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(Read Hebrews XI. chapter.)

Martin Luther, a text from the divinely-inspired book of humanity
—that living and abiding word of God which is his visible mani-
festation in all worlds and through all ages. Every written book—
all Seripture—is divine so far as it is a full and faithful transcript of
buman nature in its various phases. In so far as the spirit of God
setuates the man who writes the book, the word is written by the finger
of God: and the writer is greater than the word written. The word
made flesh dwelling among us, is more than the word made letter; yet
human nature, that undoubtedly plenarily-inspired word of God, is full
of contradiction, and, in some aspects and relations, far indeed from
being very good. How is this real or seeming imperfection of the work
to be explained consistently with the absolute perfection of the Author?
Every man may, if he has no better solution of the difficulty, rest in
the sound maxim, “ Judge nothing before the time.” We are too much
inclined to regard as the completed building—the Temple of the Lord
—that which is merely the work in one stage of progress, or perhaps
only the scaffolding of the work. Swedenborg says of the Jewish and
Christian Secriptures, that in the literal sense there is a spiritual, in
which is a celestial, and in the inmost a divine sense, which is the very
habitation of Deity ; to all which I cordially assent. The Divine nature
is the source and centre of the universe, and whether we consider a planet,
the “ flower in the crannied wall,” any fact, or any true word spoken or
written, we shall always, the more deeply we consider its meaning, find
more and more interior truth ; and if our faculties could attain so high,
we would ultimately, through that flower or thought. reach even to the
throne of the One who comprehiends all things. ~Surely, what may be
true of the words of a book, must be true of a man—of every man.
Some texts in the book of humanity are very rough and uncouth—rver
contradictory one of another in the {etter ; yet in each there is a spiritual,
a celestial, and a divine sense—a holy of holies, in which dwells the
Shekinah, the very presence of God. Although we dare not say that in
God's sight any man is grealer or better than another, to us the divine
light shines more clearly through some men than through others. An
outspoken clergyman, while reading over that chapter in the Iebrews
commemorating the faith and works of certain Israelites, remurked :
“Very rough-hewn saints, those.” True, nevertheless they were shaped
to divine ends. They are examples in both ways; their failings are
recorded that we may avoid them, and their faith in the Unseen, which
is the real, is approved, that we may cultivate the same gift of God.
The reeorder of heroic deeds is not responsible for the exaggerated
estimate which future ages may make of his heroes, as if they had been
not only unsurpassed, but must be for ever unsurpassable in valour or

virtue. The greatest of all of them said, “The works that I do shall |

{: do also; and greater works than these shall ye do, because I go to the
ather.,” There is, or used to be, a catechisin for children, in which the
leavner was taught who was the wisest man, who was the man after
Grod's own heart, and so on, as if each of those Old-Testament worthies
bad risen to an unattainable height in this special virtue. Onece when a
Sunday-schiool teacher at an examination was asking those questions and
getting the uspial book answers, a visitor, after Moses had been named
43 the meekest man, asked who was the meekest woman ? * Please,
sir, was the reply, “ there never was no meekest woman.” If, as the
grammarians say, two ne%t:tives are equal to an allirmative, the child was
unconsciously right, for there always has been, is, and shall be meekest
woman,
Lurner As StupextT AND PrIEST.

In the one quality of faith, for which those Old-Testament worthies
are set forth as examples, Martin Luther fully equalled, if he did not
turpass, the best of them. Naturally he was so far from being
courageous, so very timid indeed, that when upwards of fourteen
years of age he was sent to school, in a city distant from his native

village, and his parents being too poor to provide for his maintenance ' faith.

he had to beg for his daily bread with other scholars similarly
situated, he frequently ran away frightened from those who eame to
supply his wants, if they spoke in a rough though kindly tone of voiee,
and they had to run afier him with the food he eame to seek. Thus, 2s
be used to remark, and as we shall see exemplificd more than be Lnew,
“Thus we often run away with terror from some angel of God who
brings only blessings with him.” In his eigliteenth year he entered the
University of Iirfurt, and although the intellectual fcod there supplied
contained rather more chafl’ than good grain, Luther, by his strong
powers of mental digestion, made the best of what he eould obtain, and he
soon became a mateh for the professors of the university. Every morn-
ing, after fervently imploring God to bless his endeavours, Lie went to
church, and aflterswards sat down to his studies, at which he remained
during the greater part ol the day. One day, whilein the college Library
looking over the books, something peculiar in the appearance of a Latin
work arrested his attention, and on turning to the title-page he was
astonished to find a translation of the Old and New Testaments.
Hitherto he had believed that the fragments read from the prayer-book
on Sunday comprised the whole of the Seriptures, and here wera entire
books of whose existence he had previously no idea. Neglecting all
other books, he returned daily to the perusal and study of his newly-
found treasure, and resolved to becomea priest. This design his parents
strongly opposed, for his father was well aware that the priests generally
led a lazy lite, and were beld in small esteem by the people. I'beir son
would probably have yielded to their wishes, had not his constitutional
nervousness during a severe thunderstorm made him vow most fervently
that if preserved he would become a minister. So he entered a
monastery of the Augustines, in which, as the last comer, he was made
the fug of his brother monks, and began his apprenticeship to the art,
which he learned so effectually, of cleansing out the church by daily
sweeping the rooms of the monastery. The monks were a community
of beggars, and the new brother had to carry a sack and beg victuals for
his brethren through the streefs of Iirfurt, in the university of which
he had taken his degree as Master of Arts and Doctor in Philosophy,
not anticipating that this would be one of the arts he would have to
practise. His mode of life otherwise may not be regarded by us as very
moritorious or useful, for it was according to the most ascetic rules
of the Church. He prayed and fasted until he bad nearly succumbed
to constant vigils and enforced abstinenece, but all would not satisty the
demands of his conscience. Ilis inner nature yearned for a better kind
of perfectness than such appointed penanees could procure ; but how to
attain it? A pilgrimage to the holy city Rome, the metropolis of
Christendom, might, if not profitable in itselt, bring him amongst those
who had made greater progress in spiritual life than he had clsewhere
met with. There may have been such men in Rome, but Luther never
chanced to meet with any of them. ¢ See Rome, and die.” Luther
saw, and almost died of disappointed expectation. e did not find in
the city one who understood what he was in need of. Rome, as he saw
it, was more like Sodom and Gomorrah than the holy city. Whether

| Peter had ever been there or not mattered little, since he had not left

oven the shadow of his character behind him. The priests derided
among themselves the doctrines and rites of their Chureh, and an
earncst-minded man could have no hope of good counsel and example
from those who knew not the meaning of righteousness. There being
clearly no help in the men of Rome, miqlt there not remain sncredness
in hor stones? The steps leading to St. Peter’s Church were believed to
have been the stairs of Pilate’s judgment-hall, and to have been hal-
lowed by the feet of Christ as he went to judgment. The Chureh bad
decreed” that  whoever dovoutly goes up and down the stairway of St.
Peter's, has o thousand years' indulgence in respoct of penances imposed.

Tmplicitly believing in the authority of the Chureh to remit sins and
grant absolution in any way she might decree, Luther thought first not of
his own soul, but of his deceased mother, Ile would earn & remis-
sion of her probable sufferings in purgatory. As he was painfully
toiling up the steps on his hands and knees, a voice like thunder seomed
to speak within him those words of a prophet, *The just shall Jive by
" By faith, saith both prophet and apostle, and here 1 aw,
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\huuY-ln he, trying to obtain eternal 1o for wy wother and mysell by |

erawling up some stone steps.  The thought that he was substituting
what had not for what had been commandod so alarmed his conssiene,
that he ran a considerablo distance from the spot,  This wos hia frat nlor
not merely from the Church of 8t. Peter’s, but from (he Chureh
of Rome, tnvolving, as it did, s denial of its supremaoy. uin‘ﬂut publio
act of sohism aroso out of the neoessitios of the reigning pontiff, Teo \,,
who, requiring a large sum of money for the rebuilding of St. Peter's
and for his own wants, adopted the expedient of solling indulgences
that is, granting abhsolution for any sin, no mattor of what nature, for o
sum of money, varying sccording to the means of the purchaser and the
magnitude of his oftences. The chief agent in the exeeution of thia
schome was John Tetzel, & Dominican feinr, who for his eeimes had been
condemned to be put in a sk and thrown into the river, but who,
lu\ppily or unbappily, as the matter may be viewed, had l‘lN\pN'. Lasther,
meantime, had commenced presching eacnestly, urging hie h.wu‘-“.-. to
repent and roform, as the only means of mlv:\(inu. Hin intense
earnestness, arising from o Sll\)r\)\l.]:'\ convietion of th_o !rul‘h preached,
was boginning to have a visiblo effeet on the lives of his nudienoces, when
that other prescher, armed with the authority of the head of the
Chureh, told them there was not the slightest necossity for tho greatest
ginner smongst them to repent of past sina or (o refrain from future
teansgrossion ; he had werely to purchase an indulgence for the past,
and it he wished remigsion for future sing the price would bo made ns
easy a8 possible, Luther's indignation at such o teaflic found «:xpros-i‘m\
inn series of propositions or theses against the now dootrine of in
dulgences. Their genoral pueport wasadenial of the power of' the Pope
to lorgive sin,  1f the sinner truly repented, he received forgivencas in
the very act of repentance, for his position in relation to the transgrea-
sion had completely ohanged; all that priest or Pope could do was
merely to deelare to the penitent what bad been already nccom-
lished—a very necessary thing for most men, who require some
waman assurance of the fulness and freeness of divine lorgivencss,
The Pope's absolution had no value in and for itself.  These theses
he mailed on the gate of the church at Wittenberg, on the
feast of All Saints, when crowds of pilgrims had assewmbled from
all parts of Germany, and offered to maintain them in the
university against all who would necept his challenge,  T'he news
of this bold act spread far and wide, It soemed, a8 a writer of
that time said, *as if angels had carried it to the cars of all men”  'The
university students supported Dr, Luther, and Tetzol was forced to
retreat.  The Elector of Saxony, who was appealed to by the erthodox [
party, declined to inteefere, and even tho Pops, thinking tho storm |
would soon subside, advised that no notice should be taken of the act. |
“Rpiar Martin,” ho said, “was a man of geniug, to whom he did not |
wish any barm.”  The cardinals were of a difforent opinion, and
Luther received a summons to Kome, to answer for his theses, The
friends of the young reformoer wisely persuaded him not to leave
Germany, so the Pope sent a cardinal as legato to hear and to sottlo
the oase at a diet to by held at Augsburg, Ilis friends again en-
deavoured to persuade him to remain at Wittenberg, ns at Augsburgy
be would be beyond the influence of his protestors. But in what he
considered to be the path of duty fear was utterly unknown to him,
No, borrowing a decent coat, as he was too poor at the time to purchase
one, or o ‘my for conveyance on the journey, he walked the whole
distance with one or two friends who accompanied him, singing ns he
went that memorable song which he composed for the occasion,

Lurnue As Rerormes.

At this diet the legate declined any argument ; he meroly urgml
Luther, by the authority of the Chureh, fo reteact, to which he replied,
“1 cannot refract, but 1 offer mysoll for the purpose of replying.”
With gome difficulty ho got away safely from this nesembly of enemivca,
and published an address to the Christian nobles of Germany, and o
treatise ** On tho Bubylonish captivity of the Chureh.” In those works
he attacked the abuses of (he Chureh, and its pretensions to supremacy.
The Pope now beeamo alurmed, and jssed o Boll of eondemnation,
This Luther burned at one of the gates of Wittenberg, before nn ap- |
peoving multitude of doctors, stadents, and eitizens, Charles V,, who had
Just succeeded to the empire, convened his fiest dict of the sovereignn
and states ot Worms, At that assembly an order was issuod for the
destruction of Luther's writings, and their nuthor summoned to nppenr
before the diel, At this diet there was more danger than at Augsburg,
and nearly ns much ss at Rome: but Luther voplicd to all feiendly dis-
suasion that he would go, though there were as many devils agninst him
as tiles on the houses, The emperor granted him a pafe conduet, but
this was not considered worth niueh, sinco it had been dinvegarded in |
the case of John Huss, of Bohemin; for ab that Lime sovereigns were
“Catholics firsl, i you please,” and men of honour afterwards, The
safe conduet would no d|uubt. have availed him Jittle, ifF it could have |
been wfely disregnrded ; but by this time the party of the Reformation |
hind become tos many and too powerful for their opponents o venture
on such o flagrant act, At that diet, on being again urged to retract,
hie replied, *“ Unless I be convinced by Seripture and reanson,” minrk
this, not Seripture only, but Seripture and reason : the Lwo wilnesses
“Unless T be convineod by Seriptare and reason, | neither can nor {
dare retract angthing, for iny conscience is a captive to God's Word,

}

my stand ; 1 ean do no otherwise, 8o help me, God.  Amen.”

