
rhey showed, as usual w ith that class, the grosses ignorance of I 
the merits of their holy book. Indeed, their sectarian position is 
base! upon an unwarrantable assumption respecting biblical 
teachings. To have discussed the subject intelligently another 
course should have been taken, which Mr. Spencer’s paper clearlv1'U   ..w..............11...... c. .......   ... .1.  i‘

less with di-gmst, and in a dignified manner allowed the petulant 
oullmr-t to pa-s wiihoni • ■ mui.n!. ft was a source c-f 
amusement to remember that < n the iir-1 day theology was ea-.t 

j out, and yet it formed the topic of continuous di»eus-iou during 
V\ etlnesifav. That there wa not a storm in the camp was due to 

! the cool and calm behaviour of the anti-ThioL-gi,,,,..
One of the most gratifying events of tin- t nf.-ience was the 

: narrati. it of Mr. Monck - <'.\p lienee- a a im-dium. We had 
made a promise to this gentleman to -vi ’nlioM hi.- name in con- 

I nection with tlit? ntanifc.-ta'.i- n- 
occurre 1 at the conf> rence 
Mr. Mmick there and then cairn- 
\V« were delighted to find 
whom allusion was made jn 
months ago, when it was 
had been carried a long 
nigh) t-' Mr. V mg’* • at Swindon. The whole pa 
ticulav- are promi.-. 1 in tin- (Jhritlian Spiritualist. Mr. Mon 
is p osessed of great oratorical ainl mag.-..-; in p - - , | [ . .  tays . 
cannot ngr 1 in occupy an orthodox pulpit, and it was writte . 
through i.i ind that he bad : . - . .M i. . .  .-.i. i i . .
no means of retreat, tie i- a .y -.-j ! a • e.-sion to the movement, 
and we hope he will receive numerous and cordial invitation* to 
speak on Spiritualism, i ' - not let his .-late.iient abitit Christian 
Spiritualism frighten any one from exten liu.- t-j aim the hand of 
fraternal welcome. He is a servant of the spirits, and withal a 
young man, so that no doubt valuable truth will be given to the 
world through him by a power before which our opinions and per 
son ilitv even are as chalf before the wind.

- wit •J at Bri-t.;1, hut what
,h- - Ii' ,Ir-irn our feiij
le f,ut in true and Li jonly colours.
that Id; wa - tlî - medium to

till• MKbit:m ah* 1iut eighteen
ited that iwcrcrc i gentleman
i.-t.in c*e in t i Idle of th '

indicated. The question was reallv archaic Spiritualism*, or, the early „  Xhe Proceedings on the second day were so vr-ry comm replace 
dawning* of the Spiritual idea in the literature of all the ancient that ™ .ha": F‘.ve,n the?  bu‘ !lttle sPaee ln o»r re.uHr r-.-p r . 
nations explained and interpreted bv comparative Spiritualism, • . ° a  h e  t  n r d  da-vt the of a
which would disclose the lines of analogy and contrast between lnteVeit> and oar ■» proportionately ext .. L foe

,, , , -• . . . .  . , .  . cusstou on the laws of nature was particularly ..wren o: remits,one so-called religious system and another. The first step is to I g  xton |. • - •* -- - . ’
distinguish between the mythical, the historical, the dogmatic, I abifut
sad the inspirational in the ancient writings, but on Wednesdav i , k3 ‘ - ~ , - ,, ‘ , j, .. , - , - ■ ,  v- i ledge ot scientific Spiritualism have very little to sav for tbem- .-lve-rhe disputants talked of matters which everyone knows to be Ar . ., . n  . ., , • „ —  .,:

cussion on the laws of nature wa 
Dr. Sexton being the only speaker who seemed to know what i.e 

I t  is evident that those who assume a know-

mvthieal or allegorical as if they had been matters of fact. The 
.•.cue careful discrimination is necessary in treating of Spiritualism, 
which was taken up in the most conflicting lights by the speakers, 
spiritualism may signify (a) spiritual existence in the abstract, (b) 
■.series of phenomena, (c) the science of spiritual manifestation,

Mr. Clark’s notion that there is no fixity in the plan of nature will 
strike the reader as a peculiarly dangerous doctrine, doing away 
with the existence of principles, or any rule of right and wrong, 
except tha t of expediency. W e regret that the disc ission on 
mediumship should have taken anything of a personal direct: n. 
I t  is the experience of many that the practice of spirit-communion(a) communion w ith the departed. (V) a source of teaching. In  r* 7 --------r - - ~ --------—----- r --~—  .—-

l l  of these phases is Spiritualism to be found in the Bible, but lead?’ n0‘ only to greater temperance and pur:tv or habits, but to 
some of them mav be. under certain circumstances, condemned or a“ elevation of the mind and purification of the body generally, 
•proved of. Like the various waves of spiritual outpouring I The abstaining Spiritualist would not surely, on any gt , anas, be

. Timm Mr_1___ i...-..;.... ,i :_ . - 1 __ ;______ f:__ | led to recognise his brother who partakes : stimulants as an
opponent or enemy, but would ra-her induce him in the kindest

which have been found so safe an
excellent.

Dr . S e x to n 's  L e c t u r e .
On Wednesday evening Dr. Sexton delivered a lecture in Hop-.- 

Hall, presided over by Dr. Ilitchman, who introduced the lecture: 
by remarking th a t Spiritualism was one of the leading topics of 
the times, and throughout the academies of the Continent had 
attracted a great amount of discussion.

Of Dr. Sexton's able discourse we need not speak at length, 
seeing that we have on former occasions reported his utterances 
rather fuliv. The hall was not bv anv means full, but there was

approved 0

recorded in the Bible. Modern Spiritualism is an innovation on
public opiniou. Like the older forms, it  rests for acceptance upon j °PPonenr ° r  enemy, Dut wouia 
the facts, asking men to believe “ for the works’ sake," rather than to i t 0  adoP1’ babus
impose itself upon the human mind on the plea of ancient prophecies. I 
Tris is a phase which we would impress upon Christian Spiri- | 
taalists who allow their ideas to be moulded by the inspirations i 
of the past, whereas the Bible Spiritualists were guided by the j 
trer-present “ W ord of God,” which spoke to themselves indi- j 
riliially. Xo doubt each era m ight furnish predictions of the | 
one to succeed, as ‘‘greater things than these shall ye do" was 
promised by one who did m ighty works in the past. But on no 
account does the Spiritualism of the Bible bind men down to I 
its measure of inspiration, though the historical and purely | 
unman portions may, as the human instrum ents in Spiritualism at ; a highly encouraging audience, who listened with great attention, 
the present day, endeavour to bind men down to their narrow j and repeatedly applauded the lecturer. This lecture was the most 
personal opinions. The Bible throughout declares th a t the “ W ord successful part of the whole proceedings, and must have done a very 
f God” is an ever-present and ever-living power to enlighten and great amount of good. Several medical men and other influential 

instruct men. and which is promised never to perish from the , persons were observed amongst the audience. W hat is ene -urag-
eartb. Priests make a gross mistake when thev call the Bible - ing to other places was the fa:-t tha t the lecture more than paid its 
:h-.- Word of God." which “ word " is not a book, but the source expenses. Over £13 were taken, which wa- no doubt due to the 
-f inspiration, spiritual light, and guidance. From  these con- wide publicity given to the subject by the Committee, who posted 

^derations it would appear th a t the views of Christian Spiri- 1 ” ’ ’ ’ - ’  : — ----- : J - -* -up oUO bills about six feet long and proportionally w: ;e. at a cos: 
tualistsare not founded on the Bible a t all, but on public opinion, ! of over £7. W e mention these practical facts for the guidance 
more particularly the creedal ideas of the person who speaks, and | of those who may be making arrangements for similar meetings, 
tbs s-L-t which surrounds hi

the perse 
I 11 connection w ith this

r*Vi Co x c l u d i x g  R e f l e c t i o n s .
The Conference, though rich in neither thought nor purpose, 

has. no doubt, dene good: and we would recommend that a 
similar one be held for one afternoon in each town at least monthly. 
As to the plan of organisation, very lew indeed see much use in it. 
.Vs we occupy an entirely independent p n as workers tor 
humanity, we can have no petty jealousies at the efic n s  ol others n 
behalf of Spiritualism. Our missionary work no b.n : : ; us. 
but is a heavy labour and a grievous expense: but we e;.i.r.- t see 
how the organisation can help us unless its -promoters will

w ith handsome subscriptions to defray our expenses 1 .
lvoitr
Jpiri-

m atter
we must not overlook Mr. G ardner's paper, which was a severe 
tod eccentric onslaught on Christian views, which w ent down 
with ill favour. We are a t a loss to know why such a paper 
should have bc-eu read a t all. unless it was for the following 
f'lson. A gentleman high up in the counsels of the Conference 
Committee asked us during the reading of his paper if Mr.
Cardner were a doctor. “ Xo," we replied, " h e  is a brickmaker."
There was a noticeable weakness during the whole proceedings to 
' ling to the opinions of men w ith  a handle to their name, and one 
“conciliatory" young man suavely pocketed a title during the 
■o-afenriioe to which lie had not the  slightest claim. The reading 
"t the paper was deferred for dinner, and after the adjournment 
'hs discus-ion was resumed. W ithou t the slightest argument the 
j^per wa- rejected w ith Pharisaical di.-gust, a double-declared 
Christian Spiritualist violently asserting tha t the best treatn: lit 
!,Jrpoor old Mr. G ardner was to knock him down! Those who 
^looked upon as out and out dreadnought Spiritualists carefully 
g a in ed  from any form of polemical opposition to such an exhibi- 
tJ°n of high intellectual exegesis and fraternal charity. On the

till right was accorded to all on the public platform ! really nothing for them  to do, and nothing to  do it with. M hat is 
!° hav.i liberty to declare the tru th  a- they felt it, of w hatever: wanted is local organisation—not na tiu i ri. Ther.-are no nation 1 : 

■ion it m igh t be. This was generously m et by the i purposes to se rr  -. except what are already more fully supplied than  
' “'i-ti.-m. Sectarian liartv, by vehem ent and repeated d'ecla-| supported. Spiritualisiu is so nece.-.-a.ilv'a per-v al matter, tb.v. i:■ ' - - - x - I u * 1:*. 1 . .. _......  . . t .• 1 1 J* _ ■ v ____ a a * ____.l,

me.
tuAlism. Its zistencc will d I lo our w rk a j  m . thanm aki - 
a new head—and tha t a wooden 
brain that is overworked. W it 
stituted coalition should collect 
of our justly entitled support. Tii

perhaps—would relieve a 
t we object to i>. that a self-con- 
all the available cash, and rob ns 

new -'.■g.'.ni-:, ;,,n has nothing 
wherewith to enrich the movement. The members bring ivtuing 
with them —neither go Is, m ney, n>r genius. rhey an B 
organisation without means, basis, purpose, or w.ukers. lae-.e :s

rati
___ an party, . . _ .

'jns that if they spoke at all th e ir audience would have to ! is but little man can do for t h o - e  that a.v b >n i ti.e reach - t
*<'Cept “Christian Spiritualism." The liberal party  were speech- his personal influence. The general idea is that the projected
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or ;-niii-.ition "ill eoml’oitablv trade ,m tIn* amount of public 
opinion in I'nvour ol Spiritualism alnudv created. (bio of tlio 

s real 'it Tuos.lav week sniil : would nut an etui to rivalry, 
persecution, and main ovils ; but,on tlio uoii.iar;,, i: i tlio fruit of 
tiio vow ovils it i- nroposod to romovo Tlio onh way in which it 
can succeed would bo in on 11 iv! v abolishing l ho Spirit mil Institution 
and all oxis’ing agencies. Those aro not tlio rivals of any, but have 
worked on with sin. .leiiess of purpose, opposing, it might. bo, 
erroneous ideas, but affording to nil full froodoin to think and act. 
This spirit of oppo it ion to the Spirit nal I nsi it lit ion was so apparent, 
that those who Know notiuu t ol (lie secret plans ol the promoters 
of the now scheme could sec through ii at once; and, "lien wo 
arrived at I.ivornool, asked us with astonishment " halit all meant. 
The article in the N .... W, to which wo have already referred, 
Jius called fort It similar remarks; hut our correspondents are 
ovneraJh able to answer their own queries, as the following letter 
which centos to hand as we write, shows:

To the lid iter. Dear Sir, The Sgiritnaiist, of tile 1st of August, 
makes an unmerited, ill liatnivd, and unjust attack on the proprietor 
and founder of the Spiritual Institution in Southampton How, who lias, 
in truth, done more in every way than any man living in the 
promulgation of pure Spiritualism, divested of Sectarianism, and in 
popularising the doctrine, broadcast in England, and far beyond in (ho 
wide world, as attested by the Bov. ,). M. Heebies, in his travels, now 
communicated to the Banner o f  Light, of the llftt.h of July, as follows : 
"Eangiora, New Zealand. The harmonious home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Schmidt, Spiritualists, is a little paradise. Here I found copies of the 
Mkoicm and Dayrkkak, and Human Nature, published by James 
Burns, the founder of the Spiritual Institution, lft, Southampton Row, 
London. Thus does this enthusiastic worker and editor preach the 
gospel to the ends of earth.” Free-minded investigators of spirit- 
science must surely feel that in James Burns they possess the right 
man in the right place, and that now is the appointed time, more 
especially, for supporting him and the Spiritual Institution by all 
means in their power, which I for one have been doing and shall 
continue to do as far as my restricted means will allow; and, moreover, 
I can engage to do the Rime for the Spiritualist, so soon as its 
detractive writer alluded to may have reached the prominent position 
of that “ enthusiastic worker and preacher of the gospel to the ends of 
earth—James Burns.”-—Yours truly, A . K y d .

lk‘, Soph ion Strassc, Baden, August 11, 1S73.
Our plan is to allow every one to pleaso himself, and all will in 

time be known by tbeir fruits. It will be seen whether a com 
mittee of nominees collecting money and endowing speakers and 
mediums will not soon end in all the abuses of the present eccle 
siastical system against which Spiritualism exists to wage war. 
Those people have so little of the spirit of Spiritualism in them 
that the best thing they can attempt is a hybrid imitation of the 
ideas of the Spiritual Institution cast in the form o:' the worn-out 
organisations of the past.

As a general observation, we were painfully impressed with the 
weakness and pusillanimity of the Conference clique. It contains 
friends whom we love and respect, and therefore we feel it to he 
our duty the more openly to declare the truth to them. There 
was such a lack of manliness and independence of thought that 
otherwise earnest men did not dare to give a candid opinion on 
matters which seemingly went in opposition to the supposed human 
inspirers of the proceedings. That such milk-and-water conduct 
can actuate the leaders of a great reform in the face of contending 
abuses, almost overwhelming, is simply ridiculous. When men 
desert principles and lean on the weak arm of llesh, it may be that 
of an adventurer or somebody who has not hing to recommend him 
but that lie can pay a small subscription, suiely Spiritualism is 
just as rotten as any of the priesthoods. Indeed, Spiritualism at 
Liverpool did all it could to ape the churches, even to tlio curtail 
ment of free thought and the adulation of individuals whose claims 
to respect were of a worldly rather than a spiritual character.

