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ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY.

EVIDENCES OF THE EXISTENCE OF JESUS.

[Being Chapter I of ‘‘Jesus, Myth, Map, or God,” by J. M.
Peebles.]

An angel from the heaven of the poets sang through
the sensitive organism of T. L. Harris, in the “ Lyric
of the Golden Age?” :—

“ Of late, I spent a long midsummer day
With Tennyson. He almost felt my hand
Upon his brow, and sensed my spirit-breath.
Wordsworth was with me, that calm, subtle mind;
We sowed within that gentle poet’s brain
Sweet thoughts, as fragrant as the new-mown hay ;
He knew not that the infidel Rousseau,
In Christ’s most precious love made clean and pure,
Bent over him, and wove a coronet
Of truth-flowers for his intellectual brow.”

Athiests, Deists—and Spiritualists, a few—feelin
their way under an eclipse of inherited doubt, intensi-
fied by churchal perversions, deny the very existence of
Jesus of Nazareth. The sincerity of these thinkers
admits of no question. They have in their ranks men
and women of true genius, whose free thoughts shine
conspicuous in massive folios of art, literature, and
science. Knowledge, however, is not the synonym of
wisdom ; nor does the sincerity of devotees settle
beyond dispute the truth of any theory in philosophy
or dogma in religion. ’ ;

Toleration is above creeds aud councils, and
“ charity ” is more excellent than faith or hope, ac-
cording to the Gentile apostle. Only the stagnant-
souled nail themselves to given opinions, pronouncing
them finalities. To think—to work by precedent, be-
comes mimics rather than full-grown men.

It was an exhibition of the divinity of Jesus to ex-
claim, “I festify of myself” It was commendable in
Emerson to say, “I afiirm myself;" and equally praise-
worthy in the American poet Whitman, to write, “ I
celebrate myself.”

But d;?iyauch a pereon actually exist? or is the whole
“life of Jesus ” a myth, conceived, born, and fashioned
by the early Church Fathers ? Witnessing, on Christ-
mas last, in Rome, the Pope borne through 3t. Peter’s
Church, in “chair of state,” upon the shoulders of
eight men, and the multitude kneeling, falling before
him in the attitude of worship—seeing most of the
seven hyndred bishops in attendance upon this (Ecu-

menical Council, passing the grim image, christened

St. Peter, and kissing the brazen toe, I inquired, in the
silence of meditation, Is this Christianity? Was there a
substance to this shadow? Was there an original fire
behind these incense clouds of lifeless formalities P
Did Jesus actuslly exist? and, if so, what relation did
he bear to the finite, and to the Infinite? Myth, man,
or God 7—that is the question for consideration.

Ancient cities, recently unearthed, are laying their
treasures at the feet of modern research. The past lives
again in the recurring cycle of the present. The old
and the new, circled in fratemal fellowship, are enter-
ing side by side into the temple of science, to the end
that doubtful historic problems may be solved, and the
race better educated upon the important matters of
duty and destiny.

Investigations and hieroglyphic readings from
Egyptian obelisks, since the discovery of the Rossetta-
stone, have firmly established the previously half-

g | believed marvels and records of the historian Herodotus.

Recent excavations in and around the city of Jerusalem,
have fully confirmed some disputed points of biblical
history in reference to the Jews. Mr. Wood’s late ex-
plorations (under the auspices of the British Museam)
in Ephesus, seat of one of the original Asian Churches,
are gring'mg to light, and proving the credibility of
many of those seemingly extravagant allusions found
in the Roman and Grecian classics. Pompeii and
Herculaneum, deluged in a sea of ashes and lava, and
sealed from human sight for 1,700 years, now lay
thousands of papyri manuscripts upon the altars of
[talian museums for imspection and trauslation; and
the long-entombed * Palaces of the Cesars” are, under
the patronage of Napoleon IIIL., being resurrected iu
Rome, exhibiting ancient paintings, gesigns, inscrip-
tions, and grafiiti, in a wonderful state of preservation.

The director of the Museum in Naples, and mémber
also of the Italian Parliament, after showing us the
Pompeian papyri, and methods of unrolling and read-
ing them, mentioned a remarkable caricature of Jesus
Christ, discovered while unearthing and removing the
rubbish from the walls adjoining the Palaces of the
Caesars, built during the cfose of the reign of Caius
Julius Cesar, who was made sole Consul and Dictator
of Rome for the third time, in the year 45 n.c.

The evidences are abundant that political and
personal caricatures flourished to a great extent among
the ancient Romans. To this kind of inscription archzo-
logists have given technically the Italian name of
grafiti. These scrawling, yet speaking inscriptions



66

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK,

Ferruary 1, 18%4.

———

are found in considerable numbers in Herculanenum,
Pompeii, and the late excavations in Rome. The
erudite Thomas Wright, M.A., F.S.A.,, and correspond-
ing member of the Imperial Institute, France, says, in
his work on “ Caricatures,” that “after the Nuceri-
neans had been defeated in a gladiatorial exhibition,
and their complaint had been brought before the reign-
ing Emperor Nero, who gave judgment in their favour,
the Pompeians displayed their feelings in rude drawings
upon the walls of the city.” These figures, quaint and
expressive, béar a striking resemblance to those often
seen in the caricaturist sheets of this country. Those
drawn by the Pompeians, to express their contempt for
the Nucerineans, were exceedingly grotesque and
mirth-inspiring. Under the principal figure in the
group is this inscription, rendered quite classical by the
translator :—O companions! YOu perished in the victory
with the Nucerineans !"

This leads to the consideration of the caricature of
Cbrist crucified. If Palestine had no artists, Pompeii
and Rome had caricaturists. The teachings and reports
of Jesus’ mediumistic works gradually—there being
neither telegraphic communicstions nor ¢ express mail
trains”—reached Rome and the rural districts. After
a time the sensation became intense. The common
people, and the cultured even, began to give adhesion
to his doctrines.

The Jews, remember, had charged him not only with
Sabbath-bresking and blasphemy, but of making him-
self * equal with God ;” while the early Christians were
accused by their more scholarly neighbours, the Pagans,
of introducing into religious circles * ke worship of a
new God!” This “new god ” was reputed to have been
born in a Bethlehem manger, and what was more
ridiculous to a polished Greek, or Roman flushed with
national pride, he rode into Jerusalem, on the great
feast-day of the Jews, upon an ase. This is the sorip-
ture record, © Tell ye the daughter of Zion, behold thy King
cometh unto thee, meek, and sil’ing upon an ass.”

Capital for a caricature, said the artistic irreligious
Roman ! - The caricature was made and sealed in the
ruins of Rome—as Vesuvius buried and sealed Her-
culaneum and Pompeii—to be recently discovered
during some excavations. While in Rome lately, we
repaired, accompanied by Prince and Dr. F. fl L
W‘i’llis, of New York, to Chiriherano, a celebrated
museum, containing a large collection of relics, to see
this very interesting caricature. It was important, as
additional evidence of the existence of the ‘‘new god,”
Jesus. The full account is given in Wright’s * History
of Caricature,” which we nearly follow in description.

During the extensions and alterations lately made in
the old Palace of the Ceesars, it was found nece
that, to give support to the structure, a portion of the
street which had remained hidden, and virtually sealed
since the days of the reigning Cesars, should be un-
covered and cut away. Removing the ruins and the
rubbish, the walls were found literally covered with
pictures, scrawls, and drawings, under and around some
of which were explanatory writings, similar to those
found (and may be seen to-day) upon the walls, and in
the deserted houses of Pompeii. The one discovered in
the late Roman excavations, is a Pagan-inspired carica-
ture upon a certain Christian, named Alexamenos,
executed by some half-fledged artist, who evidently
from-# hearsay,” despised the Nazarenean Syrian, and
delighted to caricature his admirers.

In this figure we have first the cross, and then Jesus
represented in the form of a man, the arms outsiretched, the
head shaped like that of the ass, and all eztended upon this
cross. The Christian Alexamenos is sketched standing
on one side, hands upraised in the attitude of the-worship
of that period. Underthe mock figure is an inscription
exhibiting little knowledge of the cﬁ‘;aics. Translated,
a portion reads thus—* dlezamenos worships God.”

A distinguisked polemic, writing near the close of
the second century, treats of “credulity” as related
symbolicslly to the Samaritan Thartac, a god bearing

a scroll, wearing a mantle, and having the “ head of an
us8,” The Samaritans and Pharisees, given to derision,
accused the primitive followers of Jesus of being
“vulgar,” of inaugurating the reign of Thartac, and by
substituting blind faith and superstition for culture and
science, is ancient apologist of the second century,
referring to the “origin of the accusations of ;the
Christians worshipping an ass,” says :—

“The oalamnies invented to cry down our religion arise to

such an excess of impiety, that not long ago in this city (Rome)
a pioture of our God was shown by a certain infamous fellow
who got his living by exh’biting to the peonle wild beasts, atd
who showsd the aforesaid pictare openly to all comers, with
this insoription : * This is Onocrates, the God of the Christians.’”
—Ter. Ap., p. 71.
When these derisive and satirical scrawls were drawn,
a degenerating Paganism was proud and popular, and
primal Christianity, or adhesion to the teachings of the
Galilean, a subject of more jest and contempt if possible
than is modern Spiritualism in the social circles of a
congervative Churchianic aristocracy.

It requires no master mind nor overplus of historie
research to demonstrate that myths are not crude crea-
tions from nothing ; neither are caricaturists sufficiently
stupid to have no substance—no shadow of a reality—
underlying their telling drawings. Results have cor-
responding causes ; old ruins-point to past civilizations.
The existence of millions of Mahommedans without a
Msahomet, or of a Socratic school of thinkers without a
Socrates, would be quite as tenable as that position
which, though admitting a Christianity (true or false),
denies the very existence of a founder, aflame with
great central ideas as the culminating forces of the

es,

‘gThe testimony of the celebrated Tacitus upon the
events connected with his time is exceedin%ly import-
ant, especially as relating to Christianity and the exist-
ence of Jesus. This historian, born A.p. 62, flourished
and wrote in the first century of the Christian era. His
Annals, commencing with Tiberius and terminating with
the death of Nero, in connection with his vivid sketches
of Rome, from the time of the Emperor Galba to the
death of Domitian, give an account of Christ and
the Christians. After Pompeii, along whose quaint
unearthed streets we recently strolled, had become

. | thoroughly Romanised in the-time of Jesus’s advent,

the wealthier classes, as mentioned by both Cicero
and Tacitus, procured large landed estates in the
vicinity, The doomed city was also favoured by the
Emperors. Tacitus, speaking of this and the beauty
of the villas, records in his Annals a serious conflict oc-
curring in the amphitheatre, A.p. 59, between the Pom-
peiians and the neighbouring Nucerines, in consequence
of which the former were prohibited i'rqm performing
theatrical pieces for a period of ten years. Now, as
none disputes the testimony of Tacitus upon the matter
of this conflict in the theatre, why should they the
following from the same historian :—

"« They (these Christians) had their denomination from
Christus, who, in the reign of Tiberius, was put to death as
a criminal by the Procurator Pontius Pilate. This super- -
stition was thus for a while repressed, only to break out
afresh, not merely throughout Judea, where the evil
originated, but throughout Rome also, where things atrocious
and disgraceful congregate and find many patrons,’—
Tacitus' Ann., lib. xv., ¢. 44.

The evidence of the scholarly Pliny, the younger,
born A.p. 61, and celebrated no less for his eloquence .
than the oivil offices he held in the Roman Govern-
ment, must ever carry great weight of conviction,
because exceedingly clear and definite. Phny, the
friend of Tacitus, sent with proconsular powers by the
Emperor Trajan into the provinces of Pontus and Bith-
{nia, found there large numbers of Christians—be-
ievers in the Galilean Jesus—charged with infatuation
and criminal offences. Hesitating as to the best method
of procedure, he addressed a letter to the reigning
Emperor, con;mencing ;= Pliny, to the Emperor Trajan,
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wisheth heilth and happiness” This justly celebrated
letter is too longrto quote in full. Suffice it, that
after informing Trajan that he had ‘“not been pre-
sent at any of the trials of the Christians,” that he had
“been pe?lexed to determine whether there ought to
be any difference made in the punishment on account
of their age,” whether “the name itself, although no
crimes were detected, ought to be punished ;”" he
asked special advice concerning those who had been
Christians, but had left them—some three years before,
some longer, and one or more twenty years” previous.
Pliny further writes :—

“ I prohibited assemblies. . for many of all ages,
and every rank of both sexes likewise are accused, and will
be accused. Nor has the contagion of this supegstition
seized cities only, but the lesser towns also and the districts
of the open country. Nevertheless it seems to me that it
may be restrained and corrected.” The worst that can be
proved against these Christians is that “they habitually
meet together on a certain day, before dawn, to sing a hymn
to Christ as God, and to bind themselves by an oath (sacra-
mento), not to the perpetration of any evil, but to avoitl the
guilt of theft, robbery, and adultery, and never to break their
word or refuse the rendering back of that which has been
entrusted to their care”—Pliny's Letters, x., 97.

In further corroboration of the proofs of the exist-
ence of Jesus Christ and his admiring followers 1n this
riod of the world, the striking testimony of Suetonius,
m in the beginning of the reign of the Emperor
Vespasian (A.. 69), may very appropriately be adduced.
Remember that Suetonius was contemporary with
Tacitus, secretary of the Emperor Hadrian, and author,
among other important works, of the * Iives of the
Twelve Omsars,” still extant. The sceptical Gibbon
characterises him by the epithets, ‘the accurate and
the diligent.” And yet this ‘“diligent” and “accu-
rate ”’ Suetonius most positively affirms the existence of
those ¢ Christians” who, according to Tacitus and that
learned work by contemporary Jews—the Toldoth Jesu,*
originated from one “ Christus” in Judea. Writing
an elaborate history of Nero, who took his own life,
A.D. 68, Suetonius says—* Punishments were inflicted up-
on the Ohrisitans, & sel of men attached to a new and mis-
chievous superstition.”— Suetonius’ Life of Nero, c. 16.

The clear-headed, deistical Gibbon, in his Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire (vol. ii., p. 407), highly com-
mends the integrity of Tacitus, and speaks in great
commendation of the accuracy of Suetonius, adding,
“ the reputation of Tacitus would guard his text against
interpolations.” -

There was no dispute for some hundreds of years
after the Christian era, about the existence of Jesus or
the origin of churchial Christianity. It was admitted
on all hands, and more especially by men of erudition,
to have risen in Judea during the reign of Tiberius.
The satirical Celsue,f who lived before or about the

* Tol. Jesu, chap. i. ii.

t This Celsur, who flouriched in the time of the Emperor
Hadrian, was, if Or gen may bs credited, an Epicurean philo-
sopher. Personifying a Jew in his work egainst the Obristians,
be makes him say to Christ—* When you were washed by
Jobn, you say that the spectre of a bird flew toyou f'om the
air. But what witness worthy of belief saw this spectre? or
who beard a voice from heaven adopting you for a son of God,
exoept yourself and somwe of yeur associates? . . . What
occasion was there, while you ‘were yet aninfant, that you
should be brought to Egypt, in order that you might net be
slain ? For it was not fit that a God sbould be afraid of death.
Bat an angel came from beaven, ordering you and your asso-
ciates to fly, leet, being taken, you uhonlg be put to death.
e « . . Letusgrantthat these wonders were performed by
you; but they are common with the works of enchanters, who

aise to effect more wonderful deede than these, and asol
those who hiave been taught by the Egyptians to perform
in the middle of the forum for a'fow oboli; such as expelling
demons from men, dissipating diseases by a puff, evoking the
.ssals of. heroes,” etc. Uelsus further says—* The Obristians
and Jews most stopidly contend with each ot er, and this con-
‘troversy of theirs about Cbrist differs in nothing from - the
e tbzut the contention for the shadow of an asg."—Apul.

. Mo F e

Greeoc., Tom, vil., p. 313"

middle of the second century, wrote a famous work
against Christianity. Origen, a long time after, reviewed
it. In this noted work of Celsus, after repeating the
Jewish calumnies against Jesus and the “Virgin Mary,”
he proceeds to declare his intention of confining him-
self henceforward to the * Christians’ own books—*hs
books of the disciples of Jesus.” The learned Origen, in
reply, states that Celsus “ had long been dead,” and
places him in the time of Hadrian (a.n. 138).

Valentinus came from Egypt to Rome a little previous
to a.0. 140. He was an 1conoclast, and in some res-
pects advocated an outrageous system. Still he ad-
mitted the existence of Jesus, and seemed to rely with-
out reserve upon passages quoted from the Symoptic
Gospels, and also from St. John’s. Ptolemy and Hera-
cleon were his two most distingnished disciples.
Through Origen we have a few fragments of their
writings.

Among the sceptical teachers of this period was
Basilides, who must be assigned to an earlier period than
Valentinus. Classical authors, as well as Eusebius,
place him between the years A.p. 117 and a.p. 137.
Agrippa Castor was his great antagonist. At one time
he professed to be a Christian, and to have received
bis secret doctrines from Matthias, the one chosen to
supply the place of Judas. But Christian or anti-
christian—sceptical and heretical as he was always
considered,—he freely acknowledged the existence of
Jesus, and quoted from the Gospel of John.

