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THE “ TIM ES” AND SPIRITUALISM.
The Times having: at last, and at great length, spoken out on Spiritualism, we have this week depart?.1 somewhat from our t v: 1 
course in order that investigators, as well as Spiritualists, may have before them  a clear resume ot the manner aoi: moo- : CRnttsm 
adopted by the Press towards this great subject, from which it will be distinctly seen that the Tunes is neither . nor w r?e thin 
many of its contemporaries: hut, like them, resorts to the usual artifices of suppression, distortion, and begging-: f-question, *.: the 
misguidance and insult of the general reader.

We commence by printing, without alteration or abridgment, the Times article, which is most famously contra diet :>ry. It fit;-, assorts 
the Dialectical Society's Committee’s Report ” to be nothing more than a farrago of impotent conclusions/ ’ and then, on the invest:-- ritns 
of its own reporter, adopts precisely similar conclusions, arrived at through precisely similar facts, and puts these forward a? reas: ns t : 
induce the scientist to take up the subject! Thus the public is asked, tw o years after the event, to accept as truth and wish tn :T :m an 
unknown reporter what, in the same breath, it is urged to reject as foolishness, although endorsed by the names and exertions :>f thirty- 
two well-known gentlemen, chosen as investigators because of their intelligence, status, and educational ability to cope with sv. :_ 
subject, to say nothing of the fact tha t the Times reporter relies for his evidence upon the services of professional mediums, a ss 
of persons held up by him as mercenary and to be despised: whereas the Dialectical Committee spoke to phenomena which occurred to 
themselves, and without any such aid—facts which the Times most diliirentlv suppresses.

V e will not, however, anticipate, but simply urge upon investigators a careful study of this article and of the argument we append 
(as a general answer to the newspapers) entitled “ The Press versus Spiritualism /' and we further urge a comparison of both articles 
with the Dialectical Report. For ourselves we will not, in dealing with the Times, go beyond a plain reassert!on of the mere 
phenomena of Spiritualism, as we hold their recognition, whether adversely or otherwise, as a step gained—a step, indee.u 
important to overlook, and necessarily preliminary to a consideration of the question in its higher phases.

SPIRITUALISE! AND SCIENCE.
(Reprinted from the T imes of December 2Gih, 1872.)

It is now nearly twenty years since the late Professor Faradav made 
public the result oi his investigations into the then fashionable mania 
of taole-turning. With apparent conclusiveness, he proved that the 
mysterious movements which were at that time the new nine-davs’ 
wonder of the world arose from unconscious muscular action; but, such 
is the tenacity of a belief once received into the mind, this solution 
of the pseudo-marvel seems to have satisfied few but those who were 
prepared to accept it by previous disbelief. Spiritualism and its 
adherents never heeded i t ; they went on their wav rejoicing, and rose 
day by day on stepping-stones of their former selves to mysteries 
wonderful and still more wonderful. Our Australian Correspondence 
of this morning shows that the Spiritualist epidemic has reached the 
Antipodes, and that it has already attained the dignity there of having 
its own Press, and, still more, its own schismatics and sectarians. Tb ■ 
in a generation which beasts itself to be one of exact science and pi i-i 
matter-of-fact a belief should have been so long-lived, and should have 
grown even to such proportions that Mr. William llowitt, one ot its 
chief fanatics, can number its adherents at “ twenty millions, and that 
it should have attained to such an age and vitality without its falsity 
having been demonstrated to the satisfaction of all but the very 
ignorant, is strange indeed. It is evident either that the subject is 
surrounded bv unusual difficulties, or that in this matter our scientific 
men have sig’nallv failed to do their duty by the public, which looks 
to them for fts facts. We believe the latter to be the case. It may be 
said, and is said bv some, that Spiritualism was long ago investigated 
and proved to be a mass of imposture and delusion : but, as a nv.r-?r 
of fact, this is not so, for there has never been undertaken an inquiry 
of that impartial, authoritative, and thorough nature winch alone cm 
decide a p re ju d ic e d  controversy. Our saeans, too much preferring to

give themselves up to such matters as the descent of men irttn. 
monkeys or the fertilisation of the world by means oi mossy stones 
falling through space, have forgotten that, however absurd t - ? 
phenomena and paraphernalia of Spiritualism may be. ti e s:::r.gana 
settling of the whole matter, once and for all, would he a practical 
benefit, for which the age would thank them a: leas: as much as ■ 
thanks them for recondite theories and abstract specular i ns. half o: 
which are only laid up in print for the next generation to ridicule.

Some time ago there was a transient promise of better t . -gs- A 
society calling itself by the high-sounding name of t ie " London 
Dialectical Society " had resolved to make a thorough invo-tiga'icn c. 
" the phenomena alleged to be spiritual manifestations, and report 
thereon.” A committee had been nominated, scientific men and a-- 
who were interested in the subject had been invited to co- p rate, ana 
many people were simple enough to Dope that the nonsense and toe 
jargon which had for the last twentv vears be. n going about the world
inder the name of Spiritualism would now be stripped from wuute'er 
he's might underlie them. This hope was reasonable enougi but w.t;

ja
un 
fa
utterly crushed when, in due process of time, the “ Report on spiri
tualism by a Committee of the Dialectical Society " made appuiranee. 
with Messrs. Longmans' name on the title-page, and turned out to oe 
nothing more than a farrago of impotent conclusions, gvrmsn.d by :l 
mass of the most monstrous rubbish it has ever been our misfortune to 
sit in judgment upon. The Report filled altogether some four u
pages, and the sum total of eighteen months' ia r a  igaJ n i .......
to just this, that—

•• Your committee, taking into consideration the 1 igk cl r. /  .....
great in! dligenee of many of the witness s : tl -e more > \t r •
facts, the extent to which their testimony is supported ! ;■ 
of the snb-committi s. ad the a n.nee of anv pr c  nut - urc 
or delusion as regards a large portion of the ph.n. menu : turtuer
having regard to the except: ■ . . ; ’ —‘r
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number of persons in ovorv grade of society and over the whole 
civilised world who ore more or less inlhiencecl by a belief in their 

* supernatural origin, and to the fact that, no philosophical (Explanation 
of them has yet been arrived at, deem it incumbent upon them to stale 
their conviction that the subject is worthy of more serious attention and 
careful investigation than it has hitherto received.'*

.Despite its portentous preamble, this judgment left the matter 
exactly whore it was before, and surely it did not need eighteen months 
of consideration to convince us that Spiritualism, or any other disputed 
matter, was worthy of “ serious attention* and “ careful investigation ”!

Though this solemn and protracted inquiry came to nothing after all, 
the printed Report of the Committee contains such a curious mass of 
“ evidence" that some extracts from its pages may servo heller than 
anything else to give our non-spiritualistic readers some idea of the 
marvellous proportions to which the faith, which at first was a mere 
turning of tables, has swollen in these latter days.

As good a witness as any to take first in order is Mr. Jencken, bar
rister-at-law, M.R.I. Ho tells us lmw he has known the air of his own 
drawing-room heavily laden with tables “ clear overhead/’ with a “ semi
grand/’ and with an accordion “ suspended in space for 10 or 20. 
minutes, and played by an invisible agency/’ “ These I hold -ho 
actually adds —“ may bo conceded as established facts/’ Many are the 
wonderful tab's of Mr. Home’s “ elongations,” of his holding a tiro in 
hand, possibly by thinking of the frosty Caucasus. Ladies have borne on 
their heads red-hot metal bells and have not been burnt, and Lord Adare, 
now Earl of J) in raven, has taken into his palm a burning live coal with
like impunitv. The Hon. M rs.----- testifies to having seen a deceased
relative “ about eight feet high" pass “ right through the Master of 
Lindsav, causing him to shiver with cold.” Mr. (Simkiss, however, has 
not been so fortunate, for, says he,

“ I have tried in a variety of ways to see, hear, or feel spirits myself, 
by sitting frequently in circles as passively as possible, by submitting 
myself to repeated mesmeric manipulations, and by sitting alone in the 
dead of night for many hours in a room that was used for some years 
exclusively for the purpose of spirits and mediums, and might be con
sidered to be thoroughly permeated with spiritual magnetism—but all 
with no apparent effect.”
Poor Mr. Simkiss ! we pity him from the bottom of our heart. Should 
he be still in the flesh when we have left it. and should we find ourselves 
doomed to dance attendance on what the advertisements of their maga
zines call “ spiritual circles,” he may depend upon our making an attempt 
to take bis hand under the table. What must make the armour of Mr. 
Simkiss’ spiritual impregnability doubly a burden to him is that “ for 
the past three years my wife has been a medium, and has been very 
frequently possessed by the spirit of a Scotchman, who invariably spoke 
broad Scotch through her.” Then there is Mr. Jones, who has seen a 
large loo table tremble like a leaf, and rise as high as the ceiling, “ and 
that in the presence of six or seven leading individuals in London, 
whose names, if mentioned, would command universal respect.” A 
little further on we stumble upon the “ leading individuals” themselves, 
in the person of Mr. Cromwell Yarley and Mrs. Milner Gibson. The 
latter, at a seance under the auspices of Mr. Home, wore a white 
stomacher, “ which suddenly became inflated by,” as she said, “ her 
spirit-child,” and this in the light of five gas burners. As for Mr. 
Varley, the spirits have been at his side in sickness and in law ; they 
have taught him how to cure ulcers, and warned him of a Chancery suit 
with the Atlantic Telegraph Company. l3ut they have been in still 
closer communion with Mr. Hockley for the last 45 years. Mr. Hockley 
“ once knew a seeress who weighed 19 s t o n e h e  knew another who 
was “ an admirable seeress, and obtained some splendid answers by 
means of crystals/’ He himself has not been so fortunate, for, though 
he has had a crystal for 47 years, he lias never seen anything in it. Hut 
he had no need, for the “ admirable” lady had only to look into her 
crystal and “ speak it all off like reading a book.” and he keeps carefully 
under lock and k y .‘109 volumes, containing upwards of 12,000 answers, 
and he also has “ nearly 1,000 volumes on occult sciences ”—we wish he 
would call them arts.

Mr. Home himself attended at one of the meetings, and gave evidence 
as to his “ levitations " and “ elongations,” relating, among other marvels, 
the generally-known story of a seance at the Tuileries. He tells us of 
a lady who was in the habit of seeing “ heads in her lap at night. They 
were quite luminous : there was quite a glow about them/’ The Master 
of Lindsay, now Lord Lindsay, and well known for his various scientific 
knowledge and researches, deposes to having seen Mr. Home, elongated 
11 inches, floating round a room in an armchair, “ pushing the pictures 
out of their places as be passed along the walls” of a room at Mr. 
MiJner Gibson’s house. Lord Lindsay also testifies to Mr. Home having 
floated out of a window in Victoria Street c5 feet from the ground, and 
in at another on the same story. He has seen Mr. Home in fu l l  light 
standing in the air 17 inches from the ground, and he has also seen, 
when suffering from over-study, the spectre of a black dog. Presently 
we have another “ leading individual ” in the person of Mr. Hain 
Friswell. the author of Gertie Life, who, in rather dubious phrase, 
begins his depositions by describing himself as a “ loose hanger-on of 
the Church of England.” He is, he tells us. inclined to account for the 
d lani festati s r
by an adjuration in which he always used the name of the Trinity. Ho 

■' ' s seen >p ting at n
and pro Mrs. 1 tail's \  and tba t was w ta
the Apostles might have seen and Tertullian 1ms described. Mr. Hain 
Friswell is e*.ide a “ loose hang* r-on” of Spiritualism as well as of 
the Church of England. We may note that, according to a letter sent 
to a newspaper, the teaming a’, the mouth at 31 rs. Marshalls was not 
find • dial - wbic i M r. I riswell b lieves in, but the
diversion of a party of actors out lor a practical joke.

In addition to tin's overu helming ‘mass of very overwhelming 
evidence, the Dialectical Committee printed in their Report many 
p-Ar.v* of co:-ve.: mot.deuce and some portentous communications” from 

• ' • • f  . - f  ' a . Fend oil il refiu do
i eminent m o asked to serve on the inquiry, and some - ggestionc 

from others. Professor Huxley wrote a note, in which be declared 
that the onlv go d of a demonstration of the truth of Spiritualism 
would to to iurnieb an additional argument against suicide. “ Better

live ;< crossing-sweeper,” ho said, “ than die and be made to talk 
twaddle by a medium, hired at a guinea a Bounce.” Mr. (J, il. Ia woh 

I gave golden advice when lie. said, “ Distinguish between lads and 
1 inferences from faclB.” Mr. William Ho wilt asked whet, her lie; Dialec- 
| I ion I Society, after having determined the truth of .Spiritualiton which 
| had “ now received the assent of about twenty million < of people in all 

countries/' \\ould proceed lo investigate Ihe eorreel.iuTS of the theory 
of the ('»*]>■■ rnieaii syMem, of gravitation, or of the circulation of the 
blood; for (Spiritualism, he cmihidered, “ r.tood fairly on the same basis 
of fact.” Lord Lyllonsentan extremely judicious lot I i‘V, hut betrayed 

| bis sympathy s by quoting Albertus Magnus. He i.i evidently a “ loo***,
! hanger-on” of (Spiritualism, hut for all that wrote with shrewd and 
(sober sen.-e, giving good advice to tie commit lee, warning it. not lo 
jump to conclusions, and remarking the triviality and inanity of the 
“ messages.” Mr. G. JI. Lewes, in a second letter, full of sound 
maxims, cautioned the commiM.ee not lo confound “ the. cause we, do 
not know with an unknown cause;” and Professor Tyndall was willing 
to “ pay dm- rerpect to the invitations of uch men a Mr. Wallace or 
Mr. Crookes, mid to witness whatever new phenomena they were in a 
position to show him.” Dr. Carpenter enclosed the committee an 
abstract of an article on “ Unconscious Cerebration,” which he con
tributed long ago to the Quarterly Review. So that altogether there was 
no lack of good advice.

