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A Discourse given through Mrs. C ora L. V . R ichmond,
at the Town Hall, Kensington, Sunday Evening,
June 8th, 1884. W ebster Glynes, Esq., in. the Chair.
Music under the direction of J. 0 . W ard , Esq.
The Chairman read the fifth chapter of the Gospel accord
ing to St. Matthew, to the thirteenth verse.
I nvocation .

Infinite Parent! Thou All-wise and A ll-Loving G o d !
Thou who givest alike the law to the universe of Nature, and
the law of Love to the realm of the S ou l; within whose
power and majesty the moving worlds forever and forever
revolve, whose light, as of some central sun, and worlds of
suns in their places, whose wonderful harmony with Divine
accord encircles and enspheres Creation. 0 G o d ! we would
praise Thee, not only as atoms praise, in response to the
breath of their being, moving on silently in the wondrous
concord of nature; not only as worlds praise Thee, keeping
time forever to the pulsation of T hy Infinite L a w ; not only
as seasons praise Thee with their myriad voices o f rejoicing,
birds with their songs in leafy glens, trees in the groves
giving answer unto life ; or as the perfume of flowers upon
the immense altar of nature, shedding their fragrance in
silent homage; or as the voices of winds and waves, proclaim
ing in anthems vast, the wonders of T hy creation : not only
as these praise Thee, but as conscious souls, immured, per
chance in time and change, T h y children would praise
Thee, aware of their divine inheritance, turning with aspira
tion toward the highest and best, conscious that Thou hast
not left them comfortless, aware of the voice within that
summons them forever unto Thee. 0 God ! as Thou hast
spoken in past time ; as upon Sinai, Olivet, and Patmos, T hy
revealings were heard, so may T h y children hear T hy voice
in the deeper tones o f the Spirit, that which shall summon
them from hatred and pride unto the altar of Love. May
they there behold T hy ministering presence and the glory of
Thy truth, the perfection of T hy love; may they know that
every attribute that is divine is imperishable in Thee, and
that they also bear resemblance to Thee in immortal life ;
that that which is good and perfect shall abide forever, but
leading them by such paths of experience and change, by
such ministrations of spirits and angels, by such wonders of
past and present revelations, as T hy love alone can devise,
leading them ever nearer and more near unto Thee : by that
love which they feel toward humanity; by that fellowship
with which they shall comfort each other; by that power and
truth with which they shall uplift T h y children unto the
light; by that divine voice pleading to them from Olivet ;
and from the power of that crucifixion, that through its un
selfishness has wrought the wonder of Love, may they turn
to Thy love forever-more. Amen.

N ewspafee.

[ P rice l± a .
T he D iscourse .

The subject of the Discourse, as already announced is,
“ The New Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.”
Jesus said: “ The Kingdom of Heaven is within you,” and
when you read the beatitudes o f the promises that are given
in this wonderful Sermon on the Mount, where Christ gives
unto each of the despised and lowliest classes o f earth, these
sustaining and marvellous words, we must not forget his
definition of the Kingdom of Heaven. T o o literal, indeed,
have been the Christian interpretations of that Kingdom, for
not content with accepting the simple declaration of Christ,
the rewards in the Heaven of Christendom have been such as
from the senses might appeal to man’s well-doing for the sake
of reward. Instead of interpreting closely with the scrutiny of
Christ’s spirit the nature of this Kingdom, all promises have
been withed unto the state of rewards and punishments
after death, and man’s life on earth has been simply the
touchstone of eternal jo y or misery. Not so our interpretation
of Christ, not so our thought concerning the “ Kingdom of
Heaven,” and that which Christ endeavoured to reveal when
he gave to each the piercing and soul-searching lessons con
cerning the avoidance of evil within; concerning that evil, all
this reference to the Kingdom which he revealed was with
in man.
Long and weary ages man has hoped for some millennial
period to come as the outgrowth of some miraculous change.
No doubt, there are to-day many faithful followers of Jesus,
many devout Christian worshippers who expect the literal
“ Kingdom of Heaven ” will be revealed in some sudden and
marvellous change, some “ rolling away of the heavens and
the earth in a scroll of fire,” and some assemblage of the
righteous in the presence of God, the entire transformation
of all things upon the earth and in Heaven. That this must
be accepted as figurative, we have long believed, and that
men and women mnst look within for their heaven or its
opposite, yon can judge from the teachings of Christ, for not
only when he was questioned concerning the letter o f the
law did he declare in favour of the letter but beyond it, in
favour of the spirit of the law, for he said : " Whomsoever
is angry with his brother hath already committed murder,”
showing that the spirit of the deed constitutes the act, and
that Kingdom of Heaven or Hell must be the state of the in
dividual.
W hat have we then upon the earth to-day ? No expect
ance that the Son of Man will come in great power and glory
to adjust the sons and daughters of men to his divine
Kingdom in an instant; no sudden uplifting of those who
are in darkness and degradation to the height o f angels with
out effort on their part; no doing away with the daily toil
and daily weakness without earnest endeavour and seeking of
the spirit of truth. None of these miracles are to be wrought.
Far be it from us to declare that the New Dispensation
that we announce is to do this in any sudden way. But this

it must do, when it declares that every human being is
equally valuable in the sight of G o d ; when it declares that
one soul is eternal and priceless as another; when it gives
unto every child of earth equal promise and opportunity in
the sight of God and angels for unfoldment; when it distinctly
announces the law of spiritual happiness, as the result of
moral growth and spiritual unfoldment here, and that you
make your Kingdom of Heaven, or the opposite Kingdom
(Hades) by the knowledge or ignorance of moral and spiri
tual laws, and their application; when it enters every depart
ment of human life, and says distinctly that these errors of
ancient time (that all in Christendom concur in agreeing are
evil) must be outwrought by unfoldment of the spiritual
powers of m an; when it points the way in which those spiri
tual powers may be unfolded, it certainly must form a very
important Btepping-stone to that Kingdom of Heaven, that
man has heretofore sought in vain.
The Christian religion, bringing as it did the knowledge
of the love of God instead of His hatred, teaching mankind
that through love instead of fear there was salvation, gave
promise of this boon; but man has turned that law of love
into the law of hatred; that law of promise into a law of
rejection) has made a line of division between saint and
sinner so deeply defined, that neither can have much hope
of salvation if the test is to be literally applied; meanwhile,
what has been accomplished ? Sin and darkness and evil in
the world go on their weary round. The wrongs that men
are*-Striving to redress remain; the wrongs that oppress
humanity to the very level of the earth.
Whence comes this longing for a state of happiness that is
coincident with the true promise here given ? Whence this
desire to gain the kingdom without deserving it ? To do so
is impossible. T o deserve it is to accept the promise that
Christ has given in the Christ-life, and the leading of such
a life, as far as is possible; the w ay is plain, the pathway is
dear, but as in the material world man worships at the
shrine of Mammon, crucifying, oftentimes, the pangs of con
science and remorse, the blind worship of this blind god; so,
in the realm of spirit, men hope that their ill-condition will
be condoned, that in some nameless or singular manner, they
can escape into the Kingdom of Heaven without the effort of
bringing that Kingdom into their lives, and that by accepting
the name of Christ they can wear the robes of grace, that
by pleading in the name of Christ with the lips, they can
escape the heart service, and can in return receive the
reward of the just. This never will be. Those who hope
thus to gain this Kingdom of Heaven on Earth, or in the
realms of the departed, will find themselves in the narrow
house of their own selfishness, hedged around by the walls
and darkness of their own material conditions of bondage,
for whomsover would bear the honours or reap the rewards
of the “ Kingdom of Heaven ” while his fellow beings are
suffering, must plead only for self. Selfishness is the greatest
of the offences against the Kingdom of the Spirit
Whatever man may have done or failed to do in reference
to the message that past time has revealed, it is not, perhaps,
our province to either criticise or here enumerate, but all
classes of worshippers and unbelievers agree that something
is needed in the world, that it needs to be truer, broader,
and more free and pure, that there is need of more enlighten
ment. This being the case every one should strive to seek
by all means possible that which will bring these ; and if the
New Dispensation offers better opportunities for the attain
ment of these conditions, and whether in these respects the
World will be better for this new Light, this new Truth, now
dawning on the earth.
A s stated, the declaration that all human beings are equally
valuable in the sight of God is an important portion of the
new light I t enters the dungeon cell of the felon; it appeals
to the criminal who is an outcast under the laws of man, and
tells him that under the laws of God there is still hope for
him, that he has only to turn to the Light, and the Light
will release and redeem him ; it declares to those who are
suffering the pangs of poverty and degradation, the results
of the unequal conditions in human life, that for each wrong
there is redress, and that it is not by returning injury for
injury, violence for violence, and force for force, but in the
mighty law of appeal, and protest, and growth into the love
and condition of that which is higher and more exalted in
humanity. And when it is declared by these who seek for
human redress, for the release of those who suffer from the
bondage of unequal caste and conditions of human life, that
mankind cannot be fed by moral precepts, nor clothed with
Teligious or theological doctrines; we answer, that is perfectly

tiue, but man can be so imbued with the spirit of love that
the bread they eat under its dominion is better than a feast in
the house of Hatred, and can be so pervaded that the simplest
robe is acceptable if it is the result of honest endeavour,
rather than revel in earnings of others the result of usurped
power, or the poverty and bondage of millions who bend
beneath that power. “ Uneasy is the head that wears a
crown,” and ancient is the restlessness of kings and those who
are in power. Cannot humanity learn that the appearance
of splendour is not splendour, that outside the glamour and
glitter of external power is the thorniest pathway that human
feet can tread, and that the cottage or the simplest home
adorned with loving faces, and blest with loving light, must
constitute the happiness of the time that is to come. But the
New Kingdom gives also not only promise to the spirit but
to the body of man, by releasing him from that greater bond
age, the bondage of selfishness, and pointing as the moralists
many a time have done, but as the moralist cannot do with
out spiritual growth and unselfishness to the life that finally
shall take the place of selfishness on earth.
W e promise you in this Dispensation, which recognises
neither caste nor condition, nor power of mortal creation,
neither king nor potentate of earth, nor any other authority
beneath Heaven, save that of Truth, Justice and Love,
that man is to be redeemed only by that spirit within him
that shall vanquish selfishness, that not only shall make the
king lay down his sceptre, crown and sword, but make the
man at his feet not covet the crown, nor sceptre, nor sword,
for there can be no actual establishment of man’s perfect
liberty until you shall cease to covet powers that have been
wrested from you by wrong-doing; for does it not necessa
rily follow that if you instead wish to be king or usurper,
you, therefore, would only exchange one form of tyranny for
another, and man would still be the subject of human selfish
ness ? But if in pity you say to the one who rides rough
shod over millions of people : “ Poor being; he is enslaved
by the paltry dominion of power, while I am free to be
humble, just, loving and true to my fellow beings ” : this is
greater and larger freedom; this broader, wider humanity
will do more to level the distinctions of class and tyranny,
than all the violence that the world has ever seen.
W e do not say that violence can cease in a moment, but
we say that every voice and tongue and pleading that angels
can bring to earth at the present time, will not only warn
those who feast in halls of revelry, like those in the vision of
Belshazzar, who cease to remember their fellow beings, with
words like those written on the walls of the ancient k in g :
“ Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin,” but they will do m ore;
they will write the words of peace and love in all human
hearts that will listen, and lowliest lives will become exalted,
places of poverty and want will become cleanly and full of
comfort and lovely flowers. Children will no longer be taught
either to cringe or fawn at the feet of power in servility, or
to covet with pride the pomp and display of those who seem
to be above them, but will turn to the broad blue sky above,
the earth beneath your feet, and the bright and beautiful
fields that are giving to the hand of man the reward of his
labour.
W e see, in the coming time, that every human being must
be entitled to a home of beauty, a place of loveliness; to the
instruction that will enable him to enjoy that home, and help
to make its loveliness; to the industry that is his right, and
to the reward of that industry : it is his own.
Heretofore and by slow degrees, the power of individual
might has given way to the great moral and spiritual
strength of m an; but let it be hereafter more moral and
spiritual strength that shall triumph than heretofore, and let
nations that have won their power in pride and arrogance of
might and bloodshed, learn the lesson from their children, not
of pride and arrogance and bloodshed again, but of the
majesty and might of Truth, the dominion of spiritual
powers, the intelligence that shall exalt, shall protest against
all wrong, that shall cry out against every injustice, and the
moral force that shall win humanity to the exaltation of
divine and perfect self-government.
In the past, one force alone has dominated— save where in
certain periods of human history, as in Egypt, Greece, and
Borne, the influence of woman sometimes prevailed. In
modem society, at this very hour, to your credit be it said,
men and women sit together in places of worship, in places of
public instruction; appear together upon the streets and pro
menades, and all places of social or religious civilization—
wherever it is proper for man to go, woman is admitted also.
In Greece and Rome (notably the former) the places where

men, statesmen, warriors, philosophers, and fashioners of the
Government were accustomed to assemble, were places where
women could not go. But to the honour of Christian civili
zation be it said, that step by step, notwithstanding the pre
cautions of Saint Paul, woman has gradually taken her place
by the side of man, not only in the home, but in the schools,
in the libraries, in literature, in art, in science, upon the stage,
in the lecture room, or rostrum. And it will not be long
before she will appear in places of religious instruction (is so
appearing even now), for woman is considered the natural
instructor of little children, and as the wisest men turn to the
mother for advice and counsel, in later life not too wise to seek
her advice, so in the halls of legislation you miss the same
gentleness that you now have by the fireside, in the church, in
the lecture room, in literature and in art; and we predict it will
not be long before this voice and gentleness of woman will
also take its place in legislative halls. It is not, nor would
any who advocate this view imply, our purpose to proclaim
that woman shall become like man, but it is quite necessary
that womanly qualities shall be felt in legislation, as in every
department of human social life. This room, were you here
for a political meeting, and only men present, might be a
noisy scene ; with the presence of your wives, daughters, and
sisters, it is changed to one of gentleness.
Instead of
anathema, imprecation and violence, which sometimes even
desecrate halls of legislation, there will be the prevalence of
gentle behaviour that is customary in the best society, and in
your homes. Not only will this become true, but it will be
true in the most exalted sense, that those pursuits and
pleasures that cannot be enjoyed together will not be enjoyed
at all, and that Christian men, and the men of the New Life,
will visit no places where their wives, and daughters, and
sisters cannot, with propriety, accompany them.
This civilization is not only because it is necessary, but
because in the very beginning of things (Eden time) it is
announced that these two lives pledge to one another to sup
port and sustain, must also by mutual exaltation and attesta
tion renovate and redeem the world. Therefore in this, the
New Dispensation, we have said that there will be the dual
expression of life (in the Messiah) on earth.
W hat the
Church has done in the past to glorify the Madonna in the
Christ-Mother, was some prophecy of the realization or fulfil
ment of that which has been promised in the coming New
Life. In the dual expression of being, gentleness will supple
ment wisdom, and love which is to interpret and guide the
force and power that encompass and sustain, as well as to go
forth to conquer. A ll civilizations where this exaltation was
equal of man and woman, must be preserved. Wherever
this has not been the case, the civilization has perished and
the nation also. The degradation that overtook Greece as the
result of a philosophy that had its expression in the intellect
instead of the moral nature of man (in matter instead of
spirit), must be traced to this cause alone, the downfall of
one of the greatest periods of enlightenment that man has
ever known.
In the coming time, also, the hardships and constant
struggles ensuing from the partial administration of Justice
and Religion, by those who are dependent upon authority,
will be partly removed by the pleading of children for the
right of every life to be surrounded by the best conditions.
T h e fact that children have no voice to claim those rights
must appeal to all who have the power, and who, having
intelligence, must control the waifs of human life. Into the
world of human existence the child-life will come, appealing
to the highest social and moral states, the best conditions
that you can offer, and claiming with the Love of God all
the Love of Humanity, and the blooming flowers of earth,
and the surroundings of home are its just rights and it must
receive them.
Now men and women pursue fashion or
pleasure, mammon or pride, government or society; the
child is neglected and relegated to the domain of ignorance—
the care of the servant; and tho generation that is expected
to take your places in the world is brought up without con
sciousness, oftentimes, of parental guidance and care.
There wdll be no orphans : not only will there be none in
palaces neglected, but there will be no orphans in the New
Dispensation: those who cry out upon the streets for bread,
or who are sent to the humane institutions to forget the name
of love. Perhaps you remember that it was in London that
the Commissioners of the Orphan Asylums found that some
thing was the matter with the orphans in the various asylums
and places of refuge. They appointed a very noble-hearted and
worthy lady to inquire into the cause of their pining away.
W hen she had conscientiously accomplished her duty, she

reported that they needed “ mothering.” “ I asked a little
girl about three years old, to give me a kiss,” said the lady,
“ and she did not know the meaning of the word.” I f there
are thousands of children in the world brought up from
infancy not to know the meaning of a loving kiss; not to
know that there is a mother’s love in all Christendom, what
would the mother of Christ say, or what can you say, or what
can the angels say leaning from their heavenly home, when
in a Christian land you feed and clothe your orphans, but
starve their hearts and spirits ? W e do not cry out against
your benevolent institutions, those of charity, but it seems to
us that true charity has a deeper meaning than this, and that
to feed and clothe the body is not enough, that there must
be an individual kindly responsibility brooding over each life.
Therefore, that as in Heaven there are no orphan children,
so in the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth you will not permit
it, Christian parents, that any shall feel themselves to be
orphans.
Besides, Spiritualism reveals' the fact to every
mother, that her child (the darling she has wept for) is cared
for in Heaven by some guardian, or angelic ministrant; some
teacher or loving spirit-friend is chosen from the realm of
spirit, best adapted to teach the child; no little waif goes
wailing through the streets of the celestial city, asking for the
bread of life and receiving a stone. Now you, in the midst
of crowded earthly cities, and haunts of misery and woe, can
do little less than repay the love that the angels give your
children in Heaven, by such love as your mother-heart can
give here to some orphan child, and it will help you also to
realize that “ Kingdom of Heaven ” that you so much expect
to enjoy when you join your babes in paradise, for if any of
“ these little ones” have not been remembered, how can
gleaming eyes, those lovely forms, be perceived by youvision ?
There is also one step further. It is claimed by those who
seek for the elevation of mankind upon the basis of social
science, that you must find in material things the solution of
all these problems. I beg their pardon : I t is just here that
the great mistake has been made. You must find from
spiritual sources the reason for all these conditions, and in
spiritual states the remedy. Money will not do i t ; material
wealth will not The laws of hygiene may help to some ex
tent, but the proper basis of all reform must begin from
within. You cannot expect to regenerate the earth, nor that
, mankind shall be fitted to receive the Angels of Light, when
they come to take up their abode upon the earth, unless you
make your lives also pure, and begin within to receive the
Angel Messenger. Let it pervade your lives, for if the spirit
be quickened within you, if you discover these wrongs and
then still abide in the midst of them, and encourage them, is
not that also wrong ? Can you hope that there will be any
bridge builded between human society with its wrongs, and
the Kingdom that is expected shall come on earth, unless you
apply your individual hand and your individual spirit in
aiding to build it ?
The angel-world have given you the plan in the expression
of God’s L o v e ; have given you the method in the Golden
Rule inscribed upon the archways of human temples; the
true triumph of the millennium. And still you seek for that
Kingdom in the petty avenues of outward science, and in the
narrow walks of pride, and in the grovelling domain of fear.
The New Kingdom will call upon you to fulfil that which
you profess, to live that which you claim to inculcate, to exalt
your lives to the measure of the exaltation of your professions,
and make your daily existence as much in accord with spirit
as matter is capable of being subjugated by spirit, and will
ask of you to build up no dome or temple of worship— no
external formulas of prayer or praise, save those that you
build in daily life. Your oracles shall be of your own house
hold ; your priests shall be within your own hearts; your
shrines shall be the daily offerings of goodly deeds; then
whatever temple shall rear its dome in the presence of God,
will be filled with the loving voices, beaming eyes, and the
smiles of children, and the rejoicings of the sons and daughters
of men. The arid places will be made to blossom as the
rose; the desert will respond to the encouragement of the hand
of man, and the wildernesses will yield up their treasures,
while cities, the haunts of crime and misery, will vanish
before the green fields and verdant mountain slopes, peopled
with the homes of the joyous and pure in heart, which will
be the altars and shrines unto the loving God. And the
Angel of Harmony wall descend and dwell in your midst,
and the promise that God and the Comforter shall abide with
you shall be realized, if you each, at this hour and hereafter,
say, “ I will do my part to bring this Kingdom of Heaven
upon Earth.”

