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0  Thou great Spirit, that knowest us— that hast given us life and 
being, thought and reason—from whom doth flow all inspiration— from 
whom has proceeded all knowledge—Thou art suflicient for us! W e 
come to Thee as before no earthly high priest. W e see Thee not, and, 
except by the providential care with which Thou hast girded us about, 
we know Thee not. O Thou who hast given beauty and perfume to 
these blossoms; Thou who hast made us strong to do, wise to know, 
capable to think, art enough to instruct us in our blindness when we 
are searching after Thee and thy ways. In  vain the stammering tongue 
of man would prate of Thee, until Thou dost open the page o f know
ledge. In vain the profane hand of man is lifted up to shut his fellow- 
creature out from thy presence, so long as thine angels throw open 
wide the gate to let the spirit in. W e stand before thy altar, O great 
Spirit, this night, and though no word o f man has consecrated this 
humble place, though no form nor ceremonial of human ritual has 
dedicated it to Thee, it is Thine. Every grain o f dust is thine, and we 
are thine ; and better and holier do our purposes loom up before Thee 
whenever we stand alone before Thee as thy creatures, worshipping 
Thee in spirit and truth, than through aught of the machinery that 
man has made. W e reject it by our presence here this night, and 
stand dedicated to Thee alone, great Spirit, purposing to worship Thee 
in such spirit and such truth as Thou wilt deign to pour upon us 
this night.

If we were to search analytically the mind of every human being that 
makes up the sum o f civilisation, we should be enabled, with all the 
professed varieties of belief on religious subjects, to classify them into 
three sub-divisions, namely, Ritualism, Spiritualism, and Secularism. 
It is in vain for us to pretend that we are independent o f our beliefs 
concerning the causes and events o f life ; we are not so. W e are every 
day and every hour acting out the influence o f our religious or non- 
religious beliefs ; we are the creatures more o f our religious beliefs than 
of our social, political, or intellectual institutions. Our warriors— that 
is to say, those whom we should better call our murderers—act out their 
religious belief, for they worship a God of slaughter. Those who 
plunder and cheat their fellow-men have some peculiar excuse to find in 
their religious faith for their actions. The Mohammedan devotes one- 
third of his life to the rituals o f his belief, in the firm and unquestioning 
faith that it is absolutely necessary for his salvation. The Fakir wastes 
a life in contemplation o f a grain o f dust or spark of fire, in the simple 
belief that his act is far more acceptable to his Creator than all the 
service of civilised man. You and I  act out our faith, whatever that 
may be; and although the shadows of eternity are so mixed with the 
sunlight which the great Creator is daily pouring along our path every 
moment of our lives, and the blossoms which he has planted in what 
we are pleased to call this vale o f tears are so constantly inviting us to 
gather them that we are perpetually forgetful that, those blossoms are 
but] milestones on the road to eternity, nevertheless it is the fact 
that we are perpetually pressing on there— perpetually acting out 
in our daily lives some preparation for our hereafter; or else, in our 
scornful repudiation o f it, we are perpetually arraying ourselves against, 
those who do think of the hereafter. So that, whether we are Secular
ists or Religionists, the inevitable thought o f the mystery from whence 
we came and the shadow of the country to which we are tending girdles 
us about with cause and effect from morning till night, and it is only 
in our egotism and our selfish blindness to aught that is greater or 
wiser than ourselves that we are persuaded for a single moment that 
our religious beliefs do not influence our lives.

This subject is one o f the deepest importance, for since, from what
ever causes we may be pleased to allege, we have arrived at that point 
in our religious history whore we can look abroad upon the masses o f 
civilisation and subdivide them into the three forms I  have named, 
we cannot stand neuter to the effects which those beliefs are producing 
upon us; and just as far as God has given us reason, and the motive 
which reason brings to influence our choice and belief, so far is it our 
duty to analyse those beliefs, and question which o f them is o f the most 
avail in guiding us towards the shores o f the land to which every foot is 
pressing home.

We know that there must have been a time which antedated all 
forms of ritual belief or ceremonial worship. From  the furthest
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researches that wo can make in the history of man’s religious progress, 
wo find that there were periods when the founders o f all civilisation in 
the far-distant East retired from the busy hum of life into the depths o f 
the ancient forests, in order to solve those mighty problems of being 
that were pressing home upon them. No sooner does man begin to 
think, no sooner is his intellectual nature developed, than he is com
pelled to question o f the mighty sphere o f causation which is moving 
in the machinery o f nature around him. It is impossible that he can 
behold himself in the hands o f the mighty, unknown, majestic power 
and being without questioning, W ho is this infinite “  I  am ?” The ancient 
man, like our young children, first questioned, under the morning o f 
reason, in the earliest dawn o f intellectual light, “ W ho and what is 
God ? Whence, whither is the soul bound ? ” In  answer to these ques
tions, various were the speculations in which the mind indulged. But 
some o f these thoughts are yet handed down to us, and they give us the 
assurance that in the depths o f the old forest man conversed with God 
through spiritual agencies. Voices from the land of the unknown 
answered him ; beams of inspiration shot across his way and pierced 
his brain, and caused him, in vision, to behold the imagery o f the 
mighty scheme revealed to him. The apparitions o f the beautiful, and 
the loved, and those that had transcended the powers o f mortality and 
gone to the brighter lands, flashed across the paths o f these ancient men, 
for we find that they ever offered sacrifice to and remembered those the 
world now calls dead; they formed a part o f the hierarchy o f the ancient 
Gods. The recognition that there is a cloud o f witnesses about us is a 
belief so ancient that it antedates all writings, and comes flowing to us 
like voices calling from mountain-top to mountain-top, until the echoes 
put a girdle o f human faith round the world, and are never lost again. 
Thus it is that we learn in the very first dawnings o f human civilisation 
that our religious faith was built upon Spiritualism— that Spiritualism 
which recognises that there is a natural body and a spiritual body— a 
natural world and a spiritual world, a world o f mortal shadows, girdled, 
sustained, guided, aud instructed by a world o f spiritual influences. 
H ow long did this last ? Just as long as Spiritualism prevailed. The 
day came when the ancient priests o f  the forest, who were indeed the 
first prophets, became tempted by power and ambition. Those who 
resorted to them sat at their feet and drank in the inspiration o f their 
councils ; gazed upon them, in their ignorance, as men standing on the 
boundaries o f two worlds— as men who were the favoured o f G od and 
angels, and the mediators between the wonderful hierarchy o f spiritual 
influences that surrounded them. Thus regarding them, they would be
seech their intercession, solicit their counsel, request the influence and 
exercise o f  their gifts, for we always find that the gifts o f Spiritualism 
are promoted by contemplation and asceticism, and devotion to the 
pure and simple habits which nature implants within us. In  the process 
o f time, these Eastern metaphysicians solved another great problem ; 
they perceived that there was a law o f consequence following upon every 
human act— that for every act and deed o f our earthly lives there is an 
inevitable sequence which we agree to call pain or pleasure, or penalty 
or compensation. Perceiving this, they laid down the law with that 
strict formalism which is well recognised by all Oriental nations. W hat 
was the result? There must be penalty for every sin, there must be a 
reaction for every wrong deed, and in order to get rid o f this there was 
invented the very convenient and very satisfactory method of expiatory 
sacrifices. At first, t hese were founded in good faith— none can question 
it. The calculating metaphysicians o f Hindostan, assigning for every 
act and deed a certain special amount o f consequence, began at last to 
reduce this to such mathematical precision that it was very easy to 
calculate just how much so many good deeds were worth, and just how 
much so many sins would cost. W e know the result; sacrifice was 
instituted, and perhaps o f all the institutions that have ever been handed 
down in religious belief, none has been so pertinaciously adhered to, be
cause none has been so very acceptable throughout the w orld’s religious 
history as vicarious atonement. I  do not now speak o f any particular 
form o f religion, but o f all. Wherever we can pay in kind lor sin, 
wherever we can put a tariff upon sins and pay with something else than 
suffering, that is a form o f belief so very acceptable that we believe it 
will be the very last assumption that will give way beneath the 
dawning light o f reason and the inevitable testimony o f proof to the 
contrary. And this was the first foundation o f  Ritualism, the corner
stone o f all ritual beliefs. From  this arose, as a superstructure, image- 
worship. It  became necessary to impress upon the popular mind who 
and what this G od was that must be paid in kind, that must have 
sacrifice for sin, that demanded consequence and penalties, and so images 
were created. At first these were but the vague, wild embodiments o f  
man’s idea o f Deity. The four arms o f Brahm only signify tho four
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came with no heraldry o f human pomp or hum*.
,tl Hie loW‘ ,t foot of the ladder of rattjf. v  ' ‘ ^  
obscurity and noverty which, in all Eastern fora,* j * 
language of Ritualism, pronounced Kirn on worth? '■ 
,-vi-ii from th« priesthood; and yet l i t  
sign* arid token* of the power of the Hph 
rouliJ not resist. If#- came With something

I? la

7  <t:

cn  th* , , '

p»tr>t» of the compass, the many eye* of Vulinu signify the protHtiw 
influenoa of the omniscient, all-watching, and guardian Power; the 
terrible attribute* tItmt (urroimrl Hiva, the destroyer, were only the 
symbol* of deaih and regenerntion. All tha*e symbolic representations 
Were nothing but the embodiment* of idea* In toe priests, but. they be- 
oame iwtiiahlir* to the vulgar to the mind* of lb OS* before whom they 
were placed, not a* representations, but a* actual delineation* of the 
Deity that tnuat be {uaiil in kind. It wo* obfiou* iluit these images 
poMeew-d mint aocred and special odour of sanctity which rendered 
them precious and worttiy of worship *o the next stage in Kitualiam 
»a» image-worship. The neit wa* tne discovery what wo* the mo*t 
apt representation of Deity throughout nature, and thu* the majestic 
power* of the »un, moon, and *tor*, the wonderful precision of time*, 
tide*, and Reasons, the rlemenU, the varum* creature*, even plant* and 
insects, were set up a* representation* o f  the different or supposed 
attribute* of Deity. Monotheism wa* the foundation, Folytheiain 
followed, and thu* at la«t we have the voat and stupendous *y*t<-in 
known a* the astronomical religion. We find through all thi* the 
attempt of man to gra*p the infinite, and conceive the nature and the 
neoensity of worshipping U od; good in it* foundation, abused and 
perverted only in the corruption* of idolatry and the attempt* o f man 
to ini|M»r*onale and to reduce them to Materialism. We need not 
remind you how from time to time the (Jreat Hpirit protested against ‘ 
the corrupt ion* ..i K nvn.g irm- Spiriiunli*iii m ihe heart*
of the people. Such wa* the miMion of all the great religion* reformer* oi the Knot. wa* broken in ancient Judea, so ail tha 
uf old. Such wa* the religion of lhiddha. Ifuddhn found that the j beautiful in tie Kpiritualiarn tJiat Jeiun taugiit. t.rav, 
corruption* of Ritualism had actually divided mankind up into ag«», and, preserved by hi* kindly name, and 
eaetc* ~ * 
to^lay,

Hpiriit. He came showing it* friiits in homan Jove an
hood , ui hi im*n kindness, in geititiene** atid in meekn
to the power« that 1*:, and yet in strong and migh
their abuses and corruption*. He cam ' 1 0 | .
lit* Hpint. Jle came ojxming uj[i before our view a *
wind i ca/ h one must plant, stnme by idone, step by
corri<lor, in our own hreast*. lie  n* 1 J

king <1out of heaven was open to all, ant . ..
sweeping away the ceremonial*, pomps, arid pride of R » 
nouncing that the fulfilment o f them all wa* the , ,
Divine love. It wa* a glorious era o f Spiritual mm , i* W4/, ,  
outpouring of the Hpirit that ha* ever yet. been vouchsafed * 
of antiquity, and *o the flay* o f antiquity cloned.

