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ORIGIN OF CHRISTIANITY.
EVIDENCES O f  THE EXISTENCE OF JESUS.

[Betaft Chapter I of “  Jeans, Myth, Mao, or God,” by J. M. 
Peebles.]

An angel fr&m the heaven o f the poets sang through 
the sensitive organism of T. L. Harris, in the {< Lyric 
o f the Golden A ge”  :—

41 Of late, I spent a long midsummer day 
With Tennyson. He almost felt my hand 
Upon his brow, and sensed my spirit-breath.
Wordsworth was with me, that calm, subtle mind;
We sowed within that gentle poet's brain 
Sweet thoughts, as fragrant as the new-mown hay ;
He knew not that the infidel Rousseau,
In Christ's most precious love made clean and pure,
Bent over him, and wove a coronet 
Of truth-flowers for his intellectual brow.”

Athiests, Heists—and Spiritualists, a few— feeling 
their way under an eclipse of inherited doubt, intensi
fied by churchal perversions, deny the very existence of 
Jesus o f Nazareth. The sincerity of these thinkers 
admits o f no question. They have in their ranks men 
and women of true genius, whose free thoughts shine 
conspicuous in massive folios of art, literature, and 
science. Knowledge, however, is not the synonym of 
wisdom ; nor does the sincerity o f devotees settle 
beyond dispute the truth o f any theory in philosophy 
or dogma in religion.
’ Toleration is above creeds and councils, and 

“  charity”  is more excellent than faith or hope, ac
cording to the Gentile apostle. Only the stagnant- 
sonled nail themselves to given opinions, pronouncing 
them finalities. To think— to work by precedent, be
comes mimics rather than full-grown men.

It was an exhibition of the divinity of Jesus to ex
claim, “ I  testify of myself.” It was commendable in 
Emerson to say, “ I  affirm myself; ” and equally praise
worthy in the American poet Whitman, to write, “ I  
celebrate myself '*

But did such a person actually exist? or is the whole 
“ life of Jesus ”  a myth, conceived, born, and fashioned 
by the early Church Fathers ? Witnessing, on Christ
mas last, in Rome, the Pope borne through St. Peter’s 
Church, in “  chair of state,”  upon the shoulders of 
eight men, and the multitude kneeling, falling before 
him in the attitude of worship—seeing most of the 
seven hundred bishops in attendance upon this CEcu- 

• menical Council, passing the grim image, christened

St. Peter, and kissing the brazen toe, I  inquired, in the 
silence o f meditation, Is this Christianity ? Was there a 
substance to this shadow ? Was there an original fire 
behind these incense clouds of lifeless formalities ? 
Did Jesus actually exist? and, if so, what relation did 
he bear to the finite, and to the Infinite ? Myth, man, 
or Qod?— that is the question for consideration.

Ancient cities, recently unearthed, are laying their 
treasures at the feet of modem research. The past lives 
again in the recurring cycle of the present. The old 
and the new, circled in fraternal fellowship, are enter
ing side by side into the temple o f science, to the end 
that doubtful historic problems may be solved, and the 
race better educated upon the important matters of 
duty and destiny.

Investigations and hieroglyphic readings from 
Egyptian obelisks, since the discovery of the Rossetta- 
stone, have firmly established the previously half- 
believed marvels and records of the historian Herodotus. 
Recent excavations in and around the city of Jerusalem, 
have fully confirmed some disputed points of biblical 
history in reference to the Jews. Mr. Wood’s late ex
plorations (under the auspices of the British Museum) 
m Ephesus, seat of one of the original Asian Churches, 
are bringing to light, and proving the credibility of 
many of those seemingly extravagant allusions found 
in the Roman and Grecian classics. Pompeii and 
Herculaneum, deluged in a sea of ashes and lava, and 
sealed from human sight for 1,700 years, now lay 
thousands of papyri manuscripts upon the altars of 
Italian museums for inspection and translation; and 
the long-entombed “  Palaces o f the Caesars ”  are, under 
the patronage of Napoleon III., being resurrected iu 
Rome, exhibiting ancient paintings, designs, inscrip
tions, and graffiti, in a wonderful state of preservation.

The director of the Museum in Naples, and member 
also of the Italian Parliament, after showing us the 
Pompeian papyri, and methods of unrolling and read
ing* them, mentioned a remarkable caricature of Jesus 
Christ, discovered while unearthing and removing the 
rubbish from the walls adjoining the Palaces of the 
Ca33ars, built during the close of the reign of Caius 
Julius Caesar, who was made sole Consul and Dictator 
of Rome for the third time, in the year 45 n.c.

The evidences are abundant that political and 
personal caricatures flourished to a great extent among 
the ancient Romans. To this kind of inscription archaeo
logists have given technically the Italian name of 
graffiti. These scrawling, yet speaking inscriptions



are found in considerable numbers in Herculaneum, 
Pompeii, and the late excavations in Rome. The 
erudite Thomas Wright, M. A , F.S.A., and correspond
ing member of the Imperial Institute, France, says, in 
his work on u Caricatures,’ ’ that u after the Nuceri- 
neans had been defeated in a gladiatorial exhibition, 
and their complaint had been brought before the reign
ing Emperor Nero, who gave judgment in their favour, 
the Pompeians displayed their feelings in rude drawings 
upon the walls o f the city.”  These figures, quaint and 
expressive, bfear a striking resemblance to those often 
seen in the caricaturist sheets of this country. Those 
drawn by the Pompeians, to express their contempt for 
the Nucerineans, were exceedingly grotesque and 
mirth~in9piring. Under the principal figure in the 
group is this inscription, rendered quite classical by the 
translator:—0  companions! Y ou perished in the victory 
icith the Nucerineans ! ”

This leads to the consideration of the caricature of 
Christ crucified. If Palestine had no artists, Pompeii 
and Rome had caricaturists. The teachings and reports 
o f Jesus’ mediumistic works gradually— there being 
neither telegraphic communications nor “  express mail 
trains” — reached Rome and the rural districts. After 
a time the sensation became intense. The common 
people, and the cultured even, began to give adhesion 
to his doctrines.

The Jews, remember, had charged him not only with 
Sabbath-breaking and blasphemy, but of making him
self “  equal with Q od;99 while the early Christians were 
accused by their more scholarly neighbours, the Pagans, 
of introducing into religious circles “  the worship of a 
new Qod!99 This a new god ”  was reputed to have been 
bom in a Bethlehem manger, and what was more 
ridiculous to a polished Greek, or Roman flushed with 
national pride, he rode into Jerusalem, on the great 
feast-day of the Jews, upon an ass. This is the scrip
ture record, “ Ttll ye the daughter of Zion, behold thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass."

Capital for a caricature, said the artistic irreligious 
Roman! The caricature was made and sealed in the 
ruins of Rome— as Vesuvius buried and sealed Her
culaneum and Pompeii—to be reoently discovered 
during some excavations. While in Rome lately, we
repaired, accompanied by Prince------ and Dr. F. fl. L.
Will is, of New York, to Chiriherano, a celebrated 
museum, containing a large collection o f relics, to see 
this very interesting caricature. It was important, as 
additional evidence of the existence of the ''new god99 
Jesus. The full account is given in Wright’s “  History 
of Caricature,” which we nearly follow in description.

During the extensions and alterations lately made in 
the old Palace of the Caesars, it was found necessary 
that, to give support to the structure, a portion of the 
street which had remained hidden, and virtually sealed 
since the days o f the reigning Caesars, should be un
covered and cut away. Removing the ruins and the 
rubbish, the walls were found literally covered with 
pictures, scrawls, and drawings, under and around some 
o f which were explanatory writings, similar to those 
found (and may be seen to-day) upon the walls, and in 
the deserted houses of Pompeii. The one discovered in 
the late Roman excavations, is a Pagan-inspired carica
ture upon a certain Christian, named Alexamenos, 
executed by some half-fledged artist, who evidently 
from** hearsay,”  despised the Nazarenean Syrian, and 
delighted to caricature his admirers.

In this figure we have first the cross, and then Jesus 
represented in the form of a many the arms outstretched, the 
head shaped like that of the ass, and all extended upon this 
cross. The Christian Alexamenos is sketched standing 
on one side, hands upraised in the attitude o f the worship 
o f that period. Under the mock figure is an inscription 
exhibiting little knowledge of the classics. Translated, 
a portion reads thus— “ Alexamenos worships Qod.”

A  distinguished polemic, writing near the close o f 
the second century, treats o f “  credulity ”  as related 
symbolically to the Samaritan Thartac, a god bearing

a scroll, wearing a mantle, and having the “  head o f an 
ass.”  The Samaritans and Pharisees, given to derision, 
accused the primitive followers of Jesus o f being 
a vulgar,”  of inaugurating the reign of Thartac, and by 
substituting blind faith and superstition for culture and 
science. This ancient apologist o f the second centurv, 
referring to the “  origin o f the accusations o f ^the 
Christians worshipping an ass,”  says :—

“  The oalamnie8 invented to cry down onr religion arise to 
snch an exoess of impiety, that not long ago in this oity (Borne) 
a picture ot our God was shown by a certain infamous fellow 
who got his living by exh'biting to the peorde wild beasts, and 
who showed the aforesaid picture openly to all oomers, with 
this inscription: * This is Onocrates, the God of the Christians.* ” 
—Ter. Ap., p. 71.
When these derisive and satirical scrawls were drawn, 
a degenerating Paganism was proud and popular, and 
primal Christianity, or adhesion to the teachings of the 
Galilean, a subject of more jest and contempt if possible 
than is modern Spiritualism in the social circles of a 
conservative Churchianic aristocracy.

It requires no master mind nor overplus of historic 
research to demonstrate that myths are not crude crea
tions from nothing; neither are caricaturists sufficiently 
stupid to have no substance— no shadow of a reality—  
underlying their telling drawings. Results have cor
responding causes ; old ruins*point to past civilizations. 
The existence o f millions o f Mahommedans without a 
Mahomet, or of a Socratic school of thinkers without a 
Socrates, would be quite as tenable as that position 
which, though admitting a Christianity (true or false), 
denies the very existence of a founder, aflame with 
great central ideas as the culminating forces of the 
ages.

The testimony of the celebrated Tacitus upon the 
events connected with his time is exceedingly import
ant, especially as relating to Christianity and the exist
ence of Jesus. This historian, born a .d . 62, flourished 
and wrote in the first century of the Christian era. His 
Annals, commencing with Tiberius and terminating with 
the death of Nero, in connection with his vivid sketches 
of Rome, from the time of the Emperor Galba to the 
death o f Domitian, give an account o f Christ and 
the Christians. After Pompeii, along whose quaint 
unearthed streets we recently strolled, had become 
thoroughly Romanised in the time o f Jesus’s advent, 
the wealthier classes, as mentioned by both Cicero 
and Tacitus, procured large landed estates in the 
vicinity. The doomed city was also favoured by the 
Emperors. Tacitus, speaking o f this and the beauty 
of the villas, records in his Annals a serious conflict oc
curring in the amphitheatre, a .d . 59, between the Pom
peiians and the neighbouring Nucerines, in consequence 
>f which the former were prohibited from performing 
theatrical pieces for a period o f ten years. Now, as 
none disputes the testimony o f Tacitus upon the matter 
of this conflict in the theatre, why should they the 
following from the same historian

* “  They {these Christians) had their denomination from  
Christusy who, in the reign o f Tiberius, was put to death as 
a criminal by the Procurator Pontius Pilate. This super- ■ 
stition was thus for a while repressedy only to break out 
afreshy not merely throughout Judeat where the evil 
originated, but throughout Rome also7 where things atrocious 
and disgraceful congregate and find many patrons99—  
Tacitus' Ann.y lib. xv., «. 44.

The evidence o f the scholarly Pliny, the younger, 
>orn a .d . 61, and celebrated no less for his eloquence . 
than the civil offices he held in the Roman Govern
ment, must ever carry great weight of conviction, 
>ecau8e exceedingly clear and definite. Pliny, the 

mend o f Tacitus, sent with proconsular powers by the 
Emperor Trajan into the provinces o f Pontus and Bith- 
ynia, found there large numbers o f Christians— be- 
ievers in the Galilean Jesus— charged with infatuation 

and criminal offences. Hesitating as to the best method 
of procedure, he addressed a letter to the reigning 
Emperor, commencing;— “ Pliny, to the JSmperor.Trcyan,



toisheth health and happiness” This justly celebrated 
letter is too long to quote in full. Suffice it, that 
after informing Trajan that he had “ not been pre
sent at any of the trials o f the Christians,”  that he had 
u been perplexed to determine whether there ought to 
be any difference made in the punishment on account 
of their age,”  whether u the name itself, although no 
crimes were detected, ought to be punished; ”  he 
asked special advice concerning those who “ had been 
Christians, but had left them— some three years before, 
some longer, and one or more twenty years ”  previous. 
Pliny further writes:—

“  I  prohibited assemblies. . . . fo r  many o f all ages,
and every rank o f both sexes likewise are accused, and will 
be accused. Nor has the contagion o f this superstition 
seized cities only, but the lesser towns also and the districts 
o f the open country. Nevertheless it seems to me that it 
may be restrained and corrected ” The worst that can be 
proved against these Christians is that “ they habitually 
meet together on a certain day, before dawn, to sing a hymn 
to Christ as God, and to bind themselves by an oath (sacra- 
mento), not to the perpetration o f any evil, but to avoid the 
guilt o f theft, robbery, and adultery, and never to break their 
word or refuse the rendering back o f that which has been 
entrusted to their care”— Pliny's Letters, x., 97.

In further corroboration o f the proofs of the exist
ence o f Jesus Christ and his admiring followers m this
K riod of the world, the striking testimony of Suetonius, 

m  in the beginning of the reign of the Emperor 
Vespasian ( a .d . 69), may very appropriately be adduced.

Remember that Suetonius was contemporary with 
Tacitus, secretary o f the Emperor Hadrian, and author, 
among other important works, of the “  Lives of the 
Twelve Cossars” still extant. The sceptical Gibbon 
characterises him by the epithets, “  the accurate and 
the diligent.”  And yet this “  diligent ”  and “  accu
rate ”  Suetonius most positively affirms the existence of 
those “  Christians ”  who, according to Tacitus and that 
learned work by contemporary Jews—the Toldoth Jesu,* 
originated from one “  Christus ”  in Judea. Writing 
an elaborate history of Nero, who took his own life, 
A.D. 68, Suetonius says— “ Punishments were inflicted up
on the Christians, a set of men attached to a new and mis
chievous superstition— Suetonius’ Life of Nero% c. 16.

The clear-headed, deistical Gibbon, in his Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire fvol. ii., p. 407), highly com
mends the integrity of Tacitus, and speaks in great 
commendation of the accuracy of Suetonius, adding, 
“  the reputation o f Tacitus would guard his text against 
interpolations.”

There was no dispute for some hundreds of years 
after the Christian era, about the existence of Jesus or 
the origin of churchial Christianity. It was admitted 
on all hands, and more especially by men of erudition, 
to have risen in Judea during the reign of Tiberius. 
The satirical Celsue,f who lived before or about the

* Tol. Jesn, chap. i. ii.
f  This Celsus, who flourished in the time of the Emperor 

Hadrian, was, if Or gen may be credited, an Epicurean philo
sopher. Personifying a Jew in his work against the Christians, 
be makes him say to Christ— “ When you were washed by 
John, yon say that the spectre of a bird flew to you f»om the 
air. Bnt what witness worthy of belief saw this spectre? or 
who heard a voice from heaven adopting you for a sou of God, 
except yonrself and some of yeur associates ? . . . What 
occasion was there, while you 'were yet an infant, that you 
should be brought to Egypt, in order that you might nst be 
slain ? For it was not fit that a God should be afraid of death.
Bat an angel came from heaven, ordering you and your asso
ciates to fly, lest, being taken, yon should be pat to death. 
« . . .  Let ns grant tbat these wonders were performed by 
y o u ; bnt they are common with the works of enchanters, who 
promise to effect more wonderful deeds than thqse, and asol 
by those who have been taught by the Egyptians to perform 
in the middle of the for am for a'few oboli; such as expelling 
demoas from men, dissipating diseases by a puff, evoking the

• seals heroes,” etc. Oelsus further says—“ The Christians 
and Jews most stnpidly contend with each ot er, and this con
troversy of theirs about Christ differs in nothing from * the 
proverb about the contention for the shadow of an asq.”-~Apu]. 
0Mi Mb. met. 1 u .

middle of the second century, wrote a famous work 
against Christianity. Origen, a long time after, reviewed 
it. In this noted work o f Celsus, after repeating the 
Jewish calumnies against Jesus and the “ Virgin Mary,”  
he proceeds to declare his intention of confining him
self henceforward to the “  Christians’ own books— the 
books of the disciples of Jesus” The learned Origen, in 
reply, states that Celsus “  had long been dead,”  and 
places him in the time o f Hadrian ( a .d . 138).

Valentinus came from Egypt to Rome a little previous 
to a . d . 140. He was an iconoclast, and in some res
pects advocated an outrageous system. Still be ad
mitted the existence of Jesus, and seemed to rely with
out reserve upon passages quoted from the Synoptic 
Gospels, and also from St. John’s. Ptolemy and Hera- 
cleon were his two most distinguished disciples. 
Through Origen we have a few fragments of their 
writings.

Among the sceptical teachers of this period was 
Basilides, who must be assigned to an earlier period than 
Valentinus. Classical authors, as well as Eusebius, 
place him between the years a .d . 117 and a .d . 137. 
Agrippa Castor was his great antagonist. At one time 
he professed to be a Christian, and to have received 
his secret doctrines from Matthias, the one chosen to 
supply the place o f Judas. But Christian or anti- 
christian—sceptical and heretical as he was always 
considered,— he freely acknowledged the existence o f 
Jesus, and quoted from the Gospel of John.