A MOTHER'S LOVE.
Am where on the desert far and wide
The weary traveller tarns toward his home,
Toward the joy of life, his love, his pride;
And with his weary footsteps fain would Come
Olose to the cottage, where the Mother’s form
Waited with welcome—loving, pare and warm.
As when afar, the storm-tossed mariner,
Upon the wide, stormy, and distant sea,
Oan only dream of the light of her
Whose jo y and hope in life still he most be,
And longs for the ship to homeward speed, •
And bring him there for her heart’s need.
Or when, in manhood, tempest-tossed,
Yoa long for the oottage home again,
For the ohildhood innocence, now lost,
To kiss the brow, where lines of pain
Have deeper grown beoause of y o n :
So when the mortal life is through,
And the Mother wakens with loving soul,
Springing onto the life above,
Still must she yield her blest control,
Still must she brood with longing love.
There are no gates of Paradise
So high, no walls of heaven so deep,
That she, with the light o f her loving eyes,
Would not in Heaven her vigils keep.
There could be no heaven so far away,
That her pleading voice woold not ring dear,
To ask with her children again to stay,
Above the earth to come still near,
To guard and to guide them as before,
Even unto the heavenly shore.
For upon the earth the Mother’s Love
Is the crown and oentre of your life,
So unto the centre of her life above,
Winning you ever from earthly strife,
She, as a central light, is set
Within the heavenly coronet.
The Mother’s Love will gather you home,
* Will welcome and win her ohildren there,
And bid them by that light to come
Again unto the altar of prayer.
Likest is hers to the love of Christ,
And the love o f Qod, in great tenderness;
The o’er-brooding motherhood that turns
Forever unto each life to bless.
And when you pray to Heaven above,
Remember her in her blest state,
And from her gracious gift o f love,
She also prays that at last, though late,
She may win you unto her paradise
Again, through the light of your Mother’s eyes !
C O N V E R S E W IT H T H E S P IR IT O F JE S U S .
{Continuedfrom page 359.)
Permit me now a word or two on the “ Theological Con
flict.”
I f Jesus wa$ he u , and want of contemporaneous evidence
can never settle his non-existence. I f Jesus is, and spirit
communion a fact, then Spiritualists have in their own hands
the means of proving his existence.
I t has fallen to my lot during the last five years, to have
very open intercourse with the spirit-world, and as yet I have
had no difficulty in coming to speak with any spirit I was
desirous of converse with. On two separate occasions, and
under circumstances that, in my own case, precludes the
possibility of a doubt, T conversed with the spirit of Jesus.
The exceptional nature of the circumstances under which
these two interviews were held were thus:— On the first
occasion Jesus was accompanied by the spirit of a grand-uncle
of my own, with whom for years (though he was more than
twenty years in the spirit-world before I was born) I have
been and am quite familiar, and whose veracity I never found
the least occasion to call in question; but on the contrary,
found him far advanced in every spiritual attainment. A t
my request he procured me the interview, waited while the
interview lasted, and departed along with Jesus. T o me,
therefore, the presence of Jesus on that occasion was as cer
tain as the honour and veracity of my grand-uncle.
On the second occasion, my Father, nearly thirty years in
the spirit-world, procured me the interview. I may say I
sought this interview on purpose to confirm my doubts or
beliefs on the subject. M y father readily consented to do
what he could in the way of satisfying my desires, and in
three or four miuutes after the request, the spirit of Jesus

(professedly) and the spirit of my father became apparent to
the mind of the medium (a mesmeric clairvoyant) who, by
the way, knows little or nothing of the spiritual philosophy,
except that spirits come back, being so simple-minded in fact
as to require no philosophy, and almost wholly unconscious
of what passes in the trance state. M y first question to the
medium, was, to describe the appearance of the stranger,
who was tall, slender made, and with countenance soft,
beautiful and feminine, and clad in a loose robe of spotless
white, and crown of what appeared to be burnished gold upon
his head, and without ornament of any kind about the per
son. M y father also clad in a robe of the same kind, and
with crown also upon his head, was ill form a contrast to the
spirit of Je su s; not so tall, but broad shouldered and massive
in build, with not wholly the effects of forty years of sun and
shower of seafaring life eradicated from his countenance.
I have seen him many times clairvoyantly myself, and feel
his presence with mo almost every day, and sometimes two or
three times a day, and that for a good number of years, and
can trace the special providence of his hand all through my
life, but more especially in the direction of bringing my mind
in contact with Spiritual Truth.
A s to his character on
earth, with pride I say he is yet remembered in his native
place as a man of firm and generous nature, and of undoubted
courage, as is proved from a medal in my possession, for the
saving of the life of five persons,— a yachting party overtaken
and capsized by a storm.
The reader will perhaps excuse this personal matter, as I
only bring it forward in support of the position.
I did not ask: “ A re you J e s u s ? ” I said I requested
this interview on purpose to satisfy my own mind, on a sub
ject that has become a theme of discussion, namely, that
Jesus of the Gospels is a Myth. A t this point a smile lit up
the medium's face, which for a moment assumed a beautiful
expression, then gradually returned to its ordinary colour
and state of repose. Continuing, I said: “ B y some it is
thought that Jesus of the Gospels, his sayings and doings,
are simply an older form of allegorical teachings, that have
through time and change of place lost their allegorical sense,
and become focalized in a mythical personality— Jesus Christ.
M y own opinion is ”— Here the medium said (interestedly) :
“ Y e s : let mo know what your thoughts are on the subject.”
Continuing, I said: “ That Jesus was a man like ourselves,
wholly natural, but whose pre-natal and natal conditions were
brought about by the ascended patriots, prophets, and elders
of the Jewish nation, with the distinct end in view of cor
recting their own errors, and sowing the seeds of a more
spiritual religion ; that the Gospels were not strictly accurate;
that through the transcribing of manuscripts and other pro
cesses, much was in them that Jesus was not accountable for.”
In answer the spirit said : “ James, though you were in m y
self, as myself, you* could not have stated the truth clearer;
and I will be glad to come at any time you wish further
converse with me.” Without questioning, he further said:
“ I was with yourself some time ago, not here, in another
house; you seemed to see me.” On reflection I remembered
that about five weeks ago, while meditating on the Pyram id
and the Circle, and their relation to spiritual science generally,
a spirit of beneficent aspect appeared, clad in a vesture of
splendour surpassing anything I had ever before beheld. T h e
vision lasted only for two or three seconds, and I thought at
the time, it was the spirit of some ancient Egyptian, who
might be interested in my studies. I mentioned this circum
stance, when he replied, that that was the occasion to which
he referred. W ith a “ good night,” and “ God bless you,”
both spirits took their departure. I may mention as a point
of interest, that the white robe and crown seem, as far as I
can perceive, to be the undress dress of the spirit-world.
From the nature of the circumstances, this truthful state
ment cannot have much weight with any one but myself,
neither would I have it influence their judgment in the mat
ter, other than to seek for conviction in the same direction.
Man by life on earth becomes an eternal and enduring prin
ciple in the constitution of the Omnipresent and Infinite, with
the forces of his Being focalized towards the world in which
he began to be. In such a position he becomes a mediator
between God and man, causing the flow of spiritual forces to
and from the earth, that otherwise could not pass the infinite
gulf between spirit and matter; so that the life of man on
earth becomes the means whereby succeeding generations be
come fused into a graduated unity with God. In this sense,
and in no other, is Jesus a mediator, as all men are to the ex
tent of their spiritual attainments; and to the extent that
Jesus has become a factor in the constitution of the Almighty,

to that extent Jesus is God, a truth which is true of all, to a
greater or less extent
A s a principle in the constitution o f God, Jesus is omni
present, and as a spirit may dwell in the heart of every man,
to the extent that the soul of that man can bridge the gulf
between his external qualities as a man, and the qualities of
Jesus as an omnipresent principle; but the spirit of Jesus is
only one of myriads, all omnipresent principles in the consti
tution of God, and in the constitution of one another; and
such I aver is the destiny of all men, a proposition that is as
demonstrable to the prepared mind as any proposition of
Euclid.
J ames M cD ow all .

48, Clyde Street, Calton, Glasgow, February 3, 1884.

A N T I-S P IR IT U A L IS M IN N E W B U R Y .
M y dear Mr. Burns,— Believing that I am your sole cor
respondent in this town, on spiritual matters, I deem it my
duty to acquaint you with the following particulars of my late
personal experience.
In spite of an all-dominant priesthood ransacking every
corner of this unsophisticated rural district, spiritual affairs
have very little genuine influence upon the community in
general.
W e have, at all hours of the day, gentlemen in black
parading the ancient streets, prayer-book in hand, receiving
at every corner the courtesy of the depraved and hypocrititical; a reverence, alas! too oftenly graduated in humility by
the recollection of the many petty charities their skilfully
concocted tales have wrung from out the parson's pocket
W e have also our branch or corps of the Salvation Arm y,
with all the blazonry o f “ fire and blood ” overshadowing the
enthusiastic imbeciles, as they march past with most unsoldier-like clumsiness, under the command of those whose style
of procedure most faithfully declares that they, like their
more polite brethren, the priests— advance backwards !
Recurring to that gilded order of religious leaders, allow
me to make a few observations on something that occurred
here about a fortnight ago. Happening one evening to meet
an acquaintance in the vicinity of a small. Hall erected in
proximity to the poorer district of this town, he informed me
that one of the clergy was going to give an entertainment in
the Hall, and as he was considered very clever, both as a
preacher and scientist, he thought he would go, and invited
me to accompany him. I did so. On entering, I noticed
that the seats were principally occupied by young people,
evidently all belonging to the poorer classes. T he Vicar o f the
parish seemed to occupy the position of manager, or chair
man, whilst “ the wonderful man ” with his satellites occu
pied the platform end of the building. The programme, we
found, consisted of a miscellaneous assortment o f Handbell
ringing, singing, and experiments in chemistry.
I liked the handbell ringing— the simple songs of childhood
had also to me a fascinating pleasure. I honoured and res
pected and sympathised with those who had thus assembled
to give such pure, innocent, and elevating amusement to the
children of the poor.
But by-and-bye came the experiments in chemistry. Judge,
my worthy friend, of my horror, surprise, and indignation to
hear a priest, a teacher of the people, a man of God, on dis
playing a few of the simple experiments known by many
children of nine and ten years of age, and which are often
contained in Is. toy boxes, declare to his benighted audience
that these were the materials used by Spiritualists in pro
ducing their phenomena! Yes, Sir, this clever man, this
idol of the people, deep in the study o f the sciences, with
many derisive and sarcastic remarks, and some miserable
attempts at being witty, actually had the impudence to tell
those ignorant sons of toil that the claims of Spiritualism
were based on nothing else than a few of the experiments
which he was about to practise. He waved his hand, he
contemptuously invoked the spirits : “ Hey, presto, f l y ! ” —
the wonder-worker by mixing two liquids produced one o f a
different colour. I wonder if he would have the temerity to
declare that it was in this manner that his beloved Lord
changed the water into w in e! I trow not.
He showed how invisible writing could be made visible by
simply passing a peculiar solution over it, and claimed it as
the true method of modern spirit action— as the manner in
winch their so-called messages were produced. Did he for
get the “ Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin,” of the Bible he
professes to believe, or does he consider that that was but the

labour of Daniel, the accomplished chemist, prepared pre
viously to play upon the enfeebled nerves of an ignorant
monarch ? I rather think n ot
His remarks, in my sight, were blasphemous. M y blood
boiled, and, fearing I should forget myself, I rose and passed
out, with this prayer surging in my m in d : that the A llFather would, in justice to himself and the offspring of his
infinite creative power, hasten the eradication of such miser
able deludero and pretenders from the midst of the labouring
classes of England, who from infancy are taught to do them
reverence.
I pray you print this, that all the earth may know that the
antipathy we bear towards “ The Cloth ” is engendered and
fostered by their own despicable actions.
But yet another truthful aneodote before I close this
epistle.
Some time ago I was instrumental in forming in this town
a Society, of which I am at present president, termed the
Ciceronians: a society that aims exclusively at the develop
ment o f the histrionic powers of its members. Our meetings
were at first held at my residence, but as our numbers in
creased, I ventured to engage a Hall, the proprietor of which,
a Mr. Goddard, informed me that the same Hall was on Sun
days occupied by the Latter-Day Saints. T o the Mormons
we had not the slightest objection, and dreamt not that they
would have any to us,— my Society being principally com
posed of young men of respectability, drawn from the socalled orthodox bodies. Judge my surprise, however, when,
after our usual meeting on Thursday evening last, I called
on business upon Mr. Goddard, and was informed that “ the
Mormons were not coming back." Perceiving from his ex
pression o f countenance, which was rather comical, that there
was something more behind the scenes, I asked hastily:
“ But why, Mr. Goddard ? I am sorry to hear that— I hope
we have nothing to do with it ? ”
" Oh, but," he laughingly replied, “ you’ve a lot to do with
i t It is rumoured amongst them, with what truth I know
not, that you yourself are what is called a Spiritualist, and
last meeting, when their big man, Mr. W — , came to the
door of the Hall, he found that you had left it so choke full of
devils that he could not enter. That, sir, is the reason that
the young man who came to me gave for their not coming
back!”
Mr. Burns, during a rather prolonged residence in this
place, my life has been, as I have often informed you, most
quiet and reserved. I have offended no man. I have inter
fered with no man. Yea, I may venture to affirm without
fear of contradiction or appearance o f boastfulness, that
through my honest and straightforward dealings both amongst
Ohristians and Heretics, I have obtained universal respect.
M y morality has heretofore been considered unimpeachable,
and yet my Mormon friends make out that I am surrounded
by devils of incalculable power and intellect, and who must
therefore have an omnipotent influence over m y daily walk
and conversation. I f their influence continue to have such
a happy effect upon m y life and actions, I cannot, out o f con
sideration for the welfare o f humanity, but cry fervently:
“ L o r d ! multiply such * devils’ upon the face of the earth,
and may their power increase more and more to T h y glory
and the people’s g o o d ! ” Let Newbury and the priesthood
and our Mormon friends be blessed with a share of such
“ devilish ” society, for I feel confident that through time the
scales will fall from their distorted vision, and as they behold
these spirits face to face, they will exclaim: “ This is the
working of the Lord in very deed, for now, o f a truth we
know that we have been entertaining ‘ angels unawares *! ”
In truth, ever thine,
H ans E dwards.
J . BU R N S’S R E P L Y TO T . ASH CR O FT.
The edition o f this Reply whioh appeared for circulation
contains much more m atter than the one whioh was printed in
the Medium two weeks ago. The following in sm all type is a
condensed report o f M r. Burns’s reply at W est H artlepool,
February 14, 1879, delivered in the presence o f Mr. Ashcroft,
and the second tim e he was answered to his face by Mr. Burns,
be having no other defenoe than abuse and his trickster
“ C hallenge: ”—
“ Spiritualism is Pretentious.” So are thoee w ho essay to expose it. Bat while
Spiritualism has a basis of result to justify its claims, its detractors are found empty.
The lecture, however, to whioh I replied, afforded no definition of Spiritualism, and
it was difficult to know what was Mpretentious." Spiritualism I defined to be (1) an
acknowledgment of the existence of Qod, the Infinite Spirit; (2) that man is tar
nature a spiritual being; (3 ) that man, after the death of the body, can com m on ioate
with those in the flesh; (4) that the great purpose of life is the spiritual development
of man for eternal purposes. Truly, very Mpretentious," and of the same kind as
other spiritual movements which preceded it
,,
_
“ It to Ridiculous.” Those who oppose it—very. Ridiculous people die. By
returning in a ridiculous form thejr establish their Identity. The lecturer appeared to