On his return from Worma he wae, ol the instigation of his friend the
Elector of Baxony, seized by some horsemen in disguise and imprisoned
in the ewtlo of Warthurg —if that can be ealled imprisonment which
was o necessary ineasure of safety—for though the safe conduet could :
not be publicly disregarded, many nccidents might happen on the road. |
In thia fortress, or, ns he dates the letters which aftor o time hie was por-
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wore quill,  The Arohbishop of Maing and Magdobury, “;‘;\
vighest cooleainstioal oftice in u«rmun‘y. thought within sy, o,
o

to the sellers of indulgencos whom

this moddling monk s excommunicated and eaptive wndor bolts g
you may commence your sale withont let or hindrance ; no fuy “N,
vis disturbing us with his nonsensical elamours ngainst ey v o0
nows apoedily reached Luther in his prison i and as soon as he
tho design of the Archbishop, he said, ** 1 ehall writo ngainat 10 4
threat reached the ears of the Archbishop, and so terefied hiy,
sont wessongora Lo the court of the Kleotor Prinve of Gernumny, ey

him to prevent this threatoned book

received the gratoful "N{' Y ou may depend upon it 1 shall y
il

Lather to weite againat the Archbiehop

the Elector to Torbid.

, and o trouble the pulnlm‘
“The Klector will not lu\rmit." et Luther,  “Well, 1 shall g
* Ro he wrote the book, but befors publlnh,h’

Wy,
amsomblod togother, M::: Mg

' )
heay

that
treay,
g .:

p"'llh

Ty
by
from being publishad

.

! suif,

he thought he would give the Avchbishop a respito by sending liy, the

following wild lotter ns an ultimatum

“Your Eleotoral Highness has again Lited wp in Hallé the ido)

swallows up the money and the souls

’ Yoot th
ol poor Christians, Yoy u";:‘

porhaps, that T am vanquished, and that his Taperial Majosty will g
stifle the ories of the poor monk ;. but Know that T will nequit mys of
the duty that Chiristian charity imposes on e withoul fearing the Rl

of hell, much more without fearing
Therefore, my most humble prayer i,

popes, buhops, and carding),
that your HWighness will vosly,,

tho begiuning of this affuie, and how from o hitte spark o vast conflyg,,
tion has been Kindled. 'This poor mendicant, it was (hought, w,

thinks to attaek the Pope singlo-handed
taking ; but God has interposed, and |

1, in Loo alight for sueh an iy,
s given the Pope more lal,,

and eare than ho had since ho har aeated himsell in God's tey il

to lord it over the Chureh. That

game God s hving bl Ty

man donbt ity He will bo able to vesisl o eardinal of Maing, had ),
four emporors o back him; for Mo loves, above all things, to by,

down the ll cedars snd to humble

haughty Phavoahs. 1 therefy,

aequaint youe Tighness, by weiting, that if the idol ts not thrown dig,
I must, in obedience to God's dootrine, publicly attack your Highye,
ns 1 attacked the Pope himsellf,  Your Highness will conduct youry

(he spaece of fifteen days, Given in n

| necording to this notiee ; Loxpeot a prampt avd sullicient answer will,

i deasrt, the Sunday after 8

Catherine's, 1521, Your Electoral Highness's dovoted and submusiy

M AN Dvvigg "

Now ono might naturally expect that, if the Avehbishop did not try

such a letter feom his “ dovoted and su
aftor having invoked the secular pow

bimissive " servant with contemp,
o, ho would take some stogs 1y

Imuinll the presumption of an iluprinnuml. excommuntented, and oy
awod monk, ospecially as ho had the Crown rince and probably th,
Emporor to back him, or, if he condeseended to veply to the letter, i
would bo in no mild torms,  Well, after waiting till the tteon dags of

grace were nearly over, ho thus wrote:

“My dear Siv Doctor,~1 have received nnd vead your lotter, s

have taken it in good parct, 1 think

, however, that the eanse whieh

induced you to write me such on epistlo has long ceased to exul, |

design, with God's help, to conduet

mysell ns o prous Highop and

8 Christian Prince, snd 1 own that God's grace ia necemsary tome, 1dy
not dm\y that 1 am o sinful man, who ean sin and ere, and who dos s
and eve overy day. 1 know that without Giod's grace 1 am s wseless and

fetid slime, like the rest of men, if not

even more &0, 1o reply (o your

letter, 1 have not wighed to conceal feom you this gracions disposition,

for I am more than desivous to test

iy to you, for Christ's sake, all

kindness and favour, I know how to receive o Chirigtinn and fraternsl

reprimand,  With my own hand,

“ Ainyne”

Thus the sale of indulgences was not renewed, and the Arehitshop
wie spared tho dreaded thunderbolt, which had been forged and s

pended over his hend by this new Jupi

tor Tonane,

In his prison Luther wrote many books, both sontroyersal and for
the edification of the Chureh, and there he commenced the translation of

the Seriptures into the langusge of the

people.  Attempts ot teanslation

had been previously made by otheras, but for various rensons Lhoss wers
unsuceosslul, for there wae o law prohibiting the translabion and eir
culation of (he Seriptures in the common tongue,  The way beng no
prepared, all diffioultion wers overcome by the teanalation which Luther

commenced in 1521 and completed 1
finishod and published within a year,

1534, The New Testament was
snd wan wo well exeonted oz to

command evon the aprobation of tho Catholio clergy,  Although in two

folio volumes, it was sold for aboul
proved the most effectunl sehoolmngter
many, for those who could alrendy rea

halfaaorown,  Thoe franslation
that had been known iu Ger
A o Little extended their know

ledge, and those who did not know theie lettora spoeidily learat, that
they might be able to read n book which had enused ench esoitenent
A feeble attompt. was mnde to enforos the existing ediol against (he
rending of the Seriptures, but finding it useless the Catholics i despait

wmsued an odition of their own ; desirou

s of getting it specdily civenlated,

they made two or thyee vorbal nlterntions, of no great conseguence, i
Luther's version, and published theie hook as i new teanslation,  Thos

[ who would have regarded the foueh of

Lanther's Now Teatament ns epirs

tunl defiloment cageorly bought and vead it ne tasned by the puthonty of
their own Chuvel, A an enemy 1o the Relormntion wroto ot ths e,
and it is neither safs nor vight to g0 ngainst conscienge,  There T (ko |4 Shovmnkers, women, and oven idiots vead this book with avidity | (1]

carry it about with them everywhere, n

Lvrnen anp Kino
The Reformation, ne regardas Clorma

[n two other countries, Switzerland and Bogland, a siilar pe

rovolution wae in |_)ruqlrwl, nnd in both
personal influence, T

he King of Lng

ud mumbers know it by heaet,”

Hesey VILL,

ny, was now Vilhm“l\' complated.
Lg'nul

'i"'"‘ mdependently of Luthors
and, Meney VI, Lind been

mitted to write, this Tsle of Patmos, he had every thing he could desire. | educated for the Chureh, and if s eldor brother Avthur b i,
After the turmoil, of which he wan tho canee and part, such seclusion | Henry would have boen Archbishop of Canterbury @ but wallers wers
wan o weleome relief,  Shut up in this eaatle theough the fear of others | otherwiss orderad, and the Churoh lost hin servioes i1 thal vapacily.
for lis safety, this solitary monk was still a power to his friends and | Being . very learned theologist, fond of divinity, and a hatee of Ay

ngainst the encmics of truth and liborty, for be wielded a weapon which,
with all improvements in meane and matorial of warfare, hoe not been
o ed. A materisl weapon 106; small snough for an infant to
1ift, or for n man to blow away with a breath, but which the strength
anly of sueh as Luther could ually wield,  Bimply o pen-a grey-

onee, Hie firal stop was to enforee |

head, who provesded with grest pom

Cimmense erowd of people wondering w

| eavour of heresy, b rosolved to orush Lather and the Reformation ot

AT Hdiot of W i nl.
Ho a magnifieent procession was formed, with Onﬂlh::lm\'&‘:ln‘l-:f".'“”

Al ale
r Lo H!-.‘ Paal's, followed by an
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sermon had been preached against heresy, the books of the
m,,;: were publioly burnt. This was the first news the people had
of the Reformation in Germauy, and nothing was bettor calenlated to
excite thoir curiosity to know more. Henry thon wrote to the Rlector
of Germany, that as he, the King, had dor}n his part in burning the
heretioal books, the Eloctor must now do l.ua, and burn the author of
them ; this being a little more than the prince could accomplish, had he
boen ever 8o willing, Henry became convineed that the progress of tho
Reformation was owing to the extremo ignorance of the German princes
and ecclesinstics, and that it only required an able man like himself to
write a book against it, and thus consign it and its originator to their well-
merited oblivion. So out came “ A Defence of the Seven Sacraments ;
inst that Avch-heratic, Martin Luther, by the most Invineible King
of England and France, and Lord ol Treland, Henry the Kighth of the
Name."  The book created a great sensation in the Roman-Catholie
Church, chiefly becauso n King had condescended to write it. The
Pope recoived it with the most extravagant praise, and issued a Bull
conferring on the King the title of Defender of the Faith, This was
signed by himself and twenty-seven cardinals, and with it was sont a
letter in the Pope's handwriting praising Honry for his gravity, meek-
ness, and gentleness, averring that his book must have been inspired
by the Holy Ghost.  * If the heretics had beon men, and not the worst
of devils, they would already have boen converted.” This titlo of
Defender of the Faith has been retained by all our govoreigns since it
was given. Onee, when its initials I¥, 1. had :'lc(-idpn(ully or purposely been
left out ot the flovin when first issued, such an outery was made by
Protestants, who thought they saw in the omission some jesuitical
gchome—Sheil, a Roman Catholie, being then Master of the Mint—that
the letters were restored, and pure Protestantism saved for that time.

To return to the Defender’s book. Luther wrote and published n
reply, and it must be admitted that he does not deal very tenderly with
the work or its author. Henry, who bhad been praised by the Pope as a
model of meekness and gentleness, had in his book called Tuther an
mfernal wolf, a poisonous viper, a limb of the devil, and strongly
urged that he should be burned. Though Luther never went so far as
to say that the most violent of his adversaries should be burned, or in
any way molested by the gecular power, yet in return for the king's
display of zoological knowledge in his book, he called the most
Invineible King of England and Lord of Ireland a swine, with other
epithets equally choice and appropriate. This so envaged the Pope’s
model of meeknessand gentleness, that even Tiuther pitied him, and wrote
an apology, excusing himself for his former severity on the king's book,
by saying he did not believe that such a stupid book could possibly have
been written by a king of Xngland. This was beyond endurance ; but
as Luther was ont of his veach, his own courtiers suflered from the
effects of his wrath.

