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It is impossible to remember too often, or to obey 
too faithfully, these three injunctions:— Walk in the 
light: Speak the truih:  and Take heed how ye understand:—  
aphorisms pregnant with meaning, implying much more 
than, at first sight, they seem to suggest. For 
instance,—to walk in the light, demands aesty of 
purpose, quickness and accuracy of observation, with 
patience and wariness in the pursuit of knowledge. To 
speak truth, is to embody sound science in a form of 
sound words r and—that which equally concerns us— 
to take heed how we understand, is to cultivate the 
faculty of putting a right construction upon all that is 
put before us. There is, perhaps, more risk of going 
frequently astray in this last respect than even in the 
two former ones. The mind of the reader or hearer— 
usually somewhat passive—is seldom stimulated to that 
degree of activity which quickens the perceptions and 
energies of the teacher. Hence, the import of the 
wisest words, not necessarily addressed to the careless, 
or to those of small capacity, is very apt to be either 
missed or misunderstood. We are all prone to err in 
this respect; and rusty tokens, stamped with obsolete 
dies, are too often passed about as current coin. How 
much this has retarded the attainment of the higher 
degrees of wisdom, can be adequately realized only by 
those who have been favored to walk in the brighter 
flood of spiritual daylight. Our difficulties would not 
be small, even if language had each fixed precision of 
meaning, as never to bear more than one interpreta
tion ; but the actual case is far different. Most words 
have several senses : and these are liable to vary from 
age to age. Thus, a primary meaning often becomes 
overlaid by a conventional one which, in process of 
time, pushes itself into the dominant place. Here is a 
snare in which the unwary are continually caught. It 
is not until a state of illustration has been attained, that 
the true significance of much of the language in com
mon use is clearly seen. The wise man cares supremely 
about things; the masses are too generally content with 
phrases. Let us try to avoid this laxity ; and to acquire 
sound views upon the subject selected for exposition,— 
N atural  a n d  R e v e a l e d  R e l ig io n .

It is one of the greatest blessings of true Spiritualism, 
that it tends totally to emancipate the mind from all

conventional falsities; and to concentrate human 
aspirations and efforts upon the pursuit of the naked 
Truth. Let it be found in what guise it may;—even if 
it turn upon us, overthrowing and shattering the idols 
of the past, many of which we have been trained to 
worship ;—even if, at first, it hear an aspect strange to 
eyes not yet quite strong and healthy enough to endure 
the full blaze of light;—let us go forward with cheerful 
courage, seeking for it, as for a most precious jewel, 
with singleness of heart. The world may point the 
finger of scorn at ns; may pronounce us enslaved to a 
degrading superstition; may regard our happy sense of 
freedom as a dark delusion, and as inducing a fatal 
paralysis of spiritual life. We need not either fear its 
frowns or court its smiles. The upright, enlightened, 
and far-sighted, well know that a great tide of thought 
has long been setting in our direction ; and that multi
tudes of minds who are ignorant of, or who are not 
yet quite prepared to accept our phenomena, are in 
sympathy with an intellectual freedom like ours; and 
are ripening for its full enjoyment in process of time.

Coming to the immediate consideration of our theme, 
we haye, iu the first place, to inquire what is commonly 
meant by Natural Religion, and what by Revealed Religion: 
and, secondly, to judge whether the customary notions 
attached to the use of the words are right.

In converse with such as are conventionally regarded 
as the orthodox, or in reading any literature of the like 
savor, it will soon be discovered that these descriptive 
titles are understood to convey the idea of contrast and 
mutual exclusion. In this aspect, and as regards 
doctrine, Religion is held to be a particular mode of 
apprehending the Divine Personality and manifestations, 
the spiritual condition of man, the relation in which the 
soul stands toward God, and the conditions upon which 
human salvation can be secured. As regards practice, 
Religion is held to consist in the application of such 
beliefs to the regulation of life. The use of the word 
is also occasionally extended so as to cover a particular 
form of ritual, or a pious tendency of mind, or self- 
devotion to asceticism. Consistently with these ideas, 
a sharp line of distinction is drawn between those dog
matic views which are supposed to be naturally evolved 
by the unassisted efforts of the human mind, with their 
natural ultimatums, and those truths which are supposed 
to have been fruperaaturally vouchsafed to man, with 
their supernatural ultimations.

The former are of the order generally understood as 
comprising Natural Religion, which, as popularly



regarded, may be defined as being the unenlightened 
aspirations, beliefs, and ceremonial practices of “ the 
heathen,”—those who, being assumed to be outside the 
effective sphere of u Revelation,”  are “  a law unto 
themselves;” 1—groping blindly in the dark for some
thing of truth and of good; but with no trustworthy 
beacon* light to illumine their way over the pathless 
waters to the Heaven of “  the saved.”

The latter class of teachings constitute “  Revealed 
Religion,” which is assumed to be a stream of truth 
proceeding, either immediately, or by direct angelic 
agency, m personal communications from God, mira
culously confided to a few selected individuals, and, by 
them, under Divine superintendence, embodied in 
certain writings which, hence, are credited with infalli
ble authority, or, at the very least, are regarded as 
immeasurably pre-eminent among kindred works. There 
are, as we all know, many of these sacred books 
severally occupying this place in the estimation of the 
different classes of believers by whom they are, or once 
were, received with a reverence akin to idolatry. Such 
narrow and exclusive conceptions of tho channel of 
revelation have sadly stunted the growth of those broad 
and generous views which can alone be bom of a loving 
and impartial study of all the Divine methods and 
manifestations that come within the ken. Here have 
lurked in their native gloom that odious demon, Bigotry, 
with all her hellish brood. Nor will they be exter
minated until the genial light of Heaven shall dissipate 
the darkness, and the artificial wall of separation wnich 
frowns over the edge of the gulf between things’ 
called M sacred ” and those called “ profane or secular’ 
shall be cast into it, and shall level it with the ground* 
Then a great u highway shall be there,” 2 for the multi
tudinous ministries of man : these now antithetic words 
shall come to indicate only the more interior and ex
terior phases of the same divine life: “  Ephraim shall 
not then envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex 
Ephraim: ” 3 in fine—and with a noble scope of appli
cation—men shall perceive the full import of the high 
poetic prophecy, that “  the kingdoms of the world 
shall become the kingdoms of the Lord;” 1 and when 
“  every pot shall be Holiness unto the Lord.” 3

Let us now turn away from traditional notions, and 
consider the facts of the matter, as far as we are able to 
apprehend them.

From forgotten times there has existed either a 
tradition or a suspicion that man has been the subject 
of a change of condition involving a process of degra
dation. It has been customary to designate this change 
(which is recognized in all the great religious systems 
of the world) by the name of “  The Fall.”

Various have been, and are, the theories as to the 
cause and character of this untoward event. Some— 
the literalists—believe in an abiding curse suddenly 
entailed on mankind by a single act of disobedience 
committed by a primal pair. Others trace the chain of 
evil back to its origin in the pre-adamite rebellion of 
Lucifer in the highest spiritual sphere. Yet another 
school, regarding the biblical tale ot Eden as an allegory, 
holds that some of the earlier races of mankind lived in 
a golden age of innocence, leading lives diviner than 
ours; and thence had greater freedom of communion 
with the spiritual world; but that, as they and their 
descendants became more and more earthly, in process 
of time they forfeited their first estate, and their spiri
tual sight graduallv became. dimmed, even almost to 
utter extinction, until, by slow degrees, this prolonged 
process of degeneration sounded the bottom, and the 
means of regeneration were, in fulness of time, merci
fully provided for helpless man, whereby he might be 
restored, if he would, to his lost position. Lastly, the 
theosophists of the East—with whose beliefs some of 
the bolder Spiritualists unite—teach that * the Fall ”  
means the descent of the pre-existent spirit of man into
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mortal flesh: that this spirit,—according to some a 
native of the skies, and dwelling in original glory; or, 
as others believe, having attained an advanced position 
in the spirit spheres, through a previous series of incar
nations,—becoming discontented with its lot, and lust
ing to possess—or, perhaps, in the process of evolution, 
to re-possess—a terrestrial body, that it might enjoy 
many experiences not proper to its separate condition, 
sought, and ever seeks, incarnation or re-incarnation: 
and ttat thus, every one born into the world is, in his 
and her own proper person, a subject of this u Fall.”

It will be noted that, howmuchsoever these theories 
differ between themselves, “they agree in involving the 
conviction that man is not all that he might be. A 
belief so universally prevalent cannot but have some 
foundation in facts—much as those facts may have been 
misunderstood. I will not presume to dogmatize upon 
causes in connexion with a Subject so profound; nor is 
it necessary for us now to separate the elements of 
truth that may inhere in these speculations. Suffice it, 
for practical purposes, that we hold the belief, springing 
from our deepest intuitions, that “ all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God ;” 6 that the condition 
of the creature, man, stands in need of improvement; 
and that he is capable of that improvement. Where, 
otherwise, would there be room for eternal progression? 
When applied to the career of “  man, the noblest work 
of God,” 7 that phrase would be but a form of words 
without meaning. Brethren! he is indeed a bearer of 
good tidings who trumpets forth to the world this most 
blessed ana divine doctrine. Such an one is content 
to take man as he finds him. Save as a matter of 
speculative interest, he cares little to inquire how he 
came to be as he is. He realizes the necessity that an 
immortal being, whose best aspirations cannot be satis
fied here, must be destined to advance toward a future 
fulfilment of them: and, with him, Religion includes 
everything which helps to raise the creature nearer to 
the Creator,—a process as plainly possible as it is 
desirable. In interpreting this process, it is clear that 
it ean by no means be confined to the holding of 
certain tenets; nor to the observance of prescribed 
ceremonial forms; nor to the practice of periodic acts 
of worship. These, on the whole, occupy but a small 
rraction ot our attention, or of our time. Let us widen 
our thoughts, and say with Swedenborg, that “ the life 
of Religion is to do good.”

What is good? The Churches will answer, that 
God created everything good; but that the order of 
Nature was reversed, and ruin followed the entry of 
evil at “ the Fall;” since which time, “ the whole 
world lieth in wickedness ;” d “ the imagination of 
man’s heart is evil from his youth ;” d ana, in effect, 
man says to “  evil, be thou my good !” i 0 It has been 
assumed that the whole order of things was overthrown 
by the disobedience of Eden; that deeds, intrinsically 
good, are, when done by the unregenerate, doubly 
sinful; and that it is impossible for such to keep the 
law. Hence, the necessity for the orthodox doctrine of 
the Incarnation, whereby atonement is made once for 
all for the sins of the whole world. Consistently with 
this belief, it is held that no act or thing can be good 
until it is miraculously sanctified by belief in a personal 
and only Son of God. This is one extreme view. Tho 
opposite one is held by a school of thinkers who regard 
that which we call evil as but a form of good;—or, 
rather, perhaps, as some would prefer to say, as a 
negation, or deprivation of good, which last alone is 
regarded by these as an entity, and positive. Between 
these two extremes lies a middle view,—the one pre
vailing outside the Churches,—that the popular mode 
of regarding good and evil as opposing forces,—the 
former alone being lovely and desirable, the latter, bad 
and abominable,—is true: that these qualities are 
sometimes positive and sometimes relative: and that
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they have no essential connexion with the churchman’s 
dogmatic figments. To do an act of kindness is good, 
especially if the motive be generous, and the act be 
wise; it being of no real consequence whether the doer 
be the most orthodox of Christians, or the most in
veterate of Freethinkers.

But whether it be, as Pope says, that “ whatever is, 
is right ;”u or, as expressed by R. W. Emerson, that 
(i man, though in brothelŝ  or jails, or on gibbets, is on 
his way to all that is good and true;” 13 or whether 
we chime in with Mr. William White, and say that 
“ damnation is but another name for salvation;” 13 
—views which obliterate the distinctions contrasting 
good and evil;—we are in no wise hindered from 
accepting the doctrine of progress: for what may 
rightly be a man’s work to-day may not be such 
to-morrow: and there is no law which condemns the 
evil-doer to its perpetual practice;—nothing to prevent 
him, if his will or his destiny so determine, from being 
himself transformed, or, in other phrase, converted.

But, as the life of Religion is to do good, we cannot 
limit our view of it by regarding it as solely directed 
toward the extirpation of evil. This would imply that 
it could have no proper function in a state where evil 
is unknown. That, however, it will be more healthy 
and active, the farther advanced in the way of good
ness the soul is, it is not only reasonable to suppose, but 
impossible to doubt.

So far, then, as to the general theory of the conditions 
calling for the cultivation of Religion. As I said on 
another occasion, (and this truth will bear frequent 
reiteration), it is essentially a life,—a mode of life which 
binds us consciously to God. As such, it is subject to 
the usual conditions of life. It may grow, or it may 
decay; it may be healthy or morbid, strong or weak. 
Evfen so, it may be fed or starved, nourished or poisoned. 
But the food by which life is supported is not the life 
itself; and can become such only by being assimilated 
and transformed by the mysterious operations of the 
spiritual chemisty. Hence, there can be no such thing 
as Revealed Religion. The term is a misnomer, loosely 
applied to designate that which correctly should be 
denominated Revealed Truth, or, shortly, Revelation.

Religion, then, being a life, wherein does its motive 
power reside ? The immediate instigation to a true 
religious life is supplied by the sentiment—sometimes 
becoming a passion—of aspiration. This originates in a 
perception of the reality and besuty of goodness and 
truth; and, whether these be regarded as abstract 
entities, or as attributes of a supreme personal Deify, is 
of little moral consequence. The theist, the pantheist, 
and the atheist may here be upon the same level: it is 
but a matter of speculation,—of the head, not of the 
heart,—which of them is right in his notion of God. 
Man is much more concerned with the realities of his 
own condition, and with methods whereby he may live 
and be happy, than he can possibly be with theories as 
to the being and attributes of that Eternal Source of 
Goodness, Wisdom, and Power, whom no eye hath seen 
personally individualized.

u But seeing that men are gods,” 1 ?—ie ., that some
thing of God dwells in every human being as a vital 
spark,—these aspirations may be spontaneous ; or they 
may be developed by experience; or they may remain 
latent until, inspired by the agents of an inward reve
lation, they suddenly assume conscious forms. Some 
there are, of whom it may be said that they were born 
good. It is in their blood. They gravitate, as with a 
native instinct, toward all that is u lovely, and of good 
report.” 15 Such have inherited the religious tempera
ment, which is ready to spring into activity on the 
slightest suggestion. Others—the great majority—
need to be industriously taught the doctrines of virtue; 
to be kept en rapport with those who can sustain them

11 Essay on Man. 1 2 Representative Men, Art. Swedenborg.
19 Other World Order. 14 BO bine, Aurora, ch. xxil.
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in rectitude; while not a few are so slow of heart, that 
they can be aroused only by something like a spiritual 
earthquake.

There are four chief sources of spiritual strength, 
enlightenment, and growth ; but as they never appear 
to act singly and quite independently, it is in practice 
impossible to separate them by a sharp line of definition.

(1) They may originate within, simply by the evolu
tion of powers inherent in the individual. These 
capacities, being of the very essence of Religion,—the 
inherited ground and seed-bed of the character,—must 
always be fundamental factors of every form of religious 
life: and, with respect to the individual, these alone, 
with their developments, should be identified with 
Natural Religion.

- (2) These faculties may be aroused by direct appeals
from our brethren in the flesh, either in the form of 

rivate counsel or public preaching. These are often 
orne in upon the apprehension on the waves of a 

spiritual, personal contagion, sometimes so strong 
(especially when intensified by numbers) that the 
verbal transmission of enlightening thought is eclipsed 
by a more potent impregnation of spiritual power and 
feeling. If these influences have no origin outside of 
the individuals who exert them, then, by an extension 
of scope, we have a Natural Religion developed socially; 
while, at the same time, as respects the les3 enlightened 
persons of the community, the higher influences passing 
to them from the more enlightened, though natural to 
these, will to the former take the form of a Revelation.

(3) The same results may be promoted by inspira
tions from invisible agencies, breathed into the con
sciousness of the inner man, stirring up unwonted 
convictions, desires, resolves, and affections. They are 
apt to steal in amid the stillness of the flesh; and may 
come into conflict with traditional teachings, and with 
hitherto cherished beliefs. But they often come with 
power, convincing the mind, and twining themselves 
around the heart with such persuasive force and genial 
warmth, that they are recognized as bearing the stamp 
of truth—the mark of God—upon them. To such 
inspirations we may fitly apply the name of Inward 
Revelation.

It is perhaps impossible for the keenest insight to 
distinguish with certainty between the spontaneous 
mental processes first above referred to, and those 
which are aroused by inward revelation : but this need 
not prevent the conclusion that these distinctions really 
exist; for, otherwise, what becomes of human self-hood?

(4) These vital actions may also be assisted by
communications in the form of manifestations causing 
sensible impressions affecting the inner man indirectly 
through the outer. These—which may be called
External Revelations—are the only ones dealing with 
matters that otherwise might remain beyond the reach 
of man’s natural powers of discovery. To such the 
traditional thought of the Churches attaches the idea 
of supreme importance; and upon such are, for the 
most part, founded the doctrines of the several creeds, 
which are supposed by those who receive them to be a 
precipitate of essential religious truth,—and, hence, to 
claim assent, as a test of orthodoxy, if not of being in 
a salvable state.

