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Fir s t  N iu iit .
The Chairman : Having boon req m -ted  by the coiim iittoe and the 

debiuers to occupy the chair th is o w n in g , I m ay say that 1 com ply  
*i: ’io request with some pleasure. Tho subject to  bo brought before 
; i - vxing considerable interest, and  it is  in  th e  ban ds o f  gentlem en  

I ci. sure, whichever side they take, w ill endeavour lo  do it justice. 
Ofc«iiv, as chairman, my duty is sim ply  to  know n oth in g  whatever  
il-.‘ the iiiaiter lo be brought before you  ; and T shall try to keep my 
B/.diperfect blank, and know noth ing un til I hear what these gentlo- 
13"! lure to say. The rules that have been la id  dow n for the conduct 
of tip debate are very few and sim ple. I t  is to occupy two evenings this 
r  i I to morrow, and each even ing it  is to last two hours, Mr. 
Bndiaigh and Mr. B urns occupying that tim e in strict and equal 

inn, the first hour being d iv ided  into halves, and the second into  
'Sorters. The right of addressing tho m eeting is to be confined strictly  
blf-vrs. ISridlaiigh and B urns, the debaters, and to the chairm an on 
points ot nrder. The decision o f  the chairm an to be final on any ques- 

'' d-r that may arise. In ca llin g  on M r. Uradlaugh to  open the  
atji*. I m-ed hardly go through (lie form of introducing him to you. 
H* j* far better known to you  than lie is to m yself, and .1 am sure you  
rlii accord him that attention and  courtesy that you  are so often  in the 
lab;! i,: dung. I may add, on behalf o f  M r. B urns, that ho appears 
W  before you alm ost a s a  s tr a n g e r ; and perhaps oven a larger meed 
| f c. . ’ -j and attention is due to him  on that account. M r. Uradlaugh 
fal now address you for h a lf an hour.

Mi:. B k a d la c o i i ’s F i r s t  S p eech .
Mr. UuADr.Atdir: In  th is debate, pu rp ose ly  loft open in its w ording ■ 

to afford each disputant the fu lles t fa c ility  for stating  his view s on 
wd'-ru .Spiritualism, I shall seek to raise, so far as is possible in a brief 
controversy- like the present, tw o questions for consideration— one, Is 
kre; mure than one existence? and second. W hat do wo know o f the 

hie? My object w ill be to sh ow  that there is on ly  one substance, 
lcr ws only know this substance in its phenom ena. T hat for the  
pb'-rormion human being, as for the phenom ena m ountain , tree, river, 

llogical io  m aintain  th e  existence o f  th e  a ttrib utes or  
hy which vve d istinguish  tho one from  the other, after the 

eo»'v, «>: 'lie particular phenom enon d istinguished  by such attributes.
1 1 undcrsland modern Sp iritism , or Sp iritua lism , r igh tly , its advocates 
wst'nd for the continued existence, w ith  consciousness o f  identity , o f  

.. the spirit of every individual after  ev eryth in g  by w hich  we have been 
>.') recognise the individual has c learly  ceased, and the substance of 

frbicij ii.nl individual was a m ode is e ith er  en tire ly  incognisab le, or is 
< '■ 'P - " 'I  under co n d itio n s- as, for exam ple, o f  decom position  into the 

i .n o r g ,o r  entire, or partial, absorp tion  by oth er  animal.-; which  
ibility o f  any adm ission  o f  continued  existence on the  

|  part of llm individual. I f  I am  iri error here, 1 shall be pleased l.o be 
KrrHwJ by Mr, Burns. And I m aintain  that the burden o f explain ing  

i sI iirii din.-ii-y psychological phen om en a does n o t rest upon 
i: 1' is for those who —d en y in g  the p h y sio lo g ica l m echanism  of

pwychoJogic.il phenom ena—choose to  describe som e phenom enon as 
T ‘" ' f  to pre-cut the proofs e n tit lin g  them  to so  describe it. I 
•**»’»" for this debate that the S p ir itu a lis t affirms the existence of  
*diiiirjft imriiaferial entity , un influenced and  uninflueiicoable by Ihe 
fciidi'iona which affect the hum an body. H ero, too , I shall he glad lo ,
, '■■■■'■'i-d, if in error. W h eth er  or n o t th is  a lleg ed  en tity , which.

of calling spirit, I  w ill for  a m om en t call x ,  is affirmed by 
w - n l . v ,  for all anim als, or o n ly  for m ankind, I  am unaware. If 
5 inriihsl to human kind, 1 sh a ll be p leased  l.o hear the iv.v on ,
, a'v-, h-1...,■milling this lim ita tion . In  sp eak in g  o f  the laws of life, , 

observed order. T h e  science o f  l ife  w ould be the

record of such observed order of ph<- .-. . - ;,-i in t|j'-.ir iuvnri ibl'j 
coexistence or sequence. B y  “ l i f e -1 1 mr-.-m “ that DsP, of an or-' u.i ;"1 
body in which all th organs perform their individual and collective 
functions. H ealth is that slate of an orga- i 'I body in which all the 
organs perform their individual and collective funetfo:.*-. mid perform 
them well. Disease is that slate of an organis-d hod . in which one or 
more of the. organs lai!s, or lull, to p rio.-m .1 , i uu'-tiou or 1 he-ir functions, 
or lo perform well. Death is that slalo of an organ is d body in which 
all the organs have ceased lo perform their function . ’ That, is, 1 m-an 
by life Ihe I o la lily  of individual fnnclional net;vitv. There is, of eon -se, 
under Ibis definition, vegetable and animal life. One feature to which 
I desire to draw the attention of my anlagoni I. is, I. bat th- q- antitv and 
quality of life in each individu;.1. plant, or animal is variable at different 
stages o f its existence ; is, in truth, subject to augmentation and d im i 
nution. 1 subm it that the recognition of this mutability is utterly 
opposed lo  any conception of immortality. 1 cent'-nd that life is not 
an entity or a special principle, but a result ; that, life -that is, living  
organism is not the opposite o f what, is called non-livin'! substance,but 
is a developm ent o f it, and is again resolvable into it by deterio 
ration; that the life of ariv given organism is the sum of the life of 
its individual parts; that there was a period of the earth’s existence 
when there was no life, and that life is found constantly increasing in 
growth or developm ent. I  make no pretension to advance positive 
opinions as to th e  nature of life-force. 1. am not aware whether any 
claim  w ill be made in this debate for supernatural phenomena, but I 
desire at once to say that the word “ supernatural,” as applied to any 
phenom enon, is to me entirely without meaning. To me “ nature ” is 
another word for all possible conditioned existence. Should it happen 
that iny antagonist adopts the word supernatural, I  shall be pleased to 
bo favoured w ith the sense he intends to convey in its use. One living  
m odern Spiritualist, o f no mean reputation, maintains that “ man is 
com posed— 1st. O f an earthly or natural body, visible to us, and which, 
subject im m ediately after tho death-change to tho law s which govern in 
anim ate matter, rapidly decays. 2nd. Of a spiritual body, which 
pervades during earth-life the entire natural body, arid issues from it at 
the m om ent o f death, tird. Of a soul.” I f  this is tho opinion of Mr. 
B urns, l a in  prepared utterly to deny it;  if, however, his view as a 
Spiritualist is different, I shall bo obliged hy his clearly and distinctly 
explain ing it, so that I  m ay know what it is that he submits to us 
for discussion. I  w ill not dw ell at present upon the phenomena 
o f v ita lity  in plants, except, to remark upon the extreme difficulty 
in drawing tho line where tho anim al begins and the vegetable ends. 
W e  find iristancesof sexual vitality in plants, and we also find examples 

! o f ability  in  plants to capture, destroy, and feed upon animal life. 
I will take the forme o f conscious vitality. Here I allege that it 
is utterly im possible to distinguish, except as to degree of quantity 
and quality o f intelligence, between one anim al and another. By  

! “ in telligen ce ” I mean the totality  o f mental ability, and the results 
; o f tin: exorcise o f that ability. I  allege that tho quantity and quality 
j o f the intelligence o f each animal is variable at different stages 
! o f its existence, is ’subject to growth and decay : and I ask, if  “ sp ir it” 

should he pretended to bo identical, with “ inlelligene -,” wh -fh.t it loo 
. is u d m ill'd  to be subject to mutation, and if not, wh'-iv Ihe di-l inction  
1 is l.o be drawn ? I'creep! ion, .- ensation, is tin- foiindivl ion of intelligence  
i in all anim als. M em ory of perception also, common to all animals, is 
1 iiw s-c try  to  tho build ing up this intelligence. The ability to perceive,
; the ab ility  to recollect perceptions, varies, not only in different animals 

and am ongst different races of mankind, bul also  amongst different 
ind ividuals o f  tho same race, and in the same individual at different 
periods of his life. On what authority is it pretended that these con 
tinually-changing abilities, changing with tho c’mract r and slain of tho 
anim al, can be traced and identified as a  continued and permanent 
exi ,’onee aflor tho anim al has actually ora-'-d to < xi.-l? The same tirgu- 
m< nl m ight be applied to every other function of Ihe mind. I. would  
subm it that anim al vitality is a condition precedent and necessary to  
intellectual ability in the anim al. That with, the cessation of anim al 
vita lity  you have also not only the cesjutiou of intellectual activity, but
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the oessation of intellectual 1.: v. u  far M th* d w l indiv idual is 
concerned. Ordinarily it is imp >ssible to cmi -five tin p ssilulily 
of memory except as connected with tlio brain. IV.-ifuro on the 
brain temporarily destrms tin* ability to r*v< licet. In old a 
with an Mtfwblra brain, the memory is treacherous; yet. if 1 under 
stand modern Spiritualism rightly, while it a im 's  that tin- in 'line 
Tying ability of a diseased brain is Iv-ened, it actually claim* 
that the individual memory may continue ng* s a'i.-r the brain of 
the individual has not only utterly ceased to * \i-' a* that brain, buL 
may have possibly become in part combined with some other brain, 
engaged in men *~ying other sensilion.-. Kevertuii? now to the tir.-t 
point, 1 contend that ttiere is only one substanc’. With in * the word 
“ substance” is equivilent to the word "existence." We only know 
“ substance*” i:i Us modes or phenomena. We know that is, we 
distinguish -these phenomena from each other by their attributes. At 
tribute or property is that characteristic ns hardness, redness, bright 
ness, vitality, Ac. by which, or by more than one of which, we conceive 
or perceive anv g veil mode. 'I his glass is distinguishable by means of 
its hardness, brig . iu-ss, c i Id ness, whiteness, 4c. To a man, by > .nn* 
similar properties. and by others as life, intelligence, Ac . not Common
to the mode 1 call glass. The hors - has life, intelligence, distinguish- 
ing it from th> Ltla-s. and spec ally of extension and other qualities 
distinguishing it from the man. The tree lias life, but is distinguished 
from man, horse, and glass by other qualities or attributes—property, 
quality, attribute being us d in the same sense - modes arc ternporary, 
commenc. and finish. To us the duration of substance is eternal, that 
is, is illimitable. You can destroy the condition, or mode you call 
glass, man, hors, , tree, Ac., but science affirms that you do not, and 
cannot, destroy the substance ; you only resolve it into other inodes, 
which are cognisable by you. I shall wait on this head to hear the views of 
iuv opponent befo e ; o ibling you further. 11 may have been not iced that 
I have hitherto reiruined from utteri: g the word " matter. \ \  itli me 
the word "matter" is identical with the word " existence." I have not 
used it, because, unfortu* ately, some piers, ms assoeial .* it. as they do such 
words as " drag on.” “ witch,” “ fairy,” with notions which seem to me 
the verv reverse of correct. I lnve no objection to being called a Mate 
rialist, but 1 lave a great objection when matter is assumed to exist 
destitute of all force. I cannot conceive force except as property of 
matter. Matter is to me indestructible; its conditions change, not tho 
substance. Permit me t• ■ quote here, with slight change, the words of 
Dr. Maudsley, which certainly deserve consideration from Materialist 
and Spiritual.st alike: " What an unnecessary horror hangs over the 
word ‘Materialisin’ 1 It has an ugly sound, and an indefinite meaning, 
and is well suited, therefore, to be set up as a sort of moral scarecrow ; 
but if it.be closely examined, it will be found to have the semblance of 
something terrible, and to b; empty of any real harm. In the assertion 
that mind is altogether a function of matter, there is no more actual 
irreverence than in asserting that matter is the realisation of mind : the 
one and the other proposition being equally meaningless so far as they 
postulate a knowledge of anything more than phenomena. Whether 
extension be visible thought, or thought invisible extension, is a ques 
tion of ohoice of words, and not a choice of conceptions. To those 
who cannot conceive that any organisation of matter, however com 
plex, should be capable of such exalted functions as those which are 
called mental, is it really more conceivable that any organisation of 
matter can be the mechanical instrument of the complex manifestations 
of an immaterial mind? It is strangely overlooked by many who 
write on this matter, that the brain is not a dead instrument, but a 
living organ, with functions of a higher kind than those of any other 
bodily organ, insomuch as its organic nature and structure far surpass 
those of any other organ. What, then, are those functions if they are 
not mental? ho one thinks it necessary to assume an immaterial liver 
behind the hepatic structure, in order to account for its functions. But. 
so far as the nature of nerve and the complex structure of the cerebral 
convolutions exceed in dignity the hepatic elements and structure, so 
far must the material functions of the brain excec-d those of the liver. 
Men are not sufficiently careful to ponder the wonderful operations of 
which matter is capable, or to relleet on the changes effected by it 
which are continually before their eyes. Are the properties of a 
chemical compound less mysterious essentially because of the fami 
liarity with which we handle them? Consider the seed dropped into 
the ground : it swells with germinating energy, bursts its integuments, 
sends upwards a delicate shoot, which grows into a stem, putting forth 
in due season its leaves and flowers. And yet all these processes are 
operations of matter, for it is not thought necessary to assume an im 
material or spiritual plant which effects its purposes through the 
agency of the material structure which we observe. Surely there are 
hsr_-exhibited properties of matter wonderful enough to satisfy anyone 
of the powers that may be inherent in it. Are we, then, to believe that 
the bighest'and most complex development of organic structure is not 
capable of even more wonderful operations ? Would you have the 
human body, which is a microcosm containing all the forms and powers 
of matter, organised in the most delicate and complex manner, to 
possess lower powers than those forms of matter exhibit separately in 
nature ? Trace the gradual development of the nervous system through 
the animal series, from its first germ to its most complex evolution, 
and let it be declared at what point it suddenly loses all its inherent 
properties as living structure, and becomes the mere mechanical instru 
ment of a spiritual entity. In what animal or in what class of animals 
does the immaterial principle abruptly intervene and supersede the 
agency of matter, b-coming the entirely distinct cause of a similar, 
though more exalted, order of phenomena? The burden of proving 
that the D c u s  e x  m a c h i n d  of a spiritual entity intervenes somewhere, 
and where it intervenes, clearly lies upon those who make the assertion 
or who need the hypothesis. They are not justified in arbitrarily fabri 
cating an bypothes s entirely inconsistent with experience of the orderly 
development of nature, which even postulates a domain of nature that 
human senses cannot take any cognisance of, and in then calling upon 
those who reject their assumption to disprove it.” I shall in this 
opening entirely refrain from denying or admitting any of the alleged 
phenomena sometimes put forward by Spiritualists. I leave it to the 
advocate of Spiritualism to put forward any matters of fact he may 
think wise, reserving to myself the right of dealing with these as they 
are advanced.

