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[Price One Penny.

$AlL THE MEDIUM BE TWOPENCE WEEKLY?

eigliteonpence in advertising the Medium in the papers of their district
To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak.

B j this means the chief organ of English Spiritualism woild he in-
fc,_I have long held the opinion that it is advisable to increase the >ffoc ucc®

j-of the Medium from one penny to twopence weekly, and so, once
sy all, gett rid of the anneyanee whieh must arise te yeoraelf ef
“ducting a losing concern.

'} is well .known that “class”

“Mention ot inquirers in all parts of the country, and
Ms sale gradually increased.—Yours truly,

1names DUton. Dec. oth, 18fl. A 'S,

papers—that is, those devoted to Dear Sir,—As an amendment to the letter in this day’s Medium,
joMular interests and not appealing to the general reading community ! where the question is asked, “ Shall the Medium be Twopence Weekly?"
A-,.charged at a higher ratio than publications circulating among the j | beg to offer ray opinion on the subject. | quite agree with 3Ir! Jj
jEjoaby"their hundreds of thousands. | need not enumerate a list, Brown that the Medium is a highly desirable paper, which I much
jspairtfor instance to those devoted to garden culture, horology, appreciate, and should be very sorry indeed to see 3ueh a useful weekly
the upholding of various religious sects, which, owing to their stayed in its progress. But, at the same time, | think it would not be
v-jed issue, cannot hope to pay at “ the small charge of one penny.”  wise to increase its price, as | fear it would be the means of decreasing
I donot see why Spiritualism should be behindhand in its literature, its sale, as many take it out of curiosity, and others who are investi-
wd1think the Medium could be placed on a sound commercial footing j gating, and yetarenot Spiritualists; and these are the parties wewar.tto
vs: onedoubling its price, and giving a fair increase in size. You read the Medium. And if it were increased in price some of these
edd then have an ample margin to permit of many improvements. would fall off; and as cheap literature is the order of the day, I think
Withyour correspondent, Mr. Brown, | wish to see verbatim reports it would be unwise to depart from that rule. At the sametim®; | should
j M.Morse’s seances. | am sure it is only by such reports, “ given wish the labourer to be paid for His hire. | beg to suggest, as an amend-
2 the first person,” that the reader can thoroughly realise the full ment, that Mr. Burns lay before the public, through the Medium, the loss
asaing of the utterances of “ Tien,” or appreciate the broad humour he has sustained up to the end of the year, from the commencement of the
j te“Strolling Player ” who manifests at the circle. Medium, allowing himself to bo paid for his services as editor, equal to
Besicks, | should like to see fuller details than have yet appeared of any person who might be engaged for the same purpose ; and then, if
Ss Fowler’s seances.

A professional reporter, up to his work, if Mr. Burns has sustained a loss of, say £50,1 think there would be found
asefi “on the staff” of your journal, would give vivid and full

one hundred subscribers at 10s. each to a fund to make up the loss.
iscriptions of all he saw and heard at that lady’s, seances, and we |, for one, will subscribe my ten shillings, or more if wanted, and
feila geta better idea than from the often disjointed letters of those trust that others will come forward in the same spirit; and then let
wowill not content themselves with furnishing facts, but water down everyone try to spread its circulation, aud ultimately it will pay i's own
ibir description with large doses of their own notions and opinions. way. Mr. Burns is an able worker in the cause of Progress, and
If the Medium kept its “ own reporter,” we might be favoured now deserves encouragement from all who have a desire to see error fall
saltenwith accounts of mediumship in other parts of the country, and truth rise.—Yours, truly, Jonx P eedmax.
swellasin the metropolis.  The Yorkshire mediums might be “ inter- Stamford, December 1, 1871.
lieied”aswell as many others but little known as yet to fame, who,
Bnever, are by their “supernatural ” powers exercising a great influence j reference to the suggestion of your corre-
the radius of their own community. Bpondent, Mr. J. Brown, in last week's Medium, to raise the price to
Toot American contemporary, the Banner of Light, devotes a large

twopence, | need not say to you, Think twice before you do it. Is it not
Hton of its space to reporting the utterances of spirits who come to | contrary to the spirit of the times? All that seems necessary to make

Sn.Conant’s circle for identification. Nearly a page is occupied every j the Medium pay is the increase of its circulation. Now, might not this
«A inthis way, the matter proving exceedingly interesting, and having jbe accomplished by each subscriber taking, say, only one extra copy?
® of bringing to a knowledge of Spiritualism many who have \ X should think by that simple process all that your respected corre-
a | before heard of the subject, and who can be reached in no other I spondent desires—at least, so far as placing the Medium upon a paying
Could not something be done of a like character in the Medium, basis—would be accomplished. | also, with him, would like to baVe a
*“stranger-spirits” very frequently “ Bhow up™ at Mr. Morse’s sittings? little more of Mr. Morse and the “ Strolling Player,” and that, | think,
With increased funds at your disposal, you could afford occasionally might be obtained without much sacrifice by devoting every other
gleyour readers small vignette portraits of well-known Spiritualists number to their “ inspirations.”—Y ours faithfully,
samediums. Many, at a distance from the metropolis, have never
sen M. Herne, Mr. Williams, Miss Fowler, Miss Kate Fox, Mrs. 11, Belgrave Street, S.W., December 5,1871.
Hadinge, and others. By means of a good but not too expensive
v/deut, they would be enabled to gather a far better idea as to their Dear Sir—| observe in your issue No. 87 it is suggested by Mr.
pesorelappearance than from reading a whole column of descriptive Brown that the Medium should be twopence instead of the present
natterl . - ) . ) . L e ., 1 charge of one penny, whieh, to me,must fall short of a fair remunera-
1think few will object to the increase in price. Spiritualists could = tion&or 8Ucha6\/ u“Ue periodical. | therefore begto state mv acqui-
-0. grumble at so light an impost as twopence per week, provided you escence in the Buggesti(E for tllereasons set forth by Air. Erown.-
z:_iﬁégema quid pro quo in the way of the additional advantanesEl brave YOUFS Fespestiuiy. *Nbtil Large.
imed. L E.T. ;
4th, 1871, Canal House, Maidstone, December 4, 1871.
PA—Why not try a double number for Christmas, like many of your
“Mtemporaries, by way of making a beginning?

