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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT SPIRITUALISM.

Qur well-deserving Glasgow friends have experienced an un-

merited insult from a local daily called the Mail. A reporter was
sdmitted to three seances—one at Mr, Bowman's, one at the hall, and
s third with Mr. Duguid, the remarkable painting medium. The
reports published were not omly inaccurate, but tinctured by an
smmus unworthy of British journalism, but alas! too often a
feature of it. To set the reporter right, the true features of Mr.
Duguid's mediumship were forwarded to the editor, but he refused
the paper insertion in his columns. A stranger and a non-Spiri-
tualist then wrote the article given below, which met with a
similar fate. It appears, then, that the Mai! deliberately com-
mitted the mean act which has rendered it the object of well-
merited contempt from many in Glasgow who would not like to
be reported to their neighbours as Spiritnalists.
Mr. ]gouguid's mediumship is correctly known to hundreds of the
leading citizens of Glasgow by personal observation, and thousands
are acquainted with it from the reports of reliable witnesses. The
Mail has, then, committed a blunder which is palpable to many
besides the attendants at the hall in Trongate. Spiritualists
should not force their experiments upon men whose characters are
not experimentally known to them. A man who is neither honest
nor even a “gentleman,” as the phrase goes, cannot creditably
represent aught that requires the };ﬁghest moral and intellectual
endowments to appreciate aright. Like an image reflected in the
troubled waters, events and persons are scarcely recognisable to
those best acquainted with them when depicted by such lying
limners. The Mail should be ashamed to deserve such a down-
seiting from a Spiritualist editor. If “an honest man's the king
o' men,” what must be the interior self-estimate of crowds of
editors when Mrs, Grundy bids them do her dirty work ?

“A Few Nights with the Glasgow Spiritualists,” formed the subject
of two lengthy articles in the Daily Mail and Weskly Muail about three
weeks sgo. Fortunately, or unfortunately, my acquaintancs with the
Glasgow Spiritualists dates from the same evening ss your reporter
snnounces his began. My experience—though differing from bis— was
derived from the same meetings that he attended. With the ingenuous-
ness of youth, it may be, I had related to some friends what I saw,
beard, and experienced at those meetings. But the articles in the Mail,
thouzh agreeing with some of my statements, differed from many, and
made a burlesque of what I placed most stress upon, that I have been
ealled upon to reeoncile the two reports fo my friends. Perbaps you
will therefore allow me space to record a little of my experience with a
few of the Glasgow Spiritualists.

Before entering into details, I may say I am not a Spiritualist, but I
dissent entirely from the * spirit ” your reporter throws into his articles
on that subject. It is unwarranted and unnecessary, especially as it
seems to have fettered his thoughts and prevented him giving the details
be could have done, and which I maintain were necessary to make a
fuithful report of those meetings to the public. I pass over his deserip-
tion of the “spiritual rooms,” the *“symbolical painting,” “startling
diselosures,” “ chosen vessels,” and the metaphysico-psychological en-
eounter between the chairman, a ¢ Christian ™ stranger, and the Spiri-
tuslists, to his “ next experience” at a private seance, “ to which only

& few gtrangers were invited.” 4 .

Waiting the assembling of the “mediums,” “ounr host” displayed a large
eollection of drawings executed by people in trance. Your reporter admits
some of those were very remarkable, and adds, by way of confirming his
opinion, * smongst others was a sketch of a head, under which was
written, in & hurried manner, Michsel Angelo.” Now, the subject and the
circumstances connected with any one of those sketches are not only
very remarkable, but extremely interesting. If a party in trance can
skeioh the likeness of what he has never seen, and record incidents and
wyings hie has mever hcard, I agree with your reporter, it is ¢ very re-

The character of |

markable,” and deem it a subject worth more than a ing snesr or a
| contemptuous smile, Mediums are only mortals, anga::‘n 10 more con-
| trol spirits than “we strangers” can. More than that, they o
| know when spirits will control them, or, rather, when they will

medium whereby such wonderful phenomena are produced, T

sit in “ circles” for nights and receive no * manifestations”

another time the first sitting is rewarded with “manifestations ”
‘ less wonderful. Your reporter, 85 well as other ** strangers,” migl

do
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disappointed that no manifestation occurred to rewsrd their patiznes

| and gratify their curiosity, But I cannot say “ our host, an adyanced
| Spiritualist,” nor the “best mediums,” werz to blame for that, Far
less will I ridicule any of their sayings or doings, although, perbaps,
pot quite proper or satisfactory, to my way of thinking. For instance,
the blending together of sacred and secular musie, whieh your reporter
ever carefu%ly eeps in the foreground as a special mark of sinning
with the Spirituslists, is not admitied or cared for, or, I may say—t0
quote their own language—* not liked” by the spirits. I may =dd,
further, according to my note-book, this music part of the guestion was
not so deficient in selection or rendering as reported in the story, which
gives it out that the “ Old Hundredth,” “ Rocked in the Cradle of the
Deep,” “ John Brown's Body,” and * Mary Blane” were jumbled to-
gether in *solos, duets, and choruses,” for special spirit confusion or
enchantment. Your readers will better understand me, supposing I
~-ere to write a report of a first-class soirée in the Queen's Kooms or
City Hall by saying—* Blessing being asked, and tea baving been paz-
t-ken of, the audience joined in singing ¢ Old Hundred :" then followed
a negro breakdown; comic songs, stories, and one or two humorous
speeches enlivened the evening's preceedings until balf-past ten o'clock,
when the chairman, after pronouncing the benediction, said an intersal
of fifteen minutes would elapse to prepare for the assembly which was
to follow." It is after that fashion your reporter deseribes the seance
and meetings where “ singing in the dark bad not a cheerful effect.
Then again, about those perfumes—whether brought by *“Indians” or
“Orientals ” I know not, but meost certainly I bave experienced an
enjoyed the delicious fragrance, and, as a * stranger,” protest against
the banter which declares the * Orientals ” stingily reserved their stoek
of perfumes for their chosen * mediums.” Then, to conclude his first
paper, your reporter adds: “ We were hastily called to ses a stocl
running after a medium through the lobby, but-ere I got the length
the stool had guietly settled down in its place.” Now, I chanes to know
a lady who never was at a seance, but who in ber own home kas had a
chair follow her through the room withous eny Ancwn couse. I cannot
offer an explanation, I merely record the fact, and your reporter can
bave name and address given him, if be chooses, to veriiy what I sy,
and {o satisfly himself.

The next meeting was again in the “spiritual rooms,” when your
reporter heard a trance revelation by Mr, W——, the substaunce of
which he gives. That was over before I arrived at the hall, consequently
I can say nothing regarding it. I arrived in time to se2 the new
“circle” formed, however, but I cannot remember of hearing * Mary
Blane "—as one of the favourite melcdies—sung “to lure the spirits
into our midst.” My idea differs from your reporter’s, in so far as I
regard the singing at circles more for a subjective than an chjective
purpose, for they all tell you spirits are not lured nor entised, but coma
of their own accord.

Now Mr. W—— shows symptoms of france agamn, With closed eyes
and peculiar rigidity of muscle, he took the pencil and * scrawled a few
lines unevenly with great rapidity;” 5o “ unevenly,” in fact, sccording to
your reporter's story, the “celestial m e could not be decipbered.”
After a good deal of toil, according to him, and * with grest diliculty,
the medinm himself helping, the following was declared to be thesaying
of the oracle :TThis circle will get no more to-night. Change; want
another circle.” Here, again, I beg to refresh my friend’s memory,
What that message reads is this, © This eirele will get no more to-night,
80 you may change.” I do not depend ou my notes altogether, for I
have in my possession the original of that message or writing, which
1 got that evening ; and if your reporter likes to satisfy himeelf, I will
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further point out to him the word bad to deeipher, which, iomghh
own worg: he irreverently suggested was,  Grod bliss you." This circle
coneludes Like the rest—unsatisfactory to your reporter—and of course
he means it therefore as damaging to the cause of Spiritunlism.

We now come to a more interesting part of spiritualist_w p}'wnomm.
The hero was a “ humble meghanic,” now a *chosen medinm,” whereby
the epirits of two d painters reveal their art to us. This medium
has executed in trance some extremely fine paintings in oil, under the
guardianship and direction of his spirit-friends. It was to witness the

henomena of trance-sleep and trance-work that I also reecived an
invitation to visit the trance-painter in his bome. thn all had
nssembled in that “snug little parlour, high above the noises of the
street,” the attendance was not large. There were present one lady and
« seven gentlemen. A small round draught-board table stood in the centre
of the room, on which lay an album, four small volumes, and two boxes
containing paints, brushes, and other itema to be used by the medium,
In the corner of the room, between a window which faced the street
and the fireplace, stood the easel. The shutters having been closed and
the company seated around the room—a short space from the table—the
medinm took his seat near the easel, and silence reigned for a little,
It was expressly stated that we could not touch any of the materials he
used, nor himself when in the trance state, as that might cause bim pain
and otherwise spoil the proceedings. The medium sat in an posture ;
his right log crossad over his left, and his left hand laid loosely over his
right ; head slightly elevated ; and, with a deep-drawn sigh, he scemed
to prepare himself for entering the conditions of trance-mediumship.
The time was now 8,33 p.m. Gradual but very marked changes of expres-
sion were depicted on his eountenance until 8.33 p.m., when he seemed to
enter a state of unconsciousness. I may remark, in passing, that some-
what of the same rigidity of muscle peculiar to mesmeric nfluence was
not absent here. With his eyss rigidly closed the medium stood up,
and, after & momentary pause, he suddenly raised his head—an
expression beyond my description brightened his countenanee as he
stretohed out his arm in space and clutehed, as it were, an unseen hand,
*which he shook with an intensity sufficient to mark the most hallowed
friendship. That over, he rubbed his face with his hands, and, turning
to the table, he betook himself to his task. With eyes thoronghly
closed, he opened the boxes on the table, selected his brushes, took his
palette, and arranged with the greatest precision the colours necessary
for his purpose. In like manner, and before all present, he set apart
quite methodically on his palette ten eolours and one white. T observe
your reporter says it was by the touch he distinguished the colours.
That is not quite the case. I myself put the question if it were not so,
that he selected the colours by touch. The reply was emphatic and
distinet, “ We see the colours,” These preliminariea occupied seventeen
minutes. At five minutes to nine o'clock the chief work of the artist
began. Turning to his easel, he sketched an outline of the painting he
was to produce. The gas was now lowered, but it mattered not to him.
Then filteen minutes in darkness and still he works on, as the flapping
of his brush and thé progress made in his work testify. An investigator
who sat next to e sugzested he might be aided in his work by a faint
light which issued from the fire. I seconded the suggestion, and at our
request the fire was completely extinguished, and total darkness prevailed,
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ey ars all in solution, or w o1
menn hard, like flint, but more like nuz." Ry enll o, [N
“ Which of the flowers bave the colours " "y
“The marigold is one of them, the rose is another,”
“Which of the colours nre in small round rmass, e
flowers 7"
“ Yellow is one, brown is another, green is no colour”
“ What. is the peouliar property of soarlet which cauge, i
retain ite colour ? By,
# Buocauge it bas the properties which resist the sun'y g, 4
A short pause now enaued, then the medivm whispered, « p -
S Time, 10.36 ; gas put out, aceordingly. & were
arkness, and on the cenire of the table lay the small oard [P
some work wis distinetly heard going on, like o slight sarysy, 4 P
eard; when all of o sudden three distinet taps on the L. ‘: ol
with o pencil, semed to be the signal for the eampley, L™
strange performance. The gas waa lit up at ones, and on 1, o
the card, on which was now a ministure painting of the ons ﬂili‘“«“y
on the easel, and more complets in details, The time take, to f""i
this miniature oil-painting was four minutes, Tt was handag ,,"”4.;
company for inspection, and all were satisfied that it waa 1}, w"-n.! »
the corner of which the lady etill kept in her hand ns g 4,
clsim her prize. e 1
The medium now set about coming out of trance, which,
rather a painful process for bim, The time oecupied in cmr.mzf""m
trance was twelve minutes, 0 af about six minutes (o eleyy, ¢
the medium was awake, unconseious of his transastions as of by,
thus ended the most interesting scance of any I had belor w,@,‘é‘b
Your report concludes with a short account of a test ssang,
8piritual Rooms at which I was not present, consequently [ o ™
further in company with your reporter. i
These remarks have run to greater length than I intended, o, ¢
just add, in conclusion, that the philosophy and pnenomens of 3"
tualism are open toall candid inquirers. Anyonewhodoesnety,
subject worth looking into need not trouble themselves by rig,
the opinions of those who do ; and any one who wishes 1 lock i,
subject and carries candour along with him, will find farts suffly,,
recompense his labour and strengthen his kope for the final g,
good over evil, Vior 27 Cugy
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PHILOSOPHY OF SPIRIT.
To the Editors of the “ Liverpool Mercmy”

No matter, the work still goes on. At9.23the gas was lit, and the painting
had recsived a definite form. At 9.38 the gas was again put out, and at
9.45 it was lit up, when the medinm announced the painting “ would not
take ” further colouring, and took his seat, drawing the small round tabls
towards him. The strangers were now permitted to examine the picture,
which was declared to be # a scene on the Holy Loch.” 1t will thus be
seen that the time occupied was from 8.33 to 9.45.

It was row thought possible we might gst what they eall a direct
spirit-painting, that is, a painting produced on cardboard in 6il colours,
in total darkness, and in time varying from two to four minutes, or
thereby. Accordingly the question was put to the spirit through the |
medium, “ Stesn, will you be able to do anything for us to-night 7”
“ You must let it come to; the atmosphere is too close,” was the reply,
given in a deep monotone. Howaver, it bacame manifest we were to get |
2 direct drawing, for the medium a short time afterwards opened asmall |
box and took out a white card, rather larger than the ordinary sized |
photograph carte, and after fingering it and breathing on it, secmed 8o |
to prepare it for receiving the impression of a mysterious power. One |
side of the card was coated slightly with a solution of gum, for no other
purpose than to cause it to retain the colouring matter laid upon it, It
is customary, I believe, for one of the circle to be set apart by the
medium as the recipient of this strange production. His mode of |
selection is to tear a small bit from one corner of the card, and hand it
to the party who is to be 8o favoured. The evening in question the lady
was selected. The gas was now lowered, and having waited a few
minutes in darkness, the medium said, ** Better light up;” but there was
nothing on the card. While the medium's command, ** You must let it
come to "—which raeant a little rest—was being adhered to, a stranger
asked if we could converse with the medium. “ We could try,” was the
answer, ““only you will have to address the controlling spirit, who the
medium had pronounced to be his friend and eounsellor, Steen.” One
or two strangers now set £o work to get information if possible. Inthe
darkness, floating about the room, five or six of our number had observed
several blue sparks of light, and that was the introduction to the follow-
ng questions and answers :—

“ Well, Stean, ean you tell us what those blue lights are 7"

“It is merely the reflection of our light piereing your atmosphere—
a light not seen distinetly with the material eye, but with the inner eye.”

“ What is the light eomposed of ?”

It ig a wagnatic light wlieh communieates with you.”

“ How mayv we detect sirsulation of tranes 2"

“ Ludavidusls are more spiritual and more sctive in trance.”

% Stpan, do vou Enow maay » in the other world 2"

* Oh, gea: u geet, groot many”  (The mediam here named several
&riists, and others long sinee gas bafore. )

* Weil, Srew, haw do gou o lect the enlours in the box 7"

“I dunt srect the colours; I onlytell him to select them. The

r eolours are much essier seen than the vegetable.”
g do you know what form the colours are in plants—solid or

Buid?"
“ Al aolid.”

Gexrrenes,—It is evident from the most recent teachings of og b,
naturalists, at bome and abroad, that even science—the most mase
istic—now acknowledges “ something ™ to be present in the consting,,
of human life, outside the principles of chemistry 2nd physis 5
which no atheist bas yet succeeded, after prolonged efforts, in iy,
upon the insensible table of elementary substances, with their sniy
and equivalent numbers. Something clearly exists in 1man thersiors s,
all, over and above ordinary matter, which deelines to sucoumbtoans,
tion, affinity, or the theory of atoms. In fact, the dried blood of w
wildest beast, and the nervous or muscular fibre of the tamest mu-
heart, brain, and lungs—not only give to the philosopher exactly &
same equivalents, bup the chief proximate priaciples of animal nem
exist ready formed in the kingdom of vegetables, and their sols vals 5
the world of learning is neither more nor less than 4 per cent. of ade
The composition and properties of spirit, mind, or soul belong nu 5
the especial study of the chemist; and why? Because they elude b
grasp in the laboratory, as they do the soalpel of the anatomist smd
the disease and death of each dissecting room. Obvicusly spirt s
“gomething ™ more than the attraction of gravitation, which keeps &

: atmosphere in connection with the earth’s surface, and prevents it frm

flying off into space,—* something ” more than the force which mu
tains the moon and planets in their orbits, and is the universal e d
material position and weight throughout nature. The attraction 4
eohesion, wiich unites together in one unbroken band the partislss o
any given mzss of matter, and renders it hard or 80t is insuffieieat |
an athewstic purpose. Heterogeneous adhesion, moreover, wh
substances have the power of adhering to each other, will not m2#
recurrent difficulties. Capillary attraction, chemical aftraction, simsi
or eompound substances, singls elective afinity, double eleotive afiany,
—but I must needs stop, since they are one and all egually imgpotet
and helpless to open wide the gates of eternal day. Matter is still dad,
Spirit is yet alive. Mechanical division and ultimate solution, s &
retorted, together with a host of others, “may” suffice to explain U
most abstruse spiritual phenomenon? TIndeed! They fare no betiz
than their kith or kin on—
“Ths great world's altar stairs,
That siope through darkness up 1o God.”