M n. B i n s-  - I'm -1 m -i .i , n.
M r. Ill i;x- I have  to  cra v e  from  oim  I, end w ho lias i .* 

d e b ite , a n d  als i I'ruiii y o u rse lv es , som e huh* i n d e i g . '» T  m
lucr ilia* this is the first time I have ever stood in a s l i m i
ill.i' which I occupy on tho present o cc»•> on. J ham 1. . i , 1 '
in debate, mid what is more to tbo parpen*.** us regud- . . . /  'I'1"'-1, 
on the pr -ent occasion, J am a hard-working man. J j ' 11
out, there is a certain amount expected from m* , ami ti, ,*’ j ,4 ,'i . 
Come what will. Under these circum stance 1 conn- t., '!'•"■
not us n philosopher, not us a man with a -.-.steiii, but. a- *' u. ,
be. n observing facts. 1 am going to re nte i j, .- • f o->* to . , . .
say also at the beginning, tint it ih from no-;,irit of je , ,i . i ’ ' ’
to Air. Brudlaugh that I am liere- it is -imply b m ’
anil even though lie should prove to b** the b -t m n hv r, 7 ’’ 
yet feel it my duty to come, here, not |.»r my own t i c .  ... 
to stand up n Ins neck to elevate myself, but , lor !■,.•.
advancing the truth; and if 1 do ad nine? that tr *1, jtl 
little degree, i  shall feel recompensed for any i: o ig n /v ,  for L , 
or fo r  a n y  overthrow that mav befall me in th.n <1 o
are going to speak of a spiritual state of e.v»h-ne.», 
facts respecting it. We cannot gather the evid.-i.c -of to - ... 
of existence from the ground which our friend has g o n i - • 
wish to understand the natural history of the vertebrate, *
find it by going down amongst, the m o l l n - ; we mu--* 
development of nature where the phenomena are to is- >.,1, . '
are to prove our position. Now it will be in order f, 
introduce to your notice some of those discoveries which 
made by Spiritualists, to tell you some oi the methods w . 
adopted for the purpose of getting at the results; but 
place it might be well to tell you some of those r< suit-, f . ,r 
of establishing three propositions, these three prop -;* ons’ 'v 
accordance with tHe already ascertained nature of mu. 
material universe in which he is placed. The first pro- - - ’ 
that man has two conditions of life; he has a phr-icaj . *
of life and a psychical condition of life. The second n- 
grows out of it—namely, that death is a sunderat - ■ of ; . . ,  ; 
of life. The third proposition is, that under certain c or d;- 1
who have sundered themselves from the physical condoV V ‘ 
are capable of communicating with those yet in !!.<* plvsicr. '
N o w  I th in k  th e  g rea t bu lk  o f  w h a t is demanded br > -m . 
in  th e ir  in v e st ig a tio n s  is in co rp o ra ted  in  thos- three pre.v-’-V .”'1' 
m ay bo a  v ery  lo n g  w a y  on  in  th e  d eb ate  before I  pretend ■ 
th em  u p  lo g ic a lly  in  e v er y  resp ect, a n d  it may be that I  tsxv * 
th is  p la tfo r m  fa ilin g  to  d o  s o :  a n d  y e t , who know- but tha* ' 
p r o p o s it io n s  m a y  be tru e  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  iny inability? I "V ~ 
p ro fess a n y th in g , b u t in  th e  first p la ce  I  w il l  begin by introducing • ■ ’ 
som e o f  th o se  ideas th a t  w i l l  te n d  to  sh ow  that there is a bore ’ 
O u r fr ien d  in  l iis  rem a rk s h a s  sp o k en  o f  the fact that tht ' 
o f  l ife  r u n  in to  ea ch  o th e r , a n d  so  y o u  m ay expect that if tbsre ;V* 
g ra d e  o f  l if e  a b o v e  th e  p h y s ic a l grade , i f  there is a psychical 
l ife , th e r e  m u st be so m e  c o m m o n  g r o u n d  upon which the p-m ied j- 
th e  p sy ch ic a l u n ite . J u st as o u r  fr ien d  has poin ted  out that it’is ;• - 
s ib le  to  sav w h ere  v eg eta b le  l if e  en d s a n d  anim al life begins, Ta - 
im p o ss ib le  to  sa y  w h er e  in te ll ig e n c e  b eg in s to dawn in the a; 
w o r ld , so  it m ay  be a lso  im p o ss ib le  to  say  w h ere the line is to he d.-av- 
b etw een  th e  p h y s ic a l  a n d  th e  p sy ch ic a l. A s the great stoek-in-tr.f 
w ith  a ll  ta lk ers u p o n  S p ir itu a lism  is  th e  sp ir itu a l manifestations. • - 
k ick in g  a n d  th e  k n o ck in g  o f  ta b les, i t  w i l l  therefore be my b-sir.-* 
to  c a ll y o u r  a tten tio n  to  th o se  m a tter s  : because we must have • 
beg in  u p o n , a n d  a fter  w e h a v e  g o t  th e  fa c ts  w e  shall try to at; ; - 
th e m . I t  w o u ld  p erh a p s n o t  be c re d ited  by y o u  i f  I  were to givevc 
so u ie  o f  m y  o w n  ex p er ien ces  as a co m m en cem en t, but I taav r--:er 
som e o f  th e  f in d in g s  o f  o th e r s  w h o  ha v e  investigated  this ncv.er. I 
h o ld  in  m y  h a n d  th e  R e p o r t  o n  S p ir itu a lism  o f  the Dialectical S 
u n d erta k en  by a  c o m m itte e  o f  so m e th ree  d ozen  lad ies and sen tie me:. r 
w h o m  M r. B r a d la u g h  w as o n e . T h e  fact I  w o u ld  call your alter.: 
is  that o f  th e  m o v in g  o f  a h eavy  tab le  a r o u n d  w h ich  eleven persons tv— 
c o m fo r ta b ly  s it ,  th a t ta b le  b e in g  m o v ed  w ith o u t physical contact oi ary 
k in d . T h e  p a r ties  p resen t k n e lt  u p o n  th e ir  chairs, w hich werepbcsdr.tr? 
in c h e s  from  th e  tab le , w ith  th e  backs o f  th e  chairs between then-sin- 
a n d  th e  tab le . In  th a t p o s it io n  th e y  p la ced  th eir  hands over the tail- 
fou r  in ch es  fro m  th e  su rfa ce , a n d  th u s in  the fu ll light of gas 
tab le  m o v ed  sev era l tim es . T h e n  th e y  rem oved  their  chairs three i::. 
farth er , a n d  p u t  th e ir  h a n d s b e h in d  th e ir  backs, and  they had the n T~ 
m e n ts  o f  th e  tab le  in th e  sam e w ay. H e r e  th ey  had a table raoTed wit: 
o u t an y  p h y s ica l c o n ta c t w h a tev er . T h ere  w as no “ matter," as our frieci 
w o u ld  u n d ersta n d  it, o r  as o u r  fr ien d 's  n o tio n s o f  m atter are capable - 
d e fin in g  i t ; th e r e  w as n o  “ m a t t e r ” betw een  anv volitional power 
that tab le  for  th e  p u rp o se  o f  m o v in g  it, a n d  y e t  m ost decidedly this: 
p la ce  : th e  tab le  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  p arties , n o  Sp iritu a list being preset” 
n o  p ro fe ss io n a l m ed iu m s b e in g  p resen t, but o n lv  those who were 
for th e  p u rp o se  o f  in v e st ig a tin g  th e  su b ject on  its  ow n merits. I m e-' 
ca ll a tten tio n  to  a  sh o r t  exp erim en t by Air. Crooks, w ho is notno.v: - 
a  S p ir itu a lis t  e ith er  : a t lea st, w h a tev er  h is  private, convictions may be. 
d o es n o t w r ite  a s  a  S p ir itu a lis t  in  h is  books. W e  hare nothing t. 
w ith  h is  c o n v ic t io n s  ; w e  have  o n ly  to  d o  w ith  h is  facts. He say- 
o n e  occa sio n  a  sm a ll p a r ty , o f  w h o m  M r. H o m e, the celebrated rati 
w as one, w ith  h im se lf , sa t ro u n d  a  tab le  in  tho lig h t. “ Mr. Homet-x- 
an  a cco rd io n  b etw een  th e  th u m b  a n d  m id d le  finger o f one hand j 
th e  o p p o s ite  en d  to  th e  k eys, M r. C rooks havin g  previouslv open? • 
th e  bass k ey .” T h ey  h a d  a  ca g e  pmt u n d er  the table o f wicker work.' 
keep; th e  a cco rd io n  from  b e in g  acted  on by an y  extraneous influence wb 
it  w as u n d er  th e  tab le , “  th e  cage b e in g  draw n from  under the table ; 
ju s t  to  a llo w  th e  a cco rd io n  to  be passed in  w ith  its keys dow n*-;” 
it  w as p u sh ed  back as c lo se  as M r. H o m e’s arm  w ould permit, H 
w ith o u t h id in g  h is  h a n d  from  those n ext to  him  (as shown in 
en g r a v in g ). V e r y  so o n  th e  accord ion  w as seen by those on each ?•>-* 
to  be w a v in g  abou t in  a  som ew h at cu r io u s m anner; then 
cam e fro m  it , a n d  fin a lly , sev era l n o tes were p layed in success'-'”: 
W h ils t  th is  w as g o in g  on , m y  assistan t w ent under the table,

! rep o rted  th a t th e  acco rd io n  w as expand ing  and contracting. -V 
th e  sam e tim e  i t  w as seen  th a t th e  hand o f  M r. H om e, by wb ;• 
it  w as h e ld , w as q u ite  s t i l l ,  b is  o th er  ban d  resting on the tab*1’- 
P r e se n t ly  th e  a cco rd io n  w as seen by those on either side
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about, o scilla ting  and g o in g  round and round  
to at the s*ine tim e. D r. A . B . n o w  look) d under  

' & °:1L d  PIs? n,1,at Mr. H om e's hand app eared  quit • s t ill, w hilst
T  ( t f *  t p i  \ Z t n r  about, em ittin g  d is t in c t  sounds. M r. H om e

» , «/V'Orui0»n in tho usual m anner in the cage, hi*■ns w vi|v- , nwjyrMi^11 1 1 | . 0 ^  a >
:r ^* : T fig tlu n(4jt t0  h im , and b is o th er  hand restin g  on the  
!f-; !-nct and separate n otes sou nd ed  in succ -s io n , and

d ‘ jave^, .ta  such a resu lt cou ld  o n ly  have been 
oiis keys o f  the in strum ent being noted upon inair

%'■ * j b y ' ’ this* was considered  by th ose  pr.-s :,t to  he n 
sueress- y ut ^  gPq Uel was s t i l l  m ore str ik ing , for M r. 

p ‘? ' t  d his hand a lto g eth er  from  th e  a  word! mi, tak ing it
^ t b r n reffl*L_e and placed it in the hand o f  the person next to  

tl inn ed  t o  p l» y , n o  p erson  to u ch in g  it ,
, ybr . ni.jr  it.’’ I have her - a sm a ll work by Serjeant Cox, 

; i f  read ■ few words. H e  says, referring to  th e  Sp iritua l 
^ jgh  *Jjj| are not facts, but d e lu sio n s And im p  istures, how  

s  single investigator o f  rep ute , aft :• p a ti-n t and honest 
* filled to be conv in ced  th a t  th e  phen om en a are real, or  

that he has d iscovered  a trick , and show n u how  
Well, h arin g  stated  the ph en om en a , a n d  su l >t n iat< d  

wav I suppose y o u  w ill c re d it  m e if I venture  
nd i:i b.-ingi- g t' -

•'aveSti<»ation in to  an o th er  d om ain  o f ! :fe than lh  ■ w hich  
.. -jaded in the category ad van ced  by tny an tagon ist. N ow , 
Um anifestations p ro d u ced ?  W e  have  a i : n  . - 

’ j rm circles, and th at th »y  use m ed iu m s. B u t w hat is a 
' i f  v -d what is a m edium  ? W h a t is th e  fu n ction  o f th e  one, 

jTthe philosophy o f  the o th er  ? A  sp ir it-c irc le  consists o f  a 
*  her of per - B it in g  round  a tab le ; it m ay  be a large  table  
**Tj,umher o f persons, or  it m ay be a  sm a ll tab le w ith  a  sm all 
U y  rsoas. They place th e ir  h an d s lig h t ly  u p o n  the top  o f  file  
»v remain there ch a ttin g , it m ay be, or  s in g in g , or lau gh in g , 
* lust as tb

to  bu ild  i.n 
a”gum«-nt I

colt.; m s 
fTiA ;rW.
which
am ount

H u e  
u es t

TV

. 1 going  
om ■ ul ,

111!

or 9h-
our

clairvoyant nflbrd' us ■
?" W h y , I

dark

our circie is 
ind» upon it
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end o f it. Now, ] 

can give us r 
IJirit-circle in  th

Perhaps w u  wii 
may, l>y going into the dar 

uplift lhot I cannot get without going  
ro into  in - dark w ith our spirit-ei; 

by so d )ing, 
sitters sit round the table w ith their

is there to make obs-rvatioii.-. W j,at 
• there it a pecu liar  light ar,

sitters, sim ilar to tlm t which rb .;, from t..,
The lig h t is co in in g  from the various organs S  
o i trom the tips o f  the lingers, from the 
form ing in n lialo round eae i sitter, 
called a harm onious circle, it tn -re  i 
am ong the sitters, these various ligh ts  
toii'M the other, until there is a ciTuiri o; i :ght 
<i a ll the sitters. W hat i.ave you t ; \Vi 

lii'.g' e* ; you  have a ll tlte various lii.;ruo';rs o;*

from the 
■■r, fie it ion

weight a 
what inform ation h 
Supposing we hold
w ill the el 
the dai
ing the 
then , let us 
any knowlec 

ters si 
ant 
oh-

•II.

w-ll

poles o f th e  
o f  the pow er  

•, and a certain  
: the clairvoyant 

the spi .'-c ircle .
' .uoruiation  

v. H bj go into

“i ii we c  -n gu'n 
iu tbe dark: the
and toe cLairvoy- 

s the clairvoyant
from  caefe of the

It
-om  I,:.- lip -, and  
- circ! .- a iat is 
eo. ■ - . •, „*y

• ; Oue ,J. , :u w ill 
- ,n.' t . r,.'ads

you : ■ a ] vin2

c:r.-;e joined to-

[u_  _ ___j  p lease, for  a  cer ta in  nu m ber o f  m in u te s;
for bourn, it  m ay be fo r  e v en in g s; it m ay ex ten d  over  w eeks 

' . but sooner or later  these  m an ifesta tion s com m ence. T hose
' '  • -d v  m edium istic have the m an ifesta tion s r ig h t a w a y ; those

'  ■ • so modiumistic som etim es find it  necessary  to  ch an ge th e ir
'• '  they get a proper com b in ation  o f  tem p eram en ts in to  th e  c ircle ,
! ' V- the m anifestations m ay take p lace. I  have read to  y o u  what
* ^ T L„;fatfations are. I  have read to  you  th e  fact o f  tables b e in g  e levated , 
y f  ljvM.rd ions being p layed  w ith o u t p h y sica l contact o f  any kind w hat- 
'  -- -he one case we see th'- exercise  o f  fo r c e ; in th e  o th er  case we

- iiaibition o f in te lligen ce , because I  th in k  it w ill  be granted that
. is necessary to  p lay  a tu n e  even u p o n  an  accord ion . N o w  we

^  jc^rwcr that in sittin g  at th is  tab le the w ill-p o w e r  o f  th e  sitters  has a
. :„J of infiuer.ee upon th e  m o v em en ts o f  th e  tab le . I  h ave m ot 

ju -a ter  o f persons w h o h a re  sa id  th a t th e y  w ere ab le  to  co n tro l  
-f_-:;.ts of the table by th e ir  w ill-p o w e r . A ga in , y o u  ask ques- 
; ± e  spirit that is su p p o sed  to  be m o v in g  th e  table, and  you  

j j . v . t question w ill be answ ered  in  a  certa in  w ay, and  to  be sure  
i -, : j-.;vers the question  as y o u  decid ed . In  th e  extract from  the  

t v . ■ ai v.-ciety’s R eport, to  w h ich  I  have a llu d ed , we find th at th e  com - 
3 .::-: desired that the tab le  sh o u ld  m ove in  certa in  d irection s, and the  

i i :uOve a? desired. H ere, th e n , is  a v ery  cu riou s fact, nam ely, 
tha- -.-';'i gentlemen, and I  su p p ose  th ere  w ere la d ies am on g  them , 
r; i a t a table, n o t ov.e o f  th em  to u c h in g  it , and  y e t th a t
table '• i according to  th e ir  expressed  w ish . W h a t have w e go t
l:-r? 'Ve have the ex isten ce o f  th e  p sy ch ic a l pow er that I  
claim I: is not a p h ysica l pow er, but a p sy ch ica l pow er. I f  I
pat m- hands under th e  tab ic  and  l if t  i t  in  a  m ech an ica l w ay, i t  is 
physisd power; you  see th e  bon e and  m u scle , and  a ll that k ind  o f  

. j .  Bjt if I  stand aw ay from  th e  table, a n d  w i l l  th a t the table shall 
it'? , or if any number o f  tnen a n d  w om en  stand ro u n d  th e  tab le and  
v ’ that it shall m ove or sh a ll n o t  m o v e , or  sh a ll m ove so m any tim es  
to: v. a certain poin t, w h at is it that m oves th e  table, gra n tin g  that
it j  ev  will-power? H ave I  n o t  in  th a t exp erim en t d i-co v ered  new  

‘ os that are en tire ly  beyond a n y th in g  tuat m y antagon ist recog- 
t-t = i This is the first p o in t, th en , that w e have  to  estab lish — the  
K -''r--o -f one psych ica l fu n ctio n . W e  see here  an o th er  k in d  o f  
-v . work. B ut th en  w hat is it  th a t m oves th e  ta b le?  H o w  can we 

•' - i'- ? H ow  can we ex p la in  i t?  I  h o ld  a l it t le  m agnet in  m y  
■Wd-tod I would ask an y  g en tlem a n  w h at it  i3 th a t  cau ses th e  m agnet 
’ ' ' -sjend its armature ; and  to  th is  arm atu re , by m eans o f  a  hook, I  
* ’• * -yfcin three pou nd s’ w e igh t. W h a t is it  th a t suspends the three

- w :ght ? I have peru sed  m any lectu res on  m agnetism , but I  
lound any professor abie to  ex p la in  to  m e Low that arm ature

•••pBnded. I t  w ill be sa id  that it  is th e  m a g n etic  c u r r e n t ; b . . .
-  -be magnetic current ? T h e  lec tu rer  says it  is so m eth in g  that causes

- ’■<> move in acerta in  w ay tow ard s a certa in  p o in t near
. n, . h im , d id  h e  ev er  se ictism  ?