The morning o f the K**f commenced in ancient IrA.g 
time at loot * oread its poll over the once glorious Orier,* . ' 
Judea. A* the curtain* were drawn — a* the veil o f u.it'n' t 
awful land- a* the crushing ruing at last gave power,

Perhaps y 
and that t b

rnhipper* ol If rah in gent lc doctrine, for a time prevailed, and established the foido not know that __  ______  ___ ______ _ ,_________________ J
various castes which are consecrated not by religion, Spiritualism in every land where Ife wa* preached. B i

and splendour of the great hierarchy o f the Church p, 
Christian Jtitualism began to contend with the simple apor_’ 
revealed by Jesus. We neerj not remind jou  tha‘. when the , 
o f the Roman Empire dawned upon the simplicity of • 
religion, the birth of Ritualism was again enacted in • he . 
Christendom. From time to time Ritualism grew strong. 
mighty. Travelling down the ages, in the purple and fir.*.

but by fashion, are only the imitations of the old line* of demarcation 
which the Brahmins drew between man and man, resolving the high or 
upper classes into sacred, and the lower into profane. It became neces
sary to preserve the immunities and power of the priesthood to the 
Cam.ly of tbr Brahmins, wliat wa* very good to them was very good 
for their posterity, and so as the spiritual power of the ancient priest 
wa* not hereditary, an order ensued, an order of the hi-reditair priest- , _ „
hfxid, and to inaugurate this sacred caste, another of the forms of Church, with the splendid followings, with the rites awl r>r.. 
ancient Ritualism was instituted. The very first act of Buddha, the with tne pomp, pride, and power of bishoprics and arcL' s 
Spiritualist, was to protest against caste —to proclaim the fatherhood of ; planted its seat o f power at Rome. How it grew mar ■*.?. 
Ood, the brotherhood of man, the sacred ness of life, and the value of ! divined, even a* we read the various forms by which these* ce-*-' 
good deeds, and to stop the auction booths that were set up in the form were instituted. The good Bishop Ambro-.ua, in the -  .. *
of priesthoods lor the aalu of immunities for sins. He proclaimed that looked with sorrow arid regret upon the thin attendance wh>; ri 
each one must pay the penalty in hi* own person. Of course be was . round him. He found, on inquiry into the reason of t.:,* 
very unpopular, but after a time Brahminism sank into disrepute, | Church at Constantinople, that splendid vestments, magrifice'.-.^-i,' 
and Buddhism recovered, and a* Buddhism grew strong and powerful, ; but, above all, the charms of music, those sweet and touebi.-.g i-: 
it *g»‘n descended into Ritualism. Forms and ceremonials were the | or responses, sounding now from the altar and now from •—- > 
necessary privileges of the priest; without their eiercise there was no I were one of the best methods of drawing in the multitudes. 
demand for pay, none for sacrifice. Thus we find Ritualism ever polling their spirits by psychological influence to yield up tee.'-i-- . 
ranging on tiie human side—Spiritualism ever the corrective vouchsafed 1 to the Church ; and the good Ambroeius, in emulation of -h, 
to us from time to time by tne Great Spirit who lets and hinders us j successful means of revivalism, instituted the ritual of Constant , 
when we rear the gigantic images of our superstition against the bright , Rome, and tbu6 was founded the splendid musical ceremonial 
and glorious priesthood of heaven, until the image darkens out the face j High Mass. Ritualism has availed itself of other means: it 'lu 
of the Creator from the eyes of the creature. And so we find, even in | the 6word ; it has founded the Inquisition ; it has been an eijr-.i. 
the history of the Jews, a picture of the alternations of Ritualism and 1 patron of the rack and the thumbscrew—of the various ingeniv.i :.na 
Spiritualism. Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, was an ancient of torture that century after century have lacerated and maceri -. - 
Spiritualist. In the midst of the Ritualism of image-worship and 
•wok*t.ry> he heard a voice which bade him flee to the wild deserts of
Arabia, to set up his staff, and seek for the one true light of the 
universe, the one true God. in that simple faith which appealed, without 
any terms of image-worship, to God alone. Abraham we find, then, 
»• !>  great Spiritualist, and his descendants, each and all of whom are 
recorded to nave communed with spiritual beings—to have received 
tokens ar>d signs and evidences of spiritual guardianship unnumbered, 
were all in their simplicity dependent upon spiritual high priests for 
thsir teaching. At length the Jews migrated into Egypt, the land of 
R.tualism ; and again we find that forms, the ceremonials of a mighty 
and a powerful priesthood, presented before their minds such evidence of 
splendour, and such opportunities for the institution of a powerful 
order of priesthood, that they became irresistible to them ; and so wo 
find a magnificent system of Ritualism growing out of the teachings of 
Moses. When we recall the history of the great Jewish lawgiver— 
Jewish as our modern histories pretend, but Egyptian as we find in 
the antique records of the only writer who gives the real history of 
thi* mighty lawgiver- we find tui* priest, Areopalus, a* Manetlio repre
sent* him to be, migrated with his people from Egypt, and founded another 
and a powerful priesthood, investing it with mysterious appointments 
in the forms of garments, of colours, and precious stones. The whole 
system of the Jewish history of religion is one of Ritualism ; and from 
one point to another it grows in strength and power until the priests 
of Judea were more powerful even than its sovereigns, and it. was 
necessary that Hamuel the priest should anoint Saul, the Ring of Tsrai'l. 

i power of the priesthood was the power of government, all because

forms of those recreant and heretical persons who preferred Spirill
um to Ritualism. He that wept for the sorrows of men; E- u 
merciful and the kind, who had no condemnation for the lowest : 
poorest; He that forgave even his murderers—was He the pa:- - 
racks and thumbscrews ? did He preside at the dismal auto-d •• -jt 
He led forth the armies to slaughter? has He sanctified those kit'.us 
rites and savage institutions that you may now see in dark, gr i t s . 3 
of instruments of torture ? Oh shame, shame to the profane v - _i 
has ever dared to associate the name of the purest and beet Spiritual* 
that ever walked the earth—of Christ the Spirit, the man of G oi 
meekest and gentlest, the most merciful—of Him who, if He r.ow - 
in our midst, men would denounce again as an outcast and a vagio— 
for the very signs and tokens that He gave of his Divine pow 
say, shame that any lips should ever have associated his pure and t :j 
name with all the horrors of ritual history and the foul murder* » 
Ecclesiasticisrn!

Now the third element of which we are to speak this night enter 
upon the scene. Who can tell when or where Secularism was be.t 
We only know it is the mighty protest of reason—reason abused sS 
trampled under-foot, humanity disgraced and murdered, re'.g- 
profaned, the sacred names defiled, the thought of God as a F~': ’ 
converted into God as a demon ; it is the mighty reaction of tuna: 
reason against all these wrongs that has given birth to what the w::d 
now calls Secularism. We may not trace its history; we know : 
wliat history it hns. W e first find it appearing in the land of Fran* 
about the dawning of the French Revolution. It has been populv! 
attributed to Volney, Jean Jacques Rousseau, and the Fr r '

the strength and the mystery that surrounded these forms of Ritualism j Encyclopedia* ; it is born of no man ; it was created, invented by n 
blinded tin- eyes of the people, and wielded the scourge of fear over . man ; it was the inevitable and actual revulsion of feeling coii.-eu " ' 
their consciences, and darkened out the light of Spiritualism. But upon th<- thinker-of the age standing face to face with the darksid 
still the Great Spirit spoke to his people through the voices of the ! ghastly history of Eccloeiastici»m, and trampling it beneath the ir." 
ancient prophets. These were not priests, but inspired men—men of i heel of that reason which could not accept such a history as the work 
the people. Read their high and sublime utterances, and compare the Creator of the Universe. I am not defending it ; on the contrary 
them with all the forms of Ritualism enjoined by Moses. Read the I I look upon it as an inevitable growth—a growth from the foulest a&i 
beautiful and sublime denunciations of Isaiah against those fasts and j the most corrupt, systems that have ever disgraced the earth. But 
feast* which men held for blood—against the cruelty and violence ! not, the growth that will make men happier or better. It is not tbr 
which they sought to justify by offering and sacrifice to their offended • final growth. It is a mere denial; it is no affirmation. It is the work '■ 
Creator. Read these denunciations against the observance of new ; the Iconoclast; it is not that of the builder. We find, throughout 
moons and sabbaths, and then compare the Spiritualism of the inspired whole history of the French Revolution, that the freethinkers wli > h*l 
one*—inspired of God—with the formalities, the ceremonials, the . let loose the spirit of reason were unable to guide it when it fell like* 
solemn pomp, the expensive and luxurious forms of Ritualism. The 1 mantle upon the ignorant and the brutish. The man who can be ah* 
day came at lost when the people, sunk beneath the abomination and unto himself is a rara avis ; he is one that stands alone. Even tbo-J 
corruption of Ritualism, became a prey to the spoiler. Lost in luxuri- ’ who, in the restraint of national law and order, were good, and kind, ard 
once, and merging into one form of idolatry as readily a* another, they | true—even those who, so long as they were surrounded by all the various 
became at last abandoned of themselves, and therefore abandoned of i machinery of national and political restraint, conducted themself 
the pretended powers which appeared only to be excited through aright, and impressed upon others the worth of goodness, kindness, and 
Ritualism. * humanity, fell beneath the great national fever for blood and destruction.