Already has the London Dialectical Society—its edversaria notwid:
standing—not only devoted much time and attention to the histors,
phenomena, philosophy, and teachings of psychic-foree and moder
Spiritualism, bot it bas given a valuable record of ¢ something
intimately connected with mind and matter, and therefors illustrated
by examples and testimonies the probability of communion betwee
earth and heaven. This {5 no question 1 of popular supefs!i}ioﬁ- o
vulgar eredulity, involving charms, amulets, crystallic divinstions,
magic mirrors of Maskelyne and Cooke, witchoraft, conjuring, exore=m,
magic, enchantment, rustic sorcery, or village stories of ghostd and
appsritions. Rather have the metropolitan savanfz now n:mtqd%ﬁ:
truth of supernatural visitations, psychologizal mediumship, eestatics :‘
geniuz, a fountain of seientifie knowledge, with new jets and old m’z,"
ings, in form of pondsruus bodies suspended in space by IavEES
agents, matter passing through matter—if not reinerrnate spmie-ss;
And what does tha Athenerm sgain tell us?  “ The Oxfurd Gradustes

. ¢ e s . . s:ouia the
Union, by an overwhelming majority, has resoived to investigus
just claims of modern Spiritualism.” Surely the globe will °""£)P“
orthwith! Phrenology, psycliology, zoistic scienes, tru2 i;nthl:»p? A
spiritual presances, divine sociology, &e., inan English Universitys

“«Oh, faint not, oh, fear not! in faith be Nuu«l:mnﬂ{!lsl

¢ rages but ew "tis not g
Cotiata b na-p:lr'm“of’fae' Deprted,” by Jos RaXWY.
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Light of love, purity of grace—spirits, with music of lho‘sphm'on,
ing from cach heavenly faco—hearts of angels, filled with God's
o charity to harmonise the whole seene, and envich old halls with
°'w poanty, that, like & rainbow in tho storms of earth, whose glovious
e« still smile the clouds away, shall gladden the souls of ull with
po might, majosty, and dominion of eternal _lil‘e, clemqnstmting to the
;iviﬂs that the dead die not, bat are alive again, to ** rejoice in the Lord
Jays Ob, what a gorgeous speetacle, shining as a spark {rom an
-‘mmbrb\l fire, or as the morning star of memory for the lost, never to
{” eolipsed more by the low desires of a vain and * wicked world !”
no silver link is found at last! What will the bigots theological say
{o this outpouring of the spirit upon the people not inside the churches?
Is it vot the desolation of Judwma by the Chaldeans? Cloquy the
oond of the twelye minor prophets was a trua Spiritualist, in vehe-
aent style, 800 n.c., whatever may be thought of a realisation, in
oviord, of his propheey, during the year a.n. 1873, 1 venture to
interpret the character of its reception in words of the poet of poets,

ut‘"l‘he rankest compound of villainous smell that ever oftended nostril,”
Ay mHERE VistoNs or Grony rrom Laxns o tun Bresr?

Now, gentlemen, this is an important topic of our times, and must be
daalt with aceordingly by public journalists, hence I ask yourselves and
oll others to render justice, not to the miserable, burlesque, mercenary
_g\phisticauons, which deserve ounly silent contempt, but to t.hg righteous
patimony  of our fellow-men, ominent in literature, science, :.md
wilosaphy, who have already given their adhesion to modern Spiritualism
s the greatest truth of eighteen hundred ages, or the greatest lie on
this side of Hades. Well, let the Oxonians at once examine organic
woliesas I have done, synthetically and analytically, combine ﬁ_rs‘t, the
prain-protoplasm of the mind phrenological, as it exists in different
Linds and races of men, with cerebro-spinal nerves consisting of tubular
o medullary matter, also their terminal loops and plexuses, and learn
the exact connection between voluntary and involuntary actions. Is it
a question of phosphorus or pigment, in minute vesicles of various
shapes—red, white, blue, or grey ? Afterwards decompose them; test
the organs of sense by means of light, heat, electricity, galv_umsm,
magnetism, retorts, and microscopes, moral and material, or in any
other way that physical science may prefer, or eclectic philosophy
dictate; unite the cerebral element of asavage with that of a sage—yes,
inone proportion or in several proportions ; indeed, in any intermediate
ntio,morphologically and chemically—the issue, if Tam not mistaken, will
o precisely the same. Manisnota creator of modern Spiritualism ; no
vital embodiment will “come forth™ from the crucible, however much
one may nourish the flame, as did Lazarus from the grave ; no prineiple
of life ensues from generation to generation of experimental inquirers.
The fact is, this same protoplasmice principle of life is outside the
physical basis, and is so extremely various and diversified, according to
the subjeets in which it exists, that it will not fulfil the requirements
of mentel phenomena in men and animals of the higher quadrumana,
the nature of which we arve briefly discussing; it is not the same, I say,
ina vegetable as it is in the anthropoid ape for the atheist’s purpose,
nor in inferiov animals as in the genus homo. In wan, for example,
it involves volition ; it implies spirifual prineiple, thought, ideas, con-
eepts; thoughts, moreoyer, not merely restricted to the narrow cirele of
material, visible, tangible objects, or hisown exclusive sensuous experience;
the spirit of man is a self-knowing “ something,” able to pierce the very
intertor of bioplasm, if that be the sceptic’s essence of human life, and
where else would he fix the ultimate hylogen? Spirit, I repeaf, can
turn matter inside out, and not be in the least injured by the trans-
action, whether mountain or mole-hill, monad or monkey, lizard,
make, frog, or fish—in short, human being not excepted. There is
stractural unity throughout the animal kingdom, e.¢., the yelk-sac,
allantois, and ammnion of a dog are spheroidal or discoidal originally,
like that of the ape, which latter is ieniical with lord or duke, con-
versely, reciproeally, and universally. Carbon 55, hydrogen 7, nitrogen
16, oxygen 22, will combine to make proteine. albumen, fibrine, and
aseine—the all in all : so that matter, you observe, in prinee or peasant,
15 of necessity reducible to the viewless form of a lovely sound, when
tested by the touchstone of critical science. In regard to the philosophy
of spirit, chemistry may not only examine its peculiar atomie conditions

as a centre of force on this planet, but the very composition and pro-

perties of the globe itself, decompose matter, cause its evolution at |

opposite poles, and again construct an elementary body, if in Material-
ism there be a “soul,” what is tAai principle of human life. And what
becomes of it eventually? As an attribute of brain-protoplasm, or
organic prineiple, it can bardly account for the facts of human intelli-
genee, As my esteemed {riend, John Ramsay, exquisitely sings:
“The day is departing, the night drawing neay,
Buat lights (rom the city celestinl appear.”

Spiritualism is yet more than the vietor of Materialism. Matter is
nob adequate to the exploration of mafter—in sun, moon, and stars—
competent to analyse their beautiful spectra, dissect each rainbow, or
the heart and brain of man, meanwlkile reiwrning to look into itself ;
or after death, above, bayond, and through its own kindred substance,
revisit as now the hawnts and homes of old mortality, then wing its
angelic flight to the richest glories, grandest realities, and most gorgeous
seenes of a world that is purely immaterial, and like its own, though
unseen, progressive and eternal. Onward ever, step by step, we are
assured is the future march of our eommon humanity, in e:w}h allofted
 #pirit-sphere, even to the Infinite Source of all life, all thought, and all

volition, at once unfathomable. immeasurable, as endless as boundless.
Thus serenely does Spiritual Philosopby now look on the raging tem-
pests of recent science, and cannot be shaken; and ealmly she will look,
nay * celmer and calmer,” as looked Schiller on death, when, swan-like,
in dying he sang his last song, * Things are growing clear and plain;”
and whilst recognising a blessed hope in faith and charity, based on the

love of Giod to man, we can exclaim, as parting words, from earth to
COVEN—

8o sinks the day-star in the ocean bed,
And yet unon vepairs his droopivg head,
Anl tricks his bears, and with new-spang
Flames in the forchend of the morning sky-

Winnras Horcusay,

led ore,

M.D,, F\R.S.
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‘ SPIRTL-PHOTOGRAPHY.

To the Editor.—Dear Sit,—Amongst your very many readers there
must by pot a few who nre teying experiments, with more or less suc-
cess, in spirit-photography, and I wish that some of them Wﬂglld occa-
sionally favour the Muotvy with the result of their investigations, and
let us hear how they ave succeeding. It would alike be interesting to
| all veaders of the Mupivar, but partienlarly so to thoss who, like myself,

[ are making experiments in this direction. One would like o hear the

“conditions " under which photographs have been obtained ; whether,
[ hesides the cparator and the sitter, one, two, three, or none were in the

room at the time; whether the sittings were at given and regular times,
| and if by so doing any photographer bas been more successful?  These
and suchlike little bits of information would be both interesting and
useful, and tend much to benefit the cause. 1 would also suggest we
give our names and addresses ; we should then be able to communicate
with one another, and might by this means, too, greatly develop our
latent powers. I do not like anonymous communications at any time,
although I know they are sometimes * necessary evils,” but when science
is at stake they are decidedly cowardly. T hope presently to report to
you my own experiments; in the meantime I would say to all investi-
gators, * Go on ; long-continued putience and perseverance will bring
its reward,”

1t is now more than eighteen months since I first *tried for epirit-
photographs,” during which time I bave exposed some hundreds of
plates : many have been marked in some way or other, giving me en-
couragement, and latterly my labours have been erowned with success
in the shape of three photographs, each with part of the haman form;
one has the features distinctly marked, the eyes and nose being very
plain. This one I showed to a higoted seeptic the other evening, and
he was obliged to confess that I had * got something there,” advised me
to go on and I “ might get more,” and expressed a wish bimsell to sit
for a photograph, although five minutes before he had been telling me
with the greatest assurance imaginable that it was now well known how
npirit,-phomgrnphs were taken; it was “all trickery,” and he “knew how
it was done,” and then drew me a complicated sketch of the *kind of
lens used,” consisting of internal reflectors, and no oue knows
what besides. I should add that these photographs were obtained at a
regular sitting that I hold for the purpose every Saturday afternoon at
half-past three, although on three separate oceasiors. Have any of
your readers experienced the following phenomenon? This afternoon,
upon developing the third plate (nothing bad appeared on the first and
gecond), a well-formed figure of a man standing at the side of and look-
ing at the sitter came out. I saw it distinetly for several seconds, and
after examining it proceeded to strengthen it by further developing,
and which T succeeded in doing, when all af once it faded away before
my eyes, and nothing is now to be seen of it.—Iam. dear Sir, yours
sincerely, R, Winuians, M A, Pi.D.

DBrunswick House, Hayward's Heath, Susser, July 19, 1873,

[We heartily concur in the remarks of our correspondent, and will
have much pleasure in placing our columns at the disposal of this
investigation.-—Ep. AL ]

“THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS.

To the Editor.—Sir,—In reply to “Querist,” there are wmany Spiri-
tualists in Leicester, but, I am sorry to say, we have no association,
the want of which is muech felt: yev Spiritualism is spreading very
fast, Tt is not more than five montbs since I went to the Turkish baths
in Leicester, where I found a few copies of the Mepivy lying about,
one of which I took up and read, and after reading I made up my mind
that I would investigate the subject; but how to go to work I did
not know, as there were no publie seances that I knew of. So I wrote
to the editor of the Meprva (and have to thank you, Sir for the
kindly feeling manifested by you in wishing me success), and as the
result, with a few friends I formed a circle, and have made good
progress. Strangers have been to my circle, and gone away fully con-
vinced of the truth of Spiritualism, and some of these have formed
circles; so you see the subject is occupying the minds of the people of
Leicester. I am thankful to * Querist” that he has opened up the
subject, and do hope that it may result in something being done by
those who have more experience in the matter, to permanently establish
a spiritual association in Leicester which shall be a beacou light to all
seekers after the truth, Let us as Spiritualists throw off all fear, and
boldly declare the truth, which maketh all men free.—I am, Sir,
yours &e., C. Buroerr.

40, Dannat's Strect, Leicester.

P.8.—We hold aur seances on Sunday night, at 6.15.

[Our friends are now obtaining works from the Progressive Library
for perusal. We hope all who love Spiritualism in Leicester will join
them.—1ip, L]

| To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—In response to the appeal of “ Querist”
in last week's issue of your valuable paper, I beg to inform him that
there are many--1I believe hundreds of Spiritualists in Leicester: but
it seems the right man has not yet been found who is both willing and
competent fo undertake what may be called a leadership, or as
“Querist " puts if, *“to unfurl the bauner of Spiritualism.” Tn my
humble opinion it requires somewhat more than a novice, or even
an average intelligent man. Ile must be one far in advance of his
fellows—not only possessing a goodly amount of * stock-in-trade in
the upper story,” but one with fhat rare and beautiful adaptibility of
using his intclligence to advn: lage, and simply beeause he would be
called upon to speak, lecture, pion, and even advise, and in every way
to enforce the claims of Spiriualisti upon the attention of the publie.
1 can further inform “Querist " that theve are mediums m Tetcester,
both trance and physical, and seances ave being held weekly in two
or three parts of the town. There are also those who tlu‘“" ly and
unostentatiously are doing their mite towards diffusing the light they
have happily found ; and there be those (L believe their number is not
a few) \\'lu_m, for reasons best known fo themselves, are putting and
| keeping their light under a bushel, But, to be short, I think * Querist
may rely upon it that when the right man does come’ forward ho will
not long stand alone. . W, F
Leicestor, July 21st, 3




THE CIRCULATION OF THE MEDIUM, AND
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.

Pum Publisher is institnting the grestest facilities for circulating this
paper, and submits the following Sealo of Subseriptions ;-

—

One copy, post frae, wookly, 14d.; por annum, 6Gs. 6d,
Two mpw; & - i ¥ Sgd. a 104, 10d.
Threa |, » i Ad. " 178, 4d.
Four 3 PR . 108, 6d,
Fiva % » Ofd w &1 3s 10d.

Six copies and upwards, in one wrapper, post froe, 1d, each per woeek
or 48, 4d, per year.

Allsuch orders, and communieations for the Editor, should ba addressed
to Jamus Bunns, Ofice of 'Tun MEvUn, 15, Southampton Row, Bloomsbury
Syuare, Holborn, London, W.C.

Wholesala Agents—F. Pitman, 20, Patornoster Row, London, E.C.;
Curtice and Co,, 13, Catherina Street, Strand, London, W.C. John
Hoy wood, Manchester; James M'Geachy, 89, Union Street, Glasgow.

The Publisher s desirous of establishing agencios and depots for the
salo of other Progressive periodicals, tracts, and standard works, and will
be glad (0 receive communications from such as feol disposetf to enter
this field of usefulness,

SPECIAL NOTICE.
A Ust of Mectings and Seances at the Spiritwal Institution, in London
and in the Provinces, may be found on page 328.
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THE “JOHN KING" NUMBER.

Weo can now promise that this long-looked-for issue will
constitute No. 175 of the Meprvy, and appear on August 8th,
The “John King " number will consist of sixteen pages, as this
woek. It will therefore be an extremely cheap pennyworth, and
command the largest cireulation of any publication devoted to
Spiritualism which has appeared in this country. A proportion of
the space will be devoted to advertisements of matters of interest
to Spiritualists.  That portion of the space is already occupied.
Matter intended to appear in this number should be received not
later than Friday, August 1st. Orders at the rate of twenty copies
for 1s., 100 copies for 5s., or £2 10s. per 1000, will be received up
to August Ist, Orders yet come in daily.
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION.

To meet necessary expenses £500 at least is required annually-
ITitherto nothing like that sum has been subscribed, so that*much
responsibility and hardship have fallen on a few, Every Spiri-
tualist is now purposing to do ¢something for the Spiritual
lnstlilutiun." The following sums have been received sinco last
weel :—

' 8 Les i
Mrs, Hamilton «.. 10 0 0] Rushden friends ... ... 0 10 6
Hibernicus ... ... .. 2 0 0O/ Mr. Denton ... ., 0 22510

Mrs, B. ... NS )

ol 0
Miss Addison

My. J. Raper, (hl: 1)-(;1.‘

0 2 0 week for 12 weeks ,.. 0 6 0
i 00 ol SRR I S ) 720 o T R I AR [ [ 0

Mr. R. Edmiston... ... 1 0 0|Mr.T. Grant ... ...
Countess Caithness ... & 0 0| Afriend.s oo oo ... 01 0
Sy T R B e (S0

GERALD MASSEY'S VISIT TO AMERICA.