It not quite so lively as the oral evidence, the “ communications from 
persons not members of the committee” we,re very remarkable.. In 
fifty pages of close print Miss Anna Blackwell expounded her theories, 
which, as she informs us, “ are of the school of spiritist philosophy 
founded by the late Allan Kardec.” W hen we say that the Deity is 
called a “ Casual Being,” that there is a great, deal about “ the Primor
dial Fluid,” that we arc confidently promised a future life in the planet 
Jupiter, where our “ putresciblo flesh” will he changed into “ a light 
and beautiful corporeal envelope,” formed by a “ non-sexual magnetic 
action,” whatever that may be, we have given a very faint idea of a 
production from the perusal of which no one can rise without a 
deliberate and ineradicable conviction that either he or the author is 
stark and staring mad. Miss Anna Blackwell sets her Spiritualistic 

; experience side by side with her philosophic convictions. Bhe has 
! received “ a violent blow on the head from an unseen agent; ” she tells 

us how the face of Charles Dickens lately smiled upon Mr-. M. G., 
“ whose initials will be recognised by many,” out of the tortoiseshell 
handle of her new parasol, and how she has seen in her own dressing- 
room,—“ Standing in the air like the saints and angels in old picture?,

| a group of eighteen or twenty handsome young men, m white tunics, with 
red belts and buskins, and curious red bats, with ‘ cream-bowl’ crowns and 
very broad brims, embroidered with gold and set on so slantingly that 
the thin line of gold on the edge of the brims produced round each head 
something like the effect of a nimbus. The right hand of each grasj/ed 
a stout crook, taller than himself, and resting on the ground. Ihey 
looked as though they bad halted on a march, and the eyr-= of all '.sere 
fixed upon me with a grave, earnest, and rather friendly gaze.”

The Countess de Pomar, now Countess of Cuithne.:-, follow:-. ML? 
Anna Blackwell with a lengthy letter,

“ ----a'fine '-ample, on tfie whole.
Of rhetoric, which the learned call rijinaoJc,"

and this part of the book is brought to a close by some circumstantial 
and wonderful accounts of seances with Mr. Home. Among these are 
two separate narratives of the same seance, one of them signed by Mrs.
Honeywood and Lord Lindsay, the other given by the Hon. M rs.----- .
Between these two accounts there is no serious discrepancy, and they 
testify to the severest “ fire tests” endured by Mr. Home.

Such was the Report on Spirituali-an, and our readers will probably 
agree that, if it proves nothing else, it proves that it is high time com
petent hands undertook the unravelling of this Gordian knot. It must 
he fairly and patiently unravelled, and not cut through. The Blush of an 
Alexandrian blade has been tried often enough, and has never sufficed. 
Scientific men forget that in the matter of Spiritualism they must make 
themselves fools that they may become wise. They must conform to the 
conditions imposed: even in conjuring one has to do as much as ibis. 
They must mec-t the “ mediums” on thc-ir own ground, and, if possible, 
cut that ground from under their feet. To take an extreme case. .Spiri
tualists assert that certain phenomena are only manifested in a half 
light, or in the dark: scientific men refuse to meet them under these 
conditions, and what is the result ? Causes are not ascertained, delusions 
are not exposed, impositions are not detected, and the company of fools 
are confirmed in their belief. Surely a scientific man is a match for a 
medium, even in the dark: and surely the one can bring his science to 
bear wherever the other can bring his “ mediumsbip/’ whatever that 

il suppose that the man of science consents to sit at a 
dark seance, and that something happens which be cannot explain. 
What then? He is not compromised or converted, and, without 
being in the least so, may go again and again, and it will be strange if 
by dint of precautions and expedients he cannot sift the whole matter 
in a very few sittings. I t  is owing to the stiffness of scientific men, and 
their refusal to meet the Spiritualists on their own ground, that this 
matter has not been settled long ago.

If  anything more were needed to show the necessity for timely 
inquiry into this apparently ridiculous, but really very serious sub:- c , it ;s 
the accounts given by such men as Lord Lytton and Dr. Edmund- of * he 
lamentable consequences of following after Spiritualism. Lord Lytton 
tells us, and we can readily believe him, of devotees to .Spiritualism 
duped into disgrace and ruin through acting upon a belie! that they are 
hearing predictions and receiving counsels from bemgs v. ;ser than ihem- 
Beh : Dr. E  _ ' •
occurring in his experience, within a few months, in p : m habit
of attending dark seances.

A volume now lying before us may s.-rve to show now m.s :o:ly is 
spread throughout* society. I t was tent to us by a <ite::::gui-ked Spiri
tualist, under* tue solemn promise that we should - .
name of those concerned. I t consists ol about i.^pages of r<q - n  of 
seances, and was privately printed by a noble Earl, who has lat-.-iy j w ed 
' fi id the H UB0 - Loras, b al w > t r  st# 1 piriUi 
chairs and tables which in his life-time he loved, not wisely, but too 
weli. In this book things more marvellous than any we bare set down 
are circumstantially related, in a natural way, just a: though they were
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ordinary, ovory-duy innUcrH of fm?l. WV "hull not. fatigue ihn r«'ii<I<*r hy 
quoting any ol llm acoomils given, and, n«» douht, ho will lake mir word 
whon nyo f*iiv I loit. they range through ovary species of “ iminih-Mit! ion,”
Irom prophesying* downwards. \Vhat wo more purliuularly wish l«» 
ohsorve is, that iho attestation of lifty respectable witnesses in pinned 
h»‘lore the title page. Vinong thorn a re a  Dowager Ihiehrss and other 
ladies ol rank, a C’aptaiu in t lie (Anurds, u nobleman, a liarmiet, it mem 
her ol Parliament, several ullioers of our scientific and other corps, a 
ham ster, a merchant , and a doctor. t ipper and upper middle rln v. 
society is represented in :»11 its grades, and hy persons who, to judge 
hy the positions they hold ami the callings they follow, ought to In 
possess it of intelligence and ability. ( Vrtainly, it. is t ime I h it n i borough 
ami practical investigation cleared ibis cloud out of the intelleoluni sky, 
and the ta*k need not lie scouted by prolessors or other learned men, hy 
Royal or other learned Societies.

Before writing upon this subject we thought it our duly lo sec with - 
our own ey s the actual development which Spiritualism has attained i 
heroin London. We accordingly attended four seanees, eneli different 
and each remarkable in its way. The lirst was at a private line ■, wlnov 
machinery in the furniture or any similar deception was out of tin* 
question. The party was of eight persons, we think, hut it does not. 
matter, and Mr. .Home was the medium. We sal. round a table for 
about two hours, but nothing whatever occurred, except I hut a gentle
man, who probably was susceptible to draughts, declared that lie I. It 
“ a cold air ’’ on his hands. The next day, at twelve o’clock, we visited, 
in company of a friend, the rooms of two “ mediums” of considerable 
reputation. We were shown into a small and rather shabby drawing
room, divided in the usual way by folding doors. The curtains and 
blinds of the front, windows, which looked on to the street, were half 
drawn, and the window in the back room was entirely darkened, the 
shutter being closed over the blind, and every ray of light jealously 
excluded by thick felt nailed across. Nevertheless, as it. was the middle 
of the day, and the two rooms together wero but small, the hack room, 
so long as the folding doors remained open, was sufficiently lighted from 
the front windows. Wo inquired of the “ mediums” if they could 
show us anything in daylight, and wero told that. at. lirst. such a sitting 
would probably bo unsuccessful, but that after a few attendances the 
phenomena would doubtless manifest themselves to us in a full light. 
Tor the present., therefore, we had no choice but to sit in the back room 
in the pitch dark, with the folding doors closed. The room, wo should 
think, measured not more than ten foot square, and was in every 
respect an ordinary shabby little apartment. Wo searched it as 
thoroughly as we could, but found nothing. We sounded and scru
tinised tho floor and walls, turned up the felt stretched ovor the 
shuttered window, suspiciously inspected the six or seven common cane- 
bottomed chairs and the small round table which wore the furniture, 
but all in vain ; we had only our trouble for our pains. We sat down 
at the small round table in the back room, our friend opposite to us, 
and one of tho “ mediums” on our left. The other medium held open 
the folding door till wo had arranged our seats, standing at the inside 
w ith the handle in his hand ; when wo wero ready lie? closed the door 
and took his place. We were now in total darkness, with the exception 
of the least chink of light which found its way under I lie folding door. 
We took hold of ono hand of each medium, and at the same time pressed 
a foot and knee firmly against tho foot and knee on each side of us. 
Our friend sat in precisely tho same manner, and thus tho “ mediums ” 
were kept in complete custody. A box of matches was on the table. 
We sat as still as a  mouse, listening for the least sound. Presently we 
felt something hard pressing gently against the back of our head. 
Saying nothing, we leaned our head backwards, when the sub-dance 
seemed to yield, and slid softly over our hair. Wo made a sudden 
grasp at it with our left, hand, still holding fast the right hand of the 
medium, when there was a sound of something falling heavily on tho 
table. Our friend instantly struck a match, and lo! one of the cane- 
bottomed chairs, which when we sat down were arranged round the 
room, was lying on the table. Throwing the match into the fireplace 
wc siit some time longer, but nothing of consequence happened. Once,

way wo obtained several table lunevt i , b'd in i-iu*Ii e.u.-w l.lir. aiinwer
was known lo wnr ■'If, mul II -. • • I in our mind, Mid, niitil some other 
hoi nl ion ih di'iiioiinl ml i <1, iv n iiiud limit I luU III'' r'M'ilyol tin Indy 
had more lo do with it than “ .lolm Ivin;*. ‘ ).t< n uet.tl lent win- pro 
pOni'il l»y tln-s ||)I*(1 iIIill hi*lr>i If. \Vi* Win li h 'l lo 11.11.1, of .i li on'*, to 
fix it llrmly ill om* mind, to plae.e n. p unit in.il p, p , nndu tic ' ihln, 
and to see whet lu>r " .lohli K inj/,' would writ*- il lorn-.. \\ < I nought', 
of a union ||iu ifirdiuin could not po uhly tnow, und ' .1 m ;dl 
iiuxiel y, for 1111o u as u test indued n I* ' 11uiI, t».»«I il, h<• n r. mlly 
w i t.l i mI ood, vvoul'l lit v • * proved uoiicIimi v i I y 11 > * ■ * ' • • • i. • *,l ..
iu Spirit.ualihin In yond thn li pi id' imiin ol the medium. VV« 1. ..-I tin, 
pnncil MiTulching, wu rii I wind, downward *•.< ..* »•*»u 1*1 towards ihe 
hub’s lent.; t.liny i.eemed perfectly »iill. M h*- vrratchmg < a . d, 

l and we pinked up flic paper. Then* wa* some wriliii;* on il, of 
| about, llii*. h'ligfli of lh>' mum? wc thought of, and Ih<• ii. i a,.d 
i ImmI, IcI.I.ui’h were eorreef. Dill, tin* rest, ol I.In’ word v ■ uin-rly 
I illegible, and two letters were not. enough l.o ;•* I. the id-... of < In »«•.• .nil, 

of our mind. We now adjourned lo Ihn dining-room, to ,vhat 
".John King” could do in the dark. \ pip rlulr- w;> , I;. I on l,li() 
table, which, we were n u.*rd, il '.van hi v nonimoii li d).I lo p . ! llirough.
We linked ihn medium if h1u* would coiiv nl lo L , her hands on the 
table and allow.ns to plane ours upon lleun. Sic* r. .1.1, r<,n chlf-d,
I n u lew moinenl < there came live or > ox rap*, die p ritual Spiral for ihn 
alphabet. Tim IniterH were quickly rim ov<*r. and d was noon -p* lt out 
that, wc wero taking all the magnetism, and that, “ .lolm King ’ could 
do no morel hut. evening. JIc said “ Hood night.” (.<> m; in :> -uicei-ssion 
of raps, beginning loudly and gradually dying away into an apparent, 
distance. We also then said “ (lood-iiighl. ” to the. medium, and earne 
away, having detected no imposture, having Keen and heard much dial 
was curious, but certainly having neither seen nor heard anything t.o 
convince us e.ven of the existence of a “ new force," much le-s of the 
“ supernature” of “ John King.”