We do not write in an acrimonious spirit, nor have we any 
paltry ambition to serve; if we had there would at once be an end 
to oui-functions as interpreters of spiritual principles. And now 
one word as to the tea-meeting. On the completion of a great 
national undertaking it would have been expected that some ap 
propriate demonstration of brotherly love and coulidence would 
have been attempted. Such was not the case. Fraternal love 
was conspicuous for its absence; we felt none of it. There the 
audience sat like the motley mass in a third-rate music-hall, listen 
ing to songs and recitations—comic, sentimental, and bordering on 
the outrageous. As we lingered on the outskirts of this self-satis 
fied and giddy group, and felt no re-echo to the deep pleadings for 
truth and progress in our heart of hearts which have well nigh 
worn out a life, we realised the deep significance of the old saying, 
“ lie  came unto his own, and his own received him not.” When 
almost everyone in the room was passing votes of thanks to each 
other, Mr. Burns humorously reproved the narrow thoughtlessness 
of the proceedings by moving in rather ironical phrase a vote of 
thanks to those editors who had for weeks devoted their columns 
to the publication of the Conference, and thus had led to its success. 
'The pioneer of all that success, if such it could be called, would, 
no doubt, have been glad to have received the recognition of 
fellowship, and expressed his deep pleasure at meeting with his 
friends, old and new ; but, from first to last, it was evident that tlio 
object was to ignore, supersede, and tacitly suppress one who lias, 
without doubt, laboured and even suffered for Spiritualism.

God help us to tell the truth, to smother that hideous, creeping 
serpent—self; and we pray that Spiritualism may never be without 
an independent exponent to stand by principles firm, for numbers 
will rise up whoso solo aim will be to appropriate the armoury of 
the spirits to ulterior purposes.

N A T I O N A L  C O N  F F I  (M X IT ' ,  O K  M ‘ l I t l T U A l . l S T s
Tlio a n n u a l  I \n ifo iv n eo  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  was «>j ; :i| pq, 1

Tiii’Sil . i i . August  ftlli. in (In* I’niniiA ul llm K-\riiii!n,n, :i| . l t , ’ '''i
toil, iintl.'i- llir pivsiih'iiov of Mr. T. Kvrrilt, ,,f 1,.............     “K
present.  Ir. 'iu K.tl i i iburgll , ( l l t i rgow , M uiuli .- . inr, " ,fl
Keigh ley ,  I ( a ld ing ton ,  Ar. All’. I 'nw rii  luvoiirii l l.lir * »: 11 »-r, i,.-..'
“  H o m e ,  Sw n ' t  11 null', ' '  a n i l  o l- ln ' r  nii'i*, nil I lie l i im n i . t i im n .  1 1,.. • 'A 
l.lnui s a n g  H arr ie t t .  M a r t i m a m 's  h y m n ,  c o n i i i i r i i f in g ,  •• All ,,,,1, "* [
e q u a l  in  I h e i r  b i r t h . "  T h e  h y m n  is N o .  ftS in i | h < •• t^iti i-inml | . A'.
T im  l ’lvsiilcnl m i l l  a  p o r t  ion o f  Si. I ’aol.-i \v ml ing„ o.niivn.iiu q,:r 
gifts .  M r .  O luqnnm i,  I ho S e c re ta ry ,  read  l.h<> uiiiiul-'s ol'ili t  . :1( j 
gii’a l  Socie ty ,  lit ivhiidi it \va- a g re e d  to  convene  tins (Joiili n no.'
J o h n  L a m e n t  w a s  e l e c t e d  V i n e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n l ' e m i r r ,

T h e  P r e s id e n t ,  in Ins o p e n in g  a d d re s s ,  c x p - c m i l  it,, g, 
a f fo rded  h im  to  m eet lus  In ol h e r  and s is te r  Spiri tualis l, , . tor ll, j, 
o f  c o n f e r r in g  on t h e  best- m e a n s  o f  a d v a n c in g  th e  knowleilgr whj ,  I 
c o n fe r re d  u n t o l d  h a p p in e s s  u p o n  th e m .  T h e i r  belief in .Spi■•.! .aln... i 
w as based u p o n  th e  so l id  g r o u n d  o f  p r a c t i c a l  exper ience mil i
k n o w le d g e ,  bo t h a t  th e y  c o u ld  say, wil li I fin fearless Christian p.,,n(, .
“  1 k n o w  in w h o m  1 h ave  b e l i e v e d .” H au l  de r iv ed  his kncwt-ii ;.. 
h is  senses, l i e  h a d  seen  h is  m a s te r .  S p i r i tu a l i s t s  knew from tin;WA' 
s o u rc e  o f  e v id e n c e  t h a t  l imn c o n t in u e d  to  exist a l te r  he h id put off h, I 
o u t e r  g a r m e n t ,  tlio m a te r i a l  b o d y .  W hat,  was called " d ea th " uajorj, 
t h e  c o m p le t io n  o f  tl io f i rs t  l i t t le  r o u n d  in life, th e  first shor t flight, 'p j I 
l i fe  w a s  o n ly  t h e  seed  l inio , n o t  t h e  h a r v e s t ; i t  unfolded our b e i n g v : 
so lve d  l i fe ’s en ig m a s .  S p i r i t u a l i s m  pu t  m e n  r i g h t  upon the (loetriiind I 
m a n ’s r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  i m m o r t a l i t y ,  a n d  f u t u r e  s t a t e ; it  had settled thus [ 
d i s p u t e d  p o i n t s  n o w  a n d  fo r  ever .  I t  w as t h e  d a w n  of tho time of whiet 
p o e t s  h a d  s u n g ,  a n d  w h ic h  t h e  p r o p h e t s  h a d  seen in vision. Bibliaj 
p r o p h e c i e s  w e r e  n o w  b e i n g  fu l f i l led  in o u r  m i d s t ;  and with bp , 
m e d i u m s ,  h i g h e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w o u l d  tako  p lace. To this end, seanea 
m u s t  be  c o n d u c t e d  in  a n  o r d e r l y  a n d  h a r m o n i o u s  way, and those*ir, I 
s a t  a t  t h e m  s h o u l d  e n d e a v o u r  to  l iv e  p u r e  a n d  holy  lives. Circlesshonij | 
b e  c o m p o s e d  o f  h o m o g e n e o u s  so u ls  o f  b o th  sexes.  T h e  President nx; 
a  d i r e c t  s p i r i t - w r i t i n g ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  u p w a r d s  of  ftftO words, which U: 
b e e n  w r i t t e n  in  five se co n d s ,  a s  a l r e a d y  r e c o r d e d  in  the Mi mot.

The Conference thanked the President for liis address, and proceeds; 
to consider the question of

N a t io n a l  O r g a n is a t io n .
Mr. Chapman road a paper upon this subject regarding organisativ. I 

as necessary to the future progress of Spiritualism. Order, he nil 
begat harmony, and upon these two depended the well-being of all ! 
things. By organisation lie meant a combined effort lor the wider 
spread of spiritual truth. He did not wish to narrow down the lad 
ings of the spirits to a sectarian creed. Spiritualism had come uponfe 
world unexpectedly, and it had already shaken the strongholds tf 
religious bigotry and superstition, as well as upset some of the bulwarks 
of modern science. The time had come for gathering our ior«, [ 
together as a defence against the attacks of the enemy. Never mi 
cause more maligned. The Church denounced it ; the world scouted it: f 
and the scientific world for the most part treated it as an imp .site, 
We must, therefore, organise for self-protection, tor there were mutt j 
forces at work against us. He did not know that we were free fromL j 
the superstitious laws of our country. A law passed in the reign d 
James I. might take cognisance of some phase of mecliutuship, for it 
enacted penalties against anyone who used, practised, or exercised net 
conjuration of any evil or wicked spirit for any purpose. AVecv■: 
defend our rights as citizens, and Organise for the purposes of proju- 
ganfiism and protection.

Mr. Harrison, editor of tlio S p ir itu a lis t, read a paper on the e.; 
subject, as the representative of the Dalston Society. A national organi 
sation would be of great advantage to the movement, and London should I 
be the centre of action. The organisation should be formed for puuij 
business purposes, and should avoid theological questions. Nop*!: 
having any commercial connection with Spiritualism should luvo smi 
thing to do with the proposed association. The advantages would I* 
many. It would concentrate effort, economise expense and labour, pro- I 
test individuals from persecution, promote intercourse amongst Spin- j 
tualists, and help struggling societies and such workers as Mr. Cogimn 
Ladies should have a voice in its management. There was much friendly 
feeling amongst London Spiritualists, but there was a great wants! I 
union, and funds were not forthcoming, from the absence of :i nation!, j 
association. He suggested that the Conference should take notion,ad j 
he mentioned the names of the leading Spiritualists ns members of® j 
provisional committee.

Alter an interval for dinner, the discussion of the question I 
resumed. Mr. Ramsay, the Secretary, first, read some letters in® 
friends in London, G lasgow, Manchester, Hartlepool, Walsall, llistof 
Auckland, Buxton, Barrow, Southsea, Framlingham, Darlington,Slob 
on-Trent, Morley, Bristol, Preston, and other places, describing thr 
progress of the movement us most encouraging in regard to the 
development of mediums, circulation of literature, &o.

Mr. Harrison opened the debate, and repeated li is reasons for urging 
the instant formation of a national spiritual organisation.

Mr. Clark said all must concur in the necessity of organisation: th 
only difference of opinion was how best, to go about it. He review*̂  
the history of the English conferences, and hoped a lesson would I* 
learnt from past experience. One reason why the last, association fuiW 
was because of the expense it incurred in printing, &c. Another dangrr 
was the theological one. There could be no harmony unices tliovagro»J 
to work together on a common basis of belief in Spiritualism, and wilt 
perfect toleration for each other’s theological differences. One of t̂  
principal objoets of association would bo to send able lecturer# 
mediums round the oountry, such as l)r. Sexton, Mr. Morse, Mr# 
Butterfield, and Mr. Gerald Massey. The people wanted the lad* 
brought, before them, and this would lead to the doveliipinonl 0 
mediums. Somo had objected to the former name of " Progress'̂  
Spiritualists," because it implied that some Spiritualists were not 
groesive. Mr. Burns had undoubtedly wrought well and lnird F

nanv enemies by Lie want1' 
Mr. Clark added, thatV 

ho thought that a great df* 
more money might bo raised by a national organisation.

Spiritualism, though ho had made a great t 
expediency and trying to conciliate people, 
himself did not believe in expediency ; hut.
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tff.
Richmond contended that, there was a national association 
' existence, and all that was wanted was union of effort and

miination of a committee to work it, collect funds, and report to
^  next C o n fe re n c e .

Meredith defended the use of the word “ Progressive,” because 
; jtualisiu was the first step in progress. He was for inviting people 

^'vve-tirate the facts of Spiritualism without the enforcement of any
I . 1 * I1 f a 1 I n V mai.a ft l\n. ■» /\ n I tl ■ A IW1 I r. .. I. .-1 1. - 1 ..... u.l m. ■ < U

^ i i i a f c  belief.

buildings. Ho advised the engagement of both normal and abnormal 
speakers, regulating their visits, and paying them fairly.

There was much more iliai w h s  very suggestive in Mr. Morses paper, 
which it wag recommended should be printed. This dosed the first 
day's Conference.

In I he evening a seance w.is held in C'amih u Hall, (.'auidon Street. 
Mr. John Lament presided, hxcellent trance addresses were given 
through Mr. .Morse, Mr. Wright, Mrs. Lucas, uml Mrs. Butterfield, and 
Mr. Shepherd spoke in the normal stule. 'Jin; meeting, which was 
opened and closed wiLlt singing, was very inter, ting and satisfactory.

____  Let all express their opinions freely, and be heard with
''‘iriW. 1" m:iny places the people were athirst for spiritual truths, and 

if 'is through some association t hat this want would have to bo supplied, 
o',-a"a penny a member would realiso a large income. Mr. Meredith 
.f Sp̂ fee of the connection of mesmerism with Spiritualism. He 
'•frid in being a Spiritualist, and prayed that its beautiful troths might 
L universally perceived.
' q r, Morse expressed himself strongly in favour of national organi- 
. tion. bv means of a union of all the existing associations; and he 
ifijoal the thing to be feasible. Their work was to show that the cirdinul 
, f, 0f Spiritualism—communication between the two worlds—was 
hvlutelv true. There was a sufficient stuff of mediums and speakers j

filo this work if they wero organised, well used, and sufficiently paid. - .. , ,
![.. ms lor avoiding theologicd and philosophical disputations, and 1,11 '" iny i x- . - at. ,i* i i s-p - "-in mm 
Mi'.fl simply invite the people to come and judge for themselves. The 
-..rption of the executive would be one of business rather than preach- 
:p. or teaching. This would ensure, a certain amount of harmony, 
fhere were reasons both for and against the use of the word “ P ro  
l i f e ; ” these reasons Mr. Morse placed fairly and forcibly before the 
[’.inference. He approved of locating the executive power in London,
Rut ihe conferences should be movable. He moved : —

“That this Conference, being a representative one, do constitute 
[tsdf into a permanent national association, and elect, either from 
itidf or from representatives of other societies not present, or by both 
methods if desirable, an executive head, for the purpose of carrying out 
tie objects decided upon by that body.”

Mr. Clark seconded the motion.
Mr. Richmond urged his objection that there was already a national 

association in existence. This point was a good deal disputed by Mr.
Clark, Mr. Morse, and Mrs. Butterfield. The Vice-President supported 
.hemotion. One of the objects of the Conference was to establish a 
permanent national association. The hour for adjournm ent had arrived 
before this matter was settled, but on the motion of M r. Morse it was 
■solved to sit another hour.
Mr, Morse remarked that in the report of the last Conference Mr.

Bichmond said: “ I t  might be well to look at the origin of the National 
Spiritual Institution.” He was there speaking of the establishment of 
their good friend Mr. Burns. H e (Mr. Morse) was not aware tb  it Mr.
Burns claimed that his establishment wasa national institution, or th rust 
It forward as such. I t  could not be national when guided by one 
individual; but if it. were national it must be representative, and each 
of them would be entitled to have a finger in the pie.

Mr. Shepherd also supported the m otion ; and it was then put to the 
Conference, and the President declared it  to be carried unanimously.

Mr Morse next moved :—

S E C O N D  H A Y '.
Oil Wednesday the delegates n sembled at b n o'clock. Mr. Everitt 

again presided, and expressed the hope tin t  good i. cling would 
continue to characterise their proceeding-*. Doddridge's liyum, "O  (1 ,d 
of ages,” having been sung, the Secretary, Mr. Ilam-ay, read a letter 

i from Mr. N. Kilburn, jun., of Bishop Auckland, in winch he wrob 
" I am often asked when Mr. Hums is coming to lecture again, 
former years -nay, at tin? very seed sowing of .'spiritualism here—

s generous and unsel: 
advocacy, and also the widespread us lulue-s of his Institution, a 
warmly recognised here. At the last Confeivne-- nie -ur.-s were pro - 
pounded lor the sustenance o! this Institution, w iieh i- really the only 
effective one in existence. I t  this matter forms part of your pro 
gramm e, 1 hope it. will meet with that decisive handling which the 
Institution deserves; for whatever may now be thought, hi-tory will 
shew that it, liko the advocacy of many of our best speakers, notably 
the eloquent Doctor who is to address you on Wednesday evening, wag 
an angel-appointed means for the spread of the knowledge of spirit- 
communion, rather than a safe and lucrative outlet for capital—a kind 
of spiritual fat living.”

The B ib l e  a n d  S p i r i t u a l i s m .