Dear Mr. Burns,—In

W. N. Ajimfield.

Dear Sir,—I for one most cordially endorse Mr. Brown’s proposal
to have those instructive addresses given through Mr. Morse taken
. . . . . B . down in entenso, so that everyone who wishes may have an opportunity
ngés_*v.v'th r_elertentce to the SluggeS“.O" I.'” [;aft Fhr_ldkay_ts M Edl'dunl’. ‘9t of reading them. Of all the sermons preached in London on &Sunday,

its price to twopence, I am inclined to think it would Hmit "5 g re not one can be heard at all equal in practical utility, or
midthe%o%ﬁer%la&gggg\zhereasVY;uig\/l rﬁeme lower strata o1 society h_jounded on such sound premises, as those-delivered in the Cavendish
radical movements take their rise and find their chiefsupport. een
kndSpiritualism is eminently a radial movement if ever there was

*Uor ,t bits at the very root of all the evils that afflict society p]bllaterf and at the same time afford the means of
1 ~ though averse to the increase of the price of the Medium, | ioying a B tthand writer.-Y our8very truly,

1 *mld make a suggestion or two, which | think might be turned to Paris, Sunday.
* M fiernee in both extending the sale and augmenting the useful- 1 >
*3%50f that paper. As there are some who would be willing to pay 1

W ne6 for the Medium let them pav a double subscription, and I have not seen any notice taken of the article on Sp'iritualism m the
place a fund in tVie Editor’s hand's for the distribution of free! Quarterly Review of October last. If tinyone were going to criticise it, they
>ci, or fOP advertising

Another suggession is, that those who wish might happily quote the following extract from the same journal some
t’ *«tbe cause prosper should lay out a well-spent shilling or \ forty yearsa g o “ As to those giersons who speculate on the making of

rd tQ the increased price of the Medium, no one, | should
woug object to pav another penny, to enable it to be remune-

J. 1. Gledstaxes.
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tin opinion expressed of tho probability of railway engines running at
the rate of eighteen miles an hour on a railway then in contemplation
between London and Woolwich, the Reviewer adds:—"Wo should
as soon expect the people of Woolwioh to suffer themselves to bo lirod
off upon one of Congreve’s ricochet rockets as trust themselves to the
mercy of a machine going at such a rate.” Theirarticle on Spiritualism
will be read in twenty years’ time, or 1%, with-the-same kind of _fe_elin%
that one now reads tliei W an“inadversions on the possibility of |

railway travelling,—J. If. Gledstane

THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE ST. JOHN'S ASSOCIATION OF
SPIRITUALISTS.

On Thursday evening, November 30th, a numerous party took tea at
the hall of the St. John’s Association of Spiritualists, 7, Corporation-
row. Olerkenwell. After a comfortable tea the audience was consider-
ably augmented, until the room was well filled. Mr. J. Burns, of the
Progressive Library, was called upon to preside, and in opening the
meeting gave expression to the pleasure which he at, all times expe-
rienced in any war promoting tho interests of that society. He claimed
some sort of kinship to it, ns he had been president of the sooiety at the
East End of London which preceded it, and thus he regarded it. as one
of his own children. The secretary, Mr. Pearce, was then called upon
to make a statement of the prospects and position of the institution.

Mr. Pearce observed that it was two years and a half Bince the active

labours of the society had been commenced, and during the last
twenty-six weeks an equal number of free seances had been held on
Thursday evenings. For some time back Mr. Cogman had been the
medium, and his services had given great satisfaction. The smallest
number at any of their meetings had been about twenty; but Mr.
Cogman’s mediumsbip had increased the attendance to sixty, eighty,
and even a hundred people. Most of them were total strangers, so that
the influence of the society extended to great distances. The number of
members was not so encouraging as might have been expected ; but he
was aware that many persons who took a deep interest in the society
contributed to the funds by placing donations in the box when they
attended the seances. He thought it was more advisable that such
friends become members, and thus provide the committee with a reli-
able guarantee for whatever steps might be taken. Since the commence-
ment of the society’s operations 131 meetings had been held, six of
which were lectures, and four social meetings like the present. All
these had been free, and he thought it was desirable to increase the
number of lectures, and various friends had kindly promised to speak if
arrangements were entered into. Previous to (ho meeting he had sent
letters to the secretaries of similar societies in different parts of the
country, and read extracts from answers received from Mr. J. Brown,
Glasgow, and Mr. J. Herod, Nottingham; but as the reporter of a
contemporary kindly pocketed all the documents, we are prevented
from making extracts. He recommended Sunday evening meetings and
a conference or discussion on a week-day evening; also a class for the
singing of spiritual melodies, which was a great want at the present
time. He likewise regretted that Mr. Shorter’s recommendation, uttered
twelve months ago—namely, that a Children’s Lyceum should be
formed—had not been carried into effect.

Mr. Blackburn read an extract from a book through the mediumsliip
of the Rev. Charles Hammond, published in 1853, in which the present
position of Spiritualism was remarkably predicted.

Mrs. Yiney rendered an agreeable service by presiding at the piano-
forte, and singing, with good effect, “ The Blind Girl to her Harp,” for
which she was warmly applauded.

Mr. Shorter expressed his gratification at being present. He observed
that the operations of that society were a stimulus to similar bodies
elsewhere, and he congratulated the meeting on the increased activity of
local societies in London and the provinces. He considered that the
local press was not sufficiently enlisted on behalf of Spiritualism. He
referred to the valuable labours of Mrs. Hardinge, by which the claims
of Spiritualism had been brought before large audiences. It was pleasing
to observe that the subject was becoming more widely introduced
amongst the educated and scientific classes, chiefly through the experi-
ments promulgated by Mr. Crookes. These experiments had occasioned
much criticism and a reference to the subject at the annual meeting of
the British Association for the Advancement of Science. In a recent
number of the Quarterly Review Dr. Carpenter had presented a resusci-
tation of obsolete theories entirely unsupported by facts. The speaker
characterised this effusion as a personal attack upon those who occupied
quite as good a position as the writer. The “Report of the Dialectical
Society” was a marked evidence of the force of truth against preconcoived
views. He considered it well worthy of the attention of Spiritualists,
and should be in the library of each association. The perusal of it
would place at their command a great variety of important facts bearing
upon all phases of the subject. Mr. Shorter feelingly referred to the
decease of prominent Spiritualists during the year ; but it was, he said,
a consolation to know that they were not lost, but were with us in
spirit still more truly than before. He asked, “ Are we, as Spiritualists,
making that degree of personal progress which is desirable?” He
regretted to answer in the negative. Seances were held, physical
phenomena were developed, but the investigations were not carried to

those higher phases of the subject which now demanded attention. It
would not do to remain thus going over the alphabet of the subject;
but an effort should be made to discover the laws of spirit-communion,
and what the manifestations signified. He then asked, “ W hat use are we
making of Spiritualism ?” He deprecated the harsh utilitarian notion.
The discovery of truth was an end as well as a means; but such truth
must be embodied in action and be realised in the lives of individuals.
Something, indeed, might be done to promote education. He did not
recommend that the young should be indoctrinated with any opinions,
but that the effort should be directed so as to educe those powers
implanted in the young by God and nature, and leave their minds free
to decide for themselves when they arrived at maturity, and thus form a
high, worthy, and noble character. He regretted the fact that so little
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of spirits to the circle, and he was of opinion that the trill,,,
chiovous, and lying spirits which troubled some investigator,”H.
en_tirealy tho result of tho frivolous motives which the sitters
tained.

