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In dealing with such a subject, we may have to make some
startling revelations. We always claim for Spiritualism the
position of Religion, first and last, and on reasonable grounda,
We start out with the proposition that God is a Spirit, Infinite,
that man is a epirit, also infinite, derived from the Source or
All-SBoul, and that man is a pilgrim across the narrow isth-
mus of life, ever seeking to return to that immense reservoir
from whence he came. It is the history of all life, and
hence, the snbject we have to consider is really—How has
Spiritnalism manifested itself through the ages?

You have existing a deal of criticism and dogmatisam, and
what do these really resolve themselves into? Man cogi-
tates on a certain idea, and from the operation of that idea
he derives this or that, and to him it is a revelation of
truth, and this in the end becomes connected into a rule, and
from this rule, with inferior minds, no exception can be
allowed. Man claims as his birthright freedom of thought.
He possesses this right, and those who wonld dare to take it
from him are none other than thieves and robbers ; and would
rob you of that priceless gem, that priceless treasure, the
right to exercise your own private judgment. Hence,
dogmatising has produced all the discrepancies that exist.
Had man held to the spirit, and not sought or consulted the

letter, so to speak—had the spirit been heeded men would |

not have come to the conclusion that they could go no
further, lest they should be lost in a quagwire of doubt,
infidelity, and incredulity.

If we take the record of the present, and if we study the
history of the Middle Ages, and if we go back to the founda-
tion of all religious systems, what do we find? Spiritualism ;
and we will prove it.

All ideas are spiritnal in their nature, and derived from
spiritual sources. Man cannot have a single idea that is
original. What we mean by the term original is, that man
has not the power to create an idea. Why ? says one. You
spoke just now of freedom of thought, and then you tell us
that in thought we are not free. Free to exercise that yon
reczive, but not free to build up from chaos those beautiful
pieces of thought-imagery which you many times desire.
Man cannot evolve from himsell one original idea; he can
only cogitate on that given to him by the medium of the eye.
Man only understands those forms which he is in daily com-
munion with. We will push this matter a little further, and

ask : Can man evolve one idea from himself thatis original ?
We say, No. And why? Simply because he is an imi-
tator ; a creator, uever. But, some might say, we know that
many new forms exist, and that man has built up for himself
beautiful complexities, beantiful pieces of mechanism and of
engineering skill. s there nothing original about these
things? We say, No. And why? Take your most com-
plete machine, no matter how harmonious its parts may work,
or how, as a whole, it may seem to perform its labour, it is
the combination of three powers, and which exist in the
whole of the universe,—the lever, the pulley, and the inclined
plane; and we attribute all this to be the outcome of a spiri-
tual power, to come from a purely spiritual sonrce, and that
from all the economical ingenuity in nature you borrow,
in order to build up those complexities you proclaim come
from human inventions. If a man claims he can create,
what has he to prove ? He has to prove a great deal which
he cannot possibly prove. When you can prove man can
create or evolve from his own withinment or interior self-
hood something new and entirely original, we will agree
with you, but failing to do this, we say that man simply bor-
rows from nature.

Therefore, in all your religious systems, man has simply
borrowed from the past, and by that given the complexion
to his own thought as it emanated from him tainted, in many
cases, with the little self-hood dwelling within. Thus you
have to-day the manifestation of that which was pure, true,
and uneullied in past ages, but have you the manifestation in
its pure and unsullied state? We say, No; for all creeds
are man-made, all dogmas are man-mannfactured, insomuch as
they have been borrowed from the past, and theclogy stands
before the world to-day as the failare of the ages. They
cannot substantiate their position. Creeds are less than the
men who made them. We admit that effects in their turn
become causes, or parents of effects, and, borrowing from
the creeds, if men made them they must necessarily be less
than man Limself, who cannot make that which transcends
himself.

In travelling back, therefore, to the Spiritualism of Ancient
Greece and Rome, we know we shall be told by eritics, by
those who wish to be considered authorities, that we are
going back to the realms and times of barbarism; that we go,
comparatively speaking, to savage nations, to cull from them
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the crude notions of past times in order to present to you
the teachings of the past, and that we would turn the world
again into idolatry, and make it the residence of idolaters.

Bat, alas! we fear that all men, more or less, have the spirit
of idolatry within; for so long as they are not educated
spiritually, and 8o long as men know mnot their own kinship
with the Divine Father, they will worship under false sym-
bols; they will seek to tender the soul's adoration under
false signs and thoughts. It is in the nature of man to
worship, and a God must be found somewhere. If you read
the mythology of the past, the records of the past, nomatter
whether yon read of men bowing to Bacchus or to Jove;
no matter what form the idol may assume, we have to deal,
not so much with acts as with principles which control acts.
Behind every manifestation of activity, or force, there is ever
involved the word principle ; and with principles we have to
deal in considering the Spiritualism of Ancient Greece and
Rome.

Take Ancient Greece and her Philosophers, notably Plato,
who is classed with the Jesus of later times, and we have
been asked ere this, to what can we point in the teachings
of Plato that will bear comparison with Jesus, the Nazarene ?
We say Plato has been belied, and we do not allow people,
for one moment, to make excerpts from Plato's life, and give
ns the crude parts which just eunit their purposes. Let us
have the whole of Plato or none. But what excerpts do
they bring us showing that the Spiritnalism of Ancient
Greece, or the thought evolved by Ancient Greece, is inferior
to that which was evolved in the days of Jesus? They say
Plato taught that it was a virtue to hate, with a pure and
holy hatred, the enemies of one's country. But come down
to later times. Let us, eay eritics, look at the beautiful life
of the Nazarene. What does he say ? By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, that ye love one an-
other.” Dut at the game time it is recorded that he said:
“Iixcept a man hate father, mother, sister, brother, wife,
children, houses, lands, lest he forsake all and follow me he
cannot be my diseiple.” Again: “I came not to bring
peace but a sword.” If he uttered these sentences and
memorable words, we ask, wherein had he pre-eminence over
Plato ?

But we will leave that, and take into consideration another
character. If there was nothing to hope for from the so-
called idolatry of Ancient Greece, where did you obtain your
first ideas of the immortality of the human soul? What
stands on record concerning that beauntiful old Father of
Philosophy, Socrates? Bee him before those judicial powers,
when for their own safety they felt they must sacrifice that
life, and yet almost dared not do it for fear of the wrath of
the multitnde, which they were afraid to bring down on
themselves. Yea, and we admire the resignation of the
beautiful Father of Philosophy, for when surrounded by his
disciples, who stood there with their eyes bathed in tears, he
took the cup of hemlock into his hand, and unquiveringly,
unfalteringly drank it to the very dregs; and in his last
earthly heart-aches the philosopher gave forth a gleam of
truth that has made radiant the life of man throughout all
the ages. Hark to the cry : “Socrates, we wish we could
bury thee.” * Bury Socrates if you can catch him.”

Here you have the whole of Ancient Grecian truth. Bury
him if you can catch him ; bury men if you can catch them.
But, no; the spirit eludes the material grasp: your mate-
rialistic scholars may deal with matter, weigh worlde, photo-
graph the orbs in space, dissect planets, and try to discover
their component parts. They deal with matter, but the spirit
they cannot grasp, because it is the evidence of the Mighty
Mind which ever controls and moulds matter in accordance
with its desires. The ancient fathers of philosophy knew
this, and if we are told that they proved their idolatry by
the pursuit of mistaken notions, we have to enqunire conecern-
ing their notions: What was one of them? That there
existed, somewhere, a * stone,” which, when men discovered,
would enable them to take in hand the baser metals, and they
would at cnce be transmuted into gold.

Whilst on this subject we don't mind making a little reve-
lation to you this afternoon. "There are some 200 of your
scientific men now busily in pursuit of the * philosopher's
stone,” and they derive from the Spiritualism of Ancient
Greece this very idea. They believed that all gold, all
precious gems, all silver, is the result of chemical action upon
the substances of the earth, or the matter of which the world
is composed. They held there were certain chemical qualities
or properties in nature which, when brought to bear—certain
chemical conditions being given to work upon—that they

would be able to crystalise the dismond, to manufacture, by
certain processes, precious stones,—the amythest, the sapphire,
the ruby, the topaz, the emerald, and the onyx stone,—and
eventually be able to transmute them into the pureat gold at
a moment'snotice. Your modern philosophers spend wealth
and time, expend man's physical effort ; they devote themselves
to the pursuit of a myth, and why ? Bimply because they
have not understood the Spiritualism of Ancient Greece.

You must know that these old fathers must ever veil their
teaching in syntbolism; they dared not give fo the world
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. And why ?
Simply because they were in the position in which you are
placed to day. They dared not give to the world the mass
of knowledge they possessed, as the world was not prepared
to receive it. Consequently, if you take your Bible and your
so-called religious records, you will find that they are built on
a fonndation of old-time theories; the book contains veiled
truth ; it is truth in the form of allegory, simply metaphor, or
what you please to term it. Some of you may say, but can
you prove it? Yes, we can prove it, at least in one instance
we can do so, and consider that will be amply sufficient.

Suppose we take the history of Moses, a man who is
supposed to have written the first five books of your Bible,
according to old time acholars. Still, we deny that he ever
peoned a single line of it. Ezra and Nehemiah were the
two first writers of whom you have autheutic record, and
it would be strange for Moses to write an account of his own
death and burial. This may sound very strange to you, but,
we affirm, we believe the idea, that Moses wrote these five
books can never be fully established or handed down to the
world as a literal truth. You read that as a babe he was
placed in the ark of bulrushes by his mother in order to
escape from the power of the tyrant, and that the king's
daughter found the child and adopted him as her son, and
that she took him to Pharaoh, king of Egypt: then Moses
was educated. Eut where? In the Egyptian schools of
philosophy. He was educated for the priesthood, Follow
those kings and those priests in olden times, adepts in the
esoteric philosphy, trained above the average run of the
human mind, men who were made lights in the dark ages,
and who officiated as priests in the temple. Therefore, if
Moses come to you in the character of an adept, you must
admit that he was a father of philosophy, that he had passed
through all the stages which the novitiate has to pass through ;
that he had become an initiate into the sacred mysteries;
and if you admit that Moses penned the books mentioned,
you must be prepared for this,—that you read after one who
wrote in veiled language. You cannot say that the Bible is
direct troth, seeing that much it contains is veiled in the
language of symbolism; what you read is the outer adorn-
ment. Moses, therefore, knowing the real esoteric truth
therein contained, so the theorisers and leaders were all tainted
by the Spiritualism of their day, for man never had a
knowledge of religion outside and apart from any spiritual
aid and influence.

How did the Spiritualism of Ancient Greece obtain? If we
take the Athenians of the olden time, we have their reflex in
the Persians, and they had borrowed what is called by the name
of Bun-worship. They held that the sun, the supreme point
of radiance, was calcnlated to be the residence of a God ; but
you must not accept, as truth, that those men in old times
bowed to the eun as being God. Ohno! They bowed to
that luminary as being the best representative of Divine
refulgence, as being the best illustration of Divine power and
brightness, and as being the best manifestation to them of the
majesty of God. Yet they had in themselves a species of
Agnosticiem, as they did not know the whole of God, and
man never can know it. But you have built a faith, yea
Spiritualism is based on those esoteric truths which have been
given to the world all down the ages. Did they hold com-
munion with spirits in olden timee like the Spiritualists of
the present day ? Did these Greeks or Atheniaus do so?
We believe they did, for it is on recor| that they had their
sacred groves, and that to these groves they repaired fur
purposes of invocation. No matter whether they were
holding a council of war, or considering some plan for the
betterment of the people, whatever important mission they
contemplated, these ancients would retire to the sacred grove.
Those of you who have read the records of the Delphic Oracle
will find that they waited until the angel voice came
resounding through the atmosphere, giving them the
information they required, the epiritual guidance they
sought. Yea, they conversed with spirits in that direct
manner. Their orators, no mater if it was a Demosthenes,
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a Socrates, or a Themistocles were given to holding com-
munion with the world of spirits. This class of men were
inspirational medinms.

How were they developed? You read of one going to the
mountain fastnesses where he remained for months and years,
under the influence of God and angels, and who uttered
words which thrilled the soul of the nation. They were
developed by habits of abstemiousness, by communion with
the wilds of nature, by communion with the Divine voice that
ever speaks to man. The fathers in old time drank in their
inspiration from the wilds of nature. Moses drank in his
inspiration in the same way, thus deriving that influx of
power which ehould make him a lever of progress in the
world. There were mighty inspirational mediums in the
times of the old Athenians, mediuma who held the multitudes
spell-bound as they thonght they listened to the voices of
very Gods. They had their eminent mediums, they held
their spiritual seances, they consulted their oracles, Delphio
or otherwise, Their temples were numerous, and they were
guided by the direct voices of departed friends and loved
ones. So you will perceive Spiritualism is no new thing, that
it has run all through the ages; it was present among the
ancient Athenians, and has baen the very power of the living
God and His ministering angels, seeking to uplift into better
states and conditions of life and higher spiritual aspirations
and perceptions.

Coming to Ancient Rome, in its connection with Spiri-
tualism, the controls said that in olden times huge libations
were drunk in honour of the god Bacchus, and homage was also
paid to Jove. The Romans were not as polished as the
ancient Athenians, as they had not been edncated to the same
standard. They were nearly approaching a barbaric nation,
and their Spiritualism was just as high and as exalted as one
could conceive of it being., As to their gods it was not
idols they worshipped, In this worship of Ancient Rome
nature's remarkable phenomena were typified. If we take
their Jove, what was he? They heard the thunder, and
thereby conceived of the existence of a mighty power, and
they Painted their Jove ns a god of thunder, with thunder-
bolte in his hands, and as holding rule over the earth. They
worshipped the god riding upon the storms, and so with our
orthodox friends ; they do the same to-day. The god that
rides on the storm, that rules the earth, controls the ocean, He
is simply the reflex of the Jove of Ancient Rome. The
worship, in spirit, are one and the same; itis the same idea
which permeates throughout all nature's Divine operations,
but in ancient times the grand esoteric truth was veiled. In
the days when Ancient Rome was in the zenith of her
splendour and glory, her priests were initiates of the old
systems.

Is it not very much the same to-day ? How many of your
best-educated ministers will mount the pulpit and the
rostrum, and temper the wind to the shorn lamb? They will
give forth so much truth as suits their purpose, and tell their
congregations that it would not be wise for them to know
more, as the milk is for the babes and only strong meat for
men. Soit hasever been. Wherever yon have a priesthood
yon have a system which conceals from men the very essence
of life. Wherever yon have a priesthood you have, as in the
ancient days of Greece and Rome, men who conserve power
themselves, and who hold it aloof from their fellows. And
why ? Because if they made the people as wise as them-
gelves they would lose their eminence, their position, they
wonld wake up some day, and find their avocation gone.
Whatever age of men you take, you will find that Spiritnalism
has never had a full and complete manifestation, as the race
has not been fit to receive it.

Take the philosophy of the Ancient Athenians, and read
it. If you take the idea of the philosopher’s stoue : in those
days they dared not tell the masses that men were sarrounded
by elementary epirits, inhabitants of the firat or second
spheres of spiritusl existence ; that such spirita walked by
their side on the lower plane of matter; disembodied spirits.
They dared not make the people wise unto salvation in the
fullest sense. It is the old God-idea that has prevailed
throughout all time. We give to you power if you choose
to receive it. If you obtain a little power it will reveal to
you another feature of Athenian Bpiritualism. You may
obtain a sufficiency of power, or spiritual knowledge, to
realize that yon may practise Black Magic, and from this you
may probably get to have recourse to Red Magic. Yon might
gain a knowledge which obtained in the days of the old
alchemists, when the charmed circle prevailed; you might

trace Kabbalistic characters, measure their incantations, and
come to know how they could, at the solemn hour of mid-
night, call their presence some one of these dark epirits and
bid them “heigh” on their mission to wrong some fellow
creature on the earth plane. There are Spiritualists to-day
much akin to those vile ones of older days. They seek to
obtain so much knowledge concerning Spiritualism as shall
enable them to work the destruction of their fellow beings.
Such a Spiritualism, whether pertaining to the days of the
Ancient Athenians or the 19th century, is justified in
being dubbed Demonology; for it is nothing else.

The ancients also taught the practice of Red Magic. And
what is it? You have it typified in the forms of the ancient
philosophers, in their sayings, yea, even in the life of the
Nazarens himself; and when you read of the exercise of the
power of Red Magic, it is here you are enabled to form some
idea of the “ blood ” theory. All your healing mediums are
red magicians, so were the healing mediums of Ancient
Greece and Rome ; they were practisers of the art of Red
Magic. This has ever a beneficial influence upon the race,
manifesting itself in deeds of kinduess and devotion, and in
securing the good of others. Then there is White Magic, of
which you have the record in connection with Hindostan to-
day. You will find that the cradle of the race is Hindostan ;
here you must come, for here the race were cradled. White
Magic has existed through all the ages of the past, and it
consists in the highest spiritual perception. The highest
power of will for the white magician, in all agee, has ever
been able to transcend the flesh. The spirit has utterly
mastered the flesh, and the white magician can take hold of
the plastic material, and do with it what the mind wills shall
be done. You read of wonderful achievements in the old-
time history of Athens and of Rome, and that of Hindostan,
but the power is manifested to-day ; there are manifestations
which utterly transcend the power of the human. You can
read of one dematerialising himself and becoming invisible ;
of one taking some material form of substance, eay a flower
or something else, and by breathing upon itand exerting the
soul or paychic force, causing it to dissolve itself into the
primal el ts of the at ¢; and yet, you shall exer-
cise all your powers of judgment or your ability to perceive—
be you ever so circumspect in your investigation still yon
will fail to discover any fraud, or the least semblance of
trickery. The whole operation is simply the exercise of
Will upon Matter, and is the acme of knowledge.