On consideration, it will be evident that there is this 
real distinction between the first three of these agencies 
and the last. The former appeal to the intuitive 
faculties for verification, and, hence, are universal in 
their bearing. The latter, being circumstantial, their 
credibility can be established only by the production 
of adequate evidence. As respects the supposed 
historical events and teachings which form the staple 
of the popular religions the world over, every deeply 
instructed student knows how impossible it is, for the 
masses at least, to form any independent judgment 
upon them, except in so far as they embody truths 
which appeal to the inward mind: and, to all who 
realize this, it will be clear that the important thing is 
not that op which the Churches lay so much stress, bq<j



that which the Spirit of Truth commends to our 
common faculties of apprehension.

It is clear that no special external manifestation 
is needed to show to man that to be good is, in the long 
run, to be happy;—that goodness is beautiful, and 
happiness desirable. His own intuitions may be healthy 
anc lively enough to do that: but, at the most, such 
convictions need ask no other origin than the common 
experience of human life. That people are so slow to 
profit by this experience, is no argument against its 
sufficiency: the defect is due to inherited tendencies 
which too often bear an evil and antagonistic sway. 
Thus, this experience may be lpng ages in bearing fine 
fruit; but the activities abide; anc progress is but a 
question of time. Whence have originated all those 
reforms, political, social, ecclesiastical, and scientific 
which have begun so greatly to ameliorate the lot of 
mankind in modem times;—those numerous charities, 
public and private, which so pantingly strive to cover, 
if not to lessen or remove, the great mass of human 
misery still remaining in the world;—those personal 
and social amenities which have so largely replaced the 
barbarisms of the past;—that softening of religious 
rancour which is so hopeful a feature of these latter 
years ? It is common to father all such reforms upon 
the Bible, on the Churches, on the influence of Christ
ianity. All these, it is true, have made their mark; 
though, unhappily, a mark sometimes more injurious 
than blessed, because both the Bible and Christianity 
have been greatly misunderstood; and the Churches 
have sometimes done the devils’ work. It is not to 
these that we must chiefly look. The great upheaval 
of modern times (which have entered into the labors 
of all former ages) has worked mainly by inner and 
hidden processes, in which the angel part of embodied 
humanity has been a willing co-actor with the angels 
of Heaven in spreading the Kingdom of God in the 
Earth.

The ordinary idea attached to Revelation implies 
that it is something exceptional; for it is supposed to 
have been vouchsafed only occasionally, and to parti
cular persons. To hold, as the “  orthodox ” do, that its 
®ra and primary channels were limited to a few 
centuries of the vast period during which this globe 
has been inhabited by man, and to a score or so of 
individuals living within the older historic period, is to 
narrow the scope and weaken the vital bearings of 
Revelation to a dangerous degree;—of which result, the 
historical scepticism of the present day, with its con
sequent eclipse of theologic faith, is evidence enough. 
We, of course, hold very different views,—and, d priori, 
the only reasonable ones,—viz., that God grants to man, 
in every age, such evidences of those things which are 
beyond the common ken as will suffice to cheer him on 
his way through life, by opening to him glimpses of his 
happy heritage in the higher worlds ;. enabling him to 
view their scenery, hear the tones of their music and 
speech, hold converse with their inhabitants, be 
instructed by them as to the conditions of their pre
sent, and our future existence, and receive advice as to 
our conduct in the earth-life. There is not a nation— 
perhaps not a tribe—hardly even a family—on the 
earth that could not testify, if they would but see it 
so, to the opening to them of the Spiritual World. The 
experiences of “ Moses and the Prophets,” of Apostles 
and Evangelists, can be paralleled by those of the un
tutored savage. “ He hath not left Himself without 
witness ” 16 to all: but to every race—nay, to every 
individual—that witness comes in peculiar guise, ever 
adapting itself to their capacities, idiosyncrasies, and 
receptive forms. That this, as an accessory means of 
promoting the happiness of man, may become of incal
culable value, no right-minded person will be found to 
deny : but I do it no wrong in regarding it—as man is 
at present conditioned—as a boon of secondary worth, 
adapted to corroborate, strengthen, and expand our

i « Acts., xiv., 17.

otherwise derived knowledge which, being attainable 
more at first-hand, as it were, from or through the depths 
of our own intuitional nature, and by an industrious 
use of our powers of observation and reason, is not 
occasionally out constantly available.

It being an established fact that to this flexibility of 
revelation is always superadded a measure of incertitude 
as to the unmixea truth of communications supposed to 
be received from the spirit-realm,—it is absurd for any 
people to claim to be the exclusive trustees for the 
world of the teachings of the skies. That there should 
be degrees of scope and quality between different reve
lations, corresponding to those existing between their 
recipients, it is natural to believe. But let ns cease to 
credit any revelation made to our forefathers or to our
selves with an authority from which there is to be no 
appeal. Such a perfect code of truth could not yet be 
given to man, because the race is not yet ripe to 
receive it. Meanwhile, the dispensations of every age 
are graduated in accordance with their needs.

What may await the earth-dwellers in the far future, 
I know not: but I join in the hope—nay, I share in 
the belief—that when our descendants shall have passed 
through the purifications of many faithful and en
lightened generations, the Heavens may be so generally 
opened to them, while walking the earth, that the 
refractions distorting and blurring the spiritual experi
ences of the past and the present will be to a great 
extent removed ; and they snail talk with angels face 
to face, as naturally as we now converse with our fellow- 
men. Then, the communion between the. two worlds 
being assimilated to that of each within itself, the sub
jects of Revelation will be removed into higher and 
higher regions of the unknown; and such communica
tions as those now called by that name, becoming quite 
natural and familiar, will cease to be any longer regarded 
as revelations. Whether the uncertainties which ever 
attach to our intercourse with the unseen will still 
cling, in like manner, to the ever-heightening com
munion with those still beyond us, is a matter on which 
I care not now to speculate. Surely it will suffice, if  
we are willing to receive truth in all humility, in such 
fragments and by such modes as we can obtain it, 
adulterated, though it always is, with dross which it 
should be our business to separate, as best we may. 
Shall imperfect man expect to reach perfection in any
thing at one single bound P Then would there be a 
danger that he might attain to a state in which there 
should be no more worlds to conquer; when there 
would no longer be any incentive to effort. But, as it 
seems to be a law of life that to stand still is to retro
grade, this might be the signal for another “ Fall ”  
which, if unchecked, might have disastrous results. 
Let us thank God that there is no such thing as finality, 
either here or hereafter: and take comfort in the assur
ance that, in every stage of his progress, a man shall 
be judged by what he nath, and not by what he hath 
not.

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.
T H E  S E L F -C O N T R A D IC T IO N S  O F T H E  B IB L E .

A  Control by “  R ev. R obert T aylor.”
Recorded by A . T . T . P., February 1 ,  1884.

[The Medium, who in tranoe dictates these communications 
is an uneducated working man.]

The Sensitive, under control, said :—
The purpose of my Control to-night, is respecting this book, 

whioh I impressed the Sensitive to place in his pocket, which, 
although taking np suoh a little space, has caused suoh a world 
of trouble.

Here the Sensitive took out of his pocket, and placed on 
the table, a small pocket bible.

1 have considered it needful to lay a basis or foundation, in 
treating the Bible as a wliole, in order that I may the more 
effectually speak of its different portions. The same company 
is around me to-night, and betrays anxiety respecting the 
manner in which I intend to speak of this volume. I f they



consider that I am going to indulge In ooarse invective, then 
they misjudge me. If they think that I am going to destroy 
the hopes of the simple, ill-educated sons of toil, who are 
oheered in their hard lives by that which they consider impious 
to discredit, and sinful even to hold scruples on, they are 
wrong. Not one word of mine shall shake the simple faith 

# %with which they are filled to fulness; that faith which the 
orthodox Gospel has placed in their hearts, I  would not des
troy : I would hesitate to interfere with their quiet and unas
suming faith. There is a saoredness in ignorance; they have 
never been educated, and too many of them are too old in 
earth-life for me to interfere with what they have accepted in 
tears and blood.

But these are only the lower classes of the orthodox, and 
even the Ohuroh holds but few of their number within its fold. 
But there are others who are of more intellectual culture, and 
I  must not let these pass me without a warning; for their 
orthodoxy has another name in the Eye of God, that name 
being Hypocrisy, and in taking from them all priestly assump
tion, I will give them a new revelation, one not proceeding 
from myself; not proceeding from the guides of the Recorder; 
not proceeding from “  Busins, the Anoient of Days,” or from 
any down to the last who have given up the breath of life; 
but proceeding from God himself. If  I  do not make this reve
lation dear, it is because I have missed doing so through 
inability ; not because there is any fault in the revelation itself. 
Let us take this, which is held to be divine, holy, and infallible 
by ihe orthodox divines.

That which is infallible, must be truthful; for Truth alone 
is unchangeable, and that cannot be truthful which is contra
dictory. Now by these two evident logioal facts, let us in our 
appeal to reason treat of this volume. 44He that adds to or 
takes from it is accursed.” This assumption is clear, that it is 
in itself perfect for all time, and not alone perfect as a whole; 
but perfect in all its parts. This is your opinion, ye Divines 
of the past. This is your opinion, ye, who are raising your 
voices respecting the religious conflict now raging, whether it 
be in the smaller world of the Spiritualists, which has its 
faithful exponents in the “  Maries ” and 44 Lilies ’* of the spirit- 
world, or Whether it be in tho large world of those who profess 
Christianity. In whatever name it may clothe itself, whether 
that of the Roman Catholic Church, of any order, be that either 
of the Cross, or the Sepulchre, it matters not which, or whether 
it be in the lowest of dissenters amongst those the most primi
tive of Primitive Methodists, all agree that the book is perfect; 
that it is divine; that it is infallible.

I say that it is wrong in its opening words. “  In the begin
ning God created the firmament.” Where is the firmament, and 
how is it described ? The firmament is described 44 as placed in 
the midst of the water, dividing the water from the water” ; an 
actual creation, so says the writer, as actual as the earth itself. 
Again, its last words are like its beginning, false: in St. John’s 
Revelation it is rendered, 44 Surely I come quickly;” but since 
John penned these words, centuries have passed, but they still 
remain unfulfilled.

Do not let those, who revere this book, suppose I am going 
to detract from its actual merit. There it is, and some of its 
portions stand unsurpassed in pathos and sweetness: in that it 
stands peerlessly alone; but what I do maintain is, that it is 
a record of spiritual communications given to a narrow-minded, 
bigoted race, in times of illiterate darkness and universal igno- 
ranoe. Take, for instance, its first portion; it contains the 
most inhuman code of laws that ever the mind of man con
ceived. Take, also, the teaching later on, of Jesus, the 
Nazarene, whom ye call your Redeemer. He sanctioned the 
Law, he came not to break it, and that law condemned heretics 
to death. I  can sympathize with its expressions of human 
weariness and sorrow, and will acknowledge that there is an 
universal human hope of redemption from degradation ; and 
in no other literature, be it Egyptian, be it Grecian, or that of 
the Latin conquering race, is there anything in their literature 
that can describe such a want, so well as this volume does.

There is now another and a nobler revelation than that of 
the Hebrew Nation. It is made through the sacred principles 
of God’8 unfailing laws. This great revelation, inexhaustible 
in its character, was first owned by the Egyptian Sages, and 
transmitted by them to the Ancient Greeks. To these races it 
was given to trace and unfold the principles of God’s governing 
Law, and to us there is given the God-ordained method, to 
procure humanity’s progressive greatness and happiness, by 
the observation of Nature’s Laws given to man through the 
sciences of Astronomy, Arithmetic, Geometry and Logic.

The day has dawned, ye Priests of the past and ye the 
Priests of to-day, that humanity will no longer be governed by 
miracles and dreams, but will rise to the knowledge of the 
eternal God, as being their guide and their helper under every 
affliction; at the last, overcoming even death itself. Ye 
counsellors of the priests of to-day, ye guides and governors, 
will ye accept the revelation which leads to God, or hold to the 
revelation of the Hebrew, that has misled humanity for oentu- 
ries to that which promises salvation only to the elect, or to 
that revelation which promises redemption forall. I ask you, 
Which is true ? You know; you ought to answer, for there are 
fairer worlds waiting to receive you.

How unlike is this new revelation to that, tho old, which

threatens with curses, and all manners of plagues, him that 
adds to, or takeB from the words of this book ! This other 
revelation, which was given to man at his creation, has led the 
souls of men from shallow idolatry in every generation, into 
clearer and broader paths of truth, with a progressive forward
ness from discovery to discovery, from law to law, ever onward 
towards everlasting truth. God: this revelation describes him 
best as Eternal Law.

Beware, ye Divines! my appeal is directed to your reason. 
In this volume God is described as interested in the shaping 
of Aaron’s coat, and in the particular designs of the Taber
nacle’s curtains. Is this an advance on heathen thought, as 
you so audaciously termed it ? Their opinion of God led to the 
morality of a Socrates, rose to Euolid’s geometry, and reared 
itself to the wonderful glory of the Acropolis, and it has gone 
on unfolding itself, despite the infallibility of this volume; 
despite the faggot, the bonds, the dungeon, and even death in 
every form; it has gone on unfolding itself, until science, 
through the higher revelation ories, 44 Stand aside from our 
path, ye Theologians; our watchword is Progress.

It i9 a palpable reality to-day; it has revolutionized the 
condition of universal humanity. It will go on unfolding new 
truth. If  this, the old, stood the tests of God’s laws, which 
are based on order and truthfulness, then would I fight for it 
as much as you do; but every discovery made known to 
humanity, through God’s laws, condemns the utterances of this 
infallible work, and makes its infallible statements mere pre
tentious ones. Its morality is one that is past and gone, and I 
pray to God again for ever. It has come down through cen
turies of time; through the narrow river it has floated down 
to the mighty sea of the present. It wanted a great deal of 
buoying up during its transit down the passing river of time. 
Orthodoxy did its best by preaching, teaching, and persecuting, 
and other means, to keep it in a buoyant state; but it has 
reached the open ocean now, where it will meet with adverse 
winds in the shape of clashing opinions.

We can come back now; we who have seen and tried and 
tasted the new revelation; and I say that during five thousand 
years man’s destiny has ohanged ; man's morality, men’s hopes 
have changed, the Bible has remained unchanged; nothing 
added, and nothing taken from it, by the masses at all events. 
The communications which it contains were bad, even in those 
bad times. It becomes an absurdity to offer them in their 
entirety to men of the present day. Let us bring modern rea
son to bear on it, tempering our judgment with discretion. 
Here in the first book of the Pentateuch, supposed to have been 
written by Moses, a God-appointed man, he gives a description 
of the creation of man ; “  God made Adam, created him in His 
own image.” After the first man’s fall, the writer makes God 
to say, 41 Behold, he has beoome like one of us.’’

I  will not dwell long on those few appeals to modern reason. 
The foundation of original sin is a contradiction. The tree of 
good and evil, and of God’s warning, 44 that on the day thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die;” he did eat thereof, but he 
did not die, according to the writer, for a thousand of years 
afterwards. Torn then to the Patriarch Jacob, the well-beloved 
of God. Moses, the writer, says, that he and Jacob saw God 
face to face. Ye Divines, have ye seen him? Jesus, the 
Nazarene, and his follower, John, the son of Zebedee, both 
distinctly say, 44 No man hath ever seen God at any time.” 
Bat here on Mount Horeb, Moses, the writer, his brother Aaron, 
Nadab, and Abihu, with seventy of the elders of the people, 
saw God. Moses again whilst praying received ocular demon
stration of God, the Jehovah, favouring him with a view of 
His baok, as a front view would have been fatal. I  am speak
ing in reverence; praying, that the great God may keep me 
from satirizing the Spiritualists in past ages. Your infallible 
writer says, 44 that God repented that He had made man, 
and it grieved Him to His heart.” The follower of Jesus of 
Nazareth, James, writes: 44God is the Father of life, with 
whom there is no variableness nor shadow of turning.” One 
of tne commandments alleged to be written by the finger of 
God, states, 44 Thou shalt not kill;” but Samuel, a Prophet of 
God, distinctly orders, whilst he was ruling the people of 
Israel, 44 them utterly to destroy and slay, both women and 
men, infant and sucklings.” The well-beloved follower of 
Jesus of Nazareth (whom ye Divines call God), I  mean Peter, 
says: 44 God is not a respecter of persons, but of character.” 
The learned Paul, who was originally Saul of Tarsus, said, 
that God is a respecter of persons, and quotes his own words: 
44JaoobhaveI loved, and Esau have 1  hated, and a little 
further on he says: 44 That God saves or condemns quite irres
pective of character.” One of the prophets of God, Ezekiel, 
says: 44 The child shall not bear the iniquity of the father.” 
But the oommandment given on Mount Horeb states: 44 That 
the iniquity of the father is visited on the children, even to the 
third and fourth generation.” But it is in the newer revelation, 
that the greatest oonflict is kept up by these Evangelical 
writers, so that people to-day are raising their voices in angry 
contention. Be it so ; let reason appeal to the teachings of 
the ill-educated but earnest Nazarene. In one place he says, 
that good works are to be done in secret, that the left hand is 
not to know what the right hand doeth ; a little later on he 
says, 44 let your light so shine before men that they see your 
good works.”