Btt'r.tior, o f m y antagon ist to  th e  fact th a t here is an e x b ib i'io n  o f  
-'ii'iiiiout “ m atter.” T h ere  is n o  agen cy  v isib le . I f  y o u  brit-2  tiio  
!,'»!.-:re ia contact w ith  th e  book, th ere  is n o  coh esion . W h y  is  it, 

•dm " ’ .-. w iil stick to  tii-.- m agnet, an d  w ill  not stick  to  th e  book ?
■ ■ r, as w ell as the o th er . A n d w h y  is it  th a t a  tab le w ill 

’'i'b  certain people s it t in g  ro u n d  it, an d  w i l l  n o t m ove w ith  
_ . nd it?  In  e th e r  wort -. v l  r that 

... [tirtin. a n d  th a t th e  boob is n o t  m ag , W hy  m
certain pet • s ittin g  rou n d  th e  tab le  a re  m ag n etic , a n d  that  

it  , ’x "  ' r  r/'-ooi- not in. ic ? Tiii* :s t:.-.- -.. : - - o n ,a n d
a C n a in g  s c y th in g  r esp ectin g  it , I  have sta ted  i t  fo r  y o u . I  lie  

• Hhing I ghalf call a tten tio n  to  is  a  s im p le  exp erim en t respecting  
^••W tureof tfmitmnri wjn.-k swafatina th e  mairnet. S u p p osin g  I put

ot the m agnet, th e  m ost s - n s i iv e  part iu : im j ii- t lc  ck 
oue end, just as I  have the arm.-.t r.v .. -.upp - nl- :, J:, 
sent the top  o f  a table, then you have the sp .rku al c i/c le -; • 
here, tw o sitters here, one here, and the m edium  p ec d h-tr 
are of the proper tem peram ents, then you  w ill assuredly have 
m anifestations, sp ir itu a l phenom ena. S o  m uch, th< .. 
w hich t heee m anifestations are produced. T he next • L a 
th is  fore-; com e from ? W  e read in  tLe t Ceport o : : nc Jj.u. ; .i t .  
a force sufficient to  b f t  00  lbs. was calculated  as beii g , . ■
purpose o f  keep ing  a table standing upon its edge and a he vv c 
pen d ed  o u t in to  th e  a ir, w ithout atiyti»i..g .r-.-riky keeping  
g o in g  to  th e  ground  again. W h ere  .did th is 9 0  lbs. o fe  
N ow , th ere  is  a lw ays force in operation  wl.ore there is a  living ..->:rian 
body or an y  other liv in g  body, and th is force is  capal

- rs
they  
■itual 
• d b y  
does

*• t i i i t  
j t  the

m

■of the force w h ich  su sta ins th e  m agnet, 
or it inagainst a book, or  a n y  o th er  object, and  piace  

t  ■ ‘ootu—a d.-nsely dark r o o m ; and  su p p o sin g  1 take in to  that 
1 what Baron Rehm enboeh c a lls  a  sen sitiv e , but w h at th e  S p ir it-  

^^ist e^Uj a  seeing m ed ium  or a ch iirvoyant. in tr o d u c e  any of th o se  
Il ';i - *, or s'-ei/ig m edium s, or c la irvoyan ts in to  th e  room  whero  
7 *  «uagnet is, and °tii'-v v, IU g o  r ig h t  up to  it , an d  p u t a  finger on  
q/ 1* :• ol W h y  is  th a t?  H a v e  th ey  cats’ e y e e ? D o
^ u - *■'- in the (lark ? I t  is a  fable th at cats d o  see in the dark, and  1 
j jk r j  not wonder if th ey  d id , for  we find that o th er  a n im a ls can see u 

***• dark hkewi&e. 'The c la ir v o y a n t cun see in  th e  dark, can see g

. under certain
co n d itio n s , o f being given  off In  fact, is  continually  being tnven 
off, and  it  depends upon certain excitem ents o f the nervous s vet cm as 
to  how  it sh a ll be given off, and as to the am ount in w hich it 
sh a ll be given  off. T he force w hich com es from  the various s.- y-s 
is capable o f  producing a fulcrum  that is sufficiently power:'A to  
m ove th e  table, as th is  m ovem ent is seen and proved to  take piace  
by th e  observation o f  those w ho are capable o f  seeing the operation, 
ju s t  in the very sam e w ay as you are able to stand and look at ar: engine  
at w ork. L et us ask how  it is that the hum an body its:-.:' is m oved?  
O ur friend  has ca lled  attentio'n to m atter, and he te lls  you that rorce is 
in m atter. N o w  I  w ant to  know w hat part o f  the m atter o f  the hum an  
body force is  in  th at enables m y hand to  lift  that m agnet ? I f  I  take  
the bone as the basic part o f  the organism , what part o f th e  bone is 
th e  force in  ? I  do n ot see that th e  bo: e o f  m y arm has any pow er  
w h atever  to  lift  that m agnet. W e ll,  but you  w ill say there are tendons  
attach ed  to  the bon es and , m uscles w h ich  contract, ar.d so form  a  lever  
to  lif t  th e  arm . T hen I  say w h at pow er has the m uscle got to  operate  
in th at w ay ? W hat force is there in  the m uscle ? I f  you had a basketful 
o f  it, how  m uch force cou ld  you  get ou t o f i t?  Y o u  w ill rep ly, 
“ IV.ere is  th e  nerve operatin g  upon the m uscle; these  bund les o f  
m uscle have got l it t le  filam ents and  nerves com ir.s from  the centre o f  
th e  nervou s system , and d iffusin g  them selves a ll over those bundles, 
and th ey  g iv e  the powc-r o f  co n tractility .” T hen I  say, W hat is 
there  in  the nerve to enable it to cause the m uscle to contract 
and to  m ove th e  bone, so as to  enable it to lif t  a w eight ?
“  O h,” it  w ill  be reiolied, “ thpre is in the nerve a peculiar fluid ca lled  
nerve aura. T his fluid is  an inv isib le  ether w hich flows from  the brain, 
goes a lo n g  th e  nerves o f  sensation from  the poin ts o f  the fingers, w here  
I  feel objects, and then  goes back a long  other nerves to  the organs that 
are to  be m oved , in  order to  accom plish  different actions.” T hen w hat 
is th is fluid, th is nerve eth er?  W h a t is th is  som eth ing  w hich the clair 
v oyan t sees as a halo hoverin g  round  a sp ir it-c irc le?  H as th is alm ost 
im m aterial som eth ing  g o t a ll the force, and have the m ore m aterial 
parts o f the organism  got n o  force w hatever? F or we find that 
those pa lpable, m aterial parts o f the body— any physio log ist w ill te ll  
you  th a t w hat I  say is tru e— have no pow er to m ove them selves 
an y  m ore than th is h a ll has pow er to m ove itself, any m ore than a 
lo co m o tiv e  engine has pow er to  m ove itse lf unless there is the pro 
p e llin g  in fluence o f steam . It is true that th is organism  has the  
pow er o f  d ev e lo p in g  a certain  am ount o f  steam, a certain am ount o f  
force, a certain  am oun t of that which adapts it to m ove ; but then, even  
granting  that th is  fore: w hich m oves the table is got from the bodies o f the 
sitters, and granting  that it is sufficient to m ove : he table, is it also  
sufficient to m anifest in te llig en ce?  W e  saw in the case of the accordion  
p lay in g  under the table w ithout any hand touching it, that th re was 
in te lligen ce . A n accordion was p layed  to  the strain of a w ell-know n  
tune, a n d  p layed  very perfectly . N o w , w h it would our c la irvoyant say 
to  that m atter? Supposing we bad a clairvoyant there, w hat w ould be 

served? T here w ou ld  be a  psychical org  
accord ion , an organism  just ae ;• -r; • as the one y o u  see now , made up ot 
those e lem en ts that you  d o  not see, and y- t w hich are the elem ents w hich  
m ove th is  hand according to the w ell-ascertained law s of p h ysio logy . 
I  have n o th in g  w hatever to  say about m atter and n-m utter. I  have  
n o th in g  w hatever to  say about one exist nee or m ore esis nc s. A ccord 
ing  to  our friend, them  is not even -
existence, for it stops a t death . B u t I  believe in a  continuous e x is ten ce ; 
and as to m atter, how  can wo say that an organis m is a t an end  w hen it  
goes out o f  our view  ? D o  wc not a ll  know that the m ost palpable  
m atter, that th e  m ost solid , the m ost opaque m atter, is capable o f  b ing  
reduced to the m ost ethereal cond ition s?  T he fact that m atter is 
invisib le to  us is no argum ent against its  continuance. W o find that 
w hen m atter is invisib le, it  is m ore potential. The w ind  is in v isib le;  
Btp;i:ii is invisib le. (A  lau gh .) Vapour, m y friend, is visib le, but 
steam  is inv isib le. H en ce, although I  should  n o t lik e  to  d ogm atise

pon  it, I  sh ou ld  like to speculate thu s far— that m atter has 
ot no pow er or force whatever in  it. Instead o f  m atter con-
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tabling force, and instead of force bring (lie m u lt  of matter, matter I 
(phenom ena) is the result of force. boroo is the uctivo principle; 
lorec is the positive side of existence, anil matter is the negative side of 
existence. Mutter is the piston-rod, and force is the steam. You have i 
nn invisible force here; yon have an illustration of it, in this magnet. 
H ere is nn invisible force doing a visible m l. Hero you have nn 
illustration of the whole scheme ol existence before you. The growth 
oI a plant, the moving of my hotly, and every phenomenon that taken 
place on the face of the earth, or that, can Lake place upon this earth, 
takes place in accordance with the law that you sec manifested before 
you now, namely, a visible phenomenon proceeding from an invisible 
cause, nntl - fm<} that out til your leisure.

Mu. Biu d i.a i mi's Sec o n d  Sc k ec ii.
Mr. Uuaoi Armi : My friend has been in Ids opening a little too 

modest. W hile 1 have no doubt that it, is perfectly true that he is a 
very bard-working man, no man in this country ought to bo more 
capable, and probably no man is morecapahle, of speaking for Spiritual- ' 
ism than Mr. Burns, who edits I h u . u m  S a C t u r  ami the Mkiiii m, the most 
prominent if not the only spiritual journals in this country (no, no). 
W ell, those who think themselves more able can try me when J have 
done with Mr. Burns. In the course of his speech which ho has 
delivered to you, Mr. Burns has placed me in a considerable difficulty, 
because it appears that we use English words attaching precisely opposite 
meanings to them : and I confess that I shall either have to unlearn some 
of the meanings 1 attach to English words, and shall have to abandon 
every classical guide in doing so, or. if I adhere to my own, I  shall be 
utterly incapable of comprehending, as I  shall show you presently, | 
some language which has fallen from my antagonist. I regret that there 
w a s  no part of my opening speech that was thought worthy of any reply, 
and that the only two portions of it that were noticed were noticed , 
utterly incorrectIv. 1 never pretended that existence slopped at, death.
I  n a or so il anythin^ so manifestly absurd or manifestly ridiculous. I 
never sa id that there was not only not one existence but only a bit of an 
existence ; and 1 never said any thing that ought to have been construed 
into that. 1 took express pains to explain what I did mean, and how .1 I 
meant it. It would be undignified to repeat that till it is replied to; 1 
but I confess la m  still of opinion that there was enough in that to 
demand a reply. Mr. Burns has been good enough to tell you, without 
giving the slightest argument in support of his position (whether I was 
right or wrong, at any rate, I  tried to give some reasons ns I went on, and 
w ill not pretend to say that they were effective or efficient, but they were 
the best I could give)—Mr. Burns, without giving the slightest reason at 
all, has told von that man has two conditions of life, one physical and 
one psychical. I thought I took some pains to explain the difference 
between animal life and vegetable life, and the further phase of intelli- ; 
genee: and I should have thought it not unworthy' the notice of a J 
gentleman who knew the points Ave had to debate to explain whether ho j 
meant the same as I did, and if not,, Avhere he differed from me in the 
meaning attaching to those words. I  am left in the utter dilemma that 
I  do not know at present whether Mr. Burns accepts everyone of those 
definitions. I f  he did, he has talked utter nonsense ever since. I  use 
the words in no unfair sense, it is the only phrase which can characterise 
i t ; or, if he has talked what to him Avas sense, then he has done me the 
injustice to leave me to be misled by not showing me where his words , 
differed in the meaning he intended to convey from that which I intended 
to express. I might have given the wrong meanings, but at any rate I 
gave some. H e has used words, and has given us no meanings to guide ! 
us as to the sense in which he has used them. Mr. Burns says that 
man's second life is divided into physical life and psychical life, and that 
death is the sunderanee of these two lives. I  explained what I  meant by 
death—a sunderanee, not a cessation of either. I f  of either, why of one 
more than the other? But he did not pretend it was a cessation of 
either, and yet he only contended for the continued existence of one. 
W hy ? And if death be the sunderanee, is birth thejunion of them? and 
what do sunderanee and union mean used in that sense ? I t  does not do 
to bandy words about as if they were shuttlecocks ; we must try at any 
rate to show that there is some sense intended to bo conveyed behind the 
words we use. Then Mr. Burns said we must have facts. It does not 
follow that men are capable of comprehending facts (a laugh), and the 
gentleman who laughs shoAvs that he is one of those. The Indian 
prince could not comprehend the fact of the ice. The juries who con 
victed men of witchcraft and wizardry, for which they were burnt, com 
prehended them very inaccurately; and the people who laugh before 
they listen, sometimes have no comprehension at all. Now permit me 
to say, that with reference to these facts I  have done my best to under 
stand them, and I  hope that those who listen to this debate desire tbat j 
it should be—prefer tbat it should be—conducted in the spirit in which 
I  commenced i t ; because I  would strive if  it  were possible to eliminate 
from this debate anything except the endeavour to gain the truth. I  am 
skilful enough in mere word play, without any boast, to indulge in that 
whenever it pleases me ; but I would prefer simply to try to think out 
and find out what was the truth in relation to this matter. I f  people 
prefer conjuring, I am quite content, regretting that those on the otlior 
side should think that the best Avay of arriving at the truth about it. Let 
us examine these que.-tions as to the facts. I  am told that a committee 
o f the Dialectical Society have reported, and tbat I Avas one of tbat 
committee. Probably it escaped iny friend, or he would have told you, 
that it was my misfortune, as one of that committee, never to have had 
the opportunity of witnessing any of those wonders. 1 sat with their 
best man, Mr. Horae ; 1 heard nota rap, save some such as I produced by 
mechanical means. I  do not mean to say that Mr. Home’s raps were so 
produced. I  do not express an opinion about it. I  only say that whan 
I  heard raps I got under the table, and with my thumb against the hard 
wood precisely similar raps were produced. I  do not think Mr. Home's 
were produced in that way. I  want to make my statement as frank as I 
can, but what I do say is, that I  did produce similar raps; and that 
beyond those one or two raps, and a tinkling sound in the glass such as I 
have often heard Avhen silting in a room by myself where Lhero are 
lamps, and one evening a slight wavo of the table, not moro than half 
an inch, which Dr. Edmunds and I repeatedly produced afterwards; at 
all the sittings we had not the semblance of a manifestation. But this is 
not my only experience. I  never attack any point without doing my best 
to learn something about it, and I have investigated more or less the
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phenomena of Spiritualism, ns they are called, for I ho last I went 
and it tins been cither my misfortune or my fault never to | 
able to obtain any of these manifestations. But I u j, you n, 
the illustration given. YVlint. is tin: illustration Mr. Burns I.a,
i» the magnet ? I submit Hint f here could be iio  illust rut inn, i f , 
had comprehended the value of his argument, more fatal tbn:) tin 
says: “ l  oll have here a magnet, and you have this magnet Jin