It was after the captivity of the Jews that the last act in this great for cruelty and murder, when those restraints were withdrawn. Go* 
drama was performed by the appearance of the mightiest and greatest help the nation and have mercy and pity upon the land wlicro his mine 
Spiritualist upon solid record. He came as a child of the people; Ho is not heard—where his promises are not still held out to the people—



wlu'ro hop# for tho unfortunate, ooiufort for the aflliotoil, compensation 
«ihl retribution for Llio wrong, in not still.tho inoontivc to hour, to strive, 
#ml to sutler! Not ftlono as ft clootrino for tho people, not alone oh a 
teaching or n legislation, do 1 thus look with terror upon tho spread of 
Seoulanun. l regard it ivs false to tho real truth of oousation and tho 
ultimate destiny of man. 1 regal’d it merely us a reaction, mark, from tho 
great abuses of Ritualism ; and whilst 1 have tho deepest and most, 
respectful sympathy for those minds that onnnot accept of Ritualism, 
but turn from it with horror and loathing- Hint repel it because it is 
net founded in fuel, because its assumptions are baseless and insolent., 
because its notion and rule have boon tyrannical and ruinous ; whilst 
1 regard with the deepest, respect nil those minds that demand proof 
and demonstration, and scientific basis for spiritual belief, .1 st ill look 
with terror upon the spread of a belief which carries with it. neither 
hope nor fear, neither inoontivo to live here nor to die nobly and 
bravely, or to struggle manfully for the hereafter. Wo may perceive the 
desperation to which such conditions have reduced tho unfortunate 
people who are nat ionally utterly deficient in religious life and feeling. 
.1 do tax home all tho dreadful slaughter, all the hideous disruption, 
all tho wild licence and disorder that has prevailed in tho Buffering land 
of France—I tax it home upon tho grout abuses and tho monstrous 
corruptions that, for hundreds o f years, linvo pressed the lower olusses 
down into brutish ignoranoe, and the middle classes beneath tho iron 
heel of tyranny—ground down into a renotion that rises at last into 
inevitable resistance, loathing, and aversion to tho very namo no less 
than to the processes of Ritualism. W e have placed tlioso priests and 
pedagogues on a pedestal where they cannot and will not even rcnoli 
down to moot humanity. W o may blame them for our own work; we 
have elevated them into idols, and fashioned them into images for 
worship. It may bo hard for them to desoond from their pedestals of 
reverence in this great day of utilitarianism and reason, but it lias been 
the work of ages thus to create and thus to place them in a false position, 
and now we behold tho result of our w ork ; the oonunon people, steeped 
in ignoranoe, turning from them in disgust, and the thinkers uliko 
scoffing at their vain pretensions and unfounded assumptions. But 
again 1 say we aro not left, without a witness. Spiritualism lias not 
forsaken the earth. The samo great, outpourings that from time to time 
have visited and blessed us have recalled us to unity with the G reat 
Spirit, have opened our eyes to the evidence o f a cloud of witnesses 
around us, are upon us now. A  bridge has been built upon 
which the feet o f the bright immortals have trod, and they 
have come to us with those absolute, open, and confessed 
demonstrations o f spiritual presence that have appealed to us 
in their best form through the testimony of our senses. W o 
are apt, in our pride and our ideality, to question why tlieso spirit- 
people have not come with all the majesty and sublimity o f propnetic 
m.vs. Why have they not returned to us, founding, with a high hand 
and stretohed-outarm, through some human champion or mortal apostle, 
anew and powerful religion? W o may bless God that the fatal mis
takes o f past ages are not thus committed now. No more human idols 
to worship; no more mortals set up on pedestals now', to bo elevated as 
pedagogues and teachers over us, and to-morrow to be worshipped os 
Hod-men. In place o f this wo have, if  we choose to avail ourselves o f 
the testimony o f our senses, an array o f facts to prove to us that there is 
another world—a world o f spirit-people. Beyond the sound of the 
knocking that proves the telegraphy, we have the sublime and momen
tous teaching— enough for the hour— compensation and retribution for 
all our life-nets. I f  wc were never to advance beyond this, it is enough 
to stay us in the darkest times o f our guilt, it is enough to strengthen 
us in the weakest hours o f our endeavours—compensation and retri
bution for all I  have ever done ! Oh! the rod right hand o f the 
murderer must drop the knife, the hand o f the plunderer must bo 
stayed, the voice o f  the blasphemer must be hushed, the cup must be 
dashed from the lips o f tho drunkard, tho dioo must fall from the hand 
of the gambler. We stand paralysed before those telegraphic reveal- 
ments that proclaim to us that those wo havo known, trusted, admired 
in life are in a dark and dreadful judgment. W e stand in tho midst of 
our poverty and affliction and our suffering, and stay our murmurs 
when we hear the voice o f  tho angels proclaiming that out o f the bitter 
tears of martyrs, out o f the blood-stained paths o f sorrow and discipline, 
out of the rags and wretchedness that toiled and suffered and died by 
the wayside, thoso shining, rosplendent figures o f transfigured men and 
women tire born. Oh ! it is enough for us to do with tho same bright 
Spiritualism that sounded through the forest arches and ancient groves 
of Hindustan ; the|voiees that, spoke through the mouth of the oracle are 
repeated to us to-day in tho tangible tones o f  the immortals whom we 
know and love. W e are no longer pressiug on to tho gulf o f  a dark 
and unfathomable mystery; we know the land to which we are going. 
We cannot tell these tidings to all the world at on ce ; but be in no 
haste—we are in the hands o f  the Great Spirit. It  is His work, it is His 
planting. There are no human apostles now, there are no earthly 
dampiotis needed to defend the truth. To assemble ourselves together 
as in the day of Pentecost, and to focalise all our thoughts upon 
spiritual truth and spiritual revealment, is all that is demanded o f us. 
To be faithful to the truth that is given to us— with the left hand to 
receive our bread, and with the right to extend it again, let who will 
reject or ncoept it—is the work o f  to-day. Strong in tho assurance that 
it is His work, wo can afford to braoo ourselves against the Infinite, and 
to lean there, confident that this great struggle between tlio authority 
of Ritualism, tho black night o f  Secularism, and the grand sublime 
truth and comfort o f Spiritualism, under the command o f tho Father o f 
all and King o f kings, and tho great General that rules and guides the 
legions of humanity, will end in the triumph o f  G od and tho right.

SP IR IT U A L IS M  IN  T H E  E N G L IS H  P R O V IN C E S .

To the E ditor o f  the M edium  and D aybreak.

L)eau Silt,— So many kind things have been w ritten b y  y ou r  
provincial correspondents relative to  my brief and hastily porlorm ed 
tour in their niiust, that I should forbear from  adding one w ord  t 

„ lV )mg(, “  cairn ”  o f  already recorded personal trium phs, [ 
<JiJ | i„,t j it l  that a lew  rem arks concern in g the general state o l  j

Spiritualism in tho provinces might prove acceptable as well aa 
suggestive to your readers.

In tho first; place, I perceive that n far wider Hold, o f 
spiritualistic knowledge ami interest exists in England than can 
possibly appear on the surface, bocauso the surface o f  every move
ment presents a view only of such persons as are openly com 
mitted to its advocacy, or collectively patronise its periodical 
literature.

Now, 1 have reason to believe there aro great numbers o f persons 
who are warmly interested in the communion of spirits, who neither 
attend tho local meetings o f the Spiritualists nor subscribe to their 
literature.

My reasons for entertaining this belief arc drawn from private 
communications from persons who stand in this category, and who 
isolate themselves from the general interests o f tho movement—  
first, bocauso they arc not in direct sympathy with those who are 
associated witli i t ;  and next, because they shrink from encountering 
tho singularly unchristian and ribald spirit in which Spiritualism 
is assailed by the so-called loaders o f public opinion. This reticence 
is, o f  coiu’so, unfortunate for thoso w ho have to sustain the burden 
of a new and unpopular cause, and deprives its bravo though 
single-hauded pioneers of much o f that strength which would soon 
change tho unpopular into the popular, were tho real extent o f tho 
heart-sympathy and interest known w hich is felt for this great 
movement. In the meantime, and at least half a century in 
advance, on the highway of mental and Spiritual progress, o f  these 
timid disciples o f  caste and public opinion, aro a small but most 
gallant army o f  Spiritual workers, who dovote time, means, and 
reputation to the promulgation of their glorious belief, and tho 
effort to distribute the bread o f life as they havo themselves re
ceived it.

I  have met w ith so many of these brave apostles o f the Spiritual 
cause in m y brief but rapid journeyings, that it would he impossible 
for me to do justice to them all as individuals in this limited notice ; 
suffice it  to  say, then, that I  have found them in every place I  have 
visited, and though some o f  them are working comparatively 
unaided by human sympathy, the under-current of concealed 
interest w hich seems to exist in every part o f the country prevents 
their efforts from  becom ing fruitless, or their generous devotion from 
fragging. A  striking instance o f this position exists in W olver
hampton, where good  Mr. Simkiss (a name not unknown to the 
habitues o f  our London G ow er Street conferences) stands appa
rently almost alone, and, w ith  the exception o f  his excellent little  
wife,* he w ould have had to bear the brunt o f  the w hole under
taking o f  m y engagement, had not his hands been strengthened by 
a numerous hand of Spiritual friends from  Birmingham, w ho, 
because I  could not com e to  them , mustered in goodly numbers to 
com e to me, and enlivened m y hall and warmed m y heart by  their 
generous sympathy and kindly greetings. I  may here add that 
three purely secular subjects were chosen for me by  the W olver
hampton com m ittee, and given to me only after I  had taken m y 
seat on the p la tform ; and I  think it w ould have been sufficient to 
w ipo out the charge o f  ignorance or lack o f  appreciation against 
English w orking men to have heard how  those grim-faced, hard- 
handed mechanics cheered me, and w hat shrewd, pertinent 
questions they asked. TIow thoughtfully they listened to me, and 
h ow  generously they responded to me ! Som e o f  them  follow ed me 
out to bid G od  bless me, and many a response to that blessing do I 
send hack again to  them. A s  to Mr. and Mrs. Simkiss, the founders, 
and at present the almost sole promoters o f  W olverham pton 
Spiritualism, i f  they are not w eaving for tliemsolves a crown of 
im m ortal g lory by  their single-minded devotion and unselfish 
efforts, I  don ’t  know  what kind o f  a heaven the good  and faithful 
w ill g o  to. The only other place where I  was particularly reminded 
o f  Paul amongst tlie image-makers o f  Ephesus was N ewcastle-on- 
Tyne, w here I  had the smallest audiences I  have as yet addressed, 
and beheld tw o noble gentlemen, father and son, standing almost 
alone, as far as outward sympathy and w orldly support goes, in 
their maintenance o f  the unpopular belief that spirits communicate, 
or that the laws of nature are not different in Jerusalem and Great 
Britain. The readers o f Mrs. Catherine Crow e’s “ N ight Side o f 
N ature,”  and Mi’. W illiam  H ow itt ’s admirable and exhaustive 
articles on English Spiritualism, wiU remember the descriptions 
given by  both  authors o f  the haunted house at W illiugton, a 
village som e six m iles from  N ewcastle, and in w hich  disturbances 
extending through a period o f  tw enty-five years havo occurred in 
an old m ill ow ned by  a mem ber o f  the Society o f  Friends. B y  the 
son o f this gentleman, w ho as a child was brought up beneath the 
shelter o f  tho w eird and haunted dw elling, I  was ongagod.

N either father nor son, nor yet any mem ber o f their family, had 
w itnessed other manifestations than those w hich  their ow n “  fear
som e mansion ”  had supplied, and yet because they had put faith 
in the testim ony o f  their ow n senses, and had been com pelled to 
credit that w hich  they had seen, heard, and felt, they have borne 
the cross o f an opprobrious and insulting public opinion for m any 
years p a st; and it was in the earnest faith that reason w ould at last 
prevail over b igotry  and ignorant denial, that the younger o f 
these gentlem en engaged me, boro bravely and generously the ch ief 
burden o f  tho w hole undertaking, and by tho aid o f  Mr. Barkas, 
a talented and w ell-know n w riter on tho subject, conducted and 
sustained tw o o f  m y lectures w ith credit aud satisfaction to all par
ties concerned. G ood  and brave gentlem an ! H is task is indeed a 
m ost discouraging ono. H o has nobly and generously striven to 
dispense tho light to  a com m unity as stooped in M aterialism as 
their city is begrim ed w ith  coal sm ok o ; indeed, it w ould alm ost 
appear as i f  the same spirit o f bigotry aud superstition w hich  
animated the builders o f its dark old Norman Castle still pours out



in dense mists o f  ignorance and prejudice from the huge black 
mass o f  stone walls which once formed the Castle Keep, and which 
still remains in its impregnable strength and thickness, not an 
unapt representation of the mental walls o f  Sectarianism w hich 
imprison the minds o f so many w ho liTe beneath the influence o f its 
black frowning tower.