M r. Chapman read a paper by M r. Spencer, of Leyburn, Yorkshire, 
entitled, “ The harmony existing between the Bible arid the teachings 
of Spiritualism.” The writer of the paper contended that the philo 
sophy of Spiritualism was as old as the history of mankind. M u in 
all ages had been acquainted with it more or less. The Bible c o r  -.ined 
illustrations of all tbe phases of mediuraship. Angels—which meant 
“ messengers”—appeared to men, and ate and talked like human brings. 
St. Paul said, “ Are they not all ministering spirits?” They had 
different gilts. Some were said to “ excel in strength.” Illustrations 
of mediumistic power were quoted from the time of Mos s and the 
prophets and apostles. B ut there were time3 of old when the mediuna- 
istic power was persecuted, and then there was a declension of the 
power. There was a close analogy between the Spiritualism of the 
Kible and the facts of the present day, including physical manifesta 
tions, voices, visions, levitations, trance-speaking, and healing. The 
prophet Joel predicted a time when Spiritualism would be spread all 
over the world, when God would pour out bis spirit upon all 
flesh. There had already been a partial realisation of this prophecy. 
The man of Nazareth was one of the highest mediums, and the N e-' 
Testament abounded in spiritualistic records, which proved the harmon 
between the Bible and the teachings of modern Spiritualism.

The S e c r e t a r y  began reading a paper on the stme subject, by M 
G ardner, of Newcastle, but it  was considered so dogmatic and offensr- 

! in its remarks on the Bible that the Conference refused to allow the 
! reading to proceed, and regret was expressed that tbe Committee had 

not read the paper first, and then they would certainly, as the Secretary- 
said, have rejected it.

M r. Hoskins opened the debate by confirming tbe view that the 
Bible furnished abundant- and im portant testimony of facts in accord 
ance with modern Spiritualism . Moreover, Christ promised that 
greater works should be done by his followers when the right time and

•“That this Conference invites the following gentlemen to form a 
Miimittee to carry out the foregoing resolution:—Messrs. E veritt,
(Lily,Ltiimore, Leighton, Blackburn, Clark, Brown, Chapman, Lamont,
Ihtisdale, and Shepherd.”

Mr. Clark seconded the motion, and it was adopted w ithout discussion.

Su n d a y  a n d  W e e k - d a y  M e e t in g s .
Mr. Clark introduced the next subject, “ The advisability of Sunday 

services and week-day meetings.” In  doing so he related bis experience 
in Glasgow and Edinburgh, to show that Spiritualism  attained a position 
just in proportion to the extent and character of the meetings held 
fir its furtherance. Edinburgh was about the most conservative town _ 
it. the kingdom; yet by keeping out the theological element they j conditions arrived. There was ample scriptural warrant for spiritual 
had made tbe society a 'decided  success. H e sometimes saw in the I investigations. There was a lu ll in Spiritualism  during the mi.idle and 
Mspira questions about the best course to pursue. In  Edinburgh they | subsequent ages, because other movements had to take precedence, such 
rid found an advertisement, answer the purpose of bringing people ; as the emancipation trotn priestcratt. the abolition ot slavery, and re-
togdher. He advised the holding of regular circles, with persistent 
e:; rimeiiting. He moved :—

'That this Conference would strongly urge upon the Spiritualists of 
those towns in which there is no local organisation the advisability of 
i- once forming one, for the purpose of investigating the phenomena, 
developing mediums, and propagating the facts of spirit communion."

Mr. Meredith gave his wide experience of circle visitations in proof 
'in', the most prosperous societies were those which held Sunday 
• - r vi and he instanced Keighley, Nottingham , and Sowerby Bridge 
'••show that this was the best means of propagating Spiritualism .

Mr. Richmond concurred in this opinion.
Mr. Chapman said that a notice in the M edium  had caused many | ’S i b i l ' ‘book, but b e th o u g h t it inspired. Its Christianity w. s .o be 

*pphci tons to be made to him or the rules ot the Liverpool society found in tbe New Testament : but- Spiritualism, or the recognition of 
i.'ie \ nv-rrcsident instanced Liverpool as a striking proof or the t

prefe
ra ther than supernatural.

'hint-ice of Sunday meetings. H e seconded the motion, and it was 
adopted.

Mr. Morse read a paper upon the advantages of Sunday meetings 
the erection of special buildings for spiritual purposes. H e said 

j®* at v-w of tbe immense strides of Spiritualism  Sunday services 
at the highest importance in every place where the standard 

ll,!* at-ifIs had been reared. H e considered the m atter in three 
Pj-cts-person,al, local, and national. Persons who embraced Spiri- 

;--i Uh I themselves to a great extent from their form er relic ous

In■ and they therefore felt the want of another rallying point.

11 in im
Leal benefit of such meetings would b> great, especially where, 

v-.jii p]aC(,Sj tho opportunities for free thought were restric ed. 
’i . 'T 1'” 1 time ho was opposed to prosol»Using. A nother benefit 

bo consolidation ot our forces, which was as desirable as the i 
d o » o f  those who wore languishing in the dungeons of 

.Sunday B-rvioes, if universal, would constitute a vast 
ftfifLi and produce a national influence upon the press i
tfc '*  H p it, as well a- tbo people. As to the practicability of the j 
■K.jjjj1" lv'j* :i question of finding funds, halls,and speakers, l ie  could • 
l>; !'" t  Inin!-: would bo lucking for such a useful purpose ; and i

“ building - lie suggested a ready means of erecting

moving woman from her state of subjugation. Those circles were most 
harm onious where women took part. He believed that Christianity, 
when divested of noxious creeds, was destined to be the religion of toe 
future.

M r. Chapman confessed that at one time he regarded the spiritual 
statements of the Bible as cunningly-devised fables, but Spiritualism 
had dem onstrated their tru th , and he now swallowed even the story ot 
Jonah  and the whale.

M r. Young said tha t the very existence of the Bible was one proot 
tha t Spiritualism  was tru e : but for Spiritualism there would have been 
no Bible. H e preferred to designate tbe phenomena as •• exvaorai-

He did not regard tbe B: <le as an
be

in the New T estam ent: but Spiritualism , or the rec '.n u t  -n of 
communion between the dead and the living, abounded irom Uones-s to 

j Revelation. He did not say that the Bible endorsed all the evidence 
l of modern Spiritualism , or all tha t was uttered through in ;T u n is .

M r. Morse thought that Spiritualism  corroborated a r .! suppleti ntod 
: the teachings of the Bible in regard to the orig-n of im -i a-.-l t e 

universe, tbe location and nature oi the sp’.r i tu :! ' r! 1. ntid :. -
1 mon destiny and brotherhood ot humanity. \Y her th-e teic.itngs o 

modern Spiritualism  did no: support theB ibte we must- bring our s 
i to hear upon the question.

Mr. M eredith  said they were not responsible for the opinions ad  
vanced In snirits. bcc.utse they were as diversitied in opin'.on as our- 

I selves; but taking these opinions as a wiiole, he cons dered that tuey 
harmonised completely «'.th the Bible.

Mr. Clark thought they were all agreed upon the p tints that JLvt.i 
! the Bible and modern Sp ritualism  taught that man lived again, ana  

that communication between tue two w orlds w a s  po.-s-1.-: -: out s: . i t  .ere 
was a great difference between the teachings >.<: a oi'. t a rd  Modern 

1 Spiritualism . C hrist’s teaching contained the -g * st m or.lity  ; -.n 
fact, h-s ethics were perfect. On many p r u t -  h i  v.-ver. he ivg t:\-hd

p a s t .the teachings of modern Spiritualism  as superior to that >f 

{Continued on / h igt- 3  i 8 . )
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In q u ire r s and  In ves tig a to rs  desiring  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  m a y  sta te  th e ir  

r a n ts  f r e e ly  to M r. J .  B u rn s , S p ir i tu a l  In s t i tu t io n ,  15, Sou th a m p to n  R ow , 
London, I t ’.C., who is g en era lly  able to a fford  in troductions to experienced  
investigators.
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PU B LIC A TIO N  OF T H E  ‘-JO H N  K IN G ” N U M B E R .
The amount of tim e necessary to work off our very large issue 

of last week necessitated uninterrupted labour day and night till1 *• o
perfect copies were obtained, which was late on Friday afternoon. 
A few had been got ready for the Conference at Liverpool, after 
which the work had to go straight on, or i t  would not have been 
got through in time for this week's issue. I t  was Saturday even 
ing before we could supply our weekly subscribers, after which the 
whole time till now has been occupied in preparing and sending 
off the extra orders received during the last three months. By 
this time all are served; and, while we regret th a t the whole 
edition could not be despatched on one afternoon, we thank  our 
numerous friends for their good-natured patience. The work has 
been something immense. In  one week we have distributed more 
m atter than some of our contemporaries issue in the course of 
years. As a work for the promotion of Spiritualism  it is almost 
incalculable. Copies th a t have been placed bv friends in reading- 
rooms and coffee-houses have already been read by dozens: and, 
at a low estimate, it may be calculated th a t several hundred 
thousand minds may, through last week's M e d i u m , for the first 
tim e become conversant w ith the present position of Spiritualism. 
Of the m atter which the “ John  K ing" num ber contains, we have 
heard nothing but hearty appreciation. I t  seems to  please every 
one immensely, and it is a wonder to many how so much excellent 
m atter could be so readily obtained for the  occasion. L ittle  do 
our friends know the care, anxiety, and labour w hich such ripe 
fruits require to bring them to perfection, and how m uch is done 
apparently w ithout necessary assistance or adequate means to carry 
things on. But we have many kind friends and hearty  co-workers, 
as our sale last week sh ow s; and, w ith the  aid of the  spiritual 
world co-operating w ith so many earnest workers in the flesh, 
there can be no such th ing  as failure.

dust one word to those whose minds may possibly be unpivoted 
by the busy intrigues of those who would weaken our hands and 
in terrup t our useful labours. T hat word is: th ink  of the Spiri 
tua l Institu tion , give it vour support, send in such little  subscrip 
tions as you can afford, and recom m end your friends to do the 
same. Look at the g reat w ork w hich is. being done, w ithou t 
noise, display, or scarcely the possession of means to  do it. See 
how  im portan t it is th a t the minds who have to revise and dictate 
so m uch im portant m atte r should be free from earkiug cares and 
p e ttv  annoyances. W e try to do our part honestly, intelligently, 
and lovingly. Do vour's in the same way. Encourage us and 
help us, even as the  angels do, and our happiness now and rejoicing 
in the fu ture w ill he m utual.

W e have a few copies of the “ John  K in g ” num ber left, w hich 
w ill be sold a t the  usual price of one penny each. No more can 
ho supplied at the  ra te  o f tw en ty  for a shilling. Our friends m ust 
remember that the “ Jo h n  K ing" num ber contains about sixpenny- 
w orth o f reading as usually supplied in hooks, pam phlets, and 
periodicals ou Spiritualism .

d e a t h
wer

D R .  S R  X T  O N  O N

Oavetuliah Rooms on (Sunday evening were crowded in 
a  highly respectable and a ttentive  aud im ee,  w| 
season of tin- year,  a n d  tho tact th a t  Dr. S* 
regularly  so as to koop his hearers  together 
popular i ty  on t ho quest

inch,

m of  Spiritualism.
..p,

. part, i
,i d0"8 not 1 3  
iU vw  w-ii fo; ^

T h e  sp ak<M* commenced by a llud ing  to two forms of dc-ttl 
death ,  wniedi was the  cessation of the  bodily functions, -q ',V‘S  
tho a p p aren tly  dead m igh t  Ik * resusc i ta ted ;  and nto!nic tp jq

man;
TihtonootUn animal’ru5 j  

H frohl

d m ig h t  be resusc i ta ted ;  § ^
was decay of tho bodily s truc ture .  l i e  then described wint 
by life, t rac ing  its d eve lopm en t  in p lan t ,  animal,  and m.V' V' 
th a t  in man there  was a higher form of existence tl
seeing th a t  n um erous  persons had been observed at great di^an 
th e i r  bodies, which  were a t  th e  same time going on with Oh- ,)V 
of life in a  healt hy m anner .  D eath  had been personified, v. 
lever had  ; and  the  d is to r t io n s  ol theology, and not, the pun vgr 
m nying  the  process, had im plan ted  in the  human iniiid a fear ofIT »1----  1----  .1 ,1.      1 T .

in-i l o  then traced tho views of death amongst .Jews, Aryans, X,,'

opi
Having exploded these and similar notions, as well us the tbeoWj 
views entertained on the subject, be showed that man began to die ' 
soon as ho had a being. Change was an unceasing characteristic of hi 
existence, and death was simply the culmination thereof. “ Howdo», 
die?” This was shown to be because the body became bo  rigid u j  
solid, and the vital force of the system became so low, that the function?-' 
life could not be longer maintained. The spiritual part of man's nsty, 
also outgrew the capacities of the material body, so that a separation(,( 
them was necessary. The atheist was of opinion that there was nothin 
left of man after death but the decaying body ; the Christadelphian 
with Dr. Priestley, believed that the spirit had to be called into existeni* 
and joined to the body at the resurrection. But it was illogical to 
suppose that the physical body would be again raised up. As it. carried 
within itself the elements of change it might, have to die again, when* 
the immortal organism must be so constituted as to avoid the occurred* 
of such a process. After death man was not a flash of light ork 
intangible breath, but tbe real man he was on earth, but organised in a 
superior manner. Modern ideas exploded annihilation on tbe one ha;i 
and tbe brimstone bell on tbe other; so that death was no longer a 
cause of fear. The speaker bad seen many death-beds, and found thss 
the fear of death always vanished from tbe mind before the er?a 
occurred, which showed that the mind of man was constitutedtc 
approach the change as a natural consequence. Death was not at si 
painful; the contortions of the body were often relieved by a pleassr. 
smile on tbe countenance. The dving often see their spirit-friend::: 
the bedside, ready to welcome and accompany them to tbeir spirit-hoai. 
This was the case with atheists, as the speaker’s experience cl: 
testify; and those who did not acknowledge tbe presence ol sp::'- 
friends by words, often did so by a smile or the expression of the face.

In conclusion, the Doctor deprecated tbe semblance of grief ::i 
discountenanced tbe gloomy attempts at mourning so fashionable, 5: 
doubt the affections suffered a loss in parting from a friend, tv. 
Spiritualism should sustain the mind in a way that would ted:, 
alleviate all grief, with time for reflection. Earth-life was siv:.- 
embryonic ; and to think that it was a place in which to p rep are:: 
everlasting future, by doing to others as we would wish to be dor.? :y 
was calculated to exercise a very powerful moral influence upon

A full report of the lecture will shortly be published in tbe 
orations advertised in another page.

T H E  P I C N I C  O N  W E D N E S D A Y  N E X T .
There is great demand for tickets, but it would have been betteri 

little more time had been allowed for their circulation. Tbe arrrte 
inents of the committee have been so ] .borious and intricate in ;:v: !
respects that the tickets could not be issued sooner. The price c:' ::• 
mission to the grounds, including tea and all tbe entertainment;/; 1 
Is. Rd. for adults, and Is. for children. Tbe entertainments preparx 
may be seen announced in the advertisement, and also some arrjrte 
merits as to travelling by railway or. tbe North London line. fix I 
tickets are selling well amongst. Spiritualists who move in the hi:':;: 
classes of society, so that the picnic is likely to be, on the whole, a 
liant and fashionable afl’nir. We recommend our friends to make::; 
general holiday, and get to tbe grounds as earlv ns possible, that 
may be more time for social intercourse and rural recreation. It v i 
be a grand opportunity for introductions and tbe formation of news-: 
useful acquaintanceships. For other particulars we must refer to 
advertisement in another page. Visitors from the country are exp.".:: 
as we are having frequent applications from a distance for tickets.

DR. SEXTON ON HADES.
On Sunday evening next, at Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer j- .. 