Take the matter of the philosopher's stone ; if it is pur-
sued you will find this divine truth symbolised. The Ancient
Romans fully believed in this idea, as well as the Grecians.
Some sought to become possessed of this wondrous stone,
and to possess, thereby, great power and immense advantage
over their neighbours, their desire being to make themselves
the richest men in existence, and to turn the world into a
mass of gold. But this would simply upset the natural
order of things. So long as men merely pursue the idea
from this standpoint they will be liable to be mistaken, for
they will never achieve their object. In the philosopher's
stone is symbolised the power of love. And what is love ?
If the sweet flower of love dwells within the human soul, it
will affect others, who will feel its divine influcnce as it goes
on permeating onc's own being. We say it is very much
like the leaven, a little of it leavens the whole lump. Those
who cultivate the power of love possess this stone to which
we have referred. He who is pure in love, who has the
power of pure love within, he will know that man is the
richest who can limit his wants to his means. That man is
rich who can exist on what he possesses, and pay his way
und be houest, whilst hie who possesses an income of £30,000
a year, who cannot limit his wants to his means, diesa
pauper. The truc philosopher's stone is the science of all
philosophy, to realize the fact that man requires little whilst
on earth, as he ia not native to the earth. He is a child of
heaven, a son of God, and the true man ever seeks to be at-
one-ment with God, one in purpose with Him, and ever
desiring the salvation of all from ignorance to knowledge,
from materiality to holiness and spirituality, or the reveal-
ment of the God-Nature.

The Spiritualism of all times has ever been seeking to
make this truth manifest to men. If you have this philoso-
pher's stone of love burning in your soul, it will bring the
truth to you: That the Lord God on High, the Father of all,
is the Giver of all good; that that which God has done is
good; and that that which God hath accomplished is best.
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THE SEASONS.
( Writien through the hand of J. 8. Schutt.)

SPRING.
Beauteous maiden, lovely Spring!
Thou who dost such offerings bring,
Of life and joy to all,—
Thou givest song unto the birds,
And pleasure to the lowing herds ;
Ve love to hear their call.
"Tis thou with verdure clothes the hills,
Thy smile is in the little rills,
That from the mountain fall ;
"Tis thou that makes all nature gay,
And ever to us seems to say :
Of pleasure drink your fill,
Fair picture thou of childhood's days,
‘When hope paints all with brightest rays,
To fill young hearts with glee ;
When human life is just begun,
Hope's rays are brighter than the sun,
1n cheering life for thee.
If in the spring of our young days
We learn 10 walk in wisdom's ways,
Good fruit from life will come :
O Father! wisdom give to all,
And s rength to keep us, least we fall
duto the paths of sin.
Grant that as earth fades from our eyes,
‘We see our mansions in the skies,
And gladly enter in,
To be by Thee forever blest,
In that, our soul's eternal rest,—
The never-ending Spring !
SUMMER.
‘We hail thee ! glad bright Summer-time ;
Thou comest crowned with flowers ;
Thou bringest pleuty in thy lap,
And gives us smiling hours.
All nature glad and bright and gay
With varying shades of green,
The trees have donn'd their best array,—
1t is a lovely scene.
The birds they thrill their notes of joy,
Their song borne on the breeae,
Which gently sweeps the woods among,
And animates the trees.

The insect world are busy, too,
In gathering winter's store,

For they are taught the time will come
They may not gather more.

And well and wisely are they taught
To store 'gainst Winter's gloom,

Thus in sweet Summer's Lalmy time
We hear their ceasless hum,

And may we not a lesson learn
From this glad, happy time ?

To see so much of love bestowed,—
Sueh providence divine!

Think of the Summer-time of Life,
When all seems bright and gay ;

No sorrow seems to come athwart
Life's gladsome, happy day.

But all is calm, serenely bright,
And all is joyous fair,

We never dream of darksome night,
Nor ever think of care.

But well if in the midst of joy
We lay by store of love,

That in life's dark and weary day
We lift our eyes above

To Father God, who dwells in Heaven,
The Source of love divine,

And thank Him for the promise given
Of endless Summer-time !

AUTUMN.
Aund now calin Autumn comes to view,
Our doubting souls to cheer,
For by our toil we now have given
The increase of the year.

We along the dusty road,
We see the rustic swain,
And as he sings he urges on
The heavy wain,
Freighted with the golden sheaves
That waved upon the plain,
And as he sings he harvests in
Rich stores of shining grain.

And thus he sings, for toil is sweet,
He thiuks of joy to come,

When gathered in"the merry throng,
To join in Harvest-Home,

We pasa by smiling orchards, too,
Whose richly-burdened trees
Are swaying with their luscious store,

And bending to the brecxe.

We view the works of I'fovidence,
Our Father's strong right hand,
And see that hand outstretched afar.
While plenty erowns the land.

May we a lesson gladly learn,
And ask his boundless grace,
Since Nature thus to us displays
His ever-smiling fuce !
O Father ! make us more like Thee,
In Charity and Love ;
80 that the Autumn of our lives
A time of joy may prove.
And in the Autumn of our lives,
Ere death's cold shade ghall come,
May we be ready for the fold :
‘f’lw Heavenly Harvest-Home !

WINTER.
Stern Winter comes with icy breath,
With freezing, chilling blast ;
All nature dead, the carth ice-bound,
The sky with clouds o'er cast!
Scarce sign of life do we Lehold,
‘Where once all seemed so gay,
Burt all is cold and black and bare,—
The joys hava passed away.
And yet its but a sceming death,
"T'is but old Nature's rest,—
The resurrection morn will come,
Our eyes again be blest.
‘With fresh, young life the Spring will come,
And elothe in bright array
The hills and vales, so black and bare,
With verdure bright and gay.
A pictore this of human life,—
he Seasons pass around :
First comes glad Spring, then Surnmer-time,
Then Autumn, rich, is found.
Then comes the Winter, cold and dark,
With chill and icy breath ;
A strange dread form is hovering near,
‘Who owns the name of Death !
Ah! men fear Death, they know not why
They dread his presence so,
And yet he cometh as a friend
To mortals here below.
Why speak of Death ? there is no death !
Ria but a seeming pain,—
As Nature springeth into life
So we s live again:
In brighter, purer, better Spheres,
In Heavenly mansions fair,
Where God's loved children ever dwell
In bliss beyond eompare.
There we shall range the Heavenly plain,
And view the beauteous flowers ;
Our souls shall find eternal rest
In Eden's lovely bowers.
Then all our alrl.hlc&v KOrTOWS past,
Our souls attuned to sing:
O Grave ! where is thy victory ?
O Death ! where is thy sting? /
Death has no sting ; we need not fear
What seems the final strife,—
He's but the messenger, to lead
To everlasting Life!

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.

THE MESSENGERS OF GOD.
A Secoxp CoxtroL BY “ Rosert Brows.”
Recorded by A.T.T.P., March 19th, 1884.

| A working man, in the unconsclous trance, dictates these communications to &
retired professional gentleman, who takes them down verbatim.]

The Sensitive, in trance, said :—

This is how I received Ernest's first communication :—

“ Robert, we are speaking to you, we are using the name
used by your friend. It is not a direct communication ;
although he will succeed eventually in effecting this ; but we
shall use the first person, as if he indeed was speaking to you,
At present your questions will be addressed to us, for he will
not hear you; from us they will be communicated to him,
and then you shall receive your answer. Do not let your
thoughts bewilder you; but attend to the words. The mode
of communication is but a secondary matter; the control it-
self is the first means for the effect.”

He eaid : I have come to you even as the old man came
to me. My experiences will sound to you like Eastern fable ;
you will listen to me, now that I have the opportunity of
more perfectly explaining the conditions and experiences of
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my soul, during its absence from the body up to the very
instant of its return. I have passed through the same out-
stretching valleys; the same length and breadth of green
grassy sward, and have extended my knowledze by the
absolute recognition of those, who are aiding me now. The
old man, who ¢ame to me, and who comforted me during my
bewilderment, has beheld thrones erected and overthrown.
His raiment is as white as snow ; his hair ia like the purest
wool. Ten thousand times ten thousand has he stood
between men in time and men in eternity. He is called by
sngels and men the Ancient of Days. Reasonable proof
of an ever-enduring life seems to be his greatest delight in
affording. I am not the only one, to whom ke has given a
physical vision of translated humanity ; it will therefore be vain
for you to believe, that God refuses to show nnto men what
awaits them ; how they are expected to act, and think where
they are going to spend His gift of eternal life. Perhaps the
neavest idea which you can form of my condition and of the
heaven which is mine, is by properly estimating all the
possible comforts of a happy home ; for all in our spheres are
as one great family, living in perfect and unbroken unanimity.
Tha change from this great family life is, when we receive in
our bosom the teachers aud counsellors, who through their
more glorified position of thought are nearer to their God.
How can I impart to you; how can I prove my increased
happiness and knowledge; but above all my increased
interest and love for you? Bat truth is unfading in all its
characteristics, and the truth is this, that however contracted
may be the view of any soul called to eternity, however
blank may be his ideas of geography or of literature, even if
his whole world is centered vn his one room or on_the wife,
whom death has compelled him to leave, and even if his ideas
reach no higher than the future welfare of her and his children,
still death comes to such a soul as a revelation : the narrow
mind becomes widened, and the glory of knowledge accom-

anies the act of translation. This is because there is God's
raw of association, which is an active principle throughout all
the beavens. The Ancient of Days calls this the Law of
Progress.”

Now, dear Recorder, I myself, Robert Brown, am going
to speak of this principle of association, as my college com-
panion, Ernest Renault, chooses to call the law of progress.
consider that to-day this principle of association is startlingly
manifested on earth. There was no sooner a ramour that this
Empire was to meet its mighty and formidable foe of the past
than thronghout the Colonial world came promises of assist-
ance. During the cloud of Arab spears, through all those
dreary desert marches, the prineiple of association brought
New England shoulder to shoulder with Old England ; prov-
ing to the Continental nations, that the principle of associa-
tion still bind the child to the parent; that the branches still
honour the trank, from which they drew their being,

But to return to Ernest. He said: “ I am happy; happy
in my new-found liberty; happy in the possibility of my
returning. I want to tell you mauy things, to impart know-
ledge reasonably, so that from now through all your future
you shall have no need to base your teaching on hypothesis.
1 have met none, but who have had earth experiences; for
the longer period intervening between time and eternity
there exist the Ancient of Days, and bis contemporaries and
followers. You meet with humanity, who have enjoyed
longer or shorter periods of eternity; passing their lives in
social intercourse with each other ; with those near and dear
to thelr hearts in time; feeling a sympathy. that cannot be
outlived but growing stronger and stronger throughout
every era of life eterual; therefore, I say, dwell no more
on specialities of faith or human Gods. In heaven, that
want of sympathy to those on earth cannot be: it is im-
possible : annihilation were as possible, as a want of love
trom those around us and those in time. My experience
was given to me for a purpose. It is mot often that the
dazzling light of eternity is permitted to a soul yet in time.
Itis not often that a soul has said to itself like unto mine:
‘Time for me is no more, and then to come back again
to all the realities of physical life. The Ancient of Days
rescued me indeed from strange and awful thoughts, when
he said : * Your body is not your own ; it is only the temple
provided by God, and therefore belongs to God ; that body
on which you gaze. Even that great voice heard in the
days of oli which came to the Beer of Patmos, approaching
him, saying : ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, even the
first and the last,’ that voice, mighty and potential as it was
in its import, was of no more importance to the beloved

follower of the Nazarene, than was the voice of the Ancient
of Days when speaking to me.

*“ Dear Robert : I have used the word angel, not to imply
any celestial creation of humanity, but in its broad sense and
literal meaning, angelus, or measenger. I am a messenger,
claiming the position by as strong a right as the first Mes-
senger of God. You may ask: * What is a messenger's
work?' Itis not to roam through the heavens to carry
God's commands from sphere to sphere : this is work per-
formed under the law of God, under the principle of associa-
tion, needing no special or voluntary service; therefore, the
term messenger does not at all apply to humanity's work in
the heavens. There are messengers who wvisit the earth;
who on the hearths of their fellow human beings, in time
proclaim the Almighty's Messages and Will. These are
the messengers of Grod, who, ere two centuries shall have
passed, will be wel d nearly in every land. There is no
intense solitude ; no desert travail; no weary, thirsty, dreary

pilgrimage to perform; unless the sonl loveth to dwell in
arl

kness.

“ Ere I finish my firat message, listen ! Robert: Tell unto
the priests, either those of tender heart or those fierce and
malignant ones in their attacks against reason: tell them
when they teach, that the messengers or angels of God have
ceased to take any interest in the affairs of earth, and that
the pen of inspiration is no longer held in the hands of men:
I say, tell them boldly, that they are mistaken, and that only
in unceasing work can be their continning happiness. Tell
them that earth's former messengers have not retired into
their several heavens, easily and lazily waving their palm
branches; nor are they sitting motionless, idle, and con-
tentedly praising God whilst seated in the place He has
chosen for them; for such action would not be tolerated by
the Almighty aund unceasing Worker. Tell these priests,
that their mission, their interest, and their work can only
cease on earth, were time itself no more.”

It was strange, that during the whole of the low and
child-like voice, which thrilled through my ears, vividly
fixing every word on my memory, [ was trembling as if I
had been undergoing some extraordinary task ; beads of
perspiration not only hung about my brow, but streamed
over the whole of my body, and this, my first communication,
ended with the sound of a peaceful kiss. I was told after-
wards, that it was the lips of my earth friend pressing my
brow. I did not feel them. Then my friend and his spiri-
tual surronndings left me.

Again, T ask yourself and your readers, Was it pessible
for me to continue preaching Church of England doctrines,
without feeling & vague unensiness at my cowardly hiding of
spiritual trath ? I think now that it is especially hard when
direct knowledge steps in, and entirely upsets former belief
in & calling for which you were being trained.

You know, that s student of law ia training for a specifio
purpose, in a calling in which he hopes to gain his livelihood,
and which he expects will return him an adequate reward for
expenses incurred. So it is with the sire, who sends his son
to college, under the one hope that he may obtain his degree,
and become an ordained minister of the Established Chureh,
with the same view and purpose of obtaining a living. So
was the tenor of my thoughts after this my first communication.
I thought earnestly, and argued deliberately, how far it was
advisable for me to enter iuto open opposition to that mode
of life from which I expected to obtain a high position; pre-
ferment in tha Church for me being more than a probable
contingency, through the patronship of my near relative, Lord
Cecil. I admit that these were selfish considerations. It was
not fairly receiving the message of my friend; but remember
that I had not then seceded from the Church, and never had
entertained one idea of doing so; for I knew, better than you
can now realize, all the troubles that d me directly that
I stood alone against the powerful many.

At my next visit I will tell you how beautifully conclusive
were the arguments of my friend Ernest, in msking me
strong for the sake of the truth. Good day, dear Recorder:
I know not what part of the day it is. May God in heaven
bless you.—Fix1s.

Suxpemrasp: 31, Wellington Street, Southwick. April 11.—=Me.
Wilkinson, of Tyne Dock, gave us a beautiful address on * Does Death
end all 2"—On Easter Sunday we expect to have Mrs. Yeeles amongst
us again, and on the 18th Mr. S:ott, of Hetton-le-tule, each to give
three meetings. Any further particulars may b2 had at Mr. Warren's,
37, Hood Street, Monkwearmouth.—Rt. P. T
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EMMA HARDINGE-BRITTEN TO HER FRIENDS
AND SYMPATHISERS.

Sinee the an t of my d t mother's departure
to the higher life, and the suspension of my platform work
in consequence of my urgent duties by my beloved hus-
band's sick bed, I have been favoured with a large number
of kind and sympathizing letters, bringing cheer and balm
to a deeply wounded spirit and sick heart, yet too often
calling for individual acknowledgments which I am wholly
unable to give.

Amongst other letters are some reproaching me for not
having mentioned them as the early friends of my sweet
mother in England, and others wondering why they have not
received cards and ceremonial notices.

To all these I would again beg your kindness, dear Mr.
Burns, to say, when I wrote my mother's obituary, it was by
the side of my suffering husband, requiring aid and service
every moment, and with the silent dead in the adjoining
room—memory, heart, mind, and nerve almost paralyzed
into death at one moment, and stimulated to frenzy the next.
There are, I know, such friends as Mr. Slater, Mr. Thos.
Shorter, Mr. and Mrs. Tebb, ete., ete, who knew, remem-
bered and loved my most lovable mother, I did not make
out a list in my obituary, but wrote as a bruised and fevered
apirit permitted.

As to ““cards” or “memorials," with a sick house, and
every prospect of a second funeral, I did not attempt any
such ceremonials. My poor mother's nephews and nieces,
dear Mr. Lamont our minister, and my mother's most es-
teemed Liverpool friends, Messrs. Mole and Lane, who most
cordially volunteered to come,—these were all the followers
whom the terrible exigencies of the case permitted to be
present.

Frigsps anu! I thank you—thank you if you remember
my angel mother with love ; thank you for words of sym-
pathy which help to sustain an overburdened life and epirit.
When the day-spring of health again revives, and my be-
loved companion's health retarus, as I know it will—for the
angels have told me so,—I will divide my time and duty
between him and the Cause we both love. Until then, I
once more trespass on the ceaseless kindness and sympathy
the Editor of this paper has shown me, to send these public
thanks and grateful recognitions to all those I cannot answer
individually,

Eusma Harpivee-Brirres.
The Lindens, Humphrey Road, Cheetham Hill,
Manchester.

THE ANNIVERSARY AT ST. GEORGE'S HALL.
CoxcerT Axp LasTERN LEcTURE.

The meeting on Monday evening was the most snecessful
Anniversary ever held in London. The spacious hall was
well filled with the exception of back seats. It was such an
audience as any Cause might have been justly proud of.
Once again workers old and new gathered together in amity
to recognise the gift of God in the manifestation of the spirit.

Through the kind efforts of Mr. E. A. Tietkens, abundant
and excellent materials for a concert were provided. Miss
K. Poyntz had to announce at the last moment that the state of
her voice from a bad cold would not allow of her appearing.
It is to be regretted that there were not better opportunities
for utilizing the superabundance of high class talent at
disposal. Fortunately the instrumentalists obtained a very
thorough hearing ; and it is not often that such a treat is
afforded, under ordinary cireumstances. Mr. Lonis Lee is
master of the pianoforte, and is the of any ion at

evening when people were begilining to leave. We hope to
see this favourite vocalist have a better opportunity amongst
us soon. The fine duet “ Excelsior,” by Mr, Tietkens and
Mr, Alexander, closed the evening's entertainment.

