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C O G I N I S M .
PROFESSOR COOIN’S W ILL-A B ILITY .

To the E ditor of the  M edium and D aybreak.
The philosophy and teachings of Spiritualism are 

progressive, moving on from day to day, gathering new 
trutns and comparing them with old fallacies, and 
treasuring up every fact that will tend to elevate the 
human race, and prove the Jmmortality o f the Soul; 
therefore, any experience gained by mediums, in their 
development and contact with spirit-life, cannot be 
other than beneficial to the Cause, i f  they are made 
public. To this end I  purpose to lay before the world 
the results of experiments made upon myself during a 
period of nine years, whilst almost alone in Central 
South Africa.

Let any undeveloped person close his eyes, when he 
will perceive with the eyes thus closed, that he is 
virtually a prisoner in his own brain ; and, further, that 
the only means he has of knowing what is going on 
around him, are the other four senses; viz., hearing, 
touch, taste, and smell,— senses which can be and are 
developed to a high degree in the various asylums for 
the blind.

Again, if any part of the body or limbs is suffering 
from any cause whatever, the hand, i f  at liberty, is at 
once stretched out to try and find out the cause, to feel 
where the pain is, and, perhaps, without knowing it, to 
assist nature in getting rid of the difficulty; as though 
the hand was the only connecting link between the part 
affected, and the owner thereof. The same remarks 
apply to the inside as well as the outside of the body, 
fully ignoring the right of the Spiritual Man to go 
round, through, his body, and look after his own affairs.

Now, Mr. Editor, I am prepared to prove to any 
man, that he has not only the privilege o f ranging 
over his brain and body at will, but he has the power 
to expel any foreign matter that may have accumulated, 
either inside or outside of his body; that he has a 
power stored up in the brain, which when properly con
trolled, will not only cleanse the liver and lungs, but 
will keep them in proper working order, other things 
being equal. I  will teach the healing medium how to 
save his own energy and increase his power of healing 
tenfold, without half the strain on his own system, and 
that simply by making the patient help to cure him or 
herself. For, instead of letting the sick person sit, or 
lie like a log, to he saturated with power from without,

I  teach them how to set their own mental machinery 
to work, to distribute the vital forces equally through
out the body, and ultimately to propel large volumes of 
vital force through any part of the system. I feel that 
it would be o f little use trying to explain my process 
by any words in use at the present day, unless I could 
give them a meaning entirely different from what is 
usually attached to them; and daily experience proves, 
that I  must come into direct contact with the subject 
or pupil, and just as the child of a tender age is taught 
its first steps, so it is with the children of a larger 
growth; only with this difference, the latter can be 
taught in five or six lessons, not only to control their 
own bodies, but to teach others even as I  have taught 
them.

Three months ago, I  began to teach my mediums, for 
the first time, the use of this great power, and I  use it 
daily in healing the sick. The effects are marvellous. 
Pains of long standing are shot down the arms or legs; 
eyes nearly blind are made strong; the hearing 
rendered acute; and the hair and beard restored to the 
colour o f younger days. I  can go still further, and tell 
you that here, on the Diamond Fields, the paralyzed 
limb is being rounded into shape : the neck and muscles 
have lost their rigidity; and the brain is undergoing a 
complete physiological change: proving that the will
power of man can combat with even the greatest cala
mity that can befall man; viz., paralysis. Not only 
can all this be done, but a great deal more, even at this 
stage of the process.

Having said so much about the healing properties of 
Will-Ability, let us see what part it can play in the 
development of mediums. It will be admitted on all 
hands, that the development of mediums should be 
purely a cleansing, invigorating, life-prolonging process: 
a process whereby all waste matter should be cast off, 
and sickness of every kind avoided. Whilst the frail 
Sensitive should be raised up and strengthened, the 
strongest physical frame should suffer no inconveni
ence. Seeing Mediums in the normal state should be 
developed by the score, so that glimpses into spirit 
life would take the place of table manifestations. In 
fact, three-fourths o f your mediums should be more or 
less clairvoyant,— as ten out of twelve are the rule on 
the Diamond Fields. Instead of months wasted in the 
development of a few mediums, many should have their 
spiritual vision open in from five minutes to an hour, 
whilst the oldest and toughest should be able to do 
good work after a few operations. That is, if they are



mediumistic, within the ordinary meaning of the word.
# One man came to my house with the avowed inten

tion of exploding Spiritualism. I  put my hands on his 
head, and in seven minutes he was face to face with an 
old friend of his, who had passed away some years. 
The inhabitants of Burton-on-Trent, would know the 
spirit of whom I  am speaking. The medium is now a 
staunch supporter of the Cause. Another young man, 
a Je w , bad his spirit vision open in five minutes. It 
was only last week that two ladies came down to my 
house: one to be developed for the first time, the other 
— a widow— came as a companion. The first one could 
describe spirits in the room in less than ten minutes. 
I  then requested the other lady to sit down, when to 
her own surprise and consternation she saw a spirit 
form in less than five minutes.

I f  any subject under my hands does not make some 
progress within the hour, I give him up for a bad job  ; 
more than this, every one who comes under my hands, 
whether for healing or otherwise, becomes developed 
more or less as a medium. All mediums are developed 
separately and if possible alone.

I f  you will compare the results obtained by my new 
process, with those obtained by the old circle process, 
you will at once see the advantages to be gained by 
the change. Again, there are many persons who would 
embrace the truth, if only some satisfactory evidence 
could be brought to bear upon them. For many persons 
say— u Y es ; 1 saw the table move: but that was no 
proof my friend was there.”  Nor for that matter, did 
it prove what shape they came in, if they were there. 
In fact it did not prove anything. But when these 
people see their friends face to face; when long sen
tences are written up before their spiritual eyes, all con
necting them with the spirits they are conversing with, 
the case is altered. For instead of doubt, there is 
heartfelt thankfulness and jo y ; and the desire to tell 
every one else of the pearl of great price, whioh they 
have found.

I f  the foregoing should prove of any interest to the 
readers of the M edium, I  shall revert to the subject 
again, at some future time. In the meantime, the 
practical work is kept up here on the Diamond Fields.

C. M. Cogin, Pioneer Spiritualist.
Wessel’s Road, Du Toits Pan, Diamond Fields, 

Central South Africa.

W H Y SPIRITUALISTS ARE INTERESTED IN 
EXPOSING FRAUDS of ALLEGED MEDIUMS.

[From the w Kansas City Journal.”]
Yesterday, a gentlemanly young man called at my 

office, and began conversation with the question:
“  I f ---------- is a Spiritualist, and you publish a

Spiritualist newspaper, why do you expose him ?”
The manner in which the question was asked, 

showed it was done in good faith by one who needed 
enlightenment, and it was not intended as a slur. 
Later on the visitor remarked: “  I f  people are fools 
enough to expect to see materialized spirits, why not 
let them be fooled; why interfere with the man who 
does it P”  A  few days ago, a lawyer of some local 
prominence is reported as saying, in language so highly 
emb^iished with profanity as to forbid literal quotation 
here*: 41 I f  people are such fools as to suppose spirits 
manifest, they ought to be fooled.”  These remarks 
from men representing the educated class, members of 
professions wielding a vast influence in society, seem to 
indicate the need o f a brief exposition o f Spiritualism, 
and the motives of its advocates in exposing frauds, for 
the benefit o f the great body of non-Spiritualists. 
Hence I venture to ask your assistance in gaining the 
atteLtioa of those who seldom or never see the Rdigio- 
Philobuphical Journal, and know little or nothing of 
Spiritualism ; who make up their judgment on the 
subject from the accounts published in the daily press 
of the acts and sayings Qf charlatans and cranks.

( That a class of occult phenomena, indicating intelli
gence behind them, are of daily occurrence is a matter 
well established, and not a debateable question with the 
well-informed. That these phenomena demonstrate to 
the continuity of life beyond the grave and the ability 
o f man to return and manifest himself under certain 
little understood conditions, is the belief of millions of 
intelligent people to-day. Some there are who, while 
admitting the phenomena, deny the spiritual hypothesis, 
and affirm that they owe their origin wholly to 
mysterious powers inhering solely in the medium or 
sensitive.

Among evangelical Christians are to be found many 
who admit the phenomena, but declare them to be the 
work of the devu and his cohorts. Spiritualists assert 
that their claim is sustained by an overwhelming array 
o f evidence, and they are supported in their claim 
by a goodly number of men renowned for their scientific 
and philosophic attainments. Among this number is 
Immanuel Hermann Fichte.

The deliberate conclusions of this philosopher, who 
was master of all the systems, confirm the claim of 
Spiritualists, and for the last twenty years of his life he 
was a Spiritualist. Of the facts of Spiritualism Fichte 
says : “  Considered singly and incoherently, they might 
leave room for doubt of their reality; but through 
their inner analogy, one with another, they become 
credible ; and through their frequent recurrence among 
different peoples oi different grades o f culture in 
ancient and modem times are found to cohere so 
remarkably, that neither the theory of ever-returning 
delusions, nor that of a superstition transmitted from 
generation to generation, can suffice as an explanation. 
However offensive, therefore, to the ruling notions 
of the day, they must be admitted to the domain of 
well-accepted psychical facts.”

Alfred Russel Wallace has a world-wide reputation 
as a naturalist and traveller, and as the predecessor of 
Darwin in the publication of theories on evolution. He 
is a confirmed Spiritualist, and says in his work 
€i Miracles and Modem Spiritualism u My position, 
therefore, is that the phenomena of Spiritualism in 
their entirety do not require further confirmation.”  
William Makepeace Thackeray, when reproached by 
some scientific friends for allowing an aocount o f 
a seance with D. D. Home to appear in the Comhill 
Magazine, replied: “  It is all very well for you, who 
have probably never seen spiritual manifestations, to 
talk as you d o ; but had you seen what I have wit
nessed, you would have held a different opinion.”  
And Thackeray’s remark is applicable to those who are 
now hastily judging of something they know nothing 
about.

Coming nearer home, one need not go out of this 
city to find thousands who have satisfied themselves 
that these phenomena are of spirit origin, and that 
their loved ones can and do manifest in various ways. 
Among the number who thus believe I can mention, if 
necessary, many whose names are household words in 
Chicago, and others of national reputation, including 
some in the front ranks of the learned professions, 
as well as others potent in the commercial world.

Only last week I  sat in a circle for spirit manifesta
tions with, among others, five persons whose names are 
familiar to all reading people of the north-west, two of 
them occupying high judicial positions, and one of 
these two having several well-developed mediums in 
his own family. At this seance, held in a elegant 
mansion on Michigan Avenue, nearly every person 
present received satisfactory proof of the presence of 
relatives or friends whom the world would call dead. 
And such experiences are being daily duplicated in 
this city and elsewhere.

There are many phases of the phenomena, such as 
simple physical phenomena, exhibited in the production 
of sounds, moving of bodies without human agency, etc.; 
direct writing or drawing—producing writing or draw
ing without human contact; automatic writing by Iho



medium; clairvoyance, clairaudience, trance speaking, 
impersonation, healing, and spirit forms. In common 
with a host of critical investigators, I have observed 
these various phenomena under conditions meeting 
every scientific requirement, and I know them to 
be facts— facts which cannot be accounted for on 
other than the spiritual hypothesis. The phenomenon 
improperly designated as form materialization, has been 
verified by such men as William Crookes, F.R.S., and 
others o f equally rigid scientific training, as well as by 
many critical observers, who, while lacking the dis
cipline of Crookes, offer testimony equally as valuable 
under the conditions prevailing during the obser
vations.

In company with several competent observers, I 
have witnessed “ form materialization’* in this city, 
Henry Slade being the medium. No cabinet was used; 
Slade sat at my left, his hands resting on a table, my 
hands on his. Thus seated, with a good light, the 
forms appeared at a distance of about six feet, and 
were fully identified by those present on several 
occasions. These apparitions were cloudlike, ethereal, 
and yet showed all the colours necessary to make them 
look natural and human, even to the colour of the eyes. 
Though thus natural in appearance, the whole form in 
each case, seemed made up of distinct atoms, and these 
in a constant state o f tremulous motion. During these 
exhibitions we saw hands materialized, with sufficient 
strength to move light objects on the table— these 
hands appearing in the intervals between the pro
jections of the forms. There was present at two of 
these experiments, a gentleman well known in literary 
and political circles, and he published at the time his 
testimony, which substantiates what I have said. I 
could multiply incidents within my own experience 
indefinitely, but space forbids, and they are not essen
tial to the purposes of this communication.

I have aimed to show as briefly as possible a part o f 
the foundation on which Spiritualists rest their claims. 
As a matter of course, where there is so much that 
appeals to the marvellous and to the superstitious 
in man’s nature, there is great danger o f delusion and 
error; and a rich field is opened for charlatan and 
tricky mediums. Again, in common with Evangelical 
Christians and materialists, Spiritualists are prone to 
assumption and the empirical method in handling the 
phenomena, rather than the truly scientific, and thus 
are liable to become the abject slaves of mysterious and 
incomprehensible facts, instead of their masters, a9 they 
should be. It has been well said, a Those who observe 
more than they reflect become superstitious.”  Coleridge 
says: u The universal origin o f fanaticism is in the 
contemplation of phenomena without investigation into 
its causes.”  Thus it is seen how we can readily 
account for much of the folly exhibited by weak minds 
when they attempt to grapple with Spiritualism; it 
also shows what vantage ground is held by the 
charlatan who has succeeded in drawing around him a 
following of dupes. Hence the necessity of putting the 
study o f the phenomena upon a strictly scientific basis, 
where emotion, sentiment and superstition shall not 
make victims for unscrupulous adventurers.

That there is a solid foundation of facts for 
Spiritualism to rest on, and a host of honest public 
and private mediums, is unquestioned by all patient 
and persistent investigators. Hence, to Spiritualists it 
is important that everything which tends to obscure 
the truth shall be eliminated, and that all tricksters 
and those using illegitimate methods in dealing with 
Spiritualism, shall be suppressed. Spiritualists have no 
general organization, no synod, presbytery, or con
ference, with authority to regulate the conduct of those 
claiming to give the phenomena, or to teach the philo
sophy and ethics o f Spiritualism. Therefore, the 
Spiritualist press, if it does its duty, will be as quick to 
arrest an error and imposture as to encourage the 
genuine and the true.