v-ii,

capable o f holding a weight, of sonic two or three pounds
trouble us to the exact weight, because when once you have „ne
with nil additional magnetic force you may increase it. .Snj,, ' '
person knowing nothing of magnetism was told that that -,w. ,j, j '
held by a spirit! It is not my purpose either to deny or to a , | , 'j
tables move. When I see one moved, I will try to inquir. lio*,(' '
moved and why it is moved. The why J may never find i„ ^
how I will do my best to ascertain. It is no portion ol in , .i .i i , — ...  i , ,, , A , , , • 1 J1 c , tr,‘ .......... have taken p W jnt|)()

ljlfi I«ik

<1 then 
I; and 
find a 
* lead 

ar.d

deny the whole of the phenomena alleged t 
presence of Mr. Home. ] will oharacteri.-e them pr .-entl 
you to read, as I  liuvo read, the trials which took plan" j
more I ban one hundred years ago, and the. sworn 1 1 id<: 1 uf 
wonderful things than these that have been rclat1 d to yon to- 
which peoplo were burnt, society having since heartily n , ' ,:i
whole of it. W hat becomes then of tDo appeal of my fr., j„] .. A‘‘ 
you not to rely upon such evidence?" If oar friend will 7'-' 
table move, tbat would not convince me of iSpiritiialism. i 
want to try and find out in what manner the table had b> -a 
just as I  havo never been mad enough to deny thul you a 
magnet with power to raise ten Lons of su m, so I shall n 
enough to deny that there is a magnetic f./rcc which las 
repulse w ood or any otlior particular modes of substance 'a m- . \ \ v. 
gentleman probably means something by the In.-:;; Dis ;,o w ■ r ■ r ,n 
is greater than his attraction. Let us follow the line of a:-} ,„< 
addressed to us by our friend. He says: “ llow  do you exp:.;: ,t.
ism ?” I t  is not my business to explain it; it is your bu-uie.-?. Jlien 
you assert that it is a devil that does it, ora spirit that does it, or some 
thing out of the range of our experience that does it; it is for you to 
explain, and my ignorance is no argument in your favour. Our'.’Vier.d 
did not give you the strongest illustrations that lie might in.-, .a ■ in 
favour of Spiritualism. In Eobert Dale Owen’s book, a:/ ,7  a book 
recently published, I  find that they go to the exNit of a vc-rv stout lady 
coming through the roof of a room without destroying the roof. >Tow 
1 have never had the advantage ot witnessing sucb a phenomenon. To 
m ea t present—oh! I am not denying it. I do not trouble to der.y 
matters of which I have bad no opportunity of judging; nor ia it any 
portion of my business to deny them. It is for you, who say they hive 
taken place by spiritual means, not to say, “ They have taken place, 
and how do you account for them ?” but to say tbey have taken place, 
and to show us how you account for them. I have my impression that 
probably the people who thought they saw the lady coming through the 
roof were not in a condition to enable them to form an accurate judg 
ment upon the phenomenon which they supposed they had witnessed; 
but that is only my opinion, and I put it forward with a great degree of 
submission. For example, when a man who has taken a considerable 
amount of whisky says that he sees a red dog in the corner o: the room, 
I  do not deny that that, 'man sees a red dog, but what 1 deny is that he 
is in a state which enables him to sensate accurately and to represent bis 
sensations fairly ; and it is quite possible tbat seven or eight different 
persons may have very different impressions from what I would have. 
Now a number of things that fell from our friend induced me to sup 
pose that he had not paid the smallest attention to any of the scientific 
discoveries of the last fifty years. But I  find my time has expired. I 
shall have an opportunity of continuing the argument.

M r . B o r x s’s  Se c o n d  SrEECtt.
Mr. B u r n s :  Ladies and Gentlemen,—When I sat down I was just 

about to observe that I had proved my first proposition, namely,—That 
man had got psychical functions as well as physical functions; and that 
all my propositions were in accordance with the already-ascertained 
laws of nature. I  am very sorry indeed that I should cause my friend 
any inconvenience by introducing to him matters that he has not got 
phraseology for—however, that is a matter that can easily be remedied. 
W hen once we get hold of more knowledge it is very easy for us to be 
able to designate it according as our intelligence and our powers of 
expression enable u s; but that is not my business, tbat is his. I will 
content myself with going on with my argument. We all know that 
there is a phy sical world around us, and we know tbat we have a physical 
body which is in harmony with that physical world. We know that if 
the physical body is dropped down, it will break like anv other body : 
we know that if  it is put into the fire, it will burn like any other body; 
we know tbat the body is subject to all the conditions of matter: but not 
so the mind. There is an imponderable realm throughout all nature, and 
man participates in tbat realm. As I observed to you, the magnet 
itself is an incontrovertible instance of that realm, showing that physical 
effects are produced by invisible causes ; indeed, as I was remarking, if 
you w ill look at the whole theatre of existence you will find that it is 
simply a repetition of that which we observe in the magnet—a physical 
effect produced by an invisible cause. By an analysis of the functions 
by which the body is able to perform any one action, I showed you that 
the material structure of the body and the great labour which it iscalkd 
upon to do were due to an invisible fluid. We do not know how many 
other fluids there aro of a more attenuated nature behind that one; the 
only thing we know is, that the lost agent that we are capable of getting 
under our scrutiny is not material and tangible, as we understand these 
words. My friend spoke of matter; what is it that is material or 
tangible? These solid bodies that aro in this hall, before they were 
solid bodies bad to bo in a gaseous or semi-gnseous or magnetic condi 
tion. You will observe it is not bread and butter and beef and solid 
matter that goes to build up your body mechanically in the same waves 
this platform was built up. Every atom of your body has to be mediated 
by digestion ; it has to be entirely changed from what it was before 
it becomes another structure, and in going through that, change it has 
to pass by exosmosis through a membrane in which there is no hole- 
why, there is a spiritual manifestation at once : bone and muscle going 
through a membrane without any hole. We begin to look at matter, 
and we find tbat matter is all porous, that there are no two atoms of
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' »' v im  jo»* m iiiu  saym g, as m e  conclusion of your  
• ''e-id inferejst me very m uch to know w hy if m ust he 

.c-iiCe ?

• 1 cannot conceive of anything but intelligence acting. 
<■:.... in the uni verse, I see nothing more nor h si t.lio «

' : ‘ higerd. action. I find that f have got what is called
■tiif ' '̂vpo-.c our friend thinks be liar got intelligence, and 

j t ^nl gra;,t. that J have jt. .Vow, when I use rny intelligence; 
| r,.̂  ' ,:;d very acme of tin; action of my intelligence 1 find

:ihle to ovcrsl' p the intelligence* tliat i > mariifested 
, ^ ( ■s[,Vi d it. tail' s; int.cil igejice on my par! to im-i'». iTat

n ‘'-v no. .• around in'*, must it not have taken intelligence 
lm< ..ons r,a that I see*, and that 1 have to e/.- rci •; my 

v fruit.lcfesly, so tliat 1 cannot, achieve the r« ult
.. 1,'lj *' plain as A li (J, i f  any man will say that the 

i , 4, ’ " : 1 do'-.s not give mnnislaliabh* indications of int-lli-
, ' ' 'J ; !arid tlia', man : be is a man entirely beyond my

h'-nsion, 1 sec Tiothing more nor Jess than intoUi* 
^  arm! her I liing. fi ranting that I am a product ol 

- ;f(f , '' • my int-liige.nce is t.be result of ma! . :.l forma*
| A. ' mm-! i,<- in ! he globe, and in lie; imiv'i’se from

* r; 'I. h. vvili not do merely to say tb d. I can
^  have a cause also, and in tliat c;,u.,r; ,y m■*.•••

( - 'n<.? por.s hie of the efP ct,; and thus there inns!, bo 
A,,r,d aroin.d o;*, arid there must. he. nothing per 

isrfornt'd b v i/d.ellige<u(g>« I cannot, conceive ol 
S '--' ’in!'"' il m in W;t:i>r<lt%1i'i will) luv», wln«li 

'•‘in l '"  i l' ,,! r.ci! ii.anil1 .it* ilwll. Now, ;< i '<< tli«
; ( S1 -■ 'M . ."I-, W<: llttV‘1 l.a<l it iilll ' I Ikl . 'I l<) III-
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our iriciiii would 

woiidorful Holvrnl. j/iw-r (liul.
W‘ T' i T '1 ,,l'u ‘-v SiO' !'-. ....., or himplu bl’111'1 .'Kid bull
■’ ■’ ’ i ' O o f  tubiMg I Jo ■ Molvonl. j,rinci|<J‘; and apjily

H

<1

ho regrels to pu/,/,l«: 
diMrui.ging iu i  own c.. •»; by Jiot, n»a! 
addi ' - d In- pu///.lmg ui«; i»'. the  smiij.1 h :*d nn»tc.r abo 
it. w > ■ re. '.icc' .1 ul, i!. would not he a ny p> rl..c m Is r n, !!./•,•<, 
a »|<;bate of t.b is kind. 1 endeavoured, ngu t!y  f,‘ V/rot.yl . 
ib is  di bale in a. purely r« : onabh) and philo opine.,I . S,
!/<• t h a t  I did no t  siic'-r ed, but I think I bav" f o r  pro mds 
that, no t  one of the  pfiinl.*., fiot on* oi ‘ lr. d firnl ions*, t.
«• - planations, has be»-n taken where, worb • b . i n o V  b- 
mafi/ier entirely ' onl./.iry f.o t.b«*. n '■ i“ -''-'C'-m I ii- d Sv ,n, v -,o 
anythirig being given to guide us as to <vhal. was !be mea- jfjg • • ded
to bo conveyed. Now, h f  in take Mr. Jbn ns < aeg-mc:'.-' /or ! ne b- •!. 
Wbe.ri be first, sat down, under a. uns’ai:e as lo lie- funs ir . 'i I bat 
what was happening around him ms ', ir; dou<: by m'eb • I 
rejoiced at the break, because 1 I ho udd that a liable sa;s" ' oc . gh‘. 
al, any rate had lo art argument l.bcr';. I a < d nim wny h« d so, a;.d 
his answer was, “ I cannot conceive ol it- b'.mg dorie in any o i.er v.ay.

| T h en  hi* inability  f.o conceive is to he the sole argument upon snS'li  
I am asked l.o accept  hi*, s l a l /u ie n l . ^  hat does tha t  anioual. ’o ?

Spirit lifls l.ahle/’ lio'siit? Wi.y do you say so? “ ()l., ^h-eauwj 
1 don't andortta d im 1 i I < <: ®
Mr. Burn . ii argument reduced mto simple word Ji< ir ■ d <} 
matter going through matter, f have never said it did riot. Vo - may 
have an illustration of if by pouring ..sf‘-r on ims clou, lor yo ; will 
see, that the water will run through. But whas has tha' to do a.'m 
sj>irit? Mr. iiurnu lav-/, n Ob, hut home clairvoyant saw om'.thing a 
long way off." Well," i) before jfos U;h -/;ope had b-' ., mv's.’ed 
somr-.body bad said that it was po/cble to ■ i/do Me-, moon and 
measure; niounlai/ri, uion would nave, laughed at b.rn. h o ; '..e
ability f.o see into the moon and measure the r/iounfains prove ; j>o'd, '  
If only proves; that there, was a po nbilify of deveiopmg the v. :d 
ability to a far greater e.i.r:flf than p- oph; more, igriorard. thought. rl \><m 
the measure of the proof of isj/iritunlism is to be the ignorance of the 
people who are to me;, ip .  Well, J conb ■ that is m  ; toumJmg *;ort 
of pi'opo.-.it.ion to come before an audience. I ben f.nc m /< pn nf; sn; ••• 
is; put l.o you, i« still, 1 submit., put in a fashion (I y T wi'b all 
i’Chpf;el.) which sI.oa . tl»e ulfer inability ol Mr. Burns to c ; ,l
the. language 1 have addp snd to him. He J v,ould '-\v ' n;d'
food /:•. transformed ifjl.o inleJhgeuce. Where he.'.e 1 md anythin.' 
like if y On the contrary, 1 have specially guarded again.-, ihc po 
hility of its l/eing conceived that 1 regarded intelligence a* eiddy at all. 
I do not say that you can transform it into hardne or brightn' *, or 
colour. What 1 do say is that hardm -s, brightness, colour, p ci.-ilfy 
ol extension, are. characteristics by which you dr'ingm-li ddfe/eut 
coi d : ion of c • nd K) i p u t foi and §o I  pu
intelligenc-, and there has not been one attempt ev ii to grapph* wd.ri 
the argument, wbether they were elf( f;!ive or i/< llective. Our fri* nd 
I’eJt t h i s ;  and what  w.mh the excuse he* gave?  ** O h , ’ ho* said, I  could 
tell y r tu more a bou t  m atter ,  bu t  I am not going to run  .y . 'by  
t o m ' d i t . ” W ell ,  if we have m et  h i r e  »o joke. J can -ndervand  if;  b!»t 

jave m et  here  to undci;da/id ‘.vljaf « . ' 'i means, , ;<we 1 I hat
!■' not Ih- way m which I hould le; m-1. Oi r 1 r/ei.d : be ..d 'o
tell us all lie could tel) n. about it. Lottie howler may and 1 have 
no o’nubi. is, a very inter* ding per on, ir 1 : vva.nt lo know , :-ort
ol argument ha.s been addre-sed to you to prove th a t  what L > 1 m 
ho,-. ;• :, 111 or (lid re u|l<-d from . ‘pirif aalir.ru ? 'I lu.r1; un- many l;ad :
eonm /;! e-| widh p ■. cliojo;-ie d plu-nornef,:.. wlucli are, .vmmii fae I '.’ig- 
oi Or/Jinary < .\>eri'-rc-. Ai<y mod1'-.,I honk of '»ny noddy at r :1 wdl 
•ell you thrd. Br. vlaud ley, Irom wlmm 1 guofed, ha;-, e'/.nc’.d f;u 
*.!rong'-r illu traliofii (some o) whu:h f should Inve 
to grapple with) than such ridie !ou . I.h/ng 
a.fid t.abh-> moving. 1 do not want to up 
do think that I have a rigid lo pfju re greater dignity 
Irom the ot.b' r id«-, 1 mliv rejj. n < <|( J(1 /(l / (>l> .*j,/1g
any phrase that ought to have b

u*cord ioi 
imfair’ laiige

p p  jiare/l
ling 

ago, but i  
treatment 

,p# nmg npeecb, from 
tJ» any sort ol jocularity. 

Our friend talks of my b -.ng in d-m d. J bavn bad loo nu m pi;diorm 
e/. jicrif - c : f.o gro a j r rda t 'd  i. t ; 1 ..ant, |//( and cerlamly I do not

What n11(1 fill- |,'il 1 in;. 1 lial in a1 all ? l.-l 113 M C I :  W'lial. IIOI'I of 1■ if i g1 < -* ge
We. have I,' I . I ,  1 rral.f'l lo. VV<. V.';re I'd i  width hoi i nil ( r! v our
friend eif.hur iii i 'iii'l' r-Ai'.'l lu , or Wa i:ic ;ijrililc of c m " l>'''■licii, 11 rig t be
Jam'iin'm I usell (ol d of " ivlm.1 i« iinlcri 1 or lani'iWfl.” at
1 boiigb till! -Illa wnrd v/iT" ll ic cor re In 11 vc of tin; ol lev. d hen Ihat
fW'HUIIMi!1 tliat wliat in ii:'aii:.;ilil<'• yoi i youi'i.cIi' in'!.H1! th' me inure ol
what is iiil in,' 1i<!(- i-i iimnal-n al. Inil Iio.v do yon j -1 f > d.V 1 be nssinnp-
t ion ? 11, if. an a'li'ini)<l i'/H I.li.-.lL you I. i ; i: fi(> right 1.0 UJake. fl b«n, in

 ̂ / O// 11 ,t
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THE CIRCULATION OF THE MEDIUM, AND  
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.