The Lantern Lecture was more sympathetically received
than ever it had been before. A London audience gives
indications of higher knowledge in spiritual matters than any
other. A number of viewa (about 120 in all, but many had
to be sacrificed on account of time) were introduced of special
interest to Londoners. There were our old well-known
mediums, Mr. Home, the Davenports, Mrs. Guppy, Messrs,
Herne and Williams and Mr. Husk. In the historical section,
Mr. Coleman introduced Mra. Hardinge-Britten, who was
received with bursts of applause. Then came Mr. Pecbles,
Mr. Morse, Mra. Butterfiecld and Dr. Newton as repre-
sentatives of the early public work in London,

‘We have not space to comment on the whole of the lecture.
‘When Mr. Gladstone's portrait was shown as one of Mr.
Eglinton's sitters, there was a vehement political demonstra-
tion altogether unlooked for. The storm of applause drew
forth an undercurrent of hisses, which only fanned the flame
of approval, and the contest continued for some time. We
note the fact for Mr. Gladstone’s comfort. The lecture was
all too hurried, but as the music had been considerably
abridged, the lecturer used every cffort to make necessay
sacrifices. It was past ten o'clock, and two-fifths of the
lecture was undelivered. T'he lecturer had to set all arrange-
ments aside, and declare that he would then give the whole
of the lecture without further interruption ; and he succeeded
in concluding at 10.30. Though this was inevitable, he
regrets that others were not heard.

The Lecture and Entertainment as & whole were thoronghly
appreciated. It was declared to be well calenlated to pro-
mote the Cause. As the meeting was breaking up when the
proceedings closed, it was impossible to pass a vote of thanks
to Mr. Tietkens and the friends who so kindly co-operated
with him, but they must have realized the great delight they
afforded the audience. The oxy-hydrogen apparatus was
most efficiently worked by Mr. J. Burns, Junior ; never did
the views appear to better advantage.

Mrs. Burns got up the meeting by weeks of patient labour ;
but she desires to publicly express her thanks to those friends
in various parts of London who exerted themselves so ear-
nestly to sell tickets; and also to friends who contributed
towards the heavy expenses. There is not time to strike a
balance before we go to press, to see what remains for urgent
cases of charity, which it is so desirable to benefit.

Dear Mr. Burns,—I was very glad to hear your entertainment last
evening was so . From what my eompanion tells me you made
one mistake, which I attribute to the many wonders I had to relate last
Wednesday, as to what goes on in this house at my seances, and the
short time 1 had for the relation, before the seance commenced.

1 did not tell you Ira Davenport has yet materialized here, but he has
spoken to me twice. The last time he reminded me of a seance he, his
brother, and Mr. Fay gave in our house in ** London City," as he termed
it. His voice was quite loud and clear, the nasal intonation so exact,
and the Yankee method of expression so true, that strangers would have
found some difficulty in believing a ghost was conversing with me. The
seance  Ira Davenport " spoke of, took place nearly twenty years since,
when the Brothers Davenport came to England. I had in no way
forgotten the circumstance, being in my own house. I got into tha
cabinet, and was tied by one of our guests (a naval officer) between the
young men. The noises, playing of ical instr ts, p ion of
hands from the hole cut in the top of the centre door, commenced at
once, but the Drothers never mnvecr.

It was on this memorable cecasion I was told by « John King " that
I am a medium by * brain impression,” an opi he still holds: time
nas greatly added to the power.

No doubt * Ira Davenport " can ialize with the help of the
luminous slate, as he was so good a medium on earth. 1 have tound as
part of my long spiritual experience, that spirita are onl{adman. women

der

which he may be present. Mr, B. Althaus, a young gentle-
man, gave great delight to all by his performances on the
violin; the music to which he gave such exquisite expression
will not soon be forgotten by his enthusiastic andience.

Mr. Alexander could only give the opening song, which
pleasantly reminded the company of his former appearance
amongst us. Miss Emily Clarke, her first appearance amongst
the Bpiritualists, found occasion to sing both her songs. She
at once enthralled the deep attention of the meeting. She
had set herself a rather difficult task, but she acquitted

herself in a most creditable manuer, her management of the
voice indicating high culture. Mr. Tietkens could only be
heard in oue song, and his sweet tones are so deeply rooted l
in the affections of London audiences, that the suppression of
any of his pieces was a misfortune. Miss Jessie Dixon fared |
worst of all, as she could not be heard till the close of the

and children in a higher state of life; they mount the of pro-
gress by degre 1 have asked  John King " about this, and he con-
firms my opinion. Spirits, when they observe there is not enough power
present for all to speak, or materialize, or both, kindly and politely (ns
well-bred human beings would do) give it up to cach other. 1 will try
to gel courage enough to relate some of my experiences, with Mr. Husk
as mediam, but I would only do it for gencral publication, from @ sense
of duly to the cause of Spirituali It is not agreeable to be thought
mad, untruthful, or a conniver at cheating, all of which I shall ba
accused of being, quite innocent, nevertheless, of relating anything that
is at all false or fancied.—1 remain, vours very truly,
Aoxes Many CaveneLs,
Argyll House, Highland Road, Upper Norwood, April 18, 1886.

Pankoare: Bear T'ree Road, April 11 —After invoeation DLy the
guides of Mr. Turner, and reading of Scripture by Mr. Roebucl, Mr.
“eatl was lled, and gave a discourse on * Casti out
Devils.” At the close Mr. Turner was controlled for clairvoyance. He
gave six descriptions, all recognised but one. Our two mediums are
making great progress.—A. Liovp.
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SUNSHINE—LIGHT.

The warmth and life-giving, or rather life-developing, properties
afforded by the rays of theg;un are typical of that Spiri?lral%ght which
serves to bring forth and develop whatever latent faculties within us
lie. Nature's glori hine causes vegetation to grow. the birds to
sing, the sea-waves to glisten, aye, e'en the gentle breeze, as it caresses
my cheek, seems other than it would were not King Sol reigning in all
his splendour,  So in the Spirit-world, of which this is but a type.

But will soms clouds always be necessary as conducive lo enhance the
beauty of the prospect? Possibly: | know not—the shade to show up
the brightness; aye, but the sunshine glorifies even the clouds. They
are powerless to affect us while we remain under the immediate influ-
ence of The Light.

Oh! how my heart bleeds for those poor unfortunates who both in
the physical and spintual sense are shut out from a large amount of
light and air,—some through their own fanlts and misdeeds, others
through circumstances by them uncontrollable : nor can we take the
glorious light to them, they must come forward and be willing for its
vivifying effulgence to dawn within their heart and intellect, just as the
tender blade of grain in this spring-time of the year does not resist the
influence of Nature, but is receptive of all which tends to its growth.

And must we not except the refreshing shower:—

* Constant sunshine, howe'er welcome,
Ne'er woald ripen froft or flower,
Glant oaks owe half thelr greatness
To the s:athiog tempest's power.”
1 would liken storms and sh to those cross-i to which we
are at times subjected, for the purpose of advancing our spiritual wel-
fare. Did the young spring shoots and flowers droop at the approach of
a thunder-cloud, and instead of being banefitted by its freshneas, say:
“ We will not,”” and refuse to lift their heads and be glad, the object for
which that cloud was sent would be frustrated, and we would be bereft
of our lelights and riches. ExceLsion.
Jepsey, April 6, 1886.

APHORISMS.

Time is money and money is power only for him who knows how to
apply the time and to spend the money.

1f you will win a woman betray to her your secrets; if you will lose
her betray her own.

Self-love and self-interest ought to be banished from the world, and
then a great many apparent virtues and almost all vices will be ban-
ished.

Borrow dispose tho heart to friendship and love; the unhappy one

knows no enjoyment but the vwni.uug a heart longing for sympathy,
and therefore e becomes fond of such beings as have sympathy with
him.

Hypoerisy is the belief in being more perfect than others,

T'he more our spirit is expanded on earth, the more heavenly bliss it
will contain.

To a young and charming lady is justice seldom shewn by another

one,

A brilliant langna%e in common conversation is similar to the stars,
which soar too high but impart light to our earth.

Stopford Place, Jersey, April 3, 1836. J. L. Haxau.

THE REV. (¥ THOS. ASHCROFT AT BLACKBURN,

1 see the Rev. (?) Thos. Ashcroft has turned up again. Encouraged
by the apparent snceess of his former appearance at Audley, this chival-
rous defender of the faith essayed to lg:ﬁa ive the same lectures in the
Exchange Lecture Hall. A syllabus of the lectures had been issued
containing some very remarkable Asheroft declaring that he

Bap) for a moment we view Mr. Asheroft's position in the same light
in which he views that of the Spiritualist, and what shall we find? Mr.
Asheroft claims to be a believer in Christ, and asserts that the power of
Christ is t to day as ever it was. [f that be true, then Mr. Ash-
eroft should have no objection to being put to the test of a true believer.
What does Christ may! In issioning his apostles to preach the
gospel he says, ** And these signs shall follow them that believe: in my
vame shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover,"'—Mark, xvi,, 17 and 18. Thus is expressed in the anthorized
version the deploma a Christian can have.

Can Mr. Asheroft cast out devils, or speak with new tongues? Dare
he take up a serpent? Is he prepared to drink a dose of poison, or is he
able to heal the bed-ridden person whom he so much speaks about ?  If
not, then he fals to comply with the conditions of the true believer,
and thus demonstrates that he is no believer at all, but practically an
Atheist,

No, Mr. Asheroft does not mean public debate ; he las more sense
than to bo canght at that game. He is a bombastic boaster, and for 12
years he has been delivering the same recitation, called by him a lecturs,
sometimes with one title, then with another. “ Spiritualism : and why
I object to it,” he calls it at Preston ; at Blackburn, the same leeturo
Iie calls “ A night with the spirits,” and so on throughout the country.
From 1874 to 1886 he has been reciting the same old story. Does this
look like a debater ? Can he debate? 1 very much question whether
he can; Iadmit he ean give a recitation, but reciting the same recita-
tion for twelve years is one thing, and puclic debating another; and no
one knows this better than Mr. Asherofi himself. No, Ashcroft objects
to debate, although he would have his Christian brethren believe he
courts it with the Spiritualists. Ile is a money-grubiber, and so long as
roop!u‘:ue foolish cnough to give him their sixpences and shillin
ong will this obnoxious asepust pose before the public as a would-be-
exposer of the most tremendous fact the world has ever seen.

W. R, Mooue,

OPENING OF A NEW ROOM AT BACUP.

The old meeting room having become too small, a new one was
opened on April 4. 'We had services at 2.30 and 6.30; Miss Sumner,
of Bingley, was the speaker. She is very young but a promising trance
and clairvoyant medium. The room was full, although the weather
was very wel.

On Monday night, Mr. J. B. Tetlow gave a very instructive trance
discourse. Ile commenced by giving the description of an elderly pair
that had formerly lived in that building. There were several persons
present that recognised the old man, who was described as over sixty
years of age, with a swallow-tailed coat, knee breeches, grey stockings,
&e. Then he gave the psychological conditions of the room, which he
said were not very gvo(xr. but that might be improved by unity and
sympathy towards Ives and the ling infl Hoe gave
the origin of the Bociety, not from information given to the medium,
but from the surrounding influences; and 1 may say he was very
correct.  After this he took for his subject, * The origin of Spiri-
tualism, its progress and teaching.” He explained clearly that it was
no new doctrine, but the gate to the Spirit-worll had been closed
by tyranny and superstition. As the people got wiser and more
determined to think for themselves, Spiritualism would be more accepted.
The Bible, he said, was full of its truths, but the people would have to
get rid of the various dogmas and creeds before they could see and com-
prehend them. Morality and spirituality could be cultivated by
p and inherited by the children, as well as wealth and health.
After keeping the audience spell-bound by his fluent oratory for about
au hour, the guides offered to answer a few questions, but none was
asked. He ﬁn;'shﬁd a good night's work by giving three psychometric
delineations. o

would positively prove Spiritualism to be a p A ridi-
enlous and a lying system. Instead, however, of performing this mar-
vellous feat, Asheroft elearly demonstrated that the above indictments
may be truly applicd to himself, for this man of God, this spiritual
teacher has on more than one occasion during his recent visits to Black-
burn, disgraced himself and the Cause he represents by resorting to base
and despicable falsehoods. 1 visited the first meeting on Wed-
nesday night, and was rewarded for my Jaains by witnessing an ex-
hibition of a most ridicul 1 . A ft, with the recollection
of his former visit still green in his memory, deemed it prudeut to muz-
zle the mouths of the people by intimating that on no t would

ter, two admitting that they had been very
correctly described.

On Tuesday night, Mr. T. Postlethwaite gave a spirited defence of
Spiritualism. He denounced the action of divines in opposing Spiri-
tualism, from fear lest they should be like Othello, their occupation

one.

Collections were made at each meeting to defray the expences, and
the npﬁ;}.ﬂl‘ was well responded to. Apmien Honsr, See.

25, Street.

Mippresporoven: Spiritual  Lyceum,

April 11.—Present, sixty
ten officers, and six visitors. 'We had silver-chain recitations,

questions be allowed. The whole lecture, like its p was one
lung tirade of abuse and misrepresentation, all who in any way were

calisthenics and marching, the two latter exercises being performed in an

connected with Spiritualism being d as and
and fit only to be lodged in the lunatie asylum.
* Alas for the rarity
Of clerieal charlty.”

By way of change, for I suppose his lect have 80 gtale as
to le utterly devoid of interest, Asheroft provided his friends with a
little variety in the shape of a magic lantern entertainment.

Portraits of eminent Spiritualists were thrown on the screen, as were
also, alleged « spirit-writings, spirit-photographs, &e.,” all which wers
Righly suggestive of Mr. Ashcroft having been busily engaged with his
old friend the Police News. The whole affair was intensely ludicrons,
partaking more of the nature of a penny show with Mr. Asheroft as
theological tebank, a position which he filled with singular suecess.

At the conclusion of his recitation this orthodox bantam threw on the
sereen his “ challenge of 12 years' standing " to any ive for a

We then formed into groups; each group being
ted in an efficient by their several leaders, on various

All our i acquitted themselves in a praise-worthy
manner. Special mention may be made of two, who had committed
a whole chay of the bible to memory in one week, and were rewarded
by their er, Mr. Bevan, with a revised copy of the New Testament,
With our gradual i of bers, and the efficient staff of officars
now conducting the business of the Lyceum, we are looking forward with
greater expectations than ever to the coming year for both spiritual and
mental progression.—A. V.,

Brackromx : Children's Lyceum, April 11.—Opened punetually at
9.30 a.m., with singing and prayer. Present: 12 officers, 60 members,
2 visitors. After the opening we formed into seven groups, and had
lessona on Physiology, and Abraham's faith in offering up his son Isasc
as a sacrifice. Lyceum closed. Members were max‘:lw;l out in ovder

six nights' discussion, on condition that physical phenomena be produced
on the platform.

Mr. Asheroft knows as well as any Spiritualist knows that physieal
pt cannot fed, and while he shelters himself behind
this wall he is safe.  Dat let the wan come forth from his cowardly re-
treat and attack the subject in a fair and honest manner, and we promise
that any number of opponents shall be found willing to discuss the
question with him. 1If Spiritualism be the abominable thing this man
declares it is, and if he be so for the propagation of truth, why
should he so obstinately refuse to discuss the question on its merits,
without demanding phenomena which he knows cannot be commanded ?

P ly, beginning with the first group and ending with the
seventh.—M. B.

Pexzaxcr.—The friends desire us to make public their best thanks to
those who =0 kindly responded to their appeal for books and papers —
Ricuarp Quance, Hon. Sec.

Minpr : Old Linthorp, April 11.—We had a very nice
meeting. ‘I'he guides of a lady friend spoke for a short time on a ques-
tion asked by a gentleman present: * Doea God uphold Slavery?"

She dealt exhaustively with the suhject, showing an answer in the nega-
tive,—BryTHON.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

There is remarkable harmony between the views of Mr.
Massey and Mr. Schutt in respect to the transmiesion of ideas
from the past. Our report of Mr. Massey's lecture is un-
fortunately only a skeleton. HHe gave great prominence to
the light which Bpiritualism throws on the problem of Evil.
Mr. Schutt's lecture is truly wonderful as coming from a
speaker who is not a echolar; but under influence speaks in
a scholarly manner. The poems on ‘‘ The Seasons™ teach
beautiful spiritual truths.

As to the Protestant’s exngguration of the devil idea, be
it remembered that the Papists had obliterated conscience
and the distinction between right and wrong. In turn the
ecolesiastics of to-day have committed the like enormity, and
Spiritualism gives us a still more accentuated definition of
Evil, and of mau’s need to seek for safety. 'We have smooth
sailing to-day compared with what fell to the lot of Luther,
Calvin and Knox, and in the work of evolution from the
then prevailing gloom of Rome, they made tremendous
strides. The appalling fact of evil and of human responsi-
bility they made a strong pointof. It was a grand beginning,
buat not a finality. Four centuries hence, our personal views
may be also capable of impr t. Do not let us begin
to pat the Papists on the back.

We have been asked to intimate that an emissary from the
Sartorial Spiritualists will visit Liverpool on Sunday, and
dilate upon the pecuniary advantages and necessitics of
cliquetarianism. Now this is a matter that is quite beyond
our provinee, and we will not be induced to enter upon it on
any account. In none of our visits to the country do we
introduce anything but Spiritualism pure and simple. The
I'fe and Teachings of the Spirit is all we can enter upon.
We would consider it a crime of the first magnitude to go
amongst a people, rejoicing in partial liberty from ecclesias-
tical bonds, and induce them to place themselves under rule
or regulation of any body of men. An * organization " of
go-called *“ Spiritnalists " would just be as despotic and op-
posed to man's true liberty snd epiritual interests as an
organization of Papists, A1 glicans or Wesleyans, It is the
method that is bad, and debases to its own level good men
who have been intercliqued by it. We bad thought Liver-
pool had amply sowed its wild oats in the past. Verb. sap.

On Sunday evening Mr. Burus made allusion to the
demise of Mrs. Floyd, as formerly a member of that congre-
gation, and the mother of Mrs. Hardinge-Biitten, who had
for some time ministered to them. 1le expressed the sym-
pathy of the London friends with Mrs. Britten in her present
bereavement; hoping to see her yet again when the heart-
wound has healed, and the light of the spirit guiding and
sustaining, undimmed by any earth-shadow.

Rev. Asacrorr axp J. Burxs.—Many of the friends
are very sagry at the scandalous manner in which our Re-
presentative is spoken of by this Christian opponent. We

sympathize with our friends in the attacks which their feelings
eustain; but what we do not hear does not affect us. Ash-
croft knows that all his insinuations are baseless, hence his
fury. For our part we can afford to be magnanimous. We
have got trath and right on ourside, and twice has Mr. Burns
challenged this person to bis face, and yet no single argu-
ment could he adduce either to justify his own side of the
question or invalidate ours, If he will go on doing evil, that
is his look out, not ours. By using his agitation judiciously,
it may be made helpful to our work. It is quite intolerable
that any Spiritualist should stoop to meet him in debate;
that would be a virtual acknowledgment of his importance.
We have seen Mr. Wallis's name in this connection, and we
are not a little astonished that any speaker should hire him-
self out for such a purpose. Evil befalls the evil-doer sooner
or later, so that if this wan attempts to injure us, he has our
pity rather than malice.