Having attempted to show (1) that there is a sub

stantial basis o f truth in Spiritualism, and (2) that 
Spiritualists feel it to be their duty to expose fraud, 
however unpleasant it may be to the offender and those 
who have to do the work, in order that the best 
interests of Spiritualism may be conserved, I  need say 
no more, and will only add, to cover a point sometimes 
raised: Spiritualism being a synthesis of well-attested 
phenomena, is just what one chooses to make it—either 
a barren jumble of curiosities, or the very life-spring of 
an earnest, a pure and undefiled .religion. It depends 
upon the state and nature of a man’s own character 
and mind, and the care, vigilance, and thought which 
he brings to the investigation, whether he make of 
Spiritualism the greatest blessing yet vouchsafed 
to humanity, or-pervert it into a source o f errors 
and misconception.

Chicago, Dec. 7. John C. B undy.

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.
RESUME OF W O R K  D U RIN G  TH E  PASSIN G  

Y E A R .
A  Control by “ A ndrew M arvel.”

Recorded by A . T. T. P., December 23, 1883.
[The Medium, who in trance diotates these communications 

is an uneducated working man.]
The Sensitive, under control, said :—
Each and all of your immediate surroundings will embrace 

the opportunity of congratulating you on your labours of the 
passing year. Those more intimately near will embraoe the 
opportunity of holding communications with yon: old and 
familiar faces are around us, and not one of this number but 
has helped spiritual truth through your means, and they are 
anxious, being deeply ooncerned to hear from me a resume of 
that which has been done in this dying year. Therefore, dear 
Recorder and namesake, your old friend “  Andrew Marvelv 
gives you kindly greeting, and entitles his address “ A Resume 
of the Work of the Year Passing Away.’’

It may seem to the reader, that in the controls there is often 
a recurrence of types; bat the object of all of them was to 
prove individuality. The controls are distinguished one from 
the other not alono by differences of thought, but also by the 
different degrees of relief or prominenoe whioh each gives to 
the same thought. It is the idea that forms £he man, and by 
their truth and dignity shall you judge of them.

I claim in this resume, that there is breathing throughout 
the whole of the communications a respect for the human soul, 
looking at the teachings quite apart from present disguises 
and surrounding circumstanoes. There is the truth of immor
tality shining out bright; there is clear proof of the greatness 
of the soul; great in its intellectual vitality ; great in its dis
interestedness and self-sacrifice; great in all its desires and all 
its affections; containing within itself what endless ages have 
still to unfold. Just and fair images of infinity.

Men claiming to be imbued with a grandeur of present and 
future consciousness and adventure, have appealed to the soul 
of man, and commenced with an hypothesis that is in every way 
false; an hypothesis that to ascribe anything to man was to de
tract from God the Almighty. The human infant, the newly 
earth-born immortal, has been severely and sternly criticized. 
His birth has been deemed a transgression against God, and al
though new to existenoe, his first entranoe is the contamina
tion from his predecessor, spotted and foul with sin against his 
God. This is a religion of great error, and in no way advanoea 
or makes clearer to humanity the Maker's glory. Too muoh of 
the adoration of man has been saorifioed to the Infinite, but 
the future affairs of the soul are of great importance, conse
quently the infinite, the vast, and the incomprehensible, has 
its claims, and only becomes dangerous when the soul pl&oes 
itself in a helpless condition of servile obedience to thoughts 
aud opinions of God, neglecting the finite duties which the 
Almighty God has imposed ou the soul on earth.

It has been through these studies of the past and Infinite, 
that men have fled into the wilderness, and have been content
ed to live on roots and sleep on rocks, in the vain hope of 
losing self-cousciousness, yielding np self-hood to what they 
conceived to be the Universal Soul.

This is not worshipping God. Let the reader turn to the 
controls on this particular subject, and you will find that they 
speak out unhesitatingly in condemnatory tones against this 
tendency of humanity. God does not want any exaltation, 
which demands annihilation of self-hood.

Again, it is laid down in religious doctrines, u That God is 
the sole agent in the universe.” The controls do not teach this : 
they distinctly and on every occasion teach that there are two 
agents in the world, namely, the Will of the Almighty, and the 
will of man. If God were the sole agent in this world, there



would be to man no freedom of Will or moral power. Will not 
free, then man oould never possess an aoonsing oonsoience; 
for oonsoience oan live only in conjunction with a Will abso
lutely free. I f Will be not free, then man is not responsible; it 
mikes him, if Will be fettered, a mere machine.

It has also been another matter of deep importance to your 
surroundings, that there has run through their communications 
a vein of secular teaching, and instruction how to live on earth, 
and they have considered this necessary, because of the reli
gious tendency of the soul. Men starting from the idea of God 
and immortality are dazed, and apt to recognise God as the 
only force, the only cause; and all minor or secondary causes 
they realize merely as shadows or eohoes. Guided by these 
feelings, they absolutely depend on Him—make Him all in all, 
and become ascetics, given to solitude, and are held in degra
ding subjection by priests, and undergoing exaggerated humili
ation. This is a great error and a dangerous one, for undue 
revdkence oan be given even to the glory of the Almighty 
Father. Nothing must mar or break the immortal souL« It 
is only a glory to God to be worshipped by free children. 
Those who glorify Him are those who look with a keen eye 
and a loving heart on Ihe wants of their fellow men; those 
who interpret earth's duties correotly, thus making self-hood a 
bright witness to divinity. Therefore, that system, be it Homan 
Catholic, or be it Protestant, or Dissenting doctrine, that Btrips 
the soul of freedom, has no foundation of pure and true wor
ship. It does not know God's great purpose of creation. Man 
depends on God with a closer dependence than any other form 
of life. God has endowed man, and made him more grandly 
related to Him than all other forms of life. To man He has 
given eternal life. He has written a moral law on his soul, 
and this truth the reader will find constantly referred to by 
your surroundings, namely, that the foundation of the worship 
of God is laid in the soul of man. The soul is the spring from 
which all moral truth arises. There are thinkers who attempt 
to raise a superstructure of thought on another foundation, 
namely, that of Absolutism or Infinitism, and that the soul is 
the deep foundation, complete and intact. Their God is no 
shadow; no metaphysical cause or power; but a God on whom 
the soul oan cling; a God of holiness, of wiadom, and of love. 
There need to be no marks of design or skill in oreation; a 
knowledge of God is His gift impressed on the eternal soul.

Humanity has spoken of the brotherhood that love and unity 
demand. Men in the past have treated each other little better 
than brutes, through the different creeds and doctrines that 
have been sown broadcast amongst them. This knowledge of 
God, and this proof of immortality, will bring about this spirit 
o f brotherhood. The teachings, at this the close of the year, 
are treated by a certain, set of thinkers as spiritual and vision
ary romances; yet the highest of your surroundings, your own 
loving Guide, has said, That these teachings are to have the 
marvellous effect of revolutionizing society and creating rela
tions between man and man that to-day are undreamed of. 
Few oan oonoeive the change of manner, the new-born courte
sy, the sweetness of mutual kindness, the sympathy, the life 
and energy of a great social amelioration, the absence of insult, 
wrong, and oppression that will take place; for he who in that 
day injures man will be hostile to his God. It is a day of 
liberty not far distant.

Much has been said in the communications on liberty, and it 
has been considered as man's highest right; for deep in the 
soul of man there is found an attachment for liberty in all its 
forms: social, political, and religious. There is a love of free
dom, which is the very breath of the soul. From this feeling 
springs love of race and love of country. It is the light of 
man's path through his earth-journey, and be who treats man 
as a brute, whether it be the individual or the State, wrongs, 
oppresses, and enslaves humanity. He who forces humanity 
to surrender reason, either to the priest or the legislator, is 
protesting against that equality, that liberty with which God 
hath endowed man. No man has a right to use another as a 
tool for his own convenience. The slave's nature is as great as 
his master's: his form is as divine; his oapacity as vast. The 
slave has to fulfil his mission as well as the man of high de
gree. .

Now, I must refer to Christianity: ably as it was treated by 
“  Busiris, the Ancient of Days," it still must bear a part in the 
mission on which I am trusted by your beloved Guide, and I am 
called on briefly to notice the spirit whioh governs the whole 
of the communications on this subject. They simply view with 
dread and abhorrence, the passion for power and dominion over 
man, whioh the Christian Church has exercised for centuries. 
There has been the very lust for dominion. The Church has, 
by its edicts, severed the holiest and olosest ties of nature. It 
has trampled under foot, separated, and killed, parent, brother, 
and sister. It has robbed the people of bread, nay, of the very 
neoessaries of life. It has driven to the field of slaughter. It 
has made the autocrat roaster of millions. Its government has 
defended the strong against the weak. It has exalted might 
against right. Its orimes throw all others far back into the 
shade. Its murders have been more atrooious than those of 
the meanest of assassins. It has trampled on right, and has 
made whole peoples slaves. Its preachers and its teachers of 
all degrees have given way both to open and secret profligacy. 
Its ways are the ways of wily intriguants. It has to fall.

It stands to-day condemned. Liberty and free action is a social 
necessity, and he who will not seek it, and, when found, not 
guard it, is unworthy of being olassed in the genus homo.

Your communications of the past year have no sectarian vein 
of teaehing. This is a necessity; this labouring under the 
direction of your beloved Guide teaches, that when the burthen 
presses on the soul, its force should come forth. If bonds are 
set, the soul should clear them. The soul should borrow wings 
from the wind or steam, and should fly where ignorance would 
force the soul to creep. All honour and all admiration to the 
teachers, who help the soul to meet the sharp necessity of 
earth-life; who teach men, that to work is honourable; that 
work helps man's faculties and prepares them for wider action, 
and teaches them that they were made for free action. The 
soul then claims through your communications free scope for 
its power, and against this freedom acknowledges no legal 
force or restraint.

There has been reference to war in the past year. This day 
is witnessing the commencement of a bitter struggle between 
two vast nations. The last year, this country had to bear the 
bitter experienoe of war. One of your guides has lately quoted 
the opinion of the greatest of European thinkers, and they 
unitedly agree that there was a note of w ar; a war looming in 
the distanoe; a vast, mighty struggle of democracy fighting 
for freedom and liberty. This is terrible if true. Two great 
nations place their honour in the scale, like the duellist of the 
day8 that have gone, and fight to the bitter end. France has 
experienced many hard-fought battle-fields; none doubt her 
spirit or her courage. This late war, when it is passed, will 
never be again deemed a necessity by the nations of Europe : 
in battle men murdering man; the land soaking up human 
blood, and the sea uttering a protest thouggh its crime-stained 
waves ; Paris besieged : men, women, and children starving ; so 
with the case of all other large citieB. Man's malignity bringing 
on the soul-torture, destruction, and death, whilstOhristians are 
aping the divine virtue of perfect humanity. Who is responsi
ble for all this ? I answer—ambitious men. War is brought 
about by men, who do not seek peace, nor yet want i t ; men 
whose lives are spent in spreading jealousies; whose services 
are on the side of strife, and who place peace beyond the power 
of arbitration's means. He who is ready for war, is he whom 
men ought to trust but little.

The communicants say, and the controls teach, of a time of 
peace and good will, when men shall know God; when they 
shall grasp the sum of their earthly duties, and shall realize 
immortality with all its perfections and imperfections. Pro
gress, whioh is the life which your controls are experiencing, 
a life of higher speech proceeding from higher thought; a life 
of progressing and strengthening weakness; a life of always 
learning something more true and more precious than past 
experienoe. God speed the communications, they abound in 
great truths, of which every honest heart may rest assured. 
Strengthen, O Father in heaveD, the spiritual faculties of man. 
Become, 0  God, the foundation of man's earth-life. Beootne 
more real to humanity. Help man to deoide between right 
and wrong. Place before him clearly the moral connection 
between earth-life and the life in eternity. Impress on the 
soul of man, that truth and love must ultimately triumph, and 
that the intuition of to-day shall be the certainty of to-morrow. 
The believer on immortality is resting on an everlasting 
foundation; immortality leads to a living and unalterable 
persuasion of the great moral truth which underlies every con
trol. An intellectual struggle is raging; moral aspirations 
are being written in tlie soul of humanity. Let them be recor
ded with a pen of iron, and graven so deeply that the soul 
may never cease to remember.

Dear Recorder, a few personal words with you. Emotion 
nearly stays my utterance when I  think how you are serving 
the cause of truth and humanity. May your steadfast labour 
earn the best recompense, whioh God bestows on those who 
disinterestedly love and serve Him. God give you health and 
strength throughout the nearly approaching year. May your 
labours be equally blessed, and may that liberty whioh many 
have realized, go abroad amongst men of ail nations, so that 
men may realize that God demands no necessitated services 
from them. He has not enslaved them, but made them free to 
aot in unison with eaoh other on earth, preparing them for 
that day which shall lift them above all the vicissitudes of 
form ; lifting them by progress nearer to Himself, May the 
great God in heaven bless and strengthen you. Good morning. 
—Finis.

Brompton.—Being on a visit to a Lady at West Brompton, 
last Wednesday afternoon, I took the opportunity, together 
with my husband, son, and a gentleman friend, of being pre
sent at a seance held at the house of Mrs. Pound, 108, Ifield 
Road, Mr. Towns being the medium on that occasion. There 
were ten sitterp, including the medium, among whom was a 
gentleman from America, who received wonderful descrip
tions of surroundings, and truthful communications, as did all 
present. Mr. Towns is a most remarkable and truthful 
medium; all spiritualists living at or near West Brompton, 
should avail themselves of the opportunity offered, and visit 
those circles whioh are held at the above address (I believe) 
every Wednesday evening.—S. 0. Graff.



LITERARY NOTICES.
Rhineland. By Caroline Corner. Limp cloth flush, Is. 6d.; 

bevelled boards, with scenery in gold and silver, and gilt 
edges, 2s. 6d. London: J. Burns.

