
Established: a s  a  M o n t h l y — J u k e , 1868; a s  a  W e e k l y — A p r i l  8, 1870.] [ R e g is t e r e d  a s  a  N e w s p a p e r .

m No. 721.— Y ol. XV.] LONDON, JAN U ARY 25, 1884. [P rice l£ d .

SPIRITUALISM IN  BELPER.
Certain of the friends in the course of conversation 

suggested, that I  should make the readers of the 
M edium  acquainted with what arrested my attention 
during my visit to Belper. To do so, will be, in my 
opinion, a benefit to the Cause. So I  take pleasure in 
laying a few running comments before the friends of 
the Movement.

Of my own performances I will say nothing further 
than to indicate the opportunities I  had for makin 
observation. I  was in a very unfit state to go abroa< 
to do public work. I  felt so ill during Saturday that I 
was on the point of telegraphing to sav I  was unable 
to go. But I  made the start, with very depressing fore-

lings ; with swelled gums, neuralgia, in a high fever, 
and without appetite or enjoyment o f life, it seemed 
preposterous that I  should go forth as a public instruc­
tor. I  had not a single idea in my head; nothing but 
pains and gloom. My constant work indoors and want 
of restful change, have so enfeebled my nervous system, 
and rendered me so sensitive, that I do not know what 
is to be the end of it. Whatever may happen, do not 
blame Spiritualism with the consequences, nowever 
regretable: though Spiritualists could readily mend 
matters, if the comfort of a brother and the honour of the 
Cause weighed heavily upon them. I am under a deep 
debt o f gratitude to the Belper friends for their kind 
forebearance with me in my infirmities, and the many 
expressions by which they made me feel that they were 
not dissatisfied with my presence. All I  can say is, 
that public life is not such a trial after all, if it can be 
sustamed by one in the condition o f the visitor to Bel­
per on Sunday last.

From the first, the Cause of Spiritualism has been in 
very good hands in this pretty Derbyshire town. Going 
back some sixteen or eighteen years, I  can remem­
ber the kindly presence of the brothers Wheeldoo,

sufferings to others. Yet, had they always been in 
such hands as when at Belper, an unbroken career o f 
usefulness and honour would have marked their life. 
But the varieties o f result that have accrued to Spiri­
tualists through the conduct of these and other 
mediums, are of the utmost importance to the Move­
ment. By them we are admonished that much depends 
on the kind of hands into which a medium falls, and 
also on the motive that inspires the medium. I  hold that 
no medium should go at large, hawking his or her gift

during my periodical visits to the Children’s Lyceum 
at Nottingham. Once when I lectured at Matlock 
Bridge, a waggonette filled with visitors from Belper 
formed the most hearty portion of the audience. The 
able articles of Mr. W . P. Adshead, in the M edium, on 
the physical manifestations of Dr. Monck and Miss 
Wood, were perhaps the most perfect records o f un­
deniable phenomena that ever were published. The 
conditions were such that actual demonstration o f the 
truth of the phenomena was in the possession of every 
sitter, and, indeed, every reader of the reports. These 
two mediums have suffered much, and caused untold

to the highest bidder. The poverty-stricken medium, 
thus thrown upon the world, has a motive of self-inter­
estedness which is irresistible. “  Engagements ”  be­
come an imperative necessity, and the speculator who 
comes forward may be the enemy as likely as the 
friend of Spiritualism. But when the medium is the 
guest of a gentleman who can place his visitor in a 
position where care and anxiety as to liabilities form no 
part, then the Spirit has a condition which gives free­
dom for work, that instructs and elevates all who come 
under its influence.

Several prominent manufacturers in the town take 
an interest in works of progress; amongst whom may 
be named the Messrs. Smedley, five brothers. The 
temperance movement, and in some cases vegetarianism, 
takes a prominent place. Mr. W. P. Adshead has now 
retired from business. He is in good health and spirits, 
and just like the excellent portrait which appears in 
Mrs. Britten’s new book. I  wish I could say the same 
o f his brother, Mr. George Adshead, who has lost his 
sight and suffers from an encroaching paralysis. I 
hope this statement of the case may bring means o f 
relief. Nothing but spiritual forces applied to the 
nerve centres can avail. I  was also glad to meet Mr. 
Welch, a kindly genial gentleman, associated in the 
firm of Adshead and Co. It was a great pleasure also 
to meet Mr. and Mrs. Hitchcock, formerly of Notting­
ham. Mr. Hitchcock is one of the earliest pioneers in 
Spiritualism in this country, and has put into operation 
methods o f work which I  would be glad to see revived. 
Mr. Bodel and others whose names escape me, are 
staunch and intelligent supporters of the Cause.

Great changes have taken place in Belper since 1 
first knew it. A  few years ago I visited the town with 
the view of taking a hall for Phrenological lectures. 
The only available place was connected with an inn, 
and o f very inconvenient access. Now there is a pub­
lic hall, or rather two ; an upper and a lower hall. Mr. 
Adshead and others interested in reform are directors



o f  the hall, and thns reform is made to sustain the hal, 
and the hall helps on reform. There are manyusefu. 
meetings held, which could not be dreamed of were it 
not for this hall. I  reached Belper on Saturday night 
just in time to take part in the meeting of the Blue 
Ribbon Army in this new hall, the one in which the 
spiritual meetings are held, when Mrs. Britten anc 
other eminent speakers visit the town. I  found the 
place crowded— some 400 or 500 persons present, anc 
many had been turned away. Gentlemen o f the town

five the people a free concert on Saturday nights, to 
eep them from seeking entertainment under the aus­

pices of John Barleycorn. Mr. A. Smedley occupier 
the chair. Two violins, viola, violoncello, and piano 
gave excellent selections of music. Then there were 
four violins, a pianoforte duet, a song by a young lady, 
and another by a gentleman with an excellent bass 
voice. A t the close of the first part I spoke for twenty 
minutes on the effect of alcohol on the brain. I 
pointed out that the low or depraved state of the brain 
magnetism caused the spirit within man to operate 
through the lower organs o f the brain, whereas when 
the brain was clear and its fluids pure, the spirit could 
express itself through all the organs, under the 
guidance, of the highest. The evening closed with 
Phrenological examinations, which excited so much 
interest that I  was applied to to give private consulta­
tions. I could not do so, as I was exhausted on Monday, 
and had to return to work at home.

During the interval, light refreshments were served, 
but while the programme was being gone through, the
S eatest order and attention prevailed throughout the 

11. It is very gratifying to see such interest in the 
welfare of the people manifested by employers, and also 
to observe the pleasure bestowed on a large and 
orderly audience. The Temperance Movement has 
proved one o f the strongest arms of practical religion.

When I last visited Belper, Mr. W. P. Adshead had 
just acquired a two-story building, which had been 
used as a warehouse. The upper room he has since 
converted into a very comfortable little chapel. Its 
fittings are all that could be wished. It is light, well- 
ventilated and pervaded by a very fine influence. We 
understand this nice room is at the disposal o f the 
Cause for all meetings that may be required. It is a 
great boon, and indeed the friends are duly conscious of 
the benefits thereby conferred. Mr. W. P. Adshead 
presided at both meetings. In the morning there was 
a remarkably good audience; in the evening the place 
was jammed full. There would be over 200 present. 
It is very pleasant to have Mr. Adshead on the plat­
form. His influence is of the mental type, and it is 
spiritually sustaining. His invocation was a very fine 
utterance. There was great harmony in the audience. 
It seemed all of apiece. To speak to such a meeting is 
a great pleasure. The singing is good ; the harmonium 
is played by some of the friends. In the morning this 
duty was undertaken by a Master Smedley, quite a lad ; 
in the evening a young man, whose name did not trans­
pire, did duty.

The Spiritualists appear to be a numerous and influ­
ential body in Belper. The influence o f spiritual prin­
ciples must be largely felt. Mr. and Mrs. Everitt, of 
London, had been Mr. Adshead’s guests. On my visit 
they were in Nottingham, but they were expected to 
return to Belper again, and Mr. Everitt was announced 
to speak on Sunday. I  heard of sittings with Mrs. 
Everitt, at which the spirit voice was heard, and other 
remarkable manifestations for which that lady has been 
for many years celebrated.

* J. B u r n s .

B i r m i n g h a m .—We have received in an envelope, bearing 
Birmingham post mark, a number of the M e d iu m  annotated in 
the interests of Christianity. As it was insufficiently stamped, 
we had to pay one penny on receipt. I f  the sender will re­
mit this amount it will muoh enhance his religion in our 
estimation; otherwise we must regard the act as au instance 
o f Christian persecution.

MESMERISM IN  A  DEN OF LIONS.
By W . H . H arrison.

I  translate the following narrative from the Journal 
de Geneve, of this day, January ,10th, 1884. The Journal 
de Geneve may be considered the chief newspaper of 
Switzerland :—

The following scene took place on Thursday last, at 
Rheims, in Pianet’s Mendgerie, in consequence of 
Monsiiur de Torcy, who gives experimental lectures on 
Mesmerism, having announced that he would exercise 
his power in a den of lions.

The lion tamer Pianet entered, his wand in his hand. 
He ordered in five or six lions who leapt about in a 
fashion not reassuring, but unde? the gleam of the eye 
and the order o f their master, they crouched in a group 
at one corner o f the cage.

M. de Torcy then entered, and throwing a glance at 
the terrible group advanced tojfche front of the cage, 
saluted the observers, named the (conditions unde?: which 
he proposed to perform the bold experiments, and gave 
his programme of the coming performances. The tone 
of the mesmerist was more determined and his speech 
more precise than usual. Without doubt, notwith­
standing his courage, he had not the power at that 
solemn moment ana in the face of such a terrible 
responsibility, to shake off passing, apprehensions easy 
to be understood.

In a moment, Mademoiselle Lncia appeared; she was 
of strange beauty, with long hair^ and dressed in a 
white tunic; a subdued shudder then passed through 
the observers. She advanced and gave a smiling salute. 
The group of lions remained at rest under the gaze of
M. Pianet.

Then the operations began. M. de Torcy put Mdlle. 
Lucia gradually to sleep by his passes, while sweet and 
langourous music was played on a violin, She passed 
into the various stages of mesmeric extasy. Then, 
while,the subject with extended arms appeared to be 
under the influence o f ravishing delight, M. Pianet 
made the lions rush rapidly backwards and forwards 
in the narrow space between Mdlle. Lucia and the bars 
of the cage, a space so narrow that one of the lions 
ran violently against Mdlle. Lucia, who was smiling in 
an exiatic attitude.

“ Enough ! enough ! 99. cried the shuddering crowd, 
applauding with enthusiasm. M. de Torcy breathed 
strongly on the forehead of Mdlle. Lucia, who awoke 
and appeared all astonished at finding herself in such a 
situation.

But the most difficult, the most terrible rest was to 
come.

The mesmerist again put his interesting subject to 
sleep, and threw her into a cataleptic state o f tetanic 
rigidity. He extended her horizontally, with her head 
on one chair and her feet upon another. This operation 
was not without some danger, because in placing the 
subject M. Pianet had to help M. de Torcy, and to 
cease for a moment to fix his attention upon the pen­
sioners.

But all was well dona Then at the word of com­
mand, the lions passed and repassed, sometimes one at 
a time, sometimes all together, beneath the poor demoi­
selle Lucia; this fantastic steeple-chase lasted for 
several minutes* which seemed very long to the ob­
servers.

.At the close, at the demand of M. de Torcy, M. 
Vianet mode two o f the lions stand upon the rigid and 
inanimate body, and as one of the two would not put 
limself there willingly, the lion-tamer, in forcing him 
to do so, received in the struggle a slight blow from 
the lion's paw, which caused his face below the right 
eye to be marked with blood.

Here the applause was frantic. “  Enough ! 
E nough!" was again the cry. M. de Torcy woke 
up his subject, who rose and bowed.

‘ ‘Have I kept my word? "  said M. de Torcy.
* Yes," was the exclamation from all p? ~ts. One



voice, that of a betting man, no doubt, exclaimed:— 
u I  have lost, but I  do not regret it.”

Such is the report in the Journal de Geneve. Probably 
this Mdlle. Lucia is the Mdlle. “  Lucie,”  whose powers—  
weaknesses perhaps is the proper word— as a mesmeric 
subject, I  witnessed several years ago in the Salon 
Louis Quinze, at Paris, and described at the time in 
The Spiritualist. A  fantastic story about her mesmeric 
trances, which story probably had some foundation in 
fact, was once published in Truth,

Lucerne, January 10th, 1884.

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.
TH E  EFFECT OF S P IR IT U A L  TEA CH IN G .

A  C o n t r o l  b y  “ A m m o n iu s  S a c c a s .”

Recorded by A . T . T . P., January 16, 1884,
[The Medium, who in trance dictates these communications, 

is an uneducated working man.]
The Sensitive, under control, said :—
There is one inevitable fact that Bbould always be borne in 

mind, that to receive the knowledge of spiritual truth, some­
thing more than intellectual ability is needed ; for there are 
many who aro without this ability, yet they have grasped 
firmly that faith which shall help them when natural death is 
meeting them face to faoo. This something more is the will to 
believe; for the intellectual minds which will not to believe, 
will find spiritual truths receding from them. And why is this ? 
Is it hard for the intellectual world not to will to reoeive a 
knowledge of immortality ? It is a fair and much-needed 
questloo, and communicating men and women should not shirk 
it, nor have they any need to attempt to do so.

Intellectual worth acknowledges that to attempt any parti­
cular knowledge, it is necessary to begin at the beginning. 
Now it is in my power, dear Recorder* were I so inclined, to 
give you a list embracing the names of men who adorn this 
day of advanced humanitarian* thought, and who have at­
tempted the attainment of spiritual knowledge, commencing at 
the beginning, and in the beginning have been dispirited. For 
however great may be a man’s station or name, there is always 
some clinging to earth in respect of some unrevealed actions 
of life ; and if spiritual knowledge really exists, it is necessary 
that, if there is a possibility, that these aotions of the past can 
be unveiled. I f these thoughts, which hitherto self-hood has 
considered were known only to Qod and self, if, then, there is 
existing a possibility that these thoughts and these actions can 
be, known and probed to their inmost depth, then those with 
whom this power rests, should be men of probity and honour. 
But when these investigators begin at the beginning, and they 
find that these secrets which have shaken their souls in private, 
when these proofs heap themselves together,—proofs of a power 
tranecending all hitherto known power, one outside of self hood, 
.who can read as easily as in the pages of a primer the secrets 
of his inmost nature—bis hitherto repressed thoughts of self­
hood are made public, unaided by either word, look, or act of 
self-hood.

Then comes the important question—Who is he ? or, Who is 
she, that holds such power as to be able to destroy any earthly 
peace of mind and happiness ? Are they men and women of 
honour, whose probity can be tested ? I f not, let me pause in 
my enquiry into the knowledge of immortality. But this pause 
is wrong, it is a sin against self-hood; it is a surrendering to 
selfish fear. For I, in conjunction with all your surroundings, 
acknowledge that those from whom these secrets come, those 
lips who utter the unspoken thoughts of self-hood; these men 
and these women, denominated mediums or sensitives, are cer­
tainly not models either of honour or probity. Their sensitive­
ness often places them in a similar position to a ship which is 
rudderless ; for they are often without that guide through life 
known as will, and aro tossed and wafted hither and thither, 
the sport and derision of all human desire and passion. It 
may be that there is honour and purity amongst them, but, as 
a body of individuals set apart for particular duties, they are 
in the position of mere mortals having nothing added to their 
virtues or their worth, but rather the contrary ; so that in the 
physical manifestations, which should be the loginning of all 
investigation, intellectual worth asks of itself—What proof have 
I that all this is other than material agency ? Yet the hearts 
of many thousands have been smitten through these sensitives, 
both men, women, and children, imperfect as they certainly 
are. But where can intellect look for perfection? Their 
task, if performed at all, is a task given to unconscious self­
hood.

Then what has their task to do with the imperfections of 
self? They are to demonstrate that death is but a transition, 
and every earth trial a separation of self-hood. In our world 
we find that as we do so are we formed immortal; that as life 
has been realized, and enjoyed, and actively prolonged, so 
heaven’s occupation will produce neither weariness nor lan­

guor ; these sensitives have to prove that the acts and thoughts 
of self-hood are known to myriads of unseen thousands, and 
besides them, to the eternal and supreme Father of all. Why, 
then pause, because all is not honourable and pure? For, 
from these sensitives are proceeding the rich germs of ever­
lasting truth; from them are proceeding the faots that Qod 
the Father of humanity knows best, that of all life’s actions 
charity should take the precedence. That no moment on 
earth gives forth more sweetness than that spent in oharitable 
actions. That charitable living produoes holy believers?

It is their duty to make known the truth that none are shut 
out from the heavens—no, not one; to teach humanity, that 
to love earth-life as self-hood is God’s great gift, and that it 
is solf-hood’s opportunity to prize life for the sake of living. 
But some men are not living; yes, some who have great names, 
and fill high places, are not living intelleo By. They are 
learning something every day, but they are not of Qod. Those 
who are watching are waiting for a change; this duty is what 
forms their first effort, then, as they get perfected here, that 
which is known as being are more fully developed, then they 
become the channels for these communications, which are to 
be a support to the believer. Sensitives then get beyond that 
position of a channel for the use of investigators; they have 
got past that stage, they have obeyed that law, which affects 
them either consciously or unconsciously, the law of progress, 
which has lifted them and enhanced their labour; because the 
investigator then wants to know.

