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HO\Vr I BECAME A MUSICAL MEDIUM.
iiv JKSSK I!. II. SllEL'AIU).

Tin: question is often asked, Have vou been taught ■music? 
mill wlii'ii I answer, Not in (lui usual wav, grunt interest is 
manifested as to how I hocaiuo a “ musical medium,” anil to 
gratify this universal ilesiro I have been iiulucod (o make a 
tow statements of fact, respecting my development as a 
medium* While on a visit to my friends in St. Louis 
during (lie winter of IS<‘»7, 1 was told that 1 was a very 
powerful medium, and after a short time the mediumistie 
faculty began to manifest itself in the form of spirit-seeing, 
ami the power of healing, I  also began to receive impressions 
and give tests to sceptics with considerable success. After 
these developments I returned to Chicago, where my parents 
resided, previous to their removal to St. Louis. I  at once 
commenced to magnetise for disease, and exercise the faculty 
of clairvoyance in the important matter of diagnosis, which 
powers I have retained to this time, and have often used 
them with great good to numerous patients. I  also became 
developed in psychometry, rapping, and a great variety of 
tests wliich'were of much service to the cause of spiritualism 
ami afforded satisfaction and enlightenment to many 
inquiring minds. In  the spring of 18(58, I  passed through 
a frightful ordeal, the features of which I  will not on this 
occasion pourtray; but I  found it to he a very necessary 
step in my development, and afterwards I  was enabled to 
exercise my gifts much more powerfully and freely. The 
powers of the medium are often envied by those devoted to 
spiritualism. They are indeed grand gifts, priceless above 
money value, but alas, often purchased by weeks and months 
of suffering of such a peculiar kind, that the solace of sym
pathy can scarcely ever approach to sooth the tortured soul. 
Oh, the horrors of. development! And even after that 
crisis has been passed over, the sensitive organism of the 
medium is alive to many discomforts and annoyances which 
ordinary mortals know not of. I t  is not all flowers and 
sweets; the rose of mediumship has its own peculiar thorn of 
suffering and hardships, and those who can face its duties, 
anil sustain themselves in the vortex of development, have 
passed through an achievement which ought to entitle them 
to the consideration and fraternal sustainanee of all true 
Spiritualists.

I remained in Chicago through the summer of 18(58, and 
returned to St. Louis in the fall, where double success attended 
the exercise of my mediumship. The power increased with 
the facility in using it. In  the following January, while I  
was in a theatre, the spirit of Rachel came to me and asked 
if I would like to be developed in singing. She advised me 
to go next day and have the quality of my voice examined 
by a competent professor. I. did so ; called on a celebrated 
musician, and told him my business. Ho was astonished at 
the power of my voice and facility of execution, facts of 
which I was ignorant myself, and of which I  was no judge. 
The professor gave it as his opinion that the voice would not 
last long; it was too wonderful to be permanent. However, 
I  was only two weeks in being developed, hut when that 
important result had been accomplished, I  was too sceptical 
to believe that I  really could sing, and was in great doubt as 
to the propriety of making the attempt in public, all of which 
1 expressed to the musical professor, asking his opinion on 
the matter. He replied that he would be very proud to have 
me sing an Ave Maria in St. Xavier’s Church, where be was 
organist. This is one of tho most fashionable churches in 
the city, anil the choir is composed of superior singers. On 
taking my place in the service, I  was influenced to sing the 
piece allotted t o me to the astonishment of all who heard me. 
On the following Sunday, I  sang an ode in German to St. 
Felicia, by Haydn, which was even more successful than my 
lirst, attempt. My sister, who was present on the second 
occasion, could not believe it possible that I was the singer;

■:n n y .

and others who were acquainted with me were not less sur
prised at my new vocat ion. I remained for a few weeks in 
St. Louis, during which I  gained more confidence in my new 
and extraordinary manifestation, when a sphere of wider 
usefulness presented itself to me, which I shall endeavour to 
detail when my numerous engagements will permit.

Hit. NEW TON’S RECEPTION.
The question has been repeatedly put to us, What will he 

the nature of the reception given to Dr. Newton, and what 
amount of subscription is expected? As to the last point, 
wo have heard of one donor who has given £5 5s.; while we 
have received sums of I Os. and 5s. But we believe that 
Mr. Coleman is distributing the tickets without reference 
to the amount subscribed. The proceedings will consist of 
addresses by eminent Spiritualists, music, conversation, and 
refreshments served in a tasteful manner. The great object 
is to meet Dr. Newton, give him a cordial reception, and hear 
him give expression to his plans for the good of the suffering. 
I t  will, no doubt, be an intellectual repast of no ordinary 
kind, and a time of moral and spiritual refreshing. The 
evening is fixed for May 12, at eight o’clock, at the Beet
hoven Rooms, 27, Harley Street, Cavendish Square. A 
report of the proceedings will appear in our next number.

MR, MORSE’S SEANCES.
From the announcement made by Mr. Morse last week, 

some have thought that the Friday evening seances at 1*5, 
Southampton Row, were suspended. This is not so ; they 
continue to attract increased attention, and are often attended 
by strangers to the phenomena. Mr. Morse’s mediumship 
also becomes more interesting. AVe have heard that the 
“ Actor ” gave a drama or play, through him ou Monday night 
at Mr. Crooks’.

TH E MUSICAL SEANCES.
The second series commenced at 15, Southampton Row, 

on Wednesday evening. Into the present course, the 
medium, Mr. Shepard will introduce some of the more 
marked peculiarities of his singular performance. He sings 
a t each concert in the soprano voice.

A LETTER FROM EMMA HARDINGE.
In  the course of a cordial communication from this 

esteemed lady the following passage occurs: “ I  am in 
Boston.—All the old gentlemen in Massachusetts, who have 
admired me, have gone and died about this time on purpose 
that I  might bury them ; hence I  have about two funerals 
to attend per week, at least 150 letters on an average to 
answer, anil lectures, callers, visitings, and sundry duties to 
match, each week. How I  live or eat, drink, and sleep, I. have 
not t ime to inquire. Suffice it to say, an extra letter to answer 
would he the hair that would break the camel’s hack. I shall 
positively return in the fall, by November at the latest.

A W ARNING.
Mr. Ellerton, the musical composer, narrated in our hear

ing a very interesting case of warning derived from some 
invisible source. Ho was busy at his writ ing-tahle, absorbed 
in a musical composition, when his little dog, which lay 
opposite to him on the sofa, started for the door, and then 
came hack to him, shewing signs of a desire to gel out . iMr. 
Ellerton at once put on Lis hut, and left the room, accom
panied by his dog. When ho came hack, lie found that llm 
ceiling had fallen in bodily, so heavily, indeed, as to break 
down the gasiliers, indent the table considerably, and break 
various articles in the room. Thus, by a warning given to 
him through his dog, was he saved from serious injury, or, 
perhaps, loss of life.
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DIRECT SIM 1MT WRITING.
A liif-simili* of spirit writing'lone without tin* interven

tion of mortal hands, containing .">u| words, and doin', in . 
fourteen seconds, appeal's with the Mav number of llaaatn i 
JVtita/v. It is litiiouraphed on a shed, and the names 
of those who were present when the writing was done, is 
riveii in their ow nhainlwritiim. It has raised a great dealp _ n i l l
of jnlon sl, and Spiritualists could no! do bolter than scud 
seven stamps for that number ol Human ,\atarc containing 
this very womleriul iimnil'e-ta!ions.

m a n i f l s t a t i o x s  \ t  c l e r k f x a y l l l .
At. the usual weekh seance, at 7, Corporation Row, mi I linc.-iln\, 

April 2-S pln-ionl plienoiiiena of ;i rather unusual kind occari'ed. 
,1. \ \  . A\ oolnoiigli w'h > .eatrsl oil a st rung wooden r luu r w it It lo 
feet elf t lie grniunl. ton 11 In- chair was spun round on one ot 1 lie hind 
le lii st towards the one sido and then towards I lie ot her, in such
a forcible manner that ii was twisted to piece . Mr. Woolnough 
was thrown mi the floor repeaiedly, but persevered in bis Udine
exercises on the chair, which always came to a stand-still when 
Mr. WoultuMiuh took his lingers from the table. Wo understand 
that a stronger chair is being prepared to stand the force employed 
in this peculiar tuanilestalioii, which is only a preparation towards 
attempting the feat of lifting M r. Woolnough on (to the table, chair 
and ad, a- Mr. Shepard was lifted (see Medium No, 2). .Mr. Towns 
was entranced, and gave a very radical address from Thomas 
Paine, the table moving about in a very vigorous manner all the 
time, the spirits haw  promised manifestations of a very superior 
kind, alter a few weeks' development. A large number ol spectators 
were present. The admission is free.