have only met with ridiculous oontrols, and It was a notorious faot that the nature o f
the sitter determined the quality o f the spirits that oome to him. The lecturer had
professed to give an explanation of table movements. 44By his will-power," he said,
44he could make the table lift as muoh as he oduld make his hand lift up and down,
and make as many taps as he pleased." This I did not deny, for denial is not argu
ment. I had heard others say that they oould do so, and though I had not succeeded
in that kind o f experiment myself, I believed their report, as It proved the spiritual
theory j for if a man could lift or move a table by will or spirit, and without moving
a muscle, he performed a physical act without physical means, and that was a defini
tion o f a spiritual manifestation through physical objects. It was wholly illogical to
say that the influence from the hands o f the sitters moved the table, for the lecturer
had stated, according to the newspaper report, to the contrary; lor he said he used
his will, and will Is not located in the hands or finger-tips. I therefore did not object
to this statement o f his as to moving his table, but I wholly rejected his Imputation
that, by the same means, other people’s tables were thus moved. Though ho could
will his own table, he could not will other people’s tables when ho was not present,
and If those present did not will them either, then some other intelligence did so, and
that other intelligence oould only be ascertained and determined on by the facts
which were discovered as resulting from the willing o f the controlling intelligence.
The lecturer knew that he willed the table to move by the nature of the movement,
and In like manner others who had tried table experiments discovered that departed
spirits produced the movements by the nature of the telegraphic messages thus Im
parted. I, therefore, to a demonstration showed that the lecturer had not only mis
represented the facts of spiritual manifestations, but his conclusions were not In
logical keeping with his premisses. He had also overlooked the iostanoes o f table
movements without contact, and the lifting o f heavy tables, sometimes carrying
several heavy men, and that without the slightest exercise o f will-power or diminution
o f vitality on the part o f anyone present. Such were the true facts which the looturer
had failed to grapple with; and In his allusion to them he condemned his own theory,
and thus proved his 44pretentions " to be baseless.
44 It is Anti-ChristlaB,"—that is, not in accordance with the personal views and dog
matic opinions o f the lecturer. The difficulty was in determining the true value o f
the term “ Christian." The lecturer seemed to imply that it consisted in subser
viency to the views and personal requirements o f Christian preachers. I said I pre
ferred to drop the term 44Christian ’’ altogether in such a discussion, and base argu
ment upon the Goipel. I did not wish Spiritualism to be gauged by the opinions or
fellings o f Sptritnalists, nor oould I submit to have the measure of Gospel truth
tested by the dogmatisms of so-called Christians. Let us go to the fonntain-head of
feet in both cases. I took my stand on the Gospel, and on that basis was prepared to
reply to objections.
44It is Unsariptural." Thai is a matter o f opinion, and with Protestants every man
i* free, without obloquy or detraction, to Interpret Scripture in accordance with his
own private Judgment. A ll spiritual dispensations had been voted unscriptural by
the effete creatures of the passing and worn-out ceremonial. Jesus was considered an
opponent to religion, and so turoughout Scripture there were seen two oontending
parties. First, those who followed after the established order of things; and secondly,
those inspired ones who called the peoplo to repentance and to a higher knowledge of
spiritual things. These had always been at war with one another. Tho great heroes
o f biblical history were of the second class, who contended against the established
priesthood and the power of public opinion. In this day Spiritualists are the followers
o f that martyr and self-denying class, while the descendants o f their persecutors and
opponents are of the established religious bodies. There are in the Bible analogous
phenomena described to those which now occur in Modern Spiritualism. I agree with
all the denunciations o f evil spirlt-influcnee or witchcraft found in the Bible.
Spiritnailsm is also calling to a knowledge of Immortality and spiritual things, more
or the materialistic thinkers, who are utterly beyond the reach of church-tcaching,
than all the churches put together. I was astonished that the churches did not receive
Spiritualism with open arms; it was their best friond, and had filled many pews with
solid adherents. (These sentiments, kindly spoken, were received with howling and
noises of the most indescribable kind. The determination of a section of the aualcnoe
was that no good thing oould come out o f Nazareth. To be told that Spiritualism
did men good, or that a Spiritualist oould appear on the side o f true religion, fired
tliat cfess of the audience with the old c r y ,44 Crucify him ! crucify him !’’ )
44 It is Untruthful."
I confessed I could not see the point of this objection.
Spirits were not infallible any more than men. On earth we conferred with one
another, notwithstanding the fact that every word said was not to bo accepted
as absolute truth. The objection I had to the lecture under review was a case in
point. It was a great mistake to suppose tliat Spiritualists accepted as truth all that
spirits said, any more than they pin their faith to the ipse dixit o f any man. The
question was not, Do spirits at all times speak the absolute truth ? but, Do spirits
communicate and manifest personal Identity ?—the truthful ones speaking truth to
tho best of their knowledge, the untruthful ones, like many opponents of Spiritualism,
doing their best to pervert and misrepresent tenth. That spirits did communic ite,
was a fact proved by millions, and therefore, Spiritualism was true.
44 It is Immoral." Alluding to m y definition o f Spiritualism, I regarded it as the
basis o f ail morality. In practice it was best to take men as we find them. There
were Spiritualists in West Hartlepool as well as in other places. The question then
resolved llself Into this: Are these men in West Hartlepool, or elsewhere, whom you
know and who are Spiritualists, worse than their neighbours ? I maintained that the
answer would b e ,44No I” Not only so, but that In most cases it would be found that
the adherents o f Spiritualism were of superior moral character. Amongst experienced
sitters it was found that persons o f bad habits or immoral character oould not find a
place in the spirit-circle, as those with spiritual gifts were so affected thereby that the
unpleasant sitters had to be expelled, or Improve their habits. I had known many
families purified, bencfltted and blessed by spirit-communion ; and the evils that at
present existed in society, and which could not be traced to Spiritualism, would all be
obviated if all mankind were as moral and well-conducted as Spiritualism had made
thousands. The statement made by the lecturer, that Spiritualism made so many
lunatics in America, 1 proved to be a falsehood, from the statistics collected by Dr.
Crowell, which showed that the number of lunatics produced by religious excitement
was much greater than tho very few who were or had been Spiritualists. Tho lecture,
to which I replied, abounded in similar unfounded statements; and that tho opinion
o f Spiritualism thus presented had been derived from reading the works o f
Spiritualists was absurd, because no honest man conld make snch statements after
reading such works.
[In Deo., 1876, Dr. Crowell sent to the 87 insanity Institutions in the United States,
Containing 38,668 patients, an inquiry as to how many insane persons were detained
therein from religions excitement and Spiritualism. The information was afforded
by 68 institutions, containing 23,328 patients, and there were 412 reported insane
from religious excitement and only 69 from excitement caused by Spiritual tom. A
full statement o f the facts may be obtained on application to the Spiritual Institution,
16, Southampton Bow, London, W.C.J

, Dear Mr. Barns,—I have much pleasure in supporting your
statements in tbe Medium of May 30th, in repudiating the
allegations of the “ Rev. T. Ashcroft.” I well remember the
15th of Jane, 1875, and the lecture you gave in the Oo-opera
tive Hall, Morloy, on 44 Spiritualism, and why I embrace it.”
I may say I sent Mr. Ashcroft the bill announcing your lecture,
and I invited him to come and make arrangements to defend
his position. He came, and what you have said is the truth
respecting what took place in the Hall, and in addition to what
you have stated, Mr. Butterfield and myself asked Mr. Ash
croft if he would arrange for a proper debate, or appoint a
Committee in Morley to do s o ; but his courage was not equal
to the task; ho positively refased. Further, to show how
courageous a fellow the Rev. (I had almost said gentleman) is,
he went to Barnsley, and there delivered his rigmarole lecture;
and a Mr. Parkin wrote and asked mo if I conld give him any
assistance in defending tbe trnth. I submitted the following
names to Mr. Parkin, who road the names over in the Temper
ance Hall, Barnsley, at the close of Mr. Ashcroft's lecture, and
asked if he would kindly arrange a debate with any one of
the follow ing: Dr. G. Sexton, Mr. Burns, Mr. John Eitson, or
Mrs. Butterfield. His reply was, 44I f they will come and give

a leoture I will reply to it, but I will not debate.” After this
he had the audaoity to say at the close of his lectures, he had
killed Spiritualism and buried its Sexton. I saw this state
ment in print. I sent Mr. Ashcroft a challenge which was
published in the 44 Barnsley Times,” and read as follows, as
near as I can recollect: “ Mr. Ashcroft states he has killed
Spiritualism and buried its Sexton. Now I beg to say this is a
false statement, and I am willing to arrange a debate in the
Mechanic's Hall, Barnsley, for three nights, on the following
terms: Dr. George Sexton, to take the positive, the Rev. T.
Ashoroft, the negative. I will pay all expenses of Hall, bills,
and advertising, pay Mr. Ashoroft 10s. per night for his
trouble, and hand over the surplos, if any, to any charitable
institution in Barnsley.— B. H. Bradbury.” Mr. Ashoroft has
never yet accepted this challenge, and probably never will. I
may say that Mrs. Butterfield at that time gave about six
lectures in Barnsley, in reply to Mr. Ashoroft and in defence
o f the Cause; that we journeyed from Morley to Barnsley to
see Mr. Ashoroft and his confederate, R. J. Lees, “ expose ”
Spiritualism ; that they refused us to be on the platform, and
even debarred us from putting questions. Hoping Spiritualists
generally will refuse to aooept his statements and his brag, —I
am, yours respectfully, B. H. B r a d b u r y , 1, Fern Terrace,
Britannia Road, Bruncliff, near Leeds.
To the Editor of the M edium .— Sir,—In consequence o f a
statement made by tbe Rev. T . Ashcroft during his recent
lectures in Accrington, that 44Mr. William Howitt, before his
death reoanted his belief in Spiritualism,” I have taken tbe
trouble to write to his daughter, Mrs. Watts (author of “ The
Pioneers of the Spiritual Reformation,” in which she sketches
the life of William Howitt, his work for Spiritualism, and bis
bright sunset of life), and asked her if Mr. Ashcroft's state
ment was true or false, and have received from her husband
the following reply :—
“ 19, C hbywb W alx, C helsea, S.W ., 29th May, 1884.
statement which you inform us has been made by
the Rev. T . Ashcroft, that 4Mr. Howitt, before his death recanted his belief in
Spiritualism.’ You have our permission so to state wherever yon think proper.—
Yours sincerely,
A lario A lfred W atts.
44To Mr. R. Wolstenholme."

44Sir,—There to no truth in the

Mr. Howitt might have seen with prophetic eye the aspersion
thrown on his character by Mr. Ashcroft when he wrote the
following words:—
44Don’t be anxious about Spiritualism. From the first moment o f its appearance
to this, it has moved on totally nnooncemed and unharmed amidst every species of
opposition, misrepresentation, lying? and obstruction, and yet has daily and hoarly
grown and spread, and strengthened, aa if no such evil Influences were assailing it.
Like the sun, it has travelled on Its course unconscious o f tho clouds beneath it. Like
the ocean, It has rolled in billows over tho slimy creatures at its bottom, and dashed
its majestic waves over every proud man who dared to tread within its limits. And
whence comes this? Obviously, from the hand which is behind It, the hand o f
the Great Euler of the Universe. For my part, having long poroelved this great fact,
I have ceased to care what people say or do against Spiritualism; to care who believe*
or does not believe; who comes into It or stays ou t; certain that it to as mock a part
of God's eoonomy o f the universe as the light o f the sun, and will, therefore, go on
and do its work."

Yours, etc ,
Blackburn, May 30th, 1884.

R. W olstenholme.

W. J. COLVILLE'S FORTHCOMING BOOK OF
LECTURES.
To all readers of the M edium :
On the solicitation of many friends who are anxiously en
quiring when the volume of Discourses, delivered through my
mediumship in Neumeyer Hall during the present season, is
likely to appear, I beg to submit the following statement of
fact.
Owing to the recent fire in Anderson's Typo Foundry, which
destroyed my stereo-plates of “ Bertha,” and other valuable
property, I have been left entirely without the means o f pub
lishing any future books, as every one who knows anything of
tbe large outlay required before a book oan be produoed, will
fully appreciate my position when I inform the public, that I
cannot go to press without a considerable amount of capital to
start with. Had my “ Bertha ” plates not been destroyed, I
should have had the necessary means at my disposal, as a
friend in America offered me £50 if I would deliver up my
plates, whioh I should certainly have done, unless I oould have
made still better terms with publishers. As it is, an Ameri
can edition of my work may or may not be brought out, but if
it is, I can reap no profit unless I can buy a quantity o f the
books when they are out, and sell them at some advantage.
I make these facts known, because owing to this fire I am
left entirely without the means of making any advanoes to my
publisher, and as I do not know how much longer I may be
able to remain in England, I cannot wait the many months
which it will probably take to oollect a sufficiency of half.*
crowns to pay the cost of bringing out 1,000 volumes, and less
than that number cannot be produoed at the prioe. Under
these circumstances tbe lectures must remain unpublished, un
less those who are sufficiently interested in tbe spiritual work
for which I am tbe instrument, oome forward and piaoe the
means at my disposal for presenting these Lectures to the
world. I have always made my own living by my own exer
tions, but I oannot bring out books without oapital. 41 Bertha**
paid its expenses, but no more, and had I the funds in hand t o
bring out the Lectures, I should be quite willing to undertake
all the labour incident to their production without remunera—

tion. More than this I cannot do without running hopelessly
into debt, and this I w ill not do nnder any circumstances.
Having made these statements plainly, I leave it to the
public to decide whether the means shall be forthcoming or
not. A great many friends have earnestly solicited me to re
quest Mr. Burns to insert this letter, which I have written
most reluctantly. At this time and in this place I wish to
publicly acknowledge the following subscriptions, which have
been handed to me in consequence of the FIRE, by means of
which I have lost all my temporal possessions.
£ s. d.
Pendleton friends, per Mr. W. Olarke ...
1 0
0
Mrs. Camberwell J o n e s ..........................
10 0
H. Hogan, Esq...................................................1 0
0
J. Regan, Esq................................ .
...
1 1 0
Mrs. R e g a n .................................................
1 1 0
As soon as this fund reaches £50 I shall go to press with the
Lectures, but as £100 are needed to cover expenses, I must
also obtain 500 subscribers at 2$. 61.—Yours very truly,
W. J. Colville .
Some people ask how the stereo-plates ooold be burned at
Messrs. Sharrow and Anderson’s Foundry, 6, West Street, Soho,
on Tuesday morning, May 6, when “ Bertha ” was printed at
the Spiritual Institution. Printing a book and making stereo
plates for future use are two distinct^trados. After each sheet
was printed off, the pages of type were sent to Mr. Anderson’s
to have moulds made and stereo-plates oast, whioh would have
enabled Mr. Colville to print many editions without having to
set the type again. All these plates of the pages of type were
finished and invoiced, but had to remain in the foundry for a
few corrections. Meantime the fire occurred and they were
melted, causing great loss to Mr. Anderson, and others who
had plates there besides Mr, Colville.

JESSE SHEPARD’S MUSICAL SEANCES.

sonorous epic, full o f eleotrio life, vivid, Impassioned, and
vehement as Homer.”
The maroh was followed by a duet, sung as by Sontag and
Lablache, with music b y Donizetti. It Is said by musical
oritics that the way Mr. Shepard dwells upon the highest O is
worthy of Jenny Lind herself; and the change to the deep im
passioned basso is a marvel of musical skill.
This phenomenal musician was born in England, but passed
his childhood in St. Louis, where in 1860 he was a member 'of
0. O. Simmons’s Bible class at Trinity Church. He likewise
attended the school of a Mr. Gilfillen, who used to remark that
“ he never oould teach that young 8hepard anything,” and tbe
reason assigned was, that it seemed to be utterly impossible
for him to learn anything at sohool; and R is said he is even
now wholly unacquainted with grammatical and rhetorical
rules.
A t the commencement of our civil war his parents moved to
Canada, where his marvellous gift of music was developed.
His first public appearance, as many of your early readers will
remember, was in Boston, in 1868, where a critical audience
pronounced his entertainment a grand suocess.
Prof. Jacob Krouse, the greatest linguist, literary and musi
cal critic in Amerioa, says: “ Mr. Shepard’s musical abilities
surpass everything.”
Those who have kept themselves informed in regard to Mr.
Shepard’s career in England, France, Germany, St. Petersburg
and other foreign countries, as well as in our own country,
will not wonder when they learn that it was with the greatest
difficulty that our Mr. F. J. Underwood prevailed upon Mr.
Shepard to visit our p la ce; and we regarded ourselves as
singularly fortunate in securing him on a guaranty of 200
dollars (£40) for four seances, whioh without the least
difficulty Mr. Underwood suooeeded in doing.
Admittance to the circles was two dollars each, or four
dollars for a lady and gentleman, and an equal number of the
sexes is required for the best results. All who listened to tbe
music felt they were well repaid for the trifling expenditure,
and when we consider that at the opening of the Palaoe Hotel,
in California, a select audience paid twenty dollars (£ 4 ) each
for their tiokets to his entertainment, we do not complain at
his oharges here.
Mr. Shepard spent some weeks in Kansas City before ooming
here, and I learn that as a result of his music there, quite a
revival in Spiritualism is apparent. Susie M. Johnson was
there, and became a member of one o f Mr. Shepard’s select
developing classes in that city.
Dr. A. J. Fishback was with us during the stay o f Jesse
Shepard, and gave us some grand lectures daring the time
and after the departure o f the great musician.
Witnessing and participating in these seances as the Doctor
did, and being thoroughly satisfied that the medium whilst
playing and singing was completely under the control of those
grand old masters of song, he found therein strong corrobora
tive assuranoes o f the genuineness of an ancient control or
guiding spirit to which he has become subjected—a teacher
whose instructions under favourable surroundings are given in
an unmistakable independent voice. Dr. Fishback and Jesse
Shephard have left u s; and the friends o f our Cause are re
joicing over the increased interest apparent on the part of the
people in the subject of Spiritualism. The scientific investi
gations of Crookes, ZOllner, Wallace and others are now
supplementing that given by Mr. Shepard, and it is a note
worthy fact that this apparent and unmistakable interest is
manifest among our very best people.
Springfield, Mo., April 80th, 1884.
B. Hovey .