Then, again, there is the investigator who has arrived at 
knowledge, but who is asking in his heart—Of what use is this 
knowledge ? Let him rather first ask of himself: “  What have 
I already gained, now that I know I live after natural death ? ” 
And he must answer—I had formed in my own mind that there 
was in death a great danger of pain and acute suffering, and a 
great hopelessness bound it, and timid humanity feared every 
passing day, knowing that the journey was drawing shorter 
and shorter. But now there is calmness instead of fear; I 
know that whatever the condition, I shall live again. Without 
this knowledge, all that was of me was in the bondage of fear. 
Death was a hard and pitiless event, and fear, however poig­
nant, seemed reasonable. Now that I know, I feel that when 
that moment comes I shall be composed and tranquil, there­
fore, this knowledge has had this effect: It has stripped death 
>of all its terrors, and made it a mere natural event, which all 
humanity must undergo to enter spirit life.

With this knowledge there is a change of self-hood, an inevit­
able change, which becomes a mathematical oertainty. A 
man may think that he believes that he shall live again, but 
when he does know, he beoomes a worker and a thinker on 
earth. The knowledge of immortality is consequently the 
germ from which is born grander thought, advancing observa­
tion and improving reason. There is a loss of bitterness 
against any special set of thinkers, when self-hood realises 
that it lives again; it has become more oharitable; it has 
embraced a knowledge, the highest knowledge that self-hood 
can obtain; but there is always doubt with every act in the 
soul’s advancement; this knowledge, these grander ideas, do 
not at once rush in upon the soul; there are cobwebs, old hard 
thoughts of the past to be demolished first; and it Is whilst 
this struggle is being carried on, that the cry is raised—What 
good is it to my soul, now that I know with a knowledge that 
surpasses former belief?

There are ready and willing teachers who are answering 
these questions, and are answering them plainly, earnestly, 
and fearlessly ; and how are they answering them ? Does thb 
answer turn away the wrath of the orthodox ? Do they cater 
for the favour of sect or party ? I say—N o; for they have no 
need ; they come in the position of teachers, and their primal 
lesson is this: 44 Strip yourselves of all orthodox propositions, 
for we are going to take you back to the beginning of God- 
worship ; we are going to destroy the biblical paradise; we 
are going to drive from your minds the Adam and the Eve of 
humanity, and to deny the garden of bliss, with which they 
have so long been accredited; we are going to call neither aid 
nor help from either angels or serpents. We ask you to strip 
yourselves of these mythical Oriental fables, and to prepare to 
receive the truth respecting spiritual life.”

If you will indulge in these vain reveries, if you will still to 
remain self-deluded, do not blame our channels of communica­
tion. Do not ascribe your refusal to your intellectual capacity; 
but rather lay the blame where blame alone should rest, that 
is, on your wilfulness. And if we ask you to realise your 
Paradise, we also ask you to abandon your H ell; for our 
teaching needs no aid from such an instrument of servile fear; 
our appeal is made to human hopes not to human terrors. We 
sound no dreary depths of original sin or continual degenera­
tion : our theme is progressive humanity’s direction; this, we 
teach, is ever upward. We deny any right of human fear of 
death: death is only to be recognised as the true dawning 
point of spiritual life, a life which, through God’s gift, shall be 
from everlasting to everlasting. There will be no angel 
hymning or chorussing on your arrival: as you have made fife 
worthy, so will your co-equals meet you.

There is much spiritual knowledge that the highest amongst 
us oommunioating ones have not reached. Geologioal eras 
give to man, in time, the idea of time; but in eternity, with



life ever pointing onward, who shall know all of spiritual ex­
perience ; but as we know we teaoh. Answering the question 
as to what good it is hoping by and through our efforts to ore- 
ate a new humanity, hoping to help men onward, to teaoh 
them to lead a manly life, to strip away from death all the 
mystery; to take from death all its terrors, to rob God’s wor­
ship from all obstruction, and to reduoe it to a natural condi­
tion possible to all humanity. This is our aim—How are we 
progressing ? What are the fruits of our labour ? And our 
answer is, that we are progressing, and that our labour is 
betring rioh results. It may not be apparent; it may not 
have arrived at that point to which the greatest enthusiast 
would wish it, but we who are the workers, we who are offering 
humbly our labour for God and for man, can clearly realize 
that, in all grades and under all forms of thought, spiritual 
knowledge is increasing.

It has been claimed that civilization has been indebted to 
Christian teaching. Not one word have I to say against its 
influence secularly; it has certainly made men more just, 
more charitable, more especially when siokness and death had 
gradually crept nearer to them. That it has been capable of 
calling many of the virtues of humanity into play, will remain 
unquestioned by me, and many beautiful and social lessons are 
to be found in that celebrated teaching on the Mount. But it 
is the abuses of Christianity that I question; abuses which 
have been unjustifiable and absurd: unjustifiable because they 
have hurried men into Atheism, into denying immortality and 
God; absurd, because they have destroyed the influence of 
Christianity through the additions which have been heaped on 
the teaching. The belief of spiritual knowledge has entered 
the ranks of the Atheist, who, according to your beloved 
Guide’s definition, are irrational thinkers, a definition as just 
to-day as when he made it on earth. Spiritual knowledge is 
destroying sectarianism, but every addition of Christianity has 
enoaged itself in the thoughts of all men, and although they 
are falling away, it takes some time utterly to destroy these 
fragmentary impressions.

It has been asked: Is the soul capable of two kinds of joy or 
two kinds of fear? and I answer: It is possible : spiritual death 
does not exist, consequently the soul, free from the body, looks 
on its freedom as of value, and could but reluctantly be com­
pelled to come back again. With every perfect control, every 
self-hood, or the body of tho Sensitive receives soul liberty, and 
whilst that control is continuing, the self-hood or sensitive 
would feel reluctant to come back again, hence there is spiri­
tually no knowledge of death by the soul. When I say know­
ledge, I mean, not that knowledge accompanied by fear, but 
the same soul in the body would fear severance as much or 
more than he would fight against being reunited; hence there 
is a fear which the soul feels bodily, but the teaching is directed 
against this bodily fear o f the soul, and a spiritual truth in 
every line repudiates every allegation that death is a hardship. 
Then the returning ones are antagonistic to the fear of death, 
and part of their mission is to battle against it, and their 
strength lies in the truth of that which they teach; namely, 
the law of everlasting progress, which is essentially stronger 
than the orthodox doctrine respecting death and a general re­
surrection. The corroboration which intellect under wilfulness 
refuses to accept, lies in the fact of the various degrees of 
humanity, in which the sensitives are to be found : the palace 
of royalty, and the hut of the savage, and all states of 
humanity between them.

Again, another corroboration lies in the fact of the general 
sameness, which comes with spiritual knowledge; that there 
is no everlasting state, no unchangeable condition for the soul 
hereafter; that all the hereafter is active living service to 
God’s work; no eternal condemnation ; no everlasting un­
changeable state of bliss; no mystical enemy of humanity; 
not even that dreaded being the angel of death, but one un­
broken course for ever and for ever. No idolatry needed in this 
worship; no bending to polytheism ; no possible charge of 
fetishism ; nothing but the purest and highest development of 
self-hood; one life-giver; one natural death bestower, and one 
giver of immortality, the Great and everlasting God the Father. 
There is nothing to offend self-hood in our teaching; no idola­
try of priestly craft, or of priestly office; no consecration of 
roof or rafter, walls or floor. All the earth is made man’s 
place of worship, and He who has consecrated it is God Him­
self. Your guide has said, “  That the Atheist is an irrational 
thinker,” and he added, M if he be consistent in denying God, he 
must deny death” ; this, nature utterly places beyond their 
power to do; for death has reigned since the formation of man ; 
nay, death bad its reign in the post-pleiocene formation of 
geology under some form, for then death found and held its 
sway.

This is oalled another era ; the world has been visited with 
several eras, as each wave of knowledge beats down to this 
world from ours. Another era, a bright and better dawning of 
intellectual worth, another beginning the era of perfected 
humanity. The rival monarch of life has been death. This is 
the era of life alone which has dawned ; the era which is life, 
alone sits king, where death shall no more claim terrified 
humanity as its prey; but in this era the reader will ask, 
Will not men die ? Death will cease to be abstract knowledge. 
Destroy self-conscience; fear of death will pass away and be­

come indeed but a natural change. To this we have stopped on 
the threshold in our investigation. I tell them, it is neither 
just nor loving to indulge in satire or ridicule; for be that 
will not aocept truth, need not to hate it, and further, if all 
this was pointed out so clearly, then would God’s worship be­
come a necessity and be over-ruled, but it is not so in our 
teaching. Will is carefully considered.

With ail your readers of every grade of thought, there is 
the power to accept or reject, and that our teaching can be 
questioned, must be admitted; and that there are many impedi­
ments on the very threshold, over which the investigators 
would pass, must also be admitted, but I pray them not to 
allow the fallibility in word or action of any sensitive, male or 
female, child or adult, to influence their opinion, but to pro­
ceed with their inquiries earnestly and zealously, and as they 
ask so will God give to them even in the fullest measure ; for 
he gave spiritual knowledge to me sixteen hundred years of 
earth time ago. I f he gave it to me and to those who formed 
my world, then as surely will he give it to-day, but we must 
remember that he who would have the door open must first 
make his knocking heard. Ammonius Saocas calls God’s 
blessing down on your labours, and remember, dear Recorder, 
that every century has had its workers, advancing with ana 
under the great law of progress.—Good night.

THE THEOLOGICAL CONTEST.
To the Editor.—Sir,—May I request you to add a few lines to 

the Theological Contest, still lasting on in your paper, from 
one who is a great admirer of “  Lily’s ” 44 Golden Thoughts,” 
and who reads her letters in the Medium with great pleasure 
and interest, and desires to thank her for having thus pointed 
out passages in which are found historical evidences of the 
personality of Jesus Christ. I look on this as another of her 
44 Golden Thoughts.”
, Mr. Oxley, in his letter in the Medium of November 30th, 

identifies her connection to Osiris, the Golden Sun-God of an­
cient Egypt, while saying, that he holds Him to be identical 
with Christ on the spiritual plane; and thus is 44 Lily,” or the 
44 Lotus flower” of Isis, fully justified in her concern to recover 
even the external body of her Lord.

I trust as one of the family of Marys, Maries or Marias, I may 
also be permitted to add an evidence of my endeavour to 
rescue that revered body from the Holy Sepulchre, where Mr. 
Oxley would fain again lay it, while quite coinciding with him 
as to the far deeper importance of that body as a spiritual 
verity.

44 In the Midrashkoheleth, or gloss'upon Ecclesiastes, we 
read: <; It happened that a serpent bit R. Eleazar ben Damab, 
and James, a man of the village. Secania came to heal him, in 
the name of Jesus ben Panther. * This is likewise in the 
Book called Aboduzara, where the comment upon it says,
4 This James was a disciple of Jesus the Nazarene.’ Here, in 
this accidental notice of Jesus by these two Jewish works, is 
a direct and unexceptional proof of his existence; it is un­
exceptional, because if it be not the evidence of unwilling wit­
nesses, it is the evidence of disinterested ones.”

This is an extract I find I have made in one of my Note 
Books, from the first, vol., at page 316, of Higgins’s Anacalypsis. 
I have left this large work in my Library in Paris, or I am sure 
I could find in it many similar testimonies, but am only able 
to send what I copied from it.

Marie Caithness.
(Lady of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre.)

Created in 1877, by the Patriarch of Jerusalem, at the in­
stance of H.H. Pius IX.

-----------+ ----------
THE THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT,

To the Editor.—Sir,—To those who consider me unfair to 
Mr. Oxley, I would ask this question:—

What would be tho verdict of the British Public on the Master 
of one of our Public Sohools, who deliberately took the most 
exemplary boy of the school (acknowledged to be such, and for 
this reason respected and looked up to by the whole school), 
and then and there publicly flogged and disgraced him; ana 
when asked his reason for so doing, answered,44 You must wait 
my convenience for giving my reason, my feelings and wishes 
must be respected ” (to use the words of Mr. Oxley’s much mis­
named friend,44 Fairplay ” ) , 44 and however much I outrage the 
feelings of others, my convenience must alone be consulted in 
this matter.”

Sach, I submit, is now the position of Mr. Oxley 1
I leave the verdict in the bands of every true Briton 1 Mean­

time allow me to thank you for your muoh-to-the-point little 
paragraph in last week’s Medium, ending thus:— 41 We are 
ready to accept truth wherever found, and therefore regard 
tentatively all statements not proven.”

Allow me also to thank Dr. Johnston for his valuable refer­
ence to J. M. Peebles’ work—44 Jesus, Myth, Man, or God,” to 
your readers; and I only hope everyone, without exception, 
will read the first chapter of that work.

* Jesus Is often described by the name of Panther, as Bacchus Is depicted with 
the Panther's skin, the spots on which gave rise to the word Pantheon, or abode of al 
the Gods; and Pantheism, the doctrine which maintains that the Universe is God, 
and in Mythology, Pan, as the God of shepherds.



Oonld that first chapter be published in a cheap form ? If so 
I would gladly bear the expense.—I beg to remain, Sir, faith­
fully yours,

January 22,1884. 44 Lily.”
[Possibly we will reprint this chapter in the Medium next 

week.—Ed. M.]
---------- + ----------

IN THE THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT.
Mr. Burns.—Dear Sir,—We kindly thank you for the just 

manner in which you publish matter on both sides, thus pro­
moting free inquiry. I should not hare written this but for 
the unfair critique of a 44 Bible Student.” Let me tell that 
friend that he is not the only Bible Student by a great many 
in the world, and that the next time he favours us with an 
epistle, to be more choice in the selection of terms : as such 
words as 44 silly,” 44 pitiable,” 44 rot,” and suoh like, while they 
do not make the least impression on me, tend to lower him in 
moral tone. The cause of heavenly truth was never promoted 
by high words and low language. If our system is to be an 
improvement on the old, then let us not forget that love is the 
highest law. 44 In malice be children, but in understanding be 
men.”

Statements made appear confused and contradictory. Jesus 
coming back in spirit, we are told is opposed to the divine 
olaims of the Christian system; and yet in the same breath he 
says, “ Christianity was concocted between Alexandria and 
Borne.” Why don’t he tell us, 44 The disciples were first oalled 
Christians at Antioch ? ” People chose to call them after their 
master, and those disciples went from Jerusalem to Antioch, 
showing that Palestine was the birth place of Christianity and 
not Egypt.

Ana then the Bible is spoken of as contradictory and illogi- 
oaL Dr. Johnson once said of the Bible, that it was a gold 
mine. Gold is found mixed with quartz rock or baser metal, 
so truth is found mixed with error. The Bible contains God’s 
word, intermixed with historical matter. It has blemishes 
even as the sun has dark spots on its disc, yet nevertheless 
both are from one author. It contains apparent contradictions, 
so does Spiritualism, yet more apparent than real. If it can- 
not be relied on historically, then on the same principle, good­
bye to all history. Nothing can be relied on in the past. 
God’s Word is in harmony with all his works, a beautiful sym­
bolism pervades the whole. The cross belongs to all peoples, 
and to all' systems, but especially has it been adapted by 
Christians as a sacred symbol. It is written up in the sky 
in characters of living light in the southern hemisphere. The 
cross of self-denial was borne by Jesus, and must be borne by 
every one of us, so let a man deny himself. And then the , 
character of the Shepherd was more Jewish than Egyptian. 
In Genesis xlvi. 34, Joseph said to his father: 41 Every shep­
herd is an abomination unto the Egyptians.” Of course I have 
read the twenty-third Psalm, wherein David, who possessed 
spiritual gifts, referred to him who was to come who oalled him­
self 44 the good shepherd.” In thinking of David’s imperfections 
let us remember that all mediums are open to bad as well as 
to good influences. Let us continually pray that the mantle 
of heavenly love may be thrown around them in the hour of 
temptation.

I will give a few more inscriptions from Bom an Catacombs 
Not only have we the cross and the shepherd; but the name 
o f Christ is repeated, and the actions of his life are figured in 
an endless variety of forms. 44 In the Consolate of Festus, on 
the third nones of October, a wife—the type of modesty—In 
this place I lay my bones. Spare your tears, dear husband 
and daughter, it is forbidden to weep for one who lives in God. 
Buried here in peaoe. Here lies Gordianus, once deputy of 
Gaul, who was murdered with all his family for the faith. 
They rest in peace. Theophila, his handmaid set up this.” 
Again: 44 The sleeping place of Elpis ”—Virginias par mo stetit, 
ap. n .,44 Virginias remained but a short time with us.”

44 Bible Student ” says that anoient spirits come back. Then 
why not the spirits of the martyrs or Jesus ? I f you make the 
conditions heavenly, they can, and do. They do not deny the 
Apostles, but they denounce the present system. To explain 
the gospel, and to explain it away, are two different things.
0  ye Spiritualists, look higher, yours is a glorious destiny, all 

igs are yours. Your Heavenly Father himself can come 
and dwell in his favourite temple, if you make it pure, in the 
Eden of the soul, speaking in accents of mercy through con­
science. Did not our exalted friend Buddha, in the dark ages 
of the world, teach divine illumination. Our Lord also said :
44 I f  a man love me, he will keep my words, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him and make our abode 
with him, the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s 
which sent me.”

I  think we ought to highly appreciate the kind efforts of 
our Spiritual Sister 44 Lily,” who is trying to make us wiser and 
happier, and leading us nearer to the Kingdom, and not away 
from it. Just a short experience before I close, which may be 
received as spiritual food by some, especially by those who hold 
the same views as the lady spoken of.