STRATFORD.
On Sunday, Mav 1, at three i\ m., in the W orkman’s Hall, W est 

Ham Lane, a meeting was held, according to prior arrangement, 
fur tli.' purpose of discussing the merits and demerits of the matter 
put forth in a lecture delivered by Mr. John Collier, on the “ The- 
ologv of Spiritualism,-’ on the previous Sunday afternoon; when 
the parties present were to have the opportunity oi questioning i 
Mr. t Jollier mi that or hi.s prim- lecture, or tlie 11th host. .Mr. Crow 
took the chair. A hymn was sung, and prayer offered by the 
chairman, who next announced that he had just received an apol- 
ogv from .Mr. Collier, who would not ho able to attend, through 
indisposition, which placed him in a very awkward position; but it 
the persons present thought proper to place their questions before 
him. lie would, although not a Spiritualist in the sense in which .Mr. 
Collier was, endeavour to answer thorn to the host of his ability, 
unless some better mode of procedure was suggested.

After solicitation, Air. Bassett, who had aided Mr. Collier in his i 
investigations, consented to meet the desires of the inquirers in 
answering their questions, by relating some of his experience. Mr. 
Bassett refered to a time when he thought that the greater part of 
the Spiritualists ought to be in lunatic asylums, but on attending a 
circle for investigation, the spirits wished to commune with him, 
and he was urged to continue his investigations. 1 le wanted further 
advice, and asked if ho could become a medium ? I was told no, at 
which I felt much damped. Then, continued Mr. Bassett, I  asked 
if mv wife w ould 't I was told yes. I was then lifted up in hope, and 
felt of good cheer. W e commenced, and continued to sit at home 
with very little results, except a few raps and scratchings, for 
which the cat got blam ed; and alter wo had secured our own cat, 
we thought it must he some neighbours got in and concealed 
somewhere ; we could not make it out to be spirits, so we went on 
for some time, not at all satisfactory; but one evening, as we were 
sitting at tea, tlm table began lifting or tilting, much to our sur
prise and astonishment, as we were not thinking about it. W e 
asked questions, and received answers, and continued to receive 
communications from that tim e; we have had a heavy table, some
where about 20011)8. weight, stand up on end, and turned over, legs 
uppermost. On one occasion, as we were saying grace before din
ner, the table went right away, dinner and all, for a considerable 
distance. We have had a spirit hand and arm, as visible to our 
siirht as anv person in this Hall are to me at the present time. 
We have had spirit voices as audible as any voice I have heard | 
this afternoon; these things we have seen and hoard, in full light. 
As to the manifestations in the dark, one occasion in particular j  
I will m ention: myself and w ife sat, and amongst other tilings j 
that took place, 1 felt a hand fondling over my head, roughing 
mv hair up, and smoothing it down, Ac. Ac. My scepticism was j 
still present with me, as it was all through mv investigations.

Alter Mr. Bassett, had concluded his address, some time was 
allowed for discussion; when the opponents ofSpiritualism behaved 
rather boisterously, and the chairman wound up with a long 
speech against tlio views entertained by Spiritualists.

------  W. Cressw ell.
•IU'shdkn. -  Spiritualism is gradually progressive in this village. 

Men of a scientific cast of mind are beginning to investigate the 
matter. The meetings are held more privately than they used to 
be. and we get on all the better for it. People are getting more 
anxious to see something of the phenomena. I am happy to state 
tlmi our most powerful physical medium has been dveloped to a 
writing-medium -a consummation which wc have long desired. 
Bum night four verses of poetry were given from a lady in spirit- 
life, through the hand of our nowly-devoloped medium.

A S p ir i tu a l  M abiuaor.—Listen to the tales which our 
brother, Human Nature, has been circulating about us. 1 !<■ say-C 
his Mav issue:—“ We take much pleasure in noticing that our liqi,' 
sister, Daybreak-, has made an alliance with a congenial eoinpanii,, 
and is now appearing weekly as Ini'. AIedium and Daviiuj;^1 
\\ e warmly recommend this hopeful voting couple to the kind <y,rk 
sub-ration of the friends of H u man fu tu re , and shall feel ]«>•,,. 
if all will receive a weekly visit, from our little helper. A speciu,,„ 
accompanies this number. It is very tantalising to have org 
domestic business thus proclaimed from the house-tops, using q, 
appellative ‘‘little .-osier," when we are comfortably settled wie. 
our dear Medium, and lie, lias not got beyond the crude slug 
Ilatcln lordom. Well, after all, it is a nice thing to have a. ],jv 
brother to introduce us amongst the important people, for JIumo,, 
Nature is really good at heart, though lie cannot keep -ecrets. | 
my elder sister, the Spiritual Magazine, would be a.- winning t. j 
was, s]|,, might enjoy some of this happiness, and who knows 
I might one day have news to tell of her and our Human .\alur,

S p ir itu a lism .— Seances are held at 7, Straccy Road, IV.v 
(late, on Saturday evenings, at M o'clock. A t these seances 
remarkable phenomena are produced. Application for adink-i ,, 
must be made at least, one week previous to the date on xvhitg 
persons are desirous of attending. A ll are welcome, but particu
larly those who will patiently and earnestly test the manifestati< r,. 
and fearlessly seek the truth wheresoever the search may Had 
them. The circle is formed punctually at the hour mimed, •when 
the doors are closed and no one admitted under any circumstance,— 
The Courier.

R a d f o r d , N otts.—Mr. Thomas A. Brown attends a circle, 
which meets at the house of Air. Perkins, new Radford, on StinTj 
and Wednesday evenings; he sa y s: “ A  short time sine we v.gi 
honoured w ith a visit from the “ pseudo tramp,” a reporter enguq 
on the Nottingham Daily Journal, who severely criticised the 
ings and doings of the Spiritualists: and this led me to sea: 
further into the matter. A il who communicate news to you should 
write their names in full, which would have greater influence Li 
convincing those not Spiritualists that we really can communicate 
with our friends in spirit-life. W e have been visited by a spirit 
calling himself K ing Theodore. H e once thought he was lord ot 
all the universe, and could do as he liked; but he has discovered 
that the hand of God was more powerful than him. Sometimes 
spirits from the dark spheres visit us. and leave influenced for good." 
Thus Spiritualism goes on amongst the humble as well as the lofty, 
causing men to think, and illuminating the pathway of “ spirits in 
prison.”

C o w m s , H u d d e r s f ie l d .— The Association of Progressive Spir
itualists here w ill in future hold their meetings on the first Sunday 
of every month, at 2.30 p.m., at the house of Air. George Holdroyd, 
Lane End, Cowms, Lepton. A ll interested in the progress of Spir
itualism are respectfully invited to co-operate.

AYil l ia m  B r o a d b e n t .

