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I  spent the days of my youth in a land where the 

so-called “  festivals ”  o f the “  church ”  are unknown, 
and I  was well up in years before I knew when 
Christmas came; and as for Good Friday, Easter, 
Palm Sunday, Shrove Tuesday, and other terms—it is 
only recently that I  have been able to remember the 
periods of their occurrence. The more I  know o f their 
history and the fictitious merits attached to them, the 
less I  like them; and I  feel that I would have avoided 
that which could well have been dispensed with, if I 
had never heard of them at all.

The saints’ days were, with us, fairs and quarterly 
terms; the New Year was the remnant of the most 
ancient calendar, and Beltane still survived as a Spring 
memorial, derived from a paganism more ancient than 
that upon which the popular mythology is based. A  
native observance is Yule, as the shortest day, and 
which appears to be astronomical in its nature.

All feasts and holidays appear to have been astro­
nomical in their origin. The motions of the stars 
were first observed and recorded for the regulation 
o f  human affairs. From the phases of the moon we 
have the Sabbath. More accurate knowledge revealed 
the annual cycle o f the earth round the sun, giving the 
exact year. A  further extension of this research give 
us the laws of prophecy, when great spiritual changes 
amongst men may be determined.

The welfare o f man depended upon his knowing 
when the seasons came round, so that be might per­
form those duties peculiar to them. Without fixed 
terms and a means of estimating their recurrence, time 
could not be said to exist, and those engagements npon 
which civilization depend could not be entered into nor 
kept.

The ‘ ‘ hot cross bun,”  consumed so plentifully during 
the week just closed, is a representative of an old 
calendar. The circular shape of the bun indicates the 
annual orbit of the earth round the sun. Its being 
"h ot”  means the power of the sun’s rays. The lines 
which cross the bun at right angles indicate the fonr 
quarters into which the year is naturally divided. 
This bun with its distinctive marks, is one o f the oldest

hieroglyphs that the world possesses, one of the earliest 
instances of recording and communicating facts by 
written symbols.

Fasts, Feasts, and Holy Days have been enjoined 
and forbidden in all religions. This shows that they 
may be abused, and become a source of evil as well as 
a means of good. After the Mosaic institution, nearly 
all spiritual teachers spoken of in the Bible were 
opposed to them; othera regarded them as familiar 
occurrences associated with the usual ritual, or jjave 
special reasons for their employment at any time. 
Isaiah reproves those who perform ecclesiastical fasts 
and penances, and says:—

Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy hardens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke ? Is it not 
to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are oast oat of thy house? When then seest the 
naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself 
from thine own flesh ?—Isa., lviii., 6-7.

A  degenerate, unspiritual church is threatened with 
the destruction of its observances, by Hosea, which are 
no longer “  sacred”  or spiritually helpful. Amos 
prophesies against those who worship images, “  the 
star of your god, which ye made to yourselves.”  Thus 
when astronomical facts became linked with so-called 
“  divine persons,”  man-made gods, then such worship 
with its observances became an abomination. Says 
Isaiah:—

It is iniquity, even the solemn meeting; your new moons 
and your appointed feasts my soul hatetb ; they are a trouble 
unto me ; la m  weary to hear them.—i., 15.

In the New Testament, Jesus and his followers are 
reproached for not fasting like the Pharisees (Matt, 
ix., 14); and the pious Pharisee— in that respect—  
is not so much appreciated as the publican (Luke, 
xviii., 12). Paul enjoins dietetics (fasting) as an 
aid to continence (1 Cor., vii., 5 ); and adds it to his 
sufferings in his mission. But there is no injunction 
as to the observance o f those times, seasons, and pro­
ceedings so strenuously upheld by the sacerdotal 
party.

What is the intention and purpose o f a holiday P 
It is to make ‘ ‘ holy,”  i.e., healthy, to recreate the 
people. With the monotonous toil of life we get worn 
out. Fresh elements have to be inhaled, or evolved ; 
and the holiday is a season for this purpose. It should 
renew the whole man— physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. By the repose o f  the overworked facultieft.



it should set into action those that have been daring 
the ordinary duties of life neglected, and thus restore 
balance and a renewal o f force from the inner realm. 
It should not be mere animal recreation, but it should 
be directed to all parts of the complex nature of man.

There is no provision made for this form of alternate 
action, or culture, in the arrangements of modern 
society, except in the case of the few, who can com­
mand what they require in all respects. To let loose 
the ordinary rein held on the lower nature: to eat, 
drink, and sensually indulge, is the ordinary Christian’s 
idea of enjoyment, and when he has got through with 
his orgies, it takes him several days to recover from the 
effects thereof. Even when these enjoyments are 
commendable, they are solitary and selfish; and as a 
people we have no systematic means o f giving useful 
change and relaxation, so that the occurrence is of a 
national as well as a personal benefit. In some 
respects the Crystal Palace fetes, ‘and such other 
demonstrations, have tended somewhat in the right 
direction ; but the crowding, discomfort, and hours of 
prolonged exhaustion in railway travelling, sow in 
many delicate constitutions the seeds o f premature 
death. The Bank holidays have become such an abuse 
that prudent people stop at home. Even the recreation 
of our most Christian legislators on Epsom Downs is 
the patronage o f blackguardism, and a custom that 
would be much more honoured in the breach than in 
the observance. Our Romish iconolatry, with its 
parentage, death and resurrection of a “  god ”  o f its 
own manufacture, with the pharisaical penances and 
blessings attending its mummeries, still take the mind 
o f man farther from the Creator and the laws laid 
down for the regulation of His works. In short, 
wherever we look we find mankind ignoring Nature, 
that which is; and busily engaged in worshipping 
Notions, that which is the product o f a perverted 
imagination.

What, then, can be proposed to take the place of all 
this perversion, i f  holiday observances we must have P 
Let us consult Nature, and the wants she imposes 
upon us. Take the hot cross bun as an illustrative 
diagram, and we find it divided into four sections, 
separated by lines that cross each other. Take the 
vertical line— the upper end represents mid-summer, 
when the days are longest, ana heat and light most 
abundant; the lower end represents mid-winter, the 
shortest day, when heat and light are at a minimum. 
The cross line indicates when the days and nights are 
equal: the one ascending from winter to summer, the 
otner descending from summer to winter; the first, 
the Spring, the second, the Autumn.

Thus there is astronomically indicated four periodical 
occurrences; but for mankind to observe an obscure 
scientific abstraction is rather a vague peg on which to 
hang a national fete. But these astronomical points 
have their mundane correlates in the four seasons 
of the year: the time of Seeds— Spring; the time of 
Flowers— Summer; the time of Fruits, or Produce— 
Autumn; the time of Transition— Winter. They are 
indicative of four ruling Spiritual sentiments, in which 
resides their religious significance: Hope rules the 
Spring; Enthusiasm, the Summer; Gratitude, the 
Autumn; and Faith, the Winter season. The com­
plete rounding out of man’s sentimental or love nature 
is what is called in the Gospel Love, in Paurs Epistles, 
Charity, and in the Harmonial Philosophy Universal 
Love. The latter is not a simple affection, but the full 
expansion o f all the soul attributes of man.

These seasons are divided into two classes: Labour 
seasons, Spring and Autumn ; Enjoyment seasons, 
Summer and Winter. The first couple, or the cross- 
line of the bun, are “  fasts; ”  the second couple, or the 
vertical line, are 14 feasts.”

Now the due observance of those periods, with their 
appropriate exercises, could never become an empty 
formality. Man’s continued existence upon earth 
depends upon the outcome o f Nature as expressed in

the products and operations o f these seasons. The 
Holy Days would do times o f thought effort and 
physical effort, to discover Nature’s secrets for human 
welfare, the putting o f those purposes into operation, 
which would enable man to co-operate with Nature to 
the fullest extent. This ground could be made to oover 
man’s spiritual as well as his physical needs.

The qaestion o f Seed is the most important, as it is 
the initial point of Nature’s programme. The natural 
year actually begins with Spring, and so it was held in 
ancient times, before a knowledge of Nature became 
obscured by the mummeries of theology. First, we 
want to know the pedigree of our Seed: who grew it ? 
On what land ? What was the condition of the crop 
from which it was derived? Is it o f an approved 
variety ? Is it adapted to our use and purpose ? 
Culturists have but recently awoke to the importance 
of these questions, but the products o f the soil are 
neither of the quantity nor the quality which they 
would be if these grand questions were probed to the 
roots. But that never will be, for improvement is 
endless; hence the significance of the Spring Holiday 
would never pass away.

But on the mental plane th$ importance is even 
more pronounced. The mind of man is fertilized by 
u seeds ”  o f truth or of falsehood, which are continually 
being cast into the mental soil. There are great 
“  Spring ”  seasons in man’s life when this is especially 
true. How many of us find, when late in life, that our 
mental glebe has been sown with “ tares”  instead o f 
nutritious “  corn,”  and the remainder of our life is 
spent in unlearning, rooting out the tares, before the 
seeds of truth can be sown in our minds ! The bulk o f  
man’s disputes and discourses consists o f the mere chaff 
of empty words, in which “  things,”  truths, form no 
part; all because the mind has been sown with the 
wrong seed, badly developed, grown by a bungling 
husbandman, and imparted without regard to time or 
season! We are to-day educated mechanically : 
crammed as if  we were mere sacks, without respect 
to receptivity, or the needs of the mind.

Having plenty of good Seed, let it be well diffused. 
A  girl in the United States has made herself famous all 
over the world by her knowledge and distribution of silk­
worms. There are thousands o f refined and intuitive 
minds who could greatly improve the world by giving 
their attention to Seeds. Numberless improved 
varieties can be forthcoming, when the highest class 
of minds take up this work. Then the Spirit World 
would help. We can infuse our Spiritual qualities into 
the seeds we grow ; and the Angels can infuse their 
qualities into u s ; and thus, in truth, celestial seeds 
may become externalized in mundane seeds, and we 
may eat the “  bread of heaven,”  as it has been 
scoffingly said, that the Christians eat their “  god ”  
at the sacrament. Only, in the seed case, it would not 
be an empty ceremonial, a hollow mockery, but a divine 
reality, a scientific fact.

A  Church might be built amongst men having this 
creed : G ood S eed. It would regenerate the world ; 
for it would build up mankind with divinely endowed 
materials; food with a soul in it—a pure soul, which 
would feed man’s interior as well as sustain his animal 
body. The grand annual festival of this Church would 
be the labour o f the Seed Month, during which, with 
the blessing o f heaven, the womb of Nature is fructified 
anew for plentiful support of souls and bodies during 
the cycle of which it is the initiative. Much more 
important this than the immaculate conception or the 
annunciation o f a “  god.”  Let all our conceptions, all 
our fructifications, be as near perfection as possible: 
using the most approved germs, in the most approved 
manner, and in soils and climates best fitted for their 
growth

In these simple ideas, implying an eternity o f study 
and labour, is involved all that can bless and elevate 
man. It applies to man: body, soul, and spirit.

We would not in that Church simply talk and dis­



course upon Seeds, but we would bring to our places 
o f meeting all surplus stock, and these we would freely 
bestow upon the poor and the unfortunate, till there 
were no poor, no unfortunate. By the glorious growth 
of that which is good and useful, we would literally 
choke that which is bad and useless. Weeds would be 
elbowed out of existence!

These Easter cards, Easter eggs—silly baubles, 
absurdly figured with unspeakable myths: Why send 
them about as presents, wasting money, mocking man P 
Would it not be much better to make presents of 
Seeds ? Instructions for their culture might accom­
pany them. But there are thousands of idle u refined” 
persons, who spend their aimless, weary existence 
painting, embroiaering, and trying to make themselves 
and their surroundings look pretty! But they fail 
most lamentably; for they follow Notions instead of 
Nature; and their aim is based in Selfishness and not 
in Love. If they went to Mother Nature’s Girton 
College, or Finishing School, and learned the mystic 
use o f Seeds, then the whole world might be made 
more beautiful, than these little patches of aprons, fans, 
and slippers that so unjustly engross so much attention. 
Then the leisurely and refined person could perform the 
“  penances ”  of the New Church, of which I speak, by 
spending its season of observances amongst the gardens 
o f the poor, teaching the youth how to sow, plant, and 
cultivate— that education which is wanted more than 
aught else. Present day education induces helpless­
ness and dependence. It consists too much of Notions.

Thrift— What is it? In this New Religion it will be 
the proper use of Seeds. These are the only things 
that grow and produce. And they do so without 
robbing any one else, unless it be the weeds, which 
they crowd out. The Jewish plan of salvation is by 
usury; putting out money at interest. But this is 
diabolical. The crafty creature who sticks postage 
stamps on a card, and ultimately amasses a fortune, 
simply executes an idle scheme by which he gets others 
to work for him. Money cannot produce money. 
Some poor wretch must be enslaved, and toil for 
naught, that your u interest ”  may be paid, and that 
you may ride on his neck like an afflicting parasite.

The Christian religion has supplemented the Jewish 
religion, by introducing a vast array of sensual vices, 
upon which lucrative but soul and body destroying 
businesses can be raised; and thus the poor, sensual 
toilers become poorer every day, while the usurious 
speculators become correspondingly richer. The National 
Debt is the objective embodiment of the British religion. 
The a sheep ”  on its “  right hand ”  are the wealthy 
capitalists, sporters, and speculators ; the u goats ”  on 
the u le ft”  are the toiling, sensual, unhoused, vermin- 
infested, starving, vice-driven, police-watched masses.

That is the British Christian religion: for by its 
fruits you know it. Our probity and respectability 
as a people exist in spite of our “  religion; ”  because 
the Great I  A m  is in and around us everywhere; and 
notwithstanding our ignorance and perversions, we can­
not obliterate His plans or deface His work.

The True Religion is that which reverently seeks to 
learn these Divine Laws, Methods, and Purposes. By 
such a Religion alone is mankind to be u saved.”  
Goody-goody sentimentalities, however logical and 
seriously indulged in, can only mock the Almighty 
aud deceive man. The Great and Good Father and 
Mother have placed us in a school, where by observa­
tion and experiment we may learn that which is for 
our interests. I f  we neglect our lesson, we need not 
think to hoodwink the Unchangeable, by flattery and 
hypocritical penitence. The il religious ”  teachings o f 
the day are awfully “  irreligious.”

The subject is so vast, even as touching this one 
season, that I can take up only a handful of the moun­
tain that looms before me. I f  thousands of religious 
teachers and workers throughout the land had been 
engaged on it for the last month, they could not have 
exhausted it. What I  desire to enforce is, that

Existence, in its many phases, is the only source o f 
knowledge; that agreement with its diverse methods 
is the only means o f progress and happiness.

When man’s mind coincides with natural truth, he 
gains a power that is invincible, and he places himself 
in a plane of Spiritual life which is salutary and 
enlightening. On the contrary, when man works in 
ignorance of and in opposition to the truths of Being, 
he is continually crossed and thwarted; he has to 
resort to innumerable falsities to cover his primary 
mistaken course, and he becomes allied with a spiritual 
sphere o f darkness, lies, and evil, which causes himself 
and his system of working to be false and rotten from 
top to bottom. Such is the state of the world to-day, 
as far as it is under the influence of conventional 
Notions.

On the other hand, if  the culture and observances of 
a people were intelligently harmonious with the Divine 
Soul of Nature, the soul force thus given off would 
visibly alter the phenomena o f Nature, and improve it 
vastly for man’s welfare and comfort. Individual man 
can improve individual persons, plants, and animals. 
So could aggregate man improve and modify existence 
as a whole, on its invisible as well as its visible plane. 
I f  man can improve and control seed and soil, why not 
the climate also P

Then God and man would he at-one-ment, and it 
would be a hard matter for individuals to find an 
incentive or an opportunity to go in opposition to those 
universal and invincible forces, which would pull him 
upwards and onwards in spite o f himself.

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.
T H E  C H A R IT A B L E  W O R K  O F R E V . R O B E R T  

T A Y L O R .

A  C o n t r o l  b y  “  T h o m a s  P a in e .”

Recorded by A . T . T . P., April 1 ,  1884.
[The Medium, who in tranoe dictates these communications 

is an unedncatcd working man.]
Beloved One, if you remember, I concluded the last Control 

with the ultimate confession of belief on the part of Robert 
Taylor, and attempted to explain to yonr readers the various 
stages through which his mind had passed. First, 1  gave his 
literal acceptation of the Bible, and his great expectation 
founded on his faith. I  next attempted to describe his great 
soul-stricken disappointment at the failure of that faith, which 
in him was perfect, when he found that the law of Nature, or 
Qod, was unalterable, and stronger than any faith formed 
under any pretensions.

Then we arrived at his conclusions, that the words contained 
in the New Testament revelations were written in ignorance of 
these laws, and that the events must have been greatly 
exaggerated. Then I presented him to your readers, Beloved 
One, as being opposed to Church formation, with all its sym­
bolism and traditions, with all its dogmas, with all its mysteries 
respecting the worship of Jesus the Christ under emblematic 
forms, which ignored the man, and also ignored the life. Then 
I arrived at the last part of the former Control, in which 
Robert Taylor resolved, “ that the humanity of the man, Jesus 
Christ, could alone he accepted, and his example followed,” 
and said, “  that from this day I ignore the mystical, and accept 
all that is real in his life.” Now let us follow him, day by day, 
in the life which he led, strengthened by this resolution.

Are there any, Dear Recorder, who will deny to him know­
ledge, and intellectual strength? Will any one deny that 
humanity’s claims stirred his soul with a fervour stronger than 
prayer itself? There are many listening to me now, who 
remember his first night’s lecture; after he had been contemp­
tuously ignored by the Church authorities. They designated 
him the Devil’s Chaplain. And why did they do so? It was 
because he taught homely truths; because he attempted 
to make men believe, and feel the presence and the power 
of God.