Kynnersley Lewis, the poet, paid me a visit some time back. 
We sat together over a cup of tea by ourselves. He being a 
good clairvoyant, suddenly exclaimed,441 see one dressed ps a

Boman Catholic Priest in the room. He has been listening to 
our conversation.” He had been asking me what I thought of 
the Bom An Catholicism. I said I thought it was an inspiration 
from below and not above. I think of it now as a careless, 
unwise remark, as we ought to be oareful how we speak. I 
woke up in the middle of the night in a fright. The spirit of 
the Boman Cotholic Priest spoken of stood over me. His hand 
was material—he said, 44 Do you say our Church is from below 
and not from above ? I  will tear your heart out.” With that 
he olutched me so violently in the side near the region of the 
heart as caused me great pain. I could hardly breathe. Two 
or three times over I called to him whom I follow, I said,44 0  
Jesus, save me, you saved Peter, save me quickly.” A heavenly 
form stood by me, a soft hand was laid in mine. The other, 
who would have done me barm, was waved away, and I 
thanked God that the Son of His Love, saved me, but I felt 
the pain a week afterwards, the place looked like a bruise.

Hoping my humble words will be received in the same kind 
spirit in whioh they are given.—I remain, dear sir, yours 
faithfully. J. H u m p h r i e s .

Peck ham.

ON VISITING THE DOBE GALLEBY. 
A n  A p p e a l .

By 44 Lily.”
Is there one heart by Conscience led,
Is there one Soul by virtue fed,
Can gaze upon that Saored Head,

And say, 441 know Him not ” ?
Is’t not enough that onoe of yore,
That Gentle One deep anguish bore,
When he, who followed Him before,

Cried out, 441 know Him not ” ?
And shall we now, in this our day,
Hear Him declared unknown ? Oh, say, 
Will ye His tender love repay 

By this,441 know Him not ”  ?
Ye Mothers, will ye hear unmoved 
These words of Him, who dearly loved 
Your babes ? Shall they go unreproved 

Who say ,441 know Him not ” ?
Is there another, who could bless 
As He, your babes in tenderness ?
Can ye recall such love as this,

Then say, 441 know Him not ” ?
No winder women of that day,
Proved faithful to their Lord for aye;
That n o n e  were found to turn away,

And say ,441 know Him not ”
Ye sons, who on your mother’s knee 
Have lisped that name of purity;
Ob, can ye now forgetful be,

And say ,441 know Him not ” ?
Have ye not felt betimes, that He 
Was near ye ? Praying much that ye 
Might ne’er forget that mother’s knee,

Or say, 441 know Him not” ?
0  Fathers, Brothers, Sisters dear,
Hath not that name, through many a year, 
Sweet comfort brought ? And can ye hear 

Now said,441 know Him not ” ?
Can ye His sympathy recall,
His pitying tear for those who fa ll;
His gracious gentleness to all,

And say ,441 know Him not ” ?
Then round Him rally, Women, Men I 
With fire of love protect His name 
From all assault! That ne’er again 

Be said,441 know Him not.”
Be true to Him, as He to y e ;
Show front of steel, that all may see 
Ye shrink from n o n e , whoe’er they be,

Who say ,441 know Him not ” !
Then,— Angel aided—shall be won 
Truth’s victory, in light of Sun 
Before the Universe! and n o n e  

Shall say,441 know Him not ” !
January 15,1884.

A post-card from Mr. J. Beginald Owen, 5, George Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S.A., states that he was united in marriage 
on December 27, in that city, to Mrs. Mary Brown, an artist, 
of Liverpool, England. She is a valuable medium. The 
couple hope to make valuable associations amongst Spiritualists 
in a city where Spiritualism is a distinot plank in the political 
platform. Mr. Owen promises to report furthe as to the work 
whiph he anticipates putting his hand tojbefore long.



MEDIUMSHIP.
S P IR IT U A L IS M  A T  H O U N S L O W .

T o the Editor.— Bear Sir,— Knowing the very great inte­
rest you take in the progress of Spiritualism, I  have taken 
the opportunity of forwarding an account of a seance held at 
Mr. T --------*s, of Hounslow, on Thursday last, January 10.

The medium, Mr. C. Husk, of Peckham, was known to 
most of the sitters, that gentleman having been to Hounslow 
on two previous occasions, and had already won the esteem 
of those who know him for his affable and genial manner.

Having taken our respective* places, we linked hands and 
extinguished the light. W e  had scarcely done so, when the 
candlestick was taken from off the table and placed upon the 
piano. Presently a musical-box lying upon the table was 
wound up, and played a variety of sweet tunes. Sometimes 
the barrel would be made to revolve very fast, at others very 
slow. A t  other times they would allow any number of notes 
to play at request, take it off the table, and play it upon one 
of the sitters* heads, showing their perfect control over it. 
This was followed by some sweet strains being played upon 
the fairy bells; they floating al*ound the room, touching the 
ceiling and the various sitters. Like a sweet, soft lullaby 
they struck upon the ear, so soft that it seemed like the gen­
tle breath of angels blowing upon them. Again they would 
be made to sound so loud, that it seemed the wires would 
break. The piano and tambourine were then played ; and at 
one time four instruments were playing together, and two of 
our spiritual friends conversing in the direct voice.

Mr. T --------*s little daughter intimated her presence, and
was seen and described clairvoyantly by one of the sitters. 
Bhe played part of the hymn, “  Onward, Christian soldiers,” 
on the piano and fairy bells, and her light, which was dis­
tinctly seen by all in the room, floated over her father’s head, 
and then seemed to dart towards a painting of her hanging 
in the room.

T o  enumerate half of what we saw and heard would en­
croach far too much upon your valuable columns. Suffice it 
to say, the seance was one than which I  have never seen ano­
ther more interesting and convincing. I  had a dear friend, 
passed away about ten months since, come and speak to me, 
so naturally that I  distinguished his voice directly I  heard it, 
as also did many in the room who knew him.

W e  had “ John King ” shew himself to everyone in the 
room. “  Irresistible,” “  Ebenezor,” the “ Greek Priest,” the 
“  Indian,” and his daughter, besides many others, were pre­
sent, and did so far as the power allowed them, to convince 
one and all of the Truths of Spiritualism.

Spiritualism is causing quite a stir in Hounslow. Those 
who have investigated are obliged to confess to the truth of 
i t  Bitter are the invectives, uncharitable are the remarks, 
coming from the lips 6f professing Christians ; whilst we are 
told by some that we are “  ghost hunters,” “  devil Btirrers,” 
and “ sulphur smellers.” How many allow others to control 
their reason, and hold their minds in bondage, but how very 
few dare to think for themselves. How easy it is to go along 
in the stereotyped groove of orthodoxy, to be a machine 
governed by other men*s minds, and enslaved by their opin­
ions. Spiritualism teaches men to think for themselves, and 
whilst finite man too often is bloated out with his own con­
sequence, it shows too plainly how little we know and how 
much we have to learn.

I will forward at future dates, if you think it worthy of 
your columns, passing remarks of our progress in Spiritualism. 
— Faithfully yours, W alter H ardwicke.

Hounslow, January lo , 1884.

-----------♦ ----------
A BfiMABKABLE CASE OF HEALING.

To the Editor.—Sir,—I cannot longer refrain from bearing 
my testimony to the great and wonderful power possessed by 
Mr. I. Hawkins, No. 143, Marylebone Boad, as a magnetio 
healer. I can assure you, Sir, when I went to him—and it was 
through you that I did go on that occasion—I was ill and 
weak, and as you and others said, I looked truly ghastly. And 
indeed, I felt that I  was about to take my departure from 
earth-life; and which opinion was general in the town (King­
ston) I  believe; and my medical adviser, whom I had been un­
der nearly six weeks, was rather of the same opinion.

I bad been a fortnight with my friends in Wiltshire, where I 
was taken very ill indeed, on Maroh 10, with congestion of the 
liver. I was under medical treatment, and unable to return 
home for some time; and when I did propose making the 
journey, the doctor was much opposed to my doing so. One 
fine day I made up my mind to make a start, though the doctor

considered it was at the risk of my life. I managed to get 
home, but was obliged to place myself next day again under 
medical treatment till the end of April, when having to go to 
London on particular business (though scarcely able to crawl), 
I called on you, and you strongly advised my going to Mr 
Hawkins.

After great persuasion I went, and found him at home. 
Having just operated on a lady, whose place I took, he com­
menced by tal g my hands in his fdr a short time, the per­
spiration flowing from my arms. He said:—

“  Bow very low you are in vitality. Wonderfully low : why, 
what is the matter with you ? ”  And then, placing his hand on 
my side, he said: “  Have you a pain here ? ”

“  Yes, rather a severe one at times,” I replied.
“  Oh, I thought so, for I felt it.”
He then placed his hands back and front, over where the 

pain was, and it instantly left me. He then commenced mani­
pulating me all over, the heat of his hands making me perspire 
very freely, and within an hour or so, having partaken of tea 
with Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins, I left as well as ever I was in my 
life, and walked away from his late residence in the Easton 
Boad, near Gower Street Station, to your place, 15, Southamp­
ton Buw, at the rate of from four to five miles an hour; greatly 
astonishing your representatives in the shop, and then away 
upstairs to you, who then said you could scarcely have believed 
it possible for such a wonderful effeot to have taken plaoe in so 
short a time.

I  then went away to Waterloo Station to oatoh the 6.40 p.m. 
train, where I met a friend who knew the condition I had been 
in, and he was astonished at seeing mo so well and so com­
pletely restored in so short a time. Bat such is the case, thank 
God for i t ; and I have remained well and hearty ever since. I 
feel I owe Mr. Hawkins a debt of gratitude, and a duty to 
others similarly afflicted, to induoe them to try the same means 
for restoration to health at his bands; and with this I must 
oonolade, and remain, dear sir, yours respectfully,

Kingston, Jan. 1 6 ,1 8 8 4 .  W. J. O h a m p e r n o w n e .
[Mr. Ohampernowne has not over-stated the facts. He could 

scaroely walk, looked most dejeoted, and it took much urging 
to get him in the mood to try Mr. Hawkins. It literally made 
a new man of him.—Ed. M.]

ECCLESIASTICAL UNITY.
At S t Peter’s Cathedral, the Yen. Archdeacon Colley mado 

reference on Sunday evening to the meeting held at St. Sa­
viour’s last week, and urged Church of England people to at­
tend the adjourned meeting to-morrow, to help forward the end 
of ecclesiastical strife. Taking for his text the words, “  Take 
thee one stiok and write upon it, For Judab, and for the child­
ren of Israel bis companions; then take another stick, and 
write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the 
house of Israel his companions: and join them one to another 
into one stick; and they shall become one in thine hand,” 
(Ezekiel, xxxvii., 15-17), the ven. gentleman, at the close of his 
discourse, said:—

Touching ecclesiastial differences which divide us, but which, 
I trust, are in a fair way of being healed, lot me say that we 
should deserve this stiok about our backs if we did not do all in 
our power to restore unity, and “ join the stick of Ephraim to 
the stick of Judah,” that they may beoome one stick in our 
hand as good Churchmen, properly to chastise the perversely 
wicked, and point the way to honest seekers after the good and 
true to the goal of their earnest wishes ; that, sinking our dif­
ferences, we should, in each man serving his neighbour— 
strangered too long from his heart by the sorceries of creeds 
—thus practically “  serve God with one consent.”

The words written on one stick are very nearly the same as 
the words written on the other stick. We say the same 
prayers; we recite the same creed; we read the same Scrip­
tures. Our polity is parallel; our method alike episcopal; our 
strength equally derived from ihe people; sibboleth and shib­
boleth are similar. Why should we quarrel about a single let­
ter, jot, or tittle ? It is a nice thing to be able to spell the 
word correctly, and pronounce it so as not to have our ortho­
doxy called in question; but it is a nicer thing to be able to 
forget the accursed word altogether, that “ Ephraim may no 
longer envy Judah nor Judah vex Ephraim,” and Churchmen 
wisely not care a straw whether our creed be tweedledum or 
tweedledee, so long as each acts fairly by the other in friend­
ship and the forbearance of love.

“  For modes of faith let senseless bigots fight;
He can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.
In faith and hope mankind may disagree,
But be our one concern broad charity.*’

I  make these remarks, being desirous of noticing the invi­
tation given by the South African Churoh to attend an adjourn­
ed meeting to oonsider the present ecclesiastical position. It 
is unfortunate that the former meeting did not, as this forth­
coming meeting, I fear, will not, take place on neutral ground, 
as would be most fitting and reasonable. Still, strong in our 
own position as loyal members of the Church of England, we 
may oonoede to the weakness of the other' party, and not re­
fuse to meet them oh their own ground, and so endeavour to



bring them back to the liberty and compehensivenesB of oar 
Mother Church, which in the happy past th#y unwisely quitted.

Gontly, therefore, to point out the errors that were conspic­
uous in the report of last week's meeting at St 8aviour’s, and 
contribute our best in sober, dispassionate statements of faot, 
i n order that we may arrive at the truth, which I trust may be 
f poken in love, let those of us who can, respond to the invita­
tion and attend next Wednesday evening, being earnest to 
pave the way for the return to us of those who left, u s : 
remembering that the glory of the Church of England is its* 
grand breath, with utter absecne from narrowness and intoler­
ance, and its wisdom in encouraging and comprising within its 
pale all schools of Christian thought.

For with Catholicity, Comprehensiveness, and Charity, it is 
our privilege as Churchmen at once to be High, Low, and 
Broad: Broad without Scepticism; Low without Calvinism; 
High without Bomanism. The first with liberty of thought, 
not licence. The second with quietude of lifo, non-Pharisaio. 
The third with development of tatt', non-Kitnalistic.

But the man who is a living compendium of the spirit of this, 
may be a professor or non-professor of Christianity—a man of 
»ny religion, or no religion and be just as good either way. 
F or: -

The upright, honest-hearted man,
Who strives to do the best he can.
Need never fear the Church's ban,

Or bell's damnation;
For God requires no speoial plan 

For his salvation.
The one who knows our deepest needs,
Cares little how we count onr beads;
For righteousness is not in creeds,

Or solemn facee,
But rather lies in kindly deeds v

And Christian graoes* ■>
The Times of Natal.”

CONTENTMENT.
An impromptu poem given by the spirit “  Wlnonn,”  through her medium, W. J.

Oilville, in Barrow-in-Furness, 17th Jan., 1884, by request of iris hottest, Mrs. Wftlm-
»Iey, at her residence

Contentment! do we hear the word _
Vibrating from your states below ?

Are ye content with earthly goods—
Content to reap whate'er ye sow ?

Are ye content with Nature’s charms,
With hills and valleys, skiee and seat - 

Or is there yet a lingering wish 
For some diviner harmony ?

Contentment—’ tis a word divine,
Freeh borrowed from an angel’s psalm.

Unto the world It enreiy brings 
A touch of life's celestial balm;

It speaks of pleasures undefiled,
Of satisfaction known in heaven,

Its fulnese ye can never know,
Till all your thoughts to love are given.

The weary world is discontent,
The eager, bustling throngs of earth,

Intent on pleasures and on gold,
Can never know the untold worth 

Of treasures which no thieves can steal,
No moths can e’er corrode away ;

The soul Itself is ne’ er content 
With what comes short of love’s pure ray.

Ye may have gold, and lands, and case,
And everything that earth counts dear;

Ye may have health, and friends, and all 
That sense can yield your hearts to cheer;

And yet to feel a discontent,
A yearning for some purer joy ,

Ye still aspire to larger life;
And to a more divine employ.

Why is it that the globe so fair,
With all its wealth of loviest store,

Can ne’er content the human mind ?
Surely because the soul needs mere 

Than all the treasures o f the East,
Than all Arabia’s far-famed gold;

To satisfy it? native wants,.— - 
Wants which ne’er fade, can ne’er grow old.

Bnt even on this mortal plane,
Where sprits agonize and sigh .

For purer and diviner things 
Than life’s gay pageant passing by,

There may be still a sweet content 
For faithful souls, whate’er their lot,

For in the treasure house o f soul 
No thought of love is e’er forgot.

And sometimes when, toward your sphere,
Bright thoughts on airy wing may stray,

And purest intuitions yield 
Heaven's sweetness on life's chequered way,

Ye know not whence these sunbeams come,
Ye know not whither is their flight,

Ye only know they bring yon peace, i
And make yoo* ires with Joy more bright.

Perhaps it may not be on earth,
Bat surely In the life beyond 

Will ye behold the Mailing ranks 
Of those who in love's mystic bond 

Unto your spirit still arc bound.
Because ye blessed them while below, 

Their gratitude has reached your state, 
Bright as the light and pure as snow. 

Your discontent is evidence 
That there are lessons yet to learn, 

Something unconqnered in yonr breasts, 
And into higher paths to turn 

Yonr thoughts and energies, there come 
Foreshadowings of a better day,

And ye ean never be content 
Till ye have found that perfect way. 

But some day, somewhere, every soul 
Shall in God’s fulness be oootent; 

Awake up satided, and know 
That all the sorrows time has lent 

Have rounded out In full-orbed joy 
The soul that suffered and been tried; 

For every one who bears life’s cross 
Shall with ltiorownbe glorified.

Strive, while on mortal ground ye tread,
To sow bright flowers in other’s way ;

Follow the promptings of the souL,
And love's path to cloudless day.

Your souls will mount along the steps 
Of sweet contentment, heavenly peaoe.

To know that blessing has been given 
Through yon, must bring God’s perfect peaoe.

Barrow limes, Jan. 19, 1884.
[As we have not bad an opportunity of printing one of Mr. 

Coiville's poems, we take advantage of the above wbiob baa 
been sent to us. It is not only very fair verse, bnt a good de­
finition of “  Contentment.”  The copy having been mislaid we 
have bad to supply a word in the seoond line of seoond last 
verse.—E d . M.]