Marcion, who came earlier than A.p. 148, from
Sinope, on the Black Sea, to Rome, cheriched such
violent prejudices against Judaism and the accepted
Christianity of that period, that he utterly rejected
several books now in the New Testament, and is
accused of mutilating and altering others. Though
denunciatory in style, he confessed that Jesus’ life was
not only actusl, but beautiful and divine. The
Christian father, Tertullian, wrote a treatise against
Marcion.

Let it be carefully noted, therefore, that Jews,
Greeks, and Romans—Celsus the sarcastic, and Por-
phyry* the classical, Hierocles, Valentinus, and others,
during the first half of the sécond, or the last half of
the first century, opposing or writing against, and all as
anxious to overthrow Christianity as are orthodox
Sectarists to demolish the citadel of Spiritualism, never,
never, 80 far as we are aware, denied in a single instance
the existence of Jesus of Nazareth, nor of Christianity's
originating in Judea, under the procuratorship of Pon-
tius Pilate. Celsus is definite upon this point. He
not only refers the rise of Christianity to the province
of Judes, but he speaks of Jesus as “the man of
Nazareth who had existed not long before his time,”
which was A.p. 138.

Julian, at one time Governor of Gaul, and afterwards
Emperor of Rome, died on the 26th of June, A.p. 363,
in consequence of a wound received from a Persian
javelin, while leading the Roman legions to battle.
Julian’s early education was entrusted to the care of
Eusebius, Bishop of Nicomedia. Later, his tutor in
Greek literature was Mardonius, a learned Christian
eunuch. When fourteen, he was sent with his brother
Gallus to Cappadocia, where while listening to dis-
courses upon Eisto , they were "taught also the Scrip-
tures, and even ordained lecturers. It was the inten-
tion of Constantius to make Julian a priest. To this
end, after being ordained as a lecturer, he publicly read
the Scriptural books in the church of Nicomedia. Pur-
suing his studies for some years in Constantinople, and
afterwards going to claesic Athens to finish them, he
formed the acquaintance of Libanius, an accomplished
orator ; and further came into literary fellowship with
several of the Platonic philosophers.

* Porphyry was familiarly denominated the * the old man of
Tyre.” He was echolarly in his babits and fatherly in bis natare.
The book he wrote against the Obristians was publicly burned
by the order of the Emperor Coppmgtine.—Vide Fabric. Bib.
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After more critically examining and comparing the
- two religions—the Pagan and the Christian—with the

wonders, mervels, and moral tendencies claimed for
each, he accepted the Pagan as’the more echolarly,
catholic, and divine. From this time the bigoted
Church Fathers termed him the “Apostate.” Upon
assuming tbe purple and ascending the throne, he
openly professed the old religion of Rome, issued an
edict of universal toleration, and endeavoured to correct

revious governmental abuses. Christians complained
gecanse he demanded that those who had ruthlessly
torn down heathen temples should rebuild them. This
was the period of struggle in Rome and the East
between tEe old and the new in religion. The fierce
invectives of Gregory and Jerome are unworthy of
notice ; yet judged rgy the narrative of Ammianus, by
his contemporary the eloquent Libanius and by his own
works, Jullan must have been a man of amiable moral
qualities and brilliant mental attainments. Church op-
ponents even admitted the purity of his morals and the
rigid austerity of his life.

Julian wrote several books against Christ and the
Christians. Some of these Cyril attempted to refute.
The Emperor's style, though classic, was sometimes
severe. After penning pointed words against Jesus and
John (see Hier., Epist. 83, b. 8), he says—* These
things, therefore, we shall shortly discuss, when we
come particularly to consider the monstrous deeds and
fraudulent machinations of the Evangelists.” Though
living in the very blaze of Roman civilization aund
oratory, the Emperor Julian frankly admitted the exist-
ence of Jesus, and the genuine goodness of his life.
And yet he insisted.that his marvellous works were
equalled, if not excelled, by Egyptian wonder-workers
and Grecian thaumaturgists, and that his admiring dis-
ciples hurtfully magnified his virtues. In Libanius’s
admirable funeral oration upon Julian’s life and death
this remarkable passage occurs—* But when the winter
had extended the nights, Julian, besides many other beau-
tiful works, attacked the books which make a man of
Palestine to.be a god, and the Son.of God.
In a long contest and with strenuous arguments in the
execution of this work, he appears to have excelled the
Tyrian old man.”

The Mahommedan Ravzat el Saffa, famous as scholar
and historian, writing an elaborate history of the world,
in Arabic, near the close of the sixth century, not only
mentions Jesus and the wonderful works ascribed to
him, wrought in Syria, but considers him to have been
the “intermediate prophet” between Abraham and
Mahomet. Does some carping iconoclast say there
bave been ‘handed down to us no documents written
by Jesus and the apostles?” Granted: and what of
it? Manuscript-writing was the missioned work of
ecribes—not masters—in the Nazarene’s time. Further,
no original documents in the hand-writings of Zoroaster,
Lycurgus, Pythagoras, Socrates, or John the Baptist
have reached us through the past periods. Ts it wisdom,
in consequence of this, to deny the existence of these
moral teachers ?

It may not be inappropriate to state that those—
especially American Spiritualists—denying the fact of
Jesus’s existence, base their opinions principally upon
the mingled facts and fancies recorded in Robert L'ay-
lor’s Diagasis. To flippant talkers heis quite as autho-
ritative ag Swedenborg to New Churchmen, or the old
Latin Fathers to Catholic Christians. While none
would dispute Mr. Taylor’s excellent echolarship, it is
plainly discernible that his imagination, irony, and pre-
judice often prevailed over his better judgment. Iilis
classical references, frcquently one-sided, indicate more
of a purpose to secure some strategetic point than to
elicit truth.
In the effort to show the similarity between Christianity
and the tragedy of Prometheus, ke says—*‘ Promethcus
was crucified on Mount Caucesus—not on Mount
Calvary "—when the fact is, Prometheus was not

ITis exaggerations admit of no apology. |-

crucified at all. This is the paass;.ge from Schutz’s
Zisshylus describing the punishment :—

¢ Thee, with indissoluble chains, perforce,
Mast I now rivet to this savage rock ! ”

Taylor further affirms that Prometheus, ‘“to rescue
men from eternal death, ventured to expose himself to
the wrath of the Almighty Father.” This ie not only
incorrect or purely imaginitive on the part of Mr. Tay-
lor, the translator, but what is more unjustifiable, he
avails himself of that ambiguity so often connected with
the word death. Hereis the true version of Zschylus: —
“ For unhappy mortala

Had no regard, and all the pregent race
Villed to ExTIRPATE, and to form anow.”

His translation—Theophraslus on Superstition—contained
8o many inaccuracies and wilful deviatione from the
text, that many of his sceptical friends reproved him,
and others entirely forsook him. Reviewing and re-
gretting his course, he set his face churchward again in
the latter years of his life in France. Mr. W——, an
En%li.eh gentleman of erudition, occupying socially and
professionally much the same position among Spiritualists
in London that Judge Edmonds does in New York,
recently referred us to the place where Mr. Taylor
occasionally addressed the people, informed us why he
was “ arrested,” and, further, furnished us with some of
the reasons why he repented his sweeping course and
fruitless efforts to prove the non-existence of Jesus
Christ, with the ulterior purpose of overthrowing the
Christian religion.

Failing to discriminate between religion as a natural
sentiment, religion as an elemental principle of the
human soul, and the perversions of religion in the name
of Christianity, his labours proved utterly ineffective.
That he sought in his last years to gain the confidence
of the Christian Church is, so far as we are aware,
universally conceded. Accordingly, the little prestige:
he once had faded from tne mental horizon previous to
his death. None acquainted with his history pow
quote bhim as authority. English sceptics long ago

* | removed his candlestick from the altar in their temples ;

and yet he continues to be the text-book of certain
American Spiritualists. These, quoting him authorita-
tively, usua lz conclude with the flourish— Well,
Josephus the historian and contemporary of the public
ministry of Jesus did not mention him.” Such blunders
are quite unpardonable. Josephus was not born till
sixteen years after the crucifixion of Jesus. His first
work was not published till seventy-six years after, and
hissecond not till ninety-three years after Christ. Bear
in mind, then, that Josephus, who wrote more in the
interest of the Romans than the Jews, was not the
contethporary of the Nazarene. As to his famous
passage. concerning Jesus, some pronounce it a forgery,
others, and more learned, genuine. The present ten-
dency of classical critics, even in sceptical Germany, is
to the effect that it is authentic. Ernest Renan,
denominated alternately * Unitarian” and “Infidel,”
yet doubtless the most competent Semitic scholar in the
world, contends for its genuineness. After speaking
of the Gospels as “legendary biographies,” written
peither “ after the manner of Suetonius, nor in the:
style of Philostratus,” and the “crowd of scattered data
respecting Jesus and the tjme in which he lived,” he
8ays :—

¢ Jesephus's short notices of Jesus, of John the Baptist, of
Judas the Gaulonite, are dry and colourless. We feel that he
seeks to present these movements, so profoundly Jewish in
character and spirit, under a form which would be intelligible

to Greeks and Romans. I believe the passage respecting*
Jesus to be authentio. It is perfectly in the style of Josephus ;

and if this bistorian has made mention of Jesus, it is thus that

he must have spoken of him.”

It matters little to our present purpose whether the
passage in this Jewish history relating to Jesus be -
genuine or not, inasmuch as it is certain that in about
fifteen years after Josephus’s birth there appeared upon.
the stage Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny, and others who
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wrote of either Jesus Christ or the Christians. Grant-
ing—which, however, we do not—that Josephus does
not mention Jesus Christ, he does mention John the
Baptist (4ntig. Jud, lib. i., c. 5, 6), and this John the
Baptist, connected with a prior phase of Christian or
Nazarenean teachings, pointed to Jesus as one whose
“ghoes he was not worthy to unloose,” and who should
baptize believers with the ‘‘Holy Ghost, and with
fire ”—that is, with or into a most searching, purifying
spiritual influence.

Modern Spiritualism, duly celebrating its twenty-first
birthday, is pointing towards thirty years of existence
in America, since the “ Rochester manifestations ;” but
what Josephus—what accredited American or European
historian has even mentioned by name those early
heralds of this spiritual dispensation, so musical with
the love-ministries of angels?

¢ Aaron Knight,” the controlling intelligence of Dr.
E. C.Dunp, connected with aband of ancient and highly-
exalted spirits, one of which he denominates an “angel,”
informs us that he has seen Jesus in the heavenly
world companioned with Confucius, Pythagoras, Plato,
and other holy intelligences, who shone in the twilight
of their earlier ages, and whose names grace the page
of history. Other—many other—spirits testify to the
same. :

A. J. Davis, not given to dealing with non-existences,
was sufficiently intuitive, clairvoyant, and wise to give
Jesus, in his Pantheon of Progress (Harmonia, vol. v.),
a commanding position. Here we might rest the case.
The proofs adduced showing the actual existence of
Jesus are passages and references drawn, not from
Christian authors or churchal historians, but from un-
willing witnesses and sources denominated ¢ Pagan”
and “Infidel.” This in the estimation of sceptics,
whosc good we scek, must necessarily add to the force
of the evidences. If the testimony of Tacitus, Pliny,
and others required strengthening, we might marshal a
host of later authors—Pgthagoric, Platonian, and
Christian—such as Ammonius, Hippolitus, Partuensis,
Pantsnus, Melito, Higgesippus, Tatian, Athensgoras,
Pamphilus of Ceesarea, whose private library before or
since has hardly been equalled, and others of the first
centuries after the crucifixion.

Gifted with genius, ability, and fair self-assurance,
friend E. S. Wheeler, connected editorially with the

American Spiritualist, writing of the * Seers of the Ages,” |

“Men and Myths,” &c., says :—

 According to Pytheas, Inchofer, Manda, and present ap-
pearances, we must acknowledge not only the impersonality
cf Jesus, but also the non-existence of his prototype. Very
good! for thus we are carried past Chrishna—past the Budd-
has—past all the breed of ‘ Redeemers,’ ‘ Saviours,” ¢ Sons of
God,’ and other bumbuge, until we reach the centre of the
lodge, inside the temple. We should have been better satis-
fied were the assumed Jesus taken from the position of a myth
and made positive as a veritable man. This was not attompted.
Fundamentally our criticiam upon the ¢ Pastophora’ involved
the dizcrimination, that as a historian, Mr. Peebles bad been
uneven and unreliablo ; inasmuch as he gave undue promin-
ence to the assumed history of Jesus, without attempting to
¢prove’ even his existence.”

The *attempt,” under difficulties of travel and distance
from the familiar face of our library, has been made in
the foregoing pages. These evidences, selected from
impartial and generally anti-christian historians, em-
body some of the reasons for our belief in the existence
of Jesus. Are they not sufficient to confirm, or esta-
blisb, a reasonable belief in all well-balanced minds ?

In the effort to negate them, Mr. Wheeler, taking the
position be does, that Jesus Christ was only a ‘““myth,”
or one of the “ breed of the sons of God,” will of course
attempt—

1. ’{l‘o account philosophically for the foundation, of that
-“myth.”

2. To show how that force in the world (good or ill) called
Christianity, born of nothing, or originating without the

“filmy shadow” of a founder, could have produced such
striking results. '

3. He will be kind enough to show that those weird draw-
ings caricaturing the Nucerineans and Jesus upon the cross,
with the worshipping Alexamenos and the ancient Greek
inscriptions, are all modern inventions.

4. Overthrowing the Hebrew Toldoth Jesu, the sole aim
of which was to deride and defame Jesus (a “myth,” or
mythical nonentity), he will perhaps hurl the destructive
shaft of annihilation at the writings of the erudite Philo.

5. He will convict the Arabian historian Ravzat el Saffa,
who despised Jesus and the Christianity of the centuries, of
helping to make a manufactured “ myth " a reality, perpetua-
ting it through all time.

6. He will set the late German critics, and more especially
the scholastic Renan, right about the celebrated passage in
Josephus, that expressly speaks of Jesus, as well as John the
Baptist.

7. Showing the falsity of Suetonius’ testimony with Gib-
bon’s emphatic endorsement of his historic “accuracy,” he
will proceed to demolish the Roman historian Tacitus, who
pointedly says the Christians had their origin from “ Christus
in the reign of Tiberius

8. He will sternly reprove the Emperor Julian for writing -
largely against Jesus and Christianity, and the Pagan Liba-
nius for unwisely admitting in his oration that the Christians
“made a man of Palestine a God ;" when, with wordy as-
sumptions, they might have ended the matter at once by
denying the very existence of Jesus. ;

9. Impeaching that distingunished writer, Pliny the
younger, and snubbing the spirits for testifying to having
seen the ascended Nazarene in the higher kingdoms of God,
he may delicately hint to the seer, A. J. Davis, the folly of
lumbering a living Pantheon of Progress with a “ mythic”
nonentity.

Surely, to speak with a breath, or write with & dash of the
pen, a Socrates or a Jesus, a Paracelsus or a venerable grand-
parent out of existence, because, forsooth, we did not happen
to have been present at their birth, or because they made
their début before our memorable era, is in good keeping with
neither reformer nor philosopher.

A. J. Davis, never accused of 8o much as leaning towards
Christianity, had the clearness and good practical foresight to
give Jesus a distinguished position in his Pantheon of inspired
teachers. Treating of the central thoughts of the Nazarene
in the fifth volume of the Harmonia, he writes in this
manner :—* Jesus, like every other fully-inspired spirit, put
personality into his religious compound. His charity was
transparent, comprehensible, undeniable, gnd over-mastering.
. . .+ . Jesus did not differ much from the wise and
harmonious Essenes in his bye-laws and spiritual precepta.”

‘While Mr. Wheeler denies the existence of Jesus, he
affirms in the most unequivocal manner that Pythagoras was
a “ sublime man—a grand historical character.” In proof of
this position the testimony of Rev. J. O. Barrett and ourself,
with references, is offered. Admirable this as a stroke of
policy—nothing more.

Supposing I had adduced the testimony of two orthodox
clergymen, with a few extracts from the Christian fathers, in
demonstration of Jesus' existence, would it not have been
considered a magnificent exhibition of pitiable weakness ? No,
no,—our friend, ever heavily shotted for battle, must not be
let off 8o easy. The place of Phythagoras’ birth remains un-
settled. Hardly a half-dozen men of research agree as to the
time of his advent; while others, noted for erudition in the
direction of antiquity, have denied the personal existence of
this Samian altogether. Historic and incontrovertible evid-
ences, therefore, are called for, settling the time, place of birth,
and existence even of this “ sublime man,” of whom, accord-
ing to Mr. Wheeler, Jesus was only the * pale, filmy shadow,”
The proofs, to be satisfactory, must be sclected not from
ardent admirers, of whom we are one, nor from modern
writers prejudiced in favour of Grecian assumption, but from
the contemporary enemies and haters of the Pvthagoric school
of thinkers.