In the revolutions of time, there are but very few changes 
made in localities. Take various portions of this vast Metro­
polis, and the peculiarities, noticed to-day, will be found to 
have been in existence a centnry ago. Take the Borough of 
Southwark, the field of labour in whioh the Rev. Robert Taylor 
both sowed and reaped. There the peculiarity, whioh has been 
its distinguishing feature, is its poverty. Take that part of the 
Blackfriars Road, with all its little tamings; there poverty 
has ruled supreme from time immemorial: thieves, drunkards, 
lost women, and base-born children are there to be found



in numbers; alas, the sad truth, in great numbers. I do not 
mean to sAy, that throughout the Borough, there is not a 
respectable section of humanity; God forbid, but the man 
must be untruthful, who denies that that portion of the Metro­
polis suffers from poverty, and its attendant evil, vice.

Robert Taylor started to speak to these men, and to these 
women; and those who remember his efforts, his appeal in 
earnest spiritual faith, his musical, inspired voice, will bear 
testimony to the martyr life he so voluntarily preferred. Not 
like the chaplains of the state prisons, who hurl the sin of the 
convicts at them in every sermon; who look on them as the 
black sheep of humanity, a course which hardens them, instead 
of appealing to their hearts. No, no; he did not adopt that 
plan. He was not there to preach at them ; he was not there 
in minister's gown and tabernacled honours, to overawe them, 
in order to prove his own superiority. N o ; he was there to do 
the work which he bad chosen, and to do it boldly and bravely; 
he was not there to rob them of the little self-respect that was 
still left to them, but to preach that oommon immortality, 
which should make all men brothers. Not one word has 
passed his lips during the whole of his Controls in regard to 
his poverty ; yet he was miserably poor; contented to live in 
a neighbourhood, as crowded as a rabbit's warren; where a foot 
of room was worth its weight in gold. Where poverty abounds, 
fecundity also abounds; children swarmed in every court and 
alley; poor little pale-faced starvelings. Poverty had made 
its mark in that neighbourhood; one has only to look at the 
tattered rags, that cover the men, and the women and children, 
In this region of hopeless misery, this man resolved to work; 
may God for ever bless him.

Churches are built, Colonial Bishoprics are founded, whilst 
immortal souls at home are perishing. 0  ye Moralists! what 
remedy have you for this ? You are not prepared to be ju st; 
you prate about early marriages, and the possibility of abstain­
ing from bringing into this world the little ones, whose life- 
surroundings must be marked by poverty's pressure. Human 
nature, I  tell you, is the same in the hovel, as in the palace; 
the poor oannot forego that, which the rich may carelessly 
indulge in. There are many marriages without means; many 
children born to pauper lives. I  know it, but there is a 
remedy, and so the Rev. Robert Taylor thought, and taught in 
the life of the man, Jesus of Nazareth. But who was prepared 
to take this life as an example ? I answer: None, who were 
orthodox; none, who believed in doctrine ; none, who wished 
to be held upright, and honourable before sooiety. But Robert 
Taylor thought it possible.

Now, as we follow his life, having the life of Jesus as an 
example, let not the orthodox think, that I am taking any 
departure from facts for the purpose of saying stronger things 
to them. I am only prepared to speak of Robert Taylor as his 
little world knew him.

What was his little world then ? Very much like what it is 
to-day, if you took any side street from Blackfriars Bridge to 
the Obelisk. It was in one of these side streets in which he 
lived: in which were little houses, high rents, and very poor 
tenants. The neighbours were of the same sort as can be 
found there to-day. The reoeiver, the thief, and the hard­
working man engaged in that great struggle of paying his 
way, of keeping his girls pure, and his boys honest; the hard­
working woman, who is up in early morn, with her eighteen or 
twenty city rooms to put to rights, whose hands were as hard, 
and as horny, as those of any male labourer; the widow, with 
half-starved children, worse off than the cur dogs about the 
streets; the poor girl, so lost to shame, that she oan smile 
decked in her gaudy clothes, eking out her daily wage by secret 
means, alas, too often resorted to by so many of the lasses of 
the working classes; and poor, painted wrecks of womanhood. 
Yes, it was in sGch a neighbourhood, and with such neighbours, 
that he lived in lodgings, too wretched for so great a soul. But 
he swore that he would lift these people up to a purer and 
holier life, and bow be tried (God alone knows) with the utmost 
of his great endeavour, by unorthodox means.

He spoke against the mystical Christ, and the muscular 
Christian ruffianism which orthodoxy interposes. You, who 
are listening to me, have heard him booted a t ; have seen him 
hustled, and sunk in the slough of the world's reproach; yet 
he feared not either the burglar, or the prostitute. The widow 
and the fatherless trusted him, and loved him; for he was 
always willing to help them, although the world bad rejected 
him then. He saved many a girl from the streets. Many an 
honest woman has offered up prayers for his endeavours; for 
he has given a conscience, where before, all was conscienceless 
and blank.

There are leaders in all times, and he was one of them; 
there are many would be leaders to-day, as there were in his 
day, the good men of society; God forbid that I should mis­
judge them; those, who act up to the truth, as they realize it; 
but their realization is but faint and feeble. There ought to be 
no line drawn by the charitable; yet the modern Samaritan 
helps only those who are respectable.

In many of your Controls, the Charity Organization Society 
has been alluded to. What is that Society but the means of 
distributing the charity of the respectable. Hopeless pauperism 
must not appeal for aid, or help, and unless the oharaoter of 
the applicant will bear the strictest investigation, it is but

) waste of time to hold forth the hand in supplioation. Respect­
able poverty is occasionally relieved ; but the poverty that has 
but little excuse for itself, that which lies, and whines, and 
drinks, it does not reoognise. Its offioers will say, “  We were 
not formed to encourage pauperism." Yet what is to be done 
with those? If  the respectable, the orthodox giver, will not 
have anything to do with these; who will ? “  What does the 
life of Jesus say In answer?" Robert Taylor said. You respect­
able divines may olassify poverty, and relieve the deserving 
poor; Jesus Christ, in his life, looked to the wants of a man, 
not to his respectability; the only distinction that he made, 
and the only class of men against whom he raised his voice, 
was that of the Pharisee; tho whitened sepulchre of his day. 
Robert Taylor would ask: “ Are there any Pharisees in my 
day ? I will," said he, “  help these men, and these women, 
whose poverty has no redeeming trait. Jesus of Nazareth was 
loved of Mary Magdalen, the unchaste; he was not afraid to 
lodge in the home of 8 imon, the leper. I will not let these 
men, and these women, go down in the valley of darkness 
without trying to help them. True, it is, there are no signs of 
repentance in these men, or these women; but they need help. 
May God help me to give it to them."

He taught them to love, and to trust in him. This was a  
noble work of brotherhood, which arose out of his great faith 
in human nature; out of his great faith in the example of the 
life of Jesus of Nazareth. He made the fallen look on him as 
a brother. He gave a prayer, where before had been a curse; 
without any reward, praise, or popularity. He did this, alone 
amidst a world of foes, and quite friendless. And why ? 
Because he did not preach the blood of Jesus; he worked 
without any organized authority ; he belonged to no church; 
to no sect; in his charity, he did not even look for the 
deserving; he worked in accordance with the life of Jesus, 
recognising in him the pure type of humanity. What to him 
was the opprobrious term of infidel, and Devil's Chaplain? 
What to him Was the fact that the'police looked at him 
askance, and that it was publicly said: “ That no man, or 
woman, leading a pure life, or with a clean heart, would ever 
acknowledge him?" He worked in no political dreams; he 
made no endeavour to stir up dissatisfaction amongst the 
labouring classes; he did not want the people to rise on 
the flood of revolution; he wanted them to rise by peaceable, 
and noble efforts. And will they rise ? Ask him, when he 
speaks again, and he will tell you “  that they are rising."

The middle, and upper classes, may laugh at them, and may 
call their trade organizations, and their thorough and oomplete 
net-work of clubs, tortuous an 1 rebellious; they may prate of 
a caste providence. The day is fast approaohing, when the 
masses will demand rights, and obtain recognition of them. 
He preached no republicanism; he preached no revolution. 
He could not rave at, nor vilify any set of men; if ever he 
abused any section of sooiety, it was that which most deserved 
abuse, namely, that of the orthodox ministers. I  remember 
once, when he was speaking to an excited meeting. There 
had been great ravings against the monied and titled classes; 
when he said: “  We are here to defend our principles, and to 
give to all men the credit of honesty of purpose. The upper 
classes look on us as brigands, longing to wrest from them 
that which they possess, as havi ;  inherited. If  we look on 
them in the same light, this would be in accordance with the 
views of the last speaker; but if this sort of feeling is to 
govern, what ohanoe of the different classes understanding 
eaoh other is possible ? It is as easy to believe in an opponent's 
virtue, as in his worthlessness; in all times and more especially 
to-day, the people are troubled with reckless agitators, and 
frothy lecturers, who would pull all down and raise nothing 
up.”

Again, he took care of even such as these. He taught them 
how to sink their minor differences; he taught them how to 
surrender their narrow partisanship, and led them out of their 
narrow grooves into a broader way. He shunned all those, 
who were hysterically angered, and who attempted to make 
abuse to serve for argument. Many were the scenes of tumult 
and violence be witnessed ; yet there were many round that 
platform at the Rotunda, who would have died for him. Many 
men big and brawny in their development, who loved their 
teacher, who was no coward, althougn but slightly formed. 
Many a time and oft he has calmly faoed the yelling crowd of 
men and women by his simple, earnest, unalterable dignity; 
for he was near to God by his likeness of and his nearness to 
man. Plenty of the East End Lazaruses ; plenty of London 
modern lepers; plenty of disgraced and fallen Magdalens, be 
led heavenwards with him. He bore without complaining, 
even to seventy-fcimes-seventy, insults. No trial seemed too 
severe for his forbearance; his patienoe was angelic; yet this 
man with unwearied sweetness; with a heart full of tenderness 
and hope, this man lived only that he might turn men from 
drink and devilry.

He, who was willing to receive as his brother and sister, not 
only those who had sinned against the law, but against him; 
those who laughed and soorned at his patience with them ; 
those who swore and blasphemed on their refusal of his friend­
ship; yet this man, according to the orthodox ministers of 
Christ was the “  devil’s chaplain." How they gloried at any 
unusual tumult at the Rotunda; how they gloried at one whom



be had helped, when he stood again onee more in the felon's 
dock. 44 Here," they cried, 44 is the fruit of his painstaking. 
There oonld be nothing lasting, for he does not teaoh revealed 
religion and trnth. Again, in, his charity, he treats virtne 
and vice both alike ; he enoourages mendicity ; he helps with­
out inquiring; the repentance of bis hearers cannot be lasting, 
for he is not a Christian.” Yet he persevered, making use of 
those even who are willing to turn charity into a pastime.

There are many noble ladies, and noble lords, who are play­
ing at charity, and make of it a very pretty gam e; those who 
pick ont a certain section of society to patronize. The last 
choice is as ridiculous as the rest; an offered prize for the best 
costermonger's donkey. They like this game of charity ; they 
like independent giving; they like as people, possessing birth 
and money, to pose before the charitable world as givers to the 
poor. Yet he was willing to work with these, if he could : 
sometimes they refused to work with him. “  You know," said, 
one, u I  would rescue the poor wretobes from their filthy homes, 
and surrounding misery. You know, that I  have done so, and 
those who have gone wrong after such help, let ns consider 
them as hopeless cases." And he replied: “  This is not in 
aocordanoe with the life of Christ; it is not in accordance with 
his life’b history. 1  want your help for some of these, and no 
shame, no disgrace, no sin shall overtry my patience. For their 
carelessness I will exchange my earnestness; for their levity, 
my seriousness; I  will give them my love for their hate." He 
was no shallow philanthropist.

There are many doing good work amongst the poor to-day, 
but they do not gain the love of the poor. They give as sup- 
periors; they look on the wretched poor as something outside 
humanity; as something so totally unlike themselves, not hav­
ing the same affections or the same nerves; so they go on 
gabbling amongst the poor ; following the poor to their own 
haunts; relieving immediate distress ; heading a subscription ; 
doing good in a fragmentary manner; but although Robert 
Taylor aocepted such help as this, still it was not the charity 
which he bestowod; it is not the charity, that thousands aro ex­
ercising amongst the working classes to-day. There is many a 
labouring man bringing home his three shillings daily, who is 
yet willing to share that trifle with those poorer than himself. 
The lordly giver may avert starvation for the d ay; but the 
dock labourer is willing to avert it on the morrow, and con­
tinues giving his little, until the pauper grave renders his help 
needless.

The gaunt and famine-wasted women and children found a 
noble friend in the Reverend Robert Taylor. He who oonld 
not beg for himself, learnt how to beg for others. May Qod 
bless him, and you also, dearly Beloved One!

[In second sentence of last paragraph of last week's Control, 
for 44 former " read framer.—Ed. M ]

A  COLUMN FOR THE YOUNG.
■ ■ ■ ■ •

S P R IN G -T ID E .
A  T ale  w ritten  u n der S p irt-C ontrol.

By “  L u c r e t ia .”

Continued from  last week.
I t  was, indeed, a glorious day, and Nature seemed revel­

ling in her own beauty. The sun shone down from the blue 
heavens, making everything look glad and joyous; the timid 
birds, disturbed by their footsteps, 1 ped from branch to 
branch, singing their sweet songs of jo y ; the soft air was 
redolent with tbo fragranoe of many flowers.

They strolled about the woods, until their baskets were 
filled, then calling the wanderers together, Clara prepared to 
retrace her steps" homewards; for already they had tarried 
longer than they could afford, but the woods, with the song­
birds, the golden sunshine that bathed the trees and flowers in 
its  splendour, and the pretty flowers that peeped from beneath 
the grass and leaves, had beguiled the time away, and they 
were unconscious bow the moments had flown.

They had nearly emerged from the woods, when they saw 
advancing towards them a young man.

44 Mabel," said Clara, 44 here comes Herbert. You must like 
him for m y  sake."

Mabel, smilingly, replied:—
44 Indeed, I am quite prepared to like him for y o u r  sake, if 

not for his own."
By this time he had joined the ladies who were in advanoe of 

Mabel and Clara, and judging by the smiles and bright looks 
bestowed on him, he was a very welcome addition to their 
number.

Salutations being over, he looked eagerly round, evidently 
seeking for someone. At length he espied our two friends, and 
hastily approaching them he said : —

41 Good day, Clara. I  called at the house, and being told you 
were here, I  came to look for you, and help gather the flowers, 
but I perceive that, unfortunately, I am too Tate to render any 
assistance."

44 Thanks, all the same," laughed Clara ; 44 but we have

enough. Allow me to introduce you to my friend Miss 
Reynold; Mabel, Mr.Forsythe."

Mabel graoefully bowed, and raising her eyes looked at the 
man before her. She saw one there who would be her destiny, 
although as yet she knew it not; but her heart felt irresistibly 
attracted to this stranger, whom she had never seen before, 
and whom, after this day, she may never see again.

Let us gaze over her shoulder, and see what manner of man 
this is, who has disturbed her hitherto calm nature, and has 
filled her whole being with a sense of exquisite joy and con­
tent ; who has filled her bosom with undefinable emotions, and 
has caused the pretty rose-blush to rush to her cheeks.

We see a young man about the medium height, well formed, 
with dark brown curling hair, brushed back and showing a 
noble expansive forehead, where intellect and power sat 
enthroned. A moustache covers his lip, but not sufficiently to 
hido a well-shaped mouth. But the greatest charm about him 
is his eyes which are of a deep blue colour; eyes that seem to 
have a power to stir your whole nature; eyes into which you 
could gaze, and forget all else, save the kind, sympathetic 
heart that looked from without their depths.

As Mabel's eyes are rivetted on him, so his are on her, and 
they are both conscious of a feeling they are unable to analyze— 
a power that seems to draw their very souls together. With 
an effort they control themselves, and after a few common­
place remarks, they wend their way back to the Parsonage.

In the evening there is a gay assemblage, to oelebrate 
Clara's birthday. The village band has been engaged, and to 
its strains the guests dance. Mabel is one of the gayest, 
as she flits to and fro, lending a helping hand here and there ; 
but she is all the time whilst thus engaged conscious that she 
is being closely observed by those wonderful blue eyes that 
encountered hers in the wood; she feels their magnetic influ­
ence, and go where she will those eyes follow her: even in the 
danoe, she is still conscious of them.

44 Herbert, you have not danoed onoe yet," exolaimed Clara.
441 will do so now, Clara, if you will let me have the plea­

sure of this waltz with you."
Clara's pretty face brightened with pleasure, as placing her 

hand within his arm, they moved towards the dancers.
Mabel, who had tired of dancing, wandered through the con­

servatory, and thence into the garden. She walked through 
the shrubbery, until she reached a rustic seat in a quiet little 
nook at the end. She sat down and gave herself up to dream­
ing. At length she was aroused from her meditations by hear­
ing footsteps near, and looking up she saw Mr. Forsythe by 
her.

441  must apologize for intruding, but I did not know this 
seat was occupied," said he. 44 Do not let me drive you away, '9 
he added, os he saw Mabel preparing to rise.

She resumed her seat, and he sat by her side.
Again this strange feeling! W h a t  could it mean, and why 

should this man's presence make her heart beat so wildly ? 
She could not move if she had wished, for some subtle influence 
held her, which she could not throw off; yet outwardly she 
was calm and collected, and talked with him on many subjects 
of interest to both.

Plucking a flower, Mabel spoke of its beauty, and how sad it 
1 seemed that such a lovely creation should in a few hours be 
withered and dead: all its fragranoe gone—its petals dull and 
colourless.

44 Not so," replied Mr. Forsythe. 44 Nothing dies. That 
flower which you now hold has a spiritual part that will never 
die."

Mabel was astonished to hear this, and smiled incre­
dulously, but, looking in his face, sho found it grave, and knew 
that what he said was no jest.

44 There is no death,” he went on: 44 nothing in this world 
dies. Do you believe in the immortality of the soul, Miss 
Reynolds ? ”

44 Yes, indeed, I  do," replied Mabel.
44 Do y5u believe it possible for those who have passed the 

veil that bides our world from another, to return and visit those 
they have left bohind ? " asked he.

