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THE “TIMES” AND SPIRITUALISM.

TeE Times having at last, and at great length, spoken out on Spiritualism, we have this week departed somewhat from our usual
course in order that investigators, as well as Spiritualists, may have before them a clear resumé of the manner and mode of eriticism
adopted by the Press towards this great subject, from which it will be distinctly seen that the Times is neither better nor worse than
many of its contemporaries; but, like them, resorts to the usual artifices of suppression, distortion, and begging-of-question, to the

misguidance and insult of the general reader.

the Dialectical Society's Committee’s Report ““ to be nothing more than a farrago of impotent conelusions:
of its own reporter, adopts precisely similar conclusions, arrived at through precisely similar facts, and puts these forward as
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induce the scientist to take up the subject! Thus the public is asked, two years after the event, to aceept as truth and wisdom from an

wnknown reporter what, in the same breath, it is urged to reject as foolishness, although endorsed by the names and exsrtions of th
two well-known gentlemen, chosen as investigators because of their intellizence, status, and educational ability to cope with suc
subject, to say nothing of the fact that the Times reporter relies for his evidence upon the services of professional mediums, &
of persons held up by him as mercenary and to be despised; whereas the Dialectical Committee spoke
themselves, and without any such aid—facts which the Times most diligently suppresses.

We will not, however, anticipate, but simply urge upon investigators a careful study of this artic
(2= a general answer to the newspapers) entitled “ The Press versus Spiritualism,” and we further urge a com
with the Dialectical Report. For ourselves we will not, in dealing with the T¥mes, zo beyond a plain reassertion of
phenomena of Spiritualism, as we hold their recognition, whether adversely or otherwiss, as a
important to overlook, and necessarily preliminary to a consideration of the question in its higher phases.

SPIRITUALISM AND SCIENCE.
(Reprinted from the Tixes of December 26th, 1372.)

It is now nearly twenty years sinea the late Professor Faraday made
public the result of his investigations into the then fashionsble mania
of tabl?-turnmg. With apparent conclusiveness, he proved that the
mysterious movements which were at that time the new nine-dayvs'
wonder of the world arose from unconscious museular action; but, such
is the tenacity of a belief once received into the mind. this solution
of the psendo-marvel seems to bave satisfied few but those who were
prepared to accept it by previous disbelief. Spiritualism and its
adherents never heeded it; they went on their way rejoicing, and rose
day by day on stepping-stones of their former selves to mysteries
wonderful and still more wonderful. Our Australian Correspondence
of this morning shows that the Spiritualist epidemic has reached the
Antipodes, und that it has already attained the dignity there of having
its own Press, and, still more, its own schismatics and seetarians. Tha:
in 8 generation which beasts itself to be one of exact sciencs and pliin
matter-of-fact a belief should have been so long-lived, and should hare
grown even to such proportions that Mr. William Howitt, one of its
chief fanatics, can number its adherents at “twenty millions,” and that
it should bave attained to such an age and vitality without its falsity
baving been demonstrated to the satisfaction of all but the very
ignorant, is strange indeed. It is evident either that the subject is
surrounded by unusual difficulties, or that in this matter our seicntitie

men have signally fuiled to do their duty by the public, which looks
to them for its facts. It may be

We believe the latter to be the case.

mid, and is said by some, that Spiritualism was long ago investi tod
‘.N'lpfoved to bz & mass of imrusmre and delusion : ‘Tn' 48 2 mar
of fact, this is not so, for there has never been undertaken an inquiry
“@hﬂt impartial, authoritative, and thorough nature which alone ean
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give themselves up to such matters as the deseent of men
monkeys or the fertilisation of the world by means of mossy
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falling through space, have forgotten that, however abs 2
phenomena and parapbernalia of Spiritualism may be, the and
settling of the whole matter, once and for all, would be a pn ieal
benefit, for which the age would thank them at I as much as it

half of

thanks them for recondite theories and abstract speculstions, I
which are only laid up in print for the next genaration to ridicule.
Some time ago there was a transient promise of better things. A
society calling iteelf by the high-sounding name of the “ London
Dialestical Society " had resolved to make a thorough investigation o1
* the phenomena alleged to be spiri
therson.” A committee had been nominat
who were interested in the subject had been invited to co-ope
many people were simple enough to hope that
jarzon which had for the last twenty years been g
under the name of Spiritualism would now be stri
facts might underlie them. This hope was reasor e
utterly crushed when, in due process of time, the * Rey
tualism by a Committes of the Dialecticnl Society ™ made its ay ;
with Messrs. Longmans' nmme on the title-page, and turned out to &¢
nothing more than a farrago of impotent conclusions, -:\rr_\is!:ni by &
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mass of the most monstrous rubbish it has ever been our misforiut -
sit in judgment upon. The Report filled al her some bundred
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number of persons in every grade of sociely and over the whole live & crossing-sweeper,” ho said, “than die and be made 1o talk

civilised world who are more or less influenced by a belief in their | twaddle by o medivm, hived ol o

supernatural ovigin, and to the fact that no philosaphical explanation
of them has yet boen arvived at, deem it incumbent upon them to stato
their convietion that the subjeet is worthy of more serious attention and
careful investigation than it has hitherto received.”

Despito its portentons proamble, this judgment loft the matler
oxactly whera it was hofore, and surely it did not need eighteon months
of eonsideration (o convinee us that Spiritualism, or any other disputed
matter, was worthy of *serions attention’ and *eareful investigntion !

Though this solemn and protracted inquiry eame Lo nothing after all,
the printed Repori of the Committee contains such a eurions mass of
*evidence ™ that some extracts from its pages may seeve better than
anything else to give our non-spivitualistic readers some iden of the
marvellous proporiions to which the faith, which at firsh was a mere
turning of fables, has swollen in these lattor days.

As good a witness as any to take ficst in order is Mr. Jencken, bar-
vister-at-law, M_R.1. He tells us bow he has known the air of his own
drawing-room heavily Inden with tables ** clear overbend,” with a * semi-

grand,” and with an nceordion *suspended in space for 10 or 20,

minutes, and played by an invisible agency.” ©These I hold"—he
actually adds— may beé conceded as established facts.” Many aro the
wonderful tales of Mr. Home’s “elongations,” of his holding a five in
hand, possibly by thinking of the frosty Caucasus. Ladics have borne on
their heads red-hot metal bells and have not been burnt, and Lord Adare,
nosw 12arl of Dusiraven, has taken into his palm a burning live coal with
like impunity, The Hon. Mrs, testifies to having seen a deceased
relative *about eight feet high™ pass * right through the Master of
Lindsay, causing lim to shiver with cold.” Mr. Simkiss, however, has
not been so fortunate, for, says he,

“ 1 have tried in a variety of ways to see, hear, or feel spirits myself,
by sitting frequently in circles as passively as ({mssil?lc, by submitting
myself to repealed mesmerie manipulations, and by sitting alone in the
dead of night for many hours in a room that was used for some years
exelusively for the purpose of spivits and mediums, and might be con-
sidered to be thoroughly permeated with spivitual magnetism—but all
with no apparent effect.” :

Poor Mr. Simkiss! we pity him from the boltom of ourheart. Should
he be still in the flesh when we bave left i, and should we find ourselves
doomed to danes attendunce on what the advertisements of their maga-
zines call * epiritual cireles,” he may depend upon our making anatlempt
to take his hand under the table. What must make the armour of Mr.
Simkiss’ spivitual impregnability doubly a burden to him is that “ for
the past three years my wile has been a medium, and has been very
frequently possess=d by the spirit of a Secotchman, who invariably spoke
broad Scotel through ber.” Then there is Mr. Jones, who has seen a
large loo table tremble like a leal, and rise as high as the ceiling, “and
that in the presence of six or seven Jeading individuals in London,
whose names, if mentioned, would command universal respect.” A
little further on we stumble upon the “ leading individuals” themselves,
in the person of Mr. Cromwell Varley and Mrs. Milner Gibson. The
latter, at a scance under the auspices of Mr. Home, wore a white
stomacher, “ which suddenly became inflated by,” as she =aid, “ her
spirit-child,” and this in the light of five gas burners. As for Mr.
Varley, the epirvits have been at his side in sickness and in law; they
bave taught him how to cure uleers, and warned him of a Chancery suit
with the Atlantic Telegraph Company. But they bave been in still
closer communion with Mr. Hockley for the last 45 years. Mi. Hockley
“ once knew a ssercss who weighed 1Y stone;” he knew another who
was “an admirable sceress, and obtained some splendid answers by
means of crystals.” He himself has not been so fortunate, for, thoug
he has bad & erystal for 47 years, lie has never seen anything init. But
he had no need, for the *admirable” lady bad only to look into her
crystal and ** speak it all off like reading a book,” and he keeps carefully
under lock and ky 300 volumes, containing upwards of 12,000 answers,
and le also bas ** nearly 1,000 volumes on vecult sciences "—we wish he
would call them arts.

My, Howe himself attended at one of the meetings, and gave evidence
as to his “ levitations " and * elongations,” relating, among other marvels,
the generally-known story of a seance at the Tuileries. He tells us of
a lady who was in the habit of seeing “ hieads in her lap at night. They
were quite luminous; there was quitea glow about them.” The Master
of Lindsay, now Lord Lindsay, aud well known for his various scientifie
knowledge and researches, deposes to having s2en Mr. Home, elongated
11 inches, floating round a room in an armebair, * pushing the pictures
out of their places us he passed along the walls” of a roomn at M.
Milner Gibsou's honse. Lord Lindsay also testifies to Mr. Home having
floated out of & window in Vietoria Street 85 feet from the ground, and
in at another on the same story. He has seen Me. Home 1o full light
stunding in the air 17 inches from the ground, and he has ulso seen,
when suffering from over-study, the speetre of 2 black dog. Presently
we have another ¢ leading individual” in the person of Mr. Hain
Friswell, the author of The Gentle Life, who, in rather dubious pbrase,
begins bis depositions by deseribing himsell as a #loose hanger-on of
the Chureh of England.,” He is, he tells us, inclined to aceount for the
manifestations by the Satenic theory, for he has repeatedly stopped them
by an adjuration in which be always used the name of the Lrinity. He
believes in dinbulical possession; has ssen people fonming at the mouth
and prophesying round Mrs, Marshall's table, and felt that it was what
the Apostles might have seen and Tertulliun line deseribed.  Mr. Huin
Friswell is evidently a * loose hanger-on” of Spiritualism as well as of
the Churelt of England. We msy note that, aceording to a letter sent
to a newspaper, the fouming at the mouth at 3rs. Marzhall's was not
that * disbolieal possession” which Mr. Friswell believes in, but the
diversion of a party of actors out for a practieal joke.

In addition to this overwhelming mass of very overwhelming
evidence, the Dialectical Commitiee printed in thelr Report many
pages of corpespondence and some portentous “cum-.lmnicz.\_lions" from

persons not members of their body. They had several eivil refusals
from eminent men asked to sérve on tlie inguiry, and some suggestions
from others. Professor Huxley wrote a note, in which he declared
that the only good of a demonstration of the truth of Spiritualiem

would be to furnish an additional argument sgainst suicide. “ Better

inew v seaneo,”  Me, G, 11, Lowey

vo golden advieo when he said, @ Distinguish botween facts and
inforences from facts” N, Willinm Howitt aslied whether the Dislee-
tieul Socicty, after laving determined the teath of Spivituslisnn which
had *now vaceived the asgent of about twerty millions of prople in all
connbries,” would procecd 1o inyestigate the correctiess of the theory
of the Coperniean system, of gravitation, or of thy civeulation of the
blood ; for Bpicitunlism, he eonsiderod, “stood faiely on the sme hasiy
of fuet.”  Loed Liytton sent an extremely judicions {ulh-r, Lut betrayed
his sympathios by quoting Albectus Magnos.  He s ovidontly a* longe
hanger-on ™ of Bpareitunism, but for sl that wrote witly shirewd and
nober senge, giving goold advies to the commities, warning it nov to
Jump to eonclusions, and vemarking the trivishity and juanivy of the
Umessages,  Meo G I Lewes, inoa weeond fetler, full of sound
maxime, cantioned the commitiee not to confonnd “the cange we do
not know with an unknown cause; ™ and Professor Iy adall was willing
to ** pay due respeet to the invitations of coch men s Mr. Wallaee or
Mr. Crookies, and 1o witness whalover new phenomens they wore in a
position to show him.”  Dr. Carpeater enclosed the committes an
abstracl of an article on ** Unconscious Cerebration,” which he con-
tributed long ago to the Quarterly Meview. So that sliogether there was
no lnek of goad adyice.

If not guite so lively as the oral evidence, the  communications from
persons not members ot the commitice’ wore very remarkable, In
fifty pages of cloge print Miss Anna Blackwell expotnded ber theories,
which, as she informs us, “are of the school of spiritist philosophy
founded by the late Allan Kardee." When we suy that the Deity ia
called ¢ Casval Being,” that there is a great deal about *the Primor-
dial Fluid,” that we are confidently promised a future life in the planet
Jupiter, where our * putrescible flesh” will be changed into “a light
and beautiful corporeal envelope,” formed by a “ non-gexual magnetic
action,” whatever that may be, we have given a yery faiok iden of
production {rom the perusal of which no one ean rise without a
deliberate and ineradicable convietion that cither Le or the author iz
stark and staring mad. MMiss Anna Dlackwell sets her Spirvitualistic
experience side by side with her philosophic convictions, She has
received *a violent blow on the head from an unseen agent ;" she tells
us how the face of Charles Dickens lately smiled upon Mrs, M. G,
“whose initinls will be recognised by wmany,” oul of the tortoiseshell
handle of her new parasol, and how she has soen in her own dressing
room,—* Standing in the air like the saints and angels in old pictures,
a group of eightecn or twenty handsome young men, in white tunics, with
red beltsand busking, and eurious red hats, with * eream-bow!l’ erowns and
very broad brims, embroidered with gold and set on go elantingly that
the thin line of gold on the edge of the brims produced ronnd each head
something like the effect of & nimous. The right hand of ench grisped
a stout crool, taller than himself, and resting on the ground. They
looked as though they had halted on amarch, and the eyes of all were
fixed upor: me with a grave, earunest, and rather {riendly gaze.”

The Countess de Pomar, now Countess of Calthness, followe Miss
Anna Blackwell with a Tengthy letter,

“— g fine saimple, on the whole,
Of rhetorie, which the L-urm-l eall rigumarile,”
and this part of the book is brought to & close by some circumstantial
and wonderful accounts of seances with Mr. Home. Among these are
two separate narratives of the same seance, one of them signed by Mrs,
Honerwood and Lord Lindsay, the other given by the Hon. Mrs. :
Between these two accounts there is no serious diserepancy, and they
testily to the severest “ five tests ¥ endured by Mr. Home.