Mr. Morse spoke in tho normal state, and expressed his @@V
that the St. John’s Association exercised a good inlhtence in the
Many were Spiritualists at heart who made no pretensions to it

avo exi)ression in the most enthusiastic manner to \m

tho result of tho Lyceum system, as witnessed by him at Nottingham C
thought one should be established in London on Sunday altem? !
Ho also recommended tho establishment of a class for disemiitIl
advised by the secretary at the last meoting. na<

Mr. Harper, of Birmingham, said he had boon twelve years asy
of Spiritualism. He was continually travelling, and lived the n™*
of his time in tho commercial room, where the conversation,
noon, and night, was concerning Spiritualism. In Liverpool fefo** |
that tho cause of Spiritualism had been very much diiniilatefi*T
the publication of the Bermon against it by the Rev. J. Jass H
Ireland he had found tho subject as “flat as a pancake,” buta
circles were now being established. In Scotland the cause present?
sluggish, orthodox tendencies, under which it was impossible for it
make much headway. He spoke in high terms of the trance-njj Il
ings of Mr. Duguid, of Glasgow. He had in his pocket a d, '
painting done by the spirits themselves in an incredibly a**
space of tune, through the mediumsbip of Mr. Duguid. At theJf
time and in a similar way, the portrait of a spirit which manifesteda
circle in America had been produced. This spirit had conetoa an]
in Glasgow to have his portrait painted, and it was nowon its fiay,.e
America for identification. At the same time they had aso rexhed
indirect writing—a sentence in Latin, being the inscription from
gate in Milan, which two clergymen present translated. ~Asetece |
Greek had also been communicated in a similar manner. M-.fiL/ |
also spoke in the highest terms of the Yorkshire Spiritualists, ufol |
he characterised as the most fearless, independent, and go-aheadofav |
he met in his travels. They freely admitted the public to their mest- |
ings, and they had developed a great number of healing-nediuns, wo
not only operated upon patients, but gave prescriptions, ffe hed ssn
one written in Latin and signed by the spirit-doctor. At Bimingem
where he resided, they had kept up an excellent working sodety tor
three years, but it eventually fell into decay, and had only recently been
resuscitated. They now occupied a public room, and held aenes-
ing on Sundays. Previously they had held two or three; but they
found this an unprofitable course, as it dissipated the interest. Trey
found discussion worse than useless, as a number of people hddny
opposite views attended such meetings for the purpose of heainv
themselves speak at other people’s expense. Three seanceB were held
weekly, which the public were permitted to attend, besides a get
number of private sittings. A curative seance was also held at te
house of one of the best clairvoyantes in the world. Dr. Abemethynes
the spirit who presided at that circle. The medium could d=aite
the ailments of persons she has never seen, if some one related tero
visited her. She prescribed as well as magnetised, and also persoreted
the departed in a thoroughly convincing manner. M. Haper
observed that Spiritualism pointed to progress as the central notioncf
the universe, and that a knowledge of conditions is the true reedto
achieve this progress in ourselves. A man should be trested @a
gardener treats his flowers. As the attributes of our being were nai-
fested through our organisations, we shouldjusthavesuchcharacteristic!
as our circumstances permitted.

Mr. Morse was then controlled by his spirit-guide, TienSente
who commenced by speaking of the reality of spiritual edsee ad
of the individuality of spirits who communicated. They vee jugt &
much human beings as those in the flesh, and came to nnifest with
all the feelings of humanity. He was pleased at the suocess of their
association. It was not from high places that light emanated. Gher
systems which had blessed the world had proceeded from tiny
beginnings. Though the society was humble, many of its membersvee
possessed of true nobility. The question was—* Shall we atpnise?
In every realm of nature there was co-operation; and though tre
atoms might be opposed to each other in themselves, yet when wnited
they formed a grand result. The principles of true ogaistin
depended upon each individual being glad to do that for which they
were best fitted. In the past, setrules had been imposed upon in-
dividuals without respect to this law, thus binding and crarping te
soul, and preventing development and progress. It was inyossible to
organise upon a creed; but men might unite for the furtherance o
truth—to do themselves good, and to bestow the same blessings yom
others. We might venerate principles, and bring our lives ino
accordance therewith, which was all the creed man required—an ex
pression of the divinity that dwells within. It was proved that & ve
sow, so shall we reap, and herein was a creed which was the very trath
itself. The “Strolling Player” then controlled, and, after afewv
characteristic remarks, recited the poem, “ Eternal Justice,” by Crarles
Mackay.

The Chairman said that, in view of the eminent services whch
Mr. Cogman and his spirit-friends had rendered to that association, it
was their duty to invite those spirit-friends to address a fewwordsto
the meeting. Indeed, one of the objects of that meeting was to eqres
the gratification of those assembled to the mortals and immortals wo
had done the work of the association in the time past.

Mr. Cogman observed that his views had been heard so frequently of
late in that hall, that he would rather give place to those who wee
strangers.

Mr. Cogmanwas much under the influence of his spirit-friends during
the evening, and they would gladly have spoken, but his retiring dispo-
sition withheld him from occupying the time when there was suwha
pressure of other speakers.

Mr. Ashman spoke for a few minutes, and gave a short account of his
healing-mediumship. During the last year he had, on an aerag
treated five persons daily, though some days he treated more, Sam»
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A jemBD present, who had died afflicted with paralysis, derground railway. Not being uw
I “efl t0 a pentlemidid VNG veas il the @rimyj eidd soon- lime to account fur the Imiivt !

v e of that profession, and that he had a brother told by a friend thul it »u«cuuted b ___ g jugw J, | o

“*<Yjn the American war, who died from the effects satisfied him; but by-and-bjr be ~ i,3] "~ “g* 'f Uiui

£ ” rtin recejved... This.and..many.other statemen't's were underground railway tralns,_wl,n n |n|_|md|a|| v v w* fie.

were considerably multiplied by the kindly and e Ought to have known i< befon  j|, (LI ee” that

' A Vsv iu which the gentleman questioned the medium. satisfied for ever will) the eab theory, bad in j ("fium. 1, ribeen

1, jif*l en{ to b gentleman %rom the country, anduntry,eockeascoffeltdl lact. Mr. Jtide son mxi atcnd-d urlit

R i- «* i i [

v TaicDiyand dosed by giving a very Satisfactory test ericionre irom the sceyLic ks, W 110 ot Iy 5
J Birmingham. Altogether, the evening was much it 4 Jt.iiitd.elongated.. the body.......... * k] oA lure o (ARr