441 cannot say," said Mabel; 44 but it is a subject that has 
engrossed my deepest thoughts, and to me it seems only natural 
they s h o u l d  do so. I  have sometimes a feeling that my dear 
lather, who died two years ago, is near me, and at such times 
my soul feels elevated, and I seem to be in another world. 
But this feeling soon leaves me, and I have often thought it 
must be imagination only. Do y o u  believe they return—our 
dear ones who are gone before ? Tell me more, for it is a com­
forting doctrine, and one I  would fain believe," and her eyes 
brighten with eagerness.

Smilingly, Herbert looked at kthe fair face up-turned to his, 
and said

44 You are really anxious to hear?"
44 Ob, yes, yes," cried Mabel. 441  would like to know my 

father can come to m e; can see me and mother, and knows 
how often we think and talk of him, and how dear his memory 
is to both of us."

44 Since it be your wish, I  will relate to you my wonderful 
experience, but if my recital tire you, I  beg you will tell me 
me so.

44 Yoq mqst l^uow," sajd Herbert, 44 that I  live^ with my



father and Mother in an old tumble-down house in Devonshire. 
My father was a younger son of a riob, proud family, and on 
his marriage with my mother, whom his people thought be­
neath him, he was disowned. Having a little money in his 
own right, however, he married my mother, and retired to this 
old house, where for many years they lived in happiness to­
gether. To them were born a son (myself) and a daughter, 
who, when she had attained her fifteenth birthday, fell ill and 
died. This was a great trial to us, as you may suppose. My 
parents were inconsolable for their lost darling, for of their 
two children, Jessie was the best loved. I did not feel jealous 
of the preference shown to her, for I  too loved her—I might 
say id o l i z e d  her. She was so bright and fair that she won all 
hearts; her presence ever brought joy where all was dark and 
gloomy; she was like a sunbeam flitting about our old place. 
She bad a strange custom of sitting quietly, absorbed in her 
own thoughts, her face wearing an almost ethereal expression 
at such times, her large eyes fixed on the ground. While in 
this state, if spoken to she would start up and look alarmed, 
and when questioned as to the nature of her meditations, she 
would say the angels had been talking to her, and no more 
satisfactory answer could we compel her to make.

“  On a beautiful summer evening she left us. How well I 
remember the scene 1 It comes before my vision even now, and 
once again I stand by her little, white-curtained bed, on which 
she lay. It is placed near an open window, that she might 
hear the birds sing, and smell the perfume of the roses that 
cluster round the window. She is sleeping 1 Her silken hair 
falls in little rings of soft curls round her forehead ; her face, 
pure and calm ; her lips parted in a faint smile. Hark ! what 
are the half-articulated words she murmurs ?

444 Wait  a  l i t t l e , a n d  I w i l l  b e  w i t h  y o u .’
44Her eyes then slowly open, and she calmly looks round. 

My father and mother are kneeling in prayer, eaoh Bide of her 
bed, their hearts bowed down with sorrow. She looks at them 
with affection, and says:—

44 4 Dear father and mother, you must not weep; you distress 
me by your grief. Dry your tears, for your Jessie is very happy. 
I  know I am going to leave you, b u t  I s h a l l  c o m e  a g a i n . 
The angels have promised me so. I do not leave you for ever. 
My home will be bright and beautiful, for I have seen it, so do 
not weep.’

44 My parents looked at each other in silent wonder, at these 
strange words, but they only thought their darling was a little 
delirious through her illness. Again she speaks:—

44 4 Herbert, dear brother, come close to me. We have loved 
each other as brother and sister should. Remember me when 
I  am gone, and when you should think, 441  w i s h  J e s s ie  w e r e
HERE,”  I WILL COME.’

441  kissed her, and promised I would never forget my gentle 
sister. She kissed us all again, then glancing upwards, and 
stretching forth her bands, she said, 4 Now, dear friends, I am 
ready,’ and she closed her eyes, and her spirit winged its way 
to God.”

At this part of his sad recital, Herbert covers his face, that 
Mabel may not see the tears that have risen to his eyes; but 
she, too, is deeply moved, and it is with an effort she can con­
trol her voice sufficiently to say :—

44 Do not proceed, if it give you pain. I  am sorry that I have 
been the cause of thus unintentionally bringing before your 
mind this sorrow again.”

44 Nay,” replied Herbert, 44 do not heed me. I  would not, if 
I oould, forget this peaceful death-bed. My emotion is not 
altogether that of sorrow, for intermixed with its bitterness is 
the sweet, glad thought, that my sister is happy. I would not 
recall her back, if I  could. But I will continue my tale, and 
you will understand why I can think with almost pleasure of 
my sister’s death, for the end will show you what has changed 
my grief into joy.

441  will, however, pass over the mournful time that followed 
our sad bereavement. I  left home, and for a year or two 
travelled abroad, and there the sad news was conveyed to me 
that my father was dead. I hastened home with all speed, to 
comfort and console my mother, for I  was the only one left 
to her.

44 On my return home, strong recollections of my sister Jessie 
took possession of me, and do what I would, my thoughts still 
would dwell on her. I felt impressed to go to her room, which 
I  did, and found it exactly in the same order as when she 
inhabited it, for my mother would not allow it to be disturbed. 
She would go there every day, to dust it and keep it in order 
as of old, and it was there the poor mother would say her 
prayers, and read her Bible, for she said she felt nearer her 
lost darling in that room.

441  looked around. Y e s ! there was the same white-curtained 
bed, on which she had lain so often in happy dreams : flowers 
were placed here and there, as she had loved them to be; her 
books still lay scattered about—a little sketch lying unfinished 
on her table. Everything spoke of her presence. Overcome 
with emotion—for I had dearly loved my sister—I sank down 
on a chair, and my heart longed to once more see Jessie—to 
once more hear her dear voice. The room grew gradually 
darker and darker, but I  heeded this not, so absorbed was I in 
my sad memories. At length, my grief was spent, and as 
I  knew it was getting late, I moved to rejoin my mother.

44 Suddenly, like a flash of lightning running through my 
veins, I thought of Jessie’s promise to come to me if I  should 
call her! Pressing my hand to my heart, in half-hope, half­
doubt, I said: 4Jessie, my dear sister, I  remember your 
promise; if it be possible for you to revisit this earth, come to 
me now—I call you ! ’ Hardly bad the words left my lips, 
when a  strange sensation stole over me, and I sank powerless 
in my chair. The room, which before had been almost dark, 
so that I oould hardly distinguish the artioles in it, was now 
lighted by a soft, luminous atmosphere, and I heard voices 
singing afar off:—

“ * Cease, poor mortal, cease repining;
Know that life Is fair and bright;

Know that love is ever shining, '
Even in the darkest night.

“ * Weep no more for those departed—
Those who once to yon were dear;

Bat weep for those who, broken-hearted,
Still in Borrow linger here.'

441  listened enraptured at the delicious sounds: the whole 
room seemed flooded in harmony, and I felt I was in the 
presence of those of another world. My heart beat fast and 
wildly, but I controlled my agitation as well as I  was able, 
and waited for what might happen. At length, the voices 
ceased, and a holy calm succeeded. I kept my eyes fixed iu 
the middle of the room, for it was there the light seemed to 
centre, and as I gazed, I perceived the faint outline of a figure 
gradually develop itself, until it assumed the appearance of 
my sister! Y e s; the same little Jessie I  had known and loved 
on earth ! She smiled on me, and held out her hand, as if she 
would touch me. She was dressed in a white, flowing robe, 
and her hair fell in little curls round her head, as formerly. 
Her features were the same, save the absence of that weary 
look, which ber illness had produced. She remained but a few 
moments, gradually fading from my sight, but to tbe last her 
face wore that angelic smile, and her eyes beamed love and 
happiness. That was the first time I saw her: we are often 
together now.”

44 Your recital has interested me muob,” said Mabel, 44 and I  
feel that I too should have loved your sister. How strange all 
this is ; and what is this sensation your story has produced on 
me ? Tell me, how can I see my father; how be sure he is 
still alive ? Tell me how to prove it, and come what may, I  
will obey your instructions.”

44 Dear Miss Reynold,” replied Herbert, 44 be calm, and on 
another occasion I will tell you, but now there is not time ; 
our absence will be noticed. Let us return to the party.”

Mabel slowly rose, and as one in a dream walked away with 
her friend. Her heart was fall of wild emotions, and she felt 
that a change had come to her— a happy change—that would 
transform her from a thoughtless girl, into a thoughtful 
WOMAN.

(To be continued.)

THEOSOPHY AND MEDIUMSHIP.
T H E  A L L E G E D  H I M A L A Y A N  B R O T H E R S .

B y  W .  H . H a r r is o n .

A  statement m ade in the D ecem ber num ber o f  The 
Theosophisty tends to raise anew the question o f  the a lleged  
m agnificent buildings in the T o d a  d istr ic t; General M organ, 
says that he knows the country, that it has not been fu lly  
explored, and that the buildings m ay be there. One w o u ld  
have thought this question had been fu lly  threshed out in the 
lon g  correspondence in The Spiritualist, in w hich  one w h o  
know s the country well, founded his denial o f  the existence 
o f  the buildings, on the circumstance that the country h ad  
been w ell explored. T hese tw o authorities m ay be left to  
settle the point betw een themselves.

M eanwhile, w ith m y  paragraph under his eyes, G eneral 
M organ  takes no notice o f  m y proposal to put M adam e 
Blavatsky herself into the w itness-box, to  g ive  a trium phant 
silencing to critics, b y  taking som e English  Theosophists to  
see the tem ples. T h e  facilities for prolonged  contention are 
v ery  great when the strongest part o f  an argum ent is ignored, 
and the rest selected for criticism ; but this m ethod o f  dealing 
w ith  truth belongs m ore to th eology  than to philosophy, can 
never lead to a definite end, and consum es unnecessarily 
m uch paper and printing ink.

In  like manner he ignores m y  fair offer to  pu t M r. Sinnett 
iu  the w itness-box against himself, by  affirm ing that i f  he 
goes to M rs. K ate F o x  Jencken, he can obtain through her 
the same rapping phenom ena which he describes in his b ook  
as proving  that the raps in M adam e Blavatsky’s presence 
w ere under control. M ost strong m edium s have a few  o f  the 
phenom ena w hich  they can obtain at any tim e w ith  certainty. 
T h is is notorious in the case o f  those genuine m edium s w h o  
obtain certain phenom ena in  public from  one year’s end  to  
another. General M organ  contents h im self b y  authoritatively



stating that the raps are under Madame Blavatsky’s control, 
but not informing his readers that under his eyes was my 
suggestion to put Mr. Sinnett in the witness-box against him. 
I f  fall believers will not admit Madame Blavatsky and Mr. 
Sinnett to be good witnesses to be proposed on my behalf, 
what other witnesses can be proposed more likely to satisfy 
them ? W hat can be fairer ?

A  correspondent has written to me about a missionary, 
who was able to live among the Todas because he had no 
sense of smell. There is no record of his having seen the 
magnificent buildings. #

Then there is unpleasant invective in General Morgan’s 
letter. He charges me with “ malice prepense” and mis­
quoting, because I  did not put the alleged Root Hoomi’s 
words “  Plato waa right. Ideas rule the world,” in advance 
of said quotation. I gave the parallel quotations as I found 
them in Mr. Kiddle’s letter, where the words mentioned did 
not occur, nor had I  known of their existence would their 
publication have affected the case, except to those who clutch 
at straws. M y quotation was generous, for it only gave a 
little bit of the plagiarism instead of the whole. I f  the 
matter be not a plagiarism dear and distinct, then the word 
]rtfegiarism should be struek out of the dictionary, as itself a 
humbug. Some fall believers seem as if they are unable to 
admit'if is a plagiarism while it is under their eyes, and with 
such investigators one cannot work in searching after truth. 
W hat is the use of producing a dear fact, when it will not be 
admitted ? These questions should be investigated without 
offensive personalities, and it is to be regretted that the 
subject unavoidably brings in Madame Blavatsky’s name, for 
I  am willing to admit that she has no superior among strong 
physical mediums. The responsibility chiefly rests with 
those normal persons who are governed by the rigmaroles, 
and great social intriguing powers of the controls of physical 
mediums, after all that has become known about them in the 
wdl-beaten track of public experience. Theosophy ought to 
teach that there is moral responsibility in bringing a public 
charge of malice without a trace of foundation, and no good 
is done by importing such personalities into public questions, 
or in continuing a discussion in which the strongest points on 
one side are ignored because they go home too forcibly to be 
dealt with, so the other points get snbjected to the pecking 
operations.

A  remarkable instance of parallelism with the theosophical 
phenomena, occurred in the production, through another 
medium, of Hafed, Prince o f  Persia . When that book 
dune out, one of the engravings from a spirit-drawing, was 
found neariy all through to be a copy of an engraving of the 
“  Death of Abel,” in a book published by Messrs. Cassell, 
Petter and Galpin. But manacles had been added, and put 
on Abel’s legs, to turn him into a Persian captive to fit the 
story. Thus small alterations had been made for a given 
purpose, as in the small variations in the alleged Root 
Hoomi’s plagiarism. The picture did not appear in later 
editions.

The parallelism does not end here. * A  literary man of 
good standing wrote, and it was published, to the effect that 
it was a marvellously good book, second only, in his estima­
tion, to the Bible, and that he kept a copy of it at his bed­
head, alongside the New Testament. The doctrines of 
“  Hafed,” however, are rigid enough to suit the excessively 
severe Christian opinions of the Scotch, who are not likely to 
feel at home with the Buddhistic teachings of the alleged 
Root Hoomi, which teachings drove the President of the 
English branch of the Theosophical Society, out of the 
Society altogether. Therefore, if Root Hoomi’s doctrines 
are true because they have “  psychologised ” one literary 
man by their superlative excellence, “  Hafed’s ” doctrines 
must be true because they have done the same with another. 
Unfortunately, the teachings are not the same, so that those 
persons who are not happy unless they place themselves 
under some authority as to what they are to believe, are put 
to mental confusion.

Once upon a time, some very beautiful direct drawings, in 
Flaxman’B style, were produced through the mediumship of 
Mrs. Volckman, then Mrs. Guppy, and Mr. Guppy told me 
those drawings came when Mrs. Guppy’s father, an eminent 
sculptor, was present. Mr. Guppy further said that his 
experience was that the presence of a person capable of 
evolving good ideals in his brain, was necessary in a circle, 
for the production of good phenomena in harmony with those 
ideals through a medium. Again, the Psychological Society 
had a sensitive, who saw an arrow when another person 
thought of an arrow; also, when members of the Society

thought he ought to see flames from magnets, he did see 
them, thus giving, when the two facts are taken together, 
good presumptive evidence that the flames were subjective 
visions, and not objective realities. When Mr. Sinnett, who 
I  assume to have somewhat studied Buddhism, sat in the 
first instance in the presence of Madame Blavatsky, who 
advocates Buddhism more than Dr. W yld likes, and when 
the G r e a t  U n k n o w n , called Root Hoomi, John King, 
Jeremiah, Alexander the Great, the Muckle Horned Clootie, 
or other of the names by which he and his fraternity are 
known to various mediums, took part in the triumvirate, Mr. 
Sinnett’s ideals took somehow objective form, and when he 
read them he discovered them to be exceedingly good, indeed, 
most remarkably good, which is not surprising. The same 
thing no doubt took place at the stances of Mrs. Guppy, 
“ Hafed,”  and the Psychological Society. A ll were well 
pleased with the results, for one feels happy at seeing one’s 
finest ideals in harmony with those of the higher world.

“  They felt adown the small o’ the back,
That gentle warmth which creeps upon us,

When we know we have had a good thing,
Although the vain world 

Never can, and never will.”

Like Mr. Hoomi, I  have altered a word or two in this 
quotation to suit my purpose. These suggestions are made 
as fair matter for speculation, and not as truthful dogmas to 
be fought for through thick and thin, coupled with the abuse 
of opponents.

The author of Pints on Esoteric Theosophy has a 
judicial mind; he writes in all kindness and fairness to the 
medium, and he knows how to weigh evidence. His honesty 
is such that he does not withhold evidence in his possession 
which has a bearing against his views, so he printed those 
two pages which some of the votaries in London seem to me, 
I  hope erroneously, not be likely to have the courage to 
quote. The method of full believers is more that of person 
who have a cause to fight for, than evidence to weigh.

The author of Esoteric Theosophy, living out in India, 
seems in the absence of information to think that Madame 
Blavatsky’s phenomena are different to those of all other 
mediums, and that the latter all obtain the same kind of 
manifestations. I t  is true that of late years manifestations in 
London have been inferior in power and interest, and that 
several professional mediums have been obtaining nearly the 
same phenomena. It was not so always. The phenomena 
in the presence of Mr. Williams, Mr. Slade, Mr. Home, and 
Mrs. Guppy-Volckman, each differed from the other in the 
widest degree, and when the latter was in fall power, her 
manifestations were very like those of Madame Blavatsky, 
especially in the manner in which solid objects are carried 
about The phenomenon of the production of writing on a 
letter inside a sealed envelope, used to occur in Australia, as 
reported some time ago in The Harbinger o f Light. The 
fluttering down, of letters in daylight was once a common 
occurrence in the house of Mrs. Showers, at Teignmouth, and 
I  have seen plenty of such manifestations, but did not see 
that the facts gave logical proof of the existence of a retired 
colony of gentlemen in the high Himalayas. In a book 
written by me, is a chapter containing a collection of evidence 
that under certain conditions, which appear to have been 
complied with in India, it might be possible to communicate 
with persons en rapport at a distance. This seems to have 
been done in India, according to a report in the December 
number of The Theosophist, and it is at once seized upon as 
evidence of the existence of the Brothers, because of the 
utterances of a medium, under the mesmeric influence of one 
of the most pronounced believers in the Himalayan fraternity. 
It  would be as rational to point to an omnibus going along 
the street, and to exclaim, “  There! how can you disbelieve 
the Brothers now ?” The chain of reasoning is not absolutely 
clear.