Still. I believe a blow  has been struck in the fortress of New
castle blindness mid bigotry, the ellect o f which w ill bo felt here
after, and prove to m y amiable host and his little handful of 
Spiritual allies that nothing is lost which is undertaken w ith a \ 
good purpose, and that those who fight for truth, light, and pro
gress, are warriors in the army o f  “  the living G od,”  against 
whose strength the forces o f  darkness are waging but a temporary 
and unequal conflict.

W ith  the exception o f  the isolation in w hich m y most kind and 
esteemed entertainers in W olverhampton and Newcastle stand—  
before the public, at least— the cause even in its associative status 
is far more flourishing in every place I visited than I  could have 
hoped or expected to find i t ; whilst as far as m y ow n personal ex
periences have gone, 1 have been a recipient at every point o f  a 
kindness, hospitality, and enthusiasm, both from private friends 
and public audiences, which exceeds all words o f  mine to acknow
ledge with sufficient gratitude.

Hopeless as the task would be to attempt narrating all the ; 
striking incidents o f  my progress, there are some few  places w hose 
speciality and prominence demand a few particular words o f com 
ment. A t Liverpool, for instance, I  found a brave little band, 
w ho, throughout niv entire engagement, were sustained and en- 
couraged by one o f  the truest Spiritualists and best gentlemen that ! 
treads the earth— m y hospitable, generous entertainer, Mr. James 
W ason, o f Birkenhead. j

The Liverpool Psychological Society (by  w hom  I  was engaged 
number amongst them several excellent and self-sacrificing men, 
w ho. though differing from each other to  some extent in their 
views o f  Spiritualism, work together faithfully and w ell for the ; 
promotion o f  truth and progress, and by  their earnest endeavours 
succeeded in gathering together at m y meetings a set o f  minds o f  
no common calibre or ordinary intelligence. H ere, as at W o lv er 
hampton, the subjects were chosen for me by a com m ittee o f  the 
audience, and an immense number o f  questions were propounded. 
Here, too, as in most other places I  have visited, the Press gave 
me favourable notices, and the most exigeant public speaker could 
not have failed to realise inspiration under the influence o f  the \ 
hearty and enthusiastic cheers and thanks that rewarded m e at the 
dose o f  each night's exercises.

In  Manchester, I  gave six meetings, at four o f  w hich  admission 
fees were charged, whilst tw o  Sunday meetings were given  free. 
The result in this case was sufficiently clear to  call for particular 
remark, as the four paid meetings w ere but thinly attended, w hilst 
the -rreat hall was crow ded to its utmost capacity at each o f  the 
free Sunday meetings. Another noticeable feature in the Spiritu - . 
alism o f  Manchester i3 the most unhappy spirit o f antagonism : 
w hich prevails in its ranks. H ere, as in every other place where . 
divisions occur, the cause is traceable to th e ”ban o f  all progress 
and faithful effort— namely, the bitterness o f  sectarian feeling. 
Even in m y short visit, I  could  discover that the Spiritualists o f  
Manchester were divided up into three, i f  not four, different and 
jppe sing parties.

I  received private communications from  Swedenborgian Spiritu
alists, warning me against the “ infidel Spiritualists." Som e o f  
the members o f  the latter party com plained to me that they w ere 
ignored in m y engagement, and especially abused the Sw eden- 
borgians; whilst still another party o f  high orthodox Spiritualists 
harassed us at every m eeting w ith  B ible quotations to  prove that 
I  was blaspheming the sacred doctrine o f  vicarious atonement.

The result o f this suicidal disunion m ay be readily divined. The 
house divided against itse lf presents no strength before the public, 
and I  was frequently taunted in private w ith  the request to know  
w hat Spiritualists really believed, and w h y  th ey  w ere so bitter 
against one another. H appily, this specimen o f  antagonism is con
fined, as far as m y observations inform  m e, to  M anchester, and, 
still m ore fortunately, it had no effect w hatever upon the conduct 
o f  the few  noble and zealous friends o f  truth and progress for 
w hom  I  lectured. W h a t their v iew s w ere m ay be readily enough 
divined from  the fact that they w ere the party that engaged me : 
and f  them  I  m ay truly declare that language w ou ld  fail to 
express m v deep sense o f  their kindness and liberality, no less than 
o f  their faithful and devoted maintenance o f the truth as th ey  and . 
I  understand it. The experim ent o f  the paid and free meetings, 
how ever, thus brought into com parison w ith  each other, proves 
conclusively that i f  the Spiritualists, like other denominations, 
could have on ly  put their differences aside, united their strength, 
and given the people free meetings, there was interest enough on 
the subject o f  Spiritualism  to  have revolutionised public opinion. 
As it was, the people surrounded m e w hen I  cam e out o f  the hall, 
w ith  tears and blessings. F ilin g  in long double and treble lines on 
either side o f  the carriage, th ey  bared their heads and poured 
forth their blessings to the messenger o f  glad tid ings in w arm  
and unequivocal gratitude for the bread o f  life th ey  had received.

A lth ou gh  it w ould be im possible for me to trespass so far on the 
lim its o f  this article »3 to  describe in  detail all the deeply inte
resting experiences I have passed through, or record the names o f  
the num erous kind friends w ho have contributed so m uch to  m y 
com fort and success in their generous entertainment, I  cannot 
forbear alluding to  the unparalleled enthusiasm m anifested b y  the 
w hole-hearted Spiritualists o f  B radford and H alifax . In  each 
place there is an abundance o f  m edium  pow er in different stages o f

I development. In each place extensive arrangements had } 
made lor centralising the attendance from surrounding district/*'" *

; that large and highly respectable gatherings o f the brave i n i ’** **
| from  distant Yorkshire towns were assembled in crowds at. aji'r' 1< f 
i meetings. The Sunday services at these places were especially in?*
I resting. The sweet hymns, chanted by immense crowds of |
i sounded like a p;ean o f  w elcom e from hc-aven and earth ijjiIuJ r 
I to the wanderer w ho had com e from the land of the Far V,’ ' i 

to address them. The effect was most thrilling to every (
I but especially so to myself, w hen in addition, and despite of | 

cheek that the day could impose, m y audiences would insist 1 
testifying their satisfaction by bursts o f  applause that fairly j 
the buildings through w hich they re-echoed. .Vs my most” v*; 
friends iu their correspondence from  Halifax have described, 
o f  people wnited to greet and bid me farewell as I passed thro. 
their midst in the carriage on m y return home, and the thor.i.' 
o f  thanks and blessings that w ere poured forth, not wholly u -. !
companied by tears, were the best commentaries that could I 
been offered upon the ribald remarks w hich  the Press f  1 
Pulpit hurl at the cause o f  Spiritualism, according to the appro-,ej 1 
methods o f Christian practice.

In conclusion, I  must sum up by  observing that the great, sm I 
at present unanswered, demands o f  the movem ent in the Engij  ̂ I 
provinces are, first, for the missionary labours o f  educated, sir.-V; l  
and capable workers, both in the departm ent o f test-medium^ 
and public lectures; next, for  m ore unity o f  purpose, aseodafiv* I 
action, and cordial interchange o f  fraternal feeling- among# ; 
believers hi the com m union; and finally, for a more u n i v e r s a l I 
wide-spread dissemination o f  Spiritualistic literature. The fries.. | 
o f Spiritualism require to  be m ore faithful in assembling *l.e-. I 
selves together, and encouraging others to  do the same in re?fl« I 
w ell-conducted, and steadily pursued circles. They should aireet I 
the attention o f  their media and their ow n efforts toward- 
elimination o f  test fa c ts  o f  spiritual identity, rather than to I 
often equivocal and rarely convincing production o f  dark-cL-u 
phenomena. Th ey should com bine all their strength and resource. ' 
so as to  be enabled to sustain b y  subscription occasional free i c 
ings for the presentation and discussion o f  their philosophy, r~ 
m em bering that as they w ou ld  not feel inclined themselves to to. I  
for the propagation o f  doctrines in w h ich  they had little or ... I  
interest, so neither w ill the uninterested public pay- fox tLek I 
m eetings, and thus the opportunity o f  reaching thousands is i:-a I 
or throw n aw ay by  the obnoxious custom  o f  sustaining the meeting | 
b y  an admission fee.

I  know  that such suggestions apply to  a condition o f t h i n g s I 
advanced and better organised than th ey  at present exist in tie j 
p rov in ces; still the results m ay he achieved b y  a recognition : 1 
the necessity, and faithful endeavours in  the right direction. These I 
ultim ated, m y  lim ited observation on the Spiritualism o: Engmi I 
convinces m e that it is a field already w hite for the harvest, mt 
only needs the w ork  o f  earnest, com petent, and faithful labourer? I 
to  bring forth  an abundance o f  Spiritual gifts, and plant t ie  glorltts I 
doctrines o f  Spiritual truth, ligh t, life, and progress through:;: I 
the length and breadth o f  G reat Britain.— Y ou rs  truly.

E m m a  H abdikgb.
6 , V assail Terrace, K ensington, London , TT.,

June, 1871.
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T H E  C R E D I B I L I T Y  O F  M R . M O R S E  S MESSAGES.
B . P . H . has w ritten  to  state that he had no desire to inipu-t 

the m oral character o f  M r. M orse, or o f  those connected with la® 
in the publication  o f  the com m unications received  at the Friday 
evening seances, but sim ply desired to  have it  acknowledged that 
the corroborations cannot be accepted as proved, because we hav-: 
to  re ly  upon M r. M orse’s honour that he w as n ot aware onhe facts 
b y  ordinary means. Our correspondent, and II . A . Beckett 
Cam den T ow n , th ink w e  w ere unnecessarily severe in oar alluff t 
to the m atter last w eek . W e  have only  to  adduce the oft-repeatel 
adage, “  W h a t  is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander." Mr 
M orse, and those associated w ith  h im  in  this matter, must 
scoundrels o f  the  deepest dye, or  th eir statements as made fieri 
w eek  to w eek  in the M e d iu m  are absolutely true and worthy • 
the fullest confidence. T o  acknow ledge any com promise would h’ 
to  p lay  w ith  the m ost sacred rights o f  individuals. These com*



unmloation* through Mr. Morse uvo ample ovidoneo o f  the truth o f 
wlmt they purport to bo to all w ho have confidence In 1 ho parties 
conn<rnM| and those w ho are outsiders are no w orse olV In thin 
roMwel t-him aw  the thousands w ho for their know ledge o f  science 
:uuf tlio numberless facts o f  existence have to depend upon tho in
dividual researches and testimony o f a vast multitude o f pooplo, 
many of whom have far greater m otives for deception than Mr. 
MvHnc and his friends. T o  those w ho are unacquainted with these 
phenomena, or such os have not confidence in the narrators, these 
messages are o f  no value whatever. They stand in the name re
lation to this subject as the olodpolo does to science. If a Humnt 
tells him, for instance, that water is com posed o f  t w o gases, one 
of which is o f a very explosive nature, while the other istho sup
porter of all combustion, he w ill think he is being made sport of, 
and that it “  becomes a question o f  confidence,”  as B. I*. 11. 
put* it.