(

Just before leaving America Mr. Shepard visited Springfield, Mo. Respecting his sitting there the following letter ap
peared in tho “ Banner of Light ” of May 24:—
Our city had within it during the past week a man whose
fame is world-wide. In this country he has been honoured by
the leading citizens o f nearly every large city. The person
referred to is the world-renowned phenomenal singer and
piano-player, Jesse Shepard, who held a senes of receptions
and seances during the week at the parlours of Dr. Hovey, on
Boonville Street. There were four seances given, and they
were attended by many o f the leading citizens, both ladies and
gentlemen, and such a feast of music greeted them as will not
be likely to be repeated many times during life. I will not
trouble you with a description of his person ; your readers are
generally, and many of them specially, acquainted with Mr.
Shepard. His seances were arranged in tbe ordinary manner,
with the paino near one end of the room, leaving space for a
row of chairs, and the sitters were circled around the piano
and the performer, filling—with twenty-six to thirty persons
—the entire room. All were requested to join hands and en
gage in singing suoh songs as “ The Sweet Bye-and-Bye ” and
other familiar pieces, started and accompanied by the piano.
Tbe music commenced, and before the second stanza was finish
ed a guitar was heard playing in different parts of the room,
as though floating above the heads of the sitters—the room
being perfectly dark— and, in the language o f the “ Evening
Journal,” which, by the way, contained an excellent twocolumn article on the subject: “ It sent a cold shiver along
the spinal column o f the reporter, as it settled upon his head THE CIRCLE AND SPIRITUAL SCIENCE: MYSTIFIED
for a moment.”
MATHEMATICS.
When the music stopped the medium oould be heard breath
Dear Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. MoDowall, must indeed
ing apparently with difficulty, and in a whisper pronounced the be a bold man to challenge the accuracy o f a long line of
name of Mozart. Then followed the rendition of one of the mathematicians in the matter of the ratios of the circumfer
most difficult compositions of that great master, in a style that ence of the circle to its diameter, and o f the area o f the oirole
makes stale and spiritless the best performances of tbe ablest to that of its circumscribed square. It would occupy too muoh
professional pianists. Other songs were sung, and the audience of your valuable space to critioise the assailable points of his
was requested to make two selections one of whioh is remember paper. The author, having “ intuitively perceived a great
ed as a selection from tho stormy music of Wagner, and a selec truth,” whioh he regarded as involving the right relations of
tion in which the great soul of that matchless oomposer appears the oiroular elements, finding that the accepted values o f the
to have reached the very climax of greatness in the production ratios do not quite square with his hypothesis, “ had no other
of harmony, born of the fury of tbe tornado, the rolling and conclusion to arrive at than either that his impressions were
crashing of the thunder, the lashing of the waves upon the wrong, or that the above numbers were incorrect.” He him
rocks that impede their progress, and suoh accompaniments as self adopts the latter alternative, and labours hard to justify
one finds it impossible to describe. The very instrument itself his position; but every sound mathematician will unhesitat
seemed inspired. It almost seemed a thing of life ; its energy ingly say, “ So muoh the worse for the ‘ impressions.’ ” It
appeared to be beyond oontro), and it impressed the ear as surely canoot be worth while to waste any time in trying to
though it was raised from tbe floor, as it wrestled with the throw doubt on the accuracy of the recognised values, based,
grand and indescrible volume of music that poured from its as they are, on the dearest mathematical reasoning, and
strings as from an inexhaustible fountain.
verifiable by independent processes of calculation. I f Mr.
After this grand storm was over other songs were sung and MoDowall will carefully go through the method of the calculus,
the w Egyptian March ” played ; and right here I am tempted and that of approximate polygons; and, in eaoh oase, will put
to reproduce the graphic description of this maroh, in the lan his finger on the point where the supposed error lies; then he
guage of the St. Louis “ Post-Dispatch” for August, 1881 : may be on the right road to correcting them : but until this
** It was a revelation o f itself. The distant confused tramp of can be done, he will do well to oherish a conviction that some
approaching multitudes, the stirring dissonance of horns and fallacy whioh has hitherto escaped his scrutiny underlies his
brass instruments as they draw nearer and nearer, and tbe own imaginary demonstration.
0. W. Dymond.
clamorous outcries and the rush and roar of battle. It is a I Bath, 9th June, 1884.
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lent conductor o f electricity, and the man being standing on
a net-work of iron beams, the charge passed through him
with only the loss of his heel, whereas, had he been better insu
lated it might have killed him. Suoh is the explanation that
has been offered. His companion, who did not lay hold of the
iron beam escaped altogether. The inference is, that if all
iron about the Tower were covered, it would be quite safe
during the prevalence of lightning. Those who are skilled in
electrical science may be able to deal with this matter more
appropriately.
Mr Jesse Shepard has gone to Paris.
Mrs. Armstrong, an eminent Medical Oink royante, from Mel
bourne, Australia, is at present in London. Her card appears
on page 383.
Our old friend, and well-known Spiritualist, Mr. Matthews
Fidlcr has arrived iu Newcastle, from Sweden, on a short visit
________________________
to England.
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OPENING OF A NEW HALL IN LEEDS.
PAo M edium t* «oZ4
aZZ Newsvendors, flm4 supplied by
We have reoeived the following hand-bill:—The Leeds
the wholesale trade generally.
Psycbologio&l Sooiety having now found a room in whioh they
Advertisements are inserted in the M e d iu m a* 64. per hope to be able to oonduct their meetings permanently and in
peace, have pleasure in announcing that the Inaugural
Ztne. A serfs* 6y contract.
Addresses will be delivered by Mr. J. Burns (of London),
Legacies on behalf o f the Cause should he left in the Editor of the M e d i u m , on Sunday, June 15tb, 1884. Morning,
name o f “ James Bums.”
at 10.30 ; evening, 6 30. Collections will be made. Mr. Burns
proposes to hold, at 2 30 in the afternoon, a Conference o f
Mediums and Friends of the Movement.
The new room will be known as The Psychological Hall,
Grove House Lane, back o f Brunswick Terrace, Leeds. The
publio and friends are earnestly invited.
LONDON, FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 1894
On Monday evening, June 16tb, in the above Room, at
8 o’clock, Mr. Burns will give a Lecture on Phrenology, with
examinations.
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T H E M E D IU M AND D A YBREAK .

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
Mr. Swindlehurst congratulates Spiritualists on the absence
of dogma in their teachings. Very w e ll: those who teach
dogma cannot be “ Spiritualists,” for dogma is o f the material
and local, while the Spiritual Truth is omnipresent and
eternally the same. Those who are the subjects of control may
be five or six different things all within the one hour. In Mrs.
Richmond's Invocation we have at the close the Salvation
Army dogma of the blood quite distinctly stated, while the
truly glorious peroration of the Discourse, is luminous with
Spiritual Tfuth, that abolishes the dogma, so confidently
addressed to Deity in the Invocation.
Mr. McDowall relates a very oommon-sense experience in
respect to “ Jesus.” The “ Christian worshipper ” would
rather that he bad not spoken. But to assume that the
slightest importance may be attached to whether “ Jesus”
did or did not exist, is dogma, and inimical to Spiritual
Truth. In discussing the assumed fact there is always a
more significant assumption looming in the background; and
that assumption is simply the vast nightmare of ecclesiastical
theology, which has ever crushed down the soul o f man, and
steadily seeks to perch its grim figure on the temple of
Spiritual Truth.
No doubt the world advanoes; but is that because of the
crucifixion of any one ? Does not the Almighty exist, and
operate through His angel ministrants on the soul of His
children in earthly bodies? And is that not the cause of
human progress, rather than hypothetical crucifixions ? This
is an important consideration, for to forget the All-Supreme,
and impute Progress to monkish fancies, is surely the worst
for n of atheism and infidelity. We feel the weight of this
consideration so heavily, that we cannot permit this issue of
the M e d i u m to go forth without these words.
Mr. W. H. Robinson has, with the kindest intentions, apprised
us of the fact that a young woman in the district has been dis
covered to be endowed with remarkable mediumistic powers,
three tall and five small spirit-forms having appeared in a
good light. As this young lady has never done us the slightest
injury, we do not feel justified iu being so cruel as to put all
the seance-hunting hounds on her track. We could unearth
similar remarkable mediums weekly, but we counsel them all
to keep “ occult,” and do their work in accordance with
spiritual laws, and not at the demand of an ignorant publio.
We hope the friends of this young lady will protect her, for
she is in great danger if exhibited as a show to the oovetous
or curious. No one should be admitted, except such as would
be accepted and trusted as friends of the closest intimacy. If
Spiritualists keep their mediums thus, their power would
become unparalleled.
A remarkable event occurred ou Sunday last at the famous
Tower, built by A. T. T. P. at his country seat. Two visitors
bad prevailed ou the care-taker to allow them to go to the top.
They did so, and standing ou the main floor, composed of iron
girders aud concrete, with the iron beams of the floor of the
lantern five feet higher, one of these visitors was holding on by
one of these iron beams, when a charge of lightning passed
through him, taking away a portion of his heel. He could
walk to a neighbouring inn, but had to remain there. It is
supposed that the iron and concrete render the tower an excel

L e e d s : Psychological Hail.— On Sunday afternoon last, an
instructive paper was read by one of our members, Mr.
Gardiner, on *•Food, its use and abuse,” which gave rise to an
interesting conversation. In the evening the platform was
occupied by Mrs. Graven, whose guides reviewed th) past
work of the Sooiety, and urged upon the members the neces
sity of united and individual effort fn the future. Next Sunday
will doubtless be a red letter day to ua. We are expecting
oar old friend Mr. Burns to give as three services ; morning,
10.30; afternoon, 2.30, for a conference o f mediums and
friends in the district; evening, 6.30. Refreshments will be
provided between the services at a small charge. On the
Monday evening, at 8, Mr. Burns will give a lecturo on
Phrenology. The New Ball is situated at the back of Bruns
wick Terrace, near Brunswick Wesleyan Chapel, Camp Road.

PENDLETON SOOIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS.
The above Society will hold three weeks' services in the
Pendleton Town Hall, to oommenoe on Sunday, June 22nd,
when two addresses will be given by Mrs. Groom, o f Birming
ham, to be followed by clairvoyant descriptions of the spiri
tual surroundings o f persons in the audience. On Sunday,
June 29th, two addresses will be given by Mr. Schutt, of
Accrington; and on Sunday, July 6tb, two addresses will be
given by Mr. J. W. Colville, to be followed by impromptu
poems. Subjects for the poems to be chosen by the audience.
Services each Sunday to oommenoe at 2*30 and 6 30 p.m. Col
lections to defray expenses.
♦-------N o t t i n g h a m .—Mrs. 0. L. Y. Richmond will give Inspira
tional Discourses on Sundays, June 29 and July 6. Farther
particulars will be announced.
The paroel of M e d iu m s from “ A True Lover of the Cause,”
Land port, Portsmouth, has come to hand quite safe. Thanks,
we will distribute them.
Rev. John Page Hopps, of Leicester, will preach at Queen's
Road Chapel, Dalaton, ou Sanday, June 15, at 11 a.m. and
7 p.m., it being the thirty-first anniversary. Collections.
A c c r in g t o n .—We thank the editors of the two local papers
for their kindness in stating so fully Mr. Burns's Reply to Rev.
T. Ashcroft. One paper gave nearly the whole o f the Reply,
the other presented the salient points.
M a n c h e s t e r : Temperance Hall, Tipping Street, Ardwick.—
On Sanday last Mr. Schutt, of Accrington, answered ques
tions in the morning to the satisfaction of all. In the evening
the guides took for their subject, “ The fall of Man, and his total
depravity.” The address was listened to with closest atten
tion throughout, and every one seemed well satisfied with what
they had heard.—J. M. H unns.
Sheffield.— Miss Dale Owen gave two lectarea last Sanday
in the Hall o f Science, before the Secular Society, to very
good meetings; and on Monday the Spiritualists had the
pleasure of seeing and hearing her in the meeting room of the
Psychological Sooiety. The room was quite full, and all
enjoyed the meeting. She gave ns her very interesting lecture,
“ How the spirits have helped me,” and we hope to see her
again soon.— W. Hardy .

a

MR. COLVILLE’S NEUMEYER HALL MEETINGS.
On Sunday, June 8, Mr. W. J. Colville spoke twioe, as usual*
it Neumeyer Hall. The subject of the morning: discourse was
“ Trinity In Unity and Unity in Trinity, as revealed by Nature.”
The lecturer took objection to the prevailing notions of a
trinity consisting of three male personages, or two male per
sonages and a dove, and declared the only true trinity to be
father, mother and child : as in Egypt, Osiris, Isis, and Horns
portrayed the conceptions of the ancients, which were of the
equality of male and female, and the necessity of the masonline
and feminine forces being perfectly united, or there oould be
no harmonious offspring. The Brahminical Trinity is not
unnatural, as Brahma, the Creator; Vishnu, the Preserver;
and Siva, the Destroyer and Reproducer, personify intelligibly
the activity of Spirit in all the operations of the universe.
When these ancient terms and emblems are really understood,
a vast fund of spiritual truth will be found enshrined in these
antique symbols. The absolute sign of unity is for ever the
circle, while the triangle is the absolute interpreter and divider
of the circle to finite thought. The oiroie signifies eternity,
immortal life, knowing neither beginning nor end, while the
triangle divides eternity into past, present, and future. The
soul itself knows only the present; reason and sense oonoeive
of past and future also. The name, Jehovah, has bnt three
letters in Hebrew, as vowels are not inserted. The name
itself means the Eternal Being, while the Elohim acknowledged
bj Israel as inferior to Jehovah do not constitute the one God
of the Hebrews; the lords being spiritual ministrants, fallible
and limited. With these the prophets and seers held open
converse, as some persons see and converse with spirits to-day.
After dwelling at length upon the religious concepts of
Orientals, Greeks, Romans, etc., etc., the speaker concluded a
most interesting and instructive address by begr g his hearers
to regard simple Truth or Justioe as the Infinite Oiroie of all
perfection. Love is one of its hemispheres, Wisdom is the
other; from this sphere o f Love and Wisdom, Power and Life
ever proceeds. This is the 44Divine Child,” and also the
41Holy Spirit,” which proceedeth from the Father and the
Mother. The Son should not be acknowledged without the
Daughter, as there is perfect duality in all the emanations of
the Eternal Mind. The entire lecture would well bear most
careful perusal. We hope soon to see it in print; also the
poem on 44Money,” which followed it. In the afternoon, the
audience selected as the topic of discourse, 44Man, as he was,
as he is. and as he should be.” This lecture, like that o f the
morning, was replete with valuable instruction. The poem
was on 44How the soul can conquer sense.” The music was
very pleasing at both services, and the beautiful flowers kindly
given by ladies who are never absent from these meetings,
added much to the appearance of the hall.
On Sunday next, June 15, W. J. Colville’s subjects will be :
11 a.m . , 44True Spiritual Marriage;” 3 p m. , 44The True Gift of
Healing, and the True Spiritual Physician,” a sermon for
Hospital Sunday. As these subjects are both extremely inter
esting and important, and as W. J. Colville will leave London
f i n a l l y on July 5, we expect the attendance will be unusually
large. We hope the public will not miss the opportunity of
hearing these fine discourses on the last three Sundays o f their
delivery.
W. J. Colville’s lecture last Monday evening at the Spiritual
Institution was well attended by a seleot and numerous com
pany of influential persons, who greatly enjoyed the fine inspi
rational treat provided for them. On Monday next, June 16,
the 5th lecture in the Course will be delivered, subject, 44The
Celestial Sphere and the Spiritual Guardians o f the earth,”
relevant questions invited. Public Reception in same room
every Frioay at 8 p.m. Admission free. Come, and bring
friends.
W. J. Colville’s Provincial engagements already made are as
follow:—
Pendleton, Sunday, July 6, Town Hall 2.30 and 6.30 p.m.
g&lford, Monday and Friday, July 7 and 11, Trinity Hall,
83, Chapel Street, 8 p.m.
Sowerby Bridge, Sunday, July 13, also 14 and 15.
Bradford, Sunday, July 20, 21, and 22.
As W. J. Colville’s provincial tour will be extremely limited
in duration, all in the Lancashire district who desire his ser
vices, should endeavour to make arrangements for lectures be
tween the dates mentioned above.
Arrangements are in active preparation for a Grand Concert
and Farewell Reception to be given to W. J. Colville, in
Neumeyer Hall, at an early date. Full particulars next week.
---------4-------BE SURE AND READ THIS.
All intending subscribers for W. J. Colville’s forthcoming
book of Inspirational Discourses and Poems, are requested to
remit 2s. 6d. for each copy required, IMMEDIATELY,
To W. J. C o l v i l l e ,
care of J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row,
Holborn, London, W.O.
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T h e G aides o f M rs. R ich m o n d desire to announce that
this series o f D iscou rses is n ot in ten d ed in an y sense to b e a
ph enom enal illustration o f Spiritualism , b u t w ill be o f a nature
to in vite th ou gh t con cern in g the inner teachings o f Spirit.
T h e re fo re , th ey w ish to announce that th e su b ject for the
sixth discourse, w h ich w ill be g iv e n on Su n day, J u n e 1 5 th , at
7 p.m ., w ill b e :—

44 T H E D U A L P E R F E C T I O N

O F L IF E

ON E A R T H ,

O R T H E N E W N A M E F O R T R U T H .”
T ick e ts for reserved seats m a y be h ad at the office o f this
pa per, 2 s. each.
I n consequ ence o f the increasing interest in the m inistra
tions o f the G u id es o f M rs. R ich m o n d , in K en s in g to n T o w n
H a ll, three m ore S ervices h a v e been d e cid e d u p on , viz.,
S u n day E v en in g s, J u n e 8 , 15 , and 22.
T h e G u id es o f M rs. R ich m o n d announce that th ey h a v e a
w o rk in the P rov in ces after the series o f D iscou rses in L o n 
d on (w h ich m a y ex ten d to the en d o f J u n e ) h a v e been c o m 
p leted , and su g gest that fou r o r five centres o f w o rk be
chosen b y the Spiritualists d esirin g th eir m inistrations, as
th e y w ill n ot be able to v isit ev ery place.
M rs. R ich m o n d ’ s en ga gem en ts in the N orth , as arranged
for, a r e :—
Su n days, J u n e 29 th and J u ly 6 th , N o t tin g h a m ;
J u ly 13th , B irm in g h a m ;
J u ly 2 0 th , R o ch d a le (p r o b a b ly );
J u ly 2 7 th , L iv e r p o o l (in corresp on d en ce).
O th er points are in consideration.
F rien d s h ad better concentrate th eir efforts as m u ch as
possible in the prin cip al p la c e s ; for on ly a lim ited n um ber
o f en ga gem en ts can be m ade.