; Jf Nift'cton® than an uninitiated looker-on would be -able t0  the body ol Mr. Koine, and bud proje JUJ %) >prk

' manystatements made by the medium are of nointerest window ;und (be speaker expr<-t>scid bm i bintA 1t

’e  1-k persontowhom they are directed ; but on comparing medium s confrere* might be projected n

Vrllnwards many truthful statements were found in nearly ISpiritualism bad also moved certain ¢

Jut6 Sometimes spirits manifest who are known to some but, beyond tbut, bad done no good. HV did 1 g
"' Yrt, but of whom the person does not recall any circuiu- Ticbborne cure, or tlie Alul/ama (jueeligh? Ac. Mr
¢ ;V. betime being, so that such delineations go for nothing. 1aflirtuoiive, then aeked bow the Hpirii bad j_aMu Fet*r jyonj

~'sdoeund that Miss Fowler will give another seance on * if: @ Mr. Quail bud ueaerled, spirit could g act wpoi,
then proceeded to deal with Mr. Kickenee rolat,i,g b <4

hi

+veiling next markable experience*, alter which be pwdc g small ntiifj
for iuKpection, which was executed by direct kpirit-powe "
THE SUNDAY SERVICES. oecondr : und ulbo exhibited u large jrlioUlgrajni <, &, Tz;“,ﬂ,’iz

b gratifying sight to see the Cavendish Rooms so woll giving the details of tbc circumatances uuctw wbich it
-Sunday evening, by a highly respectable and attentive The speaker caused coiwiderable commotion and merrimen' \* /
.Y~ Another pleasing feature was the indisputable fact that earneel and rather impatient, and bin Btyle of ciprceeion won vakei <

proportion of th< vim range* due advantage of. r. Eminent, a gentleman witi a - re.- .e
i.Uj these services is not merely to Bpeak to some familiar aud languid rieible faculliet, next confronted  audien> end modi
fromweek to week, but to extend a knowledge of the @ few rambling, incoherent remurkr about b>jing one< ianj up y.,-, WU,
aicknem and bearing gome noiae in bit room, wnlei, tw W

f Spiritualism even into remote districts, by the attend- 4 o
of 5p y down to burglars. (A laugh or two from the direct;.,,, ,/yj, i\ ,

u m jin from th ntry. Th i r f th
A JtPgsz:s," toobe f(t)ufwdci%ua;o);her colﬁmi:sciﬁltjjizgteg sotmg seat, i In referring to my opening remarks, in- informed ut tbal b< n]'iil\{l_
* liitance with natural theology, and we hope his remarks will gee J wag a hipiritualigt, as | had, like Artemue Ward, allowed i, v , Ui
A . A to grow very long. For this lie was sternly repriiuandeti nv the ba ’
with pleasure and profit by all lovers of the truth.  The o, and tyviral gentlemen in the teuis. Jle nngiit have’added tha*
*Y,»0l*BOt s0 good as on previous occasions, as our Mend the my coat ig rather gbabby and my purse nearly einn’v. whiclj i
Yhinr Player” has been chiefly accustomed to the conversa- frequently the result of being a bjiiritualigt. 1 Lave guflere Jr¥1<c()r7e
. it of communication, and found it awkward to sustain a ways than one through trying to advance the truth to Chrul
«'-Yc and connected discourse. men, and, witt ua - Got a
"'r Sunday evening next the rostrum will be occupied by our Mr. Glendinning, acalm and earnest fepirjtuahst, then repro-.e-j MessA*
Syd friend ana fellow-worker, W. S. Godbe, Esq., of Salt Dickenson and Eminent in a quiet, gentle manner, reminding then: o
* (ty. For many yean) this gentleman was an influential their creed, and contrasting their behaviour with that of Spiritualjgt>
C g of the Mormon community, but haB lately been one of win  he ably defenaei pin - ® urf --.. = e
Cjading minds in the great Spiritual movement which is at ubugee, bUt. resum?”'. b!g seat at the expiration .Of foe te: minutes
Yot corg s Salutary revolutionary work in Utan. s SOV, without finthing M. Mertin, o e Hibernia genteun
vill be*The Situation in Utah,” in which h.e.W'” give hie “didn’t lave a straight face in the house.” He turned *Mr. MereditL't
gomeaccount of the very wonderful transition at present apyelious™ to good account, telling us there wasn't an oid woman Y
Y; effected amongst that strange people. We need not be- the country but bad bad her *touchings,” Ac. Mr. John Cnanman
gijke afull audience, as we know there is an intense desire then spoke on Bible Spiritualism, enumerating many instances ol spirit-
Yes: hiediscourse.  The hymns will be Nob. 147 and 84 in the communion, and asked how we were impelled physieallv if spirit couid
gitdLyn. not act on matter? The audience was still ir a good numour ant M-
Chapman did not get lair play. Mr. Craigie. tt< chairman, then
LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. addregged a few remarks, in which he saiu that he wat mmud ..
s y .against Spiritualism, from Hpiritvaltsiw rea:-oh<" The questior. was
laxt Dale Onen's new work, u The Debatable Land Between “then decided by a show of bands, and the result stands singularlv tim-

fcivo ortds " is now“ready. Erlce 93 L . in my note-book :—* 20 true, majority false ' Mr. Craigie oar kinthv
Ge&ldviffieys work, * Concerning Spiritualism,” is now ready, j gonsented to lay before the committee my desire to give a lecture therV/
Tre Gilt Edition in a few days. o on the subject. If | am permitted to do bo, I feel confident that it will
Its beautiful artistic design to illustrate the uTen Spiritual. !leave a better reBult than the debate has done.—Verv smcerelv touts,
Craandents™ has just been published. Liverpool, December 3rd, 1871. ' Aitm.Ytv-.
jewwork by A. J. Davis, entitled “ The Temple,” is ready j
shsdca.
*J® Spiritual Pilgrim,” a Biography of J. M. Peebles, is now Sib,—The discussion on Spiritualism to which you alluded in tout
jasd in London and Boston. lasi number of the Mrnicii anh Dayuezae as going on in the Tourj-

L* tecond volume of Mr. Home’s “ Incidents in my Life ” is Men’s Christian Association, in Liverpool, terminated on Eatnrdav iart
"mepatedto be ready for publication for two or three weeks.  j very abruptly and unexpectedly, and to the no small disappointment of
| the Spiritualists, who hoped, as it appeared to excite a remarkable inte-
. . Irest among the young men connected with that institution, that it
limPOOL YO[_‘JNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. | would give an impetus to the cause, and add materially to the number

To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. ;of its adherents. It is probable, too, this idea may have acted with

Y~ Tutsu—The debate on Spiritualism, at the above-named !considerable force on the minds of the managers of the socie:r, who are