The supposition that these messages are w ilfu lly fabricated 
becomes more and mere absurd tho closer it  is exam ined. The best, 
way to test the validity o f such a notion w ould bo to adopt the 
suggestion we threw out last w eek, and put it in practice, i f  it is 
repugnant to the moral sense o f  our correspondents to do so, w lm t 
must they think o f  its im practicability to m oral natures w h o are 
even above the ability to suggest such a thing P F o r  upwards o f  
eighteen months Mr. Morse has continued those tost, messages, for 
such tiiey unquestionably are, Mr. M orse’s trance is real, as any 
experienced psychologist must know  w h o investigates the pheno
mena; this of itself precludes the possibility o f  fraud. Then the 
messages are accompanied by impersonations m uch m ore indicative 
of identity than even tho facts expressed in speech, and to becom e 
thus acquainted w ith the personal peculiarities o f such a num ber o f  
persons would l>o absolutely impossible. Tho cases are scattered all 
over the country, as w ell us various parts o f  London. One w eek a 
spirit comes within th irty hours after his physical body was blow n 
up by a boiler explosion in W arw ickshire, and before tho fact had 
transpired in London, as far ns tho parties concerned w ere awaro ; 
at least, the report was lirst noticed in tho E cho  o f  Saturday 
morning, the day after tho seance. Tho fo llow in g  w eek tho test, 
message is from a spirit w ho left earth-life sixty  years ago, and o f  
whom it is exceedingly difficult to obtain any inform ation. Taking 
tke character o f  these messages, then, from  all their aspects, ami 
also taking into account tho high m oral standing o f  not only  tho 
mortals but the immortals connected w ith  tho transactions, w o see 
the most overwhelm ing evidence, not alone testim ony, that these 
communications aro genuine, and as reliable nn addition to  human 
knowledge ns any facts in science. Th ey do not stand alone. Their 
truthfulness is fortified by thousands o f similar facts w h ich  have 
occurred under a vast variety o f  circumstances, and it is w ith in  the 
province o f  every person to constitute conditions absolutely under 
their own control, and [produce the results for  themselves. W e , 
therefore, ju stify  ourselves in tho m ost em phatic manner for our 
conduct towards our correspondent. T o  have accepted his anoma
lous supposition hi tlio most rem ote degree, w ou ld  have been to act \ 
the part o f  traitor to  tho truth, to tlio spirit-w orld, and to  our 
honoured and beloved associates in tlio flesh. M orally w o  desire 
to see a higher standard o f  investigation im ported into Spiritualism  
than that w hich  is based upon tho meanest possiblo conception o f  
human nature, and intellectually w o w ou ld  spurn as fo lly  all 
attempts to establish facts by negatives. If our correspondents and 
others w ho are so_ sweeping in their ju dgm en t on Spiritualism  
would only ascertain the facts in every case and theorise thereon, it  
would he much more creditable to  them  than to  erect a super
structure o f  phantom assumptions based upon w h at ? T heir igno
rance o f the matter in question.

S W R IT -P IC T U R E  E X H IB IT IO N . 
Notwithstanding Miss H oughton’s thoughtful kindness in sending 

us a complimentary tickot, w e have not found time to pay her 
exhibition o f  spirit-drawings a v is it ; meanwhile, w o gladly avail 
ourselves o f  the opinion o f  a characteristic artist, h im self an 
“ original.”  ̂ I t  w ill be observed, from an announcem ent elsewhere, 
that Mr. W ilson intends giving an exhibition o f  his ow n w onderfu l 
designs, at the Progressive Library, on  W ednesday evening, the 
28th instant. W e  have only to  recom m end all Spiritualists to  
visit Miss H oughton ’s exh ib ition ; w e hope to  strengthen this 
advice by our personal exam ple soon’ :—

Srn,— I  have ju st been to  the exhibition  o f  spirit-pictures in O ld 
Bond Street, and a m ore surprising collection  o f  ] oO pointings 1 
never saw. There w ere a few  spiritual flow ers that had som ew hat 
tho resemblance o f  flowers, but beyond that there w as not tho 
slightest indication o f  form  th rou g h ou t; beautiful w orkmanship, 
neatness, manual application— and tho colouring is a n ew  revela
tion. The groundw ork  is usually a m ystified rainbow  preparation 
—no outline, and probably dono on dam p paper to  make the 
colours blend and How aw ay ; and on this groundw ork  arc curves, 
spirals, floats o f colour, curficew s, shell involutes, and ram ifications 
that bewilder nil attem pts at explanation or resemblance, but 
clean, clear, and lavished in such profusion that curiosity is driven 
away from tho cause o f  the observation to  tho delight in the 
intricacy. In tho later w orks (as tho w hole  series aro arranged 
a* thoy were executed) a largo am ount o f  Chinese w hito is careered 
over the w hole, in obedience to  the  poetry  o f  apparent unm oaning- 

And the few  last— in being freer from  lines by  tho pen, 
witli brush lines used instead— aro artistic conglom erates o f  fancy 
in freedom from apparent intention. Th oy aro all professedly
religious:__Tho H oly  T r in ity ; tho H ands o f  tho I lo ly  G host, in
winch through tlio uuderwatm is the laint resem blance o f  tw o  sots

>f lingers; (he Eye ’ Cli.il, o f w hich there are several r-• presenta- 
(1 the H olytioUM. Thouo Iii.nI urn tho iiiuhI, linaiitifully oxoeutodj nnd 

Trinity also, being a power Ail com bination o f  the primary c lo u r s .  
Then I here aro the erowns of tlm (J.iieon and Prince \lheri. \ 
good  many of tho pictures have Scripture texts for  explanation, 
but as 1 am no Spiritualist, nr rather Spiritist, I could  not, as I 
suidj see the slightest analogy or correspondence, exeepl in tho 
spiritual flow ers; Imt each line and colour him a professed meaning, 
aud it is a curious thing that the primary colours have the same 
signification that I have given in the papers on Colour in the hack 
numbers o f  the M uhiu m . T o many o f your readers the exhibition  
w ill he a source o f intense interest and delight, as they will dou b t
lessly tract)'the resemblances through tho previous intuition, w hich 
I presume is a com m on language o f  tho initiated ; and wlmt n w ide 
Hold of contem plation i .  hero d isplayed! T o  the initiated the 
exhibition teaches a patience in perseverance that is probably 
unparalleled. Is this lmt preliminary draw ingT W hen the Irish 
giant hoard that the .Scotch giant was com ing to his ensile, he 
dressed him self ns tho baby. “ H oot, m aun," says the S .o tch  
giant, “ gin this is the baby, I’ll go  hock again." I f this is the 
ascent in spiritual draw ing after ten years7 practice, w lm t w ould 
another ten years’ execution produce f — Y ours truly,

F r k d k r ic k  W i i .kon .

T H E  C L E V E L A N D  H A L L  M K E TI N< IS.
I t  was another triumph for Mrs. llard in ge nnd Spiritual!.mi to 

see the Cleveland. H all again thronged on Sunday evening, no 
other notice having been given except an announcem ent in tho 
M kiuum  and an advertisem ent in another class paper. Mrs. l ia r -  
dingo had n ot yet gained opportunity to  recover from the severe 
exhaustion incurred by her arduous labours during her recent tour, 
and the state o f  her health was such on Sunday evening tlmt slm 
had to request an announcem ent to  ho m ade to the m eeting 
craving their kind indulgence for any w ant o f  v igou r w hich  her 
address m igh t manifest. I t  is hut proper to  observe that tlio 
oration on “ Spiritualism , R itualism , ami S ecu larism ” w as one of 
the m ost valuable and spirited o f  tho w h ole  series. Mrs. lla rd in ge 
was w arm ly applauded several tim es, nnd the hearty reception 
w h ich  that lady R eceived  m ust have been  very  cheerin g to her. 
Mrs. I la rd in ge ’s popu larity increases w ith  the num ber o f  her 
appearances in public, and it  is to bo  deoply  regretted that she 
cannot devote her undivided energies to  tho w ork  o f p rom oting 
Spiritualism  in this country'.

M R S . I I A R D I N G E ’S H IS T O R Y  O F  S P IR I T U A L IS M .
N o . V .

T lio interest o f  this rem arkable bx>k deepens as w e  proceed. 
The num ber before us concludes w ith  an account o f  the m edium - 
ship o f Dr. F. L . IT. W illis, w ith  w hose case English Spiritualists' 
are som ew hat acquainted, and on that account w o gi\e it pro
m inent notice. Th is valuable narrative does not, how ever, by any 
means exhaust the interest o f this num ber. V arious extraordinary 
form s o f  m odiuinship are described, as w ell as tlio ignorance and 
m isconception w h ich  visited tho unfortunate m edium s w ith  hitter 
persecution. T h o section on Spiritualism  at the M echanics’ 
Institutes rem inds us o f  tho m ovem ent at present going  on for 
tho presentation o f copies o f  Mrs. Ila rd in ge ’s w ork  to  tho libraries 
o f  M echanics’ Institutes and other educational institutions in this 
country. I f  this schem e is properly  carried out, it w ill he one o f  
the  host things done for Spiritualism  in England. A  beautiful 
engraving o f  F ora  L. V . S cott, tho w ell-k n ow n  inspirational 
m edium , prefixes this num ber.

M R S . H A R D I N G E  A T  H A C K N E Y .
W o  hope all Spiritualists in tho Eastern portion  o f  London w ill 

hour in m ind that this lady w ill deliver un oration in the Manor 
R oom s, H ackney, on Tuesday evening, Juno 27. W o  have no 
doubt that tho hall w ill bo crow ded , as it m ust be if our L> mien 
friends do their duty. Mr. Thom as B lyton , secretary o f  tho 
R alston  Spiritualists, 74, Xavarino R oa d , R alston , w ill ho g lad  to  
receive applications fo r  tickets  and announcem ents, and we suggest 
that all earnest Spiritualists in tho district furnish them selves w ith 
supplies, and introduce them  to  their friends.

W H A T  A N D  W H E R E  JS T H E  S P I R I T -W O R L D  ”
W i l l  ho the h igh ly  interesting top ic  o f  Mrs. I la rd in ge ’s oration, 
at C leveland H a ll next Sunday. T h is subject w as treated b y  
Mrs. lla rd in g e  on a form er v isit to  Lon don, and her description o f  
the spirit-spheres loft such an indelible im pression on tho public 
mind that by special request she has been prevailed upon to repeat 
it. W o  recom m end our friends to  ho at C leveland Hull in g ood  
tim o on Sunday, as undoubtedly there w ill be a larger attendance 
than has y e t  been w itnessed at those services.

C u r io u s  R icquichts.— W o liavo received w ith in  the last few  
days letters from  R o m o  and the C ity  o f tho M orm ons requesting, 
ns to send to those places respectively packets o f  publications. 
Spiritualism is effecting g ood  w ork  in ouch o f  those strongholds o f  
tyranny. E very  w eek w o aro sending literature to  all parts o f  
the w orld . A lready tho P n om im siV K  L u iu a r y  is know n in all 
lands, and is doing a w ork  for the w h ole  hum an fam ily w hich  w o 
hope to  seo increase in im portance from  year to year. W o  crave 
the cordia l aid and sym pathy o f all true friends o f  Progress, Iha' 
our hands m ay bo strengthened for good .