The genealogy of the Nazarene has been oarefnlly traoed 
upwards and downward to Joseph as his undoubted father. 
He was known by the neighbours of his parents, who said of 
him : “  Is not this Jesus, whose father and mother we know ?” 
and Mary, his mother, pointed out Joseph to Jesus himself as 
his father. Then, what need of the wonderful annunciation 
story by the Physician, Luke ? or the wonderful and incredible 
colloquy between Mary and the angel? Again, the well- 
beloved follower said: “  God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believed in him should 
not perish.” Later on he says: u That if any man loves the 
world the love of God is not in him.” The writer, St. Matthew, 
makes Jesus to say: “  Blessed are the peace-makers ; blessed 
are the merciful; I am come to seek and to save that which 
was lost” But when the warrior of Israel, Joshua, entered 
the promised land; when he entered Canaan; God said: 
“  Destroy all ipen and all women, young and old, with the 
edge of the sword, leaving none throughout the land, destroy

in g  all that breathed;” but before be commenced this inhuman 
and villainous work he saw the appearance of God’s arm 
standing before him with bis drawn sword, urging aq4  en
couraging him in this inhuman work.

Ye Divines, ye have challenged me to show contradictions, 
so that I may prove, that these diversified descriptions touch 
not on the faot of a real redeemer, but are Eastern legend; 
and, consequently, I  am taking the most favoured and most 
often quoted verses in the volume. Take the next one, “  Peace 
I  leave with you; my peace I give unto you.” Says John: 
u Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace and good
will towards men,” sang the angels at his birth. A  little later 
on he says: “ I am come to send fire on earth; the brother 
shall deliver up the brother to death ; and the father the child, 
and the child shall go against the parents, causing them to be 
put to death. I  am come to set a man at variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother.” And this is the 
book, on which you hold your authority, and it is this teaching 
that enables you to brand oar truthful teaching as misleading 
and lying. Almighty God ! I  thank Thee, that soul has clung 
to soul, breathing, in every human emotion, a knowledge of 
Thee. Ye priestly sophists I What is your will ? It is to 
bewilder men’s reason ; to abase humanity’s least emotion; to 
give war for peace ; to give covetousness for integrity.

I did not fear your hatred when on earth, although I found 
it bitterer than the venom of asps. I bore poverty and im
prisonment for the sake of truth; and I  deserved to live and 
to be allowed to work on this higher revelation, which will 
lead onward to eternal progression. Ye priests of the past, 
and of the present, who trade on affection, and on fear, who 
terrify to obtain usurped might and power; you are preaohing 
dogmas, and ye are either hypocrites, or are yourselves deceived 
by them.

0  ye, who have received knowledge of immortality: listen 
to my words, you who are engaged in this religious conflict, 
you who are fighting for a redeemer; listen to me: If  you 
believe that God inflicted agony and death to punish sin 
against himself, you are degrading your God!

Blessed be all the workers in this New Dispensation; blessed 
be all who are working bravely and boldly for a purer 
worship. What if it be an uphill task ? God whq approves of 
steadfast earnestness; of faithful goodness, and honest un
yielding truth, will surely reward him who thus offers Him 
the highest form of worship of which his soul is capable.

THE THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT.
A  N E W  T H E O S O P H IC A L  A S P E C T  TO  T H E  

T H E O L O G IC A L  C O N F L IC T .

By t h b  C o u n t e ss  o r  C a it h n e s s .

To the Editor o f the “ Medium and Daybreak.”

Sir,— You kindly allowed me so much space last week, 
thatvI  should almost fear to ask you for a little more, were it 
not that what I have to say,just at this moment when all 
our head8 are running upon Dupuis, and Melville, and Solar 
Cycles and Solar Myths, is really of the utmost general inte
rest to all the readers of the M ed ium .

It is strange, but no less strange than true, that it was I  
who first called Mr. Oxley’s attention to the book called 
44 V e r it a s ,”  which I  had studied assiduously day and night, 
under the guidance of Melville's best friend, and the present 
possessor of all his valuable manuscripts and original charts. 
I  was at that time quite as much interested in the work as 
Mr. Oxley is now, and was able to obtain Melville’s curious 
collection of letters addressed to 44 T h e  I g n o r a n t  L e a r n e d .”

I  was so much interested in the subject, that I  purchased 
the large work of Dupuis in the original French, with all the 
charts, tables, and engravings belonging to it, and which are 
sold separately. Suffice it to say that I  made a perfect study 
of the whole system, and no one knows better than I  do how 
to fix the Free-Mason’s triangle, and Bquare a double triangle

on the celestial chart, and how to find the R. A . and fit each 
into their places, than I  learned to do.

I  find Mr. Oxley very naturally remarks towards the end of 
his interesting chapter on Egypt, in last week’s M e d iu m , of 
7th March, that the question arises: 44 W h ic h , out of the 
many Messiahs, or Sun-Saviours, are true, and which are ^  
false ?”  and then he continues as follows: 44 The leading" 
incidents in the memoirs of Osiris, Buddha, Chrishna, and 
Jesus being identical in conception, but more or less varied 
in expression according to idiosyncrasies of their authors, the 
logical and true method is to regard one and all as allegorical 
symbols, clothed, not merely with an eclectic intellectuality, 
but vested with a moral power, that can affect the heart and 
conscience of men for good.”

In proof of the wisdom of this conclusion, I  think it a most 
curious and fortunate coincidence that the very day on which 
I read this chapter, I  chanced to stumble upon the following 
curious myth, which it is prophesied will be given to the 
world in the year 3,000 :—

44 According to tradition,” says the learned Professor o f 
the year 3,000, 44 the hero Napoleon Bonaparte was born on 
an island of the Mediterranean, as son of a certain Letitia.
It is recorded that he had three sisters and four brothers, o f 
whom three became kings; he also had two wives, one o f 
whom bore him a son. He ended a great revolution; had 
sixteen Marshals, of whom four were not active; he tri
umphed in the South; he wds vanquished in the North ; and 
he vanished amid the western seas after twelve years' reign 
begun in the East”

The Professor then goes on to point out how all this applies 
to the Sun. 44 With regard to the name : Napoleon is ob
viously a mutilation of Apollo, the Snn-God, or rather the 
purer Greek form ; for the Greeks really call the sun poeti
cally * A pollyo’ or 4 Apoleon,”— that is to say, exterminator. 
The initial letter N, is doubtless the abreviated form of Ne 
(val), the Greek affirmative, which pointed out that it was 
the true Apollo that was in question.

44 The second name, Bonaparte, means 4 good part,’ and 
therefore presupposes a second bad part It is clear that by 
this was meant day and night An ancient poet already says, 
speaking of the night, 4 A b i in madam partem .’ The sun 
which represents the day, is therefore rightly designated as 
Bonaparte. Napoleon was born on a Mediterranean island; 
so was Apollo, at Delos, which stands in the same relation to 
Greece that Coreica stands to France. The Gallicizing o f 
the Apolio myth is thus unmistakable.

44 Pausanias relates that the God Apollo was held in high 
regard in E gypt; of Napoleon, too, it is averred that the 
Egyptians greatly reverenced and feared him. All this suf
ficiently proves that Napoleon and Apollo were one and the 
same mythological figure.

44 But let us go further. Napoleon’s mother was named 
Letitia,— that is, J o y ; a poetical appellation for Aurora. 
And does not the dawn give to the world the sun ? Besides, 
let us remember that Apollo’s mother was called Leto (in 
Latin Latona), from which form, in the nineteenth century, 
Letitia was evolved, probably as a substantive of the verb 
Icetor, which means 4 to rejoice.’

44 When the legend maintains that the son of Letitia had 
three sisters, unquestionably the three, Graces are intended, 
who with their friends, the Muses, were Apollo’s inseparable 
companions. As to Napoleon’s four brothers, in  them we 
discern the four Seasons. Thus three of the brothers are 
said to have been kings. These are the Spring, which reigns 
over the flowers; the Summer, which reigns over the seeds; 
and the Autumn, which reigns over the fruits. And as these 
three seasons owe all their power to the Sun, they were made 
into brothers. The fourth brother does not reign; he, o f 
course, is Winter. This clearly appears when we remember 
that this fourth brother was said to be Prince of Oanino, after 
Napoleon’s fall. Canino is derived from the word cant, 
which means 4 white hairs.’ Now the snowy woods were 
called poetically 4 white hairs,' as the following verse proves:
4 Cum gelidus creicit canis in montibut humor* Therefore, 
this fourth brother is merely the personified winter, which 
comes to prominence when the three fairer seasons are driven 
away by the rude winds of the North. Thus we may find 
an easy interpretation of the words of the m yth : 4 A t the 
invasion of France by the rude sons of the North, the country 
was covered with a white banner, and Napoleon disappeared.’
This 4 white banner ’ is of course the winter snow.

44 By the wives of Napoleon, the earth and nioon must bn 
understood. Plutarch calls the Moon the consort of the Snn*



and the old Egyptians gave him the Earth for spouse. The 
Sun had no issue with the Moon, but conceived with the 
Earth, Horus, the son of Isis and Osiris. The latter repre
sents the field-fruits; and we therefore find that the son of 
Napoleon was bom on the 20th o f March, the Spring equinox; 
for in the Spring the field-fruits attain their greatest develop
ment Further,, it is averred that Napoleon made an end to 
the Hydra, or Revolution. This Hydra, or snake, is the 
Serpent Python, whose destruction is the first heroic deed of 
Apollo. The second word, revolution, comes from the Latin 
revolutus, and indicates that the snake was curled round 
itself, as is indeed actually to be seen in all antique represen
tations of the Python.

“  Again, it is said, that the great warrior had at the head 
of his army, twelve Marshals, and four others were at his 
disposition. I t  is easily perceived that these twelve Marshals 
only represent the twelve Signs of the Zodiac, which, under 
the command of the Sun, each led a division of the innumer
able starry host The four Marshals on the retired list, on 
the other hand, indicate the four quarters of the globe; 
which are thus excellently characterized as immovable amid 
the general movement All these Marshals are merely 
symbolical beings. When the legend relates that Napoleon 
gloriously marched through the lands of the South, to 
penetrate into the North and lose his strength, this again 
must be read as one of the peculiarities of the Sun, excellently 
indicated. The Sun is all powerful in the South; in the 
North he is weak. Out of this was evolved in the nineteenth 
century, the fable of the campaign of Moscow.

“ I f  another proof were needed, that in the Napoleon 
Myth there is only question of the Sun's course, it would be 
found in these words: * Napoleon reigned twelve years ; his 
empire began in the East and ended in the West.* It needs 

'  no reference to the fact that the Sun rises in the East, and 
after an empire of twelve hours, disappears in the West.**

The Professor then closes his address with these words :—
“  I f  we, then, resume our considerations regarding the 

hero's name, his descent, his family, his Marshals, his deeds, 
etc., we shall see that they evince, with irrefutable certainty, 
that Napoleon Bonaparte, concerning whom so much has 
been written, never existed. The error into which all 
scholars fell, sprang from the circumstance that they did not 
understand allegorical mythology, and took it for real 
history.”

It  is curious that Napoleon, the Myth of the Future, but 
whom we in the present still look upon as having really 
existed in human form, should also have gone into E g y pt , 
and gazed on the mysterious Sphinx, and— if report speaks 
truly— consulted the sibyls, and the soothsayers, and the 
Hermetic tables and books.

But after all, will it very much matter what they believe 
about him in the year 3000 ?
• The un-initiated will still say he was a great historical 
character of the nineteenth century, But the sb-called initiated 
will maintain the very reverse, and with good reason show 
how exactly his history fits into the celestial chart of all 
sublunary events.

And then will perhaps appear some very humble indi
vidual, a woman very likely— for, as I  have shown in my 
last, they are often more spiritual than men, probablv from 
not having been made of .the dnst of the earth,— and she will 
say to them :—

“  T ru e ; his history fits exactly into the celestial chart, 
and if you will study a very learned and deeply interesting 
book of past ages, called “  V e r it a s ,”  of which a copy has 
been preserved in the Museum of ancient Britain, you will 
find that the Histories, not only of Napoleon, and Apollo, and 
Hercules, and Antinous, and Bacchus, and Osiris, but even 
of Queen Elizabeth, and Marie Stuart, and Charles I., and 
Oliver Cromwell, and— <fcc., &c., & c . ; a l l  fit in, in the most 
marvellous and wonderful manner, and that the numbers of 
the degrees to which each corresponds are there to be found, 
for I  have had the patience to trace them all myself.

“  But then the question arose m my mind, whether after 
all this could be the grand knowledge that was so necessary 
to be kept secret, and therefore forbidden to be divulged, and 
whether the so-called initiated had really got hold of the 
right key that would unlock the mystery; because if the 
same celestial chart, like a great mirror, had ever served and 
will ever serve to reflect all the outward and physical events 
that pass upon this little planet,— since all that is of the 
physical is evanescent and subject to death, like the Letter 
which killeth, and since man is immortal and destined to live

for ever, like the Word of the Lord which giveth life,—  
surely that which is true must be for spirit alone, and not for 
perishable matter.

“  Perhaps there is a still more interior key,”  will say this 
good little woman to herself: “ a key which these great
philosophers have not yet found after a ll; a key which will 
fit this old lock, and give us the spiritual meaning, or thing 
signified by all this outside glitter, which, as one of these 
philosophers says, 'Philo, Origen, and Maimonides kept 
secret' Nay, I  remember having read that the latter went 
so far as to charge those who might accidentally discover it, 
to keep it secret, as the time had not yet come for it to be 
divulged.

“  But then came Melville, in the latter, part of the nine - . 
teenth century, and no longer bearing in mind the wise caution 
of Maimonides, he recklessly flung down the key he had 
discovered, and showed in this curious Book called ‘V e r i t a s ,* 
how the key fitted in the lock, and immediately it was taken 
up by one philosopher and scholar, and then by another, and 
made to turn round and round in the lock, to their great de
light and satisfaction; but for all that, the door still remained 
closed, and baffled all their endeavours; they could not get 
it open, so they contented themselves with always seeing the 
curious outside of i t : the picture alphabet of all things living, 
and that had ever lived.

“  But the picture alphabet is for children, and I, for one, 
am no longer a child! ” exclaims this good little woman. 
“  Nay, I  am tired of myths and stories which all teach me 
the same thing, viz., that it is cold in winter, and warm in 
summer, and that the com ripens in autumn under Ceres, or 
the Virgin, Spica and her Ear of C om ; and that Marie 
Stuart was a martyr to the cross, after having wedded with 
the Dauphin (or Dolphin), and so had her head chopped off 
at R .A . so-and-so (see ' V e r it a s ' for exact number of the 
degree), and that Queen Elizabeth was the daughter of Anne 
Boleyn, or Bull Eyne (see the Eye of the Bull on the chart), 
and rode through Smithfield with two bears in a cart, and 
there on the celestial chart behold them; or if you like it 
better, look up to the starry sky, and see Ursa Major and 
Ursa Minor, <fcc., &c. (see ‘ V eritas ’).

“  It’s all the same story over and over again, and what does 
it amount to after all ?

‘ ’Ti* bat a repetition of the past,
And history, with all her volumes vast,
Hath bat one page ? *

Surely it was not worth while making a mystery of such 
verities as these, which seem to me a good deal like what the 
French call fle Secret de Polichinelle,' which means no secret 
at all, or an open secret.

“  I f  this is the truth that it was so needful to veil in sym
bols, if this is the true interpretation of all Hermetic writings, 
andi the true base on which Bible myths were constructed, viz., 
in order to fit in to the Stellar Phenomena,’ it is after all a 
mighty innocent little secret But what does the myth of the 
Stellar Phenomena themselves fit into ? what does that picture 
alphabet'mapped out on the midnight heavens, which the poet 
has called—

* The starry scriptures of the sky

spell out in glittering letters to those who have learned to 
spell?

“ A h ! that’s the mb. Now I  have it, that phenomenal 
alphabet is after all but the earliest outward and visible sign 
of some inner and spiritual truth; therefore I  will set to 
work and try for more interior truth than the ancient Mel
ville discovered with his big key. I  will try to find the little 
golden key that will fit into, and turn in the golden lock, and 
unlock the secret door into the Sanctuary, the H o l y  o f  
H o l ie s . And then I  shall try tp get right inside and see the 
Golden Altar, and the Candlestick with seven Branches, and 
the Mercy Seat, and the Cherubim, and the Bride Herself, 
the Holy Virgin, Wisdom, whose Divine seed is really to 
crush the head of the Serpent, just as that woman and the 
child represent it in the constellation of Virgo, on the starry 
skies, who has her foot on the head of the great Dragon, and 
in the celestial chart of Melville in his “ V e r it a s ,”  and on 
the Zodiac in the Temple of Dendera, in Upper Egypt, and 
in many others to be found in the great Museum of Ancient 
Britain! ”

And— that brave spiritual-minded little woman of the 
year 3,000! She will be as good as her word— she will do 
i t ; she will find the golden key and open the door, and will 
se6 with her pure, confiding, spiritual eyes, all the mysteries

{Continued on poge 169)
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
Mr. Oxley’s work on “  Egypt1’ will be completed next week. 

It will be illustrated with engravings identifying the Egyptian 
with the Christian 44 Madonna and Child.”