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.
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R e c o rd e d b y A . T . T . P ., M a y 1 3 , 1 8 8 4 .

[The Medium, who in tr&noe dictates these communications
is an uneducated working man.]
T h e Sen sitive, u n d er con trol, said :—
c o n t i n u e d .—Taking preoedenoe
of my controls was one, a very able mind, one of your surround
ings. by name Robert Taylor, whose addresses were chiefly
directed against the purely orthodox doctrinarians, and it was
beyond doubt a wise choice whioh was exercised in his selection
for that partionlar w ork; for in .him was found a very able,
flnent, earnest, and patient expounder; bat his addresses failed
in directing the advice contained therein to another seotion of
theologists, and of whom by far the greatest number are
orthodox.
The Ohurohmen truly orthodoi will hold no parley with the
doubter, comforting themselves with the scriptural intimation,
that it is useless 44to place pearls before swine,” thus excusing
their want of brotherly charity. It was to these, that Robert
Taylor spoke, trying to bring them down from that self-erected
throne of righteousness to a position of worldly as well as
spiritual use. The other section, to whom this my address is
made, believe in the missionary efforts even in the midst of tho
rabble of the soeptics, and who try to draw back again those
whom they assume to be backsliders from truth ; this is a
very large section, and there are many earnest and good men
amongst them, whose work is going on daily; who are not
afraid to give oat o f their substance large sums to spread
abroad, what they are pleased to call the Evangelism of
Christianity.
The society to which these men belong, and to whiob they
subscribe, is called 44The Christian Evidence Society; ” its
preachers are to be met in every part of this metropolis, and in
every portion of the suburbs. The preachers are chosen from
the laity ; from the ranks of the pious Christians. They are then
trained into a seeming scientific defence of Christianity ; they
are then provided with pulpits, and attend in certain convenient
places for the purpose of giving open-air addresses ; holding
arguments with sceptics, and triumphantly appealing to the
pious feelings of their snrrounders. These men, who are ser
vants o f these Christian Evidence Societies, are paid wages in
accordance with what their earnings would have been if
ongaged in a more secular and certainly a more nsefal employ
ment. With the servants themselves I have nothing to do, for
cease giving them wages, and these men would be compelled
to seek for other employment; but I want to address those
who subscribe to the gaiety, whom I credit with earnestness,
and whose motive oertainly is the assumption that they are

M e t a p h y s ic a l R e a s o n in g

spreading truth and promoting happiness. Now who are their lasting gradations toward God throughout the eras of eternity.
hearers ? Why nearly the whole o f the working classes who Snob is the result of reasoning on the inevitable future, that
lies before all men.
are now of the same opinion.
Orthodoxy speaks of spiritual truth in words like the follow
I mentioned this morning, that the origin o f the prevailing
scepticism was the work of priestcraft, and that a general or ing : “ Hundreds o f thousands have shaken off what they con
nearly universal preparation had been brought about by the sider the yoke of Soripture, and are now bowing down before
priesthood for the acceptation of the sceptical teachings of strange masters. Men of the past are assuming a teaching
Science. The position of the masses briefly summarised is opposed to Soripture, claiming the authority for themselves of
th is: they reject with horror the Popish theory of a blind and that knowledge, whioh prooeeds alone from immortality.”
unreasoning faith as the pretended proof of Christianity. Their There is no fear o f this teaching weakening the cause of spiri
belief began by showing that men can believe and understand tual truth; they are helping us ; there is more danger to our
nothing as conclusive; and yet priests hold their doctrine as a work if through their doctrine teaching they damn the man,
direct revelation from God. They hold that they had better who thinks; but as they are to-day inviting man to use their
be in absolute want of religion than follow one which consists reason, then in my opinion they are working for us, and not
in a teaching whioh degrades reason, and they also know that against us.
Once more I turn round to those who employ them, and
for the greater exaltation of faith reason has been degraded.
Now reason has retaliated; for the reason o f man oan encroach answer the charge brought against reason. They s a y : “ R ea
equally as well as faith, and the reason of the masses has en son has never established one doctrine of itself, throughout a ll
croached. They have at the bidding of Science denied God, ages, and we look in vain for what is to follow on reason^
and by doing this I will prove that reason has degraded itself. teachings ? *' I answer that assertion by saying, “ That it is
In my day on earth, I had many disciples, and I taught only within the last twenty-eight to thirty years, that men in
that reason was the divine storehouse of all great truths : that the masses have been enabled to reason; it was only w h en
reason was given by the band o f God himself, in order that Science boldly and without fear assumed that they could esoape
man might know Him. Reason descends from God, and wends throagh science from theological thraldom, and in th e ir
towards man, bringing to him news from an unknown world ; published works culminating in the doctrine of evolution, th e
giving to man at once the knowledge of that unseen world. link which bound Science with Revelation was broken. T h ese
Reason teaches that man has need of immortality. I claim for men not contented with their own freedom, also worked for a n d
Reason that a position of revelation is necessary and universal, obtained the freedom of the masses ; but to counteract th e
and that it is the only Mediator between God and m an; the effect of the two sudden escape of reason from slavery, ca m e
Logos of the Pythagorean; the Word made Flesh of P lato; spiritual truth, known as Modern Spiritualism. Side by side
the God and man of the human Gospel; the glad tidings from both grew and flourished; the one having authority and res
pectability on its side, holding in check the hatred o f th e
Nature to Reason.
Orthodoxy has never allowed any supreme reason to be orthodox; the others springing from humble causes, had to
brought to bear on revelation, and consequently has made the make its own way, as it journeyed onward.
Now let me review the opposite camp. To-day apart from
sceptic, for the divines of every age have taught that reason
without faith is full of the wildest extravagancies; have said : the phenomena, there are positively millions of human beings,
“ Therefore place ye not reason before that faith whioh is so who know of immortality, and who know of this immortality
desirable for salvation.”
not through the material phenomena, but through the teach
Then this is how they speak of faith, I mean these trained ing that has come through the most unexpected helps. And
scientific expounders of Christian Evidences, they s a y : here I answer the leaders o f the Christian Evidence Societies,
“ Philosophically speaking, there are errors in the Bible; but that amongst the tens of thousands who are manifesting and
that faith, which makes an authority o f revelation, whioh revealing the glorious knowledge of immortality, there is one
places all that is revealed beyond the jurisdiction of argument; teaohing, in which they do not differ ; nay, in whioh they dare
which aspires to reveal truth regardless of all the senses, and not differ, namely, the inward evidence: “ That man Is o f
the reason, and the feeling, and the will, may sa y : ‘ Then G od; that this is a law constituting man as a moral being,
consider only that faith, which enables self-hood to say : I am enabling him to imagine a Supreme Being and recognise a
future.” Now if this is not so; if God dwells not in man,
in the possession of an immediate salvation.1”
What matters it to such a faith, that the leading doctrines how easy it should be for the orthodox to prove i t ; if this
are proved to be false ? That gives them no concern; they inward evidence is to become a moral scienoe, bow soon it ought
are only false in the thoughts of a reasoner, and they thank to be opposed. There are spirits coming, myself R 606 Das
God for that religious faculty of faith, whioh oan act quite Cartes amongst the number, who will mathematically prove
independently of reason. Are there such men ? who believe in this ; whose work it is to do so.
Mathematically are certain rules, lines, figures, forms
Jesus Christ as the very highest, and in the strength of their
faith deny all the ovidence of reason respecting the absurdity defined by which you determine a truth. Morals are judged
of believing such doctrine. The Christian Evidence teacher by human action in relation to the human being. Morals,
takes notice of this, and tries to form a bridge between and the certainty of an unborn morality effected and created
religion and science. He tries philosophically to remodel by circumstances, can be proved mathematically in quantity,
Christianity logically : such an idea as logical Christianity measare, and weight. The human being is God's creation
could never enter into the heart of any man, unless lie was endowed with sou l; soul is endowed with self*hood ; self-hooi
Completely governed by faith. Can Christianity find fellow is endowed with reason; soul is possessed of eminent and
ship in Deism or Pantheism ? Can it. join in any philosophy, or distinguished faculties, of subject matters, and ideas; the
unite with the thoughts of Leibnitz, Bacon, or Locke ? It can muliplicity of things to retain; whioh ever-increasing and
not find a crutch for its metaphysical hypothesis. If it can no multiplying gains for self the knowledge o f self-induction, o f
longer rely on itself, then is it doomed.
reasoning, and so on to infinity.
I do not intend to enter on any of the special philosophy,
In the continuation of my address, I hope, dear Recorder, that
with which these Christian Evidence teachers are trying to I shall prove the reasonableness of the belief in a Supreme God ;
associate themselves; perhaps it may be given to this last and with respect to an immortal future, I hope to have It
modern attempt to reconstruct Christianity philosophically; acknowledged by all, and placing it so before your readers a s
the greatest efforts are now being made, and for a time philo to make this great spiritual truth incapable of being denied.
sophical Christianity will have many believers. Their time of
This address is called a metaphysical address, and for the
teaching this has been happily chosen. One cannot help explanation to some of your readers of the term, metaphysle
smiling at the fancy of following one o f these philosophical is that science formed in and existing in the soul by the power
Christians to their homes, and to hear them s c i e n t i f i c a l l y or law of the nature of the soul, to raise subjects in imagina
f i n d i n g the incarnation ; philosophically discovering original
tion, or representation, or material perception.
sin ; the Triune God ; the doctrine of redemption or the plea of
I do not take on myself to defend any particular argument
sanctification. The nearly childish discovery of these doctrines of any particular self-hood, but to give forth the plain truth
through faith will be found to be a harder task wlen looked which proceeds from actual spirit-knowledge, which has been
into by reason.
accepted by my mind and my reason, ana whioh directs m y
No, my dear Recorder, philosophy and Christianity are acts, makes me willing for service here in obedience to that
doomed to stand apart. Christianity is shaking, and tottering knowledge whioh enables me to serve humanity throagh m y
to its fall. The foundation of its former authority is giving obedience to God. Therefore, dear Recorder, my next address
way, and the demands of intellect are now fed not by faith but will be entitled, “ Des Oartes on God's Law on Human S elf
by reason.
hood.” Should it be asked : What is my object ? I answer :
Another evidence has been recognised. It is called “ in Something is neoessary to assuage and destroy the rancour and
ward evidence,” which claims to be the highest form of meta hostility which exists between the different religions of the
physics ; which claims to be enabled to bear the most scientific earth, and the different sects, who cross and recross each
searching. It is not built on revelation, or the doctrine of other in inexplicable confusion. And I hope that it will prove
original sin, or on redemption, or a triune God. It is built on a desirable work and procure a desirable object; thus pointing
Creation, and Nature's revelation. It is spiritually taught, the attention of humanity to a religion or law direct from
and the billions and trillions of the inhabitants of the spirit God, constituting moral and reasonable self-hood. This is
worlds are accepting its teachings, which is, that salvation is all, that is embraoed in our spiritual labour; it is all, that Is
the coercion of the Will, and that its full accomplishment will necessary to bring about philanthropy, charity and good w ill.
be reached, when the unity of manhood is restored.
May God help me to prove this as the law, which He has in
Inward evidence is God indwelling in man. Man is of G od: His mercy and benignity deigned to constitute in his creature
Man proceeds from the eternal God, and ascends again in ever man; for this law oan alone be given by God, and with one

purpose, that man might study it oat; seeing, that God
through His laws has blessed and distinguished self-hood
above all His other oreation.
Wishing you, dear Recorder, all health and increased happi
ness, I bid you good night, for the present.

m ig h t Took for, and its d ev elop m en t, th rou g h the efforts and
self-reliance o f its m em bers, an d the intrinsic soundness o f th e
econ om ic law s on w h ich it is fou n d ed , m a y result in the rear
in g o f that h a rd y and lo n g -liv e d plant, w h ich other social re 
form ers h ave striven for b u t failed to produce.
T h e statistics w hich y ou publish this m orn in g sh ow that
M IS S D A L E O W E N A N D N O R T H E R N
w hile th e g ro w th o f co-op era tion has been rapid in the
N orth ern C ounties, it has also been gra du a l and sure. W e
C O -O P E R A T O R S .
k n ow that there is a w id e field o f usefulness still op en to i t
T o the E d ito r o f the a D a ily C h ron icle.”
T .w o requisites w ill assure its progress— determ ination and an
Sir, C o in cid en t w ith the a p proa ch in g C o-o p e ra tiv e C o n  in telligen t appreciation o f the principles u pon w h ich the system
W e in the N o rth are often com p lim en ted on
gress a t D e rb y , w e e n jo y the presence in N ew ca stle o f the is fou n ded.
g ra n d d a u gh ter o f the celebrated ph ilanthropist o f that nam e. the possession o f a la rg e m easure o f the form er— M iss O w en ’s
H e it w as, u n d o u b te d ly , w h o was the real fou n d er o f this traditions, education, and sym pathies ren d er h er a m ost su ita
m od ern expression o f the com m u n istic prin ciple. N o t on ly ble ex p on en t o f the latter.
E l ij a h C o p l a n d .
does the fair lecturess illustrate the la w o f h ered ity in the e x  — Y ours, & c .,
June 2 , 1884.
ternal sense, b u t she further claim s to be inspired w ith the
idea th at h er earthly m ission is to assist in p erfectin g her
n ob le grandsire’s la b o u rs ; therefore she o u g h t to be a w orth y
recip ien t o f k in d ly w elcom e from the vast interests w ield ed be
th e g rea t co -o p e ra tiv e enterprise in N orth u m b erla n d and
WORK AT BELPER.
D urh am .
Oar
spiritual
work
at this place continues to make steady
A s P resid en t o f the C o-op era tiv e C on gress C o u n cil in
progress, and to yield the most satisfactory resalts. The large
N ew ca stle in 1 8 7 3 , M r. J o s e p h C ow en , M .P ., said :—

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.

1 am not an old man, and yet I recollect a meeting which was held in this town to
promote the cause o f co-operation something like thirty years ago. That meeting
was addressed by the father of co-operative principles in this country—Mr. Robert
Owen. Somewhat to Uie discredit o f a section of the inhabitants of Newcastle Uicy
brought the meeting to a close by breaking the windows and dispersing the audienoc.
They refused to listen to the patriotic, and I may say the affectionate, appeals of Mr.
Owen to his oountrymen............................. In speaking of co-operation, I think
that we do not sufficiently recognise the self-sacrificing and self-denying labours of
Mr. Owen to spread these principles thirty-five years ago. Ho threw his bread upon
the waters, and It has come bock after many days. It would be well if one o f our
more liberal-minded historians would writo a dispassionate and fair history of the
labours o f that extraordinary and mnch maligned man. I would like to soe some
future Carlyle or Froude endeavour to give us the true history o f Mr. Owen’s career
and character, and when they tell us of the failure At New Harmony, they will tell us
at the same time o f Uie success at New Lanark.

W e h ave e v e ry evid en ce to believe that in the tim e o f
this n oble enthusiast co -o p e ra tiv e p rod u ction and distribution
w as b u t au external m anifestation o f a p rofou n d er spiritual
con ce p tio n — the m ere vestibu le to an ideal A rca n a , w here the
h a rm on y o f science con d ition s sh ou ld reign suprem e. N o t 
w ith stan din g the failure at N e w H a rm on y , the u ltim ate p rin 
ciple rem ains intact. T h e Spiritualists, w h o d elig h t to e x 
p erim en t in ro o t ideas o f H um anitarianism , are still a ttem p t
in g o n a sm all scale C om m u n istic colonies in A u stralia,
A m e rica , and California, the param ount basis b ein g affinitive
ness : w h eth er supplem en tary success follow , tim e alone can
show. I m a y further say that such is la rg e ly the result o f
intercom m union, as these ideas are p rojected in the form o f
inspirations. F r o m an observation o f external nature, w e
seem to trace th e progress o f evolution .
S o in the p rogress
pf m in d , in volution is continu ally sublim atin g h um an c o n d i
tions. E v e n H erbert S p encer has dem onstrated the surpris
ing a n a lo g y betw een the ph ysical cell and the p sych ica l
in dividu al, and that such agrees closely w ith those on w h ich
human societies are constructed. T h e low er organism s c o r
respond to the m ore p rim itive and barbarous com m u n ities, and
the h ig h e r to the m ore refined and civilized . T h e k in g d om
of m in d sp rin g in g o u t o f life is ever seek in g fresh field s an d
pastures n ew .
S o cie ty m u st ultim ately ad op t the C om m u n is
tic form o f life, th eir intercourse m u tu ally actin g and re-a ctin g.
Such, I appreh en d, w as M r. R o b e rt O w e n ’s ultim ate ideal.
— Y o u rs, & c.,
W . H . R o b in s o n .
N e w ca stle -o n -T y n e , M a y 30th , 1884:.