However, what the wisdom of the King of Tngland never could have
accomplished, his folly, or his vices—for it amounts to the same thing
—was the means of accomplishing, as we all know. The principles of
the Reformation had been elowly maturing in the hearts of the people
from the time of Wickliffe, and Henry merely broke the political
shell whieh confined it. The man who could not reform his own
conduct, could still less effect a reformation in a kingdom. Another
book which the king wrote to compose his mind, after beheading his
fourth wife Catherine Howard, is entitled, * A Necessary Doctrine for
any Christian Man." Unfortunately the memory of what this necessary
doctrine wns has passed away, while the author’s unnecoessary practice
15 well remembered. Luther’s warfare was now over, and he oceupied
himself in writing and preaching the truths he had learned, until he
died in peace at Kisleben, the place of his birth, at the ago of sixty-
three.

Varteries og Meprumsinr,

Thus briefly [ have narrated the leading incidents of the public
career of the Reformer, as they may be f()ung in any life of him, or in
any history of his work—the Reformation in Germany. Xven in this
popular outside history of the German monk, we have glimpses of a
power working in and through him, of which he may be called, as
mdeed he regarded himself, merely the medium. In himself he was
truly one of the weak things of this world. Irightened at a thunder-
storm, terrified by the gruff sound of a friendly voice, in spite of, nay,
perhaps, partly because of such nervous sensitiveness, he became a
power that made kings and pricsts tremble. e was a spirvit finely
touched to fine issues. It is, perhaps, too early for us to say. what
kind of physiecal and psychical nature is most mediumistic, whether
in the inner or outer degree—the unconscious, common in a grealer
or lees extent to all; and the rarer conscious or open mediumship.
Yet I think experience will so far confirm the observation, that the
most susceptible of spiritual influences are the *poor in spirit,” —not
the poor spirited, a very different class of men altogether. Tuther
was poor in spirit, but very far from being poor spirited. “I'he poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven;” those who consti-
tutionally are almost nervously distrustful of their own strength or
ability, very sensitive to the judgment of others, and who, until they
have attained sure foothold on the rock of principle, are apt to be
influenced rather by imnpulse or affection than by reason. Assuredly
we cannob draw @ bard and fast line of certainty between one class of
natures and another, for everyone partakes of humsn nature in all its
couditions ; but, generally speaking, I think such distinction will hold
good. Genius, as distinguished from talent, is the inner and higher
mediumship. A man can receive nolhing, except it be given him from
above. Tivery original thought, every gorm of invention or discovery,
is born from above in fruitful minds.  “Thoughts beyond their
thoughts to such high souls are given.” How frequently do we find
that when someone has made a discovery in science or art, substantially
the same discovery bas been made by another about the same time in
a different locality. The new truth, it is usually said, was in the air,
truly in the spiritual atmosphere, waiting to be born on earth. Every
new thought is thus a revelation, an inspiration from the source of all
thought. Doubtless it passes through intermediate intelligences, serving
each spiritual rank and order in its own dominion, and through
successive transmission becomes more and more adapted to the form
and wants of various stages of progress, from archangelic down to
earthly humanity. No positive idpea can be wholly false, because every

iden hag its origin in the fountain of weuth. Xrror is imperfect Lbruth ;
mon seize, t.hroufh solfishness or ignorance, one aspect merely of n
truth, to the neglect of the othors,  Mon gradually cast off this one-
sided way of looking, which is the source of error, and, as they advance
in growth from natural to spiritual thought, they attain to o new
degree of discornment, and perceive the swmo truths in a highor and
purer light. No truth can ascend to heaven, but what has come down
from heanven, beeause in its essence il is in heaven, This is the rational
explanation of the spiritual, celestial, and divine senses of truth which.
Swedenborg says are contained within the natural degree, When the
Jewish Tabernncle was (o be furnished after n hieavenly pattern, the
chiof artists, Bezaleol and Aboliab, were medivums, chosen beenuse they
were “wise-hearted mwen,” and *“filled with the Spirit of God, in
wigdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of

workmanship in gold, umf’uilvnr, and brass.”

Liveryono, Lo tho extent in which he loves and secks the trath, is o
medium for spivitual intelligences, not the less hecause he may be un-
conscious of outward impressions,  Yet when | adduce Luther as a
spiritunl medium, I mean to show that he was not merely what every
enrnest, trath-loying mun or woman is and must be, a mediumn of
gpiritual truth and goodness to the world, but also in what has become
in our day the ordinary sense of the term, one who has sensible inter-
course with spiritugl intelligonces,

Betweon the two there is an intermedinte degree, of which wost of
us have some personal experience. Sometimes in a condition between
sleeping and waking, al others, when wide awuke, o suggestion, having
no appurent connection with the subject of our thoughts, comes into
the mind, or is heard nudibly by the inward ear; or a strong impres-
sion; as ol a power inand yet higher than ourselyes, urges to right
action, from which, through weakness or indolence, we would other-
wise have turned aside. To such an intermediate stage we may
attribute the courageous bearing of Luther before Lhe diets of Augsburg
and Worms. “God hurries and drives me," he said: “1 am not
master of myself. I wish to be quiet, and am hurried info the midst
of tumult;"” and at the latter diet he said, “Ieve I am, T ean do no
otherwise; God help me.” To this intermediato stage belongs also
that inward voice which made Luther flee with horror from Vilate's
ataircase at St. Peter’s; “The just skall live by faith” A #piritunl
statement, nobt original certainly; wholly original thoughts are rare,
and still more rarely are they better than what lies ready to our hands,
when we are ablo to grasp them. Luther had read this statement both
in the Old and New Testament Seriptures, perhaps frequently, but the
thought, to use a common expression, had not steack him till now. A
stonoe is nothing new as it lies on the road, but when thrown al us with
sure aim by a strong hand, we realiso its force in a different way.
Some may be thinking that the proposition is neither new nor true; it
was meroly the cause of that great Protestant heresy—justification by
faith alone. To such we say, Just consider the proposition as it stands
in thoe book from which the epirit took it to give to Luther, and you
will find, whatever you may think of that book as a whole, that (his
proposition is undoubtedly true, It is to bie found first in the Prophet
Habakkuk in these words, ¢ Behold, his sonl which is lifted up, is not
upright in him: but the just shall live by his faith.” A man, say,
believes in money with his whole heart and goul, and his mind and
strength are consequently daily exercised in acquiring and hoarding—
ho lives by his faith. Another sanys ho believes in integrity and in
purity, but his life is contrary to his profession ; evidently he is not
a just man, for the just man lives by his faith. A mun who believes
in righteousness lives righteously—that is, he lives by lig faith, In
very deed, every man lives by his faith, for the life evidences the faith,
and not the faith the life. Nothing can be simpler and more reagon-
able. But did not Luther somewhat misunderstand the proposition,
and put mere profession or opinion for faith? Not so much, I think,
ag is supposed. The Church, in ifs dotage, had come to suppose that
heaven might be gained by repeating so many prayers, by a pilgrimage
to this or that shrine, by climbing up on hands and knees some stons
ateps; and the old voice returns to this son of the Church, whose ears
are open to hear, and whose heart is ready to receive the truth, and
cries, ““The just man shall live by none of thig thing, but by his faith in
a righteous God, who will be satisfied only with right thought and
action "—if Luther added * not by works,” he meant such idle works as
the Church esteemed meritorious. If others have changed the original
truth into falsity, the blame is theirs, Faith means real spiritual life,
not opinion. Any man can live even by fuith alone, though the
“alone” is not a scriptural word, but the contrary; but no man can
live the true life by doctrine or opinion, whether alone or by any
addition be may choose to make.

Lurnee's Reniciovs Tesers.

While on the subjoct of Luther's belief, just a word or two on some
of its tenets. Ior as I am setting forth the Reformer and the Reform-
ation ag inspired from the spiritual world, I think it well to show the
reasonableness of the instruction thence received. Luther differed both
from the Roman Catholic Church and from Protestants generally in the
doetrine of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; more apparently from
all Protestant Churches, except the one ealled after himself, than from
the Roman Catholics. e was loyal to o book, and it is a good thing
for a man to be loyal to something, ITe believed especially that tho
recorded words of Christ wero the words of one far wiser than himself,
or any other he knew of. 8o when Christ said of a loaf of bread, * This
is my body,” Luther did not say he understood what was meant, but ho
was sure that whatever Christ said must be teue, and he dared not alter
the words to suit his poor comprehension. Thus, when publicly
debating with one of his brother Reformers on this question, his strongest
argument was to take Lhe altar-cloth, on which the words * Hoc est Corpus
amewm” were imprinted, and shake it in his antagonist’s face. Now,
leaving out of account the action, I think Luther was right in his loyalty,
not merely to o book, but to a man whom he believed knew what he
affirmed. Say, T know nothing of chemistry, and one in ‘.vhoso _t-ru!.h-
fulness I haye the most unbounded confidenee, snd who is n_scmnuﬁc
man, makes somo startling nssertion of xome fuct in chemistry. Tt
would be -yery foolish, as well as uncourteous, for me to say, “ You
cannot mean t{mt; you must mean gomething very different.”” It might
be not altogether correct for mo to say, “I beliove the statoment,’
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because I may not know what it means, and it is most true that a man
can believe nothing except so far as he understands it ; but I believe in
the man who affirms, and I may in time get to understand, and so
believe in his statement. This was Luther's position, and I think it was
a sound one. The Roman Catholic Church deny the words as they
stand in the book by virtually adding to them. They make the speaker
say, not “This is,” but * This has become my body; and it can always be
made or transubstantiated into my body by a properly-ordained priest.”
The words bear no such meaning. The Protestant Churches, on the
other hand, take away from the words, and make Christ say, not “* This
is,” but “This represents my body.” Tuther thought if Christ had
meant this, he would have said so. So he adopted what is called con-
substantiation, which means that, somehow or other, the bread is the
body of God; Aow, he could not say. Now, it seems to me that, to
Spiritualists at least, the question is a very simple one, and will become
still more plain as spiritual doetrine and spiritual phenomena are better
understood. What is matter? Not, as you already know, that solid,
impenetrable, and inert substance which materialist philosophers
affiem. I think spiritual substance has proved and. is proving itself to
be the greater reality of the two. T do not believe in wmatter, except as
a mode of spiritual substance. I believe in one God, and not in two.
So I belteve in one substance only, of which all visible things are modes
or manifestations. God is omnipresent beecase he is in every existence
as its essential life. Every visible object, animate or inaniwate (so
called), is a manifestation or embodiment of Deity. Surely what imparts
or sustains life—even mere natural life—has God, the living God in it.
Bread imparts or sustains life, therefore bread has God in it; therefore
bread is an embodiment, or body of God, in its own degree of existence.
True, that is comparatively a lower degree of existence, but it is as real
as the hizhest: and from the lower we ascend to the higher, and to
the highest trath which is—that perfect humanity of which Christ was
the type, is the body of God. If bread is his body, much more is the
lowest outcast that walks in the street bis body, and still more when
such an one is united in conscious union and communion to the
perfected body of humanity. Christ did not say, “This bread is I,”
but simply. “my body.” and in that declaration shows to what a
height of beinz he had attained, when he realised in himself his union
with the universe, humanity, and Deity. To some, perhaps, this may
not appaar so simple and true at present as it will on further reflection.
Though Luther did not reason out the dogma, but merely accepted i,
be did not by any means fail of attaining to another doctrine closely
related to the sacramental declaration.

Luther, more than any Christian teacher I know of, kept free on
the one hand of the denial of the humanity of God, and on the other
of the denisl of the divinity of man. If God is not human, He can
have no sympathetic relationship with mar: if man is not divine, he
can have no sympathetic relationship with God. Luther, regarding the
best man of whom he had any knowledge, said this man truly was
divine; he had attained to absolute union with Deity. and if one man
can become one with the Father, all men may. “God,” he says,
* became man, that man might be made God.” *We ought,” he says,
““to let Christ be a natural man, preecisely such as we are, and not make
a difference between his nature and ours, save in the matter of sin and
grace. The Papists have come to regard Christ solely as a rigid judge,
who inspires all around with horrors of death; in other words, Christ,
in their view, has agzain receded to a distance, and has become mere
Deity. To preach this is to preach hell and horrors.” A man aided
by grace is more than a man: yes, the grace of God makes him god-
like and partaker of God; wherefore also the Seriptures designate
him God, and tbe Son of God." Luther enters into the philosophy
of this question at great Ieng\h, and reasons closely and clearly.