Bap VestinaTiox.—Many an otherwise excellent plat-
form utterance is choked at birth becanse of the bad ventila-
tion of the halls used. We noticed this particularly some
years ago at Sowerby Bridge, during the delivery of an
address in the Lycenm. The place was crowded, and the
windows and doors of the neat little hall were quite closed.
It was rather & warm summer's evening, and towards the
close the “ influence " became so bad that it was quite impos-
sible to give utterance to thoughts that were ready at hand
within the mind. As the proceedings closed, the tightly
shut hall explained the difficulty. Again at Jersey, the
afternoun meeting was half-spoiled for want of ventilation.
The answers to questions were cut short from want of pewer
to prceeed.  When it was too late the closed room was seen
to have provided the obstruction of thought. In the even-
ing it was well ventilated, and the * influence " and utterance
were all that could be desired. 'T'he latest example is that of
last Sunday at Cavendish Roomes. By thetime the prelimin-
ary singing and reading were got through, the speaker was
so prostrated that he could not proceed. Some of the win-
dows in the rouf were opened after much delay, and by the
time that the meeting closed, the ventilation was sensibly
improved. There had been a Women's Christian meeting in
the same room in the afternoon, and likely a meeting in the
morning ; and the place had been used for dancing lessons
and assemblies all through the week, by day as well as in the
evenings, and possibly it had not been properly ventilated the
whole of the time. There was a pretty bath of abomina-
tions in which to plunge a speaker and audience for spiritual
purposes ! The speaker likened it to going into a restaurant,
and being served with a plate from which several persons
had previcusly eaten; but the comparison was not sufficiently
strong. Between two meetings the hall should be well ven-
tilated, and if it be ry, the wind can be closed
again when the air bas been renewed. Oxygen is the Divine
element of life. We speak about “ inspirational " speaking,
which literally means “breathing " speaking; and yet we
frequently stint the supply of air to breathe, and as a reeult,
the * inspiration " is gone.

Hovivay Gatrerises.—We call special attention to the
Directory, on page 254, in which will be found particulars of
Teas, Concerts, &c, at Felling, Hetton-le-Hole, Leicester,
West Pelton, Pendleton, Hoxton, Chesterton and Rochdale.

NEXT WEEK'S “MEDIUM" A DAY SOONER.

On account of Good Friday, next week’s Mepivn will go
to press on Wednesday. All communications must be re-
ceived on Tuesday Morning. Please write carefully and
cut it short, as Mr. Burns will be absent in the North.

—_——
CLOSING OF CAVENDISH ROOMS MEETINGS.

At the close of his address on Sunday evening, Mr. Burns
gaid he wonld be absent for the next two Sundays, and on
other occasions during the Spring. He could not profess to
carry on these meetings and be somewhere else. He would
be responsible for the rent, if the friends would supply the
platforms and conduet the meetings. There was no response,
and so with reluctance it was announced that the meetings
would be discontinued in that place. On several cccasions
the suggestion has been thrown out for co-operation, but it
has met with no reaponse.

On Sunday evening, the meetings will be continued at the
Spiritual Institution, 15, Southampton Row. There will be
no speaker, but it may be best to meet for mutnal improve-
ment, and form a congregation independent of speakers. Ta
commence at 7 o'clock.
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GERALD MASSEY'S SUNDAY AFTERNOON
LECTURES,
8t. Georoe's Havy, Lavonan Pracs.
Susseor : (Sunday, April 18th}—
““Man in Search of His Soul, and How he Found It.”
Doors open at 3 o'clock ; Lecture at 3.30.
Hall, 1/-; Gallery, 6d.

“ We consider Gerald Massey one of the striking literary characters
of our time. His hand touches skilfully a harp of resonant beauty, and
he is a thinker and a student of no mould. He is moreover a
Freethinker, strong and fearless as the best of us, and has a delicacy of

touch, and an artistic refinement which are possessed by few of us."—
The Secular Keeiew.

——
MR. BURNS'S LECTURES IN NORTHUMBERLAND.

Under the auspices of the Northumberland Mivers, who are adherents
of pur Cause, Mr. J. Burns will give his Lantern and other Lectures as
follows :—

Saturpay, Arui LT, Co-operative Hall, Seaton Terrace, at 7 p.m-
Chair by Mr. J. A, Rowe. Voeal and instrumental music by Mr. John
Forster and Mr. Geo, Adams. Admission, front seats 1s., back seats 6d.

Suxpay, Apmt 18, Boys' School-room, Seghill, at 10.30 am,
+ Answera to Questions " on the Lantern Lecture. At 5.30 p.m., * The
Religious Principles of Spiritualism.” Collections.

Moxpay, Armir 19, Ashiogton, Co-operative Hall, Laotern Lecture
at 7 p.m. Musical selections. Admission, front seats 1s., back seats Gd.

Tuespay, Arai 20, Blyth, Central Hall, Lantern Leecture at 7.80,
Doors open at 7 p.m,  Admission, front seats ls, back seats 6d.
(Questions at the close.

OUR REPRESENTATIVE ON TYNE-SIDE.

A host of most kind and pressing invitations have been received from
the North. Mr. Burns will accept as many as time will permit.

Norrn Spieuvs @ 6, Camden Street, Wednesday, April 21, Mr. Burns
will give an address, and will be glad to see as many iriends as gwib]c.

Soutn SmieLps: 19, Cambridge Street, Thursday, April 22, The
Lantein Lecture at 7.30 p.m. Front seats, 1s.; Back seats, Gd.

THE LANTERN LECTURE AT HETTON-LE-HOLE.
Oun Good Friday, April 23, a Grand Demonstration of Co Durham
Spiritualists will take place in Miners' New Hall:™ In addition to the
Tea and Entertainment, the Lantern Lecture will be given. Ad-
mission at 6.30: Front seats, 1s.; Second seats, 6d.

OUR REPRESENTATIVE AT BISHOP AUCKLAND.
A very cordial invitation has been extended to Mr. Burns to revisit
this old centre of spiritual work on his way South.
Sunday, April 25, Temp Hall, Bishop Auckland ;: Conference of
County Durham Spiritualists at 2.30. Lectureat 6 30, by Mr. J. Burns.
Monday, April 26, Lantern Lecture in Temperance Hall, at 8 o'clock.
Admission 1s. and Gd.

THE LANTERN LECTURE AT MORLEY.

On Saturday evening, May 8, Mr. Buros will give the Lantern
Lecture in the Co-operative llyail A quartette from Sowerby Bridge
is expected to furnish their exquisite music bstween the parts.
Admission : 1s. ; and Gd.

On Sanday, May 9, Mr. Burns will speak twice in the same hall: at
2.30 he will answer questions on the Lantern Lecture, and in the even-
ing give a discourse on some phase of Bpiritualism.

—_—

H. J. Pearce, Editor of House and Ifome, will leciure at Eleusis Club,
King's Road, Chelsea, on Sunday evening, April 24th; sulject—
« Gerald Massey : Poet, Politician, and T'eacher.” To commence at 8.

Avpersuor.—Mr. A, Slee, 9, Wellington Terrace, Waterloo Road, is
a trance medium, holding meetings at his own house, He will be glad
to meet with sitters, or visit other circles within a practicable distance.

Mr. and Mr. Hawkins talk about going to Jersey for a fortnight's
holiday. Mr. Ilawkins is a good healer, and Mrs, Hawkins is a trance
mediun.—When Mrs. Groom's portrait was shown on the sereen, thete
Wwas a spont. d i from the for her to visit Jersey.

Miss Ellea A. Blake, 9, Phillip Street, Pendleton, sends  Glad tid-
ings " which she valn‘ul from luminous letters like gold held up to her
view by a spint. The ti b iful, but the position is
somewhat ircegular, I she will persevere with her clairvoyanee, much
more perfect ications will be received

Prymovrn.—Mr. Burt will commence a series of weekly servies, on
‘Wednesday evenings, at 10, Hoegate Place, on May 5. 'T'ckets for the
for the course 1s., which should be secured in advauce. Further partic-
ulars next week.

“ Lost sy Fie."—The contributions which I have had the pleasure
of handing to Mr. Brain are: Mrs. Jones's seances, 17s. Yd. ; Mr. Coffin's,
64. Gd.; Self-help Association, 5s.; total, £1 9s. 3d. While thanking
kind contributors, 1 beg to lay emphasis on the fact that a cabivet-
maker’s tools cost upward of ten tl’:me- the sum subseribed to repl

GERALD MASSEY'S LECTURE

oN
“THE DEVIL OF DARKNESS OR EVIL;
Iy tie LiceT oF EvoLuTion."

Gerald Massey's audiences keep up wonderfully well, and
yet they are mainly composed of outsiders and persons
unknown to Spiritualists. Mr. Gledstanes made the remark,
* There is not a single face here that I know '™

The lecturer is respectful in his manner and matter, but he
is wonderfully incisive and logical. Whenever necessary his
every utterance betokens the student, and his conclusions
indicate the scientific quality of his mind. Of course, it
would be the height of stupidity to suppose that any person
thoroughly committed to the orthodox religions of to-day
would agree with the inferences; but there can be no two
opinions about the authenticity and quality of the data.
Honest, earnest and fearless research alone could have
wrought such intellectual results, and results are everything
with Mr. Massey, when he is sure of their pedigree. His
whole soul seems to enter into his subject, and he becomes so
absorbed that he quite frequently speaks too quickly for con-
venient listening ; otherwise, hie is very clear and distinct in
his utterances, because he is clear in thought.

Mr. Massey commenced by saying that there are two
things which in his estimation constitute the unpardonable sin
of the parent against the innocence of childhood. The oneis
in allowing the little ones to run the risk of blood-poisoning
through the filthy process of vaccination ; the other in per-
mitting the mind and soul of their children to be inaculated
with the more fatal virus of false orthodox dogmas. “ Gen-
eration after generation,” said he, * we learn, unlearn and
relearn the same lying legendary lore, and at best it takes
half of all one's life time to slongh off the error that is in-
stilled during the earlier half.”

The lecturer gaid that the crucial question of the man
Friday was too much for Robinson Crusoe.

Friday, you remember, asks, “ But if God much strong,
much mighty—mighty as the devil, why God no kill the
devil? So make him no more wicked ?"” * Crusoe,” said
Mr. Massey, “imitating other theologists, and not knowing
what to say, pretended not to hear him."

Every belief, superstition and mental type, had its natural
genesis, the devil included. Myths and allegories, whose
significance was once unfolded to the initiates in the ancient
mysteries, have been adopted in ignorance, and re-issued as
real truths, divinely vouchsafed to mankind for the first and
only time when found in the Hebrew writings.

The earlier religions had their myths, interpreted by the
oral and unwritten wisdom. We have ours misrepresented,
and a great deal of what has been imposed npon us as God's
direct, true and sole revelation to man, is a mass of inverted
myth, under the shadow of which we have been cowering as
timorously as birds in the stubble, when a kite, in the shape
of a hawk, is held hovering overheard, as I have seen
practised in England. We speak of * the jaws of darkness,”
and darkness was the vast, huge, swallower of the light, night
after wight. We know this was identified as the primary
power, because the primitive, or carly man reckoned time by
nights, and the years by the eclipses. This mode of reckoning
was first and uviversal. So many darks preceded so many
days. The dark power is primary in all the old traditions
and cults of the human race. Sacrifice was first offered to
the power of darkness. The influence of night, the eclipse
aud the black thunder-cloud being first felt, the primitive
wan visibly emerges, from the shadow of darkness, as deeply
impressed and indelibly dyed within his mind as was his body.
The black man without was negroid within, as his reflection
remains in the wirror of mythology. The darkness, then, in
the natural phenomena, was the original devil that put out
light by swallowing it incessantly as the subtle enemy, the
obstructor, deluder, and general adversary of man. Primitive
men did not postulate or personify a devil behind visible

them. Fuither contributions will be gratefully ived Ly Mrs. Jones,
51, Great Ormond Street, and Mr. Coffin, 13, Kingagate Street, W.C.—
A. Gipsox.

Hoxtox: April 9.—At 63, Hoxton Street, a very harmonious circle
of friends and sowe strangers met to listen to the guides of Mr. R. H.
Armitage, who gave an instructive address on the * Spirit Spheres."—
April 11, At 1i8, Hoxton Street, Mr. Armitage's guides dealt in a
masterly aud pleasing manner with the  Passing of the Bpirit from
Ehov Bygm Miss Williams gave us one of her beantiful recitations,—

p mena, that 1 the darkness. Darkness was the
devil, and even so late as the Parsee Dundahish (which
means the original creation) external darkuess is the devil.
The seven devils or seven heads of the dragon in the
Akkadian myths of creation are born in the mountains of
sunset, which shows the same natural gencsisin the physical
phenomena. They had their birthplace where the sun went
down. At the same place, in the west, the Egyptiana
stationed the great crocadile that swallowed down the lights,
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the sun, moon and stars, as they set each night, in the wide-
open jaws of darkness. Hence the crocodile was an ideograph
of the swallowing darkness, and of earth, or the waters below
called the abyss ; and the tail of the crocodile remained in
the Egyptian hieroglyphics as the sign of Kam; that is, of
blackness or darkness.

The earliest mode of representing the eternal alternation of
external phenomena, called night and day, or darkness and
light, is to be found in the universal myth of the Twin
Brothers, imperfect versions of which may be found in the
legends of Cain and Abel, and Esan and Jacob. In this myth
the dark and the day are born twins of the Great Mother,
and these brothers are portrayed as being at enmity with each
other and in conflict before their birth, as are the darkness
and the light at dawn. They fight one another in the effort
to get born first. This becomes the well-known struggle for
the birthright. Far more perfect versions of the same mythos
are extant among the Blacks of Australia, the red Indians of
America, and the Bushmen and Hottentots of Africa; more
perfect because simpler, nearer to naturd, and less moralized,

Naturally, the devil of darkness was the first divinity,
becanse the dark power is primal. When it came to
worshipping, or rather to propitiating, it was the dark power
that dominated, because this struck terror and elicited fear.
—* Primos in orbe deos fecit timor.”

The origin of good and evil in the nature of man, con-
sidering him as a being of flesh and spirit, and as the personal
embodiment of two opposite principles, assumed to have an
automatic or spontaneous tendency toward good, on the part
of the one, which is enpposed to originate in the epirit, and
the other to originate in the flesh, as a natural antagonist, is
traceable to the most primitive interpretation of the duality,
called good and evil, in external phenomena, which was con-
tinued in the mental and moral, and lastly in the psycho-
theistic phase.

In Egypt, the old devil of darkness, as Sut-Typhon or
Sevekh, the crocodile-headed divinity, acquired a soul, as the
crocodile or dragon constellation in the planisphere, whose
casting out of heaven is described in the Book of Revelation,
and in the Persian Bahman Yasht, where Sut or Sevekh, the
Dragon, that old serpent, is identified as Satan, the eternal
adversary of souls, just as it is in the * Ritual of the Dead.”

Thus the devil that first rose up in revolt as the natural
darkness, called the “ Dragon of the deep,” the rcbel against
the light-God was transformed into a supposed spiritual
beings, the vice-Dieu of the dark, who in the Christian
scheme is still considered to be tha superior power of the two,
or if their dominion be equally divided, he is supreme below,
a8 the light-God is above—just as it had been from the
beginning. And finally, our theology has made the primal
shadow of physical phenomena substantial in the mental
sphere, and from the external darkness of that beginning,
extracted and internalized the devil in the end.

The mythical devil was pretty much dying out until it was
revived and sublimated by the theology of Luther and Calvin.
The Romish Church did not deify the devil, as the Pro-
testants have done. She was better acquainted with the
tradition of his creation and the earthly nature of his char-
acter, and the devil of the Middle Ages is a poor devil
enough, without grandeur or terror! A very fallen intel-
ligence indeed whom Romish saints ean tweak by the nose
with red-hot tongs, or the simplest countrymen have
cunning enough to outwit. Instead of the arch-enemy of
God and man, majestic in his dark divinity, infernally
inspired, he has become a grotesque image ; the story-teller’s
figure of fun, on a par with the giants of our nursery lore
whom the clever redoubtable little Jack always gets the
better of. Indeed both devil and giant, as well as serpent
and dragon, had one common origin, and the orthodox Satan
is, after all, the popular monster of mythology.

The Satan of sacerdotal belief, then, is not a being for God
or man to kill, but an effigy in shoddy that only wants to be
ripped up to show you that it is stuffed with saw-dust,

What on earth, or in another place, will we do without old
Satan? What will become of those who are so virnlent by
nature for the Calvinistic sulphur, if there is no brimstone
there, and they have passed ont of this life with their itch
for hell red-hot upon them, and there is no Old Seratch
after all ?

One would like to believe in just a little hell, for their dear
sake! There is devil enough, however, only of other kinds
than the one we have played with.

The devil and the hell of my creed, consist in that natural
Nemesis which follows on broken laws. and dog the law-

breaker in spite of any belief of his, that his sins and their
inevitable results can be so cheaply sponged out, as he has
been misled to think through the shedding of blood.

Ours is the devil of heredity, working in two worlds at
once. Ours is a far more terrible way of realizing the here-
after, when it is brought home to us, in conerete fact, whether
in this life or the life to come, than any abstract idea of hell
can afford. For example :—

In the olden days when immortals were said to come visibly down ;

Thor;'w:nta youth with an angel through the gates of an Eastern
wi.

They passed a dog by the roadside, where dead and rotting it lay,

And the youth at the ghastly odour, sickened and torned away.

He gathered his robes about him, and hastily hurried thence ;

But naught annoyed the angel's clear, pure, immortal sense.

By came a lady, lip-luscious, on delicate, mincing feet;

All the place grew glad with her presence, the air about her aweet.

For she came in fragrance floating, and her voice most silvery rang,

And the youth, to embrace her beauty, with all his being sprang.

A sweet, delightsome lady, and yet the legend saith :

The angel, while he passed her, shuddered and held his breath.