---- »
M IS S R O S A M O N D D A L E

OW EN

AND

C O -O P E R A T IO N .
T o the E d ito r o f the “ D a ily C h ronicle.”
Sir,— I am g la d to see M r. R ob in son ’s letter in y o u r issue
to-day, and I h op e that ou r N orthern C o-o p e ra tiv e S ocieties
will avail them selves o f the services o f the g ifte d la d y w h o
has com e am on gst us. E n d o w e d as she is w ith rare eloq u en ce,
and acquainted from in fan cy w ith the labours o f h er g ra n d 
father and parents, she is em inen tly qu alified to be o f essential
service to the co-o p e ra tiv e m ovem en t.
T h e n she brin gs to
bear a critical acum en w h ich at on ce d etects the rock u pon
which S ocia listic efforts, m a de u nder certain condition s,
inevitably lead to failure. T h e Socialism w h ich she ad vocates
is that w h ich g ro w s naturally. She has n o faith w h a tev er in
an exotic fo rce d b y State enactm ent, and p rotected from the
free air in a G o v e rn m en t glasshouse.
T h e co-o p e ra tiv e
movement, as w e h ave it in E n g la n d , is ex a ctly the g e rm she

and regalar attendance at all the meetings is in itself a
phenomenon, indicating, as it does, an extraordinary interest
on the part of the people, and the most active influence on tho
spiritual side. Tho circle held in the room on Whit Monday
was exceedingly fruitful in spiritual results. The meeting on
Thursday was not so good ; a complication arose which broke
the meeting up abruptly. Spirits were very demonstrative,
and the leader, chiefly on acoount of physioal weakness, lost
control both of his temper and of the meeting. It does me
personal goodfto make this acknowledgment; we o ten blame
others for failures, when really the fault is obiefly our own.
If we ourselves are right, our surroundings will be so, and
vice versA
So many persons are now seeking admission,
that we have thought it right, for purposes of harmonious
development, to have some of the meetings more rostrioted ;
leaving one week evening open to all. In this work through
out we have to be guided solely by experience, based upon
local oiroumstances and requirements.
This one thing,
E x p e r i e n c e , has been my sole teacher and guide from tho
oommenoement of my work until now. I have rarely been
able in my own particular phase of work, to make muoh
practical use of the various notions and theories o f others—
they are usually wide of the m ark; eaoh worker has to be
guided solely by bis own view o f things, and to do his work
according to its particular nature and requirements.
The house at the Pottery, on Wednesday, was again full, and
much power was manifested therein. On Sunday morning the
writer delivered An address in continuation of the theme of the
previous Sunday, “ The River o f the Water of L ife” that John
saw—dealing chiefly with the results of that flowing river as
seen in the modern Spiritual Movement,—the growth of the
“ Tree of Life ” with its “ Twelve manner of Fruits.” There
was a large congregation present in the evening, when an
address of unusual power and impressiveness was delivered
through Mrs. Hitchcock, by “ Theodore Parker.” The friends
stated that they were able at the outset to recognise the con
trolling intelligence, and Mrs. Hitclicook’s own sensations on
the platform are, that though not entranced, her own indivi
duality is entirely merged in that o f the personality of tho
control. At any rate snob speaking and instruction as we had
on Sunday evening would find hearty appreciation anywhere.
The meeting that followed was of a very spiritual character;
the unseen influences descended like a gentle, refreshing
shower, producing its quiet agitations upon a large number of
susoeptible persons.
D e r b y . —Visiting this town daring last week, I had the
pleasure of meeting several earnest friends of our Cause, and
of obtaining the names of many more. We shall be soon going
thither to hold a meeting; I found the friends deeply interested
and quite eager for a more general work. One devoted friend
said he greatly desired to see regular Sunday meetings estab
lished.
I feel sanguine that this will soon be a “ fait
a c c o m p l i I am impressed that a great work will be done in
Derby.
Om ega.
B r a d f o r d .—Mrs. Bailey, of Halifax, did the duties of Walton
Street Church, on Sunday. She is a splendid clairvoyant. Her
discourse in the afternoon was on the various churches and
oreeds. As to the belief in Jesus taught in the Sunday Schools,
she advised them to study his life and see what spiritual lessons
that indicated, and not listen to those blind leaders of the
blind, with their dogmas. Then she presented the teachings
of Spiritualism, affirming that there is progression for all in
the future, and that none would be lost. She begged o f her
hearers to put into practice their spiritual gifts, and do works
of lovo one for the other. In Spiritualism this was a most
evident duty, for if the Cause is to bless mankind, it must be
by promoting a spirit of brotherhood and peaoe on earth.— C o r

T H E LIVERPOOL PLATFORM : MR. OLARKE, OF
PLYMOUTH.
On a passing visit to the city of Liverpool, on Sunday,
Jane 1st, I visited the Spiritualists' meetings at Rodney Hall,
to hear two tranoe orations from Mr. R. S. Clarke, o f Plymouth.
Under the anspioes of the L. P. S. I have heard, in times past,
some of the best matter that has ever fallen to my lot to hear ;
and I gratefully acknowledge that it is largely due to its
influence that I hold my present irrevocable position .as a
Spiritualist.
Taking a retrospective view of the past five or six years,
there stand out vivid and luminous pictures upon the canvas
of my memory, that have there been sketched by the thrilling
oratory of the several speakers. About this period I was first
stirred with an irresistible spirit of enquiry into the subject,
and it marks the most important crisis in my life's history.
Halting then between three opinions, viz., Christianity,
Secularism, or Spiritualism,— slowly emerging from the
shallow of doubt and speculative error, into the known fact
and speculative Truth of Modern Spiritualism. The volumi
nous oratory from Messrs. Morse, Colville, Wallis, and Wright,
intermixed with timely lectures from Dr. Hutchinson and Mr.
Lamont, enjoined with private seances and book-reading,
supplied me with undeniable fact, irrefutable logic, pointing
me heavenward to a natural and sublime religion ! I owe,
then, to the Liverpool platform, what I do to no pulpit, and
am one amongst many.
One more gifted speaker was added to the list in the person
o f Mr. R. S. Clarke. His discourse under the influence of his
guides in the morning was, “ Inspiration; its Place and Power."
They first dealt with the inspiration to be derived from the
study of literature, and the lives of men of genius, that bad
left their mark upon the page of history. Then with the wider
and more potent power of inspiration, as manifested by the
up-rise o f sections of the community, demanding extended
rights and liberties, naming many reformers in the dissenting
line of Christianity, from W yclif down, as well as others outside
its pale* Finally dealing with the still more manifest opera
tion of its power in the modern Spiritual Movement, through
the instrumentality o f conscious and unconscious men and
women, with the several phases of mediumship, showing its
source to be wholly from the world of spirits. The subject in
the evening was (I think) “ Spiritualism, and Its Use." This
was dealt with in no sectarian manner, but from the broad and
humanitarian standpoint, claiming that it was yet destined to
exert a potent influence over all movements—social, political
and religious.
The audienoes evinced much appreciation of the two orations,
and expressed a wish that Mr. Clarke should again favour
them with a visit. Mr. Clarke was cordially welcomed by the
Liverpool Spiritualists, and I doubt not that there is a wide
field of labour that will yet be well and ably accomplished by
him.
A. J. S m yth .
Our correspondent encloses a poetical epistle to a Man
chester friend, the postscript o f which we reproduce, with the
hope that those who employ speakers will lay it well to heart
Ob, by the way,
I'm pleased to say
That Mrs. Groom is better:
She works too hard,
And 'pon my word,
People should not let h er!

---- *---SPIRITUALISM AT SOWERBY BRIDGE.
On Whit Sunday, the writer of these lines again had the
pleasure of delivering addresses upon Spiritualism in the Pro
gressive Lyoeum at Sowerby Bridge. And on Whit Monday
the members o f the Lyceum, accompanied by their friends,
including a few from Halifax, had a very enjoyable Pio-nio to
Fly Flats, in two large spring waggons and a waggonette.
The waggons, etc., were well filled by the cheerful and happy
Spiritualists, who wended their way for some miles up a very
mountainous, but picturesque country, singing as they
journeyed along. Arriving at the summit of the hills called
Fly Flats, many happy hours were spent; games for the
young people were freely indulged in, the elder people enjoy
ing themselves in many ways. Daring the afternoon, the
Lyceum Choir rendered some excellent glees in a very, credit
able manner. This choir of young people is a credit to the
Sowerby Bridge Spiritualists; their singing under the leader
ship of Mr. T. Thorp, of the musical portion of the Lyceum
servioes, is everything that can be desired, for they sing those
beautiful songs from the “ Spiritual Harp" and “ Lyre " with
remarkable precision and effect, whioh betokens their careful
training. We also had our angel friends speaking words of
love and wisdom through several lady mediums, daring the
afternoon in the field.
I f I am not trespassing too much upon your space, I should
like to say a word or two about the Lyoeum Movement. I am
sorry to say that too many Spiritualists, whilst rejoioing in
their own emancipation from the errors of their orthodox past,
yet are content to allow their children to attend the Sabbath

Schools, where the very errors which we as Spiritualists con
demn as pernicious, are freely taught and instilled into the
minds o f the children. This is a question whioh deserves great
attention and careful study from all Spiritualists. The
Sowerby Bridge friends seem to have solved this problem very
satisfactorily, for one of the chief features of their Lyoeum
system is the family element. There you see father and
mother side by side with their children, making their meetings
resemble a large family gathering.
Let us take a glimpse at this Spiritual Lyoeum. It is two
o'olock; the “ children," both old and young, are assembled.
Order is the first law o f Nature, whether human or divine; so
order reigns here. Now the children have their singing exer
cise ; listen how they warble one hymn after another from the
“ Harp." No wonder they can sing hymn after hymn as they
jo g up the mountain side in waggons. Then the physical
exeroises begin ; they help to develop the physical part of their
being. Now the children are in classes, book in hand. What
are they learning so attentively ? Catechism ? No. Creeds ?
No ? They are learning human physiology from proper text
books; or the class over there are studying from proper
masters, Nature's Bible, Geology, and so on through the after
noon. Thus can the Spiritualists develop the physical and
spiritual natures of their children without resorting to creeds
or dogmas. There should not be a town or village where
Spiritualists dwell without having its Progressive Lyoeum.
When will the Spiritualists see that their children, as well as
themselves require the “ Comforter," intellectual and spiritual
food. Then why should we still continue to feed them with
the stones of a superstitious and dying orthodox Christianity ?
J. SwiNDLBHUBST.

28, Hammond Street, Preston.
W i n c h e s t e r .— This old cathedral city, onoe the capital o f
England, and now just about to oelebrate the 700th anniversary
of the establishment of its Mayoralty, is about as conservative
a place as one is likely to meet, though be travel all over
England. Notwithstanding its conservatism, however, there
are a few staunch Spiritualists in the place, and some earnest
enquirers; of the former, Mr. and Mrs. Barter, 165, High Street,
are among the most zealous and widely known, and it was at
their request and in their large and pleasant drawing-room,
that two spiritual meetings of a most pleasing and successful
character were held last week. Mrs. Barter has friends in
London, with whom she spent Easter, at whioh time she
attended three of Mr. W. J. Colville’s meetings, when she was
so deeply impressed by what fell from this gifted speaker's
lips while under influence of his guides, that she determined
to invite him to pay a visit to Winchester. As the spaoe at
disposal was limited, there was no public advertisment of tho
meetings, all present being invited by Mr. and Mrs. Barter,
Between thirty and forty persons were present each evening,
all of whom paid rapt attention throughout the proceedings.
On Wednesday, June 4, the audience selected as the subject
for discourse, “ Of what practical use can Spiritualism be to
mankind?"
Mr. Colville, under influence of his guides,
delivered a singularly eloquent and pointed address, explain
ing as clearly as language could depict, the utility o f a
practical realization o f life beyond the grave, and the good to
be derived from constant acknowledged intercourse with
spiritual beings. After the address, a great many questions
were asked, all of which were ably answered. The company
present were then favoured with a fine impromptu poem on
subjects chosen by themselves. The audience included a
clergyman of the city, and a delegation of friends from
Southampton, besides many well-known and highly respected
citizens of Winchester, and members o f their families. On
Thursday, June 5, the entire evening was devoted to answering
questions, and to the delivery of poems. Questions came in
very freely, and embraced a great variety of subjects, among
which “ Prophecy," “ Thought-Reading," and “ the modus
operandi o f spirit-control," occupied prominent place. T he
answers were peculiarly happy, and gave unbounded satisfac
tion. A gentleman belonging to the cathedral choir, favoured
with a beautiful song, and the speaker closed the evening's
exeroises by improvising four poems, the subjects given were
u Fidelity," “ Let him that is without sin oast the first stone,"
“ Sowing for Eternity," and “ Winchester." The manner in
which these subjects were disposed o f in choice verse offhanded, astonished no less than delighted all present. These
meetings have done a great deal to stir up an interest in
spiritual matters in Winchester; no doubt permanent results
will spring from this successful effort to plant the seed on new
ground. The party from Southampton were so pleased with
all they heard, that they are making arrangements for Mr.
Colville to pay an early visit to that plaoe.— Oo r .

L e ic e s t e r : Silver Street Lecture Hall.— On Sunday even
ing last, Mr. Bent delivered an inspirational address on th e
last verse of Hymn 47, “ Spiritual Lyre." On Sunday, June
29th, Miss Dale Owen will give an address in the Temperance
Hall, Granby Street, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, when the
Rev. John Page Hopps will preside.—R. W i g h t m a n , Secretary,
Mostyn Street, Hinckley Road.

NORTH SH IE LD S: OPENING OF A NEW HALL.
It is three years and a half since Spiritualism obtained a
footing in North Shields. The friends and inquirers first as
sembled in a private house. The movement extending, a nest
ing-place was, about two years ago, secured in Tyne Street.
This in time became too small, and the members were com
pelled to cast about for larger and more commodious premises.
These were supplied by some property belonging to Messrs.
Coates Brothers, auctioneers, Camden Street. A large, welllighted, long upstairs room, hitherto used as a store-loft, has
been transformed into a most comfortable and well-adapted
lecture hall, with an ante-room attached. There is a sliding
partition dividing the two, but at any time this can be re
moved, and the space of the hall considerably increased. The
work connected with the cleaning and painting of the hall, the
erection of benches, etc., has been done as a labour of love by
members in their leisure. The result is highly creditable to ail
concerned, and the cheerful and oomfortable appearance of the
place is additionally complimentary to the volunteer workers,
the list including Messrs. E. Crash J. McKellar, J. Barker,
J. Eskdale, sen., J. Eskdale, jun., W. Young, H. Moss, T.
Pattison, G. Soott, 0. Little, — Rickett, and W. Simpson. The
preparation of the hall for use has entailed a cost of about £20,
which sum has been subscribed by the members and by friends
outside their theological pale. The hall will accommodate be
tween three and four hundred persons, and the present ar
rangements are to hold a service therein every Sunday morning.
This new hall was opened on Sunday, J une 1, by Miss Rosa
mond Dale Owen, granddaughter of the celebrated Robert
Owen. In the afternoon this lady discoursed to a fairly good
congregation, on “ The Physical and Spiritual means by which
Intemperance may be overcome ;” and in the evening, when
almost every seat was occupied, her snbject was, “ How the
Spirits have helped me; a narrative of personal experience.”
At both servioes Mr. W. H. Robinson, of Newcastle, conducted,
the lesson on each occasion—consisting of a reading from a
Spiritualistic work— being read by Mr. H. Appleby. The
hymns sung (accompanied on the harmonium by Miss Charlton)
were among those to be found in Sankey and Moody's collec
tion. Both discourses were read from manuscript. In her
prefatory remarks in the afternoon, Miss Owen expressed the
great pleasure it afforded her in opening the hall, the more
so because it had been prepared by those occuping it, with all
of whom she felt an impulse to shake hands. She could not
have felt a deeper pleasure had she been opening a grander
and more oostly hall. Having invited all present to clasp
their hands in prayer, Miss Owen invoked a blessing on the
undertaking, and then proceeded with her leotnre. The dis
course was listened to with rapt attention, and the lecturer's
modesty of demeanour contrasted strikingly with an earnest
ness that at times broke out into stirring eloquence, while,
intertwined and underlying, as it were, her beautiful and poetic
diction were profound and origioal thoughts—the outcome of a
gifted mind, familiar with the higher and nobler aspirations
of our nature, and the teachings o f a lofty pLilosophy. Miss
Owen undoubtedly made a deep impression on her bearers, who
included many persons not followers o f the faith of which she
is so able, so earnest, and evidently so sincere an advocate.
On Monday, a public tea and oonoert was held in the hall.
Of the repast about 200 partook, the following ladies presiding
at the tables:—Mesdames J. A. Rowe, H. Appleby, and Miss
Isabella Y oun g; Mesdames A. App] >y, Flett, H. Moss, and
Miss H air; Mesdames Jas. Eskdale, sen., Jas. Eskdale, jun.,
and Miss P r o fit; Mesdames Jos. Barker, John Eskdale, Jona
than Eskdale, John Elliot, and Miss F. Charlton. At the
oonoert, H. Appleby, president of the North Shields Spiritual
Investigation Sooiety, occupied the chair; and an excellent
programme was rendered by Messrs. Kennedy, Gray, Edmunds,
and Chaplin, Mrs. Miller, Mr. J. Robertson, jun., Mr. G.
Charlton, Miss Charlton, the Misses Yeels, etc., and a glee
party. Mbs F. Charlton and Miss Robertson accompanied on
the pianoforte. Votes of thanks to the ladies for presiding
at the tea, to the givers o f the musical harmony, etc., and to
those who had volunteered their labours in tho preparation of
the hall, brought the enjoyable proceedings to a dose. It may
be added that there was no charge for admission to hear Miss
Owen's lectures, and that a collection towards defraying ex
penses realised about £2 10s.—‘‘ Tynemouth Examiner.”
On Sunday last, Mr. J. A. Rowe addressed a good audience
upon his experiences in our Movement, and the inferences deducible therefrom.