We observe, from the lists of the “ Literary Bureau,” that M,
Massey is to spend the coming winter in America, lecturing on various
subjeets, ineluding Spiritualism, and giving veadings from his own
works. Ie is to receive one hundred dollars per lecture, and we under-
sfand bis time is already nearly occupied. It is gratifying to observe
that Spiritualism is one of the subjects announced, and that a poet of
Gerald Massey's standing and the “Literary Bureau” should thus
be so intimately associated thevewith. We hope our Awmerican brethren

will give Mr, Massey a cordial welcome whenever he appears amongst
them,
DR SEXTON AT CAVENDIRH ROOMS,

Though the wenther on the lgst two Sundays has been highly unfa-
vourable for mectings. the one t?n\‘ being very wel and the other very
hot, yet the Cavendish Rooms were on both ocessions well filled by a
highly respectable audience,

On Sunday evening Inst the subjeet of Dr, Sexton's oration was © The
Philosophy of the Trance.” '],‘h(’.sp"ﬂkl’l' commenced his diseourse by
reviewing the varions theories of sleep, instancing eases of prolonged
gleep. and comparing the phencmena of sleep with those of death, ITe
then alluded to dreenins as o characteristic of gleep, and gradually intro-
duced the question of clairvoyant luecidity in its various forms. His
argnments culminated in the assamption that the mind of man can
exercise 1'8 faculties in & way unknown fo those who suppose that the
brain is exclusively tha oraan of thought., The chnin of fucts having
thus bean completed, the Doctor used them with great fucility to fortily in

a very inyvineible manner the position of the Spivitualist; that the true
philosophy of human life should regard man as a spiritual being using
a materinl organiem rather than in confounding the material body with
the man. Altogether, we think this oration the most inatructive of
the whole series, and reecommend our readers to look out for its publi-
cation in a separate forw, as our space forbids an extensive report,
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE AT LIVERPOOT,

At meoting of the Conforence Committen of the Paycholog:
Society of Liverpool, held on Monday, June 28rd, Me, 1, (1 i)
chair, the following programmo was considered and ndopted g |10
business of the fortheoming conference, and while the Cum’.‘?' by

earnestly desive delegates to preparo papers on theso questions ’(‘r
are anxious to veovive the titles of any othor papers which the dels, ,M’
may wish to read, providing that the titlo of such pa m‘i‘-
forwarded to the secretary on or bofora the 18th July, so that, l“
reading may bo arranged for in a businoss-like way, by

ORGANISATION,

National : 1st,—Tho advisability and procticability (financial, &.), of
natior al union, '

2nd.—The best, means of securing in future annual national conforey,
Local : 1st.—The advisability of Sunday services and week-day meotjy,,
Ind.~~The adyantages ol special buildings for Spiritual moetings, B

Sreineruaresy in s Renictovs AND Sciezrivie Asrecrs,

Ist.—The harmony existing between the Bible and the Loachings o
Spiritualism.
2nd,~—Spiritualism in accordance with natural laws.
3rd,—The benelit of physical manifestations to tho community,
Meptussiire,
18b.—The neculiar temperaments of differont mediums.
2nd.—The arvangement of different mediums in a givon circlo for gy,
yroduction of desired results,
31‘&.—-’[‘[10 «uality of mediums.
4th.—Can any tests be applied to distinguish genuine mediumship
Hth.—"The best method of developing mediums.
6th,—The utility of private circles.
EveNiNes.
2nd,—Lecture, 3rd.—Conversazione.
Davin B. Raxsay.
Corresponding and Recording Seeretary
to the Conference Committee,

1st.—Seance.

South Castle Street, Liverpool,

DR. SEXTON IN THE PROVINCES.

Dr. Sexton is now supplied with the whole apparatus for pe.
forming all the tricks advertised by Maskelyne and Cooke, Dr. Lym,
Horr Dobler, and all others who profess to expose Spiritualism, ¥
botter means can be adopted to convince the public of the hollownes
of the pretensions of these men than to exhibit Dr. Sexton's illusn.
tions, sustained as they are by an able lecture, pointing out how ti
conjurers’ tricks are porformed, and the very distinet cireumstanes
under which spiritual phenomena oceur. This week the Doctor b
been extremely busy in the provinees lecturing, three times in Fir
mingham, onee in Worcester, and onco at Rochdale. The apparahy
employed by him works beautifully, and the public are very mudb
more astonished and gratified than at the performances of any of thes
conjurers, for he rolls all their entertainments into one, and aflods
the extra gratification of explaining the simple prineiples upon which
the tricks are performed. Country committees ghould lose no time iv
securing Dr, Sexton's services, whose multiplied engagements will pre
vent him appearing at the Cavendish Rooms on the next two Sundsg
eyenings,

Ar Warcester, on Tuesday evening, the audience, though not lag,
was highly respectable, and appeared to be deeply interested in the pr
cpedings.  Dr. I I. Nichols made an effective chairman, The e
juring illustrations took capitally, and we hear rumours of Dr. Sextn
being invited to return to the * faithful eity ” again soon.

Dg. Sexron’s Tour.—A correspondent suggests that the Spiritualiss
of Oldham, Bury, Bolton, and Rochdale engage Dr. Sexton for soveral
woeks in these towns, and thus concentrate the interest, save travelling
expenses, and also reduce the cost of advertising, The idea is a gool
one, and might bo worked with advantage in other places as well as it
the district named. -

Sxakes I8 e Grass. — The dignified, conscientious opponents of
Spiritualism are adopting tactics which confer quite a new and radiant
lustre upon their usual reputation for honourable and truthful pro-
cedure. Their new implement of war is anonymous letter-writivg.
Wherever ic transpires that Dr. Sexton is likely to make a lecturing
vigit, these high-minded individuals address an anonymous letter filled
with scandalous statements and manifest falsehoods, such as that the
lectures at Cavendish Rooms have been suppressed by the authorities
We have to inform these gentry that their labour and enthusiasm may
be some trouble and expense to themselves, and cin result only in con-
vineing nll who becoma acquainted with the facts of the unserupulou
villany that actuates these writers. We have further to state to them that
the quarter whence these leiters emanate is quite aceurately determined.
The writing, and other eireumstances connected with the produetion of
these epistles, cun be identified ; and if' the offerce continues to be r-
peated. steps will be taken which will not be at all agreeable to the per-
peteators,  We take this cheap and ready means of gmiving warnmng
as we have something Dbetter to occupy our time than pumshing
eriminals.

InvesticarTor, Bury,—The letter in the Bury Times signed * Thomas
Barrett ™ is elipped from some old newspaper, for we seo it furn up
overy two or three weeks, The persons who promulgate such rubbish
have not brains suflicient to write anything new, and to hide their
errors they quote facts said to have occurred thousands of miles
away, 1t 1s enough to know that Spiritualists are just us moral and
good in every rvespeet as their follow-counteymen, — ‘I'hat God blesses
them with a deep and inoxpressible joy in the observance of their prin:
ciples is undeniably Divine sanction for their cause,

Me. Forsrir, Darlington, sends o report of a seanca at Clasgow which
we hope to find space for next week, with other articles in type,

Byiny Asye, the little daughter of Mr., White, seeretary of the Mary:
lebone Assaciation, was released by the angel of transition from pro-
longed and puinful illness early on Sunday morning.

M. Winttavs's absence from town will prevent him from giving s

soance on Monday evening, as usual,




LONDON,

”mlvliv meeting was o.nn\'vuml by Mrs, Louisa Lowe, at
t»ﬂ.vmlieh Rooms, Mortimer Street, Cavendish Square, on
fhursday evening, the 17th instant, to * Consider the
anacy Jaws, and the action of the Judges in connection
erewith.” There was an encouraging audicnes, consisting
J ladies in the largoer proportion,

Dy, Sexrox oceupied the chair, and, in introducing the
,uljn-l.vluu‘:u'turim-d the Lunacy Laws as the most objection-
o in the statute-book, placing a tremendous power in the
pods of one o two medical men.  He then showed how
dlioult it was for persons to prove themselves sane when
e stigma of insanity had once been attached to them,
wadering lunatic asylums no better than prisons,  To
catilate sueh abuses, and hear Mrs. Lowe's statement,
the meeting bad been convened ; and Dr, Sexton had great
pasure in-ealling upon that lady to deliver an address,
when they would see that sho was as sane ag any person
psent, and, indeed, had nevor been insane.

MRS, LOWE'S ADDRESS.

Laoes AND GENTLEMEN,~Tho paramount importance of
the subject we are met to consider, *“The dangers to sociely
wd personal liborty of the present lunacy laws,” emboldens
w to erave your indulgence to my greal inexperience in
public speaking.  For a woman first, at my age, to cmerge
fou the deep seclusion of conntry life and appear on a
piblic platform, wounld argue an amount of rashness
wonsistent with sound judgment, had not exceptional
dramstances rendered hor doing so a duty. Some of you
i aware such exceptional circumstances exist in my cnge—
(hat for fifteen dreary months I endured that most horrible
o moral tortures, incarceration among maniacs, without
biter cause than the greed of maduess-mongers and the
unconseientiousness of their supervisors.  Permit me, then,
W commence realising the hope that sustained me in many
w hour of anguish; tho hope that my tale of crucllest
mong and sad observation might help to show my country
e true mature of its lunacy laws—laws as potent for
Uppression and wrong, as lvlm_y are powerless o protect
waety from, and insure the welfare of, real lunatics,  Iirat,
wregards the certifieato: for all but paupers this is to be
gned by two doctors, and in the forms to that end
provided these men are made to stato they have seen the
tient “separately, and apart from any other medical man ;"
Wit is notorious that the spirit of this provision is always
eded, and I myself know a ease where a physician, aftor
declaring & very migehievous person unguestionably insane
ud very dangerous, refused to certify him so unless a
wlleague he named would do so firat.  Therefore, the only
practical repult of this provision is to lighten the sense of
rsponsibility in the certifiers, and safegunrd the patient with
lulf o medical conseienco instead of a whole one.  Again,
the certifier must distinguish between facts  observed by
bimself and those told him by others, and no certifieate is o
be valid that purports to be bused exclusively on hearsay.
Now, despite its plausibility at first sight, o little reflection
revenly the ubsun}ity and danger of this provision.  Alone,
1t suffices to account for the hideous tales of insane crime
ud eruolty, which constantly startled the publie, ns also
for the wenry lawsuits so injurious fo mad testators’
finilis.  Why are the perpetrators of deeds, shown on
uent inquiry to be the climax of long-brooding
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inganity, allowed to go at large il they have committed
them?  Can any one doubt, for instance, that a father who
dreops boiling tallow on his Little ehildren's nalod bodies, and
then capers in eestatic joy ab their shiteks of agony, s mad ?
Yob Eichell, who is reported in the papers to have mado
this his practice, was left to end hig insane e by suicide,
alter murdering wile and child,  Such men ape Just thoso
leagt likely to let o doctor ses any facts ou which to
pronounce them insano,  This vequivement of personal
medieal observation should thercfore, in my opinion, bo
entively abrogated,  And do not fancy you need therehy
diminish the seceurity of personal Liberty. 1 think the
preliminary proceedings in alleged lunacy should be con
formed to those in alleged infractions of the law as
much ag  possible, but to secure the necessary despateh
a statement in writing should be aceepted as adequately
proved: but then every falsehood in sneh statement should
rank ay perjury to defeat the ends of justice, be invariably
progecuted by the Crown as such, and visited with (he
heaviest. penalty attached to that crime.  Before, however,
entering deeply into remodial measuves, it is well to dwell
a little more on the evils of the present system.  And hero

I must premise that I am only conversant with proprictaey
madhouses, and that in deseribing the various evils 1 found
rampant. there, I will advance nothing 1 am not able to
prove, either by my own observation or from notes mado
ab the time from the lips of apparently trathful and of
course avowedly sane persons. I must also aslk you to bear
in mind that, of the four proprietary madhouses which |
inhabited for longer or shorter periods, all were reputed
first class.  In all, except the last, which was as pure and
good as a proprictary madhouso can be, did the prossest
ovils prevail, besides that horrible malpractice of incarceraf-
ing the sane—a practico you will presently see is largely
connived at by your Lunacy Commissioners,  In the metro-
politan distriet these gentlemen must pay ab Jeast six yisits
of ingpeetion annually to each madhouse. The dates of such
vigits ave left entirely to their own diseretion, consequently
four or five monthy often elapse without any inspection af
all ; the legal number being on these occasions made up
by a very rapid succession of visits at the close of the
year. 1 need not now detain you with any detailed account
of my weven interviews with these Commissioners during
my long inearceration. INearlessly do 1 assert that the
same markod features characterised all, and on their part
congisbed in impatience, impertinence, ill-temper, and a firm,
evident determination not to give me fair play.  Why was
this 2 The Lord Chief Justice suggested o Queen’s Beneh
on the 22nd of November last that the Commissioners could
have no possible motive for defaining me in confinement;
knowing me to be sane; but why are these Lunacy Com-
migsioners Lo be acquitted without evidence, and even in the
teeth of slrong presumptive evidonce of a viee that has
always disgeaced geeret tribunals?  We boast, and no douht.
Justly, that our tribunals of law are pure.  Bub was it
always so? I the venality of former times iy unknown
now, in it on aceount of somo oceult chunge in human
nabure, or hecauso adequately paid judges; inaceessible to the
privato solicitations of wuitors, adwinister (he laws under
the eye of the people and the eriticism of the Press? W hat
N.Ul'l. ol uun‘litltmmg would l')u l'ul‘l, in our judicial aystem il one
fonture of ib consisted in invariably admitting the defendant
to proliminary seeret access to the Judge?  This aystem,
extended fo the plaintifl as well, actually does prevail to thiy
duy in tho rench loeal courts, and the consequence is (e
Judge.u nl" thsmn courty are notoriously corvupt, and ey
decivions in fayour of the best briber.  Yeb this iy exactly
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the system in lunacy judieature. The alleged lunatic and
his superintendent, are exsontially and necossarily antagon-
istic: their relative position is exactly that of plamtifi’ and
defendant, and yet the superintendent has invariably pre-
liminary secrot aceess to t\w judges, and every op ortunity
of binssing their minds by malignin the plaintift, as well
as by “golden arguments.” Mind, I say not these latter
are used ; 1 say they may be used ; that there is nothing in
the world to prevent it except an osth, which 1 will pre-
sently prove to you is flagrantly violated in other particu-
lars, and that therefore no judge is warranted, when hear-
iug a case, in prejudicing that case with the publie, as Chief
Justice Cockburn did mine on the 22nd of November last,
by ignoring so very obvious an inducement to wrongful
detention as bribery of Commissioners by superintendents.

I have said that the defendant, alias the superintendent,
has right of previous secret access to the judges, or Lunacy
Commissioners.  The use made of such right is indicated in
the following incidents :—On one oecasion the Commission-
ers were leading a perfectly sane patient aside for exami-
nation ; the owner rushed after them, and after a whispered
communication to the Commissioners these last remanded
the patient for half-an-hour.  On her being recalled, the
so~called examination consisted in a general ransacking
of her life for twenty or thirty years, and giving false and
distorted versions of incidents which were perfectly rational,
and could have been shown to be so hm\ liberty of reply
been allowed. As this patient had never before been under
alienist care this examination was grossly illegal, for in
these cases the law strictly limits such excursive investiga-
tion to two vears. In another instance one of these same
Commissioners visited singly, and, in order to secure the
usual odds of two to one against the patient, insisted on the
owner's presence throughout the so-called private interview
with the alleged lunatic, This I believe is also illegal. On
this occasion the most atrocious falsehoods were told, and
utmost unfairness shown: but what chance would the
patient ever have of substantiating such a charge or obtain-
ing redress 7 For one really appalling fact should be noticed
here. Not only is the patient never allowed to have an
impartial witness of the Commigsioners’ conduct or mis-
conduct at these examining interviews, but there seems
literally ¥o tribunal to receive a charge against these gentle-
men. On one occasion a very foul-mouthed and foul-
minded Commissioner most grossly insulted a modest,
well-behaved patient. On the following day she wrote a
eomplaint of this treatment to the then Chancellor, Lord
Hatherley, and was referred, by his lordship’s command, to
the Commissioners in Lunacy !