Mr. Dy mond’s valuable paper oomes at an opportune time. 
It  failhfully points the direction in which Religion is to be 
looked for, and estimates at their proper value circumstantial 
occurrences and outside incidents. Christendom is full of 
atheism and unbelief, because the Churches put forward 
almanao matter as Spiritual Truth. The presumed 44facts” 
are seen to he false ; the spiritual intuitions are not cultured: 
and man is left in a state of intellectual negation and spiritual 
blindness.

The lack of interest evinced by the readers of the M e d ium  
on the existence of Jesus, may he inferred from the faot that 
though Mr. Peebles’s work on 44 Jesu s” was brought prom-

n y forward, yet only one copy was sold in consequence. 
The desire of the soul of man is for Spiritual Truths, not 
personal facts, even if their indisputable nature could he 
proved.

We have not checked the quotations given in the Control: 
they are just as dictated through the medium. The argument 
is pleasantly conducted, and sets forth the issue dearly. 
A. J .  Davis used to publish a pamphlet containing 144 self- 
contradictions of the Bible. Since Spiritualism came these 
criticisms are not made in opposition to religion, hut in its 
fayour.

Mr. Oogin, Diamond Fields, South Africa, has written to say 
that he thinks of taking the field as a lecturer on his system of 
development of mediums. Mr. Harms, Monkwearmouth, who 
has some healing power, would like to know more of Mr. 
Oogin’s system. A  Chicago reader thinks the matter so 
important, that he urges Mr. Oogin to give the modus 
operandi to the publio, for the benefit of those beyond his 
reach. It is possible that he may not he able to communicate 
the essentials by words, but only by his presence and direct 
effort.

By dint of great effort, we have been able to insert a com
munication from Lady Caithness, which came to hand unex
pectedly and rather late. We have been compelled to hold 
over a letter from 44 A Bible Student,” and other communications.

Lady Caithness’s letter reminds us of one which appeared in 
the M ed ium  a few months ago on 44 Names,”  showing that all 
our prominent spiritual workers have a remarkable symbology 
therein involved. Will they be found on the Star Charts, we 
wonder ? And are we to hold them as special objects of re
gard or execration? We fear we are all getting far too 
speculative. Will some one not step forward and bring us back 
to the Cne true Being ?

The pile of correspondence on the 41 Theological Conflict ” 
increases. In accordance with our principle of liberality, we 
continue to give precedence to those writers who are i Ion 
the Christian side of the question. We regret that occasionally

the interests of the Cause are sacrified; hut it must he remem
bered that sacrifice promotes spiritual oonquest.

The London correspondent of the44 Birmingham Daily Post ”  
gives a remarkable acoount of a seance by Mr. Bastian, before 
44 the Spiritualistic Society,’’•which Sooiety had the forethought 
to invite this penny-a-liner. The 44 Spiritualistic Society,”  
London, under various names, has done a great many things 
to discredit Spiritualism, and it still seems to be fertile In new  
resonroes for that purpose. Whatever this 44 Spiritualistic 
Sooiety ” may be, it does not in any way represent the notion 
of Spiritualists or the principles of 8 piritaalism*

From another equally extraordinary paragraph on Mrs. 
Marshall, lately deceased, and her mother-in-law, it is made 
to appear that from the effects of a private sitting with the 
elder Mrs. Marshall, Dr. Lardner wrote to the Boyal Society, 
44 that he should not dare to oppose the admission of Spiritism 
into the list of the powers of Nature.” Should this he like other 
random statements made in these paragraphs, very much 
reliance oannot he plaoed upon it.

Cur readers will see two debates on Spiritualism, announced 
in this week’s Med iu m . The first in point of time oomes off a t  
Birmingham, on March*# and 18, Mr. J .  W. Mahoney being 
the champion of our Cause, against an eminent Secularist. 
At Leeds, on Maroh 21, Mr. Colville will take part in a debate 
before the Debating Sooiety, at the Mechanics’ Institute. We 
hope Spiritualists will rally in full foroe at both places, so as 
to give their side an adequate share of that unseen influence 
which maintains the balance of power. Full particulars are 
given in another plaoe.

Our Bingley friends are circulating 1,000 of the tract—  
44 What is Spiritualism ? ” with Buies for Circle, as a hand-hill, 
with Mr. Colville's lecture on Friday, Maroh 21, announced at 
the top. The Sunday meetings are likewise announced.

Can an Atheist be a Spiritualist? There are so many 
44 gods ” in the world, that every human being is sure to be an 
atheist in respect to some of them. The Spiritualists of all 
ages have fought shy of the 14 gods,” hut they have all had 
an abiding Faith in the Great Spirit, the Creator and Sustainer, 
who imposes upon man no dogmas, but asks all his children 
simply to he obedient to the requirements of their eternal 
well-being. As far as we are true Spirtualists, we are 
Children in obedience and love, and onr conduct towards one 
another is an expression of worship towards the Parent of a l l : 
for to him we oan add nothing.

AN AN N IVER SAR Y HYMN LE A F.
We have been asked to get up a new Hymn Leaf for the 

forthcoming anniversary meetings. It will contain eight or 
nine hymns, according to length, at Is. per 100, or 1,000 for 10s. 
with announcement of local meetings at top. We will he glad 
if onr friends everywhere will suggest wbat numbers in the 
“ Lyre ” they would prefer, that we may make a selection to 
suit all. We will be glad of suggestions and orders at onoe, 
that we may have all things in preparation to meet require
ments. ---------- + ----------

AN AN N IVER SAR Y NUMBER OF TH E “ M EDIUM ”
We have still in view the proposal to publish an Anniversary 

Number of the M e d iu m , containing Miss Dale Owen’s Lecture, 
and other anniversary matter, and it will be a most excellent 
dooument for extensive circulation amongst the people at 
large. We w ill not put it in a wrapper, but rather solicit 
orders at distribution price, that thousands may he enabled to 
hear the glad tidings. We will supply 500 for 21s., carriage 
extra, and sm aller parcels at proportionate prices. This will 
be a splendid Number, and we hope our readers will vie with 
each other, to see who can work most. Remember, it is not a 
matter of profit to ns, but to the Cause.

L isb o n .—Mr. Manoel Nicolau da Costa informs ns that be 
has written a book under spirit influence, entitled 44 Truth and 
Light” It deals with immortality, and some ecclesiastical 
abuses. This work he desires to publish. His address is, 
177, Rua de Bemformoso Ire, Lisbon.

We are informed that the friends of Mrs. 0. L. V. Richmond, 
have the intention of inviting her to London for the purpose of 
giving a series of discourses. Mrs. Richmond is at present in 
New York, so that there need not be mnob delay in her appear
ance amongst us. There is plenty of work for her to do.

Mr. W. J .  Colville will speak in the Unitarian Chapel, at 
Wigan, on Sunday next, Mareh 16. Servioe at 10.45 a.m ., 
subject of discourse: “  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.”  He will lecture in Miners’ Hall, at 3 pjn., on 
“  The Origin of Man ; ” and at 6.80 p.m., on 44 Immortality 
demonstrated.” Admission to each lecture in Miners’ Hall, 3d.

For t h e  B e n e f it  of M rs. F rost, as stated by Mrs. Maltby. 
—Cn Monday evening at 8, March 17, at 15, Southampton Row, 
Mrs. F. Wilson, the sweet singer of Sacred Songs, will deliver 
her thrilling Lecture entitled, 44 The History of an Actor’s Life.” 
During the evening, Little Freddy Wilson (the Little Clown) 
will recite the “  Station-master’s Story,” 44 Betsey and I  are out.” 
and, 44 How Betsey and I  made it up.” Admission free; a col
lection on behalf of Mrs. Frost.



( Continued fro m  page 167.)
which God had kept secret since the beginning of the world, 
and only revealed on the outside in picture alphabets on the 
starry skies, the m aterial heavens (!), and permitted men to 
imitate on ancient Zodiacs, and to portray on copper-plate 
engravings, hut of which the learned Maimonides had 
cautioned them not to reveal the true spiritual meaning, 
supposing they found it

And then she will see that the caution was a vain one, as 
even were she to go about and proclaim it, it could not be 
received except by those who had, like herself, found the 
golden key, and opened the golden door, and stood face to 
face, with beating heart, before the golden glory revealed in 
the interior, and flooding all things with its glorious light;—  
and then will she exclaim— “  Veritas, Veritas! truly this is 
the Son of God, this is the Truth and the Life ! ”

Nice, 9th March, Anno Dominse 3.

MB. C O LV ILLE’S LONDON M EETINGS.
The public are respectfully informed that the proposed 

meetings at Neumeyer Hall, are under the sole direction of the 
guides of Mr. W. J .  Colville, and as they are intended to supply 
a want both felt and expressed by many friends, it is to be 
hoped that no one will attempt any controversy on the subject. 
The expenses are at least £ 7  7s. per Sunday, and will be met 
by friends in any oase, and that without difficulty. The items 
are: Bent of Hall £ 3  3s.; Lecturer’s Fee £ 2  2s.; Reporter’s 
Fee £ 1  I s . ; Music £ 1  I s ; Advertising, Beporting of second 
lecture, when desired, and all extras, will be paid from the 
money taken at the doors. In the morning 6d. will be asked 
for a front seat, 3d. for a back seat; in the afternoon all baok 
seats will be free. Every seat in the Hall is good, and those 
who pay nothing can see and hear without the slightest diffi
culty. A  voluntary collection will be made in the afternoon, 
to afford strangers an opportunity of contributing if they de
sire to do so. The hall is already paid for a month in advanoe ; 
a great many tiokets are sold, and some have been given gladly 
to those unable to pay. Mr. Burns’s remarks in last M edium  
were just to the point: no one is asked to shoulder any res
ponsibility, but if seats are hired payment for them is ex
pected ; and in all cases tiokets are given representing the 
amount paid in. Mr. Colville's guides oare far more for the 
quality than the size of the audiences. Those who are not 
hungry for the spiritual food to be given, had better not try to 
eat it, it may disagree with them. Those who wish for tickets 
should lose no time in writing to Mr. Colville for them. If 
they are too poor to pay, they will be served gratuitously.

1  have the honour to remain,
A  WELL-SATISFIED SEASON TICKET HOLDER.

Mr. 0. Fitzmaurice who has purchased ten tickets, and only 
needs three for himself and his two sisters, requests Mr. Burns 
to give away at his discretion the seven tiokets enclosed, to 
prepared minds who have but slender hold upon this world’s 
wealth.

-■ - ♦ ------------

TH IB TY-SIX TH  AN N IV ER SAR Y OF MODEBN 
8 PIBITUALISM .

W. J .  Colville will be the orator at the Public Hall, Belper, 
on Monday, March 31, when the Anniversary will be grandly 
oommemorated, by an elaborate festival gathering in that 
magnificent room, capable of seating a very large gathering. 
Chair to be taken at 7.15 p.m. Tea in smaller hall at 5.30 p.m. 
Tickets at Is. each, iocludlbg seat at evening meeting.

Sunday, April 6, The Anniversary will be celebrated at 
Neumeyer Hall. W. J .  Colville’s inspirational lectures and the 
entire services, at 1 1  a.m. and 3 p.m., will bo peculiarly appro
priate to the occasion.

Arrangements are so far completed for the Anniversary 
Celebration, on Sunday, March 30, at Neumeyer Hall, Hart 
Street, Bloomsbury. In the afternoon at 3 o’clock, a lecture 
entitled u Our Spiritual Possibilities,” will be delivered by Miss 
Bosamond Dale Owen, grand-daughter of Bobert Owen, and 
daughter of the late Bobert Dale Owen. We hope this oapable 
lady will receive a hearty weloome, as her introduction to the 
publio work of Spiritualism.

In the evening there will be a general meeting, addressed by i 
various speakers.

---------- ♦ -----------
It is reported that the T. L . Harris community has collapsed.
Morlkt.—Mr. Colville will speak in the Co-operative Hall 

this evening.
We have received from the pen of u Omega,” a very extended 

account of Mr. Colville’s work in Leeds. Next week we will 
do what we can to master its contents, and insert at least an 
abridgement.

The demand upon our space prevents the appearance, this 
week, of Mr. Kitson’s letter on the method pursued in his 
Lyoeum.

EGYPT: THE LAND OF WONDERS. 
By William Oxley.

TH E  T R A N S IT IO N  PROM  O S IR IA N IT Y  TO  
C H R IS T IA N IT Y . (Continued.)

The Christian, like other Churches, is proclaimed by its 
ecclesiastical teachers to rest upon historic foundations, and 
they produce the New Testament Record as a biography of 
its personal Founder. The Jewish people do the same with 
the Old Testament Records : and it is with these claims that 
I  propose to deal and test their validity.

From the Christian Annals themselves, it would appear 
that even the early Christians were anything but worshippers 
of a personal Christ, as appears from the following. (See 
Massey's “ Natural Genesis," VoL I., p. 443, who quoting 
from Didron says) : “  A t the end of the seventh century, it 
was decreed by the Council of Trullo, that fo r  the future the 
figure o f  the real historic personal Jesus should be portrayed  
upon the crucifix. It  was proclaimed that the Lamb was to 
be superseded in the images o f  Christ our God. H e shall 
be represented in his human fo rm , instead o f  the lamb, as 
in form er tim es." In the fifth century, “  Leo (the Roman 
Pontiff) was compelled to rebuke the pestiferous persuasion 
of those Christians, who celebrated Christmas day, not fo r  the 
birth o f  Jesus Christ, but fo r  the resurrection o f  the S u n "

Until a comparatively modern period, the images of Jesus 
Christ, in churches (some of which are still to be seen in 
country Italian churches), as the Young Child, wab black, 
evidently taken from the ancient Egyptian Osiris, who was 
represented in a dark-green colour, clothed with white 
raiments. On no other hypothesis but one, can this fact be 
accounted for, and that is, on astronomical grounds, as 
symbolical of the Sun rising from the depth and darkness of 
night into day ; and ascending from the wintry depths to the 
heights of summer light and heat ^Precisely the same idea 
is embodied in Church architecture, with the nave stretching 
and pointing eastward, that is, towards the rising Sun. Of 
what conceivable value can this architectural plan be, other 
than the continuance of a symbol which it was intended to 
perpetuate, viz., solar phenomena. Its phallic nomenclature, 
at the same time, points to and attests its origin and purpose.

The above is quite sufficient to show the original character 
of even Christian worship, and these are taken from Christian 
annals, which, we may be sure, would not be permitted to be 
recorded if not based on fact. What is characterized as 
heathen and pagan Sun-worship, was, without a doubt, con
tinued in the Christian system, in a newer form by the sub
stitution of a Person for the Symbol.

Exactly as the Osirian religion in Egypt continued to use 
the Taurian symbol (that is, the Zodiacal Bull) for centuries 
after the Sun had left it, so the Christian religion did the 
same with the Agnean symbol (that is the Zodiacal Rain), 
long after the Sun, in his processional course, had left that 
sign. Christian sacerdotalism took it up at the point where 
the Greek Ptolem ies, in Egypt, left it, and their Mendesian 
Ram was continued as the Christian Lamb.

The parentage of Christianism is in Egyptian Osirianism; 
while that of what we understand as Judaism, is attribu
table to Chaldean sources, both converging to a common 
centre, and finding a new expression through two diverse 
Orders, yet both equally versed in Cabalistic science, modified 
by the Eclectic influences which were active at the period of 
their production. The slight thread of historic and geogra
phical references which runs through both Old and New 
Testaments, demonstrates the locality from which they 
emanated, but being anonymous productions, the secret of 
their authorship will probably never be known. Without a 
doubt, some of the narrative portions impinge at various 
parts on actual history, but these are too few and far between 
to be of any value, as to their being historic facts as narrated. 
The nearest approximation of their true character, is that 
expressed in light literature as “  romance founded on fact" 
This, of course, is altogether beside their esoteric and moral 
application, and only refers to their mundane historic value. 
This will be apparent in what follows in relation to the Old 
Testament

After the opening chapters, which relate to the Gosmical 
Universe and the creation of man, &c., it falls into what is 
generally supposed to be the history of Israel, from the time 
of their progenitor, Abraham (of Indian derivation), to the 
dispersion of the nation, and the recovery of a few who per-



petuate the tribal race. Metbinks it n  easy to see that this 
account is only an expansion of the older story of the destruc
tion of the race, by the Deluge, and its perpetuation by a 
few who were saved from the general ruin, and who were 
afterwards "  dispersed ” over the face of the earth. The 
generic facts are the same, but worked out into the selection, 
preservation, and perpetuation of a special tribe.

Taking the Records, as we find them, if they are real 
history, and as Palestine is contiguous to Egypt, we should 
naturally expect to find some reference to the Israelites in 
the Egyptian Annals, but what does appear, in regard to 
Palestine, is certainly not favourable to the assumption that 
it was the home of the Israelites as a nation. I  cull the 
following from such materials as are at present within reach, 
partly taken from the “  Records of the Past.”