A G uaranteed M iracle.—A Alahometan correspondent of the 
Bombay Gazette writes:—“ In August last in the shrine of Kerbila, in 
Turkish Arabia, a miracle was evinced from the tomb of Hoossain, 
grandson of Ala hornet, under the following circumstances :—One day a 
Turkish soldier with his sword on wished to enter the mausoleum. The 
doorkeeper requested the refractory soldier to lay aside his sword, as it 
would be uncivil to enter in that manner. He, however, refused, and 
arrogantly gave utterance to some very ugly and indecent words, and 
went in. On entering the second inner room a hand appeared from fine 
sacred tomb and slapped the soldier on the face; whereupon he was 
overawed and could not speak any longer. The soldier was then carried 
before the Turkish Governor of the place, who called in all Mussulman 
and European doctors of that locality, who pronounced the patient as 
being incurable. He was then, as requested by the patient himself 
carried to a Turkish bath, as also to the mausoleum of another holy 
martyr, Abbas, the brave and noble brother of Hoossain, in hope of cure 
through his intercession; but, all proved of no avail, and the wicked 
soldier breathed his last on the same day at sunset. The Governor of 
Kerbila, although of the Mahometan Soonu sect, ordered to fire guns, and 
lit up the town at night. I can vouchsafe the truth of the above tact.-’

A n I r is h  G h ost.— AYe copy the following from the Irish Times 
Special Commissioners Ilepurt of the King’s Co.— “ Parsonstown, 
Oct. 14, 180!).—It would he strange if Leap Castle were not 
haunted. I t  would not he easy to imagine a more appropriate 
habitation for ghosts, considering its antiquity, its traditions, the 
deeds of violence and blood of which it was the theatre, the quaint 
and curious apartments iu the pre-historie dwelling-house attached 
to the Castle, now used for kitchens and servants’ apartments, the 
great trees dying of age, and the weird aspect of the whole place. 
Accordingly, while partaking of Air. Darbys genial hospitality, and 
going through the building, the ladies told me of several most 
extraordinary and unaccountable apparitions and noises, of which 
they were themselves personally the witnesses, and which would 
afford ample materials for a lot of sensational romances. But even 
these stories were scarcely more strange than ■ the psychological 
fact, that the children of the family are all ghost-proof; even the 
youngest w ill go asleep alone, without light, in rooms where 
women in white have been seen, where loud laughter and awful 
shrieks have been heard, and the sound of feet moving about, and 
of bands cautiously lifting and drawing back bed curtains at the 
witching hour of night."’

Mr. Cogman’s development continues; hut he is not prepared 
to report himself yet.
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PDA I \  SPEA K I N(* BA" SIM KITS.
Arrmuii fro....... emow anil brief notes of n seance at Mr_

Frmiklin’s. on Sunday evening, April Bril, 1 -7<*, by Mr. 
l ’roclnr.

Sitting rotincl a small lable, Mr. and Airs, l-'ranklin. Dr.
and M r-......., .Miss Monroe, Mr. .1. N -, Mr. Hmsell,
and myself. After a short time, occupied by singing and
cimvcrsatieii, Mr. Russell shewed an evident de ire to write, 
and with his left hum!. \ pencil being given to him, he 
almost immediately wrot ■ with Ins left tmn<l and burl wards, 
“ You are the unbelievers." “ A nu are nil doubters/’ 
« Assist by Faith. “ Air. Franklin must be m ar him.” 
“ \ s s i s i him by Faith. “ Assist by Faith, I say.” “ Calm 
J’.,ii] , He thru beeame entranced, and with miieli «Ii(fi<-uJt \ 
,ii first, and great exertion, spoke as nearly as possible to the 
following effect: “ We have chosen 1 his instrument on
account of his physical conformation, yet not. wholly, but 
also for bis obedience to the outer forces ns yon mil them, as 
\iH c a m . t h e m . We were not outer forces once -Why 
now ? Wc are the propellers of the minds of men, . . .
Yor. must assist our instrument by your faith : by your doubts 
vou are injuring your friend- -injuring as yon mil it. A d ,  
what matter? Why will ye not have faith? \\ hat matter 
even though he <lie, a< vov call it, aiding us in our efforts to do 
/Mod —will it not be 1 letter for him? for he will then continue
,, iff, a.< to w oi k out the good we purpose for him to do. W by 
do vou cavil about bis sa fe ty  ? AV D have faith that it may 
be a useful life to some of you, but you must have faith to 
help him." Air. Franklin was here vehemently directed to , 
take one of the medium’s hands, and “ t h a t  otjif/k, we must 
know w ho that other one (meaning the writer) is ’’ to take the
oth'-r hand. After this was done, Air. J . X ------was leaving
the room, when the following rebuke was given:—“ Is not 
your interest greater than to talk of going, or of staying: do 
we not struggle to combat all difficulties in order to com
municate with you, yet will you not pay us the deference of : 
remaining with us ? Oh, if you knew how greatly we work 
for your good, vou would not let your interest be so little, so 
little, hut would often form these little societies to converse 
with us. Our labours are not for us, hut for you ; yet never 
without exertion. A\re have to contend with evil influences, 
mortal, and alas, immortal too. AY”i 11 you not exert yourselves 
to help us for your own yood, good, GOOD. There are here I 
bad influences—we have to contend with our had influences 
and with T o r a s  too— F aith ! 1! “ You know what F aith has 
been promised to do for you.” [Probably this alludes to the 
promise that “ By faith ye shall move mountains,” so am I  
impressed. “ I t  will do more, more, H O P E .”

Here Air. .T. X------ left.
“ Good night, good night,” Utterly. “ Have you come here 

seeking phenomena, or knowledge? If’ phenomena, good 
night for ever ; if knowledge, will help you all we can.”

A conversation arising about shorthand in which Pitman’s 
name was mentioned. An energetic reprimand against 
“ hero worship,” was hurled against us, and something like 
this, “ Use public men whoever they me he, and honour 
them, when their purposes are for good, for good. Our pur- j 
poses are all for good; when good, your purpose is ours, ours, 1 
yours.”

Air. Franklin wishing to ask mentally as to the effect on ' 
the health of the medium, to relieve the writer’s fears—was 
rebuked, “ Have more faith than to ask mental questions, 
let your friends benefit by your questions and your answers. 
We cannot promise that our instrument shall not be injured, 
as you call it, we cannot predict much of the future, hut have 
perfect faith in good; much depends on you. There are 
certain conditions which should be observed. Have more i 
faith, more f a it h . There is riot one in ten thousand whose 
organism is so suited to our purpose as his. AVE have faith 
in good ultimately prevailing over all.”

“ May you be benefitted by this. By this we hope to ; 
kindle your interest, hut it is doubtful.”

To Dr. ------, who remarked that his interest was already
very great, and his efforts also great— “ Yes, doctor; your, 
efforts are praiseworthy, considering the demands upon you 
from your other, and noble, calling.”

“ Ob if we could but make you feel sufficiently the need !! 
Why do you not give up your whole minds to do good— to 
lb yood. Go out into the highways and byeways and p ro -1 
claim the good that we come to you to teach. "What shame 
is there in declaring that you have communion with us ? ”

My question, “ Whose is the sp irit?” was rebuked thus:'
“ Oh, your miserable doubts ! "What m atter? We could 

pander to this ; but why will ye be subject to such petty j

curiosih ? All irood is good >'dl brni. bad J.oi-. being 
written by the doctor “ All bad is had, he was bitterly 
checked, “ As a word even of 'two letters may ath'ct the 
menliillg to MORTALS, lllOllgll it make- IIO difference to Its.

“ .All good is good, all had, bad. Never nnud tie- aulhot. 
When vo forget to doubt, when vnnr minds do not wander 
from the "olden words (we cull iheiii golden, the better to 
convey to your poor minds an idea of value), the golden 
word--, which you h a v e , and which you maybe benefitted by, 
:iiul the me-sagos v,e waft to you, you will omit, then to cavil 
who tin author. 'I mill is our author. \\ e imile here some 
of us to benefit you. Others mute to injure you. DFper-e 
vour doubts. We need to unite, as; some of your doubt s are 
tlie results of had influences here, and are not. altogether 
inherent. Then take iielii and dispel every n o u n /’

A desultory discu.-sion, as to whether spirits of evil could 
gain power over a man sufficient to worry him to death, was 
answered : “ Where is your boasted power, if vou cannot
exert it to resist, them? Have faith in good. Cultivate vour 
will-power to do good, and you may disarm evil of its power, 
and assist, us in helping you. Cultivate your wiJJ-power to 
do good. Abut can greatly strengthen your will by faith, and 
doing good. There are two of you now present who have 
will sufficient to work miracles, if only exercised. Aliraeles 
you call them, though they are but without the bounds of 
what you call natural law. Don’t tickle your miserable 
vanity. You know who f mean !! Evil can only harm vou 
through the absence of good in your own minds. Don’t halt: 
between two opinions ; be either one or other. We know 
better then how to understand you. Don’t always go bv 
first impressions, as sometimes some one steps in and inter
feres with our intentions, though we trouble the waters. 
We can help you, but only through your own faith and assist
ance. We will, deprive of all power, in our power, to do 
evil. I  say, strive, strive to do good. Bad promises no 
reward for bad. The only reward for bad is in the petty 
pleasure of the present. There is no reward hoped for by 
a bad man for bad in the future ; but good has the promise 
of reward for meritorious actions.”