We see, therefore, that these Commissioners are absolute,
that they present that extraordinary spectacle, an antocratic
power in a free country, baving no check whatever but an
oath, enforced by no sanction but their own congcience. 1t
is, therefore, important to see how far that sanction is
effective. ln general terms the Commissioners’ oath binds
them “diligently and discreetly” to administer the lunacy
laws, and therefore, of course, to prevent incarceration of
the sane, suppression of letters without due cause, and all
otber malpractices. They also swear to be free from all
pecuniary interest in madhouses. We will first consider
their conduet in that most important particular, the corre-
spondence of patients. For it is clear that liberty of corre-
z:endenee would tend greatly to prevent both wrongful
letention and ill-usage. The nation's will in this particular
is expressed in 25 and 26 Vie, ¢. 100, and runs thug:—

el ‘;m letter written by a private patient shall be for-
P - ¢ d to the person to whom it is addressed, unless the
S, -'<md:nt prohibit the forwarding of such letter by
~ en thereon, and every letter so endorsed must be

',‘,Mbdm the visitors or Commisgioners at their next visit.
- Any superintendent failing to lay such letters before Com-
‘missic or visitors, or being privy to the detention by
‘other person of any letter detained in contravention of
‘section, is to incur a penalty not exceeding £20.” The
ion of Parliament, then, evidently is that, as a rule,
ients should not be gagged, but allowed to tell their own
and get help and comfort from without. Tt is deeply

b regretted any discretionary power of suppression is
I anyone, 1or no communication from a real Junatic
; mwi: w or do muech harm, whereas this

esgion is franght with danger to the whole

I propose presently to analyse this
m well, 18" we go along, to

of unconstitutionally blind trust
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reposed in him,  Observe, the superintende
to lay all delayed letters before  the C«mm»i-...i iy,
visitors,  What these are to do, if anything, 1,,.”“"[""“ o
ab  them, the Act sayeth not. In my eqy ‘;r,.., Iy
misgioners, for it was they who viaifw{ an 1hiy ,"’ "nu._
; ; % Gtegn

appear to have decided the problum 'by (_'h-\,w-,.] ety o,
up my letters, gratuitonsly or otherwise, into 1k, h,“' ly
the parties they could most beoefit, and figy, “:"lwh o
nhou!(l have been most anxious to keep them, Ty, oy

applies to one letter addressed to my Londoy,
containing lists of witnesses to sanity, and i"“*“'lu.'ti:,,,,‘
to proceed for my liberation.  To investigate g, Mt
that led to the suppression or mig-sending of this !:“'.
would be childish indeed. There could be but . At
and that so palpably a eriminal one that, though 1, "
was written shortly before the Commissionepy vl
doubted for a long time if these your servants m.,‘],l'l,','_'
been privy to its BUPPression. T doubt no longey ,','“"
You shall know why presently.  Tmperfectly as ), ‘Af’"
provides for the ultimate disposal of condemued Jogy,, "
one point we have seen it is very explicit—all wye), |,.|'h"
are to be shown to the visitors.  Now all this fime {) l"-
letters were being tampered with, I had 1o suspicioy H',.,:"'.
of. The superintendents allowed me to write, tley ,,;,;;
the Act as proof that my letters must go as directed, o
artfully implied that the absence of answers was due 4,
position; in fact, that friends might bear from Ly |
write to restrained persons without special permission, o
in November, 1870, about midway between two inspeeis,
1 wrote a letter which it was of vital importance 4
should reach its destination untampered with, T sealid
and myself delivered it to the posting agent; yet withi, |
week 1tg contents were known to a prerson nna(-qnaix.e‘,'
with him to whom the letter was addressed, and why |
believe, never received it. Now here was a clear infrad,
even of the letter of the law, yet what say your Lug
Commissioners to such?  We shall see.  In November
after my cruel failure in Queen’s Beneh, T brought 1o 4,
Commissioners’ notice the suppression of all my lat,
and specially of this golicitor’s letter, and also the insen.
of falsehoods in the certificates and reports.  Now, as Pu,
ment, constitutes every such falschood a misdemeano, |
considered there were ample grounds for a prosecutio ¢
the superintendents, and urged that course on the (i
missioners,  Mark their reply. They do not urge the
are no falschoods, or that this solicitor’s letter is a chimm
the pet delusion of a mad brain, but simply state the &
guch misdemeanours, in such infractions of the natind
will, they “see no reason to prosecute.” What is this bus
avowal that this solicitor’s letter, which, if rightly sent, nuw
bave led to my rescue, was mis-sent or suppressed vil
their sanction, the lies inserted to colour my detentin
concocted with their assistance and approval; or that i
dare not prosecute guilty superintendents, and are pledgd
to wink at all malpractices that are not forced on the publ
eye by a coroner’s inquest or other accident?  And althos
such matters are apt to be overlooked till attention &
strongly called to them, I think you will, on reflection,
perceive that it must be so, or that the superintendents
so exempt from the frailties incidental to humanity, the
the nation might save the money it spends in inspeetic:
their houses. Ior, among all the prosecutions recorded &
the newspapers, who ever saw one by the Commissioners &
Liunacy for ‘breach of the lunacy laws? Account for it
you will, ladies and gentlemen, that the lunacy laws @
daily trampled on, the following facts will show. In o
of my prisons the matron was a remarkably calm !
eminently practical lady, and one of the most high-prise
pled and amiable women I ever met. She became uf
friend then, and is my friend still. Her control in ¥
house was supreme. There were  suoicidal and vioks
patients, and no resident medical supervisor or other perst®
in authority. Yet, till within a short time of her instals
tion in this responsible post, this lady had been inearcersts
for three years as a lunatic in the same establishment! He
atory, as far as 1 know it, is this, Her husband disliked her
and shut her up as insane in some house beyond the pale i
ingpection. e died, and t.l'nerg,-l)y, it secms, the widow &
um‘or the exclusive control of Government. At the earne
solicitation of a relative, the Commissioners removed her©
this madhouse, which was more accessible.  According ¥
her own story, which I fully believe, she was pprfvrﬂ.‘
rational when she arrived, and continued so without inte
ruption. While paying £200 a-year as paticnt, she v

.
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1 AL
to act as a kind of amateur matron, and entrusted

gl the ¢h f lunatics both in and out of doors; vet
b ommissioners in Lunacy kept her incarcerated for
whole horrible ygars! They wantonly, as it seems,
{hree years out of her life, _fmd destroyegl her soclz}l
-jon for ever! And yet when cireumstances n}ducgd this
l"ﬁ; wronged lady to accept the sgpgmntendent s offer and
127 ¢n as a head matron, the Commissioners expressed their
e satisfaction at finding the real maniacs in such good
c‘-‘m’s: Now there must have been TERRIBLE CRIME or gross
pat ropriety here. Either this pure, clever, amiable woman
i‘“g pever been insane at all, or, at any rate, not for many
¢ . and then a crime was committed before which murder
17 and becomes merey in proportion as the mind is nobler
l‘,“l‘n the body, or there was the utmost impropriety in plac-
?“, 4 lunatic of seven or eight years’ standing in such a post
21 have described after a brief probation. In another
# Jhouse I learnt from sane inmates that the previous oc-
¥ it of my room had been perfectly recovered some time
‘"“ﬁ,n» leaving. Did the Commissioners liberate her? Oh, no.
~¢ gentlemen rarely liberate. This poor lady was another
etim of marital hate, and many months afterwards I learnt
o WS still in :‘mo§her madhouse, and, wondrous to rela'_te,
il same.  Again, in my last madhouse—and. I gladly seize
i< second opportunity of saying that, in comparison with
e others, 1t was as Abdiel among the rebel hosts of
-D{,:,yen—there was a fair young girl pertaining to the highest
weial grade brought there from another madhouse, where,
s I was most credibly informed, she had been kept half
wied and continually chained to the floor. The Commis-
guers knew it. Was the keeper prosecuted? Oh, no!
ind now I will adduce two more instances, darker than any
of the preceding, inasmuch as from first to last they were
wth in wilful deliberate contravention of law on the part of
wour Commissioners : a contravention which, incredible as it
may seem, your judges participate in by subsequent approval.
The first outrage was wrought on a friend of my own ; and
I pledge my honour for the literal truth of the narration.
This Jady had never been insane, but the relation she lived
yith had a recurrent delusion that his companion was mad.
This delusion was known to the family medical attendant,
\  god treated by him as utterly croundless, but as also incur-
. Under its influence the patient had once—twenty
vars before—got his companion certified a lunatic, and
smost sueceeded in shutting her up: but she got scent of
the plot in time, and, with the aid of friends, frustrated its
execution. At last he really suceeeded, got certificates on false
pretences from two practitioners ignorant of his monomania,
and lodged this sane lady in a madhouse. Mark the
“quel, only please remember the date I have mentioned
s that of the previous attempt twenty years before. On
the Commissioners’ first visit my friend told them her story
s she had before told it to the superintendent, and referred
iem in corroboration to the medical man aware of her
{e‘lative's delusion, and to the friends who had aided her on
e previous ocecasion. What said the Commissioners ?
Prctically their reply was, ¢ We have you, and mean
 keep you:” and keep her they did in most terrible
suffering and privation, but in uninterrupted sanity for a
Jar or more. On seeing her papers, she found the follow-
fflf.' informality. To the printed and preseribed question,
“When and where under previous treatment ?” the answer
% returned,  Has for twenty vears been constantly under
f?f'atmeut " no specification of time, place, or superin-
]‘_:idf:nt. Observe the coincidence of date here with the
i ‘?}:1‘ strong outbreak of the same delusion as manifested
m,&_e futile attempt at incarceration : remember the Com-
-y ioners knew «ll these data, and then say what manner
_rm“‘““ must these be to have so pandered to the poor
_maniac’s fancies, and allowed this document to pass
«:i:z:r’ even had there been in it no other invalidating
N '.""it{{lt‘e_. But if was further stated in this certificate that
g h:ms liberty was no source of danger either to herself
l “ }-j"_t-_"" -\t:\\‘, I am advised that in 1859 a great case,
cher v, Flotcher,” was tried in Queen’s Bench before

it Camphell and Justices Wightman, Cro d

§ il o poell and Jusfices ightman, : rompton, an
ot 7490 ruled that by the common law of England it is

Y 8 peps B 7 J danc o hers th
ea l”'l Fson of un:sugnd'nuud and dangerous to others that
e “'n:"«htmmml of his h.berty, :m'd t_hgt “it would be meost
o -“} to the liberty of the s_ub.]ec; to suppose that every
gt s omsound mind is liable to be looked on as a
et, as L showed you, the Commissioners did

"ﬂt

Or

—_—

this whole case, together with this worthless informal eertifi-
cate, was laid officially before your Lord Chief Justice
Cockburn and his wvrBaNe Brommer Brackscry, who
judicially exonerated the Commissioners from blame.

One more specimen of Whitehall administration you shall
have, and that must be the last of this deseription. The
case is my own, so you have it on the best authority, In
September, 1870, 1 being quite sound in mind, and fairly so
in body, was suddenly pounced on by an able-bodied female,
and invited to accompany her to Brislington Proprictary
Madhouse, which L didl. Of course then, and as long as |
continued engaoled, I could only guess vaguely at the
contents of my certificates, but I know them now. In
common with many, I almost fancy most of such documents,
they acknowledge me perfectly harmless; but one doctor
certified somebody had told him I called myself a medium,
and said 1 could *“only write as God moved my fingers,”
which I never did say; and another doctor certified iy
landlady told him she had been frightened by my ringing my
bell for a light after 1 was in bed, and asking her to see if
some animal had not got into my room; and then hoth doctors
certified (from their own observation this) that I talked
rather fast, which, under the circumstances, is, after all,
possibly true. Now, ludicrous as this may seem, remember
it is no joking matter ; that on these and such grounds as
these your Commissioners in Lunacy sanctioned the infliction
of eighteen months’ horrible, heart-breaking, slavish misery.
It is true some thought the grounds inadequate, and =0 one of
the superintendents inserted in his report a foul, false, crush-
ing calumny, which calumny it pleased the Commissioners
afterwards to disseminate! On liberation I instrueted solici-
tors to prosecute for defamation, but here the marriage ban
stopped the way, and secured immunity to the cowardly
slanderers. In January, 1871, about four months after
capture, and nearly as long after my superintendent, Dr. Fox,
had declared me on probation only, a very dear friend came to
reside in London, and so strongly petitioned that I might be
within reach of her, that my removal to Hanwell was agreed to.
But here a new difficulty arose, which I cannot explain better
than by an extract from my friend’s letter. * My dearest
Loui, I am most anxious you should go to Hanwell, and I
told Dr. Fox how much I wished it; but he both told wme
and wrote he was in a difficult position, for he could not give
you a certificate as a lunatic, though he thought it very
desirable you should still be some weeks very quiet. He
then rushed off to the Commissioners in a great hurry, and
wrote me word they had decided you had better stay at
Brislington till Lady Day ;" which would have completed
my six months’ incarceration—the shortest period it seems
to me for which alienists care to take a fare. Now,
please mark this carefully. In January, 1871, the end
of the following March was the latest period assigned for my
liberation by the Commissioners, and that on the sr-parte state-
ment of my then gaoler. Nobody pretends that from the first
to last I ever uttered an irrational word, orfor a single moment
belied the character given me by my first attendant surgeon,
that of bheing an amiable and inoffensive perscn. How is
it, then, my captivity and restraint were prolonged till the
end of March, 1872? How? Who can answer but the
Commissioners ? and I much fear these gentry will still
deem discretion the better part of wvalour, and shroud
this dark transaction in impenetrable secrecy, best for
the country and THEMSELVES. No particle of light can
I throw on the matter. On receipt of my friend’s letter,
and Dr. Fox's own assurance that he would nef sign
the papers for my transfer, I immediately wrote to the
Commissioners, strongly urging that Dr. Fox's avowal of
my sanity entitled me to lberation, which I aceordingly
demanded. After a time came the answer that the Com-
missioners had now directed my transfer to another (and, as
it proved, far more rigorous) madhoise. to which they had
me removed in February, 1571, without any previous
interview or inquiry. Now I do say it behoves the country
to learn how and why this transfer was eflfected. Not for a
moment do I helieve that Dr. Fox voluntarily abetted it.
He would gladly have kept me himself: but when it was
settled I should leave him, I believe he honestly wished me
to be free. On the eve of my departure he told me himsalf,
“ They have not a leg to stand on.” How, then, was it
done? Did the Commissioners waive the formalities required
by law? or did they compel Dr. Fox to sizn papers he had
repeatedly declared he could not sign cousci-ttiously ? The

hig -2

trM:';‘l].\' 0 look on this their vietim, but ernelly and pro-

ligh br:) Severed her from home and children, and well |
Ught her with sorrow to the grave. Subsequently |

L5

moral courage of resisting any great pressure from the
Commissioners cannot be expected of any superintendent,
as these gentlemen are specially empowered to withdraw

.
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licenses without assigning any reason. And this was not | allude to foul habits, bad drainage, and ins‘m*
the only, to me, unintelligible transfer. After a few months | lation. I once wrote to_ the Commissioners in Ly, ""m‘
they moved me on again, and so kept me incarcerated till | follows,—necessarily I withhold the date

g,
: : g i 4 Gent]emr_}'%
the eve of an impending inquisition, when they sent me | My health is and has long been suffering so sevepe), .,
out with concomitants far more galling and humiliating than

: the bad drainage here, that if you do not contempl. ":.»\,

those of a ticket-of-leave conviet.  No official examination | speedy enlargement, I must beg your kind infmﬁfr,:':l" i,
or interview preceded this exit from incarceration, and as I)rm:m:n sanitary improvements here or my rnmr,‘.a]”’i i
to the last moment T openly avowed, and without the | healthier spot. A garden-pond near the house l‘l‘,l;ni,":\‘
smallest modification, the opinions for which alone the | large amount of house sewage, and the effluvium th:-r:"--
Commissioners had declared me insane, I think we are |is, in certain atmospheric conditions, pestilential, ()“'r“f.
justitied in saying that a fouler transaction than my incar- | door arrangements are also so bad 1 should Jong apg 1
coevation never, even in the corruptest period of English | laid them before the distriet officer had it been l’”h"ai},,”"
history, disgraced any publie servants. communicate with him.” Of this letter no notice wyg y, b
So mueh for official prevention of eriminal incarceration ; | and the low feverishness I then contracted hung ilbr,,'.t,m
now for official “discretion ™ in the supervision of proprietary | till 1 left. The smell alluded to was so bad as oftey, 4,
madhouses. A part of my inecarceration was spent in a | us from that portion of the grounds, and though 1 4, "
very large house, adapted for 200 patients of both sexes. | the side of the house farthest from the pond, I haye },
New-comers  suffered there intensely from want of sleep, | rise in the night and shut my window to keep out 4 ol
through the quick succession of noises through the might. | of the intolerable odour. The indoor arrangements nl!'s’,t’
At nine o'clock the patients were taken to their cells and | to were too foul and filthy for description; but of the y; -
locked in with a harsh, grating jail-lock that irvitated every | hall sanitary standard you may judge by this: to y, -~
nerve.  Half an hour afterwards this musical operation | sonal knowledge the Cmnmissione.rs Iu:«_:mu(l a New :
was performed twice to see if' the eandle was out, and an | building as the residence of five or six patients without -
hour after that twice more to admit the night-keeper, who | closet accommodation for them all than a dark cuphogy
might be, and in my case was, a good snorer. It is true, | the bath-room. 1In no other madhouse did I ever s
that in virtue of being warranted safe and free from vice, 1 | disregard of cleanliness and purity as in this, which we
had the option of dispensing with the night-keeper, and so I | now designate Pond Iall ; but everywhere there is fz
did, till accidentally discovering that under no possible | much contempt of sanitary laws. In one very large},
cmergency of danger or illness could assistance or egress | the closets, without ventilation, were inte.rs'pcrsr-tl with 4
ba obtained before the morning rounds, I thought it unwise | bedrooms, and I have seen a wealthy idiot inhabitiy,
to sleep alone.  Very early in the winter mornings an [ room made, by an adjoining closet, unendurably offe
atrociously loud call-bell was rung, whereupon the night- | Ventilation, as a rule, is wutterly neglected. In 4
keepers arose, lighted their candles, and prepared for their | last described house, with its numerous closets
housework.  OF course this necessitated a few more per- | numberless patients, many of them personally offens,
formances of the great lock trick, which was repeated | no breath of fresh air ever entered the passages ez,
at intervals till breakfast time; however, its stridency was | through the momentary opening of an outer d.
then partly drowned by the shrieks, songs, and cries of the | All light came from skylights. I do not think they s,
neighbouring maniacs, startled into activity by the bell. | made to open, at any rate they never were opened during .
Giood walkers went out twice a day in gangs under one or | nine or ten weeks I was in the house. At Pond Hally,
more keepers : but those too rabid or too weak for such | bedroom windows only opened a very few inches at bott,
expeditions exercised in a walled court. Several were | consequently the rooms never felt fresh and heal;
turned out together and locked in without supervision or | Another practice there that I think inexcusable consider:
control of any kind. No accident happened in my time, | the sums paid, from £400 per annum upwards for e
but the language was horrible, and quarrels frequent. | patient, was that of never varying our hours of exercs
Another most reprehensible practice, in my opinion, was | summer or winter. If it rained at the appointed hourw
suffering the keepers to exhibit their patients in the strait | were deprived of our walk, nor did we ever taste the swe
waisteoat to newly-arrived servants as a raree show. Ihave | morning air of the dog-days, except through the nams
good grounds for believing this was a common practice, and | window slits. TLet the sun blaze as he might, his fiexs
certainly a most injurious one ; it conjured up in those poor | noontide rays must be encountered : and why? Beeas
diseased brains visions of encircling fiends rejoicing in their | no single exclusively alienist attendant was kept for th
torments, and also a rooted sense of inhumanity in their | patients; only three ordinary servants, who attended ¢
guardians.  Another needless eruelty I consider to be the | them in the intervals of their other work, and who col
coercion of ladies by men; in the asylum I am now speaking | not possibly have got through their multifarious duties Iz
of it was the received practice. On alady’s becoming excited, | any other contrivance than perfect regularity. In th
if male keepers were acecidertally present, they would rush | same house cold was also a source of suffering. A the
up and lay hold of her. T know of one case where a young | mometer, hanging over the dining-room fireplace, not w-
girl, whose only infirmity I believe was an inordinate | frequently registered 42 degs. as we sat at breakfast, ad
penchant for male society, escaped to a madhouse in the | at such times not even the chilliest and weakest paties
vicinity. She was left there a few hours, and in the | were allowed fire in their bedrooms. Stringent regulatios
evening a young and very rakish-looking male keeper was | existed also against large fires in the day-wards, and as o
sent alone to feteh her back. I believe, though of this I | of these, that which I inbabited, faced to the north, we wes
cannot feel sure, that men were employed to put the strait | often very miserable. The standing orders for the refectors
waistcoat on ladies, who were thus exposed to them naked | were that the fire, always very small, should die a naturl
or nearly so. My informant was not quite sound-minded ; | death directly after supper. As I never supped, this ril
she suffered from erroneouns anatomical views, but, as on all | did not affect me, but L have seen others suffer cruelly fron
other points she was perfectly rational, I am inclined to |it. Now what I ask you to remember in connection wit
believe her story had at any rate good foundation. Tt was |all this is, that the Commissioners are bound to investig
this. One day a very coarse and violent attendant (whom 1 | all such matters, to find out how a house is soverned, ther
myself once saw strike this patient) tore off the lady’s linen | fore they here cither neglected this duty of investigation, or
in a fit of passion, then went and reported her violent and | that of interference in the patient’s behalf. No difficulty
ungovernable, whereupon a doctor, porter, and another man | whatever existed in the way of finding out the truth: to sy