It has been generally acknowledged by Egyptian Biblicists, 
that the u cruel bondage of the Israelites ”  culminated under 
the reign of Rameses I I ., 19th dyn., and that the Exodus 
took place under his successor, Menephtah, 1,320  b .c ., “  who 
was drowned in the Red Sea with all his host,” in his attempt 
to bring the wanderers back again. But as I  have already 
said, the tomb of this very king at Thebes contains an 
inscription to the effect, that he lived to a good old age 
and was a child of good fortune from his cradle to the grave. 
In the annals of Rameses I I I ,  who reigned some fifty or 
sixty years after the Israelites ought to have been settled 
in their own land, many references are made to the country 
in which they were located (according to biblical accounts). 
The king goes to what is known to us as Palestine, 
Phoenicia, and Syria, “  to receive the annual tribute from 
the chiefs,” whom he calls Khetas. In the enumeration of 
his conquests, extending from Egypt, east and north-east
ward, he enumerates thirty-eight tribes and peoples; and 
says: “  I  have smitten every land, and have taken every 
land in its extent” In his reminder to the God Ptah, of the 
benefits he had conferred on the God, the king says : “  I  gave 
to thy temple, from the store-houses of Egypt, Tar-neter, 
and Kharu (i.e., Palestine and Syria) more numerous offerings 
than the sand of file sea, as well as cattle and slaves” 
(Syrians). He also built a temple to Ammon in the same 
country, to which “  the nations of the Rutenna came and 
brought their tribute.” Making full allowance for the usual 
Egyptian flattery, the fact is dear that in the time of this 
king, the Israelites could not be a settled and distinct people; 
and the incident of their exodus would have been too fresh 
and recent to be passed over without some comment by this 
vain-glorious monarch.

From a papyrus translated in “  R. P.,” II., 10 7, entitled, 
"T ravels of an Egyptian,”  who gives a full account of 
Palestine, &c., it appears there was a fortress there, which 
had been built by Raineses 'l l ,  and which was still belonging 
to E g y p t This would be about 1,35 0  b .c . ; but not the 
slightest hint of any such people as Israelites : although he 
tells us, “  he visited the country to get information respect
ing the country, with the manners and customs of its in
habitants.”

The next is Rameses X I I ., some 200 years after the 
exodus, who is the hero of the story of the possessed 
Princess. He was in Mesopotamia at the time when the 
Chief of the Bakhten brought his daughter, who afterwards 
became Queen of E g y p t “  His Majesty was there register
ing the annual tributes of all the Princes* of the countries; ”  
among whom he enumerates Tar-neter (Palestine), but no 
mention o f Israelites.

I  find no further trace until the time of Herodotus (about 
420 b .c .)  ; and here we come on historical ground. This 
great historian travelled through Egypt and Palestine, in 
file reign of one of the kings of the Persian dynasty, about 
forty or sixty years after the alleged return of the Jews 
from their captivity in Babylon, and when the Temple had 
been built and the city fortified. He repeatedly alludes to 
the Phoenicians and Syrians, whose country extended from 
the coast of the Levant down to the Egyptian frontier, 
including the Isthmus and Sinaitic Peninsula. He says that 
Necho (about 670 b .c . )  “  fought with the Syrians, and took 
a large city, Cadytis; ”  but he makes no mention of Jews, 
nor yet of Jerusalem. I f  they had been there, it is incredible 
that such a careful and gossiping historian should have 
explored the land without noticing them in some way or 
other.

The next is from a tablet erected to Alexander II ., by 
Ptolemy, at that time Viceroy under the Persian King, but 
who soon after himself became King of Egypt, 305 b .c . The 
inscription states, that “  Alexander marched with an army of

Ilonians to the Syrian’s land, who were at war with him. He 
penetrated its interior, and took it at one stroke; and led 
their princes, cavalry,* ships, and works of art to Egypt.” 

Next follows the third Ptolemy, 238 b .c ., (see the Decree 
of Canopus, “  R. P.,” V I I I .,  8 1) who invaded the two lands of 
Asia, and brought back to Egypt all the treasures which had 
been carried away by Cambyses and his successors. He 
“  imported corn from East Rutenna and Kafatha,” i.e., from 
Syria and Phoenicia. It was the father of this king who is 
credited with sending to Judea for the 72 men who trans
lated the Hebrew Bible into Greek; and yet neither of these 
Ptolemaic kings make mention of Judea, Jerusalem, or the 
Jews. The inference is obvious: they were not there.

Many historiographers, when writing of Jewish annals, use 
the Ptolemaic and other monumental and papyrian accounts 
as applying to the Jews, and consequently use the term 
“  Je w s ;” but this is unwarrantable, inasmuch as the accounts 
themselves speak of “  Syrians, Phoenicians,” &c., but not of 
“  Jews.” According to the best Cyclopaedists, “  there is little 
or nothing known of the Jew s or Jerusalem until the time of 
Christ,” and even then it is taken chiefly from  Josephus: 
who, to my view, is scarcely admissible as a chronographer of 
actual history. No mention is made by the Ptolemies, say 
250, or even less, years b .o .,  of the Jew s or Jerusalem, and 
as the Roman Emperor, Hadrian (from 1 1 7  to 13 8  a .d . )  is 
credited with changing the name of the city to iElia Capitole, 
it could only have been known as Jerusalem for a few 
centuries at most. The Arch of Titus, in Rome, is taken as 
conclusive proof that it was erected to commemorate his 
victories over the rebellious Jews, and the successful siege of 
Jerusalem. But even this, I  apprehend, is taken “  chiefly 
from Josephus.”  When in Rome, last year, I  closely 
inspected this arch, expecting to find an inscription to this 
effect, but I  was disappointed at seeing only a Latin one over 
the arch, which reads (in English): "T h e  Senate and Roman 
People, to the divine Titus, (Son) of the divine Vespasian,”  
and another, by Pius V I I .,  recording its restoration. It is 
true, I saw the alto-reliefs on the inside of the arch, shewing 
a table, trumpets, and a seven-leaved lamp; but these were 
used in many temples, and would as well refer to the Syrian 
or Phoenician temples, which undoubtedly existed at that 
time, and in the absence of direct Roman testimony to the 
name of the city and people (of which I  am unaware), it 
cannot be accepted as indubitable evidence of its reference 
to a city called and known to them as Jerusalem, and to a 
people known to them as Jews. Unless this can be estab
lished, it only amounts to inference resting on Josephus.

A s  the result of my researches, I  place Jewish historians, 
so called, upon the same footing as the Christian Ecclesiastical 
ones, whose works, while containing a base of more or less 
historical reference and truth, are yet too much over-weighted 
with unhistorical mythos to be regarded as genuine, sober 
history. To my view, the Jew s were, at the period I  am  
referring to, in a not dissimilar position to the Druses of 
Lebanon of the present day. A s is well known to a certain 
class of writers who have come in contact with them, they  
form a community, held together not so much by national 
ties as by semi-religious ones, which are based upon Cabalistic 
and theurgic rites and ceremonies. Like what I  conceive the 
Jew s to have been in the centuries preceding the Christian 
era, they are an Order rather than a nation, the remains of 
systems which have continued, and survived from ancient 
times. In this light, the Jewish Records are intelligible, as 
writings veiled in allegory, treating of their mystic lore, 
albeit expressed in verbiage that bears a literal meaning 
upon its surface. I  give this as the only solution that 
presents itself of the mysterious problem under review.

Leaving the Chaldeo-Judaic element, which was deeply 
impressed upon the times and localities which gave birth to 
that which developed into Christianity, I  turn to the transi
tional period.

I  have traced the presence of Egyptian concepts in the 
teachings, Brotherhoods, and Societies of the Eclectic School, 
alongside with those of the Levantine Provinces, and what is 
known to us as Armenia, with the stretch of country between 
that and Persia. This Land was the home of the worship o f  
Chrishna, the Chrestos of the Greeks, which seems to have  
evolved into a concrete system, as the Egyptian Osirianism 
decayed. In fact it was the younger supplanting the elder. 
Partaking of both, a new sect arose in Italy and the Roman  
Provinces; and these were the Gnostics, who, while basing 
their tenets upon the Eclectic School, yet combined this 
religious philosophy with theurgic practices. The “  Gnostic 
gems,” specimens of which are found in all the .principal



museums, prove that they attached great importance to these 
amulets, charms, <fec., and what the scarabs and other forms 
of spells had been to the Egyptians, these were to the 
Gnostics, who, discarding the old Egyptian symbols, adopted 
others suited to the new system of Ohrestos-worship.

From the earliest period, we find in Egypt traces of a 
pure spirituality, taught and exemplified by the Hierophants 
— whose headquarters were at Abydus— running counter 
with an external sacerdotalism represented by the ordinary 
priesthood. In like manner, as the then l^ew Alexandrian 
Eclectic School taught and maintained a pure intellectual and 
spiritual system of ethics, that necessitated no temple nor 
ceremonial worship, so we then find a gradual tendency to 
fall into 6xteraali8m. These Gnostics occupied a via media 
until the rise of Christian Sacerdotalism, the founders and 
abettors of which eventually succeeded in extinguishing what 
remained of Chrestian Gnosticism, and became masters of the 
situation.

The variety of Brotherhoods founded on the teaching and 
lives of the Great Masters of Spiritual Philosophy, were in 
vogue down to the end of the fourth century, a .d., and up 
to this time I  discover no evidence, other than the writings 
of the Christian Fathers, of the existence of the Christian 
system. A s these decayed and died out, the Gnostics arose, 
and against these the efforts of the ecclesiastics were directed. 
This fact supplies the key to what is otherwise inexplicable, 
viz., the absence of any reference by the Neo-Platonists to 
Christianism, and on the other hand, the silence of the 
Christian Fathers, in regard to ‘what must have been a most 
powerful rival system.

Turning to Rome itself, Gibbon says, that in the reign of 
Maximus, in 388 a .d., “ the Roman Senate adopted the 
religion of Christ and Constantine as that of the State,” and 
from that time commenced the desecration and destruction of 
the Pagan temples. But Gibbon rarely gives his authority, 
and consequently his historical statements must be largely 
discounted. A s  one instance of his untrustworthiness (see 
Vol. I., p. 469, Virtue’s ed.), he speaks of the introduction 
of Serapis as a deity into Egypt by the first of the Ptolemies, 
who brought it from Sinope on the Black Sea ; that he built 
a temple to this deity in Alexandria, and that sacrifices were 
offered therein. The simple truth is, Serapis, or Osir-apis, 
had had a temple at Memphis for at least 1,400 years before 
Ptolemy's time ; as the monuments and papyri speak of one 
of the sons of Rameses I I . being the high priest of that 
temple, and it had then been in use for some centuries. A s  
to his statement regarding “  sacrifices ” as immolations, there 
is no evidence whatever to support the allegation. I  dis
covered no trace of this revolting practice in any, not’ 
even of the Ptolemaic, temples. W e may well understand 
that “  ecclesiastical ”  historians would not hesitate to “  make 
history,” in order to find a base for their cardinal doctrine, 
and its prophecy, “  that without the shedding of blood there 
is no remission of sins,” a doctrine which to this day, even 
among evangelical Protestants, forms the “  test doctrine ” of 
orthodoxy, or otherwise. Let Egypt speak for herself, 
supported by what is visible at the present time, and certainly 
even her sacerdotal garments are unfouled by animal, much 
less by human, or divine-human, blood.

Reverting again to Rome, it was besieged by Alaric, the 
Goth, in 408 a .d. ; and sacked by the Vandals in 4 5 5  a .d. 
Augustulus was the last of the Roman Emperors, in whose 
reign, 476 a .d., the City was taken by Odoacer, the Ostro- 
Goth, who extinguished the Empire founded by the Caesars, 
and was crowned King of Italy. From this time down to 
the tenth century, Rome is lost in obscurity, and almost 
became lost to history. A s  part of a Republic it maintained 
a languishing existence, until in 150 0  a j >., the Pope aoquired 
the temporal dominion. Prior to this, the occupants of St. 
Peter’s Chair not only contended against the Secular rulers of 
the city, but the annals of the Church are disgraced by 
scandals, arising from contentions by various claimants to the 
Seat, and the profligacy of many of the “  successors of the 
Holy Apostles.”

* This digression helps us to gain some light upon the real 
status of the Roman Bishops and Popes, and of the Christian 
Church during the “  dark ages.” In the carnal struggles for 
supremacy by the Heads of the Church, what little spirituality 
waa left became extinguished; and unless ecclesiastical history 
be all fiction, it only proves, what all past history has demon
strated, viz., that with the usurpation and exercise of temporal 
and secular power by ecclesiastics and autocrats, all intellec
tual and spiritual liberty and progression are imperilled. 
This was the cause of the downfall of Ancient E g y p t; of

Alexandrian E g y p t; of India; of Rom e; and of Mediaeval 
Europe.

W e are now in the throes of another crisis in human 
history; as witness the struggle in all European countries 
between Church and State. It  is ecclesiastical authority and 
domination versus the human birthright of individual liberty 
of thought and conscience, and none but the purblind can fail 
to foresee the result Even in “  our own highly-favoured 
country,” the Protestant and Evangelical sects, under the 
banner of orthodoxy, do not scruple to follow in the old 
tracks, so far as they dare, and as the circumstances of the 
age permit

The rise of the Papacy and the Christian system are 
synonymous, and as we know by the actual Church Calendars 
and Festivals, that these are “  borrowed from the Egyptians ” 
and Pagans; so the very name* and title of their supposed 
Founder and system, is likewise plagiarized.

Travelling from Egypt to the Levant, and the Asiatic 
Provinces, Osirianism became Chrestism, which afterwards 
developed into Christism and Christianity.

( To be concluded.)

PHENOMENA.
A  L A D Y ’S E X P E R I E N C E S  A T  M R. E G L IN T O N ’S  

S E A N C E S .
T o  the Editor.— Dear Sir,— Being in London for a few 

days, I  took the opportunity of having a private seance with 
Mr. Eglinton, of 12 , Old Quebec Street, Portman Square, 
and the proofs I  then received of the truths of spirit-com
munion were so convincing that I  consider it my duty to bear 
testimony to that truth which removes from us the fear of 
death, and imparts consolation to us when we mourn the loss 
of a dear relation or friend, and gives us the comforting 
assurance that our loved ones gone before are still often in 
our midst, and can, under certain conditions, make their 
presence known to us, and thus lighten the grief we feel at 
their removal from the material world. The seance took 
place in a small back room, wherein was a plain, uncovered 
table at which the medium and I  took our seats. Mr. Eglin
ton gave me some slates to examine, which I  did, and was 
satisfied that they were perfectly clean, I  then rubbed them 
with a sponge given me for that purpose. The medium having 
placed a crumb of pencil on the slate, held my hands in one 
of his, while he held the slate under the table with the other, 
not so far but that I  could see part of the slate and the hand 
the whole time. On my enquiring if a relation, who had 
lately left the earth-life, was present, the pencil was heard 
writing, and on the signal being given, Mr. Eglinton with
drew the slate, and I  saw written there the word “  yes,” on 
the upper surface which had been pressed against the table.
I  asked that a message might be given me by this relation. 
Mr. Eglinton for this purpose cleaned two slates, and putting 
a small piece of pencil on one, covered it with the other. 
He then requested me to hold them firmly each side, he only 
holding one side. We held these slates between us, neither 
on nor under the table,' so that it was utterly impossible 
that the writing could have been produced save by spirit- 
agency. W e held them but a short time before the pencil 
was heard rapidly writing inside, and on the signal being 
given, I  removed the top slate, and found a message of half- 
a-dozen lines written thereon, and signed by my brother’s 
name— a name quite unknown to the medium. Had I  before 
entertained the slightest doubt of the genuineness of the 
phenomenon, this one fact that my brother’s name, which 
was totally unknown to the medium, was written between 
closed slates, in fu ll light, would have proved beyond a doubt 
that my brother was indeed near me, and had given me this 
message from beyond the grave. I  must add, too, that I  was 
a perfect stranger to Mr. Eglinton until that day.

In the evening I  was kindly permitted to join a circle held 
by Mr. Eglinton, at which I  saw spirit forms moving amongst 
the company assembled. Being seated next to the medium,
I  was able to see the spirit forms well, and feel their touch. 
They came bo near that I was able to examine their faces 
closely, and what I saw left no doubt in my mind that they 
were indeed visitors from the other side.

Before the gas was extinguished, I  saw a spirit form moving 
about in the centre of the table. During these manifestations 
I  held the medium’s hand. I  saw him levitated to a con
siderable height in the air— indeed he was raised so high that 
it was with difficulty that I  could retain his hand. Then he
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slowly descended, and I  Baw him lying in the air in a hori
zontal position.

1  must not forget to mention that not only had I  answers 
to audible questions, but to one asked mentally. I  think 
these proofs are so convincing, that I  feel it incumbent on me 
to make public my experiences with Mr. Eglinton.
Believe me, yours truly, A m y  F isher .

-------- + ------------
A  lady on her recent visit to London, attended Mr. Husk's 

home seanoe on the Wednesday evening. She writes : 44 On 
the Saturday night, I  went to Mr. Husk's seance at Lambs' Con
duit Street. We had a very nioe sitting, and I for the first 
time saw 4 John King ’ and the medium at the same time. 
My hat and jacket were brought from the front room through 
looked doors. A  veil I  left at Peekham (Mr. Husk's), on the 
Wednesday, was brought to me by 44 Irresistible." He said he 
knew it was mine by the influence. The Husks thought I  had 
returned home, and had no idea I should return again.*'

Mr. 0. E. Williams has again come forward as a public medium, 
giving two seances weekly, along with Mr. Husk, at 61, Lambs' 
Conduit Street. For particulars see advertisement. We 
attended the other Saturday evening; and in addition, a gen
tleman from Manchester and one from Plymouth were the 
only sitters. They were well-informed Spiritualists, but had 
never been at such a seance before. The manifestations were 
very fine, and we would gladly devote some space to an 
aocount of them, but the M edium  gets so crowded with outside 
matter, that we oannot get in a word edgeways. But every
thing seemed to our experienced observation to go on straight
forward and in a convincing way. Properly conducted and 
with proper sitters, these sittings are useful; but mediums 
cannot be too careful. We warn them a ll: Beware of effusive 
friends, who are enemies in disguise.