Such was the Report on Spiritualism, and our readers will probably
agree that, if it proves nothing else, it proves that it is high time com-
petent hands undertook the unravelling of this Gordian knot, It must
be fairly and patiently unravelled, and not cut through. Uhe slash of an
Alexandrian blade bas been tried often enough, and bas never sufficed.
Scientific men forget that in the matter of Spivitualism they must maks
themselves fools that they may become wise. They must conform to the
conditions imposed : even in conjuring one has to do as much as this,
They must meet the * medivms ™ on their own ground, and, if poszible,
cut that ground from under their feet, To take an extreme case. Spiri-
tualiets assert that certain phenomena are only manifested in a half
light, or in the dark; scientific men refuse to meet them under the
conditions, and what is the result? Causes are not ascertained, delusior
are not exposed, impositions are not detected, and the company of fools
are confirmed in their belief. Surely a seientific man is & mateh for a
edium, even in the dayk; and surely the one can bring his scienee to
bear wherever the other can bring bis * mediumship,” whatever that
may be! ‘We will suppose that the man of seience consents to sitata
dark seance, und that something happens which he cannot explain,
What then? He is not compromised or converted, and, without
being in the lesst so, may goagain and sgain, and it will be strange if
by dint of precautions snd expedients he cannot sift the whole matter
in a very few sittings. It is owing to the stiffness of scientific men, and
their refussl to meet the Spiritualists on their own ground, that this
matter has not been settled long ago.

If anything more were needed to show the necessity for timel
inquiry intothis apparently ridiculous, but really very serious subjeet,
the accounts given by such men as Lord Lytton and Dr. Edmunds of the
lamentable consequences of following siter Spirituslissn. Lord Lytion
tells ue, and we can readily believe him, of devotees Lo Spiritualista
duped into disgrace and ruin through aeting upon & beliel that they ure
bearing predictions and receiving counsels from beings wiser thay therg-
selves; and Dr, Edmunds quotes seversl cases of lunacy and paralyeis
oceurring in his experience, within a few months, in persons in the habit
of attending dark seances, o]

A volume now lying before us may serve to show }_:ow this. folly is
spread throughout society. It was lent to us by a distinguished Spiri-
tunlist, under the solemn promise that we should not divulge s single
name of those concerned. It consists of sbout 130 pages of reports of
seances, and was privately printed by s noble Earl, who hns lately passed
beyond the House of Lords, beyond, also, we trust, the spirit-peopl
chairs and tables which in his life-time he loved, not wisely, but too
well. In this book things more marvellovs than any we have st down
are cireumstantially related, in a natural way, just as though they wers
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ordinary, evory-day watters of faet,  Weo shall nob fabigns the vador by |+

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

]

: ! wny wo obtained goveral remnyknble augsers, bul o ench onse the answar
quoting any ol the acoounts wiven, and, no doubt, he will fake oe worl | v

when wo say that they vage throngh every speeivs of “ munifostation,”
from ]\l'l.\\tll('s.\'l|l',:!‘ downwarda, What we move pastioulnely wish (o
obsprve s, that the attestation of Bifty vespootablo witnesses i pliead

vt known Lo ouesell, and Baed bn oue miwd, and, until some othine

olubion i demonatented, wie mst ke that thie ity of e lady

i more fo do with ik than * Joho Ko™ O ceooml bl win preo-

o poned by the medinm hoesells  We wore sk o tank ol o e, to
l|.~|.‘n..- H.\u ile ln:;_v‘n. '.\ulull;: them ave o Downger Duchess and other | iy it fivmly in oue mind, 1o plioe oo wned g e uniedor G fable,
lacies of vank, & Captain in the Ganrds, & nableman, o Bavonel, s mem-

ber of Paclianent, several oflicevs of our soientific and oty corps, | o

bareister, o mevelnnt, and a doetor,  Upper and apper aadidle-eliog

soorety js popresonted in o all its grades, and by povsons who, ta jadge

by thy poutions they hold )

lhu\i.-:qt:-h of intelligenee and ability. Cortainly, it is tioe that o thorongh |

and practical investigntion eleaved this eloud out of the intelleatunl shy,
and the task neod not bi seouted by professors or other Tearnod mon, by
Royal or other learned Sosietics.

Before writing upon this subject wo thonght it oue duty to see with
our own eyes the netual development which Spiritualiom has attained
here in London,  We aceordingly attended four seancos, each dilferent
and each pomarkable inits way, The fiest was ol a private house, whepe
machinery in the furnituve or any similar deception was out of the
question.  The party was of eight persons, wo think, hat v does not
matter, and Mr. Home was the wediuvm. We sl vound o table Tor
about two hours, but nothing whatever oceuvred, oxeept that o gentles
man, who probably was susceptible Lo dranghts, declaeed that he (elt
“a cold air ™ on his hands.  The next day, al twelve o'cloek, wo visitod,
in company of afriend, the roomsof two *wmediums "™ of (mnniulum_xhlu
reputation.  We were shown into a small and rather shabby deawing-
room, divided in the usual way by folding doors. The curtaing and
blinds of the front windows, which looked on to the streel, were holl
drawn, and the window in the back room was entively darkened, the
shutter being closed over the blind, and every ray of light jealously
excluded by thiek felt nailed across, Novertheless, ax il was the middle
of the day, and the two rooms together were but small, the back room,
50 long as the folding doors remained open, was sufliciently lighted from
the front windows. We inquired ol the “mediums™ if they could
ghow us anything in daylight, and were told that al fivst such a sitting
would probably be unsuceessiul, but that after a f(ow attendances the
shienomena would doubtless manifest themselyes to us in a full light.
‘or the present, therefore, we had no choice but to sit in the back room

in the piteh dark, with the folding doors closed. The room, wo should
think, measured not more than ten feet squaro, and was in every
respect an ordinary shabby little apartment, We searched it a8
thoroughly as we could, but found nothing. We sounded and seru-
tinised the floor and walls, turned up the felt stretehed over the
shuttered window, suspiciously inspccw(' the six or seven ecmmon eane-
bottomed chairs and the small round table which were the furniture,
but all in vain ; we had only our trouble for our pains, We sat down
at the small round table in the back room, our [riend opposite to us,
and one of the *“ mediums” on our left. The other medium held open
the folding door till we had arranged our seals, standing al the inside
with the handle in his hand ; when we were ready he closed the door
and took his place. We were now in total darkness, with the exception
of the least chink of light which found its way under the folding door,
We took hold of one hand of each medium, mu{ al the saine time pressed
a foot and knee firmly against the foot and knee on each side of us.
Our friend sat in precisely the same manner, and thus the * mediums
were kept in complete custody. A box of matches was on the luble.
We sat as still as a mouse, listening for the least sound. Presently we
felt something hard pressing gently against the back of our head.
Saying nothing, we leaned our head backwards, when the substance |
seemed to yield, and slid softly over our hair. We mude a sudden ‘
grasp at it with our left hand, still holding fast the right hand of the
mediam, when there was a sound of something fallmg heavily on the
table. Our friend instantly struck a mateh, and lo! one of the cane-
bottamed chairs, which when we sat down were arvanged round the
room, was lying on the table. Throwing the match into the fireplace
we gal. some time longer, but nothing of consequence happened,  Once,
despite the warnin
would instantly l'ulf, perhups on our heads, we struck o maleh suddenly,
but discoyered nothing, We placed the chair down again by the wall
and sat on, bub nothing happened, and presently, getting tired ol sitling
in the dark elasping clammy hands, we opened the folding doors and
ended the seance. We searched and re-searched the room, but found
nothing abnormal. Lhe furniture now became quite lively—and this
in broad daylight, A chair jumped three or four yards across the
carpet, our bat fell st our feet, and numerons other phenomena
oceurred, bul, nothing so satisfactory as the chair in the dark, for then
we bad fast hold of the “mediums,” whereas now they were moving
about the room, and, somehow or other, everything seemed to oceur
just when we were not looking, and one of them was somewhere behind
us. But we must confess the chair in the dark fairly puzzled us, and
we came away, very far, indeed, from being Spiritualists, but wishing
we could spare Lime and trouble to come again and again till we had
sifted the whole matter to the bottom.

Our third geance was held in the evening at the house of a famous
professional medium. We and our friend were admitted by special
favour, for the lady in question has been left, woney, has retired from
public practice, and lives in a handsome way somewhere towards Hamp- |
stead.  We sab in the drawing-room, in agood light of gas, and searcely
hisd the medium touched the small round table than * John King," her |
well-known ramilisr, took possession of it, and caused it to play all manner
of anties. It jumped into our lap and into the air, and conducted itself in
the wildest way. But the lady’s fingers, and they were strong, were upon
it all the time, and there was also w difficulty and a delicacy in elearing
ber dress quite away from the claws of the pedestal.  We do nat for a
moment uccuse the medium of cheating, but these are facte,  What we |
wanted were decided raps ard motion absolutely without contact, and |

this we were unable to obtain, though we made several attempts,  An |
of printed letiers was now laid on the table, and we were |
1o think of aname and Lo passa pencil along the lives of letters, ‘\
thought of one, and moverd the peneil over the paper. Knowing |
ool Ui medium was upon ug, we tried our besl Lo move it with

|

|

|

y of machinery, but “John King" was too clever to bo
J hie rapped at the right letters, and gpelt out the name, In this

aied Lo men whothor * dobn Kmg " wonld woibo W tor e, Wo thgught
0 onme the medium could nol possibly koo, and syt ool

Loty Tor this wis o tel ancdised o Lost Pty Vad 35 Do g ully
withstood, wonld huve l,.-.,w-:l I'IIIII'IH‘II\I")’ the wostonce of &, """‘"K
andd the eallings they follow, ought vo be | in Spreituatiom beyond e Togerdomnin of S medim,  We L (s

punerl m-rulnhin';, wir et whate dawnward wye we eauld Wowaeda the

fndy's foet; thoy seemed  peefectly sl e seentebiag  oosed,

nid wo  pieked up the paper. Phers was some wetting on o, of
about the length of the name we thowght of, and the et ael

It lebtors ween correet,  Bub the st of  the word was ullerly
illogible, nnd two lebters were not enoughi to gob the idew o ol sut
ol our mind,  Wao now adjourned 1o the divimg eaom, o s what
“dohin King" could do i the dack, A poper tabis w1 on the
Lalles, whiteh, we were msend, 10 wns bis eammon b Lo spah Hirongh,
W asked the medmm i she swould consent to Yy ee bntds on the
table and allow,us to pliee cues upon e, Bho readily winseated,
oo few moments thero enme e or sis g, the spioton sigua for the
alphabats The lettors were quickly vin over, aod it wan soan apult out
that we wers taking all the magnetiom, and that *“dohn King" conld
do no more that evening,  Te said * Chood-night ™ (o ue in o sucemsion
ol raps, beginning loudly and gradually dying away into an nppurenl
distance.  We nlso then said “ Goodanight” Lo the medivim, anid enme
wwiy, having detected no imposture, having soen and heard much tha
wis enrious, but certainly huyving neither seen nor heaed anything to
convinee us even of the existence of a “new foree," much losw ol the
“gupernature™ of “John King,"”

Our fourth and lost seance ocenrred al w private house, Thers were ning
persons present, including Me. D, Home and Miss Fox, the well-known
American medinm,  We formally searched the room and oxmined
the furniture before we sal down ab the table, which messured 416, Hin,
by Gft. 4n. The room was ab fivst well lighted from a gas-burner ovee-
head,  On the table was an accordion, which we took to piecos and
tried, and found Lo be in évery respect an ordinary instrament ; a light
lath about two feet long, a sinll brass hand-bell, matches, paper (which
wo marked), peneils, and fwo spivit-lmnps,  We sab down, and slmost
immediately lluu(l raps appearcd to come feom the table and floor. Miss
Fox then got up and went to the door of the room, inviting us to stand
by her and to hold her hands, which we did, when lond thumps seened
to como from the panels as if done with the fist. Thesws were repeated
ab our request a desired nuwmber of times.  To give a detailed account of
everything which ocenrred would need more space than we ean now
spare.  Suffice it to say that the table was made light and heavy at
our wish, that it moved in every direction, that there were yibra-
tions of the floor and of our chairs, thal on Me. Home holding the
accordion under the table in his right hand and by the end furthest
from the keys, it played w distinet tune, Mr, Home's left hand being
on the table, and his feot go raised as to be visible, Al other hands wers
on the table. At the same tie, and under the same conditions, o
amall hand-bell was vung in different parts of the space beneath the
table, The gas was now turned out, and the two spirit-lamps lit;
these gave a fair light. The raps becans louder, and, in the usual

i method, directed us to take a leaf out of the table, This was done,

when the table appeared to float up about eight inches off the floor,
settling down aguin in a gentle swaying manner, The thin wooden
lath lying on the cloth was seen by the whole party to be in motion.
It tilted up sideways and endways, and then seemed to float backwards
and forwards. Holding our hand three inches, ss near a5 we could
guess, above the cloth, the lath rose three times; the last time it
touched our hand, and direetly afterwards the table jumped and
shook violently, and loud raps scemed to comes from all parts of it
and of the floor, The spirit-lamps were now put oul, and what

of the “ mediums” that whatever wasin- tha. nip light there was from a low fire only just ensbled us to see white

paper on the table, and each other's positions. Presently, Mr.,
Home's and Miss Fox’s hands and feet being in strict custody,
we felt the accordion pressing agsinst our knees,  We put our

| hand under the table, when the instrument appeared fo be moying

round, till its wooden base was placed between our fingers. In
that position we held it with its keys downwards; it seemed to be,
pushed up towards our haud and played o few bars. It then stopped,
und presently we felt the bell thrust between the fingers of the same
hand.  Almost immediately a flower or sprig was put into our fingers,
but as we were already holding in one hand the accordion and the bell,
the sprig was dropped. It wad picked up agair, put into our lingers,
and as we r(-cuivcl} it we felt. distinetiy the touch of a large thumb and
finger. We did not let it drop this time, and thers wos immediately a
suceession of raps of o loud and jubilant nature, They seemed (o cowme
from the table in our immediate vicinity, A mateh was now struck
and we drew our tired hand from under the table, displaging the
accordion, the bell, and the eprig.  This was the end of thy seance, for
the *spirit” would do no more. In the account of it we have omitted
several experiments about which we cannot speak decidedly, W tried
every Lest wo could think of. A subdued light, darkened as the evening
went on, was one of the condilions we were obliged to comply with, and
while the aceordion was in our hand we were desived to sib passive,
though, ag we stated, the hands and feet of the “ mediums” wore in
striet eustody. Mr. Homo scemed to wish to conceal nothing, and
gnve us every opporbunity, consislent with the above conditions, for
satiafying our scepticisin, Yet wo need hardly say that we wers
unable to satisfy it. By his request we got under the table with o
lnmp s great many Gimes, insisted always on seeing his hands and feet,
or on having them, as well as those of Miss Fox, held firnly. Asto the
Band with which My, Home held the aceordion under the table, ul! we
know is that on one of our sub-makogany expeditions with the spirit-
lamp, wo saw (hat hand quite still, snd saw the accordion moving up
and down, and playing musie. Wo heard the key-notes, but llll'!. Posi-
tion of the instrument prevented our seeing the keys movog, il they
did move. Theee was nothing during the whole evening exeept the
phienomenn themselyes 10 suggost inposture, We tried our best to
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we do oot know, The nature of
such 33 Lo force us Lo suspas
satisy ourssives of the trog

We searched Mr. Home, and | our band received s spri

. Spiriveie, e Dimona o o

& Spiritualist, and do not even | the man neture are

remember and lay to beart Mr. G. H. | imposture and legerdemain until we csn
between and infarences  causes, whatever these may be.