-------- ♦--------
Batlky Carr.—On Sunday last, Mrs. Gott, of Keighley, 

occupied our platform in a most efficient manner. Her spirit 
guide addressed the audience In symbolio language; likening 
our earth-careers to the sailing of boats o'er the ooean of life, 
where a great many are wrecked on the rooks of temptation, 
when the life-boat of the spiritual teaoher ought to be launobed 
to their rescue. After addressing us in this style with ardour 
and warmth, her guides conducted her down the centre of the 
room, and there gave some very valuable information to a 
number of strangers; revealing to them powers that are lying 
dormant in their natures, that would, were they cultivated, be 
blessings not only to themselves, but their families and friends 
also. The first one was a lover of truth who had suffered som« 
persecution for its sake: he wanted to find the truth, and we 
were assured that in his search for it, that he would be induced 
to visit us again and again. They said that he liked our 
teachings so far, but was not satisfied; and when he entered 
the spiritual fold he would be a worker, one that would 
be a credit to the Cause; would augument its intellectual 
power. The disposition and bent of mind he acknow­
ledged to be oorreot. The next was an aged man, yet 
looking full of vital force. They said that he was like the 
first with respect to Spiritualism; he was muoh interested; 
but not fully satisfied. People said that he was short-tem­
pered. But what of that. Behind all this there lay a tear of 
compassion, and he was ready to extend the hand of fellow­
ship to them, and did not bear any malioe. Oorreot. They 
Informed him that he possessed good healing power, and re­
commended him to oultivate it. I  might go on detailing the 
remarks made to eaoh favoured one—for such they were— 
did not your spaoe forbid. But I must not omit to mention two 
cases : one had gifts of olairvoyanoo and the other was greatly 
medtumistio for physical phenomena. The room was crowded 
to its fullest capacity. At the dose your humble Correspondent 
remarked that those friends that had received such singular at­
tention and possessing gifts whioh up to the present had been 
lying dormant, he should reoommend them to form a family 
circle where trick, etc., would be impossible, and so put to the 
test the assertion that they possessed such wondrous power. To 
enable them to do this, a leaflet containing information on the 
subjeot, and, also, rules'how to conduct the circle, would be 
presented to eaoh at the close of the service. I, also, gave 
them a cordial invitation to attend our Thursday night meet­
ings, when, if they desired, they could become members, and 
so enjoy the imnefits of the 1 rary. A number of entire 
strangers stayed after the rest had withdrawn, to gain farther 
information relative to their gifts, whioh was tendered in 
brotherly oonfidenoe. In short, a true spiritual awakening had 
taken place.—Alfred K itson.

A letter for “  Mrs. Fitzgerald has been addressed to our 
care. We know two ladies of that name, but do not know 
their present address. We hope this notice will plaoe us In 
communication with them, and enable the letter to find the 
true recipient.
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say that if he were in a way of business, he wonld give his 
sittings free to all the Societies round about. 1 think we could 
do no better then put Chambers, or some other physical med­
ium, in a way of doing, so that we would not have so many 
peep shows for people when they have to pay. Now I propose 
that we get up a kind of testimonial to raise a little money to 
put our Brother Chambers in a little way of business.—Hoping 
to hear something more of this, I  am years truly, W i l l i a m  P a t * 
t e r s o n , Garden Street, Gateshead.

It was with great pleasure that we received through Mr. 
Towns the kind message from Mr. Overton, in Australia, ac­
companying his annual subscription to the Spiritual Institution. 
Mr. Overton seems to know how we are going on here, and wo 
aro glad to feel that we still merit his kind support. Long 
m ay he be in the form and able to give oountenanoe to the 
spiritual worker.

Miss Lottie Fowler is located at S3, Downing Street, Man­
chester, and is at liberty to give sittings every afternoon. It 
is wise to make an appointment. There is a demand for her 
presence in Edinburgh. *Her Northern tour was somewhat 
too harried. She says Mr. Colville had a grand meeting in 
Manchester on Sunday.

Mr. Colville will speak in Mechanics’ Hall, Halifax, on Sun­
day, January 27, at 10.30 a.m., 2 30 and 6.30 p.m., also Monday 
and Tuesday, January 28 and 29 ; in Longton, Staffordshire 
(Town Hall), January 30; he arrives in London January 31, 
and stays till February 9, when he proceeds to Belper.

Legacies on behalf o f the Cause should be le ft fa the name o f "  James 
B u m s”

TH E M E D IU M  AND D A YBR EA K .
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 1884

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
A number of artioles must wait till next week. Then we 

will give a very full number, as it is likely that Mr. Peebles’s 
chapter on the “  Personal Existence of Jesus,” will be inserted. 
It will he an excellent number for wide circulation, and we 
SQlicit orders on our distribution terms, as stated in another 
column. As the M e d iu m  is  perhaps the only paper in Great 
Britain which handles theological questions without bias, it will 
be hailed with gladness by many truth-seeking minds. We 
wish we could get our readers universally into the mood to 
hand it about'freely.

That is a very interesting article on Japan, whioh we copy 
from an American paper. Ecclesiastical Buddhism is no more 
like the “ Light of Asia” than Christianity is like the Gospel. 
There is only one gospel of spiritual truth; and it has been 
reiterated again and again. There are many eoolesiastioisms, 
and they are wonderfully alike in their tactics. It is signifi­
cant that Japan is exfoliating its “ Buddhism” and return­
ing to a simple faith, just as the Westerns are exfoliating their 
“ Christianity” The engineering and artistic skfll of the 
Japanese is of a high order. They do not seem to come upside 
of Christians in bloodshedding machinery ; and possibly their 
“  art” has not developed piotures equal in tone to the slums 
of outcast London. But, you know, Christianity is the only true 
religion. Speaking of “  heathenish ” idols, we hope “  Emile ”  
does not overlook the bleeding corpse, nailed up, and 
worshipped as a god throughout Christendom. People who 
live in glass-houses should not throw stones.

The seventh anniversary of Mr. Towns’s weekly oirole at the 
Spiritual Institution, was celebrated by a social meeting and 
repast of fruit, ou Tuesday evening. There was a large at­
tendance, but as the evening was very wet there were few 
ladies. Mr. Burns was asked to preside. He said he did so as 
a visitor, as he was seldom able to look in on the oirole. He 
then reviewed the results of the seven years’ work in various 
aspects, all of which were found satisfactory. Mr. King, Mr. 
Wootton, and others expressed themselves, and Mr. Towns 
was making remarks when he was controlled by “ Dame 
Shipton,” who delivered an address. Then the same medium 
gave a medical diagnosis of a gentleman at a distance, and Mr. 
Hopcroft, under influence, described surroundings. It was a 
very pleasant meeting. The circle will be resumed ou Tues­
day evening.

Mr. Eglinton’8 medinmship has been in muoh request. In­
quirers will be glad to see his announcement in another 
column. It is well that phenomena be accessible to those who 
are in a condition to profit by them, still with such restrictions 
as serve to protect the interests of truth and of all oonoerned.

M e d iu m s .—To the Editor.—Sir,—As a body of Spiritualists, 
I think we ought to do something to put oar Mediums in a bet­
ter way of doing, so that they would be able to give their ser­
vices free of charge. I have heard one, Miohael Chambers,

Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten will speak in Co-operative 
Hall, Downing Street, Manchester, January 27, at 2.30 and 6.30 
p.m. Seats free; voluntary collection. Everybody welcome.

M a n c h e s t e r .—The controls of Mr. Johnson devoted them­
selves in the morning to answering verbal questions, to whioh 
they gave satisfactory replies. In the evening an eloquent 
discourse was given on “  Ke-ino&raation,” and u The benefits 
accruing to humanity from Spiritualism.” The audienoe was 
smaller than usual, owing, no doubt, to the fact that Mr. 
Bradlaugh was lecturing in the city.—W. L a w t o n .

B i r m i n g h a m .—On February 6, a social party will be held at 
BaBkerville Hall. Mr. Mahoney invites all Spiritualists to fa­
vour with their presence. Tickets may be had at the Sunday 
meetings, and from Mr. Mahoney and Mr. Groom.

B r a d f o r d .—Miss Musgrave spoke on Sunday afternoon, 
explaining the spiritual resurrection in a manner whioh threw 
a very pleasant influenoe over the meeting, causing four me­
diums to be controlled by foreign spirits, whioh greatly inte­
rested visitors. Miss Beet ham also spoke and sang a hymn. 
In the evening Miss Mosgrave spoke twioe, giving great satis­
faction. There were many strangers present. The Ohuroh 
is crowded every Sunday.—C o r .

B l a c k b u r n .— O n New Year’s Day the Spiritualists o f Blaok- 
burn, together with their friends to the number of 194, sat down 
to a sumptuous tea, subscribed by the members. After tea an 
excellent programme, consisting of vocal and instrumental 
music was rendered; assisted by Mr. Schutt, of Accrington, 
Mr. S windlehurst, of Preston, also some friends from Yorkshire; 
being a great success, and by far the largest ever held in 
Blackburn connected with Spiritualism.

S u n d e r l a n d .—At the Albert Rooms, on Sunday evening last 
the guides of Mr. Cbas. Campbell gave a capital tranoe address 
upon “  Anoient and Modern Spiritualism ” ; After whioh Mr. P. 
\V. Pinkney followed, and gave a pithy address entitled, 
“  A Resume of Spiritualism.” Neither the guides of Mr. Camp­
bell nor Mr. Pinkney knowing what each other was going to 
speak upon, made the addresses more interesting, as the one 
fitted into the other in such a remarkable manner, that the au­
dience were thoroughly delighted during the whole of the 
evening. We had a capital attendanoe, and evidently those 

I addresses are beooming very popalar. Mr. Rutherford 
oooupied the chair, and in his usual manner gave some good 
sound advioe.—We desire to inform all friends, that our Sooiety 
having been re-organized, its title has been changed from the 
“  Monkwearmouth,” to “  Sunderland Spiritual Evidence Soc­
iety.”—G. H. P y n k  J o n e s , Sec., S.S.E.S.

SouTn D u r h a m  D is t r i c t .—On Sunday, January 27, the 
Quarterly Meeting of the above Sooiety will be held in the 
Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, in the afternoon at 2 p.m. In 
the evening at 6, a public meeting will be .held. Addresses 
will be given by Messrs. Dunn, Hills, Eales, Lupfcon, Mensforth, 
and other friends. All are kindly invited to attend. A collec­
tion at the close to go to Harmonium Fund.—J. D u n n , See.

A friend of mine having an exoellent pipe organ (portable) 
suitable either for chnrcb, school, hall, or parlour, wishes to 
dispose of it immediately, as owner is on the eve of departure 
for America. The instrnment is well worth £30 ; owner will 
take £20. This is a genuine bargain. Apply at onoe to W. J. 
Colville, 4, Waterloo Road, M&nohester.

H e t t o n .—On the last two Sundays, Mr. W. Westgarth and 
Mr. J. Livingstone delivered excellent addressee.



T H E  G R A N D  OONOERT A T  N E U M E YER  H A L L  
ON T H U R SD A Y  E VEN IN G .

The -arrangements for this event are about complete. A  
full programme of high-class music will be rendered by effi­
cient artists. A n agreeable feature will be an instrumental 
quartette by Miss Pickering and friends. Mrs. Weldon will 
undoubtedly be present, and other names on the announce­
ment are a guarantee of an excellent evening’s refined 
amusement. ^

But a further feature must be alluded to. It will be a 
Spiritual meeting of no ordinary interest A .T .T .P . has, 
with greatest kindness, consented to preside. This gives cha­
racter to the motive of the meeting. Mr. W . J. Colville is 
to be the guest, and one more worthy it would be difficult to 
choose. He has the happy knack of making universal friend­
ships, so that no meeting with which he is associated can be 
of a cliquish nature. Though we, as one phase of his connec­
tion, are making all effort to tender him a hearty greeting, 
yet there are others quite as enthusiastic in the same direc­
tion.

Mr. Colville made his first public appearance at Doughty 
Hall, and he worked for a long time continuously in London. 
For several years he has been in America, and hence is 
advertised in some parts as the “  American orator, poet, and 
controversialist,” names which his abilities unquestionably 
entitle him to. But he is not the less respected that he is 
one of ourselves, and earned his first laurels in our midst

Many will be glad to meet him again; and in addition to 
personal interest, he claims a fraternal recognition from the 
friends of progress, on account of his assiduity in carrying the 
truths of Spiritualism into fresh quarters. In this feeling 
many in the provinces will heartily join us ; and if any of 
our country friends can be present, they will receive a warm 
welcome from London friends on that occasion.

Let this meeting be a grand gathering of London Spirit­
ualists, such as it has for long been impossible to attain. The 
particulars may be seen on our back page, so that we need 
not repeat them here. The five shilling tickets are going off 
well, so that those who desire a front place would do well to 
apply at once.

MR. O X L E Y ’S L A S T  C H APTER .
H O W  O siR IA N IT Y BECAME CHRISTIANITY.

The first portion of the concluding and most important 
section of Mr. Oxley’s work on “  Egypt ” has been at our 
disposal for some time. But we have thought it best not to 
hurry the work through. The task is gigantic, and is more 
the work of years than of weeks. Possibly at best it is only 
a good beginning; as the work can be prosecuted in the years 
to come. It  is a work that every student of Ecclesiastical 
history has felt the need of. The origin of the Christian 
sect has ever been in an unsatisfactory state. No Christian 
has been able to set it right, for to do so would have been an 
act of Sectarian suicide. Their sole interest has been to hide 
the truth, and keep men’s minds in the old groove.

Now, in this work, we join with Mr. Oxley in the glorious 
avowal, that is not iconoclastic, sceptical, or destructive in any 
sense. The object is to establish truth, not to throw it down; 
to remove impediments to belief, not to cause unbelief; to 
restore, not to destroy. The Spiritual germ will be sacredly 
handled, while the history of the symbols by which it has 
been represented and misrepresented will be carefully traced.

None but the Spiritualist can do this. He has no mun­
dane leanings to thwart his quest. He holds on to the inner 
principle and never becomes negative. He works for his 
own enlightenment with humility and diligence, as well as 
for the instruction of others. These are noble motives, how­
ever far short of absolute perfection the performance may 
fall. They are such as to elicit the kindly sympathy and 
co-operation of all Spiritual Students. Though we do not 
know how Mr. Oxley will treat his theme, yet we feel, from 
what has been already done, that the closing portion of the 
work will be the gem of the whole.

A  series of illustrative engravings is in preparation, one 
being a facsimile of the List of Egyptian Kings, from the 
Tablet of Abydus. These examples of Egyptian history 
place the reader in an independent position, and enable him 
to realize the actual truth of the facts advanced.

The opening article will be illustrated with an engraving 
from the history of the Egyptian Saviour Sun-Gods. These 
pictures are actual representations of the stone scriptures of 
thousands of years ago.

It will be best to defer the publication of the new chapter

till Friday, February 8. It will possibly run through five or 
six weeks’ issues. As there are a large number of intelligent 
minds who are looking eagerly for information of this kind, 
we would suggest to our friends that a special effort be made 
to give wide circulation to the M edium. By a systematic 
attempt many permanent readers might be obtained. A ll free- 
thinkmg minds would eagerly read this exposition, and it 
would be the means of reconciling their minds to spiritua 1 
verities which they now ignore.

W e will place no impediment in the way of this extensive 
circulation. For the sum of five shillings we will send per 
rail 120 copies of any one week, carriage extra. Instead of 
spending money and effort in the usual way, spiritual workers 
would do well to give this method a turn.

In smaller parcels we will send 30 copies per rail carriage 
paid, for half-a-crown, or eleven copies per parcels post for one 
shilling. W e hope to see a united effort in this work ; which 
may do much to permanently strengthen the Cause, by intro­
ducing to it independent and truth-loving minds.

W e will be glad to receive orders at once, that we may 
report progress next week, when we hope to definitely an­
nounce the appearance of the final chapter.

----- ♦-----

APH0RISM8.
Oonsoienoe is the reformer of our passions and the instructor 

of our souls.
The most noble pleasure is the consciousness of noble deeds. 

The serene reflection on the past of a well employed life, ac­
companied by no repentance, is the highest delight.

Oonsoienoe is incorruptible. Shut yourself up in any plaoe 
you like—it accompanies you. It does not sleep, it does not 
depart, and what is most important—it has a divine memory.

Ceremonies have been invented to give a varnish to false 
deeds, hollow weloomes, and forced benefloences, but where 
true friendship is. there is no need of them.

Nature of itself is a dead letter. The spirit muBt breathe on 
it and animate it.

Anger begins with folly and ends always with repentanoe. 
It is a short act of fury. J. L. Hanau.

—  ----------
E d i n b u r g h .—On Sunday, January 20, at St. Outhbert’s 

Church, the Rev. J. Macgregor, D.D., gave a lecture under the 
auspioes of the Y. M. 0. A., on the subject of 44 Pagan and other 
theories of a future life.’1 The building, which is capable of 
holding 3000 persons, was crowded to exoess. After singing 
the Old Hundredth Psalm, reading a short portion of St. John's 
Gospel, and a short invocation, the Rev. Lecturer proceeded to 
descant on the universality of the belief in a future life among 
all the races of mankind, but whether among the North 
Amerioan Indians or the aborigines of Australia, it was great­
ly associated with the imaginations of unenlightened men, 
and was very muoh the reflex of the present life. Reference 
was made to the ancient Egyptians, who, with all their slavery, 
had failed to obliterate the fear of death, immortality of the 
soul, and the resurrection of the dead. Reference was also 
made to the doctrine of the transmigration of souls, the reli­
gion of the ancient Romans and Gi 3, and coming down to 
our own day, and the teachings of John Stuart Mill, he thought 
that some of the ancients had far higher conceptions of God 
and immortality than many at the present day. But for the 
last 1800 years there was nothing that met the wearying of 
humanity like the teachings of those of old, viz., Jesus and the 
resurrection ; and he could assure those present, that if they 
only came there just to pass an idle hour, and were not pre­
pared to go out into the world on behalf of God and immortal­
ity, that Persians and Greeks would rise up in the day of 
Judgment and condemn them ; while multitudes of pagans all 
the world over would sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, they would find themselves in outer darkness. When 
it is remembered that in addition to 3000 inside the building 
many were unable to gain admittance, the interest in the sub­
ject may be imagined. Notwithstanding the Doctor's great 
faith in his “  Jesns and the Resurrection," it evidently does not 
satisfy the public mind, or there would not be so great a desire 
to know what the 44Pagans” had to say: they did not build 
their immortality on the resurrection of one man; they had a 
far wider basis, which the mind of to-day eagerly oovets; wit­
ness the great meeting now reported on.—Oo r .