Swedenborg’s name being incidentally mentioned, called 
forth the cry, “ Don’t  talk of Swedenborg. H e was one of 
those who did, and does now, aid us in doing good to man
kind.”

In  reply to the doctor’s remark, that it might be dangerous 
for evil spirits so to interfere with men as to hurt their bodily 
health, the spirit said, “ Certainly it distracts the mind from 
its attention and power for good. I f  you injure the physical, 
you mar the mental; but you may protect yourselves by 
good.”

We were frequently deservedly and vigorously rebuked for 
our cavilling, dissension, and want of unity, also for harping 
on words and “ possibilities.” This and the great emphasis 
laid on particular passages, and the occasional gleams of con
sciousness of the medium, during which he several times 
combatted in his natural state some of the very ideas he had 
expressed in his mediumistic, prevent the possibility of an 
adequate idea of the effect upon the mind being conveyed by 
writing.

April 5th, 1870. ------

PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.
To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak.

He; a it S in ,— H ie  following is an account o f a sitting that took 
place last evening at the house o f Air. Stokes, 2b, King-down Hoad, 
Upper Holloway. I may first o f all mention that the company 
present consisted of his own family, a friend of his, Messrs. Steel 
and Son, of ClerkenwelL Air. W oolnough, another medium (whose 
name I do not know), and myself. The greater portion of the 
company present xvere very sceptical as to the genuineness of 
physical manifestations. I  was given to understand that they had 
had a sitting some ten days ago, but the manifestations were very 
xveak and not at all convincing: hut the spirits then promised through 
the medium that the}'w ould manifest themselves more powerfully 
on some future occasion, as the conditions then werenot at all favour
able. Last night, however, was to be the night. No sooner had 
the mediums sat down at a large heavy drawing-room table than 
loud lappings were heard ail over the room, and even on the hacks 
of chairs and on the floor. As for the table, it was thought 
impossible by some that such a weighty one could he moved at all, 
but, instead of which, it  was moved about as though it were made 
of cork. But what was most remarkable of all, was that Air. 
AA'oolnough xvas moved in his chair (his feet being off the ground) 
in a must wonderful and powerful manner. I may add, in conclu
sion, that those who were doubtful at first, xvere somewhat satis
fied that the phenomena Avere produced by some intelligent and 
invisible poxver beyond themselves.— Yours truly,

J a m e s  I I a a s k .
12, Cross Street, Islington, April 23, 1 -70.
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i
A MODEL CIRCLE.

The power and quality of spiritual manifestations depend 
so entirely upon the magnetic forces evolved from the 

tiisms of the persons constituting the circle, that in the 
present stage of the development of .Spiritualism into u 
science, tier luu ■ <d' magnelic harmony should form the 
chiei study of Spiritualists, in order that future circles may 
Is; formed with strict reference to the laws governing the 
psychological forces of man. Till such is the case, failures, 
disappoimm'-nl-;, and loss of valuable time at seances must 
prevail, to -ny nothing of the fact, that many a sceptic’s ears 

1 to reason, and his mind to further research by the 
failure at his first seance. Though the details, and even the 
whole seance, are immediately under the control of the 
spirits who have power to give or withhold manifestations, 
yet, it is a tact, that provided the proper conditions are 
maintained, there are always spirits at our elbows waiting 
nod watchipg for the opportunity of communion, and will 
not foil to make every use of one when presented. True 
conditions, tn-n, being observed, manifestations are almost 
sure lo follow in accordance therewith.

Another, and even more interesting subject for inquiry— 
is the variation in kind, of magnetism evolved from the same 
individual und'-r different mental and physieal conditions, 
and also the effect o f different surroundings and circum
stances. Little or nothing is known of the causes of these 
apparently occult forces—-only, that they exist; and 
their study and the reduction of their laws to order must

!
;

i
I

i

form one of the grandest sciences of the future.
Unfortunately, harmonious circles are extremely rare, and | 

seance-: are so generally arranged without reference to the j 
person- who tire lo sit, the place where it is to be held, or 
the nature of manifestations to be obtained, that little or 
no new information can Is gathered on the subject. If 
seances were arranged strictly upon the known laws govern
ing them, th'-re is no reason whatever why manifestations of 
any kind desired may not be induced with the aid of the

spirits who, are ever ready, willing, and waiting t,, , 
to ' true - 1 and legitimate de-ires. But oceasionly, k‘tl 'J''- 
monious circle is formed without pre-arrangement <,i, 
pari of tie- person- composing it, though douhtje,, A 
intelligences are at work in the matter, and when e,,,..''' 
the ra-,-. a real i'a-t js provided, feueh a seanee v.a j, 
and -ui-li a fi-a-t was partaken, on a recent evening at g ' 
huu e of Air . .Morri-'. and the conditions there oh •.

• ‘ I • jmay form a guide to other.- in procuring like results.
ii'- arrived at Airs. .Morris’ house, which is situated, in,, 

el the western suburb' of London, late in the afternoon. () 
j first harmonising influence was obtained iri quietly walk;, 
and talking in a well arranged and well stocked garif,.'’ 
examining the flowers and plants, and inhaling the pure j'; 
laden with the, fragrance of the voting blossoms of s;prj,y, 
fhe garden having lent to the full, its grateful influi;;,. 
rarer plants and flowers had to be examined in the ooji-< .• 
fury. Soothed by our communion with nature through f .  
most beautiful products, we desired communion with e, 
minds of the great departed through their works—the;, 
books. Ten thousand books are ranged on the shelve ., arq 
books fill every available corner. Here Air. Peebles appear̂ ; 
completely lost when questioned; his lips moved to speak 
but his eyes wandered to the tomes. Tea was partaken ,,t 
under the shadow of Raphael engravings, with whose master, 
pieces the room was surrounded, which opened into q, 
conservatory and the garden. Conversation here turnq 
upon certain habits of society, which drew forth the eloquent 
of Air. Peebles in favour of certain reforms, which was all fo 
more telling because spontaneous. AVorks of art which f. 
every space not already occupied by books, next lent tD 
harmonising influence, paintings, engravings, enamels, statt. 
ettes, china and vases, arid articles of vertu and curiosity 
from the various tropical and eastern countries, in whici 
Airs. Morris has travelled. A half hour was spent by son,: 
of the company reading a communication laden with nobis 
and inspiring thoughts from a genial mind in the fir 
AVest, whilst the rest composed themselves to quiet con
versation on spiritual subjects. And now commenced the 
manifestations. Loud raps were heard in various parts of 
the room, expressing concurrence with, or disapprobation of, 
the various sentiments expressed. But the work of har
monising the company who were to form the circle was 
completed by the music that followed. Airs. Morris exercises 
wonderful power over the pianoforte, especially in the 
expression of sentiment. Alozart and Beethoven are her 
inspirers, selections from whose best music she executed 
with beautiful effect, more than sustaining the fame of her 
master in music, Henry Hertz, The harmonising influence 
of Mozart’s Twelfth Mass was very distinct, as also was 
some very beautiful music of Airs. Alorris's own composing, 
several pieces of which have already been published. The 
whole of this time the raps were exceedingly loud and 
distinct all over the room, keeping perfect time with the 
music, no matter how intricate or variable the movement. 
It will readily be perceived that under such circumstances 
as these, the greatest amount of harmony was produced 
in the minds of those present, and the various influences 
it will be seen were produced in such sequence as would 
be the most effectual to such an end, suggesting that in 
their arrangement some deep intelligence must have been 
at work, though apparently the whole took place by mere 
accident and chance. The seance was then arranged; a 
comfortable room, full of books, having a large heavy table 
in the centre, was selected.