Oxlord Street. Dr. Sexton will deliver an oration in oontir.v.an.'r. 
the subject introduced by him on Sunday last, namely. “ Hades.' .Rtf 
from tbe question of Spiritualism, Dr. Sexton's great fund of :r.:.v 
mation on all matters to which tbe subject is related renders ::; 
of deep interest to all thinking minds. We need net urge oar rosoc* 
to attend, as tbe hall is usually crowded, but we would take :V.e liberty 
of requesting that they would be so kind as to take their s.vs by 
o clock, so that the service may not be inteirupted by persons 
vouring to find a seat in a closeiy-packed room.

Mr. Cogman- occupies a nice bouse. No. 15, St. Peter's Real Y ; 
End. and as he cannot let three spare rooms be must cither gore up 
bolding of liis meetings or sutler loss. W ill anv friend w: onvv :rft 
accommodation take those rooms or join Mr. Cogman in a ho: » 
where? M r. Cogman is doing such a useful work in tho U-A 
would bo a pity to have it broken up.

M r s . Ol iv e ’s  Se a x c e .—As Mrs. Olive intends to be pc,/".':
picnic on Wednesday, her weekly seance at the Spiritual 1"5..... '
will be postponed till Thursday, August ‘-’let.
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DR. SEXTON'S F U T U R E  LABOURS.
We are inundated with letters expressing n determination to engog 

)lr. Sexton for a course of lectures during the approaching mu s o ii .
A few weeks ago we gave publicity to a suggestion that Oldham. 
Jury, Bolton, and adjacent towns unite to have the Doctor for 
several weeks actively employed in the locality. From South Wales 
comes another demand; and, indeed, in all parts of the country in 
which Spiritualism has taken root there is a looking forward to a 
visit from Dr. Sexton. Now, to act wisely in this matter is at one* to 
call a tne; ting of friends and di termini* to have certain lectures at n 
definite time, and adhere to it, commencing to make arrangements im 
mediately, and continue the agitation till the lectures culminate in i 
success. \ \  e hear that it is likely that Dr. Sexton will commence his 
tour in Manchester or district the first week in October. As at least 
six weeks should be allowed for active preparation, committees should 
arrange at once to secure a visit while Dr. Sexton is in their 
neighbourhood. By doing so they will get the advantage of the com 
bined publicity which the various announcements will create. J ims 
lectures iu Manchester advertised and reported in the Manchester 
papers are sure to enliven the whole population lor thirty miles round ; 
after which it would be an easy matter to command success in sur- j 
rounding places. Would it not. be well to place the initial arrange 
ments in the hands of Mr. Fitton, 34, W alnut Street, Cheethain. Man 
chester? ora conference might be held, at which delegates could state 
the most suitable time for lectures to be delivered in their respective 
towns. By adopting such arrangements the expense of advertising 
would be wonderfully reduced. The effects of the effort would be 
much enhanced, while the anxiety and risk would be reduced to the 
minimum. This plan would also save travelling expenses and the 
carriage of the magnificent apparatus with which Dr. Sexton illustrates 
his sensation lecture on the conjurers. By careful working societies 
might put funds in the treasury.

THE “ JOHN K IN G " N U M B E R  TO TH E NEW SPAPERS.
We are busily engaged in sending a copy of the “ John King '1 num  

ber, and Dr. Sexton’s oration on the conjurers, to every newspaper in 
Great Britain. The number of copies have already been subscribed for 
bv gentlemen who have left a part of their copies at our disposal. The 
postage, however, will be a heavy item, to pay which we solicit special 
contributions from our friends. W e have already received a few pounds 
towards sending out Dr. Sexton’s oration, but to pay the postage and 
the necessary number of copies will yet take upwards of a dozen 
pounds, which we would be glad to receive during the next few days.

LIST OF LECTURERS ON SPIRITUALISM.
Ba r l ow, Miss (Trance), care of Mr. Robert Barlow, Rhodes, near Man 

chester.
Bur ns, J., 15, Southampton Row. London, W.C.
Bet t er  h e l d . Mrs. ^Inspirational), 1, Ridsdale Street, Darlington.
Cos KAN, W„ 15, St. Peter’s Road, Mile End, London, E.
Eg e k t o n , A. F. (Trance), 2'2. Martensen Street, Wavertree Road, Liver 

pool.
Ev e r it t . Th o m a s , Holder’s Hill. Hendon, Middlesex.
Ha e pe r , K., 5, South Street, Finsbury, London. E.C.
Hay, Miss, 15. Albert Street, Regent’s Park, NAV.
Mor se, J. -I. (Trance), 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.
Mul f o r d, Pr e n t ic e , 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.
Sex t o n , lir.. IT. I rafalgar Road, London, S.E.
Wa l l a c e . V. (Missionary), 105. Islip Street. Kentish Town, London, NAV. 
Wa t so n , Aa r o n , 04, Regent Road. Salford, Manchester.
Wil s o n , A. D., 3, Horn Street, Pellon Lane, Halifax.

Other speakers and mediums may have their names in this list.

It  was Mrs. Rudd who forwarded the donation of AT Is. to th° 
Spiritual Institution, which we in mistake recently credited to Miss 
Ponder.

Miss H ay will deliver lectures on h e r  experiences in America if 
committees will make arrangements for her. Address, 15, Albert Street, 
Mornington Crescent, N.W .

De b a t e  on  S p iritualism .—Mr. Joseph Stephens had a contest with 
Mr. Hales »t Goldsmith’s Row, on Sunday evening. The debate has 
been adjourned, and another will be held on Sunday evening.

Ph o t o g r a ph s  of spirits are obtained by Mr. Hudson, photographic 
artist, 177. Palmer Terrace, Holloway Road, N. We will send an 
authenticated specimen on receipt of Is.

Human Nature for August contains a beautifully executed portrait 
of Dr. J. W. Van Namee. who recently visited London; also his 
phrenological delineation, his biography, and some account of his 
mediumsbip.

We have had letters from Mr. Morse, intimating that he would arrive 
in town this afternoon, and resume his weekly seances and seek 
engagements in London, previous to his departure for Paris. We have 
also bad a telegram urgently soliciting his presence in Glasgow. What 
ever arrangement is made, we have no doubt but Mr. Morse will meet 
with friends who will aid him in putting his valuable talents to a useful 
purpose.

A Case o p P rev ision .— On Sunday evening, July 27, Mr. Webster 
was controlled at Mr. Cogman’s, and said he saw that a calamity was 
about to take place which might be prevented. It was close to the 
main road ; many people were standing about, and much white dust was 
flying, while water flowed close to the building. On Wednesday, August 
6, a rice mill near to Stepney Station took fire from friction of the 
machinery, which, as the spirit said, might have been prevented. It is 
near to the main road. A large concourse of persons was assembled, 
and the ground rice flying about was the “ white dust,” which was so 
thick that the spirit could not say whether the calamity would be an 
explosion or not. The mill stands close to the canal, which gives the 
water seen in the vision. Here is a fact not oillv gratifying as far as 
Mr. Webster's inediumship is concerned, but of some importance both 
in a psychological and practical sense.

A S i t ’('!>'<! UL SEANCE, f’A NEW  M E D IU M '.
On Tuesday evening a teat .- < ■, i,«■ - was b.-ld at. the Spiritual Inst itu- 

»'on, I.», Southampton Row, the tm-diuim, King ,\i - Emgrl-'i and
Hopkins, respecting sh o t mediumsbip ttr . Usonov has <ui s n  nil
invasions writt,-,, to tins piper. flies-* gentlemen a,e >  y-t only par 
tially dev loped, mill, tn-ing almost slrang.-rs to Spiritual., n, they were 
anxious to sit in itn* presence of experienced i t n  -i--.vo, . u der t>-' 
arrangemei.i s. I hat the true value ,,i iln-ir mediumsoip migiii he e?ti- 
niatid. I pwnrds of twenty ladies anti gentlemen oUn- i ij. anil first 
formed themselves i s  one largeeirok  round ■ double table m tlm 
front drawing' room, Mr.. Berry sitting at. to* lead > ■lh om hi : 
mediums iu each hand. All r some excellent ling _-. I by Mr Hi er 
on tlie I .aglIs■ i eoiieertil. . - 1 I. g n n- - .f t in- i ere p.-re-u \ ■ u
and rap. were heard. On the alphabet being cv a -d n wa- dire in: 
tnut the circle should sit. in lhe other room, anil -h'.n.d eou-.-f , a
selection from llm company, which was belie ved m  tin- rv. m--,
were called over. l ie* remainder of (hose pr---* * a ■ i * to -' v  a r 
test coin! it ions at some distance from the opera', g i-i,---|e. One of i- 
tallies was ni-cordinglv moved to the bank drawi g-;-,, . <i. ;.i in * n -i r f 
which Mrs. Berry sat, h- t vv eon the me-it in ins. J fin 11 - r tin . -1 -' • i •, - 
manifested itselt the spirit stated that, the p o w r w i-  too gr-- a n 
that Mrs. Berry and Mr. Hopkins had better r-ncu. , - 1 , , ,,
of the tabic. Thus arranged, tin- circle was enmpo-- .. s n-ljow- M r. 
Henly, Mr. C. I.ane, Mr. King-ley, Mrs. Parker. .4 •. Bur .-. k .an 
Babacloor Yusuf Ali, Mrs. Berry, Mr. Hopkins, M.\ -I. Lane, Mr. 
Ganney, and Mrs. Fitzgerald.

Mrs. Berry was seated at the end of the table next to the front room : 
Mr. Henly at the opposite end towards the back window. To de-erme 
all that took place would tax our memory further than i'- cm (labilities, 
and likewise occupy too much space : so that we must con'-mt oiir-elw-e 
with the narration of a few generalities. The voice of the spirit •• James 

j Lombard” was rather gruff, vet sufficiently distinct to be readily com 
prehended. He talked freely to the sitters, and was bristling ail over 

: with jokes and puns. He particularly delighted in identifying the gen 
tleman from India, who wore a uniform with gold trimming, Its •• the 
Shah." A spirit at the other end of the table made quotations from 

1 “ Othello,” in honour of the same visitor, who is a gentleman from 
j Bombay, very much interested in Spiritualism. A vase of dried flowers 
I was taken from the mantel-shelf, also a statuette with a glass shade over 

it. These were transferred to the table so carefully that no harm was 
done to them. Mrs. Berry said, “ Now, James, you tnusr not barm 

: Mrs. Burns's ornaments.” “ N o,” he said : “ it would be a - ir: iny shame 
; it’ I did.” The spirit at the other end of the table chimed in. •• I am 

more than a match for you;” when the repartee was c-ontnued a num 
ber of times, with the introduction of words having a reference ro com 
bustion, light, heat, and other derivatives of “ Burns. ” The guirar was 
played upon very nicely, and the beads of people were t chi d with it. 
Hands were also felt, and the tube was used quite freely on several of 
the sitters. A laborious effort was made to lilt a sofa upon the table 
from behind th« circle, but the spirits contented tbeuiselv - by h .sting 
the heavy swab over the heads of the sitters, and pla-’i-g  it quietly rn 
the table. Brilliant spirit-lights were seen repeatedly dancing over the 

i circle, and sometimes in groups, and pleasant perfumes were re 
peatedly given. The voice endeavoured to go towards the sitters in 

i the front room, as also did the lights and the tube, but failed 
in reaching them, though the spirits were enabled to manilest 
beyond the circle. All this while those in both rooms sat grasping 
bands under the strictest test conditions, and Mr. Kingsley was in a 
trance most of the time. One of the spirits made an effort to take a 
flower from Mrs. Berry’s bonnet, but as it was firmly :aste:.-d the 
attempt was unsuccessful. Mr. Burns then offered his editorial se'ssors 
to the spirit, who did not. take them from his hand, but as soon as 
they were placed on the table, they were picked up. and -napped 
repeatedlv in the air. In a few moments the spirit clipped the 
flower awav from the bonnet, and presented it to the gentleman fr m 
India, who sat on Mrs. Berry’s right. Mr. Iloeker added very much 
to the success of the evening by his beautiful performances on the 
English concertina, which led and sustained the s nging in a very 
agreeable manner. Towards the end of the seance he placed the con 
certina on the table, when it was immediately taken up by the spir ts 
and played upon. It was found after the scarce at a different- place 
from where it had been put by Air. Hooker. Before the seance broRe 
up. the spirit “ James ” talked quietly to the sitters, which was one of the 
most agreeable parts of the evening. He said, “ Y\ ell. Mr. Burns, what 
do you think of these manifestations? Aon will report, them in the 
M e d iu m , won't you ?' “ Yes,’ was the reply; “ cert.-': !y they deserve
to be reported." “ I  think I can give just :& good physical mar, gestations 
as any spirits amongst them: don't I?  P/l - . mind you : I don t 
pretend anything else." It was universally aeknowi oged that, as 
illustrations of physical phenomena, what had been exporter-vd wn« 
everything that could be desired. When the light was srru x ;. . minds 
were found held, with the exception of those of Mr. Burns, who released 

; his to light the candle: and everyone was perfectly satisfied tnat the 
1 manifestations, as above narrated, were genuine in the lughest degree.
1 The ladies and gentlemen who formed the circle desired is > ree'-r.l 

their names, that they might give their testimony as to what : ok place 
' on the evening in question.

We understand that these gentlemen are willing to commence a 
series of seances one evening in the week at the Spiritual Ir.vin.tion. 
to which the public will be admitted on the payment of a small fee. 
It is probable that the tirs: seance will take place > me evening 

I next week, respecting which further particulars may be obtained 
; on application at the Spiritual Institution. W e mav. in conclusion,
1 remark that those who sat in the front room were almost equally 
j satisfied with those who sat round the table. They saw the lights, 
j heard the voices, and when the light was struck were able to certify 
j as to the movement of objects.

B r i d g n o r t h .—If there be any SpirituahVs in this town or neigh 
bourhood. they will meet with an active worker by corresponding 
with us. The gentleman to whom we a’lu ie has just settled in the 
town and desires to meet with those who would co-operate with him in 
the investigation of Spiritualism.
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Mr. Kivhmond w.ia of opinion that the Spiritualism of to day and 
Spiritualum of the Scripture* wore identical.

doe President oho-rwd on liie importance of noticing ^nat Spiritual 
j . tu taught tiie inUi-pen-ahle necessity of living a good life in order t< 
ensure Ijappii---? iierealter.

Si lit; ; ; ALlvM A ( u ;U1AN . wit h  Na t t u a i. i-A*-.
There was a lor. 

no paper w as a ibn 
Mr. Riohm >r.d i 

it ac-ordaooe wr 
lilted gent bem js .

Mr. lloskins v. . 
toe Diietiouieoa as

tor the Bible. Oui 
rational, and sC.eri 
s.) sort .T would So

rather exciting discussion on this question.

harmonious results could be obtained until a haunted 
wa removed and destroyed. Seanoe rooms should \ 
oleaned, the carpet removed, the floor scrubbed, and noir 
should i nter: then there would he pure results. '[ > 
come to ch tm places: they could riot get into di 
repeated that they must remove the obnoz.ous drink a 

Dr, Seaton w ished the Conference to keep to the soh 
[j- I ■ di teco and drink question.

M r. B u r n s  c o n s id e re d  th a t  -Mr. M e r e d i t h  had  spot.. 
i:i oh f  to  a n y t h i n g  w h ic h  d - t - r i o r a t - r l  t ■,• • ntr.

' r fiJr.
lW.,

j  w

emarked that he did 
!r natural laws, but

Aider -Spirit u ilism ,li,
i special effort hy dition

Us. M ed ium sh ip  was large ly  influenced by 
K iting a heavy dium r, o r  even tak ing  c >1 !