Only think of a fine lady, who in this life has been wooed
and flattered, sumptuously clad and delicately fed, for whom
the pure, sweet air of heaven had to be perfumed as incense,
and the red rose of health had to fade from many human
faces to blossom in the robes she wears, and every sense had
been most daintily feasted, and her whole life sammed up in
one long thought of self! Think of her finding herself in
the next life a spiritual leper, & walking pestilence, a personi-
fied disease—a sloughing sore of this life, which the spirit
has to get rid of, an excrescence of this life's aelfishness, at
which all good spirits stop their noses, and shudder when
they come near! Don't you think if she realized that as a
fact, in time it would work more effectually than much
preaching ?

You have been amused with a doily-devil long enongh,
whilst inside of you, and ontside of you, and all round about
you, the real devil is living, working with a most infernal
activity, and playing the very devil with this world of ours
—not an ideal, but the devil in reality.

The moment we recognise evil, and have acquired the

i of its exi , the responsibility becomes
ours. Here is something to be turned into good—a devil to
be converted.

Our science grasps with its transforming hand—
Makes real, half the tales of fairy land;

It turns the deathliest fetor to perfume;

1t gives decay new life and rosy bloom ;

It changes filthy rags to virgin white;

Makes pure in spirit, what was foul to sight.

We burn the darknesa and the density out of earthy mat-
ter, and transfigure it into glass which we can see through.
We are here to apply a similar process of annealing to onr
dense, unexcavated, earthy humanity, so that the light from
heaven may shine through it purely. We are here to try
and clear away the visible causes of obstruction which have
been bequeathed to us by ages on ages of horrible ignorance,
and not look forward helpleesly to their being burned out of
human souls by an eternity of hell fire, or backwards for a
salvation supposed to have taken place some eighteen cen-
turies ago, but which is no nearer now than it ever was on
the terms set forth by orthodox teachings.

The Creator intends to show us that humanity is one, and
the family are more than the individual member; and if we
do not accept the revelation lovingly, do not take the fact
kindly ; then it is flashed upon us terribly by lightning
of hell, if we will not have it by light of heaven, and the
poor neglected scum and canaille of the nations rise up
mightily in the strength of disease, and prove the oneness of
bumanity by killing you with the same infection, or burn
down your cities in the name of eternal justice.

I have been described by the American prese as a thorongh-
going materialist, because I was against the false pretensions
of words, and am trying to get a foothold in things. Who
does know anything of God in the domain of things, or who
has any right to pretend to know, or to be paid a salary for
g’e:le;ding to know anything of God personally or a personal

o

I assert that atheism is sometimes, and in some natures,
the nece revolt of the most inner consciousness against
the abortion called a God. They shut their eyes altogether
to get rid of a representation so unsightly and nuworthy, and
better is such blindness than much false seeing.

I seldom use the name of God myself in speech or in
writing now, it has been so long taken in vain, 80 profaned
by the orthodox blasphemers, so degraded as a brand ang
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hall-mark, made use of to warrant the counterfeit wares that
are passed off upon the ig t and ting, who
think them genuine, g0 long as they are stamped with that
name.

I do not trouble about the other world at all ; it is for this
world that people need to be saved. Life is not worth living
if we are not doing something towards helping on the work
of this world. It is only in helping others that we can truly
help ourselves. It is only when we pass ont of the domain
of self, that the unseen helpers can steal in upon us. The
priests keep the lying farce of insisting that man is a fallen
creature, and persist in preaching their doctrine of his degra-
dation and damnation in order that the people may go to
them to be saved, and pay well for it!

This preaching of what is called Christianity to get a Sun-
day sensation ount of it—this plunging of the theological
poker red-hot into your seventh-day dose of spiritual flip to
give it zest—this using of hell fire as a persuader, after the
manner of the furnace heated beneath the turkeys to make
them dance to music played in quick time—this weekly
whipping of the devil ronnd the stump, is, as the Americans
say, pretty well © played out.”

In future I say, men will not look upon it as a sacred duty
to herd together on purpose to praise and glorify their God,
one day in geven, with their psalm of conceit :—

¢ Lot all creation hold its tongue ;

Whilst I uplift my Sunday song ™" ;
lest being a jealous Grod, he should blight their harvest, or
peradventure burst the boiler of the excursion train! Nor
will they form leagnes, religious or otherwise, on purpose to
think alike, and make all other people think the same. It is
a farce, a pitiful one, not a langhable one, for you to pray for
(3od to do by miracle for the kingdom of heaven to come,
when you are doing all you can all your lives to prevent its
coming, or doing nothing to hasten its coming. It is the
sheerest mockery of Giod and man! Yon were sent here to
create the kingdom, to work it out by living that law of love
proclaimed as laying down the life in love for others, and the
very reason why the kingdom does not come, and cannot
come, is because you stand in the way of its coming; and
you, and all who think and act as you do, praying for the
kingdom to come, must be awept out of the way, in order
that it may come. Get up from your knees and work for
it! Take your weapon in hand, and fight for it! Turn
fiercely on the devil that dogs our own footsteps, and rescue
those that fall by the way, and succumb to the powers that
make for evil ; turn on the devil, not theoretically, but prac-
tically ; having ascertained the work that remains to be done,
turn on the devil—not singly, but associated together for
doing, instead of believing, and talking, and praying for God
to do.

God does not want us to be fear-bound and devil-driven
slaves ; not beasts in blinkers, forever proded by the goad of
sheer and sharp necessity, and blind obeyers of His sternest
laws that go grinding on willy-nilly, but seers and intelli-
gent interpreters of His will, and sharers in His life and love,

The reason, then, why God does not kill the devil, is be-
cause man has unconsciously created or permitted all that is
the devil finally ; and here or hereafter he has to consciously
destroy his own work, or the errors of his own ignorance ; not
man, the individual, merely, but man as part of the pact of
universal humanity. Not man as mortal simply, but as an
immortal, standing up shoulder to shoulder, and marching
onward, step by step, with those who are our elders in im-
mortality, and who still unite with us, and lend a hand to
effect in time the not inscrutable, but slowly unfolding pur-
poees of the eternal.

The augmentative portions of his address deserved the
closest attention, and it was paid by the intelligent auditors,
who listened carefully for every word as it fell from his lips.
His humorous sallies were highly appreciated, and the most
hearty applause was accorded him at every opportunity,
although he passed steadily on, almost unmindful of the
cheering demonstrations.

Mr. Massey's subject for Sunday, April 18, is “ Man in
search of his Soul ; and how he found it."”

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.

Opexsiaw : Mechanics' Institute, Pottery Lane, April 11.—In the
morning Mr. Tetlow's controls answered six questious from the audi-
ence in agrand and eloquent manner.  The subject in the evening was,
“The Church: its relation to Religion.” The Church has no religion:
it is continually changing and turning from true religion. It bas

invented and applied all kinds of tortures to effect its own ends and
repress religious progress, yet the Cliurch takes the credit of upholding
religion. It ia * theology " which the Church upholds, and not
truth and facts nupon which true religion alone can be based. Religion
needs no church @ it thrives best by the fireside. The Church confessed
its kness in its opposition to Spiritualism, which courted free
inquiry, and thereby professed its faith in truth, which the Church
could not. The Church would use forco to repress Spiritualism to-day
if it dared. The modern mind has gone beyond the tyrannical
boundaries of ehurchal doctrines and methods., The only true religion
is obedience to the divine principle within humanity. Both services
were ively li 1 to by good andi —April 10.—Mrs. Gregg
gave a suceessful entertainment, which was a satisfaction to all.—Con.

Herrox-te-Hore: Miners' Old Hall, April 11.—Mr. Wi, West-
garth gave a highly-esteemed lecture on * Christianity a failure, and
the reason Why.”" He made references to the many different religions,
and contrasted them with Christianity, but the latter had made moro
mysteries, and caused more blood to be shed than any other religion on
the face of the earth. In fact he gave us a thorough historical sketeh
of these religions, On Good Friday we will hold our fifth anuual
Tea and Entertainment, in the Miners' New Hall, when the following
prices will be charged for both: gentlemen 9.1, ladies 61.. children
under 12, 84. A cordial invitation is extended to all friends and
societice.—Jonx Privene, 3, Downs Square, Hetton Downs,

Neweastue: Northumberland Hall, April 11.—In the morning, Mr.

J. 8. Schutt replied to questions, The Soeratic method to many
Spiritualists is most popular, and has been much resorted to in late
years; espocially in the North of England during the palmy days of
Mr. J. J. Morse ; much interest was excited by the unique thought-
heories 1 hed by his controls. It is not too much to say that Mr,
Schutt's inspirers also excel on the sane lines, the questions covering
large ranges of thought, reflected credit on both disciples and teachers,
and the views expressed will afford ample mental sustenance for some
tima to come. The evening subject was * Life versus Death.” The
1 P ded by arg to point out the impossibility of death
as a principle. In the wide realm of nature such a eatastrophe was un-
kuown. P of tati h ized exi not only
in the physical but y in the spi —Alderman
Barkas lectured for the cighth time in the afternoon on “ Satarn and
his marvellous rings,” to a good andi The Spiritualists of New-
castle will remember Bunday last as a real argosy laden with golden
thoughts.—W. H. Rosrvsox, Hon. Sec.

Seexxymoon: Central Hall, April 11.—Mr. Hills lectured twice on
Sanday, owing to Mr. Walker disappointing us. In the afternoon, our
president, Mr. Pickford, read from Hudzon Tuttle's * Arcana of Spiri-

lism.”" [nthe ing, the | dwelt ehiefly upon the principles
and teachings of Spiritualism; showing wherever they had been
accepted with careful investigation, they had proved a boon to their
recipients. He urged his hearers not to rely upon what he said, but to
form a circlo beneath their own roof with their own family: not to
admit any interloper; by doing so they would prove to their satisfiction
the realities of so grand a religion.—Seo.

Maxcuesten: Temperance Hall, Tipping Street, April 11.—Mr.
Simkine presided ; Mrs. Gregg spoke on “ The Book of Life,” shewing
that our motives are reeordoti in our book of life; that by obeying the
di of it it is possible to make that book worth looking at.
Spirit dings were described at the close.. Mr. Jones presided in
the evening, and Mrs. Gregg gave a child the spirit name, * Victor,”
using flowers instead of water. Her subject was « The Saviour of the
world.”” All must work out their own salvation. The audience was
most attentive, Spiri dings were again described. —G. Hiut,
92, Branswick Street, Ardwick Green.

Fruuse: Park Road, April 11.—Mr. Sand pened the meeting
with a short account of matter passing through matter. Mr. Meeks
gave an address on the history of medicine for the last three centuries,
and dress reform. He described the constituents of drug medicines,
and urged his h to them, and depend for health on living
in accordance with the laws of nature. When diseased, nature’s
remedies were more efficacious than artificial mineral preparations.  He
spoke strongly against the habit of tight-laciug, peinting out its
dangerous effects on the devotees of fashion. The andience showed
their appreciation of the lecture by their close attention, Mr. Mecks
is a deep-thinking and earnest worker.—Jas, Siuumons, Sec., 15, Wesley
Terrace.

Devoxponr : 98, Fore Street, April 11th.—In the morning the con-
trols of Mr. Tozer gavea very telling address, basing their remarks on
the words, * Forward ! the day is breaking " ; giving one and all frosh
courage to go forward and proclaim those everlasting traths, which will
in time free man from thoss fetters which bind him ; explaining to those
present the great benefit they would derive by unfolding those talents
which God has endowed them with. In the evening we had again the

1 listening to the Is of Miss Bond, taking fur their sub-

i d pedad

Spirit

I of
-ject the  Life Hereafter."—Hox, Sko.

Lrtoesten : Silver Street, April 11.—The guides of our worthy P're-
sident, Mr. J. Bont, delivered a very interesting and instruetive address,
to a good and sympathetic audience, on Lam., iii., 26 © God's plan of Sal-
vation." Their teaching was, that we must not depend upon the creeds
or beliefs of any denominatiou for salvation, but each person mnst work
it out for himself hers or hereafter.—C. P.

Ketaurey : April 11.—Mr. T. Postlethwaite attended as substitute
for Mrs. Britten. MHis subjects were * The Soul of Man,” and « Spiri-
tualism, what is it?"” They were excellent discourses, attentively lis-
tened to. They cannot be epitomised : to be appreciated they must ba
listened to. Nine clairvoyant deseriptions were given, all of them re-
cognised.—A  Cank.

Crourorn (High Peak): April 11.—The usnal services were held :
morning 11 o'clock, eveuing, 6.30. Morning subject, * Our present
Religious, Social, and Political aspecta”; evening, a secriptural text,
Mr. Walker's guides dealt with both subjects in a masterly wanner.
The seeds sown hy Mrs, Groom twelve months ago have taken good
root.—R. J. Oran.

Heywoon: Argyle Buildings, April 11.—J. R. B., of Oldham, was
controlled in our circles, afternoon and evening, and gave several
indi of spirit p , which wera recoguised.—Ggo. Prin, Sec.
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MR. H. J. TAYLOR AT BRADFORD.

Upper Addison Street, April +—DMr. Taylor, of Millom, was the
medium, and the guides took for their subject « The duties of man.”
In opening they said: Have we in our lives up to the present asked

Ives the question: Are we reponsible beings, have we a duty to
perform in life, have we ever sought the way whereby we can fulfil that
duty? Looking at the world at large and the human family, what do
we find? They are dependent instead of being independent indivi-
duals, Mlind to the facts of their own ability ; thus smouldering out a
life of misery, Where we find an exception to this rule, duty shows to
man what Dature has been capable of revealing to him through his
senses, talents, and reasoning powers, opening the way by which he
should show to the world that which was hisduty. Explaining the duty
of the father to the children, that by precept and example they might
sce, as he had seen ; thus sowing the seed which would ere long develop,
that which was his spiritual surroundings. Hand in band together the
mortal and the immortal attributes of man trod that path of duty, to
feel that he was an instrument of use in the great machiner life
and of spirit, defining the duties of this life and the b way to
immortality.

In the evening the title of the lecture was * Evolution.” We were
informed that the earth took up an invisible form, not 6,000 years back,
Lut millions and billions of years back. Looking at the earth in an
invisible form, it is only natural that we should ask ourselves the ques-
tion: What is the earth? 'I'he earth being thrown off the sun at this
elafe,thu lectric force ting or coming from the sun, so trausposed
and changed that vap to a solid substance or fire. By
the action of the negative and p force of electricity it I
convulsed so, that the fire was attracted inwards, and the waters ex-
pelled outwards ; the earth formed land and water, which by its rotary
motion was productive of night and day; and thus produced atmos-
pheric surroundings. Circulating the waters over the lands, by atmos-
pheric p they § i life, vegetable and animal. From the
midst of this variety of life springs man, only classified with the animal
kingdom ; devoid of soul and spirit, living only to receive his sustenance
as the other species from day to day. At this epoch or change to
which the earth b bjected, man received that which was a
baptism of reason, to be capable of judging what his surroundings
were, and to arrange his own plans, relating unto that which was his
relationship to life in its various forms. Evolved from that which had
been, man felt that he above all other species a pre-eminence,
and that his position on the face of the earth was more of the repre-
sentative character. From one period to another, man witnessed the
development of the various species of animal life, s0 as to apply them
to his own use, by which he might more fully grasp, that which was the
development of theearth. Creation to him was of everyday occurence.
The extreme distance existing betwixt the positive and negative forces;
the positive p 1 a predomi which was productive of vol
cruptions, clearly defining the cause of the various strata that originally
were at one time the surface of the earth, and he, the eye witness,
knpew that it was the law of creation. Evolved from this condition,
nan's reasoning powers increased, o as to feel and to know that there
was a cause that was productive of the effects through which he had
passed, and hence the soul of man found that which was a cause, as his
Creator and Sustainer. His spiritual attributes were the outcome of
these facts, and feeling himself dependent upon that Cause worshipped
the sources from whence he had come, thereby setting up for himself
the attributes of God as the definite luler aud his Creator. The
history that we have obtained through theclogy proves, not that man
has fallers, but that lie has ever been a progressive being, but through
the various periods of history, man's advance being emitted or evolved
from that which was of a cruder nature, revealing to him the source by
which the laws of nature are capable of defining to him that which is
useful and elevating. The cravings of his spirit to know more fully
what the laws of his sur dings were, brought into that he
might adore them, as part of himself, they being immutable, unchange -
able, and he being dependent oo them. Reason inereasing or growing,
his spirit culminating, thus applied them not only for his own use but
for the general developinent of his fellow man, and for the social unity
of all Iife. At this juncture of man's existence the manifestations
phyeical and spiritual created such a diversity of operations and facts
which defined the tenure of man's life, hence the various sects and
creeds sprang into existence, and men began to differ as to their rights
and privileges ; contentions, anarchy, rebellion, dissention were set in
motion, of which the difficulties that are now experienced are the out-
come. Period after period through which man has evolved has more
fully defined man's relationship to the Deity, causing man to seek more
fully that which is not the lifs that is, but the life | ft Here

Jensey: April 4.—Woe are at presellt holding only one regular cirele
but we hope t;:i'lbeahle to mume!t'.ha other shortly. 1t has been thought
desirable to re-organise our circle and conduct it on different lives from
those we have hitherto followed, and we hope by this course to attract a

higher class of controls, and while benefitting the bers g v

aford i d p ion to our medi We are in the positiou of

mont developing circles, in that our sitters bring with them differentand
Lt 1 Natde al FREpR lly until these el

are
blended—if they can be blended—we must remain in statu guo. Would
that every person who desires to sit at n%irit circles could only recognise
their linal daty, self-purificati he ity for this was ably
explained by Mr. Burns during his recent visit, but the great difficulty
is that each thinks the advice admirably suits the condition of his
ighbour, but pharisaically forgets to apply it to himsell. We would
strongly impress the absolute ity for self- ination upon e
investigator so that our circles may become in very deed * spiritual
feasts."—MurTus 1§ Panvo.

Laxcastes: Athenmum, April 11.—The controls of Mr. Bwindlehurst
gave very eloguent and scientific di on *If thought be the
product of the brain's activity, what is that which wills such activity ? "
and “The Educational Aspect of Modern Spiritualism.,  Fair
audiences seemed highly gratified.—Fenausoy.

Brackuury: New Water Street, April 11.—In the afternoon, Mr. A,
D). Wilson answvered questions seut up by the andience, some of which
were of a very intricate nature, but answered to the entire satisfaction of
the interrogators. ‘The evening's discourse was on * The Priest and the
Prophet.” The address was intensely interesting, the controls beau-
tifully showing how in all ages of the world the power and influence of
the priest had always been exercised in keeping the masses of the
people in a state of spiritual darkness. Lut the prophet had been an
entirely opposite person, These had always been found on the side of
the people, to whom they had endeavoured to give spiritual light,
knowledge and truth.—W. M.