The order of sitting was arranged by the spirits, and 
physical manifestations not being desired, they selected a 
chapter andtext from the Bible,which proved to be particularly 
applicable to the manifestations and communications which 
followed. The number of persons about to form the circle was 
stated to be seven, a number which appears to be most 
suitable for a seance. But only two ladies and four gen
tlemen were present, this defect was complemented for by the 
fact, that one of the gentlemen, though possessing the form, 
force, and energy of a man, has a deeply affectionate gentle 
and feminine nature.

A hymn sung by the company— “ Hand in hand with 
Angels,” and a prayer by Mr. Peebles completed the pre
paration for the reception of Spiritual thoughts. Before the 
lights were put out, loud rappings went heard in one end 
the room, which greatly increased when darkness ":lS 
obtained, sounding like the galloping of a horse in the 
distance, indeed, so loud were they, that the servants in th1' 
lower part of the house thought we had a lot of cattle in 
room. (Simultaneously with these rappings, the m o st delictou*
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scents Wiiftf«l through (he room by geiille an<| moling Tlx- Malinin dan finds fix; family of mediumsliip amongst
current" "f air. Ind< « d, i( appeared as tlmiigh, in order to | Ihosi; devoted to lii . peculiar creed, and hence lx; thinks 
avviil't'tt H1' >|ht itii.i m m-.'s, every physical sense hail pro- 1 spiritual eonitnimion support'- if. 'J he Homan Catholic sees 
viously ‘H‘ 'H‘ uI,IM‘a’(Ml aroused, and i*\«*ivis<M|. Nlr-̂ . | in tin* urhliilirs and snints of fti> Cliun*h ho/n<: of tho uio-i 
Km fill ":ls 11"'11 11111'n need, and “ John \\ alt announced j brilliant instances of il In initial ion, and at once concludes that 
liiittscll. s^xailing thi uugh a luhe iniprn\ i -ei| for file occasion, all hi- dogma -; and ceremonies are divine, d he Protestant 
“ .loha Midi addtessed himself to .Mi1. Peebles, disciissing becomes a Spiritualist, and carefullv supprcs:-e. much of the 
with him certain debaleable points id philosophy, which wa information he receives fro in the spirit -world as to the state 
participated in by J>r. Dixon, Mr. Daw, Mrs. Morris, and ! of departed houIs, that he may not in anv wav countenance 
Mr. Eventt, bill which, flioitgh exceedingly interesting to the Catholic, doctrine of Purgatory. The Methodist looks 
those presold, and exactly adapted to tin- occasion, would In- lor a confirmation of hi pious belief-; in everv utterance of...  , . . occasion
of too great hmgt 11 to reproduce here, at 1 he presold lime. The 
following very excellent lest was then gi\en to .Mr;. Morris; 
“Joint Matt staled, that in the corner of the room, a monk 
was standing listening attentively to all that was being waid, 
and who appeared to be in some way connected with Mr. 
Morris, who B now in the spirit-world. “ John \Vatt ” then 
d.-w-ribed him more minutely, and Mrs. Morris said the des
cription was the same as that of a monk whom Mr. Morris, 
previous to his death, had declared was continually standing 
at the lout oi his bed. Air. Morris, it may be well to state,

spirits, and would chain down tlx- opinions of all Spiritualists 
to In-, narrow standard. There could not he a greater mis
take, a more fatal blunder,than to adopt such a course, which 
nullifies ail ihe good expected from Spiritualism atone blow. 
It is a fuel that in all creeds, and in the convictions of 
all men, whoever t hey may he, there is much of that which 
is true and eternal; arid Spiritualism corroborates that por
tion of 1 heir belief. Hut, on that account, the teachings of
Spirit ualism are not those of Cat holieism, Churchism, Mel hod- 
ism, t 'alvini-m, Armenianism, or any other -f-ct; arid there 

was educated a-- a Homan Catholic, and some of his relatives can he nothing more illogical or indicative of utter ignorance 
hold high offices in that ( 'liurch. This, though a very simple of f he teachings of Spirit ualism, than to suppose such a thing, 
fact, is a very good proof of spirit identity, shewing as it did Spiritual revelation is the fountain from which all religions 
that the same person, who for some motive, watched over have been derived, and it corrects and amends the many 
Mr. -Morris while on earth, performs the same office for him imperfections which men have imposed upon the original 
in the spirit-world. Many other incidents cecured during , truth. With this apology, we beg leave to introduce the fol- 
tki> seance; hut as this narrative is more for the purpose of i lowing le tte r :—
shewing under what conditions a truly harmonious circle I INTERVIEWING &c.
was formed, and communications of a suitable nature were j To the I>Mor ‘i f  t/ie Medium and 'Daybreak.
obtained for the guidance of those who desire to hold seances, 1

, „ . . .  , - . .. . . . . . .  Sen,” appears as editorial, I desire to enter my protest, as a Spir-
love with the marvellous would have been, in all probability, j itualist, against any man, or couple of men, without authority, 
disappointed with the seance; hut tlx; whole proceedings j taking upon themselves the character of repm-e.eudive:-. of Spir-

•eat. men ” ami stating a“ 
held by

. , ............strength to
the cause.

I protest also against the additional clause in the same article : 
“ True religion, priests, and parsons have degraded into a mercenery 
trade to suit their selfish interests.” Such language is clap-trap 
and unmanly, and, moreover, is untrue in thousands of intances, 
and could lie as logically applied to Mr. Burns and Air. Peebles, 
named in the article, who appear to many to he doing the same.

Spiritualism is suffering fearfully, from its being made a mere 
handle for secular subjects and ethical vagaries.—I am, Sir, yours 
truly, ' J. J o.ves.

, , , , , , , , , ,, . | Sib,—As the article in No. 4 Medium, under the head “ Baboo
the other facts need not be stated, at present. I ersons in , ften,” appears as editorial, I desire to enter my protest as a 
love with the marvellous would have been, iri all probability, j itualist, against any man, or couple of men, without auth 
disappointed with the seance; hut the whole proceedings taking upon themselves the character of representatives of 
took the form that was most desired by the company, that of; Baalists in England, interviewing “ great men,” and statii 
intellectual development, rather than a mere spectacle of cfoedal characterestics of Spiritualism, principles not those he 
physical manifestations, though the latter phase was by no men whose nam«s have been> and are, towers of strong
means wanting.

FURTHER INFORMATION.
At the weekly seance last Friday evening, Air. Morse was 

controlled in the second instance by the “ Actor,” who gave 
in the course of his communications, the correct name of the 
clergyman who manifested on the previous Friday, but who 
spoke too low to be heard, hence bis name was recorded as 
“ Edmund Bingley.” The Actor informed the circle that 
the name was “ Henry Wragnal,” a clergyman recently 
deceased at Alalvern. We should feel obliged if our friends

Emnore Park, May 187 0.

in the district will investigate this case. The devotedness of no one can exceed that of our cor
respondent;, who has spent much hard cash and many 

AUTHENTICATION OF A SPIRIT MESSAGE. ; hours and weeks of labour in the cause of spiritualism, 
The Editor of the Cheshire Observer has been kind enough j  an<l we ar‘: glad to have his opinion, even though it 

to give an extract from The AIeuium, No. 2, respecting the should be in criticism. AVe are sorry, however, that he 
message purporting to be from Air. Best, at Air. Morse’s \ l|as been so curt in his remarks, scarcely venturing to 
seance, at the Progressive Library. After quoting the 1 make a positive_ statement, but limiting himself to the 
narrative from our columns, the Observer states “ To return narrow sphere of fault-finding, which is unworthy of any- 
to facts. We notice that Mr. Best did not die in the second 0,ie wll° desires to shed light on, or benefit mankind. Air. 
week of February, hut in the fourth ; the name of his resid- Jones is more definite in the few words he writes in a note 
cnee is spelt Christleton, not Chriselton ; and there is no to the Editor. In  that paragraph he says, “ it is only fair 
resemblance whatever between the spiritual handwriting and ’-bat the two sides be represented. You cannot hind men to- 
that of the deceased gentleman when he wrote in the flesh. : gather bv means of bullying—they would be fools to give their 
With these exceptions the spirit’s account is quite correct.” support to publications which they know would twist and try 