[lie

nl law was in a sense suspended or Supers d news of toe most powerful mediums.
i :u d i s p u t i n g a b o u t  t e rm s ,  i l e  def ined
inir »r«»;ii thf* In^lu-r  hiw s o f  n a t u r e ;  b u t  st ill
All  ruTeUtion  w i»h veu  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d iu m
ly in g s  wr»re fallible, am d  he  p r o t e s t e d  w-irmly

f ifi ia i l ibi l i tv  b? a  man . o r  o c h u r c h ,  o r  a  book.
,» o;’ evideM'u l o r  bib; c.kl in fa l l ib i l i ty ,  a n d  be
. Itl lifkve bt*en th e  lu..- t t o  m a k e  such  a  c la im
t s h o u ld  be to  p lace th e  I'.ible u p o n  a b o u n d ,

hr. As s o re ly  ns t h e vrorld  w as  p ro g re s s iv e ,

lied that while Mr. Meredit, 
nvt, tbev were hardly in order as regards time. 

Mr. Burns said it was little encouragement to a ■ 
p seed upon hin in this way. 1 f t  

the speaker was in order. H>- did n .

Tin- President r

i n.n ti
ild be put down :cae e lie spoke ag a in -1 ab-oho

Dr. Sexton said ho had no intention of ini 
ii: n. but th.se were questions upon which a g -at i

'. . -
r-eh. We knewan intAiiiti 

tent t * k , w hei: :• »r tacts occurred.

the belief of tiie future, 
cal sequence of an infallible book was 
it tie about natural law. He was con-

Mr. Clar 
changeable, 
nature, bee,

Dr. Sexto 
were ehung 
showing th 
c a - . • iroi n o a

eved that toe taws of nature were eternal and un- 
,i .,a nothing more changeable than the laws of 

ti e .dii- ns under which those forces worked were

v- . .--.rise.: to hear a statement tha* the laws of nature 
. an i i a philosophical way he argued the question, 
te statement was paradoxical and contradictory, that

existed even amongst Spiritualists sod medium?, mvi tr, 
them hardly fell within the province of the Conference.

Mr. Clark thought Mr. i f  iredith was perfectly in orde. 
held immediately after supper he had not been able te 
results its two or three hours after a meal. The g ■ 
have a disturbing or depressing influence upon the pbe 
Meredith had stated facts, and not ng-rely opinions, 
tobacconist and anti-liquor man, he was willing to lister: 

The President said he bad been an anti-t .baeco and a 
! all his life, for none of these things had Oontaminate< 

never would ; but let them keep to the subject.
Mr. Meredith added that on? of the best :n'-diu .as in

if.

with the laws of nature, and that those after an unsuccessiul sitting, that the cause of failure was beeaua
taws were gumea ovt A m gl y Intelligence, and were equally un- 
h , . .,h!e. T.-.: '  •-.ritualism might seem to be opposed to men's
u . r -- ■ liwsof nature, but as our experience and know.

. the two were seen to be in p d s d  harmony.
Tu Pr a;.;- .: - a apparent departures from or suspensions

•v nmt-.rai law. s.:ea piiecomena as fire being held in the hand without 
burni g.

Mr. Morse suggested th embodiment of the sentiments of the Con - 
. ■ - as the foil* -wing :—“ That as eer lin
phenomena tisnaahl the .xsieneeand operation of the so-called dead 
do occur, t;.e said phenomena must be in accordance with - possibi- 
l i t  - . . in:! an : ■; : ::a ■ :■ - r d  a - - .a : nare-
rial laws."

Tu.s arop ? ' ' i-i'd not meet with a s-conder. 
third nd last a jeet for »nsi lerati on was

I noss t  n m  C m ositt.
Ve-y i.: l- was sad  as to the "benefit" of the manifestations. The 

■> : :  ,.r. vr .s almost taken up with the recital of the extraordinary 
oa experienced by Mr. Monck, of Bristol, as related by that 

.: . n,and corroborated by Mr. Young and Mr. Burrs. From his 
childhood Mr. Moaek had been a medium, and he seems to have ir.he- 
meu '.he power ■ n his parents, who possessed the “ second sight.” 
lucre  seemed to b no room for doubting that one night Mr. Monck 
w is c .rried more nan fortr miles by spirit-power in a very short space 
>f t me. He we- g.-dtly annoyed by the physical manifestations, and 

was .only from a sens- of duty that he bad resolved to teach and 
preiek Spiritu hie c, though he was fully aware of the penalty of depart 
ing from orthodoxy.

-’•I". Burns expressed a -.ope that Mr. Monck would receive plenty 
ot ivr.c .for,; ro sp-»k on Spiritualism, for both physically and mentally 
be wa s remirkxbiy endowed.

va - is ape ters t • • :-u: toe -' • mardfestat;ons were 
: - ii le ling i certain :lass persons to investigate the subject, 

uu t-'.-'s vr-r- conveys I to Mr. Monck for bis statement, and with fur 
ther '.. . i toe Pres: lent the second dux's Conference closed.

TH IRD  DAY.
En? P ■ f .  in opening the Conference this morning, reminded the 

friends that th-y rv l a great deal of business before them, and he hop-d 
th rp Alters v.v,aiJ study brevity, and confine their remarks to the 
sj. .j sets before tne.n.

F o pl  Aib  and  F o r t  H a b it s .
A paper was read from Mr. Morrison, Secretary of the Edinburgh 

-A 1 - - - Society, bearing on the subject previously considered,
- idvantage of special buildings for spiritual meetings. The 

subject ot to- p ip -r was more especially the warming and ventilating 
such rooms y  tchanical contrivances, so as to secure tiie threefold 
object of scientifically improving the conditions of communion, the 
comfort o. : he company, and the health of the medium. To accomplish 
this er.a he p -o p o -d  to so arrange the room that the ordinary fire 
mould act alter the manner of the sun. He therefore called it the 
•sun system of warming and ventilating." The main feature of the 

system consisted in circulating fresh air through the room, and 
■ending tae foul air into the chimney. The combustion of the fire 
Would cr-uie a kind of artificial trade-wind. Local currents or 
draugii.s would .-.voided, and the air would be both purified and 
warmed. A double floor, with a sp ice beneath, would be necessary to 
carry ou t the system. The Vice-President said the question of pure air 
was a i im >r . it one, and while thanking the writer for his paper, it 
*0ul a be d sirab e to refer the subject to the Committee.

Mr. Me.vditi) ibought the suggestions in the paper were very good, 
hut it m ight be d.fll-ult to apply them to existing rooms. There could 
be no doubt that bad atmospheric conditions were detrimental to 
tb» success ol sea .c'-s. ITe recommended that a room should be devoted 
especially to seances, loose  who drank and smoked had no business 
in a c;r.i.e. b -coi-- suill habits interfered with the magnetism of tiie 
*it.t<»rs. 0 b  a,xi.hi? tilings could not b? blended. The purer the
persons, the purer the cominunic*ation3. He knew a case in which no

taken drink. They would never obtain satisfactory 
tobacco were indulged in.

Mr. Monck said bis experience was to the corn ry. Bk . 
manifestations had occurred when five or six people ws-e 
He had on one occasion experienced wonder: .! ievitat:•.•:.« v^.-. fk 
inveterate smokers were present, of wnom ne was o . ..

Mr. Chapman presumed that M r. Mwnck ealwdiw.
ship, but Mr. Meredith had been speaking of tranee i^aaa
demanding purity. Mr. Chapman mentioned a e-ise w. . -L. 
tendant spirit made toe medium take his pip? out of his p.?>e: t-i.h .

, it into the fire, at the same time begging those who were at the cirh- - 
persuade the medium not to smoke or drink.

Mr. Monck explained that his remarks applied t )  the cither y. v-: 
mediumship as well as to physical manifestations.

Dr. Sexton suggested that in discussing these questions •hey s;: . i 
so in a gentlemanly manner. When a gentleman described • . .  •/.: 
alcohol as being dirty  and filthy and beast!v. tltat ••••■-= pe;;:cifiy 
sive to those who did not entertain the same views.

Mr. Burns thought M r. Meredith h id put the na ter in a vet; r :■ 
tleraanly way. One definition of "dF L " w^= •• matter ia the 
p ’.ac1." I f  D r. Sexton could show the use c
physical economy, of course it would not be “ d rt." Mediaasi't ya 

i a peculiar organic and temperamental condition, and w.s exr-qt tty 
sensitive to disorderly ar.d impure influences, such as arose it: _ : M; 

i enness, debauchery, or even over-work; these adverse infMenr-: t- :- 
a negative condition, which made the svstem of the medium re:e: " •  
bad influences from the spiritual sphere. I f  Dr. Sexton would o f  
this question from a scientific stand-point, and not in relation to ■?-• 
vidual appetite, this cross-firing between the speakers would be a- . ;- 
H e spoke as a teetotaller, a vegetarian, and an anti-tobacconist, TS * 
admitted that the grossest abuses of the human phvsiology m i g h t : 
conditions of mediumship. Many of the lowest vices and fio..lest - ' 
committed by human beings were t :e direct result of evil s- v ' ' - :
caused by b id habits. I f  men and women had better habits, thereT - 
be more normal and less abnormal mediumship. Persons itijttj- 
wonderfully eifted mediums without ever having been in a tr:.r.:e. -- 
manifestation of a power for work in connection with Spirit-ay 
through his agency was without a parallel; yet ne had b-sn eriut.it 
do this work in a normal state, and without the use of stint Mots f. 
narcotics. He mentioned his own case as an instance that mediumst 
might exist under the healthiest conditions, and without ab p> 
nemena or h.;b:ts. This has also been the experience of Mr. c - t 
Massey, and many other persons. Abnormal med unishio hid 
dangers as well as advantages. He knew an excellent me il ." tr-  
good man. who, on p'.s<!:>g through the slums L r.don u? ' - : 7 

I by spiritsc le i vest dese otion, wh ■! . -.
, would have succeeded but for the protecti i | • ppirit-g 1 -
I should be the care of Spiritualists to surrou the . .1 . - .....

conditions which would most effectui’.ly promote the big e: : ' " 
non il me i i si ip, and protec them fr n those .
disturbed ti: -ir mu o s ic iI and spiritual 

! h ibits d:tl not uiiVct mediums uierelv, i 
ship pertained to humanity, and was :

| of toe population who called themselves 
discussing this questi m, tbei 
the welfare of the public. The judges of the 
whole of the crime and misery of the countrv resulted from i-.i i 

l in  the.animal appetites. M r. Burns mentioned a case in proof 
statement that mediums sometimes came under ihe b.-s: cwrrcl a. 
a low state of vitality, and some spirits wodillv imnas.d i:v 
rights of mediums under such circum# rices. The iViei: is . : in 

, should tab? cure that they were not over-worked,
I spirits d id  not misuse them. M r. Burns proceeded to 
. intimate relationship that existed be: ween p icsuiug 

course in life, and keeping the body h- lithy and in duo s Aj vtica t 
higher powers of the moral and intellectual nature. T is 
mankind generally, as well as to mediums in p  xrl ieul xr. He I • i  

j ward to the time when right education an 1 surround; [■ fi , ■: • a 
render it impossible for any individual to h-.-.k t )i • !a is 
■ which was the worst form of irreligion. lie was verv sorry t '

fil-bc-uig. Thi s q. test i p
bu n mirv at - • 'J;e, r\-r iUri'.-

t confined to t tut .

i “ Spiri ial -t s .' Therrvrr
•idering a tu i:: r wh ea suu
f l he land etated toar n-iin*

or th1 At At'i" a

to e:o m '.a .',v

■ i -1 v* 11 d!l t'
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nlleman who professor! to be a religious anti moral tenehor, say that, 
hi«intercourse with spirits was earned on in an impure narcotic alm.i- 
ipbore. and in the indulgence of a sensual gratification.

Mr K elmiond asked what temperaments were brat lor mediums, so 
to obtain the highest, results. lie  was well aware that tohaeeu nn.l.....................................   He was well aware that tobacco t

ji-ink interfered with mediumship. By abstinenoo from llesh, drink, 
tobacco, and sueh things, his mediumship became so inerensiul that the 

ritual world and this world became as one to him, and for about 
twenty years he had enjoyed both worlds at the same time by day and 

ilis uiedimnistic power having become excessive and annoying. In 
returned to the eating of beef purposely to make his system more gro-s, 
and prolong his earth-life. To those who wished to cultivate tnedium- 
t!iip, ho reeommceded abstinence, self denial, and a light and simple 
diet, ospeeinlly in the case of fat persons.

Mr. Morse informed the Conference Hint, ho was the medium 
referred to by .Mr. Burns, and he attributed bis preservation to tin 
band of intelligences who acted ns bis spirit-guides. For two dais 
after the attack referred to he suffered the most dreadful mental and 
bodilv tortures. Mediums did not pass through the world quite so 
easily ns some persons imagined, lie  confirmed the statement of Mr. 
Burns that under certain conditions mediums were liable to abnormal 
influence from malicious spirits. As to temperament, be thought one 
evenly balanced, like his own, the most susceptible. Mediumship 
depended not only on spiritual influences, but were affected also by 
psychological and bodily conditions ; and the harmonious operation of 
these three states or conditions was necessary for satisfactory' medium- 
ship. lie had abandoned the uso of tobacco and alcohol because bis 
spirit-guides prohibited these things. Formerly, when he was about 
to drink a glass of spirits-and-water, his hand was so controlled that 
instead of pouring it down his throat he was made to pour it down the 
sink. In the early days of his mediumship he also used tobacco. The 
spirits desired him to give it up. This was the only actual coercion 
they bad exercised. One day, when be was smoking, the spirits 
removed the tobacco from his pipe and left him to smoke, the empty 
tube. At seances be had known spirit-remonstrance against the use of 
tobacco by mediums or those who sat with them. He had experienced 
bodily and mental benefit by abstinence from these injurious things; 
his trance addresses were clearer and more vigorous, and his exhaustion 
was lessened. As to the arrangement of circles, he preferred the semi 
circular form, with a suitable admixture of males and females. This 
was intuitive, and it produced a comfortable feeling and satisfactory 
results.

The Vice President asked Mr. Morse, as one of their best mediums, 
if he thought that be would have attracted a lower class of spirits had he 
resisted this course of purification, and remained a drinker and 
smoker.

Mr. Horse believed lie would, being very impressible, have first 
deteriorated, and then lost his mediumship, and perhaps bis health and 
sanity. He still had a hankering for the flesh-pots, and bad to keep 
watch and ward over his lower propensities. He cultivated bodily 
cleanliness as essential to high mediumship, and kept his thoughts as 
pure and free as possible. Without aiming to be a saint, he strove for 
the highest aspirations toward the spirit-world and God our Creator.

Mr. Burns added some interesting particulars respecting the medium- 
ship ol Mr. Morse. As an instance of the power and supervision exor 
cised by Mr. Morse's spirit-guides, it'was related that on one occasion, 
while at tea with Mr. Burns, just before going to give a public address, 
Mr. Morse was wishing to finish up with a bit of bread and some jam 
on it, when he found himself unable to convey it to his mouth. Mr. 
Morses vital apparatus being weak, he needed to be abstemious, especi 
ally before mental exertion, whereas a different rule might apply to a 
man with a powerful digestion. On another occasion, having partaken 
heartily of a steak, the spirits stopped his watch during the whole time 
of an address, which frightened him with the idea that the control had 
been a failure. This was with the view, as the “ Strolling P layer” 
explained, to induce profuse perspiration and so work off the abnormal 
effects resulting from the stagnation of the stomach. I t  was a cheap 
wav of giving him a Turkish bath. He knew that Mr. Morse had been 
very much improved in general health and mediumistic power by atten 
tion to the hygienic directions of his spirit-guides; but had he resisted 
their good influences he would probably have fallen a prey to the rascal 
spirits, and, like the man mentioned in the scripture parable, his last state 
would have been worse than his first. This question of spirit control and 
obedience to the highest behests of our nature concerned the welfare of 
the whole human race ; and the great work that Spiritualists had to do 
was to live pattern lives themselves, and thereby help to sweep impurity 
out of the world and inaugurate the age of religion, brotherliness, and 
happiness.