A goodly number of Miss Corner’s translations and tales have 
appeared in the Medium these few years. In addition, our 
readers have been made acquainted with her other works 
which have appeared in separate form. These writings indi
cate a grasp of literary genius of a highly promising kind, and 
of an improving quality. The manner in whioh Miss Corner 
has touched {he hearts of thousands, these few weeks back, 
shows that she is, in a remarkable degree, possessed of that 
soul-power in whioh the potentiality of character resides.

To write on Rhineland, with the hope of freshness of matter 
and entertaining novelty, is, indeed, a bold speculation, and 
tries to the utmost the abilities of an author. That Miss Corner 
has been quite successful in her attempt depends not alone on 
the capabilities of the writer, but also on the exceptional cir-1 
cumstances in whioh she made the trip so vividly described. 
There are few, indeed, who “ do” the Rhine in the princely 
manner that befits the guest of Royalty; for Miss Corner’s host 
was none less than a cousin of the venerable Emperor of Ger
many,—Prince Emil Wittgenstein, a staunch Spiritualist, and 
every way worthy of the many-phased position of honour whioh 
he held in the world. Some of our London readers will re
member a Spiritual Conference at Lawson’s Rooms: Mrs. 
Tappan was the speaker, and at the suggestion of Prince 
Wittgenstein, who was present, she recited an inspirational 
poem on “  Katie King.” This poem is recorded in Mrs. Tap- 
pan’s volume of London “  Discourses.”

This little incident will set the reader “  at home ” with the 
good Prince, as Miss Corner seems to have been during her 
residence under his roof. The work is dedicated to his memory ; 
and the beautiful and touohing way in which the author alludes 
to his unexpected passing away, is one of the most sincere and 
perfect things of the kind in the language. It is a noble testi
mony, not only to the grandeur of character of the deceased 
Prince and his family, but to Miss Corner’s personal worth as 
their distinguished visitor and equal in her genuine apprecia
tion, and in such good taste, of the high merits she so feelingly 
and eloquently describes.

The Prince met her and her companion at Cologne, and the 
book is a narrative of tho beauties, antiquities, and wonders to 
be encountered on the way to Walluf, tho residence of the 
Prince. No doubt thousands have done that distance; but 
with the aid of Miss Corner's eyes and ears, and almost match
less style of vivid and vivacious description, the traveller who 
takes her (in book form) as a companion, will see the scenery 
as he never saw it before. To those who have to remain at 
home, the book is even more helpful; for it saves one the cost 
and effort of making the voyage.

For Miss Corner’s “  Rhineland ” is not of that kind whioh is 
descanted upon in the Guide-Books. Hers is a psychological 
scene with a physical and historical basis. About every point 
whioh presents itself she has some story to te ll; and the stories 
are so varied in quality of interest (though the quantity is al
ways brimful) that the progress is a perpetually moving men
tal panorama, delighting the eye of the mind as well as that 
of the body. Many of the incidents are mystical or “  supersti
tious,” but to the “  instructed spirit ” they can be explained as 
genuine matter of fact, based upon spiritual phenomena. It 
is a spiritual book in truth, how can it be otherwise, when 
its production from first to last is so olosely associated with 
those who entertain the angel-world ?

The home incidents in the Prince’s family, and the excur
sions undertaken for pleasure, are delightfully amusing. And 
though the author makes no attempt at teaching, yet even ex
perienced readers will not rise from its perusal without a sense 
of “  instruction ”—a peculiar satisfaction of mind and soul, that 
cannot be defined by any other word.

Miss Corner’s object in printing the book was to raise funds 
to give a number of poor children a New Year’s treat. She has 
made the book so pretty, that there can be but little margin 
left after the whole edition is sold ou t; so it is desirable that 
they go off at once. The best edition is gilt edged; and on the 
bevelled cloth case is a scene—Rheinstein—in silver and gold. 
It is thus really one of the handsomest books in print, and of 
interest to the friends of Spiritualism as a product of the re
cently established printing machinery of the publisher.

Seeing that Miss Corner's labours are of so disinterested h 
character, and her volume so worthy, we have no hesitation in 
recommending it very warmly, especially as a present, of which 
it is one of the most acceptable in book form.

T de S h r o p s h i r e  M y s t e r y .—On behalf of Mr. Davies’s 
family Mr. Thomas has received from “  J. C. D.” Is .; Mr. G. 
Watkinson Is. 6d.; Miss Eliza Richards Is. We have had the 
cause of these evil manifestations related, which makes the 
case a more profound psychological problem still, and renders 
the family more amenable to our sympathy. We hope for the 
credit of the hearts of Spiritualists that there have been more 
responses sent direct to the family.

R IT U A L IS T IC  S P IR IT U A L ISM .
F r o m  “  B e r t h a , ”  b y  W . J. C o l v i l l e .

W ith the prospect of receiving a present of flowers, an in
troduction to the new clergyman, and of hearing the singer 
over whom their parents had gone into ecstacies at the 11 
o’clock service, all the children of the district were in the 
church, when the Only carriage deposited the clergynjan, the 
organist, and the singer at the church doors just in Hue for 
the service. Many were the audible whispers which reached 
other ears besides Bertha’s, as she, accompanied by the 
organist, walked up the aisle to the chapel on the north side * 
of the chancel, which held the organ, and from that moment 
the Misses Only looked upon the singer as a dangerous rival.

Several gentlemen were heard to exclaim : “  Isn’t she 
jo lly ! ” “ by Jove ! that’s a sweet face,” “ Great Caesar! what 
eyes and hair she has, and what dainty little hands.” Tliese 
and several other equally characteristic and well-bred mascu
line ejaculations were heard arising from the Squire’s pew, in 
which, after the service had commenced, the Squire’s eldest 
son— a splendid young man of twenty-five or thereabouts, 
who had that very morning arrived from a hunting expedi
tion in Norway, and had gone to church on purpose to see as 
much as hear the new singer— lifted his opera glass, and 
gazed steadfastly at the rapt expression of something more 
than ordinary devotion, which lit up the fair songstress’s entire 
countenance as she sang—

M O PanuiUe ! O Paradise ! I want to sin no more;
I want to be as pure on earth, as on thy spotless shore ;

Where loyal hearts and trne, stand ever in the light,
All rapture through and through, in God’s most holy sight.**

“  And it’s little sin you’ve committed I ’m thinking, to judge 
by your heavenly features. I  only hope my girl as I  lost 
last winter is as pure now after all these months in purga
tory— God rest her soul,— as you is this minit,” muttered a 
kind-hearted old Irishwoman, who with her three little boys, 
had come all the way from Michaelsville, five miles distant, 
to see the young lady who had been described to her as the 
“  very image of her Bridget”

The singing ceased, the Rev. Francis Creamcheese mut
tered the few prayers which preceded the catechizing, as 
though he thought it an “ awful bore ” to have to read them 
at all, and then addressing the children, he talked to them 
for nearly half-an-hour, about saving their pennies to beautify 
the house of G od ; and told them how necessary it was for 
them to get up at daybreak and come to church, so that their 
bodies might be made ready to rise in glory at the judg
ment. He then gave them the best advice, no doubt, he 
was able to give, and from his plane of frivolous thought, no 
doubt, illustrated the subject of good influence admirably. 
Taking a very fine cambric handkerchief from his pocket—  
one out of the dozen which the Misses Only had presented 
to him that morning as a mark of their undying fealty to the 
cause of true religion, of which he was so saintly a repre
sentative— he waved it before them, and asked them if they 
could not detect a delicious fragrance arising from i t ; telling 
them that this fragrance was due to some delicate perfume 
which he had had presented to him with the handkerchiefs, 
by some dear, good young ladies, who aspired to as great 
saintliness in their devotion to the servants of Christ, as that 
attained to by the sainted woman who spent three hundred 
pence in perfuming the feet of Jesus. This elegant toilette 
requisite was to him a symbol of the grace of God in the 
soul, conferred upon those who had by devotion to the Church 
merited its bestowal. The handkerchief itself was an em
blem of the human spirit, as it should be, clean, white, spot
less. After telling the children to aspire to become like 
delicately perfumed cambric handkerchiefs, that they might 
make sweet the air wherever they went, he told them that 
angels looked just as he did. They were young men, and he 
was under thirty; they wore white, and he had a new sur
plice on of snowy purity ; and had white hands, and waved 
immaculate handkerchiefs : thus leaving upon the minds of 
the children the impression, that angels closely resembled 
clerical fops with scented handkerchiefs. He added: “  Now, 
you must all kneel down and look right at my back, while 
the young lady who sings so beautifully, invokes and praises 
one of those celestial beings, like unto whom you must all 
strive to become.”— “  B e r t h a .”

P r o g n o s t ic a t io n .—An American friend writes to Miss Lottie 
Fowler, reminding her of a sitting he had with her four years 
ago. Two years afterwards a patent was taken out as des
cribed ; and a lawsuit was fought, all of which was unantici
pated at the time of the sitting. Miss Fowler seems to have 
warm friends in America.



PSYCHOLOGY.
WHAT 18 THOUGHT-READING.

[Dr. Bates, of North Shields, notwithstanding his profession
al position, does not make a secret of his knowledge of Spiritual 
Science. A recent correspondent informed ns that on Mr. Col
ville’s last visit to Tyneside, he held a reception at the resi
dence of Dr. Bates. Certain conjuring performances in the 
neighbourhood raised a newspaper correspondence, from which 
the following communication by Dr. Bates is well worthy the 
attention of our readers. It is remarkable that the Clergy so 
readily acquiesce in the tactics of ooojurers and their mislead
ing pretentions, and at the same time scowl down scientific 
testimony and private investigation. 44 Birds of a feather,” etc/ 

To the Editor of the Shields Daily News.
Sir,—What is thought-reading? Such is the question to 

which the recent visit of Mr. Cumberland has given in our 
town a temporary conversational currency; and judging from 
the large audiences which have witnessed the performances, 
the question has exoited no small amount of interest. This 
interest is doubtless partly due to another oause, viz., the as
sociation with the thought-reader’s peculiar gift of a series of 
clever conjuring trioks, with the avowed object of exposing to 
ridicule the phenomena of Spiritualism. To that portion of 
his audience who were either entirely unfamiliar with psycho
logical investigations or ignorantly prejudiced against them, 
his exposition would possibly appear completely successful. 
On the other band, to those who have approached the subject 
in the true spirit of scientific enquiry, the wonderful and 
beautiful phenomena of Spiritualism will remain, Mr. Stuart 
Cumberland and his conjuring notwithstanding. In his charac
ter as a skilful performer of tricks he doubtless fully merits 
the applause he generally receives, but it is somewhat singular 
that I have not met one of his numerous auditory who has been 
able to say that their knowledge of the only thing that gave 
sense or dignity to his performance, viz., the thought-reading 
experiment, was in any way advanced by anything he said 
or did* And this is certainly the more surprising, inasmuch 
as he explained so many tricks that were worthless, and left 
his only redeeming bit of experimental philosophy carefully 
unexplained. Possibly, from a certain point of view, this was 
an act of prudence, as if be were to denude his peculiar gift of 
the charm of mystery, and cease to make it the means of at
tacking an unpopular faith, he might, like Othello, find his 
occupation gone, and his clerical and fashionable audiences 
beautifully less. This much I feel justified in saying, not from 
any personal feeling against Mr. Cumberland, whom I do not 
know, but beoause I objeot to illicit association of a psycho
logical phenomenon with conjuring tricks for the purpose of 
bringing into contempt the serious investigation of highly in
teresting scientific problems, which lie at the base of the re
ligious faith of many thousands of people. Therefore, sir, with 
your permission, I will endeavour, through the medium of your 
columns, to answer the question which stands at the head of 
my letter, viz., What is thought-reading ?

For this purpose, I will lay under contribution the work on 
Animal Magnetism by the late Dr. Gregory, who was for many 
years Professor of Chemistry, in the University of Edinburgh. 
From this book the reader will learn, that the pin finding and 
the readings of the numbers of bank notes, etc., e tc , is not by 
any means a new discovery, and that many phenomena pro
duced under the strictest test conditions have established the 
existence of clairvoyance as a fact which it is impossible any 
longer to doubt. Of clairvoyance, he distinguished two kinds, 
viz., the sympathetic, indireot or mediate, knd the direot or im
mediate. In the first, the perceptions are derived from the 
images or objects in the mind or thought of others ; in the 
second, absent or distant material objects are perceived with
out the use of the eyes. The phenomena characteristic of each 
are also divided into distinct classes, and bot1* are traced to a 
common oause, viz., a kind of sympathy existing between the 
sensitive and bis mesmeriser. The phenomena also occur 
spontaneously and consciously, and are sometimes produced 
by fixedly gazing for a few minutes on a bright objeot. The 
phenomena of the sympathetic, indirect, or mediate form, are 
oalled thought-reading, and are only produced when the clair
voyant is ex rapport with the mind of another person—what
ever occupies the mind of this person is perceived by the 
sensitive. In this way the contents of a sealed packet, the 
furniture of a room, the person of an absent friend, are describ
ed with the greatest accuracy, provided they are imaged in tbe 
thought of the person with whom he is ex rapport. Of direct 
or immediate clairvoyance, many examples are given, supported 
by such testimony and tests as leave no room for doubt that it 
iB now an established fact. Major Buckley, whose well-con
ducted experiments constitute him an authority on this subject, 
adopted, amongst other methods, the following: From 40 
different confectioners, nuts, enclosing mottoes, were purchased 
and sealed up in separate boxes. These were then submitted 
to the clairvoyants, some of whom were in the mesmeric sleep, 
but most in the conscious state. In this way the mottoes con
tained in 4,860 nutshells were correctly read by 44 clairvoyants, 
42 of whom belonged to the higher classes of society. The 
longest motto thus read contained 89 words. Many other

I beautiful experiments might be quoted, but respect for your 
spaoe oompels me to confine my illustrations within the briefest 
possible limits.