came in, foreed her into a strait waistcoat, and, by some | nothing of my notes, which were heartily at their servie
means she eould not quite describe, hoisted her off the floor.

0 dy

there were plenty in that house who would, T believe, haw
; They afterwards threw her partially clothed into a cold cell, | given an honest representation of the treatment we expe |
g and left her there till she was half dead with cold and priva- | rienced. In general T found madhouse diet fairly good and ’
’ tion. Now treatment more iniquitously unsuited to this | sufficient, but a dietary I kept for three weeks at Pond Hal

patient than any approach to the above, could not be. She
was one of the most delicate and refined women I ever met,
not only delicate in mind, but frail in bodily organisation.
Vler agonies of outraged modesty at the remembrance of the
"~ above incident were sad indeed to witness.

~ Reprehensible as are the abuses I have mentioned, there
ave others yet worse, becwmu sometimes life-long in_their
ill effects, and which prevailed more or less in every house
I was in, with the single exception already made. I

shows that in the lunacy trade, as in others, exorhiian
profits sometimes increase the greed of gold unduly. The
facts that joints of meat, accidentally tainted by the intens
heat, were served up again and again till conswned, ever
when the more rational could not touch them, and th!
pienic biscuits, bits ot: toast, and such luxuries, were ('ulr'nhwi
out one per head. will give you a fair general idea of th
style of housekeeping. e
Again, ladies and gentlemen, I say, ponder these things:
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AN AUSTRALIAN SPIRITUALIST AT CAVENDISH ROOMS.
| knaw the extent of the movement in which they are

0 : \ g :

» the successes which have attended it in various
w%g: m‘b nk they would be encouraged theraby, -u;d
z\"" lh.umﬂ‘ vigorous efforts in proseouting the work of Spiri-

These remarks spooially apply to that portion of the Rritish
colonies situated imwediately on the opposite sido of our globe,
Retweon tho Spiritualista of that distant region and those of this
countey very little publio communication has transpired. Letters and
PONEpA are oooasionally received by private individuals, extracts
o which now and then find their way into print, but a represontative of
spiriualism has not, as far as wo know, delivered his message bofore a
lomdon audionce. ARar Sunday evening next this cannot any Io;:far
bo #aid, for on that evening De. Richavdson, just arvived from Moel-
ponrne, will give a nareative of the state of the cause in Vietoria, Ime
mediately betore De. Richardson's doparture, Mr. Pecbles had por-
formed & successful mission in the colony ; and the advoeaay of the ft«nv.
Mr. Tyorwan, a Churoh-ofEngland minister who embraced Spiritual.
s, had oreated considerabla exoitoment.  Dr, Richardson is alveady
kuown Lo our readers as the author of a letter which wo published up-
vards of & year ago, and whioh excited a great dogree of attention.
Wo hope he will be welcomed by a full room, and we can in anticipa-
tion promisa those who attend a rich treat for their trouble. Caven-
dish Rooms are situated in Mortimer Streot, Wells Street, Oxford
Street, and service commences at seven o'cloek.

e Y

THE CONTEMPLATED EXCURSION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
To the Editor,—Dear Sir,—The Marylobone Assoaiation of Inquirers
into Spiritualism at its late quarterly meeting adoptod as one of its
itema to be taken into consideration **an excursion of Spiritualists into
the sountry,”  As T was present on that inviting oocasion, and had the
easure ol associating my ideas with others for the consummation of
object, 1 deem a further suggestion bearing on the same thome
through the “medinm " of your excellent Mrnrva will not be unaccept-
able. On Sunday, through the influence of one of the committea of
management of the People’s Garden, Willesden, 1 was favoured with a
“permit " to view this rustio vetreat. With many others, I had
known of this pleasurable resort only by name, and was profoundly
ignorant of its many attraotions, It is no merit to conceal its perfectly
unorthodox character, as nothing could be more heterodox and, perhaps,
obnovious on the ™ Lord's day” to the general weal of the **unco’
qid,“ or rigid Sabbatarian,  But to men who hold oreed ns sacred as
the “divine right of kings” it offers many and varied charms.
Situated on 8 grand natural eminence, it possesses a commanding view
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Institution under the following eiroumstances. The
square table, Me, Egerton an
towards the east, Mrs. Burns the opposite end, My,

3256

=

DAYBREAK.

= —py - -

MR. FEGAN-EGERTON IN LONDON,

On Tuesday evening this gentleman gave a seance at the Spiritual

4 company sat at a

Miss Wooderson ossupying the end

A Weeks and Me.

Kingsloy on the side towards the south, and Me, Jackson and Mr.

Burns opposite.  The striotest test conditions were adopted, Mr.

Kgevton asking repeatedly whother hands touched, or were held all

round.  Almost as soon as the light was out vigorous movements of

the table occurred, and soon the voice of the spirt *“ Jack Todd ™ was

heard distinetly by all, and bis form was seen by the seers.  Ho was in

romarkable good humour, and his fiest memorable uttoranes, olose to

Mr. Burns's oar, was, “ Burns, you are a brick ;" and to Mes. Burns,

“You are a briokess.” He spoke encouragingly of the state of affairs

in connection with the progress of the Spiritual Institution, and offersd

his services to baok up any offorts necossary to sustain justion and

eficioncy in ita operations. e then went over towards Mr, Weoks,

who sat at the south-east corner of the table, and therelore at the

groatest possible distance from the medium.  [ndeed, during the whola

ovening the spirit-voice was not heard near Mr. Fgerton st all, but at

the opposite end of the table. * Jaok Todd ™ hiss a deep, mellow bass

voice, and he can artioulate very distinetly.  He spoke very softly to

Mr, Woeks, enjoining passivity of mind, when the names of Mr. Weeks's

two wives and father were given, The spirits thus named were seen

standing behind Mr. Weeks. While the cirole sang * Hand in hand

with angels " ** Jack Todd ™ joined with them vigorously, and in perfect
unison, His deep, mellow voioe seemed to absorb and harmonise all
the other voices. The voices of two other spirits were also heard sing-
ing with him. “Jack Todd’s " conversation was alternated with that of
“Silas Wade,” a very jocular spirit, who spoke with a decided Yankeo
accent, and acknowledged the faet that America had been his carthly
dwelling-place, The seers, in alluding to him, said he was not so
portly built as “Jack Todd,” when it was remarked by another sitter
that the ‘ down.easters™ were not famous for corpulency. * Silas
Wade " drily replied,  No, they are fed on the smell of an olly mg.”
By quaint sayings and witty repartee he kept up the joke in a remark-
ably hilarious manner. Mr. Jackson is from Dublin, and be invited
« Jack Todd " to pay a visit to that oity. In a true Irish acosnt * Jack ™
tantalised Mr. Jackson by refusing; and. whon charged with being an
Irishman himself, from the correctuess of his brogue, he said, * 1 am
indeod a son of the sod, and am proud to own it”  His impersonation
of the Irishman was extremely amusing, and Mr, Jackson replied to
him in such & humorous and good-natured manner that the celloguy
provoked hearty laughter. * Silas Wade's " personation of the American
was equally perfect and entertaining,

of “waste and woodland ™ stretebing for many miles. The grounds |
are tastofully decorated, and eoxhibit signs of good horticaltural
architeoture ; and the ball for refreshment and concert is spacious and
well adapted for exeursions and loctures.  For those fond of limb and

The guitar on the table was freely handled and thrummed,  The tubes
were used on the heads of the sitters, and on cue cosasion the voice of
the spirit ** James Lombard " was heard to speak a fow words; and
when his presence was acknowledged by a sitter bis head was 1mme-
diately tapped with the tube in recognition. ** James Lombard ™ is the

musele there are & gymnasium and many oroquet lawns, a oricket area,
and the usual appliances which make up the sam-total of **a place to |
wead o happy \\.«_\-." But besides these many attractions, there is a

dancing and promenade platform, reputed to be the largest in the |
world—even more extensive than the one at Amsterdam, lts ercetion

cost eloven hundred pounds. 1 need not say that the band displays |
considerable ability, its aivs being judiciously selected and most
elovating,  We listened to its many variations with delight, and
rgretted its olose for the evening, Our generous guide, Me. Stead-
man, entered nto s firee and manly statoment of affaira, Ho told of
the many **ills they had borne™ in its inauguration, their financial
unsucvoss, whioh appear incidental to the introduction of such
schemes ; but that now, under tho present management, a bright
future was at hand. The nett exponses were forty pounds weekly.
With o general patrovage, the sum could bo met, and a fair dividend |
declared in favour of the sharcholders, '

I am persuaded that the ex- |
carsion committee will do well to consider this resort in their pro-
gramme of holiday retreats, and that Spirituslists generally will do
better it they initiate themselves with tho movement, Lot them not
only consider their own poersonal delight, but associnte with it the ’
idea of missionary enterpriso, and soleot * The People’s Gardon,” Old |
Oak Common, Willesden, as one of tho scones of their prosolytism,
tHsrortovs,

[Mr, White, seoretary of the committee, desives us to announce that
the Spivitualists’ féte will, in all probability, be held at the People's
Gardons alluded to above.,  We are also requested to say that a meeting |
will ba held at the Spiritual Institution, 15, Southampton Row, on |
Monday ovening, to whioh the leading Spiritualists, partioularly the |
mpresontatives of organisations, are invited to conter with the com- |
miitee as to the best method ol carrymg out arrangements for the fite, |
The committen respectfully urge the attendance of all who desire to |
promote united sotion amongst London Spirvitualists, and get ap a sue- |
oessful domonstration.——Hn, M.]

M Coawan’s Instirumon, = At this plase, 15, St Doter's Road
Mile Eod, Me. Harper will deliver tho weekly lecture on Wednesday |
evining next, at x‘ig‘\l. o'oloek, '

Beay,.—On Sunday nest, July 27th, two addeesses will bo delivered |
in & teanca state by Mr, J, Morse, of London, in the Happy Howe |
Temperanca Hall, Taylor Street, Bury,  Morning, half-past 10 o'slook | |
Mernoon, hallipast 2 o'elock. ‘

Hatraxo—Two lectures will be delivered in the Hall of Freadom, on
Sunday ¢ in the afternoon by Me. A D. Wilson, and {a the evening by |
Miss Longbottom, whe will speak under spirit indluence, Servioes to
oommenacs at the usual time,

!

ahout twice & week, for investigation, At our oirole the sitters aco wy

own family and the medium, a boy of thivteen ; but theee others are in our singing,

| as an attempt o convey to the reader any ides of

ship

WOte = O Nunday ovening last 1
Brousguovie—There nro some six cirolos in this town, eseh meoting | this gontloman at a private bouse in Upper Norwowd,
wore distinotly heard, one wale sud the other

controiling spirit of Mr. Kingsley. [

Powerful perfumes were given several times without any hquid
accompaniment, which exvited plentiful exclamations of gratitude and
satisfaction from the sitters, Mr. Burns sad he would be glad if the
spirits could bring some ohject fram the front room, when almest
immediately a fossi] from the front-room mantelshel! touched his hand,
and was found on the table after the seanoe.

The amount of power at disposal was something enormous, vel
nothing violent ocoursed, and to the seers the room .-\ppf\arcd brightly
iluminated. High up behind the medium appeared an 1n~e_-;\:‘.nr‘ mnse
of light, which was scon by all.  This was the work of “Jack Todd.
During the movement of the objects a stout iron ring which lay on the table
foll on the floor between Mr, Jackson and Mr. Burns, Towanvia the ciose
of the sitting Mr, Egerton was entrancod, his hands being still held by
the sittors on cach side of him,  In this state the ehair was taken from
under him by the spirvits, and plsced upon the table. I s vhen
somowhat convulsed, as was also other mo.s-.nms present, ¢ wd all at onee
tho ring, which had been upon the floor at somo disiance from the
medinm, was found t0 bo upon Me. Jackson's arm W l-.:c‘n heid 1)1.- hand
of My, Bgorton. The spimi, through the medinm, uzeu _Mcla::m\iﬂ
“ Hero is a faot for solontifie men to axplain. Here is God's truth, sand

‘ somothing which the mind of wan has not yet fathomed——matier passing

through matter.” The guitar was then taken up, and an attompt waa

made to hang it to the window-curtain, but it was ultimately placed on

the floor. Tlearty blessings from **Jack Podd." and AR exprossion of his

determination to extend his medium’s sphore of uselulness, brought the
S2aNnee Lo a termnatien, ‘ !