The President mentioned that the sitters at circles might either be 
arranged directly bv the invisibles, which gave the most harmonious 
results, or the medium might be influenced by' the spirits to fix the 
positions. His own circles were always arranged according to the first- 
named plan.

Mr. Tims. Brown, of Ilowden, Durham, narrated the story, rather a 
painful one, of his development, and asked for advice. I t  appeared, 
from the explanation of Mr Burns, that Mr. Brown was a brickraaker, 
and worked very hard and continuously, so that his physical nature was 
not equal to the demands made by his mediumship; and being in a 
stat" of development he suffered so much that he felt he must abandon 
Spiritualism unless he could obtain relief. The case elicited sympathy, 
and it was stated not to be a singular one. The advice given was to 
endeavour to restore the bodily health, not to work so hard, and to 
bear the pains of development for the sake of the great and glorious 
privileges to which they were the prelude.

Mr. Chapman thought the spirits knew best at present how to arrange 
circles and develop mediums. Harmony depended upon the negative 
and positive principles in men and women being properly placed or 
balanced. In general the masculine nature was positive and the femi 
nine negative. There was also a male and female principle in every 
human being. The right sido of a man was masculine and the left side 
feminine, excepting in the case of a person being left-handed. Mr. 
Morse hud a negative nature, and had derived benefit to his health from 
sleeping with him, his nature being positive and vitality large. He felt 
Unit Mr. Morse had drawn power from him. When spirits requested

anyone- to change places in* h-avt 
this was nnlv done I" insure li inn 
beside a negut ive.

Mr, Morse confirmed what M 
he had derived Irmii him. \\ lie 
condition, ;<ml hud a disagreeable

he ciiun 
•old. II

to l,i
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j be according to the printed form, it. was a most important part of the 
j work of the Convention. The subject ought to be ventilated ; for only 

by observing the right conditions could good manifestations and addresses 
be obtained.

The Secretary did not see how the spirits could have selected the 
subjects on the programme, seeing that it was partly drawn up some 
weeks ago by a non-Spiritualist. The reply through Mrs. Butterll -id 
was to the effect that the spirits had brought, about this Convention, and 
that the fact of a man not being an avowed Spiritualist was no proof 
that spirits could not influence biin. The Secretary also wished to know 
how a person was to distinguish between the thoughts and acts of 
himself, for which he would be responsible, and those suggested by 
spirits.

The remarks wore becoming personal, when the meeting iuter-
I rered, and claimed a quiet hearing for the medium, who o intimud to 
' remark that some persons might wonder why women and girls were so 
] often chosen as mediums. The reason was simply because the spirits 
j found amongst the ladies purer systems ; they did not take alcohol, or.
| if they did. not to excess as the males g-nerally did, nor tobacco ; and 
j the spirits found that these things were injurious to the mediums, and 

hindered control of them. In  a very emphatic tone the medium said: 
“ This is why I  left the male to control the fern lie, and I do not shatue 
to acknowledge it. And. again, I must say I  do not like the fumes of 
tobacco. There are spirits who do like it; there are spirits who will 
have it if it is possible for them to get it, and they enjoy' it as much as 
you do; thus you draw around you kindred spirits.' The medium 
concluded with a denunciation of the bad influence surrounding the 
ale-house filled with drinkers and smokers, and an exhortation to forsake 
low tastes with tneir evil spiritual surroundings.

The wife of the President had also come under control so far as to 
write the following message from “ John Watt.” the controlling spirit 
at Mr. Everitt's circles: “ My dear Friend,—Tliis spiritual Convention 
has already been held in our world. Your subjects have ail been 
chosen as the best we thought that could be selected. Aon do nor. know 
what power we hold on the minds of people susceptible to our influence. 
—J. W a t t . "

At the afternoon sitting the subject of the best conditions for 
mediumship was resumed. Mr. Meredith, in the course ol some 
remarks on the subject, referred to the benefits of mesmeric influence, 
and advised those who mesmerised to use both hands, unless they 
wished to exert either a negative or positive influence separately.

The President said tiie question of normal and abnormal states was 
a difficult one. The discussion bad elicited some valuable hints 
respecting the best arrangement of circles. While retaining their
individual action and right of thought, they ought to deal with spirits 
very much as if they wore visible. Spirits had greater knowledge 
than mortals, but they often experienced a difficulty in making com 
munications.

Mr. Faucitt, of Bishop Auckland, stated that he had seen instances 
in which alcohol and tobacco had operated adversely upon mediums, 
In one case a spirit said to a medium. " You will never receive any 
communication until you have put aside drink and tobacco.’ The 
medium abstained, and the result was satisfactory. Circles could not 
expect good results unless they obeyed the orders of their superiors.

D u a l it y  o f  M e d iu m s  a n d  T e s t s .
Mr. Burns remarked that they might consider the subjects of duality 

and tests for distinguishing genuine mediuniship in connection with 
the, concluding topics on the programme, namely, the best method -f 
developing mediums, and the utility of private circles. A friend of his 
in London bad sent, him some of his experiences, which would probably 
be interesting to the Conference. Philosophers could not. tell us how 
thought was produced, and until we knew that it would be impossible 
to answer the Secretary’s question, or decide the exact, relationship of 
man’s thoughts to the unseen world. Perhaps the greatest Spiritualist 
of modern times was Swedenborg, and bis experience was that every 
thought and sentiment of the human mind had a relationship to the 
spirit-world. In his own experience thoughts had many times been 
seen by those who were clairvoyants lo be put into liis mind, when 
he knew not but. that- they originated with himself. This influence and 
control of thought, by spirit-powers was a universal law of mind. It 
was therefore a mistake to suppose that Spiritualism was something
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opposed to or apart from Urn ordinary work in gs of n a tu re ; I In1 lari, 
bring 1 1 ml. it wan just <*no jo in t in llir spiritual thought nntoliine. 
Mr, Huron iiiuiitiomd with approval a little work, “ On M -diunm and 
Meduimaliip, " by Hazard, of A m rrirn, the perusal oI wliirli m ight 
nave a good deal of discussion; In  uIho moiilioiiod that tral.s and rules 
for spirit-oiroles Imd recently been printed in tlio Mkdmm. Ah to the 
be-1, inelhod oi developing mediums and the utility "I private oirob s, ho 
instaneed the example ol the Marylehone Association ol inquirers into 
Spiritualism. I hi,- Association began a year ago with six momlit r.-, and 
now il liumheivd seventy. During that lim etlic Association had been in  
strum ental in establishing fourteen weekly circle-, eight of which were in 
close as.-oei at ion with the society. I'hus, without the expense ol renting 
rooms, Ae„ they had earned on I he work of fourteen a.-sooiuled societies, 
which developed mediums and recorded the I acts ol spirit-intercourse. 
The public were admitted to some of the eiroles, lie  was of opinion 
that all well-eondueted circles and all work for the promotion of 
Spiritualism should he subject, to direction from the spirit-w orld. 
In all successful circles, such as those of the ir President and Mr. I'nu- 
citt, the spirits not only placed the sitters, hut indicated who were to 
be invited, lie  thought it a great blunder to make Spiritualism  too
cheap__to “ throw pearls before swine" by bringing unlit, people to
circles. Mr. Hum s mentioned other taels lo show I he extent of sp ir i 
tual investigation, trance speaking, clairvoyance, healing, Ac., in 
London. \t the request of the Marylehone Association Mr, Burns 
placed copies of their rules on the table for circulation. The St. Jo h n ’s 
Association, Glerkemvell, of which he was a member, had for a num ber 
of years held fiv< meetings for the instruction of the public by lectures, 
seances. Ac

The P resident related an incident to show how much easier sp irit- 
oommunieation was to some persons during  sleep than in the waking 
state. In confirmation of wlmt had been stated respecting the control 
and supervision of spirits, he mentioned that Mrs. E veritt, on one occa 
sion, revealed the names of those who afterwards at (ended a meeting, 
and al-o i n d i c a t e d  the business transacted. The spirits inform ed her 
that tlu> meeting had already been held in their world. The President 
also illustrated the question of the duality of mediums by a rem arkable 
narrative. The incident happened during the visit of M rs. I la rd inge  to 
bis house. This lady perceived a dark sp irit and gavo tests of his 
identity. I t  was afterwards proved that this was the “ doub le” of a 
friend of the President’s, who was then a thousand miles a t sea on his 
wav to Australia. A nother case of duality was mentioned which 
happened at the house of M r. Burns, and the particulars of which have 
been published in H um an Nature.

The Secretary thought they had better keep to principles.
Mr. B u rn s: Who knows anything about principles ?
The President, Vice-President, M r. M eredith, and others, though t 

that the incidents related bore strictly upon the questions before them. 
The latter gentleman told of the appearance, in two places a t the same 
time, of Mr. Egerton, whose sp irit had unquestionably left la is body and 
appeared to persons at a distance.

The Secretary understood that duality  was the power of being in two 
places at one time.

Mr. Burns explained tbe difference between a m an’s n a tu ra l body 
being in two places a t one time, which was an impossibility, and  the  
spirit leaving the body for a time. There were various theories to 
account for the appearance of duality. A. J .  Davis suggested th a t the 
spirit did not leave the body of anyone till death. A nother supposition 
was that the consciousness of the medium became exalted, on which 
spirits made images or impressions. Others believed th a t in  certain 
spiritual conditions distance was nothing, and th a t in such states objects 
could be seen the other side of the world as easily as if they were upon 
that table. Air. Ramsay was one of the greatest mediums in the room, 
and he wanted a solution of the profound problems with which his 
spirit-friends was impressing him to grapple. (Laughter.)

The President said tbe general opinion was that man had a natural 
body and a spiritual body, ar.d that the spiritual body was the real man. 
W hile the natural body was in the natural world the sp iritual body 
would be in the spiritual world. Persons in tho spiritual state could 
therefore recognise these spiritual bodies, and this was done constantly : 
it was a fact that no Spiritualist ought to dispute for a moment.

Air. Brown corroborated the fact.
The Secretary asked how a man’s spirit could have left his body when 

he was still seen to be a t work—known in Scotland as a “ w raith.”
Mr. Morse thought the Conference would act wisely in not fu rther 

discussing an accredited fact, but proceed to the other business on the 
card.

M e b iu m s i i ip .
Air. Chapman read a paper on the subject of mediumship, which he 

regarded as a gift of God and not an acquisition. Time was usually 
required for development, though instances were known of mediums 
being developed in an hour after entering the spirit-circle, w ithout any 
labour on their part, and sometimes against their will. Even in those 
owes the latent power existed in the medium. The source of this 
power ua- unseen, and ho believed it came entirely from tho spirit- 
world. As a divine gift it ought to be thankfully received and 
cultivated. Mr. Chap nan highly eulogised tho trance addresses 
delivered by Mr. Morso, Airs. Butterfield, Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Jack- 
son. The best things published concerning Spiritualism  had been given 
in the trance state.

Mr. M ii’su acknowledged the kindness of the Liverpool Psychological 
Society, and avowed his indifference to tho adverse comments of ono of 
the newspapers in tha t town. l ie  had at homo u buck lull of very 
friendly newspaper criticisms.

The Secretary asked if any tests could be applied to distinguish 
genuine mediumship. No tests had been attem pted by their society.

Air. Chapman thought a sufficient test was witnessed every Sunday in 
the sterling nature of the addresses of the mediums.

The Vice-President protested against tho Secretary occupying tho 
time of the Conference with trivial questions and personalities.

The President expressed a hope that the. time was coming when 
mediumship would be as natural as the partaking of food.

Mr. Monck said thnro were people who were capable of im itating the 
riw iom ena of mediumship, and thereby brought discredit upon it. 
When he was in a trance the question was asked how genuine medium-

ship could bo distinguished from counterfeit, and two Dm 
first, the  eyes of tho genuine medium, when the ny(.|l(J  W‘)r,l[iu 
appeared to he draw n hack into tho head ; another test vy| W':r,; r. ' 
a  pleasant one, was to stick a needle into the medium, aiuLi-1- ***’ 
lie would not feel it. A friend stuck a  needle into h i,,,. ' 1,11%' 
( “ Shame.") Oh. no ; lie was willing to Buffer if thereby h i 'K  
to redecni Spiritualism  from the odium  under which it had 
Kor I lie sake of the divine tru th , which was calculated to ro-/ 
heart of society, m edium s ought to  be willing to make at 
Mr. Monck gave an instance of duality  in his own exiisric,),., v'r‘h ' 
could he well vouched for. JIe then read u paper which n „ • 
mony of M r. Young, was w ritten  in trance by Mr. Mm,,.]. 
m inutes l.lio previous evening. Tho w riting was in pencil i.,' , ' 
dIoho, the w riting sm all and not very legible, and il |j||,.,j tj ‘"s 
letter paper, and ano ther and sm aller piece. Mr. Young if.,:|v  j V 
hi- friend was m enially incapable in his normal stale of |nv jllr. , , 
a line com position. In forty m inutes a lte r the blank pq/cr w e/  • 
to M r. Alonck ho was in H ope H all, a mile distant. Mr. Mot,-' ' 
lie had no recollection of walking to the II ill, and it was certa■, - ’ 
lie did not ride ; the inference was th a t he had bei-n instant;,,,,, ' 
conveyed by the sp irits  when entranced. M r. Monck said he had U"• 
been impressed to preach from a pa rticu la r text., which cami: io, 
mind when the last verso was being sung before the :--rnion, tb, ,, ’ 
had prepared a  discourse. A t such times he seemed to listen torn ,' ; 
and enjoyed bis own discourse, as though lie were one of the c o r ' 
gat ion. W hen he sat down to w rite this paper an entliusias’ic f,,’„ 
o r afflatus influenced him, and his hand was rapidly and p,,. ( 
fully controlled. T he b it of pencil was very short which 
Young had lent him  w ith tho  paper. H e did  not know what Ir , ’ 
going to w rite, bu t as the  words were completed he got 
definite idea of th e ir im port, and thought the paper verv 
W hether it was o r not, they m ust no t hold him responsible.

Air. B urns thought, from w hat be knew of Air. Monck, that tbe pv, . 
was highly characteristic of him. l i e  did not think it possible to j; 
through mediums, com positions th a t were no t characteristic of t 
This was tru e  even in the case of communications in foreign langu-,-. 
of which the m edium  was ignorant, for the sentiment conveyed wA, 
the style of the m edium .

M r. Monck likened the process to th a t of moulding metal. R  
medium  was a m ould, bu t the m etal poured into him might be silver 
gold. The m atter conveyed m ight be foreign to their ideas and 
ment3, and was sometimes much superior to them.

M r. H enry P itm an, on being questioned, said he thought that 
quickest penm an would take a t least an  hour in writing the paper.

W o p rin t tho essay, in o rder th a t our readers may estimate its Hr; 
and style of composition. [A  copy of it was promi-.ed by Air. Mo:.;;, 
but it has not come to hand.]

P r o po s e d  Ne w  H y mn  B o o k .
Air. Chapm an suggested the desirability  of publishing a largerhjs: 

book for use a t th e ir services. They had a beautiful hymn book,h:' 
was no t large enough. W ould  it  be wise to request the Committee•> 
consider the m atte r?