With regard to the explanation of the causes producing 
these phenomena, Dr. Gregory is of opinion, that it will be 
found owing to the inflnence of a peculiar force discovered by 
the late Baron Von Reiohonbach, to which he gave the name of 
“ odyle.”  This force, fluid, or imponderable agent, was proved 
by the baron, quite independently of all experiments in the 
mesmeric sleep, to exist in all forms of matter, and its action 
perceived in various forms by a large proportion of mankind, 
and always very distinctly by spontaneous somnambulists. 
This force or influence partakes of some of the properties of 
the other imponderables; thus like heat, light, and electrioity, 
it is sent forth in all directions, and its emanations ane lumin
ous to sensitive persona in tbe dark, and like eleotrioity it is 
polar in its distribution. Crystals and magnets possess it, and 
exhibit its Inminous emanations, often in great beauty, and it 
is seen by the sensitive in the magnetic sleep to issue from 
the tips of the operator’s fingers. It travels much less rapidly 
than light, but more rapidly than heat; it passes readily 
through all known substances. It is generated by every 
speoies of chemical actions, by respiration, and the changes 
going on in the human body generally. It is found in plants, 
and as its presence has been detected in the light of the sun, 
moon, and stars, it may be safely concluded that it pervades 
the universe. Dr. Gregory then proceeds to show that this in
fluence or foroe, largely possessed by crystals and the magnet, 
and which, when passes are made by them, is capable of pro
ducing the magnetic sleep, is identical with the influence poss
essed by the hnman hand, from which the sensitive perceives 
tbe luminous odylio emanations. The following quotations 
will show how he applies the knowledge gained of tbe nature 
of odyle to the explanation of the phenomena of clairvoy
ance, e tc :— .

“ Now let us suppose that the odylio emanations, which ap
pear certainly to be emitted by all bodies, fall on our inner 
sense; they also are entirely over-looked in persons of ordinary 
sensitiveness, because they are very feeble when compared 
with those of sight, hearing, smell, and touch. The sensitives, 
however, perceive them when their attention is directed to 
them, and under favourable circumstances; and the laoid ars 
very highly sensitive. Next, let us see what happens in the 
mesmeric sleep. In that state, the two most marked characters 
are, tbe closing of some one or more of the external senses, 
especially of sight and of hearing,—the two which are constant
ly receiving impressions from without. The consequence is, 
that the inner sense, no longer distracted by the coarse impres
sions of these senses, becomes alive to the finer odylic emana
tions (which do not require tbe usual modes of aocess as we 
have seen), and may even perceive the faint pulses or rever
berations of tbe distant sights, Bounds, etc., alluded to in tbe 
last paragraph but one, the odylio atmosphere aiding perhaps 
to convey them by their new route. If the subject be highly 
sensitive, and tbe external senses closed, be is in the very beat 
condition for lucid perception ; but the impressions he notioes 
are not new; they were formerly overlooked on account of their 
faintness ; they are now attended to because of their intensity; 
for they are the strongest of all that now reach the sensoriam. 
One powerful argument in favour of this view is derived from 
the fact, that the lucid state occurs spontaneously, and is then 
always preceded by abstraction, concentration of thonght, 
reverie, sleep, or somnambulism, all of which states render ns 
dead to tbe impressions of the external senses, and, by conse
quence, alive to odylic impressions.”

Such is a very brief and imperfect sketch of Dr. Gregory’s 
explanation of those very interesting phenomena. To all who 
wish to pursue the investigation farther, I know of no work 
more likely to assist them than the one from whioh I have just 
quoted. At all events, its persual will convince them that the 
subject has been treated by an acute and logical reasoner, and 
one not likely either to be entioed by the glamour of novelty, 
or deterred by the strange an l mysterious from pursuing the 
strict lines of scientific research.

I am, Sir, yours respeotfuliy, Johx P. Bates.
--------♦-------

Was it “  Prayer ? Says the “  Echo: ” “  the 4 New York 
Herald ’ wishes to know how Professor Tyndall feels. It says 
that a Western man, who had a great deal of money but had 
no confidence in banks, was thoughtless enough to die before 
informing his wife where the cash was hidden. The widow 
therefore had double cause for sorrow ; but suddenly she took 
to prayer, and assailed Heaven for four-and-twenty continuous 
hours. Then something impelled her to turn over some bee
hives, under whioh she found thousands of dollars in green
backs. A bunch of keys dropped through a crack in the barn 
floor led to the discovery of a half-gallon jar and a grain sack, 
and both were full of coin. The aggregate of the days * finds ’ 
was nearly a quarter of a million dollars.” Tbe widow must 
have been an impressible medium*: either naturally so, or was 
made so, by softening ber brain with such a protracted exercise 
of cerebration—perhaps a better name for it than 44 prayer.”
I f “ prayer” be “ the soul’s sincere desire:” Do “ souls” 
desire or require hidden treasures ? The “  God of this world n 
would demand her gratitude, at any rate.



THE THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT.
THE THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT.

To the Editor.—Sir,—If people can give plain answers to 
plain questions, I have always found them only too glad to 
do so.

I ask your readers, therefore, to note that Mr. Oxley has, in 
his (not very intelligible) letter of this week, given no answer 
to my very plain question to him : v iz .: “  In what Libraries has 
he perused those manuscripts of Josephus, and I will now add 
of others, of earlier date than the 10th century (not in the 
British Museum), in which he asserts that their testimony to 
the personal existence of our Lord and His Apostles is not 
found ? ”

No queetion can be more simple and straightforward than 
this—and two words would answer i t !

Yet Mr. Oxley answers not!
I leave your readers, therefore, to draw their own conclu

sions from Mr. Oxley’s silence.
At all' events, his silence leaves the arguments of my 

previous letter unassailed, therefore, further words from me on 
the above are needless; and as it is not fair to take up your 
valuable spaco with repetition, I can only beg to refer your 
readers to my previous letter, in perfect confidence that they 
will feel with me, 44 that until answered, it may fairly be con
sidered unanswerable.”

Therefore that the testimony of 1,800 years to the personal 
existence of Jesus and His apostles, rests upon as firm a rock 
as ever!—I beg to remain, Sir, faithfully yours, 44L i l y ”  

January 6,1884.

JESUS.
Why all this fuss about our good friend Jesus ?

Whither he lived some eighteen centuries ago 
Or not; or whither he came down from heaven to ease us 

Of all the sins that we poor mortals know 
Or even dream of, which I think should please us 

To be so highly honoured, if His so.
I f  not, to all young minds it is a great pollution 
For them to hear so much about his execution.
I  cannot say, that I am orthodoxy quite;

The 44 atoning blood ” is scarcely good enough for m e; 
But in due time, I know, I shall be right,

And dwell where sometimes I have longed to be—
With spirit-friends, clothed in pure robes of white,

And to the Bible God ne’er bend the knee.
Can a wrath’’ and “  vengeance” emanate from God ? no, 

never I
Our Father’s love to all shall bud and bloom for ever.
44 The man Christ Jesus ” was a noble soul—

A “  great exemplar ”—sterling to the end ;
His name shall honoured be from pole to pole ,*

To rich and poor alike a genuine friend.
Like some in every age he gave his whole 

Life for the Cause of man, his state to mend:
Follow in his path where all is sound and lasting,
But Heaven preserve us from the six weeks’ fasting!
’Tis said he used the words: 44 Thy God and mine ” ;

And, aho, 44 There is no one good but One ” ;
Again,44 Thy will be done,” said he 44 of David’s line,”—

His genealogy proves him Joseph’s son :
In time 44 the fathers ” made our friend Divine,

Whom they had killed before his work was done.
Away with childish creeds, and every priestly load :
Let conscience guide us and we’ll do the will of God!

“ S c o t c h  G a r d e n e r .”---------- + ----------
Mf. Editor.—Dear Sir,—rWill you permit a constant reader 

of your paper to say a word or two on the 44 Theological Con
flict ? ” Mr. Oxley seems to rely on three elements to make up 
his system of theology, namely, Egyptian Monuments, Astro
nomy, and jnanuscripts, which he makes to fit into one another. 
We are told that the 44 Book of the Dead” is of recent date, 
about four or five centuries b.c., yet our friend tells us that he 
does not believe in Christ, and that the books of the New 
Testament cannot be proved to exist before the tenth century. 
If Egyptian tombs may be employed to prove the mythological 
history of that people, in like manner the Catacombs of Home, 
may be used to prove the origin of Christianity. Jerome, in 
the fourth century, tells us that the devout on Sundays, were 
accustomed to go down into the crypts, dug in the heart of the 
earth, where the walls on either side were lined with the dead, 
to visit the graves of the martyrs : and he forcibly describes 
the awe with which he himself was struck, by the gloom and 
religious associations, on the visits which he paid to the Capi
tal when a student. The following are a few inscriptions, as 
given by the learned from the Latin: a .d . 161, 44 In Christ, 
Alexander is not dead; but lives beyond the stars, and his 
body rests in this tomb.” 44 In the time of the Emperor 
Adrian, Marius, a young military officer, gave up his life for 
Christ.” 44 Victorina sleeps,” 44 Gemotta sleeps in peace,” In 
Christ the servant of God, and Friend of all men, enemy to 
none*”  The emblem of the cross is common on the tablets.

)On stones innumerable appears the Good Shepherd bearing on 
his shoulders the recovered sheep.

Those of us who hold spirit communion, are, to a certain ex
tent, independent of ancient inspired records, because we may 
drink of the living stream, or at the fountain bead. Mr. Peebles 
in his w ork,44 The Seers of the Ages,” says, 44 The disoiples and 
early Christians held communion with the Spirit of Jesus.” So 
it may be now. There are many families whose names are 
unknown, who realize the presence of the Master, where his 
form is seen ; who listen to the melting tenderness of his words, 
and feel the gracious influences of his presence, as truly as did 
the family at Bethany.

The five Stones spoken of by our learned friend, with other 
weapons, may destroy Theology; but not Christianity in its 
pure form. To all who make the attempt let me say,44 Be
ware, lest ye be found fighting against God.”—I am, dear Sir, 
yours truly. J. Humphries.

Peckham. ---------- + ----------
EABBI SONNESOHEIN ON CHRISTMAS.

The announcement that Rabbi Sonneschein would speak on 
44 Can the American Jew keep Christmas, and how ? ” was suf
ficient to fill the Temple Shaare Emeth. It is the first time 
this important question has ever been handled by a Jewish 
divine, and its discussion by a rabbi of Dr. Sonneschein’s 
standing made the lecture an item of great interest to the 
Jewish people. “ First, can the American Jew keep Christ
mas ? I say he can, without in the least disgracing bis reli
gious convictions, or interfering with the building up of a 
stronger and nobler Judaism than that of former ages and 
older continents. Christmas being called in German by a 
name less grating on the Jewish ear,44 Weihnacht,” was not 
known in the Christian calendar till the end of the fifth cen
tury. The primitive church celebrated the natal day of the 
founder of Christianity in April or in May, according to former 
tradition, but the 25th of December being celebrated all over 
the pagan world as that peculiarly blessed time of year where 
the longest night has to give way to the lengthening of the 
day, demanded a recognition from the hands of the Ohurok 
authorities. The festivities of that season were too deeply 
rooted in the hearts of the people to allow any tampering or 
abolition. What did the Church authorities do? They yielded 
to the inevitable, accepted the situation, and appointed the 25th 
of December the day of the Nativity. This is the genesis of 
Christmas. No Christian theologian who has a scientific repu
tation at stake will dare dispute these facts. But the most 
remarkable feature in connection with this history of the 
Christmas day is the fact that the Maccabean priests, who so 
thoroughly eradicated the Greek idolatry of their times, after 
their splendid victory over the Syrian tyrant, used the same 
priestly authority in making the 25th of Kisler, the Jewish 
month corresponding with the month of December, also a fes
tival to be celebrated annually by the Jews in place of the 
pagan abominations and pollutions that were perpetrated 
among their own people, in obedience to the prevailing heathen 
custom of the age. This festival is known in the Jewish calen
dar by the name of Hannuccah (the feast of dedication). Here 
we have two distinct feasts, the older Jewish and the younger 
Christian one ingrafted, so to speak, upon the natural tendenoy 
of the religious instinct in man to solemnize that peculiar sea
son of the year when the longest night is giving way to the 
lengthening of the day.
i l44 Christmas in the eye of the American Jew is thus simply 
imbued with the character of a national holiday, and being 
prominently and exclusively a children’s holiday, I do not see 
any reason why the American Jew oould not keep it in common 
with his gentile neighbour.”—44&t. Louis Republican.”

O B I T U A R Y .
MRS. CAMPBELL.

With feelings of deep regret, we have to record the passing 
away from this life, on Monday, December 24, 1883, of Mary, 
the beloved wife of Mr. Charles Campbell, late of Perkins Villa. 
Mrs. Campbell—who was in the 34th year of her earth-life— 
was an ardent Spiritualist, and, being of a genial disposition 
and high principles, had endeared herself amongst a large 
circle of friends, by whom she will be greatly missed. The 
deceased lady, along with her husband and family, had only 
removed a few weeks ago from Perkins Villa to Sunderland. 
Interment took place at Southwick Church, and was attended 
by a very large number of the friends of the Cause. Hymns 
No. 88 and 91, 44 Spiritual Lyre,” were beautifully rendered, 
the proceedings being conducted by Mr. F. Walker.

-------- 4--------
Bradford.—Mr. J. Armitage spoke at Walton Street Cburoh 

on Sunday. In the afternoon nine subjects were sent up from 
the audience, four of which were discussed by the guides of 
the speaker. In the evening there was a collection of three 
subjects, which were again very ably handled by Mr. Armitage, 
and received with great attention by a large audience on both 
occasions. There were as usual many strangers present, 
showing that these Sunday meetings do much to extend the 
Cause.—Cor.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
This week the concluding portion of Mr. Oxley’s oh&pter on 

the Egyptian Scriptures is given. Few of onr readers have 
been hitherto possessed of the knowledge thus conveyed. It 
is to be regretted that the details were not more ample. It 
showB that the revelation of man’s immortal state, and the 
moral deductions derivable therefrom, called the “  Gospel,” 
aro no novelty in the world. The essentials of the Book of the 
Dead extend back some 6,000 years. By what process was 
this knowledge derived ? Mr. Massey answers this question in 
bis “  Natural Genesis.” In his recent lectures he thought man 

* had ideas of immortality 50,000 years ago. These historical 
investigators are engaged on a great and important work.