----

—The visit here of Miss Dale Owen has attracted
considerable attention amongst the press on Tyneside. Five
o f the papers published in Newcastle have given lengthy
notices of her, some of them being eulogistio, whilst all were
not only fair, but favourable. Accustomed as we are to much
hostility in the daily press generally, it is pleasing to record
this agreeable change, and makes us grateful to the fair and
gifted lady, whose ability, coupled with the parental traditions
wrought such a change. Not one of her meetings but some
editor and reporters were pre^nt, a thing unprecedented in
the annals of our movement befre. Miss Owen's lectures were
largely attended, and must have effected much good in estab
lishing the facts and teachings of Spiritualism in the minds of
N

ew castle.

the people, and fhe reports in the papers have carried it to
larger numbers still, and thus helped to break down the barrier
of prejudice raised against it. Mr. G. W. Gardiner delivered a
very nice address ou the 1st in st, and was much appreciated.
Mr. E. W. Wallis h&3 lectured here this last Sunday and Mon
day most aooeptably, and I have heard expressions o f opinion,
that as a speaker he has deoidedly improved. The very wet
weather somewhat limited the audience, but the addresses were
thoughtful and intelligent, and were worthy of a larger atten
dance. His subjects were, “ The day after death,” “ How far
do Birth’s opinions and faith affect the state and destiny of
the spirit in the Higher Life ? ” “ The why and the how of
Spiritualism.”— E r n e s t .
B a c k w o r t h .— The friends were favoured on Sunday with
two discourses from the guides of Mrs. Wilson, of Southwiok.
In the afternoon she based her subject ou the words: “ Show
us our secret faults.” The address was very instructive. She
went on to show that the various ohurehes o f to-day all had
their faults, and not forgetting ourselves as Spiritualists, we
have our faults. In the evening she spoke on the w ords: “ Let
not your hearts be troubled.” The oontrols of Mrs. Wilson
seemed to see that there was trouble amongst us, one of our
friends being present whose wife passed away a short time ago.
She spoke words of oomfort to him, and told him to cheer up,
that though she was taken from bis sight, she was then stand
ing by his side. She gave a message through the medium res
pecting the children.—J. B., Sec.
C a v e n d i s h R o o m s .—On Sunday evening last, a good aver
age congregation assembled, in spite o f the inclemency of the
evening. The subjeot selected by the controls of Mr. J. J.
Morse, w as: MWhat is Poverty ? ” and the elucidation of the
theme embraced considerations of an ethioal, religious, politi
cal, psychological, and spiritualistic nature. The righteous
ness of labour and the vioiousness o f conventional wealth were
ably presented, and it w a s urged that until men established
and paid respect to in their lives, a different standard o f res*
peet than the worship of money or its equivalents, no true
morality or harmonious social state could be established.
Worth, not wealth, was considered the true test of nobility,
while our mutual duties and dependencies were brought for
ward as arguments in favour of all working in some shape for
the good of the community at large. The address gave evident
pleasure, as it must also have afforded much food for instruc
tive reflection. Ou Sunday evening next the subject will be
“ Spiritualism: its mission to the Race.”— C o r .
M o r e c a m b e a n d L a n c a s t e r . — On Sunday last, the Spiri
tualists of Lancaster and Moreoambe, who have been working
slowly, but surely, for the Cause, had Mr. Ooudou, of Barrow,
whose guides gave a discourse in the alternoon, at Skerton
(Lancaster), on “ Tbo Soul," and in the evening, at More
cambe, on “ Forces in Nature,” and “ Spiritualism Ancient
and Modern, as taught by the Bible.” The subjects were
treated in a grand manner; the old dogmas and creeds shown
up in their true colours. The feeling here is very bitter indeed.
We are continually sneered at and told we are going fast to
hell, and are a pack o f 44 liars.” So much for their charity.
We have had a promise from Mr. Brown, of Manchester, to
come and give us a discourse, and the Cause is prospering in
spite of all. Place of meeting, Sunday next: Mr. WAtkin
son's, 43, Oheapside, Moreoambe, 6.30, L o c a l .
P e n d l e t o n : 48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge.—Last Sun
day our platform was occupied by our President, Mr. W. Clarke,
subject: “ Is Conscience the still small voice of God speaking
within ? ” It was dealt with in a logical manner ; afterwards
strongly disoussed by the audience. These meetings are very
instructive and interesting to strangers. In the evening: “ Is
Spiritualism of God or the devil ? ” After giving a brief ex
planation, Mr. Clarke read extraots from Dr. Talmage, which
greatly amused us. We are sorry the Dr. is so ignorant o f the
great Cause; which is the Saviour of the nineteenth century;
and we send our sympathy aoross the Atlantic, hoping the Dr.
will not pass out without aiding in the great reformation;
for we recognise no suoh thing as a personal devil nor a
bottomless pit, where his Satanic majesty is supposed to dwell.
Next Sunday, Mr. W. Johnson, of Hyde, will speak. All
strangers and friends are cordially invited.—0.
P l y m o u t h : Richmond Hall.— On Sunday morning last, Mr.
Burt delivered an inspirational address on “ Christ, as our
prophet, priest, and king,” with general aooept&noe. The nsual
public seance held in the afternoon was well attended, despite
the fine weather, and the proceedings were o&loulated to bene
ficially impress the mind* of the strangers who were present.
We are very glad to note that the efforts of those friends who
carry on this work, are meeting with the success they deserve.
In the evening our platform was ocoapied by Mr. R. S. Clarke,
who was heartily greeted ou his return. The subject spoken
on by request, w as: “ Why should we be Spiritualists,” and
the treatment accorded it was exceptionally powerful, the large
oongregation at the close unanimously pronouncing the dis
course to be one of the finest and most eloquent ever delivered
through our lecturer. Before the meeting dispersed, Mrs.
Trneman was entranced, and sang very sweetly a hymn. Mr.
Hasson also took part in the proceedings, which were ably pre
sided over by Vice-President Pearce.— Uou.

A c c r in g t o n .— On Sunday last, Dr. Brown, o f Burnley, gave
us an able discourse, at Park Terrace, Blackburn Road, on
“ Physical Death and Spiritual Birth,71 whioh was listened to
with great attention by all present.— R i c h a r d B u r r e l l .
H e t t o n - l e - H o l e : Miners7 Hall, June 8.—Mr. J. Livingston
gave a very interesting address while under control, subject:
“ How does the spirit when leaving the body, form its indivi
duality ? 77 which was very highly appreciated by the audience.
There was a hearty vote o f thanks accorded to the lecturer at
the close.—J a s . M u r r a y , Sec.
D k v o n p o r t .—Mr. R. S. Olarke, who has lately been speaking
in the Unitarian Church here, on Sunday morning last, accord
ing to announcement, again filled the pulpit, and began a series
of discourses on the “ Errors of Popular Theology,7' the dogma
of Eternal Torment coming in for criticism on this occasion.
There was a good congregation, and the discourse was reported
by a competent stenographer, representing a local journal, in
whioh it will appear. Mr. Clarke, although suffering from a
cold, looked on the whole all the better for his trip to the
North, and was assisted by Mr. J. A. Bodds, who read the ser
vice very impressively.—D.
S a l f o r d : 83, Chapel Street.— On Sunday last this platform
was filled by one of our lady members (Mrs. Hesketh), who,
for something like a half-hour, entertained the audience with
her experiences and records of development; subsequent to
which she gave nine clairvoyant descriptions, seven of which
were readily acknowledged correot. Being holiday time, many
of our members were from home, otherwise the numbers would
have been augmented. Our president (Mr. Ross) took oharge
of the service, and made a few opportune opening remarks.
The speaker for next Sunday, the 15th inst., will be announced
in the “ Manchester Guardian,77Mr. Bent, of Leicester, having
been forced to defer his visit. Mr. W. J. Colville will hold
receptions on Monday and Friday, July 7 and 11, at 8 o'clock.
These will possibly be the only opportunities of meeting him
in Salford.— C o r .
E x e t e r : Spiritual Institution, the Mint.—On Sunday morn
ing, 4he guide of Mr. H. gave us a discourse on “ I and the
Father are one,77in a very dear and spiritual address. In the
evening the subjeot was selected by the audienoe: 44 The
Trinity.77 The control would rather have dealt with one of the
other subjects suggested, as the minds of the people of Exeter
were not prepared for advanced Theological opinion. The
time was, however, now come when every man must think for
himself. Looking back to the early ages man found a natural
inspiring force that inspired alike prophet and people, leading
on to a life of progress. So with this inspiration the Jewish
writers penned their thought, while men of to-day had to
exeroise their own in interpreting them, seeing from what
sources these writings had been handed down to us. To com
prehend a real Christ, men must try to think as he thought, to
feel as he fe lt: “ For he spake as no man spake.77 Here was
the spiritual combined with the material; all his teachings
tending to spiritual things, and as we expand in this purpose
of Trinity, so we approach in nearness to God. This is true
Sonship and unity with the Father. The control lasted for
more than an hour, and he remarked he had been dealing
with the spiritual part of the subjeot, as he thought that best
for the audienoe he had to address.—R. S h e p h e r d .
W e s t H a r t l e p o o l .— Being on a visit to West Hartlepool to
day, and seeing an announcement placarded in the Town, that
Mr. Dunn, trance medium, from Shildon, would deliver an
address in the Temperance Hall, Brunswick Street, at 6.30, on
the “ Gospel of Spiritualism, or the last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death,’7 I was glad of the opportunity this
afforded, to be present at the meeting. The night was exceed
ingly unpropitious, being stormy, wet, and cold. The room in
which the meeting was held was very commodious, the attend
ance was meagre in the extreme, probably less than thirty
adults. The singing, which should be an accomplishment that
all Spiritualists should aspire to acquire, was not up to the
mark. Such a combination of untoward circumstances oould
not fail to damp the spirit and enthusiasm of the meeting. Yet,
notwithstanding all these, the lecture extending to an hour and
ten minutes duration, was listened to from its commencement
to its conclusion with unflagging interest and pleasure. It
was a philosophic and eloquent disquisition. It is to be re
gretted that so few were present to hear it, and still more to be
regretted that such excellent discourses cannot be recorded for
the benefit o f humanity. I have beard Mr. Dunn's controls on
previous occasions, and always to profit; yet I am constrained
to acknowledge that this lecture, given under such a concur
rence o f unpropitious surroundings, far transcended any pre
vious effort that I have had the pleasure of listening to. Such
mediums as Mr. Dunn can render immense service in the diffu
sion of Spiritualism. My own experience of trance mediums
is that Mr. Dunn has no equal that I have been privileged to
hear. His time should be devoted exclusively to the work, and
would no doubt be if he was better knowD, and his abilities
recognised and appreciated by Societies who are in earnest to
promote the truths of Spiritualism.— A. D o b s o n , Ferry Hill.

MEETINGS, SUNDAY, JUNE 15th, 1884.
LONDON.
K ensington.—1Town Hall, High Street, at 7, Mrs. Richmond: “ The Dual Perfection
of Life on Earth ; or, the New Name for Truth.”
N xumxtxr Hall , Hart Street, Bloomsbury Square.—Mr. W . J. Colville : A t 11,
“ True Spiritual Marriage}” at 3, “ The True Gift of Healing, and the True
Spiritual Physician,”

Mortimer Street, W.,at 7: Mr. J. J. Morse, ** Spiritualism: Its
Mission to the Race.”
Road. — Spiritual Mission Room, 167, Seymour Place, at 11, Mr.
Hopcroft; at 7, Comprehenslonlsm; Tuesday, 7.46, Mr. F. Wilson; Wednesday,
at 7.45, Physical Seanoe; Thursday, 7.46, Mr. J. M. Dale; Friday, at 7.45, Mr.
Towns; Saturday, at 7.30, Mr. Hopcroft. J. M. Dale, Sec., 50, Crawford Street.
WEEK NIGHT8.
Spiritual Institution.—Tuesday, at 8, Seance : Mr. Towns, Medium.
B bompton. —Mr. Pound'SjXOS, Ifield Road, Wednesday, at 8, Mr. Towns.
H arrow Road.— At Mr. Wright’s 17, Amberley Road, on Sunday and Thursday at
7.30. Private Circle, admission only by previous application.
Holbobn.— Mr. Coffin’s, 13, Kingsgate Street, Wednesday at 8: Mrs. Hagon, medium.
PROVINCES.
8arbow-in-Fubnb8S.—75, Buoolench 8treet, at 6.30.
Batlkt C arr.—'Town Street, 6.30 p.m.: Mrs. Ingham.
8bdworth.—King Street, at 6 p.m. Wednesday, at 7 p.m.
Belpbr.—Lecture Room, Brookslde, at 10.30 and 6.30 :
Binolkt.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p.m.: Anniversary.
B ishop Auckland. — Temperanoe Hall, Gurney Villa, at 2 and 6 p.m.:
Blackburn.—Academy of Arts and Sciences, Paradise Lane: at 11a.m. and6.30 p.m.
Bolton.—H. A Tovey, 20, Halstead 8t. (off Castle St.), Hanlgh, Bolton.
Bradford.—Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane, Wakefield Road, 2.36
and 6 p.m.: Miss Beetham and Mr. Worsnop. Thursday, June 19, Miss Dale
Owen.
Wade’s Meeting Room, Harker Street, Bowling, at 2.30 and 6 p.m: Miss
Harrison.
Spiritual Lyoeum, Oddfellows' Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 and 6 p.m.: Mr.
Armttage.
Exkteh.— The Mint, 10.45; Oddfellows’ Hall, Bampfylde Street, at 6.30.
G lasgow.— 2, Carlton Place, South Skle, at 11.30 and 6.30. Lyoenm at 6.
Halifax .— Spiritual Church, 1, Winding Road, 2.30 and 6 p.m: Mrs. Illingworth
and Mr. J. Blackburn. Lyceum at 10.30. Monday Service, 7.30.
Hbtton.— Miners’ Old Hall, at 6.30: Mr. Pickford.
K bighlbt. —Lyceum. East Parade, 2.30 and 5.30: Miss Wilson and Mrs. Wade.
L kkds.— Psychological Hall, Grove House Lane, Brunswick Terrace, 10.30 a.m.,
and 6.30 p.m., Inaugural addresses by J. Burns, O.S.T.; at 2.30, Conference.
Edinburgh Hall, Sheepscar Terrace, 2.30 k 6.30: Mr. Hopworth. Tuesday,
June 17, Miss Dale Owen.
L eicester.—Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 and 6.30.
Liverpool.—Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at 11a.m., and 6.30 p.m.
Mrs. Groom.
M acclesfield.— Spiritualists’ Free Church, Paradise Street, at 6.30: Rev. A. Rushton.
Manchester.— Gospel Temperance Hall, Tipping Street, Ardwick, 10.30, and
6 30: Mr. W. Johnson.
Morecahbb.—Mr. Watkinson’s, 43, Cheapsido, at 6.30. Local.
Mori.ky.—Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street, at 2.30 and 6: Miss Dale Owen
Middlesborough.—Granville Lecture Rooms, Newport Road, at 10.30, and 6.30.
Newoastlk-on-Ttnb.—Weir’s Court, at 10.30 and 6.30, Mr. E. W. Wallis.
Northampton.—Cowper Cottage, Cowper Street, 2.30and 6.30.
North Shields.—6, Camden Street, at 6 p.m.: Mr. J. G. Grey.
Nottingham.— Morley Club, Shakespeare Street, 10.45 and 6.30., Mrs. Barnes.
O ldham.—176, Union Street, at 2.30 and 6:
P endleton.—48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge, at 2.30: Mr. Johnson.
P lumstead.—Mrs. Thompson, 146, Maxey Road, at 7.30. Mr. A. Savage, Mediam.
P lymouth.—Richmond Hall, Richmond Street, at 11.15, Mr. J. Hasson; at 3, Circle.
at 6.30, Mr. R. S. Clarke. Lyoeum at 10.15 a.m*
Rochdale.—Regent Hall, Regent Street, at 2.30 and 6 p.m.
Salford.—83, Chapel Street, at 6.30,
8 owp.rbt B ridge. — Progressive Lyoeum, Hollins Lane, at 2.30 and 6.30, Mrs.
Bailey.
Sunderland.—Albert Rooms, 7, Cmmitioa Street, 6.30:
T unstall.—Rathbene Street, Mr. W. Dudson, Medium.
W alsall.— Exchange Rooms, High Street, at 6.30.
W est P blton.—At Mrs. Taylor's, 24, John Street, at 6 p.m.
---------+-------C avendish K ooks,
Maxtlebonx
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Street, 6 p.m.
6, Mr. T. Holdsworth, Keighley.
20, Mr. Annltage.
13, Mr. Lamont, 2.30 and 6.30, Anni*
27, Local,
versary.
Sec.: Mr. Armitage, Stonefield House, Hanglngheaton.
B inglbt.— Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p.m.
6, Mr. Collins Briggs, Keighley.
20, Mrs. Qott, Keighley.
13, Mrs. Gregg, Leeds, and Mr. T.
27, Mr. Hepworth, Leeds.
Holdsworth, Keighley.
Sec.: Mr. Fred Wood, 10, Horsfall Street, Bingley.
B radford.—Spiritualist’s Church, Walton St, Hall Lane, Wakefield Rd., 2.30 k 6.
6, Mr. Armitage and Mrs. Rollings, 20, Mr. Colville, 10.30, 2.30, and 6, Flower
10.30, 2.30, k 6, Anniversary.
Service. Also Monday and Tuesday
13, Mrs. Wade and Miss Musgrave.
Evenings, at 7.45.
27, Mrs. Ingham and Mrs. Scott
Sec.: Mr. Heap, 23, Sheridan Street
Bowling.—Wade’s Meeting Room, Harker Street, 2.36 and 6 p.m.
6, Mr. Hepworth, Leeds.
27, Mrs. Bailey, Halifax, and Mm. llling
13, Mr. Morrell, Bradford.
worth, Bradford.
20, Mrs. Ingham and Mrs. Illingworth, 10.30 & 6; Mr. Armitage, 2.30. Anniversary.
Sec. : Mr. Ludlam Waddington, 38, Leicester Street, Bowling.
Otlkt R oad.— Spiritual Lyceum, Oddfellows’ Rooms, Otley Rd., Bradford, 2.30 A t.
6, Miss Illingworth, 2.30, and Mr. W. 20, Mr. Morrell, Bradford.
Hillam, 6.
27, Mrs. Illingworth, Bradford.
13, Mbs Beetham and Miss Wilson, Keighley.
Sec.: Mr. G. T. Stewart 08, Butler Street
Halifax.— Spiritualist Institution, 1, Winding Road. 2.30 and 6 p.m.
6, Mrs. Illingworth, Bradford.
20 , Mrs. Riley and Miss Harrison.
13, Mrs. Bailey and Miss Illingworth.
27, Mrs. Gott, Keighley.
Sec.: Mr. C. Appleyard, 28, Concrete Street, Leemeunt
K eighley. - Spiritualist Lyceum, East Parade, 2.30 and 6.30.
6, Mm. Inghamand Mrs. Scott Keighley; 20, Local Juveniles.
Mrs. Riley, Bradford, and Mm. 27, Messrs. Wright and Holdsworth.
Craven, Leeds.
13, Messrs. Collins Briggs, and T. H, Taylor.
Sec. : Mr. S. Cowling, Marley Street, South Street.
Leeds.—Psychological Hall, Grove HouseLaue, backof Brunswick Terraoe 2.30k 6.30.
6, Local.
20, Mr. A. D. Wilson, Hallfkx.
13, Mm. Bntler, Cononley.
27, Miss Musgrave, Bingley.
Sec.: Mr. T. Craven, 47, Ascot Avenue, Pontefract Lane, Leeds.
Leeds.—Edinburgh Hall, Sheepscar, 2.30 and 6.30 p m.
6, Mr. A. D. Wilson, Halifax.
20, Miss Musgrave, Bingley.
13, Mm. Ingham k Mrs. Soott, Keighley. 27, Mr. Schutt Aocrington.
Sec.: Mr. J. Flowers, 3, Elmwood Row, Crimbles Street, Leeds.
M orley.—Spiritual Mission Room, Church Strict 0 p.m.
6, Mm. and Mbs Gott, Keighley ; Anni- 20, Mr. Murgatroyd, Idle.
versary.
27, Miss Beetham and Mr. H. Briggs,
13, Mr. Worsman, Bradford.
Bradford.
Sec.: Mr. John Robinson, Cross llill, Beoston, near Leeds.
Sowbrbt Bridge.—Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum, Hollins Lane, 6.30 p.m.
6, Mr. II. Briggs, Bradford.
20, Local.
13, Mr. Colville, 2.30 k 6.30; Annlver- 27, Mr. A. D. Wilson, Halifax,
sary. Also Monday and Tuesday at 7.30.
Sec.: Mr. Arthur Sutcliffe, Sowerby Street, Sowerby Bridge.
ANNIVERSARIES, AND SPECIAL 8ERVICES.
B atlkt C arr.— Sunday, July 13, at 2.30 and 6.30. Mr. John Lamont.
B radford, Walton St. Church.—Sunday, July 6, at 10.30, 2.30 and 6, Mr. A r m it a g e
and Mrs. Hollings. July 20, Mr. Colville, Flower Service at 10.30, 2.30 and ffAlso on the following Monday and Tuesday evenings, at 7.45.
Bowling.—Sunday, July 20, at 10.30 and 6, Mm. Ingham and Mm. Illingworth;
2.30, Mr. Armitage.
Sowerbt B ridge.—Sunday, July 13, at 2.30 and 6.30, Mr. W. J. Colville; also
the following Monday and Tuesday, at 7.30.
Morlxk.—Sunday, July 6, at 2.30 and 6.30. Mm. and Miss Gott, Keighley.
Batlkt C arr.—Tewn
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S A V E 40 P E R C E N T .