Lavespoor, : Daulby Hall, April 11.—Mrs. Butterficl:l conducted the
services, morning and evening, The evening lecture was an exposition
of the laws of health, phyuiu]lzfy and phrenology ; being ably dealt with,
shewing why we differ mentally, morally, and physically.—Lvoevy.—
Mr. J. nt paid us a visit last Sunday, and addressed some sound
counsel to the members. The officers and members meet every Friday
evening for singing practice, under the guid of Mr. H. grid‘ltou.
We have formed a class for the study of Psychology, to meet every
Thursday. At our weekly meeting on Monday night, Mr. Bishop, from
Skipton, spoke on * Healing." Ho detailed some remarkable cases of
cures by i and illustrated practically how to form, conduet,
and successfully carry out a healing circle,—D. Cossox, Sec.

Gurassow : 2, Carlton Place, April 11.—Mr. Wallis's guides spoke on
“ The actual and the real,” at the morning seance, which was well at-
tended. They showed that man was more than a mere thinking animal,
& centrestance of force, a jons r ing being, | ing these
essential qualities, the powers of which he is called upon to exercise.
They said, * it was an quality,” but through all
changes personality still exists. The cause of man's igoorance of his
qualities was owing to the fact that we live more in the sphers of
wsense”’ than the spiritual, A question was asked: Ought the Bible
to be taught in our public schools? The guides not only condemned
the teaching of the Uible, but the whole system of our education. They
said it was not teaching, it was ing. The gard with his
flowers did not force a lily to grow where a violet should be, but put
each in its own place, and under the best possible conditions and care,
Not so with the education of child Their qualities and tendenci
were totally ignored, consequently, instead of cultivating and develop-
ing the latent qualities of the mind, they were crushed and destroyed.
“ Lightheart" controlled, and described the presence of spirit friends,
some of which were recognised. The evening public lecture was fairly
attended, Mr. John Griffin in the chair, who made a few remarks on
* What use is Spiritualism ?"  The guides of Mr. Wallis lectured on
* What are the principles and institutions caleulated to advance man-
kind to the highest possible degree of happiness?” This undoubtedly
has been among one of the finest and most eloquent addresses yet de-
livered by the guides, and although it was one of the most profound
and far-reaching subjects that d bly have been chosen, yet the
controls scarcely left an institution of the present time, without touching
upon it, and showing the false foundations upon which they were built.
'litauy asked : How can man attain the highest possible degrees of hap-
piness if one single member of soclety is neglected ? No more than
your physical body can be healthy and sound, if your biyg toe, the lowest
member of that body, is out of order. 'I'he audience thoroughly ap-

another epoch aawns upon his reason, and he sces as he bas never seen
before, besides that which has been given unto him as natural, now
through it and from it is evolved the demonstrated facts, that he is a
spiritual being, is closely related to that which is immortality, thus
showing him that the physical operations through which he has passed
are the counterpart of that which is spiritual. Thus proving to him
the continuity of change, by the forces of the laws that have governed
in the various periods of his experience, his own capability of building

d the lecture which was shown by their frequent applause.—
Axpuew Drovsoxp, Hon, Sec.

Leeos: Oriel Hall, April 4.—Mr. R. L. Fearbey delivered an excel-
lent address on  This our day.” The lecturer thought there was an
affinity between the fate of nations and religions. They were alike
subject to a period of almost universal success and prosperity, succeeded
by a period in which they were subject to dissolution and decay. Im
our day we had witnessed the period when Christianity had reached its

up a superstructure embodying that which is the physical i
to carry with him an individuhlity of that which is spiritual. Showing
distinetly that, one law evolving from ther, ion is i

for the specific purpose of more clearly defining the Author, Creator
and Maker of matter and spirit. Proving that to man evolution is per-
petual and eternal, and with it his soul and spirit must flow on like a
river towards the ocean of the source from whence it has come.

190, 8t. Stephen's Read, Bradford. W. Bextuer,

—_——

Mivpruesporoves : Granville Rooms, Newport Hoad, April 11.--Mr
Eales' guides spoke in the evening on * What has Spiritualism done for
H ity 2" "They ridiculed the notion that modern civilization is due
to theological teachings, which have ever been opposed to the progress
of man. Spiritualism came prepared to build up a sacred edifice, 1. e.,
the temple of God, which could only be done by man earnestly striving
to live in compliance with the laws of his being.—R. H. Kxeesuaw.,

L state of perft and had folfilled its mission, and we were
now witnessing the gradual decay and breaking up of that system. We
were in a greal transitional period. The old-world errors were being
laid low. Christianity had had eig centuries to work revolutions,
but instead of pioneering the ages of progress, it has acted as a menace
to intellectual unfoldment.  The chic# causes of its decline were be-
cause it had tried to crush Reason and arrest the progress of Science,
and because the piety it tried to cultivate was inharmonious with refined
and high sentiment. Our day required more than myths and legends ;
it reguired truths and realities.  Goethe had said that “ the day was
not known by the day.” This wasa me adwission of pastinfir-
mities. This age, lhowever, must belie the .adage of the German
philosopher, by fully realizing its day,and the things that belong unto
its peace. In the evening the lecturer spoke on * The Child's Religion,"*
which he treated with his usual ability.  We are looking forward with
pleasurable feclings to Mr. Fearbey's next visit,as he is becoming a
;ery popular speaker with those outside of Spiritualism.—I. Bovme,

ec,
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Bariey Cann: April 11.—The spirit-guides of Mrs. Ingham spoke
to a full hall on * Cause and Effect.” The remarks were well received.
Sub 1y “ Pat" d control, and add d the audi in

Warwortn: 83, Boyson Road, April 7.—Usual weekly circle, very
good results.—April 11 —Mr. J. A. Butcher, under control, delivered an

his usual and vigorons style, keeping all in good hnmour by his witty
remarks. and “hits™" on the shams of to-day. He spared no class who
did not try to do right. A certain class of Spiritoalists came in for a
share of warm criticism, which, if effective, the Cause will be much
better for. Latter on she gave afew clairvoyant descriptions, which,
with one exception, were recognised. —ALFrep Krrsox.

Exeren: The Mint, April 11.—Mr. Orville Pitcher favoured us with
a discourse, taking for his subject Shakespeare’s well-known words, ** All
the world's a stage.” Life with all its joys and sorrows: who can
fathom its mysteriesand its ultimate ?  As Spiritualists we look forward
1o the time when we shall better underatand its issues. Then we have
the social aspects, in which cast and class influence has its sway, as bad
as in India. This must be thrown off, and the universal tie lrought to
the front. Man has always had the religious side of life; but instead of
developing self, has been tanght to look to others, dwarfing his mind
and keeping down the higher aspirations. This is only a school house
in which we must all play our part well, and thus earn the * well done "
of the great Father God, who rules the great issues of life eternal.
A cordial vote of thanks was conveyed to the sp for his kind

ddress upon * God and Man, their relationship to each other.” The
address was one of the best we have ever had : rull of eloguence, imagery
and persuasion. [t would be impossible to give a short sketch of it, as
every portion was so beautifully linked together that to ptto do
so wonld simply destroy its beauty. 1 only hope that Mr, Butcher will
be able to place his powers at the services of Spiritualism, for certainly
through his instrumentality as a trance sp=aker (eloquent and powerful
to a high degree) an impetus will be given to Spiritualism in this por-
tion of London which it has not yet received.—J. Verren, See.

511, Kixastaxp HRoap: near ton Junction, April 11.—Meeting
very harmonious. Mr. Walker, under control, delivered an address
upon * The Religion of the Future.” He traced the development and
progress of religion in the past, and showed that the religion of the
future would be one of truth and love, which would draw all mankind
into its fold. At the close the control gave a well-constructed poem,
« Jesus," and “ A Song of Liberty.” Mise May's control followed with
an address on the * Influence of the spirit-world upon min." She said
we all have a number of spirits around us, and that we are all more or
!en: influenced by them. Dut it depends upon ourselves whether that

inspeaking to us.  In reply Mr. Pitcher said he bad visited the three
great continents, and had deeply studied the graat subject in which we
were 0 deeply interested. And its recent growth showed how deeply
it had taken root, and is maturing for future greitness.—R. Suernesop,
Hon. Sec.

Norru Sietps: 6, Camden Street, April 11.—In the morning one
of our local mediums spoke on * Christianity has not been a failure.”
In the evening Mr. J. G. Grey spoke on two subjects, given by the au-
dience, ** The Spiritnal Sphere,” and “ The immortality of the Soul.”
It is unnecessory for we to say that the above subjects were dealt with

in a masterl, . and d to give theg —0On
Monday am‘{Tue-d.ly evenings we had addresses by Mr. J. 8, Schutt ;
the subject on Monday evening was, * Life and Death,” which was
listened to with rapt ion by a large and intelligent audience, there

being present a number of orthodox friends. The Tuesday's subject
was :—Christianity, Atheism, and Spiritualism: which is the most
natural 2" These three phases were compared and contrasted in a most

dmirabl and elicited the appl of the audi A num-
ber of questions were answered at the close of each address.

West Hanrueroon: Druils' Hall, Tower Street. April 11,—We were
somewhat disappointed by the non. d of Mr. J. 8cott, Hetton,
but had two able substitutes in Messrs. Ashman and Wardell, the
former commenting on Judges, xiii., showing very clearly that in l:fgaue
ages communications were received, and doubts were entertained similar
to those of the present age. Mr. Wardell followed with a stirring
address showing the absurdity of many theologians who denounce the
manifestations that are taking place in this our 19th century, they
ignoring the fact that the bible contain many accounts of spirit inter-
course which they cannot deny. At 6.30, the guides of Mr. Ashman
pamed a child, at the same time advising the nts to check every
tendency to evil, but encouraging every good action and thought, which
lead to ultimate happiness through life. He then spoke on * Food for
the Millions."—W. Baven, Cor. See.

Bumsney: £t. James's Hall, April 11.—Mrs. Yarwood spoke afier-
noon and evening to good audi giving clair at the close of
each lecture, which ed very clear and successful. One of her con-
trols, © Old Joe,” amused the audience with his groff and dry sayinge,
in broad coal-pit language.—The committee have arranged for a concert,
asort of * free and easy,” to be held in the reading room every Satuor-
day evening, which is intended to keep the birgs of a feather more
together.—The third quarterly meeting of members was held on
! day, when the y
which proved to be in a very flourishing condition —Jor Moon, Sec.,
11, Rectory Road,

TRocupave: Marble Works, April 11.—In the afternoon the andience
chose for Mr. Bowmer's guides, * Spirit circles and the laws of Medium-
ship,” upon which a very instructive address was given. In the even-
ing the audience chose, * What becomes of man after Death?” In
reply an explicit address was given which was thoroughly understood.
Four delineations of ch and spirit lings were given. Mrs.
Booth could see the control of the speaker.—E, WoobraLL.

Mivtoyn (Cumberland): April 11.—The guides of Mr. Condon, from
Barrow, gave a very interesting discourse on the * Irish Question,” the
subject being chosen by the andience. Again in the evening Mr.
Condon’s guides did good work in replying to the Rev. Mr. Ackworth:
“ I Spiritualism a d ble, blasph doctrine.” We should
have been very pleased to have had the Rev. gentleman with us, to
hzar what the spirit world had to say to his ungentlemanly expression.
At the close of the discourse a few questions were asked, which were
answered in a satisfactory manner.  After the reply to the questions,
Mrs. Taylor's guides gave a very beautiful poem on * Spiritual Gifts.”
—Wu, Tysox, Sec.

Rocupane: 28, Blackwater Street, April 11.—Mr. Taft drew good
audiences. He was accompanied by Mr. Heaton, who as usual did

luable healing perfi The thanks of Rochdale Spiritualists are
due to him.

Pesouerox : Town Hall, April 11.—Mrs. Groom gave two splendid
id to lar; di : Bubj * Charity,”" and ** Man, a Spirit,
and his destiny,” which gave great watisfaction, Mrs, Groom gave
several clairvoyant descriptions, and impromptu poems: * Just over
there,” and * The Grand Old Man," whfch was highly commented on.
—C.

Oupmast; 176, Union Street, April 11.—Mrs. Crossley, of Halifax,
gave a nice address, and eleven clairvoyant descriptions in the afternoon,
uine owned, she gave advice to several persons. The discourse in the
evening was on * Spiritualism and its Teaching.”” It was a rich spiritual
feast.  Lily," her little girl Indian guide, gave an account of what she
saw, concluding with nine descriptions to strangers, eight of which were
at once owned. Mrs. Crossley made on excellent impression, many
doecsllar;,ng they would try to know more about it.—J. Munray, President,

v placed before them the affairs of the Soclety, |

shall be for good or evil. We have the good and the bud
always surrounding ue; and, if we live an unspiritual life, undeveloped
spirits will have power over us and will urge us on; but if our lives
are pure and our aspirations good, then the angel-world will help us and
strengthen us in our good desires.—11. M.

# LIFE'S LITTLE DAY.”
A few short hours, a fleeting glance,—
And s0 we pass (rom mortal ken ;
A breath of life, blown here by chance,
Amid the busy haunts of men;
A vital spark of mystic birth,
Which looks around with dreamy eyes,
Returns again to mother earth,
And wondering dies.

A morning with a golden sun;
A mid-day radiant in his light ;
An evening, where the shadows come ;—
A day scarce born, and, lo! the night.
A dranght at Life's mysteri t :
A question, ** Where is Natare's God ? "
Ere comes the answer, we, unseen,
Itest "neath the sod.

Afar we stray from Altar's shrine,

Where millions sink on bended knee,
‘We know a Temple more sublime.

"I'here Heaven's light can enter free;
lo! yonder, where the setting sun

Bathes mountain-top with rays of gold,
We'll journey till, when day is done,

We reach the fold.

In valleys green, where soft winds blow,
And FFaith's Sun cheers men's troubled hearts
Ne'er rest the brave, who seek to know
What joys Truth to the soul imparts ;
But far above, where mgﬁad heighta
Majestic loom o'er land and sea,
We'll upwards climb, to pure delights,
Where souls are free.

The glories, oh! that greet the eve,

Which looks on earth stretched far below,
Or upward scans the star-lit sky,—

The heavens speak, their wonders show.
Presence Divine ! it is Thy Hand

Traces the conrse of worlds unknown,
Here in Thy radiant light we stand

On reason's throne.

O man! O myriad worlds in space !
From being do ve pass away

In dark oblivion—leave no trace,—
Exting d likea beam's ray,

The same as tho' ve ne’er had been,
Passed like a chord of musie rare,—

Naught but a bonndless void wherein
Worlds fade to air?

Ah! who ean say ?  We only know
We live, and living seems to be

Suffticient in itself, to show
To man his iinmortality :

The fairest world, the brightest sun,
Their course through countless ages roll,

Ere Nature's crowning work s done—
A human Soul.

Fair star of Hope on Life’s blue sky !

Dark <louds may hide thee for a time,
Yet will they pass, and, ere we die,

Upon onr hearts thy light will shine.
Paticnce ! so when our waning sight

Sees earth grown dim, in shadows grey,
Through Death’s veil may we see the light

Of Eternal Day.

Manchester. E. M. WayTe.

Paper, 1a., Cloth, 2s.
THE UBE OF SPIRITUALISM.
By 8. C. HALL, F.8.A.,, Editor of Art Journal, 42 years.
JAMES BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.
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THE SPIRITUALISTS' DIRECTORY.

MEETINGS, BUNDAY, APRIL 18th, 1886
LONDON,

SptmitoAL IxsTiToTios, 16, Southampton Row, at 7, Open Moetin
;.;ulmxu Towx: “n ﬂ:r:‘imlllslldi mh; JJKna.nn ah.m., Seance ;
axToN.—124, Hoxton Sireet, at
BuL, KiNostaxD Roam, (Near Dalston Junetion) at 1‘. Mr. Walker, ** The Minkstry of
Mediumship.'
ManyLERONK.—Regent's Hotnl, 31, Marylebone Road, Mr. J. Veiteh, * Spiritualism
Bome of Its Evidences.”
N.marom-ll. Prebond Street, Es-ex Road, Mr, Webster's Seance at 8. Friday ats,
FAnvINGTON, -s, Rundell Road, 8t. Peter's i‘ut, at 7, Mrs. Treadwell. Wednes-
an:l!{:l.r AssociaTion.—24, Harcoort Street, Marylebone Road, at 11, Conference.
Thursday, at 8, Mrs, hanl. Friday, at's, Mr. Dale,
BrurNey. —Hyn Aym 45, Jubiles Btreet, Cnmmerehlh‘.m airl‘ Walker. See Advt.
Urren HoLLowar. —Mrs. llmn. 148, Mar]mu;h Raad, Ii.oltmy Rd. Ses Advt,
WaLworre.—43, Boyson Road, at 7, Mr. R. H. Amluze. Addresa ; Mr, Raper,
Heallng. Wednesday, 8.15, Open Circle, Mr. Robson,
WEER NIGHTS,
BrIRITUAL l:lanmwn. 15, Southampton Row, at 8 o'clock :—
Monday, Hmn Medinm for !nmlm: languages.
Taeulay, Hr Tawns, Medium for Claicvoyance,
Wedneaday, Mr. J, Hoperoft, Clalrvoyance.
Thursday, Miss Gtﬂ[rby, Cllir\‘n)flal diagnosis and Advice,
Hormons.—AL Mr. Coffin’s, 13, Kingszate Street. Wednesday, .30, Mr. Webster,
69, Hoxton Blrut.—ﬂr. .Arm!um. Thursiay ot 8, Healing; Friday at 8, Trance,

PROVINCES.

Asmaroy CoruiEsy.—At 2and & pm. : No Information.

Bacre.—New Meeting loom, at 2.30 & 6.30: Mrs. Craven.

Bannow- - Fonwess.—s0, Cavendish smn at6.30: Mr. Proctor, Mr. Condon.

Rarier Caxe.—Town Street, 6.30 pm. : Mr. J. Armitage.

BeLres.—Leoture Room, Brookside, at 10.30 and 6,30 :

BixoLey.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 8 p.m. : Miss Bumner,

Brusinouas.—Oozells Street Bohools, ot 11 & 6.30 :

tanor AvogLaxn.—Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, at 9, Circlo; st 2.30 & 6.

Briokevry.—New Water Street : at 9,30, Lyceam ; at 2.30 & 6.30: No Information,

BowLing,—Spiritoal Tabernacle, Harker Street, at 2.30 & 6, Mrs. Hotler.