« -or. canetoa close on Saturday last, the 2nd inst. On the first mdecided opponents of Spiritualism ; and hence the reason why the
Y night* of the debate things went on harmoniously and well, | debate was broken off* so unceremoniously and without the slightest

t nation wes fairlyand ably discussed, but on Saturday last the inotice. Be this as it may, however, the proofs adduced from Scripture
YY* to have resolved itself into a burlesque company, to prove the antiquity ol' spirit manifestations, and the facts advanced
Yf m?™ t0 the fact that a large number of them had besieged s experience to support its genuineness, and attested to so seriously

|~ Societys room (which, by the way, is scarcely large and confidently, together with the production of spirit writings and

[ ] tohoiti itsown members; on the previous night, at the invitation drawings,must hare the tendency of awakening a spin; of inquiry in the

M . jU uijudiciouB Spiritualist, and thus rendering the pro- ! minds of many of the audience. Moreover, there was a general invita-
phenomena impossible. tion given to all to visit the seances held weekly at 1)2 Kirkdale-road.
probably from a hundred and fifty to two hundred fand <, Stafford-street, thus affording a free opportunity to any who
Tre ebaimutn, Mr. Craigie, opened by reading a chapter . may be inclined to see arid judge for themselves,
alter which he called upon me, as the first who had j Lifcrpool, 112 Kirkdalt-roud, Dec. 5, 1870. Gro. Beowxe.
= hie hpiritualists in that hall, to open the debate in the
in my plea for investigation | urged that the division,
;x and appellation of things were not the works of nature, Received on behalf of J. H. Powell, from A. L. £Y.
of jur U facilitate our understanding, and that, as Quit next issue will contain along and interesting letter Lorn
“wrelation of all things, without being able to see und Emma Hardinge.
“"a"" tiiat correlation, it ought to teach us that we have not got to Mn. and Mns. Hour, leave England for the Russian capital
N ~ings yet, that we ought to admit the possibility of there to-day, wLere they intend spending the winter. Mr. Home is in
Weide the pale of our individual knowledge, und that w< remarkably good health and spirits.

. to pause before we pronounce the word *impossiblfc.”  \v e have to apologise to several correspondents, and to point to

f{’ of o to answer some remarks and questions of the previous the crowded state of our columns as the cause which has pu vented

r*:Niuu, which I have no space to enumerate here, and 00n-  the jnsertion of severul urgent communications. We have had to

Vkr,C showing the intellectual u»e and the material Use oon hack many letters referring to the proposed increase in the

Y*, 1 Quail, who is of the *“ uuconscious muscular

¢ Lapi » < price of the M edioi.
\\((n,,er ﬁelg:}!et;’;jnsif:rspiﬁ?:oku:iﬁzyog;ﬁzﬁf act?eoglant];ot:;j ) Mn. J. E’_»rnNS will L_ecture on the Dialecti_cal .SocietyV Report,
JSt, # *ere intended to show that spiritualists, though [N the Assize Court, Ivingston-ou-Thumes (kindly granted by the
bwxived. Mr. Gifford, neutral, was next permitted Mayor), on Wednesday evening next, at eight o'clock. Mr. Burns
;Armi. In an able and intelligent manner, he urged i has also been asked to Lecture at Morley, on Monday and Tuc-duy
* ‘nn/tigation, illustrating his ideas in a forcible and evening.-, the 18th and 19th inBlant, on behalf of the local

I“r' Be had once lived in u house under which run an uu- Association of Spiritualists.
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A7 iy \mH <<fiinldornhlv: multiplied by [I* Itiiull v mul
In "Ih'li <linh gentleman dii<*rtion>d (In* medium.
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iinm Atalenieiil* Hndi* by tin* iin‘tlium am of ini interest

11 tin’ jon*i* lowborn thoy mo directed ; hut on comparing
#1Init'i"™'In ninny truthful statements wore found in nearly
y . Sometimes snirlte manifest who ore known to some
» rLhut <l "horn tin' person does not. recall any circuni-
m 1 lii (h« linn® being, so that «licit delineations go for nothing.
» Hieptiul tlint Md* howlor will give I[Ulothcr sonllco oil
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j  agratifying sight to see lho Cavendish Rooms ho woll

Smim mi lling, by ¢ highly respectable mid attentive
Another pleasing ti‘iitmo was th<* indisputable fuel that.

1> iwpii'% of tho visitors won* ontiro strangers. Tim
1 ! UM mrviecs is not merely to spook to some familiar
wii W'k to wook, hut to extend n knowledge of the

;0 . 1 SpiritimliMiii oven into remold districts, by tho attend m
|, 'i >urviw from tho country.  Tlio discourse of tho
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Ml

(IArgroiniii rmUa).  No! Unjg nwr g( tin fuel, In viii*at n ls=a U_

qe.
Iretnlilin mq ttrnu?

Moru lilliu to iHVmiitl Inr lke- linUftr Iretnlilin® mq ttrnu” ... until
told by « friend tIml it mu, cae.-d by Mr(* mid <nlw in Ibs .In'l |

satisfied bon, but liy-itud-hy in timl 1l.s real <mi*e v |h»
iitidargreinid railway trmis, .......... |v t,, bun that
be “lglt. t) NU\KIOVHI I Uf,r 1, I proULIl Imtr |« Il
sal iidli‘il ter 1'Vir willi till* eul) theory, Imil 1,,, w«nre it

Ibe real Inet. Mr. l)ielen»on nut n><i<l| 11, plnlbne mil llnn
eommenci d tile rm! fun ul (be mveliiiip  llr mni.iigi 0 Oi,j» on nil
erriousiists Irom (lie seeiitin rank. W 1> bi,] Sp/r.iu.] ur
ii. 11l Imd elongated t(ie bisly of M i.A Itdinuiui.,, n but elniigat«l
Hie loly ol Mr. llome, and bud proji I'teil Inin liuri/j.ntnilt lliii,ugb a
itilidnw , and llie *|,<nker rt|iri>iind bu- eliaritable w,.b IL.nl » us,/ |j,e
inediiilii p<Htrtrn niiglit bn projected in a Minilar niain.i r ntlrr 1..in.
t'pirilualiMii bad al»o inotod certain chairs, tables, and pianotnrir* ,
Iml, beyond that, Imd done no gotsl. ~Wbv did it in' ullle tbn
‘jieliborne rtiee, or ftil* Abit.on:;, questionf Ac  Mr Mrreililh,
atlirniaUye, then npkiil bow ths spirit bad released IVtrr tn.in prison,
lil, " M. Quad Imd mMHlid, Muni e-uld ml x| i|- =>nalter'( lie
| in proceadod to deal with Mr. Jliokencon, relating  mie >A his re-
markable exjieriemvs, alter wlueli be imismil n smalt oil |ia,r.ttng rouial
Qor inspee.lion, wliieli wasexaruted liy direct epiri* power n |, it* li ne
Seconds; and also exhibited alarpe photograph ol a erttwn th.wer*,
giving liie details of the oirciiinsuuuss muter winch il was receited.
The Missikei*‘caused eoiisiderable oomluotnoi and meriin.etii bring very
earnest and rather imiialient, and bis style of expression was takmun-
due adran(age of. Mr. Kiumehs, a gentleman woli a strung nerve
and languid risible faculties, licit O Llrcilitiil Ilie auilieiice, Mill In.vle
a few rambling, incoherent r«marks about, being oner- laid lip with some
sickness and hearing some noise in bis room, whieli be ni once st
I'down to burglars. (A laugh ortwo from the direction of Mr Kinmeitss