()ur Court h and last seance occurred at a private hou •. Th r<- were nine 
persons present, including Mr. I). Home and Miss Fox, the well-known 
American medium. We formally searched the room and examined 
t.’ne furniture before we sal. down at the table, which measured 4l't. bin. 
hy (iff. 4 n. Tho room was at. first well lighted from a gas-burner over
head. On the table was an accordion, which we took to pion \ and 
tried, and found to be in every respect, an ordinary instrument; a light 
lath about two foot long, a small brass hand-hell, matches, paper (which 
we marked), pencils, and t wo spirit-lamps. We sat, down, and almost 
immediately loud raps appeared to come from Iho table and Hour. Miss 
Fox then got up and went to tho door of the room, inviting us to stand 
by her and to hold her hands, which we did, when loud thumps seemed 
to come from tho panels as if done with the fist. These were repeated 
at our request a desired number of times. To give a detailed account of 
everything which occurred would need more space Ilian wo can now 
spare. Suffice? it to say that the table was made light and heavy at 
our wish, that it moved in every direction, that there were vibra
tions of tho floor and of our chairs, that on Mr. Home holding tho 
accordion under the table in bis rigid, hand and by the end fnrt.li-4: 
from tho keys, it played a distinct tune, Mr. Home’s left, band being 
on the table, and his feet so raised as to be. visible. All other bands wero 
on the table. At the same time, and under the same conditions, a 
small hand-bell was rung in different parts of the space beneath tho 
table. Tho gas was now turned out, and the two spirit-lamps lit; 
those gave a fair light. The raps became louder, and, in the usual 
method, directed us to take a leaf out of the table. This was done, 
when tho table appeared to float up about eight inches off the floor, 
settling down again in a gentle swaying manner. Tho thin wooden 
lath lying on tho cloth was seen by tho whole party to he in motion. 
I t  tilted up sideways and endways, and then seemed to float backwards 
and forwards. Holding our hand throe inches, as near us wo could 
guess, above tho oloth, tho lath rose three times; the last, time it. 
touched our hand, and directly afterwards tho table jumped and 
shook violently, and loud raps seemed to cotno from all parts of it 
and of tho floor. The spirit-lamps wore now put out, and what

despite the warning ol the “ m edium s” that \vhatevmu who. in tlu*.nir_ light there was from a low fire only just, enabled us to see white
would instantly fall, perhaps on our heads, wo struck a match suddenly, 
but discovered nothing. W e placed tho chair down again by the wall 
and sat on, but nothing happened, and presently, getting tired of sitting 
in the dark clasping clammy hands, we opened the folding doors and 
ended the seance. Wo searched and re-searched the room, but found 
nothing abnormal. The furniture now became quite livi-ly—and this 
in broad daylight. A chair jum ped three or four yards across the 
carpet, our hat fell a t our feet, and numerous other phenomena 
occurred, but nothing so satisfactory as the chair in the dark, for then 
we had last hold of the “ mediums,” whereas now they were moving 
about the room, and, somehow or other, everything seemed to occur 
just when wc wero not looking, and one of them was somewhere behind 
us. Hut we must confess the chair in tho dark fairly puzzled ns, and 
we came away, very far, indeed, from being Spiritualists, but wishing 
we could spare time and trouble to come again and again till we lmd 
sifted the whole matter to the bottom.

Our th ird  seance was held in tho evening at ihe house of a famous 
professional medium. W e and our friend were admitted by special 
lavour, for the lady in question has been left money, has retired from 
public practice, and lives in a  handsome? way somewhere towards Hamp
stead. We sat in the drawing-room, in a good light of gas, and scarcely 
had the medium touched the small round table than “ John King,” her 
well-known lamiliar.took possession of it, and caused it to play all manner 
of antics. I t  jum ped into our lap and into the air, and conducted itself in 
the wildest way. Hut the lady’s fingers, and they were strong, were upon 
it all ti,e time, and there was also a difficulty and a delicacy in clearing 
her dress quite away from the claws of I,hr? pedestal. We do not for a 
moment accuse the medium of cheating, hut these? arc facts. What we 
wanted wero decided raps ar.d motion absolutely without contact, and 
tins wc were unable to obtain, though we made several attempts. An 
alphabet ol printed letters was now laid on tho table, and we wero 
de*i red to think of a  name and to pass a pencil along the lines of letters. 
Wc thought of one, and moved the pencil over tin*, paper. Knowing 
fbe, eye ol the medium was upon us, wc tried our best to move il with 
ihe n guianly  of machinery, but “ John King" was loo ‘-'lever to lx? 
'baled ■ he rapped at the righ t letters, and spelt out the name. In tins

paper on the table, and each other’s positions. Presently, Mr. 
Home’s and Miss Fox’s hands and feet being in strict custody, 
wo felt tho accordion pressing against our knees. Wo put our 
hand under the table, when tho instrument appeared to ho moving 
round, till its wooden base was placed between our fingers. In 
that position wo held it with its keys downwards; if seemed to be, 
pushed up towards our hand and played a few bars. It then stopped, 
and presently we felt the bell thrust between the fingers ol Hie same 
hand. Almost immediately a flower or sprig was put into our lingers, 
but as we were already holding in ono hand the accordion and the bell, 
the sprig was dropped. It was picked up again, put into our lingers, 
and as we received it we felt distinctly the touch of a largo thumb and 
linger. Wo did not lot it drop this lime, and there was immediately a 
succession of raps of a loud and jubilant nature. They seemed to come 
from the table in our immediate vicinity. A match was now struck 
and wc drew our tired hand from under tho table, displaying the 
accordion, the boll, and tho sprig. This was the end ot iho stance, for 
the “ spirit” would do no more. In the account of it w" have omitted 
several experiments about which we cannot speak decidedly. We tried 
every test wo could think of. A subdued light, darkened as the evening 
went on, was one of the conditions wo were obliged to comply with, and 
while the accordion was in our hand we were desired to sit passive, 
though, as we staled, the hands and feet of the “ mediums’’ were in 
strict custody. Mr. Homo seemed to wish to conceal nothing, and 
gave us every opportunity, consistent with the above conditions, for 
satisfying our scepticism. Vet wo need hardly say that wo wero 
unable to satisfy it. By his request we got under l-ho table with a 
lamp a great many times, insisted always on seeing hi ? hands and bet, 
or on having them, as well an those of Miss Fox, held firmly. As lo the 
band with which Mr. Home held the accordion under the table, all wo 
know is that on om? of our sub-mahogany expedition* with tin* spirit- 
lamp, we saw that hand quite still, and saw the accordion moving up 
and down, and playing music. We heard the key-notes, hut. the pom- 
I mu of the instrument, prevented nur seeing the Keys moving, il they 
did move. There was nothing during tlx? whole evening except the 
phenomena themselves to suggest imposture. We tried our b< 4
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In conalak:i we would simply refer our readers generally, and investigators in particular, to the following article, written some 
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adopted by the 7  . showing that, on Lpiritualism. tie  leading journal can make no higher claims than its ccatemporarles.

T H E  P R E S S  versus S P I R I T U A L I S M .
A B L E A F O R  I

X zw spaper C riticism .
T ie  report a: one London I):a.e-.-.ical Society’s Committee on the
Phenomena aL--a-L to be Spiritcal Manifestations.’' Las met with a 

reception remarkable as showing the varietv and changes of attitude 
assumed by the Press in re-at.sn to subjects of proscribed or unpopular 
character. On tne one hand, straitened by mercenary considerations 
and actuated by motives of superficial expediency, the Press, in some of 
its phases, is too venal for the duties devolving upon it. To be on the 
pop-.a.-, or rather tie  paying side, is the main consideration: hence 
upon tabooed subjects are brought into play ail the artifices of obscura
tion, nd:-:-..ie, innuendo, suppression, and mis-statement, but so cleverly 
woven into a genera, appearance of candour, that the community is 
n.ejKi rat„er than informed, or at any rate that large portion of the 
pi.o.ic m.r.d sufilcieutly gullible to believe in immaculate editors and 
reviewers, or sufficiently enervated to subst’tute for its own thougbt- 
ecort mere passing commentaries, indifferent as to their trustworthiness 
or origin.

Spiritualism, so called, is a casein point. I t  is a subject in bad odour 
—a subject, to be avoided—a subject on which feeling, especially religious 
feeling, runs high—a subject uncanny "—a subject held meet for deri
sion, but never deemed worthy of painstaking investigation. Xo sur
prise need therefore be occasioned by the fact that the late report has 
met with the usual treatment of the unpopular, and that conscientious 
reviewing has given place to misquotation and garbling, and the endea
vour to misrepresent its character and incidence.

But, on the other hand, a more worthy section of the Press has at 
heart the interests of truth, ar.d, regardless of merely popular impulses, 
seeks to present controverted subjects in a tentative, if not a judicial 
spirit. In  this direction the criticism on the inquiry in question has I

A" Y E S  T IG  A T IO X .
been tempered, and seems to invite a rejoinder in like courteous manner. 
Having regard to the amount of attention r.ow bestowed upon Spiri-.ril- 
ism, such rejoinder cannot be out of place, and may help to modify tbs 
disappointment arising in many cases from well-intentioned sirietures. 
which, through their irrelevance to the actual issues-raised, andthrough 
:_elr oversight of the moral conveyed by the investigation reported, are 
inconclusive.

Xatcre of the I nquiry-.
Firs-, then, it may be urged that although the report incidentalv 

covers the whole question of Spiritualism, ye" practically it is concerned 
with the phenomenal aspect of the subject only : for the Dialect:cal 
Society appointed its committee to report specifically on the phenomena 
alleged to he spiritual manifestations, and not upon Spiritualism us a 
creed or a philosophy. Thus it will be found that to whatever extent 
the investigators may have testified to the occurrence of certain pheno
mena, they haTe not ventured to determine their source.

P ublic Opinion" befop.e toe I sqciry.
Fairly, however, to review the investigation, a comparison must be 

made. First shouid be noted the general and public condition of the 
subject immediately prior to the inquiry : and next, to what extent that 
condition has been affected by the results attained.

On the one hand were the Spiritualists, considerable in numbers ar.d 
pretensions, avowing the frequent occurrence of certain phenomena, 
asserting for them a highly beneficial character, and attributing such 
occurrences to the agency of departed human beings.

On the other hand were a vast public and the Press, for the most part 
wholly indifferent to the subject; but where concerned, entertaining to-
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wards it opinions of marked scepticism and hostility. These opinions 
may bo thus briefly enumerated :—

1.—That no such phenomena as alleged occurred at all.
- .—That the alleged phenomena were the result of imposture or delu

sion, or of both, in varying degrees.
-I.—T hat the alleged phenomena had a basis of reality, but were inten

sified in effect bv delusion or imposture.
4. —- 1'hnt such phenomena occurred, but were explainable by known 

natural causes.
5. —That such phenomena occurred, and were attributable to natural 

causes not yet ascertained.
t>.—That in any ease the phenomena were utterly frivolous, and un

worthy of investigation.
7.—That the manifestations only occurred in the presence of believers 

in the same.
4.—Tint inediumsliip. so called, was in all cases professed and prac

tised for the mere sake of money-getting.
fl.—That the partisans of Spiritualism were for the most part uncul

tured, illiterate, and credulous.
10.—That Spiritualists, as a body, shrank from any examination of 

their claims, and placed every obstacle in the way of tair investigation.
This, roughly, was the popular view of the subject at the commence

ment of the inquiry: and the first fact to be notie d at its dose is. that 
whatever may be the rationale of the report it satisfies neither of the 
opposing parties. To the sceptic it goes too far, to the Spiritualist it is 
much too tentative: thus do both sides indirectly bear testimony to a 
faithful discharge of the investigator's ofiice.

T h e  O ral and  W ritten- E v id e n c e .

The committee, immediately upon its appointment, urgently invited 
oral and written evidence from every quarter. The Spiritualists alone 
responded, being represented by witnesses of well-ascertained respecta
bility from every grade of society: while the upholders of the impostor 
and delusion theories were conspicuous only by their absence, at any 
rate from the ordeal of the witness-box and of cross-examination.

Had the inquiry gone no further, the evidence thus collected would 
have been answer sufficient to much of hostile criticism. To characterise 
such evidence as “ hearsay ” is to misrepresent it, for it is as direct as that 
received in our law courts, each and every witness having been requested 
to speak only to facts within his or her personal knowledge—a restriction 
with which most complied. The value of this evidence is enhanced by 
the declaration from many of the witnesses that their original attitude 
towards Spiritualism was one of scepticism ; while some again had 
made acquaintance with the manifestations years ago, and had not ceased 
to continue observers, or wavered in their belief as to the existence and 
origin of the phenomena.