It will be observed that this message is not authenticated 1 to rend them on semi-political subjects, and religious con- 
in every point. The great difficulty under which the control fictions.” Here we find that our correspondent imagines 
was exercised is sufficient to account for the verbal substi- two sides to a subject, which he does not define. Our 
tution of “ second” instead of fourth week, as it must he ! report of the interview with Air. Sen was definite enough; 
remembered that an idea, and not the literal word is j  the two Spiritualists who extended the right hand of brother- 
impressed upon the medium’s brain, so that when particulars hood to our illustrious visitor, in the name of Spiritualism, 
are entered into, mistakes are inevitable in the medium’s and Spiritualists, stated that their science had its basis in mono- 
present state of development. The omission of the t  in the 1 theism, and its objects were to destroy the encumbrances which 
word Christleton is quite likely,as the spirits almost uni vers- hold mankind in ignorance, misery, and degradation of all kinds, 
ally adopt the phonetic method of spelling. The handwriting an<l release religion from the involvements which have been 
is as unlike Mr. Alorse’s as it possibly can he. AVe would he heaped upon it hy the many hands through which it has 
glad to have the opportunity of comparing the specimen given been obliged to pass. Now, there is ground for discussion, 
with that of the deceased gentleman. and we only wish that Air. Jones had been equally clear in

_____ I defining his position. I f  there is to be a pope of Spiritualism
; why may it not he J. M. Peebles, or Jas. Burns, as well as 

SPIRITUALISAI AND CREEDS. John Jones? But spiritualism goes beyond authority, as it
U’>. crave the kind indulgence of our more enlightened appeals to every one’s sense of truth and fitness, and any 
readers for introducing an item of correspondence which assertion of authority is not only an impertinence, but a 
many will see no value in. Our aim is to he impartial, and positive antithesis to the genius of spiritualism. Nor were 
to give a view of the erroneous notions of Spiritualists in any “ creedal characteristics of spiritualism ” mentioned. I f  
contradistinction to the positive teachings of Spiritualism. Air. Jones objects to the basis of spiritualism, viz., God, or 
One grand error into which Spiritualists fall is, that Spir- , Spirit, will he please to say how many gods Spiritualists ought 
tualism is a handle to their peculiar form of sectarianism, to acknowledge—who they are, and whether their theology
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ilenmation lor .-edition " This is the King of t]io .lows.'' Then that was 
1 In' eondeniniition under which Iho malefactors worn suffering, too.

I.o! us now gather up our eondusions, and, in a word, re-slate the 
position ;:i which wo hate arrived. h'irst : the so-called pt>nil<-nt thicfhad 
nol joint'll in iho reviling ot Jesus ami thou repented. Secondly : lie lmd 
rot ro’.iuuittoil any sintulacl which ooitkl ho taken as an exponent ol'tlio 
whole course atul tenor of his life, ami, eonse,pient.lv, there is no ground 
lor the assumption (hat he u as an i in moral and unrighteous man. Tliirdh : 
his otlonee was simply an act ol setlilion against tin' conquerors ami
oppressors of his countrymen, and no more sinful in the sight of (loti 
than the heroic attempts of Garihildi and Kossuth to redeem their 
fountrunon from die slavery of a foreign rule. And now, fourthly and j 
lastly, I venture to ma nt\ what may app.'ar to you, the bold assertion ; 
that, not only was the reputed malefactor no thief at all, not even a had i 
man,hie, tint there t--substantial reason for believing that he was in very 1 
deed ,i goad one exactly such an one, in fact, as we might reasonably 
expect weald tveetve iho blessed assurance that was given him "Verily , 
1 say unto thee, to-i! ty s all lit on be with Mo in Paradise."

A—urouA it is mu an unfair conjecture that, at u time when Judea was 
being lorn and troubled by revolts against the Roman rule, some of the ! 
leaders of these rebellions should, at least, have anxiously watched the 
words atul movements of One to whom the ardent hopes of the people 
turned.a> the Messiah who had come to restore Israel and to lead them, 
as thev thought, to the speedy accomplishment of their most cherished 
aspirations. A"d. as they watched and listened, can we doubt the pos
sibility vea, the probability. that there would he some at least amongst 
then who. moved and inspired by Jlis tenderness and love, would learn 
t0 ivi-dar love and tenderness in return : would eateh the spiritual sig
nificance of His words, while He spake as never man spake: and to 
whose itearts would gradually come with welcome the realisation of the 
fact pvlnch the Jews generally were so slow to believe), that the object of 
Hi# life and death was to establish not an earthly kingdom bur a heavenly!

la the hour of the Saviour's dire extremity iho Lord's recognised dis
ciples •. ors. 'k Him, and tied: but this more worthy one trusted Him 
even at the point of death.

Two davs afterwards, when Jesus joined two of His recognised dis
ciple# on the wav to Emma us, He found them lamenting the extinction of 
all their hopes that He would have restored to them their temporal king
dom—- We trusted that it had been He who should have redeemed 
Israel!" Even thev, close as had been their communion with Him. had 
no: learned the purport of Ilis work—bur this Alan, as Christ, hung 
upon the cross, and the tide of Ilis natural life was fast out-flowing, ; 
knowing that His kingdom was not of this world, prayed, " Lord ; 
remember me when Thou comes; into Thy kingdom," and he received 
the promise of his praver's most speedy and sure accomplishment!

So disappears, then." the last rag of this terrible delusion—the last rag 
from a sorry garment which has been used to cloak all manner of defile
ments. Heaven grant that every shred of it may speedily be scattered 
to the winds, read that men henceforth may love to learn the genuine 
Christian teaching, that all true religion has relation to life, and that 
the life of religion is to do good and be good. I say it with no impiety. 1 
but with sincerity and reverence—‘•'Heaven save us from a heaven which 1 
shall berhe home of cheats, liars, adulterers, and murderers, who had 
no other credentials for admission than a single despairing act of so- 
called faith into which they had been frightened by a fear of hell. N o ! i 
heaven is for those who strive, by God's aid, to be heavenly; albeit the ! 
churches unhappily have, in effect, taught men otherwise.

“ Be not deceived—God is not mocked—as we sow. so shall we also 
reap." If we sow sin, we shall reap sorrow. I f  in humble prayer and de- 
pendanee on the all-loving Father and Sovereign Euler ot'the Universe, j 
we seek to do His will from the heart, and to live in this glorious world J 
His. as dutiful and obedient children and subjects, we need have no fear 
tor the life that is to follow, no gloomy forebodings of what men call 
Death—

Death is another life. We bow our heads 
At going out we think, and enter straight 
Another golden chamber of the King,
Larger than this mid lovelier !

' . I
To this end work on m trustfulness and patience, and God will give , 

you die rich reward of a heaven of more extended use and happiness for ! 
ever!

THE SUNDAY CONFERENCES 
At the Cavendish Rooms, on the last occasion, was opened by Air. 
Bertram, who said that the subject “ Spiritualism in relation to 1 
social distinctions" was more intricate and difficult of realisation 
than Spiritualism in reference to religion. The object of Spirit
ualism was to elevate mankind to a higher standard, and many 
errors and abuses would be removed out of society in consequence. 
Mr. Bertram specially referred to the unequal distribution of pro
perty whicli existed.—the laws favouring its accumulation rather 
than distribution. lie objected to tbe law of primogeniture, and a 
state of things under which many had to toil to keep a few in idle . 
affluence. But lie more deeply deplored the fact that thousands , 
were idle and starving, and yet there was land untilled and work • 
to be clone. Class distinctions, based upon wealth, xvere artificial, 
and the humble, good man would attain a higher position in the ; 
spirit world than the proud, rich man. Caste and exclusiveness he 
deprecated, and that disregard of natural instincts which disap- i 
proves of a marriage between a rich man and a poor woman, i 
though they may he spiritually fitted for each other.

Dr. Washington Evans said, Spiritualism is universal, and ‘ 
adapts itself to all forms of mind. Different parties should grant . 
each other free expression of thought; and that the time would 
come when men would be governed from the spirit world.