M a r y l e b o n b : 52, Bell Street.—On Sunday, the 20th, the 
subject chosen by the opener w as,44 Spiritualism and Reform.” 
It was shown that Spiritualism, giving new views of God, the 
Bible, and man, was effecting a mighty religious reform; that 
inspiration, like miracles, was confined to no age and no race 
of men, alBO that repentanoe must be lived, not merely fe lt ; 
and it was pointed out that a 4 thus far and no farther,” exists 
not for the Spiritualist if intelligent and honest—of any human 
authority, whether in social progress, religion, or soienoe. In 
opposition it was argued that no reliability is to be plaoed on 
44theological” communications by spirits; bands of spirits 
being united in promulgating their own notions conceived in 
earth-life, their testi onv being chiefly valuable as proving 
the continued existence of man.—0. Delolmb.



BUDDHIST MONUMENTS.
A TRAVELLER'S NOTES IN JAPAN.

[Correspondence of the “  Kansas Oity J ournal.*1]
Nikko, Japan, Nov. 12.—This place is indeed a spot which 

has enjoyed the special favour of heaven, and this charming 
yadoya, where I am now stopping, may fitly be termed a 
Japanese idyl. It is more than a Japanese idyl, for here the 
way-faring foreigner encounters ohairs, tables, and a sort of 
half-breed diet, whioh are specially enjoyable after the 
temporary sqjourn in places where you are deprived of all 
these emblems of civilization.

Every week brings some party of foreigners here, and Suzuki, 
the landlord, is very anxious to get a reputation for courteous 
and civilized hospitality. The village itself consists of one 
long street, like most of the Japanese oities, along the middle 
and sides of which course streams of water, for the street is a 
steady incline.

Japan is, in general, very meagrely supplied with the aqueous 
fluid, and it is not safe to drink the liqiid, such as it is, until 
it has been filtered and boiled. But Nikko is a conspicuous ex­
ception. The thousand mountain torrents which rush and 
thunder and sparkle on their way down this matchless valley 
are, without exception, the purest, most picturesque streams I 
have ever seen. Now they are as fleecy white as milk, from 
tumbling over the ragged rocks; and now they are so clear, 
even in their deepest pools, that you can read the bottom as if 
it were a book.

October is, I  am more and more convinced, pre-eminently 
the month of all the year for visiting Japan. This island, 
Nippon— as the natives call it—bears a pretentious name; but 
none too pretentious, according to the verdict of all tourists; 
for it is coming to be r aised as one of the fairest spots on 
earth. I f Japan is a 1 sly garden, Nikko is its most precious 
jewel. Here is scenery at once almost as savage as that of 
Colorado, and yet olad with a detailed beauty which makes 
me tremble for the reputation of some of our most favoured 
Amerioan landscapes. Here are bamboos, cryptomerias, 
azaleas, camelias, rhododendrons, mountain ashes, wistarias, 
deutzias, cyclamens, and many other types of vegetation of 
which America knows nothing; and here—must I write it ?— 
are glorious maple tints which should bring the flush of envy 
to our own most cherished favorites; and even then I know 
not if comparison would be possible. All day and all night 
the low boom of the Daiyagawa eohoes through this enchanted 
valley. Every day enhances the charm of the place, and I 
could almost wish to live hero always. The mountain peaks 
look different with each successive day—the clouds that nestle 
about their tops revelling in the new and fantastio shapes 
which they are able to assume from day to day.

But I have other things to describe of importance—the mir­
acles of human handicraft and engineering here;—and the 
magnitude of the task warns me that I must proceed to it 
at once.

It took me a whole day to walk through the magnificent 
avenues of this Royal Cemetery and religious Mecca, and even 
then I had only inspected in a superficial way the most promi­
nent objects of interest. Emerging from the main street of the 
elongated village, I crossed the Daiyagawa on a bridge 
parallel and close to the celebrated Sacred Bridge. The lat­
ter is a plain red lacquered structure, set upon granite abut­
ments of strange construction. It was closed by heavy gates 
at either end, and I did not consider it wise to tempt the 
natives by trying to pass over it. I feared their wrath more 
than that of heaven. At the further mouth of this bridge the 
various avenues converge, any one of which may be taken and 
followed with profit. They are provided under foot with stone 
ledges, which are close together, or the reverse, as the ascent 
is sharp or gradual, and are flanked on either side by massive 
retaining walls.

Above bend the mighty cryptomerias, completely biding the. 
blue of heaven, and surrounding all the contents of the grounds 
with a gloom so profound that luxuriant mosses and ferns ac­
cumulated everywhere. Taking one of the main boulevards I 
soon reached an enclosure which I had the audacity to enter, 
although I could not read the Chinese inscriptions over the 
portal. Inside were various small temples and store houses, 
and centrally located was a pretty Japanese garden, with 
fountains, lakelets and statuary, in the midst of which stood a 
very large temple of the Japanese order. This latter institu­
tion I found to be the “  Sambutsuds, ” or hall of the three Budd­
has. It was a large rectangular parallelogram, nearly square, 
painted red, and built with u double decks.”

It was an agreeable relief to see paint, after so long an ex­
perience with natural wood and rough plaster. I  had almost 
begun to think paint was unknown in Japan, but here was 
that which had been applied two and a half centuries ago; and 
it was as fresh apparently in most places as when at first put 
on. I suppose this is due partly to the very superior quality 
of the paint used, and partly to favourable climatic influences. 
The colour chosen, a dull red, was also a happy exercise of na­
tive taste; for in tfreir setting of dark green conifers, the 
temples look very attractive.

The interior of this temple was a revelation to me. Such 
curtains embossed with gold, suoh silks embroidered with deli­
cate hues, such arabesques, such cords and tassels, and withal 
suoh miraoles in lacquer work, I had not thought to be among 
the accomplishments of this “ heathen” nation. Here was 
oriental niagnificenoe. Poverty strioken Japan of to-day can­
not afford to reproduce these temple splendours, and I  am in­
clined to doubt if, after so long a national lethargy, even the 
ability to fashion such beauties lingers with the people. In 
the days when these things were wrought every resource was 
at; the command of the builders. Artists, sculptors and painters 
all laboured with the sole aim of immortalizing* their names. 
Each man had just one thing which he did, but he knew how 
to do that one thing to perfection. One man furnished lotuses, 
another chrysanthemums, a third some othor sacred emblem. 
The people were buoyed up in their work by that superstition 
which still controls much of the population, especially to tlio 
north ; but they were still more inspired by the controlling au­
thority of a government which had not yet received an impulse 
in the direction of civilization. Doubtless the present struggle 
is infinitely better for the race, but there is something in the 
splendours of the old feudal regime whioh charms and fasoinates. 
And all this glory was being wrought out independent of other 
nations, the people of this island and foreign powers mutually 
esteeming each other barbarians.

Removing my shoes I stepped across the threshold, where a 
Shinto priest met me and Indicated that a fee of three sen would 
be acceptable. This was moderate, and as I paid it I thought 
an era of cheap prioes had set in. It was indeed so, but what 
was gained in the smallness of the sum was made up, as I af­
terwards found to my grief, in the number of opportunities ex­
tended for disbursing. It was five sen here, twelve there and 
eighteen somewhere else, until 1 began to fear that this was 
another case of the temples being converted into dens of thieves. 
Toere were also huge contribution boxes of iron in front of every 
door and in every lobby for the reception of voluntary offerings. 
Some of these boxes were as much as four feet long by two 
wide and two deep, and weighed 150 pounds, I should judge. 
Besides this, in many places the floor would be covered with 
coins cast there by passing devotees, most of them being of the 
value of one-tenth of a cent. I believe there is nothing in 
geographical location which governs this matter of microscopic 
religious offerings.

I can calmly say also that I do not think the State Religion 
of Japan will experience any marked prosperity in view of the 
voluntary offerings which I made.

The priest then drew aside a superb curtain embroidered 
with gold, and led me into the holy of holies. Here was the 
Buddhist paraphernalia intact, and lavishly gorgeous it was, 
if not altogether attractive to an eduoated taste. There were 
the three Buddhas all in gold seated on magnificent lotus 
blossoms overlaid heavily with gold foil. The blossoms must 
have been six feet in diameter.

It was hard to tell which was the most heathenish looking of 
the three deities—the Thousand Handed Kwannon, the Horse 
Headed Kwannon or the Amida Niorai; though be it said, 
none of the images were at all repulsive. The great inconven­
ience was lack of proper light with whioh to survey the images 
closely. There were no candles burning, and no skylight 
above. The natives will do foreigners a favour if they will put 
in the electric lights at an early opportunity. Heating ap­
paratus would also be an inestimable advantage on damp days.

I shall not even enumerate the myriad bells, gongs, sacred 
musical instruments, vases of chrysanthemums and lotuses, 
bronze turtles, storks, candelabra, heathen scriptures, wall 
hangings, tapestries and numerous other features of the tem­
ple's furnishing. There were not hundreds, but thousands of 
minute trappings, every one of whioh possessed meaning, and 
was perhaps connected with romantio superstitions. Neither 
shall I attempt even to mention the soores of wonderful temples, 
courts, oratories, storehouses, etc., that greeted the eye which­
ever way I turned. I  will simply select a few representative 
objects which caught my attention as I drifted hither and 
thither.

Passing out of this hall, we passed a splendid cylindrical 
copper column forty-two feet high, one of six in the island, 
and found myself in the main avenue. I was anxious to visit 
the tombs of the Shoguns, Iyeyasu and Iyemitsu, whioh I bad 
heard described as the most grandly imposing private sepulohres 
in the world; so I pressed on toward the historical spots. 
Passing under a granite torii or sbinto archway, erected by 
means of marvellous engineering in 1613, I found myself in a 
court full of novel monuments. On the left was a five-storied 
pagoda 104 feet high and eighteen feet square, whioh received 
a half hour's study. Everything was solid and imposing, but 
clad with that modest simplicity which is characteristic of 
Japanese taste in all matters.

Washing my hands in holy water, I removed my shoes again, 
preparatory to entering the Niyo Mon, or Gate of the Two 
Kings. This gate and the walls of the enclosure beyond con­
tained some of the most elaborate carvings and gildings in the 
empire. Within were granite lanterns five or six feet high, 
and bronze candelabra, the gifts of various native and foreign 
prinoes. who wanted to pay their tributes to the memory of 
Japan's greatest rulers, Iyeyasu, the first Tycoon or Shogun,



and Iyemitsu, the third. I suppose it would be oustomary to 
insert at this point a mild treatise on the political past of Japan, 
tracing the rise and fall of the Shogunate— the explosion of 
that strange fiction of spiritual and temporal sovereignty co­
operating in a dual government. The reader is referred for 
this to try one of a dozen works which handle the subject 
adequately. The present subject has simply to do with the 
anomalous pomp attaching to the final resting places of these 
two distinguished men, a pomp in keeping with the style of 
living affected by the Shoguns, but in sharp contrast with the 
simplicity which has always been characteristic of the 
mikados.

Turning to the right I paused a moment before the Temple 
of the Sacred Dances. On a polished lacquered floor sat a 
priestess robed in white from her head dress to her stookings. 
She was painted and powdered to a painful extent, and wore 
the most mournful expression, I think, that I ever saw. It was 
cold, and the lacquered floor must have been anything but 
comfortable. There this priestess is in the habit of sitting all 
alone, day after day, with no one to speak to her from morning 
till night—a most unwholesome life, I am sure. She ooughed 
pitiably, and looked the picture of physical and mental misery.

I tossed the equivalent of one oent and eight mills upon the 
floor, and wearily rising, she went through with the sacred 
dance. Now, I thought, I shall see some startling pirouetting, 
a most unreligious performance. That inference was incorrect. 
The exercise through which she went was as mournfully 
solemn as the little priestess herself. Every movement was 
dignity of an order more spiritual than I had thought possible. 
Bowing her head several times dejectedly, she poised a rod of 
sacred bells above it, the while wearing a delicate white 
Japanese fan in her other hand. Then she commenced a slow 
but graoeful march about the room in a small circle, the 
polished floor acting as a perfect mirror to reflect her every 
gesture. The exercise lasted only a few minutes. Every 
motion was slow, measured, and weighty with dignity. There 
was no accompaniment save the jingling of the bells, and even 
that ceased as with bowed head and closed eyes the little 
priestess sank slowly in' a heap upon the floor again.

Strangely impressed with the exhibition, I hurried on to the 
foot of a magnificent flight of stone steps which lead up the 
hillside. Sleepy-looking priests passed us through the massive 
gate, and we began the ascent. This masonry was worthy of 
no less admiration than the temple appointments. On either 
side was a retaining wall, about waist high within, and twice 
as high on the outer edges, owing to the elevation of the steps 
proper from the ground. The whole was overgrown with moss 
of the brightest green, which lent, with the aid of the soughing 
cryptomerias that towered on either side to a dizzy height, an 
impression of melancholy gtanduer to the remarkable scene 
which I have never experienced while visiting any other 
locality.

There were about 200 steps in a ll; but the occasional 
landings and turns made the ascent seem doubly long. At 
the top were more gates, a torii, an oratory, and lastly a 
costume vault containing all the costly robes, armour and 
swords belonging to Iyeyasu during Ids whole life. This vault 
was sealed, and so I was not permitted to gaze upon its 
gorgeous, though time-eaten contents. Through a massive 
bronze gate, which is locked to all tourists, I  could now see 
the magnificent tomb.

It was a bronze urn, rendered light ooloured by the liberal 
administration of gold, of the size of a barrel in girth, but not 
so deep, surrounded by a massive canopy of the same light 
bronze. The whole sepulchre rested upon a spacious granite 
foundation, surrounded by a stone balustrade.

Here, in this urn, in a sitting attitude, the mighty Iyeyasu 
had squatted for two oenturies and a half. The spot was 
hidden from the gaze of man, save as an occasional tourist is 
escorted thither, to survey this grand Oriental mausoleum, in 
its wild mountain solitude.

I was piloted about by an aged Shinto priest, robed in white. 
There were no armed %rds about, and the entire vast 
premises are under the charge of a mere handful of priests. 
A few years ago, before the Shinto faith displaced Buddhism 
as the State Religion, these walks were thronged with 
Buddhist priests, and there were imposing festivals in honour 
of that religion which Edwin Arnold exalts as the 44 Light of 
Asia.”

Now all this ceremony is abrogated. The Buddhist furniture 
of the temples o f Iyeyasu has been carried away, and instead 
is the simplicity of the colourless Shinto faith, the oldest 
religion of Japan. The ohangehas been affeoted with liberal 
consideration for the disestablished religion, for it must be 
remembered that the latter is still the religion of the mass of 
the people. The Buddhism which Edwin Arnold so pleasantly 
describes is not the Buddhism of Japan. The latter, although 
it has not imposed any monstrous deeds upon the people, as 
some other heathenisms do, has nevertheless, been a clog upon 
their progress.

I f  there should ever be a great war between Ohina and Japan, 
—and the two peoples do not love each other very much—I sup­
pose the Chinese would take pleasure in despoiling these mar­
vellous temples and tombs. The Chinese have a reputation for 
the careless handling of even the most valuable things at such

a time. I f  they should raze these ancient works, it would be a 
most stupendous vandalism, one which all the oivilized nations 
on the globe ought to resent as a robbery of the world.

Descending the steps I passed down another long avenue, 
and stood among the temples that cluster about the foot of the 
granite staircase leading up to Iyemitsu’s tomb. Here the 
Buddhist paraphernalia was undisturbed, and the glitter of 
gold, lacquer and tinted woods soon wearied the eye.

Here, also, were unnatural monsters of more then life size, 
before which stood timorous pagans, casting their prayer wads 
at the image in the hope that it might adhere, thus betokening 
favourable attention to their petitions. Here was a chance to 
divine the future, and taking pencil and paper, I proceeded to 
write as follows: “ Will I accomplish my round the world 
journey without accident to myself or friend.”

Rolling this question into a wad, and then salivating it, I 
raised my arm and was about to cast thespitball at a specially 
ferocious looking Buddha with distorted legs and a green face, 
when my arm was arrested. It was by two friends who had 
come up in time to gather my intention and interfere with the 
execution of my plan. Said they:—

44 Don’t do it. There is nothing whatever in it, but don’t do 
anything which may afterwards mar your pleasure in the trip. 
You cannot will to forget the fact if tho result were unfavour­
able, and the occasional remembrance of it may annoy you.” 

So I did not test the facts. I have all oonfidenoe to believe 
that the wad would have adhered to the idol, but the experi­
ment was never aotually made.