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.
E xe t e r .— Odd Fellows' Hall.—On Sunday, through our young 

medium, who is not yet out of bis teens, we had the third con
trol on 44 Creation," dealing with 44 Force." As we hope to pub
lish these controls in their extended form, it is not necessary 
for me to try to convey the matter they contain.—Before the 
control, our President, in a few well-chosen remarks to the 
congregation, told them that a great many people fail in their 
investigation of Spiritualism; beoause as soon as they g6t hold 
of the phenomena they stop there, only finding the shell and 
not getting hold of the kernel, which is the real spiritual up
lifting of the Soul to a source of Infinite Light and Divine Love. 
Being only half-a-dozen of us, working hard in the Cause of 
truth in a centre of religious bigotry and priest-ridden city, 
we find a difficulty in informing the publio mind on the subject 
of Spiritualism, being entirely destitute of literature. We 
have decided on forming a Library to meet this requirement, 
and shall be glad of the support of those who have any volume 
to spare, or an extract of any work at disposal that would be 
useful to the Cause. We trust our appeal will not be in vain, 
and that we may have a response by some of your readers, for 
the good of the Cause in Exeter, and the spreading of spiritual 
knowledge.—B. Sh ep b b r d , Se c, 53, Howell Boad, Exeter.

Plym o uth  : Bichmond Hall, Bichmond Street.—On Sunday 
morning, Miss Ada Marshall occupied our platform for the 
first time. The control gave a most excellent address, which 
was listened to by an appreciative audience. In the afternoon 
a publio oirole was held, when addresses were given by the 
oontrols of Messrs. Karswell, Williams, and Burt, the latter 
speaking on the word 44 Light." The controls of Mr. Clarke 
drew a large audience in the evening. Previous to the subject 
being selected by the audience, a child was named by the 
oontrols, who gave some wise counsel to the parent, and also 
to those who were assembled. There were seven snbjeots 
handed to the chairman. The one that the majority were In 
favour of w as: 44 The Belation of Spiritualism to True 
Christianity," which the oontrols immediately dealt with in a 
most comprehensive manner, astonishing some who could not 
understand spirit agency. The lecture will appear in one < f  
our local papers, which will no doubt create great interest in 
the subject of Spiritualism.—J .  T. B. Pa y n t e r .

N ew o astlb -on-T y n e .—On 2nd inst., Mr. C. G. Oyston gave 
a very stirring address on, 44 Shall we be called Christian 
Spiritualists ? " After reviewing at some length the doctrines 
and tenets of Modem Christianity, he compared the claims of 
Modem Spiritualism with them. Having shown that they 
would not harmonize, he declared emphatically for the latter, 
believing it to be more adapted to the requirements of humanity 
in their present state of development. A goodly audience 
greeted the lecturer and manifested their appreciation of the 
address. On Sunday last, Mr. A. J .  Edmonds lectured on 
44 Spiritual Socialism." The address although somewhat brief 
was an excellent one, and evidently answered the intention of 
the lecturer, viz., to elicit thought on this topic, as advantage 
was taken by two or three in moving a vote of thanks to

enlarge on the subject. This speaker is a highly intelligent 
and promising young lecturer, and I hope ere long to hear that 
bis services are more folly in request The evening was a  
pleasant one and the attendance good.— Mr. F. Ogle and his 
sensitive, 44 Dick, the Pit Lad," have been giving some Mesmeric 
and Clairvoyant Experiments in the Society’s Booms, which 
passed off suooessfully, none of his old opponents putting in an  
appearanoe although challenged. I notice that they are about 
filling an engagement in London, and wish them the success 
they deserve. Metropolitan Spiritualists will do well to visit 
them, as their experiments are not only entertaining b a t  
instructive,44 Dick " is also a medium; and it is amusing some
times to see the spirits tajie him quite out of the hands of M r. 
Ogle. It was through this that Mr. Ogle aooepted Sp iri
tualism; having previously been an opponent, he took to 
Mesmerism in order to orush Spiritualism, but spirit friends 
turned the tables on him by demonstrating their existence, and  
be is now an avowed Spiritualist.—E rnest .

Hstton-le-Hole : Miners' Hall, Maroh 9.—The hall crowded 
to exoess. Mr. F. Walker, of Sunderland, gave a most eloquent 
address, subject: 44 Is Spiritualism worthy of acceptance by the 
Community ? "  There is great credit due to him (as a working 
man), for the manner iu which he handled it, and he likewise 
kept well to his subject, and drew his illustrations out very 
fine. We have oommencod a Book Club and Library in con
nection with the Society. We likewise had a sitting after the 
meeting, at the house of one of our members, for materialisa
tion (twenty-three sitters present), and we had some grand 
phenomena produced. We had several different-sized forms 
out during the sitting, some being recognised by the sitters. 
Two different forms oame out very boldly, rang the bell and 
handed some sweets round to the sitters (the bell and sweets 
we had set on a tray in the middle of the circle). The medium 
was brought out of the cabinet, and there was also a form sit
ting in the medium's chair—both seen at onoe— clearly and, 
distinctly.— Jam bs  M u r b a y , Sec.

Morley.—Sunday, March 2, our esteemed friend, Mr. 
Morrell, of Bradford, late of Keighley, and Mrs. Wide, of 
Keighley, addressed large and intelligent audiences. The 
guides of Mr. Morrell gave two beautiful addresses, after
noon and evening, wbioh were successfully followed by  
the guides of Mrs. Wade, who gave many beautiful and con
vincing descriptions of the dear departed friends who were 
hovering near those they have left behind in the flesh, and 
wafting their beautiful influence over them. Many recognised 
their friends through the descriptions given, and after the 
evening service was concluded, the audienoe seemed unwilling 
to leave their seats: they seemed anxious to hear more of these 
beautiful teachings and wonderful powers of clairvoyance, 
which prove to humanity, beyond ail doubt, the fact of immor
tality, and let in the glorious sunlight of the augel spheres, 
that man may no longer walk in darkness, ignorance, and 
error. We are glad to state that this enterprising town of 
Morley is stepping along side the Car of Progress, and with 
the help of the angels will roll the old chariot onward. Oar 
room has been lately enlarged, and much improved in oomfort 
and oonvenienoe, and we trust that larger audiences will be 
induoed to attend, and hear the glad tidings the angels are 
bringing into their midst. We are glad to find already so 
many warm-hearted friends and willing supporters of our 
grand and noble Cause; also that Spiritualism is making rapid 
strides in the West Biding of Yorkshire. Everywhere the 
Halls and Lyceums are too small, and many thirsty souls are 
not able to gain admittance. This makes it look as if our 
Cause is in a prosperous and healthy state; and many pro
mising mediums are being developed, and the power of the 
spirit is being poured out upon all flesh.—T. W.

L eeds.—Mr. W. J .  Colville completed his engagement with 
the Leeds Psyohologioal Society* on Sunday last, Maroh 9, 
when he delivered three able and eloquent inspirational dis
courses to very large and appreciative audiences. The meet
ings during his stay in the town have been uniformly well- 
attended, and have been the means of interesting many 
strangers in the work of the society. On Sunday, Maroh 16, 
Mr. A. D. Wilson (of Halifax) will deliver two discourses in 
New Boom, Tower Buildings. Servioes will commenoe at
2.30 p.m. and 6 30 p.m. On Friday, Maroh 21, a publio debate 
on 44 Spiritualism," under auspioee of Leeds Debating Sooiety, 
will take plaoe in Mechanic**' Institute, at 8 p.m. Mr. Colville 
is expected to take a prominent part. Let Spiritualists and 
inquirers attend in hundreds on that important oooasion, when 
we hope to considerably strengthen the hold the Movement is 
fast gaining in this large and influential Yorkshire town.—Cob.

N orth  Shields .—-Mr. W. H. Bobinson lectured on the 2 nd 
inst. The ability with which he advocates our Cause, and the 
persuasive earnestness of his manner, win the hearty appre
ciation of all friends. Mr. Wm. Hopwood, of South Durham, 
gave a tranoe address on Sunday last, on 44 The Gifts of the 
Spirit." The lecture was delivered iu a very impressive 
manner, and was much appreciated by a large audience. This 
gentleman is a healing medium also, aud he is doing much 
good amongst the friends at Shields daring a short visit, and 
has won muoh appreciation.—E rnest .



ANCIENT TESTIMONIES TO TH E EX ISTEN CE OF 
JE SU S.

To the Editor.—Sir,— Allow me to inform you, I hare now 
ready for publication, the testimony of sixty of the most 
eminent ancient Qreek and Latin writers to the personal 
existence of Jesus on this earth. This testimony is entirely 
confined to those writers who are to this day considered genuine 
and trustworthy by our most learned scholars, all others hav
ing been rejected.

It has been collected for me, by an erudite soholar, who givos 
chapter and verse for every quotation from the respective 
authors, making verification easy. Therefore, in the cause of 
our national faith, I wish to publish this testimony in your 
columns, and trust to your sense of justice to allow me to do 
so.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 44 L ilt.”

TH E PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.
On Sunday evening good progress was made at the Spiri

tual Institution. The Lyceum requested the leader, J .  Burns, 
to give the one group of adults a series of lessons on 44 Phreno
logy*” which he agreed to do, till youngsters came forward to 
fill the lower groups. Now is the time for 44 children of a larger 
growth.”

“  R h i n e l a n d —By Caroline Corner (London : J .  Burns.) 
Miss Corner's-little book is pleasant reading, and will gratify, 
not only those who have visited the localities described, but 
others who desire to become acquainted with the scenes and 
stories introduced to their notice.”— 44 The Queen,” March 1st.

Spiritualism is making great progress in the Rosendale 
valley. Many meetings have been held during the last six 
months, and to the knjwledge of our correspondent, five or six 
circles have been formed. Mr. Colville is expected for a week's 
mission in the Rawtenstall district.

The Rev. Mr. Cross, Rector of St. Luke's Church, Montreal, 
has resigned on the ground that he does not agree with the 
Articles of the Churoh of England, as to the doctrine of eternal 
punishment. Mr. Lloyd, a layman, has also retired from office 
in the same church for a similar reason.— 44 New Orleans 
Times, Demoorat,” Feb. 26,1884.

M an ch e8t b r : March 9.—Our platform has this day been 
oocupied by Mrs. Gregg, of Leeds, whose controls have given 
two excellent discourses from, 44 Ye cannot, toil in vain,” and 
“  True Religion compared with the Religions of the Day,” to 
very intelligent audiences, whose faces, wreathed in smiles, 
gave evidenoe of their full appreciation and delight. Next 
Sunda/, Mr. Johnson will speak, and on Sunday the 23rd inst., 
we shad have three seryioes conducted by Mr. Colville.—  
W. L a w t o n .

N o ttin gh am  : Morley Club Lecture Room.—On 8 unday last, 
we had two deep addresses through Mrs. Barnes, whose guides 
chiefly use her in explaining the Scriptures. The one in the 
evening was on the first obapter of Revelation, which was ex
pounded in a beautiful manner, and the general regret was that 
there were not hundreds more present to hear it.—Mrs. Barnes 
wishes most earnestly to thank the two friends who so kindly 
responded to the appeal on her behalf.—Cor.

B radford .—Another grand success was achieved by Mrs. 
Britten on 8unday. The Walton Street Church was crowded 
to overflowing, and hundreds had to go away. A  larger place 
is a necessity, that cannot be muoh longer delayed. The 
people are taking up with Spiritualism very much, and they 
can scarcely help it with such a speaker as Mrs. Britten. I 
enclose yon a handful of subjects she spoke on, but to give you 
an aooount of how she handled them, is more than I will 
venture on. Nor is it needful, for all know how she acquits 
herself on the platform. The audiences were deeply affected ; 
the tears flowed, showing that hearts were touched. To 
strangers we gave 44 seed corn,” with the name of the Church 
printed on them, and that is the thin end of the wedge for 
private investigation.—Cor.

B ir m in h a m : Oozell Street, Board Sohool.—Last Sunday, 
Miss Allen, of Edgbaston, delivered an address on “  Has tbe 
age of Miracles passed away ? ” She argued that the laws of 
God had never altered, and that if miracles ever took place in 
any age, they did to-day. She cited many cases of healing 
mediumship in different parts of the world, and showed that if 
we conditioned ourselves and lived pure lives, we should develop 
the spiritual gifts in each and everyone. We h%d a very nice 
andienoe, and they seemed highly pleased with the address, 
and passed a vote of thanks to Miss Allen for her services.— 
Cor .—Another correspondent says:— Miss Allen gave an 
eloquent address, characterized by the thoughtfulness and 
sound reasoning which so generally distinguishes her addresses. 
Being non-inspirational, they cannot carry oonviction to inves
tigators as do those of a trance medium, who, with firtniy 
closed eyes, pours forth a fountain of eloqaenoe on subjects of 
which in bis normal state he is ignorant, but Miss Alien'd 
lectures are full of earnestness, and show a fund of intellect 
and research, which bring to bear upon the snbjeot a weight of 
reason and knowledge whioh must help many to see tbe truth 
of Spiritualism.

PUBLIC D EBATE ON SPIRITU ALISM  AT BIRMINGHAM.
A  Public discussion bas been arranged between Mr. J .  W. 

Mahoney and Mr. W. W. Collins, to take place at the Board ‘ 
School Room, Bristol Street, Birmingham, on Monday and 
Tuesday, March 17th and 18th, under the presidency of Mr. 
Geo. St. Clair, F.G.S. Both the contestants are fortunate in 
securing the services of the latter gentleman, who oooupies a 
prominent position among the advanced clergy of the town.

Mr. W. W. Collins, a scientific sceptic, has won a somewhat 
influential position among the Secular party in the country, 
and will dodbtless on this occasion reoeive the support of the 
entire local Secular body.

This debate is distinctively one of 44 Spiritualism versus 
Materialism,” and it is hoped Spiritualists will attend in large 
numbers, as this is the first disonssion of a formal natare that 
bas ever taken place in the town.

Mr. Mahoney's well-known debating skill and power of 
memory, make it tolerably oertain that the Spiritualistic side 
of tbe question will have a lucid expositor and powerful 
defender.

Chair to be taken at 8 o'clock. Admission 6d. and 3d.
T ho s . H a n d s .

There was a very interesting and well-attended meeting at 
167, Seymour Place, on Tuesday evening. Mr. Barns examined 
as many heads as time wonld permit, which would realize ten 
or twelve shillings towards the cost of maintaining the rooms, 
which are commodious, well-situated, and adapted for tho pur
pose to which Mr. Dale devotes them. This friend does all the 
work and attendance gratuitously, and it is a pity there are 
not more workers able and willing to give an evening now and 
again to help to raise the inevitable expenses.

“  Progression .”— I t is against our rule to insert anonymous 
letters; and we decline interfering with the domestic policy of 
societies. We gladly aid in the ventilation of questions of 
utility, that are brought before ns as public acts, and in an 
authentic manner.

Pendleton .— On Sunday last, Mr. Sohntt, a young Spiri
tualist, but a highly promising trance medium, spoke for us. 
In the afternoon, the subject of a 44 Full Salvation ” was ably 
discussed ; but that of the evening, describing the “  Condition 
and Ooeupation of oar Spirit-friends in the Sammer-land,” was 
nnqaestionahlj one of the best and most intelligible aooonnts 
of a future life that we have listened to. Mr. 8 chntt will be 
with us again ou April 13tb, when friends in the neighbour
hood wonld do well to hear him. We purpose holding a tea
meeting on Easter Monday, April 14th.— W. C.

Ha l if a x  —We are having quite a revival in the spiritual 
work at Halifax. Our meetings are crowded, and great 
interest is manifested in the Movement. On Shrove Tuesday 
we bad a Tea-party and Entertainment; both being well 
patronized and enjoyed. Mr. Cnlpan, onr veteran president, 
introdnoed very appropriate remarks daring the entertain
ment. Mrs. Bailey, Mrs. Morley, Mrs. Slater, and Mrs. Cox 
delivered short inspirational addresses. Several little boys and* 
girls gave beantifnl recitations. The writer sang two songs, 
and gave an original sketch, entitled 44 The Wife's Grave,” in 
whioh Master Walter Wilson also took part. Everything 
passed off successfully. On Sunday afternoon and evening, 
likewise on Monday evening, Maroh 2nd and 3rd, Mrs. Yar- 
wood, of Heywood, delivered beantifnl and soul-stirring 
addresses. After each address, she gave clairvoyant des
criptions of surrounding spirits, most of which were recognised 
on the spot. Mrs. Yarwood is a lady of a generous and 
sympathetic nature, and withal a valiant worker in the 
s] atnal vineyard; henoe, her servioes were highly appre
ciated.—A. D. W ilson , 3, Battinson Road.