i seat.) In referring to my opening remarks, lie inform) d nsilmt t< could

et Al A . . 1see I'was a f'piritimlisl. as | had, like Artemus Ward, allow, < ny iar
{diiMm'" with natural theology, and wo hojto his remarks will to grow very long. P or tliis be was sternly reprimai.did by the eb.i.r

sr.Ji Mik pleasun* and protit liy all lovers of the truth. Tho yan and several gentlemen in the Seals, lie might l.u'c added that
_2ms ot so good as on previous occasions, as our friend tho : my coat is rather shabby and my purse nearly empty, winch i>a'sti very
Ndling Player” has boon chiefly accustomed to tho convursa- j frequently tbe result of being a Spiritualist. 1 b sutb rx| in nnn-
Ayilrtrdi* of communication, and found it aw kward to sustain a i \*ays tlinn one tlirougli trying toadvnnoe the truth 1< ( hrx-tum <itr.iu-
+pii .ud mmii‘cted discourse. and, with the will ol God, will sutler niueli nior< il it Is- neoasary.
"(IINjnoty wuniog next the rostrum will bo occupied by our ; Mr. (llendillliing, acalmand eaniest Spiritualist, Ilira repr. m1 M<-sr>.
-rxio In'tid and follow-worker, W. 8. Godbo, of Salt Diekenoon and Knimemi in n quiet, gentle manner, reimiul;r.g them <L
1y, lor many years this gentleman was an influential . tluir creed, and contrasting their behaviour with that of Sp:i.tnabsts :
starof the Mormon community, but has lately boon one of after which he ably defended Spiritualism, and s|sike of its uses mid
gy minds in dm great Spiritual movement which is at l'abuses, but resumed bis seat at the expiration of the ten tl;ImUIIS
prl lirig sueh salutary revolutionary work in Utah. His § e qtee LRt COER e renarke 1 Tt
will be *"The Situation in Utah/’ in which ho will give his pany Y . y

SN nt of th derful t iti t t | “didn't lave a straight face in the house.”” He turned ** Mr Merediths
5T aooount OF the very wonderiul transition at present * yaryefious” to gixid account, telling w» there wasn't an obi woman ri
effected amongst that strange people.

el 0 ~Wo need not lie- .the country but had bad her “touchings, Ac. Mr. .kbn ( iapnai
Mrliiuaful audience, as wo know there is an intense desire | then spoke on llihie Spiritualism, enumerating many nisianc,s ,.| sptnt-
- ku h*discourse,  Tho hymns will be Nos. 147 and S| in the | communion, and askol how wo were impelled physically tf sp rit < utd
Irtw v =, j not act on matter? The audience was still it a g. id huincur ¢ d Mr
t'Impmaii did not get fair plnv. Mr. Cra.i®e. the rha u
addrcssid a few remarks, in wliich lie said that he was * '
| against Spiritualism, from <Sintur.iislu- ntifi li.e qurstmn was
| then <iiit.nl by a show of hands, and the result stands mi gu’arly thus
iii my note-book : ' JOtrue, majority tala,”!  Mr. rr.vg.e la* kmd.y

\ \vihg Player,” to Ik found in another column, indicates some

LITERARY INTELLIGENCE.

Ubert Ikla Owen's new work, “Tho Debatable l.and Between
fksTwoWorlds.” is now ready. Price Its,

(kralliMssseg‘swork, “Concerning Spiritualism,” is now ready.
Rel. TheGilt Edition in a few days.

e beautifl artistic design to illustrate tho “ Ton Spiritual
Commrandnentshes just Ikhiu published.

Trerewwork by A. J. Davis, entitled “ Tho Temple,” is ready
sAffifric*.

“Tro .Spiritual Pilgrim,
phideimLondon and Ro:
Teseood volume of Mr. Home’s “ Incidents in my Life” is
WiipocUd to bo ready for publication for two or throe weeks,

n liography of J, M. Peebles, is now
ston.

LML YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.
To the Editor of the Medium mul Daybreak.

D Fsiekdi—Tho debate on Spiritualism, at, tlio above-named
Jdua caim'to a close on Saturday lost,, the 12m inel. On (lie first
tHVivd nights of the debate things wont on harmonioiislv ami well,
sadhquestion wes fairly and ably discussed, but on Saturday last the
atirg weered to have resolved itself into a burlesque company,
‘omy rodoul, to the fact, that a large number of them hod besieged
mRjchdceical Society’s room (which, by the way, is scarcely large
«eghiohold itsoan members) on Hie previous night-, at, the invitation
-« wnmt but injudicious Spiritualist, and thus rendering the pro-
Vjcn of phenomena  impossible.
lap sere probably from a hundred and fifty to two hundred

‘Jro chairmen, Mr. Craigie, opened by reading a chapter

- aihe Bible, after which he onllcd upon me, as the first who Imd
jjk«ited the Spiritualists in that hall, to open the debate in the
“&@ne In ny plea for investigation 1 urged that, the division,
**lisiian and iip|x'!lat.io» of tilings were not the works of nature,

: ~Ninertias of our own to facilitate our understanding, and that, ns
“echitted tits correlation of all things, without being able to see and
' knund that corralation, il, ought t leach us that we have not got to
" (F things yet, that wo ought to admit the possibility of there
tuhaouteiil” the pale of our individual knowledge, and dial we
ftrerefore to pause Isifore we pronoiinee the word ** impossible.™
1"proa-xIwl to answer some remarks and questions of the previous
4k JdiKussion, whioli 1 have no snaoe to enumerate hare, and eon*
““WHhv briefly showing the intellectual use ami the material use
fyimmlxd. Mr. Quail, who is of Hie "unconscious muscular
ofats” .nt “mental transfer” school, next ocoupicd tho plat.fonu,
M jt he believed in spirits, but they cannot act on mailer.
fiinirL were intended to sltow that Spiritualisls, Ihougli
1U, vore deceived. Mr. (liflord, neutral, w.w next permitted
1;Hli»llicrostrum. In an able and inlelligei ( manner, lie urged
j/toaily of investigation, illustrating his ideas in a forcible amt
Talmuicr, lie had once lived in a house under whieli ran an un*

]

i
1

1draw mgs, must have the tendency of awakening a spirit >t

consented to lay before the committee my desire to g-*e a lecture litre

on the subject. If 1am permitted to do so. 1feel confident that .t will

leave a bettor result than the debate has done. Very sincerely yours,
1Avirpoot, December 3rd, 1871. Aitmvvtt'.