T h b  P ub lish er  is in stitu tin g  th e  g rea te st  fac ililio s  for c ircu la tin g  th is  
paper, an d  su b m its th e  fo llo w in g  Sca le  o f S u b scr ip tio n s:—

O ne co p y , p ost free, w eek ly , l i d . ; per ann um , (is. (id.
T w o  co p ies  „  „  24d. „ 10s. lo d .
T hree „  „ „  -Id. „ 17s. -Id.
F o u r  „  „  „  4  Id .  „  IDs. (id.
F iv e  „ „ „ W d. „  .Cl 3s. lOd.

S ix  cop ies  and upw ards, in one w rapper, p o st free, Id . ea ch  per w eek  
or Is. 4d. per year.

All such  orders, and  co m m u n ica tio n s for  th e  E d itor , sh ou ld  be add ressed  
to  Ja m e s  B u r n s ,  ( l  - < o f  i uk M ed iu m , 15 ,  S o u t h a m p t o n  I i o w , l i l o o n i s b u r y  
S q u i r e ,  H o l b o r n ,  L o u d o n ,  I I .

Wholesale Agents—F. P itm an , 20, P a tern o ster  R ow , L ond on , E .C . ; 
C u rtice  and  Co., 13, C atherine S treet, S trand , L ondon, W .C .;  John  
H ovw ood , Manchester; Ja m es M 'U eachy, 89, U n ion  S tree t, G lasgow .

*The Publisher is desirous of e sta b lish in g  ag en c ies  an d  d ep o ts for the  
sa le  o f o ther  P rogressive  period icals, tracts, a n d  stan dard  w orks, an d  w ill  
be glad to receiv e  com m u n ication s from  su ch  as fee l d isp o sed  to e n te r  
th is  field  o f  u sefu ln ess.

CO NTEX TS OF LA ST  N o. OF “ T H E  M E D IU M .”
T he Cause o f D isunion  am o n g st S p ir itu a lis ts—A B a p tist M in ister  on  

Spiritualism — Spiritualism  in D u blin : Airs. B asset’s V is it— A S p ir itu a lis t  
P ion eer  at W ork—Spiritual P hotography E x traord in ary— C h ristian  and  
Sp iritua listic  L ib era lity — S p iritualism  in P im lico— T h e C ircu lation  of 
the M ed iu m — Mr. M assey at H alifax— N e x t  S u n d a y  in L ond on— Dr. 
Sex ton’s A p pointm ents— T he Debate on  M odern S p iritu a lism — S u n d a y  
E v en in g  S erv ices— T he D ebate w ith  Air. B rad laugli—T h e S p ir it M es 
s e n g e r -T e le g r a p h ic  C om m unication  w ith  th e  S p irit-S p h eres— Mrs. 
G uppy ag.-> a  pu'-sed through a S di<( W all— Mr. M orse in  th e  P o tter ie s—  
Success of the L iverpool S u n d ay  S erv ices— T ea -m eetin g  at C lerk en w ell 
— Sp .ri;-V oices—P luck  and  Persecution , &c., &o.

SEANCES AND M EETIN G S D U R IN G  T H E W E E K , AT TH E SPIR ITU A L  
INSTITUTION. 15, SOUTHAM PTON ROW. HOLBORN.

F r id a y , D e c e m b e r  37, M r. Morse, Trance-m edium , a t  8. Adm ission, Is. 
Sunday, IV ckm bkr Service a t Cavendish Rooms, a t 7 o'clock. Address by 

J . J . Morse, in the Trance.
W e d n e s d a y , J a n u a r y  1, Developing Circle by  M r. Cogm an, a t S. Tickets 

for a Course o f Four Sittings, t5s.
T h u r s d a y , J a n u a r y  2, Seance by Mrs. Olive, Trance-M edium , a t  8 o’clock, 

Adm ission, 2s. (id.
»„* Other Seances in London and the Provinces m ay be found on page 518.

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.
F R I D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  2 7 , 1 8 7 2 .

R E M A R K S  ON T H E  D E B A T E .
Iu the present number of the M e d iu m  appears the report, given 

v e r b a t i m ,  by Messrs. Reed and Woodward, of the first n ight’s 
debate between Mr. Bradlaugli and Air, Burns. Air. B radlaugh’s 
opening speech was carefully written out and read ; and as Mr. 
Burns had no idea how the subject would he treated, he had to do 
the best he could on the instant, his power of treatm ent being 
much impeded by the unfavourable state of his health. A careful 
perusal of the report will show tha t Mr. Bradlaugh's complaint th a t 
Mr. Burns overlooked his opening propositions and definitions is 
entirely unfounded, as Air. Burns carefully connected his new facts 
and principles with those enunciated by Mr. Bradlaugli, pointing 
out that those which were true sustained Spiritualism, while such 
as were false were refuted by the course of Mr. Burns’s facts and 
arguments. As Air. Burns spoke extemporaneously, and to disad 
vantage as to the state of his health, all his terms may not he found 
logically correct, yet the soundness of the meaning conveyed will 
be perceived. The importance of the debate does not rest entirely 
w ith  the m atter advanced, hut rather upon the method adopted 
by each speaker. AY7e have heard it  reiterated th a t the Spiritualist, 
who would have been supposed to he most metaphysical in his 
treatm ent, discarded metaphysics entirely, and resorted to hard 
facts; while the Secularist, on the other hand, was unexpectedly 
quite metaphysical. Yes, the observation is trite and correct, and 
w hat does it indicate ? why, th a t Spiritualism is scientific, and 
therefore m atter of fact; that it  is Baconian, and therefore induc 
tive ; tha t it is not dependent upon word-play and grammatical 
castles built upon foregone conclusions, but upon the facts of 
nature, as all other sciences depend. Air. Bradlaugh’s method of 
treatm ent is tha t which has been used by all the opponents of 
science, reform, and liberality since the dawn of the intellectual 
bistory of mankind. I t  was used by the bigots at the dawn of 
modern science against Kepler, Copernicus, and Galileo. I t  did 
service in opposition to the discoveries in physiology, beginning 
w ith the circulation of the blood, and it  is the stronghold of 
medical empiricism and diplomatic quackery at the present day. 
I t  was tha t against which the m aster minds and discoverers of all 
ages have had to wage an unyielding war. I t  was the antagonist 
of modern geological research, of steam navigation, railway loco 
motion, and almost everything characterised by a new series of 
facts, and thereforo demanding a new form of thought to compre 
hend them. W hat a paradox, then, to see the man who supposes 
himself to be in the front rank of reformers holding on by the fag 
end of the chain of intellectual absurdity, which is solely swal 
lowed up by oblivion, except tlio little handful which he despe 
rately hangs on by like “ grim Death.”

W hat would any sane citizen think of an astronomer, chemist, 
physiologist, or geologist adopting the “ metaphysical method ” in

respect to  the facts and principles of his science? Do we have 
metaphysics in our medical colleges, in the School of Mines, or 
a t Greenwich Observatory ? After all, what is this metaphysical 
method ? I t  is simply the personal knowledge of the individual 
pitted against all th a t is possible to ho known. Hence Ah'. Brad, 
laugh’s style makes the wiehler of it look clever; for if we 
eliminate his appreciation of his own particular opinions then* 
would be nothing noticeable left. On the other hand, the scien 
tific dem onstrator is entirely cast, in the shade by the light and 
magnitude of his facts, i t  is not himself, his views, or hi- special 
pleading in respect thereto, which he has to exhibit, hut tlioo, 
invulnerable tru ths which bide their time whether we care to 
accept them  or not. Air. Bradlaugh’s opening was really not 
devoted to the subject announced at all, but to his notions of 
physical existence ; and in th a t connection no doubt they were 
logical and sound, bu t it was a misnomer to suppose that He 
treatm ent thus afforded was concerning the subject announced. 
Like the Arabian prophet, Ai r. Bradlaugli desired the mountain v, 
come to him, bu t the  mountain was immovable. Next week the 
report will show th a t lie was at last induced to advance tov.ar'U 
the m ountain, w ith  w hat results it w ill be seen.

T H E  S U N D A Y  S E R V IC E S .
On S u n d a y  e v en in g  rather a  th in  a u d ien ce  assem bled in GV. ndidj 

R o o m s, n o  d o u b t p a r tly  o n  a cco u n t o f  th e  fact that Dr. was
engaged  in  d isc u ss io n  a t  th e  I l a l l  o f  P ro g ress, Paddington. Air. Burns 
d e liv ered  a n  address, w b ic li seem ed  to  in terest h is hearers very deeply. 
B y  a  rev iew  o f  tw e lv e  d ifferen t ph ases o f  sp ir itua l manifestalio; s, he 
proved  th e  p rob lem  o f hu m an  im m o rta lity , tlie  identity of t \  . i and 
co m m u n io n  w ith  th e  sp ir it-w o r ld . H e  w ou nd  up his remarks with a 
fe lic ito u s a l lu s io n  to  th e  season  o f  th e  year, show ing that our ideas of the 
u n seen  w ere  bas< d  u p on  o u r  o b serv a tio n s o f  the visible, that the re 
new al o f  th e  seasons w as a  ty p e  o f  l lie  ren ew al o f  life in a spiritual state, 
and th a t th e  b a p tism  o f  th e  sp ir it-w o r ld  w as the “ Christ" which saved 
us from  ign oran ce  o f  o u r  tru en a t a r e ,a n d  a lso  saved us from the grostness 
an d  se n su a lity  o f  th e  m ere ly  a n im a l n atu re . H e showed that the idea 
o f  m aking  J esu s o r  a  m a n  th e  “ C h r ist ,” o r  o f  deriving salvation fr o m  
a hu m an  sacrifice b e in g  offered to  a  ty r a n n ic a l and wrathful God, were 
u n sp ir itu a l, a n d  th e  l in g e r in g  r em n a n ts  o f  a  barbaric idolatry.

M rs. D ick in so n , from  A m erica , w as a lso  on the platform", and was 
c o n tr o lled  by th r e e  o f  lie r  g u id es . F ir s t ,  a  medical spirit, who ex 
pressed  th e  in te n tio n s  o f  Airs. D ic k in so n  a n d  her spirit-guides in visiting 
th is  co u n try . T hen  “ W h ite  F a w n ,” an In dian  spirit, spoke very 
p lea sin g ly  o f  her  ex p erien ces in  th e  sp ir it- life . She had been shot by a 
w h ite  ch ief, an d  fo r  fo u r  years e n ter ta in ed  feelings o f revenge towards 
h im , d u r in g  w h ic h  t im e  sh e  w as un h ap p y , and made no progress. 
T h r o u g h  th e  in te rv e n tio n  o f  a  fa ir  a n d  lo v e ly  sp irit she forgave her 
m u rd erer , an d  has been  h a p p y  a n d  u se fu l since in controlling mediums 
and tea ch in g  h u m a n ity  sp ir itu a l tru ths. A fter  “ W hite Fawn/’ Airs. 
D ic k in so n  w as c o n tr o lled  to  u tte r  a  v ery  beautiful and appropriate 
in v o ca tio n .

A  fine ser ies o f  sp ir it-p h o to g r a p h s by M r. B eattie , Clifton, were also 
ex h ib ited .

A ir. M orse  w il l  speak at C aven d ish  R o o m s  on  Sunday evening in the 
trance.

N E X T  S U N D A Y  I N  L O N D O N .
S u n d a y  S erv ices for  S p ir itu a lis ts , a t  C aven d ish  Rooms, Mortimer 

S treet, W e lls  S treet, O xford  Street., a t 7  p .m . A ir. Alorse will speak in 
th e  trance.

C harles M oysey, a t S t. G eorge's H a ll ,  L an gh am  P lace, in the morning. 
S u n d a y  E v e n in g s  for  th e  P eo p le , St. G eo rg e ’s H a ll, at 7. Lectures 

by J . K . A p p leb ee , E sq ., o n  “  R e lig io u s  L esson s from the Writings 
o f  C harles D ick en s,” fo llo w e d  b y  se lec tio n s  from  Alendelssohn's “ St. 
P a u l.”

N e w  C hurch , th e  M a ll, K en sin g to n , a t 6 .3 0 . D r . B ayley, on “ Jesus 
G iv in g  S ig h t  to  th e  B lin d .”

“ A n  U n fettered  “P u lp it ,” S o u th  P la c e  C hapel, Finsbury, at 11.15. 
M . D . C onw ay, on “ C h ristia n  A ly th  an d  C h ristian  T ruth.”

D R . S E X T O N ’S A P P O IN T M E N T S .
A lech an ics’ H a ll ,  H a lifax , S u nd ay, Ja n u a ry  5th , as fo llow :—
A f t e r n o o n .— “ T h e  P h ilo so p h y  o f  T ran ce— N atural, Mesmeric, and 

S p ir itu a l.”
E v e n i n g .— “ T h eo r ie s  In v en ted  to  A cco u n t fo r  and Explain Spiritual 

P h en o m en a .”
A rran gem en ts are in  p rogress for  D r . S exton  to lecturo at Hatley, 

L eed s, N ew ca stle -u p o n -T y n e , H u d d ersfie ld , and  other palaces early in the 
new  year.

A ll  com m u n ication s to  bo add ressed  to D r. Sexton , 17, Trafalgar Road, 
O ld  K en t R oad , L on d on , S .E .

AIits. J u l ia  B . Dic k in s o n  m ay bo fo u n d  daily  at. her rooms, 101, 
S o u th a m p to n  R o w , near R u sse ll Square.

M u. a n d  A las. H o l me s  w ill  h o ld  th e ir  sp irit-face seance on Mon 
day even in g , to  a v o id  N e w  Y ea r’s D a y  w ith  its social gatherings. 
S p ir it-lik en esses are recognised  at a ll  o f  these w onderfu l seances.

W e  iie a u  th at M r. C ogm an is m aking  arrangem ents for a series of 
specia l seances at h is  room s, by th e  m ost celebrated m edium s, of which 
d u e n otice  w ill be g iv en . T h e  first seanco o f  the series is arranged to 
take p lace on  Ja n u a ry  10, 1873, Airs. H o lm es, m edium , to be followed 
at regular in terv a ls by Airs. B asset, Airs. O live, Aliss H udson, and other 
w ell-k n ow n  m edium s.

Te a -Pa r t y  a t  Ma n c h e s t e r .— T lio A lanehester Spiritualists of 
D ickenson  S treet w il l  h o ld  their  annual tea-party  on Sunday afternoon 
n ext (D ecem b er 2 9 ) in  G rosvenor S treet Tem perance H all (tea on 
th e  tab le a t five o’clock), and w il l  h o ld  their  usual meeting after, 
w h en  addresses w ill  be de livered  throu gh  their  respected friends, 
M essrs. Jackson  an d  J o h n so n , o f  H y d e , entranced m edium s.—Yours 
tru ly , T . Da n b y .



THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAKi£CEMBKR 2 7 > 1 8 7 2 >

A MUSICAL SEANCE, 
re happy in being able to announce that circumstances have 
. 1|S 60 fur that we can take advantage of Mr. Clements's kind 

iaf‘1l'r (,ive a musical seance for (lie benefit of (lie Spiritual Institution. 
,'ll;r talents of this young gentleman are equally genuine and
jlv’binary, lie never studied music for a moment in bis life, and 

milling of instructions, Holes, or nmsic-booke. Ilis power of
i||0"f|on raiiH' to him almost unsolicited, by bis making a few attempts 
f'|li , nianoforte. IIis present powers indicate a wonderful memory 
g and music. All the pieces which ho knows have been memo | 
<:’1' i from simply liearingthem, and they even come to him weeks, and, 

be, months after he hoars them. 
i‘ 'v'fien hi' performs, lie is conscious of being under a very definite 

Vri„g influence, and clairvoyants are able to perceive I b • fact that 
in#P‘ On.Saturday evening be went to Covent Garden Theatre, and
 ̂ popular and beautiful air being performed there was vividly

'lie. him next mornin.........i ...:n i . . . i .......
rv-r  -
for

• on Saturday evening.
fi*”1 . •

and w ill be in troduced  into  ins per-

u1'think there are several good  reasons w hy th is se a lin 'sh o u ld  be j 
,, '..mmi-led. Firstly, there is every certain ty  that I be audienco w ill 1 

" , rood value for their m oney in the way o f  m usical entertainm ent , I 
. n'ndlVi Spiritualists w ill encourage a  d eserv in g  m ed ium  w ho, on th at j 
‘''''von makes his first appearance in L o n d o n . T h ird ly , the effort 

made to promote in any way the in terests  o f  the m edium , ns lie 
' .jjJv desires the proceeds to be d evoted  to the cause o f  Spirit mil ism .