[A seance is held every Friday evening, at eight o’clock, at the offico of 
tho Medium; J. J. Morse, Trance-Medium. By our reports of these or 
other circles we do not endorse or stand responsible for the facts or 
teachings givon by the spirits. Our desire is, in brief, to give a faithful 
representation of what takes place, for tho benefit of thoso who cannot 
attend.]

June 9.
(The questions were answered by Tien-Sion-Tio, the guide o f the 

Medium.)
Q. W ill you give your views of a suggestion made by a correspondent 

in tho M edium, No. 61, that mesmerism, animal magnetism, electricity, 
and olairvoyanoe are nioknamos for the spiritual gifts mentioned in 1 Cor. 
The same correspondent also alludes to Mesmer as having reoeivod 
a special gift of heuling from God.— A. Thoro is one point we would 
particularly call your attention to, namely, that God gave Mosiner a 
special gift in healing. Such a supposition infers partiality on the 
part of the Croator, and such a view cannot be sustained even by Mes- 
uicr's experience, as we find that the same powers have run through all 
the ages. These powers o f healing were known and practised thousands 
of years before the chapter referred to was written. Therefore, we 
might ask in return, “  Is not the term ‘ spiritual gifts ’ a nickname for 
what was known by other names previous to that age ? ” These powerB 
are reproduced in a very remarkable degree by modern Spiritualism. 
They are one of the spiritual gifts of humanity, or, rather, one o f the 
attributes o f the human spirit possessed in degree by men in all parts of 
tho globe, and on other planets as well.

Q. A  correspondent asks, “  Can you clear up the difficulty I  am under 
in not. being able to conceive how a healthy medium can cure a sick 
person of disease without removing the material causes of the disease, 
that is—low-roofed houses, unwholesome food, overcrowding, &c. ?— A. 
W e must remember that the human organism is superior to all other 
forms of matter, whether organised or not. The equilibrium therefore 
being restored in that organism, health results, and for a time the effects 
o f surrounding influences are controlled by the positive state of the body. 
I f  these adverse influences predominate, the power o f the healer is 
nullified, and the Bymptoms return again. Proper attention"to food, 
rest, shelter, exercise, and so on, would supersede the duties o f the 
healer entirely, which would only be required in old age, to direct the 
woak circulation o f the decaying frame and promote physical comfort 
during the relaxation o f the vital powers.

Q. How many spiritual spheres are there, and what is their relative 
distance from each other ?— A. The earth has six spheres; the first of 
which iB about sixty miles from the surface o f the planet, the others 
succeed at regular distances determined by a natural law, Each suc
ceeding sphere is more rarefied, and the interval of distance increases 
with each sphere.

The spirit made some observations on the physical decay and moral 
deterioration o f humanity caused by the bad conditions in which they 
lived.

The “ Strolling Player” conversed for some time. He was asked 
whether he had controlled a young lady in the southern suburbs of 
London on the previous Friday evening about eleven o’clock. He said 
he did, and yet he did not. The young lady had the peculiarity of 
absorbing the characteristics o f others, and exhibiting them in her sub
sequent actions. She had thus related herself to his mind, and a stray 
thought from him towards her while in that state occasioned the 
phenomena which had been witnessed. [It appears that the young lady 
seemed to be entranced, and said the “ Strolling Player ” was controlling 
her. The matter communicated was relative to some questions whioh 
the “  Strolling Player” had answored through Mr. Morse at a previous 
seance.]

WILLIAM IIALE.
The control was easily effected. The medium eat upright, leaning 

gently forward. The spirit uttered the following communication:— 
** The novelty of my position prevents me saying much upon this 
oocasion. M y visit, unexpected on my part, results from a request 
which I received from another spirit. It is but a few days since I  left 
the earthly body. When on earth I  was not practically acquainted 
with this means of communication. I  had heard of it, but derided it as 
an absurdity. I wish my acquaintances and family would give some 
heod to i t ; for this purpose I  come to-night. They will find the means 
existing in their own district whereby to obtain full satisfaction. I  left 
them five days ago, at 52, Westboume Park Road ; my name was William 
Hale, 47 years o f age. Good night.”

A  C orrespondent writes us, in reference to Wm. Elliot, M.D., whose 
visit at Mr. Morse’s seance is recorded in the last number o f the 
M edium , that—“ Dr. Elliot lived at Gatton Park Villas, Redhill, and 
I  think died at Tunbridge Wells twelve or eighteen months ago. His 
widow has left Redhill, and resides with a son near London.”

S IT  D E U S V E R U S .
To the Editor o f  the Medium and Daybreak.

S ib , -  H aving, on Friday, the 26th ult., along w ith the Secretary 
o f  the Ralston Association o f  Inquirers into Spiritualism, attended 
your seance to witness the trance-mediumship o f  Mr. Morse, I  put 
the question to the controlling spirit as to what degree o f  recogni
tion the spirit gave to the doctrine o f  “  The Trinity in U nity,” ' or, 
rather, h ow  the words I  and TVe, used by the spirit, stood in 
reference to the Father, Son, and H oly  Ghost. I  was both sur
prised and disappointed (and not alone so) at the ambiguity and 
coldness o f  the reply— surprised at its apparent want o f a perfect 
understanding o f  the doctrine o f  the H o ly  T r in ity ; disappointed 
at its cold, methodical, reluctant believing in that doctrine, yet 
recognising it. 1 therefore felt more than over confirmed in the 
fact that many o f  the com municating spirits themselves are in a 
aUto o f  schooling or infancy as regards tho future state. I  leave

the question o f  spheres to a future opportunity of enterine j,
I fully on their discussion, at present confining myself to a!* 
i recognition, tomporary or otherwise. ^

Feeling the importance o f  the question to all, I intend, pk 
God, to repeat it to the controlling spirit, through Mr. Mone, 
tho evening o f  tho 10th inst., should a seance be held as 
when I  hopo a more full and satisfactory answer will be given. '

Now, Sir, I  am, and have been for some length of time, a tin, 
and honest believer in Spiritualism and spiritual manifests^ 
yet I  had never attended any seance, private or public, or J  
meeting or public manifestations o f any description, before joinj? 
the Ralston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, now ^  
tw o months ago. I  have there witnessed the usual table-movj 
ments, &c., signals, replies, &c., also, as stated above, Mr. Mor̂  
trnnce-medium communications at 15, Southampton Row.

I  have been surprised at the, I  may say, infancy of these put̂  
manifestations compared with what I  myself have experience 
individually for some years past, both at home and abroad. ]|, 
experience tells me that without a due, full, and sufficient recogni. 
tion o f  the Three Persons o f and in the ever-blessed and glorî  
Trinity, Father, Son, and H oly Ghost, the one Triune Jehovah, jj 
its fuiness o f entity, through our blessed Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, both by the spirits themselves who bring to us, ̂  
also by ourselves, w ho receive, witness and believe in their majj. 
festations, w e cannot expect to have developed anything like tl> 
full truth and perfect enlightenment which we otherwise should 
enjoy by and through this blessed gift o f  a merciful Creator, 
Redeemer, Saviour, Sanctifier, and Lord. In fact, Spiritualism 
without the Rivine and H oly  Trinity is o f a very low standard, 
and becomes, allegorically speaking, the work o f the devil; bit 
w ith the aid o f  the blessed Trinity in Unity, you have at once 
the arithmetic o f  the Alm ighty, or, in other words, “ Heavenly 
Spiritualism.”

Y ou  may depend upon it, Mr. Editor, the day is not far distant 
when the present system o f  telegraphical communication will be 
superseded— w h e n m in d  w ill speak to mind.”— Yours, &c,

P hilip  Foam.
38, Sherborne St., R otherfeld St., Islington, June 6,1871.

TH E LYCEUM  PICNIC.
To the Editor o f  the Medium and Daybreak.

S ir ,— It is the policy of the Roman Catholic Church to secure th> 
children. The first act o f their missionaries is to form a school for th 
young. The great importance of first impressions is fully understood. 
They say, “  Give us the children of a new country, and in a generation*; 
will make it Catholic.” I  consider much valuable timeris lost in trying 
to convince adults o f the great truths o f Spiritualism. They will soot 
pass away. Let it be our work to replace them with a people who* 
first teachings were God—Heaven— and eternal happiness in the end 
for all. Not God— Devil— Heaven— Hell— eternal torments for the 
many, happiness for the few. Have we not all felt the great difficulty 
there is in getting rid o f our old fear o f spectres, or ghosts as we wen 
taught to call them ? My children, after sitting in a dark seance when 
they had been conversing with spirits of the departed, will say, “ Good 
night, good spirits,” leave the circle, and go to bed alone in a dark rooE 
Such is the result o f education. This is the work of our Lyceum; to 
aid this is our duty. I  enclose 5s. towards the expenses o f the Notting
ham Picnic, and shall, if possible, give myself the pleasure of being 
present.— Yours truly, H enry Smith, 24, Windsor-road, Ealing.

[It affords us great pleasure to know that the picnic of this year ii 
exciting much inquiry. W e warmly recommend all who are interested 
in the education of the young, in Bands of Hope and Sunday Schook 
especially, to visit the Lyceum Picnic. To do so is a duty specially 
incumbent upon Spiritualists, more particularly those interested in the 
present existing or contemplated Lyceums. We would recommend 
Spiritualists who are not in a position to visit Nottingham at their own 
expense, to choose delegates from their own number, and raise the 
travelling expenses by subscription. We hope to meet at Nottingham, 
on the 25th and 26th instant, delegates from Bradford, Keighley, 
Halifax, Sowerby Bridge, Manchester, Birmingham, Derby, and other 
places.— Ed. M.]

LIVERPOO L PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
To the Editor o f  the Medium and Daybreak.

S ir,— The following account of a seance held at Mr. Wilson's on 
April 10 may perhaps be interesting. The medium, Mr. A. Fegan, 
who had a considerable way to come and was much hurried, was 
closely followed the whole distance by what appeared to him a middle- 
aged woman. On the door being opened be inquired of Mr. W. if he 
noticed the woman in the street behind him, but no one was to be seen, 
Nothing more was thought of tho matter, and the sitting commenced.

After the first control of the medium was over, the members of the 
circle were talking of what they had just heard, when the medium wa 
again suddenly entranced, with a violent start, and immediately spoke 
as follows with a broad Scotch accent:—

“  Ye needna be nfraid, Pll no do ye ony harm. I  jist want ye to tell 
my Jimmie that I can come back again. But I eanna right penetrate 
the atmosphere o f this house.” Q. What name ?— A. “  Susan Allen, 45, 
Union-stroet, Hamilton.”  Q. How long since you passed away?— 
A. “  'Twas a beautiful sunset in last July. Tell him I ’m happy and 
that Tra often wi’ him. But he maun change his views ; he gangs over 
aft to the kirk. I eanna obtain full control. I  shall be wi’ him to
morrow.”

On awakening from tho oontrol, the modium stated that, on looking 
towards the opposite side o f tho room, he again had seen the sains 
female form standing in the room that had followed him so far (although 
the doors were all shut), and he had been immediately entranced.