That the “ greater marvels ” belong to the oral evidence and to the 
correspondence is probably true; but is this the precise question to 
raise? To what extent is there agreement or disagreement amongst the 
witnesses themselves ? Has the committee been enabled practically to 
prove or disprove any of the facts alleged in the evidence ? These are 
questions perhaps more pertinent; and is it of no significance that men 
and women of acknowledged trustworthiness, professional status, 
culture, and refinement, should be found willing to give their personal 
testimony upon matters exposing themselves to almost certain contempt 
and ridicule, the while not a single champion volunteered to testify to 
the more popular beliefs in tricks and hallucination ?

E x pe r im e n t s  ok t h e  C o m m ittee  w it h o u t  M e d iu m s .

But the investigators (thirty-six in number) determined to experiment
alise. and for this purpose divided themselves into six sub-committees. 
In this circumstance may the true value of the report be found, or 
rather in the corroboration thus obtained of much in the oral and 
written evidence. This corroboration, so far as it took place, mar 
indeed be considered by the spiritualistic party as but “ ordinary " or 
elemental, and as “ outdone ” at many a private seance. But bv the 
public or by sceptics no such considerations can be advanced. For'them 
the inquiry must be. Has there been corroboration at all ? and next, 
What is the nature, extent, and authority of such corroboration ? For 
were not the Spiritualists challenged on the very grounds that the 
phenomena alleged never occurred, or were but the product of fraud or 
imposture ? And did not the Spiritualists, taking up the gauntlet, reply 
that whatever might be made of the origin o:~ the phenomena, their 
occurrence could be established by experiment without aid from them or 
from any of their mediums (so called)?

Proceeding, then, to private experiment, “ without the aid or presence 
of any professional medium," the more diligent and persevering of the 
sub-committees were enabled to report the occurrence of certain of the 
disputed phenomena which need not here be explained, but which are 
popularly known as “ table moving" and “ rappings.” the said manifes
tations be:ng commonly accompanied in greater orfess degree by marked 
indications of intelligence. A large majority of the investigators thus 
became actual witnesses to the phenomena under conditions far removed 
from the possibility of fraud or delusion, and their testimony is the 
more valuable seeing*that ihe report records that “ the greater part of 
them commenced their investigation in an avowedly sceptical spirit." 
Such eridence indeed can hardly bo over-rated, especially in view of the 
status and trustworthiness of the investigators, and of their carefulness 
not to overstate their conclusions, but rather to leave moot points for 
further reseurch.

R esults ok the I nquiry.

We have presented the case as it stood at the commencement of the 
inquiry ; let us now state how it stands at the close :—

1st. That some of the phenomena in dispute are proved to occur, and 
that upon independent, it might almost be said Hostile, testimony.

2nd. That the charges of imposture and delusion are negatived to the 
extent of the ground traversed bv the experimental committees.

•‘Ji d. That the phenomena proven are of a character so curious and so 
nppo-.-d to the usual developments of force, that they cannot priuinrih 
Is- regarded as unimportant, {vending a fuller knowledge in regard to 
their nature and origin.

I h. That although no explanation of the phenomena sufficient to 
cover the case has been arrived at through th ' ■ xp-rinn-nts instituted, 
so, on the other lm.d. there has be -11 n i - ; 'it negation of spiritual
istic theories.

5th. That the ooeurrenoe of the pi d - not depend upon
any belief or disbelief e incoming them.

Htb. That there are but very l-w y m -diums. ;1 that
mediuniship, so call" 1. appears to be a •.%; ,* w;,l -pr. i f  or 
oondition claimed and pmetiaed, - - re peoun con
sideration--. by numbers of persons hi every rank of lile.

Tlh. That no backwardness has boon : . upon the pi.rl of the 
Spiritualists in submitting their clonus to invi stigvti m.

Nh. That although urgently invited, none of the enpporlert of the 
Imposture and deltteion theonee enbmitted theauel bum

lUli. That, as a party, the ranks of Spirit uiiis’sare 1 to b no 
inoi’ s wanting in education, talent, sooofflpliihoisnts, and g r.eral 
credibility.

I nVK-TK.ATI •>  LEcr.JIM ENDED.

If these propositions but app-oximatelv red v: tb" t .- . 'i  •; ja
clear that the public now stand- in an entire’v ne-.v rdati . to the 
suhj ■ It may be urged that in the matters of couboI Lob
theory, Ac., but little ground has been gained, and that many of the 
p’.ien iima have yet to be endorsed. But, on the other hand,'it must 
bo conceded that these latter have not been negatived : and that, as a 
necessary sequence, the theoretic department naturally falls into a subse
quent stage of investigation.

The way, however, is paved by the great fact ascertained that phe
nomena really exist for elucidation, and a more respectful attention is 
fairly earned for whatever may yet require examination.

For the sceptic, then, this subject has taken an enormous stride. 
Phenomenally it is now removed from a condition of suspicious parti
sanship, and is elevated by an unsectarian inquiry inf v a .• :'on of fact 
meet for the further research of the scientist, psychologist, religionist, 
or philosopher. Indeed, the worth of this famous investigation can 
hardly be over-estimated as a starting-point for renewed inquiry, and its 
moral can scarcely be better conveyed than in the concluding words of 
the report itself:—•• Your committee, taking into consideration the high 
character and great intelligence of many of the witnesses to the more 
extraordinary tacts, the extent to which their testimony is supported bv 
the reports of the sub-committees, and the absence of any proof o'f 
imposture or delusion as regards a large portion of the phenomena; 
and. further, having regard to the exceptional character of the phe
nomena, the large number of persons in every grade of society and over 
the whole civilised world who are more or less influenced by a belief in 
their supernatural origin, and to the fact that no philosophical explana
tion of them has yet been arrived at. deem it incumbent upon them to 
state their conviction that the subject is worthy of more serious attention 
and careful investigation than it has hitherto received."

T h e  a d v erse  C r it iq u e s .

Turn we again to those other reviewers who have failed to note, or 
endeavoured to hide, the enormous ground gained in this subject, that 
we may ascertain their treatment of the report, and their claim for the 
position of censorship they have assumed. With but very few 
exceptions, the investigation has been treated with a dishor.estv. a 
flippancy, and an inconsequence well nigh beneath contempt. One fact, 
however, is prominent, viz., that the subject for the moment so thoroughly 
interests the public that it has been impossible to pursue towards it the 
ordinary tacties of total suppression. Failing this, derisive, unphilo- 
sophic, and garbled reviews have served to obscure the questions raised, 
to ignore the facts revealed, and to misdirect the public mind, so to 
prevent that further investigation which, if pursued, will unfailingly 
expose the small qualification possessed by their authors for the affected 
leadership of thought and opinion on this debatable subject. Unable 
to cope with the circumstance that some of the phenomena persistently 
denied have been actually endorsed by unpledged, indeed by sceptical, 
investigators after painstaking and repeated experiment, the reviewers 
have fallen back upon the old assertions of “ fraud," “ hallucination,-’ 
“ worthlessness of the manifestations,” Ac., Ac.

W ith an assumption almost astounding, they have not scrupled to call 
in question the intelligence and observan*: powers of a number of gentle
men to whom they for the most part must have been utter strangers,but 
whose high character and social standing is better ascertained than their 
own. and whose status as clergymen, lawyers, phys:cians, and scientists 
would imply more than average qualifications. Has it never struck 
these leaders of opinion (!) that such investigators must necessarily have 
been forewarned and forearmed in regard to the possibilities of fraud 
and delusion, and that the very labour upon which they entered was. in 
intent, the detection of imposture? So marked, indeed, is the hostility 
to the results recorded (elemental though they be "I, and to the recorders 
thereof, that one is driven to the conclusion that no compliment could 
have been too high, no. pitan of praise too intense, for the self-same 
investigators, had they but have been careful to have taken the side of 
unexamining incredulity rather than that of truth and conscientiousness.

Again changing their ground, the inquiry has been voted worthless, 
because experimental seances of but twelve months' standing have not 
testified to the greater marvels which years of record have accumulated 
for the Spiritualist. Thus there is an admission of the very phenomena 
primarily denied and urged impossible of demonstration,—an admission, 
however, only made for the purpose of asserting their inherent 
triviality.

Putting aside the inconsequence of this position, what possible warrant 
can there be for thus anticipating an answer to one of the questions 
propounded for solution? The actual investigators, with all the 
collected data before them, have not thus prejudged the case, for they at 
any rate fell that, apart from a full knowledge of the source, nature, and 
incidence of the manifestations, to have asserted their unimportance 
would have been a' surd. and a begging of the whole question. It would, 
however, be very easy to show the hollowness of this assumed appro se- 
inent. The very phenomena now decried were, some twenty uarsago, 

\ the talk and derision of the world, when as the " Rochester rapping* " 
i they appeared among a small and obscure community. Notwithstanding,

C. ntinr.i ! on page 20.
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equally  requisite  presence of th e  senile pan taloon , on who.se side 
he is supposed to be, but w ith  w hom  lie cannot on any one point 
agree. The foster-paren t o f  th e  nondescrip t foundling “ Psychic 
Force ” portrays th is  ch aracter to  absolute perfection, w hile the 
invisible harlequin  m ay, by  a slight s tre tc h  oi th e  im agination , he 
supposed to lie  th e  real au th o r o f m il'll o f th is  lively  acting— the
original parent of “ Psychic Force, but who is so systematically 
ignored by the more prominent dram atis persona*

Commenting on Mr. Serjeant Cox s letter, which we may again 
refer to, " F. <i. s .. ' a member of the Dialectical t ommlttee of 
Investigation, afh r  giving reasons for adopting the Spiritual the try, 
thus concludes:—

Such arc some of the statements, clear and distinct, by thoughtful, 
competent observers and witnesses. Upon what grounds does Mr. Ser
jean t Cor ignore their evidence? Knowing as I do the kindly, honest 
nature of the learned Serjeant, and 11is t borough love ot scientific truths,
1 oan aoeount for this circumstance only by an exaggerated parental 
instinot for his bantling “ Psychism," his adm iration for which he fondly 
fancies is shared by all Europe and America. W e may safely conclude 
that the hippopotamus firmly believes her baby to be the loveliest little 
darling tha t ever was born.

A fter the contem plation  of so m uch  of th e  recrea tive , th e  mind 
tu rn s  w ith  renew ed zest to  th e  consideration  of th e  following 
adm irable le t te r  from  th e  pen of Air. A . R . A\ a lla c e :—

To tlic Editor o f the “ Times..”
Sut,—Having been named by several of your correspondents as one 

of the scientific men who believe in Spiritualism, you will perhaps 
allow me to state briefly wbat amount of evidence has forced the belief 
upon me. I  began the investigation about eight years ago, and I  esteem 

I it a fortunate thing that a t that time the more marvellous phenomena 
! were far less common and less accessible than they are now, because 
| I  was led to experiment largely at my own house, and among friends 
1 whom I  could trust, and was able to establish to my own satisfaction, by 

means of a great variety of tests, the occurrence of sounds and move
ments not traceable to any known or conceivable physical cause. Having 
thus become thoroughly fam iliar w ith these undoubtedly genuine 
phenomena, I  was able to compare them w ith the more powerful mani- 

I testations of several public mediums, and to recognise an identity of 
cause in both by means of a number of minute but highly characteristic 
resemblances. I  was also able, by patient observation, to obtain tests of 
the reality of some of the more curious phenomena which appeared at 
the time, and still appear to me, to be conclusive. To go into details 
as to those experiences would require a volume, but I  may, perhaps, be 
perm itted briefly to describe one, from notes kept at the time, because 

i it serves as an example of the complete security against deception 
; which often occurs to the patient observer w ithout seeking for it.