Marcion, who came earlier than a .d . 148, from 
Siuope, on the Black Sea, to Rome, cherished such 
violent prejudices against Judaism and the accepted 
Christianity o f that period, that he utterly rejected 
several books now in the New Testament, and is 
accused of mutilating and altering others. Though 
denunciatory in style, he confessed that Jesus’ life was 
not only actual, but beautiful and divine. The 
Christian father, Tertullian, wrote a treatise against 
Marcion.

Let it be carefully noted, therefore, that Jews, 
Greeks* * and Romans—Celsus the sarcastic, and Por
phyry* the classical, Hierocles, Valentinus, and others, 
during the first half of the second, or the last half o f 
the first century, opposing or writing against, and all as 
anxious to overthrow Christianity as are orthodox 
Sectarists to demolish the citadel o f Spiritualism, never, 
never, so far as we are aware, denied in a single instance 
the existence of Jesus of Nazareth, nor of Christianity’s 
originating in Judea, under the procuratorship of Pon
tius Pilate. Celsus is definite upou this point. He 
not only refers the rise of Christianity to the province 
of Jude*, but be speaks of Jesus as “ the roan o f 
Nazareth wbo had existed not long before his time,”  
which was a .d . 138.

Julian, at one time Governor of Gaul, and afterwards 
Emperor o f Rome, died on the 26th of June, a . d . 363, 
in consequence of a wound received from a Persian 
javelin, while leading the Roman legions to battle. 
Julian’s early education was entrusted to the care of 
Eusebius, Bishop of Nicomedia. Later, his tutor in 
Greek literature was Mardonius, a learned Christian 
eunuch. When fourteen, he was sent with his brother 
Gallus to Cappadocia, where while listening to dis
courses upon history, they were ’taught also the Scrip
tures, ana even ordained lecturers. It was the inten
tion of Constantins to make Julian a priest. To this 
end, after being ordained as a lecturer, he publicly read 
the Scriptural books in the church of Nicomedia. Pur
suing his studies for some years in Constantinople, and 
afterwards going to classic Athens to finish them, he 
formed the acquaintance of Libanius, an accomplished 
orator; and further came into literary fellowship with 
several of the Platonic philosophers.

* Porphyry was familiarly denominated the “  the old man of 
Tyre.” He was scholarly in his habits and fatherly in bis nature. 
The book he wrote against the Christians was publicly burned 
by the order of the Emperor Constantino,—Vide Fabric. Bib. 
Gr»o., Tom, vii., p. 313. , ' ’



After more critically examining and comparing the 
■ two religions— the Pagan and the Christian— with the 

wonders, marvels, and moral tendencies claimed for 
each, he accepted the Pagan as vthe more scholarly, 
catholic, and divine. From this time the bigoted 
Church Fathers termed him the u Apostate.”  Upon 
assuming the purple and ascending the throne, he 
openly professed the old religion of Rome, issued an 
edict of universal toleration, and endeavoured to correct 

revious governmental abuses. Christians complained 
ecause he demanded that those who had ruthlessly 

torn down heathen temples should rebuild them. This 
was the period of struggle in Rome and the East 
between the old and the new in religion. The fierce 
invectives of Gregory and Jerome are unworthy of 
notice; yet judged by the narrative of Ammianus, by 
bis contemporary the eloquent Libanius and by his own 
works, Julian must have been a man of amiable moral 
qualities and brilliant mental attainments. Church op
ponents even admitted the purity of his morals and the 
rigid austerity of his life.

Julian wrote several books against Christ and the 
Christians. Some of these Cyril attempted to refute. 
The Emperor’s style, though classic, was sometimes 
severe. After penning pointed words against Jesus and 
John (see Hier., Epist. 83, b. 8), he says— “  These 
things, therefore, we shall shortly discuss, when we 
come particularly to consider the monstrous deeds and 
fraudulent machinations of the Evangeli8ts.,, Though 
living in the very blaze of Roman civilization and 
oratory, the Emperor Julian frankly admitted the exist
ence of Jesus, and the genuine goodness o f his life. 
And yet he insisted, that his marvellous works were 
equalled, if  not excelled, by Egyptian wonder-workers 
and Grecian thaumaturgists, and that his admiring dis
ciples hurtfuliy magnified his virtues. In Libanius’s 
admirable funeral oration upon Julian’s life and death 
this remarkable passage occurs—*4 But when the winter 
had extended the nights, Julian, besides many other beau
tiful works, attacked the books which make a man o f 
Palestine to be a god, and the S on .of God. . • . 
In a long contest and with strenuous arguments in the 
execution o f this work, he appears to have excelled the 
Tyrian old man.”

The Mahommedan Ravzat el Saffa, famous as scholar 
and historian, writing an elaborate history of the world, 
in Arabic, near the close of the sixth century, not only 
mentions Jesus and the wonderful works ascribed to 
him, wrought in Syria, but considers him to have been 
the “  intermediate prophet,” between Abraham and 
Mahomet. Does some carping iconoclast say there 
have been “  handed down to us no documents written 
by Jesus and the apostles?”  Granted: and what of 
itP Manuscript-writing was the missioned work of 
scribes— not masters— in the Nazarene’s time. Further, 
no original documents in the hand-writings of Zoroaster, 
Lycurgus, Pythagoras, Socrates, or John the Baptist 
have reached us through the past periods. Is it wisdom, 
in consequence of this, to deny the existence of these 
moral teachers P

It may not be inappropriate to state that those— 
especially American Spiritualists— denying the fact of 
Jesus’s existence, base their opinions principally upon 
the mingled facts and fancies recorded in Robert Tay
lor’s Diagoesis. To flippant talkers he is quite as autho
ritative as Swedenborg to New Churchmen, or the old 
Latin Fathers to Catholic Christians. While none 
would dispute Mr. Taylor’s excellent scholarship, it is 
plainly discernible that his imagination, irony, and pre
judice often prevailed over his better judgment. His 
classical references, frequently one-sided, indicate more 
o f a purpose to secure some strategetic point than to 
elicit truth. Ilia exaggerations admit of no apology. 
In the effort to show the similarity between Christianity 
and the tragedy o f Prometheus, he says— “ Prometheus 
was crucified on Mount Caucasus—not on Mount 
Calvary ”— when the fact is, Prometheus was not

crucified at all. This is the passage from Schutz’s 
JEsihylus describing the punishment:—

44 Thee, with indissoluble chains, perforce,
Must I now rivet to this savage rock ! ”

Taylor further affirms that Prometheus, “ to rescue 
men from eternal death, ventured to expose himself to 
the wrath of the Almighty Father.”  This is not only 
incorrect or purely imaginitive on the part o f Mr. Tay
lor, the translator, but what is more unjustifiable, he 
avails himself of that ambiguity so often connected with 
the word death. Here is the true version of JSschylus: —

44 For unhappy mortal*
Had no regard, and all the present race
Willed to extirpate, and to form anew.”

His ti^mstation— Theophrastus on Superstition—contained 
so many inaccuracies and wilful deviations from the 
text, that many of his sceptical friends reproved him, 
and others entirely forsook him. Reviewing and re
gretting his course, he set his face churchward again in
the latter years o f his life in France. Mr. W-------•, an
English gentleman of erudition, occupying socially and 
professionally much the same position among Spiritualists 
m London that Judge Edmonds does in New York, 
recently referred us to the place where Mr. Taylor 
occasionally addressed the people, informed us why ho 
was t{ arrested,”  and, further, furnished us with some of 
the reasons why he repented his sweeping course and 
fruitless efforts to prove the non-existence o f Jesus 
Christ, with the ulterior purpose of overthrowing the 
Christian religion.

Failing to discriminate between religion as a natural 
sentiment, religion as an elemental principle o f the 
human soul, and the perversions o f religion in the name 
o f Christianity, bis labours proved utterly ineffective. 
That he sought in his last years to gain the confidence 
o f the Christian Church is, so far as we are aware, 
universally conceded. Accordingly, the little prestige: 
he once had faded from the mental horizon previous to 
his death. None acquainted with his history now 
quote him as authority. English sceptics long ago 
removed his candlestick from the altar in their temples; 
and yet he continues to be the text-book of certain 
American Spiritualists. These, quoting him authorita
tively, usually conclude with the flourish— “  Well, 
Josephus the nistorian and contemporary of the public 
ministry of Jesus did not mention him.”  Such blunders 
are quite unpardonable. Josephus was not born till 
sixteen years after the crucifixion of Jesus. His first 
work was not published till seventy-six years after, and 
hissecond not till ninety-three years after Christ. Bear 
in mind, then, that Josephus, who wrote more iu the 
interest o f the Romans than the Jews, was not the 
conteihporary of the Nazarene. As to his famous 
passage concerning Jesus, some pronounce it a forgery, 
others, and more learned, genuine. The present ten
dency of classical critics, even in sceptical Germany, is 
to the effect that it is authentic. Ernest Renan, 
denominated alternately 4<Unitarian”  and “ Infidel,”  
yet doubtless the most competent Semitic scholar in the 
world, contends for its genuineness. After speaking 
of the Gospels as “ legendary biographies,”  written 
neither “ after the manner of Suetonius, nor in the 
style of Philostratus,”  and the “ crowd of scattered data 
respecting Jesus and the tjme in which he lived,”  he 
says:—

44 JSsephus’s short notices of Jesus, of John the Baptist, of 
Judas the Gaulonite, are dry and colourless. We feel that he 
seeks to present these movements, so profoundly Jewish in 
ohar&cter and spirit, under a form which would be intelligible 
to Greeks and Homans. I believe the passage respecting* 
Jesus to be authentic. It is perfectly in the style of Josephus ; 
and if this historian has made mention of Jesus, it is thus that 
he must have spoken of him.”

It matters little to our present purpose whether the 
passage in this Jewish history relating to Jesus be • 
genuine or not, inasmuch as it is certain that in about 
fifteen years after Josephus’s birth there appeared upon 
the stage Suetonius, Tacitus, Pliny, ana others who



wrote of either Jesus Christ or the Christians. Grant
ing— which, however, we do not— that Josephus does 
not mention Jesus Christ, he does mention John the 
Baptist (Antig, Jud, lib. i., c. 5, 6), and this John the 
Baptist, connected with a prior phase o f Christian or 
Nazarenean teachings, pointed to Jesus as one whose 
<l shoes he was not worthy to unloose,”  and who should 
baptize believers with the “ Holy Ghost, and with 
fire ” — that is, with or into a most searching, purifying 
spiritual influence.

Modern Spiritualism, duly celebrating its twenty-first 
birthday, is pointing towards thirty years of existence 
in America, since the “ Rochester manifestations ; ”  but 
what Josepnus—what accredited American or European 
historian has even mentioned by name those early 
heralds of this spiritual dispensation, so musical with 
the love-ministries o f angels P

“  Aaron Knight,”  the controlling intelligence of Dr. 
E. C. Dunn, connected with aband of ancient and highly- 
exalted spirits, one of which he denominates an il angel,”  
informs us that he has seen Jesus in the heavenly 
world companioned with Confucius, Pythagoras, Plato, 
and other holy intelligences, who shone in the twilight 
of their earlier ages, and whose names grace the page 
of history. Other— many other— spirits testify to the 
same.

A. J. Davis, not given to dealing with non-existences, 
was sufficiently intuitive, clairvoyant, and wise to give 
Jesus, in his Pantheon of Progress (Harmonia, vol. v.), 
a commanding position. Here we might rest the case. 
The proofs adduced showing the actual existence o f 
Jesus are passages and references drawn, not from 
Christian authors or churchal historians, but from un
willing witnesses and sources denominated Pagan”  
and a Infidel.”  This in the estimation of sceptics, 
whose good we seek, must necessarily add to the force 
of the evidences. If the testimony o f  Tacitus, Pliny, 
and others required strengthening, we might marshal a 
host of later authors— Pythagoric, Platonian, and 
Christian— such as Ammonias Hippolitus, Partuensis, 
Pant89nu8, Melito, Higgesippus, Tatian, Athensgoras, 
Pamphilus of Ca33area, whose private library before or 
since has hardly been equalled, and others o f the first 
centuries after the crucifixion.

Gifted with genius, ability, and fair self-assurance, 
friend E. S. Wheeler,, connected editorially with the 
American Spiritualist, writing of the “  Seers of the Ages,”  
“  Men and Myths,”  &c., says :—

“  According to Pytheas, Inchofer, Manda, and present ap
pearances, we must acknowledge not only the impersonality 
cf Jesus, but also the non-existence of his prototype. Very 
good ! for thus we are carried past Christina—past the Budd
has—past all the breed of * Redeemers,1 4 Saviours,1 4 Sons of 
God,1 and other humbugp, until we reach the centre of the 
lodge, inside the temple. We should have been better satis
fied were 1he assumed Jesus taken from the position of a myth 
and made positive as a veritable man. This was not attempted. 
Fundamentally our criticism upon the 4 Pastophora ’ involved 
the discrimination, that as a historian, Mr. Peebles had been 
uneven and unreliable ; inasmuch as he gave undue promin
ence to the assumed history of Jesus, without attempting to 
4 prove1 even his existence.11 *

The attempt,”  under difficulties of travel and distance 
from the familiar face of our library, has been made in 
1 lie foregoing p.iges. These evidences, selected from 
impartial and generally anti-christian historians, em
body some o f the reasons for our belief in the existence 
o f  Jesus. Are they not sufficient to confirm, or esta
blish, a reasonable belief in all well-balanced minds ?

In the effort to negate them, Mr. Wheeler, taking the 
position be does, that Jesus Christ was only a “  myth,”  
or one o f the “  breed of the sons of God,”  will of course 
attempt—

1. T o  account philosophically for the foundation, of that 
“  myth.11

2. T o show how that force in the world (good or ill) called 
Christianity, bom of nothing, or originating without the
“  filmy shadow ” of a founder, could have produced such
striking results.

3. H e will be kind enough to show that those weird draw
ings caricaturing the Nucerineans and Jesus upon the cross, 
with the worshipping Alexamenos and the ancient Greek 
inscriptions, are all modern inventions.

4. Overthrowing the Hebrew Toldoth Jesu, the sole aim 
of which was to deride and defame Jesu3 (a “  myth,” or 
mythical nonentity), ho will perhaps hurl the destructive 
shaft of annihilation at the writings of the erudite Philo.

5. He will convict the Arabian historian Ravzat el Saffa, 
who despised Jesus and the Christianity of the centuries, of 
helping to make a manufactured “  myth ” a reality, perpetua
ting it through all time.

6. H e will set the late German critics, and more especially 
the scholastic Renan, right about the celebrated passage in 
Josephus, that expressly speaks of Jesus, as well as John tlio 
Baptist

7. Showing the falsity of Suetonius1 testimony with G ib
bon's emphatic endorsement of his historic “ accuracy,” he 
will proceed to demolish the Roman historian Tacitus, who 
pointedly says the Christians had their origin from 41 Christus 
in the reign o f Tiberius .”

8. H e will sternly reprove the Emperor Julian for writing * 
largely against Jesus and Christianity, and the Pagan Liba- 
nius for unwisely admitting in his oration that the Christians 
“ made a man of Palestine a G o d ; ” when, with wordy as
sumptions, they might have ended the matter at once by 
denying the very existence of Jesus.

9. Impeaching that distinguished writer, Pliny the 
younger, and snubbing the spirits for testifying to having 
seen the ascended Nazarene in the higher kingdoms of God, 
he may delicately hint to the seer, A . J. Davis, the folly of 
lumbering a living Pantheon of Progress with a “  mythic ” 
nonentity.

Surely, to speak with a breath, or write with a dash of the 
pen, a Socrates or a Jesus, a Paracelsus ora venerable grand
parent out of existence, because, forsooth, we did not happen 
to have been present at their birth, or because they made 
their dibut before our memorable era, is in good keeping with 
neither reformer nor philosopher.

A . J. Davis, never accused of so much as leaning towards 
Christianity, .had the clearness and good practical foresight to 
give Jesus a distinguished position in his Pantheon of inspired 
teachers. Treating of the central thoughts of the Nazarene 
in the fifth volume of the Harmoniaf he writes in this 
manner :— “ Jesus, like every other fully-inspired spirit, put 
personality into his religious compound. His charity was 
transparent, comprehensible, undeniable, qnd over-mastering.
. . . . Jesus did not differ much from the wise and
harmonious Essenes in his bye-laws and spiritual precepts.” .

W hile Mr. Wheeler denies the existence of Jesus, he 
affirms in the most unequivocal manner that Pythagoras was 
a 44 sublime man— a grand historical character.” In proof of 
this position the testimony of Rev. J. 0 .  Barrett and ourself, 
with references, is offered. Admirable this as a stroke of 
policy— nothing more.

Supposing I had adduced the testimony of two orthodox 
clergymen, with a few extracts from the Christian fathers, 1n 
demonstration of Jesus' existence, would it not have been 
considered a magnificent exhibition of pitiable weakness ? No, 
no,— our friend, ever heavily shotted for battle, must not be 
let off so easy. The place of Phythagoras’ birth remains un
settled. Hardly a half-dozen men of research agree as to the 
time of his advent; while others, noted for erudition in the 
direction of antiquity, have denied the personal existence of 
this Samian altogether. Historic and incontrovertible evid
ences, therefore, are called for, settling the time, place of birth, 
and existence even of this 44 sublime man,” of whom, accord
ing to Mr. Wheeler, Jesus was only the 41 pale, filmy shadow,” 
The proofs, to be satisfactory, must be selected not from 
ardent admirers, of whom wc are one, nor from modern 

! writers prejudiced in favour of Grecian assumption, but from 
the contemporary enemies and haters of the Pythagoric school 
of thinkers.