M r. C lark thought it  would be injudicious for the Conference to at? 
any action. I t  was a  question of dem and and supply. There t o? 
several larger hym n books, E nglish  and American, but the onecompihi 
and published by Air. B urns was as good as could be bad for the mon-v,

D r. Sexton said he had w ritten  several dozens of spiritual hymne. 
which were a t the service of the Committee.

The question of publishing a special report of the Conference w 
next referred to by Air. Chapm an. I t  was admitted that previos; 
reports had been of service, but some of them  had proved a heavy tu 
upon Air. Burns, who had not been paid for printing them. The Con 
ference agreed to leave the m atter in  the hands of the Committee 
whose course of action would be influenced by the contributions they 
received. The general feeling seemed to be tha t the report in the Meditv 
would be sufficient for the p re se n t; and that, if a separate publication 
should be resolved upon, the AIe d iu m type might be used, and a- 
tended, if  necessary.

N e x t  P l a c e  o p M e e t in g .
Air. Clark proposed th a t the Conference should be held in London 

next year, and the Committee were requested to make the necessary 
arrangem ents. M r. Morse seconded the motion, and it was adopted 
unanimously. I t  was understood th a t tho P residen t would acta* 
convener of the Committee.

H earty  thanks were passed to the President, the Committee, and tin 
strangers for th e ir presence, a fter which the Conference was closed.

D R. SEX TO N  AT PIM LICO .
On M onday evening the rooms of the Pim lico Association, 47, Chad- 

wood Street, were crowded to hear D r. Sexton's lecture on the “Philo 
sophy of Spiritualism .” M r. J .  B urns occupied th e  chair, and expressed 
liis pleasure a t the occasion which had called them together. For years to 
had endeavoured to being the friends of Spiritualism  in Pimlico together, 
and it showed their earnestness when they determined on forming* 
society in a private house, a public hall not being available.

D r. Sexton's lecture was a very forcible and cogent argument on 
behalf of the theory th a t sp irits are concerned with the phenomena ol 
Spiritualism , during which he rebutted the various arguments and 
theories advanced by opponents. The audience was one indicatin' 
influence and intelligence, and the remarks of the speaker were 
listened to with patient attention, broken only bv frequent applause.

At the close a cordial vote of thanks was proposed to J)r. Sexton, ter 
his gratuitous services on behalf of the association. I t  also transpire* 
tha t the p roprietor of the house in which the meetings are held couW 
not let his rooms because the house was used for I lie purpose*’1 
Spiritualism  ; and an appeal was made tha t Spiritualists should niA 
an effort to  find tenants who were in sympathy with tbe cause. 
lectures are to bo continued on alternate Monday evenings.

Sen d  a penny for a specimen packet of “ Seed Corn,” a soi ice ot tr*1 
on Spiritualism .
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■nit: D A I L Y  I 't 'I .F .a 1 \A V ll ON
'Special Reporter’’ of the above

" Sl'IKT T-FOKMS.” 
paper, who is wo 11 known

hendon Spiritualists of iho Upper Ton Thousand, has n h n j  
, / o" “ Spirit-Forms" in the issue of Tuesday tho lffth instant.yiu'

^ l.;,l0a,-s to his former article in tho some paper on “ Spirit-h'noos ' 
\.,.h  tho loodiuinship of Miss Cook, and complains that tho 

‘ into Spiritualism, “ whoso name ho found to ho Legion,"
-d him to doath for introduotions to 

olaimod him as their own.
the seance. Tho Sjiiri-♦off"' .-lists, ho say

Though 1 fancied my paper was only a calm judicial slatomont of 
.. .< seen, and I carefully avoided saying whether 1 was oonvinood or 

, 1  found myself nolens rolais enrolled among the initialed, and 
voted to devote about five evenings out of tho seven to sonnets. V 

‘I'U and do go still, to a groat many; so that 1 feel preltv well 
" . lSl up in the • Latest Intelligence’ of tho spiritual world. Hut tho 
^ e l "  all is that, my own familiar friends in whom 1 trusted have 

lifn'd up their heels against mo I moan metaphorically of course.
!\\hat's the last now thing in spirits?’ they ask mo out loud m 
y.-nb-ises or railway carriages, causing my fellow-travellers to look at 
'w(, ja doubt as to w hether I am a licensed victualler or a necromancer, 
’[j ‘bigots feign belief till they believe,’ I  really begin to have some 
i.nibts mvself as to the state of my convictions."

He describes some particulars of other seances with Miss Cook, and 
etserves:—

•>Tbe great fact 1 notice about Spiritualism is, that. it. is obeying the 
xwilt impetus of all great movements, and steadily going from east to 

From ILioknev and Highbury it gravitates towards Belgraviawe#:. From Hackney and Highbury it gravitat 
jnvl rvburnia. 1 left the wilds of llackney behind, and neared Hyde ! 
IVk for my next Form. I  must again conceal names and localities;
1 have no desire to advertise mediums, or right to  betray persons who 
have shown me hospitality—and Spirit-Forms."

Hij visit westward was evidently to Mrs. Fitzgerald's, as we can 
identify his accounts from what appeared in our own columns. The 
ioc.'.s at Mrs. Campbell's arc then visited and thus described :
■1 was invited a few weeks ago to a very select seance indeed, where 

the same medium was to officiate. This family, who spared no expense 
m their investigations, had actually got a large handsome cabinet 
standing in their dining-room as a recognised piece of furniture. It. 
w*sonlv used, however, on this occasion for the imprisonment of the 
medium. The evolutions of ‘John  King,’ who soon appeared, all 
;v'’s place outside the cabinet door. l ie  was only ‘ materialised to the 
middle: and, to our utter amazement, came up to tho table, and 
jnw ntly : \n  the table, into the very m iddle of the circle, whore 
he'd:sivr:-.\l himself in various ways, keeping up an animated conversa 
tion the whole time, and frequently throwing himself into the attitude 
of a person swimming on his back. He also went upwards ns high ns 
the gaselier, and altogether did a good many marvellous things, con 
sidering that all this time he presented the appearance of only half a 
nan illuminated by his own light.

‘‘On cue occasion onlv have I been seated next to the medium during 
the manifestation of any of these forms. At this seance I held him 
irmly by one hand, and a slightly sceptical lady had the other. We 
“ever hr go for a moment, but during the whole of the sitting, while 
'John King," ‘ Katey,' and ‘Peter" were talking, tiny children’s hands 
were playing with my arm, hands, and hair. There were, of course, no 
children in the room. ‘ Peter.’ the lugubrious, is great at light porterage.
I have known him bring a large collection of valuable Sevres china, 
xrd a timepiece with iis glass case, from the chimney-piece to the table 
—no easy task in the light, much less in blank darkness. He also 
:req-:er.t:v takes down the pictures from the walls and puts them on the 
'•Trie. ‘ Katey’ winds up a large musical box. and wafts it, while plav- 
-g, all o t 'r  the room. Of course, we rub our eyes and ask what on 
earth, it’ it be on earth, does this m ean? I  have not—to keep up the 
't o: on of my subject—the ales:  of an idea. I f  it’s conjuring, whv 
uc-nt the mediums say so. and enter the field openly against Messrs. 
Mx-ke'ivne atid Cooke and D r. Lynn ? Even if I  bad a decided opinion 

it I should refrain from propounding it here, because, in the 
plr.e\ it would be an impertinence, and, in the second, no con- 

•a.s..>n can be arrived at upon testimony alone. People must see for 
‘—'.r.stlves and draw their own inferences. In  the meantime the thing, 

vor it is. grows and grows upwards. A year ago I  had to journey 
j0*" east to :ind it. Now I must array myself gorgeously like a 
Staffordshire miner, and seek the salons of the W est. The 
ttfs ciervium. it still appears to  me. is that some man with a

mony, however, was good and very perfect, and it was not e . a ’ 1 t 1,1 
the atmosphere was cooler and much more endurable while sitting in 
the circle than when moving about afterwards and between the sittings. 
The phenomena at the table seance were of the usual sort : out. to save 
the power, “ John K ing” intimated that the circle had Ix-tlor break up 
for the cabinet, seance. Hefore doing so, F. K. S., who was again present, 
asked if “ John King" would place hi- light in his band. T in -sp irit 
promised to do s o  at some convenient time, but seemed to look upon the 
feat as a very difficult one, nod one which it might tic some time lx-foro 
he was able to aceomplish.

On forming the cabinet seance, F. R. S. sat near to the door of the 
cabinet from which the spirit proceeds. Alter a little .'tub- the light 
appeared, and " J o h n  King" came to the door and placed his lamp in 
the hand of F. R. S., who said that it seemed to be about, five inches 
long, lour broad, and one inch thick. It was a solid si.hstai ■ •<■. wrappid 
up in some textile fabric like a pocket handkerchief. ” J"h u  K ing’’ 
then struck the table with it. when it produced a thud rather than a 

| rap. The table-cloth was then removed, but the sound was me much 
I sharper, wliioh indicated that the luminous substance instead of being 

hard like crystal was more of the consistency of stiff putty or india- 
rubber. “ John King" also struck the door of the cabinet with it. and, 
as far as the power would admit, gave every facility for the sitters l>e- 
ooming acquainted with the nature of his wonderful light. On a future 

I occasion he hopes to give more attention to these experiments.
Mr. W illiams’s behaviour has been admirable throughout, placing 

himself unreservedly at the disposal of tie* sitters The - p b  ,ve 
I also laboured most assiduously, and are regarded by tin -e who have 
i made their acquaintance a> very dear friends, w hose skill, go d: o s , and 
1 unselfishness are undeniably superhuman.

general.

rear 
name in

science should examine the matter, honestly resolving 'o  endorse 
:*cti if true, but to expos ' them mercilessly if there be a  loophole for 
®*P*eon. Omne ujnoium pro magnifieo habetur. I  used to  think 
m-cs b g things, but that was before I  knew them. I  should think no 
r-;- c  mest rig a ghost now than a donkey on a dark night, and would 
:n£r ;.iv «,v,ner tackle a spirit than a burglar. People's curiosity is 
r°u-ied. and the sooner somebody gets a t the tru th  the better. It is a 
^aiewimt irksome task, it is true ; but no general principle can be 
'Tire,; a; except by an induction of particulars. Let us be Baconian. 
eTfa to our ghosts. I f  they are ghosts, they are a good deal more sub- 
‘•*r" al than I had thought. If  they are not, let somebody, in the name 
°* stneteenth-century science, send them off as with the crow of ohanti- 

and let us hear no more of Spirit-Faces or Spirit-Form s,"
Hank you. D aily Teharaph, and your “ Special Reporter." This :s 

f t i i n g  like telling the tru th  without compromising anyone. We 
“ ? ' ■: > example of faithful journalism  will not be lost upon the great 
•*aiilj of newspapers.

A D IST IN G U ISH E D  AMERICAN VISITOR.
M r. J . B u rn s.—Dear Sir. Yesterday I gave to tin- K-v. Sa me l  

Watson, of Tennessee, letters of introduction to you and o t h e r s  ,,t' c ..r 
friends in London, lie  .-ails for England to-morrow, and 1 feel tb it  I 
ought not to he content with the formal words of an introduction, but 
that 1 ought to inform you, and through you our friends in 
the particular claims he has to our regard and coiifivlence.

W hen, some twenty years ago, Spiritualism was spreading with great 
rapidity in Our N orthern states, its progress at th-* South was Terv slow, 
owing, as I supposed, to the state of society which slavery hud engen 
dered, and which caused the people to fear the loss of caste r  tu-v  
should show any inclination towards a cause w’ai.-b, then at*.- a c t e d  so 
much ridicule and denunciation. I  communed with the spit ;- on the 
subject to see i ' no remedy could be found for tins suite of t Hi * g* in the 
slave slates, and 1 received an assurance iliat when the in,'.'-Miffing 
contest was over, ami slavery was abolished, the progress of oar cease 
v uld be more rapid in that section of our country. Since the termina 
tion of the contest in lStV> I have watched with intense it :-rest for 
the fulfilment of this prophecy. I  have, to be sure, seen that during the 
last five or six years the progress has been more rapid at the South than 
it  was before and during the war; bu t I  saw little or no sign that 
rapidity which had characterised the movement with us at the earlier 
period. At length, however, the tim e has come, and mainly through 
tLie instrumentality of this D r. W atson. He is a man of education re d 
position in society, and independent in liis circumstances. He is a 
minister in the Methodist Church, which is by far the most numerous 
sect of Christians in that p ir t of the country, and for over thirtv Years 
he had given his services gratuitously to his church. He lias s -rved as 
a preacher and as editor of their religious paper, and acquired a 
decidedly high standing, not only in h :s religious denonrnatioii. hut in 
society at large.

For some fifteen or eighteen years past his attention has been drawn 
to the subject of spiritual intercourse, and in company with some of the 
first men in his vicinity he has investigated the subject, and . s been 
outspoken in his convictions of its reality. At length be m . ■ v> i s
mind that more was due from him than merely the exp ■ . of an
opinion. Accordingly, about a year ago he came on from M mules in 
Tennessee to this city to publ’sh a book upon the suhj,c:. 11cc ’-.salted 
me about it, and delighted me with his honest, frank, at.d mar.'.y ff p e rt 
inent in the matter. About the 1st of July of last year his b k came 
out. You have seen it noticed under the name of “ The Cl ,k  J*truck 
One." It immediately made a stir in his church, and after a s ries of 
transactions, which he can relate to you better than I can. tiie eon- 
troversv resulted in severing the connection between him  ai d his old 
associations. In  the meantime the controversy awakened very general 
attention to the subject. Three editions of h :s book nave already been 
disposed of, and more are constantly called for. He has published 
another work—a small pamphlet called “ The Clock Struck l’w . and 
his correspondence has come in great quantity from all parts o‘‘ the 
Union : anil at the South has at length, and through his ins: .-urnvitality, 
come that lively interest in our cause which was promised us sonic 
fifteen years ago.

1 have watched his whole progress s'nee wo first became

stood up for what he believed to be the tru th , but I  have o' 
unfeigned delight the good sense which la s  kept him  a- 
fanaticism, and the sagacity which has enabled him t.« com. 
contest trium phantly. And now. a ter a year’s troublesome 
ho seeks rest for a white at a d is tu n e . l ie  leaves ni 
admirable condition, and 1 trust lie « d id  aim rig >.

r eh.s

MRS. CAM PBELL’S SEANCES CONCLUDED.
The series of seances to which we have so frequently alluded was

j ....?k: to a close on Friday evening last. Mrs. Campbell intends to
r̂ itaie them after she returns to town. In  every respect the series has 
jfiwn great satisfaction, not onlv to those who were present at them all. 
^  to casual visitors. This result must bo attributed to the fact that 

ittriiilai.e.* w as-trietly select and few changes made. The smaller 
* number of sitters the better were the conditions.
Dn the last occasion the conditions wore anything but favourable, 

leather was ch s< aril the atmosphere heavy. Several of the sitters 
*a<‘ the medium suffered from exhaustion caused bv the heat. The liar-

Ergland that kind regard and attention which he 
our hands.

I do not write this for publication, though you may do 
in that respect, but 1 do write it in the hope that you w.'. 
the facts I mention to our friends generally; and I re: 
truly y o u  re, ’ j  \y

AY a- Y ork , Ju n e  riff. 1ST:?.
[Dr. W atson called on us on his arrival in England, 

a continental tour, and > expected in London on Angus' 
Tuesday evening next, when a social gathering w.U be hel. 
tual Institution to meet Dr. W atson and acooVd him boa 
as suggested by Judge Edmonds. W e hope he mav al 
picnic on the follow.ng uav. En. M.
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INFORM ATION FOIt INVESTIGATORS.
K l  1 ' r o  1 °  i : v i  i> a t  i h k  H i - i u n - C i m  i. i;. l>v K m m . i
O a  TH1 n C lR I T - C l B C l . l C  A ( t l )  THIS l iAW U OF M k DIU.MSHIP.