As soon as the matter is in readiness, our readers are pro
mised Mr. Oxley’s concluding chapter, showing how the Osirian 
Mythology became Christianity. This is a very severe labour, 
and in it tho worker deserves the sincere sympathy and sup
port of every truth-loving soul. When we reflect that for 
hundreds of years it was the chief work of the apologists of 
the new sect, not only to destroy all historical materials they 
could lay hands on, but to falsify works they allowed to remain, 
and invent downright falsehoods to crown the whole, it can 
he imagined what a t^sk is in hand. But the reign of iniquity 
is at its close; the light of a New Dispensation will dissipate 
the gloom of ignorance and bigotry, and place Spiritual Truth 
on the throne, which Sectarian Falsehood has so long usurped.

The Control this week places, in a very pointed manner, 
the religious basis of Spiritualism in opposition to that of the 
hero-worship of Christianity, and other historical-personage 
and God-of-wrath systems. The conflicts of the past in 
matters of religion have not been to restrain men from doing 
evil, but to coerce them into the worship of oertain idols, that 
havo been set up in the interests of priestcraft. This course 
has led to all the infidelity and materialism. It has disgusted 
the heart of man, to see by what irreligious means religion 
has been enforced ; and it has alienated the intellect, when it 
has been observed by what falsehoods and sophistries divine 
incarnations have been manufactured. Certainly the Control 
shows that a genuine piety of sentiment and moral power in 
teaching can he manifested apart from the systems of Antbro- 
pol&try. I f we place tho root of religion inside of man, it is 
impossible for him to get away from it. The popular system, 
degrades the sonl as the offspring of Satan, and attempts its 
redemption by a process equally obnoxious. We oan have no 
genuine spirit-communion on such a false basis. The Religious 
Truth is the greatest of all Truth: the Boot, of which all other 
spiritual questions are mere branches.

parties. At the same time we can from experience state that 
we have seen muoh good. We have seen a medium developed 
instantly by a touoh of the hand. That of communicating 
spiritual power through the hand, is one of the most anoient 
traditions: one that is universally practised in the Christian 
Ohnrch and from the unflinching attitude of sectarianism 
and bigotry which the “  cloth” universally manifests, it seems 
to be a very effectual method of “  laying on the gas.” Only bo 
careful what kind of gas you lay on—whose hand yon allow to 
go on your head.

Mr. Oogin is on the line laid downl>y A. J. Davis, as to the 
ability of man to control the nervous Bystem, so as to expel 
disease and injury. The writer remembers a remarkable case 
of the kind. Once with a pair of heary low shoes on, he was 
in the aot of kicking a ball with all his might, when the foot 
in full swing caught the other unprotected ankle. The pain 
was intense., and be thought he would be unable to walk. A 
surging foroe rose up within him ; he was compelled to stroke 
the kicked ankle downwards with both hands, while this 
agitated foroe seemed to pour down upon the affected part. In 
a few seoonds the pain was entirely gone; walking was not 
interfered with, and no mark was visible. Snch a power as 
this, conld it he commanded at all times, would prove a saviour 
indeed to many human ills, physical and spiritual.

A vast amount of discnssion and accrimony have occurred in 
the United States over the policy of Mr. Bundy, editor of the 
“  Beligio-Philosophical Journal,” in reference to fraudulent 
mediums. This week we give space to an article which places 
his position clearly before the public. It is an incomplete 
method. We will have fraudulent mediums while we systema
tically ignore the laws of spirit-communion, by the employ
ment of mechanical tests and the use of promiscuous publio 
circles. To “  expose ” the fruit and cultivate the seed, is illo
gical. We wish Mr. Bundy would look into this matter.

It will be observed how much Mr. Bundy builds on English 
testimony in his article in defence of Spiritualism. These 
quoted testimonies are the result of private personal investiga
tions. These sources have been the means of building up the 
Cause; while the “ rogue and vagabond” publio exhibitors 
have pulled it down faster. Not that all public sittings have 
been unfavourable: not that a medium who thus sits is oertain 
to injure the Oause; but the injurious results of the system, to 
medium and the Cause alike, have been snob, that it is a 
method which should be left to the conjurers and their dopes.

Some few years ago we wrote that we expeoted to see the 
time when all public exhibitions of spiritual phenomena would 
have descended to the conjurer’s plane; and the “  trade ” in 
wonders would he solely in the hands of that class.. The time 
thus prognosticated has about arrived. But it was the making 
of Spiritualism a show, in the first place, that gave the wily 
conjurers the “  tip.” We have watched with great interest the 
show system, from the time of Dr. Ferguson and the Daven
ports. These mediums, even, at last classed themselves as con
jurers ; but a conjurer may be a medium. At the same time, 
Spiritualists are the worst enemies of their Cause, unless they 
place mediumship on an educational and spiritual basis. The 
laws of mediumship should he constantly observed in all 
sittings.

The person who went from Stamford to Peterborough on 
purpose to catch Miss Wood, and did catch her, it will be 
remembered, has announced a lecture with experiments to 
“ expose Spiritualism.” He trades on the credit which has 
been given him by Spiritualists, that he is a medium. And 
none the better is he for that. Mediums are not so much in 
request in the world as honest, well-intentioned men and 
women. Unless a man possesses these moral qualities, the less 
of mediumship he exercises the better.

We attended a physical seance the other evening, at which 
circumstances occurred, which, had they been paramount, 
might have led to unpleasant results. Several well-intentioned 
and experienced Spiritualists brought with them some friends 
to whom they desired to introduce the phenomena. One of 
these was a pronounced “  sceptic,” it afterwards appeared. 
During the sitting, the spirit in the direct voice reproved one 
of the visitors for attempting to produce phenomena. The 
spirit would not point out the transgressor, but said the guilty 
one would know who it was. The manifestations were unmis
takably genuine, and in some respects very interesting, yet no 
impression was made on this “ sceptic.” At the close he 
growled, why these things could not take plaoe in the light. 
Well, he, or one of the party, could not have so well attempted 
to work that impudent trick in the light, and it ought to have 
been to him a matter of satisfaction that this overt act conld 
be discovered in the dark. The trickster evidently thought 
he was unseen; but such was not the case. Such people 
should really “  love the darkness,” for their deeds require it ; 
yet a solemn promise bad been given, that the rules would he 
observed.

Though we are too far from the centre of Africa to profit by -------- - % „
“  Ooginism,” yet we give Mr. Gogin's views as suggestive of The holiday season Reports this ye;.r indicate a great ad- 
medium development. In such cases all depends on the vance in the social status of Spiritualism. This evidenoe 
quality of the operator. We have known great evil and presents itself in many forms. First, we have large gather- 
annoyance wrought by meddling mesmeristrs§ in spiritual | ings brought together without apparent effort; the notioe in



the Medium being seemingly all the publicity required. 
Secondly, at these meetings good entertainment has been pro
vided, implying increased culture on the part of Spiritualists. 
Thirdly, in several cases large sums of money have been col
lected, the result of bazaar efforts, and other agreeable 
methods of getting at the resources of the adherents of the 
Clause. The extent of Spiritualism, in a social sense, cannot, 
however, be estimated by the public movement in any form.

Some of our readers are having the portrait of A.T.T.P. 
framed, while others bind the volume. We have duplicate 
portraits for those who require them. Cases to bind the volume 
may be had, price 2s. 6d. each. Bind the Medium : the vo
lumes will be useful, and become increasingly valuable.

We give a choice little episode from “  Bertha,” as we go 
along with the printing of it. This tale sets forth a vast num
ber of phases of character and teaching.

A. T. T. P.’s work of Controls is to be entitled “  Essays from 
the Unseen.” We' have read the first two sheets which are 
already printed off. It consists of introductory matter of ex
cellent quality.

♦
Seven Years’ Sittings.—On Tuesday, January 22, Mr. 

Towns will celebrate the Seventh Anniversary of his sittings at 
the Spiritual Institution. There will not be the usual seance, 
but a social evening, so that all can feel at home and take part. 
Fruit and other refreshments. All old friends who have parti
cipated in this seven years’ work are cordially invited.

Keighley.—Mr. S. Cowling, Secretary, kindly w r i t e s “  On 
Sunday, Jan. 20, we shall make a collection, the proceeds of 
which will be sent to you for Institution Week: and we hope a 
nice sum may be received. Wishing you a happy and pros
perous New Year.”

“ RHINELAND” : MISS CORNER’S CHARITIES.
To the Editor.—Sir,—I trust all subscribers have received 

“  Rhineland,”  and are pleased with it. The 2s. 6d. edition is 
exceedingly pretty, and in everybody’s opinion well worth the 
extra shilling. I hope to continue receiving subscriptions for 
the book, and would remind all to forward postage (2Jd. eaoh 
copy;. I was in hopes of reserving a little store for the future 
benefit o f a number o f poor old people, but to my dismay and 
regret the postage has swallowed up a l l ! However, if the 
book goes on selling well, the edition will run out, and then 
we must see if any i ng be left for this other good purpose. 
When this is in print, I trust we may be in the midst of the 
enjoyment of the 10th. Next week no doubt the Medium will 
give a report. Meanwhile, I have only to tender my best 
thanks for parcels received from Mr. Aldridge, Miss Proud, 
Mrs. Walter Qlondinning, Mr. Oaroll, Mrs. Michell, Mr. 
Luxford, Mrs. Allen, Miss Cunningham, Mrs. Parkinson, Miss 
Rutherford, and “  A True Friend to Poor Suffering Humanity.” 
I have also to acknowledge the kindness of the Countess of 
Aberdeen in sending for two copies of “  Rhineland.”

Caroline Corner.
3, St. Thomas’s Square, Hackney.
P.S.—If I have inadvertently omitted to forward any copies 

of “  Rhineland ” to the subscribers, I would be obliged if they 
would kindly remind me on a post card.—C. C.

NEWS FROM MELBOURNE.
My dear Mr. Burns,—I am pleased to tell you that Miss 

Samuel and her parents arrived safe in Melbourne by the 
“  Thames.” They had some very bad weather in the Bay of 
Biscay for three days. They are getting quite settled down, 
and Miss Samuel has commenced to give her Sunday lectures. 
They have taken a bouse, and attached to it is a good sized 
H all; it will hold from one hundred and fifty to two hundred, 
—just the place to suit them. The Y. A. S. kindly asked her 
to lecture for them ; but she declined their offer, preferring to 
work independently. Her lectures are well attended.

I suppose you have heard about poor Denton—passing over 
in New Guinea. Last Sunday we had a Memorial Sunday in 
the Lyceum. It was decorated with beautiful flowers; and 
suitable speeches were made by Messrs. Terry, Lang, and 
others. Mr. Terry told the Lyceum that he had just received 
a letter stating that Mr. Denton was fnllv aware that his death 
was near, and he heard spirit voices talking to him, telling 
him to be of good cheer, that his friends Were near him. How 
grand to know that when we are far away from all earthly 
friends, our spirit friends are near us to give us all the assist
ance they possibly can. Thank God for a knowledge of the 
spirit world.

I have been giving sittings for the direct voices, and have 
been very successful. It is quite pleasant to meet and talk to 
friends again.

I think Spiritualism is undergoing a great change in this 
part of the world: I  think a ohange for the better. More pri
vate mediums are being developed, and friends are getting the 
proofs they require in their homes.

I will write again soon, and give you a short account of the 
Oause in Melbourne.—Believe me to remain your sincere friend,

66, Nicholson Street, Fitzroy, Geo. Spriggs.
Melbourne, Australia, Nov., 1883.

EGYPT: THE LAND OF WONDERS. 
By William Oxley.

T H E  E G Y P T I A N  S C R IP T U R E S . (

The Fourteenth Book is, “  The Festivals of the Names of 
the Gods ” (chapter cxli. to cxliii.). In the first chapter sixty 
are given, and in the second 100 names of Osiris are men
tioned. Their Calendar was undoubtedly founded upon 
solar and lunar changes— like the Christian Calendar, used 
in the Roman and Anglican sections to this very day,— and 
these festivals were commemorative of celestial phenomena, 
as well as of the annual inundation, which was the all-im
portant thing to the Egyptians, as their very existence. de
pended upon i t

The Fifteenth Book is, “  The House of Osiris,” and com
prises chapters cxliv. to elxi. The 144th or opening chapter 
contains the names of the seven Halls (or Residences), each 
of which has a Guardian, and a name written on it. The 
Guardian of the first Hall is, “ The Overthrower of Many 
Forms,” whose name is Sut. The name written on it is Babble. 
The Guardian of the seven is, “ . . . .  of those who are 
hard,” whose name is “  Magnifier of W ords.” The name 
written on it is “ Stopper of the Broken (or Rejected).”

Then follows (in chapter cxlvi.) the Beginning of the Gates 
of the Aahla (Elysium ), or the Abode of Osiris. There are 
twenty-one of these Gates, and at each of these the same 
formula, of giving the names of the Guardians, has to be 
repeated, <fcc., &c.

The remaining chapters of this Book treat of the passage 
of the Soul through the Gates and Houses of Osiris. The 
numbers 7, 15, 21 evidently betoken a later change from the 
12, into which the “ Hours of the N ig h t”  were originally 
divided, and, astrologically speaking, are simply Lunar, as 
diverse from the 12 Solar, Houses of the Sun, and are a dif
ferent version of the same formula. These 12 astrological 
Solar Houses, or Hours, are repeatedly referred to in both 
Old and New Testaments, under many disguises. There is 
a notable one in John, xi., 9, which is used in the narrative of 
the raising of Lazarus, who was then dead. The introduc
tion of the 12 hours is apparently without meaning, or refe
rence to the hero of the story, but, read in the light of these 
chapters, it becomes intelligible. Lazarus is the Egyptian 
defunct Osiris, and being awakened or raised again to life, is 
taken from the Sun after traversing the 12 months (or 12 
signs), and commencing again with a new life. It  is here 
said : “  Are there not 12 hours in the day,” the day being 
simply the annual cycle. W e  have precisely the same thing 
in our division of time, in the 12 hours of the day and 12 
hours of the night.