Right here, we must introduce to our critic the Teutonic
Zimmermann, who, with others of that class, persist in reduc-
ing nearly all the great historic lights of India, Egypt, Judea,
Syria, and Greece, to myths or poetic imagery. Smiling, he
would probably say, “ Friend Wheeler, before writing further
of that *thin, filmy shadow,” prove the existence of your
substance—Pythagoras | ” ;

Given by temperament and organization to belief and trust,
and admiring in our soul's depths both of those noble person-
"'ages, Pythagoras and Jesus, I take heartfelt pleasure in re-
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saying, that if poesy needed a Homer—sculpture a Phidias—
jurisprudence a Lycurgus—morals a Confucius—philosophy a
Plato—and oratory a Demosthenes—the Israelitish nation,
given to contemplation, required just such an intuitive, lov-
ing, self-sacrificing character as Jesus of Nazareth, the central
personage of the Gospels.

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.

“THE REV. ROBERT TAYLOR"” INTRODUCED,
WHO IS TO GIVE A SERIES OF CONTROLS.

A CoxnTroL BY “ AMMoNiUs SAccas.”
Recorded by A. T. T. P., January 23, 1884.

[The Medium, who in trance dictates these communications,
is an uneducated working man.]

The Sensitive, when he came, said he heard a great deal
of talking, and he heard the mame of a man who had been
long imprisoned and heavily fined for blasphemy.

Recollecting the trial of Carlyle, the bookseller, in Fleet
Street, I mentioned his name. The Sensitive said :—

No, not Carlyle.

I then mentioned Robert Taylor, who was called the
“Devil's Chaplain,” and I said that must be fifty-six years
ago. He recognised the name, and immediately went under
control of “”Ammonius Saccas,” who said :—

Not fifty-six but fifty-three years ago; it was in 1831. We
bad a visitor last night in your little room, one from the astro-
nomical sphere; one to whom a little knowledge spiritually
had proved a dangerous thing. I am referring to the Rev.
Robert Taylor, Bachelor of Arts, who filled, in the minds of
orthodox divines, that position wbich you have named, and
which was an established office in the early days of the Chris-
tian Church: namely, the * Devil’s Chaplain.” There was
always in the early days of the Ohurch a devil's chaplain ; one
whoee office it was to point out the misdeeds of the man who
was endeavouring to obtain an entry into the priesthood, and
who attended every ordination to try to prove the misdeeds of
his past life, the better to choose a man uncontaminated and fit
for the ministry. Such rigid examinations into a man's past,
when applying for the office of priest, was soon found extreme-
ly inconvenient to the applicants. The early fathers might
bave come out of the examination in & tolerably creditable
manner, but, alas, for their successors in after generations.
Their past lives would bear no such scrutiny, and so the office
of Devil's Obaplain was abolished, until the early part of this
the nincteenth century, this century of great changes, a man,
coming from the very heart of orthodoxy, was unanimously
elected by his incensed brother Christian divines to the office of
His Royal Highness the Devil’s Chaplain.

This chaplain of the great Christian Bogie, or rather the
great Bogie of the Obristians, preached from a devil's pulpit,
rituated in the Blackfriars Road, on the Surrey side of your
River, at a place called the Rotunda, which, until his advent,
bad been used as a sort of Free-thought Hall, which had been
honoured by the oratory of men who preached liberty and bro-
therhood. After the decease of the Rev. Robert Taylor, the
orthodox divines tried not only to damn bhis teaching, but also
resolved that the place itself should be degraded, and become
infamous. Turning it into a resort for the idle and dissolate ;
not even giving it the name of a legalized play-house, but re-
fusing it the authority of the law, and for many successive
years it became what is known amongst the lower orders as a
“ Gaff " of the lowest description, so that not only his teachings
were held in bitter derision, but the place, that had been sanc-
tified by many of his words of wisdom and truth, was, by their
malice, changed into a Hell lower than their imagination could
conceive.

I tell you, dear Recorder, that a little knowledge spiritually
is a dangerous matter, and yet how earnestly some men pray
for spiritual knowledge. There is a time and a season for all
things. It was neither time nor season for the Rev. Robert
Taylor to receive spiritual knowledge. Some men are of a
calm and passionless nature, whereas his was a nature sensi-
tive to the greatest degree. He prayed for spiritual know-
ledge with all the earnestness of his soul, and through intaition
and by means of clairaudience he became aware of this truth,
that if he received it, it would be like the waving of a magi-
cian’s wand: things would then be viewed in a different light ;
his duties would be differently considered. e was a priest of
an Established Oburch, whose dooctrine, resting on alleged in-
fallibility, was what was expected to be his teaching; and if
he received spiritual knowledge, his intellectual gifts, his
moral perceptions would become the anguish of his daily life,
if be continued in bis ministry. He was reminded of his col-
lege fame ; of the nights and days of earnest and weary study;
of his ministerial fame already overshadowing the sober repu-
tations of his fellow divines. He was ddvised not to awaken
the emotions of his shrewd, hard, iron understanding. The

time was not ripe to have suoh faonlties as these elaborated
and etherealized by spiritual communications. His lips already
had gained for him spiritual surroundings with all their hopes
of immortality still abiding with them. If he would wander
into higher pathg of trath, then voices would come down ; those
who were afar would be drawn nearer ; those who were indis-
tinot would become oclear, and the light of spiritaal truth
would proclaim herself. He would have to climb the high
mountain-peak of earthly faith, and receive the substantial
earthly reward of eartbly sanctity ; bnt if he would still per-
sist, then he would find that truth will keep him down, even
on the level with the lowest on earth ; but even if the lowest
of earth would deem it degradation to listen to his words, yet
should angels listen to him, and angels answer him. Angels be~
longing to the Brotherhood of Humanity, his heart vibrating
unseen with theirs, if he accept trath. And if be should accept
truth, then truth shall send him & crop of pain. Through tens
of thousands of hearts his persuasive eloquence shall be the
foundation on which should be built a greater change than ever
has befallen hnmanity in the past. The voice farther said:—

“ They look on you now a8 & mouthpiece of heaven’s messen-
gers of wisdom and love. Your congregatioun thinks, that the
ground on which you walk is sanctified. Old and young would
wieh to be buried and lay their bones side by side with yours,
8o that they might be the first with yon on that great day of
universal ascension. But if you adore the iruth, all thinge
else are but shadows The trath, you know, lasteth for ever. 1F,
then, you are still decided on truth, I, ¢ Busiris, the Ancient of
Days,’ have warned you ; warned you with more than a father’s

arental love. You know not mow spiritnal truth. Beware,
est knowing it, you become a liar and a hypocrite.”

So spake ‘ Busiris ” to him ; yet would he know at all risks,
making good the words which I have spoken, that often a little
knowledge spiritually is a dangerous matter.

The voices asked him :—*“On what subject he would like to
be enlightened ?” And he answered: “ Let the theme be of
Christianity,” and he was answered by a series of spiritnal lec-
tares, delivered to him clairaudiently, from which, after many
sorrowfal heart-searchings, he preached. These lectures were
named * Mythology : Mythology as the souroce of Christianity,
as proved by the science of Astronomy, through past ages.” He
received truth, as all men receive it, in foar and trembling.
Oh, dear Recorder, when a solemn voice speaks through sur-
rounding space, the circnmstance itself stirs the immortal soul ;
but when it speaks in unmistakable langnage the words of‘
trath, which bring sure conviction, the appealing power is felt
in the deepest intensity. 8o it was with the Rov. Robert Tay-
lor. He became, inetead of a contented orthodox minister,
loving and beloved, the dimmest of all shadows in the black
garments of earth’'s priesthood: turning heavenward; hold-
ing communion, yet acting a lie before the Most High Omni-
science ot God. He, whom the people looked on as clothed
with the sanctity of an Enoch ; he, whose footsteps lighted with
brilliant aura the earth track of all be loved ; he, who breathod
the dying prayer over his parting parishioners; he, so revered
and trusted, was living a life that was both a pollution and a
lie. Oh! the agony of that heart-searching. Ho kuew he did
not believe in what he taught ; he knew that he was drawing
the wrath of God by teaching humanity a lie. He would clear
his throat with a preparatory * ahem,” to tell his listeners that
there was no vicarious atonement; no shedding of blood, and
no salvation outside of self-hood. But could he see the change
in these faces; could he bear for them to start up from their
seats, and tear him out of the pulpit which he had defiled ?
Yeot he loved the truth ; he loved not a lie. He was panishi
himself, and bearing a keener anguish than if he had scourg
himself, until the scourge dropped with his blood.

There are low spirits ; there are spirits who delighted in his
anguish, as there are bad men on earth. Spirits who grinned
at, and mocked him.during these struggles, whilst his sar-
roundings ascended sorrow-ladened into higher and more
ethereal spheres: and then came his friends and companions
who had passed away in the days of his youth, standing im
shape before him. His white-bearded father, with an ortho-
dox Christian frown on his furrowed face ; and then came his
mother ; both father and mother remembered the straggle they
had endured to give him his college career ; yet in those days
of his anguish even his mother appeared and turned her bead
away from her son. Methinks she might have thrown a pity-
ing glance on her son.

There is unspeakable misery in & false life : He will tell you
this when he controls. To the untrue man the whole world is
false, and will impalpably shrink to nothing in bis grasp. The
only thing that is real is the soul’s anguish ; there is nothing
else real.

Then came his first sermon, deeply tinged with unorthodox
views, and with it the sarprige and consternation of his flook:
his arraignment before the Bish)p of bis Diocese, who tried to
pooh-pooh away his scruples, and who did seriously convinoe
him, that it was necessary fur him to earn his bread before he
could eat it, and said :—** As expiation will be necessary, for
the complaints against you have been most urgent, you will be
dismissed from your Curaoy, until this escapade has been for-
gotten, and I will not forget you after the needed time has
passed. I will find & vacant living for you” (that I believe
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is the term for preferment in the church), as he had to go
through this expiatory term of penitence.

0 God! what perfection of moockery: a soul trifling with
itself. It was a mockery at which spirits blushed and wept,
and bad spirits rejoiced and jeered : & mockery bora of cowar-
dice. Truth is for the iron-nerved. He had been told this,
he had been warned, and had aoccepted the choice to endare it.
He sbrieked alound in his anguish, yet bread was necessary for
bim. He must live ; 8o this expiatory term went on, but there
came no notice of any vacant living. 8o the journey is taken
again by bim to the Bishop of the Diocese, to know the reason.
Then the mask is thrown on one side. The ill-clad, half-
starved suppliant is less dangerous to Orthodoxy, than a
favoured minister in the full zenith of popularity, who has un-
fortunate soruples ; and the Bishop felt that the position was
greatly changed. The first gooitiou demanded a given pro-
mise and certainty with the intention of keeping it; the
second position wore an entirely different aspect.

The man had evidently not got rid of his scruples, although
his lips answered to the Articles of the Church, and gave ad-
herenoe to the Obristian Creed, yet his heart gave back again
the indignant lie. This could be seen in his inspired face, ex-
pressive of soul. It was sadly paler, pitifully emaciated, but
truthful in every line; and the unbidden protest of the soul
took that form : ¢‘ I must have bread to eat.” DBut the worldly
Bishop did not recognise this necessity. The worldly Bishop
remembered his persuasive eloguence of old, in the days of his
prosperity, and he was not going to give him a chance to re-
peat it. His place in the future was to be in the back ground,
far back, and 80 he told him, and there was one more aching
heart added to the great number existing amongst men.

Well, Will has a short journey on earth. It is well to live
out life for truth. After this commenced the preaching of some
of the most remarkable lectures that had ever fallen from the
lips of men, respecting Mythology, the foundation of Christi-
anity, and which he intends renewing through this Sensitive,
and which he prays you patiently to record. He says, that
the subject matter may border on what may be deemed by
thousands coarse and ridicnlous ; but he considers that ridicale
.18 a legitimate weapon wherewith to combat hypocrisy and lies.
At the same time some of his controls (that is, if he exerts the
same power that he exerted last night) will be wise, and
breathe & high and holy, God-loving spirit.

Last night inspiration seemed to breathe through his lips;
seemed to descend on bim, and possess him. His theme was
‘* The Relation of God to Humanity.” Had you heard him
foretell the high and glorious destiny of newly-formed human-
ity, yon weuld have thought that the wisdom of all the pro-
phets of the Hebrews was speaking through bim. His transit-
ory stay with us, was as if it were an angel in our midst. It
was a visit fall of trinmph ; in such a mood he claimed from
us the proudest eminence of superiority possessing the gift of
intelleot ; rich in angelio love, with such a pervading elo-
quence that I had never heard equalled. It is only when he
descends into ridicule, that the spirit of sounl-bitterness betrays
ftself. For, dear Recorder, what is he else but & man, and he
remembers his manhood’s wrongs; and he remembera the class
at whose bands he received those wroogs. Yes, he is less
angelic and more human in his ridicule, but he is here, and he
asks of me, ‘‘ Ammonius Baoccas,” to introduce bim to you,
which I think, I have done effectually. So I leave it for him
and you to judge.

This I know, that I bave spoken from the remembrance of
his visit, and of his words, and I say further, that although
his brothers here on earth gave his services to the devil, yet he
now claims for bis #piritual companions, as friends and equals,
the bighest of your surroundings. May God, who enables
homanity alike to bear the joys and ills of earth, bless and
keep you in time and throughout eternity. ‘Ammonius
Sacocas ” bids you good day.

Before going I asked for a little conversation, and asked for
some explanation on certain points.

“ Ammonius Saccas,” with this present seance, had con-
trolled at six consecutive seances, and had, in two or three of
them referred to the work of my co-worker, Wm. Oxley, of
Manchester, and as I could not make out the bearing of the
allusion, I asked what they meant. He said :

Your co-worker has been endeavouring to show that the
foundation of the dootrine of OChristianity was founded on
Egyptian mystery, the base being astronomy. The Rev.
Boiert Taylor, who came to the same conclusions, will endea-
vour to give his views and carry on the work still farther.
It is proposed by your suorroundings, if conditions permit, that
“ Robert Taylor ” will give a series of controls on the astro-
nomical foundation of all religions.

This I trust I shall get, but I cannot command conditions.
As an earnest, however, of intention, I may say, I have had a
control by “ Robert Taylor,” whom I shall leave to tell his
own story.

p—— ————

Miss Lottie Fowler remains at 33, Downing Street, Manches-
ter, for a little longer. - Then she purposes going on to Belper,
ami after that, Liverpool.

BURNT PAPER RESTORED BY SPIRIT-POWER.

To the Editor.—Sir,—If you have space free in your weekly
publication for the insertion of the following, it may be found
to interest some of your readers; the truth of which can be
verified by myself and others. R

We are in the habit of sitting with our Meprum (Edward F.
Shearin) every Sunday evening, alone, when we receive most
interesting and edifying communications from our spirit
friends. (vide “ Gleanings from the Spirit World,” Published
by J. Burns, 15, Southampton, Row W.(l.) The last two Sun-
days, having received permssion to do 8o, we invited a lady
friend to join our circle, she being desirous of investigating tho
truth of Spiritualism.

The late “ Lord Byron” took oontrol, and after conversing
on various subjeots of interest, some relating to events of his
past life, also present experiences, he proposed to give us for
the benefit of our friend, some physical manifestations, with
the view of convinoing her of the power of the Spirit, etc.

He then requested that one leaf from a oigarette book lying
on the table, should be torn in half, while its counterpart was
to remain in the book. This was done, and the latter was
taken possession of by our visitor, and went home with her.
We were then directed to light a candle, and to hold the torn-
off half in the flame of the candle until utterly consumed, we
being witnesses of its entire destruotion. This was fully ac-
complished. * Byron” then informed us, that we bad not seen
the last of that piece of paper, as it was his intention to restore
it to us again intact, and that it would be found to correspond
exaotly with itas fellow portion from which it had been severed.
He expressed a hope of being able to convey it to the home of
g:r :‘riend that same night, but could not promise to accomplish

at.

On her way home the same evening, our friend suaddenly be-
came alarmed, by the horse becoming restive and unmanage-
able. It backed, ran on the pavement, reared, and refused to
proceed forward. An impression entered the mind of our
friend that perhaps * Byron” or some spirit might be near,
and that the horse was frightened from this cause. She then
mentally implored any spirit that might be there to leave her.
Immediately the horse recovered itself, and went on its way
quietly as before.

The following Sunday, slis was relating this adventure to us,
which “ Byron " afterwards corroborated as being perfectly
correot ; that he had himself accompanied our friend, with the
intention of conveying the paper to her own home, but fearing
the spirit-power to be on the wane, gave it ap, but purposely
frightened the horse, and impressed the lady’s mind with the
real cause of its fear, as a test to her of his presence. He ex-
pressed regret for not having accomplished the restoration of
the paper that night, but promised she should find it this
evening before she would leave our circle. After the seance
was over and light restored, there on the table before her was
the identical paper, which upon examination with its counter-
part CORRESPONDED EXACTLY, each jagged edge meeting in per-
feot correspondence with the other, and upon it a sentence had
been written, with the initials of a dear spirit-friend.

After this, we had some light objects, brought from different
parts of our house, thrown upon the table before us, and which
appeared to have come down from the oeiling !

The physical manifestations were given (as we were after-
wards told) to convince our friend on this her first investiga-
tion of the truths of 8piritualism.

Signed by us Eniza F. TieTkens.
ErnrsT A. TIETKENS.
G. H. (Lady friend).