Tho message was sent to the address given, but no reply was received. 
We did not send it for publication until we received some authentication



J u n k  ]<>, 1 8 7 1 . t h e  m e d i u m  a n d  d a y b r e a k . I

of it. Through the oonrtesy »>** n lady friend residing nt, Hamilton wo 
have rroeivcu every continuation ol Mm truth o f tho ooramunioutlon. 
(the state*, " In regard to Mr*. Alien, olio loft, t-lio earth lit tho time 
lUtod, lmving her Inubnnd and u hiuiiII family. Her statement* aro all 
fomvl ami elmraut erintio. Her huibotul, whon spoken to on tho matter, 
■aye ho in not troubling hi* head with euoh matter*, and doo* not 
believe in anything of the »ort.” -Your* truly,

June 13, 1871. E. D an k*, Booretary.

GLASGOW ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
On the evening o f Wednesday, the 7th o f June, the member* o f tho 

above Awooiatiim hold a tea-meeting in Wlivto’s Tempernnoo Hotel, to 
eongratulate each other on the *11000** that, had attended the eerie* of 
Sabbath evening meeting* just, oloeed. There were about fifty present, 
inoluiling one or (wo friend* o f the members. Mr. Brown, tho presi
dent of tko Association, ooouuiod the oliair, supported on the platform 
by Mowrs. Ninbet, Walker, Nicholson, MoFio, and other*. After doing 
ample Justice to the more material part of the entertainment, tho in- 
telleeltml began with an addre** from the ohairman, in which he gave 11 
brief sketoh of the origin of tlie Association, also it* proceeding*, past, 
iml present. Ho alluded particularly to tho harmony that, existed at. 
(here meetings, not withstanding that the members belonged to a number 
of different religion* Boots, thus showing that Spiritualism in the only 
tin'capable of fusing the conflicting opinions o f  Sectarians, lie also 
■poke nf (lie vast number o f books that, bad been written and brain
power of the bighost, order wasted to disprove the foot, o f the soul's 
immortality, the which books lmd I>ocn rendered but so much wasto 
paper bv one little rap made by an unseen intolligonoo.

Mr. William Johnston also spoke warmly in favour o f Spiritualism, 
■bowing wliat a blessing it bad proved to tlie religious mind by lighting 
op what had hitherto been supposed to be dark and unsatisfactory in 
tlie diameter of the Divine Doing, thus corroborating the words of 
Scripture which tell us that “  in Him there is no darkness at. all.”

Mr. Michel followed, showing tlie inconsistency of those who swallow 
without quettioning all the hearsay miracle* o f the Bible, yet refuse to 
believe those happening in our midst, though of a kindred oharaoter, 
and given on tho clearest evidenoo.

The speaking was agreeably interspersed with song, reading, and 
itorv, from somo of the more gifted members of the Association, and 
after spending a most delightful evening tho meeting broke up with the 
usual votes ot thanks, including one to the ladies for coming out in suoh 
numbers to graoe tho occasion. James Nicholson, Secretary.

BISHOP AUCKLAND.
At the Boanoo hold on Thursday night last— present, in addition to the 

Fawcett family, who aro the basis of and supply the modiumistio faculty 
of the circle, Mr. Kilburn, Mr. Lingford, Mr. Ruddock, and also Mr. 
Thomas Robson, and Mr. Caleb Kidd, o f Gurney Villa—tho physical 
manifestations wero o f a very vigorous kind. It is also very noteworthy 
that Mr. Robson, who never before sat. at. a circle or took any part, in 
ipiritualistio manifestations, had not sat moro than half an hour at tho 
table ere lie was violently shaken from head to foot by the unseen 
powers, and his hand and arm moved in reply to questions, all IhiB being 
without volition on his part. Great sympathy appeared to exist, between 
him and the controlling powers, who woro said to bo near relatives.

Mr. Kidd was also warmly greeted by tho spirits, and, although a 
comparative stranger to Spiritualism, was informed that ho was highly 
mediumistic, and would shortly develop much healing pow er—that, he 
might become a second Dr. Newton. Both gentlemen might exhibit 
trance and other forms of mediumship.

Prom this experionoe wo aro taught that numbers o f spiritually- 
minded persons live around us, quite ready to become active mediums 
and instruments o f groat and everlasting good, woro they only brought 
in contact with the developing conditions o f a proporly conducted circle. 

June 9, 1871.

F R O M  J . H . P O W E L L .
To my E nglish F ellow-S piritualists,—

My work for a timo has come to a close in America. I  have 
devoted the last four years to t.lio advocaoy o f Spiritualism and 
Radicalism in tho States, which I  trust is not profitless labour. M y 
health has run down moro slowly than a clock, and doos not, at the 
present moment, promise to riso to its normal stato rapidly. My 
physician recommends a sea voyngo, and several o f my bravo oo-labourers 
place moans at my disposal to enable me to reach England. I  proposo 
•ailing from Boston about tho 17th, and hope to bo sufficiently 
recuperated on arriving at Liverpool to lecture. I  know that I  have 
many warm friends in my own land, and indulgo tho hope that I  may 
meet them in public and private, and bo permitted to toll what, I know 
of Spiritualism. My experiences in this country cannot fail to bo 
interesting, and I may add instructive.

Letters up to July 1st may bo addressed to mo, General Post-office, 
Liverpool; after that date, to tho care o f  James Burns, publisher, 
Southampton Row, Holborn, London. J. II , P ow ell.

Motion, U.S.A., Juno 2, 1871.

THE NEW SPAPERS ON M RS. H A R D IN G E .
Whether agreeing or not with the viowB enunointod by tho fair 

lecturer, all who heard hor concur in tho opinion that she is a highly 
fitted lady, and that not a word o f tho high terms in which sho 1ms 
hern spoken of by tho press o f other towns is exaggerated. There was 
» very numerous audience at each oration, especially that delivered in 
tho evening, whon the hall was crowded. On each occasion a few

3ue*t ions wore put to Mrs. llordingo, who answered thorn with muoh 
ueney and gracefulness o f diction .— Halifax Guardian,
Mrs. llardingo is a lady o f fine presence, and as a speaker possesses, in 

» romnrkablo degree, tho gift o f  “ word-painting.” Tho address was 
interesting to those present from motives o f curiosity, as containing the 
creed of tlio Spiritualist body. Tho address occupied about an hour and 
1 half, and was very attentively listened to, tho meeting closing with 
prayer. Halifax Guardian.

Tin publication of the poem, "  Over There,” is unavoidably postponed 
till out week.

Si'iiMTiMi, (lui/runifl a t  H a l i f a x .....Mrs, IJimlingo speak* 11*
high ciimniendution o f the singing at tier orations lit Halifax. Mr, 
Pooblus introduced his excellent “ Spiritual I larp " whim lie lec
tured in that town, and since then the IVicnd* of Spiritualism have 
boon assiduous in the cultivation o f thoir musical faculties. W e 
were much pleased with some specimens we witnessed at Sow orby 
Bridge a few weeks ago, On the occasion o f  Mrs. llarilingOH 
visit, appropriate composition* were printed in a neat form and 
circulated amongst tfio people. Such devotion contrast* very 
favourably w ith tho apathy of our respected friends in L on don ; 
for months a class existed at the Progressive Library, but no one 
attended it, and now Mrs. I licks is permitted to boar the burden 
o f  sustaining t lie service o f song mi Bunday evenings without hor 
laudable example being much imitated.

T 1.1 ic Bi’ iiimTAUsTs o f  London are respectfully invited to an ex
hibition o f 11(1 dosignSj ftt 1/5, Houthanipton Row, on Wednesday 
evening, Juno 2 8 ,at eight o’clock. Them drawings represent tho 
“  Pictorial Progress o f Man.” The exhibition will be accompanied 
by a descriptive lecture by Mr. F. W ilson, tho artist who has de
signed and painted tho serial.

Mu. J a c k s o n 's Mesmeric Glass was brought to a most agreeable 
and successful termination at 15|Boutliamptoii Itow, on Wednesday 
evening. A list, o f  names was opened towards tlie formation o f a 
Phrenological Olass, to bo commenced immediately. Tickets for 
tho course o f  six lessons, fis. cad i. Immediate application should 
be made to Mr. J. W . Jackson, 106, Marylobone Hoad, N.W., or 
names limy bo loi't at the Progressive Library.

T he V isit of Mr. T . L. Harris to London is exciting a groat amount 
o f interest. W e uro continually besieged by inquirers anxious to bo 
supplied with moro nows. W e regret, our inability to a (lord any 
further information at present.

SEANCES AND MEETINGS DUItlNG THE WEEK.
Friday, J unk lit, Senuoo at lit, Southampton How, Holborn, at H p.m. Mr. 

Morse, I’ratioo-Modlum. Admission Is.
Seance at Mrs. Marshall, Ben.’s, 20, Bhlrland Hoad, Jtrlstol Gardens, 
Mnida Hill, W., at 7 o’clock. Several mediums In attendance, Ad
mission 2s. lid.
L iverpool, Psychological Society, at 65, Devon Street, Islington, at ft p.m. 

Bunday, .Tunk 1ft, Service at Cleveland Itooins, Cleveland Street, Fltzrny Sipuira, 
at 7 p.m. Mrs. Hurdlnge on “  What mid Whore is tlie Spirit-W orlaV ” 
Mr. (logman's Seanoo, 2a, Now Hoad, E., nt 7.
KEIGHLEY, 10,30 a.m. and 0.30 p.m. Messrs. Bhaekloton and Wright, 
Trance-Mediums. Children's Progressive Lyceum at 0 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Nottingham , Children's Lyceum at 2 to 4 p.m. Public Meeting utfi.30. 
SOWKRBY Bridge, at Mr. W. Itoblnson’s, Causeway Head, Children’s 
Lyceum, lOa.iii. and 2 p.m. Public Meeting, 0.30 p.m. Trance-Medium, 
Mr. Wood.
Hkkaulky, Public Meetings, 10.30 a.m „ 2.30 and 0.30 p.m. Trance- 
Medium, Mr. Illingworth.
Bowling, Spiritualists’ Mcoliug Hoorn, 2.30 and 0 p.m. Hull Lane, 2 
and 0 p.m.
Manchester, Grosvenor Street Temperance Hall, at 2.30.
Cowms, at George Holdroyd’s, at 0 p.m.
Hagg's Lank E nd. Hu.ill. Trance-Mediums Mr. J. Crane and Mrs. N. 
Wilde.
G lashow, Whyte’s Temperance Hotel, Candlerlggi, at 0.30.
Gawthorfic, Spiritualists' Meeting Hoorn, 2.30 and 0 p.m. Mrs. 3. A. 
Swift and J. lCitson, Mediums.

Monday, J une IS), Seance nt 15, Southampton How, at 8 o’clock. Messrs. Herne 
and Williams, Mediums for the Spirit-Voice. Admission 2s.
Sowkrby Bridge, at Mr. W. Itoblnson’s, Causeway Head, 8 p.m. 

T uesday, J unk 20, Seance at Mrs. Marshall, Sen.’g, 20, Bhlrland Hoad, Printed 
Gardens, Mnida Hill, W., at 7 o ’clock. Bcveral mediums in at tendance. Admission 2s. Od.
K eig hley , at 7.30 p.in., at tlie Lyceum. Trance-Mediums, Mrs. Lucas 
and Messrs. Wright, and Bhackletoii.
GawthorI’K, at Mr. J. Mercer's, nt 7.30 p.m. Medium, Miss A. Mercer. 

W ednesday, J unk 21, Seance at Mr. Walluoe’s, 105, Islip Street, Kentish Town. 
Mr. Cognmn's Bcuiioe, 22, New Hoad, E., at 8.
Bowling, Spiritualists’ Meeting Hoorn, 8 p.m.
Hagg's L ane E nd. J. Crane, Trance-Medium. 7,80 p.m.