Objects are said to be permanently duplicated, sometimes 
in the presence of Madame Blavatsky, and not changed by 
one of the impish pranks common enough, by the powers at 
the root of some of the physical manifestations. There are 
plenty of cases of temporary duplication in the presence of 
mediums, and Mr. Alfred Russel Wallace has recorded one 
which took place with a wine-glass through the mediumship 
of Mrs. Guppy-Volckman. Were she in'full power, probably 
the powers about her would take pleasure in repeating all 
Madame Blavatsky’s manifestations, but it is regretable to 
state that she has not been in good health for some years. 
The records of her dances ,in The. Spiritual News, and 
other journals of about that time, read very much like 

{Continued on page 249.)
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
A  large quantity of interesting correspondence awaits inser­

tion.
A  variety of thoughts on the recent holidays are given, also 

teachings bearing on views that read in harmony with the 
holiday discourses.

We have only heard of Bev. Robert Taylor as a theologian; 
the Control places him in altogether a different light. Surely 
there is some one living who can come forward and state 
whether the view of part of his life given in another column 
is in accordance with facts.

The correspondence from Mr. Harrison and Mr. Kiddle has 
lain over for three months, for WAnt of opportunity to give it 
publicity. Cases of 44 Plagiarism ” are frequent with mediums. 
That of Dr. Slade will be remembered. He wrote 44 inspira­
tionally,” not knowing of the pre-existence of the matter given.

Miss Dale Owen's programme of Lectures, given on another 
page, ill enable friends in the North and Midlands to make 
arrangements for her visits.

We have recently had a call from Mr. Nicholas Morgan, of 
Sunderland, the veteran Mesmerist and Phrenologist. Daring 
conversation he mentioned the case of one of bis subjects, who 
is a skilful performer on the flute. When this man is first, 
rendered blind by mesmerism; secondly, with his eye-lids 
closed in addition ; thirdly, with bis eyes securely bandaged, 
he can play on his flute any strange pieoe of music presented 
to him. If the person holding the musio, trembles, moves the 
sheet in any way, or turns over the leaf at the wrong time, the 
subject at once detects it, as if he were in his normal state 
and using bis eyes. While the experiment is going on, Mr. 
Morgan is walking about taking no interest in the experiment. 
To prevent the possibility of the subject having previous 
knowledge of the music, pieces have been composed on purpose 
to test him. Mr. Morgan speaks kindly of Mr. Ogle and his 
experiments with Dick. He is emphatic in his warnings 
against long sittings, and strangers handling the subject 
while under inflaence.

“ Light for Thinkers” warns Lyceum conductors against 
developing children as actors and actresses. We want thinkers, 
not parrots. The stage is impure, and to induce the young to 
become stage-struck, is not an advisable element of education. 
The tinsel and applause of public opinion as demanded by the 
stage, is not the kind of stimulus to promote strength of 
mind.

The existence-of-Jesus question is alive among Spiritualists 
in America. 44 Light for Thinkers ” has a correspondence on it. 
44 Holt,” in March 29 issue, states that during the early centuries 
& controversy raged as to whether Christ bad come in the flesh. 
The reason why the question was not settled by quoting 
Josephus, was because the paragraph useful for such a pur­
pose was not available till *4 that cunning rogue,” Eusebius, 
inserted it into the copy of Josephus in the library over which 
that ecclesiastical historian had control. 44 Holt” refers to the 
apendix to Whiston's Edition for evidenoe on the matter. 
There were few copies of Jpsephus then, so that it was easy to 
make an author bear testimony in any desired direction.

Evil  Spirits.—I cannot say I am pleased to see the tendency 
amongst Spiritualists g  ally to a belief in 44 evil spirits.” So 
far as I oan make out, undeveloped spirits in the spirit-world 
are weak and sickly, simply wanting in all the qualities that

constitute existence. There Is a deep philosophyTunderlying 
44 evil manifestations,” that leaves untouched the integrity and 
honour of the spirit-world. Another point on which I  think 
Spiritualists are leading themselves astray is, that the spirit- 
world in its beliefs is much like the earth—Christian, Pagan, 
Papist, and what not, while in faot the truth is so simple and 
self-evident in the spirit-world, that it cannot be mistaken. An 
erroneous thought makes itself known by rupturing the 
relations between the spirit and other souroes of light. The 
spirit-body itself is simply an idea in the mind of the spirit, 
none the less substantial because of that, yet corresponds 
exactly to the state of the mind. Here (on earth) it is 
different: the mind is an idea within the body. It is because 
of this that the truth is so difficult to grasp on earth.—James 
McDowall.

“  Over T here.”—We think Spiritualists make considerable 
mistake when they teach that all the vexations, toils, and 
difficulties of existence terminate when the death of the body 
takes plaoe. On the contrary, in some cases, the evils of exist­
ence appear to be hopelessly intensified. The earth-bound and 
depraved seem to make no progress for centuries. It is the 
best doctrine to teach that man's comfort depends on his obser­
vance of right, whether in the body or out of it.

NEW T Y P E  FOB TH E 44 MEDIUM.”
Mr. Joseph Eales has sent us 10s., kindly contributed to our 

work by the South Durham District Association Spiritualists. 
We will devote it to the fund for the New Type for Medium. 
We have now got £ 2  Is., and feel confident that the proper 
amount will oome in due course.

■ *♦
MISS A L L E N  (OF BIRMINGHAM) IN NEW CASTLE.
This lady, who is a new speaker in our Movement, and 

highly recommended by Mrs. Britten and others, is announced 
to 8peak in Newcastle under the auspioes of the Newcastle 
Spiritual Evidenoe Society, in Weir’s Court, on*Sunday, April 
20th. Morning, at 10.30, on 44 What is Christ to us to-day ? 
evening, at 6.30, on 44 Has the age of Miraoles passed.” On 
Monday, April 21st, at 7.30 p.m., on 44 Some thoughts on Social 
Subjects; ” and again on Sunday, April 27th, morning and 
evening. The attention of local Spiritualists is earnestly 
called to these lectures. -----—

MR. CO LVILLE’S LONDON M EETINGS.
On Sunday next, April 20, W. J .  Colville's subjeots will be, 

1 1  a.m.: 44 The Spiritual Theory of Involution and the Dar­
winian Theory of Evolution: Are they in Harmony ? ” 3 p.m.: 
subject to be chosen by audienoe, followed by answers to 
written questions. All unreserved seats free. Voluntary 
collection. Everybody welcome. Choice musio.

Mr. Colville is open to engagements to lecture anywhere on 
week days in or out of London; for all particulars address, 
32, Fopstone Road, Earl's Court, S.W.

N.B.—Don’t forget Mr. Colville's public reception at 15, 
Southampton Row, this evening, Friday, April 18th, at 8 p.m., 
prompt. Be prepared to ask questions, and don't be afraid to 
hear your own voioes.

-------» . . —

L eeds.—Discussion between Mr. Frank Curzon and Mr. W. 
J .  Colville, under the auspioes of the Leeds Debating Society, 
and the Psychological Society, on Monday evening, April 21st, 
in the Albert Hall. Chair to be taken at eight o'olock. 
Question to be discussed— 44 Is Modern Spiritualism true in its 
phenomena, and beneficial in its teachings?” Admission—  
front seats, 6d.;back seats, 3d.; a few reserved seats at Is. 
Tickets may be had of the Hon. Secs, of the two Societies, at 
the Leeds Mechanics' Institute, and at the rooms of the 
Societies.—W. J .  Colville will speak in Tower Building, Wood- 
house Lane, Leeds, Tuesday and Wednesday, April 22 and 23, 
at 8 p.m. Subjects to be chosen by audience. Neighbouring 
Societies oan seoure his services for April 24 and 25, by apply­
ing at once to Mr. T. Duckworth, Belgrave House, Leeds.

---------♦ --------
The Baron and Baroness Von Vay are now on their way 

home to Gonobitz, Styria, after wintering at Pau and Biarritz.
Mr. Morse has assumed sole control of the Sunday evening 

meetings at Cavendish Rooms. He has so extended the accom­
modation at 103, Great Portland Street, that he now offers a  
private Hotel for the convenience of Spiritualists visiting Lon­
don. It is already well patronized.

Professor A. Didier, after spending the greater part of hfis 
life in London as clairvoyant and mesmerist, has recently re­
turned to Paris, his native city. He has still a warm heart 
towards London, and hopes to have a call to make frequent 
visits to this Metropolis.

L eicester : Silver Street Lecture Hall.—On Sunday even­
ing last, Mr. Bent delivered an inspirational address to a good 
congregation, on 44 Higher Phases of a Soul's Development 
through the ages of Eternity,” which was appreciated by the 
hearers very much.— R. Wightman, Secretary, Mostyn Street, 
Hinckley Road.



THE TRANSITION OP PRINOE LEOPOLD TO 
SP IR IT-LIFE.

In spir atio n al  P o e m  g i v e n  b y  W. J .  Oo l v il l r , u n d e r

THE INFLUENCE OF 44 WlNONA.”
(Published by special request of many friends.)

The Nation weeps, because the hand 
Of Death, so silent, cold and still,

Has taken from the mortal form,
Obedient to God’s holy will,

A  spirit brave and true and fair;
Beloved and honoured through the land,

A  tender husband, loving son,
True-hearted brother, who with band 

Of firmest, strongest gold has bound 
All hearts to his, in love’s embrace;

A  noble man, in deed and truth,
Adorned with many a noted gr&oe.

The Queen in tears laments her dead:
Her noble Consort, tried and true;

Her loving daughter, who had passed 
The gate .of death securely through;

Her faithful servant, and her troops,
Who’ve bled and died on Afrio’s strand;

And now, her gracious, loving son 
Has joined them in the Better Land!

Why weep ? The angel, miscalled death,
But bears the happy soul away 

To where, no more entombed in dust,
It treads with joy life’s blissful way.

Why weep? when death is but a gate 
To realms of purer bliss sublime 

Than can be felt in this crude sphere,
Hedged in by bonds of sense and time.

Where has he gone ? In ripened youth,
In early manhood's joyous day,

Surrounded by the sweets of earth,
How suddenly he drops away,

E ’en as a full-blown rose may fall,
Its petals scattered on the ground,

E'er yet a blemish or a taint 
In ail its beauteous leaves is found.

No life is perfect; yet to live 
In honour, faithful to its close;

To revel in fair dreams of art,
To scatter joy where’er one goes:

This opens up a vista grand,
Beyond the portals of the sky,

And surely must assure the soul 
A  home of beauty far on high.

Not born nor trained for tented field,
Not called to mingle in the strife:

The gentle Prinoe for study lived,
And where sweet music’s strains were rife,

With grandest harmonies you’d find 
Him entering in with loving zest,

To all that could promote the arts,
And, through them, make his brethren blest.

He passes out to join the ranks 
Of friends and kindred, loved so w ell;

To gain a stronger, firmer form,
More power the anthems loud to swell.

His spirit-home must needs be bright 
With many a glittering, sparkling gem :

Because of kindnesses h e ’s shown,
Most beauteous is his diadem.

But not because a prinoe by blood,
Is he exalted-in that Sphere,

Where only nobleness of mind 
Oan make its owner’s pathway clear.

The humblest son of hardest toil,
The lowliest beggar from the street,

If beautiful within, can there 
With nobles and with princes meet!

0  weeping Mother! ope your eyes,
And see the health-glow on his cheek;

Oh! listen, in the quiet hours,
Your risen son to you shall speak;

And with him spouse and daughter oome,
With ohoioest flowers rich and fair,—

With lilies and forget-me-nots,
To shed their grace and perfume rare.

Oh! sad and stricken, widowed hearts,
Lift ye your eyes above the sod,

Behold! where in the Brighter Land,
Basking beneath the smile of God,

Your loved ones live; and, oh! so near 
To you, each moment can they be,

That, were it not for earthly dust,
Your eyes their radiant forms would see.

0  mothers, brothers, sisters all,
Widows bereft, all aching hearts:

Lift up your eyes to that bright host,
Who, with love’s gentlest, subtlest art,

Are ever whispering in your dreams, 
Repeating fondest vows of old,

And telling, o’er and o’er again,
That tale whose fulness ne’er is told :

For love immortal, deathless is,
Transition's angel opes the door,

To carry them you love the most,
To where they ’ll love yon more and more !

T H E  A L L E G E D  H I M A L A Y A N  B R O T H E R S.
( Continued from page 247.)

those of Madame Blavatsky, and should be read by all 
Theosophists who can coolly weigh evidence rather than fight 
for a cause.

“  Right here ” and “  squarely,” as the Americans say, it 
may be as well to get on record the position taken up by Koot 
Hoomi and his medium, about the clear plagiarism of the 
former. The first leading article of The Theosophist of 
December last says:— “  It is not to defend the Mahatma, 
however, or to explain the ‘ mystery ’ of the parallel passages, 
that we now enter the lists. To undertake the former would 
be irreverent presumption on our part, while the latter would 
require a full and entire explanation of 4 a deeply interesting 
psychological problem1 as * A  Student * fitly puts it in Light, 
— a task with which we are not so far entrusted. [W e  are 
glad, however, that others, in the present number, lift the veil 
considerably, and disclose the mystery, as far as permitted—  
General Morgan for one.] A s to our own intention, it is 
simply to show the utter absurdity of the whole accusation, 
in whatever way, and from whatsoever standpoint one may 
look at it,” This is good; the followers of physical mediums 
are more likely to be pleased with their own theory than with 
one they are obliged to take on authority, but the difficulty 
will be to find a theory on which they can all agree, for the 
benefit of Koot Hoomi, who, doubtless, will be uncommonly 
glad to see it himself.

There is no reason why, when the announcement of the 
existence of the Brothers is enforced by books, newspapers, 
and a society, aud when a shrine has been erected to one or 
all of them in the head-quarteis of the Theosophical Society, 
as stated by General Morgan in the December number of 
The Theosophist, why anyone should keep silence and not 
be allowed to criticise, if he believes the whole to be rooted 
on one of the myths so plentifully evolved through physical 
mediumship, and I  very much regret that the name of any 
medium is unavoidably mixed up with subject, so that ail 
criticism cannot be quite impersonal. Although it is a duty 
to raise questions about what appear to be errors enforced 
with all the influence of the press, mine has at root been a 
much wider purpose, a purpose to be considered and judged 
in future times; when the facts shall have become matters 
of history, and when after we are all dead and gone, the 
mystery of physical mediums and their controls shall have 
been discovered and laid bare. The Himalayan Brother 
myth is of a harmless nature, and I  think it was Colonel 
Oicott who said truly he defied anyone in India to point out 
any harm the Theosophical Society there had done to any­
one. The yielding to the “  controls ” of physical mediums 
has not been so harmless in every case. In America the full 
believers in and followers of the controls of physical mediums 
have had a deadly influence on Spiritualism, and driven many 
of the more respectable people out of it. To Colonel Bundy 
belongs the honour and honesty of having published for years 
some well proved cases of imposture about once every two 
or three months, on an average, and in every case these Spiri­
tualists, who, for the sake of the cleanliness of the Movement 
publicly condemned the imposture, have been covered with 
obloquy by the blind followers of the mediums. The fol­
lowers could not plead like their leaders that they were often 
in abnormal trances and not responsible for their acts, but 
theirs were the tongues to denounce and the hands to strike 
on behalf of their superiors. When Dr. Eugene Crowell 
exposed a great humbug, he must have been astonished at 
the quantity of abuse showered on him from inside Spiri­
tualism, and the absence of any general defence; he has done 
little or nothing in Spiritualism since. Mr. Dale Owen was 
placed in the same position before his death. Dr. Child, of 
Philadelphia, was for similar reasons plastered with mud of 
the worst nature. The best Spiritualists in private life have 
seen all this, and the tendency has been to quell their ardour



and to cause them to shrink into their shells. Many dear- 
headed men saw when Spiritualism was at its zenith, that the 
prosecution of a fraudulent medium by Spiritualists, or by 
the honest class of mediums, would be the best thing in the 
world for Spiritualism and set it right with the outside public. 
This has never been done in England when opportunity 
offered, but in a very few small cases it has been done in 
America. In one case the apparatus used was produced in 
court, and the medium, of all persons, made a full confession, 
yet the abuse of the. Spiritualistic prosecutors, who did some­
thing to keep up the respectability of the order, was some­
thing fearful. These things should be well considered in 
comparing the present with the past of Spiritualism, and each 
man should come to some decision as to his action in such 
cases in the future, and come to a mental conclusion whether 
wrong can be made right even when it occurs in relation to a 
man who possesses abnormal powers. A  lie is a lie, even 
though it be written in ipid-heaven by supernatural fire; the 
phenomenon does not alter the moral nature of that which 
it gives to the world.

The preceding remarks are intended for certain phases of 
Spiritualism in America, and not intended for Theosophy, 
with some phases of which I  have much sympathy, especially 
the idea of studying the religious ideas of the world, and 
making phenomena subordinate to philosophy, in which latter 
direction it has sigpally failed, probably only temporarily, 
after having bought experiences there was no great necessity 
for incurring, since the track was a well-beaten one. With 
more action in the world, and a reduction of the quantity of 
speculation, possibly there would be improvement. In the 
scientific worid, when a man has done something good, his 
colleagues wish to know the theory on which he did it, but 
they care little for the speculations of those who have not first 
done something to prove them. A  good religious society 
would be one which laid down the axiom that overmuch 
preaching unaccompanied by work was exercising a demora­
lising effect on the world, and that in their society all the 
members should speak by their acts alone for the first three 
years, doing all they could in the way of self-sacrifice for the 
happiness of others during that time. The few who succeeded 
best, might then be qualified to speak for one hour once a 
month to the society on their religious opinions, and even 
to write an occasional speculative newspaper article. A  ten 
years* successful probationer might be allowed to write a book. 
There are infinitely more good ideas in the world, than there 
are of their own professors to work them out; this dispro­
portion should be lessened, and overmuch preaching and 
speculation be discouraged. When a man has earned his 
spurs by a life of self-sacrifice for others, he should be allowed 
to preach publicly, and not before. W hat he speaks in private 
is his own affair.

Lucerne, January 2 0 ,18 8 4 .
, . . -----------+--------- -

PLAG IARISM  : ROOT HOOMI, H. RIDDLE.
To the Editor.— Sir,—I- am sorry that Ellen H. 