Sm, The discussion on Spiritualism to whieli you alluded in year
lasi number of the Mkiuou xni> Damikicak as going on m t Aoung
Men's Christian Awociution, in Liverpool, loniuiiatrd on Saturday la>!
very abruptly and nncxpecletlly. and to the no small disapp. :timnt >t
the Spiritualists, who hoK*d, a* it appcarol to evciti a rcinarkab’c it.tc-
resl among the young men connected with that msiiti.ttot that il
would give an impetus to the cause, and add materially to the i-i.r.ib.
of its adherents. It is probable, too, this idea mav Lave acted with
considerable force on the minds of the managers of the soon ty, win* are
decided opponents of Spiritualism; and lienee the reason win the
debate was broken off so unceremoniously ami without, the slightest
notice. He thisa* it may, however, the proofs adduced tr. m Scripture
to prove the antiquity of spirit manifestations, and the far!* advanced
as experience to support it* genuineness, and attested t* ]
and confidently, together with the production of *j>0it wnt;i»* ;
io-o*m
minds of many of the audience. Moreover, there \w,-1 i. s i
lion given to all to visit the seances held weekly at 3J. Ivnktlah .,
and (i, 8te(Turd-street, thus affording a free opportunity t» &y who
may Is* inclined to see and judge for tWm®*olve».

I iurpool, 32, KirkdeU read, l)«v. R 1870. Geo, Hi.onm

Ric'kivk!) on bohalf of J. Il. Rowell, fli'in A. 1 . CI.

tIfii noxl issue will contain a long and interesting letter from
Emma llanlinge.

Mm. imi Mus. 1lolir. leave England lo* the Ku -*ian capital
tonlay, whore they intend spending the winter. Mr 1lL.me is in
reniarkalilv good health and spirits.

W k have to apologise to several con. sp>i.denl - and . ) tv
the. crowded state of our columns a* the cause which liaspn  ted
the insertion of several nrgi ot communication-*. \\ e liave I'to

lo op hack 'many letters referring to tl.e propo*til irci."v*' m she
price of iln> Mi oh m.

Mu, ), Ip ula will Lecture oil the 1linlettun! > >!d > g it,
in the Assize Court. Kingston-on-Thames (kindly: ianted hv the
May or I, on Wed no: dav i vening next, at >irhi o. M. lini in
lias ids,* boon asked to 1..tine at Motley, on Monday and Tm-duy
«*voiling;’, the 16th and It'th inslant, on Khsil of the uv»l
A eiation of Spiritualists,
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2Tf)c Spirit fttrufirnflrr.

A seance is hold every Friday evening, n gitflj i
th{) Mkimi m; J. J. Morsye, Tran)ée»Mediugm, eﬁg"&ﬁ?"&%ﬁ% L'}(’t?!g‘sg
oilier, circles we do not endorse or .stand onsililti ads or
teachings jNiven BVtho spirits.  Our do-irr s, ﬁi brief, tu *faith foi
ropro-i‘ntiition of what tukr* place, for tho penefit of tie
attend.j

Friday, I)e ember 1st.

Tho medium having been conirolled, Twn-Sien-Tie rooeeded to
answer the following questions:

<i- Is prayer effiencil.uain restoring tlie health when it is ipaired >—
A. Yes. Tho real philosophy of the matter is simply this: The person
who sends upwards his aspiration for the health of his friend, preparestl
psychological conditions surrounding the siok man for the reception, as
it were, of spiritual power and health. Prayer is, therefore, simply a
means to on end, and one of the many forms of which humanity avails
Itself for its benefit; it is one method, but not the highest. It in‘subject,
to vast improvement.

Q. What is the highest method? A The highest method whereby
humanity can elevate itself is the absenoo of tho necessity of prnycr
where life is one eternal song of praise, and not praise anil prayer at
intervals, simply when the pressure of circumstances causes humanity to
feed its weakness. It is the principle or foroo within acting upon the
individual, and making him feel his dependence upon the laws that
govern his being.

Q. Do you mean to say that man is absolutely dependent upon spirits
ontsh! roes of nature >—A We would rather have you infer
that man is naturally dependent, upon tho principles of existenco.
Directly he attempts to infringe tlion, they make him feel their inllexi-
bility. * The more we trust to expediencies, tho more suro is our dis-
comfiture.

Q. If a medium is troubled with low spirits, how is ho to got rid of
them >—A. The best method wo could advise would bo, first to take tho
medium out of such surroundings as conduce to alow and dopravod
condition, either physically or intellectually, moro especially physically;
for low and undeveloped spirits arc of necessity drawn to, or attracted
by, depraved physical conditions ; while when they find a high standard

of physical excellence, it is difficult for them to penetrato the sphere
around it. Place the medium in such circumstances as promote a
healthy condition of body, thus causing the mind of the medium to
centre on all that is pure, noble, and elevating; and this will eventually
wake up powers that shall, by organic barriers, prevent the ingress of
so-called low spirits.

Q. Take tho case of a medium who is surrounded with average good
conditions, and who is yet plagued with bad spirits? A. It is the law,
so far as we have been enabled to study the matter, that no imperfect
and undeveloped spirit can maintain a hold on another individual
unless there be some flaw therein ; and therefore we must return to the
physical condition of the medium suffering, and we shall find that
there is some temporary downfall of the bodily conditions.

Q. Do you think the science of phrenology, in its present condition,
is anything like perfect? A. Phrenology, like all other sciences that
for their unfoldment depend upon the intellectual condition of humanity,
is not yet in a state of perfection, nor yet in its infancy. Giant strides
have been taken, but there is still more to do. We hope to bo able to
offer our experience on this subject at some future time.

Q. Last week you expressed your inability to answer a question
respecting a disease of the brain which was called by its technical
name; may | ask, therefore, if you are unable to understand a question
put in a foreign language? A. As we are sympathetically related
to the consciousness of the medium, we are, for the time being,
dependent upon his ability. All things that fail to impress themselves
upon his consciousness we are unable to make any use of.

TIE * STROLLING PLAYER"
then gave a sketch of a hard-working man who, though without vicious
Epensities, had no desire for anything higher than the gratification of
is- lower faculties. He might attend church, and be considered worthy
of heaven; but such a person would be very uncomfortable in the
orthodox heaven, where so many beautiful objects and such charming
society were to bo enjoyed. He contended, therefore, that the popular
notion of paradise was false, as it did not even meet the requirements of
those who were deserving of happiness in the future life. He promised
that on another occasion ho would resume the subject, and sketch the
career of such a person after death.