Iyemitsrts tomb proved a seoond edition of that of his dis­
tinguished grandfather, with some minor variations. Surfeited 
at length with wonders, I walked slowly back to the hotel, 
just as the temple gongs and bells were booming out the hour 
of 6 o’clock. These bells are curious to an American. All 
Japanese bells are sounded by means of some sort of a ham­
mer from without This is true even of firebells. The bells 
about the temples are located in isolated belfries upon the 
ground. It is a mystery how the massive wooden frameworks 
were put together. Priests ring out the hours by pulling ropes 
which sway a heavy suspended beam until it oomes against 
the huge metal oup. Emile.

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.
MR. COLVILLE AT WORK.

Mr. W. J. Colville has been leoturing to very large and en­
thusiastic audiences in Barrow-in-Furness, Accrington, Man­
chester, and Oldham, since we last made allusion to his work 
in our columns. The 44 Barrow Times” has reported in full a 
poem ~ on 44 Contentment,” and has also given a lengthy and 
complimentary report of the lecture delivered on Monday, 
January 14, which it describes as a 44 remarkably fluent, subtle, 
and able speech.” The 44 Barrow Times ” gives an excellent 
notice of the three consecutive lectures, delivered January 14, 
15, and 16. The one on 44 The Soul,” given January 16, it 
speaks of in highly eulogistic terms, characterizing the oration 
as 44 a masterpiece of eloquence and logic.” It also speaks in 
glowing terms of the poeuiB which were given at the close. It 
is, indeed, encouraging to find that now-a-days, when the phi­
losophy of Spiritualism is ably presented, the public press 
treats it, in many instances, as fairly as it treats any other 
sabject. The 44 Barrow News ” does not attempt to call in 
question the fact of inspiration, but frankly admits that the 
control o f Mr. Colville is evidently 44 a master mind.” Mr. and 
Mrs. Walmsley, who are most earnest and industrious Spiritu­
alists, deserve great credit and many thanks for the efficient 
arrangements made by theta for securing the unqualified suc­
cess attending Mr. Colville’S visit.

Thursday and Friday, January 17 and 18, Mr. Colville spoke 
in Accrington, where thertJnitarian School Room, a large room 
seating over 400 people, was touch too small to accommodate 
the large audience which sought admission. In this place also 
the Press has been very fair in its notices, and we cannot doubt 
but much good has resulted from the large and influential 
gatherings convened under the management of our old friend 
and zealous oo-worker, Mr. Burrell.

On Thursday evening the subject, ohosen by the audience, 
w as: 44 Has man a soul, and, if so, where does it go on the 
death of the body ? ” On this subjeot Mr. Colville spoke with 
great eloquence, from a quarter to eight to a quarter past nine, 
stating that the soul constituted the individuality o f man, and 
that on the death of the body it went to whatever place the 
person’s previous actions and sympathy had rendered it most in 
harmony with, but that ultimately all souls would see God.— 
At the close of the address a number of questions were asked 
and answered, after which Mr. Colville gave a long poem on 
three subjects: 44 Inspiration,” 44 The Strike,” and the quota­
tion—44 There is a divinity that shapes our ends, rough hew 
them how we will.” These had been suggested by separate 
persons, but he volunteered to treat the whole of them. Both 
Mr. Colville’s address and poems gave great satisfaction to all 
present.

On Friday evening the subject was, 44 What benefit does the 
Christian derive from the death of Christ ? ” Mr. Colville said



if  w© should discover that God has never left Himself without 
witness; that there is snoh a thing as unity of religion, that all 
religions have one common source, then we shall have larger 
views of God than the orthodox Jew and Gentile, as all 
thoughts of a limited God pass away, and we regard God as a 
universal Parent, and Father of all, and Jesus as the unfolder 
of God to the world and the proolaimer of goodness. The 
Ohristian must desire no more and no less benefit than anyone 
else from the death of Christ. The salvation was his one thou­
sand eight hundred years ago, and nothing he did would alter 
that fact. The question was not—What did one believe con­
cerning a teacher, but what did be do for the world, and as 
every historic event has already moulded society to the great­
est extent possible, they maintained that the work Christ did 
in the world was a purely historical work, so far as personal­
ity was concerned. Mr. Colville went on and argued the 
question at great length,, and, on concluding, was loudly ap­
plauded. Subjects for a poem being asked for, 44 Shakespeare ” 
was ultimately selected, and Mr. Colville gave one of great 
length, and one critioally appreciative of the dramatist’s 
works.

Mr. Colville’s visit has caused not a little stir amongst the 
opponents of Spiritualism, and his lectures have been highly 
appreciated, even by the most soeptical. His fervid eloquence 
cannot fail to have done great service to the Cause of Spiritu­
alism in Accrington.

On Sunday, January 20, Mr. Colville delivered two orations 
in Co-operative Hall, Manchester, when the audiences were 
large and appreciative, and largely composed of enquirers and 
strangers. The music was very ably rendered by Miss Jeffery 
and Mr. Colville. The afternoon lecture was on “  Evolution.” 
The speaker paid a high oompliment to Darwin, and then 
went on to show that evolution, meaning unfoldment, was ne­
cessarily the effect, while involution was the cause. In the 
evening the audience chose: 14 Is man a free agent, and what 
is his condition after death as a moral being?” The knotty

Eroblem of free agency is solved by the guides of Mr. Colville, 
y designating freedom an attribute of will, and by the further 
declaration that freedom is limited by strength and knowledge. 

We are necessarily the creatures of all that is stronger and 
wiser than ourselves, so if we crave liberty we must develop 
spiritual strength, and acquire the wisdom which, when con­
joined with love, oan conquer all things. Several questions 
were answered after the lecture, and a poem improvised on 
u Gladstone and his mission.”

Monday, January 21, Mr. Colville spoke to a large and at­
tentive audience in Oldham.

---------♦--------
WORK IN LEEDS.

Spiritualism is the development of man’s spiritual nature; it 
is in other words, the manifestation and exercise of the 
wonderful powers and attributes, that latently exist in the 
immortal human spirit. Certain conditions are, however, 
usually necessary for the realization of those manifestations 
and spiritual results. No Spiritualist expeots to obtain results 
any further than conditions are supplied; and the most suc­
cessful worker is he who best understands and most diligently 
and systematically cultivates the required 44 conditions.”

Those conditions are, of oourse, of a purely spiritual’charac- 
ter; in other words, the spiritual condition and character of 
persons determines the nature of the results. It is not a ques­
tion of material arrangement, for no material arrangement 
can in any case produce a spiritual results. I have found in 
every case, that the spiritual influence of the meeting deter­
mined with perfect mathematical precision the nature of the 
phenomenal results. Henoe Spiritualists have an infallible 
criterion to guide them in their experience and work.

At the meeting on Sunday week we announced a spiritual 
meeting or oirole, to be held on the following ev lug for 
devotional exercise and development of spiritual gifts. That 
oirole—the first of the kind conducted by me in this town— 
consisted of some thirty persons; and in its spiritual character 
and results realized my highest ideal. I have never realized 
a more satisfactory meeting at any time.

The spiritual influence was extremely good, being so main­
tained during the two hours of the meeting, and as I have 
invariably found to be the case when such an influence pre­
vails, the manifestations of mediumship were beautifully 
varied and harmonious. I  noticed in this meeting that there 
was a large amount of incipient mediumistio power and sus­
ceptibility amongst the people, and much useful work was 
there done by the mediums. There is plenty of spiritual fire 
latent amongst the people here, it only needs to be fanned and 
kindled into a blaze, and we are confident that the present 
effort on the part of the invisible powers, will result in a grand 
spiritual revival; the kindling of a blaze which will make its 
influence felt throughout the town and neighbourhood.

Another meeting was held on Thursday evening, at which 
there were forty or more present; which large numbers indi­
cate the vitality and interest which exist. This meeting was 
also enjoyable, and inoluded some beautiful manifestations of 

ledii iship.
During the week I witnessed a good deal of mcoellent me­

diumship in various private circles, in fact, me<Uqn}8hip really 
abounds amongst the people here. ' 4

The Sunday meetings were again crowded, many strangers 
being attracted to the movement. The speaker for the day 
was Mr. Armitage, of Batley Oarr, an able and interesting 
tranoe medium. I had the pleasure of presiding over the 
services, and in enjoying an intellectual treat of no ordinary 
kind. The oontrol at eaoh service invited subjects; those 
suggested in the afternoon being, 44 The white-robed multi­
tude ;” 44 What do spirits positively know concerning God ?”  and 
44 Are the teachings of Spiritualism in harmony with those of 
Jesus?” In the evening,44The Spiritual Spheres;” 44 What is 
true Religion ? ” and 44 The Universal Flood, what light can 
you throw upon it ?” The whole of these subjects were dealt 
with in a masterly and comprehensive manner, and unquali­
fied satisfaction was given. Following this meeting came 
another, more select, at whioh the spirits did muoh work 
through several mediums.

Daring the week an important step was taken by the society, 
viz., the taking of a meeting room, whioh will oontain about 
three times as many people as the present one. The new 
room is situated in Albion Street,—close to the other, but far 
more prominent, yet being removed from the street by an easy 
flight of stairs; and secluded from the thoroughfare, it is ad­
mirably adapted for the work. As a temporary step in 
advanoe, the 8ociety could scarcely have found a more suitable 
plaoe. The room has never yet been used for any purpose; 
hence it will be consecrated to the holy Oause of Spiritualism, 
and it is proposed to open it on the first Sunday in February, 
it having to be furnished, eto., in the meantime.

We shall be having a great treat during the present week, 
Mrs. Britten having consented to pay a visit to Leeds and 
speak in the room, on her way home to Manchester. Thus 
our Oause keeps marching onward. Omega.

-------- »■
Plymotuh : Riohmond Hall, Richmond Street. —Sunday 

morning, several strangers present, Mr. Burt was the speaker. 
Afternoon: circle, well attended, several strangers present, not 
the same who attended in the morning; about 50 persons pre­
sent. The writer presided on both occasions. In the evening 
at 6.90, the guides of our muoh esteemed brother, J. Paynter, 
gave a splendid oration, completely carrying the audience with 
them—the subject being 44 Salvation ”—with sound logio. They 
pointed out the fallacies contained in the Orthodox notion of 
Salvation. We all felt truly refreshed. Like our brethren of 
old, we were led to exclaim 44 ’tie good to be here.” We do hope 
our brother will more frequently address us.—Z. E. Williams.

Babrow.—Mr. Walmsley writes:—44We have had glorious 
meetings. Mr. Oolville’s visit has been a grand sucoess, and 
given the Oause a great lift. He is the talk of the people who 
have heard him. We like him both as a man and a medium. 
We expect to have him again before he leaves England.

-------- » - -------
MEETINGS, 8UNDAY, JANUARY 27th, 1884.

LONDON.
Edgware Road.—52, Bell Street, at 7, Mr. J. Hooker: “  Christianity and Spiri­

tualism.”
Marylbsohb Road.—Spiritual Mission Room, 167, Seymour Plaoe, at 11, Mr: 

Hoporoft. At 7, Seance; Wednesday, at 7.45, Seanoe; Friday, at 7.45, Mr. 
Towns; Saturday, at 7.30, Mr. Savage. J. M. Dale. Sec., 50, Crawford 
Street, Bryanston Square. The Room it strictly reserved fo r  eircles. It may be 
engaged for private sittings.

Cavendish Rooks, Mortimer Street, W ., at 7 : Mr. J. J . Morse,—
WEEK NIGHTS.

SnaiTUAL Institution.—Tuesday, Mr. Towns’s seanoe, at 8.
Beompton.—Mr. Pound’s, 108, Ifleld Road, Wednesday, at 8, Mr. Towns.

PROVINCES.
Babeow-in-Furnbss.—75, Buocleuch Street, at 6.30.
Batlby Cake.—Town Street, 6.30 p .m .: Mr. Hepworth.
Bbdwobth.—King Street, at 6 p.m. Wedneeday, at 7 p.m.
Bblpbb.—Lecture Room, Brookslde, at 10.30 and 6.30 : Mr. ,T. Everitt.
Binqlbt.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p .m .: Mr. Armitage.
ButxntOHAM.—Ooxell Street Board School, 6.30: Mr. Mahoney,
Buhop Auckland.—Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, 2.30 and 6 p .m .:
Blackburn.—Aoademyof Arts and Scienoes, Paradise Lane: at 3 and 6.30.
Bolton.—H. A Tovey, 16, Halton St., The Houlgh.
Bradpokd.—Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane, Wakefield Road, 2.88 

and 6 p.m .: Mr. Collins Briggs.
Wade’s Meeting Room, Harkcr Street, Bowling, at [2.30 and 6 p .m : Miss
Harrison and Local.
Spiritual Lyoeum, Oddfellows' Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 and 6 p .m .: Mrs. 
Gott.

Exetbb.—Oddfellow’s Hall Bampfylde Street, at 6.30.
Gatbsbbad.—Central Buildings, High Street, 6.30:
Glasgow.—2, Carlton Plaoe, South Side, at 11.30 and 6.30. Lyoeum at 5. 
Halifax.—Mechanic’s Hall, 10.30, 2.30, 6.30. Jan. 28, and 29, at 7.45. Mr. Colville. 
Hbtton.—Miners’ Old Hall, at 5.30, Mr. John Livingstone.
Kbiqhlkt.—Spiritualist Lyoeum, East Parade, 2.30, and 6.30: Miss Ratcliff# 

and Mr. T. Holdsworth.
L bed8.—Tower Buildings, Wood house Lane, 2.30, and 6.30: Mrs. Craven. 
Libobbtbb.—Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 and 6.30.
Liverpool—Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at 11 a.m., and 6.30 p.m 

Mrs. E. W . Wallis.
Maooli8Fibld.—Spiritualists’ Free Church. Paradise Street, at 6.30, Mrs. Rogers, 
Manchester.—Gospel Temperance Hall, Tlppping Street, Ardwick, 10.30 and 6.30: 

Mr. R. A. Brown.
Co-operative Hall. Downing Street, at 2.30 and 6.30, Mrs. Britten.

Morlet.—Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street, at 2.30 and 6: Local.
Mlddle8BOrough.—Granville Lecture Rooms, Newport Road, at 10.30, and 6.30. 
Nbwcastlb-on-Ttnb.—W eir’s Court, at 6.30 :
Northampton.—Cowper Cottage, Cowper Street, 2.30 and 6.30.
North Shields.—Bolton's Yard,Tyne Street, at 6 :
Nottingham.—Morley Club Lecture Room, Shakespeare Street, 10.45 and 6.30. 
Oldham.—176, Union Street, at 2.30 and 6.
Pendleton.—48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge, at 2.30 and 6.30.
Plymouth. — Riohmond Hall, Richmond Street, at 11, Mr. Bart, Tranoe Address; 

at 2.45, circle; at 6.30, Mr. R. S. Clarke.
Shepubld .—Psychological Institution, Cocoa House, Pond Street, at 2.30 and 6.30 
Sowerbt Bridgb.—ProgrettlveLyoeum, Hollins Lane, at 2.30 and 6, Local. 
Sunderland.—Albert Rooms, 7. Coronation Street, at 6.30, Mr. F. Walker.
Tunstall.—Rath bone Street, Mr. W. Dodson, Medium.
W alsall.—Exchange Rooms, High Street, at 6,30.
W est Felton.—At Mr. T. Weddle’s, 31, Edward 8ireet, at 6 p.m.



B ir m i n g h a m  : Oosell Street—Last Sunday evening, January 
20th, Miss Allen, of Edgbaaton, gave a moet interesting address 
upon “  The Atonement,” showing the falsity of the orthodox 
teaching that Christ by his death does away with the conse­
quences of our sin. For the evidence of hundreds of unhappy 
spirits, who have oommunicated through mediums, is that they 
have themselves to atone for the wrong they have done to 
others, and have to pay even to “  the uttermost farthing,” as 
Jesus himself teaohes. The large room was fairly filled with 
a most attentive audience. There is evidently a growing inte­
rest in Spiritualism felt in Birmingham. The greatest praise 
is due to Mr. and Mrs. Groom for the noble way in which they 
have upheld the Cause, in spite of the deepest discouragement 
in the past. — Co r .

G o s w e l l  H a l l .— Dear Mr. Editor,—Kindly allow me through 
the medium of your valuable paper, on behalf of the stewards 
and musical director o f our Concert and Ball held in Goswell 
Hall, January 17th, to return our sincere thanks to those 
ladies and gentlemen who so kindly took part in the vocal 
programme; also those who so kindly responded to our call, 
and by their presence made the evening go pleasant and agree­
able. We are extremely sorry that the non-appearance of 
Mrs. Weldon prevented us giving that completion to the 
programme we so muoh desired, and no doubt this was & 
great disappointment to many of our friends. Yet tbeir 
patience and kindly sympathy expressed, on behalf of our 
efforts to make the entertainment a success, will long be 
cherished in our hearts, and materially encourage and aid 
us in continuing our lectures in the future, in a spirit of cheer­
fulness and good feeling to all. The commencement of 
more lectures will be duly announced with your permission.— 
Faithfully yours, A l k x . B r o w n .

E x e t e r .— The public work having ceased, after a most 
arduous pioneering struggle, by our esteemed friend, the Kev. 
0. Ware, who having left to engage for a time in work at Leeds, 
a meeting was convened on Sunday last, to which a large 
number of friends assembled, to consider plans of continuing 
the public work on a substantial basis. It was unanimously 
adopted to go forward in the name of “  The Free Spiritual Re­
seat oh Sooiety,” and the following gentlemen were elected to 
the various offioes: President, J. Page, Esq.; Secretary, Mr. R. 
Shepherd; Treasurer, Mr. F. Parr; Committee: Messrs. F. 
Chick, E. Parr, Davis and W. Parr. This new realm of 
thought was entirely unknown a short time since, and the 
glorious light has now dawned to the blessing of many in our 
midst. We are glad to say, the medium having at last seen his 
way clear to take the public platform, we shall now have, no 
doubt, the greatest suooess. The educated class of hearers 
of position in the city, who have drawn around him in the 
private circles, speak in terms of no mean order of those gifted 
oratorical utterances. After the business, an impassioned 
oration was deliveied of over an hour’s duration, the subject 
being, u Human Systems.”  The audience well knew that such 
lofty political utterances of reform, characterized by French 
phrases, could be alone from a mind of wealth. The name 
was given, and has previously appeared in your pages.— 
R. S h e p h e r d , Sec.