In giving this report we are deeply impws&\d \\'\‘:b its shortoomings

& what ceourred ad that

.;uahﬁ.‘:\: ron, that 3 was one of the muost

seance,  Wo may say, without 3 N
astounding, agrecable, and satistactory seances we v\or\:\!zx"‘-m\-- e
test conditions were absolutely unassalable ho phenomena were

powerful, distinet, and unmistakably spisitoal.  No violenoe vor dis-
agreeable actions ocourred, The personality of (he spiriis in their
conversation and manifestations was well marked; and lhc:r‘wkos and
conduet, thowgh highly entortaining, wepe 1 BO respast alisasive <
rude.  Altogethor we think it inexplivable that & gentleman eudowed
with Mr, Egerton's medinmistio .panic.\:inws should not be fully oocu-
pied 1 doing the great work whieh he s so well sapable of portisanag
}or Spiritualism,  Sooieties, conferences, commilioos, and meetings, sink
into witer insignificance when balanced with suoh vare gifts of wediums

-
W

Me, Egorton has given a number of seauoos duripng his visit t©
London : vespeoting one of them we have meeivad the following
Wad piesent At 8 sy with
Pwo vokes
(aaatey  Joining

A rose was beought to the table and then taken up

alo mediumistio,  The spivit of & Gorman dootor spoaks thrn\:ﬁ'h the [ Anin and pluoked o pleces, tho leaves being sattored over w lady

wadium in broken Knglish,  Wa have wumerons vaps and spivie-lights, |
Ml tanos are papped out so correatly as to be recognisable, A luminous

was weon on the wall a fow ovonings sgo, which we were told | tube, which lay on the table, was caeried abost
voterat Spiritualists, with the
boon at a seanvo before,”

:I;.u?la“ the eoutrolling spirits endeavouring to make himsel visible. l

vresonl al tho oirele.  Sowme water was alvo sprinkied on one gentlowan,

Maost of the members of the orole were [‘\:t’.‘h‘cd saveml Lmes, and a

? ALl prosout weora
oxeoption of ane gentieman who had not
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MR. HERNE IN WALES.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I beg to send you an necount of a few of
the chief manifestations which have oceurred here through the medium-
ship of Mr. Herne, and I am happy to say he is giving general satisfac-
tion to those who are investigating Spiritunlism. First, I must tell you
1 strietly confine the namber to eight persons, and to thoroughly watisly
all the sitters that there is no collusion, or confederacy at work, he
changes positions to all the four corners of the table, the company
retaining the same seats ; it also affords each person an opportunity of
getting o test by contaet with the sphere of the medium. Ilo remaing
with us a fow more days to satisfy the growing interest that is awakening
in the minds of the Llanellyites. :

The usual phenomena are these—ringing of bells ; playing of tam-
bourine, violin, concerting, &ec., while floating; winding up and floating
of musical-box avound the room, and poising it on heads of sitters.
Thae size of box is 204 inches by 74 inches, and the weight 20 lbs., no
small weight for * psyehic foree” to play with. Once the comb was
played on as if finger nails were lifting the teeth, and another time it
was set going and stopped at every two notes, We have had direct
writing twice, once on a slate, “CGod is love; ™ and at my request
# Peter " wrote on a eard, to hang up in the seance room, the following,
“ Be of good joy for God’s work. T am * Peter.,'” At the conclugion of
each word he kept tapping the table with the pencil, as if to gather
power. The chair-test 13 a common one; and once a large, heavy arm-
ohwir was put on a sitter’s arm, by passing it on between the arm and
seat of chair, the chair being brought from end of room. Iron rings,
and a ourtain ring, which I bad bought at an ironmonger's, and was
marked by one of the company for the occasion, the size being, in
diameter, 24 inches, was put on Mr, Herne's wrist, a matler of tmpossi-
bality to get over the hand, especially as Mr. Horne's is a large one. It
remained on all night and next day. At the next seance I requested
¢ Peter ” to remove it, as it was an annoyance to the medium, He
instantly obeyed and threw it over my head to the floor, when a sitter
at the other end of the room requested it to be put in his hand, which
was done as soon as said, Yesterday, a few minutes after sitting,
* Katoy " the younger appeared, floating behind and at the side of the
medium, to the gratification of all, the room at the time being
sufficiently light for me to see all the company. She did not appear long,
owing, I think, to the sudden cessation of the singing on her appear-
ance, which, if it had been well persevered in, according to my experi-
ence, would no doubt have given her power. Sitters were tied up with
salvedge, which was lying on the table; the harmonium has been
frequently played ; lights have heen faintly seen by some of the company,
and at one seance forms were distinctly seen by all. A bottle of eau de
Cologne was taken from a gentleman’s pocket and emptied over the
eircle ; another time Mr. Herne was elongated and twice floated. He
has also given good tests by his clairvoyant powers. “ Peter” has also
done good work in the way of telling sitters what was only known to
themselves, and describing spirits. Dr. Herne also gave a good address
in the trance state; and “ Mesmer” controlled and described the diseases,
and cured two of the company who were suffering,

If anything more extraordinary than the above occurs I will send
you an account thereof. Mr. Herne will go to my father (Sturminster-
Newton) after leaving Wales, and will carry with him the good wishes
of those who have been sitting with him.—I am, yours faithfully,

J. Youxa,

6, Stepney Street, Llanelly, July 20th, 1873.

I omitted to state that “ Peter,” “ John,” and * Katey” held conver-
sation in the spirit-voice with the company at each seance.

PHYSICAL PHENOMENA AT BIRMINGHAM.

At a meeting of a section of the recently-formed Psychological
Association of this town on the 25th of June, at Mr. Sunderland’s,
photographer, Bull Street, a horse-shoe circle was formed, holding hands
at a distance from the table, the lady medium sitting at the bottom.
We bad not sat long before we were conscious of strong power ema-
nating from the sitters, as several at the circle were convulsively affected,
and showed signs of cataleptic hysteria; one gentleman on whom the
power acted so strongly as necessitated his being held forcibly to prevent
his doing himself harm, and the furniture of the room injury. These
manifestations took place under a moderately subdued light, and were
altogether painful to witness, seeming to have no elevating or refining
tendency for their object. I was about to leave, under the impression
that I had been in proximity with the shades of pandemonium, when
the hands of several present were placed on the table, which seemed to
possess a talismanic effect on that article of furniture, for it at once
poised itself on one claw, then on the other, with such rapidity as if
endeavouring toevade the laws of gravitation, which it finally did by rising
gracefully and jmajestically with an undulatory motion fwo and a half
feet from the floor, and thus floating three feet from its original position,
lighitly as a leaf alighted on the floor, at which unexpected phenomena
we were 50 amused and delighted as to simultaneously and impulsively
clap our hands with joy, at which encouragement our spirit-friends
seewed go elated as to show unmistakable signs of repeating the marvel,
which in a short time they did with interest ; for, o all our hands being
raised about seven inches from the table, it again poised itself on its
separate claws as if to gain motive power, and levitated with an undu-
lating graceful motion some fifteen inches in an opposite direction, and
deposited itself rather more audibly than before, about three feet from
whence it had uprisen. At this part the lateness of the hour compelled
us to leave our kind intelligences, who seemed inamood ko accommodat-
ing as to show u disposition to grant us whatever we might desire.

The above phenomena pale before the well-aceredited marvels
believed in by every unprejudiced investigating Spiritualist, with which
your pages teem ; but to us, twenty-one in number, brought home to
the individual experience of each, is of more value than reading a volunie
of narratives of a more startling character. Wit Prris,

312, Bridge Street West, Wells Strect, Hoclley.

Brunpn/s Great Diorama of Scotland will be at Tunbridge Wells
for one week, commencing July 28,
:

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

SEANCE AT MRS. MAKDOUGALL GREGORY'S,

A seance, which was in many respects unique, even if not ey
wounderful ammong the marvels of this wonder-workmg age, waa helj
on Tucsday evening, July 15th, at the residence of Mg, Makdougs)
Grregory, in CGireen Street, Grosvenor Square, The cirele was 4 an)a;|
ane, consisting, besides the hostess herself, of Miss Poyntz, Mr, Herbey
Noyes, Mr. Percival, Dr, Davies, Mr. Rouse, and the medium, 3,
Williams. A good deal of re-arrangement had to take place among 1,
gitters before proceedings commenced, when “John King” announes
himself in his well-known voice, accosting several of the circle wiy,
“How do you do?” &e.  Shooting lights were eeen for a short tin,
and a wmusical-box which had been placed on the table commenes
playing, the winding-up process being heard by all present, Tt w,
then heard playing in different parts amongst the eitters, as thow),
being flonted over their heads, and touched one person in so dyig,
“John King” during this time joined in the general conversation, sy
presently “ Peter's” voice made itself heard, and his presence felt yuy
palpably, by touching several persons, and rapping others on the he)
with paper tubes which had been placed on the table. Af )y
Poynlz's request he took her hand, drew her up from hier seat, the,
tried to raise her go that she was obliged first to kneel, then stand o
the table with her hand and arm raiged, and held 25 high as ehe colg
reach, and then gently released. Jyeryone present was sitting round
the table ; her position when standing on the table being higher tha,
the tallest man in the room standing up could have reached.

Other interesting phenomena occurred. Mr. Rouse, in 2 tran
condition, wrote, and also described as seeing very clearly a epirit-fon,
hovering near the person of one of the sitters, and whose deseriptis
anewered very accurately to a deceased relative of whom the seer knes
nothing. Thus ended one amongst the many interesting seances held
at Mrs. Makdougall CGiregory’s residence,

JurLy 25, 1873,

THE LIVERPOOL NATIONAL CONFEREXNCE.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—The Liverpoocl Conference of Spiritualis
bids fair to be a success, everything so far has turned out very sii
factory. A special meeting of the society was called last week to hewr
and consider the report of the Conference Committee, which showsd
that interest was excited in all parts of the eountry by well-wishers 1
the movement, who had sent letters of sympathy and encouragemen,
A great many had been received from the leading Spiritualists of Lo
don, Glasgow, Yorkshire, Manchester, &e. The titles of papers war
read ; they are of a most interesting character, and a list may be giver
in the Mepruy before the Conference takes place. Mr. Everitt, of
London, a gentleman who has been highly recommended to the com-
mittes by several persons both in London and in the country, has con-
gented to preside. Dr. Sexton is to deliver the “lecture ” at Hope Hall
on Tuesday evening, August Gth, which will be more fully announs
in the Mzpivs when the subject is known. The cost of the Conferenes
was fully discussed at the meeting, when a guarantee fund waz deter
mined upon, and a list of papers was handed about the room among:
those present which realised a sum little short of £20, and a lithe
graphic letter was proposed to be printed and given fo those absnt
and also ko be sent to other societies and individuals who might fel
interested in the movement, as it was thought the larger the gus
rantee the less it would fall upon all parties. When this announcement
is made, the secretary will be glad to receive communications from any
one who may not reeeive a letter from him, stating the amount of thelr
guarantee, Already something has been received from friends at a dis
tance, and we refer them to the advertisements in the Mep1ry upon the
subject. Great hopes are entertained by our Liverpool friends, fron
the encouragement already received, and they are looking forward with
earnest expectation when they will be able to see their brotbersand
sisters in the cause of truth united in friendly alliance to carry on the
greatest and grandest cause ever given to the world.—dJ. Ciaryax, See.

Susscrirrroxs received towards expenses of the Conference at Liver
pool :—Mr. Grant, £1 Is.; Well Wisher, Glasgow, 3s.

THE PIMLICO ASSOCIATION FOR THE INVESTIGATION
OF SPIRITUALISM.

We have already had several seances at the rooms, 47, Charlwosl
Street, Belgrave Road, S.W., and the results seem to give promise of
“an abundance of rain,” in due time. We possess no fully-developsd
mediumship, but the latent powers of several of our number have bee
somewhat developed. Asis usual in newly-formed societies, we find
abundant room for change and improvement, but we anticipate vers
soon to get in thorough harness. It is believed that there are still
many Spiritualists and investigators in this part of London who would
be glad to join such an association as this if* they knew of one, Wil
our friends make this known as far as it lics in their power? Andw
ask those who are interested in the spread of progressive prineiples to
aid us also, as this is one of the objects of the association. We have
still room for as many more members as wish to join, and to whom
we would give a hearty welcome.—1I remain yours very truly,

Gro. Faruge.

P.S.—I might haye mentioned that at a small cirele of five of the
mermbers we obtained divect writing (or rather seribbling, which will
no doubt develop into writing), under test-conditions,

We have had a flying visit from El Vizeonde de Forres Solanof.
President of the Spanish Society of Spiritualists, who left usa copy of
their beautifully illustrated almanack and other works, and a volume
of the Mepiuy was accepted in relurn. 'We are sorry that our friends
yisit in town was so brief that we could not introduce him personally
to the friends of our cause in London.

Mr. Winnian Hier, 20, Bishop's Road, W., suggests that the spirifs
take money from the Bank of Lngland Lo sustain the cause. Such
money would not be accepted. The person named ahove is #0f a Spi-
vitualist.  We hope Spiritualists are actuated by principles of an
opposite kind,
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onder them long and earnestly in connection with the fact
that not only was each of my prisons reputed * first class,”
put each of my superintendents had a high personal and
fossional reputation ; then ask yourselves, «If these
things are done in the green tree, what must he done in
the dry?” For if those payirg so largely, and with com-
aratively influential connections, are so utterly neglected
gy your inspecting servants, what must be the fate of those
in a lower social grade? The heart vecoils from contem-
plating it ; and, did time allow, it were easy to harrow up
your feelings with true tales of their eruel sufferings,
" And this brings me to another very peeculiar feature of
our lunacy system. Why can none of those so deeply
wronged, even where no marriage disabilities exist, avenge
themselves after liberation on the guilty superintendents at
least? Because the power of prosecuting for breaches of
the lunacy laws is vested ewclusively in the Commissioners,
without whose guilty carelessness or guiltier complicity
serious infraction of them can scarcely take place. Oh,
what an envious gigh must this provision raise in Portland
and in Millbank ! and oh, gentlemen electors, what a jealous
care, yea rather what a firm resolve of lunacy law reform,
it should beget in you! Oh, when you go to the hustings,
forget not the falsely-alleged lunatic! forget mot the mal-
treated madman! condemn all secret tribunals! condemn all
proprietary madhouses! The facts we have heretofore con-
sidered will probably be deemed sufficient to establish the
proposition that our lunacy laws are fraught with danger
both to society and personal liberty, inasmuch as though
some laws do exist for the protection of alleged lunatics,
they can only be enforced by officials having a direct interest
in concealing infractions of them, and, too probably, some-
times, if not always, corrupt. For, still further to cor-
roborate the presumption of malpractices arising out of what
has been said, I will now call your attention to the fact that
in January last, after a long and fruitless correspondence
with your Commissioners in Lunacy, having for its object
the inducing them to prosecute the guilty superintendents,
I published my letters and their replies in my little tract
entitled “ Gagging in Madhouses,” and after calling public
attention to some of the wrongs brought before you now,
and to the very strong appearances of my having been
made simply an ohjeet of barter, I uttered these words—
“If it be not so, if' the Commissioners be true and loyal
men, why come they not to the light, that their truth and
honour may appear ? How is it they feel not the stabs this
chivalrous defence of guilty madhouse-owners inflicts on
their own honour ?”  And then I suggested the only obvious
answer, “ Grold, much gold, is said to salve many wounds ;”

and having thus uttered my challenge I took care it should
be forwarded to the parties implicated. Now, I assert |
that had not this challenge been justified by facts and a |
guilty conscience, it should have anew raised the question |
whether the writer's audacity was not insane ; but mark the |
effect—silence. Yes, these gentlemen, pelted with a charge
which should have made their blood boil and hearts leap
with repellent indignation—a charge which would so arouse |
the poorest labourer’s anger, were he at heart a gentleman— |
these Commissioners, who, on oceasion, could scorn the Bible
and flout at religion, being cruelly *smitten on one cheek
meekly turn the other also,” and if we smite not that too
the fault shall not be mine : for who or what are these men
with this gigantic prerogative far o’ertopping the Soveraign’s ?
Our Queen, gracious and beloved, can inecur no blame, for

she can do no harm save through ministers r:  sible t
the nation ; but these Commissioners can do 1 n thei
own sphere of action, boundless harm; and 1 dy can
they, but many of them at least use their pow » Injure
those you pay them to protect, yet they are the: es irre-
sponsible, and have subordinates responsible on/; > them-
selves.  'Who or what, then, ave they? a triplet of hriefless

barristers, and another of patientless doctors, put round a big
table, and so made an impeccable board—men who, Lopeless
of winning the great prizes of their respective profc-sions,
have renounced all chance of them, and accepted itinerating
obseurity. Take away the board, ladies and gentlemen, and
we shall see the frightful reality—your liberty, my libarty,
every man's liberty at the mercy of any one of six rither
teedy and quite commonplace men, ineapable of (! Iing |
JWstice in any difficult case, even if they desired it, wiich, /
far be it from me to deny, may sometimes occur. Ha ing |
thus Jaid bare the inefficiency of our great Whitehall anto- |
erat for the protection of alleged lunatics, let us go a step |
Igher, even to the footstool of justice, and onee more see |

~mirht afford.

what measure is there meted out to the wrongfully incar-
corated. I will briefly summarise my too lengthy af_ﬁda\'lt
read in Queen’s Bench in November last. Three judges
were present, and before each lay a copy of the document
in all the clear costly caligraphic heauty so dear to the legal
mind, it incontestably established, (1) That the Commis-
sioners refused to consider evidence: (2) That when one
superintendent reported me sano, instead of liberating me,
they transferred and reincarcera’ed me for another twelve-
month ; (3) That they long refused me a jury; (4) That
they connived at foul drainage and other abuses in the
asylums ; (5) That they improperly suppressed my cor-
respondence, whereupon Mr. Justice Blackburn found his
mind unequal to detecting any flaw in the Commissioners’
conduct, and Lord Chief Justice Cocklrn ruled ¢ There is
no pretence for this criminel information ; there must be
no rule.” Ladies and gentlemen. such words need no com-
ment. They are my warrant for saving the Commissioners
are irresponsible despots! They are my warvant for thinl-
g, as well might a way-worn traveller, attacked by an
infuriated gander, turn to the 2*tendant geese for proteciion,
as a feeble and defenceless suitor ask one official to redress
the wrong another has wrought. Oh, surely—and here I
quote the words of one of my gaolers, a man so grandly
gifted he would ere this have been a shining light, had he
not while yet young tumbled into the foul pit of madness-
mongering—I quote his words and say, « The lunaey system
is rotten to the very core.”