A GuosT-HAUNTED CHURCH.—Strange reports have been

iven currency to by our contemporaries respecting *‘ unearth-
y mugical sounds,” at 8t. John’s Church. We are sorry that
we are unable to throw any light upon ths seubject. The
“ Devon Qounty Standard” says:—*‘It is whispered about that
on more than one oocasion soft music has been heard stealing
through the hushed silence of the church at times when the
verger and other officials ought to be in bed and asleep ; bat
on reaching the organ chamber the instrament has been found
locked as usnal in the intervals between the servioes, and if
the organ had been played at all, it must have been done by
unseen fingers. Other gossips say the sextoness has been
soared by seeing something walking about the chancel at un-
earthly hours! Again, that the spring bell used to call the
choristera to duty has been set a-ringing most mysterionsly ;
and I don't know how many antics this ¢ ghost’ has not been
kicking up!” The * Western Times” has the following:—
““The gossips of Torquay have been pretty busy during the
past few days circulating a story that would form a suitable
subject of inquiry by the psychologists. A clergyman of good
standing in the town was attending vespers a few days ago at
his church, and happening to be for a time in the edifice alone,
he destinctly heard the organ play, and looking up saw a per-
son sitting at the instrument, whom he at once recognised as
the gentleman who ‘had oocupied that position uptoa few
weeks ago, when he died. The Vicar has repeated to several
members of his congregation this extraordinary story, with all
the details of bhis alarming disoovery, and declares emphatically
he has not heen mistaken.”—* Torquay Directory.”
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Through the kindness of * Lily " we are enabled this week
to give tho whole of Mr. Peebles’s first chapter of a work which
he wrote under the same roof beneath which we pen these
lines. We read the proof sheets with bim. We wish we could
reprodace the whole work, bat as it costs only 1s. 64., it is
within the reach of all. The sequel ehows the relation which
he institutes between the introductory chapter and the main
portion of his work.

\What & mass of ** Conflict” we give our readers this week !
Nearly all sides of the question are presented. That there is
so much difference of opinion is the best possible argument on
behalf of the ory for *“more light.” It is impossible that the
existence of any man can account for ideas and acts which
existod thousands of years. before his time, and are in vogue
amongst us to-day : the * Egyptian Darkness,” as one corres-
pondent puts it, held dp by modern sects as a Divine light,
vouchsafed by heaven for themselves, and them alone. It is
our sole object to remove the * Darkness,” be it Egyptian or
British, and allow that Light to shine forth which is universal,
and belongs, not to times, persons, nor places in partionlar.

We may remark that Mr. Peebles was bronght up a Sectarian
minister, and he has always had strong * Christian ” tendencies,
which of late years have perhaps gained a decided ascendency.
It is possible that he would not now print such a book as the
one from which we quote this week. In his recent articles in
the newspapers, he has dragged in Christianily as the grand
thing, in season and out of season. This is what all must try to
steer clear of—and that is partisanship. The same materials
in different hands assume a vastly different result, according
to the quality of prejudice with which they are manipulated.

We Lope we have got to tho end of the fierce portion of the
disoussion. The search for truth is indeed endless, and so, we
regret to observe, is the tendency to interrupt and attack. We
dr urge correspondents to state facte, and leave personalities
alone.

It is opportune that * Robert Taylor” comes on the stage
Jjust as Peebles sets him forth in his worst light. It is not true
that he has been set aside by English sceptics. The fact is,
that the progress made by Taylor has been 8o far eclipsed by
modern sceptical research, that to repeat his gropings after the
origin of myths would be unprofitable. Buch workers as
Gerald Massey have presented the field of operations in an
entirely new light. Twelve years ago he was a Christian ; now
he has cast aside the views given in his work ‘‘Concerning
Spiritnalism,” written at that time. Those who investigate
alter their opinion ; those who do not, think themselves too
omniscient to learn anything.

Those who defend the existence of Jesus as an historical fact,
seem to overlook the late Profemsor Denton’s book—* What
was he; or, Jesus in the light of the Nineteenth Uentury.” We
intended noticing the book where it came out, and even reprint-
iog portions of it. In addition to a oritical study of the Gospel,
thero is added the evidence of psychometry as to the subject mat-

ter. Our impression wag, that the deductions were too much
biassed by the force of prevailing opinion, an error of which there
is great danger when psychometry is employed. The sphere of
the idea, rather than the thing itself, may be guaged.

Britons make a very free use of “ gacred ” names. The white
elephant has been * re-Christened Buddha,” the newspapers
tells us. In the first place, how could he previously be * Ohris-
tened,” when he came from & country where Christianity is un-
known? BSecondly, the term is inappropriate, as it is not
stated grease was unsed, and it would be going too far to as-
sume that the ¢ sacred animal” has boen made a member of
the * mystical body of Christ.” Thirdly, it would be absured to
‘“ Obristen” any creature, by naming it after a rival god.
So much for the insolent way in which we treat the offisial
name of the ‘‘second person of the Godhead.” Tarning to
Burmah ?—How would we like it, if the people of that country
imported an English race-hourse, and by a * pagan ” ceremony
called it Jesns Obrist |

HOW OSIRIANITY BECAME CHRISTIANITY.

We have now received the first portion of Mr. Oxley’s con.
clading chapter on * Egypt,” and an astronomioal engraving,
which we will give next week. To promote the circnlation of
this last chapter, we offer 11 copies per parcels post for 1a; 30
copies carriage paid for 23. 6d. 120 copies per rail for 5s., oar-
riage extra; 500 copies for 218. Orders must be received by
Wednesday.

We have printed an extra quantity of this day’s issue, which
we offer for distribution on the same ferms.

—_——

Mr. Towns will spend next week at Longton, in the Potteries.
His address will be—OQare of T. D. Bradley, Esq., Clayton Street,
Longton, Staff.

Friends in London and the Suburbs would do well to keep
2Mr. Oolville busy during next week, get together good drawing
room meetings of intelligent inquirers, and Mr. Colville will
afford them much satisfaction. Applications should be sent on
at once to Mr. Colville, 15, S8outhampton Row.

As Mr. Towns will be absent at J.ongton, Staffordshire, on
Tuesday, he cannot attend his usual seance at 15, Southamp-
ton Row. Mr. Colville will therefore occapy the evening, and
we hope, in addition to the usual Tuesday evening compan{,
there will be a large accession of other visitors. Mr. Colville
will also hold a meeting next Friday evening, to close his visit,

Mr. W.J. Oolville will lectare in Nenmeyer Hall, 01 Sunday,
Feb. 8, at 8 p.m., when the sabject of oration and posm can be
chogen by the audience. If time permit, guestiods will be
replied to after the discourse. During the service a fine selec-
tion of sacred music will be performed. Mr. Colville will be
glad to hold one or two receptions in London, betwe2n Feb. 8
and 9. Address—15, Bouthampton Row.

Mr. J. M. Dale desires to say that he does not attend at 167,
Ssymour Place, on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, fur seances,
but to engage in a work and explain how the aged poor may be
benofitted without pauperizing them. This can be done by
the saving of waste, and without imposing a tax on any one.

Grasgow.—Mr. J. Watson, junior, speaks highly of Mr. A.
Duguid’s clairvoyance: ‘ his descriptions being wonderfally
penetrating and troe, as far as I actually know.” Mr. Watson
is filled with a noble spiritual enthusiasm, which angurs well
for his fature usefalness.

GATEsHRAD.—If our Members do not endeavour to assist by
their presence amongst us, we will be compelled to close our
Hall'in Gateshead for Sunday services. We had Professor Carr
a3 leoturer last Sunday. His subject was “ Human Nature.”
We thank him kindly for the instraction he gave us, and wish
him God speed. Mr. Oyston on Sunday next, on ‘*‘Man the
Epitome of the Universe.”—JouN GEo. GREY.

Mg. Hawxins.—For the benefit of others I desire to testify to
Mr. Hawkine’ powers of healing, I was exceeding unwell and
prostrate, and visited Mr. H. twice, when I was astonishingly
(in 80 short a time) sironger and greatly revived. I take the
opportunity of not only thanking Mr. Hawkins but the good
angels that use him for this grand and noble purpose; and
that it may enablo me to show my love more for my Heavenly
Father, as my strength returns.—Sincerely yours, L. LickroLp.

New OrLEans.—Mr, J. R. Burrell, enclosing a paragraph on
General Grant’s converson tojSpiritnalism, says:—‘ Spiritualism
is steadily gaining ground here. The New Orleans Assoociation
of Spiritualists hold a publioc trance lecture every Sunday morn-
ing in the Oddfellows’ Hall, Camp Street, the subjeots being
chosen by the audience. Meetings were formerly held in one
of the anto roome, until the attendences became 8o numerous,
that to meet their requirement the Association was compelled
to rent the large hall.”

MorrLey.—On Sunday, Feb. 10, a very able choir selected
from most of the choirs in the town, will give a service of song
in the Co-operative Hall, at 2.30, with the view of clearing off
the coet of making the alterations in the Spiritualist’s Hall.
Mr. Gillman, of Leeds, will preside. In the evening at 6.30 Mrs.
Batterfield will give an address on * The Religion of Human-
ity,” in the same Hall, at 6.30, Mr. Gillman will preside.
Friends are earnestly invited to be present, and give a brother-
ly hand in the matter of expensee.
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THE THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT.

WILLIAM OXLEY STATES HIS POSITION.

To the Editor—Sir,—To show the wide-spread and
increasing interest in the subject which forms the base of
your “ Theological Conflict " column, I adduce the following,
which is of interest in more ways than one.

Last Sunday, our Roman Catholic Bishop of Salford
preached in the church of the Holy Name, and in the course
of his remarks, “ warned his hearers against reading what
might tend to weaken or destroy their faith to be found in
the literature of the day, which, he said, was Rationalistic and
anti-Christian.” He mentioned Mr. Herbert Spencer, Mr. F.
Harrison, and Mr. L. Stephens, whose writings, he said,
“fed the minds of hundred of thousands of readers,” and,
“ these men denied the truths of Salvation altogether, and
the truth of a personal God.” “ How wasit,” he said, “ that
these men, having acute intellects, had persuaded themselves
of the truth of their own conclusions, which were diametri-
cally opposed to theirs (the Catholic) : and which they (the
Catholics) believed to be darkness and death itself? It was
by the use of their free will. Rather than accept their con-
clusions, they would gladly lay down their lives a thousand
times.”

Surely this last sentence is either a piece of cheap bravado,
or a bit of irony, on the part of his (Catholic) lordship, for
who on earth can conceive of a Bishop in these days being
placed as Defendant on a charge of “ heresy” against Agnos-
ticism, and if found guilty, condemned to the torture and
death? Possibly the Bishop might have been struck with
the thought of a Nemesis, and drcamed what his predeces-
sors had done to their heretics—when they had the power—
8o it might perchance be done unto the modern hierarchs of
the same system. It is amusing to think of the apostles of
Freethought turning Inquisitors, with all the paraphernalia
of the rack, dungeon, and faggots behind them, ready to
inflict the same upon the unfortunate wights who dared to
put into practice what these very apostles inculcated.

This teaching (of which I only give extracts) was taken
up by our Anglican Bishop of Manchester, who has com-
menced a series of lectures upon the “ Evidences of Christi-
anity.” His lordship commenced as follows :—* The Christian
evidences were not demonstrations singly, nor were all of them

ut together. They moved in the sphere which Bishop
%utler called ‘probability,’ and which ranged from the lowest
presumption to the highest moral certainty. Demonstration,
where it existed, did not admit of accession or cumulation.
If they understood the proof of the fifth proposition in the
first Book of Euclid, he defied them to ad({) to the force and
cogency of it. It stood proved once and for ever. In pro-
bability, however, it was otherwise. 'The single links of the
chain were strong, but when all were combined the. strength
was increased in a geometrical ratio, and yet never amounted
to demonstration.”

These words from an Anglican Bishop, uttered in the ears
of a Manchester audience, within four days of my writing,
need no comment of mine. When such an authority can
announce that the Evidences of Christianity rest upon no
sounder base than—Probability ! I find an ally in a most un-
expected quarter.

In a matter so important—involving as it does, according
to ecclesiastical dogma, the risk of the loss of the soul, and
an eternal punishment into the bargain—it is high time either
to have a certainty, or to drop the dogma.

It is precisely on the question of Evidence as to the literal
actuality of the Bible narratives, that the * Conflict "—if such
it be—will rage. It ison this, and this alone, that I have spent
g0 much time and labour to ascertain; and what I saw with
my own eyes in Egypt, in addition to the ascertained know-
ledges from other sources, have compelled me to come to the
conclusion, that these narratives are non-historical, and, what
is more, they never were intended to be considered as such by
their authors; but for the selfish, and otherwise, interests of
the Sacerdotal Caste, they have been used—not for the pur-
pose of uplifting, but to enslave the minds of their simple-
minded and unquestioning votaries,

Permit me, Mr. Editor, to speak as a Spiritualist to Spirit-
ualists. I claim their soul sympathy, for, I am endeavouring
to show, in my humble way, that Spiritual Truth must be
spiritually discerned, and in rescuing the Bible, as a Record
of Spiritual Verities, from the grasp of a dominating Sacer-
dotalism, I would place it beyond the cavils and * criticisms ”

of the mere literarian, as well as from the mere pietist and
sectarian, who use it for their own personal and system's
inflation ; and who dare to place—not the Bible—but their
opinion of it, between the reverent and enquiring soul, and
the object of his search.

.The enquiry now addressed to the Church is: What is
the evidence that you can produce to substantiate the terrific
—what you call—truths (you allege) as having the authority
and seal of God? What these bewildered ecclesiastics can-
not supply, is in the hands of Spiritualists. One says, You
must receive the evidences we produce on faith. Another
says, The “ probability " is in their favour, but it cannot be
demonstrated. The Spiritualist comes to the front, and says,
I know! for I have the evidence, which neither doubt nor
dogma can overturn; for my evidence does not rest upon
statements made in writing 1,800 years ago, and which de-
pend for their veracity upon interested chronographers, but
upon actual facts within my own cognizance. It is these
facts that convince me of the truth, that when I die I shall-

live again ; and that instead of being immured in a hopeless

and eternal hell, for not believing what I cannot understand,
there is—according to accumulated evidence—an eternity of
progression, &c., &c. :

In presence of agnostic, scientific (so called), and cleric
foes, all allied to * destroy the life.of the Young Child,” now
born into this world, 7.e., The Spirit of Truth, as yet, but
barely recognised : I say—Is it wise to fall out by the way,
and contend for individual supremacy ? Such a policy is
suicidal, and will assuredly bring to grief all who indulge in
it. The present aspect of the mightiest movement which the
world has yet felt, is an emphatic protest against thg folly of
attempting to again establish hero-worship, whether that hero
be the personal self or the self-proclaimed missions and mes-
sengers from on high, who, willing enough to disregard the
susceptibilities of others, yet are acutely sensitive when their
own are touched. s

As if there were not enough Christian “ claimants” to the
new Messiahship, we have the same competition witnessed in
India, and now again in Mahomedan Egypt. The Mahdi, or
the Great One of God, is but another effort of the decaying
tree to send out new shoots, and maintain the systems ef the
past, and he—if successful—would be the second and greater
Prophet of God. _

My hope is that the Mahdi will come on, and throw him-
self on the phalanx of the Infidel! This time the Infidel (to
the :Arab), will be the British People, and if the conflict
come, the Infidel will be a match for the Arab God-sent
Prophet.

May I, in conclusion, refer to the “ Gospel of Spiritualism ”
for certainly it has a Gospel (Good-spell) .of its own. In its
Gospel there is not a single damnatory clause. It does not
proclaim Salvation—but Progression. Its utterance is—
“ Nothing is lost.” Then how can a human soul be lost ?
The Artificer of the Universe; the Builder of this Earth;
counts, has counted, and will count up every atom of which
it is composed, and now that the Spirit of Love, from which
i8 born the Spirit of Truth, has come to the fore, She pro-
claims : “ There is no Power that can rob me of my own
Life-atoms.” This, methinks, is a more beautiful Gespel than
has yet been preached from Ecclesiastical pulpits, and resting,
as it does,—not upon probabilities, nor upon faith ! but upon
known facts, it will prove itself to be a mighty attractive
Power that “ will draw all unto itself.”

WiLLiax Oxiey.

N.B.—1I cannot, nor will not permit myself to be placed in
a false position. I have no theory to maintain, to which I
try to make ends meet and tie. My sole aim is to help to dis-
sipate the thick cloud of human ignorance on Spiritual veri-
ties—which is composed of nothing more solid than human
traditions, piled up from antiquity—so that pure and undefiled
Spiritual Truth, and Divine Love and Wisdom, may be seen,
revered and loved. ’

——

CLAIRVOYANCE AND THE EXISTENCE OF
JESUS.

Dear Editor,—The Theological Controversy, now becom-
ing famous in the columns of your valuable paper, might
have the assistance of my clairvoyant experience in regard to
the subject under dispute. Your own leanings are toward a
clear and unbiassed solution of the difficulty, and as this grand
central doctrine is at this moment moved from its old founda-
tions, we also look for a more spiritual and certain rendering
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of the truth regarding the existence of Jesus. Itis not wise
to say that such a thing is of little moment, or does not in
any great degree interfere with the growth of spiritual
thought; for, from my experience, five-sixths of those who
adhere to the movement of Spiritualism, are more or less em-
barrassed with the idea; and In many quarters it is unmistak-
ably a bone of contention.