This Book seems to have been considered one of the most 
important in the Canon; for it was to be used only on high 
festivals, and “ none but a King ora Priest must see it,” (t.e., 
it was only applicable to such). “  The Spirit, for whom this 
Book is made, has prevailed as the Gods ; for he is like unto 
them. There is not such another Book known anywhere or 
for ever,” ( i.e., there will never be such a Book writteu 
again). “ Its chapters must not be multiplied” (see Rev., 
xxii., 1 8 ).

The concluding chapters of this Book refer to The Building 
of a House on Earth, and The Not Letting the Body Corrupt. 
The “  building of the house on earth,” is the erection of an 
elaborate tomb, and the “  non-corruption of the body,” is its 
mummification. But these— like all usages of the Egyptians 
— were representative, or symbolical. They were to represent 
the formation of the spiritual body in its new state or resi
dence. This comes out very clearly in the 145th chapter, in 
which the Osiris soliloquizes, and refers to the physical body 
as corrupting, and producing forms which live and die 
(worms, flies, (fee., &c.). The concluding part distinctly states, 
that the “  body of the Osiris, ” t.e., the spiritual body, “  does 
not corrupt nor turn to worms, nor yet decay.” The con
sciousness of individual life in this new formation is described 
thus : “ I  am ! I  am ! I  live ! I  live ! I  grow ! I  grow! I  wake 
in peace. I  am not corrupted, I am not suffocated there. 
M y substance (the spiritual— not material) is not dispersed. 
No injury is done to my (spiritual) body, it neither wastes 
nor is suffocated (deprived of life), in that land for ever and 
for ever.”

The “  resurrection of the body,” or what body it is that 
will be raised, is still an unsettled question among Christians, 
and the almost universal belief in the after-death re-junction 
of the soul and body, is undoubtedly derived from the



* Egyptian Faith,*’ as it is called, Aooording to the teach- 
ings of the “  wise and instructed spirit,” who is made to speak 
in this remarkable chapter, it is evident that they did not 
believe in the rehabiliment of the Soul of the defunct with 
the physical body that it had left. The whole of their funereal 
formulas were symbolical, and nothing else.

The Sixteenth Book, “  The Orientation,” comprises chap
ters clxii., clxiii., at the dose of which are the words : “ It  is 
ended.” But the introduction of the name of the Theban 
Deity, Ammon-Ra, and others, prove that this with the sup
plementary chapters are later additions, and of comparatively 
modem date, as no reference is made to these, in connection 
with the Ritual proper, prior to the time of the 26th dyn.

“  The Orientation ” is supposed by some to refer to the 
placing of the coffin containing the mummy, so that the four 
winds may blow upon its four sides. I  find nothing to sup
port such a view. Like what has preceded, it is mystical 
and allegorical, and refers to the opening of the “  doors of 
the four winds; ” that is, the four cardinal points of the en
circling ring, which allows the soul, or spirit, to have ingress 
and egress, or to traverse the vast ethereal space in any form 
or shape at will, the great desideratum, for the attainment of 
which all else was as means to the end.

The above is a running notice— condensed as possible— of 
the contents of this wondrously strange and mystical Book.

About the time of the 26th, the last native dynasty, say 
six centuries b .c ., the various Books appear to have been col
lated and used as a Canon; for prior to this date no two 
M SS. agree in the placement of the various chapters, or books; 
which shows that they were before this recognised Canon, 
in separate and detached form. Some portions— to be pre
sently noticed— date from a very remote antiquity, while 
others are clearly glossaries and interpolations, referring to 
the mystic and magical rites which were connected with fune
real ceremonies in later times, when spirituality of thought 
was lost in superstitious observances. In  its present form, it is 
unintelligible to ordinary readers, but without it the history 
of the development of human ecclesiastical systems would be 
incomplete ; and the reader of this volume can hardly have 
failed to see that the Book— the Bible— upon which the 
Christian system rests for evidence of its divine foundation, 
is a re-cast, a re-formation, of its ancient predecessor, the 
Egyptian Scriptures. And like as the child bears the impress 
of its parents’ image, so does the Old and New Testament 
to its parent— the Book of the Manifestation to (of) L igh t  
The parallel conceptions, and even words and sentences, some 
of which I  have noted out of the vast mass, are too plain 
and manifest to be ignored or explained away. How and 
when the actual transformation took place; and when and 
where the Osiric system died and rose again in the Christian 
system, will form the subject matter of the next and conclud
ing chapter.

Like our own Bible, the actual authorship and date of 
publication is involved in the greatest obscurity, but it is ex
tremely suggestive and significant, that the history of both 
run parallel in one respect, viz., that at one period some por
tions were lost In 2 Kings, xxii., 8, it is said: “ And Hilkiah 
the High Priest said unto Shaphan the Scribe, I  have found 
the Book of the Law in the House of the Lord,” the particu
lars of which are repeated in .2 Chron., xxxiv., 14. This 
narrative, coupled with the tradition that Ezra the Scribe 
was the Collector and Editor of the Canon, as we have it, is 
the exact reproduction of what is stated in reference to the 
originals of the Egyptian Canon. A t  the close of the 64th 
chapter it states: “ This chapter was found in the Temple of 
Hermopolis (in which was a temple dedicated to Thoth, the 
Divine Spokesman or Revelator), by the Royal Son of i?a - 
Menka (5th King, 4th dyn.), when travelling to make an 
inventory of the Records of all the temples.” And of the 
130th chapter it states that “ this chapter was found in the 
great Temple of This (the ancient name of Abydus), in the 
reign of Hespu (5th King of 1st dyn.), when the burial 
place which Horus had made for his father, • Osiris, was dis
covered.” These statements may be mere legends, but the 
inscription still to be seen on the coffin of the same King, 
Ra-MenJca (in the British Museum), with contemporary 
monuments of the same dynasty in which the Osiric worship 
is in force, proves the then undoubted antiquity of at least 
some portions of the Book. The earliest example of the 
Ritual (at present known with certitude), or rather, extracts 
therefrom, dates from the close of the 11th dyn. The coffin 
of Queen Mentuhotep, l l t h  dyn., is inscribed with the text 
of the 17th and extracts from the 18th and 64th chapters. 
About the time of the 18th dyn., papyrus seems to have

oome into general nee, and consequently was utilised for M S - 
copies of the Ritual (this is merely a term used in reference 
to the Canon, as we have it in the Turin and other Papyri).

The splendid collection in the Louvre contains a great 
number of Papyri, and amongst them are 12 which date 
from the .18th to 20th dyn., say 1,600 to 1,200 b .o . I  have 
gone over these, and give the chapters, extracts from which 
are given at greater or lesser length, which are inscribed 
thereon, with the names of the persons for whom they were 
written, with the reference numbers. They are as follows:—

No. I I I . 9. Amen-m-heb from 1 to 150 chap.
it ft 36. Nebset „ 64 „  151 ft
ft ft 93. Toura „ 26 „  161 tt
ft ft 89. Tenena „ 1 150 tt
ft ft 53. # * * tt 149 „  150 tt
ft ft 6. Amen-hotep „ 33 „  35 it
ft ft 17. Hor-novre „ 1 „  23 tt
ft ft 101. # # * * ft 17 „  18 it
ft ft 91. Xonson-mes „ 71 „  151 it
ft ft 86. Dhou-ti „ 125 „  126 tt
ft ft 97. Za-hor-aaou-t-y „ 1 „  136 tt
ft ft 47. Nes-ta-neb-ta-ti „ 13 „  145 tt

These demonstrate that the text of the various Books was 
well known at this early date, and existed as Books, if not 
collected in one Canon. There is, also, in the same collection, 
a papyrus containing nearly the whole of the Ritual in its 
present form, written for the Princess Nezem, who was mother 
of Her-Hor, the Priest-King, and first of the 21st dyn. It  
is in a fine state of preservation, and beautifully executed. 
A t  the end of the M S. is a painted picture of Osiris, seated 
on the throne, receiving offerings; and behind whom stands 
Isis, who throws over him her expanded wings, as a protect
ing mantle.

In the Christian system, history repeats an episode of the 
Egyptian one. The seizure of the Crown and royal power 
by Her-Hor, the then High Priest of Ammon, at Thebes, 
antedates the seizure of the royal prorogative by the Roman 
Pontiffs, who were (until very lately) kings as well as high 
priests.

T o  all who are acquainted with the Egyptian Bible and its 
teachings, the Christian claim, that “ the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the only one that has brought life and immortality 
to light,” is simply astounding; and only proves the igno
rant dogmatism of its adherents, who can assert such in face 
of evidence produced in favour of the far more ancient Reli
gion. I f  there be one thing that stands out clear and unmis
takable in the Egyptian Bible, it is the very thing which is 
appropriated by its junior. The Resurrection from the Dead, 
and the Life Everlasting, in a conscious state of existence, is 
the one grand fundamental base of the whole system ; and 
the delineation of the Soul’s experience in the future state 
beyond the grave— which the Christian system and Records 
do not supply— is delineated with a fulness and clearness 
that leaves nothing to be desired in this respect From  
the commencement of the earliest stone and written Records 
(from the time of the 4th dyn.), down to the Christian era, 
it is this that forms the warp and woof of Egyptian Theology. 
Then, in face of such a tangible fact, what becomes of the 
Christian “ claim ?”

I f  taken in its literal sense, many of its dramatic and 
scenic representations and delineations— like many in the 
Biblical writings— are too grotesque to be credible to model'll 
minds; but if studied as symbols and allegories, and more 
than all, as exponent of the thought of the best educated 
men who lived two or more thousand years before Christen
dom was in existence, then they are worthy of being rescued 
from the tomb of oblivion in which they have been so long 
immured. T o  enter further in this direction, does not come 
within the scope of a work of the character which the pre
sent volume assumes.

T o  sum up. The hero— so to speak— of the Egyptian 
Bible, is the “  Instructed Spirit,” who, by virtue of acquiring 
the knowledge of the Truths, vailed in mystic allegories 
(which allegories, being taken from celestial phenomena, are 
of necessity abstract truths, simply because they are the ex-* 
ponents and manifestations, to the outer senses, of the action, 
subservient to Law, ordained and perpetuated by a Supreme 
Power, which is best expressed by the term— G o d !) ,  coupled 
with a pure and moral life, is enabled to enter upon and com
plete the round of being, by successfully overcoming all 
adversaries that would oppose his progress; at the finale of 
which he enters in and out at will; by making all the so- 
called powers of nature subservient to his behests. Such, in



fewest words, was the hope and aim of the aspirant of the 
enlightened votary of this anoient cxUte, at the period of its 
spiritual power, before the vampire of Sacerdotalism fastened 
upon its vitals, and left nothing but a sepulchre, containing 
the remains of a form from which the animating principle had 
for ever fled. T o  be with God ; to be as God ; and to enjoy 
the life of God for ever ; was the supreme object of attain
m ent T o  meet the requirements of the spiritually unde
veloped mind, the God-idea was anthropomorphized, and the 
most perfect form of man, with divine-human qualities, was 
presented in Osiris, who was the object of worship and ador
ation, in precisely the same manner as Jesus the Christ is to 
the evangelical Christian of the present day.

In addition to The Book, which has been passed under 
review in what precedes, there are others, called, “  The Book 
of the Breaths of Life,” of which there are several various 
examples. Some of these are explanatory of the doctrines, 
and give, partially, the hidden or representative meaning of 
what is contained in the Hermetic Writings. There are some 
fine specimens of these in the Louvre ; and “  R. P .,” vol. IV .,  
p. 119, contains a translation of one of this class, which is 
not equal to other M SS. in the Louvre and in the Boolac 
Museum.

Another, scarcely less impressive and authoritative than 
the Ritual itself, was entitled, “  The Book of what is in the 
Lower Hemisphere.” There is, in the Louvre, a fine copy 
written for a H igh Priest, named Osorken, who was grand
son to a king of that name, in the 22nd dyn. I t  is divided 
into twelve sections, with pictorial views to each, and repre
sents the Soul’s passage through the 12 hours of the night 

A t  the first hour, “  The majesty of the great God reaches 
the one-ness, a field of 309 broad and 420 broad. Net-ma-ra 
is the name of the first field (or division) of the lower heaven. 
Henba-usah-u is the name of the Gods who are with him. 
The funereal honours which are given by those who are living 
on earth, dad in the vestments of truth, are here transformed 
to the (defunct) while in this part of the lower heaven.” 
This gives the clue to our understanding why such stress was 
hud upon the prayers for “  funereal honours.” It  meant 
exactly what is understood by the “  prayers for the dead,” 
used by the Romish Church to this day ; the priests of which, 
for a money consideration, engage to aid the souls of their 
defuncts in their passage through Purgatory.

The remainder of the “  hours ” are described in a similar 
manner; the names of the hours, or divisions, and of the 
Gods, or spirits who are in each. Like the other Book, it 
teaches that no progress can be made without a “  knowledge 
of the name,” &c. I f  the names are known, then the voyager 
becomes as one of them for the time being. Divested of its 
mystidsm, it teaches, that the soul, or rather, the spiritual 
being, is introduced into the societies which inhabit the interior 
natural world (immediately contiguous to this), and the entry 
and exit therefrom, indicate progress or advancement. A t  
the close of the 12th hour, the journey is complete, and the 
traveller enters into Light! This is the re-birth, or entrance 
into a new state ; which has perplexed so many. Nowhere 
can I  discover that the Egyptians taught the doctrine of re
incarnation, t.e., in the sense of “  being born a second time 
through a feminine uterus.” That which makes, and is, the 
Ego, once incarnated into physical conditions, needeth not to 
do so a second tim e; for the births and re-births ever after
wards are the entrance into and exit from new and distinct 
states of being; at least such is what I  cull from all ancient 
esoteric truths, in whatever system.

A s illustrative of the conception of the future life, I give 
an example from a papyrus in the Louvre (II.) of A m en-m - 
sasu-a, who was Chief of Charioteers to one of the kings of the 
19th dyn.