One great mistake he did undoubtedly make, and for this he
suffered all his lifetime from a mental blindness which gives a sad tone
to his outward spiritual experiences. In his abhorrence of the sale of
indulgences and remission of the paius of purgatory, he denied the
reality on which the erroneous teaching and shameful traffic was based.
He denied the existence of Hades, or the world of spirits. To him
there was only Heaven for the good and Gehenna for the evil, and so,
following him, our Translators have abolished Hades from the New
Testament. To this fact, more perhaps than we imagine, is owing the
reluetance of the religious world to believe in spiritual phenomena.
All men, as they have been taught, go either to heaven or to hell, and
the inbabitants of the one are too happy to eare to return, even if they
could, while those of the other realm are too securely bound to obtain

such a privilege, though, strange enou%h, the prince of that region has |

liberty to come and goat will. But Hades will not be ignored. It
asserted its existence in Luther's case very strongly, and to a great extent
ineffectually. He had a fixed persuasion that the kingdom of darkness
was neaver, fo him at least, than the kingdom of light. The prines of
ill, as he regarded him, was his constant attendant night and day. The
Reformer never saw any visible appearance, but he heard plenty of
noises, and had fraquent conversations and discussions with the spirits,
not merely as regards himself, but in the case of others; no matter in
what kind of form the spirit appeared. or what the nature of the com-
munications, 0 his mind they could only be from one source, and by
one agency. A gentleman, whose wife appeared to him after her
decsase, asked who she was, and she replied, I am your wife.” “Mjy
wife,” said he, ““is dead.” ¢ True,” she answered, ““by reason of your
swearing and sin I died, but if you will abstain from swearing I will
eontinue to visit you." This she did for some time, but on one occasion
ke broke his promise, and be saw her no more. “ Thus." says Luther,
“did the devil ; he can transform himself into the shape of man or
woman.” A eitizen whose child had died heard it every night, and
wrote to Luther asking his advice. He replied that his correspondent
snight rest assured it was merely some derice of the devil, and recom-
mended that they should jeer and ridicule the evil spirit. This advice
was acted on,and the spirit left off troubling them—* because,” said
Luther, ““ he is a proud spirit, and not able to bear contempt.”

Mernops of Deanxe witn Tue DEvie.

Now it is easy to see that this is an effectual method of driving away
one class of spirits, and as Lutber could hardly be persuaded of the
roinistry of but one class, or rather one spirit—the prince of the
power of the sir—he must have congratulated himself on this short and

| my bed; I did not, however, feel disquieted. When I awoke, I heard

casy way of overcoming the spirit of evil. The one class of SPIFits gz,
which it could possibly have any influence is the good, whether in or ot
of the flesh. If a good spirit ﬁx.uls his company undesivable, op it

character and motives mistaken, it departs asa matter of course. 1,,:
as for evil men, whether in the material or the spiritual world, | m.,'.i
than doubt whether Luther’s plan would not rather encourage iy,
drive them away. Feeling real fear and affecting contempt is nof 1},
best way to resist and overcome the devil. Various kinds of CXOTCl4y,
have been tried with more or less success against this supposed objecyis,
incarnation of evil. 1st. There is the seientific method, which is to proy,
that no such being exists. This isillustrated in the case of a comparatiy,
anatomist who dreamed that the evil one appeared to him in the trag;.
tional guise of the god Pan, with the regulation horns and cloven fue
“Tam come to eat you,” said the appearance, * Fat me?” replied t).
professor ; “let me sce—horn and hoof—herbivorous—quite impge.
stble—you can't do it.”

Thoroughly scientific this—the mere scientist can never see anythin,
beyond the visible world except in a dream, and he rashly concluds
his vision to be the measure of every man's knowledgze. Then, thouzh ,
herbivorous animal may have no inelination to eat you, even a philoe.
pher would not like to be confronted by a mad bull in a nareow la
The Friendly plan is a little better. A Quaker persuaded a ratle,
worldly relative to attend one of their meetings, which happened t 1,
a silent one. “'Well,” said the Friend, on coming out, *how didst thy,
like our meeting?* ¢ Like,” he replied, ¢ I thought it enough t
the devil.” “I am much pleased thou thinkest so, for that is the ve
object of our meetings.” Still better, if not the best kind of resista
is illustrated in the case of the old woman who had such confidencs i
God's protecting providence asto be fearless of all things visible
invisible. To decide a wager one dressed himself up in the trad
costume with a hideous mask, and stood on a moonlight evening
lane which the woman had to pass. As she came up, and fearl
attempted to pass, he said, “ Don't you know who Tam? TamL:
# 0 yes!" she exclaimed quite sorrowfully, *and I greatly pity you: i
you are a poor creature.,” This wasa kind of contempt, it iz true b
of a celestial gquality.

The conception of Blake the painter, who was also a seer of =p
is more spiritual :

¢ The accuser of sins at my side doth stand,
And he holds the money-bags tight in his hand;
For my worldly goods God makes him pay,
But he'd pay for more, if to him I would pray.
He says it I don’t worship him as God,
I shall eat coarser fare and go worse shod ;
But, as I don’t value such things as these,
Youmay do, Mr. Devil, just as God please.

This is exquisite. Not, observe, as you, but as God pleases.

LuTHER AND SPIRITCAL PHENOMENA.

Luther, in one incident which came under his observation, was forsd
to admit the fact of angelic ministrations. “In a place,” he wr
“not far from Zwicka, in Franconia, where I lay at the time. it by
}uened that a child (which searcely could go or speak) in winter tims
ost itself in a wood, and was constrained to remain in the wood thre:
nights and two days, in which time there fell a great snow, insomusk
that the child was covered therewith. But every day there came a maz
and brought it something to eat and to drink, and went away again
On the third the man came and brought meat, and led the child
the place where it lay into the roadway, by which means it got home.a
told its parents plainly what had happened ; I heard, myself, the chi
relate it as significantly (which neither before nor in three years' spae
after that time spake any word that might be understood) as I myzl
could have related the same. This man,” said Luther, * that attend
on the child was an angel.” An angel, undounbtedly, but like that anz
who spake to John in Patmos—one of our brethren and fellow servaz
one, probably, who while in the flesh had loved ehildren and min
to them. :

The time and circumstances of the first instance of outward spiritus
phenomena in Luther's case cannot, with certainty, be ascertained
probably the following letter to Melancthon marks the beginning
‘“Bince,” he wrote, “I departed from Worms and was taken cap
Eisnach, and since I inhabited the castle of Wartburg—my P
I have seen no one, only two little boys attend me, who bri
victuals twice a day. They purchased a bag of hazel nuts for me,
I pladed in a chest. At night, when I entered my bedroom, I fll
a kind of sleep, the nuts all appeared to move, and to be thrown am

a loud noise on the staircase, yet I knew that it was closed with chain
and protected by an iron gate, and that it was impossible any personc
enter; yet I arose to see what it was. * Who art thou?’ I asked.
answer. Ah, well, be it so. I commended myself to Christ, of
it is written in the Sth Psalm. ‘Thou hast subdued all thing
his feet,” and I returned to my bed. At that time the wife of Jok:
Berblitz had come to Eisnach. She conjectured I was in the castle.
she wished to sce me; but it was impossible. I had been remorad
another part of the castle; and the lady of Berblitz had been con
to the chamber which T had occupied. She heard that night s
noize as induced her to believe it was caused by ten thousand devil

After this his experience in what he regarded as diabolism becam®
so common that he ceased to write of them specially. Onge, as the
tradition goes, be hurled his inkstand at the disturber; and I believe
what is =aid to be the mark of that token of defiance is shown on ih¢
wall of his room to this day. I am, however, inclined to think, 5ot
withstanding the visible testimony of Luther's mark, that the story if
true in the spiritual sense only; undoubtedly he did hurl an inkstand
with very great effect, at the real enemy of truth and goodness th
mark of which does remain to this day, and cannot be erased by any
detergent yet discovered. The literal story is merely traditional, but
the spiritual fact is, as the children say, truer than trae. It is irs own
verification. It is one of the many instances in which a tradition mar
embody a large amount of spiritual verity. Though, as I said, Luthers
favourite method of exorcism —contempt — may be very successiul
against one class of spirits —the good —it cannot drive away the
lower class; nor can it, we are thankful to believe, so affron: the
very highest as to make them cease to love and serve us. They ar
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. e go long ae they ean ministor, oven indirectly,
ml‘lﬂfoaa,m,mmiz:f& They ave willing to b misunderatood n cy o ;
charactor and motives, 16 you vegard an angel of light as the prines
of dackness, no matter, it ho can even in llm(: ohavactor vender you unr
worviees Luther had ono powerful attraction tor good spirvity, which
wold neutealise to them many ropelling qunlities,
Bonest ; he bind an intense love of truth, and would receive it from any |
quartar=={rom the Pope-—yea, oven fram the father of Tes if he could
bo convineed that it was the truth. © This is ungquestionable, pinos he
wetunlly did give up opiniond and practicos which he helieved to be
sight, when convineed {:y the superior ressoning of an invisiblo spirit
whom o belisved to be the father of e, It was only by slow degrovs |

that what i now called Lutheranism (lu\'ulan-tl i Lother's wind, oy I

somoe time after denouncing the sale of indulgences, he was lnyyul Lo the

Pope, and still l-mg'vr to the Papal Chuvel,  Fhe part of its ritual lost

ivon up was the eelebration of private muss, whieh is still o part of the

fomnn Catholio ritual,
partakes of the communion supper alone,
aftor he had broken off from the Chareh, until in one of hig many con-
troversies with, as ho believed, the enemy of all teuth and righteous |
ness, he beoame comvineod of the unrensonablencss of the practioe,

The meident, and indeed tho whole of the controversy between him |

and his antagonist, is related by himsell, and is to be found in the |

complete German edition of his works,  * Awaking trom a sound sleep |
a fow mights ago, the devil, who, 1 ean assuve you, has made
wany anwneasy night, began to speak to moe ns follows . —* Listen to

me, O learned man 3 do you not know that for these fifteon yoars you

have been in the duily habit of saying private masses?  Now, what if

all this time you have committed daily acts of idolatry, and instead |
of the body and blood of Christ you have adored,
lo others to adore, nothing but plain bread and wine?""  Luther

asserts bis priestly capacity and  sincerity, and is answered thal l
the Turks and heathen have as good reagsons for their faith and |
practioe; thit the Lord's Supper was meant to bo a communion, and |
there could be no communion where one man only partook of the ele-
ments. At one part of the controversy Luther says, © My heavt began to
beat, and the coLl swoat to ooze out from every pore. T'he devil put forth
his whole argumentative force, and he has a deep and powerful tone of |
voiea, Nor,” he continues, ““can such an altercation continue long ; on the |
sontrary, question and answer Iast but an instant. It was then | plainly |
perceived how it does sometimes happen that people are found in the
morning dead in their beds. He ecan destroy the human frame when
and where he chooges ; nay, so oppress the soul as to foree it from the
body, as he has often nearly done mine, so that T am convineed that both
the Emperor and Ucolampadius were killed in the same manner, for no
human being unassisted by CGod can withstand it. And on this oceasion, |
however, he got the upper hand of me ; but still T listened to what he had l
tosay.” The result was, Luther was brought over to hig antagonist's opin- |
ion, and 1s not ashamed to confess the change, nor the agent of his conver-
sion. Than this defeat, and the frankness of its acknowledgiment—1 know
of nothing more noble, and I have read of nothing in all history which
more clearly manifests a genuine love of teuth for its own sake. True, it
was very illogical to suppose that a spirit wholly confirmed in evil could
possibly be interested in the promotion of truth. * Whoever,” said
Luther at another time, * wishes to see a true picture of the devil, let
bim place before his eyes an ungodly, haughty, insolent, and blasphem- |
ous man or woman, whose heart and thoughts ave totally directed

against God, and who takes delight in doing people mischief : there he

will pereeive the veal devil in actual form.” Very true—quite a photo-

graphie portrait ; but it is difiicult, if not impossible, to imagine such

an one, whether as man or spivit, having tﬁm ability to distinguish

olearly between truth and error, and to be anxious for the promotion of

truth,  Nevertheless, the Reformer's honesty shines forth even morve

clearly than if he had been strictly logical in his estimate of diabolical

oharacter,

On onterinF the spiritual world, all such dimness of vision as to the
character of his ministering friends, we may well suppose, would pass
away, We are not, indeed, left to conjecture merely in his case.
A greater seer—Emanuel Swedenborg—to whom the spiritual world
was, for the last twenty or thirty years of his carthly life, more real
than the natural, says be had about one hundred inferviews with
Luther, whom he found in a state of advancement far beyond other
of the Reformers, and that the Reformer told him an angel had tried
to persuade him while on earth of the truth of what Swedenborg was
discussing, viz., that love was greater than faith. He had in his own
swhward wa,
the hour of darkness were forgotten amid the fulness of light and
eace into which he had entered, because he loved and sought after the
ight. As in boyhood he ran from those who brought him bread, and
said in his riper years, “Thus we often run away with terror from
some angel of Ctod who brings only blessings with him,” so if in his
manhood he ran from spiritual bread bringers, it was not so fast nor
80 far as to prevent the heavenly strength of the messengers from
overtaking him. And when, the veil having been lifted by another
messenger, whom in our hour of dimmess we call Death, but whose
true name is the Angel of the Resurrection, the scales fell from his
eyes, he found in his supposed antagonist none other than his angelic
teacher and guardian—

“Not a friend, a brother more,”

This Luther continued to do |
|

THE CHURCH MILITANT.