?

by the labours of its reporter, the Times, then, it appears, is seriously snxious that Spiritualism should be scientiScally
i . This being the case, it 'ugomewhnt & pity that it did not e itsell earlier, and without troubling itself 10 undervals

misrepresent the labours of others who bave arrived at similar convictions, When ita reviewer asserts that the protracted inquiry
of the Dialoctical Sucie(v's Committee * came 10 nothing sfter all.” snd that its * judzment left the matter exactly where it way
Before” be shows himsell either as remsrkably ignomsut or deliberately entruthfal. Is it “nothing” that a subject 0 ree
disallowed is now discassable throughout the leagth and breadth of the land > Ia it “ nothing ” that the ridicsle ent (1) is now
being received in connection with Spiritualian a:u; pnx;fh;nl_v hof :;upid::‘_v?hmd is it “nothing 7 that even the Zimes—poor olf

*_should be sble at last 5o take up the subjeet, althe only with the tongs? R . ]

Frer P y uiredu:g“rep)nonl-he cgomens allsged to be spiritual " manifestations,
ing of evidenes from el quarters, but by the still more onerous proces of
oved the existemce of many of the allezed I and thehp
igence ; and all this it sccomplished without the aid of professed
medinms, Although the Tiwes and its reviewer diligently suppress these most important experiments, are they, for all that, to be
sccounted © nothing ™% Again, the Times requires an * jmpartial ™ investigation. Is it “pothing,” we ssk, that already and uz:’u
we Bave got tiis *—vea, more ; for the investizators in question were ¥ avowadly scepticsl,” and in giving proofs of phenomena, which
as objeetive facts ther fommerly denied, proved themselves also W be zentlemen by the best of sil crizeria—their * love of truth.” despite
the consequences. And is it “ pothing © that cri;iz hostile to Sgirimaﬁsm dared not to face even a scepiical committes in suppart
of the illusion and deluson thearies, potwithstanding a most pressing invitation 7 & e

L.\l! this, asd much mops ionored by the Timey, is the outcome of this well-abused Report, which, ¥ it has not made eonverts by
the score, has &t loast started hindreds spon the road of personal investigation. Why, then, shquld the committes add 1o its involus-
tary peancer Iabours the further task of encouraging laziness in a region where =0 many msy work? It did all it was asked 10 do, sad
d3d it well: too well, izdeel. sither for pemay-s-liners or for scientists, who, even as to facts, are szain found to be far in the rear,
much more as to their expianaton. i ; -
t%::z ‘ie‘-e the Tiwwes sericasly imagise that scientists will obey the summons of sn unknown reviewsr, whoee prineipal recommends-

The Disloctical Sociaty's Committes was simply
and it met that requisition not ealy by the laborious ¢
actual and long-continued experivest, by which it eocelusively
allisnce in some miysterions but undetermdned manner with in

e
ta.

< aflsctation of judgeship over an investization, the gist of which ke bas either carclessiy overlooked o
he scientist reply, Your treatment of the labours of others is apparently = unfair, so ungentlemanty,
any ; and, further, your ability to sppreciate facts is proved by your reviewing to be 3o childiskly
1fer your own pretended investization to be either & hoax or a delusion ?

cientific help? I the phenomena are worth notice, they require 5::&)?11.3&;& from asy quartez. but
7, tention, sud the scientist will Have to acknowledge them cap in hand. The fact is, that the manife

are amenable toinvest = by every one of average intellizence; and observers, both within and without the pale of Spi
Bave been and are snsared upon them, applyine every concsivable test, and are rapidiy coming 1o the eonclusion that there is little lefy
for the scieptist buf 1o saiisly Limself individually. While testimony is not allowed to be evidence, the scientist has no bester chances
thas his neichbours. sod he will reesive on this subject the same trealment as the mest commeonplace of mortsls. Witness the
ridicule and meredulity with which Quarterly Reviewers and others have visited Cromwell Vazley, the well-known electrician; Alfed
B. Wallase_ the nsturslist, and anticipator of Darwin:; William Crookes; the spectroseopise: all of whom kave, at least, borne testimony
1o the veritahility of the disputed phenomena.

The Times reviewer iz much exercised by the mercenary considerations attaching to professional medivmship, We should Eke 2
know whether the Times paid kim for the article by which he is misleading the public. But éven here his ionorance is apparent.
Had his knowiedze of the sabjzet been equal to his effrontery, he would have known that all the phenomena of Spiritualism can be
witnessed in private circles, under the most satisfactory test conditions, and through introductions easily obtainable by the courtesus
and gentlersnly inquirer. Peorhaps he bas not sought, or been able to obtain, these introductions, or be might have saved the < half-
erowe medium fees be ) much grudges. But why should the mere pittance which professional mediums can earn be denied to them,
the while reviewers, honest and dichonest, obtain their pay? The poor medium is not only expected to enlighten the ignorant, but to
bear with patience every form of insult, xidicule, and mendacity, 1= a medinm more or Iess mercenary than (sa5) a bishop who takes
£10.000 s year for the promulgation of dogmas he dares not practise, even if be affects a belief in them ?

More ot leisure we may retwrn 16 the Times, but for the present we dismiss it with the remark that its enifigve seems but another
proof of that sneaking belief in Spiritualism. or at any rate its phenomens, which is afraid boldly to avow itself, but seeks to approsch
the sabject, as it were, by ambush, asnd serecmed by so much of unwise and unworthy artifice. The recoil of all this will sooner oz
Iater come, and the “tables will then be turned ™ with a vengeance arrogant conceit end shameless ignorance. Spiritualism,
Iike every scicnce in fts youth, may, in some of its phases, savour of “gush " and misapprehension ; but it will scarcely learn better
from reviewers snd reviewing.

In conelnsion, we would simply refer cur readers gemerally, and investigators in particulsr, to the following article, written some
time ago by en investizator In answer to some of the earlier Press eritiques. It proves so dpropes; that its present reproduction will
pot only be in place, but will be the more sppropriate, from the fact that 1t is so anticipatory of the performance and line of treatment
adopted by the Times, chowing that, on Spiritualism, the leading journal can make no hizher claims than its contemporaries.

THE PRESS wersus SPIRITUALISM.

A PLEA FOR INVESTIGATION.

Newsearzz Crrmicisw. ; been tempered, and seems to invite a rejoinder in like courtecus manner.

The report of the Londor Dialectical Socicty’s Commitiee on the | Having regard to the amount of attention now bestowed upon Spiritual-

“ Phenomena nm:rku:ﬁg m-l;'Spirimal Manifestations,” has met with a | ism, such rejoinder cannot be out of place, and may belp to medify the
us

reception ing the variety and changes of attitude | disappointment arising in many cases from well-intentioned strictures;
assumed by the Press in relation to subjeets o’f proseribed or unpopular | Which, thr theirngrelemee to the actual issues-raised, and through
character. Ou the one band, straitensd by mereenary considerations l their oversight of the moral conveyed by the investigation reported, are

by motives of superficial expediency, the Press, insome of | inconclusive.

its phases, is too vensl for the duties devolving upon it. To beon the |
popular, or rather the paying side, is the main consideration ; henes |
upon tabooed subjects are brought into play all the artifices of obscura-
oz, ridieuls, innsendo, suppression. and mis-statement, but so cleverly
woven into al appesrance of candour, that the community is |
misled rather than informed, or st any rate that large portion of the |
public mind suficiently gullible to believe in immaculate editors and |
ortulcwnti_ ¥ enervated to substitute for its own thought- |
efort mere passing eommentaries, indifferent as to their trustworthiness |
SW- ¥ l
Spiritualiem, 80 called, is a case in point. It isa subject in bad odour |
—a sabjeet to be avoided—a subject on which feeling, especislly religious |
Mlﬂﬁum bigh—a subject “ uncarny "—a subject beld meet for deri-

ing investigation.

vour to misrepresent its character and incidence.
But, on the other band, s more worthy section of the Press bas at
beart the interests of truth, and, re of merely populer impulses,

seeks to cantroverted subjects in a tentative, if not a j
iri gﬁbdﬁmiwtheaiudm on the inguiry in question has

E

Nuartres or e INquizr.

First, then, it may be ur%ed that although the report incidentall
covers the whole question of Spiritualism, yet practically it is concern
with the phenomenal aspect of the subject caoly : for the Dialectical
Society apgzimed its committee to report specifically on the pbenomens
alleged to be spiritual manifestations, and 16t upon Spiritualism as a
creed or o philosopby. Thus it will be found that to whatever extent
the investigators way bave testified to the cecurrence of certain phenc-
mena, they bave not ventured to determine their source.

Peeric OpiNtoN BEFORE TRE INQUIRY.

Fairly, however, to review the investigation, a comparison must ba

' made. First should be noted the general and public condition of the

| subject immediately prior to the inquiry ; and next, to what extent that
it by the results attained.

On the one band were the Spiritualists, considerable in numbers and
pretensions, avowing the frequest occurrence of certain nomens,
asserting for them a hxgh‘.,lg beneficial character, and attributing such
ocpurrences to the departed human beings.

On the other wm-u‘ﬂicnd!be?nu.forﬂwmodpﬁ
wholly indifferent to the subject ; but where concerned, entertaining to-

i — i -
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wards it opinions of marked scepticism and hostility.
may be thus briefly enumerated :—

1.—That no such phenomena as alleged ocourred at all.

2.—That the alleged phenomena were the result of imposture or delu-
sion, or of both, in varying degrevs.

3.-—That the alleged phenomena had a basis of reality, but were inten-
sified in offoet by delusion or imposture,

+4.—That suely phenomena occurred, but were explainable by known
natural ecanses.

3.—That such phenomena oceurred, and were attributable to natural
causes not yor ascertained.

6.—That in any case the phenomena were utterly frivolous, and un-
wortby of investigation.

7.—That the manifestations only occurved in the presence of believers
in the same.

8. —That mediumship, so ealled, was in all cases professed and prae-
tised for the meve sake of money-getting.

9.—That the partisans of Spiritualism were for the mest part uneul-
tured, illiterate. and credulous.

10.—That Spiritualists, as a body, shrank from any examination of
their claims, and placed every obstacle in the way of fair investigation.

These opinions

This, roughly, was the popular view of the subject at the commence-
ment of the inguiry; and the first fact to be noticed at its ¢lose is, that
whatever may be the rationale of the report it satisfies neither of the
opposing parties. !
much too tentative ; thus do both sides indireetly bear testimony to a
faithful discharge of the investigator’s office.

Tue Orar axp Wrirrex EviDexcE.

The committee, immediately upon its appointment, urgently invited
oral and written evidencs from every quarter. The Spiritualists alone
responded, being represented by witnesses of well-ascertained respecta-

bility from every grade of society; while the uphalders of the impostor |

and delusion theories were conspicuous only by their absence, at any
rate from the ordeal of the witness-box and of cross-examination.

Had the inquiry gone no further, the evidence thus collected would
have been answer suflicient to much of hostile eriticism. To characterise
such evidence as “ hearsay ™ is to misrepresent it, for it is as direct as that
received in our law courts, each and every witness having been requested
to speak only to facts within his or her personal knowledge—a restriction
with which most complied. The value of this evidence is enhanced by
the declaration from many of the witnesses that their original attitude
towards Spiritualism was one of scepticism; while some again had
made acquaintance with the manifestations years ago, and had not ceased
to continue observers, or wavered in their belief as to the existence and
origin of the phenomena.

That the * greater marvels " belong to the oral evidence and to the
correspondence is probably true; but is this the precise guestion to
raise?

witnesses themselves? Has the committee been enabled practically to

prove or disprove any of the facts alleged in the evidence ? These are |

UM AND DAYBREAK,

To the sceptic it goes too far, to the Spiritualist it is |

To what extent is there agreement or disagreement amongst the |

= 2= 4 - ==

4th. That although no explinption of the phenomena sufficient to
oover the case bas been arrived at through the experiments instituted,
so, on the other hand. there has been no sulliciont nogation of spiritual-
istic theortes,

dth. That the oceurrence of the phenomena does not depsnd upon
any belief or disbeliel concerning them,

Bth. That there nre but very few professjupel medinms, and thag
mediumship, so ealled, appears to be u =otewhat widesprewl Lift op
condition olaimed and praotised, quite irrespective of pocuniary eon-
siderations, by IUHerE of persons 1 every rank of l{fe,

Tth. Chat no backwardiess has been found npon the purt of the
Spiritualists in submitting their elaims to investigation,

Sth., Zhat althouygh urgently invited, none of ths swpportéss of e
imposture and delusian heorica wabntitted themaelver as wilnesies.

Dl That, as a party, lhg ranks of .'\_'p;rx’m:.iis's are found o be by no
mears wanting in education, talent, sceomplishmentz, and gengpl
eredibility.

INVESTIGATION EECOMMESNDED.

If these propesitions but approximately reflsor the teuth, it s
clenr that the pablic now stands in s entirely new relation to the
sul\jum, 1t may be urged that in the wintiers af ’caqeﬂ;.,:)' ""hl%ﬂphv
theory, &o., bur little ground hns been guined, nnd that many of tE;
phienomony hinve yet to be endorsed,  But, on the otber hand, it must
be coneeded that these latter have not been negatived ; and that, as o
necessary sequence, the theoretic department naturally falls into s subse.
quent stage of investigation.

The way, however, is paved by the great fact ascertained that pha-
nomena really exist for elucidation, and a mnore respeetful attention i3
fairly earned for whatever may yet reguire examination.
| For the sceptie, then, this subject bas taken an enormous stride,
| Phenomenally it is now removed from a condition of suspicious parti.
| sanship, and is elevated by an unseetarian inquiry into 2 1*sion of faet
meet for the further research of the scientist, psychologist, veligioniat,
or philosopher. Indeed, the worth of this famous investigation can
{ bardly be over-estimated as a starting-point for venewed inquiry, and its
| moral can scarcely ba bettar conveyed than in the concluding words of

the report itself :—* Your committee, taking into consideration the hich

character and great intelligence of many of the witnesses to the more
extraordinary facts, the extent to which their testimony iz supported by
the reports of the sub-committees, and the absence of any proof af
imposture or delusion as regards u large portion of the phenomena
and, further, having regard to the exceptional character of the phe-
nomena, the large number of persons in every grade of society and over
the whole eivilised world who are more or less influenced by a beliaf in
their supernatural origin, and to the fact that no philosophical explana-
tion of them has yet been arrived at, deem it incumbent upon them to
| state their convietion that the subject is worthy of more serious attention
| and careful investigation than it bas hitherto received.”