In the first picture, the Osiris (the defunct chief) offers 
a libation to the God Ra. In  the second he is kneeling 
in prayer to Ra and the Phoenix (symbol of Osiris), and 
near him is a lighted lamp and a plant (symbols of 
the Resurrection and Hades). The third shows him 
kneeling to eight Gods, and repeating part of the 
125th Chap, of Ritual. In succeeding pictures he is shown 
standing before a heart; led by the Goddess Ma to the 
throne on which Osiris sits; witnesses his own heart being- 
weighed ; walking behind the Boat of the Sun, over which 
is Apophis (“ that great Serpent— the Devil ” ), in the agony 
of death from lance wounds (here is the origin of S t  George 
and the Dragon); in presence of the four Genii, who grant 
him funereal honours; leading a procession of purified souls, 
for whom he is mouthpiece, and offers praises to the Sun; 
and other pictures descriptive of his progress. There are

inscriptions to all the pictures, and in one (the thirteenth) he 
is oonduoted by Anubis to a place represented by a tomb, 
where he says: “  Hail to Thee— 0  residence of the Great 
God ! None living visit Thee (this means that none in earth 
life can know what it is, from thinking of it as a tomb). 
Receive me in peace, for I  have obeyed thy laws. Grant 
that I  may see God, in all His manifested forms, and serve 
in the place where H e is ; and join in the ceremonies of the 
Gods who are in the W est.”

The whole of the pictures are symbolical, and the inscrip
tions are, in part, explanatory of the doctrines and beliefs of 
the men of that age. In presence of such delineations, it 
were hard to conceive that such. conceptions of a future life 
beyond the grave were nothing more than the fanciful 
speculations of childish and superstitious minds, which had 
no firmer base than a day dream. T o  ascribe such, is to libel 
the human faculty of intelligence, and mock the aspirations of 
the highest, noblest, and most perfect form of life that has the 
consciousness of being upon this earth.

T o  the question— I f  a man die, shall he live again? 
the ancient Egyptian Church replied with an emphatic 
affirmative.

(To be continued.)

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.
EXETER.

In once more taking temporary leave of my work in the West,
I  oannot but review with muoh satisfaction and interest, the 
results of our local experiments. We were sent here to plough 
the field, or more strictly, this particular portion of the one 
great field of spiritual work. The said portion has been 
thoroughly ploughed; the deep rich subsoil has been well 
turned u p ; the seed of liberal thought and spiritual truth has 
been abundantly and uniformally scattered; and, meanwhile, 
the rich influences of the spiritual atmosphere, the warmth 
and glow of the summerland; the showers of blessing from 
the spheres above, have been abundantly poured down from 
millions of angel hands upon the scene of toil. With remark
able uniformity have all classes been relatively influenced by 
the truth of Spiritualism. We now look upon this spot as a 
field ploughed and sown ; sufficient has been done for the pre
sent ; the gates are closed ; and the ploughman is called to 
another part of the field to resume his useful labrfurs there. 
Meanwhile, the seed here will germinate and fructify; and we 
shall return to gather with joy what we have sown with muoh 
pain and many tears. The nett results in regard to medium- 
ship are such as to afford unqualified satisfaction.

Watch-night Meeting.— An interesting meeting was held 
by our friends at Newton St. Gyres, at the midnight hour of 
transition from the old Year to the new One. The place was a 
homely cottage; the company* were all pure-living, hard
working people; yet there, before a blazing wood-fire, and 
sheltered, not very perfectly from the keen winter air, we had 
quite a penticostal meeting. We realized the presence of 
angels who showered down upon us their rich benedictions. 
In the first moments of the opening year we realized a blessed 
elevation of soul; in whioh spiritual elevation we trust we have 
an augury of the special experiences of the year. Whilst a 
little company of us were proceeding homeward in the dark
ness, my dear father, in spirit-life, appeared repeatedly to the 
medium, proceeding before us, and illuminating our pathway; 
which beautiful manifestation afforded a delightful promise of 
the kind of companionship and guidance we are to have during 
the coming eventful year.

Farewell Meeting.— All the friends were gathered at 
Newton St. Gyre’s, on Sunday, joined by several from Exeter, to 
exchange with myself a few affectionate words of farewell. 
The oocasion was both impressive and affecting. After an 
address by the writer, the mediums, Mr. H . and Mrs. 0 ., were 
controlled to take part in the meeting. There was muoh said 
to encourage and stimulate. G. W a r e .

-----------♦ -----------
TH E GLASGOW ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS
Held their Annual General Meeting, for business purposes, 

yesterday, at 11, morning, at their hall, 6, Oarlton Plaoe.
The office bearers for the present year, now are:— President, 

Mr. James Robertson; Vice-President, Mr. Griffin; Treasurer, 
Mr. Findlay; Libarian, Mr. Dewar; Secretary, Mr. Jas. 
Watson, Jun.

For some time past the attendance at the morning meet
ings has been meagre, and some discussion arose over a pro
posed alteration of the conducting of that meeting for the 
future. It was ultimately unanimously decided that the meet
ing be confined to members only of the Association, and that 
for more intimate conversation and instruction— the precise 
lines yet to be decided upon.

The financial position of the Society gives no room for oon« 
cem, considering that no speoial efforts are made to pile up the



coin; and that that matter is left, even in this commercially 
drank city, as far ont of sight as necessary pradence will allow.

A regret was generally expressed among the members pre
sent, that considering the namber of Spiritualists in Glasgow, 
the spirit of re-union was not more manifest, for the common 
spread of the troth, and the healthy exchange of ideas and 
experience.* A dignified individuality is commendable ; but 
organized effort for the sole promulgation of this truth of 
Spiritualism, broad and pure, is quite as much as, if not more.

Jan. 7,1881. Jas. Watson, Jun., Hon. Seo.
-------- ♦--------

Birmingham: Oozell Street Board School.—Last Sunday, 
Mr. Armfield delivered an inspirational address on 44 Paradise, 
Heaven, and Hades.” The subject was very fairly dealt with, 
showing the difference between the Christian idea and the 
Spiritual. Hs pointed out the real and the natural, based on 
Nature's laws ; while the other was a figment of the brain, 
and had no real existence. Mr. Armfield has come out of the 
Christian camp, and bids fair to become a first-class instru
ment for the spirit people to work with. On next Sunday, Mr. 
J. W. Mahoney, will lecture on “  Spiritualism and the World’s 
unrest.” Mr. Mahoney proposes to call a conference in Bir
mingham on 44 Organization.”—Cor.

Backworth.—The Spiritualists and friends of Backworth 
and vicinity, met on New Year’s day at the house of Mr. Wil
liam Holland, Backworth Colliery, when about thirty sat down 
to an excellent tea, prepared by Mrs. Holland. The objeot of 
the meeting was to try to form a society, to spread the truths 
of Spiritualism in these districts. After due consideration the 
meeting was postponed until Saturday night, January 5. In 
the evening we had an amusing and instructive entertainment. 
First, Mr. Holland’s guides operated on a young man present, 
who is suffering from indigestion, and before he left the meet
ing he said he had felt a great deal better. Ttoen Mr. Holland 
was controlled, and gave us an address, in which he set forth 
the necessity o f uniting ourselves together; after which trance 
an inspirational address was given, which gave satisfaction to 
all present. A vote of thanks was given to Mrs. Holland and 
friends who attended on the tea. This brought a very enjoy
able evening to a close.—J. Burrell, South Terrace, Cram- 
lington.

Plymouth.—On Wednesday last a few friends assembled at 
the residence of Mr. B. S. Clarke, 4, Athenaeum Terrace, where 
a pleasant and enjoyable evening was spent. The spirit 
friends gave proof of their presence by controlling their 
mediums, and by giving loud raps on the table previous to 
the commencement of the sitting. The President, Mr. J. B. 
Sloman, intimated that he had a pleasant duty to perform in 
presenting a purse of money to Mr. Clarke, subscribed by a 
few friends as a slight token of their respect and esteem. Mr. 
Clarke in thanking the president and friends for their kind
ness, said be should prize it, not merely for its value, but be
cause he felt he had their sympathy and encouragement in 
the work he was engaged in ; and he would in the future try 
to do his utmost to advance the Cause with which they were 
identified. The presentation came as a surprise to Mr. Clarke, 
as it was arranged in his absence in Birmingham. On Sunday 
there were three publio meetings in our H all; in the morning 
at 11 ; in the afternoon, publio circle, 30 present, including 
many strangers. The power was brought to bear on some in 
a most forcible manner, Mr. Burt, who has lately been deve
loped as a medium, gave a splendid address, also a good test 
to a stranger present. In the evening Mr. Clarke's guides 
gave a most eloquent lecture to a good audience: subject,
44 Historical Spiritualism,” which was dealt with in a most 

• masterly manner.—J. Paynter, Secretary.
Batley Carr.—We had an unexpected visit here on Sunday 

last from Mrs, Butterfield, of Blackpool, who occupied our 
platform in a most efficient manner. Her spirit-guide, or 
guides, based their remarks on “ Man as a Trinity in Unity,” 
viz., physical, spiritual, and soul. During the progress of the 
discourse, they dilated at some length on the importance of a 
proper selection of our food, and showed in a masterly manner 
its influence on our daily life, and, seeing that the spiritual 
body is raised out of the physical, its double importance on our 
spirit bodies; for if we live on gross food, that which feeds our 
animal natures, we must be poor spiritually, when we enter 
into spirit life. The discourse lasted for upwards of fifty 
minutes, and partook more of the nature of spiritual teaching 
than preaching. And it was indeed a good beginning for the 
first Sunday in the New Year.—Alfred Kitson.

Barrow-in-Furnses.—A local paper inserts a long report of 
Mrs. Groom’s recent visit, when there was a crowded audience, 
Mr. Walmsiey in the chair. Of Mrs. Groom’s description of 
spirits at the close, the report says:—44 Some reoeived mes
sages from their friends in spirit life, while tears of gladness 
ran down the cheeks of the recipients, that the immortality of 
their friends could be so demonstrated.”

Hbtton.—A Tea and Entertainment on Christmas and New 
Year’s Day, and a good audience on both occasions. On the 
three past Sundays, Messrs. F. Walker, J. Livingstone, and J. 
G. Grey, were speakers.

Harrogate.—Mr. W. A. Mason would be glad to meet with 
any who would join him in the investigation of Spiritualism.

MANCHESTER AtfD SALFO&D SOCIETY OF 
SPIRITUALISTS.

The Committee of the above Society desire to tender 
their sincere thanks to all the friends who so kindly contribu
ted to our Tree, and have very great pleasure in announcing 
the result, as appended below. They also desire to say that 
a friend has promised to give £10 if the Society can make up 
the present amount to £50 by Easter. We have already re
ceived promises for £7 towards it, and shall be glad to receive 
any other subscription that any member or friend may feel 
disposed to give.

Proceeds of New Y ear’s Entertainment, etc.
£  s. d.

Sale of Articles on Tree and S ta ll..............  4 16 0
Profit on T e a ................................................. 4 0 0
Sale of Refreshments..................................... 1 12 8|
Westboughton Society, oolleotion ..............  1 12 0
Mrs. P. H. R., subscription..........................  1 0 0
Mrs. R. S.............................................................. 1 0  0
Pendleton Sooiety, collection ..............  0 15 0
Mr. Brown, R h o d e s ..................................... 0 5 0
Mr. Atherley, Y o r k ......................................0 5 0
Mr. A. L.—with present that realizes 7s. 6d. 0 2 6
A Friend, per Mr. Hollinwortb ..............  0 2 0
A friend from Pendleton .......................... 0 1 0

Total 15 10 9$

Donations from the Society, as per minute 
passed in Committee July 21st, 1883: 22 weeks 
at 7s. 6d...........................................................8 5 0

28 15 9}

R. A. Brown, Secretary of the Building Fund.
It is the intention of the Committee to keep up the interest 

now in operation, and they purpose having a Bazaar and Sale 
of Work of a m6re extensive character about Easter. So this 
will give the friends an opportunity of assisting and contribu
ting, who were unable to do anything towards the Christmas 
Tree, owing to the time being so brief.

Manchester.—On Sunday Mrs. Groom, of Birmingham, 
delivered two soul-stirring and eloquent discourses, from 44 The 
Voice in the clouds,” and 41 The New Dispensation,” to large 
and intelligent audiences. Tears streamed down the cheeks 
of many present. I personally was greatly delighted and in
structed, and shall feel the effects of the discourses, I think, 
as long as I live. After her discourses she gave some very 
clear and expressive clairvoyant readings, which were acknow
ledged to be correct. I hope we shall soon have her again.— 
W. Lawton.

SPIRITUALISM AT THE LEICESTER CEMETERY.
To the Editor.—Sir,—This Tuesday afternoon the funeral o f  

the late Mr. John Buckley—who has been actively connected 
with the Temperance Society as Secretary, and a member of 
the Committee for nearly 35 years,—took place at the Cemetry 
Chapel. The Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., officiated, and stated that 
Mr. Buckley, when on his death bed, 44 saw his spirit relations, 
and even called them by name ” I may add that Mr. Buckley 
was a Wesleyan ; thus you see that Ministers are now speaking 
out on this great question.—yours truly, John Bent.

Dec. 18,1883.
--------+--------

ROCHDALE INVESTIGATING SOCIETY.
We have had a glorious time in Rochdale, and a great deal of 

interest seems to be evinced regarding Spiritualism, or as out
siders would say, 44 this new-fangled religion.” We opened a 
new room last Saturday, in Garden Lane, off John Street, 
with a tea party and entertainment. It is only about eight 
weeks Binoe we took the room, and all the furniture we had 
was five small forms and a table, with no funds to fall back to, 
but thanks to the earnestness of the members, we have been 
able to spend over £8 in furnishing with gas, forms, etc. The 
work has all been done by the members, which speaks well for 
the future prosperity of the Sooiety. The room was beautifully 
decorated with flowers, festoons, shields and banners, and pre
sented a very gay appearance. After tea, the night was spent 
in games, singing, etc., which called for repeated encores, and 
it was near midnight when we broke up.