To those who look on the Bible as a spiritual book, or that
spiritual verities are clothed in earthly meaning, then the
grounds of dispute are taken away, and the only difference
of opinion is in regard to the form or mode of expressing
what lies behind the outer form of truth. Every Spiritualist
who truly represents that name, must receive every bible
statement qualified by this interpretation, and even all phe-
nomena are the embodied expression of some great law or
principle or fact existing in a spiritual state. And I think
the controversy will not only set to rights the doctrine which

forms the centre luminary of the Christian system, but also
invest the whole transactions of the spirit-circle with a better
meaning, and lead persons to look below the surface, and
learn the meaning of those great truths which they are being
taught in this strange manner.

In my own mind, I fear nothing as to the existence of truth
being tonched or injured in a controversy of this kind, if al-
lowance is given and Orthodoxy kept out of the way. To
settle the claims for the personal existence of Jesus, will not
satisfy the minds of those enquiring after the whole truth;
every bible character and incident is in the same position.
And should we think it possible, after we have seen his iden-
tity fully established, and all claims to his meritorious posi-
tion puteright, to separate him from other incidents and
persons in the book—which, to the mind, are not satisfactory
and good—is ridiculons. The whole book in its separate
parts is an entirety of truth, and the good and bad mix to-
gether as a harmonious revelation, or not at all. The exist-
ence of Jesus is the acceptance of the New Testament as a
whole, and all parts must stand or fall together. A person
is not termed Atheistic, now-a-days, although he reject the
Divinity of Jesus, as a large part of the Christian constitu-
ency cast aside that doctrine ; but it is plainly, from a literal
standpoint, a denial of the truth of God, and an absurd con-
clusion to draw from the book. The virtual teaching of the
New Testament is the illustration of a person with divine
powers, and the functions of Godhead within him; and there-
fore a person or power, denuded of this authority or function,
is not compatible with the meaning of the book. When the
Bible is made a text book, any system or society using it with-
out this meaning, is using a lifeless power, and cutting off all
supplies from a spiritnal life-centre. 'Those, then, who hold
to the literal rendering of the text of Scripture, and at the
same time deny the divinity of Jesus Christ, cannot be classed
under any other form than atheistic.

But the point of controversy is not the natural or spiritual
meaning of that doctrine, but the plainer truth as to the
actual existence of the man or the God-man. For if we are
only seeking after the bare existence of a man, we might be
better employed in underrating or supporting the claims of
some living hero, whom we all know. My experience in
reading history shows me, that the bitterest curse the world
has borne is the sustaining of the efficacy and power of the
very name of Jesus; and it seems as if the people and the
nations together were fighting a man of straw. And although
we have glimpses of true heroism on account of this name,
any truth borne under the pressure of wrong will elicit ex-
pressions of genuine sympathy, and call out deeds of heroic
valour. I conscientiously say, that from the light of the
world’s history, it had been better they had never known such

" a person. The cross stands in oceans of human blood, and
the bitterest animosities at this present day spring from ad-
herents of the cross. But, like Mr. Oxley, I regard the Bible
not as a profane book, but as a volume almost universally
profaned by its literal rendering, and until we get at the
proper meaning, we only waste time and material.

our correspondent, J. Humphries, alludes to visions that
have beerr seen corroborating the existence of Jesus, as a
being who exists in a spiritual world; and also the assur-
ance that he will manifest to all persons, when in a suitable
frame of mind. Yes, it is true, that such representations have
been seen at spiritual seances, and sitters have got so infatu-
ated with the presence of such an illustrious visitor, that the
phenomena have in many cases done immense injury. I know
of many circles that have brought mischief on themselves,
and endangered the life of the medium, and in some instances

insanity has taken place, through the conception of this idea.

I will now give an incident, from a clairvoyant standpoint,
as to the actual or imagi existence of this person.

A lady of estimable qualities, and also a medium of no
mean character, had received instructions through her control.
ing guides to paint a picture. She was professionally an
artist. This picture was to be of colossal dimensions, sym-
bolical of a great spiritual truth. I was asked to be present
at the inaugurating scene, and to give the assistance of clair-
voyant vision. I remember seeing in the room, and right in
front of the blank canvas, a majestic person clad in all the
robes that artists familiarly gather round the person of Jesus,
This ideal representation of this famous individual, made me
say to the little company and to the medium artist: “ You
are intending to paint a likeness of Jesus, and the recognised
form of the Master is in front of the canvas.” There was a
sensible and undoubted understanding in the mind, that this
was a true thought, or that the lady had formed such an ides.
I said further : “ your picture will represent nearness and also
an ;Iﬁﬁmde of space, or be something characteristic of heaven
an R

After this interview, she went to work, and under guidance
began to work out a most elaborate survey of human nature,
in all shapes and forms; and in course of time hundreds of
people and scenes, all dealing with poor humanity, in de-
graded and low as well as more refined attitudes, were de-
picted on that canvas. I wondered at this curious interpreta-
tion of my view of the matter, and reserved judgment until
Isaw clearly. In this motley grouping of humanity, I began
to notice the presence of order, and soon the outline: of the
picture gave the view of three distinct phases or states of
human life. First: man and woman, included in a low or
bestial condition ; secondly, undergoing an ordeal of perse-
cution and restitution ; and, thirdly, a purified and apparently
glorified state. From the lowest form to the highest type of
human nature represented, there was a consecutive chain of
incidents, and all through the scene the overarching pres-
ence of Hope, and the guiding power of Destiny.

This remarkable expression of one idea or a person, seen
at the beginning, was very suggestive, and led my mind from
the idea of personifying spiritual truths, but allowing all such
revelations to have a wide and comprehensive meaning, em-
bodying facts which relate to all things that have connection
with human life. If the above experience is given for the
purpose of illustrating the true meaning of the Jesus idea,
then we see the infinite grasp of the subject, and the redeem-
ing power of the truth; but if we are to look on the whole
thing as a contradiction of the original, then it must remain
amongst the things not clearly understood.

The symbolism of Mr. Oxley is not a new thing, and would
have been the universal meaning attached to Bible scenes, but
for the crafty hindrances of the Priesthood. Now as a people
freed from this yoke, we are rising with the experiences of a
nightmare ; and everything hideous and unformed stands
before the view. This state will pass away, and a clear and
intelligent representation of the facts will take jion of
the mind. The truth embodied in the personality of Jesus
will never pass away ; but the finality of truth is infinitely
beyond the highest and most elevated conception that any one
can have of the life and character of Jesus. With all reve-
rence I say this, and with the intention of destroying no one's
faith or hope. We have outlived the personality, and must
get at the spiritual foundation of this and all other biblical
allegories. A.D.K.

—_————

REPLY TO LETTERS IN LAST “MEDIUM.”

To the Editor.—S8ir,—If I do not presume too much, I will
again venture to addrees a few words to your readers on the
trio of letters which appeared in last week’s Mzpium, and as

‘| that leg of the tripod, represented by the contribution of Mr,

Humphries, stands nearest to me, I will pass a brief comment
on that first.
¥ J. HuMpHRIES.”

I was greatly astonished when I saw the portrait of my
humble insignificant self, limned by Mr. Humphriesin the first
paragraph of his letter. Had he not said he did it allin a
“ kind spirit,” I could scarcely have received it with philosophie
equanimity. Bat, of course, I am bound to believe him on that
score, though I shall feel it gsn.in to be my duty to exhibit his
mistakes on other points. Ohristians have always exerted
themselves on behalf of heretics with the most “kind spirit.”
It is far better, they have ed, that the unchristian mind
should be well tortured in the body, in the remote hope of
b ng him to a sense of his benighted condition, than that he
should frizzle eternally in the nether furnace. Mr. Humphries
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in a former letter, threw out an ominous threat of something
horrible looming in the future, unless certain dogmas were
respected, and if bis God takes vengeance on people who can-
not see eye to eye with him, why should not Mr. Humpbries ? A
vengeful God makes vengeful devotees; and this kind of God
has always ooccupied a front place in the tactics of polemical
Ohristians, who, if they can find no fault in their antagonist,
they set to work and manufacture fanlts. That is how they
served Martin Luther. The story was put about by his adver-
saries that the ¢ faries,” or some mythical hellish creatures,
were bis real parents, und consequently it was only an act of
true necessity to clear bim off from the earth-plane, and return
bim to his rightfal kindred in the infernal abodes. '

It is a Ohristian necessity that the antagonist, or in other
worde, the lover of truth, should be painted in tho blackest
colours. It altogether saves the use of arguments, or the exer-
oise of the intellect, & duty which is laborious and distastefual
to some people. Of course, if $he Ohristian polemic can make
his adversary appear utterly despicable and unworthy, thon
there is no use in attending to his arguments: they are, as a
logical necessity, unworthy of notice; for good arguments
oould not come out of a bad man.

I wish I had said in my former letter, that I wroteina “ kind
spirit.” As I did not make any kind of presumptuous or pha-
rasaical profession, Mr. Humphries has been forced to recog-
nise in me a very bad man. My poor letter was written in the
most unassuming spirit, and yet Mr. Humphries discovers in
it that I was setting myself up as ‘“‘the ouly Bible student,” and
giving myself airs that I had no business to covet. Bat I bave
read my letter, and can see no grounds for Mr. Humphries’
sneer, except that my letter appeared in big type. How this
bappened I cannot explain ;* all I can say is, that I am utter-
ly innocent of any attempt to merit the slight affront of Mr.
Humpbriee. But I am * low” and ‘“ malicious.” I do not find
one personality in my letter, or one low word or malicious in-
sinnation. I did not feel so. Bat I am so thankful that Mr.
Humphries acts in a ‘“ kind spirit.” It is such a blessing that I
am not the centre of a pile of faggots, with your correspondent
holding the toroh. My wife and obildren join with me in re.
ceiving Mr. Humphries' gentle treatment in the *“kind spirit”
in whioh he bestowed it.

Haviog expressed my gratitude to your coriespondent for
the very little harm he has inflicted, I will take a glance at
what he says farther on. First, I will tell him what is meant
by a **silly " argument. In the language of the dictivnary, it
is one that is ‘‘ witlees,” * pointless,” and * foolish.” This is
not “ low ™ nor * malicious ” language, nor i8 it aimed at Mr.
Huomphries personally. It is simply his printed letter that I
deal with; and in futare I will thank him to attend to the
oontents of mine, and leave my moral character alone: even
if he chooses to attack it in a * kind spirit.”

Yes ; I repeat, Mr. Peebles has no more authority than any-
one else for stating that the Apostles held actual communion
with the spirit of Jesus, hence to base an argament upon Mr.
Peebles’ testimony is *‘silly.” Nor has your correspondent
pointed ont where any of my statements are ‘‘ confused or
oontradictory.” According to the (Gospel record, Jesus ap-
peared as an ordinary spirit to those who knew him, and not
in any divine character at all. If I had any authority for
stating that the term * Christian ” was first applied at Antioob,
I would gladly do so. Bat the Book of Acts is not an bistori-
cal authority. It was written solely to bridge over the gulf
between the Pauline books and the Gospels. These Pauline
parts are, as far as I can learn, the oldest portions of the New
Testament, and are devoted to an exposition of the mystical
“ Cbrist,” which was not a human beiug at all, but some ineffa-
ble spiritual principle, whioh could root itself in man’s interior
patare. This was altogether a spiritual, not an historical or
mundane, idea. But in course of time the Gospels cropped up,
speaking of a fleshly Jesus, who had a personal existence, and
therefore olaiming an historical position. It was urged by
some that the universal ¢ Christ” idea, became somehow the
personally limited Jesus. To unite these factions, the book of
Acts was written, in which the spirit of Jesus is made to come
back and tell Paul that he is the ** Christ.”

Now these opposing ideas—the *“Jesus” and the * Christ”
systems—were often in deadly conflict. The history of this
confliot requires to be written before much can be said of the
merits of the systems, as at present muddled up in Christianity.
Porhaps Mr. Oxley will be able to help on this needful investi-
gation. For even in Egypt, there was the Osiris, and the body
of the Osiris.

In speaking of the Bible as a mixture, Mr. Humphries com-
mits the same heresy as I did. Why does he not permit me to
pick out the “gold” for myself? If be insist upon quartz
being gold, he has quito liberty to do so, but he must not dog-
matize, and abuse those who, a8 *“ miners,” are alone responsi-
ble for their own * out-put.”

Unfortunately, the stars called the ‘ Southern Oross,” are
not visible in the morthern hemisphere, where Christians pre-
sume that their *“ Cross” idea originated. This looks very
much like another * silly ” argument. (Beg pardon—I say this
in & “kind spirit.”) Nor is the Cross the only symbol * writ-

® As we have Just sufficiont type to fill the Mzpiux, we have to use it all in some

form ; and the letter of our correspondent was sct up in the large t, to suit the
mn;:m of the printers,—Ebp, Jo e

ten in living light.” But the oroes is a * dead ” light, the sym-
bol of spiritual darkness and affliotion, and, consequently, to
the spiritual mind is obnoxious, not ‘“sacred.” The trath is,
that the cross does not allude to that southern constellation at
all, but to the progress of the sun—the most conspicuous
‘ living light” in the sky—in its equinoctial crossifications.

A map denying himself is not bearing a * cross,” but, on the
contrary, going ‘‘straight™! To be * oross” is to be unspiri-
taal and contradictory, like the” Christian mythology, and not
a fow of its defeonders.

If Mr. H. had read the ¢ Egypt " articles, he would have dis-
covered that the “ Hyksos,” or ‘“Shepherd Kings,” dominated
Egypt for about 1000 years, about 4000 years ago. Their
names do not appear in the “ List of Kings,” showing that the
shepherds were “ An abomination to the Egyptians,” in a more
intelligible light than is stated in Genesis.

Your correspondent bas utterly failed to make it appear that
his catacomb inscriptions have the slightest connection with
Jesus ; thus it is vo argument at all. It wounld be a misase of
“silly ” to introduce it here. So Mr. Humphries, this time,
falls short of his usual compliment.

And he talks of * Buddba” as if he had been a man! There
were many Buddhas. As for Spiritualists, it would be well for
them if they set their own mental and spiritual house in order,
and did not lust for the patronage of aposties, Buddhas, and

other conceits that can do them no good. Man’s spiritual

growth must come from within, not from visiting spirits.

How is “ Lily ” making us ‘‘ wigser and happier”? What
have poor ignorant men like myself to thank her for ? She is
evidently nnacquainted with ecolesiastical history, and relies
on ‘‘ authorities ™ that do not elicit respect. I have had the
‘¢ Illustrated London News,” of a few weeks ago, placed before
me, and in the ** Echoes of tLhe week,” Mr. Sala states that
Paley’s * Evidences” were, in the parts quoted by * Lily,”
plundered bodily in many portions from an old Dutch book !
This Obristian Luminary, that “ Lily ” tries to dazzle us with,
is only & comuwon literary plagiarist, a form of theft, and who
knows but the classics he quotes are barefaced forgeries !

¢ Like draws to like,” and the spirit of the * Catholic Priest,”
claimed your correspondent as a bird of his own feather. The
Catholic is the only true Christian, and he who dares, in any
particular, to exercise his own mind, is only worthy of being
pitched into, in one form or other. But the incident has not
mended Mr. H.’s manners, as to how he speaks of others. Nay,
he imitates the Catholic in trying to afflict those who differ
from him. As to the idea of the Godbead, or His junior, leaving
the throne of heaven to quell a fracas between a couple of
virulent Christians! why, the idea is preposterous. Jesus
would never be 8 moment ‘‘ at home " if he went out on jobs
of this sort! The psyohologioal explanation is, that when Mr.
H. drew Lis fangs out of the Oatholic, and thought of his own
needs, the positiveness ef mind thus induced rendered hima
invalnerable to farther attack; and some good creature in the
spirit world was, no doubt, called into his sphere by his pitifal
plight.

“LiLy.”

I am getting too tedious, or I would like to say a word om
“Lily,” only I observe that my former remarks have been ig-
nored by her. Last week she endeavoured to put Mr. Oxley
into some odious position, but her attempt is scarcely intelli-
gible. If we regard him as the most assiduous scholar, * ex-

emplary boy,” in the spiritual school, and who has a great -

leeson on hand, but the schoolmaster, * Lily,” wants him to
recite the whole book before he has got half through with the
study of it, then we can understand her allegory. On the other
hand, if Mr. Oxley is the vile schoolmaster that *flogged” a
good boy, it is thereby implied that he is amenable to the law
for writing on Egypt, and that if * Lily ” bad her will she would
punish by imprisonment all who would inquire into the oriﬁln
and nature of the dogmas before which she has prostrated her
better nature. I am traly glad that we are not in the position
of being made * wiser and happier ” by the means suggested in
“ Lily’s™ ill-considered paragraph. It shows that the spirit of
the Inquisition lingers amongst us yet, if * kind ” and Jesus-
worshipping Christians bad the power in their hands.

I read Mr. Peebles’s work on ** Jesus ” when it came out, and
a more unchristian book is scatcely to be found. In the open-
ing chapter he attemipts to show that some person of the name
of Jesus had been crucified ; but what of that, if the Christian
system existed prior to that event? In the latter portion of
his book, Mr. Peebles shows what a foul thing Christianity il';
and concludes with a dissertation on the * Positive Religion,
that ever exists indepondent of historical incidents. That is
how Christians mislead : they exaggerate the importance of
that which is in any degree favourable to their hobby ; then
they ignore or destroy all that is opposed to them. This isa
very flagrant form of falsification ; but a crime has ever been
meritorious if committed in the interests of Christianity.