T h e  L ondon 8ociety  for t h e  A bolition  of Compulsory 
V aocination .—The next Monthly Oonferenoe will be held in 
the Sooiety's Rooms, 114, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W., 
(near the Aquarium, and the St. James's Park Station, District 
Railway), ou Monday evening, Maroh 24th, when a Paper will 
be read by James Burns, Esq., entitled: 44 A Layman's Views 
on the Vaccination Question.” Medioal Men, Poor Law  
Guardians, Parents, and all interested in the Public Health, 
are earnestly requested to attend. The ohair will be taken at 
half-past Seven. Admission free. Disonssion invited.—  
W illiam  Y oung , Seoretary,

Spir itu alism  in  Rochdale .—In this large and populous 
centre of Lanoashire, great impetus has for some time past 
been given to the Movement. The lectures delivered by Mrs. 
Britten, occasionally, have aroused a spirit of enqairy, and 
much interest is being evinced in regard to onr philosophy. 
There is every reason to conclude that t he time has passed when 
Spiritualism is little known and investigated. The utterances 
through local and other mediums have been productive of 
much good. The masses are beginning to perceive that 
Spiritualists are not a deluded olass of individuals, but, on 
the contrary, they are fairly intelligent, and quite as able as 
their opponents to plaoe spiritual matters before the public. 
The literature of tbe Movement is being eagerly sought after, 
and strangers to spirit-oommunion are deriving muoh benefit 
from its perusal. Truly, tbe fields are white unto harvest, bat



in our oaso, we are sorry we hare not a greater number of 
willing workers in the Cause. We notioe, with mnoh pleasure, 
the great change that has beoome manifest in the realm of 
theological thought, how the speculative is giving place to the 
practical, and how the masses are coming to realize that man 
is immortal, and destined to progress eternally in after states 
and spheres of existence. “ Let there be light,” said the 
Divine Soul, and truly o’er long-darkened humanity a spiritual 
Sun has arisen, and is lighting up the world’s hemisphere of 
thought with his benign, resplendent rays. Through spirit- 
teaching, many in this neig rhood have been led to endorse 
the views held by Spiritualists, and numbers more are anxiously 
searching after truth. Many a parent has recognised that the 
chasm caused by so-called death is bridged over, and that the 
loved ones, mourned as dead, still live in spiritually adapted 
realms. We have, very recently, had Mr. Robert Harper, of 
Birmingham, amongst u s; a long-tried veteran in the spiritual 
ranks, and whom we are glad to know has many admirers, and 
on Sunday next, March 16th, Mrs. Groom, of Birmingham, is 
to be with os. Her spiritual gifts make her a most acceptable 
medium and exponent of the teachings of Spiritualism, and her 
presence amongst us will, no doubt, bring many friends from a 
distance, for whom tea will be provided at the Society’s Boom 
at a nominal charge. On Sunday, March 23rd, Mrs. E. H. 
Britten is expected to address two meetings at the Central 
Stores, Toad Lane, at 2 30 and 6. This will be her farewell 
visit, prior to her return to America.— C o e .

MEETINGS, SUNDAY, MABCH 16th, 1884.
. LONDON.

Edgwabs Road.—62, Bell Street, at 7:
M axtlbbori Road.—Spiritual Mission Room, 167, Seymour Place, at II, Mr. 

Hopcroft, at 7, Private Seance; Tuesday, 7.46, no attendance; Wednesday, at 
7.46, Seenoe; Thursday, 7.46, Mr. J. M. Dale; Friday, at 7.45, Mr. Towns; 
Saturday, at 7.30, Mr. Savage. J. M. Dale, Sec., 50, Crawford Street, Bryanston 
Sqr. Ths Room is strictly reserved fo r  circles. Jt may be engaged far private sittings. 

Cavkndisk R ooms, Mortimer Street, W ., at 7 : Mr. J. J. Morse : 44 Spiritualism : 
a Revolution er a Reform f”

WEEK NIGHTS.
8f!bitual Institution.—Tuesday, Se&noe, at 8,  Mr. Towns.
Bbomftok.—Mr. Pound’8,108, Meld Road, Wednesday, at 8 , Mr. Towns.
Haubow Road.—At Mr. Wright's 17, Amberley Road, on Sunday and Thursday at 

7.30. Private Circle, admission only by previous application.
Holbo&n.—Mr. Coffin's, 13, Kingsgate Street, Wednesday at 8 : Mrs. Hagon, medium.

PROVINCES.
BAa*ow-nf-Furness.—76, Buccleuoh Street, at 6.30.
B atlkt Caub.—Town Street, 6.30 p.m .: Mr. Armltage.
Bbdwobtb.—King 8 treet, at 6 p.m. Wednesday, at 7 p.m.
Bblpbb.—Lecture Room, Brookside, at 10.30 and 6.30 :
Binolst.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p .m .: Mr. Morrell.
BiBxntGiux.—Oosell Street Board School, 6.30:
Bishop A uckland.—Temperanoe Hall, Gurney Villa, at 2 and 6 p .m .: Mr. George 

Lamb, of Cockfield. School, 10.16.
Blaokbubn.—A cademy o f Arts and Scienoes, Paradise Lane: at 10.30,3, and 6.30. 
Bolton.—H. A  Tovey, 16, Halton St., The Hoolgh.
BaADroaD.—Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Ball Lane, Wakefield Road, 10.30, 

2.30 and 0 p .m .: Mrs. Gott
Wade's Meeting Room, Harker Street, Bowling, at 2.30 and 6 p .m : Miss 
Musgrave and Mr. H. Briggs.
Spiritual Lyceum, Oddfellows* Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 and 6 p .m .: Miss 
Beetham and Mr. T. Holdsworth.

Exeter.—Oddfellow's Hall, Bampfylde Street, at 6.30.
Glasgow.—2, Carlton Plane, South Side, at 11.30 and 6.30*. Mr. R. Harper. 

Lyceum at 6 .
Halifax.—Spiritual Church, 1, Winding Road, 2.30 and 6 p .m : Mr. Blackburn 

and Local. Lyceum at 10.30. Monday Service, 7.30.
Hatton.—Miners' Old Hall, at 5.30:
K xighlxt—Spiritualist Lyceum, East Parade, 2.30, and 6.30: Mrs. Ingham and 

Mrs. Soott.
L bbds. - T ower Buildings, Woodhouse Lane, 2.30, and 6.30: Mr. Hepworth. 
L kigestsb.—Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 and 6.30.
L ivbrpool—Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at 11 a.m., and 6.30 p.m. 

Mrs. E. H. Britten.
Macolbspuld.—Spiritualists' Free Church, Paradise Street, at 6.30: Rev. A . Rash ton. 
Majtohkstbb.—Gospel Temperance Hall, Tipping Street, Ardwick, 10.30 and 6.30: 

Mr. Johnson.
Moblbt.—Spiritual Mission Room. Church Street, at 2.30 and 6 : Mr. Oliffe. 
Middlbsboxough.—Granville Leoture Rooms, Newport Road, at 10.30, and 6.30. 
N iwoastlb-on-Ttnb.—Weir’s Court, at 6.30 : Prof. Wm. Tate.
NoaTHAXPTON.—Cowper Cottage, Cowper Street, 2.30 and 6.30.
Nobth Shislds.—Bolton’s Yard, Tyne Street, at 6 : Mr. J. G. Grey.
Nottingham.—Morley Club Leoture Room, Shakespeare Street, 10.46 and 6.30. 
Oldham.—176, Union Street, at 2.30 and 6.
P kndlhton.—48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge, at 2.30.
Plymouth.—Richmond Hall, Richmond Street, at 11.15: Mr. Burt; 6.30 p.m., 

Mr. R. S. Clarke; at 3, Public Circle. Lyceum at 10.16 a.m.
Sowk&bt Bbidob. — Progressive Lyoeum, Hollins Lane, at 2.30 and 6.30, Mr. 

A . D. Wilson.
Sundbkland.—A lbert Rooms, 7, Coronation Street, 6.30.
Tunstall.—Rathbone Street, Mr. W. Dodson, Medium.
W alsall.—Exchange Rooms, High Street, at 6.30:
W est Pulton.—A t Mr. T. Corker, Grange Villa, at 6 .

WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, Ac.
ORATIONS through the Mediamship of Mrs. Co r a  L. V. 

T a p p a n  ; The New Science— Spiritual Ethics—containing 
upwards of 50 Orations and Poems. 720 pages. Full gilt, 
with photograph, 10s. 6d.; handsome cloth, 7s. 6d.

EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM: Records o f Extraordi
nary Phenomena through the most Powerful Mediums, 
with Photograph of Author. By Catherine Bkrry. 2s. 6d. 

THE SEERS OF THE AGES, embracing Spiritualism Past 
and Present. By J. M. Peebles. 5s.
l.—Spirit of the Present Age. IV.—Medieval Spiritualism.
I. —Ancient Historic Spiritualism. V.—Modern Spiritualism.

II. —Christian Spiritualism. V I.—Exegetical Spiritualism.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERISM AND ELECTRICAL 

PSYCHOLOGY. By Dr. J. B. Does. 3*. fid.
Shows how to beoome a Mesmerist without farther instruction. The best 

and most popular work on the subject*

fcoupoy: J, BURNS, SoPTRAMfrou Row, W,0.

In Handsome Cloth Binding, Price js . M  
D r . D o d s ’ s C e l e b r a t e d  L e c t u r e s  

ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF
M E SM E R ISM  AND E L E C T R IC A L  PSYCHOLOGY.
Comprising the two well-known works by Dr. John Bovee DocU* 

Consisting of Eighteen Lectures, as follow:—
L—The Philosophy of Mesmerism.

1. INTRODUCTORY LECTURES on Animal Magnetum.
2. MENTAL ELECTRICITY, or Spiritualism.
3. AN APPEAL in behalf of the Science.
4. THE PHILOSOPHY Of Clairvoyance.
5. THE NUMBER of Degrees in Mesmerism.
6. JESUS and the Apostles. t

n .—The Philosophy of Electrical Psychology.
DEDICATION, INTRODUCTION.

1. ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY s its Definition and Impor-
tance in Curing Diseases.

2. BEAUTY of Independent Thought and Fearless Expression.
3. CONNECTING LINK between Mind and Matter, and Cir

culation of the Blood.
4. PHILOSOPHY of Disease and Nervous Force.
5. CURE of Disease and being Acclimated.
6. EXISTENCE of Deity Proved from Motion.
7. SUBJECT of Creation Considered.
8. DOCTRINE of Impressions.
9. CONNECTION between the Voluntary and Involuntary Nerves.

10. ELECTRO-CURAPATHY is the best Medical System in
being, as it Involves the Excellences of all other Systems.

11. THE SECRET REVEALED, so that all may know how to 
E x p e r im e n t  w it h o u t  a n  I n s t r u c t o r .

12. GENETOLOGY, or Human Beauty Philosophically Considered. 
This is the Most Complete and the Cheapest Edition o f this Standard

Work ever published.
TH E  PH ILO SO PH Y  o f  MESM ERISM is published 

Separately, in Paper Wrapper, Price 6d.
CLAIRVOYANCE, HYGIENIC AND MEDICAL. By D r.

D i x o n , i s .

“ The sight being closed to the External, the Soul perceives truly 
the affections of the body.”—H ip p o c r a t e s .

CLAIRVOYANCE. By  A dolphe D idier. 4<L
Remarkable facts from thirty-five years’ personal exerdse of the 
Clairvoyant Faculty.

HOW TO MESMERISE. By J. V. Wilson, is.
THE MENTAL CURE : Illustrating the Influence of the Mind on 

the Body, both in’ Health and Disease, and the Psychological 
Method of Treatment. By Rev. W. F. Evans, 3s.

London : J. BURNS, 15, Sonthamotou Row, W .G

FOWLER’S W0RKI) ON PHRENOLOGY, PHYSIOLOGY, &
AMATIVENESS ; or, Evils and Remedies of Excessive and Perverted 

Sensuality. Including warning and advice to the Married and 
Single. By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

LOVE a n d  PARENTAGE, applied to the Improvement of Offspring. 
Including important directions and suggestions to Lovers and 
the Married. By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

MATRIMONY 5 cr, Phrenology and Physiology applied to the Se
lection of Congenial Companions for Life. Including directions 
to the Married for living together affectionately and happily. 
By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

PHYSIOLOGY—ANIMAL a n d  MENTAL, applied to the Preser
vation and Restoration of Health of Body and Power of Mind. 
By O. S. Fowler. Price is.

MEMORY a n d  INTELLECTUAL IMPROVEMENT, applied t o  
Self-Education and Juvenile Instruction. By O. S. Fowler. 6d.

HEREDITARY DESCENT: Its Laws and Facta applied to 
Human Improvement By.O. S. Fowler. Prioe is.

FAMILIAR LESSONS o n  PHYSIOLOGY. Designed to aid 
Parents, Guardians, and Teachers in the Education of the 
Young. By Mrs. L. N. Fowler. Price 3d.

FAMILIAR LESSONS on PHRENOLOGY. Designed for the 
use of Schools and Families. By Mrs. L. N. Fowler. Price 6a.

INTEMPERANCE a n d  TIGHT LACING ; Considered in relation 
to the Laws of Life. By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

TOBACCO : Its History, Nature, and Effects on the Body and 
Mind. By Joel Shew, M.D. Price 3d.

Vol. /., containing the above, neatly bound in Cloth, Five Shillings.
THE NATURAL LAWS OF MAN : A Philosophical Catechism. 

By T. G. Spurzheim, M. D. Price 6d.
MARRIAGE : Its History and Ceremonies; With a Phrenological 

and Physiological Exposition of the Functions and Qualifications 
for Happy Marriages. By L. N. Fowler. Price 6d.

FAMILIAR LESSONS o n  ASTRONOMY. Designed for  the use 
of Children and Youth in Schools and Families. By Mrs. L. N. 
Fowler. Price 6d.

JELF-CULTURE a n d  PERFECTION o f  CHARACTER. In
cluding the Management of Youth. By O. S. Fowler. Price is.

MARRIAGE a n d  PARENT AGE ; or, The Reproductive Element 
in Man, as a means to his Elevation and Happiness. By H. C  
Wright Price is.

TEA a n d  COFFEE: Their Physical, Intellectual, and Moral
Effects on the Human System. By Or. W. A. Alcott. Price 3d.

EDUCATION : Its Elementary Prin' Jes : Founded on the Nature 
of Man. By J. G. Spurzheim, M D. Price is.

MATERNITY ; or, The Bearing and Nursing of Children. Includ
ing Female Education and Beauty. By O. S, Fowler. Price !fc
VoL / /. , containing the last 8 Works, Cloth neat, Six Shillings,

Fols, I  and //,, bound together, Cloth, Ten Shillings,
tendon 1 J, BURNS, jj, Spwthampton Rpw, floltxiro, W.O



N O W  R E A D Y .
MRS. EMMA HARD INGE BRITTEN’S  GREAT NEW  WORK;

N INETEENTH  CENTURY MIRACLES:
OR,

SPIRITS AND THEIR WORK IN EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
♦

A COMPLETE HISTORICAL COMPENDIUM OF THE MOVEMENT KNOWN AS "M ODERN SPIRITUALISM."

This Work forms a M I and exhaustive account of all the
MAIN INCIDENTS OF A SPIRITUALISTIC CHARACTER which 
have transpired in e v e r y  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  e a r t h  from 
the beginning of the Nineteenth Century to the present 
time.

The subject matter has been collated from the most 
authentic sources. The contributors include some of the 
most learned, scientific, and honoured personages of the 
age. Testimony has been gathered up (in many instances 
by the Author in person, during her extended travels) from 
every country, and includes the Spiritualism of all peoples 
whether savage or civilised. The scenes are world-wide, 
but the period of action is limited to t h e  p r e s e n t  
c e n t u r y .

T he  Spiritualist will find in this Work a complete 
manual of every phenomenon he wishes to read of, refer to, 
or describe to others.

T h e  I nvestigator will obtain a compendium o f every 
work o f value he needs to study.

T he Sceptic will be herein answered, and the 
Opponent refuted at every point

T o  every student of Psychology, Spiritual Science, 
Religious Reform, Mesmerism, Spiritualism and Occultism, 
the Author— in deep earnestness of purpose and in the name 
of the wise controlling spirits, who have commanded her 
work, and assisted unceasingly to aid its execution—  
ventures to affirm that, both for this and many succeeding 
generations, this volume will prove a c o m p l e t e  l ib r a r y  
of the subjects dealt with, and a  manual of incalculable 
value

FOR ALL TIME..

T h e  Plan of t h e  W ork in c l u d e s—

S p ir it u a l is m  in Germany, France, Great Britain, Au& 
tralia, New Zealand, Polynesian Islands, East and West 
Indies, Cape Town, South America, Mexico, China, Japan, 
Thibet, India, Java, Holland, Dutch Colonies, Russia, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Scandinavia, Spain, Italy, Austria, 
Belgium, Turkey, &c., &c., and America.

S p ec ial  S u b je c ts  t r e a t e d  of .