1 say, friend Burns, here's a pretty go! Have you insured your life?
Here's the end of the world eoming, in what our American cousing term
“ gverlasting smash,” at least so far as you and 15, Southampton Row
are concerned,  Have you heard of the war-whoop raised by the Chris-
tian minister, aling the head-hitter of the Christian Spiritualist (Heaven
save the mnri!), in the number issued this month ? Noj; I am sure you
we not, or there would have been an explosion in the next number of

BOIUH,
it is a real fact ; the Rev. Frederic Rowdy Young, the dear gen-
wh of his note-paper, has

Tﬁﬂiﬂﬁptnml mottoes at the

who
meed his intention of coming all the way from Bwindon to 15,
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nob expeens hin apinions in the manner proseribed b /
tialint,  Liston to what our doy hty ehmmplon tins weitten, and you
will then have the latest edition af L

written under some doael and wysterions il usnes,
some vomarks of yourn in the Memiow of January Sed, Me. Young
Ho wan thoroughly | goes on to sy -

menn and geatuitons nwnlt,
| he waged by the ditor of the Moty with those whio are somelimes

conptenined to difler Teom him, we ean only say that thore may some day
Lo ta brench of the pesce’ commtied an 1O, Souwthampton Row, of
charactor fune wore steiling o agrecable, and the legal econsequences of
which the Bditor of the Christian Spiriualict will be quite prepared (o
benr.
uttnek,
X ; o brothor Editor as one genblomnn should treat another, we shall by
The priest veads the sacrnmental service, and | propared to

b
that will result ina kind of iteravy chowing of (he end,
aro apt sometimes, but only ovensionnlly, 1o ik out ™ a little yourself,
wnd T don’t wonder at it but now | am glad you have at last et with
o minigter of the right, sort—one belonging to the trae Chureh militant

O PASS paad, though 1 very much doubt, whether he'll get them inside,
trust the assdlant. may not huet bis knveklog,

entertained angels unawares, and all mistakes made in |
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Gight Thoughts,” evidently

oung's ] |
Aller reforring to

“Wo unhesitatingly and indignantly deny the statement, which is n
L thin in o fnie specioen of the waelore (0

Thin is our only ponsible anmwer Lo an un‘)ruvukwl and cownrdly
When the Editor of the Myenmos fnds it possible ta preat,

give dis romnrks all possible attontion, but nevee until then.”

There, friend Burnn, you can * pot that in your pipe and smoke it
L you don't kmake—well, then, It may afford * food for refleetion,” and
Yo know you

who will ex—pound his striking arguments againet your bard northern

I only

It i sbrange that thers occurs o little episude in the same number of

the Christian Spivitualist, which moy possibly throw some light on the
and exhibited ghovy visttar, ot 3 :

? | which the spirit of a well-cducated Magdalone, baving secured Mr.
Young up a mouthpicee, vents her agony in verse ; af the termination of
the seene the reinstated minister thus moralises :—

It is in the form of a little dramatic spirit-scens, in

“A woman's fall, from a state of chastity to astate of wachastity, is

very often only an inverted and wisdirected form of seli>gherifice : and
self-sacrifice i in iteell o noble a thing, that even when it takes

wrong directions, il may contain within itself the elements of ite own
recovery to a right state,”
Now, ie it not possible that the reverend gentleman's proposed

perilous adventure may, after all, be merely a kind of self-abnegation on

his part? Following tho example of his jesthetic Magdalens model,
he resolves to sink, or saerifice, for the time being, the ofiice of the
priest, and to rise into the dignity of the pugilist, for it is evident thut
he has two natures: the first surrounding him with a kind of aura of
dove-like simplicity, which, in the silvery tones of the sanctuary, invites
the carnal-minded man to come and partake of the feast of spiritual
things provided in his conventicle ; and the second, partaking more oi
the nature of the old Adam, or the Tom Sayers principle, prompting
him te retaliate, with carnal weapons, on the man who dares to attack
his prejudices,  Well, never mind, firiend Burns, don't be afraid; let
ug hope that this modern Sanl of Tarsus, breathing out threatenings
and slaughter, may, before he reaches your little Damascus, like hig
fiery prototype of old, become transformed into a milder medinm, for
the (li*scminat.ion of ‘ideas more in accordanes with the spirit and
character of that master whom he professes to serve.
Grorer Toxny,

Bristol, February 22nd, 1575,

[Though at all timeg we consider it to be our duty, whether pleasant or
pamnful, to stand up for truth and right, yet a personal squabble is to us
always distasteful. We certainly do not merit the epithet of coward
flung at us by our contemporary, when we expose ourselves to the
violence of a man several inches taller than ourself. Mr. Young, of
the Free (Fight) Christian Church, has taught Spiritualists a useful
lesson.  When the apostolic Spiritualism became Christianised, it
gcrsocnted free thought and pure Spiritualism, and we find Chrigtian
Spiritualism threatening to do the same thing to-day. The moral is
obvious.—HEn. M.}

A CRITICISM.
To the =ditor.—Siv,—~The letter signed = 1D.,” and endorsed by
AMr. Guppy, is not—as my observation and recollection testify—a fair
account. of what took place at the seance in question, The im-
pressions conveyed by it are misleading. M.A.

SPIRITUALISM AND PUBLIC OPINION.

To the Bditor.—S8ir,—In your issue of last weok, at page %0, I find
the following :—* A very stupid discussion on Spiritualism is appear-
ing just now in Public Opinion. Will not some of our readers who
have leisure let a little lig(lt. on the combatants, as they seem to be Jost,
in a wilderness of mere opinion ?”

You may well, Mr. Editor, designate the discussion as stupid ; but to
show you how, in an unpopular discussion of this kind, stupidity and
mere crude ignorant opinion would appear to be preferred to the hard
logic of facts, I may say that about a month ago I wrote to the editor
of Public Opinion vecommending to inquirers the * Hints for the Evi-
dences of Spiritualism,” by an M.P., and enclosing & copy of two
letters which appeared in the Mepiey some months ago—the one
 entitled * Rapid Development and Wonderful Manifestations,” written

by M. A.; the other headed * Cross and Crown.—Further Manifesta-
tions.” These letters contained, as you, Mr. Editor, will remember, o
most startling account of facts occurring under circumstances where
no deceptive delusion could be possible ; and yet, forsooth, because
the matter had already appeared in print, the letters, together with
my own short manuseript contribution, were rejected. And yet, Sir,
the raison d'étre of Public Opinion is the employment of matter that
has already appeared in type. Truly this is straining ata gnat and
swallowing a camel, and exhibits the fairness of the press in a very
dubious hight.—1 am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Srasuore T. Seeer, M.D.C.

[Public Opinion is composed almost entirely of extracts from other

Row to punch his brother editor’s head because he does

papers.—Xp, M.]
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THE CIRCULATION OF THE MEDIUM, AND
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.

Tar Publisher is instituting the greatest facilitios for circulating this
paper, and submits the following Scale of Subseriptions:—
One copy, post free, weekly, Ii:"l.; per annum, 6s. 6d.
10s.
ol »

Two coples | Ly 10d.
Threa , = g . 178, 4d.
four  ,, n . 19s. 6d.
Five o 2 5?:{. » &1 35 10d.

Six copies and upwards, in one wrapper, post free, 1d. each per week
or 4s. 4d. per year.

All such orders, and communications for the Editor, should be addressed
to JamEs Bukxs, Office of THE MEDIUM, 15, Southampton Row, Bloomsbury |
8quare, Holborn, London, W.C. |

Wholesale Agents—F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row, Lendon, E.C.;
Curtice and Co., 13, Catherine Street, Strand, London, W.C.; John
Heywood, Manchester; James M‘Geachy, 89, Union Street, Glasgow.

The Publisher is desirous of establishing agencies and depots for the
sale of ether Progressive periodicals, tracts, and standard works, and will |
be glad to receive communications from such as feel disposed to enter |
this field of usefulness.

CONTENTS OF LAST No. OF “THE MEDIUM.”

A Spiritualist’s Reply to a Christian’s Remonstrance—Miss Blackwell's
Letter to the “ Times "—Spirit-Individuality and Spirit-Faces—Spiritual-
ism in Scotland Two Hundred Years Ago—A Medical Opinion—A
Huunted House—More Subscribers to the Dialectical Report—Spirit-
Faces Under Test Conditions—The Experience of an Honest Investigator
—The Higher Phenomena of Spiritualism—Dr. Sexton and the * National
Reformer "—The Experiences of a Medium—Remarkable Phenomena in
the Country—A Successful Seance with Mrs. Holmes—A Soft Impeach-
ment — Mrs, Dickinson's Mediumship—A Sick Woman Fed by Spirits—
The Quarta-Centenary of Spiritualism--A Treatatthe Cavendish Rooms
—Next Sunday in London—Mr. Morse in London—Mrs. Butterfield’s
Tour—Mrs. Butterfield’s Spirit-Guides—The Continued Representation |
of Spirits—Manifestations at Mr. Guppy’'s—The Spirit-Faces at Home—
Bishop Auckland—Marylebone Association of Inquirersinto Spiritualism.
SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK, AT THE SPIRITUAL !

INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN. *

Faipay, FEBruvAry 23, Seance by Mr. Morse, Trance-Medium, at 8 o'clock. Ad-
mission, 1s.

SATURDAY, Maecy I, Seance by Mr. Herne, Medium for Physical Phenomena
and Spirit-forms, at 8 o'clock. Admission, 5s.

Suapay, Mascn 2, Service at Cavendish Rooms, at 7 o'clock. Questions from
the andience answered by Mr. J. Burns.

MoxDAY, MAnrcH 3, Private Social Meeting of Mediums, at 7.30.

Trespay, Marcn 4, Madame Louise’s Seance for the Spirit-faces, at 8§
o'elock. Admission, 2s. 6d.

WepNespAY, Magcx 5, Developing Circle by Mr. Cogman, at 8. Tickets ,
for a Course of Four Bittings, 6s.

TEURSDAY, MarcH 6, Seance by Mrs. Olive, Trance-Medium, at 8 o'clock.
Admission, 2s, 6d.
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PROGRESS OF THE DIALECTICAL REPORT.