Morgan, F.T.S., writing from the head-quarters of the 
Tlieoqophical Society at Madras, in support of the 
alleged existence of the u Adept Brothers/’ should 
haye deemed it necessary to bring a “  railing accusa­
tion ”  against me in order to establish her position, as 
she does in her letter published in the M edium  o f the 
4th instant. She charges me with “  disingenuously 
passing off the toying, * Ideas rule the world * as my 
own, when in reality it comes from Plato; ”  and yet 
the passages which she, evidently after laborious search­
ing, cites from Plato's works, prove that the toying 
was^not made by Plato; though he of course, expresses 
the influence and importance of ideas.

ifoW, in the first place, let me say to this spirited 
champion of Occultism and the Brothers, I  have never 
accused any one o f Plagiarism in connection with the 
extraordinary fact to which I  called attention some 
time, ago, that the wonderful, 'superhuman adept Root 
Hoomi seemed to have used, in a letter of his to Mr. 
Sizmett, a whole page o f my address on Spiritualism, 
copied almost verbatim, but slightly garblea so as to 
adapt it to Occultism. That is the plain fact, which 
Mr. Harrison designates, in the same number o f the 
M edium, u a wholesale literary theft”

I, however, have merely asked for an explanation of 
this curious phenomenon; and, lo! a storm has been

raised. The “  elementary spirits”  seem to be driven 
here and there, and their earthly representatives get 
into a state of excitement quite phenomenal iu eheLat, 
or disciples o f tl white magic,”  which, it is claimed, 
raises the minds of mortals to the serene heights o f  
pure soul life, far above the agitations of vulgar, earthly 
passion. The explanation, meanwhile, is not forthcom­
ing; but, instead thereof, a violent accusation o f 
plagiarism and “  disingenuousnees ”  against me.

I f  I were disposed to become a follower of Satan 
(the accuser) and to recriminate, I  might point to 
the obvious disingenuousness of representing the whole 
matter copied to consist o f a single short sentence, when, 
in fact, it was a whole page; and, moreover, of quoting 
a few sentences from Plato’s Dialogues expressing 
thoughts or propositions that have but a remote or 
indirect bearing on the statement which I  am charged 
with stealing; and then triumphantly asserting that 
Root Hoomi (or whoever it was) was right in insert­
ing the words before my statement, “  Plato was right.”  
I have not verified the passages given from Plato; but 
if these are all that can be found after diligently explor­
ing his works, evidently, Root Hoomi was wrong, in 
artfully appending Plato's great name to the passage in 
question.

Of course, I claim no originality for the idea involved 
in that simple and trite proposition; and if this had 
been all that the adept had used, I  should not have 
thought it of any importance ; but when a whole page 
of an address is taken, nearly word for word, under 
such very peculiar circumstances, the cause o f Truth 
demands a solution of the problem presented, which 
problem, however, becomes far simpler in view of the 
manner in which it is met by the representatives o f 
Occult science and art. H enry R iddle .

New York, Jan. 18, 1884.

B i r m i n g h a m : Oozell Street Board Sohool.—-Last Sunday, 
Mrs. Groom oocttpied our platform, and ,M George Dawson”  
controlled, and delivered a discourse on “  It is I ; be not afraid.”  
He commenced by delivering one of tbe most beautiful prayers 
I have ever heard. He then delivered the discourse, and dis­
played all his usual powers as an orator. His mannerism was 
very palpable, and was acknowledged by many of the audienoe. 
Three poems were given,, and the clairvoyant descriptions were 
all recognised, and spirit messages were given almost in every 
case. We had a grand meeting; the large room was crowded. 
Mr. Thompeom, of Manchester, made a short speech, and 
altogether we had a splendid night of it.—Oo r .

S u n d e r la n d j— On Sunday evening last, Mr. V . W. Pinkney 
gave an address, in the Albert Rooms, to a very fair audience, 
taking for his subject: "  Is Woman mentally inferior to Man ? ”  
which he discoursed upon in a very able manner, and frequently 
brought down bursts of applause, especially from the fair sex. 
On Sunday evening next, Mr. John Rutherford will give an 
address on “  How to induoe tax elevating state of mind."—G. 
H. P y n e  J o n e s , Sec., S.S-E.8.

P e n d l e t o n  : 48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge.—On Sunday 
last, Mr. Schutt, of Accrington, gave two powerful addresses, 

afternoon and evening, both of which gave general satisfaction 
to large audiences, especially that of the evening, on “  The 
Personality of God.” On Monday, the 14tb, we held our quar­
terly tea party, which far exceeded our expectation. We were 
mnch pleased by the presence of over thirty of our Manchester 
friends, also a number of Oldham friends turned up, which was 
very gratifying to us. A  good and substantial tea was partaken 
of, after which we enjoyed ourse)yea for an hoar in games, and 
then a meeting was held, when short addresses were given by 
Mr. Kershaw, Oldham ; Mr. Orutphley, Manchester; and an old, 
tried friend of Spiritualism,, Mr. Cross, of Farn worth; and fin­
ished off a pleasant evening with songs, recitations, and a little 
danoing.—This Society is taking a firm hold on the hearts of 
all who attend its meetings. Mr. Johnson on the 20th, and 
Mr. Plant on the following Sunday.—-W. 0.

B r a d f o r d .— Mr. Armifcage spoke at Walton Street Church, 
on Sunday afternoon. Seven children were qamed, a suitable 
address being given by the controls in e&oh case, concluding 
with a general address in a very impressive manner. As in the 
afternoon, there were many strangers present in the evening. 
First, Mr. Armitage’s controls gave a fine poem of twenty 
verses, after which {hey desired the audience to suggest sub­
ject for a discourse. Three were sent, and all of them were 
spoken on. The style in which the speaker handled them was 
in the highest degree satisfactory. Seed was sown which will 
take root and bloom in the future.—Oo r .



PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.
WORK IN THE NORTH.

Leeds.—The friends here on Good Friday held a tea 
meeting and an entertainment, in their meeting room at Tower 
Buildings. There was a most bountiful provision on the tables. 
I am not free to mention the name of the lady to whose liberal 
hand and active superintendence acknowledgment is chiefly 
due—she has her reward in %the satisfaction of doing in the 
most thorough manner, whatever her mind undertakes. There 
was not a large, but a select and congenial gathering of friends.' 
The entertainment that followed comprised a great variety— 
songs, music, readings, recitations, etc.; Mr. A. D. Wilson, of 
Halifax, rendered invaluable assistance.

The writer’s engagement with the Society having expired, 
a very oordial and unanimous vote of thanks was acoorded him, 
and a small practical token of appreciation was also presented 
—the whole being very encouraging to the person chiefly 
interested.

M a n c h e s t e r . — It was arranged for me to occupy the 
platform at Manchester on Sunday, Mr. R. A. Brown being 
appointed to Leeds. Mr. Brown was, however, too unwell to 
fulfil his appoiotment; calling at his house, I was sorry to find 
him in pain and looking so unwell; he was just leaving for a 
day or two of rest and change in the country. Mr. Brown is 
well known as one of the most devoted and indefatigable 
workers of the north, and all his friends will earnestly hope for 
his oomplete restoration to health.

One could earnestly desire that the Spiritual Cause in this 
great northern metropolis could be more centrally situated, 
and in a publio sense, more creditably represented. There 
oertainly will yet be, one would fain think, one or more com­
modious halls attended by large audienoes from this intelligent 
and enterprising population. There are, nevertheless, some 
deeply interested and zealous workers here. The Sunday 
meetings are held in the Gospel Temperanoe Hall, Tipping 
Street, dose to Downing Street, and the meetings on 8unday 
were, I thought, characterised by much earnestness and 
warmth. To myself they were extremely enjoyable—I was 
delighted with the spiritual warmth and enthusiasm of the 
friends. There was an excellent congregation present in the 
evening, about half of whom stayed to the second meeting, 
wherein the spirits were able to do some good work. All 
present seemed to greatly enjoy the meetings, lingering for 
conversation to a late hour. The friends also occupy the 
Bridge Street Chapel for week evening circles, and altogether 
much work is being done. The writer has been cordially 
invited to oome when convenient, and assist in giving a 
stimulus to the Local Movement. Om e g a .

-------- ♦--------
LIVERPOOL: FAREWELL MEETING TO MRS.

HARDINGE BRITTEN.
I was very glad to have the opportunity of attending Mrs* 

Britten’s farewell meeting at Liverpool, on Monday evening, 
both from a personal interest, and also in my representative 
oapaoity as, what Mrs. Britten was pleased to designate me, 
the u missionary-at-large,” or the too-flattering description of 
Mr. John Lamont, on Monday night, when he introduced me to 
the audienoe as the “  Evangelist of Spiritualism.” I can only 
say that I will endeavour to be truly what I am regarded, by 
these eminent friends.

The Rodney Hall, where the Spiritualists meet, and which 
appears capable of acoommodating some 350 persons, is very 
prominently and conveniently situated, only a few minutes 
walk from the Lime Street Station. The proceeding on Monday 
evening took the form of a Soiree ; the programme comprising 
songs, dramatic pieces, and musical selections by professional 
artists; these attractive features being varied and interspersed 
with speeches; there being also an interval for the distribution 
o f  fruit and cake. Thero was a large gathering of friends, 
considering the admission was by shilling tickets.

Various Societies were represented at the meeting, to testify 
their great esteem and appreciation of the celebrated lady 
speaker and author, Mrs. Britten, amongst whom was Mr. 
Kersey, the esteemed President o f the Newcastle Society. 
There were also several friends from Halifax, Manchester, and 
other places. To Mr. Kersey and myself was given the honour 
o f occupying the platform, in company with Mrs. Britten and 
her husband, and of giving ut terance to some words of heart­
felt appreciation and farewell. The vote of thanks, submitted 
by Mr. Lamont, in a speech of great impressiveness and power: 
seconded, in an address of manly simplicity and earnestness, 
by Mr. Kersey; and supported in a lengthy and eloquent 
eulogium respecting the nature, value, and influence of Mrs. 
Britten’s labours, by Mr. Shepherd ; was endorsed on the part 
of the audience by manifestations of feeling, so earnest and 
prolonged, that Mrs. Britten was quite overcome. There was 
also a presentation of money to Mrs. Britten.

Then came the feature of the evening, Mrs. Britten’s final 
address. This took the unique form of an account of her own 
personal introduction to Spiritualism. She commenced by 
saying that she had never appeared before an audience at such 
a disadvantage as on that occasion; for she had always thrown 
the entire responsibility of her platform utterances upon her

Spirit Masters. That evening, however, whilst sitting on her 
seat below the platform, she had oommuned with her beloved 
spirit-friends as to what she should say to this farewell 
gathering of her spiritual children, and they had reminded her 
that all this profound respect and homage was paid to her 
rather for the sake of the message she brought than for her 
own; and they had charged her to tell, not under their inspi­
ration, but by and for herself, as a woman, a friend, and a 
worker; to tell the simple story of h o w  s h e  b e c a m e  A  
S p ir it u a l is t . And she did tell the story; in a graphic* and 
impressive manner. She related in detail the narrative of her 
own conversion to Spiritualism. I need not say that it was 
listened to with breathless attention, and with great apprecia­
tion. Some of us, at least, will ever retain the vivid impression 
produced. Mrs. Britten concluded with earnest.and heartfelt 
words of gratitude towards her very numerous friends in this 
oountry ; and with solemn reiterations of her untiring devotioh 
to the Cause of Spiritualism, so long as life should last. A£i*. 
Britten then added a few words, giving a humorous account 
of how he became u so bold ” as to pay his addresses to such a 
lady; how she became his w ife; and concluded by additional 
words of gratitude, friendly feeling, and farewell. The meeting 
did not break up until eleven o’olock.

It should not be omitted that the visitors were entertained 
by Mr. John Fowler, of Sefton Park—where Mr. and Mrs. 
Britten were staying—whose heart and hand, and hospitable 
mansion, are ever open to the friends and interests of this 
Cause; and we had the privilege of listening to sotho of Mrs. 
Britten’s performances upon a new and splendid piano, which 
she had been deputed by her host to select for him.

I have a somewhat melancholy item to add to this Liverpool 
report, viz., the passing away, at the age of forty-five, of the 
beloved partner of Mr. Ainsworth, the gifted and indefatigable 
Secretary of the Society. As I looked upon his manly ooun- 
tenanoe my heartfelt sympathy flowed out to him, and I 
expressed a hope that the angels of love would sustain 
and comfort him. Mrs. Ainsworth’s physical remains were 
interred on Thursday, by Mrs. Hardinge Britten.

O m e g a .
-------- ♦--------

N e w c a s t l e .—Mr. J. Gardiner, of Sunderland, oooupied our 
platform on Sunday last, and gave an interesting address on 
44 Luther, Calvin, and Knox as Reformers.”—A t h o s .

M a n c h e s t e r : Temperanoe Hall, Tipping Street.— Rev. 0 . 
Ware was the speaker, afternoon and evening. His subjects 
were 44 Pentecostal Baptism,” and the passage from Job, xiv., 
“  But man dieth,” etc., which he dealt with in a plain and 
straightforward manner, to the delight of two fair audiences, 
considering there were so many out of town. As is his custom, 
Mr. Ware held a developing cirole after the evening meeting, 
to which most of the audience remained. A very interesting 
hour was spent. The hall was alive with mediums. I heard 
some of our oldest members say that they never felt the 
influence so strong, morning and evening. Mr. Ware is 
oertainly a very earnest and able oonduotor of a circle.— 
J. M. H u n n s , Seo., M.S.S.S.

B a c k w o r t h .—On Friday night, April 11th, the friends were 
favoured with a stirring address from the guides of Mr. James 
Campbell, of Houghton-le-Spring, from the words,41 Christ and 
his teachings.” The address throughout was listened to very 
attentively by the audience. On Saturday night, April 12th, 
after a short address and invocation from Mr. Wm. Holland’s 
guides, we sat for physical manifestations. The guides of Mr. 
Campbell controlled, and placed the sitters, and gave the 
necessary conditions. Then we were told to put the light out. 
We then sang a hymn. The medium asked the sitters to tie 
him in his seat, but they declined to do so. I was placed next 
to the medium, and held his hands in mine, the rest of the 
sitters doing the same, taking hold of eaoh other’s bands. We 
had not sung one verse before I was touched on the coat 
sleeve; then the hand patted me on the faoe and bands, 
several others of the sitters being touched and patted in the 
same manner. We then sang another hymn, and several 
beautiful lights appeared. Further on, the boll was taken 
from the table, and rung several times round the 6ii*dd. 
Several communications were knocked out, one telling us that 
they would take the table from the middle of the circle, 
and place it outside. We sang another hymn, and the 
tambourine was played several times round the circle, and 
several of us were patted on the face and hands at the same 
time. They then took the table out of the middle of the circle, 
and placed it outside. I bad hold of the medium’s hands, and 
his legs were lying across my knees the time they were taking? 
the table out of the cirole.—On Sunday night, April 13tB, 
two mediums present, there were two subjects chosen by the 
audience. One was, 44 Jesus having a place in history, in what 
relation does he stand to Spiritualism ?” on which the guides of 
Mr. Jas. Donney gave a long discourse. The Second subject 
was, “ Orthodoxy, Atheism, and Spiritualism at the bar qf 
Reason.” The guides of Mr. Campbell took this subject, and 
handled it in a masterly style.—J. B., Sec.

To the subscribers to “  Rhineland,”  published in aid of Miss 
Corner’s Charitable interprises, must be added, Joseph Cowen, 
Esq., M.P., four oopies.



MB. COLVILLE'S NEUMEYER HALL MEETINGS.
Good Friday.—The meeting In this hall was a very good 

one. The mnsio was very appropriate to the day, and inoladed 
selections from the 44 Messiah.” Mr. Colville's inspirational 
discourse on “  Seven Steps to Spiritual Perfection," was a 
masterly production, calling forth the warmest sympathies and 
heartiest appreciation of the auditors. We append a few brief 
notes of the discourse.

To-day (Good Friday) Christians celebrate the cruoffixion of 
Jesus Christ, whom they call their Lord and master, whom the 
Trinitarians go so far as to style “  very God of very God." It 
is not our purpose to dwell upon disputed points in theology, 
or to wage war upon any denomination, but as all the churches 
are open this morning for meditation upon the sufferings and 
death of Jesus,* we shall endeavour to improvo the ocoasion by 
oalling your attention to seven of the last sentences said to 
have been uttered by Christ upon the cross. The first of these 
is u Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
These words evidently refer to the enemies of the great 
teaoher, who in this saying, attributes their sin to their 
ignorance. It may be impossible to prove to the satisfaction 
of the critic, even that Jesus had a personal existence, and, 
therefore, extremely difficult to prove when, or by whom, these 
blessed words were originally uttered; but it is for*us to tako 
them as they stand, without regard to the circumstances 
of their delivery, and ask ourselves: Oagbt we to attribute 
human perfidy to lack of knowledge ? Socrates made know­
ledge the synonym of good, and ignoranoe of evil. Some 
people are afraid of Necessitarianism, and even of that large 
charity which lays the burden of guilt on the shoulders of 
ignoranoe, but we must ever remember two things: first, the 
moral sense remains, and we cannot obliterate it, and by it we 
are inwardly judged or acquitted, and there seems no better 
way of bringing persons to a sense of wrong than by leaving 
them to conscience; second, it is the work of the teacher to 
overcome ignoranoe, and teaching is consistent with charity. 
So is cure: wo need moral hospitals rather than prisons, 
a correction that is an education, rather than a punishment. 
The utter lack of the condemning, or punitive spirit, makes 
great men the greater; but charity does not impose upon us 
the condolence of offence, rather it forces us to make the most 
vigorous efforts to enlighten the morally blind, and cure the 
morally diseased. Try it in your homes; be superior to anger 
and resentment, overcome retaliation, show yourself the 
superior mind, the brighter spirit, and you will accomplish 
more in one day for the real elevation of the race, than 
by oenturies of denunciatory preaching, and harsh invective. 
We urge you to try to live by the rule of charity, and see how 
it works; if it works well, then the utilitarian is bound to 
regard it as good.