Tue apverse CRITIQUES.
Turn we again to those other reviewers who have failed to note, or

guestions perhaps more pertinent ; and is it of no significance that men endeavoured to hide, the enormous ground gained in this subjeet, that

and women of acknowledged trustworthiness, professional status,
culture, and refinement, should be found willing to give their personal
testimony upon matters exposing themselves to almost certain contempt
and ridicule, the while not a single champion volunteered to testify to
the more popular beliefs in tricks and hallucination ?

Exeerivests or ToE CoMMITTEE wiTHoUT MEDITMS.

But the investigators (thirty-six in number) determined to experiment-
aliss, and for this purpose divided themselves into six sub-committees,
In this circumstance may the true value of the report be found, or
rather in the corroboration thus obtained of much in the oral and
written evidence. This corroboration, so far as it took place, may
indeed be considered by the spiritualistic party as but *ordinary " or
elemental, and as “ outdone ™ at many a private seance. But 53' the
public or by sceptics no such considerations ean be advanced. Forthem
the inguiry must be, Has there been corroboration at all ? and nest,
What is the nature, extent, and authority of such corroboration ? For
were not the Spiritualists challenged on the very grounds that the

omena alleged never oceurred, or were but the product of fraud or
mmposture ?  And did not the Spiritualists, taking up the gauntlet, reply
that whatever might be made of the origin of tbe phenomena, their
occurrence could be established by experiment without aid from them or
from any of their mediums (so ecalled) ?

Proceeding, then, to private experiment, “without the aid or presence

| we may ascertain {heir treatment of the report, and their claim for the
| position of censorship they have assumed. With but very few
exceptions, the investigation has been treated with a dishoresty, a
 flippancy, and an inconsequence well nigh beneath contempt. One faet,
| however, is prominent, viz., that the sub’eet for the moment so thoroughly
| interests the publie that it has been impossible to pursue towards it the
ordinary tactics of total suppression. Failing this, derisive. unphile-
sophie, and garbled reviews have served to obscure the questions raised,
to ignore the facts revealed, and to misdirest the public mind, so to
prevent that further investigation which, if pursued, will unfailingly
expose the small qualifieation possessed by their authors for the affected
| leadership of thought and opinion on this debatable subject. TUnable
| to cope with the circumstance that some of the phenomena persistently
denied have been actually endorsed by unpledged, indeed by seeptical,
investigators after painstaking and repeated experiment, the reviewers
have fallen back upon the old assertionsof * fraud,” * bullucination,”
*“ worthlessness of the manifestations,” &e., &e.

With an assumption almost astounding, they have not serupled to eall
| in question the mtelligence and observan® powers of a number of gentle-
| men to whom they for the most part must have been utter strangers, but
| whose high character and social standing is better ascertained than their

own, and whose status as clergymen, lawyers, pliysicians, and scientists
would imply more than average qualifications. Has it never struek
these leaders of opinion (1) that such investigators must necessarily have
been forewarned and forearmed in regard to the possibilities of frand

:

of any professional medium,” the more diligent and persevering of the | and delusion, and that the very labour upon which they entered was. in
sqb-eomm!uees were enabled to report the oceurrence of certain of the | intent, the detection of imposfure? So marked. indeed, is the hostility
disputed phenomena which need not here be explained, but which are ' to the resalts recorded (elemental though they be), and to the recorders
poPularly known as “‘table moving” and * rappings.” the said manifes- thereof, that one is driven to the conelusion that no compliment could
tations being commonly accompanied in greater orless degree by marked | have been too high, no paan of praise too intense, for the self-same
indications of intelligence. A large majority of the investigators thus | investigators, had they but have been careful to have taken the side of
became actual witnesses to the phenomena under conditions far removed unexamining incredulity rather than that of truth and conseientiousness.
from the possibility of fraud or delusion, and their testimony isthe  Again changing their ground, the inquiry has been voted worthless,
more valuable seeing that the report records that *the greater part of because experimental seances of but twelve moutbs’ standing have not
them commenced their investigation in an avowedly sceptical spirit.” | testified to the greater marvels which years of record have accumulated
Such evidence indeed can hardly be over-rated, especially in view of the ' for the Spiritualist. Thus there is an admission of the very phenomena
status and trustworthiness of the investigators, and of their earefulness = primarily denied and urged impossible of demonstration,—an admission,
not to overstate their conclusions, but rather to leave moot points for however, only made for the purpose of asserting their inherent
further research. | triviality.
| Putting aside the inconsequence of this position, what possible warrant
can there be for thus anticipating an answer to one of the gquestions
commencement of the | propounded for solution?  The actual investigators, with all the
collected data before them, have not thus prejudged the case, for they at

28 ¢ rate felt that, apart from a full knowledge of the source, pature, and
let. That ; > are prov occur, and | #0Y rd A i e 5 8 S
somo of the phenomena in dispute are proved to : | incidence of the manifestations, to have asserted their unimportance

/ I e 1 Howhile! Babonbny: : .
hat pon nependens i migh st b e imeny, | P o S SRR e
extent of the rl;:nd frav:ﬂos ):)vs th’:cx]‘orimenml committeos | however, be very easy to show the hollowness of this assumed appraise-

: 3 : henomena now deeried were, some twenty yearsago

_ x s and so | ment.  The very p , §01 ¥ yearsago,

i Th“h‘o phller:]omeln A e }"F 4 a,‘;!ﬁ‘:‘g?}' ::“(;lu(;t‘o“r;::,.:r;h. | the talk and derision of the world, when as the * Rochester fappings

- tn t” :::;n er\;; Otplue?"g,zg :r!?:ile; k6 \az‘leda g rogard to | they appeared among a small and obseure community. Notwithstanding,
regarded mportant, pendi S :

. wadinued x).
their nature and origin, Continued on page 20

Resvrrs or TaE INguiny,

_ We bave presented the case as it stood at the
inquiry; let us now state how it stands at the close :—
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THE CIRCULATION OF THE MEDIUM, AND | equally requisite presence of the senile pantaloon, on whose side
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION he is supposed (o be, but with whom be cannot on any one poiyt

| agree.  The foster-parent of the nondeseript foundling “ Psychie
Fures ” portrays thiz character to absolute }n:rlm‘u-m._ while the
invisible harlequin may, by a slight stretch of the imagination, he

Trr Pullisher is instituting the greatest facilities for circulating this
paper, and submils tie follawing Scals of Subscriptions:—

One ops, post froe, weekly, l’r'; POt SRR, 1:,\ 1:».(3 supposed 10 he the real author of much of this lively m,-.linv_:.— the
’If';.‘r:”l‘ i £ 175, 4a, original parent of ® Psychic Force,” but who s s0 systematically
Tour ., s = 434. 2 105, 6d. i;:li'nl ed by the more promnemt dramatis pursond,
Five o sid, « £ 3s10d. Commenting on Mr, Serjeant Cox’s letter, “'_]”"h e WAy again
Six oopies and upwards, i one “"‘"; pér, post froe, 1d. each per week refer to, ¢ I\ G, 8," a member of the Dialectical Comuittee of
or 4s. 4d. per yearn. Investivation, after giving reasons for adopting the Spiritual theory,
Allsuch orders, and communications for the Editor, should be addressed | thus coneludes :—
to Jases Boess, Ofice of Tar Mepivag 15, Southampton Row, Bloemsbury

Such are some of the statements, elear and distinet, by thoughtful,
competent observers and witnesses, l'pnq what grounds r!n)rs AMr. Ser.
joant Cox ignore their evidence? Knowing as 1 do the kindly, honest
nature of the learned Serjeant, and his thorough love of scientific truths,
[ can aceount for this circumstance only by an exsggerated parental
instinet for his bantling  Psyehism,” his admiration for which he fondly
fancies is shared by all Europe and America. We may safely conclude

Sqwire, Hollors, L mdon, W0,

TWhaelesale Agents—F. Pitman, 20, Paternoster Row, Lpndon, E.C.;
Curtice and Co., 13, Catherine Sireset, Strand, London, W.C.; John
Heywood, Manchester: James M*Geachy, 89, Union Streat. Glasgow.

The Publisher is desirous of establishing ageéncies and depots for the
sale of other Progressive perindicaly, tracts, and standard works, and will
be glad to receive commuaications from such as feel disposed to enter

i3 fiald of usefulness that the hippopotamus firmly believes her baby to be the loveliest little
L darling that ever was born.
CONTENTS OF LAST No. OF “THE MEDIUM.” After the contemplation of so much of the recreative, the mind
Debate on Modern Spiritualism (Second Night)—Wedding of Miss | turns with renewed zest to the consideration of the following
Kate Weeks Wok in the Provinces—Mr, Massey at | adwirable letter from the pen of Mr. A. R. Wallace :—

n of Light through Psychic .\ux".x.—l-"‘T'.‘. and 15?:;—| To the Editor of the & Times.”
B '\h'l.’!-r'“-lm\ Repn.rt\ 3 G Doh‘nc—lluj Sir,—ITaving been named by several of your correspondents as one
Next Sunday in London—Dr. Sexton’s Appointents b % 4 e R Al
Seical Seanie—% Dy, Forbes® Denounces Vaccination, | of the scientific men who believe in Spiritualism, you wi p».-ll.n.pe_
Historical Mystory of Joan of Arc.—Spirit-Faces at | allow me to state briefly what amount of evidence has forced the belief
Messrs, He » (e Spirit-Faces at your own House—Com- | upon me. I began the investigation about eight years ago, and I esteem
ndatory—~tiiass yeiation of Spiritualists—Debate on Spirit- | it a fortunate thing that at that time the more marvellous phenomena
Tha Uialectical Society’s Report—The Spirit-Forms Speak— | were far less common and less accessible than they are now, because
Spirits or Psvehic Forco—The East London Free Lecture Hall, &e., &e. I was led to experiment largely at my own house, and among friends
3 — whom I could trust, and was able to establish to my own satisfaction, by
SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK, AT THE SPIRITUAL means of a great variety of tests, the occurrence of sounds and move-
INSTILCTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN. ments not traceable to any known or conecivable physical cause. Having
FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, Private Social Mecting of Mediums, at 7.50 thus become thoroughly familiar with these undoubtedly genuine
BrNpaY, JANTARY A48 Crnendish Roows. . £ao'slioek:- Address by | phenowena, I was able to compare them with the more powerful mani-
o Byras, G0 75 b oo o . | lestations of several public mediums, and to recognise an identiry of
MOXDAY, JANTARY I8, of the Marylebone Association, at 8. 3 T 2% 5 o
s PR i e kit ., | cause in both by means of a number of minute but highly eharacteristie
Trsspay, JANUAR A s Seance for Clairvoyance aud Medical | : g X oo
ission, 2s. 6d. resemblances. T was also able, by patient observation, to obtain tes:s of
Cirele by Mr. Cogman, at 8. Tickets | the reality of some of the more curious phenomena which appeared at
the time, and still appear to me, to be conclusive. To go into details
vamy 15, Seance by Mis. Olive, Trance-Medium, at 8 o'clock | gs to those experiences would require a volume, but I may, perhaps, be
g, 25 6d. permitted briefly to describe one, from notes kept at the time, because
it serves as an example of the complete security against deception
—_————— == which often occurs to the patient observer without seeking for it.
& T A lady who bad seen nothing of the phenomena asked me and my
l l I I : ;\IEDII Jl [XJ\D DAYBREAK. sister to accompany her to a well-known public medium, We went, and

| bad a sitting alone in the bright light of a summer’s day. After a

Salution o

ngs, Us.

*_* Other Seances in London and the Provinees may be found on page 24.

- |
REw S o |

= = > | number of the usual raps and movements, cur lady friend asked if the

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 1873, | name of the deceased person she was desirous of communicating with

— | could be spelt out. On receiving an answer in the affirmative. the lady

THE “ TIMES " AND SPIRITUALISM. " gointed successively to the letters of a printed alphabet while T wrote

Contemporary with the celebrated hairdresser who gave it as | 99"0 those at which three affirmative raps occurred. Neither I normy
. 2 -

A 5 2 = 5 sister knew the name the lady wished for, nor even the names of any of
lnhs O_I'Lmﬁ’ = lhdm the {uﬁcp{mo}i 1he br]";"“‘_ was to * pdercolatfl tlf-l'ough her deceased relatives: her own name had not been mentioned, and she
the skud and nounsh the har,  there appeared an allusion to | pag pever been near the medium before. The following is exactly what
Spiritualism in the Times, in which the sapient writer stated that X

2 b : 2 : E AU | happened, except that I alter the surname, which was a very unusual
if the spirits could grind his cofiee, blacken his hoots, and put his | one, having no authority to publish it. The letters I wrote down were
hat on the peg as he entered the house, he could see some utility | of the followins kind:—ynrehnospmoht. After the first

ip Spiritualism. Thanks to the onward l_mfoldment of spiritual | three—y n r—had been taken down, my friend said, ** This isnonsense;
light and truth, more particularly 1o the efforts of the Dialectical | we bad better begin again.” Just then her pencil was at e, and raps
Society’s Committee, the mirror of public prejudice and conceit | came, when a thought struck me (having read of, but never witnessed a
bas discovered that he has an intellect to cognise facts as well as | sxmllnl: occurrence), and I said * Ple;xse go on; I think I see what is
palate to appreciate the flavour of cofiee; that his “understanding ” l meant.” When the spel}mg.wag finished I handed the paper to her, but
can be improved by other means besides those furnished by Day and she could see no meaning in it till T divided it at the first h, and
Mastn; s tha e huad ie probubly a esepacl for i as | ke ber to read sch portion uckyards, when o b intene eonih
well as a block on whi ¢ i ) ice | : S : s %
iy on which to expose Lincoln and Bennett’s choice : }:.'h‘;“} 13};3 ll];:d w};shegl 3 1:;”’ Goxtedt ,fn teﬁ,e,.y lett;r. Tiiat ntt,out th?fé
. s . . im en hearing ad nauseam of the superbuman acuteness
apfag::: gu:?ufrx!:‘l‘le t%‘fﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁgggth’;%;igaa‘;g Pc::; )il(itqlg]geigg ltlhus mediums who detect the letters of the name the deluded visitors expect,
SYE : ; 2! 0%, 1L WO aVe | notywithstanding all their care to pass the pencil over the letters with
?&ﬂ%lz;l:?t;at}sfactog if the :n;xterh.had g};}‘ﬂ: some Ofulllls | perfect regularity. This experience, however (for the substantial
s Xperiences In respect to this subject, seeing that