- „.|i 'it is a scaur, for the benefit o f  th e  S p iritu a l In stitu tion . W e
t i.d  not .• a\ .m other word to  recom m en d the, occasion to the  

I njirenage of London Sp iritualists. T h e  seance w ill take p lace  at 
*. s(vu;lmwpton Kow, on Saturday even in g , D ecem b er :'8, at eight 
1\  ’ • Admission, 2s. (id. each person.

I. Introduction, l ’ianoforte. 2. S on g , “ T h y  vo ice  is j 
■■ ;t. So’ g, "T he nearest w ay h o m e.” 4 . M arch. 5 . S on g , )

6. Song, “ I left m y w ife  in E n g la n d .” 7. W a ltz . 8, 
, n . Regret.” 5*. Song, “ O nce a g a in .” 10. S on g , “ P r e tty  little  

11. Song, “ Strangers y e t .” 12. S on g , “ A u ld  lang  s y n c ; ’ 
A  ,,. with variations.

\ Monday evening, M essrs. H ern e  and W illia m s w ill  g iv e  no  
-  «oane.* in London for ten or tw e lv e  days, as th ey  have been

r!  J ti visit the South o f E n g lan d  and Y ork sh ire .
()<■ >• Mr. Wallace's in ed iu m istic  p u p ils  w r i t e s : — “ Y ou , no dou bt, 

be glad to hear l a m  as a rd en t as ev er  over  ou r  s itt in g s , and  we 
. ii :ns dm lo p in g . I  can  n o w  w r ite  a t  a n y  tim e  m ost  

■munificent assays upon a lm ost an y  subject I  have ever  th o u g h t of, 
ti.ar.ks to you for the in troduction . I  ha v e  been s it t in g  u n d erg o in g  
c v lopment for insp irational tra n ce-sp ea k in g  m ed iu m , an d  1 can  
3m ire von the power increases w o n d erfu lly  in  th is  an d  a lso  in p h y sica l  
manifmutions.

Tns E  J k r s j i e ld  W e e k l y  y e w s  g ives a  co lu m n  and a  h a lf  o f  rep ort 
of Dr. Baton's lectures on “ S p ir itu a lism  in  rela tio n  to  S c ien ce ,” 
rece:.:'.y deliv red in that tow n. T h e  w r iter  speaks o f  the lectu res as 
bvr, ’ of a most interesting character, and  d escrib es th e  q u estion s pu t  
re i h i close a t “ very foolish  o n es.” T h e  p o in ts  re la tin g  to th e  ev id en ce  
o:' iinn's immortality furn ish ed  by S p ir itu a lism  are brough t very  

wouslr forward in the rep ort, and  th e  w r iter  e v id en tly  th in k s  
that many of Dr. Sexton’s argum ents w ere  un answ erab le .

Mi. D. II. W ilson, B .A ., w rites a  lo n g  le tte r  on S p ir itu a lism  to  the
0 .  vrw# H e r a ld , from w h ich  w e m ake th e  fo llo w in g  e x tr a c t :— “ W h a t  
iWur an  Spiritualism expect from  th o se  w h o  sp en d  th e  l ife  o f  so u l 
and body in ttie acquisition o f w o r ld ly  g o o d s?  T h e  m an  w h o  is absorbed  
is making money, the sensualist, th e  in v e tera te  p leasu re-seek er , th e  
:sl r, what happiness can the k n ow led ge  afford such  as th em  th a t th ere  
a a ..hi to come wherein th e ir  favourite  p u rsu its  w il l  com b in e  to  te ll  
aga net them ; a life of drudgery w h erein  th ey  m u st cu ltiv a te  new  tastes, 
because it is the ultimate destin y  o f  m an to  be in  a  tr u th -lo v in g , active , 
pure, and charitable sphere ? T h e  tru th  is, th ese  in d iv id u a ls  do n o t  
actually believe in a n y  conscious ex isten ce  beyon d  th e  presen t, and  
«r,-;der themselves wise in  fo llo w in g  up w h at th ey  m o st liko, regard less  
of its intrinsic value.”

.M lWa l l a c e  w rites:— “ On a rriv in g  a t G la sg o w  I  w as m u c h  am used  
I;.- finding the Spiritualists g en era lly  p r a c tis in g  R h ub dom ancy , or  
divination by a wand. T he usual m eth od  here  is fo r  tw o  p erso n s to  h o ld  
scan*: or rod in their hands, and i t  p o in ts  to  le tte r s  in  th e  a lp h a b et, and  
tii ii messages are spelt out freq uently . I t  is used to p o in t o u t p erso n s  
who shall sit in the circle for th e  t im e  bein g , and  w h ich  seat th ey  sh a ll  
occupy, when the conditions th u s in d ica ted  are str ic tly  adh ered  to . A  
pencil is sometimes attached to  th e  en d  o f  th e  rod , an d  w r it in g  is  often  
c.' ov d. Mr. M D on ald ’s tw o ch ild ren  w ere p la y in g  w ith  a pok er , and  
found ;t answer questions. T h e  father’s a tten tio n  b e in g  ca lled  to  tho
1. To!, he introduced it to  the S p ir itu a lis ts , and  th u s w as R h a b d om an cy  
revived in Scotland.” M r. W allace  th in k s he w il l  rem ain  in  G lasgow  
till after Christmas.

The D ia le c t ic a l  S o c ie ty ’s R e p o r t .—Mr. Young, Llanelly, says:— 
“I am so glad I had the 1 Report ’ down. I am lending it to our lead 
ing thinkers here, and it is bespoke by a lot for some time to come. It 
fas done more good in convincing them of the reality of tho phenomena 
than any other book I have ever lent. You ought to push it more.” 
This is not the opinion of an interested reviewer or an advertising 
lender, but of a practical Spiritualist. Though a large number of the 
report line found its way into the bands of Spiritualists, yet there are 
thousands who have never soon it. The price, 15s., has kept it out 
of the reach of many. To give the earnest worker a chance, tho 
editorial committee have allowed it to bo sold as a premium volume to 
H uman N a tu r e  for November at half price—7s. (id. To procure it at 
this price it is only necessary to purchase J  h i  m a m  N a tu r e ,  for November, 
price fid., in which will be found a certificate entitling tho holder to the 
report at half price. On remitting 8s. 9d., both the report and tho 
Cumber of H u m a n  N a t u r e  will bo sent post-free. Spiritualists every 
where should subscribe together, and procure as many copies of this 
report as possible and keep them in circulation.

The Kei'KK k n t a t iv j; of the Spiritual Institution at Stoke-on-Trent, 
Wr. Ou«man, says :—“ Mr. Morse has given great satisfaction amongst 
'he Spiritualists here.”

THE SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION.
Mr. Ridimiiml, Darlington, inukes the following observations : - “ I  ain 

pleased to find in tin: last, Me d iu m tlml Mr. Mat soy is intending to do 
something in favour of lliu Spiritual Institution. J hope ho m a y b e
enabled to stimulate to ii more, full realm il ion of (Jause J ol ‘ a
liieasurc for I lie .e M.lanee of file .National I list it.ution,’ asr'-sotvid upon 
:il Ilia hitr Jubilei (.'(inference, viz., (.bat ‘ a guarantee fund of uiimiuI 
subseribers may also be i-.-liiblislii d In correspond n<-, .. | | ,  ( | |(. secretary 
of the 1 nsl itul ion.’ If n committee of ways and ineaiiH could be 
i hi .ib! e.lei I for l ! e .... i , i ; j r , 11.< ; oil danse, so t bat. win would not have
I lie burden of il, if would be well. Tie; mu ten of the e Uiinhr cou ld
be in London, and il could iolie.ll a j w leading mii.d- lo Lb • a part in 
(lio proi iiuvii. 'i'll said con1111ii; i e-ai! I :e--1 I in wm k .ng f lau 1. i t  
is vastly easier, and cu aside, i d more lion on i aloe, In h-;; for allot lie r t ban 
for one’s solf. They could fell lie- people, through Ihe Mi.on a, that, 
collectors' ea.'-l I lino!..* c . v ■ iv;ul. t. e. and make a r-o; * o I on I it, and
coin  .-j/uiicl with itiihv idu d  . u 1; i • i*e ib • ! i to >.'.0 , 1. end Io 1 • < p the
tiling in motion. 11, is no o • demy mg, tin: I I . . , /  lie; got. to be 
worked out;  all the voluntary systems. o! nil pnrlic b..ve (bus to be 
worked out, or I b e y  could not i •* d n. t ; ' i ,  no.  'Jin- committee 
must work bird ,  p  ica/ely, and to onu i '■ o I. would be
well if the servant, ol the honorary com,.nt ti cm id j. -aL-a. 1 1< . ' piri-
tual In stitu tio n , and render you any assi.-funco In*, could  • ,«.•'■ but th is  
im p lies a salaried  servant, paid by the com m ittee. Y ou  cannot, d o  a ll  
(Lie work in dem and by tho m ovem ent yourself ; it. is grow ing, and you  
must lmve an arrangem ent to  assist y o u , or the cause w ill be retarded. 
T ho com mittee) o f  ways and m eans is now the first th in g  to  be realised  in 
th e  progress of organisation .

M r s . B a s s e t ’s  v is it  to  D u b lin  has been o f so lid  advantage to th e  
cause o f  Sp iritu a lism . Several c ircles arc being form ed in that c ity ,a n d  
further  good  new s m ay be expected .

W e  are p leased  to  hear th at M r. M orse has g iven  such great sa tis  
faction  a t L iv erp o o l th a t h e  is  sp ec ia lly  engaged  to  retu rn  there on  
Ja n u a ry  4, 1873.

S p in ica i.i.sts  and  in vestig a to rs a t B ro m sg ro v e  m ay be su p p lied  w ith  
th e  M edium  and o th er  p u b lica tio n s  by M r. P a lm er, W e e k l y  M e r - e v i j e r  
Office, B rom sgrove. L ast w eek’s M edium , advertised  in  the NJ<. e a g e r ,  
is  co m m a n d in g  a ready sale.

P a d d in g t o n  H a l l  o f  P r o g r e s s .— M r. M ersh  w rites :— “ I w as 
very  p leased  to see Hr. S exton  a t our m eetin g  la st Su nday ; he was 
m ost en th u sia stica lly  received . A  m em bers m eetin g  w ill be h e ld  
n e x t S u nd ay ev en in g  after  th e  lecture, a n d  a N ew  Y ea r ’s tea -p arty  on  
Su nd ay, J a n u ary  12, 18 7 2 .”

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  observes that, n o tw ith sta n d in g  th e  prayers in 
ch u rch es and  ch ap els for fine w eather, the rain  co n tin u es to fa ll u n  
ceasin g ly , an d  fears th at th e  praying  ex p erim en t is a non-success. 
T h ere  co u ld  be no greater  sign  o f  heath en ism  am ongst a jieop le than  
su ch  an act. T ru e  p rayer is in sp ir it  to  a sp ir itu a l source, for sp ir itu a l 
b lessin gs, and  n o t a  le f t  or  le ft-h a n d ed  reproach  aga in st G o d  for sen d  
in g  to o  m uch rain.

Mtt. M e r e d i t h  th in k s th e  L iv erp o o l S p ir itu a lis ts  w ill y e t  find the  
I s lin g to n  A ssem b ly  R o o m s to o  sm a ll. “ O n S u n d ay  w eek th e  h a ll w as 
c o m p le te ly  [lacked to  hear  M r. M orse. A fter  he had spoken  fu lly  a n  
h ou r and  a h a lf  th ere  w as n o t a  d issen tin g  v o ice . T w o rep orters w ere  
presen t, S p ir itu a lism  is b eg in n in g  to  be noticed  by the press, and  great  
in terest  seem s to  be m an ifested . T h e  secu la r ists  a tten d  our m eetin g s  
reg u la r ly , an d  w e are k n o ck in g  th e m  d o w n  lik e n in ep in s .” W e  have  
received  a L iv er p o o l p ap er c o n ta in in g  a report o f  M r. M orse’B m eetin g . 
T h o u g h  the rep o rter  sn eers a t  the p r in c ip le s  advan ced , y e t it is th e  o ld  
cry  o f  sour grapes.

T h e  g o o d  w ork a cco m p lish ed  by M rs. H o lm e s  d u rin g  her  recent v isit  
lo  N o ttin g h a m  has b orne fr u it  to  th is  late date . A  co rresp o n d en t o f  
th e  M i d l a n d  E x p r e s s ,  in a lo o se  w ay, ch a llen g ed  the tru th fu ln ess  o f  the  
rep o rt in  th e  M edium . H e  w as p ro m p tly  rep lied  to  by tw o  w riters, on e  
o f  w h o m  o b serv ed :— “ I  d o  n o t  th in k  an  observer so  careless, or  a 
record er so  u n fa ith fu l, is w o rth y  o f  m uch  a tten tio n . C erta in ly  h is  
ev id en ce  w o u ld  n o t  stand  for m uch in a n y  co u rt. I  m ig h t ea sily  sh ow  
th a t th e  s u p p r e s s i o  v e r i  exceeds th e  s u q g e s t i o  f a l s i ,  but h o p e  som e m ore  
able  h an d s w ill d ea l w ith  th e  m a tter .” In  th e  e th e r  le tte r  th e  tr u th  
fu ln ess  o f  ou r  rep ort was su ccessfu lly  borne out. T he broad candou r  
o f  th e  fo llo w in g  sen ten ce  contrasts favourab ly  w ith  the sp ec ia l  
r ecr im in a tio n  o f  th e  a n ti-S p ir itu a lis ts  :— “ A ll  we ask o f  our o p p o n en ts  
is to  p r a c t i c a l l y  p r o v e ' ,  or a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  d i s p r o v e .  S p ir itu a lism . I aui 
su re  S p ir itu a lis ts  w il l  offer ev ery  fa c ility  e ith er  w a y .” B esid es p r o  
d u cin g  m any p ractica l investiga tors, M rs. H o lm e s’s v is it  gave r ise  to  
an o th er  agreeable  resu lt, ns record ed  at the end o f  on e  o f  tho le tters  :—  
“ In  co n clu sion , I  am  h a p p y  to  in form  'O n e  T h e r e ’ an d  h is fr ien d s  
th a t  tho  p roceeds o f  the four seances have c leared  the debt o ff a n e w  
fifteen  g u in ea  harm onium  recen tly  pu rchased  by th e  S p ir itu a lis ts .”