YORKHIRE DISTRICT SPIRITUALISTS’ COMMITTEE.
Speaksas fob the Stow ate ix  Fsbbuaby.

Batlby Case .—Town Street, 6 p.m.
a, Mrs. Butterfield. 17, Local
10, Mrs. Ingham, Keighley. 24, Mr. Armltage.

Sec.: Mr. Armltage, Stonefield House, Ilangingheaton.
Howling.—Wade’s Meeting Room, Harker Street, 2.30 and 6 p.m.
3, Mn. Ingham and Mr. T. Holdsworth. 17, Mr. Armltage, Batley Carr.
10, Mr. Hepirorth, Leeds. 24, Mr. Collins Briggs.

Seo.: Mr. Lodlaw Waddington, 22, Leicester Street, Bowling.
R inglet.—Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p.m.
a, Miss Musgrave, 17, Mrs. Holllngs, Churwell.
10, Mr. Collins Briggs. 24, Mrs. Ingham, Keighley.

Sec.: Mr. Qranwell, Lighthouse, Ferncliffo, Bingley.
Bradfobd.—Spiritualists Church, Walton St., Hall Lane, Wakefield Rd., 2.30 A 6. 
3, Mrs. Gregg, Leeds. 17, Mr. Colville, 10.30; 2.30; A  6.
10, Mrs. Bntler Skipton. 24, Misses Harrison and Musgrave.

Sec.: Mr. Heap, 23, Sheridan Street.
O tlet Road.— Spiritual Lyceum, Oddfellows' Rooms, Otley Rd., Bradford, 2.30 A 6 
3, Mr. Collins Briggs, Bingley, 17, Mrs. Gregg, Leeds.
10, Local. 24, Local.

Sec.: Mr. G. T. Stewart, 68, Butler Street.
Halifax .— Spiritualist Institution, Peacock Yard, Union Street, 2.30 and 6 p.m. 
a, Local 17, Mrs. Illingworth and Mrs. Bailey.
10, Mrs. Gregg and Mr. J. Blackburn. 24, Mr. Ware, 
is, (Monday) Mr. W. J. Colville.

Sec.: Mr. C. Appleyard, 28, Concrete Street, Leemount.
K eighley. -  Spiritualist Lyceum, East Parade, 2.30 and 6.30 
a, Mr. Armltage, Batley Carr. 17, Mrs. Ingham A  Mrs. Scott.
10, Mrs. Wade A Mbs Wilson. 24, Misses Illingworth and Beetham.
10, (Tuesday) Mr. W. J. Colville.

Sec. : Mr. 8. Cowling, Marley Street, South Street.
Leeds.—Tower Buildings, Wood house Lane, 2.30 and 6.30 p.m.
3, Mr. Ware, Leeds. 17, Mrs. Groom, Birmingham.
10, Mr. Armltage, Batley Carr. 24, Mr. Hepworth, Leeds.

Sec.: Mr. J. C. Flower, 3, Elmwood Row, Crimbles Street.
Mobley.— Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street, 6 p.m.
3, Mr. Hepworth, Leeds. 17, Local.
10, Mrs. Butterfield. 24, Mr. T. Holdsworth,

Sec. : Mr. John Robinson, Crow Hill, Beeston, near Leeds.
Soweebt Bbidqe.—Spiritualist Progressive Lyceum, Hollins Lane, 6.30 p.m.
3. Moors. Scott A  Morrell. 1?. Swindlehurst, Preston.
10, Mr. Brown, Manchester. 24, Local.

Seo.; Mr. Hugh Booth Lyceum Building.

TH E  OCCULT W ORLD. By A. P. SiiwettPresideiit of 
the Simla Eclectic 1 toi p leal Society. Third Edition, 
Cloth as. 6*.

RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE.
+*Deeir*eanitiU y0plrltual bat rather that y t  may prophesy" — P m l

A tmosfeebIOICoxditioxs.— T he phenomena oannot be snooessfaily elicited in very 
warm, %saltry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and magnetfe 
disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very m oist or when there b  mnch rain, 
or storms o f wind. A  warm, dry atmosphere b  best, as it presents the mean between 
all extremes, and agrees with the harmonious state o f  man’s organism which b  proper 
for the manifestation o f  spiritual phenomena. A  subdued light or darkness Increases 
the powem ndihcilltates control.

Local -Conditions .—T he room in which a circle la held for development or Investi­
gation should be set apart for that purpose. It should be oomfortably warmed and 
ventilated, but draughts or currents o f air should be avoided. After each sitting the 
room should be thoroughly cleaned out and ventilated, that all residues may be dissi­
pated. Thoee persons composing the circle should meet in the room some time before 
the experiments oommence; the same sitters should attend each time, and oocupy the 
same plaoes. A  developing circle exhausts power, or nsee it up. Certain localities, 
because t>f geological formation, are regarded as more favourable for the phenomena.

Physiological Conditions.—The phenomena are produoed by a vital force emana­
ting from the sitters, which the spirits use as a connecting link between themselves 
and objects. Certain temperaments give off this power ; others emit an opposite in­
fluence. If the circle be oomposed of persons with suitable temperaments, manifesta­
tions will take plaoe readily; If the oontrary be the case, much perseverance will be 
necessary to produoe results. I f both kinds o f temperament are present, they require 
to be arranged so as to produoe harmony in the psychical atmosphere evolved from 
them. The physical manifestations especially depend upon temperament. If a 
circle do not snooeed, ehange should be made in the sitters till the proper conditions 
are supplied. Sitters should prepare themselves by cleansing the body, and a change 
of garments. Ailments which vitiate the fluids and depress the feelings are unfavour­
able. Those indbposed should absent themselves.

Mental Conditions.—All forms of mental excitement are detrimental to snoceas. 
Those with strong and opposite opinions should not sit together: opinionated, dogma­
tic, and positive people are better oat o f the circle and room. Parties between whom 
there are feelings of envy, hate, oontempt, or other inharmonious sentiment should 
not sit at the same circle. The vicious and crude should be excluded from all such 
experiments. The minds of the sitters should be in a passive rather than an active 
state, possessed by the love o f truth and of mankind. One harmonious and fully 
developed4ndividual is invaluable in the formation of a elude.

T he ' CiROLamhould oonsist o f from three to ten persons o f both sexes, and sit round 
an oval, oblong, or square table. Cane-bottomed chairs, or those with wooden seats 
are preferable to stalled chairs. Mediums and sensitives should never sit on staffed 
chairs, cushions, or solas used by other persons, as the influences whloh accumulate in 
the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly. The active and quiet, the folr 
and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and female, should be seated alternately. I f  there 
be a medium present, he or she should oocupy the end o f the table with the back to the 
north. A  mellow medlumlstic person should be placed on each side o f the medium, 
and thoee most positive should be at the opposite oorners. No person should be plaoed 
behind the medium. A  circle may represent a horseshoe magnet, with the medium 
plaoed between the poles. The quality of messages depends on the cirole.

Conduct as txb Ciecle.—The sitters should plaoe their hands on the table, and 
endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agreeable conversation, 
singing, reading, or invocation may bo engaged in ; anything that will tend to har­
monize the minds of those present, and unite them in one purpose, is in order. By 
engaging in such exercises the circle may be made very profitable apart from the 
manifestations. Sitters should not desire anything in particular, bat unite in being 
pleased to reoeive that whloh is best for all. The director o f the circle should sit 
opposite the medium, and pat all questions to the spirit, and keep ord r. A recorder 
should take notes or the proceedings. Manifestations may take plaoe in a few 
minutes, or the circle may sit many times before any result occurs. Under these 
circumstances it is well to change the positions of the sitters, or introduce new ele­
ments, till snooess is achieved. When the table begins to tilt, or when rape occur, do 
not be too impatient to get answers to questions, when the table can answer ques­
tions by giving three tlpe or rape for “  Yes." and one for “  No," it may assist in 
placing the sitters properly. The spirits or Intelligences which produoe the phenomena 
should be treated with the same oourtesy and consideration as you would desire for 
yourselves if you were introduced into the oompany of strangers for their personal 
benefit At the same time, the sitters should not on any aooonnt allow their judg­
ment to be warped or their good sense imposed upon by spirits, whatever their profes­
sions may be. Reason with them kindly, firmly, and considerately.

Ixtsboodreb with Sfibits is carried on by various means. Tbs simplest is three 
tips of the table or rape for “  Yes," and one for “  No." By this means the spirits 
oan answer in the affirmative or negative. By calling over the alphabet the spirits 
will rap at the proper letters to constitute a message. Sometimes the hand of a sitter 
is shaken, then a pencil should be plaoed in the hand, when the spirits may write by 
it automatically. Other sitters may become entranced, and the spirits use the vocal 
organs of snob mediums to speak. The spirits sometimes Impress mediums, white 
others are clairvoyant, and see the spirits, and messages from them written in lumin 
ous letters in the atmosphere. Sometimes the table and other objects are lifted, moved 
from plaoe to plaoe, and even through closed doors. Patiently and kindly seek for 
tests o f identity from loved ones in the spirit-world, and exercise oantion respecting 
spirits who make extravagant pretensions of any kind.

Experience is the best teacher. Be guided by results. Ofttimes the usual condi­
tions will appear set aside. The state of someone’s mind or personal surroundings 
may determine matters beyond the scrutiny of the sitters. The Circle Is not suitable 
for all. Thoee to whom It Is disagreeable or exhausting should avoid it. Sometimes 
one or two gross or strong sitters may prove obnoxious to those more sensitive and 
delicate, by absorbing the vitality of the weakest sitters. Such combinations should 
be avoided. Do not sit too frequently, nor one minute after the medium or most 
sensitive sitters beoome weary. Never sit without a worthy motive, of a spiritual, 
religious, or philanthropic character. Never use the spirit-power for worldly j pur­
poses, and avoid all who do. Family circles should shut out medium-hunters and 
intrusively soeptioal persons. It is best for each finally to prodace its own Spiritual­
ism. If anyone have not the power, It shows that nature has not prepared them for it.

Mediums are often misunderstood by their nearest friends. Their feelings should 
always be respected when they have an aversion to any individual, or to sitting in 
any particular plaoe or at any given time; never urge them against their will. Their 
refusal often arises from the impression of their spirit-friends, as a means of protecting 
them from impending evil. All mediums and sitters should lift up their souls to the 
Father of All, previous to every sitting, asking to be guided in all they do. and allow 
no selfish or Inferior consideration to supersede the guidanoe that comes by impres­
sion or manifestation. The light of conscience within is the highest and surest guide.

D eveloped Mediums of a high order often cannot sit in circles at all. Only in the 
presenoe of one or two oongenial friends can they exercise their mediumship with 
advantage. Suoh persons should carefully avoid promiscuous sittings. In complete 
isolation the highest communications are most frequently received. These Rules and 
Suggestions are chiefly for Investigators. When sufficient experience has been 
obtained, each one will do well to follow such methods as are found most suitable* 
varying them as development prooeeds. Always aspire towards the higher forma 
of mediumship and more spiritual purposes.

Litebatube. - All investigators should read the Medium and Daybkeak, the 
weekly organ of the Movement, published at the Spiritual Institution, 16, Southamp­
ton Row, London, W.C., where there is a Pnblio Library of the whole literature 
accessible to all Inquirers. For a small subscription any circle may have the use o f 
the most valuable works. For further Information, specimen Numbers o f T n  
Medium, or in case of difficulty, address J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, London*

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST NOT AN EOCLESIASTIOISM* 
By Henry James, 156 pp. Is.

WORKS ON MAN. By R. B. D. Wells, Phrenologist Bound 
in half oalf. Price 6s. 6d.

HUMAN ELECTRICITY : T h e  M e a n s  o f  i t s  D e v e l o p - 
ment. Illustrated by experiments. By J. 0. N. Rutter, 
F.R. A.S. Price 7s. 6d.

SCEPTICISM AND SPIRITUALISM : T h e  E x p e r ie n c e s  of 
a  S c e p t ic . Price 2 s.

LONDON: J. BURNS, 16, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.



S A V E  40 PE R  C E N T .
Best Suits—all W ool,

50s.,
w o r t h  £ 8  1 0  O.

c a s h  omr.
JA M B S  M A L T B Y , TA ILO R , 8, Hanover Place, Regent’s 

Park, N. W .' (Baker Street Station),

TO POULTRY KEEPERS.—Increase the number o f eggs, by using the Game, 
Poultry and Pigeon Powder. A  first class Egg-Produoer. In tins 2d., 6d.. and 

Is. eaeh. Sample tin, 3id. and 9d., post free. Send for Testimonials, Ac. Manu- 
feetured by Gower and Eve, Corn Factors, 16, Week Street, Maidstone.

LENTILINA.—A delicious Food for Invalids, Infants and General Use, being 
superior to Corn Flour and similar food. In 3d. and 6d. packets; and 31b. 

parcels, Is. 9d .; 61b. parcels, 3d. 6d.: per parcels post free. Small samples 2d. and 
4d., free by post.—Gower and Eve, Corn Factors, Ac., 16, Week Street, Maidstone.

Mr. and M rs. H A W K IN S , Magnetic H ealers.

AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Frew Treatment on Fri­
day, from 12 to 4 o'clock. Patients visited at their own Residence.— 143, 

Marylebone Road, N .W ., Near Edgware Road Station.

C U R A TIV E  M ESM ER ISM  A N D  C LAIR VO YAN CE.
PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER attends Patients and can be consulted daily 

from 2 till 6. at No. 6, Rue du Mont-Dore, Paris. Clairvoyant Consultations 
by letter for Diseases, their Causes, and Remedies. For any serious oases, Prof. 
Dldier would arrange to come and attend personally in England.

A S H M A N 'S  EM BROCATION.

FOR Gout, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, Pleurisy, 
and Congestion o f the Lungs, Burns. Scalds, Chilblains, Wounds, Cuts, Ac. 

2s. 9d. per bottle. To be obtained at a, Sixth Avenue, Queen’s Park, Harrow Road, 
W ., and o f  all wholesale chemists.

MR. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES o f Rheumatism, Gout; Neural 
gia, Lumbago, Epilepsy, General Debility, and several affiaotlons o f  the Head, 

Eyes, Liver, Ac., attends Patients from Eleven to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bul- 
strode Street, Welbeok Street, Cavendish Square, W.

MR. A MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every day. Patients 
attended at their own homes. Circles conducted. Seanees on Sundays at 7.30 

p.m. Fret Healing on Sunday morning at 11 o'clock. Removed to 116, York Road, 
King's Crum, N.

A ST R O L O G Y  A N D  A STR O N O M Y.
TvR. WILSON may be Consulted on the Post, and Future Events o f Life, at 103, 
X ) Caledonian Road, King's Cross. T\me of Birth required., Fee 2s. 6d. At 
tendance from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.

Personal Consultations o n ly ..
MR. T. B. D A LE ,

PROFESSOR of Astrology A Astronomy, 3, Highgate-fcoad, Kentish Town, N.W.
Calculations, personally or by letter, on Nativities, Business Questions, Ac., 

daily from 12 to 6 p.m. Fee 2s. fa. Astrology Free. Stamp. .JQpsyqns given.

MEDIUM SH IP: Writing, Drawing, Clairvoyance, and Trance, developed by the 
perfected * Automatic Insulator," on “  Crystal Balls,”  with the New Patent 

Registered Exhibition Prize Medal Movement.—R obt. H. Fatah,  Bath.

ASTROLOGY. Nativities, by the Ptolemaic system, from 10s. 6d., aooordlng to 
amount o f labour in correcting time o f birth.—Sajiabl, 63, Manchester Road, 

.Bradford.

“ N E P T U N E ,” ASTR O LO G ER ,
24, Wallgrave Road, Earl’s Court, London, S .W .

For terms, scud stamped, addressed envelope.

CAROLINE PAWLEY, Writing, Speaking, Healing Medium. By the desire of 
her Guides, no money accepted.—Letters sent first, with stamped envelope for 

reply. 33, Bayston Road, Stoke Newington Road, N.

MRS. KATE BERRY, Magneto H ealer,
2, Blandford Place, Upper Baker Street, W .

MR. CECIL HUSK, 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Max ted Road, Peckham Rye, S.E.
Seances—Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 7.90, for Spiritualists only. On 

Saturday evenings at 8.30, at 61, Lamb’s Conduit Street, for reception of Friends.

Frank herne, s, alb er t  road ,
Forest L ane, Stratford.

MISS LOTTIE FOWLER, Trance, Medical, and Business Clairvoyant, on travel 
in Scotland. Address letters to 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

No enquiries answered by letter, except to make Appointments.

J THOMAS, General Correspondent.
. Address: Kingsley, by Frodsham, Cheshire.

MR. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test and Business Clairvoyant, Is at home 
daily, and is open to engagements. Address—86, Llsson Grove, Marylebone 

Road.

MR. A . DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent, 13, Oswald’s Wynd, 
Kirkcaldy. . . . *

A SECOND Floor of 3 rooms (unfurnished) To Let.-^34, Alvingtoa Crescont, 
Kings land High Street, N.