2 : ! 3 accuracy of which as above narrated I vouch), was and is, to my mind,
e sovirtuously detests the professional practices of public mediums. | a complete disproof of every explanation yet given of the means by
It swould bave been an extra inducement to men of science to in- | which the names of deceased persons are rapped out. Of course, I do

vestigate if he had associated with his lahours the orthodox | not expect any sceptic, whether scientific or unscientifie, to accept such
example of the Rev., Dr. Cumming, and adduced cases from the | facte, of which I could give many, on my testimony, but neither must
mediumship of a lady of title. But we beg the Times reporter’s they expect me, nor the thousands of intelligent men to whom equally
pardon for alluding thus to his work as a performance for which he conclusive tests have occurred, to accept their short and easy methods
is pereonally responsible, as it has stood so long on the galleys °ffl:\'{’lammgtt‘hem‘ e bof Tuabl "
and experienced ihe familiar operations of the ¢ bodkin” and FRLOAE G IR teoi ety Cur va ol s fce, © Sl Ik
St A0 4 to make a few remarks on the misconceptions of many scientific men as
¢ stick™ g0 oflen,lz‘hat the original first proof would not be able | ¢, tho nature of this inquiry, taking the letters of your correspondent
0 recognise itself as transformed to meet the vequirements of | My, Dircks as an example. In the frst vlace. b B :
Boxing-day. To those who are acquainted with the true merits of | P el el L

Xing-da) Who ¢ OL | is an argumnent against the facts being genuine that they cannot all be
Spiritualism, and have likewise & knowledge of the men and their | produced and exhibited at will; and another argumen{ against them,
motives who figure in the production of this Times divertisement, | that they cannot be explained by any known laws. But neither can

the whole proceeding wears the appearance of a Christmas panto- | catalepsy, the fall of meteoric stones, nor hydrophobia be produced at
mime with a genuine historical plot. We do not refer merely to the  will; yet these are all facts, and none the less so that the first is some-
opening act, which is disposed of in another place, but the amuse- | times imitated, the second was once denied, and the symptoms of the
ment created becomes more intense as the performance extends | third are often greatly exaggerated, while none of them are yet brought
itself into the issues of the Times, which succeeded the appearance | Under the domain of strict science; yet no one would make this an
of the opening article. A Christmas piece, however funny the 3rgument for refusicg to investigate these subjects. Again, I should
playwright might aflect to be, would be but u tame affair without | 1 AYS SPeeisd & selentife man lo state ae o revson fornol extmining
the necessary adjunctions ofdcomlchmp{?‘enf’(::;?nﬁ '.I'h{?rd%gdeﬂ-  the law of grayity,” and that it “sets chemistry, human pbysiolo};v. ang
atum the 7¥mes correspondence happily 1shes; Jr. DITCXS | mechanics at open defiance;” when the facts simply are that the pheno-
(happy name) plays the clown to perfection. His folly is so trans-

3 ] ] mena, if true, depend upon a cause or causes which can overcome or
t and unconsciously expressed that even children see through | counteract the action of these several forces, Just as some of these forces

it, and clap their hands in exultant glee in being wiser than | often counteract or overcome others; and this should surely be a strong
the cause of their merriment, Nor is he unsustained by the | inducement to a man of science to investigate the subject.
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W\:'\\e not laying any claim myself to the title of “a really seientific
man,” there are some who deserve that epithet who have not yet heon
mentioned by vour correspondents ns at the same time BEpivitunlists,
Such T consider the late De, Robert Charabers, as well as De, Blliolson,
Professor William Gregory, of Hdinburgh; and Professor Have, o
Philindelphia—all, unfortuately, decensed ; wlhitle De. CGully, of Mal-
vern, as o seientific physician, and Judgs Bdmonds, one of (he best

Amervican lawyers, have bad the most smple means of inyestignton ; yet

all these not only were convineed of the veality of the most maevellous

facts, but also accepted the theory of wodern Spivitualism ws the only
one which would embraee and aceount for the facts. | am also sequainted
with a living physiologist of high rank as an ovigingl investigator, who :

is an equally firm boliever, g

In conclusion 1 may say that, although T have heard o greal many
accuzations of imposture, I have never deteeted i mysell's and, uh\mug‘\ |
a large proportion of the more extraordinary phenomena ave sueh, that, \
il impostures, they could only be performed by menus of ingenious
apparatus or machinery, none has ever heen discovered. | consider it
no exaggeration Lo say, that the main facts are now as well estabhished
and as easily verifinblo as any of the more excoptional phenomena of | 8
nature which are not yet reduced to law., They liave a wmost important. |
bearing on the interpretation of history, which is full of narratives of
similar facts, and on the nature of life and intelleet, on which pliysical |
coience throws a very feeble and uncertain light ; and it is my firm and '
deliberate belief that every branch of philosophy must suffer till they
are honestly and seriously im‘us&i-,::\lc(‘l
an essential portion of the phenomena of human nature.-
yours obediently,

I am, Sir,
Avvnen R, Wannace.

In conclusion, we take the opportunity of noticing a letter from
the secretary of the Dialeetical Society, in which he officially
disavows any connection between that society and the Report on
Spiritualism. The facts ave these :—The Committee of Investign-
tion presented theiv Report to the society, which declined the risk
or responsibility of publishing it. More cowrageous and earnest
than the parent body, this comwmittee undertook the work them-
selves, with the reward, secemingly, of being ignored by those who |
ought to have been proud of their faithful conduct. This investigza~
tion is the only thing which the society has ever done worthy of nine |
days  remembrance, and yet, officially, it has the ungentlemanliness
to afleet to repudiate that which it will yet be heartily ashamed at
not having accepted and promoted. By the side of the important
issues and universal attention which this report hasraised, the other |
acts of the Dialectical Society sink into utter insignificance, move 5

particularly the carping minority who, determined to balance their
ignorance against the laudable industry of the genuine investi- |
gators, throw into prominent relief the leading actors in this
famous inguiry. The 7Wmes closes the discussion with a leading
article, which we shall refer to next weelk.

As we leave the theatre let us not forget to thank those who
have granted the Spiritualists suclr an acceptable Christmas enter- |
tainment, for at the bottom of it all is vividly apparent this |
significant moral—Spiritualism is now a recognised fact, and its

! phenomena are true. '

|
Ax NvesTIGATOR wants to hear of Spiritualists in Leicester.

The Day of Rest is the title of a new penny weekly illustrated
paper of “Sunday reading.”

Mgs. Powsri: has arrived safely in Awmerica after a rough voyage. We
shall publish a letter from her soon.

Tag Jersey Observer gives an article on “ Spiritualism,” recom-
mending the Mepniun and Mr. Massey's “ Concerning Spiritualism.”

Mapase Lovise will hold a developing cirele and seance on Wednes- l
day evening, at seven o'clock, at 33, Percy Street, Bedford Square. |

Messes, Herse ANp WiLLisxs are absent from London, giving seances
in the provinces

Mg. Prestice Murrorp is open to receive invitations to lecture on |
menive subjects, including Spiritualism; also on Emigration, |

ﬁ ('Jornia., and American life.—Address, 15, Southampton Row, London,
! Mz. axp Mgs. Horyes, 16, Old Quebec Street, are having successful |

manifestations of materialised spirit-faces. At every sitting for that
m several visitors discern the well-known likenessos of deceased ‘

of Morley, near

u his month, and |
deliver addresses Lo such societies as may require her services, Appli-

cations should be forwarded at once to 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

Mus. Burrerrienp, the well-known trance-speaker,
Leeds, will visit London during the last week in t

Spiritual Institution under the direction of Mrs. Berry; Madame
Louise, clairvoyante-medium. As no notice had been given, the circle
was small, but the results in the highest degree satisfactory. A lady had |
her ailments aceurately described, although no person in the circle had |
geen her before. Another lady had ber family history intimately
deseribed, with many details of a highly-improbable character,—such as |
alluding to her grandchildren—for the Jady had a yery youthful appear- |

~ .ance, e congratulate Mrs. Berry, on her return to public action in |
- behalf of Spiritualism, on the success of this her first seance. The
- seances will be continued on Tuesday evenings. For conditions see the

~ calendar of weekly meetings and scances.

cAstLE-oN-Tyye.—The secretary of the Spiritual Association,
omas Wood, Freemasons’ Old Hall, Newgate Street, asks the aid
co-operation of the many wealthy Spiritualists who reside in the

&Vims'iof first-rate mediutus and lecturers. Gerald Massey is about fo |
er two lectures for the aseociation, and if sufficient help is obtained
on will be enga

ﬁ are held on

ed, who is a great favourite in the town. The
uesday, Thursday, and Sunday nights, at the |

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK,

Sunda
Btreet, Wella Steoot; Oxlord Supeer, at, 7. J. Bueng; on “ Epieitvalism
and ublie Opivion,”

Chiarles Voyeey, ab 8L Geovge's 1Eall, Tangham Place, in the morming,

Hunduy Loetures Bociely, 81, George's Mall, at 4.
M. (lade Beeretary to the Couneil of Vdueation, and lnspector-
General of state prisons, Dengal), on *"The Mussalmans of lut‘l
Centreal Axin.”

Sunday Evenings for the People, Bt, George's Hall, ot 7. 11, Sand-
with, Bey., OB, D.CL, on * Mastern Exporiences s or, Steange Things

I Have Scen and Heard," followed by Rossini’s * Btabat Mater,”

“An Unfettered Pulpit," South Place Chapel, Finglury, at 1115,
M.

| 7, Corporation Row, Clerkenwell. |
| opened each evening at 8 o'clock, and the meetings commence at S.:0.—
; " - R.
A NEw WEEKLY seance was commenced on Tuesday evening at the '

. subjects which have been announced in the Meprey.

| the audiences were very seanty on each aecasion, owing in a great mes-

! sure to the wild state of the wealber,
urhood of Newecastle, to enable the association to engage the ' =
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NEXT SUNDAY IN LONDON,
Sorvices for Spiritualists, ab Cavendigh Rooms, Martuner

e — 0

10, J, Moumt, Easq.,

i and

1. Conway, on ** Pre-Darwinian and Post-Darwinism,”
DR, SEXTON'S APPOINTMENTS,

Darlington, Bunday, Jaunary 26th, as {ollow :—

Afternoon.——* The Philosophy of Tranee—Natural, Mesmerie, and

piritual.”

Evening.—* Theories Invented to Acconnt for and Explain Spiritual

Phenomena.”

Tuesday, 28— Vaccination Useless and Tnjurions.”
Wednesday, 29, —*"The Physiology of Digestion.”
Thursday, 30.—*The Vital Stream; a Sketeh of the Civewlation of

. and dealt with as constituling ' the Blood."

Arrangements are in progress for Dr, Sexton to lecture st Batley,

Teeds, Neweastle-upon-Lyne, Juddersfield, and other places,

All communications to be addressed to Dr. Sexton, 17, Trafalznr Roud,

Old Kent Road, London, 8.1,

Darsrox Associarios,—The fifth half-yearly meeting will be held

ab 74, Navarino Road, on Monday evening, the I3th instant, at eight
o'clock.

Lavervoorn.—Mr. Kitson, of Gawthorpe, near Wakefield, will give

two inspirntional addresses at the Assewbly Rooms, Islineton, Liver-

pool, on Sunday, at half-past two and seven p.m.

Honperseienn.—Dr. Sexton will Jecture in the CGymnastum Hall
on the first Sunday in February, Mr. Councillor Houghton i the chair,
Suhjects—Afternoon, “ Personal Experience ;" evening, * Spiritualism
inall Ages and in all Countries”

Our rriexn Mr. Russell of Kingston-on-Thatoes hiolds a vesponsible
position in the post-office there, and recently by a robbery of the till he
lost £70. We are glad o observe from the Suriy Comel that hiz
friends have contributed upwardsof the half of it, and it is to be Loped
that the remainder will soon be sent in.

Brrymixauss,—A lady writes vespecting the low state of the cause
in Birmingham, and warmly recommends to the notice of investiga-
tors My, and Mrs. Downes, 42, Aston Road, as mediums. We hope
our friends will eall on Mr. Downes, whom we used to know when
he lived at Enfield, and endeayour to utilise his gifts.

“ Misromevs” sustained the part of Spiritkalism moest ereditably
in his diseussion with My. Magee Pratt, on Sunday last.  His opponent’s
powers, like those of Mr. Bradlangh, consisted chiefly in wry faces
and wry expressions, or attempts to ignore and lead away from the
subject. 'Wonderful indeed are the devious ways pursued by some

| *truth-seekers " (7).

Tne quarterly meeting of the Marylebone Association of Spiritual-
ists will take place on Monday, {he 13th inst, at the Spiritual Tusti-

| tution, 15, Southampton Row, commencing precisely at eight o'clock;

when the election of the officers for the ensuing year will take place,
together with other important business. Any friends wishing to
join the association are mvited to attend.—C. Wnire, Hon. Sce.

Ax Ixquiner (Margate) would be glad to join a seance, if one were
instituted at Margate. In reply to his question, we have to state that
it is well ascertained that spirits who bave deparied this life for
cenfuries communicaie as well as personal friends recently deeeased,
All depends on the conditions and the motives of the inquirer. **Where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.” A chapter from Pecbles's biography, “The Spiritual
Pilgrim,” was lately quoted in Huwman Nature, which very well illus-

| trates this matter,

Tne St. John's Association of Spiritualists beg to announce the folloyw-
ing arrangements for January, 1873 :—Thursday, the 16th, lecture by
Mcr. Joseph Ashman, on *IHealing Mediumship.” Thursday, the 23rd,
a seance; Miss Kaeves. medium. Thursday, the S0th, a lecture by
C. W. Pearce, Leq. ; subject—* Spiritual Manifestations, Ancient and
Modern.” The meetings to be held at the St. Johin’s Temperanee Hail,
Admission free.  Doors will be

Pearce, Hon, See.

Tng Ball's Pond Association of Spiritualisis beg to announce the
following arrangements:—Monday, the 13th, a lecture by M S.
Gioss. Suhject-——*A  Scientific Exposition of Spiritualism, and the
Origin and Character of Evil." Monday, the 20th, Mr. J. Burns will

¥

| answer questions and objections from the audience, written or oral.
Monday, the 27th, a seance by Miss Keeves, when that medium will
speak under spirit-control.
Shorter, Esq.
to be held at 102, Ball's Pond Road, Islington, corner of King Henry's
Walk.