A lady who had seen nothing of the phenomena asked me and my 
sister to accompany her to a well-known public medium. AYe went, and 

I had a sitting alone in the bright light of a sum mer’s day. After a 
; number of the usual raps and movements, our lady friend asked if the 

name of the deceased person she was desirous of communicating with 
! could be spelt out. On receiving an answer in the affirmative, the lady 

pointed successively to the letters of a prin ted  alphabet while I  wrote 
down those a t which three affirmative raps occurred. N either I  nor my 
sister knew the name the lady wished for, nor even the names of any of 
her deceased relatives; her own name had not been mentioned, and she 
had never been near the medium before. The following is exactly what 
happened, except tha t I  alter the surname, which was a very unusual 
one, having no authority to publish it. The letters I  wrote down were 
of the following k ind :—y n r e h n o s p m o h t .  After the first 
three—y n r—bad been taken down, my friend said, “ This is nonsense; 
we had better begin again.” Ju s t then her pencil was a t e, and raps 
came, when a thought struck me (having read of, but never witnessed a 
similar occurrence), and I  said “ Please go on ; I  th ink I  see w hat is 
meant.” AYhen the spelling was finished I  handed the paper to her, but 
she could see no meaning in  it  till I  divided it  at the first h, and 
asked her to  read each portion backwards, when to her intense astonish
ment the name “ H enry T hom pson” came out, tha t of a deceased son of 
whom she had wished to hear, correct in every letter. Ju s t about that 
time I  had been hearing ad nauseam  of the superhum an acuteness of

THE “ TIMES" AND SPIRITUALISAL 
Contemporary with the celebrated hairdresser who gave it as i 

his opinion that the function of the brain was to “ percolate through 
the skull and nourish the hair,” there appeared an allusion to j 
Spiritualism in the Times, in which the sapient writer stated that 
if the spirits could grind his coffee, blacken his hoots, and put his 
hat on the peg as he entered the house, he could see some utility 
in Spiritualism. Thanks to the onward unfoldment of spiritual 
light and truth, more particularly io the efforts of the Dialectical 
Society’s Committee, the mirror of public prejudice and conceit 
has discovered that he has an intellect to cognise facts as well as 
palate to appreciate the flavour of coffee; that his “ understanding ” 
can he improved by other means besides those furnished by Day and 
Martin; and that the head is probably a receptacle for brains as 
well as a block on which to expose Lincoln and Bennett’s choice 
goods.
n, Uc? V ei ™u.c^  {ratification the dawn of intelligence thus j mediums who detect the letters of the name the deluded visitors expect, 
apparent mu.-t git e to the philanthropist and patriot, it would have notwithstanding all their care to pass the pencil over the letters with 
fcec-n much mure satisfactory it the writer had given some of his perfect regularity. This experience, however (for the substantial 
personal home experiences in respect to this subject, seeing that accuracy of which as above narrated I vouch), was and is, to my mind, 
he bo virtuously detests the professional practices of public mediums, a complete disproof of every explanation yet given of the means by 
It would have been an extra inducement to men of science to in- I which the names of deceased persons are rapped out. Of course, I do 
vestigate if he had associated with his labours the orthodox not expect any sceptic, whether scientific or unscientific, to accept such 
example of the Rev. Dr. Gumming, and adduced eases from the ■ facts, of which I could give many, on my testimony, but neither must 
mediumsliip of a ladv of title. But we beg the Times reporter’s ^ey e:sPect me, nor the thousands of intelligent men to whom equally 
pardon for alluding thus to his work as a performance for which he conclusive tests have occurred, to accept their short and easy method" 
is personally responsible, as it ha? stood so long on the galleys n* fiVT1' a'T’'riDrt'lpm 
and experienced the familiar operations of the “ bodkin” and 
“ stick ” so often, that the original first proof would not he able

of explaining them.
I f  1 am not occupying too much of your valuable space, I  should like 

to make a few remarks on the misconceptions of many scientific men as
oima ui i ah, i u di. me original proo wouiQ not oe a Die to  the n a tu re  of this inquiry, taking the letters of your correspondent

to  lecogmse itse lf as transform ed to  m eet the requ irem ents oi Mr. Dircks as an example. In  the first place,‘he seems to think that itDircks as an example. In  the first place,‘he seems to think that it 
an argum ent against the facts being genuine tha t they cannot all be 

produced and exhibited at w ill; and another argum ent against them,
Boxing-day. To those who are acquainted with the true merits of :
Spiritualism, and have likewise a knowledge of the men and their j  ̂ _     j
motives who figure iu the production of this Times divertisement, that they cannot be explained by any known laws. But^neither can

catalepsy, the fall of meteoric stones, nor hydrophobia be produced at 
w ill; yet these are all facts, and none the less so tha t the first is some
times imitated, the second was once denied, and the symptoms of the

the whole proceeding wears the appearance of a Christmas panto
mime with a genuine historical plot. AYe do not refer merely to the 
opening act, which is disposed of in another place, but the amuse- , 
ment created becomes more intense as the performance extends ! third are often greatly exaggerated, while none of them are yet brought 
itself into the issues of the Times, which succeeded the appearance under the domain of strict science; yet no one would make this an 
of the opening article. A Christmas piece, however funny the argument tor reiusing to investigate these subjects. Again, I should 
playwright might affect to he. would he hut a tame affair without j ?°t have expected a scientific man to state, as a reason for not examining
the'necessary adjunctions of comic representation. This desider- 1 J n 'e tt  ? “  “ a f* V T y ?W’ ? pCcmll;Tluu c ; J j , >r,. TKwJ-o ti3e law ol gravity, and that it “ sets chemistry, human physiology, and
atum the Junes correspondence happily finm lies, A i. Ducks mechanics at open defiance;” when the facts simply are that the pheno- 
(happv name) plays the clown to perfection, xlis toily ]S so tiaiis- , mena, if true, depend upon a cause or causes which can overcome or 
parent and unconsciously expressed that even children see through counteract the action of these several forces, just as some of these forces 
it, and clap their hands in exultant glee in being wiser than , often counteract or overcome others; and this should surely be a strong 
the cause of their merriment. Nor is he unsustained by the inducement to a man of science to investigate the subject.
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While no t laying any claim myself to the liilo of “ a really scientific
m an,' there aro some who deserve that epithet, who have not yet been 
mentioned by your correspondents as at the same time Spiritualists.
Such 1 consider the lute Dr. Hubert Chambers, as well a Dr. l.Uiutson, 
Professor W illiam Gregory, of Edinburgh; and Professor Hare, of 
Rhiliadelphia all, unfortunately, deceased; wlule Dr, Chilly, of MAI- I 
\e rn , as a scientific physician, and .lodge Edmonds, one ill the best 
American lawyers, have had the most ample means of investigation ; yet 
all these not only were convinced of the reality of the. n od  marvellous 
facts, but also accepted the theory of modern Spiritualism a . the only 
one which would embrace and account for the facts. 1 am also ucipiainted 
with a living physiologist ol high rank as an original investigator, who 
is an equally firm believer.

In conclusion 1 may say that, although 1 have heard a great many 
accusations of imposture, 1 have never detected it myself ; and, although 
a large proportion of the more extraordinary phenomena are such, that, I 
if impostures, they could only be performed by means of ingenious 1 
apparatus or machinery, none has ever been discovered. I consider it 
no exaggeration to sav, that the main facts are now as well established 
and as easily verifiable as any of the more exceptional phenomena of 
nature which are not yet reduced to law. They leave a most important 
bearing on the interpretation of history, which is full of narratives of 
similar facts, and on the nature of lile and intellect, on which physical 
science throws a very feeble and uncertain light ; and it is my linn and 
deliberate belief that every branch of philosophy must, sull'er till they | 
are honestly and seriously investigated, and dealt with as constituting 
an essential portion of the phenomena of human nature. 1 am, Sir, > 
yours obediently, A lfr ed  R. W a lla ce .

NEXT SUNDAY IN LONDON.
Sunday Services for Spiritualists, id, Cavendish Rooms. Mortimer 

Street, Wells Sired, O f,,|-il Street, at. 7. L burn-', on " .'piritualism 
and Publie ( (pinion.

Charh . Voysey, at. St. Clcorg, ;1 11 all, I. ogham Place, in tlm morning. 
Sunday Lecture Society, St. George's Hull, at 1. 1..I. Mount, hxq.,

M.D. (late. Secretary to tie Council ol Ivheart ion, and linpeetor- 
General ol stale prisons, lleiigal), on “ 'lie- .Musmlmtnih ol India and 
Cent rid Asia.”

Sand iy Evenings for llm People, St. George’s Hull, at 7. H. Sand- 
witli, Esq., ( ’.I!., D.C.L., on “ Eastern Evpenence ■ or, MiMi.ee 't ilings 
I Have S -en and Heard, ’ followed by Rossini’s ’■ Stabal Muter.”

“ An I nlettered Pulpit," South Plaee Chapel, Pins’.airy, id 11.1.7. 
M. 1). Conway, on “ Pre-Darwinism and Post-Darwinism."

In  conclusion, wo take the opportunity of noticing a le tter from 
the secretary of th e  D ialectical Society, in which he ollicially 
disavows any connection between th a t society and the. Deport on 
Spiritualism. T he facts are th ese :—T he Com mittee of Investiga
tion presented th e ir R eport to the society, which declined the risk 
or responsibility of publishing it. More courageous and earnest 
than the paren t body, th is com m ittee undertook the work them
selves, w ith  the rew ard, seemingly, of being ignored by those who 
ought to  have been proud of tlie ir faithful conduct. This investiga
tion is the only th ing w hich the society has ever done worthy of nine 
days' remembrance, and yet, officially, i t  has the ungeutlemanliness 
to  affect to  re

DR. SEXTON'S APPOINTMENTS.
Darlington, Sunday, January “bt.li, an follow : - 
AfI'l-noon.- “ Tim Philosophy of Trance Natural, Mesmeric, and 

Spiritual.”
Kvcuini/. “ Theories Invented to Account for and Explain Spiritual 

Phenomena.”
Tuesday, “8. Vaceination Useless and Injurious.”
Wednesday, “'.I. “ The Physiology of Digestion."
Thursday, 30.—“ The Vital Stream; a Sketch of the Circulation of 

the Blood."
Arrangements are in progress for Dr. Sexton to lecture at Hatley, 

Leeds, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Huddersfield, and other places.
All communications to be addressed to Dr. Sexton, 17, Trafalgar Road, 

Old Kent Road, London, S.E.

D alston A ssociation .-—The filth half-yearly m eeting will he held 
at 74, Navarino Road, on Monday evening, the 13th instant, at eight 
o’clock.

L iv erpo o l . -Mr. Kitson, of Gawthorpe, near Wakefield, will give 
two inspirational addresses at the Assembly Rooms, Islington, Liver
pool, on Sunday, at half-past two and seven p.m.

H u d d er sfield .—Dr. Sexton will lecture in  the Gymnasium Hall 
on the first Sunday in February, Mr. Councillor Houghton in the chair. 
Subjects—Afternoon, “ Personal Experience;" evening, “ Spiritualism

repudiate th a t which i t  will yet be heartily ashamed at Ages and in all Countries.”
— I . . I  - - - . . 1 ____. _ _ . _ . J . ,1 1 1 * A 1 . ri i . L  \ . . f  4- L  i  * a v-\ A i i r o l i r        - .not having accepted and promoted. By the  side of the important 

issues and universal a ttention which th is  report has raised, the other j 
acts of the D ialectical Society sink into utter insignificance, more i 
particularly  the  carping m inority who, determined to balance their j 
ignorance against the laudable industry of the genuine investi- j 
gators, throw  into prom inent relief the leading actors in this 
famous inquiry. The Times closes the discussion w ith a leading j 
article, w hich we shall refer to next week.

As we leave the theatre le t us not forget to thank those who j 
have granted the Spiritualists such an acceptable Christmas enter- j 
tainm ent, for a t the bottom  of it  all is vividly apparent this [ 
significant m oral—Spiritualism  is now a recognised fact, and its | 
phenom ena are true.

Ax in v e s t ig a t o r  wants to hear of Spiritualists in Leicester.
The Duy of Best is the title of a new penny weekly illustrated 

paper of “ Sunday reading.”
AIi’.s. P o w e l l  has arrived safely in America after a rough voyage. We 

shall publish a letter from her soon.
T h e  Jersey Observer gives an article on “ Spiritualism,” recom

mending the M e d iu m  and Afr. Alassey’s “ Concerning Spiritualism.”
M adam e L o u is e  will hold a developing circle and seance on Wednes

day evening, at seven o’clock, at 153, Percy Street, Bedford Square.
A Iessrs . H e r n e  a n d  W il l ia m s  are absent from London, giving seances 

in the provinces
AIu. P r e n t ic e  M u lfo r d  is  open to receive invitations to lecture on 

Progressive subjects, including Spiritualism; also on Emigration, 
California, and American life.—Address, 15, Southampton Row, London,w.c.

Ala. a n d  Afits. H o lm es , 1G, Old Quebec Street, are having successful 
manifestations of materialised spirit-faces. At every sitting for that 
purpose several visitors discern the well-known likenesses of deceased ■ 
friends.

Alas. B u t t e r f ie l d , the well-known trance-speaker, of Morley, near 
Leeds, will visit London during the last week in this month, and 
deliver addresses to such societies as may require her services. Appli
cations should be forwarded at once to 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

A n e w  w e e k l y  seance was commenced on Tuesday evening at the I 
Spiritual Institution under the direction of Mrs. B erry; Madame 
Louise, clairvoyanto-niedium. As no notice had been given, the circle 
was small, but the results in the highest degree satisfactory. A lady had 
her ailments accurately described, although no person in the circle had 
seen her before. Another lady had her family history intimately 
described, with many details of a highly-improbable character.— such as 
alluding to her grandchildren—for the lady had a very youthful appear
ance. We congratulate Airs. Berry, on her return to public action in I 
behalf of Spiritualism, on the success of this her first seance. The 
seances will bo continued on Tuesday evenings. For conditions see tbe 
calendar of weekly meetings and seances.