Upon the sentence: “ This day shalt thou be with me 
in Paradise," the lecturer said, Paradise is not heaven, and not 
hell; it is simply the world of spirits, that world from which 
we receive the bulk of our modern communications. A thief 
who has suffered the penalty of theft, and has overcome the 
love of it, is no longer a thief; he is from that moment an 
honest man. Instantaneous conversion is a great truth, 
instantaneous perfection a gross delusion. I f someone is going 
in a westerly direction, when he ought to go east, he is 
thoroughly converted, completely turned round, directly he 
eels his face in the right direction ; but he has a long journey, 
perhaps, before he reaches his goal. You may swear off from 
any bad habit: the drunkard may never drink again, he is 
converted at a temperance meoting, but he cannot, in a 
moment, outgrow in himsdlf all the baneful consequences of 
inebriation. These must be slowly purged away. The im­
portance of faith, if faith means belief, is in this, that it is 
highly improbable for any one to deliberately change a wrong 
course for a right one, unless he becomes convinced that he is 
wrong, and that another course is superior. A change of will 
is the commencement of a change of life. When we wish to do 
well, we may be ever so ignorant, ever so steeped in crime, 
but we begin to amend, and though the road to the celestial 
spheres may be long and toilsome, it is none the less sure, 
and the result attained is ever proportionate to the fervour of 
effort.

On the much disputed passage, “  My God 1 why hast thou 
forsaken me?" the speaker said, the hardest trial of all was 
when we suffered, and couldn't see the good our sufferings 
were to do, either to ourselves or others. An Atheist may 
suffer for others, and not only see no prospect of reward in the 
hereafter, but no prospect of good being accomplished here; 
his is the harder trial than that of the believer in immortal 
recompense for every mortal woe. Jesus was not an Atheist, 
but a fervid and loving Theist, who placing unbounded con­
fidence in his heavenly Father, but the Evangelists show him 
to us at a moment when clouds have hidden his Father from 
him, and be enquires the reason of the hiding of the divine 
countenance.

The last words are, “  Father, into tby hands I oommend my 
spirit." The lecturer expressed sorrow and disgust at the 
theories of those who boast of Jesus having died in despair, 
and at this point treated his hearers to a remarkable out­
burst of eloquence, which evidently appealed vividly to his 
hearers. This remarkable oration will be published among

others in the forthcoming book of lectures, concerning whioh 
we shall soon be able to give details. The services concluded 
with a poetical benediction.

Easter Sunday.—The platform was beautifully decorated 
with choice flowers, placed there by loving hands, who kindly 
vied with each other as to which could do most to make the 
plaoe beautiful and attractive for all who entered the hall. 
The music was a treat. The organist, Herr Rudolph Eofiner, 
played admirably on both instruments. The soloist, Miss Alice 
Kean, sang with great power and sweetness, while the hymns 
were sung well and jubilantly. Both discourses were quite up 
to Mr. Colville's usual high standard, and were provocative of 
much serious thought on important spiritual topics. They 
bore, of course, particularly on the Resurrection, whioh was 
defined as the elevation of the spirit completely above the 
thraldom of the senses. Some explanations of materialization 
were very interesting and instructive.

Exeter.—By the kind invitation of Mr. Parr,’several friends 
from here spent a most pleasant outing with our friends at 
Newton St. Gyres. The weather was all that oould be desired, 
and among the fields and wooded distriot was spent a refresh­
ing time. We held two most successful circles. In the after­
noon the spirit control gave a most excellent exposition on the 
Biblioal Jubilee, dealing with the wide socialistic scheme, and 
showing from such a basis, that a true socialistic reformation 

( oould he gained in our own country without destroying the 
character of the present form of Government. The whole 
party, consisting of thirty-three, then partook of a capital tea. 
In the evening we had another cirole, and through the guides 
of Mrs. C., most striking olairvoyant descriptions of spirit- 
friends were given. A most spiritual address followed, o f a 
symbolic character, and was listened to with rapt attention, to 
the elevation of the souls of those present. On Sunday, at the 
Odd Fellows’ Hall. The guides of our medium invited sub­
jects. Two were given : 44 Death " and the 44 Resurrection of 
Christ," whioh were dealt with in a most masterly manner, last­
ing over an hour-and-half.—R. Shepherd, Dec. 7.

Oldham.—The Oldham Spiritualists’ Society, whose meet­
ings are held in Union Street, oelebrated their 12th Anniver­
sary on Good Friday. There were about eighty persons sat 
down to tea. Twelve years since last Sunday (Easter), a 
meeting of a few friends interested in the subject of Spiritual­
ism took plaoe at the bouse ef Mr. Thomas Kershaw, in Ash 
Street, and it may be safely asserted that from this gathering 
originated the present Society. On Good Friday, Mr. W. John­
son, of Hyde, presided over the after-tea proceedings. In an 
appropriate speech, he referred to the Spiritual Movement, one 
whioh he looked upon as being humanity's regenerator. In a 
few apposite remarks in regard to the teachings of Spiritual­
ism, Mr. Johnson contended that creedalism and dogmatism 
had been upset thereby, and that the teachings of the Churches 
bad been weighed in the balance and found wanting. During 
the evening, the Treasurer, Mr. Warhurst, made a statement in 
regard to finances, from whioh it is evident the Society is in a 
good position, in fact, that it is paying its way, and has no 
inoubus in the shape of debt, to cope with.—A varied and most 
interesting programme was gone through, consisting of sing­
ing, reading, and recitations; also brief impromptu speeches 
by friends. Mr. G. Chadderton officiated as pianist.—Cor.
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t h e  m edium  a n d  d a y b r e a k . 253A pril  18, 1884.

O B I T U A R Y .SPIRITUALISM AT LISERARD.
Being a stranger in a strange plaoe, my attention was called 

to a large bill announcing an entertainment T thought I 
would attend. I have always heard of Liskeard being a dead* 
and-alive sort of a place, but I oan’t say that as yet, for this 
entertainment came off in grand style, and was a credit to the 
promoters. The title was u Poor Mike.” The reading and 
singing traoed Mike's father to his last on this sphere; then 
his mother, then his only and baby sister. After Mike lost all, 
he found his way to sea; and at last got shipwrecked, and frost­
bitten on the raft the crew made just in time to save themselves. 
They had no sooner got on the raft than the “  Nora " heeled 
over. Mike made a faint attempt to tell bis sufferings, stating 
that no tongue can describe what they endured. * One of the 
Allan steamers, however, brought Poor Mike to Liverpool, 
where he was taken to a hospital, in which he died. I give 
his dying words, as it is a beautiful bit of Spiritualism, and 
plainly shows that the writer was a Spiritualist, or that he was 
controlled to write those beautiful words.

My readers will now please understand that Poor Mike is 
in the hospital, dying of mortification. I give the last con­
versation that ensued between Poor Mike and the writer.

44 And how are you to-day, Mike? w
“  Well," he answered, rousing himself and speaking slowly, 

44 I thought I were better this mornin’, but now—"
“  And what now, Mike V " we said, after a long pause.
He smiled faintly as he answered,—
44 Now 1 think Pm goin’ to God 1 I shall soon see the land 

that is always bright."
44 What makes you think that ? "
44 Well," he answered,441 don’t know as how I can make it 

very plain; but I don’t feel as if I had any grip of anythink 
as I had. When the pain left me early this morning, I thought 
I were goin’ to get letter right off, but sinoe then I ’ve got to 
feel dull, an’ strange, an’ my eyes keep seein’ things ain’t here, 
an* my thoughts a-wanderin’ off all sorts of ways. Do you 
make it out ? "

44 Yes, I think so.”
44 There is a wall there wi’ pictures on it, ain’t there ? "
44 Yes, Mike."
44 Well, I’ve only to look at it for a moment or so, an’ it all 

goes away—melts off like; an’ I see the country stretchin’ 
away for miles an*miles. Sich beautiful country, too! wi’ the

frass so green an’ smooth, an* the hills covered with trees, an’ 
owers growin’ everywhere, an’ clear streams of water windin’ 
in an’ out, an’ people walkin’ up an’ down, an’ childer—oh sich 

heaps of ’em 1—lookin’ as happy as anythink. An’ tho longer 
I look the plainer it gets, an’ I could almost be sartin that 1 
seed mother an* little May there."

Mike again affirms that he sees his father, mother and May 
(his little baby sister), and again speaks of a beautiful garden, 
with flowers, etc.

I must say in conclusion that the Servioe of Song, or enter­
tainment, created a great interest. The audienoe was en­
raptured throughout.

Is not this a good plan to introduce Spiritualism ? This was 
promoted by the Mutual Improvement Glass, of Liskeard, 
Cornwall. Thinking some of its members would make good 
Spiritualists, I ask you to insert this, as it may reaoh some 
of them ultimately. W. E. Z.

Plymouth : Richmond Hall.—On Sunday morning last, we 
had a very earnest and impressive address from the controls of 
Mr. Hasson. In the afternoon, at the usual circle, Messrs. 
Husson and Burt gave addresses, to the evident satisfaction of 
all, many strangers being present. In the evening Mr. Clarke 
occupied the platform, and delivered an inspirational lecture, 
subject,44 Easter Lessons." Thelecture was listened to with rapt 
attentiony.—John T. B. Paynter.

Morxjey.—8ir,—Mr. Morrell and Mr. John Scott ocoupied 
our platform on Sunday last. Mr. Morrell’s guides gave us a 
very pithy address, on 44 Prayer and its effect on Humanity,1’ 
after which Mr. Scott gave us a very interesting and descrip­
tive aocount of his experiences in Spiritualism, and how he 
first oatne to have a knowledge of spirit presenoe and inter­
course, and how he received his first communications, what a 
difficult thing it was to get them printed and circulated. His 
account was highly interesting and quite romantic. Altogether 
we had a very pleasant day, and hope these gentlemen will 
soon pay us another visit, as we have yet a debt on our place 
amounting to eight or ten pounds. The choir, who gave us 
the last service of song, have kindly volunteered to give us 
another on Sunday afternoon, April 27th, in the Co-operative 
Hall, ontitled 44 Alone in the world, or the story of two 
Orphans." Mr. Armitage has kindly consented to read for us. 
And in the evening he is announced to give an address on, 
44 Spiritualism: I f  it be true, how will it benefit Humanity.’’ 
8ervice at 2.30 and 6.30. Collection at each servioe.—B. H. B.

Manchester.—The Trinity Hall Spiritualist Society, 83, 
Chapel Street, Salford, will hold its first public meeting on 
Sunday, April 20, at 6.30 p.m., speaker, Mr. Thompson; sub­
ject, 44 Our work and our aims." Spiritualists in Manchester 
district not allied with any Society will be oordially welcomed.

MRS. EMMA MARIA AINSWORTH.
On April 6th, passed to spirit life, Emma Maria Ainsworth, 

the beloved wife of John Ainsworth, the honorary seoretary of 
the Liverpool Psychological Society, aged 45 years. Sinoe May 
last, Mrs. Ainsworth has been a severe sufferer; and she has 
borne those sufferings with a patience and cheerfulness which 
well illustrated the sustaining power of the faith, founded on 
knowledge, which she possessed. Being a medium and clair­
voyant, she had personal proofs of the presenoe o f 44 Loved 
ones gone before," and the calm resignation with which she 
awaited the change—feeling no terror in the anticipation of it 
—is a source of happiness to those she left behind her. Being 
possessed of a large amount of intelligence and sparkling wit, 
she could always defend her opinions successfully against all 
opponents. Her reasoning faculties being in excess, she 
never lost her temper in defending that Spiritualism which 
she loved so well, and which was a source of comfort and 
happiness to herself and her family, till the angel Death let 
her peacefully and calmly through the gates into the higher 
life, where the good and the true have a wide field for the 
exercise of -their desires to bless and be a blessing. And this 
was one of her chief characteristics here: her willingness to 
help always made her to be sought after when work was to be 
done. Of her it can truly be said, she did life’s work well, and 
those who knew her most intimately loved her well for the 
qualities of head and heart whioh she exhibited.

Mrs. Ainsworth has left behind her a delicate boy, around 
whose life the tendrils of her affectionate nature seemed to 
twine, and while the body which she vacated still lay in the 
house, a clairvoyant, who visited the family, and knew not 
even that she had a son, muoh less his name, said, 441 hear 
her say—4 Take care of my Harry.’ "

The funeral was a most interesting one. Mrs. Britten 
kindly offerred, unsolicited, to officiate, although in the midst 
of the bustle of preparation to sail for America, and having 
another engagement to speak in Yorkshire the same evening. 
A large company of Spiritualists and others assembled at West 
Derby Cemetery, the day being bright and genial. The cere­
mony was performed at the grave side: the two hymns, 
beginning, 44 Beauteous angel Death," and 44 We do not die,” 
being sung at intervals. Mrs. Britten delivered a most appro­
priate address, the whole servioe receiving the commendations 
of Spiritualists and strangers for its sublime simplicity. As 
the coffin was lowered into the grave, it was covered with 
bouquets of flowers, the tribute of affection, fit emblem of the 
state of felicity into which she had passed.

Amongst other features connected with the funeral, we 
noticed the chaste and neat character of the Memorial Cards, 
they being bordered with silver, with a bouquet of flowers 
embossed at the top, symbolical of the spiritual truth we 
hold.

I conclude this very inadequate notioe by stating that the 
released one has given satisfactory proofs of her conscious life, 
and unimpaired love and affection for those who follow her 
footsteps, wistfully looking into the brighter sphere to whioh 
she has passed, if baply they might oatoh a glimpse of that 
Gloryland, where death is swallowed up of life, and where the 
inhabitants no more say—I am sick.

John Lamont,
President Liverpool Psychological Society.

LlSt* OF LECTURES
DELIVERED BY

ROSAMOND DALE OWEN.
(Daughterof Robert Dale Owen, and Grand-daughter of Robert Owen.)

Invitations to Lecture to be addressed— Miss Dale Owen, 
25, Alma Square, St. John's Wood, London, W.G,

I.— RO B ER T OW EN A N D  HIS E X P E R IM E N T  A T  
N E W  H A RM O N Y.

My first interview with my Grandfather. Anecdote con­
cerning his personal appearance. Life from childhood to 
manhood; rapid promotion. Remarkable success at New 
Lanark. Letter to Lord Brougham. Infant Schools. Me­
morable summer of 1817. New Lanark Mills on the Co­
operative System. Belief in Spiritualism. The great Heart. 
New Harmony. The Rappites. The Owen Community. 
Laws governing the Community. Aims of the Society. 
Various anecdotes. First weddings. A  sad sequel. Discord 
and dishonesty. The lesson we may learn from the Com­
munity.

I I .— R O B E R T  D A L E  O W E N  A N D  M A R Y  
R O B IN S O N .

The first meeting of my Father and Mother. Their



unique m arriage. A  v illage d iv ided  against itself. M y  
m other's efforts. One use to be m ade o f the experim ent 
m ay be reaped by  m y  hearers. A n  appeal to parents. 
Subjective and objective education. Our H om e. T h e  simple, 
g lad  life in the great, ram bling country house. L e t every 
m other take courage. M y  father’s public life. T h e  Indiana 
legislature. E fforts on behalf o f  wom an. E ditorsh ip  o f  
The Free Enquirer. D ivorce  laws o f  Indiana. T w o  ses­

sions in Congress. H is appointm ent as M inister tp N aples. 
M r. L in co ln ’s declaration with regard to m y  Father and the 
Em ancipation Proclam ation. T h e  investigation o f  Spiri­
tualism. T h e  K atie  K in g  affair, his illness. B u ying  arms 
for the G overnm ent. One hundred thousand dollars offered 
Jrim. H is rejection o f  the sum. Latest unfinished w ork, and 
his various publications. H is serene death.

I I I .— T H E  P H Y S I C A L  A N D  S P I R I T U A L  M E A N S  
B Y  W H I C H  I N T E M P E R A N C E  M A Y  B E  

O V E R C O M E .
A nalysis o f the sins o f  the flesh, and the sins o f  the soul. 

T h e  jjacred trust o f  the bod y , often m isunderstood both  by  
feinta and sinners* T w o  classes. o f  drunkards. A  descrip­
tion  of* the first class. A  threatened m urder. R esult o f 
thfe broken law. T h ree exam ples o f  the second class. T h e  
physician’s prescription, the curse it entailed. D esperate 
efforts at reform . A  blasted life. A  Scotchm an. H abit 
aoauired at the dinner table. Y o u n g  physician. O verw ork. 
T h e  noble m echanic. M ischievous doctrine current am ong 
mothers* . O ur village ball-room . T h e  rule established 
am ong' the you n g  ladies, and the satisfactory results there- 
from . A  detailed description o f  the means used at Dansville, 
N e w  Y ork . W on d erfu l results. One is asham ed to be 
tricked w hen one lives close to Nature. T h e  only w ay  to 
s<jape k frbm  h dragging chain o f  heredity. Pre-natal influ- 
$gcea. T h e  craving for stimulants m ust die out o f  the race.

I V .— M A N ’S S P I R I T U A L  P O S S I B I L I T I E S .
r>-'* « ' . ---------

V . - - O A N  T H E  A F F I R M A T I O N  O F  C H R I S T ’ S 
D I V I N I T Y  B E  L O G I C A L L Y  R E A S O N E D  U P O N .

4 • ,

V I ,— T H E  C H R I S T I A N  S T A G E .
A  P a p e r  r e a d  b e f o r e  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S t a g e  G u il d .

v n — H O W  T H E  S P I R I T S  H A V E  H E L P E D  M E .
Ia  this w orld  enough ? L iftin g  our eyes to the everlasting 

H ills. A  sym pathy w ith  unbelievers. F irst thoughts on 
Religion . T h e  belief o f  m y  Grandfather, and 6f  m y  Father. 
M y  ow n m edium ship. N um erous tests. V ick sbu rg . W  
and M . T h e  H atchet face. L oss o f  physical sight, and the 
opening o f  m y  spiritual vision. A  prophecy  o f  death. 
Julian ’s  coffee. M essages from  the children. T h e  change 
from  a cold  negation to a joy ou s  certainty. T h e  caressing 
spirit-hands. Unspiritual Spiritualists. T h e  vast reaches, 
the w ide ramifications o f  the laws o f  G od .