Right here, we must introduce to our critic the Teutonic 
Zimmermann, who, with others of that class, persist in reduc
ing nearly all the great historic lights of India, Egypt, Judea, 
Syria, and Greece, to myths or poetic imagery. Smiling, he 
would probably say, 44 Friend Wheeler, before writing further 
of that 4 thin, filmy shadow,' prove the existence of your 
substance— Pythagoras ! ”

Given by temperament and organization to belief and trust, 
and admiring in our soul's depths both of those noble person- 

1 ages, Pythagoras and Jesus, I  take heartfelt pleasure in re



saying, that if poesy needed a Homer— sculpture a Phidias—  
jurisprudence a Lycurgus— morals a Confucius— philosophy a 
Plato— and oratory a Demosthenes— the Israelitish nation, 
given to contemplation, required just such an intuitive, lov
ing, self-sacrificing character as Jesus of Nazareth, the central 
personage of the Gospels.

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.
“ T H E  R E V . ROBERT T A Y L O R ” IN TRODUCED, 

W H O  IS  TO G IV E  A  SERIES OF CONTROLS.
A  C o n t r o l  b y  “ A m m onius S a c c a s .”

Recorded by A . T . T . P., January 23, 1884.
[The Medium, who in trance dictates these communications, 

is an uneducated working man.]
The Sensitive, when he came, said he heard a great deal 

of talking, and he heard the name of a man who had been 
long imprisoned and heavily fined for blasphemy.

Recollecting the trial of Carlyle, the bookseller, in Fleet 
Street, I  mentioned his name. The Sensitive said :—

No, not Oarlyle.
I  then mentioned Robert Taylor, who was called the 

“ Devil’s Chaplain,”  and I  said that must be fifty-six years 
ago. He recognised the name, and immediately went under 
control of “  Ammonius Saccas,” who said :—

Not fifty-six but fifty-tbree years ago ; it was in 1831. We 
bad a visitor last night in your little room, one from the astro
nomical sphere; one to whom a little knowledge spiritually 
had proved a dangerous thing. I am referring to the Rev. 
Robert Taylor, Bachelor of Arts, who filled, in the minds of 
orthodox divines, that position which you have named, and 
which was an established offioe in the early days of the Chris
tian Church: namely, the “ Devil’s Chaplain.” There was 
always in the early days of the Church a devil’s chaplain ; one 
whose offioe it was to point out the misdeeds of the man who 
was endeavouring to obtain an entry into the priesthood, and 
who attended every ordination to try to prove the misdeeds of 
his pa*t life, the better to choose a man uncontaminated and fit 
for the ministry. Such rigid examinations into a man’s past, 
when applying for the offioe of priest, was soon found extreme
ly inconvenient to the applicants. The early fathers might 
have come out of the examination in a tolerably creditable 
manner, but, alas, for their successors in after generations. 
Their past lives would bear no such scrutiny, and so the office 
of Devil’s Chaplain was abolished, until the early part of this 
the nineteenth century, this century of great ohanges, a man, 
coming from the vpry heart of orthodoxy, was unanimously 
elected by his incensed brother Christian divines to the offioe of 
His Royal Highness the Devil’s Chaplain.

This chaplain of' the great Christian Bogie, or rather the 
great Bogie of the Christians, preached from a devil’s pulpit, 
situated in the Black friars Road, on the Surrey side of your 
River, at a place called the Rotunda, which, until his advent, 
bad been used as a sort of Free-thought Hall, which had been 
honoured by the oratory of men who preached liberty and bro
therhood. After the decease of the Rev. Robert Taylor, the 
orthodox divines tried not only to damn his teaching, but also 
resolved that the place itself should be degraded, and become 
infamous. Turning it into a resort for the idle and dissolute ; 
not even giving it the name of a legalized play-house, but re
fusing it the authority of the law, and for many successive 
years it became what is known amongst the lower orders as a 
“  Gaff ” of the lowest description, so that not only his teachings 
were held in bitter derision, but the place, that had been sanc
tified by many of bis words of wisdom and truth, was, by their 
malice, ohanged into a Hell lower than their imagination could 
conceive.

I tell you, dear Recorder, that a little knowledge spiritually 
is a dangerous matter, and yet how earnestly some men pray 
for spiritual knowledge. There is a time and a season for all 
things. It was neither time nor season for the Rev. Robert 
Taylor to receive spiritual knowledge. Some men are of a 
calm and passionless nature, whereas his was a nature sensi
tive to the greatest degree. He prayed for spiritual know
ledge with all the earnestness of his soul, and through intuition 
and by means of clairaudience he became aware of this truth, 
that if he received it, it would be like the waving of a magi
cian’s wand: things would then be viewed in a different light; 
his duties would be differently considered. He was a priest of 
an Established Ohurch, whose doctrine, resting on alleged in
fallibility, was what was expected to be his teaching; and if 
he received spiritual knowledge, his intellectual gifts, his 
moral perceptions would become the anguish of his daily life, 
i f  he continued in his ministry. He was reminded of his col
lege fame; of the nights and days of earnest and weary study; 
of his ministerial fame already overshadowing the sober repu
tations of his fellow divines. He was Advised not to awaken 
the emotions of his shrewd, hard, iron understanding. The

time was not ripe to have suoh faculties, as these elaborated 
and etherealizod by spiritual communications. His lips already 
had gained for him spiritual surroundings with all their hopes 
of immortality still abiding with them. If he would wander 
into higher paths of truth, then voioes would come down; those 
who were afar would be drawn nearer ; those who were indis
tinct would become clear, and the light of spiritual truth 
would proclaim herself. He would have to climb the high 
mountain-peak of earthly faith, and receive the substantial 
earthly reward of earthly sanctity; but if he would still per
sist, then he would find that truth will keep him down, even 
on the level with the lowest on earth ; but even if the lowest 
of earth would deem it degradation to listen to his words, yet 
should angels listen to him, and angels answer him. Angels be
longing to the Brotherhood of Humanity, his heart vibrating 
unseen with theirs, if he accept truth. And if he should accept 
truth, then truth shall send him a crop of pain. Through tens 
of thousands of hearts his persuasive eloquence shall be the 
foundation on which should be built a greater change than ever 
has befallen humanity in the past. The voice further said:—

“  They look on you now as a mouthpiece of heaven’s messen
gers of wisdom and love. Your congregation thinks, that the 
ground on which you walk is sanctified. Old and young would 
wish to be buried and lay their bones side by side with youra, 
so that they might be the first with you on that great day o f 
universal ascension. But if you adore the truth, all things 
else are but shadows The truth, you know, lasteth for ever. If, 
then, you are still decided on truth, 1 ,4 Busiris, the Ancient of 
Days,’ have warned you ; warned you with more than a father’s 
parental love. You know not now spiritual truth. Beware, 
lest knowing it, you become a liar and a hypocrite.”

So spake “  Busiris ” to him ; yet would he know at all risks, 
making gttod the words which I have spoken, that often a little 
knowledge spiritually is a dangerous matter.

The voioes asked him :—“  On what subject he would like to 
be enlightened ? ” And he answered: “  Let the theme be o f 
Christianity,” and he was answered by a series of spiritual lec
tures, delivered to him clairaudiently, from which, after many 
sorrowfal heart-searchings, he preached. These lectures were 
named “  Mythology : Mythology as the source of Christianity, 
as proved by the science of Astronomy, through past ages.” He 
received truth, as all men receive it, in fear and trembling. 
Oh, dear Recorder, when a solemn voice speaks through sur
rounding spaoe, the oironmstance itself stirs the immortal soul: 
but when it speaks in unmistakable language the words o f 
truth, whioh bring sure conviction, the appealing power is felt 
in the deepest intensity. So it was with the Rov. R >bert Tay
lor. He became, instead of a contented orthodox minister, 
loving and beloved, the dimmest of all shadows in tho black 
garments of earth’s priesthood: turning heavenward; hold
ing communion, yet acting a He before the Most High Omni
science ot God. He, whom the people looked on as clothed 
with the sanctity of an Enoch ; he, whose footsteps lighted with 
brilliant aura the earth track of all be loved; he, who breathed 
the dying prayer over his parting parishioners; he, so revered 
and trusted, was living a life that was both a pollution and a 
lie. Oh ! the agony of that heart-searching. He knew he did 
not believe in what he taught; he knew that he was drawing 
the wrath of God by teaching humanity a lie. He would clear 
his throat with a preparatory “  ahem,” to tell his listeners that 
there was no vicarious atonement; no shedding of blood, and 
no salvation outside of self-hood. But oould he see the change 
in these faces; could he bear for them to start up from their 
seats, and tear him out of the pulpit which he had defiled ? 
Yet he loved the truth; he loved not a lie. He was punishing 
himself, and bearing a keener anguish than if he had scourged 
himself, until the scourge dropped with his blood.

There are low spirits ; there are spirits who delighted in his 
anguish, as there are bad men on earth. Spirits who grinned 
at, and mocked him during these straggles, whilst his sur
roundings ascended sorrow-ladened into higher and more 
ethereal spheres: and then came his friends and companions 
who had passed away in the days of his youth, standing in 
shape before him. His white-bearded father, with an ortho
dox Christian frown on his furrowed face ; and then came his 
mother; both father and mother remembered the struggle they 
had endured to give him his college career; yet in those days 
of his anguish even his mother appeared and turned her bead 
away from her son. Methinks she might have thrown a pity
ing glanoe on her son.

There is unspeakable misery in a false life : He will tell you 
this when he controls. To the untrue man the whole world is 
false, and will impalp&bly shrink to nothing in his grasp. The 
only thing that is real is the soul’s anguish ; there is nothing 
else real.

Then came his first sermon, deeply tinged with nnorthodox 
views, and with it the surprise and consternation of his flook: 
his arraignment before tho Bishop of his Diocese, who tried to 
pooh-pooh away his scruples, and who did seriously convinoe 
him, that it was necessary for him to earn his bread before he 
oould eat it, and said:—“  As expiation will be necessary, for 
the complaints against you have been most urgent, you will be 
dismissed from your Curacy, until this escapade has been for
gotten, and I will not forget you after the needed time has 
passed. I  will find a vacant living for you ” (that I believe
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is the term for preferment in the churoh), as he had to go 
through this expiatory term of penitence.

0  God ! what perfection of mockery : a soul trifling with 
itself. It was a mockery at which spirits blushed and wept, 
and bad spirits rejoiced and jeered: a mockery born of cowar
dice. Truth is for the iron-nerved. He had been told this, 
he had been warned, and had aooepted the choice to endure it. 
He shrieked aloud in his anguish, yet bread was necessary for 
him. He must live; so this expiatory term went on, but there 
came no notice of any vaoant living. So the journey is taken 
again by him to the Bishop of the Diocese, to know the reason. 
Then the mask is thrown on one side. The ill-clad, half- 
starved suppliant is less dangerous to Orthodoxy, than a 
favoured minister in the full zenith of popularity, who has un
fortunate scruples; and the Bishop felt that the position was 
greatly changed. The first position demanded a given pro
mise and certainty with the intention of keeping i t ; the 
second position wore an entirely different aspect.

The man had evidently not got rid of his scruples, although 
bis lips answered to the Articles of the Ohurcb, and gave ad
herence to the Christian Creed, yet his heart gave back again 
the indignant lie. This could be seen in his inspired face, ex
pressive of soul. It was sadly paler, pitifully emaciated, but 
truthful in every line; and the unbidden protest of the soul 
took that form : “  I  must have bread to eat.” But the worldly 
Bishop did not recognise this necessity. The worldly Bishop 
remembered his persuasive eloquence of old, in the days of his 
prosperity, and he was not going to give him a chance to re
peat it. His plaoe in the future was to be in the back ground, 
far back, and so he told him, and there was one more aching 
heart added to the great number existing amongst men.

Well, Will has a short journey on earth. It is well to live 
out life for truth. After this commenced the preaching of some 
of the most remarkable lectures that had ever fallen from the 
lips of men, respecting Mythology, the foundation of Christi
anity, and which he intends renewing through this Sensitive, 
aud which he prays you patiently to record. He says, that 
the subject matter may border on what may be deemed by 
thousands coarse and ridiculous; but he considers that ridioule 
is a legitimate weapon wherewith to combat hypocrisy and lies. 
At the same time some of his controls (that is, if he exerts the 
same power that he exerted last night) will be wise, and 
breathe a high and holy, God-loving spirit.

Last night inspiration seemed to breathe through his lips ; 
seemed to descend on him, and possess him. His theme was 
*• The Relation of God to Humanity.” Had you heard him 
foretell the high and glorious destiny of newly-formed human
ity, you wenld have thought that the wisdom of all the pro
phets of the Hebrews was speaking through him. His transit
ory stay with us, was as if it were an angel in our midst. It 
was a visit full of triumph ; in such a mood he claimed from 
us the proudest eminence of superiority possessing the gift of 
intellect; rich in angelic love, with such a pervading elo
quence that I had never heard equalled. It is only when he 
descends into ridicule, that the spirit of soul-bitterness betrays 
itself. For, dear Recorder, what is he else but a man, and he 
remembers his manhood's wrongs; and he remembers the class 
at whose bands he received those wrongs. Tes, he is less 
angelic and more human in his ridioule, but he is here, and he 
asks of me, 44 Ammonias Saocas,” to introduce him to you, 
which I  think, I have done effectually. So I  leave it for him 
and you to judge.

This I know, that I have spoken from the remembrance of 
his visit, and of his words, and I say further, that although 
his brothers here on earth gave his services to the devil, yet he 
now claims for bis spiritual companions, as friends and equals, 
the highest of your surroundings. May God, who enables 
humanity alike to bear the joys and ills of earth, bless and 
keep you in time and throughout eternity. “ Ammonias 
Saccas ” bids you good day.

Before going I asked for a little conversation, and asked for 
some explanation on certain points.

4i Ammonius Saccas," with this present seance, had con
trolled at six consecutive seances, and had, m two or three of 
them referred to the work of my co-worker, Wm. Oxley, of 
Manchester, and as I could not make out the bearing of the 
allusion, I asked what they meant. He said :

Your oo»worker has been endeavouring to show that the 
foundation of the doctrine of Christianity was founded on 
Egyptian mystery, the base being astronomy. The Rev. 
Robert Taylor, who came to the same conclusions, will endea
vour to give his views and carry on the work still farther. 
It is proposed by your surroundings, if conditions permit, that 
44 Robert Taylor ” will give a series of controls on the astro
nomical foundation of all religions.

This I trust I shall get, but I cannot command conditions. 
As an earnest, however, of intention, I may say, I have had a 
control by “  Robert Taylor,” whom I shall leave to tell his 
own story.

Miss Lottie Fowler remains at 33, Downing Street, Manches
ter, for a little longer. Then she purposes going on to Belper, 
and after that, Liverpool.

BURNT PAPER RESTORED BY SPIRIT-POWER.
To the Editor.—Sir,—If you have space free in your weekly 

publication for the insertion of the following, it may be found 
to interest some of your readers; the truth of which can be 
verified by myself and others.

We are in the habit of sitting with our Medium (Edward F. 
Shearin) every 8unday evening, alone, when we receive most 
interesting and edifying communications from our spirit 
friends, (vide 44 Gleanings from the Spirit World,” Published 
by J. Burns, 15, Southampton, Row W.O.) The last two Sun
days, having received permission to do so, we invited a lady 
friend to join our circle, she being desirous of investigating tho 
truth of Spiritualism.

The late 44 Lord Byron” took control, and after conversing 
on various subjects of interest, some relating to events of his 
past life, also present experiences, he proposed to give us for 
the benefit of our friend, some physical manifestations, with 
the view of convincing her of the power of the Spirit, etc.

He then requested that one leaf from a cigarette book lying 
on the table, should be tom in half, while its counterpart was 
to remain in the book. This was done, and the latter was 
taken possession of by our visitor, and went home with her. 
We were then directed to light a candle, and to hold the torn- 
off half in the flame of the candle until utterly oonsumed, we 
being witnesses of its entire destruction. This was fully ac
complished. 44 Byron” then informed us, that we had not seen 
the last of that piece of paper, as it was his intention to restore 
it to us again intact, and that it would be found to correspond 
exactly with its fellow portion from which it had been severed. 
He expressed a hope of being able to convey it to the home of 
oar friend that same night, but could not promise to accomplish 
that.

On her way home the same evening, our friend suddenly be
came alarmed, by the horse becoming restive and unmanage
able. It backed, ran on the pavement, reared, and refused to 
proceed forward. An impression entered the mind of our 
friend that perhaps 44 Byron ”  or some spirit might be near, 
and that the horse was frightened from this cause. She then 
mentally implored any spirit that might be there to leave her. 
Immediately the horse recovered itself, and went on its way 
quietly as before.

The following Sunday, she was relating this adventure to us, 
which 44 Byron ” afterwards corroborated as being perfectly 
correct; that he had himself accompanied our friend, with the 
intention of conveying the paper to her own home, but fearing 
the spirit-power to be on the wane, gave it up, but purposely 
frightened the horse, and impressed the lady's mind with the 
real cause of its fear, as a test to her of his presenoe. He ex
pressed regret for not having accomplished the restoration of 
the paper that night, but promised she should find it this 
evening before she would leave our circle. After the seance 
was over and light restored, there on the table before her was 
the identical paper, which upon examination with its counter
part co rrespo n d ed  e x a c t l y , each jagged edge meeting in per
fect correspondence with the other, and upon it a sentence had 
been written, with the initials of a dear spirit-friend.