J. Wensrer, Hon. See.

Monday, February 3, a lecture by T.
Subject—"*Spiritualism and the Press.”  The meetings
Doors open at eight a'clack each evening.  Admission free—

Havteax.—Dr, Sexton gave three excellent lectures on Sunday on
I am sorry o suy

His treatment of the subject of

rance demolished the material philosophy of the mind. On the
theories invented to account for the phenomena the action ol Spiritual
| agency was clearly demonstrated. We are sorev that space prevents our

doing justice to the very interesting and intelligent digest furnished by
Mr. Wilson. We carnestl

| to visit their localities, and hear him for themselves.

recommend our yeaders to invite D, Sexton
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B numerous party ha grown up who asaeet for | eonvieted upon sach etimony s over and OT8r sgan
pLon rdepmm tis ot varied MNMWMMWM-:.
und who elaim for them a souros of unpurallebed sigoificancs, mwurder commitiad, nor do ey know soyone whe b, May
enongh, thiv party has no speeinl boud of union, bul bes been fmwommmmdmm

frowa avery sestion of the chvilised world, irveapootive of divirss | of the prisones by an witziens b an i P
o or belisfy; while in this country it oXiste s upits scsttered mmgﬁm.:’:ﬂw 'b:rlyw ;rr“.'
broadeset, rather than as focussed into & sociely or organisation, and | was fired —but what of that 7 ;‘m [y :
‘numbers many secret wympathisers, Sorely, then, dons wn inmessurable | unrelisble. The nerves would be sisodked, S5
to phenomena 80 potent in effect, and surcly this s | exeilod o an sbnormsl ancy, nod would
bardly the time to dismiss as mero Urivinlities facts to which s many | conjure up images of blood o barror,  Gesthenen of the
pernons of education and shility are pledged, : " while we admit the bigh claeseter, honosr, sted trostwirtbines of te
n g 1o en existenss of phenomens, o step is gained | withes, ws are sure you will not, upon swch svidenons, comsign thy
towards any estimate of thetr value; and if such commonplace ineidents | prisoner st the bar to & lelon's doom, but will sesd bim ot of thie Aot
o the full of an apple or the vaporising of builing water have led to | without s sain upon his cherseter,”
whole revolutions in sclence, who eat sy that the auomatie movemenot This is s spreinsen of the resecming 100 (evquently spplied w e
of u table may not imply & mods of foree mpable and worthy of utiliss- | pheamnens of Spiritualivm ; for, Bnonge (Akier | hehrics, we are grovily
tion 7 saked (0 wecept e attention ” or * uneonssious sarebrstiog ®
Much bas been made of alleged errors of theory, philosophy, and | solutions sufficient for the multifarious manifestations oearring wkad’
belief wid to acerete sround an scesptance of the phenomena. Bat | 15 Bpiritualists, but sleo 0 investigators alier investigstors wiv, ks
again, it wust be urged that such conmderations should be postponed, bpgmlghod the inquiry, snzions o exposs the alleged wonders, asé
and can really exist os assuniption only until more is known of the phe- ined warply with rigour the above and all sush themies.  §id.
nomena under investigation, And lfmrrouudi':f errar is W be pleaded | ness in not anly excamble, it is even dewirabls in the formation o
85 n bur to investigation, then it may be asserted that none of the phe- | theoretic solutions; but progress towards prood cannot be expariid
nomens known to sciencr eould ever have been socepted at all. Chemstry | while the foshion i wmaintained of speculating upes, the g
is & case in point, a department of science duily renching 1o 8 higher | before the thing 1o be explained is suficiently wamined, 7 s s
e ision, but none the less the result of conturies of error. 11 | distinet differance between the fitting of theories 1) phendaens, zad o
we ofttimes arrive at good through our experiences of evil, 30 pole-to phenomenn 4o theories; and this bas yet 10 e recognised hoth y the
reach truth do we press through and clear sway the encumbering error. ﬂlgbllelnd Bpirituzlists. The su » rwever, will not visid o prview-
Error, 'wmpiuur:znre, is an aquzngfo:imeLmnﬁ. Mwwmop;“pa;lbmrbbg, inently it is one (or the investigator.
and imposes u investigator ay itional respomsibility, its subs- no War' plea for investigation exists than the lamentabls ivncrase
denes bnmin:o:nt a matter of time wnd experiencs when once 5 point | 8 Jately displayed by the Press. o
of contast is established between the mind and teuth, In conclusion, it is hardly probable that oy one solution will st
The snimus of the reviewers is further manifested in the prominencs | the case of phenomens alleged 10 be 20 varied. Should eves ths
they have given to the adverse reports, which, by the suppression of all | Spiritaalist be right, bis triamph will be oot only of degres . for, shodd
the explanatory notes, bave endesvoursd (o nurss into sn import- | so sgency of disembodied spirits be crer proven, it seems difenls
snce by no meane their due. But what of thess reports, or of the | escape from the conclusion that there wny be ale; latent pomibilivies of
fuilure of the least persevering of the sub-committees? Their unde- | the embodied mind, only now in prosses of development.  Nor shosld
tarminate character is sufficiently exposed by their mere justaponition to | the investigalor by any mesns put frand and delusion ot of the soount,
the other reports, while the mrnml:'z( of the inquiry is placed beyond | Their occasional adwmixture is not only posible, but likely, while guarie
all dispute by their inclusion in the volome. .’ﬂnrﬂytulundmgne mumgdmbw,m{mg M‘mmw
of the sub-committers to obtain manifestations has s corroborative | erities, and sosiety teems 1n every ﬁw‘.m with parsenus azd pre
value, for no facts have been better ascertained than that the phe-  tenders. Spirituslists, however, no apology at the kand of 2 wers
nomena cannot be commanded at pleasure, and uppear to depend upon | investigator, for they are better abls to snewer for themesivee.  Their
most subtle conditions. Each of the suscessful committees bad oeoa- | issue with the sceptic is a simple one, notwithstanding its i .
sional seances without result, but total failure was the lot only of the 1 They but argos, that as in the material universs an all-permenting umion
un; ering. Of the two individual mﬂ's devying the phenomena, | is found, 80 in the warld of mind, from its lowes 1o its bigtes
is i A bat few opportunities for the = developments, is there a like universal connection, of which phrsieal
experimental investigation accomplished by others, as the book itsslf : death i no real severance, To them spiritual enmmunion thes pressats
discloses, mmgm,wwe&beuleoﬁmdequnte inves-  ng inherent im bility, and proofs of its existence they affect by find
tigation do duty for story of hard work and persevecance by the | runming through all history, as well as in the everr-day manifestations
more diligent members, is after all but a sorry expedient, which only = wow so controverted, They further that i5is communion i %
need be noticed 28 2 meana of estimating the geners]l worthlessness of | infloential for good or for evil, its astion snd resction so determinats
the eritiques—a worthlessness the more apparant now that day Ly day | snd s gove by the progress of humanity or of the individus] oo
the facts ascertained by the successlul sub-committens are being verified | either side of the grave, that it is a factor o0 importast b oreslosk n
by totally independent investigators. | the problem of buman existence. In any case they foel that ther dare
TR wn Dot Casaiciae. not witbhold facts ; and while they are willing to subenit thes 3o rigid

lmuin,dwynei(berfmnorexpmtow miaTepressntat
e S s aticle: o fio nabasc oF evidioncs sl the sesdibility to'te | riticien. 31 vi 2

Isvesmioaron
attached to phenomena of unususl character, it would be easy to show

HOW TO INVESTIGATE THE PHENOMENA.

It is caleulated that one person in every seven tight become a medium by observing the proper conditions. The thogsands of
Spiritualists have, in most cases, srrived at their conclusions by agencies established by themselves, and independently of cach other,
and of the serviees of professional mediums, Every Spiritualist 1s indeed eo “investigator"—it may be st an advanced styee- and
that Mr. Dircks’ charge of “darkness and secrecy ™ may be for ever repelied, the ollowing series of conditions are presented 2= those
under which the phenomena may at all times be evolved.

stiould be placed on esel side of the medium, snd those most it

RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE. | iomi e 1he Sppomi commers.  So pess shanid be piait Seadod e

Arosrgrnse Coxpryions —~The phenrmens esunit b muvessfully elicited ' m:"m: l:f,:.k o e o oo S

‘-‘.‘,“l mw' ‘:,: the stmospl i":;” fﬂm: .“ﬂm:fu';: | Coxpror At 1ee Crecie.—The dtters shiomld plece their hands pn the tdde,
is such: rain, or sormes of wind. A warm, dry stom 38 best. s 3t ,m' yie | S0d endexvoar 1o make eash other frel eas snd comfrtahile.  Azpeemdie oos-
Y - a OLiens & | rermtion, vinging, reding, or invomtion may be engeged B —aOyUing ther =i

thie s betwesn all extremes, sud agress with the larmotisas siate of man's e o 3 ‘ng yiling .
wmm for the muanifsestion of spiritnal pheaomens. A “"“ » h"a“'_”‘b’m wheesor s t“’”l ; V";;‘:‘-"" g 7 |
Hight or inicreasens Wz power sud faciliietes cmtrol, o """’h;m 'L gAgingy in W"b& srvises cirche mas tzzndde prostatse
Iacas Coxpiviows.—The romn in which a cirele Is held for develuopmens oy bu“ "'t w‘,,, in belng pleased 30 receive thas wideh is best for a8 e dacton of
shoali he set agart for that purposs, 1t sboold be comfortabl = : Fpreacd . :

warmed and ventiiated, but draughts oF carrents of air shouid be avaided, Thow | i’:;": rhi m,,_idn;t aite the wedism, and pat all geetion 0 the spiris, 20d

Ik Ltony x6d
persns compoving the circle shiouid meet in the room shout &g loar before the | 3eorccoe tin, may take 'm’fﬁ e :;’fu:':,d, ,_:.,_,. bW tones . o
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- cominenes ; the same sitters shionld altend each thing, sl setnpy the 00l L0y realt bosurs. Criler tioss cirmuttstioos it i well t chuatyen the
vamne plueze. This maintaine the pamlisr tnagneds omditions neceseary to the | o n, {! the sitters, ar fotrodnoe oew clements, U8 wmooess i seliicred, Whez
peduction of the pleacmens. A cizele exhnonts powes, o Waes i 6D, | ph, i beglne 10 U, or when rips cecnr, 4% 30t be Y00 MEPRLENT 8 rat snywers

PuysoLowiost. Cosvtrioss.—The plisnniiens sre prodiced Uy a vital fores | w questions. When the table can snewsr questions by giving thoee tipy or rape
emanating from the sittery, which the spirits ww oe i conteeting link between | for ** Yeu,” and one for  No,” it may smisz o placing the sitters prosesisc.
themeeizm and objects. Cortaln temperaments give off this power: others emit | apirits or intelligences which produce the phenomana stioull be trestaf with e
an oppmite influcnce, umenu'.ehmp-ﬁ of perwotss with muiabie tempers- | same oourtesy aid consdderstion ax you wonld desire for reelves if you were

Uy, i lﬁ conirary be the cuse, mnch | imeeloced joto thin enmmpany of strangers fhy iy Dense®it. 41 he aacme
will be neeenesry v produes resulits, I Goth Kinde of tempeenment | time, the sitters should uot 0o =0y soovnnt alles (helr judsnent 10 be warped or
mm,t&ymldnloulnwl %098 5 produse harmooy is the pavchiol] | their good sepw impossd agoa by wpirits, whatever their profesions wmey be-

evilved from Whem. . plissicel mamifetations especially depend | Renson with them kindly, firmnly, and considerutely,
m‘ : . I w cirvie dies pot sgccend, chatges should be mwade I the | jyamucot e Wity Srims is carsied oo by v means.  The simglest s
Gl the proper conditdons are supylled. 'mux.o{dwh)ﬁcorm»kr“fco."udmﬁv"!«" By this pumss the
Miwras, Coxmnrunms.—AN furme of memts] excitement ase detrimmental (o | spirits can sewer i the affirmuative or negutive. By calling over the giphatet
siovesy, Those with strong asd oppwite opinions siould not o wer : | the spizits will r3p a2 tho proper lesters 10 commtituts & inesAge.  Sowuntisucy the
, dogreatie, and positive ary Letter gut of the trcie roam. | hand of a witer is saken, et & pegail showdd be placed i the e, w P
?..ug bitwess) whom these are fo of emvy, hate, qantempt, or other | spirits may write by it gotomstially.  Other sitlors may besome n’t—: :
sentiment shonld not sit ut the same ciorle. mMmmm;aL spirits use the soml orvgans of such mofiuae 10 SpRAK.  The
should br excluded frum sll sl experiments. The minds of the sitters M | somadiznes Imm melinme, while others are cairvoyatt, 2 e the spirits,
i an
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

. 8. attended M. Morse's seanco at the Sl:_intuul Institution, on the
Srd instant. Tt was the first meeting of the kind she had attended, and
she asks the following questions ;- —

“1s trance inducible at any time by a pure act of the will on the
part of the medium, or is the assistance of extrancous magnetic power
necessary ?”  In a trance wanifestation there are three factors—the
suitable “eondition of the medium, surrounding eircumstances, and the
desire and efficiency of the operating spirvit. As to the medium, he
must be of a receptive constitution, and his will should be in a negative
state—in other words, he should bo eapable of being controlled, and
willing to have the ppomhon“porformed. : As to the surroundings or
“ pxtraneous maguel.gc power,” some mediums are so constituted that
the spirits find suflicient of the necessary elements associated with the
medium to conneet the operations of the spirit with the organism of
the medium. In other cases the presence of other parties in a ** eirole ”
is necessary to evolve elements which are required to enable the spirit
to project its will-power into the nervous system of the medium. At ’
all times both mediums and normal speakors are influenced favourably
or unfavourably bl)' these surroundings. As to the spirit, no control
can be effected unless some spirit is able and willing to operate, nor can
that operation take place unless the medium is suitable and the condi-
tions favourable.

“Is it physical pain that produces that convulsive action in the
medium while falling into or recovering from the trance ?” No. The
change of the controlling agency convulses the muscles, but after the
process commniences the medium is generally uneonscious.  In some
cases there is considevable suffering—more especially under develop-
ment, or in the early stages of medilimship.

“Is not the exhaustion that follows injurious to health, hence
exercising @ baneful rather than beneficial influence ?*  Mr. Morse's
health has improved during the last year, and yet trance-speaking is
exhausting the same as other forms of mental action are. Do we nob |
conlinunlf.‘\' hear of ministers, writers, and lawyers being done to death |
by over work?  Much depends on the conditions. We have seen M. '
Morse ill for two daysafter a control, because of the inharmonious in-
fluences in which he was for the time placed.
contrary, seen him much benefited by a control.

h: My own sensalion during the seance was that of being in contact
with strong magietic power, and for some hours alter, the museles of
the rigln! band and arm were swollen and fatigued, much as 1 once had
lllv.‘ll! after a strong applieation of a galvanic battery, applied under |
nledlca! supervision, ls it customary for persons to be affected by the |
magnetie current (if I may so express it) in this way ? Perhaps [ am
over susm.:pliblc, as I believe I possess a fair share of magnetic power— |
nt' least, if success in table-turning is any test, or that peculiav sense |
of sympathetic influence which the presence of persons, sometimes total |
strangers, occasionally elicits ?”  You are mediumistic, and freely give |
off the elements necessary to effect the control; all the organie action
performed by the medium while under influence is physical, and has |
to be derived from physical sources. At the same seance another sitter |
experienced great exhaustion of the brain.
lectures often experience similar sensations.