Thursday, J unk 22, Seance at 15, Southampton How, nt 8 ; Messrs. Herne and 
Williams, Mediums for the Spirit-Voice, Ac. Admission, 2s. Oil. 
Bowling, Hull Lane, 7.30 p.m.
Dalston Association o f Inquirers into Spiritualism. Seance at 71, Nmariuo 
Hoad, Dalston, at 7.45 p.m. (Ono week’s notice requisite from intending 
visitors.)
Public Seance at 7, Corporation How, Clorkenwcll, at 8 o'clock. Froc. 
Gawthorfe, Spiritualists' Meeting Hoorn, a Developing Circle, at 7.30. 

•#* We will be happy to announce Seances and Meetings in this table, weekly. 
To be in time, all communication* must reach this Cilice by Wednesday 
morning's post.

AGENTS FOR THE “ MEDIUM,” AND ALL WORKS ON 
SPIRITUALISM AND PROGRESS.

BEHMONDSEV—M rs. Pa ice, Bookseller, Jamaica Hoad.
BIKMING1IAM A. Franklin, 5ft, Suffolk Street..
BHADFOKD—IT, Sm ith , 12, Garnett Street, Leeds Hoad.
BK18TOL—George Tommy, 7, Unity Street.
EDINBURGH—J. M kn/.ikh, 2, Hanover Street.
GLASGOW—J. McGkaciiv, 8S>, Union Street.
HALIFAX—H. Fossard, Felton Lane. , ,
IIUDDEHS FIELD— CoWUiLL, Printer and Stationer, 21, lurk gate. 
KEIGHLEY—J. T illotson, Mary Street, Greengute. 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES Brydon, Bookseller, Applemavket.
LIVERPOOL—Mu*. L eighton, 3«. West. Derby Hoad.
LOUGHBOROUGH J. Bent, 80, Pinfold Gate.
MANCHESTER- John Hey wood, 113, Deaiisgnle,
MIDDLES HO UO' ~N1r1101.AH Patterson, Bookseller, & 0., I, Cannon Street.
NE WO A 8TLE-0 N-T Y N E K. J. Blake, Grainger Street.
NORTHAMPTON—L. IIii .i.y a r d , 43, Grafton Street.
NOTTINGHAM J. Hitchcock, (M, Marple Street.
HOWEKHY BRIDGE—John Longhottom, Wharf Street.
STOKE-ON-TItENT—T. OusMAN, Brassfoumler, South Street, Mount l’ lewuMl. 
WEST HARTLEPOOL—W. Newton, Printer. Ac.. Lynn Street.
WOLVEItllAMPTON—B. Norton, Bookseller, Darlington Street.



Drajjrcssib* p b n t m  mib Spiritual institution,
Jo, Southampton  R ow , W .C ., Jwne JO, I8"|.

t h i s  l e t i k i ; e m b o d i e s  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a  c o m m i t t e e  b e  f o r m e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n j > i’ rijsj-.v,
I I !■: HEX I MED COI’IES OF .MRS. IIAKDINGE’S “ HISTORY OF SPIRITUALISM ” TO PUBLIC IHJSJlAltii 
IN OR EAT BRITAIN.

1 r i ' !" 't lii’ i.vssiu’y, in introducing tlio subject of tliis b'l.lnr, to refer nt largo to the importance o f Mas. ITa r d in o k ’h works . 
aid to i iio i-m o o f Spiritualism. The largo circulation which it lias had, and the universal appreciation with wliicli it has been loco 
arc generally known. II may lie stated hero, however, that the worlc is eminently calculated to guide tlio opinions o f tlio public)/ 
a right conclu-ion as to the merits o f Spiritualism in every respect. It  gives a lucid and circumstantial account o f itK originS[l| 
spread over America, and minute descriptions o f  woll-aUc.stcd phenomena, covering the whole range o f such facts from the ni,,., 
simple to (he most extraordinary manifestations. It  answers nil objections by giving a history of the refutations which object,' 
o f  all classes Imre experienced in the past.

The grand objects o f Spiritualism nro leapt prominently in view, and the eminent persons wlto have taken it up are appropriate,
introduced to the reader.

Taken as n whole, then, this truly great work is a vivid and complete representation o f  tlio movement, answering all question, 
as to what is the use and purport of Spiritualism, and showing the reader what new information the spirit-world has coinmunicay 
to man; also the teachings of Spiritualism in a scientific connection, its value to the philosophy o f religion, and its tendencies:: 
a humanitarian reform. The reactor is favourably and permanently impressed by the great array of facts and arguments present,], 
which recommend themselves strongly to the intelligent mind, both from their intrinsic merit and the fascinating manner in whig 
they are stated.

’  This work has boon widely circulated amongst inquirers, and intelligent minds generally, with the most gratifying result, 
Private individuals have in several instances presented copies to public libraries, for which they have received the grateful acknow. 
lodgments o f  the managers; and many letters have also been written by readers who have been fortunate enough to come in contact 
■with the work.

The suggestion has been made that this work should be used on a moro extended scale for the diffusion o f Spiritualism, to effect 
which the following means are being put into operation :—

A Committee is being formed o f  representative persons in all parts o f tlio country. The duties of this Committee will be t 
collect Subscriptions in their immediate localities to purchase copies o f M rs. I I ardingk ’s work, and use their influence to g.: 
libraries to accept copies o f  the work as a donation.

For this special objoct it is expected the work may be obtained, with- all the plates and illustrations complete, bound in aubstamisl 
library style, at Ten Shillings per copy, being one-third less than the published price, and with a much more expensive anduseL 
binding. It may therefore be recorded that Jins. I I ardin ge  makes a very substantial contribution to the object in view in tt.. 
granting the work at such a price.

As I have the acquaintance o f eminent Spiritualists throughout this country, I  have been requested to forward this letter to y :, 
respectfully soliciting your kind co-operation in this important work. N o definite responsibility will be attached to you either a;: 
how  much money you collect, or how  many volumes you dispose of. Some will be able to do more and others less; success can rah 
be attained by all doing what they can. As an indication o f  what may be done, Mr. Thomas Grant, o f Maidstone, observes:—“  I ri! 
do my best for this locality, and do not mind pledging myself for four copies at 10s., bound as you describe.”

After your reply has been received, another edition o f tliis letter will be issued with the names o f the Committee attached, ate 
Collecting Cards will be forwarded, and the work pushed on with all the energy possible. Any suggestion which you can offer, or as; 
names which you can communicate as desirable to be added to the Committee, w ill be gratefully received, along with suck otk 
aid as you may be disposed to afford to this important object.

_ . _______Penny Subscription. Woulcl it not be prudent to accept the aid of all in accordance with the means at their disposal ■
surely w ith such varied assistance £250 w ill not be hard to raise, and it is to be hoped that libraries will eagerly accept the volumes.

I  am, yours in the cause o f Spiritualism,
J. BURNS.

MRS. R . SQ U IR ES, Medical Mesmerist, late o f  the Mesmeric 
Infirmary, Weymouth Street, W., now of 23, St. John’s Street, 

Packing ton Street, Islington, N., would be happy to Attend Patients in 
Town or Country. Mrs. Squires’s son is now open for engagements as 
a Medical Mesmeriser.

R . J. W . JACK SON , 1GG, Marylebone Road, may be seen 
any day before 12 o’clock, and at any other time by appointment.

C L A IR V O Y A N C E ,— M A D A M E  D E  B A D D E L E Y , tlie
U  celebrated Clairvoyante, at home for consultation from 2 till 7, 
Daily. Communication by letter, upon stating age, &c. Morning consulta
tions by appointment. Address—4, Exeter V illas, Kennington Oval, 
L ondon, S.E.

A N T I-V A C C IN A T O R . Pitman, and J. Bums. Id. W eekly. 
Parliamentary Evidence on Vaccination, of great importance.

SE A -S ID E  FU R N ISH E D  A P A R TM E N TS.— TO L E T, the
whole or part of a pretty Cottage, with Attendance. Two Sitting 

and foui- Bed-rooms. Terms moderate.—For particulars apply to F. 
Trueman, Ventnor, Isle of Wight.

EX H IB IT IO N  OF S P IR IT -D R A W IN G S  IN  WATER- 
COLOURS, by Miss Houghton.—NEW BRITISH GALLERY, 3#, 

Old Bond Street, Piccadilly. Open daily from 10 a.m. till 6 pm 
Admission Is. Catalogue Is.

MESSRS. HERNE AND WILLIAMS,
SPIR IT-M ED IU M S,

Beg to inform investigators that they are at home daily to give privy; 
seances from 10 a.m. To 5 o’clock p.m. They are also open to reck'; 
engagements for private seances in the evening, either at home or;' 
the residences of investigators. Address, 61, Lamb’s Conduit Site* 
Foundling, W.C.

Inquirers into the Philosophy and Phenomena of Spiritualism skoi; 
procure admission to

At 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, LONDON, 
On Fr iday  Evenings, at E ight o’Clock.

W R N I S H E D  A P A R T M E N T S at 29, Sudley Street, Brighton.

W A N TE D  a Y O U TH , well educated, and having some know 
ledge of Shorthand, for the office of the Medium. Apply to the 

Publisher, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

BO O K -K E E PE R , Confidential Clerk, or Collector.— W A N T E D , 
by a respectable elderly Man, a Situation ns above.—Address D., 

16, Great Knightrider Street, Doctors’ Commons, E.C.

8  C LE RK , Collector, Messenger, or Timekeeper, or any place 
of trust, WANTED bv a Young Man. Eight years’ good character. 

Security if required.—A. H., 22, Portland Street, Stepney, E.

AD DRESSES, Votes o f Thanks or Condolence, Poetical Subjects, 
&c., ornamentally Transcribed and Illuminated, by J. G. Robson, 24, 

Lower Stamford Street, Blackfnars, S.E.

H E L L IN G  OFF.— FU R N IT U R E , O IL  P A IN T IN G S, &c.— As
0  Mr. Alsop is about to leave for America, ho is selling off his valuable 
stock of Drawing-Room and Dining-Room Furniture, also his collection 
of Oil Paintings, at reduced prices.—No. 2, Great Turnstile, liolborn.

Spiritualism is liberally and impartially investigated in

H U M A N  N A T U R E :
A MONTHLY RECORD OF

Zoistic Science, Intelligence, and Popular Anthropology
The philosophical and scientific character of this magazine, and d’ 

marked originality of thought displayed by its chief contributors h-W 
given it a standing throughout the world. It is eminently unsectaris5’ 
and free from creedal bias; its object being the discovery of Truth. 

Price Gd. monthly, or 7s. per annum, post free.
London: J. Burns, Progressive Library, 15, Southampton Row, 

Bloomsbury Square, Holborn, W.C.

The Hymn Book used at the Sunday Services, Cleveland Hall, 
London, is

T H E  S P I R I T U A L  L Y R E ;
A Collection of Songs for the uso of Spiritualists. In Paper >VrapP,>r' 
price 6d .; Neat Cloth, price Is. Published by J. Burns, 15, t>outhamptJtl 
Row, W.C.

LONDON: Printed and Published by JAMES BURNS, 15, Seuthamuton Row, Holborn, W.C.