After this, we had some light objects, brought from different 
parts of our house, thrown upon the tabltf before us, and which 
appeared to have come down from the oeiling !

The physical manifestations were given (as we were after
wards told) to oonvinoe our friend on this her first investiga
tion of the truths of Spiritualism.

Signed by us Eliza F. Tibtkbns.
Ernest A. T ietkbns.
G. H. (Lady friend).

A Ghost-Haunted Church.—Strange reports have been 
given currency to by our contemporaries respecting 44 unearth
ly musical sounds,” at St. John’s Church. We are sorry that 
we are unable to throw any light upon the subject. The 
44 Devon County Standard” says:—44It is whispered about that 
on more than one occasion soft music has been heard stealing 
through the hushed silence of the church at times when the 
verger and other officials ought to be in bed and asleep ; but 
on reaching the organ oh amber the instrument has been found 
locked as usual in the intervals between the services, and if 
the organ had been played at all, it must have been done by 
unseen fingers. Other gosBips say the sextoness has been 
soared by seeing something walking about the chancel at un
earthly hours! Again, that the spring bell used to call the 
choristers to duty has been set a-ringing most mysteriously ; 
and I don’t know how many antics this 4 ghost’ has not been 
kicking u p !” The 44 Western Times’’ has the following:— 
44 The gossips of Torquay have been pretty busy during the 
past few days circulating a story that would form a suitable 
subject of inquiry by the psychologists. A clergyman of good 
standing in the town was attending vespers a few days ago at 
his church, and happening to be for a time in the edifice alone, 
he destinctly heard the organ play, and looking up saw a per
son sitting at the instrument, whom he at once recognised as 
the gentleman who ' had occupied that position up to a few 
weeks ago, when he died. The Vicar has repeated to several 
members of his congregation this extraordinary story, with all 
the details of his alarming discovery, and declares emphatically 
he has not been mistaken.”—44 Torquay Directory.”
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NOTES AND* COMMENTS.
Through the kindness of “  Lily ” we are enabled this week 

to give the whole of Mr. Peebles’* first chapter of a work whioh 
he wrote under the same roof beneath which we pen these 
lines. We read the proof sheets with him. We wish we oonld 
reproduce the whole work, but as it oosts only Is. 6J., it is 
x^thin the reaoh of all. The sequel shows the relation which 
he institutes between the introductory chapter and the main 
portion of his work.

What a mass of “  Conflict” we give our readers this week 1 
Nearly all sides of the question are presented. That there is 
so much difference of opinion is the best possible argument on 
behalf of the cry for “ more light.” It is impossible that the 
existence of any man can account for ideas and acts Which 
existed thousands of years, before his time, and are in vogue 
amongst us to-day : the “  Egyptian Darkness,” as one corres
pondent puts it, held dp by modern sects as a Divine light, 
vouchsafed by heaven for themselves, and them alone. It is 
our sole object to remove the “  Darkness,”  be it Egyptian or 
British, and allow that Light to shine forth which is universal, 
and belongs, not to times, persons, nor places in partioular.

We may remark that Mr. Peebles was brought up a Sectarian 
minister, and he has always had strong “  Christian ” tendencies, 
whioh of late years have perhaps gained a decided ascendency. 
It is possible that he would not now print such a book as the 
one from which we quote this week. In his recent articles in 
the newspapers, he has dragged in Christianity as the grand 
thing, in season and out of season. This is what all must try to 
steer clear of—and that is partisanship. The same materials 
in different hands assume a vastly different result, according 
to the quality of prejudice with which they are manipulated.

We hope we have got to tho end of the fierce portion of the 
discussion. The search for truth is indeed endless, and so, we 
regret to observe, is the tendency to interrupt and attack. We 
do urge correspondents to state facts, and leave personalities 
alone.

It is opportune that “  Robert Taylor” comes on the stage 
just as Peebles sets him forth in his worst light. It is not true 
that he has been set aside by English sceptics. The fact is, 
that the progress made by Taylor has been so far eclipsed by 
modern sceptical research, that to repeat his gropings after the 
origin of myths would be unprofitable. Such workers as 
Gerald Massey have presented the field of operations in an 
entirely new light. Twelve years ago he was a Christian; now 
he has cast aside the views given in his work 44 Concerning 
Spiritualism,” written at that time. Those who investigate 
alter their opinion; those who do not, think themselves too 
omniscient to learn anything.

Those who defend the existence of Jesus as an historical fact, 
seem to overlook the late Professor Denton’s book—*4 What 
was he; or, Jesus in the light of the Nineteenth Century.” We 
intended noticing the book where it came out, and even reprint
ing portions of it. In addition to a oritioal study of the Gospel, 
thero is added the evidence of payohometry as to the subject mat

ter. Our impression was, that the deductions were too much 
biassed by the force of prevailing opinion, an error of which there 
is great danger when psychometry is employed. The sphere o f  
the idea, rather than the thing itself, may be guaged.

Britons make a very free use o f 44 sacred ” names. The white 
elephant has been 44 re-Christened Buddha,” the newspapers 
tells us. In the first place, how could he previously be 44 Chris
tened,” when he came from a country where Christianity is un
known? Secondly, the term is inappropriate, as it is not 
stated grease was used, and it would be going too far to as
sume that the 41 sacred animal” has boon made a member o f  
the 44 mystical body of Christ.” Thirdly, it would be absured to 
44Christen” any creature, by naming it after a rival god. 
So much for the insolent way in whioh we treat the official 
name of the 44 seoond person of the Godhead.” Turning to 
Burmah ?—How would we like it, if the people of that country 
imported an English raoe-hourse, and by a 44 pagan ” ceremony 
called it Jesus Christ 1

HOW OSIRIANITY BECAME CHRISTIANITY.
We have now received the first portion of Mr. Oxley’s con* 

clading chapter on 44 Egypt,” and an astronomioal engraving, 
which we will give next week. To promote the circulation of 
this last chapter, we offer 11 copies per parcels post for I s ; 90 
copies carriage paid for 2s. 6d. 120 oopies per rail for 5s., car
riage extra; 500 copies for 21s. Orders must be received by 
Wednesday.

We have printed an extra quantity of this day’s issue, which 
we offer for distribution on the same terms.

Mr. Towns will spend next week at Longton, in the Potteries. 
His address will be—Care of T. D. Bradley, Esq., Clayton Street, 
Longton, Staff.

Friends in London and the Suburbs would do well to keep 
Mr. Colville busy during next week, get together good drawing 
room meetings of intelligent inquirers, and Mr. Colville will 
afford them much satisfaction. Applications should be sent on 
at once to Mr. Colville, 15, Southampton Row.

As Mr. Towns will be absent at Longton, Staffordshire, on 
Tuesday, he cannot attend his usual seance at 15, Southamp
ton Row. Mr. Colville will therefore occupy tho evening, and 
we hope, in addition to the usual Tuesday evening company, 
there will be a large accession of other visitors. Mr. Colville 
will also hold a meeting next Friday evening, to close his visit.

Mr. W. J. Colville will lecture in Neutneyer Hall, o i Sunday, 
Feb. 3, at 3 p.m., when the subject of oration and poa.n can be 
chosen by the audience. If time permit, questions will be 
replied to after the discourse. During the service a fine selec
tion of sacred music will be performed. Mr. Colville will be 
glad to hold one or two receptions in London, between Feb. 3 
and 9. Address—15, Southampton Row.

Mr. J. M. Dale desires to say that he does not attend at 167, 
Seymour Place, on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, for seances, 
but to engage in a work and explain how the aged poor may be 
benofitted without pauperizing them. This can be done by 
the saving of waste, and without imposing a tax on any one.

Glasgow.—Mr. J. Watson, junior, speaks highly of Mr. A. 
Dnguid’s clairvoyance: “ his descriptions being wonderfully 
penetrating and true, as far as I actually know.” Mr. Watson 
is filled with a noble spiritual enthusiasm, which augurs well 
for his future usefulness.

Gateshead.—If our Members do not endeavour to assist by 
their presence amongst us, we will be compelled to close our 
Hairin Gateshead for Sunday services. We had Professor Carr 
as lecturer last Sunday. His subject was “  Human Nature.” 
We thank him kindly for the instruction he gave us, and wish 
him God speed. Mr. Oyston on Sunday next, on “ Man the 
Epitome of the Universe.”—John Geo. Grey.

Mr. Hawkins.—For the benefit of others I desire to testify to 
Mr. Hawkins’ powers of healing, I was exceeding unwell and 
prostrate, and visited Mr. H. twice, when I was astonishingly 
(in so short a time) stronger and greatly revived. I take the 
opportunity of not only thanking Mr. Hawkins but the good 
angels that use him for this grand and noble purpose; and 
that it may enablo me to show my love more for my Heavenly 
Father, as my strength returns.—Sincerely yours, L. Lickfold.

New Orleans.—Mr, J. R. Burrell, enclosing a paragraph on 
General Grant’s converson to|Splritualism, says:—44 Spiritualism 
is steadily gaining ground here. The New Orleans Association 
of Spiritualists hold a publio tranee leeture every Sunday morn
ing in the Oddfellows’ Hall, Camp Street, the subjects being 
chosen by the audienoe. Meetings were formerly held in one 
of the ante rooms, until the attendenoes became so numerous, 
that to meet their requirement the Association was compelled 
to rent the large hall.”

Morley.—On Sunday, Feb. 10, a very able choir selected 
from most of the choirs in the town, will give a servioe of song 
in the Co-operative Hall, at 2.30, with the view of clearing otf 
the cost of making the alterations in the Spiritualist's [Sail. 
Mr. Gillman, of Leeds, will preside. In the evening at 6.30 Mrs. 
Butterfield will give an address on “  The Religion of Human
ity,” in the same Hall, at 6 80, Mr. Gillman will preside. 
Friends are earnestly invited to be present, and give a brother
ly hand in the matter of expenses.



THE THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT.
W I L L I A M  O X L E Y  S T A T E S  H IS  P O S IT IO N .

T o  the Editor.— Sir,— T o show the wide-spread and 
increasing interest in the subject which forms the base of 
your “  Theological Conflict ” column, I  adduce the following, 
which is of interest in more ways than one.

Last Sunday, our Roman Catholic Bishop of Salford 
preached in the church of the Holy Name, and in the course 
of his remarks, “  warned his hearers against reading what 
might tend to weaken or destroy their faith to be found in 
the literature of the day, which, he said, was Rationalistic and 
anti-Christian.” H e mentioned Mr. Herbert Spencer, Mr. F . 
Harrison, and Mr. L . Stephens, whose writings, he said, 
“  fed the minds of hundred of thousands of readers,” and, 
“  these men denied the truths of Salvation altogether, and 
the truth of a personal God.” “  How was it,” he said, “  that 
these men, having acute intellects, had persuaded themselves 
of the truth of their own conclusions, which were diametri
cally opposed to theirs (the Catholic): and which they (the 
Catholics) believed to be darkness and death itself? It  was 
by the use of their free will. Rather than accept their con
clusions, they would gladly lay down their lives a thousand 
times.”

Surely this last sentence is either a piece of cheap bravado, 
or a bit of irony, on the part of his (Catholic) lordship, for 
who on earth can conceive of a Bishop in these days being 
placed as Defendant on a charge of ” heresy” against Agnos
ticism, and if found guilty, condemned to the torture and 
death ? Possibly the Bishop might have been struck with 
the thought of a Nemesis, and dreamed what his predeces
sors had done to their heretics— when they had the power—  
so it might perchance be done unto the modern hierarchs of 
the same system.' It is amusing to think of the apostles of 
Freethought turning Inquisitors, with all the paraphernalia 
of the rack, dungeon, and faggots behind them, ready to 
inflict the same upon the unfortunate wights who dared to 
put into practice what these very apostles inculcated.

This teaching (of which I  only give extracts) was taken 
up by our Anglican Bishop of Manchester, who has com
menced a series of lectures upon the “ Evidences of Christi
anity.”  His lordship commenced as follows :— “ The Christian 
evidences were not demonstrations singly, nor were all of them 
put together. They moved in the sphere which Bishop 
Butler called ‘ probability,* and which ranged from the lowest 
presumption to the highest moral certainty. Demonstration, 
where it existed, did not admit of accession or cumulation* 
I f  they understood the proof of the fifth proposition in the 
first Book of Euclid, he defied them to add to the force and 
cogency of it. I t  stood proved once and for ever. In  pro
bability, however, it was otherwise. The single links of the 
chain were strong, but when all were combined the strength 
was increased in a geometrical ratio, and yet never amounted 
to demonstration.”

These words from an Anglican Bishop, uttered in the ears 
of a Manchester audience, within four days of my writing, 
need no comment of mine. W hen such an authority can 
announce that the Evidences of Christianity rest upon no 
sounder base than— Probability! I find an ally in a most un
expected quarter.

In a matter so important— involving as it does, according 
to ecclesiastical dogma, the risk of the loss of the soul, and 
an eternal punishment into the bargain— it is high time either 
to have a certainty, or to drop the dogma.

It  is precisely on the question of Evidence as to the literal 
actuality of the Bible narratives, that the “  Conflict ”— if such 
it be— will rage. It  is on this, and this alone, that I  have spent 
so much time and labour to ascertain; and what I  saw with 
m y own eyes in Egypt, in addition to the ascertained know
ledges from other sources, have compelled me to come to the 
conclusion, that these narratives are non-historical, and, what 
is more, they never were intended to be considered as such by 
their authors; but for the selfish, and otherwise, interests of 
the Sacerdotal Caste, they have been used— not for the pur
pose of uplifting, but to enslave the minds of their simple- 
minded and unquestioning votaries.

Permit me, Mr. Editor, to speak as a Spiritualist to Spirit
ualists. I  claim their soul sympathy, for, I  am endeavouring 
to show, in my humble way, that Spiritual Truth must be 
spiritually discerned, and in rescuing the Bible, as a Record 
of Spiritual Verities, from the grasp of a dominating Sacer
dotalism, I  would place it beyond the cavils and “  criticisms **

of the mere literarian, as well as from the mere pietist and 
sectarian, who use it for their own personal and system's 
inflation; and who dare to place— not the Bible— but their 
opinion of it, between the reverent and enquiring soul, and 
the object of his search.

, The enquiry now addressed to the Church is : W h at is
the evidence that you can produce to substantiate the terrific 
— what you call— truths (you allege) as having the authority 
and seal of God ? W h at these bewildered ecclesiastics can
not supply, is in the hands of Spiritualists. One says, You  
must receive the evidences we produce on faith. Another 
says, The “  probability ” is in their favour, but it cannot be 
demonstrated. The Spiritualist comes to the front, and says, 
I  know ! for I  have the evidence, which neither doubt nor 
dogma can overturn; for my evidence does not rest upon 
statements made in writing 1,800 years ago, and which de
pend for their veracity upon interested chronographers, but 
upon actual facts within my own cognizance. I t  is these 
facts that convince me of the truth, that when I  die I shall 
live again; and that instead of being immured in a hopeless 
and eternal hell, for not believing what I  cannot understand, 
there is— according to accumulated evidence— an eternity of 
progression, &c., &c.

In presence of agnostic, scientific (so called), and cleric 
foes, all allied to “ destroy the life of the Young Child,** now 
born into this world, i.e., The Spirit of Truth, as yet, but 
barely recognised : I  say— Is it wise to fall out by the way, 
and contend for individual supremacy? Such a policy is 
suicidal, and will assuredly bring to grief all who indulge in 
i t  The present aspect of the mightiest movement which the 
world has yet felt, is an emphatic protest against th$ folly of 
attempting to again establish hero-worship, whether that hero 
be the personal self or the self-proclaimed missions and mes
sengers from on high, who, willing enough to disregard the 
susceptibilities of others, yet are acutely sensitive when their 
own are touched.

A s  if there were not enough Christian “  claimants ” to the 
new Messiahship, we have the same competition witnessed in 
India, and now again in Mahomedan Egypt. The Mahdi, or 
the Great One of God, is but another effort of the decaying 
tree to send out new shoots, and maintain the systems of the 
past, and he— if successful— would be the second and greater 
Prophet of God.

M y hope is that the Mahdi will come on, and throw him
self on the phalanx of the Infidel! This time the Infidel (to 
the Arab), will be the British People, and if the conflict 
come, the Infidel will be a match for the Arab God-sent 
Prophet

M ay I , in conclusion, refer to the “  Gospel of Spiritualism ** 
for certainly it has a Gospel (Good-spell) of its own. In its 
Gospel there is not a single damnatory clause. It does not 
proclaim Salvation— but Progression. Its utterance is—  
“  Nothing is lost.** Then how can a human soul be lost ? 
The Artificer of the Universe; the Builder of this Earth; 
counts, has counted, and will count up every atom of which 
it is composed, and now that the Spirit of Love, from which 
is born the Spirit of Truth* has come to the fore, She pro
claims : “  There is no Power that can rob me of my own 
Life-atoms.*’ This, methinks, is a more beautiful Gospel than 
has yet been preached from Ecclesiastical pulpits, and resting, 
as it does,— not upon probabilities, nor upon faith ! but upon 
known facts, it will prove itself to be a mighty attractive 
Power that “  will draw all unto itself.”

W illiam Oxley.
N.B.— I  cannot, nor will not permit myself to be placed in 

a false position. I  have no theory to maintain, to which I 
try to make ends meet and tie. M y sole aim is to help to dis
sipate the thick cloud of human ignorance on Spiritual veri
ties— which is composed of nothing more solid than human 
traditions, piled up from antiquity— so that pure and undefiled 
Spiritual Truth, and Divine Love and Wisdom , may be seen, 
revered and loved.