“O'ne of the spirits controlling Mr. Morse the other c\'ening,‘
speaking of souls arriving in the spirit-land after quitting this life,
made a remark (I forget the exact words) implying that souls thnt‘,
had not fulfilled the end of their creation in this life would be sent |
back again.  Did he mean to be reincarnated? or to wander, according
to the popular idea of ghosts, until its term of penance be expired ?”
All development comes by action, and if the spirit (while m the body) |
neglects those duties necessary to call out its innate powers, it must |
become associated with mediumistic persons, and by the experience thus |
gained evolve its personal attributes. The French Spiritists believe
that epivits are reincarnated. For information respecting which, sce
Huinan Nature for the last three years, and a special article by Miss |
Blackwell in the forthcoming number (February). Seoalso an article, |
“A Wife Poisoner in the Spirit-World,” by Leon Favre, brother to
Jules Fayre, the eminent French statesman, which appeared in Human
Nature for December last.

We have, on lhc“

THERAPEUTIC MEDIUMSHIP.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—1It is with sincere and unfeigned pleasure
that I ask you to allow me space in the earliest impression of the
Menivy to bear testimony to the remarkable gifts of Mrs. Julia B.
Dickinson, as a clairvoyant of high order, as well as a powerful
magnetic healer. I was, I believe, her first real patientin London, and
consequently had the gratification of giving her the first fee; and 1
think it but fair to that lady to complete a threefold chord of har-
mony by offering her—in acknowledgment of the benefit recoived—the
first public testimonial. It may be asked by some, Of what nature was
the disorder? I answer, the same that half the world is groaning
under, viz.,, general weakness, and lack of vitality, causing not only de-
pression and listlessness, but often, too often, great physical suffering,

i spite of the constant supervision, and as constantly the successful |
treatment and quick removal of the same by our faithful and beloved |
doctor in spirit-life. i '
I bad just recovered from two very severe attacks—the first caused by l
torpidity of the liver, the second from intensified spasmodic neuralgia |
in the nerves and muscles of the left side, which were quickly removed
by the good spirit-doctor ; but the reaction caused great debility of the
system, 1 was therefore thoroughly out of condition. I no sooner saw
Mrs. Dickinson than I resolved to put myself under her treatment, when
the first visit convinced me of her powers, She was soon under the con- |
trol of one of her medical guides, who told me what I knew to be |
faithfully true, and cheered me by the assurance that I would not only |
be cured, but grow strong, nng that three treatments would make me :
anew being, which it has done. . A
feeﬂlrs. Dickins%n has not only good healthy magnetic power, but a Imﬁ ‘
gpiritual nature and development also, which soothes and elevnti-g lu
who can enter her spiritual plane, It has been my privilege Lo ; wl en |
to many soul-inspiring gentiments from this American sxste:l b utsr I
mission. and that of her spirit-guides, is a noble one, and goes out ali o‘ro |
luﬂ'erin'g humanity., God bless her labours amongst us, and may every

i of God, worked for their confusion.

- —— — e ey e gy — 4

true English Spivitualist give her the hand of fellowship and
sympathy I am, yours in the cause of truth, »
Bernesra Dicksox,
19, Lrunu‘.‘s!/hn& load Villas, Westhowrne Park, W.,
January 6, 1875,

[The stranger to Spivitualism will find some difliculty in appreciating
tho above relinble testimony. 1t gives a case of what, on purely physio-
logieal grounds, may be denominated the scientific mode of treating
disease. Tt is adwitted that disease arises from inharmonious or defec-
tive action of the vital forees. Any treatment, then, which ean operate
divectly on the vis medicatrie nature must remedy such inharmonies
in the most prompt and happy manner. Mrs, Dickinson, from her
high state of ‘wnlth and peculine magnetism, is well adapted for this
important. work, and when entranced or controlled by her directiog in-
(luences sho is impelled to make the proper passes, and with an intensity
far greater than if she were in her normal state.  Her diagnosis and
preseriptions are also valuable,  This unusual form of treatment
answers in a significant manner the cui bono of Spiritualism. Tt is also

an_exemplification of the seriptural practice of healing by the laying on
of hands.—In, M.]

A NEW FORM OF CO-OPERATION.

Mr. J. Burns.—Dear Friend,—It is with muech pleasure T write to
inform you of the sympathy of our kind and trae friends of Bishop
Auckland, Howdon, and surrounding distriet for the welfare of the
Spiritual Institution, We have held two scances, and realised £1 1s.,
for which T enclose an order, and thank our friends for their voluntary
act, as we made no charge, L think it this plan were carried out where
seances were held, and good mediums, there might be something more
done for the Institution. I fear it would intrude too much on vour
time and spuce to give a full detail of our seances. I way just state
that our trance-speaking and physical manifestations are both good ; the
table, tambourine, and bells being used freely, We have not got the
direet spirit-voice to speak yet, but have the whistle very loud to aceom-
pauy us while singing. We have the promise of great things, which I

' doubt not. if we do our part, our spirit-friends will do theirs (o aceom-

plish. We have great opposition. Our Christian friends are kicking
very hard, but they ave kicking the right way—they are making the
people think for themselves, and seek for the truth, which, I am glad
to say, many are doing. Mysell and family tender onr sineere thanks
to our worthy friend John Scott, Esq., of Belfust. for his handsome
new year's present—a large quantity of books, of great value to the
inquiring mind. Lhey are for our own perusal aud to distribute, I
hope they will be the means of helping to lift many out of the mire of
ignovance, and set their feet on a sure foundation of the truth.—
Yours in earnest for the progress of Spiritualism,
Roperr Fawcrer.

Dishop Auckland, January 2, 1873,

[We thank our Bishop Auckland friends for this the last evidence
of their kind and hearty co-operation. It shows that the means of

Sensitives who attend | carrying on our work dep:‘nds_‘ entirely on the earnestuness with which
| all who desire to promote Spiritualism concentrate their elforts.—

Ev. M.

A LADY'S THOUGHTS ON THE Z7IMES ARTICLE.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I extract the following littls review of
the Zémes article from a letter written to my mother by a lady who bas
comparatively recently investigated and accepted the great facts of
Spiritualism.—Yours, Dessoxn G. Firz-Genan.

“ Have you read in the Zimes of the 26Gth (Boxing-day) an article on
Spiritualism ? It is long, and its object is to urge scientific men to meet
Spiritualists on their own ground, and either detect their * impostures”
or explain the causes of the phenomena, The article is written by a
sceptic ; but he, having read a host of literature and ‘reports’ and
accounts of seances, and baving himself attended four of these—with
Mr. Home, Miss IFox, and other known mediums—professes himself
unable to account for the phenomena, even with all the tests and exami-
nations which he was allowed, and indeed pressed, to make. One of
his seances was evidently with Messrs. I{erne and Williams, af theirown
rooms, but with onlya friend of the writer's present besides himself” and
the mediums. Ie did not see any forms or hands, nor anything but the
effects of invisible agency; but he is evidently getting rather wonder-
struck. Ile persists that though the subject appears to be a very
ridiculous one, it is nevertheless a very serious one, and decidedly
demands prompt investigation by scientific men, ‘ who have clearly not
done their duty.” This will doubtless call forth something more, and, I
trust, open at least some eyes to matters which ought to !'x:uch_ the very
utilitarian, intensely practical, and worldly philosophy of this densely
stupid age. One would think, to hear the widespread egotism and self-
glorification ol the present day, that there is nothing in God’s universe
but this earth and the exceedingly clever people on it, who are so busy
regenerating themselyes, and bringing on a glorious millennium by their
own material efforts. But * the things that are despised’ are, by the hand
e have seen and heard more than
this writer dreams of'!

"

*Yours,
SPIRIT-PIOTOGRAPIY.

One of the most imposing objects in the collection at the Spiritual
Institution is the series of spirit or psychical photographs taken by M.
Beattie, of Clifton, and presented by Mr. Tommy, Bristol. They
oceupy @ large mount, tastetully framed, with a full deseription under-
neath cut from the newspapers. We hope visitors will not torget to
ask to see this interesting objeet, in the examination of which an hour
may be spent very agreeably.—Photo of “ John King.” Mr. Russell,
of Kingston, has handed us specimens of a photograph recently taker
by him, Mr. Williams, medium, being the sitter.  To the left of the
pieture stands a ligure attired after the fashion seen in !.lw_g(ml'mg- roulL
of a Turkish bath, said to represent the spirit *“ John King." As the
brow and eyes are covered by the turban, the identity cannot be readily
determined, yet what appears is characteristic of' other portraits ol that
spirit. It is a genuine spirit-photograph.
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13, SovTeEaupTOoN Row, Losnox, W.C.,

s ‘whia | Has boen established for the lat nine yoars, for the purpose of
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' affording facilities to Investigntors of Spiri %

Information is given gratis to ail who apply either by letter
| or personaily.
he Seances held weekly for the development of mediums
| and the investigation of the Phenomena.

Mediums are sppointed, on application, to visit the resd-

and leaders for  dences of Investizators in town and coumtry, sad bold seances.

e was as follows  —Conductor,
¥ ‘ St mainl &t
Miss Gamble,
Hitcheook ; Starand Banner
Mr. Herod ; Sea and

rector. Mrs. Red-
The leaders

Lecturers are supplied o address pablic mestings, o= all
phtases of the question, is London or the proviaces. Depatations ar=
avsilable to represant the ouuss on ISpoOTlANt oCCR=30DE.

The whole literature of the movement, amouniing W0
severs] thousand volumes, 35 lent Jrom the Lilewry 83 requir=d by

Stream, and River and readers in aay part of the country. Two volumes st aume, mz»:«.

the session fo 3 close. gm‘wxsum

—Spiritaslisn bas fallen into good bands beve, | A Museum of Spirit-Writings, Paintings, &e., is free 57

somam: ten volumes, three gainess per sonum: &fesn volames,

Subscribers are entitled to we the Reading Rooms. On
| the sabde are perisdicals fromm all parts of the world and o all hagnaazes
| in which the mnvestigation is pursued.

In the list of pro- | ingpaction of the publc.

Bussowas-Frasess,
and seeens to be parsesd with desp

:

Local Representatives, in all paris of the comntry. in oomn-

o —

el in this ! pection with the Spiritual Institution, afford all pessible means of mvzs
annh:d ; | gatian to Inquirers.
| Investigators msy be introduced to Circles and Spiritasla:
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order | Al commumacstions to be addressed %o J. Bress, 15, Sentdampton
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in their own locaBties by spplvinz 10 the Seovetary.
Publishing Department. Books, publications, snd periodi-
cals—British, American, foreizn and colonial—are oo sale

2 Powe
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Ioadon, W.C.
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OF THE COMMITTEY OF THE AT :
LONDON DIALECTICAL SOCIETY,
TOGETIER WITH THE
EVIDENCE—ORAL AND WRITTEN—AND A SELECTION FROM THE CORRESPONDEXCE.
412 pp., Large Boo, Bowpd in Cluth, 150,
The Purchascrs of “ Human Nature” for November, 1872, price Sixpence, obtain a Certificate, on the
production of which they are entitled to the “Diaslectical Soclety’s Report” at HALP-PRICE 7s 6d.
postage Eightpence-Halfpenny extra.

 Human Nature” and the * Dialectical Society's Report™ seat to any addvess, post-free, on receipt of Fe, 9d,

“REPORT ON SPI

Tr1s work is the result of au investigution, extending over two years, by the following Committes, appoisied by the
Coundl of the Disrecricar Bocrery:

(. Atkinson, Evy., F.GS. Gipattan Gesry, Yy, | C. Busell Boberta, Bsq., Vi, D.
g. Wheutley Bennets, Esq, Fibert lhmubi Esq. | Williaen ¥Volckman, E«l"
1. 8, Berghoim, By, C.E. Jenner Gulo Hillier, ¥aq, | Morace 8. Yentimus, Bwy,
Charles Beadlnugh, Eag. Mrs, J. G. Billier. Creare Cary, ¥aq, ¥A.
G. Fenton Cambroni, Esg., M.D. Heory Jeffery, Yiq. | B W Cox, Fony, Seriesnt st Law.
Rev. C. Muurice Davies, D15, | Albert Kisch, Fag., ML.E.CS, H. 1. Sencken, V., Burrider-at Saw.
D. 1. Dyte, Esq., MULCS, Jomeph Maurion, Fs, 3. H. Lewy, ¥y
Mrs. D. K. Dyt Jeane L. Meyers, Eug. | WM, Bwepstons, Fg,
James Edsnunds, Esq., M.D. B, M. Moss, Fay, | Alfred K. Walleew, Be, F.RGE.
$irs. Bdmunds. Babert Quelch, Esy., C.E. dozai Webher, .
James Gannon, Esq. Thomas Heed, K.

Professor Huxiey and Mr. George Henry lewis, Tiq., @ be invited W coopersta,

Minute Reports are given of the experiences of sub-commitices, d:‘:riv.ed from the general Connunitiee, who were for
many months engaged in the investigation *of thc_ p}.v:non’lfma without the aid or presence of any professional
mediom ;” and the greater part of these members of Committees “ commenced their nvestigations in an avewedly
soeptical spirit.” These reports corroborats cach vther, and embody the following s ynopsis of phenomens obtained - —

L. Sounds of a very varied character, apparently prrmnling fmm articles 4_)[’ furmture, the Boor and walls of the
room—the vibrations acevmpanying which sounds are often distinetly pereeptible to the touch—oeenr without being

uced by muscular action or mechanical contrivance.

I1. Movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or adequate exertion of
muscular fores by the persons present ; and frequently without contact or connection with any person.
I11. These sounds and movements often occur at the times and in the manner asked for by persons present, and by
means of a simple code of signals answer questions and spell-out echerent communications.

During the course of a long series of sittings the Committee obtained evidences, arguments, and experienees from

the following persons :—

Mrs. Emime Hardings. Mr. George Childs. { 3r. Cromwell ¥, Varley. Mr. Gloves.

Mr. B. D. Jencken. . Mr. Joha Junes. Mr. T, Bhorter. ‘ Lond Lindaay.

Mrz. Honeywootd. | Mz and Mra. Boweroft. Mr: M. Eyre. ' Mis=s Donsghuss,

The Hon, Mrz, —. . Lord Borthwick, Mr. Lowenthal. : M. Chevalier.

Mr. T. M, Simkiss, | Mis Jones. Mr, Hockley. Miss Ange Blackwell
Mr. Edward L. Blanchard Mr. J. Bumns, Mr. D. 1. Home, Mr. Percival

Mr. J. M. Bpear. Mr. T. Sherratt. Mrs. Cox. My, Hain Frisz=ll
Mr. B. Coleman. Miss Houghton. Sigaor Dazoiang, Mr. Willizz Faulkser,

The statements of these witnesses are given at length, embracing an accurate deseription, amplified by eross-
examination, of some of the most remarkable phenomena which have been witnessed, This imporfant evidence may
be thus summarised :—

1. Thirteen witnesses state that they have seen heavy bodics—in some instances men—rise slowly in the air, and
remain there for some time without visible or tangible support.
. 2 Fourteen witnesses testify to having scen hands or fingers, not appertairing to any human being, but Yife-like
in appearance and mobility, which they have sometimes touched, or even grasped, and which they are therefore convineed
were not the result of imposture or illusion.
3. Five witnesses state that they have been touched by some invisible agency on varions parts of the body, and
often, when requested, when the hands of all present were visible.