In continuing the list of subscribers to the cheap re-issue, we
have chiefly to notice such applications as the following :—

I beg to suggest that you should open a list at the Institution for the
names of those who would like to have single copies of the Dialectical
Report on Spiritualism, and who may not be able to invest a pound in
eight volumes. T shall be happy to send my 2s. 6d. in advance if you
approve of the plan.

Our reply is that the book is cheap at Js.; as Spiritual litera-
ture goes, it is notoriously cheap, and all who kindly favour us
with their orders at that price, must be thankful for the privilege
of getting such a good bargain. We allow a discount of 50 per
cent. from that very moderate price as an inducement for Spiri-
tualists to do all they can to extend the sale of the hook.” In
doing so, we put all trade commissions and the cost of advertising
in the purchaser’s pocket, retaining only the merest trifle over
cost price to pay for wear and tear. The extra price which we
obtain for single copies is not much for the publicity we give the
work, and the support of a staff to retail it. We think we have
Lit on quite a new and equitable scheme of bookselling, and we
hope the Dialectical Report will not be the last instance of it.
To those who desire to obtain a copy of the Report at 2s. 6d. we
offer the following suggestions freely. Send to the Spiritual

Institution for a subscription-form: and; having obtained it,
place your name at the top of it for one or more copies, and
straightway solicit all and sundry to go and do likewise. There
iz searcely any Spiritualist but could get rid of eight or more
copies if they only tried. If the work was engaged in uni-
versally, thousands of copies might be disposed of, and a grand
work for Spiritualism eftected. Lven little boys and girls, if armed
with a su scription-list. might prove most eflicient commercial
travellers in this new line of business. See how the churches
press children and persuasive young ladies into their service to
collect subscriptions for missions and other objects. Many who
are pot Spiritualists would take a copy if asked in a_proper spirit,

and these are just the kind of people whom we ought to secure as
subscribers. 1

As it is, the work goes on cheeringly. A number of new names
appear on the list this weel, and Mr. Simkiss, Mr. Hawkes, Mr.
Iteedsman, and some others add to their number. Till the worl has

4Een pretty thoroughly done, we do not want to go to press,
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otherwise late comers would have to go unserved, as it e S
difficult to get the concession renewed. GRS

List oF PATRON SUBSCRIBERS ;—

H. Swepstone, Esq.

W. Volckman, Esq.

H. D. Jencken, Esq.

Mrs. Makdougall Gregory

Thomas Grant, Isq.

Enmore Jones, Fsq.

Mr. D. Richmond

Mr. J. Maynard, for Maryle-
bone Association

Mrs. Kerby

Mr. Fusedale

E. T. Bennett, Esq.

Lieut.-Colonel Steuart

Rev. W. R. Tomlinson

Dr. Gully

Sir Charles Isbam

Mr. J. F. Young

Mr. E. Redgate, for Notting-

ham Association
Mr. E. Foster, Preston
C. T. Hook. Esq.
J. B.
Truth Promoter
S. Hocking, Hsq.
Mr. B. Bradbury, Morley
C. Reimers, Esq.
T. Richardson, Esq.
N. Kilburn, Esq.
J. Wason, Esq.
Miss Ponder
R. Beamish, Hsq.
Mcr. J. Appleby Alnwick

P. Derby, Esq., Northampton |

R. A. Wainwright, Esq.

Mr. T. Danby, Manchester
Mcr. S. Howarth, Huddersfield
Dr. 8. T. Speer

My. J. Bent, Loughboro’
W. Tebb, Esq.

S. Dixon, Esq., Southampton
Mer. Blake, Newcastle

Mce. J. Bland, Hull

Mr. N. Smith, Birmingham
Mr. J. Pearson, Lye

J. W. G.

Mr. E. Cameron, Leyburn
Mr. Millis, Derb

Mr. W. Fenton, E.l'?atley

Mcr. J. Hopkins, Bridgwater
Mr. W. Soden

Mr. E. Stocks, Churwell

F. Tennyson, Esq.

H. Bielfeld, Esq.

Mr. J. Judd, Birmingham
Mrs. Butterfield

W. Burns, Esq., Nettlehirst
Mr. A. Dewhirst, Batley

Mr. W.T. Wilson, King’s Cross '

Mr. N. Crick, Rushden
J. White, Esq., Shadwell Hall

Rev. J. A. Brinkworth, Shep- |

ton Mallett
Mr. T. Hutehins, do.
Mrs. Barrett, London
Major Owen
Mr. J. Sutherland, Burnley
Mr. M. Armitage, Batley
My, T. Ousman, Stoke
A. Glendinning, Esq.
Mr. W. Whitley
Mr. J. Ashman
Mr. W. Clarkson, Selby
Dr. Willing
Mr. A. Fountain, Wisbech
Mr. J. Ridgway, Harewood
Square.
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W. Kingdom, Es«q.

ﬁrs. Gr{ien N
r. Ralph Foster, Dyl

LTh{. J. Ll.ml. mwmckﬂmm""

John Scott, Esq., Beliy.

Me. G. R, "i:;‘]q‘. ])".r]i;l-_,,(l,

Mr. T. Blyton, for 1):; o
Assoeciation

Mr.John Chapman, Liver,

Mrs. . A. Nosworthy ;

Mr. G. Heppleston, Huddeg,

Mr. . Thelwall, Hull [gy

T. M. Simkizs, Hsq. -

8. 8. Lingford, Bsq.; Bigh,
Auckland s

Mr. J. Rcvdman, SI:\lxlflxr‘]

Myr. J. L. Julyan, Peterbyeg

Mr. W. A. Findley, Bursley,

D. W. Weatherhead, Esq, for
Keighley Spiritualiste

A. Kyd, Esq., Baden

Miss Douglas

G. N. Strawbridge, Esq.

Mr. E. Spencer, Leyburn

Mr. J. Herod, Nottinghay

Mr. W. Vernon, Utioxeter

Mr. Henry Whittington

Mr. B. Hawkes, Birminghay

Mr. Councillor Houghio,
Huddersfield

Mr. Champernowne

Mr. J. Brown, Glasgow

Mr. J. Hay, Glasgow

Mr. J. Swinburne

Mrs. M.

N. F. Daw, Esq.

Capt. Copperthwaite, Malon

Mcr. J. Lamont, Liverpool

Dr. Lockbart Robertson

Mr. T. Fardon, jun., Maid-
stone

Mcr. J. Hops

T. P. Barkas, Esq., Neweastle

J. B. Stones, Esq., Blackbura

Mr. T. Wilson, Aylesbury

Mr. Dixon, Kentish Town

Mr. J. Webster, for Ball:

Pond Association

Mr. R. Pearce, for St. John's
Association, Clerkenwell

J. J. Herfst, The Hague

Mr. Broadbent, for Sowerby
Bridge Society

My, J. Davies, Swinton

Mr. G. Tommy, Bristol

Mr. J. Ward, Northampton

Mrs. Waddell, Portobello

Mr. H. J. Hughes, Carnarvon

Mr. J. Wilde, Hagg's Lane

Mzr. T. Blinkhorn, Walsall

Mr. B. Ashworth, Halifax

Mr. J. Heatheock, Halesowen

Leeds

Miss Dewdney, Dawlish

Mr. Lowe

Mr. J. McRuer, for Glasgow
Association

Mr. R. Brown, York

J. Culpan, Esq., Halifax

Mr. A. Baldwin, Belper

Mr. G. B. Clark, for Edin-
burgh Psychologial
Society

Mr. Allwood, Phrenologist

Mr. J. J. Walker

Mr. J. Johnson, Walworth

Lty

In all 1,283 copies.

MARTIN LUTHER.

We desire to call particular attention to Mr. Farquhar's able

paper, and the lessons which it teaches modern Reformers, We
are, in the first place, reminded of the fuct that the Christian
Church, at the time of the Reformation, ignored the Bible, Can
we therefore expect to find Christian dogmas and observances
founded on Bible truth? Like Luther, Spiritualists are also ready
to appeal to the Bible, and challenge discussion with Christian

ministers founded thereon.

They will not take up the offer,

but mildly consign you to their place for lost souls, simply because
they have not the power to be more offensive. The Archbishop
of Canterbury exercises a wise discretion in such matters, for he
never answers letters pointing out the defects in the established
religion. Spiritualists go further than Luther, and refer the world,
not to the Bible alone, but to the source whence the Bible
was derived—the everlasting Word of God, which in all worlds
and to all eternity speaks to and enlightens man, This is the
stand which Spiritualists take, not with borrowed light, but
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uided by rays direct from the Sun of Truth itsell. Would that
gve hadbymor% Luthers in our midst, who, instead of gilding the
trath with a lic to make it appear as another form of Churchal
error, would boldly put truth and error in contrast, and leave the
people to decide for themselves!

THE NEW PRINTING MACHINE.

Wo have many letters eliciting interest in this proposed engine for
the diffusion of knowledge, and to gratify, or perhaps disappont, our
kind friends, we have to state that the necessary cash has not yet been
fortheoming. One gentleman will advance £150 ir another would do
the same, after whi«ﬁ\ we could find the balance of £460 in small sums.
For the larger suns we would give the machine as security, and pay 5
per cent. till the whole was paig off in fifteen monthly instalments of
£90 cach. Thus the lenders would receive nearly £10 of interest each,
and begin to have their money returned in one month. Will no one
accept the offer 7 1t is wortli doing, as it amounts to 74 per cent., and
would be a great favour to us, 'We find some curious readings in the
money barometer ; the man whose sole wealth is his Saturday's pay, and
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NEXT SUNDAY IN LONDON.

Sunday Services for Spiritualists, at Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer
Street, Wells Street, Oxford Street, av 7. Mpr. J. Burns will answer
questions {rom the audience.

(l)imrlea Voysey, at St. George's Hall, Langham Place, Regent Street,
at 11.

Bunday Lecture Society, St. George's Hall, at 4. A, Elley Finch,
Esq., on “ The Pursuit of Truth; as exemplified in the Prineiples of
Lvidence—Theologieal, Scientifie, and Judicial.”

Sunday Evenings for the People, St. George's Hall, at 7. A leeture
by R. A. Proctor, E&q., on “ Recent Astronomical Discoveries,” illus-
trated by diagrams, followed by Mozart's “ Twelfth Mass.”

“An Unfettered Pulpit,” South Place Chapel, Finsbury, at 11.15,
M. D. Conway, on “The Rights of Conecience in Connection with
Edueation."”

DR. SEXTON'S APPOINTMENTS.

! Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Sunday, March Znd :—
l Afternoon—"* The Philosopby of Trance—Natural, Mesmerie, and

can searcely make ends meet, willingly gives his shilling or half-crown | Spiritual.”

with all the enthusiasm of a philanthrophist and the grace of agenuine |

patron of intellectual progress. - The rather well-to-do man advances

his £5 or £10 readily for an indefinite period, and without interest or i

compensation, and solely on our credit as receivers of the elevating
teuths of Spiritualism. The man of real means, and who could do
something handsome and be none the worse for it, very seldom does
anything at all, or is mighty particular in case he may lose a farthing of
it in the glorious work of mental emancipation to the slaves of ignorance
of moral degradation. We eagerly long for the sight of one really
munificent and wealthy patron of our poor aura-fed Spiritualism. If
such a patron would but come forward, his distinetion would be inesti-
mably intensified by his solitary position. Who bids for it?

WANTED—RECRUITS.

We are in need of more assistance at the Spiritual Institution, and
for that purpose desire to meet with a youth who is willing to get on
in the world, and make himself useful. If a young man can be found
with a ready band at the pen, some knowledge of shorthand, and
desirous of improving himself, we would take some pains to add to
hiz accomplishments, and pay him a fair zalary for his labour. Apply
to J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

THE QUARTA-CENTENARY OF SPIRITUALISM.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Allow me in your columns to express a
hope that the suggestion of your correspondent * Senex,” in last week's
Mevrey, will be carried out by those who are competent to render such
an undertaking a success. By success, I mean a result gratifying to
veteran Spiritualists, as a graceful acknowledgment of their labours in

the good cause, encouraging and instructive to those who are compara- |

tively young in the faith, and significant to outsiders of the fact that
Spiritualism, like other sciences, has its staunch champions, and earnest
and active students, who are determined not to hide away their light in
secret places. Why should we not hold up our heads a little higher
before the world, and treat our faith in public with the honour and
admiration we profess towards it amongst ourselves ?—Yours, &c.,

New Wandsworth, Feb., 1873. D. H. WiLsox.