C L A IR V O Y A N C E  A N D  T H E  E X IS T E N C E  O F  
JE SU S.

Dear Editor,— The Theological Controversy, now becom
ing famous in the columns of your valuable paper, might 
have the assistance of my clairvoyant experience in regard to 
the subject under dispute. Your own leanings are toward a 
dear and unbiassed solution of the difficulty, and as this grand 
central doctrine is at this moment moved from its old founda
tions, we also look for a more spiritual and certain rendering



of the truth regarding the existence of Jesus. It  is not wise 
to say that such a thing is of little moment, or does not in 
any great degree interfere with the growth of spiritual 
thought; for, from my experience, five-sixths of those who 
adhere to the movement of Spiritualism, are more or less em
barrassed with the idea; and in many quarters it is unmistak
ably a bone of contention.

T o  those who look on the Bible as a spiritual book, or that 
spiritual verities are clothed in earthly meaning, then the 
grounds of dispute are taken away, and the only difference 
of opinion is in regard to the form or mode of expressing 
what lies behind the outer form of truth. Every Spiritualist 
who truly represents that name, must receive every bible 
statement qualified by this interpretation, and even all phe
nomena are the embodied expression of some great law or 
principle or fact existing in a spiritual state. And I  think 
the controversy will not only set to rights the doctrine which 
forms the centre luminary of the Christian system, but also 
invest the whole transactions of the spirit-circle with a better 
meaning, and lead persons to look below the surface, and 
learn the meaning of those great truths which they are being 
taught in this strange manner.

In my own mind, I fear nothing as to the existence of truth 
being touched or injured in a controversy of this kind, if al
lowance is given and Orthodoxy kept out of the way. T o  
settle the claims for the personal existence of Jesus, will not 
satisfy the minds of those enquiring after the whole truth ; 
every bible character and incident is in the same position. 
A n d should we think it possible, after we have seen his iden
tity fully established, and all claims to his meritorious posi
tion put* right, to separate him from other incidents and 
persons in the book— which, to the mind, are not satisfactory 
and good— is ridiculous. The whole book in its separate 
parts is an entirety of truth, and the good and bad mix to
gether as a harmonious revelation, or not at all. The exist
ence of Jesus is the acceptance of the New Testament as a 
whole, and all parts must stand or fall together. A  person 
is not termed Atheistic, now-a-days, although he reject the 
Divinity of Jesus, as a large part of the Christian constitu
ency cast aside that doctrine; but it is plainly, from a literal 
standpoint, a denial of the truth of God, and an absurd con
clusion to draw from the book. The virtual teaching of the 
New Testament is the illustration of a person with divine 
powers, and the functions of Godhead within him; and there
fore a person or power, denuded of this authority or function, 
is not compatible with the meaning of the book. W hen the 
Bible is made a text book, any system or society using it with
out this meaning, is using a lifeless power, and cutting off all 
supplies from a spiritual life-centre. Those, then, who hold 
to the literal rendering of the text of Scripture, and at the 
same time deny the divinity of Jesus Christ, cannot be classed 
under any other form than atheistic.

But the point of controversy is not the natural or spiritual 
meaning of that doctrine, but the plainer truth as to the 
actual existence of the man or the God-man. For if we are 
only seeking after the bare existence of a man, we might be 
better employed in underrating or supporting the claims of 
some living hero, whom we all know. M y experience in 
reading history shows me, that the bitterest curse the world 
has borne is the sustaining of the efficacy and power of the 
very name of Jesus; and it seems as if the people and the 
nations together were fighting a man of straw. And although 
we have glimpses of true heroism on account of this name, 
any truth borne under the pressure of wrong will elicit ex
pressions of genuine sympathy, and call out deeds of heroic 
valour. I  conscientiously say, that from the light of the 
world’s history, it had been better they had never known such 
a person. The cross stands in oceans of human blood, and 
the bitterest animosities at this present day spring from ad
herents of the cross. But, like Mr. Oxley, I  regard the Bible 
not as a profane book, but as a volume almost universally 
profaned by its literal rendering, and until we get at the 
proper meaning, we only waste time and material.

Your correspondent, J. Humphries, alludes to visions that 
have been seen corroborating the existence of Jesus, as a 
being who exists in a spiritual w orld; and also the assur
ance that he will manifest to all persons, when in a suitable 
frame of mind. Yes, it is true, that such representations have 
been seen at spiritual seances, and sitters have got so infatu
ated with the presence of such an illustrious visitor, that the 
phenomena have in many cases done immense injury. I know 
of many circles that have brought mischief on themselves, 
and endangered the life of the medium, and in some instances

insanity has taken place, through the conception of this idea.
I  will now give an incident, from a clairvoyant standpoint, 

as to the actual or imaginary existence of this person.
A  lady of estimable qualities, and also a medium of no 

mean character, had received instructions through her control* 
ing guides to paint a picture. She was professionally an 
artist This picture was to be of colossal dimensions, sym
bolical of a great spiritual truth. I  was asked to be present 
at the inaugurating scene, and to give the assistance of clair
voyant vision. I  remember seeing in the room, and right in 
front of the blank canvas, a majestic person dad in all the 
robes that artists familiarly gather round the person of Jesus. 
This ideal representation of this famous individual, made me 
say to the little company and to the medium artist: “  You  
are intending to paint a likeness of Jesus, and the recognised 
form of the Master is in front of the canvas.” There was a 
sensible and undoubted understanding in the mind, that this 
was a true thought, or that the lady had formed such an idea. 
I  said further : “  your picture will represent nearness and also 
an infinitude of space, or be something characteristic of heaven 
and hell.”

After this interview, she went to work, and under guidance 
began to work out a most elaborate survey of human nature, 
in all shapes and forms; and in course of time hundreds of 
people and scenes, all dealing with poor humanity, in de
graded and low as well as more refined attitudes, were de
picted on that canvas. I  wondered at this curious interpreta
tion of my view of the matter, and reserved judgment until 
I  saw clearly. In  this motley grouping of humanity, I  began 
to notice the presence of order, and soon the outline of the 
picture gave the view of three distinct phases or states of 
human life. F irst: man and woman, included in a low or 
bestial condition; secondly, undergoing an ordeal of perse
cution and restitution ; and, thirdly, a purified and apparently 
glorified state. From the lowest form to the highest type of 
human nature represented, there was a consecutive chain of 
incidents, and all through the scene the overarching pres
ence of Hope, and the guiding power of Destiny.

This remarkable expression of one idea or a person, seen 
at the beginning, was very suggestive, and led my mind from 
the idea of personifying spiritual truths, but allowing all such 
revelations to have a wide and comprehensive meaning, em
bodying facts which relate to all things that have connection 
with human life. I f  the above experience is given for the 
purpose of illustrating the true meaning of the Jesus idea, 
then we see the infinite grasp of the subject, and the redeem
ing power of the truth; but if we are to look on the whole 
thing as a contradiction of the original, then it must remain 
amongst the things not clearly understood.

The symbolism o f Mr. Oxley is not a new thing, and would 
have been the universal meaning attached to Bible scenes, but 
for the crafty hindrances of the Priesthood. Now as a people 
freed from this yoke, we are rising with the experiences of a 
nightmare; and everything hideous and unformed stands 
before the view. This state will pass away, and a clear and 
intelligent representation of the facts will take possession of 
the mind. The truth embodied in the personality of Jesus 
will never pass aw ay; but the finality of truth is infinitely 
beyond the highest and most elevated conception that any one 
can have of the life and character of Jesus. W ith  all reve
rence I  say this, and with the intention of destroying no one’s 
faith or hope. W e  have outlived the personality, and must 
get at the spiritual foundation of this and all other biblical 
allegories. A . D . K .-----------* -----------

REPLY TO LETTERS IN LAST “ MEDIUM."
To the Editor.— Sir,— If I do not presume too much, I  will 

again venture to address a few words to your readers on the 
trio of letters which appeared in last week’s Medium, and as 
that leg of the tripod, represented by the contribution of Mr. 
Humphries, stands nearest to me, I  will pass a brief comment 
on that first.

“  J. H umphries."
I  was greatly astonished when I saw the portrait of my 

humble insignificant self, limned by Mr. Humphries in the first 
paragraph of his letter. Had he not said he did it all in a 
“  kind spirit," I could scarcely have received it with philosophic 
equanimity. But, of course, I am bound to believe him on that 
score, though I shall feel it again to be my duty to exhibit fads 
mistakes on other points. Christians have always exerted 
themselves on behalf of heretics with the most “  kind spirit." 
It is far better, they have argued, that the unchristian mind 
should be well tortured in the body, in the remote hope of 
bringing him to a sense of his benighted condition, than that he 
should frizzle eternally in the nether furnace. Mr. Humphries



Id a former letter, threw out an ominous threat of something 
horrible looming in the future, unless certain dogmas were 
respected, and if his God takes vengeance on ffeople who can
not see eye to eye with him, why should not Mr. Humphries ? A 
vengeful God makes vengeful devotees; and this kind of God 
has always occupied a front place in the tactics of polemical 
Ohristians, who, if they can find no fault in their antagonist, 
they set to work and manufacture faults. That is how they 
served Martin Luther. The story was put about by his adver
saries that the 44 furies,” or some mythical hellish creatures, 
were bis real parents, and consequently it was only an act of 
true necessity to clear him off from the earth-plane, and return 
him to his rightful kindred in the infernal abodes.

It is a Christian necessity that the antagonist, or in other 
words, the lover of truth, should be painted in tho blackest 
colours. It altogether saves the use of arguments, or the exer- 
oise of the intellect, a duty which is laborious and distasteful 
to some people. Of course, if the Christian polemic can make 
his adversary appear utterly despicable and unworthy, then 
there is no use in attending to his arguments: they are, as a 
logical necessity, unworthy of notice; for good arguments 
oould not oome out of a bad man.

I wish I had said in my former letter, that I wrote in a 44 kind 
spirit.” As I did not make any kind of presumptuous or pha- 
rasaioal profession, Mr. Humphries has been foroed to recog
nise in me a very bad man. My poor letter was written in the 
most unassuming spirit, and yet Mr. Humphries discovers in 
it that I was setting myself up a s44 the only Bible student,” and 
giving myself airs that I had no business to oovet. But I have 
read my letter, and can see no grounds for Mr. Humphries1 
sneer, except that my letter appeared in big type. How this 
happened I cannot explain ; * all I can say is, that I am utter
ly innocent of any attempt to merit the slight affront of Mr. 
Humphries. But I am 44 low” and 4(malicious.” I do not find 
one personality in my letter, or one low word or malicious in
sinuation. I did not feel so. But I am so thankful that Mr 
Humphries acts in a 44 kind spirit.” It is such a blessing that I 
am not the centre of a pile of faggots, with your correspondent 
holding the torch. My wife and children join with me iu re 
oeiving Mr. Humphries' gentle treatment in the 44 kind spirit” 
in which be bestowed if.

Haviog expressed my gratitude to your coriespondent for 
the very little harm he has inflicted, 1 will take a glance at 
what he says farther on. First, I will tell him what is meant 
by a 14 silly ” argument. In the language of the dictionary, it 
is one that is 14 witless,” 44 pointless,” and ' ‘ foolish/’ This is 
n o t44 low ” nor 44 malicious ” language, nor is it aimed at Mr. 
Humphries personally. It is simply his printed letter that I 
deal with; and in future I will thank him to attend to the 
contents of mine, and leave my moral character alone: even 
if he chooses to attack it in a “  kind spirit.”

Yes ; I repeat, Mr. Peebles has no more authority than any
one else for stating that the Apostles held actual communion 
with the spirit of Jesus, hence to base an argument upon Mr. 
Peebles’ testimony is 44 silly.” Nor has your correspondent 
pointed out where any of my statements are 44 confused or 
contradictory.” According to the Gospel record, Jesus ap
peared as an ordinary spirit to those who knew him, and not 
in any divine character at all. I f I had any authority for 
stating that the term 44 Christian ” was first applied at Antioch, 
I would gladly do so. But the Book of Acts is not an histori
cal authority. It was written solely to bridge over the gulf 
between the Pauline books and the Gospels. These Pauline 
parts are, as far as I can learn, the oldest portions of the New 
Testament, and are devoted to an exposition of the mystical 
44 Christ,” which was not a human being at all, but some ineffa
ble spiritual principle, whioh could root itself in man’s interior 
nature. This was altogether a spiritual, not an historical or 
mundane, idea. But in course of time the Gospels cropped up, 
speaking of a fleshly Jesus, who had a personal existence, and 
therefore claiming an historical position. It was urged by 
some that the universal44 Christ ” idea, became somehow the 
personally limited Jesus. To unite these factions, the book of 
Acts was written, in which the spirit of Jesus is made to oome 
back and tell Paul that he is the 44 Christ.”

Now these opposing ideas—the 44 Jesus ” and the 44 Christ ” 
systems—were often in deadly conflict. The history of this 
conflict requires to be written before much can be said of the 
merits of the systems, as at present muddled up in Christianity. 
Perhaps Mr. Oxley will be able to help on this needful investi
gation. For even in Egypt, there was the Osiris, and the body 
o f the Osiris.

In speaking o f the Bible as a mixture, Mr. Humphries com
mits the same heresy as I did. Why does he not permit me to 
pick out the 44 gold ” for myself? If be insist upon quartz 
being gold, he has quito liberty to do so, but he must not dog
matize, and abuse those who, as 44 miners,” are alone responsi
ble for their own 44 out-put.”

Unfortunately, the stars called the 14 Southern Cross,” are 
not visible in the northern hemisphere, where Christians pre
sume that their “ Cross” idea originated. This looks very 
much like another44 silly ” argument. (Beg pardon—I say this 
in a 44 kind spirit.” ) Nor is the Cross the only symbol 44 writ

*  A s ire here jast sufficient type to fill the M edium, we have to use It all in some 
form ; and the letter o f  our correspondent was set up in the large type to suit the 
convenience o f  the printers.—B d. M.

ten in living light.” Bat the cross is a 44 dead ” light, the sym
bol of spiritual darkness and affliction, and, consequently, to 
the spiritual mind is obnoxious, n o t44 sacred.” The troth is, 
that the cross does not allude to that southern oonertellation at 
all, bat to the progress of the sun—the most conspicuous 
44 living light” in the sky—in its equinoctial orossifioations.

A man denying himself is not bearing a 44 cross,” but, on the 
contrary, going “ straight” ! To be 44 cross” iB to be unspiri
tual and contradictory, like the' Christian mythology, and not 
a few of its defenders.

If Mr. H. had read the 44 Egypt ” articles, he would have dis
covered that the 41 Hyksos,” or 44 Shepherd Kings,” dominated 
Egypt ^ r  about 1000 years, about 4000 years ago. Their 
names do not appear in the 44 List of Kings,”  showing that the 
shepherds were “  An abomination to the Egyptians,” in a more 
intelligible light than is stated in Genesis.

Your correspondent has utterly failed to make it appear that 
his catacomb inscriptions have the slightest conneotion with 
Jesus; thus it is no argument at all. It would be a misase of 
14 silly ” to introduce it here. So Mr. Humphries, this time, 
falls short of his usual oompliment.

And he talks of 41 Buddha”  as if be had been a man! There 
were many Buddhas. As for Spiritualists, it would be well for 
them if they set their own mental and spiritual house in order, 
and did not lust for the patronage of apostles, Buddhas, and 
other conceits that can do them no good. Man’s spiritual 
growth must come from within, not from visiting spirits.

How is “ L ily” making ns 44 wiser and happier” ? What 
have poor ignorant men like myBelf to thank her for ? She is 
evidently unacquainted with ecclesiastical history, and relies 
on 44 authorities ” that do not elicit respect. I have had the 
44 Illustrated London News,” of a few weeks ago, placed before 
me, and in the 44 Echoes of the week,” Mr. Sala states that 
Paley’s “ Evidences” were, in the parts quoted by 44Lily,” 
plundered bodily in many portions from an old Dutch book ! 
This Christian Luminary, th a t44 Lily ” tries to dazzle ns with, 
is only a common literary plagiarist, a form of theft, and who 
knows but the classics he quotes are barefaced forgeries I

4* Like draws to like,” and tho spirit of the 44 Catholic Priest,” 
claimed your correspondent as a bird of his own feather. The 
Catholic is the only true Christian, and he who dares, in any 
particular, to exercise his own mind, is only worthy of being 
pitched into, in one form or other. But tho inoident has not 
mended Mr. H.’s manners, as to how he speaks of others. Nay, 
he imitates the Catholio in trying to afflict those who differ 
from him. As to the idea of tho Godhead, or His junior, leaving 
the throne of heaven to quell a fracas between a couple of 
virulent Christians! why, the idea is preposterous. Jesus 
would never be a moment 44 at home ” if he went out on jobs 
of this sort I The psyohologioal explanation is, that when Mr. 
H. drew his fangs out of the Catholic, and tboaght of bis own 
needs, the positiveness ef mind thas induced rendered him 
invulnerable to further attaok; and some good creature in the 
spirit world was, no doubt, called into his sphere by his pitiful 
plight.