V IJ U U -T H E  T R A I N I N G  O P  C H I L D R E N .
A n  in v a l u a b l e  L e c t u r e  to  P a r e n t s , w r it t e n  b y  m y  

M o t h e r , a f t e r  t h ir t y  y e a r s ’ E x p e r ie n c e .

Y o u n g  mothers. U nparalleled im portance o f  the task. 
Children w ho loved  hym ns and died  young. A  houseful o f 
scientific.m en and w om en, but they  d id  not know  w hat to 
do w ith a real baby. Fatal ig n ora n ce ; death o f  the child. 
T h irsting  for know ledge. A n d rew  Com be. T h e  E d g e - 
worths. A  w arn ing : too late. H ealth  o f  the English. H a b it  
T h e  foundation o f  a g o o d  citizen. H erbert Spencer. A  
dignified self-helpfulness. A n  indulgent mother. H onesty  
anq truthfulness. Scolding. Bribes. M rs. G rundy. C h ild ­
ren are grow ing  things. Rousseau and his son Em ile. A  
preparation for the m ost im portant w ork to be done in this 
w orld .

-------- 4--------
ENGLISH & AMERICAN NOTICES OF LECTURES A PAMPHLETS.

* MI& Rosamond Dado Owen gave a most impressive and eloquent address on the 
SpoleJl Effort of her Grandfather, Robert Owen, to the members of the Eleusls Club, 
and met with a warm, enthusiastic reception. She is imbued with the zeal of her fcmilyTor the advancement of the people in love and sympathy. . . The 
Cooperative toys.

Miss Owen’s anecdotes are given with a touch of American humour which greatlyamused the audience...............— West London Advertiser, copied by Co-operative
Newt.

In language which, though perhaps not exactly eloquent, greatly impressed her hearersihjr.ua evident earnestness, and its fervent sincerity, she entreated them to setabout needful reformations............... The lecturer replied in a short speech withmuch womanly feeling. . . .  A vote of thanks, evidently a thoroughly sincere and hearty expression of the sense of the meeting, terminated the proceedings.—The 
Cooperative Mom, from West London Advertiser,

Miss Owen, who is we understand quite new to the platform, has the happy faculty 
of rivettlng the attention of the audience throughout. Not once did the interest flag,
not once was there the slightest hesitation for a word....................Miss Owen dealt
chiefly with her spiritual experiences. These were of such a marvellous character ss 
to altogether throw into tho shade those of the vast majority; . . yet marvellous ss 
they were they rang so clearly with the ring of troth, that all felt they were un­
deniable. . . . Miss Owen described the pattern of the very unconventional dress 
she wears, made from a pattern given to her eousln and herself by spirit-friends. 
The dress is a decided improvement on the hideously unnatural arrangements intro­
duced from Paris.—Cor. Medium and Daybreak.

W oman’s Provident and P rotective L eague.— A number o f ladies and gen­
tlemen assisted at the meeting of this League, but the feature of the evening was a 
paper by Miss Rosamond Dale Owen.—W illiam T rant.

. . . Miss Owen concluded a most interesting and well-written paper, by urging 
on ministers to associate religion more and more with the dramatio art. . . . .  
— The D aily Chronicle.

We were privileged on Sunday to listen to a discourse by Miss Dale Owen, “  On 
the Cause of Drunkenness,” a theme which was treated with an ability and pathos 
which elicited the warmest approbation. . . .— Medium and Daybreak.

A very much augmented and intellectual audience met at Bell Street, to hear Mias 
Dale Owen, daughter of Robert Dale Owen, deliver a lecture on her grandfather, 
Robert Owen, aud his work at New Harmony. The sketch of the great Reformer’s 
remarkable career was intensely interesting. . . . Miss Dale Owen's lecture was 
a most accomplished literary performance. It was spoken in a very pleasing and 
Incisive manner, and without the slightest affectation of any kind. . . . Robert 
Owen could find no worthier herald than his grand-daughter, who most fitly wears the 
honoured name. . . . Miss Owen deals wi.h the complex subject (the labour pro­
blems) in the most effective way. . . .—Ed. Medium and Daybreak.

An unexpected writer has appeared in America, Rosamond Dale Owen, the 
graud-danghter of Robert Owen. She writes with the clearness of her father, the Hon. 
Dale Owen, and the small pamphlet she has published, is one of the wisest, most 
practical and generally Intelligent which has been written. The authoress has all 
the fervour of progress associated with her family. Her theories are qualified with 
great good sense, and her pages abound in picturesque expression. . . .—G eorge 
J acob Holyoakb, in Birmingham Weekly P od.

Miss Dale Owen bears an honoured name among Spiritualists, and her lecture on 
“  Our Spiritual Possibilities,” was a more thaji worthy effort. There was thought 
in it, and the matter was oonveyed in graceful language.—M.A. (Oxon.) in Light.

AMERICAN NOTICES.
The talented Rosamond Dale Owen has put forth a very pithy and suggestive essay 

taking an eminently practical and common-sense view of the status of woman, 
and her needs to further development. . . . She states her arguments in a
very forceful way....................— Toledo Blade.

. . . Some of Miss Owen's sentences might well be written in letters of gold. .
. Timet and Standard, Manistee, Michigan.

. . . I rejoice to hear of your gracious work. . • .—Frances E. W illard.

. . . It is a source of satisfaction to know that this handful of golden grain is 
bearing harvest. It has stimulated Others to think, write and talk. Questioning 
letters come to Miss Owen by the score. . . . The merits of her first effort have 
been recognised in English journals, and calls come from distant sections of the 
union for the helpful words of an Indiana woman.—Indianapolis Sentinel.

. . . I have read your words with interest. . . .—George W illiam Cu rtis, 
Editor, Harpers' Weekly.

. . . Your work nas interested me greatly. . . .—Elisabeth Oaxxs Smith. 

. . .  A rare treat had been promised in the presence of Mies Dale Owen, and 
the pirlonrs of the Literary Club were filled at an early hour.—Evansville, Indiana*

. . . We are great admirers of Biography, bnt never remember a sketch more 
beautifully written than the story of Robert Dale Owen and Mary Robinson. It is 
filled with master touches. . . .— The American Sentinel, Albion, Illinois.

---------♦---------
LONDON CLUBS IN WHICH MISS DALE OWEN HAS SPOKEN.

T he D ialectical Society-, Grosvenor Gallery, New Bond Street—Robert G. 
Hem her, Esq., Hon. Sec.

Church and Stage G uild, Neumeyer Hall, Hart Street, Bloomsbury.—Rev. 
Stewart Headlam, Hon. Sec.

Islington H all, Islington Green.—Percival A. Chubb, Esq., Hon. Sec.
The E leusis Club, King's Road, Chelsea.—Godfrey Collins, Esq., Hon. See.
T he M artlkbonk Society, Bell Street.—Charles Delolme, Esq., Cor. Sec..
T he H ammersmith Club, Hammersmith Broadway.—A. Beasley, Esq., Hon. Sec. 
P rogress H all, Well Street, Hackney.—H. A. Urie, Esq., Hon. Sec.
T he 36th A nniversary or Modern Spiritualism, Neumeyer Hall, Bloomsbury. 

—Chairman, Mr. James Bums, Ed. Medium an l Daybreak.
Invicta W orking M en's Club, Woolwich.—J. Turner, Esq., Hon. Sec.
B attersea L iberal A ssociation, High Street, Battersea.
W oman's Provident and Protective L eague, Great Queen Street, Drury Lane. 

—Mrs. Paterson, Hon. Sec.

MISS DALE OWEN’S LECTURE ENGAGEMENTS.—Invicta Working Men’s Club, Woolwich, Friday, April 18th: “ Robert Owen.”
P rogress H all, Well Street, Hackney, on April 20th: “ Robert Owen.”
Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester, on April 27th: “ Robert Owen.” 
Church and Stage Guild, Neumeyer Hall, Hart Street, Bloomsbury, Thursday, May 1st, at 3 p.m.: “ The Story of an American Actress.” All are invited. 
N ewcastle-on-T ynb, May 18th and 26th.
Sheffield, Secular Hall, June 8th.The 1st Sunday in May is still open, and dates in June.Address: 26, Alma Square, St. John’s Wood, London, N.W.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.
L ast opportunity for the present o f  obtaining cop ies o f  

M rs. H ardinge-B ritten ’s grand and exhaustive history o f
NINETEENTH CENTURY MIRACLES, OR SPIRIT8 AND THEIR 

WORK IN EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
The publishers desiring to dispose of a few remaining copies of tho non-Illostrated Edition, will furnish them at the rate of 7s. 6d. per volume, exclusive of pottage. . 

This is the last opportunity that can be afforded in tho author’s absence in America of obtaining a work which contains records unparalleled in the history of mankind.A very few illustrated copies can still be had of Allen, Publisher, Ave Maria Lane, 
or Mr. Burns. For the plain copies, apply to Mr. G. M. Wilkinson, The Limes, 
Humphrey Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM: Records of Extraordi­
nary Phenomena through the most Powerful Mediums, 
with Photograph of Author. By Catherine Berry. 2s. 6d, 

SPIRITUALISM PROVED BY FACTS. Report of a Two 
Nights’ Debate between C. Bradlaugh, Secularist, and J. 
Burns, Spiritualist. Price 6d.

WORKS ON MAN. By R. B. D. Wells, Phrenologist, Bound 
in half oalf. Price 6s. 6d.

London : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row.



MEETINGS, SUNDAY, APRIL 20th, 1884.
LONDON.

Eoowaab Road.—52, Bell Street, at 1:
Mabtlbbons Road.—Spiritual Mission Room, 167, Seymour Place, at 11, Seanoe ; 

at 7. Comprehension; Tuesday, 7.45. Mr. J. M. Dale j Wednesday, at 
7.46, Physical Seance; Thursday, 7.46, Mr. J. M. Dale; Friday, at 7.46, Mr. 
Towns; Saturday, at 7.30, Mr. Savage. J. M. Dale, Sec., 50, Crawford Street, 
Bryanston 8qr. Ths Room is strictly reserved fo r  circlet. It m ay be engaged for  
private sittings.

Cavutdisb Rooms, Mortimer Street, W ., at 7 : Mr. J. J. Morse: “  The Birth 
and Death of the World.”

WEEK NIGHTS,
Spiritual Institution. - - 1Tuesday, at 8, Seanoe : Mr. Towns, Medium.
BboMpton.— Mr. Pound'i.l#8, Ifleld Road, Wednesday, at 8, Mr. Towns.
Hakbow Road.—At Mr. Wright’s 17, Ambertey Road, on Sunday and Thursday at 

7.30. Private Circle, admission only by previous application.
Holboik.—Mr. Coffin’s, 13, Kingsgate Street, Wednesday at •: Mrs. Hagon, medium.

PROVINCES.
BaiJfow-iK-FtntNBsa.—76, Buooleuch Street, at 6.30.
Basxst Carr.—Town Street, 6.30 p .m .: Mr. Armltage.
Bbdwobth.—King Street, at 6 p.m* Wednesday, at 7 p.m.
Bklpbb.—Lecture Room, Brookside, at 10.30 and 6.30 :
Bimolby.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p.m. : Mr. Morrell.
Bomxboham.—Ooze 11 Street Board School, 6.30:
Bishop Auckland.—Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, at 2 and 6 p .m .: 
Blackburn.—Academy of Arts and Sciences, Paradise Lane: at 11 a.m. and 6.30. p.m. 
Bolton.—H. A Tovey, 16* Hatton 8 t., The Houlgh.
Bbadpobd.—Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane, Wakefield Road, 2.30 

and 6 p.m.: Miss Musgrave, and Local. '
Wade's Meeting Room, Harker Street, Bowling, at 2.30 and 6 p .m : Miss 
Illingworth and Miss Ratdttfe.
Spiritual Lyceum, Oddfellows' Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 and 6 p .m .: Mr. 
Hepworth.

Exetkr.—Oddfellows’  Hall, Bumpfylde Street, at 6.30.
Glasgow.—2 , Carlton Place, South Side, at 11.30  and 6.30. Lyceum at 6 . 
Halifax.—Spiritual Church,1, Winding Road, 2.30 and 6 p.m: Mrs. Illingworth 

and Mr. Blackburn. Lyceum at 10.30. Monday Service, 7.30.
Hktton.—Miners’ Old Hall, at 6.30:
Kbighlst.—Lyceum, East Parade, 2.30 and 6.30: Mr. Ware.
Lbkds.—-Tower Buildings, Woodhouse Lane, 2.30, and 6.3#: Local.

Edinburgh Hall, Sheepecar Terraoe, 2.30 A 6.30: Mrs. Ingham.
Lbiobstbb.—Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 and 6.30.
Livbbpool—Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at 11 a.m., and 6.30 p.m. 

Mrs. Butterfield.
Maoclksfi sld.—Spiritualists’ Free Church, Paradise Street, at 6.30: Rev. C. Rush ton. 
Manchester.—Gospel Temperance Hall, Tipping Street, Ardwick, 10.30, and 

e 30: Mr. W . Johnson, Hyde.
Mori.et.— Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street, at 2.30 and 6 : Mr. OUffe. 
Middlesborougb.—Granville Lecture Rooms, Newport Road, at 10.30, and #.30. 
New castle-on-Ttnb.—Weir's Court, at 6.30 p .m .: Miss Allen.
Northampton.—Cowper Cottage, Cowper Street, 2.30 and 6.30.
North Shields.—Bolton's Yard, Tyne Street, at 6 :
Nottingham.—Morley Club Lecture Room, Shakespeare Street, 10.46 and 6.30. 
Oldham.—176, Union Street, at 2.30 and #.
Pbstdlbton.—48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge, at 2.30 : Mr. Johnson. 
Plymouth.—Richmond Hall, Richmond Street, at 11.16, Mr. Burt; a t3, Circle;

at 6.30, Mr. R. S. Clarke. Lyceum at 10.16 a.m., Mr. Clark, Conductor. 
Salford.—83, Chapel Street, at 6.30, Mr. I. Thompson: “  Our work and our aims.”  
Sowshby Bridge. — Progressive Lyceum, Hollins Lane, at 2.30 and 6.3#, Mr#. 

Bailey.
Sunderland.—Albert Rooms, 7. Coronation Street, 6.3#: Mr. Rutherford. 
Thbtall.—Rathbene Street, Mr. W . Dodson, Medium.
Walsall.—Exohauge Rooms, High Street, at #.30.
WBf P blton.—A t Mrs. Taylor’s, 24, John Street, at 6 .

Royal i6mo., Sewed, 6d. ;  Limp Cloth, is .

MY VISIT TO STYRIA.
BY

(garoCine @orne*r.
“ Miss Corner has packed * M y  V is it  to  St y r ia  * into thirty pages 

duodecimo. She manages, nevertheless, to give us a very adequate 
picture of the scenery, and to paint in glowing colours life in a Styriai 
chdteau. The book is a graceful tribute to hospitality such as feu 
visitors either to Styria or anywhere else can hope to meet with. Thi? 
world would be Utopia if it contained many people like the Baron and 
Baroness Von Vay.—The Graphic.

“ A most pleasing and lively record of travel. It is a graphic 
account of a visit paid by the author to some friends, the Baron and 
Baroness Von Vay. The sketches of scenery are well done, as are the 
picturesque descriptions of national customs; and some local legends 
interspersed in the general matter are reverently told.*’—Morning Post.

44 Miss Caroline Corner paid a visit last year to Styria, a picturesque 
corner of Europe, where much is antique and all old-fashioned, and, 
coaling home, has condensed her reminiscences into a booklet The 
style is lively, and a bright thread of personal narrative links together 
many happy pictures of men, women, architecture and scenery. ”— 
Daily Telegraph,

44 4 M y  v i s i t  t o  S t y r i a  * contains some of the pleasing recollections 
of an interesting summer visit which the talented authoress paid to the 
Baron and Baroness Von Vay, far away in their mountain home in 
Styria. What Miss Comer tells is communicated in her usual bright, 
chatty manner; and it is to be regretted that her recollections could 
not 611 out a good deal more space. —Whitby Times.

“ A very readable little book. Incidents are recorded in a chatty 
and entertaining manner, and a good deal of descriptive and interest­
ing information is afforded.”—Hackney Express.

“ 4 My V isit to Styria. ’ Miss Caroline Comer has published a 
short sketch of what appears to have been a most pleasant visit to the 
Austrian Castle of Baron Von Vay. Her friends will undoubtedly be 
pleased to possess themselves of this talented young lady’s latest 
literary production. ”—Whitby Gazette,

44 4 My  V isit to Styria, ’ by Caroline Corner, is a pleasantly 
written and very readable Continental excursion, describing the 
scenery and the incidents of a few months’ sojourn among the Aus 
trian nobles.”—Hackney Gazette,

** Miss Caroline Comer has given, in a book of some thirty pages, 
a pleasant narration of her visit to the Styrian mountain-home of the 
Baron and Baroness Von Vay. One gets from the story a fresh and 
vivid picture of what must be one of the most charming districts in 
Europe. ”— Theosopkist (Bombay).

RH IN ELAN D : Legends, Musings, and Recollections, 
By the same Author, will shortly be ready, price is. 6dL 

Orders payable to
r,&8*' Thoms’!  8*, Hudmey, Loodoo,

In Handsome Cloth Binding, Price js , M  
D r . D o d s ’ s C e l e b r a t e d  L e c t u r e s  

ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF
M E S M E R I S M  AND E L E C T R I C A L  PSYCHOLOGY.
Comprising the two well-known works by Dr. John Bovee Dod$ 

Consisting of Eighteen Lectures, as follow.—
L—The Philosophy of Mesmerism.

.. INTRODUCTORY LECTURES cm Aninul Magnetiam.
2. MENTAL ELECTRICITY, or Spiritualiun.
3. AN APPEAL in behalf of the Science.
4 . THE PHILOSOPHY of Clairvoyance.
5. THE NUMBER of Degrees in Mesmerism.
6. JESUS and the Apostles.

II.—The Philosophy of Electrical Psychology.
DEDICATION, INTRODUCTION.

1. ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY ; itt Definition and Impor-
tance in Curing Diseases.