To the remedy. And here I speak with redoubled
diffidence, for to an old woman’s recipes small eredit is mostly
given, and yet methinks a few good safeguards of personal
liberty did occur to me during my dreadful deprivation
thereof. The first step in lunacy reform must manifestly be
the substitution of state asylums for proprietary madhouses.
As long as these last subsist, ycu can no more prevent abuses
and wrongful detention, than you can stop smuggling in the
face of prohibitory duties, and for the same reason: the
profits cover all risks. We must therefore assume that the
care of all alleged lunatics shall be vested in the state, for
otherwise no material amelicration of their condition is
possible. And I use the word state advisedly, for I think
n organising a new lunacy system it should be consolidated
and so unified for the entire kingdom that to each patient
might be assigned the localit best suited to his condition.
7t 18, I think, further probable that a few lunatic settlements,
a little after the manner of the Belgian Gheel, but some for
men, some for women, and others for both sexes, would be
found advantageously to supersede all isolated asylums.
These should be large airy villages, surrounded with high
iron railings, well provided with shops, workshops, studios,
theatre—in short, all requisites for substantial work and
recreation—and should, among them, offer as great varieties
of climate and scenery as Britain affords. It is surely a most
needless cruelty to lock up «ll the insane, to reduce a man
or woman to the most galling servitude, the most vexatious,
thwarting, and tyrannical interference in his daily pursuits,
because the mind is incapable of safely guiding its possessor
amongst all the shoals and dangers of freedom in the outer
world. I quite recognise the necessity of regular incarce-
rating asylums for some forms of mental disease, but am
certain that great numbers of the insane would not only be
made happier, but substantially benefited by a life of far
areater variety and liberty than is ever accorded to them now.
Their sufferings, not only from monotony, hut from idleness,
ars very great. In one of my madhouses ' - as piteous to
herr the yearnings of an aged ¢¢ tleman al ¢ veal work ?
Ye called it, such as a turnin - lathe or nter’s shop
He had, I belicve. spent the er part of
his long life in that sad prison © w. ether ju v not it is
191 for me to judge ; his conve 'sz ‘on was iways rational
~al behaviour gentlemanly, bui hi- life, like 1hat of all pro-
(oictary madhouse patients, w 5 a1 living death, and he
aemed to feel it. Collecting ti 2 “1sane in villages planned
and supplied with a special viev: t+ their requirements and
exig »nces of supervision, woul Sanifestly facilitate both
the manting them much liberty of locomotion, and employ-
ing them gregariously in such v sk and amusements as
might prove beneficial. 1t is cle: » 1o that in such v illages
thers would be no difficulty what = » in adapting the enter-
weio b to the socia.l_ position o) fi riune of the individual,
;1'319‘}‘ ‘o thould provide for AL - absolute necessaries for
lea'thy life and treatment, and e: cf patient’s kindrved could
do ‘he rest.

As regards officials, it is undouiste Uy true that serious dis-
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advantages attach o committing the insane to the care of
men evclusively alionists.  Ona of themselves observed to
mo in my first madhouse, © We soon learn to see insanity
overywhere " and it is certain their fendency—a tendency
still further inereased by theie despotic power-—is fo draw
a hard and fast line of sanity, and to view all unconyven-
tionality, all originality of thought or action, as decidedly
insane.  Thorefore it would, 1 think, be good so far to
amalgamate the public alienist service with other modical
services as to allow of oceasional interchanges of appoint-
ments.  But whether this is found feasible or noty excep-
tional vewards in pay and promotion should be invariably
attached to exceptional suecess in curing, and moreover if
should be distinetly understood-—by all capable of under-
standing at all—that such is the ease.  As @ rule itis now
so unquestionably the superintend nt’s interest fo leeep 'l‘lm
patients and not to cure them, that a feeling of m.ltagmxmm
and distrust is begotten in their minds, most prejudicial to
their recovery.  Therefore it is clear that the mere fact of
the superintendent being a Government: servant, having no
inferest in the patient’s detention, but, on the confrary, a
strong pecuniary and professional interest in curing and
dismissing as many as possible, would at once establish very
generally that confidenco and friendliness between himselt
and his patient so essential to successful treatment.

A very fruitful source of really honest misconception on
the part of relatives as to the occasions which call for inter-
ference with a person’s liberty lies, 1 think, in the phrase,
< unsoundness of mind.”  Its legal definition is incapacity
to manage aflairs akin to that of the idiot or lunatic ; but in
common life, where the term “unsound” is so liberally
bandied about from Tory to Radical, and from Churchman
to Dissenter, its use as ground of vestraint is decidedly dan-
gerous. L would therefore suggest that the phrase
“incapacity for self-government™ might advantageously
replace that of “unsoundness of mind,” and others that
cumber the Jaw books : for, so long as a man is incapable of
self-government without injuring others or irrationally
damaging himself, it can maiter very little to anyone but
himself and his doctor whence that incapacity arises. In-
capacity for self-government, as evidenced by actions, should
therefore, 1 think, be the only ground of a lunacy certificate.
That certificate, as we have seen, sheuld be far more cheaply
and conveniently obtainable than now; and yet by the simple
expedient of requiring all applications for certificates and all
communications concerning the alleged lunatic’s conduet to
be made exclusively in writing, and attaching the guilt of
folony to every falsehood in such documents, a consider-
able amount of protection would ba accorded the alleged
lunatie. If to this you add state asylums instead of pro-
prictary madhouses, and a trial by jury at the earliest oppor-
tunity, I think we should find the practice of incarcerating
the sane diminish very rapidly indeed, and L hope, also, that
of letting the mad go loose.

It is impossible i the limits of such a lecture as my
strength could deliver, or your patience endure, to enter
fully into every particular—to lead the patient step by step,
as 1t were, from his own home to the asylom; but this
matter of a jury is of such tremendous importance. It is
s0 horrible and monstrous a thing that in this nineteenth
century any British subject, be he high or low, rich or poor,
shonld be reduced to servitude except by the judgment of
his peers in open court, that I crave your indulgence while
I put my thoughts in a practical form. It secms to me,
then, that a small, well-appointed a:ylam, close to the county
town, and with court-house attached, would greatly facilitate
a jury trial for all alleged lunatics, FEach should be com-
mitted thereunto in the first instance, and lunacy assizes
should be held there at short stated intervals for the trial
of new cases and revision of others.  After condemnation
as insane, the patient should be removed to the place selected
for his permanent detention, but only for a definite time
named by his judges, at the expiration of which he should
be entitled to reappear bofore the nearest lunacy court; he
would thus go into captivity with hope in his heart, and
the strongest incentive to exert whatever will-power remained
in co-operating with his guardians for his own recovery.
The time for such reappearance svould of course be fixed in
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When once it is conceded that allegations of Junaey ehial|
e Imsed on actions alone, and that men shall o Jonger 1

incarcerated on account of their opinions, or beeanse 1)y

eyen do not move according to scientific rules, it wij

wobably also e thought that the fittest person to geuy

[mm(-.y commitments, and divect the preliminary cooreiye

meagures, would be the nearest stipendiary magistrate, or

ovher law oflicer.  Sueh matters, however, would beeoimg

of very sccondary importance.  So long as you secure (1)

presumption or proof of lunaecy to lis solely in actions : (2)

those actions to be stated in writing, and falsehood to

felony; (i) care of lunatics to be vested exclusively in thy

state; (4) trial by jury soon after inearceration, and agaiy

hafore enlargement, with improved and public supervision,;

8o long as these points are secured, much will bave beo

done—more, 1 think, than has ever yot been achieved—i,
secure socicty from the curse and the erime of false lunaey
warrants on the one hand, and the danger of unrestrained
lunaties on the other.

In advoeating any rveform, the first step must ever le
exposure of existing evils. T laying bare the abominations
of onr lunacy system, or rather a small portion of the evil
L have myself observed and experienced, some may accuse
me of having failed in due reverence for constituted autho-
rity.  To such I ean only say, It is not for mwan to judg
the heart; his estimate of motives must be deduced fron
actions. L may have wrongly interpreted those of the judges,
It so there is consolation in knowing it rests with thes
gentlemen in a moment o remove misapprehension by
admitting the blessed sunlight of peblic inquiry on the
dark mystery of my incarceration. If they do it not, and
that right soon, I greatly fear many will feel justified in think-
ing. and some may proclaim through the length and breadth
of the land, that, while crushing the slave trade in Africs,
the Government winks at a far viler teaflic in falsely alleged
lunaties at home; and that on Novewber 22nd, 1872 the
Right Hon. Sir Alexander Cockburn, Lord Chief Justie
of England, refused me a rule nisi for a criminal information
against the Commissioners in Lunaey, not because his
altention was inadequately called to ¥Exhibit A, containing
my certificate, and Exhibit. C, containing Dr. Rhys Williamss
emphatic attestation of iy perfect sanity,—not because
the damning facts against the Commissioners establishod
by my own affidavit were not sifted from much irrelevant
matter and laid before him, as I have tried to lay some of
them before you to-night,—but for the same reason that one
pickpocket hustles off his pal-sclidarity in crime. If fle
Commissioners eseape a public and scarching investigation
into their conduet, L wuch fear some will say, and all wil
think, that when, in answer to the statement of my greal
difficulties as a married woman in obtaining redress, the
Lord Chief Justice said, “We hayve nothing to do with
your difficulties,” it meant not that judging by externals he
thought, the case a trumped-up and frivolous one, and =
wanted to have done with it and cet to serious work, hut
that it signified a judicial declaration that the Court of
Queen’s Bench cares not one straw for absiract right or
wrong, nor recks what foul erueliy and oppression ar
wrought in the land so long as the vietims are defenceless
women.

Ladies and Gentlemen,—L have well-nigh done.  Some
may yeb eall me over bold 5 many will vemember how meeker
words than mine have sent good men to goal ; but wifehood
l s 'ts rights as well as its penalties, 2ud since my country’s
& vvonts have eruelly and lawlessly traiapled on me heeause
I odd not sue, in telling the tale L oo plain words beeause
I ca o't be sued ; and if the powers {iat be like it not they
n v disseyver outlawry from marringe and restore to us the
ri (i s and responsibilities of humanity

e conclusion, L would say a very fior words to those who
hold with me that whoever or whatever originated the stu-
p ndous universe, there yet does exist tar the human race 4
pe=omal God and Father, who, with Jesus of Nazareth and
le fons of angels, is ever, by means visible and inyisible
helping man onwards in e¢lernal progresaion. Mo these, my
fe iow-Npiritualists, | suy, remember it was for this our
glmous ereed of Spivitualism, explained to the authoriiies
a: ! haye explained it now, that 1 osi nsibly suffered : re-

aceordance with medieal estimates of the probable course

of the disease : but as such estimaio can never be Corlindn, |

fhe superintendents should be strietly enjoined to produce
a patient at the linacy
evor  that might nebop

ety 16 was fhe mere holief in ** the action of wind apart
from bumanly material brain,” that the Commissioners did,
i a7, adjudicate to be insanity. They have thus debarred

asgized next after his vecovery, when- | themselves from ever commanding the Wheratin of auyone
. ! . s, » i
On  such oocasions vensonable | holding this helief,

l '“I.\/ ““" ”I:..Y ""'l I-’\: ll(‘l(’l'f' /)n"\'“'l‘hh'-"-

facilities of defence should be allowed the patient, and all | but 1 o say that the Commicsion s i Lunacy eannot.

evidence given in his hearing.

without stultifying themselyes heuceloeth, forbid the iner
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ceration of any believer in revelation. You will think, ladies
and gentlemen, I am forgetting my pledge .to observe truth
and moderation. 1 AM Not. In proof of my assertion, 1
2 Peal to my letters to Lord Hatherley, the Chancellor's
wsitor Dr. Lochhart Robertson, and the Commissioners in
Lunacy. To each did I, and that at an early period of
incarceration, expound my religious opinions, which 1
asserted then, and assert now, to be in striet harmony with
the articles of the National Church. And yet it would seem,
from neglect of a certain document forwarded to the Lord
Chancellor as my chief guardian, that even he deemed belief
in spirit-power inconsistent with rational self-government,
I therein recorded my way of life for six months previous to
incarceration, with references to banker, doctor, landlord,
friends, and offered to refund after liberation the expenses
of verifying these details. Now the utter neglect of this
document must prove that the chief guardian of all alleged
lunatics deems all religion insanity : unless it shows that the
Lord Chancellor of England has neither time nor thought to
bestow on his inearcerated wavds, and that so to haye con-
stituted him their guardian is a delusion and a snare.

To the practical inference. We may certainly safely assume
that many of our dear brothers and sisters in Spiritualism
are as such at this moment suffering fearful misery, hoth
in proprietary madhouses and public asylums. All may not,
with some of' us, have reached the inner temple : many may
yet be unduly loitering in the turbulent and secular precincts
where alone the materialist first learns to believe in incor-
poreal intelligence : some may not have attained the stage
of human growth essential to blending with the higher and
gentler spirits: but to each and all let our hearts this night
go forth 1 fervent love and sympathy, and let us inwardly
vow that not only will we strive to prevent such crime
in future, but that for these and all the unjustly detained
we will fight ever till we have delivered them. Fellow
Spiritualists, be it ever truly said of us as it once was
of our elder brethren, whose glorious constancy illumined
the dawn of this fast-receding era—* See how these Spiri-
tualists love one another !”

When the applause had subsided, the Chairman again rose
and made some remarks as to the assumed increase of lunacy
cases, quoting some remarks from the Globe newspaper. He
then called upon

Dr. Pearce, who moved the following resolution :—

“That this meeting, being fully convinced that the present

Lunacy Laws are dangerous to the liberty of the subject, pledges
itself to take such steps as may be necessary to obtain their amend-
ment.
Dr. Pearce had his attention called to the matter fourteen
years ago, by the case of a gentleman who rendered himself
obnoxious to a rich wife by preaching in the open air, when
she had him locked in a lunatic asylum. Unawares he
was taken off in a *“fly,” accompanied by a medical man,
who passed the house of another by the way, and said
to his medical friend, “Here’s a guinea for you. Lock
at that man in the ecarriage, and sign this certificate.”
Dr. Pearce said this was the way in which these shameful
abuses were daily perpetrated.

Mr. Harr, who had been incarcerated at Lancaster on
a charge of lunacy, seconded the motion by detailing some
of his experiences, and the cruelties which he had witnessed
in regard to the treatment of poor helpless creatures
immured in these dreadful prisons. :

The resolution was carried unanimously. The Chairman
said it was desirable that all who sympathised with the work
undertaken by Mrs. Lowe should leave their names and
addresses, as a basis for further action.

Mr. Burys urged the necessity of steps being taken
immediately to sustain Mrs. Lowe. The parties interested
in these abuses might find it convenient to crush an indi-
vidual, but confronted by an association of men and women,
their equals or superiors in social position, the task would
be very different.

A large proportion of the audience came forward to the
table and enrolled their names, and a number of handsome
donations were offered on the spot towards the furtherance
of the object contemplated by Mrs. Lowe.

==

|
|

Exmpme C.
REFERRED TO IN MRS. LOWE'S SPEECH.

«I, Winurax Ruys Winniams, of Bethlehem Royal
Hospital, in the County of Surrey, Doctor of Medicine, muake
oath and say as follows ;—

«1. T am the Resident Physician at the said Hospital, and
the Lecturer on Mental Diseases at St. Thomas’s Hospital.

« 2, On the twenty-second day of February last, and the
first and ninth of March instant, I had long interviews with
the above-named Louisa Lowe, at No. 9, Bedford Place,
Russell Square. I attended her for the purpose of ascer-
taining whether or not she is of unsound mind. I had
previously seen and read copies of the certificates of
Dr. Shapter and Mr. Kempe, upon which the said Louisa
Lowe was admitted into an asylum, and also of the certifi-
cates of Dr. Fox and Dr. Maudsley, under whose care she
has since been. T have also received three letters from her.
These certificates do not deseribe her present condition.

“3. The said Louisa Lowe is evidently highly intellectual,
and some of her views with regard to Spiritualism are not in
accordance with the opinions of many at the present day :
but similar and much more advanced opinions are held by
many whose sanity has never been called in question, and
I do not consider them to he of the nature of insane
delusions.

“4, On each of my three visits her conversation was at
all times coherent, her behaviour and manners most ladylike
and even when pressed on some points with regard to
Spiritualism she betrayed no excitement, but defended her
views of the question in a calm and rational manner.

“5. L discovered no indication of insanity in the said
Louisa Lowe. I consider her to be able and competent to
manage her affhirs ; and in my opinion she is not of unsound
mind, nor a fit and proper person to be detained in a lunatie
asylum, or otherwise restrained in her liberty.

“W. RHYS WILLIAMS,.
¢ Sworn at No. 11, Bedford Row, in the County of Middlesex,
this 13th day of Mavch, 1872, before me, EDwarp MoLE,
a London Commissioner to administer Oaths in Chancery,

MRS. LOWE AND LUNACY LAW REFORM.