“ L ilt.”
I am getting too tedious, or I would like to say a word on 

“ Lily,” only I observe that my former remarks have been ig
nored by her. Last week she endeavoured to put Mr. Oxley 
into some odious position, but her attempt is scarcely intelli
gible. I f we regard him as the most assidaoos scholar,44 ex
emplary boy,” in the spiritual sohool, and who has a great 
lesson on hand, bat the schoolmaster, 44 Lily,” wants him to 
recite the whole book before he has got half through with the 
study of it, then we oan understand her allegory. On the other 
hand, if Mr. Oxley is the vile schoolmaster that 14 flogged ” a 
good boy, it is thereby implied that he is amenable to the law 
for writing on Egypt, and that i f 44 Lily ” bad her will she would 
punish by imprisonment all who would inquire into the origin 
and nature of the dogmas before which she has prostrated her 
better nature. I am truly glad that we are not in the position 
of being made 44 wiser and happier ” by the means suggested in 
44 Lily’s ” ill-considered paragraph. It shows that the spirit of 
the Inquisition lingers amongst us yet, i f 44 kind” and Jesos- 
worshipping Christians had the power in their hands.

I read Mr. Peebles’s work on 44 Jesus ” when it came out, and 
a more unchristian book is soafoely to be found. In the open
ing chapter he attempts to show that some person of the name 
of Jesus had been crucified; but what of that, if the Christian 
system existed prior to that event? In the latter portion of 
his book, Mr. Peebles shows what a foul thing Christianity is, 
and concludes with a dissertation on the 44 Positive Religion,”  
that ever exists independent of historical incidents. That is 
how Christians mislead: they exaggerate the importance of 
that which is in any degree favourable to their hobby; then 
they ignore or destroy all that is opposed to them. This is a 
very flagrant form of falsification ; but a crime has ever been 
meritorious if committed in the interests of Christianity.

44 Marik Caithness.”
44 Marie Caithness” (Lady Caithness, I presume), in indicating 

her connection with the trade and calling of a sexton, does not 
say whether it is the grave of Bpiritnalism or Christianity she 
is engaged in preparing. Her letter is as illogical and contra* 
dictory as a woman's letter possibly oan be* In addition to



being a Papist and a Spiritualist, sbe has got an interesting 
variety of Jeanses on hand. One of them is a “  Jesus Christ,” 
another is a* “  Nazarene,” and another is olothed in a panther’s 
skin I Which is the right one, or is it another case of “  Three 
in one w ? As the co-type of Bacchus, Jesus is the Sun-God, as 
one form of the name literally implies. As such he is a my
thical God, and therefore not a Nazarene. There may have 
been Jesnses not a few, who were spiritual mediums, but then 
they could not be at the same time heathen deities. The 
“ Jesus Christ” is the kind of hybrid modern conception, by 
which it is sought to amalgamate the mythical and human 
attributes.

The subject is long and interesting, and I look with eager
ness to Mr. Oxley’s next chapter, as an aid to its clearer per
ception. I hope “  Lily ” will kindly refrain from bringing him 
before the “  beak ” for M flogging the exemplary boy,” till he 
has got his chapter finished.

To all readers and writers, I desire to say that ray merry 
style of writing is adopted as a kind of safeguard against the 
objectionable insinuations, that so frequently mar discussions 
of this sort, and reduce them to squabbles.

With thanks to the “ tripod” for giving me this pleasant 
task, I am, dear Mr. Editor, yours, A Bible Student.

“ HAFED” AND “ ANGELIC REVELATIONS” ON JESUS.
Dear Mr. Burns,—Permit me to express a few thoughts on 

the “  Tbeologioal Conflict.”
First I would ask: On what foundation are we, as Spiritu

alists, building ? Are the ancient writings and pagan myths 
to entirely supersede the revelations given in our day and 
generation? Is the well-known book, “ Hafed,” a tissue of 
falsehoods, also “  Angelic Revelations” ? The greater portion 
of “  Hafed ” is a positive testimony to the earth-life of Jesus, 
confirming the Gospel history. “ Angelic Revelations” may 
not be so well known to your readers, so I will quote an extract 
from Vol. III., p. 83:—

“  Recorder:— Will you, Angel, first set us right upon one 
point, that is: Are we to consider these two (Vishnu and Jesu 
Chrishnu) as actual human beings, who once appeared as such, 
on our earth ?

“  Angel of Love (L ily ):—In the mighty future, when the 
present revelations are considered by the nations of the earth, 
it shall be asked : Were these inhabitants in human form ? to 
which the reply shall be given, even as we give it in the present 
—namely, in the affirmative.” Also, page 339, the confirma
tion i f  the personality of Jesus is agaiu given. Even after this 
plain declaration, the subject was again a controversial point. 
At the request of the writer, a special meeting was convened 
for the definite answer—to the above and other subjects—from 
the angel, who again confirmed the former statement in plain 
words, that no one could misunderstand: “ If we cannot accept 
these portions as the truth, coming from (professedly) such an 
interior source, other portions are not reliable, and the sooner 
they sink into oblivion the better for all truthseekers.” But 
the writer has not as yet read any statement in the voluminous 
work on “  Egypt ” to alter her former convictions of the reality 
of the earth-life of the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.

Will not the pure germ of truth be ever given through the 
divine intuitions, rather than the labourings of 1 he intellect? 
Our spiritual sisters know the foundation on which they are 
building, and the builder, even the Jesus Christ, they shall see 
face to face, and know, even as they are known.

There may be those who prefer the bondage of Egypt, but as 
children of the Light, let us walk in  the Light of to-day.— 
Faithfully yours, Clara Rowe.

Church Road, Urmston, Manchester.

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.
PROGRESS IN THE PEAK.

To the Editor.—Sir,—Spiritualism still lives in the Peak of 
Derbyshire. It is now some fow years since your correspond
ent I. Thompson wrote you from the neigbourhood of North 
Derbyshire, upon the progress of Spiritualism at that time. 
On Sunday last, January 20th, accompanied by two friends, 
Messrs. Ross and Lightbown, from Manchester, wo bad the 
pleasure of meeting our friend, and proving to him that the 
“  Funeral Sermon ” promised us, was in no wise likely to come 
off at any early date. Our able president Mr. J. Litbgow, of 
Hayfield, filled the chair, whilst one of onr visitor friends—Mr. 
Lightbown, efficiently took charge of the Harmonium. After 
opening tbe meeting with the usual exercise, our chairman 
spoke of the present re-union, and referred to the pleasure he 
felt in being able to bring before his audience one whom they 
all well knew on account of his past services to the Cause in 
that locality, and also to introduce to them another whom he 
was glad to welcome amongst them in the person of Mr. Ross, 
whose genial fape had been with them on a past occasion some 
months previously. In conclusion, he thought the stranger 
ought to have the preference, and called upon Mr. Ross to say 
a few words, who upon rising expressed a sense of pleasure 
in being able to meet once more his friends of New Mills. It

had at all times in his history been a source of pleasure to him 
to investigate any principles which came before him, by a 
spirit of earnestness and a sense of charity, and he felt glad that 
one School and Congregation in Manchester he could count 
amongst them many very dear friends whose sympathies and 
charity were not estranged, though he had been forced by cir
cumstances to sever his connection from them. Mr. Thompson 
was now called upon, and taking a historical glance of the pro
gress of ideas and opinions in relation to the religious-world, 
he shewed to his audience that throughout its development 
there had been too much of the selfish material predominating, 
and in whatever manner the spirit of progressive ideas should 
be seen, the orthodox element of its day was sure to decry 
down, and if needs be, begin to persecute. The Romish Church 
tried.it on with the Protestant, whilst the Protestant carried oat 
the same rule with the Dissenting element, and now the whole 
combined were in arms about the poor Spiritualist, who at one 
time was a fool, and at another the knave—just as it saited 
their purpose. He referred them to the charges laid against 
Spiritualism—as a principle—because of the doings of indivi
duals, and read to them several extracts from the other side 
where soandal had arisen, and asked—are we, as Spiritualists, 
to blame Christianity because some of its leaders should thus 
bring their office and principles into contempt, and concluded 
by saying : “  N o! no more than any Englishman should feel 
his character stained, just because another Englishman had 
picked someone else’* pocket.” The meeting was subsequently 
terminated, after "a brief trance address from our local med
ium, Mr. Bowman. Thus ended a re-union, amid congratula
tions and friendly greetings.— Yours, etc., Jolti.

New Mills, Jan. 21, 1881.
-------- 4--------

MR. COLVILLE AT HALIFAX.
Sunday, January 27, Mr. W. J. Colville delivered three inspi

rational discourses in Centra) Hall, Halifax. The day was 
very cold and stormy—rain, snow, and hail falling copiously 
at frequent intervals. The audience in the morning was very 
good, considering the weather, though the hall was not full. 
The subject of tbo lecture was, “ The Signs of the Times con
sidered.Spiritually.” In a brilliant and lengthy speech, the 
guides of the lecturer referred specially to the present discon
tent among the working classes in England, and between 
England and Ireland ; tbe late war, and subsequent cholera in 
Egypt; the unsettled condition of affairs in various pa itsof 
Europe ; the strivings now so rife in theological and political. 
circles; and the generally trying state of the weather, and the 
unexpected departure of numerous celebrated personages from 
the scene of their earthly activities. Considered spiritually, 
all these signs are encouraging, as they point to a new and 
blighter day, which could never dawn were it not for the night 
that preceded it. The evening and the morning, the darkness 
and the sunshine, following each other, must ever constitute a 
spiritual as well as a material day.

In the afternoon and evening the spacious room was crowded. 
Tbe old friends of Spiritualism, of whom there are many in 
Halifax, turned out in full force, and tbero were also a great 
many strangers present. The afternoon lecture was on “  The 
Law of Mediumship, and the modus operandi of spirit control.” 
This lecture was a peculiarly valuable one, both for Spiritual
ists and investigators. We hope to be able to present it to our 
readers very shortly.

In the evening, an eminently practical and soul-stirring dis
course on “ The Ideal Commonwealth, or the coming Utopia,” 
was given in Mr. Colville’s best and most effective style. The 
audience was deeply moved and impressed, and though the 
guides of Mr. Colville do not encourage applause on a Sunday, 
the audience could not refrain from expressing tbeir apprecia
tion of the noble sentiments uttered, by some hearty hand
clapping when the most telling points were made. It seemed 
greatly to surprise many who were there, that a speaker of no 
extraordinary powers of physical endurance could deliver 
three long lectures, prefaced by invocations and followed by 
poems, in one day, and then sing a tenor solo near the close of 
tbe evening service, as lustily as though he bad been saving 
his voice all day for the effort. Such a speaker as Mr. Colville 
does very much wherever ho goes to convince the public out
side tbe Spiritualist ranks that there is something in Spiritual- 
ism, that cannot be laughed down or attributed to chicanery.

The Cause in Halifax is progressing rapidly, and to facilitate 
the carrying on of spiritual work in this important town, the 
society has secured a fine room, to be devoted entirely to spi
ritual work. This room was openod by Mr. Colville, on Mon
day, January 28. Particulars next week.

Haslingden.—On Thursday evening, January 2±, we bad a 
splendid discourse through the mediumship of Mr. VY. J. Col
ville. The subject, chosen by the audience, was, “  Are the 
controlling spirit or spirits, that speak through you, com
manded by God, or do they come, as inhabitants of another 
world, on their own acoord ? ” The subject was grandly 
handled, to the satisfaction of an intelligent audience. Wo 
passed a very enjoyable evening, and wo feel euro that Mr. 
Colville is doing a great and glorious work. May God speed 
the Cause of Truth ! Spiritualism is making headway in Has
lingden, new inquirers are growing np on every side, and we 
are determined to go into it, hit or miss.—D. Newell.



Batlky Carr.'—On Sunday last, Mr. Hep worth, of Leeds, 
oocupied onr platform in a very able manner. His spirit- 
guides based their disoourse on “ Onr Spirit Homes, and how 
they are formed.” In the coarse of their remarks they des
cribed the spiritual habitation of the sin-laden and crime- 
stained soul, as one of utter desolation ; and that misery, woe, 
and despair were pictured on every lineament; and showed in 
telling language the consequence of a career of dissipation, 
selfishness, and crime. They then passed on to that of the 
drunkard. This was somewhat better than the other in out
ward appearance, but inside, all was barrenness. Passing over 
the remainder of the dark scenes of the spirit worl^, they next 
described tho spirit-home of those who had striven for peace 
and harmony while on earth. The result of this was, they now 
enjoyed the rich fruit of their labours. Their spirit-home was 
most pleasing to behold ; both exterior and interior were in the 
most beautiful order and harmony. On every hand surround
ing this home were flowers indescribable in their beauty. There 
were groves and glades, whose grasses seemed to sparkle as 
they viewed them, and all went to make up a home of happi
ness and rest to the soul. Those happy souls dwelling in 
these homes never tired of praising the Great Maker and 
Giver of all life. They then passed on to a stately mansion, 
whose grandeur and architecture was perfection itself. The 
mateiial of which it was composed was of a lustrous trans
parent nature, for it seemed to shine and send forth flashes of 
light as they gazed upon it. They approached and entered its 
portals, and as they did so they felt they were nearing the 
presence of noble, illustrious souls, and in reverence they 
bowed their heads. They entered a spacious reception room, 
and there beheld assembled in conference, philanthropists and 
poets whose brightness surpassed that of the noon-day sun, 
which bespoke a life of high and noble integrity, and a love for 
the true and tho just.—I wish to announoe that on Sanday 
next, Mrs. Butterfield, of Blackpool, will deliver two addresses 
in the above room : one at 2 p.m., and in the evening at 6 30. 
We hope to see a goodly number of old faces. Tea will be 
provided for friends from a distance, at 6J. each. A collection 
will be made at the close of each servioe.— Alfred Kitson.

Manchester.—On Sunday our President, Mr Brown, de
livered two discourses upon the 4t Predictions for 1884” Dur
ing February we will have the following speakers: Primary 3rd,* 
Miss Allen, Birmingham; 10th, Mr B. A. Brown ; 17th, Mr W. 
Johnson; 24th, Mrs Groom.—W. L awton, Sec., M.S.S.S.

Plymouth: Richmond Hall, Richmond St.—On Sunday last, 
our usual Circle was held in the afternoon, over thirty present, 
the majority non-8piritualist8. Three of the sitters, who a few 
weeks since were unacquainted with the subject, gave unmis
takable proofs of mediumistic powers. In the evening Mr 
Clarke was the speaker. After singing the opening hymn/

. Miss Marshall, a young lady who is likely to make a most ex
cellent medium, was controlled to give the invocation. Al
though we have mauy ladies who are mediums, this is the first 

% who has taken part in our public Services. The usual lessons 
followed, after which Mr. Clarke was controlled and gave a 
splendid oration on 44 Jesus, the man and bis mission,” which 
was evidently very much appreciated by the audience. On 
Sunday next in the evening Mr Clarke will reply to written 
questions from the audienoe.—John T. B. Paynter, Sec.

Bradford.—At 2.30. Mr Collins Briggs spoke in the Walton 
Street Church, on 44 The Creation ” giving a spiritual explana
tion of tho statements made in Genesis. At 6 o’clock Mr Briggs 
again spoke, 44 Manic n being the theme, with which he as
sociated other topios. He was followed by Mr Walter Hillam, 
who reviewed the great progress which Spiritualism is making 
all over the earth, and in all oondions of Society.— Cor.

Birmingham: Oozell Street Board School.— Last Sunday 
eyfining, Mr. Mahoney delivered a chost eloquent address on 
44 Spiritualism and -Social Progress,” to an intelligent audience 
and they seemed highly pleased. Some questions were askec 
and answered. On. Sanday next, Mr. Wallis will lecture on 
44 The Love of Life, and Life of Love.” On February 6, Mr. 
Mahoney’s party at Baskerville Hall, dancing, etc.—Cor.

Sunderland.—On Sanday, the Sunderland Spiritual Evid
ence Society’s platform at tho Albert Rooms, was ably occu
pied by Mr. F. Walker, who gave a very interesting and instruc
tive address, which was greatly appreciated by a good audi
enoe. Although Mr. Walker is only a hard-working man in 
the coal mine, he is a deep thinker, and gave some very 
pointed utterances. He is a most energetic speaker, and ho can 
make his audience understand every theory he advances. He 
was ably assisted by Mr. V. W. Pinkney, who officiated as 
Chairman, and gave a few happy and instructive remarks.— 
G. H. P ine  Jones, Sec, S.8.E S.

Falmouth.—On Sunday, the 19th instant, Mr. R. S. Clarke, 
o f Plymouth, delivered two inspirational discourses in the 
Town Hall. Mr. R. Gloyn presided. The subject for the 
afternoon was, 44 Is Spiritualism opposed to the teaching of 
Jefcus ? ” After which written questions were invited from the 
audience, bearing on the condition of humanity here and here
after. A number of questions were sent up to the chairman, 
and were satisfactorily answered by Mr. Clarke’s guides. The 
subject of the evening discourse was—44 Why does not God kill 
the devil ? ” The orthodox dogma of a personal devil, and the

doctrines thereon taught in the churches, were shewn to be 
utterly inconsistent with the existence of an omnipotent Deity, 
infinite in wisdom, goodness, and love, who must have created 
such a being with the foreknowledge that he would mar his 
own purpose. Tin audiences were large, and very attentive ; 
and, we hope the seed sown will by-and-bye bear fruit. We 
are but a very small band who publicly avow ourselves Spiri
tualists ; but many have witnessed tbe phenomena, and have 
expressed their belief in its genuineness. We have no medium 
in our circle, and bigotry has been rampant against us; we 
have, however, lived down a great deal of prejudice, and our 
spirit friends tell ns we shall soon have improved conditions. 
— C o r .