1 o i r d i n ^ t * .  M .
Till, c .1 I* liF Till- s  I • 11: 1 I v* AMI T]| |.; I \  Fl.|! I .NTH OF TIC1.: 

t i ’ w . i .n m . \  L o o ’. i i r o  l>y K i n n i a  t l a r d m j j e .  I d .
<»»■* T i n  l>»: \ i » .' An* A d d  - -  . l o i n o r o d  i n  I ! . T r a i l e r ,  

r u ; :  P i n  \ o m i  \ . v  o k  D i  v m .  |}y  J .  .1. M o r s e .  I d .
B i m k i t i  i - \ x  \  11 • it M e t h o d  o p  H u m  a h  P r o g r i  
Tn (. isp i. lno  8pi : 11 llism  : Showing how both rout < 

t iv u i .  I>\’ .i CU t . \ a i  m  o f  tin* C l i u r v l i  o f  t e n ^ ! a n d .  M .
T h k o d o k i

ITardingo. Id.
A Lecture by Ltnnm

If I. LI G ION O F S j'llU -

by J. J. Morse. Id .
By J. «T. Morse. Id. 

ii i 11<- Mil11* louuda 
2s p*r 100,

A  R  T II U R M A L T J5 y 

T A I L O R  A N D  h a b i t
8, HANOVER PLACE, PARK ROAD, 

Established 1811:5.
O r d e r s  e x e c u te d  o n  t l io  s h o r t e s t  noti<

■****

KKl : i n  S c i i m t  L m  . A  N a r r a t i v e  u f  P e i - s i m a l  E *  | i e r i e n n e  (( iv i-n
g u a r a n te e d .

Work
i.IBKKAL. I l lS C O l  -NT T O R  CASH l n «lSllip

i i »>!»nat  i i i n u l l v . D r .  i l l i s . 1.1. T h i s l i t t l e w o r k  t f i v r s  a g o o d  v i e w  o f  |
H l<- i n  t lu -  s p i r i t -w o r M .

W h .v r i s  l> i .  \  i n  ; n \ f i i ' l u  * l M m - ' l i d s .  I d . .  ,  . ,  , 1
T m P h i l o s o p h y OP D e a t h . ( i  i a  f l a i r - k’o.y u 111 d e s o r i p t i o n  <»l d e a t h - b e d  •

v n o s  an<( iin* cMl ; • i 11 i o n  o f  tlu* •I* I ' . e - t f l  - | , i i n i . b y J .  D a v i s . 2 d .
M . m I M S  ANI> M l 1>I 1 MSHM*. 1 >\ 1’l i n i n a s  J l a / 111 • I , is a n e x e e l l e n t y i i i d e  t«> t h e

d e v f l o i > i : p  ii IIJ*I ll-tp o f  IIIC** l i u m s  IV i tco LM.
I s  SCI[R IT U A L ISM  i i 1. > \ 'o R K  OK 1) i : \ l u V 3  ? A r o p l y t o a  S e v m o n b^* t h e  R e v .

J . J«' lK*s.  I-»\ i. 'rj; (Ml I, b v  T .  H i v v i o r .  2 d .
C l lN -■>T .M N ( i  i i : . \ r i ; •. I iv  T .  I l r c v i i » .  3 4 .
A  s e i s  r m c  \  t w () K M o P k u n  S i *I Ki l l '  M . IS 'I . by  T. G  r a n t .  t i d .
W h  : S p i i i n r A i . i s M h a s  T v u i n i  i . 1>V W i l l i a m 1 l o w i i tt . I d .
M ■ E N P .  RI I VCi'S 0 S lM K IT l 'A l . lS M . B y  M r s . l b  T r y . 2 d . !
I lK A V : \  O p k n k d ; Ol .. \ I  i- :ssAii»:s TO T I I E  l i t .UK A VI<o FK O M  T i l K i n  L i t t l e  1

WH ER E A R E
PLAINED.

TH E D EA D ?
or> SPHUTU a l l s m

L.

O m :s  i n  G l o r y . Through the Mediumship of F. J. T. Parts I. uml IX., 
tid. each ; in cloth. V*d. e.i h.

H u m a n  I m m o k i ' a i . i i  y  r n o v in  ifr  Evers. V two nigliis’ Debate on ** Modern 
Spiritualism," b.-l.veivi C. Br.elluugh, Secularist, and J. Burns, Spiritualist. 
Price tid.

W h a t  u  R i . i U i i e N ?  A  T r a c t  f o r  the T i m e s .  B y  T h o m a s  B r e v i e r .  Author o f  
'* T h e  T w o  W o r l d s . "  A c .  C l o t h ,  I s . ; p a p e r ,  t i d .

R i s k  a x n  P k o <;h : >s  o r  S c i i u t u .u . i s m  i n  K s i i u s d . B y  B e n j a m i n  C o l e m a n .  I s .  
SfntiiT ’ar. T ru  : ■>. By Judge Edmonds. tid.
H u m a n  I.m.moi; i ai i t y ' :  Viewed in conuection with Modern Spiritualism, and 

Kindred Topics. By William Smitten, tid.

( . 'o n ta in in g  w e ll  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  a n d  s e le c te d  rep o rt , n 
p h a  • *s o f  m o d e r n  s p i r i t  p h e n o m e n a ,  f ro m  ta b le -m - ,(p '1, ,  
m a t c r i a l i - a t i o n  o f t h e  f a c e s  a n d  fo rm -  o f  th e  
g r a p h in g  o f  s p i r i t - ;  p r o v in g  b y  u n d e n ia b l e  i'aei th a t t r,.

D E A D  A R E  S T I L L  A L IV E ,

a n d  c a n  c o m m u n ic a te  w i t h  u s ;  a n d  t h a t  S p ir i tu a lism  i- -rur-;-. 
S c r i p tu r e ,  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  s c ie n c e  a n d  c  iin in  ai- i i,-.. ■ . 
m e n s  o f  i n te n s e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o m m u n ic a tio n *  re ce iv e d  t aV , 
t h e  f u t u r e  l ife , a n d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  d e p a r te d .  A le , < *.'
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a d v ic e  t o  in v e .- liy a t ,r . Is/, ./ , 
a d d r e s s e s  o f  m e d iu m s ,  a n d  a l l  u s e f u l  in fo rm a t io n .  Ijy  i-’u m .

Price 3s.; or, post-free 39 stamps, from A. I r e l a n d  & Co., puV - 
Manchester, who will forward copies of the table of content- on"--'" 
cation. v

London: Sold by J. Bu r n s , 15, Southampton Row

SPIRITUALISTS’ FETE AND PICNIC,
P E O P L E ’S G A R  O E M S ,

OLD OAK COMMON, CLOSE TO W IL L E S D E N  JUNCTION,
O n  W e d n e s d a y , A u g u s t  2 0 th , 1873.

TIIE  Gardens w ill be open at Ten o’clock in the morning-, when  
facilities w ill be provided for all sorts of

RURAL SPORTS AND GAMES,
Inc lud ing  Croquet, Cricket, Bowls, Archery, Swings, M erry-go-rounds, 
G ym nastic I'eats, Races, Donkey-rides, or any  pastim e th a t visitors 
m ay choose. Ample opportun ity  to form  social groups and walk and 
ta lk  in the grounds.

Early in the day the BAND will be in attendance, when the M onstre 
P la tfo rm —the largest in the  w orld—w ill be available for Dancing or 
Prom enade.

Lunch and  R efreshm ents will be served to M embers, and through 
them  to th e ir  friends, in  the B anqueting Hall.

At Three o’clock,
T H E  ROYAL OSBORNE HANDBELL RINGERS 

will give one of th e ir  inim itable E ntertainm ents, on about fifty sweetly- 
toned Bells.—-Music w ill form a continuous feature of the day.

As early  in the afternoon as m ay be necessary a first-rate TEA will be 
served, to  which the  adm ission ticket w ill en title  all visitors. Those 
w ho desire t.o tea a t a certain  hour should apply for tickets early  in the 
afternoon, th a t ail m ay be com fortably served, and  to prevent confusion 

At S ix o’clock, another Campanological E nterta inm ent will be given 
by the  Royal O.-borne Handbell Ringers.

At Seven o’clock, in the Large Marquee,
D R .  S E X T O N ,

Aided by  com petent assistants, will deliver his celebrated Oration 
exposing the pretensions of the  Conjurers. The M ysterious Cabinet, 
Magic Stock-, and  Box, w ith  o ther paraphernalia , will be shown in full 
operation and  explained.

The Evening will conclude w ith  a MUSICAL AND COMICAL 
ENTERTAINM ENT.

If  it is considered desirable there w ill be ample facilities for holding 
a form al M EETING in the  A fternoon, to m eet d istinguished foreign 
v isito rs who are expected to be present.

Tickets, adm itting  to the G rounds and all the E n terta in m en ts , includ 
ing  Tea, Is. 91. each ; Children, Is.—if purchased on or before Monday, 
A ugust 1 6 th : afterw ards the  price will be 2s. Reserved Seats a t 
D r. S ex ton’s Oration, Is. and (id.—Tickets m ay be obtained a t th e  follow 
ing; p laces, till M o n d a y , a fte r which only of the  Secretary a n d  a t  the 
S p iritua l In stitu tio n  :—
Mr. B u t t o n , 74, N avarino Road, D alston.
Mr. Co g m a n , 15, St. P e te r’s Road, Mile End.
Mr. W e b s t e r , 1, A bbott S treet, H igh S treet, Kingsland.
Mr. F a h m k k , 47, C harlw ood S treet, Belgrave Road, Pim lico.
Mr. Ma y x a u b , 103, Eisson Grove.
Mr. W h it l e y , 2, W ellington T errace, B aysw ater Road.
Mr. E l l io t t , People’s Gardens.
Mr. J . Ho c k .b r , 33, H enry S treet, St. Jo h n ’s Wood.
Mr. St e k i .k , 3-1, G reat S u tton  S treet, C lerkenw ell.
Mr. C h a r le s  W h ite , Secretary, 4, G ray S treet, M anchester S q .; and  the 
S p i r i t u a l  I n s t i tu t io n ,  15, Southam pton Row, llo lbo rn , W.C.

Passengers should book for W illesden Junction , which is near the  
G a rd en s  an d  easy of access from  all p a rts  of London and  the suburbs. 
A rran g em en ts have been m ade w ith  the N orth  London Railway Corn- 
pan j- to  convey passengers to  and  from W illesden Junction a t O n e  F a r e , 
from  the fo llow ing S tations :—

B road  S tree t and  Dalston Ju n c tio n ...........  (id.; children, 3d.
H ackney  ................................................................7 d .; „ 3£d.
Poplar, "Bow, an d  V ictoria P ark  ..................... 6 d .; „ 4d.

T ickets must, be ob ta ined  before the day  of the Picnic, a t the  places 
w here  th e  adm ission  tickets a ie  sold.

T he C om m ittee  ea rn estly  hope th a t London Spiritualists will make 
Wednt* day  a gem ra l ho liday , and  appear on tlio G rounds early.

CHARLES W HITE, Secretary.

1\/TR. CHARLES E. WILLIAMS, Medium, is at homed*
■l’A  to give Private Seances, from 12 to 5 p.m. Private 
attended at the houses of investigators. Public Seances at til, u-? 
Conduit Street, on Monday evenings, admission 2s. 61; Thu.-* 
evenings, 5s.; and Saturday evenings, for Spiritualists only,as.; 7, 
o’clock each evening. Address as above.

MISS H UDSON, N o r m a l , C l a i r v o y a n t , a n d  P k o pek t ;
M e d i u m , i s  a t home daily (Sundays excepted), between 12s-/- 

o’clock, to hold Private Seances. Terms, 5s. each visitor.—15. 
Russell Street, Bloomsbury (directly opposite the British Museum.

MRS. OLIVE, T r a n c e  M e d i u m  for Test Communicate 
from Spirit Relatives and F riends; also for the Cure of vat / 

Diseases by Spirit-Magnetism and Prescriptions.—19, Belmont 
Chalk Farm  Road, London, N.W.

M R S .  M A R S H A L L ,  P r o p h e t i c a l  a n d  C laievotiv- 
M e d iu m , RECEIVES a t her residence, 29, Shirland Road, A i. 

Hill, W.—Private Seances, 10s. and 5s. each.

P s y c h o p a t h i c  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  C u r e  o t i f e ,
254, M a r y l e b o n e  R o a d . JOSEPH ASHMAN, Principal.

MESMERISM AND CLAIRVOYANCE.

PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER (28 Years established
ATTENDS PATIENTS and gives his Consultation-. at his reala* 

daily, from Three till Five o’clock.—19, Fitzroy Street, Fitzroy Square.

M RS. M. A. WILSON, M ed iu m , Diagnoses and Prescribes 
forv Diseases under Spirit Influence. She has prescribed for tie 

medical profession w ith great success for many years. Cures ever s 
of Paralysis, Shrunk Limbs, Chronic Rheumatism, and Brain Affec. A 
on m oderate term s.—103, Caledonian Road, King’s Cross.

CURATIVE MESMERIST AND RUBBER.
R. W . G. SC O R EY Visits Patients, or gives Lessons fore 

Cure of Diseases. Terms 2s. (id. Mr. 8. may be seen by appoint 
m ent.—194, Cornwall Road, N etting Hill (near Old Station).
M1

MESMERISM.— A  LADY of refined mind, possessing gift'- 
power in the Cure of Disease, and highly recommended by 'i 

first Doctors, wishes for additional PATIENTS.—Address, Madam 0 
Gregory’s, bookseller, 23, Hill Rise, Richmond, Surrey.

TTNFURNISHED APARTMENTS in a respectable part s
U  London, West S.W. Two Drawing-rooms and Two Bedroom;." ' 

a K itchen if required. There being a feeling of enmity towards 
landlord, on account of his being favourably disposed towards Sp? 
tualism , he lias experienced much difficulty in letting the rooms, ft®-' 
w ith Kitchen, 18s. per w eek ; w ithout Kitchen, 15s. Other luvom*' 
dation if required.—Apply, G. F., Secretary, Office of the IIkdicm-

WAN TED , by a Spiritualist, a Situation as CLERK, or to $  
place of trust. A g e  2 7 . F o r  further particulars, address G.T-“" 

O ff ice  o f  t h e  M e d i u m .

R W O R T L E Y  (the well-known Medium), UNDERTAKE'11
• provides Special Funerals for Spiritualists in an y part of l. ’'u'7 

a t m oderate terms. Telegrams allowed for. 27, Victoria Dock

SENIER'S ASTHMA REMEDY NEVER FAILS-

SOLD wholesale by Newbery and Sons, 87, Newgate
London ; and Raimes, Blanshards, and Co., Leith Walk, EdinW  ̂

General Agent for G reat Britain, M. J. Sutherland, Burnley, Livucâ 1 f) 
who on receipt of 2s. 9d. will send a box prepaid. Solo pr°l’rl 
Alfred Senier, Pharm acist, Mazomanie, Wis., United States.

TM1E “ IN T E R N A T IO N A L  H E R A L D .”
advocating “ Liberty in Right—Equality in I*"'’, 

In terest.” “ Tlio most alarming sheet ever L-m'd. 
Weekly, One Penny.— London : Fa u iia ii, 282, Strand, "  -V

The People*!
Fromm'1
imo l'
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