P s y c h i c a l  O b je c t s  a n d  O m c s .— W h o  kn ow s a n y th in g  o f  th is  
m a tte r ? — a p p aren tly  a new branch o f  sc ience. W e  g lad ly  g iv e  p u b  
lic ity  to  tho  fo llo w in g  rem arks on o u r  accou n t o f a p h o to g ra p h  g iv in g  
a double, im age o f  a figure in the background, in th e  hop e th a t it w ill  
e lic it  a sat isfactory explauut ion“o f the c ircu m stan ce  :— “ Y o u r  explanation  
o f the three-corn ered  rent ap p ea r in g  tw ice  is, I  reg ret to  say, unsound, 
for tho  fo llo w in g  reason : L ig h t passing  th ro u g h  a  un iform  m ed iu m  
travels o n ly  in stra ig h t lin es, w h ich , it n o t im p e d e d , radiate in till 
d irectio n s. F ro m  e a c h  p o in t o f  the object, w h eth er  n a tu ra l or  
psych ica l, proceed  rays w hich fall upon  e v e r y  p art o f  tho surface ot th e  
p h o to g ra p h ic  len s, and  are refracted  th ereb y , the co n v erg in g  rays  
p ro ceed in g  in stra ig h t lin es , after p assing  th ro u g h  the len s u n til th ey  

: com e to  a focus, and i n  t h i s  f o c u s  t h e  i m a g e  i s  f o r m e d .  N o w , tho  
im ago p h otograp h ed  m u s t  o j  n e c e s s i t y  o ccu p y  its relative  p o s itio n  ; but 

j i f  th ere  is e x c e s s  o f  refraction  in  th e  lig h t, th e  focus w ill ta ll sh o r t  o f  
! th e  o rd in ary  focus, and  consequ en tly  w ill  n o t reach the p la te ;  w h ile  if  

th ere  is d e f i c i e n c y  o f refraction , th e  rays w ill im p in g e  on th e  p la te  before  
! th ey  have com e to  a focu s; in e ith er  case the resu lt on th e  p la te , i f  a t  
J a ll  appreciab le , w ill be e m in en tly  unsatisfactory  as to  d e ta il, h u t  w i l l  h e  

c o r r e c t  a s  t o  p o s i t i o n .  L et us n o t en deavour to  sh irk  facts w h ile  
I p ro fessin g  to  seek tru th . P erhap s som e o f  y o u r  read ers m ay  be a b le  

to  th row  lig h t  on  th is  im portant subject.— Y o u rs tru ly , L. G. B .
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wants to know why we. nay there vva-. a hpi,-,l. j,,, «/»!.. t 
we have an organism there belonging K> mi inl-llig i 1 I,
I.be h rin " pinl. ” eon V nl ionall y. Kpiril Ii- .; Ii w(1 . i( .
In li/iM laid aside the physical hotly and * ’ ■ . ii,*- |,
1111man hi in/' - that have laid aside the phy > I tod v. ;u,d t; 
intelligence, and eondil ions to e i n-\ ■.<. I i , ,! Jnte|! n i,e- ;1 
the periphery of their psychical bodu : ! i o  -  m a l e ,  i;d*( (
I use the term “ material ” in a (JOnvenfioied , !, *-. ,, 
malarial jii t the same as we are material. I do not !.i,o,v 
(Mir friend Iims about the immalerialily of »>irilk. I'<. 1, . .  j„. 
know anything about them ; liene.'-, i.le. iMc-.-. iy lo.- n., i, 
Momething about I Ik in. In generalising upon lib, i 
bo should know the various pha o l' life,, and bene.': i },. Il,.lu 
this discuusion. V̂ ou see I am not icing jk j»lia < •. of lil'< wjiicj, 
he entirely beyond bin exje ri< nee pin, . . (>l 1 if*: in 
individuality can manifest itself without lie vario-> aj, /... 
in I,Ik- (iondition in which wo undi-r .fund I.!i<-. Ikmusm ( /- • 
After these instruments went round, something took ’ v ,

y b.

»ii i A ] ,  
I'm,, r 

lflo,
b

1 r‘* *• arc 
l,;i' idea 

•- 1101 
^11 bin,

%

and threw them at the man that tied them. HomeK/ic :'. ii:«; ;v j 
up by the same power much more tightly thnu ler vi-io,,-, 
her. A  visitor was asked to go and hold the lady’* lr.,.(j-.# 

place he was told to be careful to feel all down Ki< anu-. !.o

<|i«

Uiai

IJ

Mn. B u r n s ’s  T i it r d  S pk k c !!.
Mi*. B •: : .My friend and I v e in  to be quite at cross sticks with each 

other. I  have come here for the purpose of discussing Modern Spiri- 
. pm, a id he fancies that I have come hero for the purpose of di cus 

ing his e • ay on Z o o l o g y .  Now, that is very unfortunate. Many ol the 
very excellent things that our friend put forward m ight be disputed at 
the right tim e; they may or muy  not be true, and yet iSpiritualiun he a 
lac -. W e liave had no end ol “ p h i lo s o p h y w e  have had no end of 
defi-jjh: id*-.w and word.* about “ phenom ena,” a,id so on ; hut all Ino-c 
delimtioi.M and all I K .le a r n in g  have never been able lo ke( jj nc.v la'*t; 
fn>m coming into tbe world of human com c-ourne. ■>. Aiid so it is v/dh 
Spiritualism. Indi-ed, wjiat. is the u.-to of <c.r deflnitioiiH unlc > they 
cover th-- whole grourid? Our friend tall :*hout life, and y  f be doer. 
Dot know all the phenom ena o f  life ;  lie only know *a very lil.Lle bit ol 
tbe phenom ena of I if--, and tlc r e  lie is w ith K’ . tlieoi’y. Now, I

fl rsi
there was nothing upon them, and having done to hold t.b<;
W ell, there were hoops a tambourine hoop (with c y m b a l i | j;x, Jt 
could be easily heard when moved), a wooden hoop with an iron Ik 
upon it. Tho visitor felt that those obj' ct*. were there; then, holding 
medium’s hands tightly, that tambourine Imop with an irnn lieoj, n,/,n 
it came upon bis arm, without his band being d ie ngaged from hen. 
There was a demonstration of the fact that matter was -.ovr-rod nod r ,n- 
tinned again without hr<‘ak or interruption by some proe' s-, il^t a- r,o» 
understood by those who were present. liat I.enninaK'd the (lark 
seance. Then we had a light seance, which was arrang' d in th,-. u-ij, 
'I here were two rooms, with a door leading from one mio the other. A 

lough I temporary dooj* was placed I! erein, with an aperture in it. Ii.' cc.-.-r 
. room was thoroughly searched, and then the door *: ■. loekM. •)..<: 

candle wa. ; allowed I<t he burning in the room when- the coin!., 
i sitting; a hat was placed before if to prevent tho ray.: falling - 

aperture. Mr. and Mrs. Jlolme -. r-o.i at < ach side <>)' a liMle la*. - 
( under th 5 aperture. Ali w (,'ook :at at the table iacmg the *r<r. 
i We all sat round in a s'-mi-circlo; Mr. .Serjeant Ho.*: iiumediaKlv b ;i;!.'i 

Miss Cook and opposite tbe aperture, and .M A. b-sido Mr. - • • '•
j Cox. In a little while a Aee came to the aperture ; M.A. n

. departed friend. H e.a id ,

1 hcory aft erwards. 1* »* 11 r i»* * 
itliiri the next th irty or loi*l v or 
now the fad s -• if v.e con 1 *  <■/ 
: f< ' i ja lift U •!. I tbm l o

I ion * ol life. He lu ars a sound

to look at phenom ena, and tin n ■ - k I 
enough for u*. to gd. a theory of life 
fifty years, if in tin- meantime we can 
the mod* • in which t hat Hi ing ealb 
friend canto nde 1 - with the manib 
comi g l.-o . a b 11 or a p ot: lie does not call that sound an entity ; b>* 
says therein  rio • laK to that sound, tberelore there i. no 'n td y . 
F  t t-ne’e mu '. 1̂ a great deal more than what he s<- •. or wK;*1 <>" 
he;*/ s, o. <•: • ! b* re /. ouid be nothing 1 o h a * and th-re would b noi hi •■*' 
to - < . io  coirie back t.(> the question of pn'.nomeua. Jt i only by

,i ,gl, '>• |i!,':.-,'d,jf;ria, or u ol ),'
sut j,o“7 ib ! t i i;n ‘. -,vr- .-I.",- abl« to r.-nlifto nl, n” 
j*:*--'.. I) iv,- havo on ly  a p»rt o f t!,o phono

a» tho likcnoaH of
the face nodded adir,natively. 11, went, away uii'l can, 
face til,,, <■;; -1; — a  ,i;:i :,:i, 1,11,; face with itrong feature*, 
al. oneo ; I I,ml -.c-n il. hI,owii ill a riuiilm- v, ; I ]
1 can I,,.11 you a ourioiH circuiiinljuioo of the am-, la-:'- 
jwycbioa). loi-m, I vva ; at a inootillg i-il. John'a I ' m|.
, .-n il,,':  a lady who war j f, a rl.i.irv'o;,.'.'-11-. ,,l
-11'!, I ,-r t . OCOIliY'-ll, “ W lion \',U V/' I';; fi'-re Ir fol'e.. i -.,
inrl i v i' i,, I -. I>f--i(lf; you." .r;u: a il,1'! lb; I - ■ ■'1 -
■ biag-iy a.,,1 j/,-,j,,uni ,,(. , y <;!jr*/,. a long in- |b- r-*11 1  - - 
a,uI a very pronouile, ,1 uliin ro-r, a (l-rr. i),' io)) ar would 1 
to reeooui;-,; |;h<-, far.--; and that (no-; -o o- -o’.h d In. ll.e 
e'.n'-l.ly the ante face as I have h<- n th,-' tilu tl* l“:i1 
ca),di';liuiif. Tlicro in a curiou., fact, r!i-n.. ing ' In.) a !n-; 

-.v-l; ], -yclii,rally ; il. was ruprodur1 <1 al. .Mr,,. 
),,a'i‘- III.orally oul. of uoUiiir.' I,1 ‘ u,y

w -ot away, two olliers w^, -. - „ ion, r: .<• ' 11
with grey hair, and a fine inl.-llig-i 

i-.liow-./l jl'-nIf w.tl, a great, deal ol 
ni.-. d i'. a , tin- 111.one ■' o! l,i - d, -

you A. V>.
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iSjiiriluali-/i look uj 
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ids Wo'r'l.-hojl. I t  in I 111! place wher ; I .e rr  a, 

1-1,on /:. I  l i m  talking ii) of very l it t le  a 
of t ' i "  jih'-MOmonu by H-anir-s is of very gr 
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spirit.
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it matter wlmt I  think or what Mr.'U  ilisin; because what (loos
thinks ? We must succumb to FACTS.

Jbo second evening's debate will be continued next week.

, Bradlaugb’s absence from London prevents his being able to 
I^shi* ecoomi and third speech. Any neoessary correction will be, 

ji'aily inserted next week.—En. M.]

A TEST SEANCE W ITH  MRS. HOLMES.
To th e  Editor o f the Medium and D a i / h r c a k .  

gut —I deem it only justice to Air. and Airs. Holmes to record, in a low 
words, the results of a carefully-conducted test seance, given at their 
mnhouse, to Al. A., my wife, my brother-in-law, Air. .Hums, and myself, 
pour readers will find, it is true, little that is new to those who have 
attended their seances, but. my reasons for contributing my own mite of 
ospcrience are twofold : llrst, as an apology for having on a former 
.vjsiou entertained strong doubts as to the bona fide nature of certain 
of the manifestations ; and secondly, to record the actual and immediate 
Jeiuiiioation of a very near and dear relative by three of the sitters.
1 may premise by saying, that some weeks ago I attended, in company 

with a friend who was anxious to witness some of the spiritualistic 
phenomena fof which he had heard and read), the usual Wednesday 
evening seance of Air. and Airs. Holmes. At this seance certain 
strangers were present, who by their conduct and conversation intro- 
[U.'d a disturbing and antagonistic element to such an extent, as to 
•:vware seriously with the manifestations, and, in the end, to break up 
•„ seance in a manner which I have since heard stigmatised in the

interested may readily be conceived, and we naturally enough broke up
the seance, m solemn awe and gratitude.

J la- back room was immediately examined, but everything was as 
R l*u ‘ > a I it uv  ol ch;mgof not a traco of mcclianiein or fraud could1 1 • 1 , O » --- - ” «#i IMU110.11181

D.° “ Otccted, and every laeilil.y was warmly pressed upon us for 
lion . Eor my pu-t, and indeed I. may say the same of 
it was not needed. W e had already satisfied our 
more than over firmly convinced of that old mu' 
truthful o( sayings, " That there are more tilings in h 
than are dreamt of in our philosophy.”

1 see no Ion" ■' u " Edit

•I'lVi-i 
. triti

xamina- 
all the others, 
and came away 
yet. w it lad most 
aven and earth

my convictions are 
ashamed of them.-

"o linn to adi
rein,-.in, there!'

iKu-ran ,Tuo»»v*ne \

of my doing so, 
vour obedient i

and 1 am not

A l e x a n d e r  R o a d , 
h ' ia c ld r t )  R o a d ,  .V. IT.

S t a n i i o i 'I’. '1 i jin.KJi vn , V mi,i
At.J). Edit). and New York, Ac., Ac.

P  S .--A llo w  mo to say that the consent menus arid siiiinltaneoas 
testimony ot three individuals is generally suppon-d. in nu--t eases, to 
be conclusive ; hut I may add, that on returning home and referring to 
a photograph taken some yeais ru-u before death, the r.-.-enn.lauee was 
considered by a fom th silter, who had never e- .n tie- deceased, to afford 
every warrant for the recognition on our part.

To the Editor of the Medium and /daybreak.
S i b ,—W i ll  you adm it a few lines respecting two seances which I have 

had lately with Airs. Holm es, and at which remarkable manifestations 
of spirit-faces were given ? I w ill not go info detail more than is

rswji'st language, as a direct violation of the terms upon whien they necessary, but it is fair and just to say that the conditions throughout 
fjl tven admitted to the circle.  ̂ I  bave^ already, Air. Editor, com- were of the most rigid test nature. Mrs. Holmes has lately been sub-
B-.xwwd to you the results which ensued, together with the fact that
n.v friend and self, in spite of the extraordinary ring test, left the. room 
-\ a in.’ii dissatisfied frame of mind, and, us 1 have before stated, with 
prong doubts as to the bona .tide of the phenomena we had witnessed, 
l'tio seance, then, respecting which I  wish to give you a few details, was 
;i nr seance, voluntarily offered by Air. and Airs. Holmes to myself 
ir.ii fr.ead, had he remained in London, but that not being the ease 

was on both sides postponed until last week, when the individuals 
aioatiened at the commencement of this letter met at the residence of 
the Holmeses, at five pan. The seance rooms, consisting of a back and 
•ran: drawing room, opening one into the other in the usual manner, 
woe minutely examined in every particular ; every nook and corner 
amble of concealment being peered into, windows bolted, doors 
looked and bolted from the inside. The half-open door between the 
two rooms was then closed by a black screen, having an aperture in it 
about eighteen inches square; and we sat down, the medium herself 
kting been most securely lashed by her hands and body to the chair, 
in suck a manner as to satisfy us all that she had no power of motion 
whatever. The lights having been put out, the circle was formed.
Mv. Boris, sitting at one end of the circle, was held firmly by both 
hands by a relation ol' mine during the whole seance, and Air. Holmes’s 
band; were equally firmly grasped by my own from first to last. 
Ai:r~ immediately the instruments were flung off the table, the violin 
r.:J juiar were taken up and carried about in every part of the room, 
pining lustily; at times they rushed about with such extreme rapidity 
:ns: rad not the sound indicated their position to be in close proximity 
to :Le ceiling, there might have been cause for serious alarm. A 
cessation of phenomena then occurred, at the close of which we were 
made aware of the advent of two materialised spirits, who proceeded 
:. treat every one of us in turn to sundry evidences of their actual 
presence; one, a small child, treated me in the same manner as would 
my own little daughter: she played with my hair, pulled my whiskers, 
feed me on the forehead, pushed her little hands between mine and 
Hr. Holmes’s, and talked in the usual manner of children in general, 
she then extracted a bunch of violets from the coat of AI. A., and 
returned to insert them into my own coat, which, after some difficulty, 
she succeeded in doing, and then favoured me with a parting salutation.
The other materialised spirit then repeated the previous phenomena 
with the instruments, and finally placed one or other of the objects 
ia the lap or around the necks of each of the sitters. A light being 
called for and instantly produced, none but the sitters and the medium 
wfre present. After a pause, we again joined hands, when, in one 
moment, the lashings of the carefully-tied-up medium were unloosed, 
and she was fyge, That most extraordinary instance of the passing 
of matter through matter, called the ring test, was then most satisfac 
torily given to my relative and to myself. I  may say that the ring 
placed on my own arm, while my two hands were firmly grasping 
those of the medium, was one which I  had most carefully examined, 
without detecting the slightest suspicion of a flaw.