Marylebone: 52, Bell Street.—Sanday, Jan. 27, after a 
hymn had been sung, Mr. Hooker opening the Bible at hazard, 
and lighted on .John, ix., which afforded a most appropriate 
text for the subject of discussion as announced : “ Spiritualism 
and Christianity,” showing that then as now men would not 
believe facts as presented to them, if they happen to clash with 
preconceived ideas. Now as then we have miracles performed, 
though in a less degree, in onr midst, bat they are neither 
accepted by Christian nor materialist, these parties having 
made np their mind. The opener strongly urged that there 
could be no connection between Spiritualism and orthodox 
Christianity, since the united testimony of the spirit world 
ignores tbe fall of man, ignores salvation by faith, knows noth
ing of a three-in-one, or of a material bell, etc. On the other 
hand Christianity ignores miracles, since the time of the apos
tles, or their possibility, even then, as witness 8topford Brooke.
In opposition, a Christian endeavoured to defend his creed, by 
the well-known modern process of explaining away objection
able characteristics to suit modern thought. We still hope to 
continue our meetings, which are freely open to all enquirers, 
but have reason to know that some so-called 44 Christian ortho
dox Spiritualists ” are holding aloof, resentful or fearful of 
fair criticism on what should be the freest platform in the world,
— 0 . D e l o l m e .

The A t h a n a s i a n  Creed.—Mr. Bielfield sends us a letter 
cut from the 44 Penrith Observer,” tbe writer of whioh deplores 
the fact that,44 Never, perhaps, were the Socinians, or, as they 
are modernly called, Unitarians, more sedulous in their attempt 
to stArap oak the doctrine than at present, and it is my painful 
conviction that their deadly heresy is largely infecting every 
professedly Christian Church in the world; that it lurks in 
quarters that we least suspect, and is covertly preached from 
many pulpits of the Church of England. We seem blind to all 
this. We bare been for so many years endeavouring to keep 
our citadel intact from popery, that we have paid but little at
tention t<rthe sapping and mining process, slowly but surely 
progressing at onr foundation.” Notwithstanding that this 
creed was 44 unknown in the very early days of Christianity,” 
yet it has done such good service in suppressing 44 latitudinar- 
ianism and heresy ” that it is usefnl as a bond on the human 
mind, to cause it to snccumb to ecclesiasticial devices. Ul
timately the 44 Church ” will amalgamate with 44 popery ” ; that 
is its only protection. Creeds aro of no use to men who have 
the liberty to use their soul’s faculties.

Exeter.—The reopening of tbo Hall took plaoe on Sanday 
last, and notice preoeded the same in the paper. The hall 
was cicely arranged for the occasion. The rostrnm was occu
pied oy our trance speaker, and a most philosophical oration 
was given on44 Divine Force.” To those who heard tho last Sun
day’s control, a most striking oontrast appeared in the two 
controls. It would be impossible for me to give any idea of 
the sublime nature of tbe spiritual utterances. It needed a 
thoroughly scientific mind to comprehend its nature, yet it was 
characterised with a most explicit manner, and the oontrol 
grasped the whole subjeot in a masterly style.—R. Shepherd, 
See.

M r s . G r o o m  at Oldham.—On Sunday, tbe afternoon servioe 
was somewhat marred by the non-appearance of our friend, 
Mrs. Groom, at the time announced. Happily for us, several 
Manchester friends put in an appearance, and whilst the ohair 
wae occupied by Mr. Thompson, an address was ably given by 
Mr. Ross, another able and prominent member amongst bar 
Manchester friends. Shortly after 3 o’clock Mrs. Groom ar
rived, and taking her position on the platform, was soon under 
control, and took precedence in the servioe. A question was 
asked for, when 44 Reason” was given; and a flow of beautiful 
diction then came from her lips, and she closed the question 
with a poem npou the subject chosen. This was followed by, m 
one on “  The Kingdom of Heaven that is within you.” Another 
poem followed on 44 Nature’s Noblemen,” after which twelve 
clairvoyant readings were given, eleven of which were recog
nised. At 6 o’clock the room was filled to overflowing, Mr. 
Kershaw, president, in the chair. Out of seven subjects sent 
up to the platform, the following was ■chosen for the guides to 
dilate on : 44 How does the control account for the tendency of 
orthodox churches towards spiritualistic ideas, relating to this 
1 fe and the life to come, notably Canon Farrar and his 4 Theory 
of pfogress after death ’ ?” The subject was dealt with for an 
hour; after which poems on 44G<orge Dawson,” “ Milton,” and 
44 John Bright” were given, closing with twenty-three clair
voyant descriptions, seventeen of which were verified.—J. W. 
Barker, Secretary.



WORK IN LEEDS.
The Special Spiritual Mission which has been inaugurated in 

this town, promises to be of a highly successful character. 
Already such results have been realized as we oould not have 
so soon anticipated; it is, indeed, in the best sense a great 
spiritual revival that is taking place, both here and in many 
other places. Mrs. Britten made use of that term respecting 
her work at Newoastle, where suoh orowds have thronged to 
the meetings, that the doors have had to be locked to prevent 
crashing.

The chief feature of the 44 Revival ” here consists in the 
awakening and liberation of souls disembodied. This work 
began in the second meeting on Sunday week, when some half- 
dozen or more mediums united their power in the blessed work 
of redeeming from darkness and thraldom their unhappy 
earth-bound kindred. It was a remarkable and touching 
scene, to listen to the earnest prayers and pleadings of the 
“  controls ; ” in both the English and various foreign languages. 
To the uninitiated, it would have seemed like a strange and 
weird pantomime; but to us it was a glorious work of emanci
pation. It was beautiful also to see these numerous mediums, 
all acting in unison—the unseen workers being evidently bent 
upon a common object. We had evidence on that Sunday 
evening of tbo blessed work having been done through our 
united sympathies, prayers, and efforts.

All the meetings held during the week were largely attended ; 
and with increasing spiritual and mediumistic power, the same 
kind of work was pursued. All present felt and spoke of the 
wonderfukgoofl that was being done; the influence being most 
heavenly. We have held deeply interesting oolloquies with 
these “  spirits in prison,” as they have controlled the mediums 
and described their bewildering experiences. At intervals, the 
more advanced intelligences have controlled and expressed 
earnest sentiments of praise and thanks-giving for the good 
that was being done. Clairvoyants, again, have had their spiri
tual vision opened to see the spiritual realities surrounding us.

This awakening has begnn at tbe oentre, stirring the stag
nant elements to their very depths; and the agitation thus 
created in the spiritual spheres will, under an elevated and 
constantly augmenting spiritual influence, produce a commo
tion and a revolution over a wide and unlimited oircumferenoe.

On Wednesday evening, January 23, we were favoured with 
the presence of the illustrious lady, and inspired speaker and 
author, Mrs. Britten. She gave an oration at the meeting 
room on “  Spiritualism; the Reform, Science, and Religion of 
the Age,” after which she replied to various questions. Thq 
room was quite full, tbe audienoe was thoroughly appreciative, 
Ahd, best of all, a profound hallowing influence seemed to rest 
upon all. It has been to myself an extreme gratification to 
have once heard this celebrated speaker, though I have long 
been an ardent admirer of her printed works. The newly pub
lished work of this inspired teacher, 44 Nineteenth Century 
Miracles,” has come into the hands of several friends here, my
self having the great boon of a copy presented, with earnest 
expressions of appreciation of ray -work, by the author’s own 
hand. This work Is truly a modern Bible, which should have 
a world-wide circulation. Chapters therefrom will no doubt 
be read from many of our pnblio platforms.

The services on Sunday were well attended, notwithstanding 
the snow and stormy weather. The speaker for the day ̂ as 
Mrs. Craven, alooal medium. Her oontrols spoke in the after
noon upon the desirability, in connection with the present spe
cial movement at Leeds, of taking steps for tbe systematic in
struction of the young in the truths of Spiritualism Many 
oogent reasons were suggested in support of the importance of 
this work. The evening service, being the last to be held in 
this room, the controls gave an address appropriate to the 
occasion—reviewing the w6rk of the past; referring to the 
great significance and import of tbe present special work, and 
earnestly exhorting the congregation to the prayerful conside
ration of the important new step they were about to take.

At both services the writer of this presided, and read chapters 
from both the ancient Scriptures and Mrs. Britten’s modern 
bible,44Nineteenth century miracles” ; and also from the Lon
don* daily papers concerning the appearance of the 44 white 
lady” at the Berlin Palace, and the supernatural occurrences at 
'Vienna.

At the second meeting two other female mediums were con
trolled to address the congregation.

A dedication service is to be held* next Sunday morning at 
•the New Room ; in which it is expected that several mediums 
will take part. Public services will also be held in the after
noon and evening of that day.

Omega.
-------- ♦--------

[It seems rather .careless on the p%rt of the Leeds friends to 
'institute a new room for their meetings, and not have the facts 
stated correctly in the List of Meetings. Just before going to 
press wo have read 44 Omega’s ” letter, as the last article set in 
type. We have no time to obtain information to oorrect our 
List, and must go to press with a false statement. We give 
free advertisement/^nd our requirements for accuracy ought to 
^  respected.—E d . M.]

SPIRIT-COMMUNION.
To the Editor.— Sir,—Perhaps some of your intelligent read

ers, well up in the Soienoe of Spirituality, will kindly reply to 
the following.

From personal observation and the testimony of intelligent 
Spiritualists, it appears that the spirit-beings whioh accom
pany us, all act under law,—in fact are simply messengers, 
doing the will of a higher power. Now, instead of speaking to 
them and invoking their aid as cultivating their acquaintance, 
sometimes at a considerable amount of inconvenience and risk, 
is it not much more logioal for Spiritualists in particular, and 
all men in general, to cultivate the acquaintance of t h b  m e s 
s a g e  s e n d e r  rather than that of the m e s s a g e  b r in g e r ,—of the 
friend who s e n d s  the message, rather than that of thepostman 
who b r in g s  it ? Again, are we warranted in detaining these 
spiritual postmen of the Supreme Ruler of spirits, when without 
the least risk or inconvenience we can at any moment have an 
audienoe with the King himself?

Fancy one inviting the postman to oome in for an hour or 
two, when he has a bundle of letters to deliver 1 Yet what are 
we doing in seances, but something analogous?

I therefore respectfully ask a reply to the question : Would 
it not be much betfer for Spiritualists to cultivate the acquaint
ance of the m e s s a g e  s e n d e r  rather than the m e s s a g e  b r i n g - 
e r ? ”—Your respectfully, J .  M it c h e l l .

Newcastlc-on-Tyne, J an. 26,1884.

LINgS ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF DR. JENNER.
Fire trieth the works of every man,

And time discovers flaws 
In ev’ry human work and plan,

In politics and laws.
Even Science taught* in Jenner’s day 

Discarded is to-day,
But Jenner’s vaccine notions stay 

In minds yet—strange to say.
’ Tis thought cow-pox small-pox oan withstand!

Disease oast out disease 1 
A house divided ’gainst self oan stand!

Bat, hear me, if you please.
The c a u s e  of small-pox is impurity 

In food, or air, or dress.
Obey Health Laws—there’s*our security 

’Gainst bodily distress.
J. A. T.

MEETINGS, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd, 1884
LONDON. .

E dowarb Road.—62, Bell at 7, Miss? Dale Owen : “  How to Cure Drunken
ness.”

Marylebonb Road.— Spiritual Mission Room, 16f, Seymour Place, at 11, Mr. 
Hopcroft. At 7, Seance; Tuesday, 7.45, Mr. J. M. Dale; Wednesday, at 7.46, 
Seance; Thursday, 7.46, Mr! J. M. Dale; Friday, at 7.46, Mr. Towns; Satur
day, at 7.30, Mr. Savage. ' J. M. Dale, Sec., 60, Crawford Street, Bryanston Sqr. 
The Room is^Urictly reserved fo r circles. It may be engaged for private sittings. 

Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer Street, W ., at 7 : Mr. Colville,—
WEEK NIGHTS.

Spiritual Institution.—Tuesday, Mr. Colville, at 8.
BaoMproN.— Mr. Pbund’s, 108, lfield Road, Wednesday, at 8, Mr. Towns.
H arrow Road.—At Mr. Wright’s 17, Amberley Road, on Sunday and Thursday at 

7.30. Private Circle, admission, only by previous application.
PROVINCES.

Barrow- in-Furness.— 75, Buccleuch 8treet, at 6.30.
B at^bt Carr.—Town Street, 6.30 p.m .: Mrs. Butterfield.
Bedworth.—King Street, at 6 p.m. Wednesday, at 7 p.m.

'B blper.—Lecture Room, Brookslde, at 10.30 and 6.30 :
B inolkt.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p.m. : Miss Mosgrave.
B irmingham.—Oozell Street Board School, 6.30: Mr. E. W. Wallis.
B ishop A uckland.—Temperanoe Hall, Gurney Villa, 2.30 and 6 p .m .:
Blackburn.— Academyof Arte and* Sciences, Paradise Lane: at 3 and 6.30.
Bolton.—H. A Tovey, 16, Halton St., The Houlgh.
Bradford—Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane; Wakefield Road, 2.30 

and 6 p.m.: Mrs. Gregg.
Wade's Meeting Room, Harker Street, Bowling, at [2.30 and 6 p .m : Mrs.
Ingham and Mr. T. Holdsworth.
Spiritual Lyceum, Oddfellows’ Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 and 6 p.m .: Mr. * 
Collins Briggs.

E xeter.—Oddfellow’s Hall Bampfylde Street, at 6.30.
Gatbshkad.—Central Buildings, High Street, 6.30: Mr. C . G. Oyston.
G lasgow.—2, Carlton Place, South Side, at 11.30 and 6.30: Mr. J. J. Morse. 

Lyceum at 6.
H alifax.— Peacock Yard, Union Street, 2.30 and 6 p.m. Local.
H btton.—Miners’ Old Hall, at 6.30.
K bighlbv.— Spiritualist Lyoeum, East Parade, 2.30, and 6.30: Mr. Armitage. 
L bbds.—Tower Buildings, Woodhouse Lane, 2.30, and 6.30: Mr. C. Ware.
L ibcbstkr.—Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 and’ 6.30.
L iverpool— Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at 11 a.m., and 6.30 p.m 

Mrs. E. H. Britten.
M acclesfield.—Spiritualists’ Free Church. Paradise Street, at 6.30,Her. A. Rush ton. 
M anchester.—Gospel Temperance Hall, Tippping 8treet, Ardwlok, 10.30 and 6.30 s 

Miss Alien, Birmingham.
Morlet.— Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street, at 2.30 and 6: Mr. Hepworth. 
M iddlbsborough.—Granville Lecture Rooms, Newport Rood, at 10.30, and 6.30. 
N ewca8TLe-on-T vnk. —Weir’s Court, at6.30 :
Northampton.—Cowper Cottage, Cowpor Street, 2.30 and 6.30.
North Shields.— Bolton's Yard, Tyne Street, at 6 :
Nottingham.—Morloy Club Lecture Room, Shakespeare Street, 10.46 and 6.30. 
O ldham.— 176, Union Street, at 2.30 and 6.
Pendleton.—48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge, at 2.30 and 6.30.
P lymouth. — Richmond Hail, Richmond Street, at 11, Mr. Burt, Tranoe Address $ 

at 2.45, circle; at 6.30, Mr. R. S. Clarke: Answers to Questions.
Sheffield.—Psychological Institution, Cocoa House, Pond street, at 2.30 and 6.30: 
Sowkrbt Bjudge.—Progressive Lyceum, Hollins Lane, at 2.30 and 6, Messrs. 8oot$ 

and Mon-ell.
Sunderland.—Albert Rooms, 7, Coronation Street, at 6.30, Mr. W. H. Robinson. 
T unstall.—Kathbone Street, Mr. W. Dodson, Medium.
W alsalL.—Exchange Rooms, High Street, at 6.30.
W ist  Pnrotf.—-At Mr. W. Tinkler’s, Eden Terrace, at 6 p.n?.
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N O W  R E A D Y .
MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN’S GREAT NEW  WORK,

N INETEENTH  CENTURY MIRACLES:
OR,

SPIRITS AND THEIR WORK IN EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
♦

A COMPLETE HISTORICAL COMPENDIUM OF THE MOVEMENT KNOWN AS "MODERN SPIRITUALISMS
♦

This W ork forms a M l and exhaustive account o f all the
MAIN INCIDENTS OF A SPIRITUALISTIC CHARACTER w hich
have transpired in r v b r y  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  e a r t h  from  
the beginning o f the Nineteenth Century to the present 
time.

The subject matter has been collated from the most 
authentic sources. The contributors include some o f the 
most learned, scientific, and honoured pefrsonages of the 
age. Testimony has been gathered up (in many instances 
by the Author in person, during her extended travels) from 
every country, and includes the Spiritualism o f all peoples 
whether savage or civilised. The scenes are world-wide, 
but the period of action is limited to the present
CENTURY.

T he Spiritualist will find in this Work a complete 
manual o f every phenomenon he wishes to read of, refer to, 
or describe to others.

T he I nvestigator will obtain a compendium o f  every 
work of value he needs to study.

T he Sceptic will be herein answered, and the 
O pponent refuted at every point

T o every student o f Psychology, Spiritual Science, 
Religious Reform, Mesmerism, Spiritualism and Occultism, 
the Author— in deep earnestness o f purpose and in the name 
o f the wise controlling spirits, who have commanded her 
work, and assisted unceasingly to aid its execution—  
ventures to affirm that, both for this and many succeeding 
generations, this volume will prove a complete library 
o f the subjects dealt with, and a manual o f  incalculable 
value

F O R  A L L  T IM E .

T he Plan of the  W ork includes—
Spiritualism in Germany, France, Great Britain, Aus 
tralia, New Zealand, Polynesian Islands, East and West 
Indies, Cape Town, South America, Mexico, China, Japan, 
Thibet, India, Java, Holland, Dutch Colonies, Russia, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Scandinavia, Spain, Italy, Austria, 
Belgium, Turkey, &c., &c., and America.