[We have only space to say that we shall be glad to afford all aid in
our power to any demonstration connected with the twenty-fifth anni-

versary of our movement. We shall be glad to receive more letters on
subject.—Ep. M, ]

A xvxmer of important communications, which came to hand rather
late, are unavoidably postponed till next week.

Mgrs. Berry .desires us to announce that Mr. Herne, medium, will
commence a series of seances at the Spiritual Institution, on Saturday
evening (to-morrow) at eight o'clock. Admission b,

Me. Tuoxas Everirr, of London, will give a lecture-reading on
Spiritualism, illustrated by ** Extracts from my Diary.” on Wednesday
evening, at the Mechanics’ Hall, Bishop Auckland.

Tue Glasgow Herald gives great prominence to reports of Dr
Sexton’s lectures, particularly the questions at the close, which were
the most trashy and disorderly we ever heard of. The meetings broke
up in considerable confusion, while the conduct of some of the audience
on Sunday evening was simply disgraceful. It is probable that the
Horald puts the proceedings in the most offensive form, for private
letters speak of the Doctor’s visit in terms of the highest praise. One

| and 18 now at 15, Ramsden Street, Huddersfield.
| Preston, Manchester, and Liverpool.
{ instruction in these distriets should make application to Mr. Wallace

l without delay.

‘ dence in last week's Public Opinion is more interesting.

Evening—*The Relation of Spiritualism to Beience, Progress, and
| Human Happiness.”

Monday evening, March Jrd.—* Theories Invented to Account for
i and Explain Spiritual Phenomena.”

| Heckmondwike, Dewsbury, Mirfield, and district, following week.

| All communicationg to be made ta Dr. Sexton, 17, Trafalgar Road
| Old Kent Road, London, S.I. .

. Liverroorn Susnay Services,—Sunday, March Znd, Mr. J. J. Morse
| Sunday, March 9th, Mr. J. Burns.

QuestioNs will be answered by Mr. Burns at the Cavendish Rooms
on Sunday evening. - Spiritualists and investigators should have a num-
ber of practical questions prepared, and inquirers should be induced to
attend.

Mn. Axp Mrs. Houyes have announced a seance, for Spiritualists
only, on Saturday evenings. It is anticipated that under more per-

{ fect conditions something very good might be received, as bas already
| been the case in circles constitufed of congenial elemente.

Me. Fraxx Herye, medium, lately associated with Mr. Williams,
desires us to announce that he is open to engagements to hold seances

i at the residences of investigators. Terms, two guineas for a seance.
| He may be addressed at 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

Mge. WaLLAce, missionary medium, has held a circle daily at York,
He then goes to
Those who desire practical

A CorresroNneNT of Public Opinion makesthe following statement :—
¢ Spiritualism is such a recognised fact in Paris that there are large
commercial houses where no employés but Spiritualists are received,
the conviction of the proprietors of those houses being that believers
in Spiritualism are not likely to be dishonest men.” The correspon-
Ve observe
a valuable lefter from one of our frequent contributors.

| _ Mg. Coarksoy writes:—“I am glad to tell you that the medicine
[ Mrs. Dickinson sent me three weeks ago has done me a power of good.
| I can now take more food, and digest it with less difficulty, than for the
lagt twelye months, I also feel stronger, and have a better flow of
| spirits; and by persevering with the medicine for a few months, I
| believe a permanent cure will be effected.” We bave known Mr. Clark-
{ son for many years, and are aware that his case is one of the most
| obstinate description. Mr. Clarkson has suffered very much on account
{ of the Compulsory Vaccination Laws. Mrs. Dickinson generously
extended her aid gratuitously.

| To the Editor.—Sir,—I send you an idea with respect to reincar-

| nation. It is extraordinary that it should be so common a doctrine
| in Roman Catholic nations, and so generally negatived among Protest-
{ ant nations. Can it be that there iz so much in Spiritualism that
| resembles purgatory in its true sense, the cleansing process? The
! doctrine of reincarnation is denied to Spiritualists in contradistinetion
' to Spiritists, on the ground of one step at a time. One of Mrs. Conant’s
Irish spirits, in America, bezan his speech with, **This is what they
| call purgatory, I suppose? ™ W B
| [We would understand it, that the state in which the spirit habitually
| existed was “ purgatory,” according to his idea, and not the coming
| back to earth.—En. M. |

Reivcaryarior.—To the Editor.—Sir,—Having read the paper, in

correspondent says, ““ Everyone is delighted, and he will need to be ;
back very soon. Reports n{)pe&r in the various papers here, and also the last Huwman Nature, by Miss Blackwell, *On the Doctrine of Re-
in the Scofsman. 'The hall was crowded on Sunday night at Gd. a  incarnation,” I took an opportunity to inquire of spirits accustomed to
head. Next time we will take a larger hall, and reduce the price of ' be present at our sittings what they thought of the doetrine, and was
admission.” We have received another report, which will appear next | told that, in their belief, it originated either with mistaken or deceptive
week. spirits. I also put a question respecting that doctrine to the lofty and

Wiice bound to give Mrs. Butterfield credit for her address at | very ancient Hindu spirit so often speaking through Mr. Cogman, and
Kingston, the Surrey Advertiser reports the meeting in a style of | was given to understand that, in his view, the doctrine originated with
language which scarcely entitles the user of it to the epithet of gentle- | persons naturally clairvoyante, who in earth-life bad their spirits intro-
man, It is a short-sighted superstition which prompts newspaper | duced into other spheres; and the impressions given to them of other
reporters to imagine that they bespatter Spiritualism when they merely | scenes, when arising in their memory on after occasions, impressed themn
immerse themselves in low vu]garit.{. “The Ranger,” who writes a | with the belief that they must have lived upon earth before, When we
“county letter,” is so mentally facile that he either does not know | remember how very usual it is for departed spirits who entered the
or does not care whether he adheres to truth or not. He says, “ A | spirit-life in low conditions to speak of their progressed and progressing
woloured gentleman exposed the spiritual mediums” at Mrs. Butter- | conditions in the spheres, there does not appear a necessity for &
field’s meeting, and that the “ plan adopted was very successful,” but he | reincarnation into earth-life to supply them with this spirvit of pro-
neither tells what the exposure was, nor the means used. We can  gression. Concerning punishment, it may be observed, the Infinite
enlighten him. The “coloured gentleman” professed to be able to  CGrood attaches punishment or suffering as the accompaniment of wrong-
"’:& sovernl languages, und thought the spirits ought to be equally doing, as mercifully designed to bring about reformation of state; not
olever, Mr. Ashman, who was chairman, challenged the sable philo- = that he punishes for the sake of inflicting punishment. Doubtless John
logist to Jrove to him that he could speak any language but Foglish. | the Baptist was much controlled in his actions by the spirit of Elins,
“og:;_b started off in what purpor ci) to be a foreign language, when | not that he was a reincarnation of Elius, for it is after his decease the
Mr, A'}{m_sn humorously stopped him, eaying, “1 don’t understand , spirit of Klias (not John) appears with Moses on the mount to Jesus.
“’W bllfn English ; how, then, can you prove to me that you are | If a spivit has various reincarnations, partaking of various lives, by

' al guage at all just now?” The sudience dispersed, 'which name should the spirit be known? Mies Blackwell is to be
conyu w(th laughter at the “ coloured gentleman's” expense. | esteomed as an able and excellent lady.—Yours, &¢., B, T.—Feb. 11, 1873.
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The Spirit Messenger. ‘

[A seance is held every Friday evening, at eight o’clock, at the office of
the Mepivy. By our reports of these or other circles we do not en-
dorse or stand responsible for the facts or tenchings given by the
spivits, Our desire is, in brief, to give & faithful representation of what
takes place, for the benefit of those who cannot attend.

February 21st.
MR. MORSE'S SEANCI. |

A number of questions were answered by the guide of the medium,
amongst which was the following :—

Q. Can you give us some explanation of the eondition called inner
breathing, or inspiration 2—A. It is a peculiar physiological conditien
brought about by the infusion of spiritual ether into the inner fluids of
the medimmn. This, to a certain extent, subverts the normal physical
processes; the outward activity nearly ceases, and life is sustained by |
the spiritual or inner action, which ereates a state of dependence on
spiritual sources and _t.ho' en_]oymttnt ot pleasurable sensations peculiar
to the spiritual state of existence, This condition is favourable to the
reception of spiritual truth, and spivits can confer spivitual vision or
inspiration without elosing the external senses. 7o be produced success-
fully, this state demands a perfect condition of bodily health. It is a
pernicious error to suppose that physical debility is a necessary con-
comitant of mediumship. Man’s soul is endowed with powers which
relate him to all the facts and principles of nature, and it is through the
reciprocity of his organs that this can be effected.  When bodily eon-
ditions favour it, the soul is as it were lifted up, and can control the
bodily ‘powers in a superior manner. _Tlm study of man's natural |
powets 1s too much neglected, and spirits are expected to do for men |
that which they can only do for themselves. ‘

Tie “SrtrRoLLING PLAYER.”

In a long and bumorous conversation, this spirit alluded to the
“ soft impeachment” of his “horticultural friend” (Me, Gardner), who he
thought was calling *“sour grapes.” The spirvit then remarked, *If l
my horticultural friend has been fooled by some spirit calling himself |
the *Strolling Player,” then no wonder that he feels rather touchy over
it. When I control other mediums I shall allow no mistake to be
made about it. That my power should be taken from me by higher
spivits for not admitting that which is not true, I vegard as “ bosh.” No
one ecan take my personality from me. * Every tub stands on its own |
bottom,” It is nat at all ereditable to the heart or intellect of my horti-
enltural friend to tey to depreciate a brother immortal in the eyes of
the world. As for me and my character, much of my public life is
before the world, and I can afford to let it speak for itself. It my utter-
ances ¢an be shown to be contrary to reasen, justice, and morality, then |
pitch into them. I do not intend to go about the country repeating the
epitaph, * Heve lies the defunet name of’ “ Strolling Player.”” As for the
respectability of the thing, ‘disreputable is, who disreputable acts.’ I
believe in doing good, and in the supreme authority of the individual
over his own actions. If my earthly life was known to my critie, and !
compared with his, the balance might be in my favour. I was not all
the time a *Strolling Player,’ but it pleases me at present to be known
as such. To conelude, allow me to express my astonishment that a man
so * respectable’ as my horticultural friend should stain paper in a
double sense with that which is so unworthy of such high respecta-
hility.”

|

RoserT BrLL.

At the ciose of the seance the medium was quietly controlled by a
strange spirif. As the influence came on the medium put his right hand
to his hiead. snd turned slightly round towards the chairman, and spoke
with great difficulty : “ Ob,— I — don’t know hardly—how to do this.
Spirit tells me—to say who Tam :—TI'm only a little fellow ;—he's telling
me— my name is Robert Bell, five years of age. I left papa last
November — Rev. Alexander Bell, Ashton Bank, Ashton, Preston.
(What were you ill with?) My head was bad. Oh, I can't sayany
more.

Spirits on returning through a medium always experience the pains |
they suffered in earth-life, but in the spiritual state they ave released
from such difficulties. This spirit in communicating seemed to be
sssisted by another. The communication was given with such effort
that it would not be strange if inaceuracies are to be found in it.

A SEANCE WITH SPIRITUALISTS OXNLY.