“ MARr1E CAITHNESS.”

“ Marie Caithness” (Lady Oaithness, I presume), in indicating
ber connection with the trade and calling of a sexton, does not
say whether it is the grave of Bf)iritlnlism or Ohristianity she
is engaged in preparing. Her letter is as illogical and contra~
dictory as a woman's letter possibly can be. In addition to
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being & Papist and a Spiritualist, she bas got an interesting
variety of Jesuses on hand. One of them is a * Jesus Christ,”
another is & * Nazarene,” and another is clothed in a panther’s
skin! Which is the right one, or is it another case of ‘‘ Three
in one”? As the co-type of Bacchus, Jesns is the Sun-God, as
one form of the name literally implies. As such he is & my-
thical God, and therefore not a Nazarene. There may have
been Jesuses not a few, who were spiritual mediume, but then
they could not be at the samo time heathen deities. The
“Jesus Obrist” is the kind of hybrid modern conception, by
which it is sought to amalgamate the mythical and human
attributes.

The subject is long and interesting, and I look with eager-
ness to Mr. Oxley’s next chapter, as an aid to its clearer per-
ception. I hope * Lily ” will kindly refrain from bringing him
before the * beak ” for ** flogging the exemplary boy,” till he
has got his chapter finished.

To all readers and writers, I desire to say that my merry
style of writing is adopted as a kind of safeguard against the
objectionable insinuations, that so frequently mar discassions
of this sort, and reduce them to squabbles.

With thanks to the ‘‘tripod” for giving me this pleasant
task, [ am, dear Mr, Editor, yours, A Bi1BLE STUDENT.

P
“ HAFED " AND “ ANGELIO REVELATIONS” ON JESUS.

Dear Mr. Barns,-~Permit me to express a few thouzhts on
the * Theologioal Conflict.”

First I would ask: On what foundation are we, as Spiritu-
alists, building? Are the ancient writings and pagan myths
to entirely supersede the revelations given in our day and
generation? Is the well-known book, ‘ Hafed,” a tissue of
falseboods, also ‘ Angelic Revelations”? The greater portion
of **Hafed” is a positive testimony to the earth-life of Jesus,
oonfirming the Gospel history. * Angelic Revelations” may
not be ao well known to your readers, so I will quote an extract
from Vol. 1IL, p. 83 :—

¢ Recorder :(— Will you, Angel, first set us right upon one
point, thatis: Are we to consider these two (Vishnu and Jesu

Obrishnu) as actual human beinge, who once appeared as such

on our earth ?

“ Angcl of Love (Lily):—In the mighty future, when the
prescnt revelations are considered by the nations of the earth,
it sball be arked : Were these inbabitants in human form ? to
which the rep:y shall be given, even as we give it in the present
—ndmely, in tho affirmative.” Also, page 339, the confirma-
tion «f the personality of Jesus is again given. Even after this
plain dcclaration, the subject was again a controversial point.
At the request of the writer, a special meeling was convened
for the definite answer—to the above and other subjects—from
the ange!, who again confirmed the former statement in plain
worde, tbat no one could misunderstand: *“1f we cannot accept
these portions as the truth, coming from (professedly) such an
interior source, other portions are not reliable, and the sooner
they w«ivk into oblivion the better for all truthseckers.” But
the writer hasnot as yet read any statement in the voluminous
work on ** Egypt ” to alter her former convictions of the reality
of the earth-life of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.

Will not the pure germ of truth be ever given through the
divine intuitions, rather than the labourings of the intellect ?
QOur spiritual sisters xNow the foundation on which they are
building, and the builder, even the Jesus Christ, they shall see
face to face, and know, even as they are known.

There may be those who prefer the bondage of Egypt, but as
children of the Light, let us walk ‘in the Light ot to-day.—
Faithfully yours, CLarA Rowe.

Church Road, Urmston, Manchester.

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK. -

PROGRESS IN THE PEAK.

To the Editor.—Sir,—S8piritualism still lives inthe Peak of
Derbyshire. It is now some fow years since your correspond-
ent I. Thompeon wrote you from the neigbourhood of North
Derbysbire, upon the progress of Spiritualism at that time.
On Sunday last, January 20th, accompanied by two friends,
Messrs. Roes and Lightbown, from Manchester, wo had the
pleasure of meeting our friend, and proving to him that the
* Funeral Sermon ” promised ue, was in no wise likely to come
off at any early date. Our able president Mr. J. Lithgow, of
Hayfield, filled the chair, whilst one of our visitor friends—MTr.
Lightbown, cfficiently took charge cf the Harmonium. After
opening the meeting with the usual exercise, our chairman
spoke of the present re-union, and referred to the pleasure he
felt in being able to bring before his audience one whom they
all well knew on account of his past services to the Cause in
that locality, and also to introduce to them another whom he
was glad to welcome amongst them in the person of Mr. Rose,
whose genial fage had been with them on a past occasion some
months previously. In conclusion, he thought the stranger
ouglt to bave the preference, and called upon Mr. Ross to say
a few words, who upon rising expressed a sense of pleasure
in being able to meet once more his friends of New Mills. It

had at all times in his history been a source of pleasure to him
to investigate any principles which came before him, by a
spirit of earnestness and a sense of charity, and he felt glad that
one School and Congregation in Manchester he could count
amongst them many very dear friends whose sympathies and
charity were not estranged, though he had been forced by cir-
cumstances to sever his connection from them. Mr. Thompson
was now called upon, and taking a historical glance of the pro-
gress of ideas and opinions in relation to the religious world,
he shewed to his audience that throughout its development
there had been too much of the selfi-h material predominating,
and in ‘whatever manner the spirit of progressive ideas should
be seen, the orthodox element of its day was sure to decry
down, and if needs be, begin to persccute. The Romish Church
tried it on with the Protestant, whilst the Protes{ant carried out
the same rule with the Dissenting element, and now the whole
combined were in arms about the poor Spiritualist, who at one
time was a fool, and at another the knave—just as it suited
their purpose. He referred them to the charges laid against
Spiritualism—as a principle—because of the doings of indivi-
duals, and read to them several extracts from the other side
where scandal had arisen, and asked—are we, as Spiritualiste,
to blame Christianity because some of its leaders should thus
bring their office and principles intv contempt, and conoluded
by saying : “ No! no more than any Englishman should feel
bis character stained, just because another Englishman had
picked someoue else’s pocket.” The megting wus subsequently
terminated, after ‘a brief trance address from our local med-
ium, Mr. Bowman. Thus endod a re-union, amid congratula-
tions and friendly greetinge.— Yours, eto., JoLTr.

New Mills, Jan. 21, 1884,

—_——
MR. COLVILLE AT HALIFAX.

Sunday, January 27, Mr. W. J. Colville delivered three inspi-
rational discourses in Central Hall, Halifax. The day was
very cold and stormy—rain, snow, and bail falling copiously
at frequent intervale. The audience in the morning was very
good, congidering the weather, though the hall was not full.
The subject of tho lecture wae, *“ The Signs of the Times con-
sidered.Spiritually.” In a brilliant and lengthy speech, the
guides of the lecturer referred specially to the present discon-
tent among the working classes in England, and between
England and Ireland ; the late war, and eubsequent cholera in
Egypt; the unsettled condition of affairs in varions paits of
Europe ; the strivings now so rife in theological and political .
circles ; aud the generally trying state of the weather, and the
unexpected departuro of numerous czlebrated personages from
the scene of their earthly activities. Considered epiritnally,
all these signs are encouraging, as they poiut to a new and
brighter day, which could never dawn were it not for the night
that preceded it. The evening and ths morning, the darkness
and the sunshine, following each other, must ever conttitate a
spiritual as well as a material day.

In tho afternoon and evening the spacious room was crowded.
The old friends of Spiritualism, of whom there are many in
Halifax, tarned out in fall foroe, and thero were also a great
many strangers present. The afternoon lecture was on * The
Law of Mediumesbip, and the modus operandi of spirit control.”
This lecture was a peculiarly valuable one, both for Spiritnal-
ists and investigators. We hope to be able to present it to our
readers very shortly. .

In tho evening, an emincntly practical and soul-stirring die-
course on * The Ideal Commonwealth, or the coming Utopia,”
was given in Mr. Colville's best and most effective style. ‘I'hs
audience was deeply moved and impressed, and though the
guidgs of Mr. Colville do not encourage applause on a Sanday,
the audience could not relrain from expressing their apprecia-
tion of the noble sentiments uttered, by some hearty hand-
clapping when the most telling points were made. It seemed
greatly to surprise many who wero there, that a speaker of no
extracrdinary powers of phyeical endurance could deliver
three long lecturer, prefaced by invocations and followed by
poemr, in one day, and then sing a tenor solo near the close of
the evening service, as lustily as though he bad been saving
his voice all day for the effort. Such a speaker as Mr. Colville
does very much wherever be gocs to convince the public out-
side the Spiritualist ranks that thcre is something in Spiritaal-
ism, that cannot be laughed down or attributed to chicanery.

T'he Causo in Halifax ia progressing rapidly, and to facilitate
the carrying on of spiritual work in this important town, the
society has secured a fine room, to be devoted entirely to spi-
ritual work. This room was opened by Mr. Colville, on Mon-
day, January 28. Particulars next week.

HasLingDEN.—On Thursday evening, January 24, we had a
splendid discourse through the mediumship of Mr. W. J. Col-
ville. The subject, chosen by the audience, was, * Are the
controlling spirit or spirits, that speak through you, com-
munded by God, or do they come, as inhabitants of another
world, on their own acoord?” The subject was grandly
bhancled, to the satisfaction of an intelligent andience. Wo
passed a very enjoyable evening, and wo feel suro that Mr.
Oolville is doing a great and glorious work. May God speed
the Oause of Truth ! Spiritnalism is making headway in Has-
lingden, new inquirers are growing up on every side, and we
are determined to go into it, hit or miss.—D. NEWELL.
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BaTLEY CARR.—On Sunday last, Mr. Hepworth, of Leede,
occupied our platform in a very able manver. His spirit-
guides based their discourse on ‘‘Qur Spirit Homes, and how
they are formed.” In the course of their remarks they des-
oribed the spiritual habitation of the sin-laden aud crime-
stained soul, as one of utter desolation ; and that misery, woe,
and despair were pictured on every lincament ; and showed in
telling language the consequence of a career of dissipation,
selfishness, and crime. They then passed on to that of the
dronkard. This was somewhat better than the other in out-
ward appearance, but inside, all was barrenness. Passing over
the remainder of the dark scenes of the spirit world, they next
doecribed tho spirit-home of those who had striven for peace
and harmony while on earth. The result of this was, they now
enjoyed the rich fruit of their labours. Their spirit-home was
most pleasing to behold ; both exterior and interior were in the
most beautiful order and barmony. On every hand surround-
jng this home were flowers indescribable in their beanty. There
were groves and glades, whose grasses scemed to sparkle as
they viewed them, and all went to make up a home of happi-
ness and rest to the soul. Those happy souls dwelling in
these homes never tired of praising the Great Maker and
Giver of ull life. They then passed on to a stately mansion,
whose grandeur and architecture was perfection itself. Tho
mateiial of which it was composed was of a lustrous trans-
parent natare, for it seemed to shine and send forth flashes of
light as they gazed upon it. They approached and entered its
portals, and a8 they did so they felt they were nearing the

resence of noble, illustrious souls, and in reverenge they

owed their heads. They entered a spacions reception room,
and there beheld assembled in conference, philanthropists and
poets whose brightness surpassed that of the noon-day sun,
which bespoke a life of high artd noble integrity, and a love for
the true and the just.—I wish to announce that on Sunday
next, Mrs. Batterfield, of Blackpool, will deliver two addrosses
in the above room : one at 2 p.m., and in the evening at 6 30.
We hope to see a goodly number of old faces. Tea will be
provided for friends from a distance, at 61. each. A ocollection
will be made at the close of each service.—ArrrED KiTSON.

ManceesTER.—On Sunday our Preeident, Mr Brown, de-
livered two discourses upon the * Prediotions for 1884" Dur-

ing Febrnary we will bave the following speakers: Febuary 3rd,’

Miss Allen, Birmingham ; 10th, Mr R. A. Brown ; 17th, Mr W.
Johnson ; 24th, Mrs Groom.—W. LawToN, Sec., M.S.8.S.
PrymouTH: Richmond Hall, Richmond 8t.—On Sunday last,
our asual Circle waa Leld in the afternoon, over thirty present,
the mejority non-8piritualists. Three of the sitters, who a few
weeks since were unacquainted with the subject, gave unmis-
takable proofs of mediumistic powers. In the evening Mr
Olarke was the speaker. After singing the opening bymn,

. Migs Marshall, a young lady who is likely to make a most ex-

cellent medium, was controlled to give the invocation. Al-
though we have many ladies who are mediume, this is the first
who has taken part in our public Services. The usual lessons
followed, after which Mr. Clarke was cogjrolled and gave a
splendid oration on *‘ Jesus, the man and his mission,” which
was evidenily very much appreciated by the audience. On
Sunday nextin the evening Mr Clarke will reply to written
questions from the audience.—JorxN T. B. PAYNTER, Beo.

Braprorp.—A¢t 2.30. Mr Colling Briggs spoke in the Walton
Street Church, on ¢ The Creation " giving a spiritual explana-
tion of the statements made in Genesis. At 6 o’clock Mr Briggs
again spoke, ‘‘ Music” being the theme, with which he as-
sooiated other topics. He was followed by Mr Walter Hillam,
who reviewed the great progress.which Spiritualism is making
all over the eartb, and in all condions of Bociety.—O or.

Birmin@ram: Qozell Street Board School.—Last Sunday
evgning, Mr. Mahoney delivered a thost eloquent address on
* Spiritnalism and Social Progress,” to an intelligent audience
and they seemed highly pleased. Some questions were asked
and answered. On.Sunday next, Mr. Wallis will lecture on
* The Love of Life, and Life of Love.” Oa February 6, Mr.
Mahoney’s party at Baskerville Hall, dancing, etc.—Cor.

SuNDERLAND.—On Sunday, the Sunderland Spiritual Evid-
enoce Bociety’s platform at the Albert Roome, was ably occu-
pied by Mr. F. Walker, who gave a very interesting and instruc-
tive address, which was greatly appreciated by a good audi-
ence. Although Mr. Walker is only a bard-working man in
the coal mine, he is a deep thinker, and gave some very
pointed utterances. He is a most energetiospeaker, and ho can
make his audience understand every theory he advances. He
was ably assisted by Mr. V. . Pinkney, who officiated as
Cbairman, and gave a few happy and instructive remarks.—
G. H. Pyne Jongs, Sec, S.8:ES.

Farmoutsn.—On Sanday, the 19th instant, Mr. R. 8. Clarke,
of Plymoutb, delivered two inspirational discourses in the
Town Hall. ' Mr. R. Gloyn presided. The subject for the
afternoon was, ‘ Is Spiritualism opposed to the teaching of
Jesus ? 7 After which written questions were invited from the
audience, bearing-on the condition of humanity here and here-
after. A number of questions were sent up to the chairman,
and were satisfactorily answered by Mr. Clarke’s guides. The
sulject of the evening discourse was—** Why does not God kill
the devil ?” The orthodox dogma of a peraonal devil, and the

doctrines thereon taught in the churches, were shewn to be
utterly inconsistent with the existence of an omnipotent Deity,
infinite in wisdom, goodnese, aud love, who must have created
such a being with the foreknowledge that he would mar his
own purpose. Th» audiences were large, and very attentive ;
and, we hope the sced sown will by-and-bye bear frait. We
are but a very small band who publicly avow ourselves 8piri-
tualists ; but many have witnessed the phenomena, and have
expressed their belief in its genuineness. e have no medium
in our circle, and bigotry has been rampant against us; we
have, however, lived down a %reat deal of prejudice, and our
spg(i)t friéends tell us we shall soon have improved conditions.
—CoRr. ;

MarvLesoNe: 52, Bell Street.—Sunday, Jan. 27, after a
hymn had been snog, Mr. Hocker opening the Bible at hazard,
and lighted on John, ix., which afforded a most appropriate
text for the snbject of discussion as annonunced : * Spiritualism
and Christianity,” showing that then as now men would not
believe facts as presented to them, if they happen to clash with
preconceived ideas. Now as then we have miracles performed,
though in a less degree, in our wmidst, but they are mneither
accepted by Christian nor materialist, these parties having
made up their mind. The opener strongly urged that there
could be no connection between Spiritualism and orthodox
Christianity, since the united testimony of the spirit world
ignores the fall of man, ignores salvation by faith, knows noth-
ing of a three-in-one, or of a material bell, etc. On the other
hand Christianity ignores miracles, since the time of the apos-
tles, or their possibility, even then, as witness 8topford Brooke.
In opposition, & Obristian endeavoured to defend his creed, by
the well-known modern process of explaining away objection-
able characteristics to suit modern thought. We still bope to
continue our meetings, which are freely open to all enquirers,
but have reason to know that some so-called * Christian ortho-
dox Spiritualists ” are holding aloof, resentful or fearful of
fair criticism on what should be thafreest platform in the world.,
—C. DrroLME,

THE ATHANASIAN OreEp.—Mr. Bielfield scnds us a letter
cut from the * Penrith Qbserver,” the writer of which deplores
the fact that, ‘ Never, perhapz, were the Sociniane, or, as they
are modernly called, Unitarians, more sedalous in their attempt
to stamp out the dootrine than at present, and it is my painful
conviction that their deadly heresy is largely infecting every
professedly Christian Cburch in the world; that it lurks in
quarters that we least suspect, and is covertly preached from
many pulpits of the Church of England. We seem blind to all
thie. We have been for 80 many years endeavouring to keep
our citadel intact from popery, that we have paid but little at-

tention tothe sapping and mining process, slowly but surely

progressing at our foundation.” Notwithetanding that this
oreed was * unknown in the very early days of Christianity,”
yet it has done such good service in suppressing ‘‘ latitudinar-
iapism and heresy " that it is useful as a bond on the human
mind, to cause it to snccumb to eoccleniasticial devices. Ul-
timatelv the * Church ™ will amalgamate with ** popery ”; that
is its only protection. Creeds aro of no use to men who have
the liberty to use their soul's faculties. ’

ExeTer.—The reopening of the Hall took place on Sunday
last, and notice preceded the same in the paper. The hall
was @gicely arranged for the occasion. The rostrum was occu-
pied by our trance speaker, and a most philogophical oration
was given on “ Divine Force.” To those who heard the last Sun-
day’s control, a most striking contrast appeared in the two
controls. It would be impossible for me to give any idea of
the sublime nature of the spiritual utterances. It needed a
thoroughly scientific mind to comprehend its natare, yet it was
characterised with a most explivit manner, and the ocontrol
gnlped the whole subject in & masterly style.—R. SHEPHERD,

ec.