Special Subjects treated of.
History of Mesmer and Mermerism— “  The Philosopher’s 

Stone ”— “ Elixir Vitae ”— Somnambulism— Clairvoyance—  
Psychology— Seership, natural and acquired— From Mes
merism to Spiritualism —  Magic— Witchcraft —  Sorcery—  
Necromancy—  Occultism— “ Spiritism ”— “  Spiritualism ”—  
“  Theosophy ” —  Reincarnation —  Immortality demons
trated— Facts, Fancies, and Fanaticisms of Spiritualists—  
Spiritual Science and Religion —  Proofs Palpable and 
Imaginary— Doctrines and Theories versus Corroborative 
Testimony— Hauntings— Obsessions, Spiritual Gifts* Prac
tices, and Spontaneous Phenomena of Various Peoples—  
Origin o f the Modern Spiritual Movement in Different 
Countries— Journalism and Literature of the Subject—  
Antagonism from without— Divisidns within the Ranks—  
Deception and Hallucination —  Thrilling Narratives —  
Wonderful Experiences— Heaven and Hell of Spirit Life—  
"  Dwellers on the Threshold” and Angels in Paradise—  
Revelations of Life Hereafter in all Stages of Progression—  
Spirit Circles1— Spiritual Workers, Pioneers, Journalists, 
Writers, Lecturers, Mediums, Artists, Poets, Healers and 
Martyrs— Trials, Prosecutions, Defeats, and Victories— All 
Sides of the Question— Every Phase of the Movement— All 
Classes of Witnesses— From the Convict’s Prison to the 
Monarch’s Throne-room —  Revivals —  Mass Meetings —  
Spiritual History Cast on the Ocean o f Time —  and 
Eternity.

This V o lu m e  contains nearly  6 0 0  pages, royal octavo, fine tinted paper, 
handsom ely  bound  in  Cloth.

A  lim ited n u m ber w ill be issued, splendidly illustrated w ith  fac-sim iles of 
Spirit W ritin g , A rt. &c., and over F orty  P O R T R A IT S  o f IL L U S T R IO U S  
and C E L E B R A T E D  S P IR IT U A L IS T S  and M ED IU M S.

Prioe for Illustrated Copies ............................................. 15s*
9 without the Illustrations ..................................  12s. 6<L

Postage, Single Copies „ (Parcels Post), 6d.

P u b l i s h e d  b y  W IL L IA M  B R IT T E N , T he L imes, H umphrey Street, Cheetham H i l l , M a n c h e s t e r ; •
E. W . A L L E N , A ye Maria Lane, London, E.C.

•#* Orders received by tke Publisher;  also the Secretaries of the various Spiritual Societies,, and all respectable Booksellers.

MR. W . J. COLVILLE’S APPOINTMENTS. — London.— 103, Great Port
land Street, Feb. 1, 8, p.m. Neumeyer Hall, Sunday, Feb. 3, 3 p.m. Caven

dish Rooms, 7 p.m. Other meetings in proxpjct. See special notices.
B righton.— Feb.
Helper.— Feb. 10, 11, 13,

*  B radford.—Feb. 17.
H alifax .— Fob. 18. K biohlet.—Feb 19.
W. J. Colville is open to engagements in or near London between Sundays Feb. 

S and 10. Address 15, Southampton Row.

MR. E. W . W ALLIS’S APPOINTMENTS—
For dates, address E. W. Wallis, 4, Lower Rushall Street, Walsall.

MRS. HARDING E-BRITTEN’S APPOINTMBNTS. — Mi*. Hardinge-Britten 
will lecture In Manchester, Sunday, Jau. 6, 1884; in Newcastle, Sunday, Jan. 

13 and 30; and -Manchester, the 27th ; also In Liverpool and Manchester, on the 
latemate Sunday o f February.—Address The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham 
BUI, Manchester.

J. -J . MORSES APPOINTMENTS. — G lasgow— 3, Carlton Place, 
JH. South Bide, Sunday, Feb. 3, morning at ll,subjeot—•* Spiritualism as an inter
preter of Religion.”  Bvenlng at 0.30 u Earth venue Heaven.’*

Mr. Morse aooepts engagements for Sunday Lectures in London, or the provinces 
For terms and dates, direct to him at 103, Great Portland St., Oxford St., London, W.

MR. R. 8. CLARKE’S APPOINTMENTS.—P lymouth : Richmond Hall, 
Sunday, Feb. 3rd at 6.30, subject i Answers to Questions from the audience. 

Saltaru.— Feb. 6 th.
A reception at 1, James Street, every Friday, at 8 p.nj,

Athenjpum Jenace. Plymouth.

NEW  MEDICAL W ORK BY
Miss Chandob L eigh H unt (M rs. W allace) Lex et Lux.
PHYSIANTHROPY, oa Thb Hour Cure ahd E radication of Disease. 120 

pages, tastefully bound in oloth, prioe 3s. 6d. Send for Synopsis to Miss Simpson 
as below.

TH IRD EDITION.—(Just Published.)
PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE 

SCIENCE A N D  A R T  OF ORGAN IC M AG N ETISM .
BY MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT.

Being her original Three Guinea private Manuscript Instructions, printed, revised 
and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and practical translations, and the 
oonoentratod essence o f all previous practical works. Numerous illustrations o f 
passes, signs, Ac.

Prioe One Guinea, Paper. French Moroooo, with donble lock and key, 5s. extra, 
best Moroooo, ditto, 7s. extra.

Send for Index, Press Nottoes and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Miss Simpson, Secre
tary, Philanthropic Reform Publishing Office, 2, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, W.

IMPORTANT NOTICE! Before yon sow your form or garden crops, plant, prune, 
bake, brew, set fowls, hire servants, buy, seU, deal with others, marry, travel, 

ask fovours, speculate, or do any thing else, get RAPHAEL’8 ALMANAC for 1884, 
and It will save you pounds.

’it  alsdcontains Birthday Information for every day of the year, a weather guide, 
• numerous tables, prodictions of the chief event* that will happen in 1884, and much 
useful and Interesting information. Price 6d., post free 7d. To be had o f all book
sellers and stationers throughout the kingdom.

Cattt and Dobson, 4, Pilgrim Street, London, E .C .; also J. Burns.

T HE late Henry Melville’s, “  V sritas,”  mentioned by Mr. Oxley as a “  wonderful 
work.”  can be supplied, by private order alone, through Mr. Burns, 15, South: 

ttepton Row, London, W.C. Price 2ls.

•’



S A V E  40 P E R  CENT.
B est Suits—all W o o l,

50s.,
'w o r th  £ 3  lO  O.

CASH ONLY.
JAMES MALTBY, TAILOR, 8, Hanover Plrfce, Regent’s 

Park, N.W. (Baker Street Station),

TO POULTRY KEEPERS.—Increase the number of eggs, by using the Game, 
Poultry and Pigeon Powder. A first class Egg-Producer. In tins 2d.*, 6d., and 

Is. each. Sample tin, 3ld. and 2d., post free. Send for Testimonials, Ac. Manu
factured by Oower and Eve, Corn Factors, 16, .Week 8treet, Maidstone.

LENTILINA.—A delicious Food for Invalids, Infants and General Use, being.
superior to Corn Flour and similar food. In 3d. and 6d. packets; and 31b. 

parcels, Is. 9 d .; 61b. parcels, 3d. 6d.: per parcels post free. Small samples 2d. and 
4d., free by post.—Gower and Eve, Corn * Factors, Ac., 16, Week Street, Maidstone.

Mr. and M rs. H A W K IN S , Magnetic Healers.
AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Free Treatment on Fri

day, front 12 to 4 o'clock. Patients visited at their own Residence.— 143, 
Maryiebohe Road, N.W ., Near Edgware Road Station.

CU R ATIVE M ESM ERISM  A N D  CLAIR VO YAN CE.
"HROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER attends Patients and can be consulted daily 
X from 2 till 5, at No. 5, Roe du Mont-Dore, Paris. Clairvoyant Consultations 
by letter for Diseases, their Causes, and Remedies. For any serious cases, Prof. 
Didier would arrange to come and attend personally In England.

A S H M A N ’S EM BROCATION.
FOR Goat, Rheumatism, Spinins, Bruises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, Pleurisy, 

and Congest! in of the Lungs, Burns, Scalds, Chilblains. Wounds, Cuts, Ac. 
2s. fid. per bottle. To be obtained at a, Sixth Avenne, Queen s Park, Harrow Road, 
W ., and of all wholesale chemists.

MR. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES o f Rheumatism, Gout, Neural 
gia, Lumbago, Epilepsy, General Debility, and several affections of the Hoad, 

Ryes, Liver, Ac., attends Patients from Eleyen to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bul- 
jtrode Street, Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square, W .

MR. A MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every day. Patients 
attended at their own homes. Ciroles conducted. Seances on Sundays at 7.30 

i. Free Healing on Sunday morning at II o'clock. Removed to 116, York Road, 
g's Cross, N.

A STR O LO G Y A N D  ASTR O N O M Y.
T\R. WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Future Events of Lift, at 103, 
JJ  Caledonian Road, King's Cross. Time of Birth required. Fee 2s. 6d. At 
tendance from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.
____________ Personal Consultations only.____________

MR. T. B. D A LE ,

PROFESSOR of Astrology A Astronomy, 3, Highgate Road, Kentish Town, N.W.
Calculations, personally or by letter, on. Nativities, Business Questions, Ac., 

dally from 12 to 8 p.m. Fee 2s. 6d. Astrology Free. Stamp. Lessons given.

MEDIUM8HIP: Writing, Drawing, Clairvoyance, and Trance, developed by the 
perfected “  Automatic Insulator,”  on 44 Crystal Balls,”  with the New Patent 

Registered Exhibition Prize Medal Movement.—Robt. K. Frtar, Bath.

ASTROLOGY. Nativities, by the Ptolemaic system, from 10s. 6d., according to 
amount o f labour in correcting time of birth.—Samarl, 63, Manchester Road, 

Bradford.

w N E P T U N E ,” ASTROLOGER,
24, Wallgrave Road, Earl’s Court, London, S.W .

For terms, send stamped, addressed envelope.

CAROLINE PAWLEY, Writing. Speaking, Healing Medium. By the desire of 
her Guides, no money accepted.—Letters sent first, with stamped envelope for 

reply. 33, Bayston Road, Stoke Newington Road, N.

MRS. KATE BERRY, Maoheio H raler,
2, Biandford Place, Upper Baker Street, W.

PSYCHISM.
M'R. W . EGLINTON

BEGS to say that all Stances must be made by appoint
ment. He receives on Mondays at 8, to attend which 

previous application is necessary. A t home from 3 to 6.
12, Old Quebec Street, Hyde Park, W .

EQUIRBD immediately, a Superior Servant, who is a good Cook, and nnder- XV stands waiting at table. Assistance given in the kitchen. Good wages and 
oomfortable situation with one Lady. Preference given to a person who is clairvoy
ant or mediumIstic.—Apply for address at, Mr. Burns's 15, Southampton Row, 
Holborn.

SB. CECIL HUSK, 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Maxted Road, Peckham Bye, S.E.
Seances—Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 7.30, for Spiritualists only. On 

Saturday evenings at 8.30, at 61, Lamb's Conduit Street, for reception of Friends.

E RANK HERNE, 8, A lbert Road,
Fobr8t L ark, Stratford.

MISS LOTTIE FOWLER, Tranoe, Medical, and Business Clairvoyant, on travel 
In Scotland. Address letters td 16, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

No enquiries answered by letter, except to piake Appointments.

THOMAS, G eneral Corbespor6bht.
Address: Kingsley, by Frodsham, Cheshire.

MR. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test and Business Clairvoyant, Is at home 
dally, and Is open to engagements. Address—99, Llseon Grove, M&rylebone 

Road.

MR. A. DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent, 13, Oswald's Wynd, 
Kirkcaldy.

A SECOND Floor of 3 Tocuns (unfurnished) To Let.—34, Alvington Crescent, 
Klngsland High Street. N.

PRIVATE APARTMENTS.—Mr. J. J. Morso receives Spiritualists at reasons hi ? 
rates. Card of terms sent on application to 103, Great Portland St., Oxford St., W

ISLE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid Ladies will 
be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including Board and Lodging, for 

90s. per week for the six winter menths at this pretty seaside town, which is knownto 
be particularly salubrious.

W O R K S  IN T H E  PRESS.

frow n Octavo, on Fine Paper, Handsome Binding, 5s.

T H E  N E X T  W O R L D  : A  Series of Important Communi
cations from the Spirits of Eminent Personages, through 
the Mediumship of Mrs! S. G. Horn.

frown 8tx>., Illustrated with Portraits and Spirit-Drawings, 5s.

S P IR IT -C O N T R O L S , R ecorded b y  A . T . T . P . Fifty  
of the most* remarkable of these celebrated communica
tions will be Prefaced by a Personal History and 
Observations b yth e Recorder.

-  Second Edition, Demy 8 vo, Price 5s.

T H E  . M E N D A L : / A  Mode of Oriental Divbiatfon • * dis
closing remarkable Revelations in Biology and :Psycho- 
lo g y ; giving the true key to Spirit-agency; and the 
nature. of, Apparitions.; and the : connection between 
Mesmerism and Spiritism. Materialism, the Source and 
necessary .Attendant on Social Disorganization. B y  
E dward B. B. Barker, a British^Yice-ConsuL

To be reprinted from  THE M ED IU M .

T A L E S  O F  T H E  D A Y B R E A K . By Mrs. Ramsay Laye.
I. — F lorry’s T ree : a Spiritual Story for Cnildren.

In a neat form, 3d., or 2s. 6d, per dozen post-free.
I I . — Sybil’s I deal : a Tale of the Daybreak. In  a 

handsome wrapper, sewed, Is., or 9s. per dozen, car
riage paid. Both Tales in 1 v o l, cloth, Is. 6d., or 
12s. per dozen, carriage paid.

Reprinted from the 44 Quarterly Journal o f Scim et,"  Cloth Si.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF
SPIRITUALISM.

BY W ILLIAM  CROOKES, F J tS .
This volume contains the following papers

I. Spiritualism V iewed m the L iqht op Modern Scirxcb.
II. E xperimental Investigations or a N ew Force.
II. Some Fubtiieb E xperiments on Psychic Force.
** Psychic Forcr and Modern Spiritualism. A  Reply to the Quarterly Review 
/ .  CorrespondENfB- A rising oot or  D r. Carpenter’s M isrepresentations 

FI. Notes o r  an Inquiry - into the P hknomena called Spiritual dhring the

Jears 1870—3. In which the phenomena are arranged into twelve pluses.
[irs Florence Cook's M ediumship. Splrit-foims—the last o f  Katie K in g ; 

the photographing of Katie King.
Illustrated with 16 engravings of Apparatus and Methods 

mployed in the Investigation.
L ondon : J. B U R N S , 16, Southampton Row, W .C .

Jiwt published, pp. 83, with vignette;
Price Is., by post Is. 2d.

HO W  T H E  W O R L D  GAJdE T O  AN E N D  IN  1881.
London : Field & Tuer, ye Leadenhalle Presse, E.C. ; 

Simpkin, Marshall & Co.> StationersMIall Court; Hamilton, 
Adams & Co., Paternoster Row, E.C.

WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, &o.
ORATIONS through the Medinmfihip of Mrs. Cora L. V. 

Tappan ; The New Science—Spiritual Ethics—containing 
Upwards of 50 Orations and Poems. 720 pages. Fall gilt, 
with photograph, 10s. 6d .; handsome cloth, 7s. 6d. 

EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM: Records of Extraordi
nary Phenomena through the most Powerful Mediums, 
with Photograph of Author. By Catherine Berry. 2s. 6d.

THE SEERS OF THE AGES, embracing Spiritualism Past 
and Present. By J. M. Peebles. . 5s. . . „
1.—Spirit of the Present Age. IV.—Mediseval Spiritualism.
I. —Ancient Historic Spiritualism. V.—Modern Spiritual tom.

II. —Christian Spiritualism. VI.—Exegetical Spiritualism.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERISM AND ELECTRICAL 

PSYCHOLOGY. By Dr. J. B. Dods. Ss. 6d.
Shows how to become a Mesmerist without further instruction. The beat 

and most popular workpn the subject.
MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By  Alfred

R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., F.Z.S. Cloth, 5e. Embracing:
I.—An Answer to the Arguments of Humet Lecky, and Others Against 

Miracles. II.—The Scientific Aspects of the Supernatural, much enlarged, 
and with an Appendix of Personal Evidence. III.—A Defence of Modern 
Spiritualism, reprinted from the Fortnightly Review.

SPIRITUALISM AS A DESTRUOTIYE AND CONSTRUC
TIVE SYSTEM. By John Tyerman. 6d.

London : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row.
HYSICAL PHENOMENA.—8pirit-Lights and other evidences of Spirit-Power, 
at an old established private Circle. Earnest Inquirers only admitted on Sunday ' 

at 7.30,and Tuesday and Thursday, at 8 p.m. Mrs. Walker Medium.—45, Jubilee 
Street, Commercial Road, E.

FURNISHED Bed-Room to Let. Mr. J. Hopcroft, 140, Lancefield Street, Queen's 
Park, Harrow Road.

iw Parts is. each; Double Parts Is. 6d. each.

BACK TO THE FATHER’S HOUSE. A Parabolic Inspiration. Fourteen 1'erte 
Issued. t

London : E. W . Allen, 4, Ave Marla Lane, E.C.

London: Printed and Published bv Jambs B urns, 
16, Southampton Row, High Holborn, W.C.