2. BEAUTY of Independent Thought and Fearless Expression.
3. CONNECTING LINK between Mind and Matter, and Cir­

culation of the Blood.
4. PHILOSOPHY of Disease and Nervous Force.
5. CURE of Disease and being Acclimated.
6. EXISTENCE of Deity Proved from Motion.
7. SUBJECT of Creation Considered.
8. DOCTRINE of Impressions.
9. CONNECTION between the Voluntary and Involuntary Nerves.

10. ELECTRO-CURAPATHY is the best Medical System in
being, as it Involves the Excellences of all other Systems.

11. THE SECRET REVEALED, so that all may know how to 
Experiment without an Instructor.

12. GENETOLOGY, or Human Beauty Philosophically Considered. 
This is the Most Complete and the Cheapest Edition o f this Standard

Work ever published.
T H E  PH ILO SO PH Y  o f  MESM ERISM  is published 

Separately, in Paper Wrapper, Price 6d.
CLAIRVOYANCE, HYGIENIC AND MEDICAL By Dr. 

D ix o n , is.
41 The sight being closed to the External, the Soul perceives truly 
the affections of the body.”—H ippocrates.

CLAIRVOYANCE. By A d o lph e  D id ie r . 4&
Remarkable facts from thirty-five years* personal exercise of the 
Clairvoyant Faculty.

HOW TO MESMERISE. By J. V. Wilson, is.
THE MENTAL CURE : Illustrating the Influence of the Mind on 

the Body, both in Health and Disease, and the Psychological 
Method of Treatment. By Rev. W. F. Evans, 3s.

London : J. BURNS, 15, .Sonthamoton Row, W.C.

FOWLER'S WORKS ON PHRENOLOGY, PHYSIOLOGY,
AMATIVENESS ; or, Evils and Remedies of Excessive and Perverted 

Sensuality. Including warning a id advice to the Married and 
Single. By O. S. Fowler. Price* 3d.

*wOVE and PARENTAGE, applied to the Improvement of Offspring. 
Including important directions and suggestions to Lovers and 
the Married. By O. S. Fourier. Price 3d.

MATRIMONY ; or, Phrenology and Physiology applied to the Se­
lection of Congenial Companions for Life. Including directions 
to the Married for living together affectionately and happily. 
By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

PHYSIOLOGY—ANIMAL and MENTAL, applied to the Preser­
vation and Restoration of Health of Body and Power of Mind. 
By O. S. Fowler. Price is.

MEMORY and INTELLECTUAL IMPROVEMENT, applied to 
Self-Education and Juvenile Instruction. By O. S. Fowler. 6cL 

HEREDITARY DESCENT: It# Laws and Facts applied to 
Human Improvement. By O. S. Fowler. Price is.

FAMILIAR LESSONS ON PHYSIOLOGY. Designed to aid 
Parents, Guardians, and Teachers in the Education of the 
Young. By Mrs. L  N. Fowler. Price 3d.

FAMILIAR LESSONS on PHRENOLOGY. Designed for the 
use of Schools and Families. By Mrs. L. N. Fowler. Price 6a. 

INTEMPERANCE and TIGHT LACING ; Considered in relation 
to the Laws of Life. By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

TOBACCO : Its History, Nature, and Effects on the Body and 
Mind. By Joel Shew, M.D. Price 3d.

Vol, /,, containing the above, neatly bound in Cloth, Five Shillings.
THE NATURAL LAWS OF MAN : A Philosophical Catechism.

By J. G. Spurzheim, M. D. Price 6d.
MARRIAGE : Its History and Ceremonies; With a Phrenological 

and Physiological Exposition of the Functions and Qualifications 
for Happy Marriages. By L. N. Fowler. Price 6d.

FAMILIAR LESSONS on ASTRONOMY. Designed for the use 
of Children and Youth in Schools and Families. By Mrs. L. N. 
Fowler. Price 6d.

•»ELF-CULTURE AND PERFECTION of CHARACTER. In­
cluding the Management of Youth. By O. S. Fowler. Price is. 

CARRIAGE and PARENTAGE ; or, The Reproductive Element 
in Man, as a means to his Elevation and Happiness. By H. G 
Wright. Price is.

TE  ̂ and COFFEE: Their Physical, Intellectual, and Moral
Effects on the Human System. By Dr. W. A. Alcott. Price 3d. 

EDUCATION: Its Elementary Prin' les 5 Founded on the Nature 
of Man. By J. G. Spurzheim, M D Price is.

MATERNITY ; or, The Bearing and Nursing of Children. Includ­
ing Female Education and Beauty. By O. S. Fowler. Price is.
Vol. II., containing the last 8 Works, Cloth neat, Six Shillings.

Vols. I. and II., bound together, Cloth, Ten Shillings.
London : J. BURNS, if, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.G



S A T E  40 P E R  VENT.
B est Suits—all W o o l,

50s.,
w o rth  £ 3  lO  0 .

CASH  ONLY.

JAMES M ALTBY. TAILOR, 8, Hanover Place, Regent's 
Park, N.W. (Baker Street Station),

SPECIAL NOTICE.
A C C U L T , TH E O SO PH IC AL, A N D  A D V A N C E D  
V /  TH IN K E R S are hereby informed, that an unique 

Illustrated Subscription Reprint Edition is in prepara­
tion of, that world-famous Initiate's Master-piece, “ T h r  
D i v i n e  P y m a n d e r ,”  of “  H e r m e s  T r is m e g is t u s  ” ; prefaced 
with an Introduction, as also a specially-written Preliminary 
Essay, by that distinguished Esoteric Litterateur, H a r g r a v e  
J e n n in g s , author of the “  Rosicrucians,” <fcc., <fcc.

Manetho, Herodotus, and other ancient historians speak of the writings of th Egyptian Hermes, whose very existence is lost in the night of time. Ages before 
Abraham pitched his tents upon the plains of Mamre, or Lot wandered on the banks of the Jordan, these Hermetic Writings formed the Sacred Books! of the Egyptian Priesthood. Those who wish to know from what source Moses (who was educated according to all the wisdom of the Egyptians) obtained the material to construct the Pontateach, should read this sacred volume. It deals witli Mind, Mat­
ter, Creation and the Immortality of the Human Soul, in a masterly manner. These Hermetic Writings have been confined for ages to those secret Brotherhoods of the 
past, so ably spoken of by Mr. W. Oxley, and the late Henry Melville In his remark­able book “ Veritas," and are now about to be made the common property of a limited number of minds, that are sufficiently progressed to appreciate the Mystical 
Wisdom of Ancient Egypt, to know the past, and by the infallible Hermetie Laws read the future, should Immediately apply to prevent dlsapointment, as the 
number of Copies will be limited to the exact number of Subscribers, and the List will close in fivo weeks time for Great Britian, and two month for the United States.

Prospectus from Robt. H. Frtar, M.B.A. Bath, March 1st, 1884.

M r. a n d  M rs. H A W K IN S , M a g n e tic  H ea le rs .
A T HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Free Treatment on Fri- 

XI. day, from 13 to 4 o'olook. Patients visited at their own Residence.— 143, 
Marylebone Road, N.W., Near Edgware Road Station.
C U R A T IV E  M E S M E R ISM  A N D  C L A IR V O Y A N C E .
T)ROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER attends Patients and can be consulted dally 
X  from 2 till 6, at 5, Rue du Mont-Dore, Paris. Clairvoyant Consultations by letter for Diseases, their Causes, and Remedies. For any serious cases, Professor 
Didier would arrange to come and attend personally in England.

A S H M A N 'S  E M B R O C A T IO N .
"TiOR Oout, Rheumatism, Spialns, Bruises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, Pleurisy, I; and Congestion of the Lungs, Burns, Scalds, Chilblains, Wounds, Cute, Ac. 
2s. 3d. per bottle. To be obtained at a, Sixth Avenue, Queen’s Park, Harrow Road, 
W., and of all wholesale chemists.
ICR. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of Rheumatism, Gout, Neural 
JTl gia, Lumbago, Epilepsy, General Debility, and several affections of the Head, 
Eyes, Liver, Ac., attends Patients from Eleven to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bui- 
strode Street, Wei beck Street, Cavendish Square, W. WANTED: OFFERS FOR THE FOLLOWING BOOKS,

BELONGING TO THE LATE MB. B. ROBINSON, OF GAWTHORPE. 
The Mbdium and Daybreak from 1870, oommenoement, to 1883 ; the 1870 and 1871 

are in one volume; 1872-3-4-5 and 6 are bonnd separately, all in good condition ; 
and the others are not bound.The Republican Herald for 1873 and 1874, bound.

International Herald for 1872 and 1873, bound separately.Herald and Helpmate for 1874, oommenced August 15th, bound.
Nature's Secrets, by W. Denton.Smedley’s Practical Hydropathy, 10th Edition.Philosophy of the Bath in Health and Disease.
Miracles of Modern Spiritualism, by A. R. Wallace.Salmaguuda, or Whim whams and Opinions.Population Fallacies, or a Defence of Malthusianism, and does there exist a moral 

governor of the Universe, by G. A. Holyoake.
Lilly's Introduction to Astrology.Zadkiel’s Grammar of Astrology.All well bound and in good condition.
The Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine.Eighteen Lectures by Edward N. Dennys, on the Religion of Life, as exemplified by 

the Man, Jesus Christ.The Seer of Sinai and other Poems, by J. W. Jackson.
Mesmerism, Its connection with Popnlar Superstitions. * 
Clairvoyance, by Jacob Dixon,Almanacks, Ephemerises, Ac., for 1842, '47, '66, '61, '64, up to 1875, by Zadkiel, 

Moore, Patridge, Simonite, Hannay. Paper backs. All In good condition, 
except two.

Any reasonable offer for one or the lot Apply to—
JOSEPH ARM1TAGE, Stonefield House, Hanging Heaton, Nr. DeWsbury.

"ICR. A MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at homo after 10 every day. Patients JlL attended at their own homes. Circles conducted. Seanoes on Sundays at 7.30 
p.m. Free Healing on Sunday morning at 11 o'clock. Removed to 116, York Road, 
king's Cross, N.

A S T R O L O G Y  A N D  A S T R O N O M Y .
TvR. WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Future Events of Life, at 103, 
JJ Caledonian Road, King’s Cross. Time of Birth required. Fee 3s. 6d. At 
tendanoe from 3 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.

P e rs o n a l C on su lta tion s  o n ly .
M R . T . B. D A L E ,

*pROFESSOR of Astrology A Astronomy, 167, Marylebone Road, W. Calcula- X  tions, personally or by letter, on Nativities, Business Questions, Ac., daily from 3 to 7 p.m. Fee 2s. 6d. Astrology Free. Lessons given.
f * ‘IC1RROROLOGY."—Descriptive of the Black, Concave, Ovoid, Magio Mirror 

HI for developing “ Spiritual Insight,*’ hy the Inventor of the “ Perfected Automatic Insulator ” on Crystal Balls, the Planchette of the future for Writing 
and Drawing Mediumshlp. See Circulars.—Robt. H. Fryar, Bath.

“  N E P T U N E ,”  A S T R O L O G E R ,
24, Wallgrave Road, Earl's Court, London, S.W .

For terms, send stamped, addressed envelope.
/CAROLINE PAWLEY, Writing, Speaking, Healing Medium. By the desire of 
\J her Guides, no money accepted.—Letters sent first, with stamped envelope for 
reply. 33, Bayston Road, Stoke Newington Road, N. A WELL Educated and Adaptive Young Man is desirous of meeting with em * 

XI. ploy men t Age 29. Ten years’ good character. Unexceptional references* Total abstainer. Small salary. Address: I.O.G.T., 66, Basnett Grove, Lavender Hill, S.W.ICRS. KATE BERRY, Magnetic Healer,JjJL 2, Bl&ndford Place, Upper Baker Street, W.
MISS GODFREY. Medical Rubber, and Mesmerist, 31, Robert Street, Hamp- JyL stead Road,N.W.

TTTANTED, a General Servant Must be in good health, an early riser, and fond Tv of children. No hard work, home pleasant and comfortable. Wages £12. Address, Mrs. W., 12, Clifden Road, Clapton, E.
pURATIVE MESMERISM, by Mr. J. Raper, a healer of many years’ experience* U Daily from 2 till 10 p.m. Free on Saturday evenings from 7.30 till 9.30.-26* 
Sturgen Road, Manor Place, Walworth. Intends opening as a Herbalist.

mO SPIRITUALISTS.—A comfortable Bedroom to let by the day or week. Terms 
X moderate. Apply to Mr. Warren, Organ Studio, 246, Kentish Town Road.— Seances held Wednesday evenings, from 8 to 10.

S P E C IA L  N O TIC E .
*1CERSR8. WILLIAMS AND HUSK, will receive friends 0* Tuesday and Satur’ JjLL day evenings, at 8 o’clock, and on Thursday afternoons, at 3 o’clock, at 61. Lambs’ Conduit Street, W.C.

~Q EQUIRED immediately to attend upon one Lady, a superior person as Needle Xv woman. She must thoroughly understand dress-making, aad be a really good fitter. Preference given to a believer In Spiritualism. No objection to any one 
who is medinmlstio. Reply to Alpha, care of the Editor of the Mkdium, 15, South­ampton Row.“PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.—Spirit-Lights and 0 her evldenoes of Spirit-Power, 

X  at an old established private Circle. Earnest Inquirers only admitted, on Sunday at 7.30, and Tuesday and Thursday at 8 p.m. Mrs. Walker, Medium.—Mrs. Ayers, 46, Jubilee Street, Commercial Road, E.
T HOPCROFT, 140, Laucefleld Street, Queen's Park, Harrow Road. Trance and 

• Clairvoyance. At home daily from one till Ave, and open to engagements.

A LADY of good position wishes to meet, by the middle of June, with a small A  flat, or seven rooms and kitchen, unfurnished, in the house of a Lady of similar 
position, or In that of a married couple. Preference given to those who are Spiri­
tualists. All communications will be considered private. Kindly reply, stating rent and locality, to Spero, care of the Editor of the Mbdium, 15, Southampton Row.

ICR. CECIL HUSK, 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Maxted Road, Peckhatn Rye, S.E. 1»X Seances—Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 7.30, for Spiritualists only.
NEW  MEDICAL W ORK BY

Miss C h a n d o s  L e ig h  H u n t  ( M r s . W a l l a c e ) &  Lex et Lux .
■pHYSIANTHROPY, or The Home Cube and Eradication of Disease. 12» X pages, tastefully bound in cloth, price 3s. 6<L Send for Synopsis to Miss Simpson, as below.

TjiRANK HERNE, 8, Albert Road,X Forest Lake, Stratford.
"lfTSS LOTTIE FOWLER, Trance, Medloal, and Business Clairvoyant, on travel 
il l  in America. Address—" Banner of Light,’’ 9, Montgomery Place, Boston, Mus, U.8.A. TH IRD EDITION.HJust Published.)

PRIVATE PRA0TI0AL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE 
SCIENCE A N D  A R T  OF ORGAN IC M A G N E TISM .

BY MISS CH ANDOS LEIGH HUNT.
Being her original Three guinea private Manuscript Instructions, printed, revised and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and practical translations, and the 
concentrated essence of all previous practical works. Numerous illustrations of 
passes, signs, Ac.Price One Guinea, Paper. French Moroooo, with doable lock and key, 5s. extra, 
best Moroooo, ditto, 7s. extra.Send for Index, Press Notices and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Mbs Simpson, Score tary, Philanthropic Reform Publishing Office, 2, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, W.

T THOMAS, General Correspondent.
u  • Address: Kingsley, by Frodsham, Cheshire.
"ICR. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test and Business Clairvoyant, is at home 
liJL daily, and is open to engagements. Address—99, Llsson Grove, Marylebone Road.
*ICR. A. DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent, 13, Oswald's Wynd, 1U Kirkcaldy.
'll  R. BURROWS, Holden Fold, Near Oldham, Healing and Business Medium, may ill bo consulted either by letter containing lock of hair or personally.

“ T H E  H O M E  F R O M  H O M E ”
PRIVATE APARTMENTS FOR SPIRITUALISTS.

T J. MOR8E, 103, Great Portland Street, Oxford Street, London, W. J • Terms Reasonable. Rates sent post free to any address.
TSLE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa, Sundown.—One or two invalid Ladies will JL be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including Board and Lodging, 
or 30s. per week, for the six wloter mon'hs at this pretty seaside town, which Is known to bo particularly salubrious.

fpHE late Henry Melville’s “ Veritas," mentioned by Mr. Oxley as a “ wonderful 
A  work/’ can be supplied, by private order alone, through Mr. Burns, 16, South­ampton Row, London, W.C. Price 21s.

In Parts Is. eoc*; Double Parts is. 6d. each.
JgACKTO THE FATHER’S HOUSE. A Parabolic Inspiration. Fourteen Parte

London: E. W. Allen, 4, Ave Maria Lane, E.C.

MR. J. J. MOR8E’S APPOINTMENTS—London, Sunday, Arpii 13th* i Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer Street. Regent's Street, W. At 7. Subject: 41 The Birth and Death of the World."Liverpool: 8unday, May llth.Mr. Morse accepts engagements for Sunday Lectures in London, or the provinces. For terms A dates, direct to him at 103, Great Portland St., Oxford St., Loudon, W •
MR. R. S.CLARKE’S APPOINTMENTS.—Plymouth: Richmond Hall, Rich- 
ill mond Street, Sunday, April 20Ui, at 6.301 “ The Life and Times of Satan." 

8altaeh: April.Athenaeum Terrace, Plymouth.
ICR. W. J. COLVILLE’S APPOINTMENTS.—London : Nenmeyer Hall, ilL Hart Street, Bloomsbury, W.C., every Sunday till farther notice, at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

W. J. Colville is open to engagements in or out of London whioh will not con­flict with his work in Neumeyer Hall. For all partlcula~s, address, 32, Fopstone Road, Earl's Court, London, S. W., or care of Mr. J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, High Holborn, W.C.
IfR . E. W. WALLIS’S APPOINTMENTS.—
JEL For dates, address E. W. Wallis, 4, Lower Rushall Street, Walsall. London: Printed and Published by 

James Burns, 15, Southampton Row, High Holhorn, W.C.