MRgrs. GrooM AT OLpDEAM.—On Sunday, the afternoon service
was somewhat marred by the non-appearance of our friend,
Mre. Groom, at the time announced. Happily for us, several
Manchester friends put in an appearance, and whilst the chair
was ocoupied by Mr. Thompson, an address was ably given by
Mr. Rose, another able and prominent member amongst ¢ur
Manchester friends. Bhortly after $ o'clock Mrs. Groom ar-
rived, and takiog her position on the platform, was soon under
countrol, and took precedence in the service. A question was
asked for, when “ Reason” was given ; and a flow of beautifal
diction then came from her lips, and she closed the question
with a poem upon the sabject chosen. This was followed by,
one on ** The Kingdom of Heaven that is within you.” Another
poem followed on *‘ Nature’s Noblemen,” after which twelve
clairvoyant readings were given, eleven of which were recog-
nised. At 6 o'vlock the room was filled to overflowing, Mr.
Kershaw, president, in the chair. Qut of seven subjects sent
ud to the platform, the following was chosen for the guides to
dilate on: “ How does the control account for the tendency of
orthodox churches towards spiritualistic ideas, relating to this
1 fo and the life to come, notably Canon Farrar and his ¢ Theory
of ptogress after death’?” The subject was dealt with for an
hour ; after which poems on “ Gcorge Dawson,” * Milton,” and
“ John Bright” were given, closing with twecnty-three clair-
voyant descriptions, seventeen of which wero verified.—J. W.
LBARKBB, Secretary. ’ ‘ ' '
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WORK IN LEEDS.

The Special Bpiritual Mission which has been inaugurated in
this town, promiscs to be of a highly sruccessful character.
Already suog results have been realized as we ocould not have
8o soon antiocipated ; it is, indeed, in the best sense a great
spiritaal revival that is taking place, both here ard in many
other places. Mrs. Britten made use of that term respecting
her work at Newoastle, where suoh orowds have thronged to
the meetings, that the doors have had to be locked to prevent
croshing. )

The chief feature of the * Revival” here consists in the
awakening and liberation of souls disembodied. This work
began in the second meeting on Sunday week, when some half-
dozen or more mediums united their power in the blessed work
of redeeming from darkness and thraldom their unhappy
earth-bound kindred. It was a remarkable and touching
scene, to listen to the earnest prayers and pleadings of the
‘“ controls ; ” in both the English and various foreign languages.
To the uninitiated, it would have seemed like a strange and
weird pantomime ; but to us it was a glorious work of emanoci-
pation. 1t was beautifal also to see thcse namerous mediams,
all acting in unison—the unseen workers being evidently bent
upon & common object. We had evidence on that Sunday
evening of tbo blessed work baving been done through onr
united sympathies, prayers, and efforts.

All the meetings held during the week were largely attended ;
and with increasing spiritnal and mediumistic power, the same
kind of work was pursued. All present felt and spoke of the
wonderfulgood that was being done; the influnence being most
heavenly. We bave held deeply interesting oolloquies with
these ** spirits in prison,” as they have oontrolled the mediums
and described theirbowildering experiences. At intervals, the
more advanced intelligences bave controlled and expressed
earnest sentiments of praise and thanke-giviag for the good
that was being done. Olairvoyants, again, have had their upiri-
tual vision opened to see the spiritual realities sarronnding us.

This awakening has begun at the oentre, stirring the stag-
nant elements to their very depths; and the agitation thus
oreated in the spiritual epheres will, under an elevated and
constantly augmenting spiritual influnence, produce a commo-
tion and a revolation over a wide and unlimited cirgumference.

On Wednesday evening, January 23, we were favoured with
the presence of the illustrious lady, and inspired speaker and
author, Mrs. Britten. She gave an oration at the meeting
room on * Spiritnalism; the Reforwm, Science, and Religion of
the Age,” after which she replied fo various questions. Thg
room was quite full, the audience was thoroughly appreciative,
aind, best of all, a profound hallowing influence seemed to rest
upon all. It bas been to myself an extreme gratification to
have once heard this celebrated speaker, though I have long
been an ardent admirer of her printed works. The newly pub-
lished work of this inspired teacher, ‘‘ Nineteenth Century
Miracles,” has come into the hands of several friends here, my-
self having the great boon of a copy presented, with earnest
expressions of appreciation of my -work, by the author’s own
band, This work is truly a modern Bible, which should have
a world-wide circulation. Chapters therefrom will no doubt
be read from many of our public platforms.

The services on Sunday were well attended, notwithstnn%i'ng
the snow and stormy weather. The speaker for the day Was
Mrs. Oraven, a local medium. Her controls spoke in the after-
noon upon the desirability, in connection with the present spe-
cial movewent at Leeds, of taking steps for the systematic in-
struction of the young in the truths of Spiritualism Many
cogent reasons were suggested in support of the importance of
this work. The evening service, heing the last to be held in
this room, the controls gave an address appropriate fo the
ocoasion—reviewing the work of the past; referring to the
great significance und import of the present special work, and
earnestly exhorting the congregation to the prayerful conside-
ration of the important new step they were about to take.

At both services the writer of this presided, and read chapters
from both the ancient Scriptures and Mrs. Britten's modern
bible, ** Nineteenth century miracles ”; and also from the Lon-
don daily papers conocerning the appearance of the * white
%sdy” at the Berlin Palace, and the supernataral occurrences at

ienna.

At the second meeting two other female mediums were con-
trolled to address the congregation.

A dedication servioe is to be held' next Sunday morning at

ethe New Room ; in whioh it is expected that several mediums
will take part. Pablic services will also be held in the after-
noon and evening of that day.
OMEGA.

—_———

[t seems rather careless on the part of the Leeds friends to
‘jnstitute a new room for their meetinge, and not have the facts
stated ocorrectly in the List of Meetings. Just before going to
press wo bave read “ Omega’s ” letter, as the last article set in
type. We bave no time to obtain inlormation to correct our
List, and must go to press with a false statement. We give
free advertisement,’and our requirements for accuracy ought to
pe respected.—Ep. M.]

SPIRIT-COMMUNION.

To the Editor.— Sir,—Perhaps some of your intelligent read-
ers, well up in the Soience of Spiritnality, will kindly reply to
the following.

From personal observation and the testimony of intelligent
Spiritnalists, it appears that the spirit-beings which accom-
pany us, all act under law,—in fact are simply messengers,
doing the will of a higher power. Now, instead of speaking to
them and invoking their aid as cultivating their acquainfanoe,
sometimes at a considerable amount of inconvenience and risk,
is it not mach more logioal for Spiritualists in partioular, and
all men in general, to cultivate the acquaintance of THE MEs-
BAGE SENDER rather than that of the MESSAGE BRINGER,—of the
friend who sENDs the message, rather than that of thepostman
who BrINGS it ? Again, are we warranted in detaining theee
spiritual postmen of the Supreme Ruler of spirits, when without
the least risk or inconvenience we can at any momnent have an
audience with the King himself ?

Fancy one inviting the postman to come in for au hour or
two, when he has a bundle of letters to deliver! Yet what are
we doing in seances, but something analogouns?

I therefore respectfally ask a reply to the question: Would
it not be much betfer for Spiritualists to cultivate the acquaint-
ance of the MESSAGE SENDER rather than the MESSAGE BRING-
ERr? "—Your respectfually, J. MiTcuELL,

Newcastlc-on-Tyne, Jan. 26, 1884.

—_——

LINES ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF DR. JENNER.

Fire trieth the works of every man,
And time discovers flaws
In ev'ry human work-and plan,
In politics and laws.
Even Science taught'in Jenner’s day
Discarded is to-day,
But Jenner’s vaccine notions stay
In minds yet—strange to say.
'Tis thougbt cow-pox small-pox can withstand !
Disease cast out disease |
A house divided 'gainst self can stand !
Bat, hear me, if you please.
The causk of small-pox is impurity
In food, or air, or dress.
Obey Health Laws—there's our security
’Gainst bodily distress,
J.A.T.

MEETINGS, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd, 1884
LONDON.
Epawas RoAD.—53, Bell treqs, at ?, Miss Dale Owen: “How to Cure Drunken-

ness.
MaryresoNg Roap.—Spiritual Mission Room, 16Y, Seymour Place, at 11, Mr.
Hoperoft, At 7, Seance; Tuesday, 7.45, Mr. J.) M. ale; Wednesday, at 7.45,
8cance ; Thursday. 7.45, Mr. J. M. Dale; Friday, at 7.45, Mr. Towas; Satuor-
day, at 7.30, Mr. Sa: . 'J. M. Dale, Sec., 50, Crawford Street, Bryanston 8qr.
The Room isjstrictly reserved for circles. It may be engaged for private sithings.
Cavexorsu Roons, Mortimer Street, W., at 7: Mr. Colville,—
WEEK NIGHTS. ®

8pirrtuaL InsTeTUTION.—Tuesday, Mr. Colville, at 8.
BromproN.—Mr. Pound's, 108, 1field Road, Wednesday, at 8, Mr. Towns.
Hagrrow Roip.—At Mr. Wright's 17, Amberley Rodd, on Sunday and Thursday at
7.30. Private Circle, admlission only by previous application.
PROVINCES.
Barrow-in-FurNgss.—75, Buccleuch Street, at 6.30. |
Barygy Carr.—Town Street, 6.30 p.w.: Mrs. Butterfield. i
Bepworts.—King Street, at 6 p.m. Wednesday, at 7 p.m.
"BeLPER.—Lecture Room, Brookside, at 10.30 and 6,30 : »
BinoLey.—Intelligenee Hall, 2.30 and 6 p.m. : Miss l(ugnve.
BreurnarAM.—Oozell Street Board School, 6.30: Mr. E. W. Wallls. _
Bissor AuckLaxp.—Temperanoce Hall, Gurney Villa, 3.30and 6 p.m, :
BLAckBURN.—Academyof Arts and:Sciences, Paradise Lane: at 3 and 6.30. =
Bortox.—H. A Tovey, I8, Halton 8t., The Houlgh, )
Braprozd.—Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane, Wakefield Road, 2.30
and 6 p.m.: Mrs. Gregg.
Wade's Meeting Room, Harker Street, Bowling, at (2.30 and 6 p.m: Mrs.
Ingham and Mr. T, Holdsworth. .
8piritual Lyceum, Oddfcllows' Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 and 6 p.m.: Mr. '
Collins Briggs.
Exerer.—Oddfellow’s Hall Bampfylde Street, at 6.30.
GaresaEkAD.,—Central Buildings, High Street, 6.30: Mr. C. G. Oyston
Grascow.—2, Carlton Place, South Side, at 11.30 and 6.30: Mr.
Lyceum at 6. ;
Havrirax.—Peacock Yard, Unfon Street, 2.30 and 6 p.m. Local.
Berrox,—Miners' O)d Hall, at 5.3¢.
KsioaLEY.—Spiritnalist Lyceam, East Parade, 2.30, and6.30: Mr. Armitage.
Legos.—Tower Bulldings, Woodhouse Lane, 2.30, and 6.30: Mr, C. Ware.
Ligcester.—Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 and6.30.
LiverrooL—Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at 11 a.m., and 6.30 p.m
Mrs. E. H. Britten.
MaccLesrigLp.—Spirituslists' Free Church, Paradise Strect, at 6.30, Rev. A. Rushton.
MaxcarsTER.—Gospgl Temperance Hall, 'f‘ippplng Street, Ardwick, 10.30 and 6.30 :
Miss Allen, Birmingham.
MoaLey.—Spiritual Mission Room, Church Strect, at 2.30 and 6: Mr. Hepworth,
MippLESBOROUGH.—Granville Lecture Rooms, Newport Road, at 10.30, and 6.30.
NewcasTLe-ON-TyNg. —Welr's Court, at6.30 :
NorruaMPTON.—Cowper Cottage, Cowpoer Street, 2.30 and 6.30.
Norre SuiELps.—Bolton's Yard, Tyne Street, at 6 :
Norrivcuas.—Morley Club Lecture Room, Shakespeare Street, 10.45 and 6.30.
OLpHan.—176, Unlon Street, at 2.30 and 6. .
PexoLeTON.—48, Alblon Street, Windsor Bridge, at 2.30 and 6.30.
PLYROUTH. — Richmond Hall, Richmond Street, at 11, Mr. Burt, Tranos Address ;
at 2.45, circle; at 6.30, Mr. R, 3, Clarke: ‘Answers to Questions.
8asrrisLp.—Psychological Instijution, Coocos House, Pond Street, at 2.30 and 6.39:
BuwkrsY Brinox,—Progressive Lyceam, Hollins Lane, at 2.30 and 6, Messrs. Sookt

and Morrell.
AxD.—Albert B , 7, C tion Street, at 6.30, Mr. W, H, Robinsqon.
ToNsTALL.~Rathbone Street, Mr. W. Dudson, Medlum, .
High Street, at 6.30.

"J. J. Morse.

Waesr Pauron,—At Mr,

WarsaLL.—Exchange s
w. 'f‘lnxler'-. Eden Terrace, at 6 p.m.
L ’ .
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NOW READY.

MRS, EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN'S GREAT NEW WORK,

NINETEENTH CENTURY MIRACLES:

SPIRITS AND THEIR WORK IN E’VERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
A COMPLETE HISTORICAL COMPENDIUM OF THE MOVEMENT KNOWN AS “MODERN SPIRITUALISM.”

This Work forms a full and exhaustive account of all the
MAIN INCIDENTS OF A SPIRITUALISTIC CHARACTER which
have transpired in EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH from
the beginning of the Nineteenth Century to the present
time.

The subject matter has been collated from the most
authentic sources. The contributors include some of the
most learned, scientific, and honoured petsonages of the
age. Testimony has been gathered up (in many instances
by the Author in person, during her extended travels) from
every country, and includes the Spiritualism of all peoples
whether savage or civilised. The scenes are world-wide,
but the period of action is limited to THE PRESENT
CENTURY.

Tue SeirrtuaLisT will find in this Work a complete
manual of every phenomenon he wishes to read of], refer to,
or describe to others.

Tue InVesTIGATOR will obtain a compendium of every
work of value he needs to study.

" Tre Sceeric will be herein answered, and THE
OPPONENT refuted at every point.

To every student of Psychology, Spiritual Science,
Religious Reform, Mesmerism, Spiritualism and Occultism,
the Author—in deep earnestness of purpose and in the name
of the wise controlling spirits, who have commanded her
work, and assisted unceasingly to aid its execution—
ventures to affirm that, both for this and many succeeding
generations, this volume will prove a COMPLETE LIBRARY
ogl the subjects dealt with, and a ma.nua.l of incalculable
value

FOR ALL TIME.

THE PLAN OF THE WORK INCLUDES—

SpPIRITUALISM in Germany, France, Great Britain, Aus
tralia, New Zealand, Polynesian Islands, East and West
Indies, Cape Town, South America, Mexico, China, Japan,
Thibet, India, Java, Holland, Dutch Colonies, Russia,
Sweden, Switzerland, Scandinavia, Spain, Italy, Austria,
Belgium, Turkey, &c., &c., and America.

SPECIAL SUBJECTS TREATED OF.