B e st S u its—all W o o l ,
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CLA IR V O Y A N TS

F rom MELBOURNE, AUSTR ALIA ,

Can now be consulted at No. 1, C L A V E R T O N S T R E E T ,
S T . G E O R G E ’S S Q U A R E , S .W .

C A S H O NLY.

JAMES M A L T B Y , T A IL O R , 8, Hanover Place, Regent’s
Park, N .W . (Baker Street Station),

M r. a n d M r s . H A W K I N S , M a g n e t ic H e a le r s .
T HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Free Treatment on Fri
day, from 12 to 4 o'clock. Patients visited at their own Residence.— 143,
llsrylebone Road, N .W ., Near Edgware Road Station.

A

C U R A T IV E M E S M E R I S M A N D C L A I R V O Y A N C E .
ROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER attends Patients and can be consulted dally
from 2 till 5, at 5, Rue du Mont-Dore, Paris. Clalrvojant Consultations by
letter for Diseases, their Causes, and Remedies. For any serious cases, Professor
Dktter would arrange to come and attend personally in England.

P

MESMERISM, by Mr. J. Rapbr, Herbalist, also Healer o f many
CURATIVE
years’ experience, Dally from 2 till 10 p.ra. Free on Saturday evenings from

7.30 till 9.30.—26, Sturgen Road, Penrose Street, Walworth.

H O U R S, Mornings, 10— 1 2 ; Afternoons, 2— 5.
'IY rANTED to know, a good Medical Clairvoyanle.
ir
15, Southampton Row, W .C .

Reply, *‘ M. G.,” Office,

N E W M E D IC A L W O R K B Y

Miss C handos L eigh H unt (M rs. W
T
H
C
pages, tastefully bound in cloth, price 3s. 6d.
PHYSIANTHROPY,
as below.
or
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a ll ac e ) & Lex et Lux.
E radication or D isease. 126
Send for Synopsis to Miss Simpson,

and

T H I R D E D IT IO N .— (Just Published.)

PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THB
SCIENCE A N D A R T O F O R G A N IC M A G N E T IS M .
BY MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT. .

A S H M A N ’S

E M B R O C A T IO N .

OR Gout, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, Pleurisy,
and Congestion o f the Lungs, Burns, Scalds, Chilblains, Wounds, Cuts, Ac.
2s. 9d. per bottle. To be obtained at a, Sixth Avenue, Queen’s Park, Harrow Road,
W., and o f all wholesale chemists.

F

R. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of Rheumatism, Gout, Neural
gin, Lumbago, Epilepsy, General Debility, and several affections o f the Head,
Byes, Liver, Ac., attends Patients from Eleven to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bulstrode Street, Wei beck Street, Cavendish Square, W .

M

R. A MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every day. Patients
attended at their own homes. Circles conducted. Seances on Sundays at 7.30
p.m. Free Healing on Sunday morning at II o’clock. Removed to 116, York Road,
King’s Cross, N.

Being her original T h re e guinea p r iv a t e Manuscript Instructions, printed, revited
and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and practical translations, and the
concentrated essence o f all previous practical works. Numerous Illustrations o f
passes, signs, Ac.
Price One Guinea, Paper. French Morocco, with double lock and key, 5s. extra
best Morocco, ditto, 7s. extra.
Send for Index, Press Notices and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Miss Simpson, Secre
tary, Philanthropic Reform Publishing Office, 2, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, W #

IMPORTANT

M

ASTROLOG Y

AND

ASTRO N O M Y.

T\R. W ILSON may be Consulted on tho Past, and Future Events o f Life, at 103,
JJ Caledonian Road, King’s Cross. Time of Birth required. Fee 2s. 6d. A t
tendance from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.

P e r s o n a l C o n s u lt a t io n s o n ly .
M R T . B. D A L E ,
ROFESSOR o f Astrology A Astronomy, 8, Brunswick Road, Westg.ccn Road,
Tottenham. Calculations, personally or by letter, on Nativities, Business
Questions, c., daily from 2 to 7 p.m. Fee 2s. 6d. Astrology Free. Lessons given.

P

Last opportunity for the present of obtaining copies o f
Mrs. Hardinge-Britten’s grand and exhaustive history of
NINETEENTH CENTURY MIRACLES, OR SPIRITS AND THEIR
W ORK IN E VERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH .
The publishers desiring to dispose o f a few remaining copies o f tho non-Iliustrated
Edition, will furnish them at the rate o f 7s. 6d. per volume, exclusive o f postage.
This Is the last opportunity that can bo afforded In the author's absence In America
o f obtaining a work which contains records unparalleled in the history o f mankind.
A very few illustrated copies can still be had o f Allen, Publisher, Avo Maria Lane,
or Mr. Burns. For the plain copies, apply to Mr. G. M. Wilkinson, The Limes,
Humphrey Street, Clieetham Hill, Manchester.
In P a rts

**

1JPRROROLOGY.” —Descriptive of the Black, Concave, Ovoid, Magic Mirror
JlL for developing 41 Spiritual Insight,” by the Inventor o f the “ Perfected
Automatic Insulator ” on Crystal Balls, the Planchette of the future for Writing
and Drawing Medlumship. Bee Circulars.— Robt . H. Fbyar , Bath.

« N E P T U N E ,” A S T R O L O G E R ,
24, W allgrave Road, Earl’s Court, London, S .W .
For terms, send stamped, addressed envelope.
AROLINE PA W LE Y , Writing, Speaking, Healing Medium. By tho desire o f
her Guides, no money aooepted.—Letters sent first, with stamped envelope for
rep ly. 33, Bayston Road, Stoke Newington Road, N.

C

MRS. KATE BERRY,

M agnetic H ealer ,

94, Maida Vale, W .

a i ISS GODFREY. M edical R ubber, and Mesmerist, 31, Robert Street, HampM stead Road, N.W.

S P E C IA L

N O T IC E .

ESSRS. W ILLIAM S AND HUSK, will recelvo friends on Tuesday and Satur
day evenings, at 8 o’clock, and on Thursday afternoons, at 3 o'clock, at 61,
LambsrConduit Street, W .C.

M

NOTICE.

Is.

e a c h ; D o u b le P a r t s

Is. 6d. each.

ACK TO THE FATHER’ S HOUSE,
Parabolic Inspiration. Fourteen Parts
issued.
B
_______________ London: E. W . Allen, 4, Ave Marla Lane, E.C.________________
a

i s R. R. 8. CLARKE’S APPOINTMENTS.—D evonport : Christ Church, Duke
Street, Sunday, June 16th, at 11 a.m.
P lymouth : Richmond Hall, Richmond Streep at 6.30 p.m.
S altash : Wednesday, Juno 18th.
Mr. Clarke will shortly be at liberty to acoepi other engagements. For terms and
dates address 4, Athenaeum Terrace, Plymouth.

uL

R. J. J. MORSE’S APPOINTMENTS.— L ondon: Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer
Street. W ., Sunday, June 15th, 7 p.m., subject: 44 Spiritualism: Its Mission
to the Race.”
Mr. Morse accepts engagements for Sunday Lectures In London, or the provinces.
For terms A dates, direct to him at 103, Great Portland St., Oxford St., London, W.

M

ISS DALE OWEN’ S LECTURE ENGAGEMENTS. - M
June 15.
Sheepscar Terrace, Tuesday, June 17.
M
B
, Thursday, June 19.
K
, Sunday, June 22.

orlby,

Sunday,

L eeds,

radford

eighley

L eicester , Sunday, June 29.
B ethnal G reen , Sunday, July 6, 44Robert Owen.”
B irmingham , Sunday, July 20.

L iverpool, July 13.
Glasgow, Sunday, Aug. 31, and Jept. 1, 2 A 3.
Address: 21, Alma Square, S t John’s Wood, London, N.W .

HYSICAL PHENOMENA.— Spirit-Lights and o her evidences of Spirit-Power,
R. W . J. COLVILLE’ S APPOINTMENTS.—
: Neumeycr Hall,
at an old established private Circle. Earnest Inquirers only admitted, ou Sunday MHart Street, Bloomsbury, W .C ., every Sunday till further notioe, at 11 a.m.
P
at 7.30, and Tuesday and Thursday at 8 p.m. Mrs. Walker, Medium.—Mrs. Ayers, and 3 p.m.
L ondon

45, Jubilee Street, Commercial Road, E.
r BOPCROFT, 140, Lancefield Street, Queen’s Park, Harrow Road. Traueeand
f • Clairvoyance. A t home dally from one till five, and opon to engagements.

M

R. CECIL HUSK, 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Maxted Road, Peckham Rye, 8.E,
Seances—Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 7.30, for Spiritualists only.

W . J. Colville isopen to engagements la or out of London which will not con
flict with hb work in Neumeyer Hall. For all particulars, address, 32, Fopstono
Road, Earl’s Court, Loudon, S.W ., or care o f Mr. J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row,
High Holborn, W.C.
W . W A L L IS ’S APPOINTMENTS.—
address E. W . Wallis, 4, Lower Roshall Street, Walsall.
MR.ForE.dates,

71RANK HERNE, 8, A lbert R oad ,
:

R. J. B. TETLOW , 2, Isherwood Street, Heywood^accepts invitations to speak
. on Sundays, within a reasonable dbtance from home.

F orest L ane , Stratford .

M

ISS LOTTIE FOW LER, Trance, Medical, and Business Clairvoyant, on travel
lu America. Address—” Banner of Light,” 9, Montgomery Place, Boston,
t, U.S.A.

THOMAS, G eneral C orrespondent.
•
Address: Kingsley, by Frodsham, Cheshire.
R. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test and Business Clairvoyant, Is at home
daily, and Is open to engagements. Address—99, Llsson Grove, Marylebone
Road.

M

M

R. A. DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent, 13, Oswald's W ynd,
Kirkcaldy.

R. BURROWS, Holden Fold, Near Oldham, Healing and Business Medium, may
be consulted either by letter containing lock o f hair or personally.

I

OLTON. — Mr. G avan , o f Denton, near Manchester, will attend on Sundays,
during the month o f June, at Mr. T ovey ’ s , 20, Halstead Street, off Castle St.,
Haulgh, at 6.30, and discourse on a spiritual subject (to be chosen.) A collection will
be made at the close o f the discourse.
Mr. G avan will also give delineations o f Medlumship, Phrenology, Health, Ac., at
a moderate charge. Ho will also delineate the state o f a person’s health from a lock
o f hair, with Postal Order for Is. enclosod (to be returned in case o f failure), sent to
his address.

B

A N T ID O T E

SLE OF W IGH T.—Annandale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid Ladies will
betaken great care of by a Healing Medium, Including Board and Lodging,
:or 80s. per week, for the six winter mon’ hs at this pretty seaside town, which b known
to be particularly salubrious.

I

H Y D R O P H O B IA .
VIVISECTION.

HAVE a Perfect Cure for Hydrophobia; and has been proved; and I will cure
any person myself, if they are in danger to tlielr friends from paralysis of the
dbease, if the friends will keep themfrom injuring mo whilo I operate them.

I

“ T H E H O M E F R O M H O M E .”
PR IV A T E APARTM EN TS FOR SPIRITUALISTS.
J. MORSE, 103, G reat P ortland Street, O xford Street, L ondon, W .
• Terms Reasonable. Rates sent post free to any address.

TO

WITHOUT PRACTISING

44Herbs cure our flesh because they find their acquaintance there."
RECIPE

obtained

O ne G uinba at MRS. LANDY, P aisley
A rdrossan, A yrshire , S cotland .

for

Street ,

DVERTISER (Husband going abroad) wishes to live in Plymouth. Would give
her services for 3 or 4 montlis in excliangc for board, A c . Business place pre
ferred. Generally useful; age 28.—Mrs. B., 12, Elm Grove, Liverpool.

A

Crown 8 m , Illustrated with Portraits and Spirit-Drawing*, 5s.

O L D B O O K S O N M A G IC A N D A L C H E M Y .

S P IR IT -C O N T R O L S , R ecorded by A . T . T . P .
Fifty
B. has for sale several of the above. Enclose stamp for particulars. Address
of the most remarkable of these celebrated communica
• A. B ., care of Mr. liaise, 40, Addison Road, Kensington. A. B. would like to
bear from any very powerful non-professional Physical Medium.
tions will be Prefaced by a Personal History and
Observations by the Recorder.
ISITORS to London can be accommodated with Board and Lodging on reasonabl
terms, at 16, York Street, Portman Square, London, W ., only two miuutes from
L ondon : J. BURN S, 15, Southampton R ow, W .O .
Baker Street Station, W . Vegetarian diet if required.

A

Y

AND THE

WONDERS OF THE LAND OF THE PHARAOHS,
B

y

W IL L IA M

Author o f “ The P hilosophy o f Spirit.”

O X L E Y .

Illustrated by a N ew

Version o f

the B h agavat-G ita, an Episode o f the

M ahdbh arat: one o f the E p ic P oem s o f Ancient In d ia .

L IS T

OF IL L U S T R A T IO N S .

CONTENTS,

---- ♦----

-------- 4---------

List of Egyptian Kings.
The Egyptian Trinity.
The Rising Sun.
Portrait of Sethi I.
The Great Pyramid and Sphinx.
Section of Great Pyramid.
Grand Gallery and King’s Chamber.
Egyptian Amulets.
Birth of Rameses II., the Son of God.
Death and Resurrection of Osiris.
Isis Presenting the God-Son to the God-Father.
The Great Judgment Scene.
Star Chart of the Astro-Theological Planisphere.
The Egyptian and Christian Madonna and Child.
Addendum—Ptolemaic Gateway to Temple of Karaak.
Temple of Karaak : Ruins of Oldest Part
Temple of Edfou—Plan ; Capitals of Pillars.
Temple of Edfou.
Map of Egypt.

Chap. I. Modern E gy p t: The Inheritance o f Great Britain.
II. Monumental Egypt.
III. The Pyramids, Necropolis, and Sphinx of Jeereh.
IV. The Great Pyramid.
V. List of Egyptian Kings.
VI. Egyptian Astronomy and Chronology.
VII. Egyptian Magic and Spiritism.
VIII. Egyptian Spiritism.
IX. Egyptian King-Gods.
X. Egyptian Sacerdotalism.
XI. The Egyptian Religion.
XII. An Egyptian New Year’s Carol.
X III. The Egyptian Scriptures.
XIV. The Transition from Osirianity t o Christianity.
ADDENDUM .
Egyptian Architecture.

By James Menzies.

< J k > ttd o w :

Sold by J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, High Holborn, W .C .
P reparin g f o r Imm ediate Publication .

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
ALSO
10.
A PREFACE AND INVOCATION
j 11.
|12.
DELIVERED INSPIRATIONALLY BY
; 13.
14.
j
j j
15.
In Neumeyer Hall, Hart Street, Bloomsbury, London, W .C .,
16.
during the Season of 1884.
17.
18.
P r ic e 2 /6 to Imm ediate Subscribers. 3/6 after Publication .

EIGHTEEN LECTURES & IMPROMPTU POEMS,

W.

J.

COX V I I I E,

Subscriptions may be sent in immediately to W . J.
32, Fopstone Road, Earl’s Court, S .W .; or,
15, Southampton Row, London, W .C.

C

o l v il l e ,

The follow ing are the Titles o f the L ectu res:

1.
2.
3.
4r.

W hat the W orld needs to make it H a p p y .
S even S teps to S piritu al P erfection .
R esurrections , their L etter and their S pir it .
R eligious T ruths and C ontroversial T heologies.

T heosophy, and its R elations to S p i r it u a l i s m .
R eason and I ntuition .
T he N ature and V alue of F a it h .
P r a y e r , and its E fficac V.
M iracles and N atural L a w .
T he S piritu al U se and M eaning o f F i r e .
T he A scension of C hrist into H e a v e n .
P rogress and P overty .
T he H oly S p ir it .
A S piritu al V iew of the T r in it y .
S piritu al M a rriage .
W here and W hat are the S p ir it S p h e r e s V
I nvolution and E volution .
T he U ltim ate D estiny of the E a r t h a n d M an .

WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, &c.
ORATIONS through the Mediumship o f M rs. C o r a L . Y.
T a p p a n ; The New Science— Spiritual E th ics— containing
I
upwards of 50 Orations and Poems. 720 p a g e s. Full gilt,
with photograph, 10s. 6 d .; handsome o lo t b , 7s. 6d.
|SPIRITUALISM PROVED BY FACTS.
K e p o r t o f a Two
Nights1Debate between 0. Bradlaugh, S ecu larist, and J.
Burns, Spiritualist. Prioe 6d.
L ondon : Printed and Published b y
J ames Bubns, IS, Southampton Row, High Holborn, W .C .