Bumw.—:splmulm. Chureh, Walton Street, Hall Lane, Wakefield Road, at 2.30
and 6, Misses Wilson and Cowling.

Oddfellows’ Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 & 6, Local,

Meeting Rooms, 448, Litlle i!m-wn Lane, al2.30 & 8, Miss Beetham,

Milten Rooms, Westgate, at 2.30 and 6: M Biley.

Uiper Addison Street, Hall Lane, Lyceum at 9.45; nl 2.30 & 6.30, Nr. Collins

rj
BrasLET. —:ll James’ Hlll, ll 2.30 and 6.30, Mr. J. 8, Bchuit. Tharsday, st 7.30,

Members' developing cirel
Campirr.—At Mrs, Cooper's, 60‘ le‘rmblon. st 6,30,

MLINGTON.—At Mr. J. Tiplady* ? 57, Bouth Terrace, at 6.30, Loecal.

Deenr.—At Mr. John Allen's, 28, York SM at 4 p.m.: Cirole
Devoxronr.—B8, Fore Street, at 11, Mr. Twr at 3, Clrele; at. .30, Miss Bond,
Exeren.—The Mint, at 10.45 at 8. an,
FuLrixg.—Park Hoad: at 8, Mrs. R, Poten and Mrs, J, SBanderson,
Pamnm..-—mwleh at 6.30, Local.

Lasgow, — 2, Carlton Place, Lyccum st 10.15; Members at 11.30; at 6.30,

Mr. Wallis, * Wlu\t s Blasphemy, and who are the Blasphomers 1™
Havirax.—1, H’indl.u Road, at 2,30 and 6, Mr, Postlethwalie, Mouday, st 7.30.
Haxwiv,—Mrs. Datson's, 41, Mollart Street, at 6.30; Wednesday, at 7.30 p.m.
Herrox.—Miners' Old Hall, at 5.30:

Herwoon.—Argyle B:lldln]l &t 2.30 & 6.16 : Mr, Standish,
HoppersrikLp.—Assombly Rooms, Brook Btreet, at 2.30 and 6, Mr. Hepworth.
JErsEY.—6H, Now Strect, and 4, Almorah Crescent, at 7. Woednesday, 7.30, Circles.
EKxrionLEy.—Lyeeum, Bast hr-d-. 2.30 and 6.30: Mrs. Ingham. 2lst, Mr. Taylnr
Laxcasten—Athenmum, St. Leonard's Gate, at 2.30 & 6.30, Mr, 3ch)

Lexpa. — Psychological Hall, Grove House Lane, baok of Bronswick l‘urrm, at

2.30 and 6.30: Mr. A. Morrell.

Orlel Hall, Cookridge Birect, at 2,30, & 8, No Information. Taoesday at 8,
LxicesTer.—3ilver Strect l.l.nll. at 11 & 6.30: Mr. Balnabary.
Liverrooi.—Daulny Hall, Daalby Street, London Road, at 11, and 8.30, Mr.

Farmer. Lyceom at ip m. Sec., Mr. Corson, 14, Dasi
Lowsstorr.—Dayhreak \'llh. Prince’s slml. Boooles Hoad, at 2.30 and 6. 30, Local.
MaocoLxarieLD.—Free Church, Paradise Street, 2.30. & 6.30: Rev A, Rushton.

Fence Stret, at 2.30 & 6,30 No Informaiion,

Mancuxster. — Temperance Hall, Tipping Btreet, Ardwick, 10,30 & 6.30, Mr.

‘W. Johnson.

Moot Rooms, N Road, st 10.30 &6.30, Mr. J. G. Grey.
Mr. Johnson's, Old Linthorp, at 6.30, Mr. Jno. Hutherford, * The Origin of
Religion, with special reference to Christianity."”
Moxer.—Mission Bmm Clumh s:ruu, at 230 ann 6: Mr. H. J. Tay

E-0n-T¥N Hall, High Friar sms.nsan. ‘Mr, J. A

‘{I i, Healing.

MR, W. M. BROWN (late Wesloyan L] Prescher), Tranee Bpeaker, 1, Back,

Davning street, Andwlck, Mancheste?

THOMAS UREENALL, Trance snd chlrro,-nl Medium, 241, Padibam Road,
Burnley . —Private by aged 9.

MRS, GROOM, 8t. Vincent Street, Ladywoad, B

200, irmingham.
MR. JOHN ILLING WORT H, ﬂlllltlelf, Cor. 8ee., Yorkshire District Committes.
P‘AH UEL PLACE, Trance Hwﬁ!r. 144, Charter Sl.ree! Manchester,
T. POSTLETHWAITE, Tnnu! and (;lllrmyanl. 5, W.lle‘rhn“e HStreet, Iwhdllu

MH, J. SWINDLEHURST, Spirital Teacher, 25, Hammond Streat, Pros
MH. J. B. TETL ’W. 1. Buﬁrd'l Street, Rnoml-la fail till Aug. 1886,
MR, A, D WILSUN, 3, Battinson Hoad, Halifax,

MK H, ABMITAGE, Inspirationsl and Tranoe
Gt James Slrut. 8t. John's Road, Hoxton,
ME. JOHN w.nl.z!li. Trance Hpeaker "and (.Ialrw;rnnt. u. Broomfield Place,

Lackbal
I.Ilassl,ﬁ'gkg; gl:mu, '!‘m;ct.t Gllail:ow;‘r_un!.? Horaby slzm Coppice, Oldham.
rroyant, Trance, ; l!uhmn atrist, $00 3t Li 1.
ME. CECIL HUSK, 29, S8cath Grove, Hye Lan 3’ o
MR. W. PROI..TOB Trance and Inspirational nullqm. 23, Bnu.n Beck, Dalton
In-Furness. Open for Bunday or week-lay sel
MR. J. F. FITTON, &, Cherry Valley, Glodwick, Uldhlm‘
M, YABWQUD Natural (..l-w»ymuud l’\lhll.o Speaker, Darton, Birnsley.
MU, J, 8, BCHUTT'S Bundays are occupied till June next; he would be glad ta
hold weok-night Sarvices. For terms, allress, Elllott Street, Siisden, ria Leeds,
MH. J{]ll’i €. MeDONALD, 1, Milton sum. Patricroft, Manchester. luspira-
Urator, Singer, Llntrmynm and Phrenologist.
B, PLAHT Trance and Clalrvoyant Medium, 7, Gfll‘fnn Btreet, Ellor Street,

Bl;:nlﬂ-. and Magnetie Healer,

Pendlet Manchester. (Open to prlnha engagements. )
MRS, FRAN.K TAYLOR, Inspirational Speaker, 23, Gouncll Btreet, Stntl\m!
Koad, Manchester. (Applications by letter only.)
Mll& HARDINGE-BRITTEN'S APPOINTMENTS. — All eaucelled doring
Lir. Britton's serious Hiness.— Address, the Limes, Humphrey Streot, C|

Hill, Manchester.,

Ml\ J. J. MORSE, Ivsrinationas TRANOK dFEaAxes, now on & spiritasl Mission
to Anerica, Australia, and New Zoaland. All letters to be sddressed care of
Cousy and Hiou, Bosworth Btreet, Boston, Mass , U.5.A.

MR. H. J. TAYLOR, Trance Medium, Delineator of Charaoter, &e., will be

lad to treat with Socletles for m‘-gﬂm!nu' or with persans for private
eonsultations, doring his Yorkshire toor. Ail 1o be add d ta
him at 190, 8t, Stephen’s Road, Bradford, untll farther noles,

R. E. W. WALLIS"S APPOINTMENTS. — April 18, Glasgow, * What iy

Blasphemy and who are ihe Hiasphemers? " April 28 & 26, Burnley; May 2,

Manchester ; 4, 6 & 6, Parkgate; 9, Bradford; 16, 23 & 30, Glasgow.. —Applhuuu
should be addressed to 50, Mnnm Raoad, Cnmhlli, Glasgow.

K. JOHN HOPCROFT, 3, Bt. Luke's Terracs, Canterbury Hoad, Kilbarn,
ranes, Clairvoysat and Psychometrist, is opea Lo receive invitatlons Lo speak
for Spiritaal Societies, town or country, At home daily for private sittiogs, 2 till 7.

Mr. and Mrs. HAWKINS, Magnetic Healers.
AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thorsday and Friday. Free Treatmant on Fri-
day, l'rnmu to 6 o'clock. Patients visited at their own &nmau.—u
Bolsover Street, W. (Near Portland Hoad Hallway Station.) Heallng Seance
every Sunday moruing, rmn 11 to I; voluntary contributions.

VURATIVE MESMERISM.—Mr. J. Rarss, Magnetic Healer, attonds patients
at 83, Boyson Hoad, Walworth, and at their own homes If roquired. Free
Iun.lln; on Bumhy eunl.ng'a. at 83, Boyson Boad.

n OI.EMH' known by his derful CURES of B Gout, Nearal
hngo, Eypl General Debility, and seversl affections of the Head,
Eyes, L‘ter. &ao., attonds

,mnu from Eleven (o One and Two Lo Five, at 3, Bul-
@ Street, Welbeck Street, Cavendish Bquare, W,

Guouun PAWLEY, Wrilln‘, ut:.n“ Healing Medium, By the desire of
her Guides, no mone, tiers sont frst, with stamped eovelope for
reply. 33, Hayston I!toka Naﬂnﬂnu , N.

MB& KATE BERRY, Maowemio Hearse,
o, [} rdnance Hoad, ﬂLJuhnnWM'l‘n'rm H.W.

188 GODFREY, Mspioar Hossen, and Mesmzmisy, 227, Hamjatead Hoao,
M. K.W. By appulntwent vnly.
%, and M

le EIAI'}ON B Healer. Ladies stiended
Torms mderate,

B, GLCI I.I.A(I{H' Idauumnud Mesmerlo Healer and Seer. Chroale and Men
tal discases a spocialit Patients atiended at their own homes.
MB. JOIEPH HAGON, lospirational dpeaker, and Businems Clairvoyaniy
disenses diagnosed hy letter,—, ¢ 148, ManLwomoves Roap, Houlo-
way Roap, Urrsx Hovnowar, N,

Rowe, * The am of Critielsm ™' ; at 3, Ald. Barkas, ** Jupiter snd his
Korra ﬂumno.—c Camden Br.rut, at 11 & 6.18, No Information,
Nurnu'wm—mmr House, Bhakcspears Stroet, 10.45 and 6.30: Mrs, Barnes,
OLDHAM, —176, Unlnn Iitml., at 2.30 & 6, Mr, J. B. Tetlow, Tuesday, Circle.
I’athry Lane, nt 10.30 and §, Mr. Boardman,
Panggare.—Hear Treo , {near bottom) 6.30 : No [nformation.

W Motland s 67, Cavondish Y ince. at 5.30, Clrcte:

R8. CANNOUN, T4, Nicholas Street, New North Road, Hoxton, N. Trance,

Test, and Hndl.ml Cldﬂ'nylll. Sunm for Bpl.rlnn.lhu oaly, Monday and

Batarday evenings at 8 o'clook. Thuarsday, developlog eclrele, Private sittings by
l|-pol.nuncnl by letter.

Mll. W. EGLINTON requests that all communiestions be sddressed to him
personally, st ¢, Nottingham Place, W.

PrGsWo0!
Pxxotsros.—Town Hall, at2.30 and 6.30., Mrs. B, H. nritlan.
Liberal Club, 43, Al No 'l v ¥, 1.30.
Notte Street, at 11, snd 3, Clreles; a Mr. Jam

HooRDALE, Il.cnnl. Hall, BRegent Street, st 230 mlu, Mrs. Balley.

Marble Works, at 2. ‘30 wnd 8, Mr. Clarke,

Monday at 7.30. Tuesday, Healing; Thursday, developing.

28, Blackwater Street, at 2.30 & 6 p.m., Mr. Armitage. Wednesday, Cireleat 7.30.
BaLrasy,—Knuston \"uu, lam. & 6 pom., prompt. Wednesdays, 7. Mr, W, Burt.
SuerrnELn—Cocoa Ho o Pond Street, ot 2.30 £ 6.30: Mr, Fitton,
BooTisga.—i1, }hl-tle Sl.uel, 't 6.30 pom. Mediam, str. J. Horstead,

SooTH SmrLbs.~—19, Cambriige Sireet, st 11 and m. No Information.

Bowkrst Bripag.—Spirituslists’ l..romm, Holios Lane, at6.30, Mr. Hi'lam,
BrENNysoon. —Central Hall, & o: Mr, Enles .
BUNDERLAND,—34. w:lhugmn ﬂtrwl. uwunhk. at 8.30: Mr, John Scott,
TowsTall,—13, Hathboue Street, at 6,50,

“’uunu..—h:chlnsn Rooms, H lgh Btrest, at 8,30,

Wesr Hasrigroon.—Drukds’ Hall, Tower Street, at 2.70 and 8,30, Mr, J, 1L Lamb,
West PrLToN.—Co-operative I.I.all at 2 & 850, Mr. Wm. Murray.
Windey.—Hardy Street, st 2.30 a 6, Mr. T. Holdswortn,

Wisneci.—13, Walsoken Boad, at 6.30, Local Mediums,

HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENTS.
Fauing: Park Road, Monday, April 26.—Tea at 6 p..,

H. 1UWNB, Medical Diagnosts, Test and Business Clsirvoyant, is at home
duily, and lsopen to engagements. Address—31, Stibbington Street, Clarendon
Bquare, 8t. Pancras, N.W.

HANK HERNE, 8, Avssnr K
F Eh Poon‘?r Laxg, Brasrronn.

Mlﬁ LOTTIE FOWLER, Trance, Medicsl, and Business Clairvoysant, 17,
Bury Street (entrance In Glibort Streot), opposite the British Moseom and off
Oxford Street. Hours: 2 tl 7 daily.

‘“B T. 8. BWATHIDGE, lnaptnuunll Trance Spesker, &o., s open to receive
engageinents Lo Luol.uw, oo Sundays or Week-nights. Fur oates, Xc.,
aduress, 53, Fortess o, Kentish i»tn. London, N.W,

K. J. J. VANGO, 22, Cordova Hoad, Grove Rd. (near Coborn Station, G, . K.
North Bow. Tnnu, Test and Husiness Clalrvoyant. Sesnce for spl.rluuli.n.-
wnly, vo Bunday everings st 7 p.m. A Seance on Tueslay evenlngs at 8,

'O MESMERIC PRACTITIONERS.—Zinc and Copper Disks for sssisting in the
prodaction of the mesmerie sieep.  Well made and fnished, 45. per dugen, and
upwanls,—J. Buuss, 18, Southaapion Bow, W.C.

by an

meut., Admission to Tea and Coneert, B4,

Merron-ve-Howw: Miners' New Hall, Good Friday —Teaand Coneert. Admission
10 Tea and Entertainment, ﬂenllemen 15., Lailies 6d., Chillren 3d. Mr. Braxs
will glve his Lantern Lecture as part of the Entertiintent.

LutoesTen: Silver Bireet Hall, Tuesday, April 27.—Tea; Tickels 8d. each. We
would be pleased 1o see s man, oy friends as can possibly sttend.—C. P.

Wesr Perrox: Co-operative Hall, April 21.—Tea st 4 p.in., tickets 94, ; Concert at
6.50, tickeis 3d. Proceeds towands literature for Lycesw. Kind invitathon to all.

Prxvixros: The Club, Broughron Hoad, Monday, April 26.—A Tea Party and

Tickets 1s.; afier ey, 6d. Ten ut 4, Councertat, Dauclug at 7.30.
All are cordially invited.—C.

Hoxrox: 128, Huxton Street, Good Friday, April 23.—Tea at 6 o'clock ; thckets, 94,
cach., After Tea, & Memns. hen we hope to have Mr. Vango, Mr, ‘Walker,
and other medinms with us.—C. V. B,

Roonpsue: Marble Works, Good Friday, April 23.—Tea at 4.30 ; Tickels 6d. cach.

Cuksturtox : Mr. D, Turner' s, Edensor Street, Good Friday Aprll 23.—Tea al 4.30.

s lireen, of ].le)'wood, will lecture on “hnmwlllily. t, Present and

Pulun. in Assembly Hooms, Apedale Road, at 6.30. Mmhlhn o Tea and

Lecture, 15., Lectare only, .

W ALL BUFFERERS. —Lliiowosis oF Lhiseased, with necsssary remedies. lo-
variably seocessful. For Particslars, nddress W.W., 27, Brunswick Terrace, Leesds.

I3ITURS to London ean be sccotnmodeied with Board aod Lodglng ou reasouat.e
serms, at 16, York Street, Portman Square, London, W., ooly two minutes from
Haker dtreet Station, W. Vegetarian dwet If required

AMBRIC POCRED HANDKERCHIEF3.—A sample dozen of Ladies Cambrie
0 FPuochet Ihnuhmhl-h. ready hemmed, sent free by pnmll post for 23, Stamps
taken. J 1 Dussox, | I.keu uuud,-

HYSICAL AND TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs, Ayers', Jutilen Bireat Street,
Commercial Boad, E. Buanday, st 7.30; slso un Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5.
Mrs. Walker, phynhl. trance, and test medium, way Le speclally eugaged .

CURATIVE MESMERISM on ANIMAL MAGNETISM.

Powerful Healer, with ireats Patients
A gralis, Adidress * Sanskrit,” care of Mr, F. Cumberpatoh, l.u. I.llgn Bt., Bristol,
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ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY.
DB, WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Futare Events of Life, st ma.
Caledonian Road, King's Cross. Time of Birth required. Fee 2s. 6d.
tendancs from 2 Ul A | pom. Lessons given.

Personal Consultations cmly

* ABTBOLOGIOAL SCIENCE. *

PERBO?AL Application of this Sablime Science—Students and Readeors who may
desire n practical test of the troth of Planetary Forces In shaping thelr own

Destiny, may correspond with the undersigned, and receive full information con-

earning data required, terms, ete.—Navie Zexiry, Spennymoor, Co. Durham,

L] ASTROLOGY. (]
AGUS ™ gives Map of Nativity and Planetary Aspects, and elght pages of
foolscap, with Advice on Mental Qualities, Health, Wealth, Employment,
Marriage, Children, anultlnc. Friends and Enemies, and proper destiny, with &
years' direc lons, 8s.; 10 years', 7s.; 1 question, 1. Time and xlm of Birth,
Bex, and if married ; when the exact time Is not known, pleass send photo. Any-
ll!lnx special that ‘noeds dwelling on, please name.—Address, ** Miors," care of
J. Blackburn, 138, East Parade, Ke‘shlﬁy
‘\T}\T'{'Fﬁ]—z's_ Cast. Yearly Advies given and Questions answersd. Send stamps
for terms, to 8, Wueerkg, 12, Greaville St., Brunswick #q., Londn, W.C.
ATROLOGY .— l\nmill« calculated. Your fature foretold, fee 2s. 6d. Thine of
Birth required. An &c.,
fee, 18, Gl by letter uuty,w.l Pransox, 44, Hillahlmukuu} East Dnll'lcll.ak'.