N e w c a s t l e -on- T vne.— The secretary of the Spiritual Association, 
Air. Thomas Wood, Freemasons’ Old Hall, Newgate Street, asks (he aid 
and co-operation of the many wealthy Spiritualists who reside in the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle, to enable the association to engage the 
services of first-rate mediums and lecturers. Gerald Alassey is about to

O ur fr ien d  Air. Russell of Kingston-on-Thames holds a responsible 
position in the post-office there, and recently by a robbery of the till he 
lost i.70. We are glad to observe from the Surrey Comet that his 
friends have contributed upwards of tbe half of it, audit is to be hoped 
that the remainder will soon be sent in.

B irmingham .—A lady writes respecting the low state of tiie cause 
in Birmingham, and warmly recommends to the notice of investiga
tors Air. and Airs. Downes, 42, Aston Road, as mediums. We hope 
our friends will call on Air. Downes, whom we used to know when 
he lived at Enfield, and endeavour lo utilise his gifts.

“ H isto r ic u s” sustained the part of Spiritualism most creditably 
in his discussion with Air. Alagee Pratt, on Sunday last. His opponent's 
powers, like those of Air. Bradlaugb, consisted chiefly in xvry faces 
and wry expressions, or attempts to ignore and lead away from the 
subject. Wonderful indeed are the devious ways pursued by some 
“ truth-seekers ” (?).

T h e  quarterly meeting of the Alarylebone Association of Spiritual
ists will take place on Afonday, the 13th irst., at the Spiritual Insti
tution, 15. Southampton Row, commencing precisely at eight o'clock; 
when tbe election of tlie officers for tbe ensuing year will take place, 
together with other important business. Any friends wishing to 
join the association are invited to attend.—C. W h ite , Hon. Sec.

An I nqu irer  (Alargate) would be glad to join a seance, if one were 
instituted at Margate. In reply to his question, we have to state that 
it is well ascertained that spirits who have departed this life for 
centuries communicate as well as personal friends recently deceased. 
All depends on the conditions and the motives of the inquirer. “Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them.” A chapter from Peebles's biography, “The Spiritual 
Pilgrim,” was lately quoted in Human Nature, which very well illus

trates this matter.
T h e  St. John’s Association of Spiritualists beg to announce the follow

ing arrangements for January, 1 8 7 3 Thursday, the lfith, lecture by 
i Air. Joseph Ashman, on “ Healing Alediumship.” Thursday, the 23rd,
[ a seance; Aliss Reeves, medium. Thursday, the 30th, a lecture by 

C. W. Pearce, Esq.; subject—“ Spiritual Alanifestations, Ancient and 
S Modern.” The meetings to be held at the St. John’s Temperance Hail,
| 7, Corporation Row, Clerkemvell. Admission free. Doors will be 
| opened each evening at 8 o’clock, and the meetings commence at 8.30.—
| R. P earce, Hon. See.

The Ball's Pond Association of Spiritualists beg to announce tlie 
following arrangements:—Monday, the 13th, a lecture by Air. S. 
Goss. Subject—“ A Scientific Exposition of Spiritualism, and the 

; Origin and Character of Evil.” Alonday, the 20th, Air. J. Burns will 
I answer questions and objections from (lie audience, written or oral.

Alonday, the 27th, a seance by Aliss Reeves, when that medium will 
f speak under spirit-control. Monday, February 3, a lecture bv T. 
j Shorter, Esq. Subject—“Spiritualism and the Press.” The meetings 
! to be held at 102, Ball's Pond Road, Islington, corner of king Henry’s 
i Walk. Doors open at eight o'clock each evening. Admission free.— 
J. W ebster , Hon. Sec.

H alifax.—Dr. Sexton gave three excellent, lectures on Sunday on 
subjects which have been announced in the AIedii'.ii. I am sorry to say 
the audiences were very scanty on eacli occasion, owing in a great mea
sure to the wild state of the weather. His treatment of the subject of 
Trance demolished the material philosophy of tlie mind. On the 
theories invented to account for the phenomena the action of Spiritual

deliver two lectures lor the association, and if sufficient help is obtained ngency was clearly demonstrated. We are sorrv that space prevents our 
Dr. Scxlori will bo engaged, who is a great favourite in the town. U'° doing justice to (iie very interesting ami intelligent digest furnished by 
meetings are held on Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday nights, at tno y;,. Wilson. We earnestly recommend our readers to invite Dr. Sexton 
above address. i to visit their localities, and hear him for themselves.
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utjpersevering. Of the two individual reports denying the phenomena, 
it is notorious that the authors .had, or took, but few opportune ties for the 
experimental investigation accomplished by others, tine book ts-' .i 
discloaes. The attempt, therefore, to make the tale of inadeo jate inves
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HOW TO INVESTIGATE T H E  P H E N O M E N A .
It is calculated that one person in every seven might become a medium by observing the proper condit: Tn .-

Spiritualieth ha-.-e. in moat east % arrived at their conn-iudn.n . . - .. . v .1 . n. n . -lv . nn
and of the -sional mediums. Every Spiritualist is indeed an “ investigator ”—it may be at an advanced i
that Mr. IHrck . ge "darkness an . may be for ever repelled, the following series of eond; in.ns . p: . 
under which the phenomena may at all tiu.e- he evolved.

. i -jc

t* ■

iV
\U.ltZ fifil
it
7 fî an *
fiiWtau A

■M VrJ. Ud/̂ r 
. ?/r V-}//T«r titc  
I.: i ' /  '. ;/v * . -

POLES AND CONOmOSS m  THE SPiP1T-CIRLLE.
C09DMOSZ.--TU*; j/hz'UOffK'fia caMiot 

in v*rry warm, w iltn ' wfsdtiiArr, in extreme w ld, ihu&lvr an-l 55jrfjti 
mafnih-t/; <lu>tar)̂ ar>;z*« j/revail, -wlum atni'z-jyhere U rery r/i -i.-* J ;r wl 

mueii rstiT», or hVzrmt of •xm'j. A warm, o r. atr« '/• ptiere .- ;
tUe 7i»eaii between all extreme*, araA a/ree* vritii the h arm on^o i ei. 
or«Tii*m w'iich i/roper fvr the maiiife>vit:ori of - :/,r’‘ ..4i p!ie 
s a v i  ;e'i or «l*rk;*«;>.. \ ■. Lv.-' .- f  «- t -,:r • ...
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Q UESTIONS ANSWERED.
K. S. attended Mr. M o rs e 's  sennoo at tlie Spiritual Institution, on the 

3rd instant. I t  was the first meeting of the kind she had attended, and 
she asks the following questions : —

‘•Is trance inducible at any tim e by a pure act of the will on the 
part of the medium, or is the assistance ol extraneous magnetic power 
necessary?” In  a trance manifestation there are three factors the 
suitable condition of the medium, surrounding circumstances, and the 
desire and efficiency of the operating spirit. As to the medium, he 
must be of a receptive constitut ion, and Ids will should be in a negative 
state—in other words, he should bo capable of being controlled, and 
willing to have the operation performed. As to the surroundings or 
“ extraneous magnetic power,” some mediums are so constituted that 
the spirits find sufficient of the necessary elements associated with the 
medium to connect the operations of the spirit with the organism of 
the medium. In other cases the presence of other parties in a “ circle ” 
is necessary to evolve elements which are required to enable the spirit 
to project its will-power into the nervous system of the medium. At 
all times both mediums and normal speakers are influenced favourably 
or unfavourably by these surroundings. As to the spirit, no control 
can be ellectcd unless some spirit is able and willing to operate, nor ran 
that operation take place unless the medium is suitable and the condi
tions favourable.

“ Is it physical pain that produces that convulsive action in the 
medium while falling into or recovering from the trance?” No. The 
change of the controlling agency convulses the muscles, but after the 
process commences the medium is generally unconscious. In  some 
oases there is considerable suffering—more especially under develop
ment, or in the early stages of mediumship.

“ Is not the exhaustion that follows injurious to health, hence 
exercising a banetul rather than beneficial influence?” Mr. Morse’s 
health has improved during tiie last year, and yet trance-speaking is 
exhausting the same as other forms of mental action are. Do we not 
continually hear ol ministers, writers, and lawyers being done to death 
by over work ? Much depends on the conditions. We have seen Mr. 
Morse ill tor two days after a control, because of the inharmonious in
fluences in which he was for the time placed. W e have, on the 
contrary, seen him much benefited by a control.

“ My own sensation during the seance was that of being in contact 
with strong magnetic power, and for some hours after, the muscles of 
toe right band and arm were swollen and fatigued, much as I  once had 
them alter a strong application of a galvanic battery, applied under 
medical supervision. Is it customary for persons to be affected by the 
magnetic current (if I  may so express it) in this way ? P e rh a p s! am 
over susceptible, as I  believe I  possess a fair share of magnetic power— 
at least, if success in table-turning is any test, or that peculiar sense 
ot sympathetic influence which the presence of persons, sometimes total 
strangers, occasionally elicits ?” You are mediumistic, and freely give 
oil the elements necessary to effect the con tro l; all the organic action 
performed by the medium while under influence is physical, and has 
to be derived troiu physical sources. At the same seance another sitter 
experienced great exhaustion of the brain. Sensitives who attend 
lectures often experience similar sensations.

One ol the spirits controlling Mr. Morse the other evening, 
speaking ot souls arriving in the spirit-land after quitting this life, 
made a remark (I iorget the exact words) implying that souls that 
had not fulfilled the end of their creation in this life would be sent 
back again. Did he mean to be reincarnated? or to wander, according 
to the popular idea ot ghosts, until its term of penance be expired ?” 
All development comes by action, and if the spirit (while in the body) 
neglects those duties necessary to call out its innate powers, it must 
become associated with mediumistic persons, and by the experience thus 
gained evolve its personal attributes. The French Spiritists believe 
that spirits are reincarnated. F or information respecting which, see 
Human Mature for the last three years, and a special article by Miss 
Blackwell in the forthcoming number (February). See also an article, 
“ A Wife Poisoner in the Spirit-W orld,” by Leon Favre, brother to 
Jules Favre, the eminent French statesman, which appeared in Human 
Mature for December last.

tru e  English Spiritualist give her tin* hand of fellowship and 
sym pathy!—.1 am, yours in t lie cause of truth,

E it i ik m ia  D ickson-.
It), Lcamiup/on It'ami Vil/an, ll'is/lnmrir’ Back, /! .,

January <», 1876.
[ J’lii' stranger to Spiritualism will find some difficulty in appreciating 

the above reliable testimony. It gives a case of what, on purely physio
logical grounds, may he denominated the scient ific mode of treating 
disease. It is admitted that disease arises from inharmonious o r defec- 

| live action of the vital forces. Any treatment, then, which can operate 
j directly on the vis metlicatrLv nalurtr must remedy such inbarmonies 
■ in the most prom pt and happy manner. Mrs. Dickinson, from her 

high stale of health and peculiar magnetism, is well adapted for this 
1 important, work, and when ent ranced or controlled by her directing in

fluences she is impelled to make the proper passes, and with an intensity 
I far greater than it she were in her normal state. Jler diagnosis and 
( prescriptions are also valuable. This unusual form of treatment 
j answers in a significant manner (lie cut ho no of Spiritualism. I t  is also 

an exemplification of the scriptural practice of healing by the laying on 
; of hands.—Ed. M.]

A NEW  FORM  OK CO-OPEllATION.
M i. J . Urn ns. 1 tear briend, It. is with much pleasure I write to 

inform you of the sympathy of our kind and true friends of Bishop 
Auckland, Howdon, and surrounding district for the welfare of the 
Spiritual Institution. We have held t wo seances, and realised £1 Is., 
for which I enclose an order, and thank our friends for their voluntary 
net, as we made no charge. I  think if this plan were carried out where 
seances were held, and good mediums, there might be something more 
dono for the Institution. 1 fear it would intrude too much on your 
tim e and space to give a full detail of our seances. I  may just state 
that our trance-speaking and physical manifestations are both good ; the 
table, tambourine, and bells being used freely. We have not got the 
direct spirit-voice to speak yet, but have the whistle very loud to accom
pany us while singing. Wo have the promise of great things, which I 
doubt not . if we do our part, our spirit-friends will do theirs to accom
plish. W e have great opposition. Our Christian friends are kicking 
very hard, but they are kicking the right way—they are making the 
people think for themselves, and seek for the truth, which, I  am glad 
to say, many are doing. Myself and family tender our sincere thanks 
to our worthy friend John Scott, Esq., of Belfast, for his handsome 
new year’s present—a large quantity of books, of great value to the 
inquiring mind. They are for our own perusal and to distribute. I  
hope they will be the means of helping to lift many out of the mire of 
ignorance, and set their feet on a sure foundation of the tru th .— 
Yours in earnest for the progress of Spiritualism,

R obert F awcitt.
Bishop Auckland, January  2, 1S73.
[W e thank our Bishop Auckland friends for this flip last evidence 

of their kind and hearty co-operation. I t  shows that the means of 
carrying on our work depends entirely on the earnestness with which 
all who desire to promote Spiritualism concentrate their efforts.— 
Ed. M.]