Mrs. Lowe's meeting at Cavendish Rooms was a great
success. The audience was of a select and influential
character, and the proceedings were characterised by those
unmistakable features of intelligence and husiness propriety
which augur well for the success of thisagitation. The most
noteworthy event of the evening was the address by Mrs.
Lowe. The matterand mannerin which it was delivered took
all by surprise. Thatlady is not accustomed to address publie
meetings, and yet she spoke with a clearness and finish of
delivery which captivated every hearer. Of the matter we
need not speak, seeing that the report in another page puts
the reader in possession of every word. The ease and pro-
priety with which the words were spoken, without the
exhibition of timidity, affectation, or redundant action of
voice or manner, needed to be seen to be appreciated. In
short, no cause, let it be what it may, could desire a more
efficient advocate than Mrs. Lowe. IHer intelleet grapples
with the subject in every aspect, and in an orderly sequence,
while her platform abilities adapt her in a very special
manner for enlisting the sympathies of an audience. She
secured the deepest attention on Thursday week, broken
only by exclamations of concurrence and sympathy, and
bursts of applause. As the meeting was of a seleet
deseription of these indications of cordiality, of course, were
not as demonstrative as if the address had been delivered
before a popular audience. Place Mprs. Lowe before a large
number of people, and allow her to operate on their intelli-
gence and feelings in the manner she can so well do, and we
would not like to answer for the consequences otherwise
than that she would be sure to have all her hearers with her,
heart and soul. The idea that Mrs. Lowe is or has been

| insane, would be at once indignantly repudiated by anyone
!who hears her make a statement of her case. Nor would
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thin decigion apply merely fo the prosent and to the period
proceding her ieavecration, but sven (o the very lime when
sho was detained in madhonses ; fur hor observation and
memory of avints which then ocenrrod pro presented in such
a manner as only could he atlempted by a person in the
enjoyment of perfoet kanity.
So much, then, for Mes Lowe,  And now what shall be
said a9 o the Lunacy Laws, and the position oecupiod in
relation thereto by the Government of Eugland through its
adminigtrators 2 We ave the last persons in the world to
adopt a course indieativo of o disrogard for the administration
of law; and, in common with Mes, Lowe and those who act
with her, wo would scorn to attack any branch of the public
sorviee, far loss individual character, for the mere purposo of
wvenge, or to give annoyance. At the same time, it must
be the duty of every person who realises the deplorable state
in which the Lunacy Laws are, to make those in office feel
the foree of their position, and give due attention to the
prayer of those who are not only the friends of justice and
humanity, but desire to remove from the Government of
their country an anomaly which is o national disgrace, All
that the friends of this new movement, desire is investigation.
They have no preconceived views to establish, and no private
purposes to serve.  Hyen Mrs. Lowe, who has suffored so
grievously, sinks her personal claim altogether, and puts on
the harness of roform for the benefit of socioty at large. 1If,
then, her statoments should not be relished in any particnlar
quarter, she challenges a disproof of these, and a thorough
investigation of the cirenmstunces she details. Those who
put their hand to such a work as this have passed far beyond
that narrow houndary within which the fear or fayour of
mortal man is esteemed.  When the great soul of Humanity
is awakened, when the misery and hopeless living death of
thousands are involved, and when God’s justice is wofully
perverted by human instruments, it is no time to study set
words and phrases, but to tell the truth plainly and boldly,
like it or dislike it who may. And if those who hold the
reins of power please to set themselves in antagonism to the
interests of the people, whose servants they are, then a con-
flict: will, no doubt, soon set aside the services of those who
gacrifice the public good for any purpose whatever.

The large degree of sympathy and interest already evineed
on behalf of this movement determines the fact that the
whole heart and mind of the people will be with it,~with
the excaption, no doubf, of o fow parties more or less inter-
osted in the present state of things. The report of what
took place at the Cavendish Rooms meeting gives but an
inadequate conception of the real state of feoling entertained
by the audience. Long after the formal proceedings had
been coneluded gronps were in active discussion of present
abuses ; and, rife with cases, each one more harrowing and
eruel, if possible, than another. Nor was the attention of
the speakers restricted to the discussion of publie lunatic
asylums, bt the more horrible incarceration of ladies and
gentlemen, often in their own homes, was dwelt upon with
bitterness of expression from those whose dear friends had
suflered the grossest injustice by such a course. This i,
indeed, where lunacy law reform will attract a wide degreo
of succour.  There it searcely o family in the land but has
had conneeted with it, ab one time or another, victims of tho
preposterous state of things now in existence. A wound in
the affections seldom or never heals, and many a bleeding
heart will gladly respond to the shout for reform which will,
before many days are over, be heard in every corner of
England.

As Spiritualists, we have o word to say in favour of this
movement, over and above that which it is our duty to
express aw the friends of suffering humanity. Man's
peychalogical faculties are now, for the fiest time in the

setonce of Mpivibundiom. T becomes more pnd miope Wi
that o large proportion of lunaties are  the ""'»jm’».‘“mt
pychologieal disenncs, and, it may be, the vicling of i:ﬂ'"
fions from tha spivit-world, all of which could be sty g, u
and pomoved by that form of practice which Hpiril,uuh.nm‘:”
before now wuggosted in numerous happy inslances, .,m,""
Edmonds, of Now Yorl, might, with great :ulwmtn;,..:{
callod in an o witness on this part of the quvut,i:,,,‘. ":
oxperience being moslk distinet ag to the power """"iw,;
over wtch painful disorders by the medinmistic practi,,
No recent au this spring o case occurred ine Liverpg) i;;
which Mes, Dickinson was wuecessful in vestoring o vt
a young wan of good family, who had been, for some (i,
immured in a madhouse, A fow passes from Mea, Diog;,
son’s hands entirely relioved the patient from these apgy,,
of violent, aetion 5 and though the madhouse keeper
every obstacle in the way of his recoiving treatment, yet
short time he was entirely restored to bis family and ¢,
useful position in gociety. Dp. Barter, by the use of ),
Turkish bath, years ago demonstrated the fact that Lo,
in many cases, resulted from an impure state of the l'l«,v,;i,
and might. be cured by a course of copious perspiratio,
Seeing, then, that such a field is open to the reformer |
connection with the treatment of lunaties, it is high ti,
that the intelligenco of the present civilisation should 4,
longer be marred by such a blot upon common sense
philanthropy as this barbarous system ab present practivg
amongst ug.  So ignorant ave medical men and lawyers of
paychological phenomena, that numbers of highly ration)
men and women have been decmed lunsatics becanse they
persigted in the statement that they were possessed of
psychological gifts, such as clairvoyance, clairaudience,
passive writing, and other valuable facultics now being
developed in almost every family by means of the spirit-
circle.  As the law at present stands, then, every mediun
of whatsoever kind, in whose presenco the  phenomens
oceur, might be at onco arraigned as mad, and punished
accordingly. That this occurs in too many instances is
alas ! too true, but only when some individual in connection
with the unforfunate vietim has somo private interesl i
eflecting the removal of the assumed lunatic.  In conelusion,
wo hope that those in control of laws affeeting lunatics wil
take immediate action, and it is highly probable that they
will have their attention further called to the present state
of affairs,
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WIIAT AILS HER?

Mr. Bditor.—I have a sweetheart, whom T love vory much; she has
been conversing with three or four medical friends of hers about her
Yealth, thoy all know what is the matter, at least they say so. Ier
digposition is decidedly sensitive, age 19, sharp, quick, very intelligent.
Her nervous system is eompletely out of order, so much so that the
least shock completely overwhelms her, a railway whistle or knoek at
the knocker, &e. ; now I don't want a medical preseription, but simply
to know if I can get any reliel for her from spiritual sources. She is
not very weak ph{sioally. Ias a very powerful will, which helps very
much. " If it would not be too mueh trouble I should like an answer.—
Yours fraternally, X. Y. Z

July 17th, 1873,

[You might get a preseviption from a clairvoyant. A good eclectic
or homaopathie physician could no doubt benefit her. A course of
hydropathic treatment might also be beneficial, But nature wust be
attended to, for this young lady has a good strong body which she does
not use sufliciently. We would specially recommend a season of active

hysical exercise out of doors and rest to tho nervous system, The
women who are employed in agrioultural operations have no such
troubles,—En., M. ]

MR. MORSE IN THE NORTH.—WEST HARTLEPOOL.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—We had a splendid addvress, or rather an
oration, delivered through Mr. J. J. Morse, on Tuesday evening last, in
the Temperance Hall, to a very intellizent but somewhat small audienco.
The oration was of such a kind as few indeed have the opportunity of
hearing from any person—it was full to overflowing with the most sub-
lime ideas, and the flow of language was, to say the least, marvellous,
one econtinual outpouring of the grandest truths and finest thoughts, We
hope, on Mr. Morse's return, to be able to secure him a better, or at
least a larger audience. Mr. W. Crisp occupied the chair. The address
has done an incaleulable amount of good. We have given away a great
pumber of leaflets, MEnrvms, “ Seed Corn,” and other matter that we
bad amongst us,—PROGRESS.

Tue correspondence on Spivitualism in the Manchester Courier has
been ‘closed by a letter from ¢ a Christadelphian,” who regards human
immortality as a “ Pagan fiction,” and another letter from * Thomas
Styles,” who recommends investigation, and thinks * respectable men
should be believed on what they are able to testify as material fact.”

Tur anti-vaccinators of Stockport have been holding open-air meet-
ings with successful results. Amongst the speakers have been Messrs.
Hindle, Heywood, Pitman, Tarr, and Riley, The two last have suffered
imprisonment for non-vaccination of their children. A considerable
number of parents contribute a penny a-week for mutual protection
sgainst the infliction of fines and costs. These out-door ward meetings
will be continued during the summer, and be followed in the autumn
or winter by a great indoor gathering of a social character. Efforts
will be made to elect guardians worthy of the name, as at Dewsbury,
where the Board has refused to prosecute parents who conscientiously
object to vaccination.

Mipaore Louvrse.—A Manchester correspondent, “R,” appeals on
behalf of Madame Louise, of the genuineness of whose mediumship he
is thoroughly conyinced, and who has suffered much from the unfounded
ealumnies of some very young gentlemen who attended the seance and
pinched and touched their neighbours, and thus thought they had dis-
covered the method whereby Madame Louise produced the manifesta-
tions, This theory, and the men who promulgate it, are really too
contemptible to be worthy of a moment’s notice, because we all know
that the phenomena can be obtained under strict test conditions. Our
correspondent alludes to an inbarmonious seance, in which the phe-
nomena oceurred in fits and starts, but nevertheless of a very convincing
and certain character. He thinks these failures and the intermittent
nature of the phenomena prove the genuineness of the medium, and
that the manifestations depend, indeed, upon oceult conditions which it
ought to be the business of science to divulge. After the inharmonious
circle broke up, a few friends remaining had thorough satisfaction,
including the spirit-faces. On another oceasion, the sitters being all
mediumistie, their power was so strong as to be unmanageable, and
moved various of the sitters about in the room.

Liverroor, SuxpAy Services.—The Islington platform on Sunday
was oceuvied by local trance and normal speakers. In the afternoon
Mr, Chapman said he had written to several mediums, who were so
fully occupied that it was difficult to secure their services on account of
the great many places now holding Sunday services, Twelve different
mediums had appeared on that platform, and although all differed in
the manner of expression, they had uniformly declared the same truths,
and not one had in any case contradicted another. Mr. Shepherd
spoke exceedingly well, defending the truth of immortality, the investi-
gation of which had conferred on him much consolation. He advo-
cated o trial of local mediums, for he was sure there were plenty in
Liverpool who were so far developed that with a little encouragement
they might be got to occupy that platform with credit, and be sent out
to help other places mnot so favoured, or the system of exchanging
gpeakers might be adopted. In the evening Mr. Shepherd found by
hisside four mediums who all spoke. Mrs. Garland was entranced
several times during the evening by different spirits. Mrs. Dinsdale
and Miss Shepherd were each respectively entranced, and spoke ex-
eeedingly well.  The spirits spoke of their mediums being a little
timid, which prevented them keeping the confrol, but in time they
would be able to give satisfuctory addresses through them. Some of the
spirits affected to have been speakers, and lad oceupied ublic plat-
forms when in earth-life.  Mpr. Hickling was entranced, and spoke in a
fluent style for a length of time, and promised in the future to speak to
them upan the science and philosophy of Spivitualism. The control-
ling spirit gave his name as “Thomas Paine.” Mr Shepherd thought
the soeiety could not do better than follow the same programme for a
fow Bundays, and great good would result,—A DMEMBER OF THE
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THE CONJURERS.

To the Hditor,—8ir,—Tha following advertisements are a sequel to
those which you published in your las\ isswe, Daily Lelegraph, 18th
instant ;—
R. LYNN.—£1,000 reward was offered this gentleman by me,
in writing, on the 28th ultimo, il he could producs Foster’s apiri-
tual manifestations (as ho professes to do) under the same conditions a8
those under which Foster produces them. Dr. Lynn took no notice of
my letter until my advertisement appeared in last Wedresday’s paper,
and has not shown any inelination to accept my challenge. —1674.

Daily Telegraph, 19th instant :—
ASKELYNE and COOKE.—I offered Mr. Maskelyne £1,000

i he would do his own stage tricks under the same conditions as
a medium to be supplied by me. Ilis only answer was a proposal for
o dark seance. I accepted this, provided he submitted to the same
conditions as my medium, one of which was that the committes should
strike a light whenever they pleased, with three seconds’ notice. Mr.
Maskelyne has shown no inchnation to accept any challenge of mine.
The correspondence, corrected by My. Maskelyne, and with any remarks,
in reason, that he may wish to add, will be published in a few days by
J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row. 1 shall therefore insert no morp
advertiseoments in this paper. Anyone caring to promote a genuine
trial of this question can communicate with me through Mr, Negus,
14, Charles Street, St, Jaomes’s.—IaTA,

On the 22nd, in the Times, Daily News, and Standard, who had all
refused my former advertisements :—

ONE THOUSAND POUNDS REWARD.—Any CONJURER,

or other person, who can practically expose the tricks of spirit-
media, to the satisfaction of a majority of an impartially-appointed
committee, shall receive the abjve reward. Apply to IoTa,care of Mr.
Negus, 14, Charles Street, St. James’s, S.W.

—Your obedient servant,
17, Parliament Street, Westininster, S.W.,
July 23rd, 1873.

Iora.

BATLEY CARR.

A short time ago I wrote you, saying there were a few inguirers into
Spiritualism here. Shortly after we noticed that there were meetings
held in the warehouse of the Messrs, Fentons. Steadily but eurely the
young society has progressed, until they felt themselves sufficiently
strong to justify their having a place in which to hold meetings, A few
weeks ago a house was to let in Town Street, in every way suitable for
a meeting room. There are two rooms on the ground floor, and a
chamber over the whole, The leaders of Spiritualism here secured this
house at once, and have had the upper room converted into an excellent
place in which to hold meetings., On Saturday afternoon it was publioly
opened as a Spiritualist meeting-room. A tea was provided, greater part
of the provisions being given by friends to the movement. About
twenty Spiritualists attended the meeting from Halifax. They marched
in procession from Heckmondwike, and, having arrived opposite the
room, they formed a ecircle, “ Harps” in hand, and sung, “ We come
with our harps of gold.” The following ladies presided at the trays:—
Mesdames T. W. Fenton, Wilson, Dobson, Greenwood, S. Fenton, and
Mortimer.

After tea a public meeting was held ; Mr. J. Scattergood in the chair,
Addresses were delivered by Mrs. Scattergood of Bradford, Mrs. Barnes
of Nottingham, and Mr. J. Armitage of Batley Carr. Mr. J. Lonsdale
presided at the harmonium on Saturday evening and on Sunday morn-
ing and evening. On Sunday there were three services. Morning
prayer was offered up by Mrs. Scattergood ; Mrs. Barnes delivered an
address. In the afternoon Mr. Scattergood presided, read a portion of
Scripture, and offered up prayer. Mrs, Scattergood delivered an excel-
lent address on Spiritualism, and Mrs. Dobson presided at the harmo-
nium, The room, as before stated, is an upper one, 32 feet long by 16
wide, three windows in front, and a skylight at back, and will seat 150
persons. At one end a platform has been erected ; the cost of this and
other alterations will cost over ten guineas, towards thx§ sum
£10 7s. 84d. was raised by the tea on Saturday, and the services on
Sunday. The room is already licensed as a place for holding public
worship in. It is the intention of the promoters to meet all expenses by
voluntary offerings; no more collections are intended to be made. The
room is furnished with seats, purchased by (so I understood) the volun-

tary contributions of the leaders and friends of the momement.—Your
co-workerin the Great Anti-Vaceination Movement. J. . SykEs,

Springfield, Dewsbury.

Norrivoias Crnorey's Livcevs.—FErom Mr, J. Ashworth, guardian
and secretary, we have received a letter, from which we ext-mc‘t as
follows. After naming the most prominent yisitors and the state of the
weather, Mr. Ashworth observes :—* Financially, the anniversary was
a success, as about £2 accrued from collections and profits towards
the funds, Tast Sunday was the election of officers and leaders, which
are as follows for the next half-year. Mr. Redgate was unanimously
voted in the chair, and officiated most efliciently. Mr. Moreton was
voted as conductor: Mr. J. Ashworth as secretary and guardian ; Mrs.
Redgato, musical director; and M. Redgate to preside at the har-
monium. ‘Lhe leaders are: Mr. Hiteheock, for Fountain and Stream,
River and Luke groups; Sea, Ocean, Shore, and Beacon groups, Mr.
Mitchell ; Banner and Star groups, Mr. Hopewell ; Excelsior and Liberty
groups, Mr. Herrod.” It was mentioned that My, B, Liverpool, had
offered a subscription of 26s. per aunum, to provide books for the
Lyceum members. Mr, Burns was also thanked for two volumes sent
as an anniversary present to the library, A number of speeches were
made on matters relating to the prineiples and working of the Lyceum

Oupnay.—We have heard golden opinions of Mr. Wood's trance
address on Sunday last. A Manchester correspondent writes: * Oldham
has been very backward in acknowledging Spiritualism, but if' progress
goes on for a fow months with the same speed as at present, it will
hardly be second to any town in England in respect to our great and
influential movement. I spent on Sunday a glorious day there in
listening to the trance speeches of Mr, Wood.”
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