We again broke the circle, the medium having recovered from the 
trance, and a candle having been lighted and placed at the end of the 
room, we drew the table up to the screen and sat around it, within four 
feet of the square aperture. After a lapse of a few minutes, a face 
appeared at the aperture; it was a pale, handsome face, with light eyes 
and dark bushy beard ; it remained for some time at- the aperture, and 
was as distinct as the countenance of any of the sitters, but was not 
recognised. It then departed, and after a few minutes another face was 
teen through the aperture, descending apparently from the ceiling, and 
then appearing with the utmost distinctness. And now, sir, for the 
astounding denouement. This face was instantly and simultaneously 
recognised by three of the party as that of their departed relative, as he 
appeared when on his death-bed ; it remained for a length of time 
within four feet of ourselves, and on being requested to do so, advanced 
outside the aperture and then retreated. On being asked whether it 
could communicate by writing, and an answer in the affirmative being 
fiivtn, a slate and pencil were handed, taken in, and then handed out, 
covered on both sides with a message * which, under ordinary circum 
stances, would have taken five times the length of time to write during 
V'Qieh the message had actually been written by this extraordinary 
agency. The overpowering nature of this manifestation upon those

llii» ri-niaikiiblc communication, addressed to Mr. Bum s, is being litlio- 
o |1|i! ol, and will appear us an illustration in the January number of J h tn m n  
b u 'm ,  price Sd.

jected to insult and annoyance from the conduct of some individuals 
who would have been more at borne probably in a music-hall or at 
Astley’s than in a seance room, and whose acquaintance with spirits is 
confined to those of a fluid nature. I  am therefore glad to do her the 
plain justice of saying that I  have always found that the most rigid 
tests are cheerfully accepted, and that under such conditions I have 
obtained the ; most convincing manifestations. On the last occasion 
referred to I brought with me a long piece of white tape which had 
never been used. I  doubled it, and tied the medium firmly to the chair, 
so that she could not stir. The room was thoroughly searched, and 
every nook and corner explored, the doors being looked on the inside. 
Under these conditions we had all the phenomena which occur in Airs. 
Holmes’s presence, and which I  need not particularise. Little “Rosie” 
was especially demonstrative, and was so strongly materialised as to be 
able to clamber up and sit on my lap, and pull my face down and kiss 
it. She laughed and talked with all of us, and afterwards gave the 
ring test to two of my friends in the most convincing manner.

But the most astounding part of the manifestations was the appear 
ance and identification of the faces of our own departed friends. 
During the first of the two seances referred to, one in which I had been 
asked to meet Mrs. Holmes and Aliss Florrie Cook, at 1C, Old Quebec 
Street, the first face was that of a very dear friend of my own, who has 
left this sphere now nearly three years. The lace was distinct, and to 
me most plain and palpable. I had no doubt as to the identity.

If, however, any doubt as to a miracle so stupendous had lingered in 
my mind, it would have been removed by what occurred at the sub 
sequent seance above mentioned. It was a private seance, at which a 
very harmonious circle was present; a friend of mine, his wife and her 
brother, Mr. Burns, and myself only being there. We sat close round the 
table, so that the little aperture through which the faces are shown was 
well within view—so clearly, indeed, that I  could see the faces lloat 
upwards to the ceiling to rematerialise themselves, and could even trace 
their gradual formation. Under these circumstances, with a good light, 
and at a distance of only a few feet from our own faces, we saw the face 
of a most intimate and dear relation of three of the sitters. Alistake 
there, could be none. I  never saw him in the ilesli, but I have seen his 
p o rtra it; and the resemblance, even to one who did not know him, is 
unmistakable. To those who had known and loved him here, the vivid 
return of his familiar features was most startling and affecting. He was 
there, as real to all appearance as though the body had been resuscitated 
and quickened into new life. Even the hand—a most beautifully-formed 
one, which had been his characteristic in life—was there. No test was 
wanting to convince us all that we were ia the presence of one of the 
most remarkable and miraculous phenomena that have occurred even 
in this age of marvels. I  forbear any comment or further particulars.

— 1— AI. A.
MADAAIE LOUISE’S SEANCE.

On Friday evening Madame Louise gave a seance at the Spiritual 
Institution to quite a numerous audience. She was first controlled by a 
spirit styling himself Dr. MacIntyre to give a popular address on the 
laws of health, which was certainly a very compact and instructive speech. 
Then she was controlled to give tests. The first case was as follows:— 
She said, “ There is present a spirit who desires to thank a gentleman 
present for much kindness extended by that gentleman to the spirit’s 
widow. The gentleman has done a great deal for that widow : he has 
done her a great deal of good.” It was thought by some that this spirit 
might be Mr. Powell. On asking the control, it was stated that the 
spirit being described had passed from earth-life rather suddenly, and 
was tall, and the gentleman to whom he referred worked in many colours, 
like Joseph’s coat of many colours.

Air. Kceble thought the description referred to him, as a Air. Camp 
bell had been killed suddenly on the railway and he had been friendly 
to Airs. Campbell, but the test was not clear in all respects. On 
Saturday a gentleman called at the Spiritual Institution, and said that 
he had been present at the seance—the first one he ever attended—and 
was very much struck with the description above reported, lie had 
worked for thirty years as printer with a man now deceased. They 
were very dear friends, and bad much sympathy the one with the 
other, lie  had befriended this companion's widow all he could, but 
had not been able to do anything like wlml; his friend would have done 
for him if he had had the opportunity. About a year ago he saw a 
cone of light three times while he sat in his room with a lamp burning. 
This cone of light, unlike the usual way in which lights appear, had
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the sm all end applied to hi* eye, ami it became \» t lor ir. it ext . e I d 
away from him, and did not emit rays. If.' had an unpr. s-i. i tin ' 
that light was o f  apiritual or.„ rb ha k a ta  nothin* o f  Spiritual’
ism. A friend had given him  a tiokat to attend tha rr id  j e rm  ng  
aeanoe, and it waa nil s,i strange to  him, and hein deaf, he din
not know what t.. make of it till he had thought ov.-r tin in itt. r l ie  
was certain that the spirit desoribed by Madame I. m s was tliu  o f his 
dtnvas d friend, mid the proof to him was the allusion to .l. seph's >■ . 
of many colours. t his gentleman is a colour pi :. r. and In- pulled  
from h a pocket a proof pajier c intuiting upwards it tints win. h
he is in the hah:t o f working with daily.

Madame l.om so g ive  a num lor of other fe-ts, Inn s!,r -n "  ,! ■
not consider her pefonnatuv worthy of her, as el,.1 w as in a t -  -y un 
favourable condit ion.

At US B l  l'TKR F IE L D  AT IIKO K M O ND W 1KK
T o the Editor. Dear Sir, It is A( th pleasure that I inform you (  

the great #.iou'*s we had at H ..... •••Iwil.e > a > inlay, tl 22 i
Though the wca*her was very unhivou ..Me, t ie r  n . -  a l o  , utt I 
ance at each - erv.ee, w ho listened w ith bre.itbless atteatm  It., siihj.et
for the afternoon was “ Spiritualism  W hat s it ?” when the - r 
explained w hat people said it was Some s,. I :: w.o. ine-uierooi, b .1 
that point was fairly aiguetl out and thrown to tie gr.iund : - 'me p. pie 
said it was the wor.x of the D evil, but it was fairly p ■ , .1 that a h use
divided against it- If could not stand, therefore it , . tld not he that old  
gentlem an the D evil, who went about like a roaring lion seeking whom  
be mav devour, for Spiritualism  taught love to G I and lot .■ to man. 
At th e  close questions were invited, . . a grant num ber were ted Mid 
suitably answered. In the evening the subject was " W h o  arc my 
Disciples?" which was also handled in a suitable inn mer. 1 think that 
the seed which was sown, together w ith a large quantity o f Spiritual 
tracts. Ac., k indly sent us by our good friend Mr. John Scott, o f  
B elfast. have do.u a great deal ot go d. Mr. John Ivitson, o f (law - 
thorpe, presided on each occasion. I think if  some o f  our H eakm ond- 
wike friends would take it upon them - Ives to be agent for the -Muon M, 
Spiritualism  would soon thrive, as it seems to be nil on the move, and 
the M k d iv m  was inquired for by a large number on Sunday.— Yours, 
Ac., B . B ra d b u ry ,  l io n  Sec.

-V . Decem ber 23, 1ST—.

W e  arc sorry that the dem ands upon our space th is week exclude 
■ great quantity o f interesting matter, including com m unications from 
•• Investigator,’ M r. Alsop, Air. Enm ore Jones, and others.

spirit-message front the Ra t . Mr. Cat or, which was given  
through Mr. W itheford , o f  Brom sgrove. som e tim e ago. and published  
in  the M edium , has been corroborated by the deceased gentlem an’s 
daughter, in to  whose hands a copy of the M e d i u m  had accidentally  
fallen.

IN F O R M A T IO N  F O R  IN V E S T IG A T O R S .
Ru l e s  t o  b  Ob s e r v e d  a t  t h e  Sp i r i t -Cik c i.e , by Emma Hardinge. Id.
Ox t h e  M-iEir-CtKCLE AXi> th : .  Laws o r Mf.Diuv.sinp. A Lecture by Emma 

Hardinge. Id.
Th e  Cr x k d  o r  rn:-: S p ir i  vs a n d  t h e  Lvri.VKNTE o f  t h :: Rk h u io x  o f  Sp i r i t v  - 

a u s m . A Lecture by Emma Hardinge. Id.
Th " Go s pe l  a x p  S p in  fu  a u s m  : Pie w if.g Imw both rest on the same foundation.

By a v . - . fth< O  nail of England. VI.: is. per 100.
Mo d e r n  Sp ir i t u a l is m . A Lecture by John F. Morgan. Id. Gives a useful 

resume of the whole question.
H bo d o k o  Pa r k e r  i x  Spir i  r-Ltr:-'. A Narrative o f Personal E \  perieucc given 

Inspirationally to Dr. W illis, id. This little work gives a  good view o f  lift 
in tlie spirit-world.

Th e  P h il o >o p h t  o r De a t h . Gives a clairvoyant description of death-bed 
scenes and the i\ Edition of tlie departed spirit', by A. J . Davis. 2d.

Ou t l in e  s  r r  T: v Ye a r s ’ txvK sriu .iriox  o f  Sp a a t v a U s m, by T. P . Barbas.
Is. i>d. A calm and disp issionate statement.

D um ps is  o f  a  M riu h te r  Land. A series ot Spirit-Messages through tlie 
Me iiumship of a Lady. 2s. ckl.

Wh a t  Sp ir i t u a l is m  h a s  Ta u g h t , by W illiam Howitt. Sd. Supplies valuable 
theological arguments.

E x p f r im e x ta l  Ixvi sriGATioxs o f  P sy ch ic  F o rc e , by W illiam Crookes, 
F.R.S.. Ac. is. This work is illustrated by drawings o f mechanical contri 
vance, to prow  that the manifestations really take place.
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H. ti. Atkinson, Esq., K.G.S.
Ci. Wheatley B ennett, E sq .
J. S. Uei'sheim, Esq., C.E.
Charles ilnuHaugh, Esq.
U. l enten Cameron, Esq., M.D. 
Kev. C. Manrieo Davies, D.l).
1). H. IMe, Esq., M.R.O.S.
Mr-. 1'. 11. Oyte.
James Eclmunds, Esq., M.D.
Mr,-. E dm unds.
James Cannon, Esq.

Moroco S. Yeomans, Esq.
(ieorge Cary, Esq., It.A.
E. W. Cox, Esq., Serjeant- at-Law.
11. I). Jencken, Esq., llan'ister-at-Law. 
J. II. Levy, Esq.
W. II. Swepstono, Esq.
Alfred R. Wallaeo, Esq., F.H.G.S. 
Jonah Webber, Esq.

This work is the result of an investigation, extending o u t  two years, hv the following Commiltce, appointed hv the 
(buneil of the Diat .e c t ic a e  So c ie t y  :

Grattan Geary, Esq. C. Russell Roberts, Esq., Ph. I).
Robert llannnb. Esq. William Volckman, Itsq.
Jenner Gale llillier, Esq.
Mrs. J. G. llillier.
H enry Jeffery, Esq.
Albert Kisch, Esq., M.K.C.S.
Joseph Manrieo, Esq.
Isaac L. Moyers, Esq.
It. M. Moss, Esq.
Robert Quelch, Esq., C.E.
Thom as Reed, Esq.

Professor H uxley  and Mr. Georgo H enry Lewis, Esq., to bo invited to co-operate.

Minute Reports are given of the experiences of sub-committees, derived from the general Committee, who were for 
nunv months engaged in the investigation “ of the phenomena without the aid or presence of any professional 
m.diiimami the greater part of these members of Committees “ commenced their investigations in an avowedly 
Hvptieal spirit.” These reports corroborate each other, and embody the following synopsis of phenomena obtained :—

I, Sounds of a very varied character, apparently proceeding from articles of furniture, the floor and walls of the 
room—the vibrations accompanying which sounds are often distinctly perceptible to the touch—occur without being 
produced by muscular action or mechanical contrivance.

II. Movements of heavy bodies take place without mechanical contrivance of any kind, or adequate exertion of 
muscular force by the persons p resent: and frequently without contact or connection with auy person.

III. These sounds and movements often occur at the times and in the manner asked for by persons present, and by 
means of a simple code of signals answer questions and spell-out coherent communications.

During the course of a long series of sittings the Committee obtained evidences, arguments, and experiences from 
the Mowing persons :—

Mr. Glover.
Lord Lindsay.
Miss Douglass.
M. Chevalier.
Miss Anne Blackwell.
Mr. Fercival.
Mr. liain Friswell.
Mr. William Faulkner.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge.
Mr. H. D. Jencken.
Mrs. H oneyw ood.
The Hon. Mrs.------.
Mr. T. M. Simkiss.
Mr. Edward L. Blanchard. 
Mr. J. M. Spear.
Mr. B. Coleman.

Mr. George Childs. Mr. Cromwell F. Yarley.
Mr. John Jones. Mr. T. Shorter.
Mr. and Mrs. Howcroft, Mr. M. Eyre.
Lord Borthwick. Mr. Lowenthal.
Miss Jones. Mr. Hockley.
Mr. J. Burns. Mr. D. I). Home.
Mr. T. Sherratt. Mrs. Cox.
M iss H oughton. Signor Damiani.

The statements of these witnesses are given at length, embracing an accurate description, amplified by cross- 
examination, of some of the most remarkable phenomena which have been witnessed. This important evidence may 
be thus summarised:—

1. Thirteen witnesses state that they have seen heavy bodies-—in some instances men—rise slowly in the air, and 
remain there for some time without visible or tangible support.

2. Fourteen witnesses testify to having seen hands or fingers, not appertaining to any human being, but life-like 
in appearance and mobility, which they have sometimes touched, or even grasped, and which they are therefore convinced 
were not the result of imposture or illusion.

3. Five witnesses state that they have been touched by some invisible agency on various parts of the body, ami 
often, when requested, when the hands of all present were visible.

4. Thirteen witnesses declare that they have heard musical pieces well played upon instruments not manipulated 
by any visible agency.

5. Five witnesses state that they have seen red-hot coal applied to the hands or heads of several persons without 
producing pain or scorching.

6. Eight witnesses state that they have received precise information through rappings, writings, and in other ways, 
the accuracy of which was unknown at tho time to themselves or to any persons present, and which, on subsequent 
inquiry, was found to be correct.

7. Three witnesses state that they have been present when drawings, both in pencil and colours, were produced 
in so short a time, and under such conditions as to render human agency impossible.

8. Six witnesses declare that they have received information of future events, and that in some cases the hour ami 
minute of their occurrence have been accurately foretold days, and even weeks before.

The work also contains communications, letters, and statements from—
Mr. J. Edmunds, M.D., M.R.C.S. 
Mr. A. R. Wallace, F.Z.S.
Mr. Henry Jeffery.
Mr. (irattan Geary.
Mr. Serjeant Cox.
Mr. H. U. Atkinson, E.G.8. 
Profe.-aor Huxley.
Mr. George H. Lewis.

Mr. W. M. W ilkinson. Mr. Robert Chambers.
Dr. Davey. Dr. Lockhart Robertson.
Mr. Shorter. Dr. Charles Kidd.
Dr. Garth W ilkinson. Mr. Fusedale.
Mr. W illiam  Iiow itt. Mr. Edwin Arnold.
Lord Lytton. Mr. J. Hawkins Simpson.
Dr. J. Dixon. Mr. A. Glendinning.
Mr. N ew ton Crosland. Professor Tyndall.

Dr. W. B. Carpenter.
-Mr. T. A. Trollope.
Mr. C. Bradlaugh.
M. Leon Havre.
Mrs. Letitia Lewis.
Tfie Countess Do Poraar. 
M. Camille FUunurion. 
Mrs. Guppy, &c., kc., &c.

T h e  W o r k  i s ,  a l t o g e t h e r ,  a n  a g g r e g a t i o n  o f  the strongest testimony in favour o f the phenomena o f Spiritualism that has been 
presented in  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  I t  o u g h t  t o  he in e v e r y  public library in the three kingdoms, and fo r  that purpose it may be obtained at half- 
price on  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  s t a t e d  a b o v e .
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