13

BTROLOO‘I’,—NnItllia mt. Advlm on Ilmlnua. Marriage, Health direction
of success, &e., by letter,.—Warks, 2, Ireton Street, Bradford, Yorks.

ROFESSOR HEYDON will adviso by Letter on all AfMuirs of Lif, Three
questions, 21, 6. Bend time and date of birth to 96, Park Lane, Leeds, Yorks.

JERSEY.—Boand and Lodgiog In a smrilmllu H'.o:ne —ou, Nuw utmt.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MEDIUMS & BPIBI.TUMTB.
ABINET Size, ls, cach, post free, 1s. 1d.:— Mrs. Yarwood, J. Durns,
E, W. Wallls, W. J. Colrllle. Carte-de-Visite Stze, 6d. each, post free, T, :—

Mrs. Yarwood, E. W. Wallls, W, J. Colviile, J. J. Morse and !‘luily {group of 3),

J. 8. Schutt, % and Mrs. Nowell, M. Mellon, Miss Wood, W. Johnson ( Hyde),

Mlss Mlum'lvn —R. \Yﬂullll[m.lll' 4, Proston Nu\' Iiou! Blackburn,
ANTED,—July mext, a qulet, ellerly person (a Wld.oi and Bpirituallse

preferred) to do the general housework for o family of eight. No washiag.

Geal reference indispensable.— Address, MEvion Office.

RESPECTABLE HOME for an Aged Female, with s Wilow Lady, Spiritualist.
Apply at this Ofce.

I‘ OUSEKEEFER. — A Lady requires n re-engagement. Over 4 years h!:h;l.
reference from  present situatisn. — Address, Mrs. Gooorsep, Ellot Bank
Behool, Forest Hill, 8.E.

0 8 1573 AND N {prival } In or near Camden Town.—
J\ l'.mly secks some few (riends to I‘nrm & Circle at her house or elsewhore, and

12mo., 338 pp., cloth, 1645, Price 10s. 6d. Very Scarce.

HE
SEERESS or PREVORST.
By MRS. CROWE.

Being the Revelations concerning the Inner-life of Man, and the
Inter-Diffusion of a world of Spirits in the one we inhabit. Com-
municated by Justivvs Kesxen, From the German by Mus. Crowe,
author of “ Night Side of Nature,” &e., de.

Price Fuwe Shillings.

REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM,

BY THE

LONDON DIALECTICAL SOCIETY.

Small 8v0., 199 pp., Paper, post free, 25, 6d.
FACTS AND FANTASIES.
A BEQUEL TO SIGHTS AND SOUNDS, THE MYSTERY OF THE DAY.
By H. SPICER.

We have secured the remaining copies nf this work which has besn long
out of print.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERISM .

AND

ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY.
By JOHN BOVEE DODS.

Comprused in Two Cowrses of Leclures, Eighleen in number, Complefe in One Volum &
Edited by J. BURNS.
HaxpsomeLy orvamextep Crorn Bixpixe, 3s. 6d.
{ The American Editions, in Two Tvohmnu. uu ﬂ'J' E-ghr SMA' i

COMMITTEE OF THE

J

Demy 4to., 196 pp., Ten Shillings and Supen:(. postage .ﬂmcpgnu.

'TWIXT TWO WORLDS.

| A Narrative of the Life and Work of William Eglinton
| By JOHN 8. FARMER.

requires a rapping medlam. -Enxumwl, care of Mr, Bonxs, 15,

] Embellished with Thirty-two Engravings, and Eight Chromo-lithographs.

0 LADIES oi'- :Fcrmna. without children.—A Lady in ruluwd clreamstance®
would be glad to have her llitle girl adopted w!ﬂ., and
« Ellot Bank 8¢huol..

aged 1
Intelligent.— Adilress, Mrs. Forest {]III 5.E

HYSICAL PHENOMENA and Cisirvoyant Tests, every Wednesday st 7.30;
Mrs. Walker, Medinm,—275, Cornwall |, Notting Hill.

GERALD MASSEY

(Author of the * Nataral Genesis,” the * Secret Drama of Shakespeare’s Sonnets,”
A Tale of ¥ 4G Spiri " &e., &e.)

WILL DELIVER A

|
Course of Ten Sunday Afternoon Lectures

1w

St. Geoxrge's SHall, Langbam Place.

Loors open at 3; Lecture at 3.30.

BUBJECTS AND DATES.

Armin 15—MAN IN SEARCH OF HIS S8OUL, and how he fonnd it,
25—THE SEVEN BUULS OF MAN, and Esoterle Mis-interpretation.
HAI‘ 2—=THE IIEBHSW AND EARLIER CILBATIUVS and what they meant

. 9—';:5;. El'g.li(imcal- JESUS, and the Mythical Christ,

y 16— 0 or Saylngs) AND TEACHINGS assly

w B—THE BYSTERY OF p!,‘fun his Christ. ey
30—THE COMING RELIGION.

Hall, Ope Shilling ; Gallery, Sixpence.

NEW MEDICAL WORK BY

Miss Craxpos Leien Howr (Mns. WarLace) & Lex et Luz.
HYSIANTHROPY, on Tux Hoxs Comx axp Emapioation ov Diseass. 126

- bi?“su, tastefally bound in cloth, price 3s. 4. Send for By nopsis to Miss Slmpson,

THIRD EDITION.—(Just Published,)
PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE
BUIENCE AND ART OF ORGANIQO MAGNETISM
BY MIS8 CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT.

:ﬂnx her original M sulnu private lhmuerlpl Instroctions, )rinhd. revised
and the
of

mm:mlnwi essence or all b P Iorh. N
rm::' ﬂl‘e Paj Fre
Ine Guinen, 0 nch ith doabl k
i, g ‘p:r Morooeo, w! o logk snd key, Ss. extra

Bend for Index, Press Notioes and Pupll's Testimonlals, to Miss Sim, Becre-
ary, Philanthronie Reform hulmngoam 2, Oxford lhnmm o:m"'c};;-., w.

B

A System of Hygienic Medicine, or, the onl
Rational Way of T'reating Disease. By T. K. Avvisson, L.I.C.

Price One Shilling.

J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.

Just Published, a New Edition of the

ilosophy of Death. By Andrew J. Davis,

Clairvoyant.  Price Twopence.

| 7T ALL rwe BESU OF INGERSOLL'S ADDRESSES.
PRICE ONE PENNY EACH.

gO®

\NOER L

18

( Reprinted verbatim from the American complele Editions.)

LN

1.—Mistakes of Moses.

2.—Ghosts.
8.—Hereafter.
4.—~Hell.

B.—What Must we Do to be Saved ?
8.—Heretics and Heresies.
7.—Reply to Dr. Talmage.
8.—ESkulls.

—Gods: Part L
10.—Gods: Part 1L
11.—Personal Deism Denied.
12.—Intellectual Development.
13.—Reverence; and an Address at a Child’'s Grave.
14.—Some Reasons Why; and Chinese God.
18.—Modern Thinkers.
168.—Arraignment of the Church,
17.—Liberty of Man, Woman and Child.
18.—Orthodox Theology.

May be had in Three Parts, stitched in Wrappers, Price 6d. each, (Postage
1d.); the first 12 Nos. in one Vol., Price 1|- (Postage 1}d.) ; or the
whole, bound in cloth, Price 2[6.

LONDON : J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.

TRACTS FOR INVESTIGATORS OF SPIRITUALISM.

SEED CORI:
A VARIETY OF FOUR-PAGED TRACTS, ls. per 100,

1. MaTuemarival. Seinrruaniss,

2, SPIITUALISY AND THE (FOSPEL oF JESUs.

3. Toe Purscirnes oF MopERN BrimrruaLisy :
Pracrican. By A. E. Newrox.

4. Waar 18 Semrruatisy ? - With Rules for the Spirit- -Cirele.

5. Tue Creen oF sue Spirirs.  Seinrroat Tex CodsaspMENTS,
Tex Laws oF lueur. By Ewua I1. Brrerres.

6. Di. Sextox's CoxveErsios To SriRITuALISM.

7. Facrs Coxcensize Seistrvatisa. DBy A Cl.uaurmw

8 Dn. Canrestex's Tarories, Axp Di. Canrexren's Facrs Bv M.A.
Uxon.

9. C:(.uavc\!xw Skercues rrow Lire: Tue Ileaves o Lauu—n:m
Inraxrs, By Miss Govrnev,

LONDON: J. BURNS, 15, BOUTHAMPTON ROW, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.

Ly J. Bonss.
TUEORETICAL AND
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THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

Arrir, 16, 1886,
—

London: 37, Queen Square, Bloomsbury, W.C

SHIRLEY’S TEMPERANCE HOTEL.
BEDS, 15.64. § %. BREAKFAST or TEA, 1s.54.

EST&BLISIIEI) 30 Years. Convenient for the West End or City.

It is the most eentral part of London for all the Railway Termini.

The following Testimoninl, taken from the Visitor's Book, is a sample of Femelreds which
shout the estimale in which the Hotel is helid.

J. Romenrs Esxg., ]lrvurnt .~ We are mnre than satisfied ; we are troly de\lghl.orl
lnﬂmltnl.wdon-nqu feile. We shall highly
recommend SuieLer’s to nll our friends.”

_ References Lindly permitted to M. BURNS, Publisher of the MEDIUM,

A Clear Saving of 30 per cent.

Gexruemey,—I am now buying direct from the Manufacturers, and
can supply the best goods far cheaper than any other House in London,
having everything made at my own Workshops.

SPECIAL PRICE LIST FOR NETT CASH.
Superfine Dress Suits, lined Silk ...£3 :8 o worth £5 50

Beaver Overcoats, lined Tweed .. " 3100
All Wool Trousers ... .« . o 16 6 " I 10
Suit of best Angola we s BIOQ gy 3100
Black Twill Morning Coat v 2100 3100

" "n Vest

SHOCKING BAD HATS

made equal to new by ZOMOS. A powder will make an
old hat dazzling bright and glossy, and last 3 times as long.
POST FREE, SIXPENCE.
To show the marvellous results of this invention, IHATS renovated
Jree of charge.

MALTBY'S SHIRT WITH TRANSFORMATION CUFFS.
M one equal to two Shirts, lasts clean double the time, a saving
in washing, and at same price as ordinary Shirts, B/8, 6/6, 78
a reduction on taking half-a-dozen.

JAMES MALTBY, ARMY TAILOR,
8, HANOVER PLACE, UPPER BAKER 8T, N.W,

NOW READY—A ROSICRUCIAN BOOK !

SUB-HLNDAI\BS (om Tue Couxt or Gawsais). Illostrated. Being the History
of Spirits, from the Text of the Anse ViuLaks, with Appendix from the

Supprmed Work of the Very Rev. Farurn Simsvrant of Amenn, on * Incubl and
Socenbl,” and is one of the most eelcbmul -.-r)u on lho Qocult Bclences, dealing
especially with the esoferic d by Mu. ¥ JexmNGs In the
* Rogicnocraxs.” Port rm, 108, &d,

From the great satisfaction this volume hiss given, and at the request of subscribers®
€. de Gournod wishes me to announce that the Becond Part of the work Is now belng,
for the first Ume, iransiated inm English, and will be pnbllﬂml uniform with the
Firat Volume, b names are regh Price, post free, 8. to
purchasers of 'Volume L., or the two, post fiee, 15s.—Hour, 1L Fanl, Bath,

HE GOLUEN TREATISE on the Divine Arr o Maxing Gorp axp BiLven.
Concernicg the Physical Secret of the Phllosopher's Stone, In Seven Sections,
with elucidatory Key, and esteemed onu ur l.ho bc-l. and oldest pleces of Alchemieal
Philosophy extant. d In not.ce In the * Virgin

of the Warld,” wmphul 1he ** Bath Gmlt Rcvrm. HBerles " tdilion uf the Works of
** Hermes Trhmegnlum Prospectas post
THE

CELEBRATED STURMBERG PLANCHETTE.

PRICE, POST FIEE, 43 EACH.

By placing the land lightly on one of these little instruments it will
t mary tnsfonces write and draw in an extraordinary manner.

ZINC AND COPPER DISCS,
For awisting in the production of the Mesmeric Slerp.
Well made and finished, 4s. per doz.

A SELECTION OF SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHS BY
MR. F. HUDSON.
LPrice 1a. each; or, 108, Gd. per dozen, post free.

AN IMPORTANT NEW BOOK!

408 pp., wrth siz attractive and original illustrations, Gs. 6d., postage bd.

BEYOND THE VALLEY:

By ANDREW JACESON DAVIS.
A Sequel to the MAGIC STAFF, an Autobiography by A. J. Davie.
SIX BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS PICTURING WIIAT THE SEER
HAS SE I

1.—Frontls;lece~The Valley and the Mountalna,

2.~A Man Burled Alive—First Ap‘gﬂnnu of the Spirit.

3.8 d Stage of R in & Cemetery.

-l.-Duth in & Coal Mine—Escape of the Spirits,

6.—Fcene of Two Deaths in a New York Hosplal,
6.—How the Spirit Voloe is Heard by the Internal Ear.

WORKS BY JOS. R. BUCHANAN, M.D.

Moral Education. its I-aWI and l!:ethod.i. By Joseph It.
Duchapan, M.D. C T'he of a Liboral edu-
cation; Moral Education ; Lvulutinn of Gemm. Ethical Cultare;

Ethical Principles and trmun{ Relations of Ethical to n-hglmu
Education ; IRelations of Ethical to Intellectual Education: Relations
of Ethical to Practical Education : Sphere and Eduneation of Woman ;
Moral Education and Peace The Educational Crisis: Ventilation and
Health ; The P; I University ; The Manag t of Child
By Mrs. Elizbeth Thompson. Cloth, 6. 6d.; post free Ta.

Manual of Psychometry, the Dawn of a New Civilization.

}00 pages, embellished with a portrait of Mra. Buchanan. 8+ 64.; post
ree Ha,

Manual of Rules, and dmripll\e plates of Therapeutic Sarcog-
nomy. ls. 2d. post free.

Chart of Barcognomy. % 1 inches, Presenting two full-
length figures, showing the wtu.l pom-ru and relations of every portion
of the structure of the body. 5. post free.

Cerebral Psychology. To be issned in 1886, will present the
most important features of the system of Anthropology.

Therapeutic SBarcognomy. An exposition of the relations of
the soul, brain, and body, and the scientific methods of electric and
magnetic practice, upon Sarcognomy. Published in 1884, 10s,
6d. Edition sold in four monthﬂ A pew and improved edition may
be prepared in 18§6.

Alorlis on Sealth, SHygiene, efc.
By R. T. TRALL, M.D.

Hydropathic Encyclopedia, A System of Hygiene, emliracing
Outlines of Anatomy ; Puysiology of the Human Body : Pre<er-
vation of Health; Dictetics and Cookery ; Theory and Practice of
Hygienie Treatment : Special Pathology and Therapeutics, includ-
m_gr.hehalum Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment of all known
Diseases. Nearly 1,000 pages. 16s.

The I-I?g'isnic Hand-Bool, A Practical Guide for the Sick-Room

Eydropathic Cook- Book, w:th lh-ﬂpel for Cooking on Hygienic

:alo, a E ion of the Relations of

I‘Dl)d. to Health; Cllen:mal "Elements and Proximate Constitation

of Alimentary Principles; Nutritive Properties of all kinds of

Aliments; Relative Value of Vegetable and Animal Substances,
Seluetion, ete,  5s. Gd.

Sexunl Physiology ; a Scientific and Popular Exposition of the
Fundamental Problems of Sociclogy.  6s.
Digestion and I:, pepsi An Expl of the Physiology of

the Digesti and Treatment of Dyspepsia.  4s.
Water- Cm-e for t‘ho Nillion. The Processes of Water-Cure Ex-
pleined.  ltules for Bathing, Dieting, Exercising, ete.  1a.
Hygeian Home Cook-Book ; or, Healthful and Palatable Food
without Conaimente. A DBouk of Recipes. Paper 1s,, cloth 2s.
The Alcoholic Controversy. A Review of the Westminister
Review on the Pnysivlogical krrors of Teetotalism.  2s.
Diseases of the Throat and Lungs. Including Diphtheria
and Proper Treatiment. s,

The Tath. [Its [Tistory and Uses in Health and Disease. la.

Aemdant: cnd Emorgummea, A Guu]e containing Directions for

he T in 1 , Cuts, Dislocations,

liumn and Scalde, Bites of Mad Dngs, Lhoking. Polsunu. Fits, Sun-
stroke, Dvwmng. ete. New Elition. 1s.

New Physiognemy ; or, &igns of Character, as manifested throngh

Temperament ana i.:mmll Forms, and especially in the « Hmnan
With mere than One Thonsand illustrations, and
By Samuel It Wells. 768 pp. H&lv}

Face Livine."
portrait of the author.
muslin. 21s.
Phrenology Proved, Illustrated. and Applied. An analysis
of the L'rimary Mental Powers in their Various Degrees of Develop-

ment, and location of the Phrenological Organs. By L. N,

Fuwler. Gs.
The Tnmpammentl. or, Varieties of Physical Gomhtutmn in Man,
1 in their relation to Mental Ch 1 affairs

of Life. By D. H. Jacques, ML.D. 150 lllustml.lnns Gs.

J. BURNS, 15 SOUTH;&MPTON ROW, LONDON’ w.C.

€& JIIST PUBLISHED—A New Catalogue of Eng]lah
anl American Works on Hpiritnalism, Mesmerism,
P-lyslolugy, aud General Reformatory Subjects. Post
frce on application to J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row,

JAMES BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.

§" BURNS'S 12 pp. Catalogue of Rare and Second-hand
Works on Mesmeriem, Animal Magnetism, Somuam -
buliem, Witcheraft, Alchemy, Magic, Psychology, d&e.
Post frec on application.

London : Printed and Pablished by Jaues Boaxs, 15, Soothampton Row, High Holborn, W.C.