PRIVATE APARTMENTS.—Mr. J. J. Morse receives Spiritualists at reasonable 
rates. Card of terms sent on application to 103, Great Portland St., Oxford St., W .

*T 8LE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa. Sandown.—One or two invalid Ladies will 
A  be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including Board and Lodging, for 
30s. per week for the six wluter months at this pretty seaside town, which is knownto 
be particularly salubrious.

FURNISHED Bed-Room to Let. Mr. J. Hopcroft, 140, Lancefield Street, Queen's 
Park, Harrow Rond.

in Parts Is. each; Double Parts Is. 6d. each.

BACK TO THE FATHER’S HOUSE, a  Parabolic Inspiration. Fourteen Parts 
issued.

London : E. W. Allen, 4, Ave Marla Lane, E.C.

THEOSOPHY, OCCULTISM.
New Edition, with Portrait of Author.

ISIS UNVEILED; A Master-Key to the Mysteries of Ancient 
and Modern Science and Theolc y. By W. P. Blavatsky, 
Corresponding Secretary of the Theoc :al Society. 2 
Vols. Royal Svo., about 1,500 pages, Cloth £ 2  2s.

L o n d o n  : J. BURNS# 15, S o u t h a m p t o n  R o w , W.C.

W O R K S  IN . T H E  PRESS

Crown Octavo, on Fine Paper, Handsome Binding, 5s.

TH E  N E X T  W O R L D  : A  Series of Important Communi­
cations from the Spirits of Eminent Personages, through 
the Mediumship of Mrs. S. G. Horn.

Crown 8ro., Illustrated with Portraits and Spirit-Drawings, 5s.

SPIRIT-C O N TR O LS, R ecorded by A . T. T . P. Fifty 
of the most remarkable of these celebrated communica­
tions will be Prefaced by a Personal History and 
Observations by the Recorder.

Second Edition, Demy 8to , Price 6s.
TH E  M E N D A L : A  Mode of Oriental Divination; dis­

closing remarkable Revelations in Biology and Psycho­
logy ; giving the true key to Spirit-agency; and the 
nature of Apparitions; and the connection between 
Mesmerism and Spiritism. Materialism, the Source and 
necessary Attendant on Social Disorganization. By 
E dward B. B. Barker, a British Vice-Consul.

To be reprinted from  THE MEDIUM.
T A L E S  OF TH E  D A Y B R E A K . By Mrs. Ramsay Laye.

I. — F lorry’s T ree : a Spiritual Story for Children.
In a neat form, 3d., or 2s. 6d, per dozen post-free.

II . — Sybil’s I deal : a Tale of the Daybreak. In a 
handsome wrapper, sewed, Is., or 9s. per dozen, car­
riage paid. Both Tales in 1 vo l, cloth, Is. 6<L, or 
12s. per dozen, carriage paid.

Reprinted from the ** Quarterly Journal o f S cienceC loth  5s.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF
SPIRITUALISM.

B Y  W IL L IA M  CRO O KES, F .R .S .
This volume contains the following papers:—

I. Spiritualism V iewed nr tor L ight of Modern Sciknor.
II. E xperimental Investigations of a N ew Force.
II. Somk Further Experiments on P sychic Force.

Pstodio Force and Modern Spiritualism. A  Reply to the Quarterly Review 
/. Correspondence A rising out of Dr. Carfrvtbr 's Misrepresentations 

VI. Notes op an Inquiry into the P henomena called Spiritual daring the 
years 1870—3. In which the phenomena are arranged into twelve classes.

VII. Miss Florence Cook’s Mediumship. Splrit-foims—the last o f  Katie K ing; 
the photographing of Katio King.

Illustrated with 16  engravings of Apparatus and Methods 
mployed in the Investigation.

L o n d o n  : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W .C.

WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, &c.
ORATIONS through the Mediumship of Mrs. Cora L  V. 

Tappan ; The New Science—Spiritual Ethics—containing 
upwards of 50 Orations and Poems. 720 pages. Full gilt, 
with photograph, 10s. 6d .; handsome cloth, 7s. 6d. 

EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM: Records of Extraordi­
nary Phenomena through the most Powerful Mediums, 
with Photograph of Author. By Catherine Berry. 2s. 6d.

THE SEERS OF THE AGES, embracing Spiritualism Past 
and Present. By J. M. Peebles. 5s.
l.—Spirit o f the Present Age. IV.—Medieval Spiritualism.
I. —Ancient Historic Spiritualism. V.—Modern Spiritualism.

II. —Christian Spiritualism. VI.—Exegetlcal Spiritualism.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERISM AND ELECTRICAL 

PSYCHOLOGY. By Dr. J. B. Dods. 3#. 6d.
Shows how to become a Mesmestst without farther instruction. The best 

and most popular work on the subjeok
MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By Alfred 

R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., F.Z.S. Cloth, 6s. Embracing:
I.—An Answer to the Arguments of Hume, Lecky, and Others Against 

Miracles. II.—The Scientific Aspects of the Supernatural, much enlarged, 
and with an Appendix of Personal Evidence. i l l .—A Defence of Modem 
Spiritualism, reprinted from the Fortnightly Review.

SPIRITUALISM AS A DESTRUOTIYE AND CONSTRUC­
TIVE SY8TEM. By John Tyerman. 6d.

L ondon : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row.

PSYCHISM.
MR. W . EGLINTON

Begs to announce that be is now arranging for 
A  SERIES OF SUBSCRIPTION SEANCES.

For those who wish to avoid promiscuous gatherings, so fatal 
to conditions, Mr. Eglinton will specially arrange for a series 
of four seances, to which not more than twelve persons can 
attend.

Applications can now be made for the first Series, accom­
panied by a Cheque for One Guinea. Fee for attendance at 
ordinary Seance, 6s., to be forwarded with the application.

12, Old Quebec Street# Hyde Park# W .



NOW  R E A DY.
M RS. EM M A H ARD IN G E B R IT T E N ’S  G R E A T  N E W  W ORK,

N IN ETEEN TH  CENTURY MIRACLES:
OR,

SPIRITS AND THEIR WORK IN EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
A COMTLETE HISTORICAL COMPENDIUM OF THE M OVEM ENT KNO W N a s  "M O D ERN  SPIRITUALISM.'
This W ork forms a full and exhaustive account o f all the

MAIN INCIDENTS OF A SPIRITUALISTIC CHARACTER which
have transpired in every country of the earth from 
the beginning of the Nineteenth Century to the present 
time.

The subject matter has been collated from the most 
authentic sources. The contributors include some of the 
most learned, scientific, and honoured personages of the 
age. Testimony has been gathered up (in many instances 
by the Author in person, during her extended travels) from 
every country, and includes the Spiritualism o f all peoples 
whether savage or civilised. The scenes are world-wide, 
but the period of action is limited to t h e  p r e s e n t

CENTURY.

T he Spiritualist will find in this Work a complete 
manual of every phenomenon he wishes to read of, refer to, 
or describe to others.

T he I nvestigator will obtain a compendium o f every 
work o f value he needs to study.

T he Sceptic will be herein answered, and the 
Opponent refuted at every point.

To every student of Psychology, Spiritual Science, 
Religious Reform, Mesmerism, Spiritualism and Occultism, 
the Author— in deep earnestness of purpose and in the name 
of the wise controlling spirits, who have commanded her 
work, and assisted unceasingly to aid its execution—  
ventures to affirm that, both for this and many succeeding 
generations, this volume will prove a c o m p l e t e  l i b r a r y  
of the subjects dealt with, and a manual o f incalculable 
value

F O R  A L L  T IM E .

T he Plan of the W ork  includes—
Spiritualism in Germany, France, Great Britain, A us 
tralia, New Zealand, Polynesian Islands, East and WtM  
Indies, Cape Town, South America, Mexico, China, Japan, 
Thibet, India, Java, Holland, Dutch Colonies, Russia. 
Sweden, Switzerland, Scandinavia, Spain, Italy, Austria, 
Belgium, Turkey, &c., &c., and America.

Special Subjects treated  of.
History o f  Mesmer and Mermerism— “  T he Philosopher's 

Stone ”— " Elixir Vitae ”— Somnambulism— Clairvoyance—  
Psychology— Seership, natural and acquired— From Mes­
merism to Spiritualism —  Magic—W itchcraft— Sorcery—  
N ecrom ancy— Occultism— “ Spiritism ”—“  Spiritualism ” —  
"  Theosophy ”  —  Reincarnation —  I mm ortality demons­
t r a t e d — Facts, Fancies, and Fanaticisms o f  Spiritualists—  
Spiritual Science and Religion —  Proofs Palpable and 
Imaginary— Doctrines and Theories versus Corroborative 
Testimony— Hauntings— Obsessions, Spiritual G ifts? Prac­
tices, and Spontaneous Phenomena o f Various Peoples — 
Origin o f  the Modern Spiritual Movement in Different 
Countries— Journalism and Literature o f  the Subject—  
Antagonism from without— Divisions within the Ranks—  
Deception and Hallucination —  Thrilling Narratives —  
Wonderful Experiences— Heaven and Hell o f  Spirit Life—  
“ Dwellers on the Threshold” and Angels in Paradise—  
Revelations o f  Life Hereafter in all Stages of P rogression - 
Spirit Circles— Spiritual Workers, Pioneers, Journalists, 
VVriters, Lecturers, Mediums, Artists, Poets, Healers and 
Martyrs— Trials, Prosecutions, Defeats, and Victories— All 
Sides o f  the Question— Every Phase o f  the M ovement— All 
Classes o f  Witnesses— From the Convict’s Prison to the 
M onarch’s Throne-room —  Revivals —  Mass Meetings — 
Spiritual History Cast on the Ocean o f  T im e —  and 
E t e r n i t y .

T his V o lu m e  contains nearly  6 0 0  pages, royal octavo, fine tinted paper, 
h an d som ely  bound  in Cloth.

A  lim ited nu m ber w ill be issued, sp lendidly  illustrated w ith  fac-sim iles of 
S p irit W ritin g , A rt. &c., &c^, and over F orty  P O R T R A IT S  o f IL L U S T R IO U S  
a n d  C E L E B R A T E D  S P IR IT U A L IS T S  and M E D IU M S.

Price for Illustrated Copies ............................................. 15s.
„ without the Illustrations ... .............  12s. 6d.

Postage, Single Copies (Parcels Post), 6d.

P u b l i s h e d  b y  W IL L IA M  B R IT T E N , T he L imes, H umphrey Street, Cheetham H ill, Manchester;
E. W . A L L E N , A ve Maria Lane, London, E.C.

•# *  Orders received by the Publisher; also the Secretaries of the various Spiritual Societies, and all respectable Booksellera

MR . W . J. COLVILLE’S APPOINTMENTS. —M anchester—Bridge Street 
Chapel, Friday, Jan. 25, 7.45 p.m.

Hai.ir.ax.—Mechanic’s Hall, Sunday Jan. 27,10.30,230,A 6.30. Jan. 28 and 29,7.45. 
L osotox .—Town Halt, Jan. 30, at 8.
L o n d o n .— Neumeyer Hall, Jan. 31, 8 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 3, 3 p.m. 103, Great 

P ortlan d . Street, Feb 1, 8 p.m. Cavendish Rooms, Sunday, Feb. 3, 7 p.m. 
B kiohton .— Feb.

Feb. 10, 11, 13,
B radford .— Feb. 17.
W .  J .  Colville has only a very few week evenings at liberty, persons desiring his 

se rv ice *  should address at once —4, Waterloo Road, Manchester.

MR. E. W. W ALLIS’S APPOINTMENTS.—
For dates, address E. W. Wallis, 4, Lower Roshall Street, Walsall.

MRS. HARDINGE-BRITTEN’SAPPOINTMENTS.— Mrs. Hardinge-Britten 
will Iccure in Manchester, Sunday, Jan. 6, 1884; In Newcastle, Sunday, Jan. 

13 and 26; and Manchester, tho 27th ; also in Liverpool and Manchester, on the 
lafceruate Sunday o f February.—Address The Limes, Hamphrey 8treet, Cheetham 
HB1. Manchester.

MR . j . j . MORSE’S APPOINTMENTS. — L on d on : Cavendish Rooms
Mortimer Street, W. (close to Regent Circus), Sunday, Jan. 27th, at 7, subject

Mr. Hone accepts engagements for Snnday Lectures In London, or the provinces 
Fbr terms and dates, direct to him at 103, Groat Portland 8t., Oxford S t, London, W.

MR. R. 8. CLARKE’S APPOINTMENTS.—P lymouth  : Richmond Hall, 
Sunday, Jan. 27th, at 6.30, subject: “  Jesus o f Nazareth, the man and hU 

■ h d o a .”
Sa lt ish .—Feb. 6 th.
A  reception at 1, James Street, every Friday, at 8 p.m.
4 Afhenaom Terrac*. Plymouth.

N E W  M E D IC A L W O R K  B Y
Miss Chandos L eigh H unt (M rs. W allace) & Lex  et Lux .
PHYSLANTHROPY, oa  T h * H omb C ubs and E radication  o r  D isbasr. 120 

pages, taste fu lly  bound in cloth, price 3s. 6d. Send for Synopsis to Miss Simpson 
as below.

TH IR D  ED ITIO N .—(Just Published.)
PRIVATE P R A 0TI0A L INSTRUCTIONS IN THE  

SC IE N C E  A N D  A R T  O F O R G A N IC  M A G N E T IS M .
BY MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT.

Being her original Three Guinea private Manuscript Instructions, printed, revised 
and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and practical translations, and the 
concentrated essence o f all previous practical works. Numerous illustrations of 
passes, signs, Ac.

Price One Guinea, Paper. French Morocco, with doable lock and key, 5s. extra, 
best Morocco, ditto, 7s. extra.

Send for Index, Press Notices and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Miss Simpson, Secre­
tary, Philanthropic Reform Publishing Office, 2, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, W.

IMPORTANT NOTICE ! Before yon sow your farm or garden crops, plant, prune, 
bake, brew, sot fowls, hire servants, buy, sell, deal with others, marry, travel, 

ask favours, speculate, or do any thing else, get RAPHAEL'S ALMANAC for 1884, 
and it will save yon pounds.

it also contains Birthday Information for every day of the year, a weather guide, 
numerous tables, predictions o f the chief events that will happen in 1884, and much 
useful and interesting information. Price 6d., post free 7d. To be had of all book­
sellers and stationers throughout the kingdom.

C a tty  and  D obson , 4, Pilgrim Street, London, E .C .; also J. Burns.

T HE late Henry Melville's, “  V b r it a s ,”  mentioned by Mr. Oxley as a 44 wonderful 
work.”  can be supplied, by private order alone, through Mr. Burns, 15, South­

ampton Row, London, w .C . Price 21s.



A RE-UNION OF LONDON SPIRITUALISTS
WILL TAKE PLACE AT - '

N EU  M E Y E R  H A L L ,
BLOOMSBURY MANSIONS, HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE,, * ^

ON . . * . . . . . .  * .

THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 31, 1 8 8 4 , at 8  O’Clock,
A . T , T . P . IN T H E  C H A IR ..

WHEN THERE WILL BE GIVEN , t

A  G R A N D  C O N C E R T  O F V O C A L  A N D  
I N S T R U M E N T A L  M U S I C ,

0
BY

M bs. GEORGINA WELDON, Miss PICKERING, 
M b. L’ESTRANGE, Mb. R. H. DAVIES,

Mb . E. A. TIETKENS, Mb . W . J. COLVILLE,
AND  O TH E R  LE A D IN G  M U S IC A L  F R IE N D S  O F T H E  C A U S E ;

ALSO

g t t s p i r a t i o n a C  J l d d r e s s  a « 6  ^ o e n t

BY

M R .  W .  J. C O L V I L L E .
M r . Coi.ville’s limited stay in England obliges him to refuse invitations to speak in 

London for a series of Sundays. He has, however, been able to devote a few days to his 
London Friends, and will he glad to meet them all at Neumeyer H all.

M r . Colville will also deliver an Inspirational D iscourse, at Neumeyer Hall, on 
Sunday afternoon, February 3, at 3 o’clock.

TICKETS for the RE-UNION on January 31st—
SPECIAL SEATS, 5s; RESERVED SEATS, 2s. 6d .; BODY OF THE HALL, Is.

To be had at 15, Southampton Row, and from any of the friends.

ELEG AN T W O R K S FOR PRESENTS.
Royal 1 Gmo., Price, Limp, 1*. Gd.;  Presentation Edition, 2s. Gd.

RHINELAND : L egends, Musings, and R ecollections.
By Caroline Corner, Author of “  My Visit to Styria,” “ ’Twixt W ill and Fate,” <fcc.

Royal 16mo., Price 3*. 6d.

GOLDEN THOUGHTS IN QUIET MOMENTS.
By  “ L ily .”

Printed on fine toned paper, in an elegant manner, with an Oxford border in blue ink to each page; handsomely 
bound in bevelled boards, red edges.

This beautiful volume of spiritual teachings and studies, in prose and verse, is unique in the literature of Spiri­
tualism. Adapted for private reading, and as an appropriate gift book.

IN  THE PRESS.
Price when ready 3*. 6d., Cloth;  Subscriber's names still received at 2s. Gd.

BERTHA: A Spiritual Romance, ry W . J. Colville.
SO U VEN IR E D ITIO N  on fine toned paper, elegantly bound. W ith photographic portrait of Author, 5s* 

Immediate Subscribers, 3s. 6d.
Remit at once to the Author, 4, Waterloo Road, Manchester, or to the Publisher.

. J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, L ondon, W .C.

London 1 Printed end Published by James Busks, 16, Southampton Row, High Hoiborn, W.C