J. Burns said, social distinctions are a fact. They have been 
hitherto based upon the activity and success of man's selfish 
nature. The guiding principle has been competition, not co-opera- 
timi. On a spiritual basis, social distinction would be conferred on 
him who sought it not, but who laboured most for the common
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good. From numerous spiritual communications tlm speaket had 
ieanied these facts, and the same idea wa- also exhibited m tins 
life. The disinterested benefactor of society was ultimately most 
esteemed.

Professor liluekie, of Edinburgh, who hail accompanied Airs. 
Miilolotignl Gregory to the Conference, kindly gave the meeting 
the benefit of his opinion. He said he was not a Spiritualist, hut 
he confessed that the sentiments lie had pist heard were in Strict 
accordance with the soundest philosophy and the highest religion 
in all ages. Tho »lh ision of property hud been a contested point 
with thinkers. The learned Professor referred to the labours of 
Plato and Aristotle on this point. He was not prepared to follow  
.Mr. Bertram, hut he thought some modification of existing laws 
would he useful, l i e  would repeal the law of primogeniture, hut 
accumulation was a natural tendency, and lie would be careful of 
interfering with the interests of individuals, yet some lim it might 
he fixed to the emoluments of individuals. The subdivision of 
property had produced much beggary in the highlands and other 
countries.

.Mr, Clnmt had hopes in nil education bas al on science to equalise 
men and got them into some uniformity of thought.

.Mr. Bertram gave some information as to the mode in which 
property was dealt with in Germany.

J. Burns said that tho plan of Spiritualism was not to follow 
along in the old ruts, and apply repressive measures to keep men 
right, but Spiritualism looked to the enlightenment of the inner 
man as a guide to the conduct of the external man. Society 
required to make radical changes, commencing in the interior of 
individuals. Education was necessary, and that would induce a 
better parental state; and thus a higher spiritual plane would be 
developed, from which mankind would be not only ashamed but 
incapable of following in the old course of self-aggrandisement and 
cut-throat competition.

The subject “ Has Spiritualism at the present time power to 
affect social distinctions Y” was proposed by Air J . G. Robson, who 
will introduce it to the Conference next Sunday.

AIE. PEEBLES IN BRADFORD.
Alt;. AIf.du'M, What do you think of Christianity in our good town of 

Bradford? Your brother, J. M. Peebles came here to lecture on the 
fact, that man is immortal—lives after death, and can communicate to 
those left behind in the flesh. No one would suppose that such inform
at ion was objectionable to religionists of any class; but our Christian 
brethren cheered with the Secularists, who formed half of the audience, 
and sustained Airs, Law in her modest and enlightened declamations 
against, the facts and teachings of spiritualism. When religion and 
irreligion thus go hand-in-hand, it is time for a new dispensation to 
come upon society, demolish the fashionable hypocrisy that makes a 
pretence to religion, and yet cheers atheism and materialism. Bur all 
this opposition and cross questioning adds spice to the dainty dishes 
served up by Air. Peebles who is more than a match for all coiners, from 
whatever district of ignorance and sectarian darkness they may emanate. 
The fact is, our Bradford Spiritualists are not too bright in the intellect 
themselves, and are rather old-fashioned in their views, and slow in 
action. There are some intelligent men amongst us, but they wear the 
“ white feather,"—are great Spiritualists, and quite progressive in pri
vate, but their mouths are hermetically sealed, when the truth has to be 
defended. Under these circumstances, you may imagine what a stiff time 
of it our friend Air. Peebles h ad ; but it was a lively time, and great 
excitement has resulted from his able advocacy of truth.. Ilis three 
lectures in the Alechanics’ Hall were not crowded by any means. Our 
good friends the Spiritualists are mostly of the hard-working class, and 
have neither time nor money for anything of an extra nature. The 
subjects were:

Thursday, April 2S.—The facts. The startling Phenomena of Spir
itualism. What I have seen ; what I have personally experienced. The 
uses and abuses of Spiritualism. Tlie moral condition of good and evil 
Spirits—their final destiny.

Friday, April 29.—Tbe Bible proofs of Spiritualism. The visions, 
trances, and healing gifts of the present compared with the past. How- 
do spirits control mortals? AVhat is mediumship ? How can individuals 
become mediums ?

Saturday, April BO.—The Judgment D ay: when is it, where is it, 
who is the recording angel ? Do memory and affection accompany us 
to the spirit-world? Do spirits retrograde in the future life?

Air. Peebles also gave two lectures in Pullan’s Alusic Hall on Sunday, 
and a short address at. the afternoon gathering. The programme was,

Sunday, May 1 (Morning: Chair to be taken at 10.150).—Subject: 
Salvation and punishment : what are their true meanings? Is their 
salvation from just punishment through the atonement ? Wlmt is the 
meaning of Christ's words, “ He that believeth not shall bo damned. 
The signs promised to believers in M ark xvi., 15 1(5.

Afternoon: Two o'clock.—The Trance Mediums, Messrs. Blackburn, 
Wood, Sagar, Tate, &c. Upwards of 1000 persons were present.

Evening : Six o'clock.—Heaven and H ell: what and where are they ? 
The views of A. J. Davis and T. L. Harris compared? The truth 
aggressive. Martyrs in all ages. Prayer: does it change God? Is it 
beneficial? Do ministering spirits answer prayer ?

These meetings were well attended. On Saturday evening, the lecture 
and questions occupied two and a half hours. lh c  questioning was a 
curious entertainment: some were silly, others witty, and others shrewd 
and sensible. 1 have taken down a few samples as well as I could. Here 
they are :

"Air. Peebles: If spirits are around us. why can't we see them?"
Answer: Those gifted with clairvoyance can ; if you cannot, it :- your 

misfortune. I might as well ask you if there are atmospheres, guises, 
monads, thoughts, ideas present—why can you not see them?

“ You say. sir. that you sometimes fed the spirit hands on your head, 
why can't I feel them?'’

Answer: Really, I do not know; perhaps for the same reason that the
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o \ iii the fulilo could mil Iri'I lln' ll» 111'*>ii 11is hum. h w,iH mi ,i|il. dry, 
rigid, ami wrinkled horn not u'i'i ".'tisiliie.

" V\ hut became of ili'sus* body?
Answer ■ 1 neither Kiwi' nor *mri'. In fact, care no itinm wlini hreaiiin 

of tho holly of Jesus I him the body ol Soonit.’s, in- IVoi’lus. long a*-1 IiiTo 
nrr haif-utiki'd kxlit's ill our liliilsl to hr rlothril, . lari mg liotlirH In hr I'ril, 
anil poor orphan rh ih lrrn  I o hr riliinatnl, j| ilors mil hrroinr us to I riuihlr 
about lln1 ilrail hoilirs ol Syrians. flint ih r spirilunl Jrsiis hi nt ,  anti 
was seen a l i r r t hr  oriloill\ion, I ha i r  not a ihmhl.

Relating lo lln- parleying mil l  Mr>. I.in on Ihr llrsl night,  Mr. 
Peebles « as asked upon a • ulisequenl evening ivlial hr inraul hi su i ng  
h r  ivishril to kiion nioro about ih r lady 1 s'loro talking of a dismission
with her?

Jlr replied alter this manner: •' I meant, does she represent liny .society 
or organisation ; has she any fuel lo sustain or philosophy l o  huild up; 
or is she, like most secularists, a mere liegalionisl, n i111 a elan lor tearing, 
a hammer for pounding, and a torch for hunting her neighbour's house, 
but no implement* for building ?" hurl her, he said In tlm audience,
frankly, he did not like the manner or imneiuenls of the woman ; lor 
when liberty was giyen her to ask ipiestions, instead ol rising up and 
putting her query. as heroines a lady in all enlightened countries, .she 
marched I'oryvard, and,unasked, paraded hersell upon (lie plallorm. I Itotq 
instead of asking one quest ion, site asked one di v.rn, mid ilei iy rrrtl lierselI 
of a quarter of all hour's speech to start yyilli before Inking her seal ; mill 
again, yvhen All'. Trebles commenced replying lo her questions, she very 
rudely interrupted him. “ Was this the general style of yvnning secu
larism?" asked the leeturer. “An ’ism’ whose central thought was I lint
men, yyomen, children, animals, and insects all die and rot in one ...... -
men grave of forgetfulness ? Is it strange that Thomas Cooper, Joseph 
Barker, and others renounced it. Is it at all to ho wondered at, that 
both Robert Dale Owen and his father, Robert Owen, gave il, tip for 
Spiritualism?