T H E R A PE U T IC  M ED IU M SH IP.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I t  is with sincere and unfeigned pleasure 

that I  ask you to allow me space in the earliest impression of the 
M edium  to bear testimony to the remarkable gifts of Mrs. Ju lia  B . 
Dickinson, as a clairvoyant of high order, as well as a powerful 
magnetic healer. I  was, I  believe, her first real patient in London, and 
consequently had the gratification of giving her the first fee ; and I  
think it but fair to that lady to complete a threefold chord of har
mony by offering her—in acknowledgment of the benefit received—the 
first public testimonial. I t  may be asked by some, Of what nature was 
the disorder ? I  answer, the same that half the world is groaning 
under, viz., general weakness, and lack of vitality, causing not only de
pression and listlessness, but often, too often, great physical suffering, 
in spite of the constant supervision, and as constantly the successful 
treatment and quick removal of the same by our faithful and beloved 
doctor in spirit-life.

I  bad just recovered from two very severe attacks—the first caused by 
torpidity of the liver, the second from intensified spasmodic neuralgia 
in the nerves and muscles of the left 6ide, which were quickly removed 
by the good spirit-doctor ; but the reaction caused great debility of the 
system. I was therefore thoroughly out of condition. I  no sooner saw 
Mrs. Dickinson than I  resolved to put myself under her treatment, when 
the first visit convinced me of her powers. She was soon under the con
trol of one of her medical guides, who told me what I  knew to be 
faithfully true, and cheered me by the assurance that I  would not only 
be cured, but grow strong, and tbut three treatments would make mo 
feel a new being, which it has done.

Mrs. Dickinson has not only good healthy magnetic power, but a fine 
spiritual nature and development also, which soothes and elevates all 
who can enter her spiritual piano. I t  has been my privilege to listen 
to many soul-inspiring sentiments from this American sister ; her 
mission, and that of her spirit-guides, is a noble one, and goes out alike to 
suffering humanity. God bless her labours amongst us, and may eveiy

A LADY’S TH O U G H TS ON T H E  T IM E S  ARTICLE.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I  extract the following little review of 

the Timc.s article from a letter written to my mother bv a lady who has 
comparatively recently investigated and accepted tlio great facts of 
Spiritualism.—Yours, D esm on d  G-. F it z - G buai.d .

“ Have you read in the Times of the 26th (Boxing-day) an article on 
Spiritualism ? I t  is long, and its object is to urge scientific men to meet 
Spiritualists on their own ground, and either detect their ‘ impostures ’ 
or explain the causes of the phenomena. The article is written by a 
sceptic; but he, having read a host of literature and ‘ reports’ and 
accounts of seances, and having himself attended four of these—with 
Mr. Home, Miss Fox, and other known mediums—professes himself 
unable to account for the phenomena, even with all the tests and exami
nations which he was allowed, and indeed pressed, to make. One of 
his seances was evidently with Messrs. Herne and Williams, at their own 
rooms, but with only a friend of tho writer’s present besides himself and 
the mediums. He did not see any forms or hands, nor anything but the 
effects of invisible agency; but he is evidently getting rather wonder- 
struck. He persists that though the subject appears to be a very 
ridiculous one, it is nevertheless a very serious one, and decidedly 
demands prom pt investigation by scientific men, ‘ who have clearly not 
done their duty.’ This will doubtless call forth something more, and, I  
trust, open at least some eyes to matters which ought to reach (he very 
utilitarian, intensely practical, and worldly philosophy of this densely 
stupid age. One would think, to hear the widespread egot ism and self- 
glorification of the present day, that there is nothing in God’s universe 
but this earth and the exceedingly clever people on it, who are so busy 
regenerating themselves, and bringing on a glorious millennium by their 
own material efforts. B ut * the things that are despised ’ are, by the hand 
of God, worked for their confusion. H'c have seen and heard more than 
this w riter dreams of!

“ Y o u r s , --------- .”

SPIRIT-PIIO TO G R A  1*HY.
One of tho most imposing objects in the collection a t the Spiritual 

Institution is the series of spirit or psychical photographs taken by Mr. 
Beattie, of Clifton, and presented by M r. Tommy, Bristol. They 
occupy a large mount, tastefully framed, with a full description under
neath cut from tlio newspapers. We hope visitors will not forget to 
ask to see this interesting object, in the examination of which an hour 
m aybe spent very agreeably.—Photo of “ John King.” Mr. Bussell, 
of Kingston, has handed us specimens of a photograph recently taker, 
by him, Mr. Williams, medium, being the sitter. To the left of tin, 
picture stands a figure attired after the fashion seen in the cooling-rouiu 
of a Turkish hath, said to represent the spirit “ John King.” As tin  
brow and eyes are covered by the turban, tho identity cannot, be readily 
determined, yet what appears is characteristic of other portraits of that 
spirit. I t  is a genuine spirit-photograph.
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eat lev IV; I I •
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«/>}/-: "t I L iA.OO.'j . L  / j .
Me.nor I! o'M ", I. 
Mr.. (/. li...;:..
IP nry Ji-Ifery, L y
.'.. V  . • L / /  . ..  i-.V ... A 'J O L
Jo-ejM Madrid", k /).
J I. •- L e. 
jl. M. Me- o K-y 
j; v .. • Ac:,. h  ' . < L.
T W . A. I.

\ ■ .. ip. . ; ■ p,

' ' ' : 3 V ' . ' L .
M- ••.'-•••• ‘ ■■■ h , A
H h  A: ■ /  ■ A 

D. j.
H. /.,

.. A ' . j A
•- '. • i . y .

r.-'.fe V. ‘ ry-: I!' y  L'. . ; A c ., to  V; A -.Aw t/> >

B . • given o f the expert ■■ of i , < ........................................A . • ...
j/jgr.-y nr.-/jt}.« «-.'.̂ ag«.-d in the in •'.-tigati/jp “ of ihc ],heno.>/j"ria .•.” hoct the ah: or w  <:!.<& or' ;..'of.*.-ional 
med and the patfar part of n w >  m rib r u ■ itto-e   ;
- .  Thene re p -..1 o  -. . each o tber, M W tm b o d j t l  i following ynoptsi . n a  o b ta in ed :— *

r  a n e d  e  ae te r, app  a a :
room—th e  vibrations accom panyi ' th e  touch— occur w i th e  *
produced by ;-/• ]ar action or mee] unica! contr ; var.ce.

i l .  Mo of heavy bofii»---. ta.-re jJaee -.ithoot ’oeervv.iovi eo; A r.'.-ar.ee of a;.y ki.'.d. or a- •• r.t e
muscular force by the per-ons present; and free - ■ j.' iy ■/, ;t:.o t eorA.act or connection jth any oer-A,;..

HI. Then nt» ofterx occur at the times and in the- manner asked forbjr penona preaent, ai.
mean- of a -imyie code of .signals answer c •• . and -pell-o >? coherent cornm<mications.

During the coarse of a Jon  ̂ series of sittings the Ch.;....Atco o - .  :c e.. v.-necA. ary ;;.ent-. n. n r.. ...c.--. : • on
the following persons :—

Mm £:r.’r,n li:i. yy.
Mr. II. D. Jerick' n.
Jfr-. v.-of^l.
The Hen. Mr.-.------.
Mr. 'it M. Sh-nkj
Mr. L' .•••:.,• e L. Hkonchard.
Mr. •/. M. .Spear.
Mr. J5. C'j.'c.-i.n'..

.Mr. Deo.a;-' LA .'h i..
M r. Jo h n  Jo.oe-.
Mr. Mr-., itv /.c . oh a. 
In..-a J l v . / . A  
Mi.. Jones.
.' I -A A r:
Mr. T. Shen-att.
Miss H o’sghton.

.' A. o'. i . y.
Mr. 'I. f boftec.
Mr. M. A;, re.
M r .  L  o r . I n
Mr. H- '  kiey.
M r. H. D. H orne.
Mr-. Cox.
S .'ro o r  D o.oo.r.n

Mr. O Arrer.
Dorl Inn' . •

!) A .
M. h .. • a ier.

M r. I’erc ivaL  
A. H . A :
. ' A . n o

The atab.-rnents of these witnesses are given at length, embracing afl accurate description, amplified by cross-
examination, o f  som e o f the  m o st rem arkab le  phei om eoa iriti - . Thm  .............
be thus sum m arised ;—

1. T hirteen  sta te  th a t  th ey  have v ho j "s m en— rise  slowlv in  th e  . and
remain there for some tim e w ithout visible or tang ib le  s ...pm-..

2. Jro u rb ^ n  w itnesses tes tify  to  having seen hands o r :ho a . . .  a. ap p e rta in in g  to  a n v  h um an  being, b u t life-like
m  appearance an d  m obility, which they  have .....
were not the  re su lt o f  im postu re  o r illusion.

3. f iv e  w itnesses s ta te  th a t  th ey  have been to  ehed hy ri ble agency on  various p a r ts  o f th e  body, and
often, when requested , w hen th e  h ands o f  all p re sen t w ere visible.

■ w itnesses declare th a t  th ey  have b ... ho., xieces w ell played up<jn in s tru m en t- not . . . a .
hy any visible agency.

. " Wltneeeee e ta te  th a t  th e y  red-hot coal app lh  , h . or head -. • -ra l perso n s w ithou t
pro'lucing pain or scorching.

h . ' a at e t l  a t  th e y  have received  p recu  e  infoi m ation  t l  rough rap p in g s, w ritings, and  in  o th er ways,
• --1' • racy o f which was unknow n a t  tl o ti  ne to  i -a . a . or to  a y  p n  ... i p i  -.a. . . .  .. h, i a  . er.t

inquiry, was found to  be correct.
7. T hree w itnesses s ta te  th a t  th ey  have (Met p i  t  w hen .’ . h / h  i .  -• h. a ■ h.. . .

no so short a  tim e, and  Aider so eh cond itions as to  ren d er lo r .; . : .  ;.g' ;.--y impo -ilJe.
8. Six w itnesses declare th a t th ey  have r e c e iv e d  inform ation  o f fut re • c-nt ■, and  th a t in

m inute of th e ir occurrence have been accurat'-lv  foretold oav-. : ' • b  for •.
The work also con tains com m unications, le tte rs , and  - h . —

Mr. J. Edmunds, M.H., M.ii.C.8. 
Mr. A. J-.. Wallace, iA/.A.
Mr. Henry Jed)cry.
Mr. D.’i.-'o'j Deary.
Mr. .Serie&nf. Cox.
Mr. H. D. A /.ho on, l-’.D.S.
I'roie .or J-'u/i oy.
Mr. Oeerge- IL  D;wAo

Mr. \V. M. W ;i>Ar. on. 
Dr. Davey.
Mr. Shorter, 
i/r. Darth Wilkinson. 
M r. W jp'iar/j i lo w ii t .  
I//rd  Lylton.
I/r. J. Dixon.
M r .  N e v .- t .o x )  C r v h . r p ' .

' Ao i: . ' ‘ ,oi he: o
J r . ? . ' . .  ’ o.'
Dr. < i a:!< Kidd.
o r .  Jo  o  A.
Mr. l.o v. A. Arnold.
Mr. J. Hawl
Mr. .1. - '-o o.oh c.

. . ... < / ter.
Mr. T . A. 'J ro lio je .

" (.. j'V . AO.
M. D- o.o i o. ••.
.'I .?- ■' L ■ .

C ’ 1 •■ A
. J. Calj.iik' A. e, .r:en. 
Mrs. Cruppy, <M'o, k c .,& c .

The Work • . altogether, an uy/ir<rj»iii/a <,j thy ./, .y t. tint ■■ tur t ■ phenomena o • ■ < <• . • . .
im  !at<(L m //,;. cown/ry. H  w y /d  to he in eo-rij jtM ie  (iOrary in t - /)/■'••• 7-' ’ j ’h«t jm/y o < < o' •• d <
I"’/ : on tin: 'i/nd't. 'u/n?. dat'd aloe:.

LONDON: J. BURNS, PROGRESSIVE LIBRARY, 15 SO J ; a AI/lPTON ROW, W .C.
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I I O B E I I T  I I A R P K R  is p rep ared  to  L E C T U R E  e x to m p o -  
ranoouslv on t.ho followingSuhjoots, adapiodfco popu lar autlionco8 :— 

1. Spiritim li-m  as tho I ’uivorAul Seionoo.
2. Spiritualism as tho Scionco of tho Soul.
B, Spiritualism tho Soiont.itio Religion.
•I. Inspiration -What, is it?
5. Tho Locality and Substantiality of tho Spirit-World.
(». Materialism to Spiritualism ; or, I low I learnt that Mon do not, Dio. 