LUCY AGNES WOOD.

“1 feel so strange! This is the first time | havo done this. | have
been asked to come and let my parents know that I am well, and that
all that | used to fancy | saw was true. | left the body in June, 1860.
I was only fifteen years of age. My name was Lucy Agnes Wood, and
I lived at Dunmore Villa, Forest Hill. | wantmy parents to know that
I am so happy, so happy!”

The spirit controlled with difficulty, and some of the words could
scarcely be heard.

HEAVEN AND HELL.

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED IN THE TRANCE, BY J. i. MORSE (MEDIUM), UNDER
THE INFLUENCE OF HIS SPIRIT-GUIDES, IN CAVENDISH ROOMS, MORTIMER
STREET, ON SUNDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 3, 1871.

Invocation.

Upwards, 0 our Father, from the stormy paths of life, come tho
heart-cries of Thv children, humanity, toiling up the hill-side of diffi-
culty, with no light to guide their wandering feet. Oh, how much need
have they of Thy presence, and of the bright messengers from an
unknown land! But have they no light? Hast Thou left them in
darkness? Is there no glad messenger to declare to Thy children the
cheering gospel of life? With gratitude, we believe there is. Thou
hast revealed to us the divine principles whereby Thou governest all
things, and these are sufficient for us." We thank Thee that we never

levered froi Thi* We thank Tin
n of punt age that, have kept the lain for o
for lho unenlightened of hun y. Help ,
worship J'hno in spirit and t ith ~1hi
firmly, i d go on for tb advnnr it of
thralion of our fellows.

The, qucietion of the Ib 1« bengfit IL,i. 1,
tho yiews of philanthropist* um
future they Imat to God, oogorilinji ~till)
w),ioh they »uppoBi>Mo line inHtitui. d M
to think in how far our present uo* Klify f,

py ral existence mediates our sp iliial

Rr.Xi lit, form of development is noceHs:

Thi, being true, we carry the queatir bou
and trace th* consequences ultimating

Inrly known as Heaven and Hell. J<Wbe ulifnl,

the “conception of heaven, with all its glo  nhbeatit
bow dark and terrible is the picture ot In Anil *
both, as. from his knowledge of facts,

Booing tho wondrous and universal poi

human mind, it may bo asked How did tiny

the cradle of the human race India, so grand an
physical conceptions -and there you will find tin-;

all’ religious philosophies manifestly ori%iﬂate' fr
and interpretation of the foots of nature ; but. man j, pii
but dimly perceives facts, and errs in bin conclusion®, 1,
succeeding ages modify tho results, often without a
tion of tho primary facts, and thus untenable theor
conferred on them by age and authority.

The plant was seen to die, and its existence vanid
The nnitnal perished, to be seen no more. And theyynj|
epoch being that might constituted right, it was es
God, tho powerful and perfect, cursed, condemned, am) .
tho weak and erring. A deeper insight would 1v.'. « .
primitive observers that death is not annihilation, J t ' *
of tho elements. But as the idea of God’s supremacy,"" -
transferred from country to country, and from age ... »
transformed by the process ; it took on the poetical, :/i ‘
uninetaphysical attributes of the minds which ent<ru- i.” ‘»

Hence the theory was elaborated that, man returned i.

death, and became gradually purified, the lower dev . \Y

the messengers of the gods, doing duty to their brethren '
atonement for their idleness or dissipation during their 1"

Thus entertaining authoritative ideas of God’s government >«

for the Church to become a priesthood—the rulers rather
teachers of humanity. This we find signally illustrated i«

of the Romish Church, which originated from the engraft! < .
ideas upon heathen theories, ana a new departure wes taer,

of priestcraft. The vindictive and tyrannical theology | -
based soon constituted the Church an aggressive politi a! pwr,

over man with a rod of iron, rather than as a spiritual guide hed'r.->s
upwards by loving services towards God the Father, Jr. the ..M
Church, good and evil, right and wrong

served the interests of the priesthood and upheldthe Chur wesr.

was a saint, howover black his moral nature, however selfish his nsts

or however damnable his conduct. On the other hand, he who.
inherent goodness and spiritual enlightenment, dared to cra";
emissaries of the Church, in any particular, was regarded b
heretic and sinner, subject to the vengeance of a bloodthirsty (:gng
therefore a fitting victim for human cruelty. Thus we itav; i. -.
of Heaven and Hell; not compensation founded upon man's: ..

and degree of development, but a bribe or a cruel punishm;-: r.
ducement for men to sear their consciences, put on the “bu: ! >
tion,” and become the craven slaves of that villunous eo/p

type and essence of all that is criminal and degrading in

Church theology, and it is so to this day. The Church a:'s -%
political, not a spiritual power, and deals with man’s repair/: n; :
than with his moral nature. It does not matter a gTest ddl ho*
much of a scoundrel you may be, with what cruel tyramy you
oppress ths poor, with what avaricious villany you spoil the people,
only by these means can you build up a fortune and deTote apar .:
to existing priestly institutions. Then, howover great your -rs'-i.;
and moral degradation, you are certainly considered worthy . e n-
able recognition in their most holy places. These abortions of: .

arc the materials of which our patron saints, the pillars of tue Qunh
have been constituted in all ages, and a man has only to tri: ¢« v
Esent day to get into the theological heaven ; but his place is 1

dare to disbelieve, however much his moral character and splrltual
elevation may entitle him to better treatment.

It may now be asked, “What is the moral result of such teaching
upon the people ?” They have only to adopt the degrading eqe-
diency of serving the Church and cringing to the priesthoed. The
leads to hypocrisy and perpetuates rascality. *“ Thus,” say the -ip -
nents of popular theology, “ God isjust,” and hence he mustiv’ stv
punish the evil and reward tho good. But how could he aeconiplsh
theseends of justice unless he in hiswisdom had created Heaven andEr.i
for the purpose ? Such short-sighted justice is not worthy of menm
less of the Divine Father. What should we think of a pa:’
who reared one of his children in conditions averse to Sucres- =
development, and then mado a hell in which to place him etermally
for his shortcomings during organic life? And where is the moral:?
of that salvation which is predicated upon the suffering of an imoesr;".
person ? Such an idea is man making God, not God making men
It is a dragging down of the Supreme to the level of human seliisbvss
and cupidity. Such low and offensive representations have been tb'
cause of the atheism which the pious deplore, but which atheism is a
valuable indication of tho principles of justice which animate the
human soul. Who, with a spark of enlightenment or charity in his
nature, could draw near to such a God as a father, thank Him for
existence, or demean himself by craving at His capricious hand nercies
which common benevolence would not withhold ? What idea of long-
suffering justice can man entertain of a being who would consign him

''to eternal destruction for tho perpetration of some trivial act com
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