H:story of Mesmer and Mermerism—* The Philosopher’s

Stone "—* Elixir Vit "—Somnambulism—Clairvoyance—
Psychology—Seership, natural and acquired—From Mes-
merism to Spiritualism— Magnc—Wltchcraft — Sorcery—
Necromancy — Occultism—* Spiritism ”—* Spiritualism "—
““ Theosophy ” — Reincarnation — IMMORTALITY DEMONS-
TRATED—Facts, Fancies, and Fanaticisms of Spiritualists—
Spiritual Science and Religion — Proofs Palpable and
Imaginary—Doctrines and Theories zersus Corroborative
Testimony—Hauntings—Obsessions, Spiritual Gifts® Prac-
tices, and Spontaneous Phenomena of Various Peoples—
Origin "of the Modern Spiritual Movement in Different
Countries— Journalism and Literature of the Subject—
Antagonism from without—Divisiéns within the Ranks—
Deception and Hallucination — Thrilling Narratives —
Wonderful Experiences— Heaven and Hell of Spirit Life—
“ Dwellers on the Threshold” and Angels in Paradise—
Revelations of Life Hereafter in all Stages of Progression—
Spirit Circles—Spiritual Workers, Pioneers, Journalists,
Writers, Lecturers, Mediums, Artists, Poets, Healers and
Martyrs—Trials, Prosecutions, Defeats, and Victories—All
Sides of the Question—Every Phase of the Movement—All
Classes of Witnesses—From the Convict’s Prison to the
Monarch’s Throne-room — Revivals— Mass Meetings —
Spiritual History Cast on the Ocean of Time—and
ETERNITY.

This Volume contains nearly 600 pages, royal octavo, fine tmted paper,

handsomely bound in Cloth.

A limited number will be issued, splendidl
&e., and over Forty

Spirit Writing, Art. &ec.,

illustrated with fac-snmxles of
ORTRAITS of ILLUSTRIOUS

and CELEBRATED SPIRITUALISTS and MEDIUMS

Prioce for Illustirated Copies

» Wwithout the Illustrations

12s. Gd. i

Lrey oo e e

Postage, Single Copies (Parcels Post), 6d.

Pusmsm sy WILLIAM BRITTEN, Tue Limes, HuMpHREY STREET, CHEETHAM HILt, MANcm-,sz, .
- E. W, ALLEN AvE MARIA LanE, LONDON, EC.

®.* Orders received by the Publisher; also the Secretaries of the various Spiritual Societies, and all respectable Bookselless

R. W. J. COLVILLE'S APPOINTMENTS. —Loxpo. —103, Great Port-
land Street, Feb. 1, 8, p.m. Neumeyer Hall, Sunday, Feb. 3, 3pm Caven-
dish Rooms, 7 p.m. l}mrmeounphpmxp:et. 8ee special no
BaigaroN.—Feb.
Bsrrez.—Feb. 10, u 13,
Braprorp.—Feb, 1
Havuvax.—Feb, ls " KeioaLey.—Feb 19,
W. J. Colville is open to engagements ia or near London between Sundays Feb.
3and 10. Address 15, SBouthampton Row.

R. E. W. WALLI8'S APPOINTMENTS.—
For dates, address E. W. Wallls, 4, Lower Rushall Street, Walsall.

NEW MEDICAL WORK BY

Miss Cranpos Lizica Hont (Mrs. WaLLAcE) & Lex et Lux.
HYSIANTHROPY, or Tus Hoxe Cure Axp EmapicaTioN or Diszask. 120
b.;:uu, tastefully bound in oloth, price 3s. 6d. B8end for 8ynopsis to Miss S8impson

a8

THIRD EDITION, —(Just Published.)
PRIVATE PRACTIOCAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE
SCIENCE AND ART OF ORGANIC MAGNETISM.
BY MI8S CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT.

Belng her original Thres Guinea private Manusoript lnstructions, prlnfod revised
and gmtly enlarged, and coataining plublo and practical transiations, and the

{BS. HARDINGE-BRITTEN'S APPOINTMENTS. — Mrs. Hardinge-Britten
will leoture in Manchester, 8anday, Jan. 6, 1884; In Newcastle, Bunday, Jan.

13 and 20; and -Manchester, the 27th ; lbo [) learpool and Manchester, on the
laternate éu«hy of Fobnnry —Address T Limes, Humphrey Street, Chi th
lilll, Manchester.

M%ou J. MORSE'S APPOINTMENTSA. —Grascow-—3, Carlton Place,
th Bide, Bundny. Feb. 3, morning at 11, subject—* Svldtuﬂbm as an inter-
preter of Religioa."”

Hvenlog at 6.30 “ Earth versus Heaven.'
Mr. Morse scospia engagem vinces
For terms and dates, direct to him at 103, Great Portland 8t., Oxford 8t., lamn, Ww.

ents for Sunday Leotures in London, or the

R. B. 8. CLAREKE'S APPOINTMENTS.—PLYMoUTE : thmoul Hall,
Sanday, ?oh:rd at 6.30, subject; Adswersto Questionsfrom th

of all previous p | works. N {llustrations of
passes, signs

‘Price One Gnlnu. Paper. Frenoch Morooco, with double lock and key, 8s. extrs,

best Moroooo, ditto, 7s. extra.
Send for lndex. Prees Nouou and Papil's Tuumonh: to Miss Simpean, Secte-
Reform Oxford Mansions, Oxford Otrcus, W,

IHPOBT ANT NOTICE! Before you sow your farm or garden crops, plant, prune,
bake, brew, set fowls, hire servants, bay, g deal with others, m: , travel,
ask flvoun. speoulate, or do any uﬂur else, got APHAEL'S ALMANA for 1884,
and it will save you pounds.
‘1t alsd contains Birthday Information for every day of the year, a weather guide,

‘numerous tables, prodictions of the chief cvents that will happen in 1384, and much

useful and interesting Information. Price 6d., post free 7d. To be had of all book-
sellers and stationers throughout the Ung\iom
Catrr axp Domsox, 4, Pligrim Street, London, E.C.; also J. Borxs.

Bavrasu.—Feb. 6
A reception at 1, Jma Street, every Friday,at s P,
§, Athengum Termace. Plymogth,

HE late ﬂenr{n elville's, ** VeriTas," mentioned by Mr. Oxley s a ‘‘ wonderful
p%vled by private order alone, through Mr, Burns, 15, Bouth;
smpton London. Prioce 21s.
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SAVE 40 PER CENT.
Best Sults—-all Wool

50s.,
worth £3 10 O.

'ASH ONLY.
JAMES MALTBY TA!LOR, Hanover Plice, Regent’s
N W. (Baker Street Station),

0 POULTRY KZEPEBS Increase the number of eggs, b{ using the G:me,
Poultry and Pigeon Powder. A first class Egg-Producer. In tins N
13, each. Sample tin, . and 9d,, post free. Send for Testimonials, &c. ﬁnnu-

fastured by Gower and Eye, Corn Factors, 16, Week Btreet, Maidstone.

LENTILINA .~A deliclous Food for Invalids, Infants and General Use, being.

Corn Flour and similar food. In 3d. and &d. packets; and 3lb.

roels, 1s. 9d. ; 61b. parcels, 3d. 6d. rp.uehpo-t free. 'Small samples 2d. and
“ flt:'e ypo-t.—oowor and Evo, éol:x ‘Factors, &c., 16, Week Sbeo' Maldstone.

Mr. and Mrs. HA WKINS, Magnetic Healers
T HOMB Monday, Tuesiay, Thursday and Friday. Free Treatment on Fri-
day, fromi 12 to 4 o'clock. Patients ﬂslled at their own Resklonce.— 143,
Marylebone Road, N.W,, Near Edgware Road Station.

CURATIVE MESMERISM AND CLAIRVOYANCE.
D)ROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER attends Patientsand can be consulted daily
from 2 till 5, at No. 5, Rue du Mont-Dore, Paris. Clairvoyant Consultations
by letter for Dlseuu their Causes, and Remedies. For any serlous cases, Prof.
Didier would arrange to come and attend personally in England.

ASHMAN’S EMBROCATION.
FOB Gout, Rheumatism, Spiains, Bruises, Inflammatien, Bronchitis, Plcnrity,
and Conges#in of the’ Lunys, hnrns. Scalds, ChlIbmm‘ Wounds, Cuts,
9d. per bottle. To be obtained at a, Bixth Annua, Queen's Park, Harrow ﬁotd.
W and of all wholesale chemists.

R. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of Rheumatism, Gout, Neural

gla, anhagn, Epuog‘y, General Debllity, and several affootions of tho Hoad,
Ryes, Liver, &c., attends Paticnts from Elgyen ;o One and Two to Five, at 3, Bnl
strode Street, Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square, W.

MR & MR8. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every day. Patients

attended at thelr own homes. Cirales conducted. Seances on Sundays at 7.30

El'.:: Free Hullng on Sunday morning at 11 0'clock. Removed to 116, York Road,
g's s

ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY.
DIL WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Future Events of Life, at m,
Caledonian Road, King's Cross. Time of Birth required. Fee 2s. d. At
tendance from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.

Personal Consultations only.

- MR. T. B. DALE,

PROFESSOB of Astrology & Astronomy, 3, Highgate Road, Kentish Town, N.W.
Calculations, personally or by letter, on Nativities, Business Questions, &c.,
dally from 13 to 8 p.m. Fee 23, 61. Astrology Free. Shmp Lemons given.

EDIUMBHIP: Writing, anlug, Clairvoyance, and Trance, develo) by the
perfected ‘ Automatic Insulator,” on “ Crystal Bllll." with the New Patent
Registered Exhibition Prize Medal Movement.—Ropr.

H. Favar, Barn.

WORKS IN THE PRESS.

Orown Oclaso, on IluPapcr Bandsome Binding, 5s.

THE NEXT WORLD : A’ Series of Important Communi-
cations from the Spirjts of Eminent Personages, thmugh
the Mediumship of ﬁn 8.:G. Horn.

Crown 8vo., Tlustrated with Portraits and Spirit-Draswings, 5s.

SPIRIT- CONTROI,S Recorpep sy A.T.T.P. Fifty
of the most remarkable of thése celebrated communica-
tions will be Prefaced by a Personal History and
Observations by the Reéorder. .

Second Edition, Demy 8vo, Price 5s.

THE MENDAL: :A ‘Mode of Oriental Divinatién ;- dis-
doung remsrkable Revelations in Biology and- I’aycho-
logy ; giving the ‘true key -to Spirit-agency ; and the
nature . of, Apparitions; and .the :connection betiveen
Mesmerism and Spmham. Materialism, the Source and
necessary .Attendant on Socigl Disorganization. By
Ebwarp B. B. BArkEr, a British Vice-Consul.

To be reprinted from THE MEDIUN.

TALES OF THE DAYBREAK. ‘ By Mrs. Rameay Laye.

I.—Frorry's Tree: a Spiritual Story for C{ﬂdren.
In a neat form, 3d., or 2s. 6d, per dozen post-free.
IT—Svei's Ivear : s Tale of the Daybreak. In a

handsome wrapper, sewed, 1s., or 9s. per dozen, car-
riage paid. Both Tales in 1 vol, cloth, 1s. 6d., or
12s. per dozen, carriage paid.

Reprinlnd from the “ Quarterly Journal of Sciemce," Cloth 5s.

nESEAncHEs IN THE PHENOMENA OF
SPIRITUALISM.

BY WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S.

This volume contains the following papers :—
I. SrierrpALiax VIEWED IN THE LiouT or Mopxax Scixwos.
I1. ExreriMentaL INvEsTicaTiONs Of A Nxw Force.
11. Soxs Furtiigr ExreriMexts ox Psycmio Fonox.
“T Psrcato Force AND MopEax SPIRITUALISY. A Reply to the Quarterly Review
+ CorRgSPONDENGE- ARISING 00T oF Dn. CAnPENTER'S )lmmunnﬂou
VI Nores or AN INQUIRY «INTO THE PHENOMENA OALLED SrimrtvaL during the
L u'ro—a. ln which the phenomens are arranged into twelve plasses.
Vil Coox's M . Bpirit-forms—the last of Katie King;
the phoﬁomphlnc of Katle King.

Illustrated with 16 engravings of Apparates and Icﬁo&
mployed in the Inv;ouggtion.

Loxnpox : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.0.

ABTBOLOGY Nativities, by the Ptolemalc system, from 10s, 6d.,
amount of labour in oormunt time of -birth. —Bunu., 63, unnohuter Rmd

“NEPTUNE,” ASTROLOGER,
24, Wullguve Road, Earl’s Court, London, S.W.
or tomu, send lhmped, addressed envelope X

CABOLINE PAWLEY Wrmng Spenklng, Helllnt Medium. By the desire of
Guides, no mone; sent first, with stamped epvelope for
reply. 33, Boy-ton Rm& 8toke Neﬂngton Road, N.

Just published, pp. 83, with vignette ;
Price 1s., by post 1s. 2d.
OW THE WORLDP GAME TO AN END IN 1881.
London : Field & Tuer, ye Leadenhalle Presse, E.C.;
Simpkin, Marshall & Co.; Stationers’. Hall Court ; Hamlwn,
Adams & Co., Paternoster Row, E.C. .

RS. KATE BERRY, Maongio HraLER,
2, Blandford Place, Upper Baker Street, W.

PSYCHISM,

MR. W. EGLINTON
BEGS to say that all Séances must be made by appoint-
ment. He receives on Mondays at 8, to attend which
previous application is necessary. At home from 3 to 6.

12, Old Quebec Street, Hyde Park, wW.

EQUIRED jmmediately, a Superior Servant, who is a good Cook, and under-
stands walting at table. Assistance given in the kitchen., Good wages and
comfortable situation with one Lady. Preferenod given to a person who is clairvoy-
-t, hgr mediumistic,—~Apply for address at Mr, Burns's 15, Southampton Row,
olborn,

Ml CECIL HUBK. 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Maxted Road, Peckham Rye, 8.E.
tnd day evenings at 7.30, for Bplrlmlln- only. On

Baturdsy ennln', at em, at 61, Lamb's Conduit Stnet, for reception of Friends.

FBAHK HERNE, 8, ALsgrt Roap

Fomest Laxz, STRATFORD.
138 LOTTIE FOWLER, Trance, Medloal, and Business Clairvoyant, on travel
and. Address letters 1 16, Southampton Row, London,
No enqulrk- answered by letter , except to make Appointments.

J THOMAS, GexsziL CoRResPONDENT.
< Address

: Kingaley, by Frodsham, Cheshire.

R. TQWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Tut and Business Clslrvoynnt.. is at home
dally, and is open to engagements. Address—99, Lisson Grove, lhrylebono

MR. A. DUGUID, Bpiritual Tepcher snd Correspondent, 13, Ounld‘l Wynd,

A BECOND Floor of 3*nooms (unfurnished) To Let.—34, Alvington Crescent,
Kingsland High Street, N.

PBIVATE APARTMENTS.—Mr. J. J. Morse receives Spiritualists at reasonabls
rates. Cand of terms sent on application to 103, Great Portland 8t., Oxford 8t., W,

BLE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid Ladies will

be taken great care of by a Healing Modium, including Board and Lodging, for

30s. per week for the six winter menths at this pretty seaside fown, which Is knownto
be ptrucuhrly nlulxlo

‘WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, &c.

ORATIONS throngh the Mediumehip of Mrs. Cora L. V.
TarpaN ; The New Science—8piritual Ethics—oontaining
upwards of 50 Orations and Poems. 720 pages. Fall gilt,
with photograph, 10s. 6d.; bandsome cloth, 7s. 6d.

EXPERIENCES IN BPIBITUALISM Booordu of Extraordi-
narg Phenomena through the most Powerful Medinms,
Photograph of Author. By CATHERINE BERRY. 28.6d.

THE SEERS QOF THE AGES embracing Spiritualism Past
and Present. By J. M. Pmus s, ”
1,—8pirit of the Present Age. 1V. —Hedunl Spiritualism.

I.—Ancient Historio Spiritualism. V.—Modern Spiritualiem.
II.—Christian Spiritualism. VI.—Exegetical Spiritualism.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERISM AND ELECTRICAL
PSYCHOLOGY. By De.J.B.Dops. 8s.6d. -

Bhows how to become s Mesmerist without further instruction. The best
and most popular work on the subject.

MIRAOLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By ALFRED
RB. Warrace, F.R.GS., F.Z8. COCloth, 5s. Embracing : 5

I.—An Answer to the Ammenu of Bnme. Lecky, and Others Agalnst
Mirsoles. Il.—The Bcientific Aspects of the SBupernatural, much enlarged,
and withan Appendix of Personal Evidence. IlL.—A DoMoo of Modern
Spiritualism, reprinted from the Fortwighily Review,

SPIRITUALISM AS A DESTRUOTIVE AND OONSTRUC-
TIVE SYSTEM. By John Tyerman. 6d.
Loxnpox : J. BURNS, 15, S8outhampton Row.
PHYBICAL PHENOMENA.—S8plrit-Lights and other evidences of Spirit-Power,
at an old established private Circle. Earnest lnquirersonly sdmitted on Buns:: =

at 7.30,and Tuesday and Tharsday, at 8 p.m. Mrs. Walker Medium.—4§, Ju
Street, (,ommonclll Road, E,

FUBN[SHBD Bed- 0l:odom to Let. Mr. J. Hoperoft, 140, Lancefield Btreet, Queen's

Park, Harrow R

2. each ; Double Paris 1. 8d. each,
BAOK TO THE FATKEK B HOUSE. A Pmbolh lmplnuon l’onrhn I'arts

London: E. W. Allen, 4, An Maria Lane, E.C.

" London : Printed and Published by Jaxes Bonrxs,
15, Southampton Row, High Holborn, W.C.