Tor Terms, apply to K. IIakit.k, Soho Hill, Birmingham.

WANTED, a Situation ns 1 lOUSKIvKEPKll to a Singlo 
(.ientlonmn or Widower (whoro a Servant, is kept), by a Lady, a^od 

Twontv-oight, thoroughly doinostioatod and fond of children. First- 
class references. -Apply, by let ter only, A. B. C 15, Southampton Row, 
London, W .(\

PADDINGTON HALL OF PROGRESS, 90, Old Church
JL Street, Kdgwaro Road. On Sunday next, a TKA-TAKTY and
SOCI AL TNTTKTAINMKNT. Tea at -1.1*5 p.m., precisely. Tickets, 
single. Is.; double. Is. 0d. Admission after Tea, 2d.

i N E N E

DARLOW’S NEWLY-IMPROVEl> PATENT 
M A O N E T I C S K E I I A S  M A A P P I. I A N C E S ,

For Spinal and Rival* Complaints, Nervous, Kroncliial, and Rheumatic 
Affections, and tho Prevention of Sea-Sickness, Small pox, Cholera, and 
Fever.

HARROW AND CO., INVENTORS AND PATENTEES,
(ill, Mouth Woolwich Road, London, E. 

Temporary City Depot—20, Farringdon Street, E.C. 
Illustrated Pamphlets post-free.

M U. 0 0 0  MAN, E le c t r o - M a g n e t i c  H e a l e r ,  will see 
PATIENTS, from Ten till Two o’clock daily, at his residence, 

15, St. Peter’s Road, Mile End Road. Persons visited a t their own 
residences. Sunday Evening SEANCES a t Seven o’clock; contribution 
voluntary. DEVELOPING CIRCLE on Monday Evenings, at Eight 
o’clock ; 4s. per month, paid in advance. Reasons given in Psychological 
Science, One Guinea.

r r H E “ SI l  E V FI  F L U 1 i. A I) I (1A I a  Weekly Newspaper 
1  devoted to the interests of tho Working Classes. Single copy, by 
post, l.Jil.--Publishing Office, (>S, Orchard, Sheffield.

fpH E  “ INTERNATIONAL HERALD,” The People’s Pager,
JL advocating “ Liberty in Right—Equality in Law—Fraternity in 
Interest.” Weekly, One Penny.—London: 7, Rod Lion Court, Fleot 
Street, E.C.

SEANCES IN LONDON DURING THE WEEK.
F riday, J anuary 10, South London Association of Progressive Spiritualists, 24, 

Lower Stamford Street, Blaoktriars, at 7 p.m. Visitors to write to F. M . 
Taylor, care of Mr. Weeks, as above.

Bund  AY, J anuary  12, at Mr. Cogtnun’s, 15, St. Peter’s Road, Milo End Road, 
at 7 o'clock.

Monday. J anuary IB, Developing Circle, at Mr. Cogman’s, 15, St. Peter’s Road, 
Mile End Road, at 8 o’clock.
Ball’s Pond Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, 103, Ball’s Pond 
Road, Islington. Admission Free. Commence at 8 o’clock.

Tuesday, J anuary 14, Seance at Mrs. Main’s, 821, Bethnal Green Road, at 9. 
Admission Free.

W e d n esd a y , J anuary  15, Seance at Mr. Wallace’s, 105, Islip Street, Kentish 
Town.

T hursday, J anuary  16, Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism. 
Seance nt their rooms, 74, Navarino Rtxid, Dalston, E .,a t 8 p.m. P a r 
ticulars as to admission of visitors on application to the Secretary.
St. John’s Association of Spiritualists, 7, Corporation Row, ClerkenweU. 
Lecture by Mr. Cotter on “ Matter and Spirit : their relations to Human 
Existence.” To commence at 8.30 p.m. Free.

SEANCES IN  THE PROVINCES DURING THE WE EK.
Sunday, J anuary 12, Keighley, 10.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. Messrs. Sliackleton 

and Wright, Trance-Mediums. Children’s Progressive Lyceum at o 
a.m. and 2 p.m.
Sower by Br id g e , at Mr. W. Robinson’s, Causeway Head, Children’s 
Lyceum, 10 a.m. and 2 p.in. Public Meeting, 6.30 p.m. Trance-Medium, 
Air. Wood.
Brkarlky, Public Meetings, 10.30 a.m„ 2.30 and 6.30 p.m. Trance 
Medium, Mr. Illingworth.
B ow lin g , Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m. Hall Lane, 2 
and 6 p.m.
Bo w lin g , in Hartley’s Yard, near Railway Station, Wakefield Road, at 
2.30 and 6 o’clock.
M a n chester , Union Chambers, 15, Dickenson St., Mount St., at 2.30. 
Cowms, at George Holdroyd’s, nt 6 p.m.
H agg’s L ane E nd . 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Trance-Mediums, Mrs. N. Wilde 
and Airs. R. Hudson.
G a w t h o r p e , Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m. Mrs. S. A. 
Swift and J. Kitson, Mediums.
Morley, Air. G. Butterfield’s, New Scarboro’, Mrs. J . A. Butterfield, 
medium, at 6.30.
H a l ifa x , at the Stannary, 2.30 and 6.30. Air. Blackburn and Mr. Wood, 
Trance-Mediums.
N o t tin g h a m , at Air. Gilpin’s Rooms, Long Row. Children’s Lyceum 
nt 9.45 a.m. and 2 p.m. Public meeting at 6.30 p.in.
Ossktt Common, Wakefield, at Air. John Crane’s, at 2 and 6, p.m . 
Healing and Trance-speaking Medium, Air. John Crane.
B ish o p  Auckland , at Mr. Fawcett’s, Waldron Street, at 6 o’clock. Notice 
is required from strangers.
N ew castle-ox-T yxe, at Freemasons’ Old Hall, Bell’s Court, Newgate 
Street, at 8 p.m.
G lasgow  Association of Spiritualists. Public Meeting at 6.30 p.m.. 
at 164, Trongate.
B ir m in g h a m , at Air. Down’s. 12, Aston Road. Trance and Test at 
7 o’clock. Also on Tuesday and Thursday Evenings, at 8 o’clock. 
L iv er po o l . Public Areetings at the Islington Assembly Rooms, at 2.30 
and 7 p.m. Trance-mediums from all parts of England, *S:c.

Monday, J anuary 13, Hull, 42, New King Street, at 7.30.
T uesday , J anuary  M, K e ig h l e y , at 7.30 p.m., at the Lyceum. Trance- 

Mediums, Mrs. Lucas and Messrs. Wright and Sliackleton.
G a w t h o r p e , at Mr. J .  Mercer’s, at 7.30 p.m. Medium, Miss A. Mercer. 
S owerby  B r id g e , at Mr. W. Robinson’s, Causeway Head, 8 p.m. 

W ednesday , J anuary  15, B o w lin g ,  Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 8 p.m.
H agg’s L ane E nd. at 7.30 p.m. Trance-Mediums, Airs. N. Wilde and 
Mrs. It. Hudson.
M o rley , Air. G, Butterfield’s, New Scarboro’, at 7.30.
Ossktt Common, at Mr. John Crane’s, at 7-30. Healing and Trance- 
medium, Air. John Crane.
Glasgow Association of Spiritualists. Weekly Conference, at 8 p.m., 
at 164, Trongate. Circle-room open to members and inquirers, at 8 p.m. 
on other evenings.

*HVRflDAY, J anuary  16, Bowling, Hall Lane, 7.30 p.in,
Gawthorpe, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, a Developing Circle, at 7.30. 
West Hartlepool, Seance at Mr. Hull’s, Adelaide Street.
Bishop A uck la n d , at Air. Fawcett’s, Waldron Street, at 8 o’clock. Notice 
is required from strangers.
Nrwoas i l k - on -Tyne. Old Freemasons* Hall, Bells Court, Newgate 
Street. Seance at 7.30.

’rm nv Jan u ary  17 L iverpool, Weekly^Conference, at.Mrs. Doha’s. Cuto- 
Vtonitt an,I lVmperui.ro Hotel, 0, Stafford Street, at 8 i>.m.

SENIER’S ASTHMA REMEDY NEVER FAILS.
SOLD wholesale by Newbery and Sons, 37, Newgate Street, 

London ; and Raimes, Hlanshnrds, and Co., Leith Walk, Edinburgh. 
General Agent for Great Britain, M. J. Sutherland, Burnley, Lancashire, 
who on receipt of 2s. 9d. will send a box prepaid. .Solo proprietor 
Alfred Senier, Pharmacist, Mazomanie, Wis., United States.

PSYCHOPATHIC INSTITUTION, for the Cure of Diseases,
254, Marylebone R oad. JOSEPH ASHMAN, Principal.

•yESSRS. HERNE and WILLIAMS, S p ir it-M e d iu m s , bog 
LV1 to inform investigators tha t they are at homo daily to give 
PRIVATE SEANCES from 12 o’clock noon till 5 p.m. They are also 
open to receive engagements for Private Seances in the Evening, 
either a t home or at the residence of investigators. —Address, 61, Lamb’s 
Conduit Street, Foundling, W.C.

MRS. JENNIE HOLMES’S (late of New Orleans, La., U.S.A.)
SEANCES, for Musical, Physical, Trance, Inspirational, and 

Materialisation Manifestations, will be held every Monday, T uesday, 
Wednesday, and T hursday Evenings, at hor reception rooms, No. 16, Old 
Quebec Street (two doors from Oxford Street), Marble Arch, W., at 
Eight o’clock; donation, 5s. Private Sittings, for Business and Medical Con j 
sultations, from One to Four o’clock p.m. same days ; fee, One Guinea. 
Strangers, investigators, and non-believers especially, are invited to 
attend, to “ Prove all things and hold fast to that which is good.” 
—Her powers as a Medium have been the subject of wonder and 
comment throughout the United States, Canada, and Central America. 
Her endorsements are from some of the most prominent gentlemen of 
the States.

MRS. JULIA B. DICKINSON (from  th e  United States), 
C la irv o y a n t  P h y s ic ian  a n d  M agnetic  H e a le r ,  invites all who 

are Sick to test her marvellous powers of Diagnosis and Curing 
Disease. All forms of human ailment undertaken, and everything 
curable cured. Psychometric Delineations of Character given, and the 
spirit-friends of visitors seen and described. Terms reasonable. Con
sultations free. Business hours, 9 till 6.—Address, 101, Southampton 
Bow, London, W.C.

LA LIONNE, L.D., T k a n c e , P h y s i c a l ,  &c., M edium , bolds 
Bi-weekly SEANCES at 16, M ount S t r e e t ,  New Koad, E. Sunday, 

at 6.30 p.m .; Wednesday, at 8 p.m. Admission, Is. Circles attended 
by appointment.

MISS HUDSON, N o rm a l ,  C l a i r v o y a n t ,  a n d  P r o p h e t i c  
Medium, RECEIVES Visitors daily (Sundays excepted), from 

Twelve till Six o’clock, at her residence, 17, Castle Street, Wells Street, 
Oxford Stroot. Terms, Five Shillings each Visitor. Questions answered 
by Letter; terms, One Guinea.

MRS. OLIVE, T r a n c e  M ed ium  for Test Communications 
from Spirit Relatives and Friends; also for tho Cure of various 

Diseases by Spirit-Magnetism and Prescriptions.—49, Belmont Street, 
Chalk Farm Road, London, N.W.

MADAME LOUISE (from  New Y ork), M e d ic a l ,  C l a i r 
vo y an t, and H e a lin g  Medium (holds a Diploma from the New 

York Medical College and Women’s Hospital), ATTENDS PATIENTS 
and GIVES SEANCES at tho Residences of Patients, or at her Recep
tion Rooms, 33, Percy Street, Tottenham Court Road.

M ISS  G O D FR EY , C u r a t i v e  M e s m e r is t  a n d  R u b b e r .
Clairvoyant Examination and complete Diagnosis, 21s.; Mes

merising and Rubbing, One Guinea per Week and Travelling Expenses. 
—Miss Godfrey may be seen bv appointment at 161, Hampstead 
Road, N.W.

MRS. AYRES, Q u a l if ie d  M id w ip e , H e a l in g  a n d  M a g 
netising Medium , 16, Mount Street, New Road, E.

MRS. M A R S H A L L , P r o p h e t ic a l  and  C l a ir v o y a n t  
Medium, RECEIVES at her residence, 29, Shirland Road, Maida 

Hill, IV.—Private Seances, 10s. and 5s. each.

MRS. WALLACE. H e a l in g  M edium , 105, Islip Street, 
Kentish Town, ATTENDS PATIENTS, either at her own house or 

at their residences.

TAMES V. MANSFIELD, Test-Medium, Answers Sealed 
l l  Letters, at 361, Sixth Avenue, Now York, U.S.A. Terms, One 
Guinea. Letters may bo left w ith J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, 

| with 6d. for postage.
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