A “ onee-yvas" Mormon rose in the gallery, and asked if Spiritualists 
had the “ gift of healing." yy by the speaker did not, heal the lame limn 
upon the platform ? The reply was, healing was not his “ gift.” The 
Apostle enumerated nine different gifts that, should follow (according 
to New Testament promise) believers, different mediums had each his 
or her speciality. All tho lame, all (lie sick cannot ho healed; if so, there 
would be no deaths. Even Jesus could not do many mighty works in 
a certain place: and then, if Paul was a Christian Apostle, blessed with 
all spiritual gifts, why did he not cure Timothy’s dyspepsia by the lay
ing on of hands, instead of advising him to take a “little wine for his 
Etomaek’s sake.” Mr. Culpan made some interesting statements respect
ing the benefit he had received, in a case of lameness, through spiritual 
aid.

So we have had a grand time with Mr. Peebles. We hope to see his 
face again. Such a man should be kept close at yvork, the more so as 
our friends here have met all expenses from (he admission money, and 
they feel much gratified by the results of their spirited enterprise. It 
must be remembered that our friends here, though of the humble ranks, 
are whole-souled, hearty, honest Spiritualists, and have received an 
impetus which they will not soon forget.

Another correspondent, says: “ We are really behind here. We require 
stirring up. Mr. Peebles will have done us good, I  am sure. He speaks 
well. I never heard the ITarmonial Philosophy bot.tet- expounded, and, 
being the first who has ventured such extreme vieyvs, and yet not 
extreme on orthodox points. In this he goes between the Christian 
and the secularist who are at once against h im ; he has the two to
fight”__________________________________________________________

J A .  R . j I e S S E  j3. j-f. jS H E P  A RJD,

The celebrated American Medium
[late from Paris),

Gives Sittings, CLAIRVOYANT, PROPHETIC, WRITING, 
IMPRESSIONAL, and PSYCHOMETRIC;

Also gives D iagnosis of D isease, and discovers Mediumistic F aculties.

Charges are made according to the amount of time and labour undertaken.
N .B . The M usical Manifestations are not given at the same Sitting.

All communications to be addressed to Mr. J. Burns,

Progressive Library, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W. C.

A  Musical Seance, id lo, Southampton Row, on Wednesday 
Eceninys, at Eiylit, o'Clock. Admission 2s. (id.

Inquirers into the Philosophy and Phenomena of Spiritualism should 
procure admission to

Mfo M # E § 13§ E E A1
At 15, SOUTHAMPTON HOW, HOLBORN, LONDON,

Ox Friday E venings, at E ight o’C i.ock.

U i i S c ,

Carte de Visite of Dr. NEWTON,
PRICE SIXPENCE EACH.

Carte de Visite of Mr. SHEPARD,
The Musical Medium,

PRICE ONE SHILLING EACH.
London : J. B urns, Progressive Library, 15, Southampton Row, 

Bloomsbury Square, Holborn, W.C.

THE LONDON ASTRO LO G ICAL SO C l E T Y  Calculates 
Nativities as usual.—Apply for Prospectus to Mr. Cross, Sec
retary, 8, Harrington Square, Hampstead Road.

SEER ’S CRYSTAL FOR SALE.—Apply to Mr. Cross, 15, 
Malvern Road, Ralston.

SPIRITUALISTIC PERIODICALS
Mti|i|ilii'<l by

,1. IlliHNS, III, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, IIOIJIOKN, W.C.,

111M v n N at tut r. monthly, (id.
Till. Sl'IlUTI'AI, M AIM/.I.NK, 11111111111 v, lid.
Tin; iS n ki yuyi.i t , ii monthly newspaper, ><I 
Tin. I1amm.ii ur Lim it , weekly, 15m per nntuim.
Tin:  Ln ri u Hinnkii, Inin u mmilli,  lid.

.SUITABLE PUBLICATIONS TO I’ROMOTM 
NPIUITUALINM :

DAI BUKA Is. Part I., Mlitchod in ni'iil, wrnppor. Price | 
EMMA MAI! HI NOE'S RULES I’OJt UONDUC’ljv, 

SPIRIT CIRCLES. Price Id. each. '
THEODORE PARKER IN SPIRIT LIKE: Oiven 

Dr. Willis. Price Id. ^
MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by .lulin K. Morgan. hire |d 

Os. per 100. >
THE DOCTRINE OR ETERNAL PUNISHMENT- I - 

8( ’I! I I’TU 11A R, ABSURD, 1JNTRUK, Price 2d.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF DEATH, by A. J. Davis. Price y 
MODERN SPIRITUALISM: ITS CLAIMS TO INVESTj.' 

OAT ION. An account of rejniirkahle Manifestation* ami Kyperiiy,, . 
and directions for tho Fonmilimi ami Conducting of Spirit Cirnli, ; ’ 
J. Brown. Price 2d.

SPIRITUALISM AND POSITIVISM, by O. Damis,;.
I’rioo 2d.

EX PERI ENOESIN SPIRITUALISM, by O.Ikmiani. Price]: 
MRS. TIAIIDJNGE’S ADDRESSES AND ANSWERS TO 

QUESTIONS Price 3d. each.
“ FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS,” by R.Cooper. J'rir, 

2s. (id. per 101).
CHARACTERISTICS OF MIRACLES BY SPIRIT POWEII,

by J. Jones. Price Is. (id. per 100.
RULES FOR CONDUCTING SPIRIT CIRCLES. Price

Is. per 100.
SPIRITUAL TRACTS AND LETTERS, by Judge Edmond?.

Trico Is.
TRACTS ON SPIRITUALISM, by Judge Edmonds. Price fid. 
THE GATES AJAR; or, A Glimpse into Heaven, by Mi- 

Phelps. Price (id., cloth Is.
THROWING OF STONES AND OTHER SUBSTANCES 

BY SPIRITS, by William Ilowitt. Price Is. Also the following, pric? 
(id. each:—
1. — A n  E ssa y  u p o n  t h e  G h o s t -B e l i e f  o f  S h a k espea re ,

by Alfred Rolfe.
2. — T h e  P r o p h e t s  o f  t h e  O e v k n n k s ,  by William Ilowitt.
3. — R e m a r k s  on  t h e  C h a r a c t e r  o f  S w e d e n b o r g ’s Trans

l a t i o n  o f  G e n e s i s  a s  g iv e n  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  in  the  
“ A r c a n a  C c e l e s t i a . ”

4. — W h a t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a s  T a u g h t ,  by William Ilowitt.
London: J. B u rn s, Progressive Library, 15, Southampton Bow, 

Bloomsbury Square, Holborn, W.C.

A g e n t s  W a n t e d  E v e r y w h e r e .

Spiritualism is liberally and impartially investigated in

H U M A N  N A T U R E :
A MONTHLY RECORD OF

Zoistic Science, Intelligence, and Popular Anthropology.
The philosophical and scientific character of this magazine, anil tie 

marked originality of thought displayed by ils chief contributors have 
given it a standing throughout the world. It is eminently unsectariM, 
and free from creedal bias; its object being the discovery of Truth. 

Price 6d. monthly, or 7s. per annum, post free.
London: J. Burns, Progressive library, 15, .Southampton Row, 

Bloomsbury Square, Holborn, IV.C.

Subscribers to the Progressive Library enjoy tho following privileges:
They can take home and read at leisure all works on Spiritualism, as 

well as the best works on Theological and Religious Investigation and 
criticism.

They have access to all progressive periodicals from the various 
countries where they are published.

The reading-room is open daily.
In the conversation-room some interesting company is generally to k 

found, where much information may be gathered.
The Thursday evening receptions are free to the members.
Country Spiritualists are invited to subscribe for a large parcel # 

books at a time, and use them amongst their friends and inquirers- 
Annual Subscriptions, .£'5 5s., £3  10s., and AT Is.

London: J. Burns, Progressive Library, 15, Southampton Row 
Bloomsbury Square. Holborn, W.C.
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