History of Mesmer and Mermerism— “  The Philosophers 
Stone *— “  Elixir Vitae ”— Somnambulism— Clairvoyance—  
Psychology— Seership, natural and acquired— From Mes
merism to Spiritualism —  Magic— Witchcraft— Sorcery—  
Necromancy—  Occultism— “  Spiritism ”— “  Spiritualism " —  
u Theosophy ”  —  Reincarnation —  I m m o r t a l it y  d e m o n s 
t r a t e d — Facts, Fancies, and Fanaticisms of Spiritualists—  
Spiritual Science and Religion —  Proofs Palpable and 
Imaginary— Doctrines and Theories versus Corroborative 
Testimony— Hauntings— Obsessions, Spiritual Gifts? Prac
tices, and Spontaneous Phenomena of Various Peoples—  
Origin of the Modem Spiritual Movement in Different 
Countries— Journalism and Literature of the Subject—  
Antagonism from without— Divisions within the Ranks—  
Deception and Hallucination —  Thrilling Narratives —  
Wonderful Experiences— Heaven and Hell of Spirit Life—  
“ Dwellers on the Threshold” and Angels in Paradise—  
Revelations of Life Hereafter in all Stages of Progression— 
Spirit Circles— Spiritual Workers, Pioneers, Journalists, 
Writers, Lecturers, Mediums, Artists, Poets, Healers and 
Martyrs— Trials, Prosecutions, Defeats, and Victories— All 
Sides of the Question— Every Phase of the Movement— All 
Classes of Witnesses— From the Convicts Prison to the 
Monarch’s Throne-room —  Revivals —  Mass Meetings —  
Spiritual History Cast on the Ocean of Time —  and 
E t e r n i t y .

T h is  V olum e contains nearly 6 0 0  pages, royal octavo, fine tinted paper, 
handsom ely bound in Cloth.

A  limited num ber w ill be issued, splendidly illustrated w ith fae-similes of 
Spirit W riting, Art. &c., &c., and over Forty P O R T R A IT S  of ILLU STRIOU S 
and C E LE B R A T E D  SPIR ITU A LISTS and MEDIUMS.

Price for Illustrated Copies ............................................. 15s.
„ without the Illustrations ..................................  12s. 6cL

Postage, Single Copies (Parcels Post), 6d.

P u b l is h e d  b y  W IL L IA M  B R IT T E N , T h e  L im e s , H u m p h r e y  S t r e e t , C h e e t h a m  H il l , M a n c h e s t e r ;
E. W, A L L E N , A v e  M a r ia  L a n e , L o n d o n , E.C.

% ♦  Orders received by the Publisher; also the Secretaries o f the various Spiritual Societies, and all respectable Booksellers*

ELEGANT W ORKS FOB PRESENTS.
Royal 16mo., Price, Limp, 1*. 6dL;  Presentation Edition, 2s. 6d.

RHINELAND: Legends, Musings, and Recollections.
B y Caroline Comer, Author of“  M y Visit to Styria,” “ T w ix t  Will and Fate,” <fec.

R oyal 16mo., Price 3 s. 6d.

GOLDEN THOUGHTS IN QUIET MOMENTS.
B y  “ L i l y .”

Printed on fine toned paper, in an elegant manner, with an Oxford border in bine ink to each page; handsomely 
bound in bevelled boards, red edges.

This beautiful volume of spiritual teachings and studies, in prose and verse, is unique in the literature of Spiri
tualism. Adaped for private reading, and as an appropriatê  gift book.

IN THE PRESS.
Price when ready 3s. 6d., Cloth;  Subscriber's names still received at 2s. 6d.

BERTH A: A Spiritual Romance, by W . J. Colville.
S O U V E N I R  E D IT IO N  on fine toned paper, elegantly bound. With photographic portrait of Author, 

Immediate Subscriber*, 3s. 6d.
Remit at once to the Author, 4, Waterloo Road, Manchester, or to the Publisher.

J, Buiwa, 15, S o u t ih n p t o n  Row, L o n d o n  W,C,



S A V E  40 P E R  V E N T . 
Best Suits—all W o o l,

5 0 s .,
w orth  £ 3  lO O.

CASH ONLY.
JAM E S M A L T B Y .LLTBY, T A IL O R , 8, Hanover Place, Regent’s 

Park, N .W . (Baker Street Station),

T O POULTRY KEEPERS.—Increase the number o f eggs, bv using the Game, 
Poultry and Pigeon Powder. A  first class Egg-Produoer. ' In tins 2d., 6d., and 

Is. each. Sample tin, 3ld. and 9d., post free. 8 end for Testimonials, Ac. Manu
factured by Gower and Ere, Corn Factors, 16, Week 8 treet, Maidstone.

LENTILINA.—A delicious Food fbr Invalids, Infant* and General Use, being 
superior to Corn Flour aqd similar food. In 3d. and 6d. packets; and 31b. 

panels, Is. 9d .; 81b. parcels, 3d. 6d .; per panels post free. Small samples 2d. and 
4d., free by post.—Gower and Ere, Corn Factors, Ac., 16, Week Street, Maidstone.

M r. a n d  M rs. H A W K I N S ,  M a g n e tic  H e a le rs .

AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Free Treatment on Fri
day, from 12 to 4 < clock Patients visited at their own Residenoe.— 143, 

Marylebone Road, N .W .,' Near Edgware Road Station.

C U R A T I V E  M E S M E R I S M  A N D  C L A I R V O Y A N C E .

PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER attends Patients and can be consulted daily 
from 2 till 6, at No. 6 , Rue du Mont-Dore, Paris. Clairvoyant Consultations 

by letter for Diseases, their Causes, and Remedies. For any serious oases, Prof. 
Didler would arrange to come and attend personally in England.

A S H M A N ’S  E M B R O C A T IO N .

FOR Gout, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Inflammatien, Bronchitis, Pleurisy, 
and Congestion of the Lungs, Burns, Scalds, Chilblains. Wounds, Cuts, Ao. 

2s. 2d. per bottle. To be obtained at a, Sixth Avenue, Queen s Park, Harrow Road, 
W ., and of all wholesale chemists.

MR. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of Rheumatism, Gout, Neural 
gia. Lumbago, Epilepsy, General Debility, and several affections o f the Head, 

Eyes, Liver, Ac., attends Patients from Eleven to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bul- 
strode Street, Welbeok Street, Cavendish Square, W.

MR. A MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every day. Patients 
attended at their own homes. Circles conducted. Seanoes on Sundays at 7.30 

p.m. Free Healing on Sunday morning at 11 o’clock. Removed to 116, York Road, 
king's Cross, N.

A S T R O L O G Y  A N D  A S T R O N O M Y .

DR. WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Future Events of Life, at 163, 
Caledonian Road, King’s Cross. Time o f Birth required. Fee 2s. 6d. At 

tendanoe from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.
P e rs o n a l C o n su lta tio n s o n ly .

M R  T . B . D A L E ,

PROFESSOR of Astrology A Astronomy, 3, Highgate Road, Kentish Town, N.W .
Calculations, personally or by letter, on Nativities, Business Questions, Ao., 

dally from 12 to 8 p.m. Fee 2s. 6d. Astrology Free. Stamp. Lessons given.

MEDIUM8 H IP : Writing, Drawing, Clalrvoyanoe, and Tranoe, developed by the 
perfected “  Automatic Insulator,”  on “  C ystal Balls/’ with the New Patent 

Registered Exhibition Prise Medal Movement—Robt. H. Feta*, Bath.

“  N E P T U N E ,”  A S T R O L O G E R ,
24, W allgrave Road, Earl’s Court, London, S .W .

For terms, send stamped, addressed envelope.

CAROLINE PAWLEY, Writing, 8 peaklng, Healing Medium. By the desire o f 
her Guides, no money aooepted.—Letters sent first, with stamped envelope for 

reply. 33, Bayston Road, Stoke Newington Road, N.

MRS. KATE BERRY, Maqmetio Hsaleb,
2, Blandlord Place, Upper Baker Street W .

S P E C I A L  N O T IC E .
EASBS. WILLIAMS AND HUSK, will reoelvo friends on Tuesday and Satur
day evenings, at 8 o’clock, at 61, Lambs' Conduit Street W.C.M

M1

PHYSICAL PHENOMENA.—Spirit-Lights and o her evidences.of Spirit-Power, 
at an old established private Circle. Earnest Inquirers only admitted, on Sunday 

at 7.30, and Tuesday and Thursday at 8 p.m. Mrs. Walker Medium.— 16, Jubilee 
Street Commercial Road, E.

J HOPCROFT, 140, Lauoefield Street Queen's Park, Harrow Road. Tranoe and 
• Clalrvoyanoe. A t home daily from one till five, and open to engagements.

R. CECIL HUSK, 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Maxted Road, Peckham Rye, S.E. 
Seances—Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 7.30, for Spiritualists only.

FRANK HERNE, 8, A lbert Road,
F o a m  L abs, Stratford.

M ISS LOTTIE FOWLER, Tranoe, Medical, and Business Clairvoyant on travel 
in Scotland. Address letters to 15, Southampton Bow, London, W.C.

No enquiries answered by letter, except to make Appointments.

J THOMAS, Genual Cobksspondbnt.
• Address: Kingsley, by Frodsham, Cheshire.

MR. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test and Business Clairvoyant is at home 
daily, and Is open to engagements. Address—69, Liason Grove, Marylebone 

Road.

M R. A. DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent 13, Oswald's Wynd, 
Kirkcaldy.

PRIVATE APARTMENTS.—Mr. J. J . Morse receive* Spiritualist* at reasonable 
rates. Card of terms sent on applioatlon to 103, Great Portland S t, Oxford St., W.

ISLE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid Ladies will 
be taken great care o f by a Healing Medium, Including Board and Lodging, 

for 30s. per week, fbr the six winter months at this pretty seaside town, which is known 
tpbe particularly salubrious. s

OARD AND RESIDENCE in the W .Of district Five minutes from the 
British Mu eum. For addrpa*, apply t c l f r .  Bums, 16, Southampton Row.B

W ANTED by a Spiritualist Situation as Clerk In Office or Warehouse, in locality 
where Spiritualism is not organised.—W. B. Aaron, 31, Marquis St., Halifax.

m H E late Henry Melville’s “ V eritas,”  mentioned by Mr. Oxley as a “ wonderful 
JL work/’ can be supplied, by private order alone, through Mr. Burns, 16, South
ampton Row, London, W.C. Price 21s.

B
As Parts Is. sack; Doubts P arts Is. 6d. sack.

ACK TO THE FATHER'S HOU8 E. A  Parabolic Inspiration. Fourteen Parts

London i E, W. Allen, 4, Ave Marla Lane, E.C.

SP E C IA L  | NOTICE.

0O O U LT, T H E O S O P H IC A L , :A N D  A D V A N C E D  
T H IN K E R S  are hereby-informed, ,that„ an /unique 
Illustrated Subscription Reprint Edition is in prepara

tion of, that world-famous Initiate’s Master-piece, • “ - T h e  
D i v i n e  P y m a n d e r  of “  H e r m e s  T r i s m e g i s t u s  ” ; prefaced 
with ’an Introduction, as'also a specially ̂ written Preliminary 
Essay, by that distinguished Esoteric Litterateur, H a r g r a v e  
J e n n i n g s , author of the V.Rqsicrucians,” <fec., (fee.

Manetho, Herodotus, and other ancient historians speak o f the writings of the. 
Egyptian Hcbmss, whose very existence is lost in the night o f time. Ages before 
Abraham pitohed ,hia tents upon the plains of Mamre, or Lot wandered on the 
banks of the Jordan, these Henrietta writings formed the Sacred Books o f the 
Egyptian Priesthood. Those who wish to know from what source Moses (who wss 
educated accenting to all thfe wisdom of the Egyptians) obtained the material to 
construct the Pentateuch, should read this sacred volume. It deals with Mind, Mat
ter, Creation and the Immortality of the Human Soul, in a masterly manner. These 
Hermetic Writings have been' oonflued for axes to those secret.Brotherhoods o f the 
past, so ably spoken of by Mr. W . Oxley, and the late Henry Melville in his remark
able book “  V rRitab,”  and are now about to be made the common property of a- 
limlted number o f  minds, that are .sufficiently progressed to appreciate the Mystical 
Wisdom of Ancient Egypt, to know tile past, and by the infaiUble Hermetic Laws 
read the future, should immediately apply to prevent disapointment. as the 
number of Copies will be limited to the exact number of 8 uoscribers, and the List 
will dose in five weeks time for Great British, and two months for the United States. 

Prospectus from Robt. H. Fbtab, M.B.A., Bath, March 1st, 1884.

A W IDOW  LADY, a Spiritualist, residing near the Crystal Palace, wishing, 
through ill health, to be relieved of the trouble and cares o f domestic manage

ment, desires the services and oompankmshlp of a Married Conple, well educated* 
of temperate habits, and of kind and obliging disposition, who would undertake the 
oharge o f the household affairs and entire management of the servants, in return 
for a very comfortable and well-furnished home. The Lady and Gentleman must 
be either Spiritualists or desirous of investigating the subjeot; Middle-aged; the 
Lady most be an experienced housekeeper. Unexceptional references can be given 
and will be required.—Apply to the Editor o f the M edium.

N E W  M E D IC A L  W O R K  B Y
Miss C h a n d o s  L e i g h  H u n t  (M rs. W a l l a c e ) <fe L ex et Lux.

PHYSiANTHROPY, or T hr Homs Curb, and Eradication or Dissasb. 120 
pages, tastefully bound in cloth, price 3s. 6d. Send for Synopsis to Miss 8 impeon, 

as below.

T H IR D  E D IT IO N .—(Just Published.)
P R IVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS IN TH E  

S C IE N C E  A N D  A R T  O F O R G A N IC  M A G N E T IS M .
. BY.MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT.

Being her original Thru guinea prioats Manuscript Instructions, printed, revised 
and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and practical translations, and the 
concentrated essence of all previous practical works. Numerous illustrations o f  
pfT^f, signs, Ac.

Price One Guinea, Paper. French Moroooo, with doable lock and key, 6s. extra, 
best Moroooo, ditto, 7s. extra.

Send-for Index, Press Notions and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Miss Simpson, Secre
tary, Philanthropic Reform Publishing Offioe, 2, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, W .

MR. W. J. COLVILLE'S APPOINTMENTS.—Morlet : March 14tn. W est- 
houghton, March 15th. W ioajt, Sunday, March 16th. (See 8 pedal Announce

ment.)
Bradford: March 17,18,19, 20 . Lrrds: March 21st.
Manobsstbr : Sunday, March 23, also 27, 28, 29.
Oldham: Moron24A 25.
Bblpbr : Sunday, March 30 ; also 31, A April 2 .
London : Sundays, April 6 to June 29, inclusive.
Sowbnbt Bridge : July 13. 14, 15.
All Communications for W. J. Colville must be addressed 4, Waterloo Road, 

Manchester.

MRS. HARDINGE-BRITTEN’S APPOINTMENTS.—Mrs. Hardinge-Bfitten 
will lecture in Liverpool the 1st mud 3rd Sundays of M srch; Rochdale, 

March 23rd; Newcastle, March 30th A 31st; Manchester, April 6 th, and a few 
week evenings prior to her departure for America.—Address, The Limes, Humphrey 
Street, Ctoeetham Hill, Manchester.

MR. J. J. MORSE'S APPOINTMENTS— London, Sunday, March 16th, 
Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer Street,Regent's Street, W. Subject: Spiritualism: 

a Revolution or a Reform ? ”  At 7.
Mr. Morse aooepts engagements fbr Snnday Lectures in Loudon, or the provinces. 

For terms A dates, direct to him at 103, Great Portland 8 t.f Oxford St., London, W.

i n R. R. 8 . CLARKE'S APPOINTMENTS.—Plymouth : Richmond Hall, Sunday, 
JIL March 16th; at 6.30: Answers to Questions from the Audience.

4, Atheaaum Terrace, Plymouth.

MR. E. W . W ALLIS'S APPOINTMENTS.—March 16th, Walsall; 23rd, 
Blaoxburn ; 30th, Walsall. • •

For dates, address E. W. Wallis, 4, Lower Rushall Street, Wattall.

W O R K S  I N  T H E  P R E S S .

Oram Octavo, on Pins Paper, Hcrndsam Binding, 6s.
T H E  N E X T  W O R L D  : A  Sefies of Important Communi

cations from the Spirits of Eminent Personages, through 
the Mediumship of Mrs. S. G. Horn.

Oown 8vo.% IUustratsd with Portraits and Spirit-Drawings, 6s.
S P IR IT -C O N T R O L S , R e c o r d e d  b y  A . T . T . P. F ifty  

of the most remarkable of these celebrated communica
tions will be Prefaced by a Personal History and  
Observations by the Recorder.

Second Edition, Damp 8vo. Pries 6s.
T H E  M E N D A L  : A  Mode jof Oriental Divination; dis

closing remarkable Revelations in Biology and Psycho
logy; giving the true key to Spirit-agency; and the 
nature of Apparitions; and the connection between 
Mesmerism and Spiritism. Materialism, the Source and 
necessary Attendant on Social Disorganization. B y  
E d w a r d  B .  B .  B a r k e r , a British Vice-Consul.

L o n d o n  : J .  B U R N S, 15 , Southampton Row, W .C .

London: Printed and Published by 
Jambs Bunns, 15, Southampton Row, High Hoi born, W.C.