To the Editor.—Sir.—Will you kindly afford me space in your
columns to give a brief account of a seance i Lamb's Conduit Street on
Saturday last. the 22nd, at which I was present? The cirele was com-
posed of Spiritualists only, fifteen ladies and gentlemen, two of the lat-
ter members of the Dialectical Society. Tbe medium, Mr. Williams,
alone. We naturally suggested that, being ourselves quite satistied with the
genuineness of this gentleman’s mediumship, we would gladly dispense !
with tests, but Mr. Williams insisted upon their rigorous sppliance.
After being seated for & fow minutes, the large iron welded ring, which
had been lying on the table, was found upon a gentleman’sarm, aithough
he had bold of the medium’s hand. Some spirit-lights floated about,
and one small luminous globe, which we were afterwards told was
« Katoy,” butas she is trying some new experiments she did not show her-
slf. After a little time the beavy armebair, which stands at the side
of the fireplace, began to ¢reak and move about the room, and was sud-
denly lifted noisclessly upon the table, all hands being held. Mer. Wil
liams then, according to the description of those uext to him, seemed
shot up from his cbair, and upon a light being struek was found en-
tranced, and seated in the large armchair upon the table. He soon re-
covered consoiousness, and we were all, as usual, gxlute(}, receiving taps
of ition from *John King,” who asked us if we should like to see
him his, of course, was responded to in the affivmative, and after a
break Mr, Willisms entered the cabinet, which was well searched, not for
the satisfaction of those preseat, but for ** outsiders.” Mr. Williams was |
then bound with ropes to his chair, the wrists bn‘x‘!gﬁl‘mly seoured. This
tying, however, did not seem to satisfy ~ Peter, who bad been mw‘g |
s for a long time with bis mwsﬁm%.u .
quickly untied the medium, and threw the rope out of one aper

| The lady was much surprised at “ Sunshine's” knowing about

tures at the sitters, desiving those present to tie Mr. Williams y,
securely. This done, he told us his Boss—the familiar name ".I‘,h"’
King " allows “Peter” to apply to him, although in bis pree,.
the latter somewhat stands in awe—was getting ready, We g,
« Peter” to show his hands, which he did repeatedly, although he 4
ho could not show his face. The amusing conversation and witfy,,
joinders of “ Peter” are so familiar to the frequenters of the seancs ,.
Lamb's Conduit Street, that T will not weary by a repetition of the,
After pronouncing himself satisfied this time with the tying of u’:j
medium, whom he put to sleep in his own fashion by several audiy,

- knocks on the head with the tube, the curtain of the aperturs y,

slowly drawn aside, and the majestic head and shoulders of Sir Hey,
de Morgan, alias ““ John King,” appeared. On his head was the usual ;.
ban, his eyes were glistening, his face serene, and his lips moved, wh.
he called me up fivst and shook hands warmly, giving me a mesagej,
my son, He then closed the curtain over the aperture, and repeated iy,
process seven or eight times, at each appearance calling up one of 1,
company, until he had greeted each by a warm shake of the hand 5y
some friendly words, telling one gentleman that his two sons e,
mediums, but that they were not to sit often, and never with strangers, 7,
one lady he uttered the words * God's truth.” One lady was evidenu§
alarmed, but at length overcame the feeling upon ** John King's"
peated request that she should approach him. * John King” then
formed us that three or four other faces had been preparing, but wey,
unable to show themselves, as the medium was not quite *“the thip,»
he having experienced some little annoyance previous to the seany,
“John King” then bowed several times, wishing us all, as usu)
hearty ** Good-night.”

To Spiritualists this account will no doubt appear very ftrite; but }
give it as a test of Mr., Williams's unaided mediumship. The gentlem,
who sat next to me, and whose name I am sure he would not objest +,
give, told me that he was a member of the Dialectical Society, and that},

ad entered on the eub?ect with a determination to do what he couldy,

| expose the humbug and delusion of the whole matter,and had ended i

investigation by becoming a confirmed Spiritualist. I enclose my nax:
and address—Yours tru 7 (638

TESTS.

(Muys. Olive's Seance, February 20th. Spirit-guide, “*Marie Stuart)
**Sunshine " began by telling a lady she had a message to her frn
her spirit-mother, which she delivered, at the same time deseribing th
mother’s personal appearance. She then addressed herself to anothe:
lady, and told her that her husband was trying for spirit-photograpls,
and that he was not to be discouraged, for that he would get tha

matter at all. *Sunshine” then described some of the personal pes
liarities of a gentleman, to the evident amusement of his wife. She tha
encouraged a youth to sit for physical mediumship, deseribed to i
recognition of another gentleman the spirit of his sister standinz
him, and finished by correctly describing the seat and nature of
disease from which the wife of a third gentleman was suffering. Tox
last was a clairvoyant deseription, as the wife was at bome. iy
followed, and talked away in his jovial manner for about a guarter &
an hour, apparently to the great amusement of the gircle. * Dr. Forks
came nest, and placed his medical experience at the disposal of thosps
sent. A gentleman requested a diagnosis of his wife, and the lady. st
doetor’s request, sat immediately in front of him. He then gavealssl
account of the condition of the organs of the chest, explainad
symptoms of disease that condition would give rise. and co
minute directions as to diet, &e., for restoration to perfect hea
the doctor concluded his description of his patient’s eon
remarked, “ Well, you appear to know the state of my health very
After much general conversation on medical matters, and a little
advice of some kind or other to every one, the doetor said " Gee
night.” and the seance concluded.

EXTRAORDINARY MANIFESTATIONS AT MR. FAWCIE
CIRCLE, BISHOP? AUCKLAXND.
Direcr Sririt-Voices, Fire axp Rixg Tests.

Desr Sir,—On Thursday night last the manifestationsa
were of a most interesting kind. Passing over the earlier
the seance. during which the medium was tied and untied seve:
by the unseen power, I will proceed with the one instance of this :
of manifestation, whereby the clearest and most incontestable prooi ™
afforded that spirits really do these things, and that d
trickery are entirely unfoundel.

The medium, Miss Annie Faweitt, being seated near the tab

side of the room. and on which were placed a tambourine, a bano-¥=

and & paper speaking-tube, the sitters, cousisting of some twelye persi=
formed a semi-eircle round the room, which is abous 13it. or 1 e
Mr. Jobn Watson and myself then proceeded to tie the med
chair with a strong rope. This we did in the most secure
manner : and to entirely preciude the possibility of decep
the ends of the rope at the back of the chair with peculiar
recognisable, the medium’s hands being pinioned in front.
all beimg seated, and each one "holding his neighbour’s hand asd
ing his neighbour's foot, the light was extinguished, when im:
the various instruments were beard moving, the tambe
beaten, the bell rung, the paper tube carried up in the airan
en the wall high up behind :E: medinm. A lignt being calle
medium was found seated and tied exactly as before. Everyomd ¥°°
under strict surveillance, the natural question is, who produst =
manifestations ? 1
The light being estinguisaed, the paper tube was again taken
mid-air, and a faint voie was beard speaking through it
moments this voice bscame stronger, and, being guestioned, siat
it was “* Peter,” a spirit, and that he, with others, was the cuse ¢
manifestations. - Jennerstta,” and a spirit named “MeteallR,
spoke in this same direct manner: and lastly, a spirit wiko
name of
manifestations at Mr. Guppy's circle were
pages. * Danber's” voice is loud and strong,

s
P
« Dasber,” and stated that be was the son of * Dibber,” ¥= 0.
; recently recorded i1 ';
but Be is Kndly W



. likeness.
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and promised to prodace physical manifestations which will “astonish
the natives.” ok :

The medium, who had all this time remained securely tied, was now
untied by these spirits, and although as many as a dozen difficult knots
had to be loosed, in about three minutes she was set free, and the rope
{lung across the room.

In addition to these manifestations, during the past week Miss Faweitt
has been the medium for the ring-test, Mr. Mitchell. on whose arm an
iron ving was placed, bearing witness that it was done under strietly test
conditions.

Mrs. Fawoitt also relates that on Saturday evening last, M, Moek, the
trance-medium, during a casual visit at her house, was entranced by the
spirits, and performed before the eyes of herself, Mr, Robert Robson,
and others, what 1s called the fire-test: that is, he walked to the fire-
place, and, removing the hot coals from the top, took up in his bave
hands a red-hot lump of coal from the very centre of the fire, carried
it round the room for quite a minute and a half, then replaced it in the
grate, lus hands being entirely unhurt by the operation. The spirits
through him say that this is simply a chemical experiment, and when
the conditions are present can be done without the lleusr. danger. They
nuively asked if' there was not an ancient story of ““Three Hebrew chil-
dren and a fiery furnace.” '

Kindly chroniele these things in your next issue, and oblige. yours
faithfully, N. Kmnrny, Jus.

February 22, 1875,

[We bhave received communications from other correspondents
respeeting doings at this eivele, whick we hope to find space for next

week.—Eo, M. ]

MORE EXTRAORDINARY PHENOMENA.

Ta the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I hope you will be able to find room for
:x‘s!xorl account of a very successful seance held at Madame Louise’s on
Friday evening, 21st inst. We had, in the first place, a dark seance.
There bad been some delay about beginning, and the spirits were
evidently tired of waiting. for the very instant the candle was put out
the guitar was snatehed from the table and began thrumming all over
the room, accompanied by the violin. Shortly *Dick's” voice was
heard addressing different members of the company by name, whilst he
bauged them with the guitar. I forgot to mention that Mr. Stocton
(Madame Touise's son) bad been very securely tied at the beginning of
the seance, and in a short time the rops was heard to fall at the other
§igie of the room., The candle was relighted, and Mr. Stocton exhibited
his wrists painfully marked by the cord. A lady present had mentally
requested the spirits to give this test. Darkness being again made
visible, Mr. Holmes, who was present, bad his waistcoat removed from
under his coat (his bands being grasped meantime), which most essential
garment was thrown into a lady’s lap, the wateh hanging in the fob.
The astonished look of the gentleman upon seeing what had happened
was ludicrous in the extreme. The light being again put out, his coat
was removed. As he seemed to think it advisable not to sit under the
same conditions any longer, young Stocton took his place, his hands
also being securely held. In a few seconds his waistcoat was thrown
aeross my shoulder, and his coat in the lap of a gentleman beside me.
TUpon beginning again, we had gaitar-thrummings as usual ; and “ Dick,”
when questioned as to further tests. replied, “ We are saving all our
power for the faces.” The necessary arrangements being made, the first
to present himself was the ““ Emperor Napoleon.” It was an excellent
The obliging Emperor advanced his face well through the
aperture when requested, and bowed to our questions. The next was
« Mary Queen of Scots,” looking very like the old portraits. There
were several others, one being the face of a relative of mine, of whose
departure to the “Summer Land” I was ignorant until informed of
it through Mr. Stocton's clairvoyance.

Madame Louise's arrangements for the faces are of so simple a
chavacter that no one, with a grain of common sense, could suspect
imposture, and she and her son display mediumistic powers of so high
a character, that T am sure it has only to be known to gain them large

audiences; whilst, from their pleasant, obliging manners, they cannot |

fail to give satisfaction, whether in private or in public.

FRUIT MANIFESTATIONS AT NEWCASTLE,

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I beg to draw the attention of our
Spirvitualistic friends to a seance held at my house on the 12th instant.

aving challenged the scientific world to prove and expose the so-
called delusions of Modern Spiritualism, a number of gentlemen,
including medical and classical students, met us for that purpose.
‘The reporter of the Chronicle was also invited, numbering in all about
thirty ladies and gentlemen.

I must also state that the sceptical portion of the company behaved
with due decorum, but the sympathetic mediums appeared to be
greatly affected by some antagonistic influence. Nevertheless, after
singing a few verses, which no doubt caused greater harmony of mind,
a beautiful basket, containing five small oranges, a bunch of delicious
grapes, and two small bouquets of Chinese primyoses, was laid upon
the table. Mr. Wight, the medium, immediately wrote down that it
was for Mrs. Stubbs, except one of the bouquets, which was for Mrs.
Wight, The present indeed came at a suitable time, as Murs. Stubbs
was confined to bed, and needed such things. The controlling spirit
was “Tady Bella Donkin,” 