4. Thirteen witnesses declare that they have heard musical pieces well played upon instruments not manipulated
by any visible agency.
5. Five witnesses state that they have seen red-hot coal applied to the hands or heads of several persons without

ng pain or scorching.

6. Bight witnesses state that they have received precise information through rappings, writings, and in other ways,
the accuracy of which was unknown at the time to themselves or to any persons present, and which, on subsequent
m, was found to be correct.

7. Three witnesses state that they have been present when drawings, both in peneil and eolours, were produced
ﬁlo short a time, and under such conditions as to render human agency impossible,

8, Bix witnesses declare that they bave received information of future events, and that in some cases the hour and

-

- minute of their ocourrence bave been sccurately foretold days, and even weeks before.
- The work glso contains communications, letters, and statements from—

Mr. J. Edmunds, M.D., MR.CB. Mr, W. M. Wilkinson, My, Robert Chambers. Dyr. W. B. Carpenter.
"J‘ . D" i i D, Davey. Pr. Lackbart Robartaon. Mr. T AT r(,?::,p'g.
Mr, Shorter. Dr. Charke Kiod. Mr. C. Bradiaugh,
l Dr. Garth Wilkinson, Mr. Fusedulo. M. Leon Favee.
Mr. William Howitt, Mr. Bdwin Arnald. Mra. letitin Lewis.
' Tord Lytton, I Mr. J. Hawkins Simpson. | The Countess DBe Pomar.
<5 | Dr 7 Dixon. Mr. A, (Hendinning. M. Curgille Flamarion.
r. w H: Lewin ! Mr. Newton Crosland, Professor Tynéall, Mra. Gupps, &e., ke, &e.

-

The Werk i, or, an cgation of the strongest testimony in favour of the plenomena of Spirituclion that haz been
i w';/h”’z’ Mﬁtagg ’Zz in ew{y MZb’ Iz’bgary in the three king@oms, and for that purpose it may be ohtained ot half-




THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

JANUARY 10, 1873,

g

OBERT HARPER is prepared to LECTURE extempo-
raneously on the following S\ll)&\(‘tg‘ adapted to popular audience s :—
1. Spiritunlizm as tho Universal Scionce,
2. Spiritualism as the Science of the Soul.
3. Spiritunlism the Seientific Religion.
4. Inspiration—What is it ? :
5. 'The Loeality and Substantinlity of the Spivit-World,
G. Materialism to Spivitualism ; o, How I learnt that Men do not. Die.

Por Terms, apply to R. Hanver, Soho Hill, Birmingham.

NANTED, a Sitnation as HHOUSERKEEPER to a Single
Gentloman or Widower (where a Servant is kept), by a Lady, aroad
Twenty-pight, thoroughly domesticated aud fond of ehildren. — First-
class roferences.—Apply, by letter only, A. B, C., 15, Southampton Row,
London, W,

I

ADDINGTON TALL OF PROGRESS, 90, Old Church

Streot, Edgwara Road.  On Sunday next, a TEA-PARTY and

SOCTAL ENTERTAINMENT.  Tea at 415 pan, precisoly.  Tickots,
single, 1s.; double, s, 6d.  Admission after Tea, 2d.

HE “SHEPFIELD RADICAL” a Weekly Newspaper
dovoted to the interests of the Working Classes.  Single copy, by

post, 1&d.—Publishing Office, 63, Orchard, Sheffield.

FPHE S INTERNATIONAL HERALD.” The People’s Paper,
advocating © Liberty in Right—Equality in Law—Iraternity in

Interest.” Weekly, One Penny.—London: 7, Red Lion Court, Fleot
Street, E.C.

SEANCES IN LONDON DURING THE WEEK,

Fripay, Jaxvary 10, South London Association of ngrossive Spivitoalists, 24,
Lower Stamford Street, Blacktriars, at 7 pm. Visitors to write to I. M.
Taylor, care of Mr. Weeks, as above.

Suxpay, JAaNvARY 12, at Mr. Cogman's, 15, S8t. Peter’s Road, Mile End Road,
at 7 o'clock.

Moxpay, JANUARY 13, Developing Civele, at Mr, Cogman’s, 15, St. Peter's Road,
Mile End Road, at 8 o'clock.
Ball's Pond Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, 103, Ball's Pond
Road, Islington. Admission Free. Commence at 8 o'clock.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, Seance at Mrs, Maix’s, 821, Bethnal Green Road, at 9.
Admission Free.

Wxnxmlr‘s:n JANvany 15, Seance at Mr. Wallace’s, 105, Islip Btreet, Kentish

wi.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, Dalston Association of Inquirers into Bpiritualism .
Seance at their rooms, 74, Navarino Road, Dalston, E.,at 8 p.m. Par -

ticulars as to admission of visitors on application to the Secretary.

8t. John's Association of Spiritualists, 7, Corporation Roy, Clerkenwell,

Lecture by Mr. Cotter on * Matter and Spirit: their relations to Human

Existence.,” Tocommenoce at 8,50 p.m. Free,

SEANCES IN THE PROVINCES DURING THE WE EEK.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, KEIGHLEY, 10.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. Messrs. Shackleton
and Wright, Trance-Mediums, Children’s Progressive Lyceum at g
a.m,and 2 p.m.
SowersY Bringe, at Mr. W. Robinson’s, Causeway Head, Children’s
L 'ce;lvm, }iou.m. and 2 p.m, Public Meeting, 6.30 p.m. Trance-Medium,
. Wood.
BreAgLEY, Public Meetings, 10,30 a.m,, 2.30 and 6.30 p.m.
Medium, Mr. Illingworth.
Bowrning, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m, Hzall Lane, 2
and 6 p.m.
BowLING, in Hartley's Yard, near Railway Station, Wakefield Road, at
2.50 aad 6 o'clock.
MANCHESTER, Union Chambers, 15, Dickenson 8t., Mount 8t., at 2.30.
Cownms, at George Holdroyd's, at 6 p.m.
HAGG'S LANE Exp. 9 a,m,and 6 p.m. Trance-Mediums, Mrs. N. Wilde
and Mrs. R. Hudson,
GAwWTHORPE, Spiritualists’ Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m.
Bwift and J. Kitson, Mediums.
MogrLEY, Mr. G. Butterfield’s, New Scarboro’, Mrs. J. A. Butterfield,
medium, at 6.30.
" HALIFAX, at the Stannary, 2.30 and 6.30. Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Wood,
Trance-Mediums.
NOTTINGHAM, at My, Gilpin’s Rooms, Long Row.
at 9.45 a.m. and 2 p.m. Public meeting at .30 p.m.
OsserT ComdMoN, WAKEFIELD, at My, John Crane’s, at 2 and 6, p.m.
Healing and Trance-speaking Medium, My, Johu Crane.
BisHor AUCKLAND, at Mr. Fawcett's, Waldron Street, at 6 o'clock. Notice
is required from strangers,
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, at Freemasons' Old Hall, Bell's Cowrt, Newgute
Street, at 8 p.n.
Graseow Association of Spivitualists. Public Meeting at 6.30 p.m,.
at 164, Trongate,
BipyminGHAM, at Mr, Down’s, 42, Aston Road. Trance and Test at
7 o'clock. Also on Tuesday and Thursday Evenings, at 8 o'clock.
Liverroor, Public Meetings at the Islington Assembly Rooms, at 2,50
and 7 pom. Trance-medinms from all parts of England, &o.
MoNDAY, JANUARY 13, Hurr, 42, New King Street, at 7.30.
TuesDAY, JANUARY 4, KerGuLey, at 7.30 p.m., at the Lyceum,
Medinms, Mrs, Lucas and Messrs, Wright and Shackleton.
GAWTHORPE, at Mr, J. Mevcer's, at 7.30 p.m. Medium, Miss A. Mercer.
Sowerpy Bripee, at Mr. W. Robinson’s, Causeway Head, 8 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, BowLiNg, Spiritunlists’ Meeting Room, 8 p.m,
HAGG'S Laxe Exp. at 7.30 pom.  Trance-Mediums, Mrs, N, Wilde and
Mrs. R, Hudson,
Morney, Mr. G, Butterfield’s, New Scarboro’, at 7.50,
OssErr CoMMoy, at My, John Crane’s, at 7-80, Healing and Trance-
medium, Mr. Jolin Crane,
GLASGOW Association of Spirvitualists.  Weekly Conference, at 8 p.m.,
at 164, Trongate,  Circle-room opett to members and inguivers, at 8 p.m,
on othier evenings,
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, BowLixg, Hall Lane, 7.30 p.m,
GAawTHoRPE, Spiritualists® Meeting Room, a Developing Circle, at 7.30,
West Harrneroor, Seance at Mr. Hull's, Adelaide Street.
BIsHOP AUCKLAND, abt Mr, Faweett's, Waldron Street, at 8 o'clock, Notice
is mmirml from sIangers, ;
NuwoeAsrne-ox-Tyxg,  Old Freemasons' Hall,
Street, Seauce at 7.0, bl o
¢ cusny 17, Livenroor, Weekly Conforence, at Mrs, Bohw's, Cale-
an“‘(lﬂ;?xxlu‘:l:dl‘ll':'nlllul,-x";uwo Hotel, 6, Stafford Strec, ab 5 p.,

Trance

Mrs, 8. A,

Children’s Lyceum

Trance-

Bell’s Cowrt, Newgate

LONDON : Printed and Puhlished by JAMES

M N I T I N E .
DARLOW'S NEWLY-IMPROVED PATENT
MAGNETIC SKEUASMA APPLIANCES,
For Spinal and Liver Complaints, Nervous, Eronchial, and Rheumatic
Affections, and the Prevention of Sea-Sickness, Small pox, Cholera, and

Fover,

DARLOW AND €O, INVENTORS AND PATENTEES,
(3, Nowrn Woorwicn Roap, Loxnox, L.
Tamporary City Dopdt—20, Farringdon Street, E.C.
Ilustrated Pamphlets post-free.

A (i

R. COGMAN, EBreerro-Maanerie IHeaver, will see
PATIENTS, from Ten till Two o%lock daily, at his msidonce,

15, St. Peter's Road, Mile End Road. Persons visited at their own
residences.  Sunday Evening SEANCES at Seven o'elock ; contribution
voluntary., DEVELOPING CIRCLE on Monday Evenings, at Eight
o'clock ; 4s. por month, paid in advance. Lessons given in Psychological
Scienes, One Guinea.

., A Al
SENIER'S ASTHMA REMEDY NEVER TAILS.
SOLI) wholesale by Newbery and Sons, 37, Newgate Street,

Londoen ; and Raimes, Blanshards, and Co., Leith Walk, Edinburgh,
General Agent for Great Britain, M. J. Sutherland, Burnley, Lancashire,
who on receipt of 2s. 9d. will send a box prepaid. Sole proprieter
Alfred Senier, Pharmacist, Mazomanie, Wis., United States.

YCHOPATHIC INSTITUTION, for the Cure of Diseases,
254, MARYLEBONE RoAp. JOSEPH ASHMAN, Principal.

‘ATESSRS. HERNE and WILLIAMS, Spirrr-Meprums, beg

to inform investigators that they are at home daily fo give
PRIVATE SEANCES from 12 o'clock noon till 5 p.m. They are also
open to receive engagements for Private Seances in the Evening,
either at home or at the residence of investigators. —Address, 61, Lamb’s
Conduit Street, Foundling, W.C.

RS. JENNIE HOLMES'S (late of New Orleans, La., U.S.A.)
SEANCES, for Musical, Physical, Trance, Inspirational, and
Materialisation Manifestations, will be held every MoNpAY, TUESDAY,
WEDNESDAY, and THURSDAY Evenings, at her reception rooms, No. 16, Old

'Quebec Street (two doors from Oxford Street), Marble Arch, W., at

Eight o’clock; donation,5s. Private Sittings, for Business and Medical Con;
sultations, from One to Four o’clock p.m. same days; fee, One Guinea.
Strangers, investigators, and non-believers especially, are invited to
attend, to “Prove all things and hold fast to that which is good.”
—Her powers as a Medium have been the subject of wonder and
comment throughout the United States, Canada, and Central America.
gler Setr:‘cégrsements are from some of the most prominent gentlemen of
e States.

MRS. JULIA B. DICKINSON (from the United States),
CrLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN AND MaGNEric HeArkr, invites all who
are Sick to test her marvellous powers of Diagnosis and Curing
Disease. All forms of human ailment undertaken, and everything
curable cured. Psychometric Delineations of Character given, and the
spirit-friends of visitors seen and described. Terms reasonable. Con-
sultations free. Business hours, 9 till 6.—Addvess, 101, Southampton
Row, London, W.C.

A LIONNE, L.D., Trance, Puysicar, &c., Mepruar, holds

Bi-weekly SEANCES at 16, Mount STrEET, New Road, E. Sunday,

at 6.30 p.m.; Wednesday, at 8 pm.  Admission, 1s. Circles attended
by appointment.

ISS HUDSON, Nonyar, CLAIRVOYANT, AND PROPHETIC
Mzepiuy, RECEIVES Visitors daily (Sundays excepted), from
Twelve till Six o'clock, at her residence, 17, Castle Street, Wells Street,
Oxford Street. Terms, Five Shillings each Visitor. Questions answered

by Letter; terms, One Guinea.
B, RS. OLIVE, Traxce Meprvm for Test Communications

from Spirit. Relatives and Friends; also for the Cure of various
Diseases by Spirvit-Maguetism and Prescriptions.—49, Belmont Street,
Chalk Farm Road, London, N.W.

MAD.-\ME LOUISE (from New York), Mepican, Cramr-

vovant, and Hearixg Meprea (holds a Diploma from the New
York Medical College and Women's Hospital), ATTENDS PATIENTS
and GIVES SEANCES at the Residences of Patients, or at her Recep-
tion Rooms, 33, Percy Sireet, Tottenham Court Road.

1\ ISS GODFREY, CurativEe MESMERIST AND RUBBER.

Clairvoyant Examination and complete Dingnosis, 21s.: Mes-
merising and Rubbing, One Guinea per Week and Travelling Expenses.
—Miss GoprreEy may be seen by appointment at 161, Hampstead
Road, N.W.

D‘[RS. AYRES, Quanmerep Mipwrre, ITearixg axp Mag-
NersiNGg Mepivar 16, MouNT Streer, Now Road, E.

1\/[ RS. MARSHALL, Prorurerrcar, axp CLAIRVOYANT
Mepivnm, RECEIVES at her residence, 29, Shivland Road, Maida
Hill, W.—Privato Seances. 10s. and 5s. each.

1\‘ RS, WALLACE, Hrarning Muprvar, 105, Islip Street,
Kentish Town, ATTENDS PATIENTS, either at her own house or
at their residences.

TA‘.\[ES V. MANSPIELD, Test-Medium, Answers Sealed
¢)  Letters, at 361, Sixth Avenue, New York, US.A.  Torms, One
Guinea. Letters may bo left with J. Burys, 15, Southampton Row,

| with ad. for postage.

BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.