On Sunday, we had that excellent clairvoyant, Mrs. Y&r- 
wood, from Heywood, who gave about thirty descriptions of 
spirit-surroundings, all recognised except four, and in most 
cases she gave the names, which caused the sceptics to lift 
their eyes. The room was well filled in the afternoon, and at 
night we had to deny admission to at least fifty people.

Wm. Greenwood, Sec.

A private circle for the investigation of spirit communion, 
is now held on Sunday and Thursday evenings, commencing at 
7.30, at 17, Amberley Road, Harrow Road, PaddingtoD. All 
applications to join must be made one week previous, at the 
above address, to Mr. Wright. A medium attends.



MRS. HARDINGE-BRITTEN IN NEWCASTLE.
This highly-gifted and eloquent lady medium is announced 

to leoture in Newcastle as follows :—
In the Northumberland Hall, High Friar Street, on Sunday 

next, January 13th, in the morning at 10.30, on 44 Death, the 
Builder,” in the evening at 6.30, on “ The Experiences of a Soul 
in search of God.”

In the Leoture Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate Street. On 
Monday, January 14, at 8 p.m. on 44 The SquI of Things, or 
Thought-reading and Clairvoyance.”

And on Wednesday evening, January 16, at 8 o’clock, on 
44 Occultism, Witchcraft, and Spiritualism.”

In the Northumberland Hall, High Friar Street, on Sunday 
January 20, in the morning at 10.30, on 44 Ritualism, Agnostic
ism, and Spiritualism,” and in the evening at 6.30, on 44 The 
Unseen Universe.”

In the Lecture Hall, Weir’s Court, Newgate Street, on Mon
day, January 21, at 8 p.m., on 44 Spiritualism, the Reform, 
Science, and Religion of the Age.”

The admission to all these lectures is free, and a collection 
will be taken to assist in defraying the expenses.

As Mrs. Britten will be unable to visit other places in the 
locality, Spiritualists residing in the district should avail them
selves of this good opportunity to hear her; the excellent list 
o f subjeots selected for her to treat upon oovers such a wide 
range, that they are calculated to suit all classes of minds, 
from the so iptio to the enquirer and the Spiritualist.

The Committee of the Newcastle Society has arranged to 
have their rooms open on the two Sundays o f Mrs. Britten’s 
visit, from 12 noon to 6 p.m., for the use and accommodation of 
friends from a distance, who bring their own refreshments; a 
fire and hot water for those who require them. Parties requir
ing more substantial fare oan obtain St at neighbouring Dining 
Booms, to which the Secretary will be happy to direct them.

Mr. Thomas Parker, Tea Merobant and Family Grocer, 209 
High Street, Deptford, gives his customers, their children, and 
friends, a grand free Christmas Entertainment, at Saye’s Court, 
on Monday evening, at 7 o’clock. The programme is a very 
full one.

Mr. R. B. D. Wells, Phrenologist, has just commenced a 
series of lectures, at Hope Hal), Liverpool.

Bath.—On account of a difficulty in obtaining the castors, 
Mr. Fryar says there is some delay in supplying bis 44 Auto
matic Insulators.”

Mr. Edward 0. Frost, 23, Oxford Street, Newcastle, is now 
Secretary of the Spiritual Evidence Society ; as Mr. H. A. Kay, 
is leaving England on account of his health.

Mr. W. J. Colville, during his recent visit to Paris, held 
three drawing room receptions at the residence of some 
distinguished members of the Theosophical Society, of which 
the Countess of Caithness is the honoured president. The 
utterances of Mr. Colville’s guides were very highly appreciated 
by the refined and representative audiences before which they 
were delivered. Spiritualism is making sure and certain head
way in the gay metropolis of France. A good speaker and 
medium, capable of speaking French fluently, would do an 
immense work, and meet with muoh appreciation.—14 Eoririsse.”

WORKS ON SPIRITUALISM, 4 c .
ORATIONS through the Mediumship of Mrs. Cora L. V. 

Tappan ; The New Science—Spiritual Ethics—containing 
upwards of 50 Orations and Poems. 720 pages. Full gilt, 
with photograph, 10s. 6d .; handsome cloth, 7s. 6d. 

EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM : Records of Extraordi
nary Phenomena through the most Powerful Mediums, 
with Photograph of Author. By Cathxrinb Bkrry. 2s. 6d.

THE SEER8 OF THE AGES, embracing Spiritualism Past 
and Present. By J. M. Peebles. 5s.
1.—Spirit of the Present Age. IV.—Mediaeval Spiritualism.
I.—Ancient Historic Spiritualism. V .—Modern Spiritualism.

II.—'Christian Spiritualism. VI.—Kxegetkml Spiritualism.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF MESMERISM AND ELECTRICAL 

PSYCHOLOGY. By Dr. J. B. Dods. 3s. 6d.
Shows how to become a Mesmerist without farther Instruction. The be 

and most popular work on the subject.
SPIRITUALISM AS A DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUC

TIVE SYSTEM. By John Tyerman. 6d.
SPIRITUALISM PROVED BY FACTS. Report of a Two 

Nights’ Debate between C. Bradlaugh, Secularist, and J. 
Burns, Spiritualist. Price 6d.

WHERE ARE THE DEAD ? or, Spiritualism Explained. By 
F. A. Binney. 2s. 6d.

MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM. By Alfred 
R. Wallace, F.R.G.S., F.Z.S. Cloth, 5s. Embraoing:

I.—An Answer to the Arguments of Hume, Lecky, and Others Against 
Miracles. II.—The Scientific Aspects of the Supernatural, much enlarged, 
and with an Appendix of Personal Evidence. III.—A Defence of Modern 
Spiritualism, reprinted from the JFortnightly Review.

London : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row.

ANTI-VACCINATION.
RECENT VACCINE DISASTERS.

To the Editor.—Sir,—Those of your readers who have beeti 
at the trouble to take note of what is recorded in the daily 
Press, as well as in the columns of the Medium, will have 
observed the frequent oases of hardship and cruelty arising 
out of the operation of the Vaccination Acts. About one hun
dred parents are now summoned every week for refusing to 
imperil the life and health of their children by submitting 
them to an operation which a St. Pancras Jury in a recent 
verdict ou a fatal vaccination oase described aB 44 the natural 
constitutional irritation due to vaccination ” ; and over 50 of 
these parents, conscientious and law-abiding citizens—the salt 
of the earth—are subjected to judicial penalties without the 
chance (except in a rare case) of even explaining the grounds 
of their disobedience. Then there are public disturbances as 
at Leicester (December 4th), when two or three thousand per
sons assembled to offer their indignant protest against the 
seizure and sale of the goods and chattels of 10 of these sturdy 
medical nonconformists, 50 policemen, with numerous detec
tives, being found neccessary to quell the riot and restore orde 
A few days later (Deoember 12th) an inquest is held on a fat 
oase of vaccination at Sheffield, due to what the mother cal 
44 bad lymph.” The same day’s papers (44 Manchester Courier . 
December 13th) report that the attention of Government has 
been called to the allegod death of a child at Blackburn, oaused 
by the same official ordinance. The child was vaccinated at 
three months old, after which it refused all sustenance, and 
44 died a mere skeleton, after four weeks ’ intense suffering 
The44British Medical Journal,” two days afterwards (December 
15fch) records six oases of vaccinal erysipelas reported by one 
medical man, Dr. 0. T. Vachell, of Cardiff, all occurring within 
four days! These tragio events are happening all over the 
kingdom, and it is no exaggeration to affirm that a mere reoord 
of authenticated cases occurring within recent years would, if 
described, fill a considerable volume. I have personally col
lected over 400 of such cases, the vouchers and authorities 
relating to which have been carefully examined by Mr. Thomas 
Baker, barrister, of the Inner Temple; and the catalogue has 
been published by Mr. Young, at 114, Victoria Street, West
minster, under the title of 44 Vaccine Disaster Record.” The 
serious question which is filling the minds of reflecting parents 
with indescribable anxiety is— Where is this mischief and 
misery to stop ? Must the patient, long-suffering but much 
injured and oppressed people be driven into exasperation and 
active rebellion before the Local Government Board is aroused 
from its criminal lethargy ?—Yours faithfully,

William Terr.
7, Albert Road, Regents Park, London, January 1st, 1884.

MEETINGS, SUNDAY, JANUARY 13th, 1884.
LONDON.

Edgwabe Road.—62, Bell Street, at 7, Mr. Reed: “ The Temperance Question.' 
Martleboxe Road.—Spiritual Mission Room, 167, Seymour Place, at 11, MK 

Hopcroft. At 7. Seance; Tuesday, Conference ; Wednesday, at 7.46, Seance ; 
Thursday, Developing; Friday, at 7.46, Mr. Towns; Saturday, at 7.30, Mr. 
Savage. J. M. Dale, Sec., 60, Crawford Street, Bryanston Square. The Room 
U strictly reserved fo r  circlet. It may be engaged for private sittings.

Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer Street, W ., at 7 : Mr. J. J. Morse,—“  Evil : its Place 
and Purpose.'*

WEEK NIGHTS.
Spiritual Institution.—'Tuesday, Mr. Towns’s seance, at 8.
Bbomfton.— Mr. Pound's, 108, Ifield Road, Wednesday, at 8, Mr. Towns.

PROVINCES.
B arrow- in-Furness.— 75, Buccleuch Street, at 6.30.
Batlet Cabr.—Town Street, 6.30 p.m .: Mr. Armitagc.
B edwobth.— King Street, at 6 p.m. Wednesday, at 7 p.m.
Belpbb.—Lecture Room, Brookside, at 6.30 :
B inglby.— Intelligence Hall, 2.30 and 6 p.m. : Mr. Morrell and local. 
B irmingham.—Oozell Street Board School, 6.30: Mr. Armfisld,
B ishop A uckland.—Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, 2.30 and 6 p .m .: 
Blackburn.— Academyof Arts and Sciences, Paradise Lane:
Bolton.— H. A Tovey, 16, Halton St., The Iloulgh.
Bradford.— Spiritualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane, Wakefield Road, 2.30 

and 6 p.m .: Mrs. Gott.
Wade’s Meeting Room. Harker Street, Bowling, at 2.30 and 6 p.m : Mr. Dent. 
Spiritual Lyceum, Oddfellows’ Rooms, Otley Road, at 2.30 and 6 p.m .: Misses 
Ratcliffo and Illingworth.

GATE8HKAD.—Central Buildings, High Street, 6.30:
Glasgow.—2, Carlton Place, South Side, at 6.30. Lyoeum at 5.
Halifax.— Peacock Yard, Union Street, at 2.30 and 6 : Misses Harrison and 

Musgrave.
Hetton.—Miners’ Old Hall, at 6.30. Mr. W. Westgarth.
K biohlbt.—Spiritualist Lyceum, East Parade, 2.30, and 6.30: Mr. Brown. 
L eeds.—Tower Buildings, Woodhouse Lane, 2.30, and 6.30 : Mr. Hepworth. 
L iicester .— Silver Street Lecture Hall, at 11 and 6.30.
L iverpool—Rodney Hall, Rodney Street, Mount Pleasant, at II a.m., and 6.30 p.m. 

Mrs. Groom.
M acclk8FIBld.—Spiritualists’ Free Church, Paradise Street, at 6.30, Rev. A. Rush ton, 
Manchester.—Gospel Temperance Hall, Tippping Street, Ardwlck, 10.30 and 6.30 : 

Mr. Briggs, of Yorkshire.
Mobley.—Spiritual Mission Room, Church Street, at 2.30 and 6: Local. 
M iddlesborouqh.—Granville Lecture Rooms, Newport Road, at 10.30, and 6.30, 
N kwcastle-on-T ynm.—Northumberland Hall, at 10.30 and 6.30: Mrs. Britten. 
N orthampton.—Cowper Cottage, Cowper Street, 2.30 and 6.30.
N orth Shields.—Bolton’s Yard, Tyne Street, at 6 : Mr. Gibson.
N ottingham.— Morley Club Lecture Room, Shakespeare Street, 10.45 and 6.30. 
Oldham.—176, Union 8trcet, at 2.30 and 6.
P endleton.—48, Albion Street, Windsor Bridge, at 2.30 and 6.30.
Plymouth. — Richmond Hall, Richmond Street, at 11, Mr. Burt, Trance Address ;

at 3 ,circle; at 6.30, Mr, R. S. Clarke, “ The Coming Religion."
Sheffield. — Psychological Institution, Cocoa House, Pond Street, at 6.30 : 
Sowerby Bridge.— Progressive Lyoeum, Hollins Lane, at 2.30 and 6, Mr. A. D. W il

son.
Sunderland.— Albert Rooms, 7, Coronation Street, at 6.30, Mr. Small.
Tunbtall.— Rathbonc Street, Mr. W- Hudson, Medium.
W alsall.—Exchange Rooms, High Street, at 6.30.
W m t  P blton.— At Mr. T. Corker s, 12, Grange Ville, at 6 p.m.



THE W A R  IN CHINA.
SPECIAL O FFERS! SPECIAL OFFERS!

THERE oan be no doubt the War In China will greatly affect the Tea Trade.
reduoe the supply, and Increase the price. T. Parker has fortunately bought 

for Cash, at a great Discount, a large quantity of India and China Teas, and is now 
selling them at Is., Is. 8d., 2s., and 2s. 8d. per lb. Such quality at the prioe was 
never before offered.

T. Parker's premises being situated in close proximity to the Dock, Wharves, and 
City Warehouses, has thus the advantage of securing Cheap and Special Parcels, 
and his goods are always received direct and fresh, and a great expense saved In 
cartage, Ac.

T. Parker is noted for giving the Best Value for Money for Tea in London, conse
quently his sales are very large. By means of the Parcels Post, those who live In the 
most remote parts of the Country obtain just the same advantage as those who live 
in or near the neighbourhood.

In order to induce those who have not yet tried T. Parker’s Teas to do so, a 
Beautifhl Specially Prepared Chromo-Litho’ Almanack will be sent, post free, to 
every purchaser o f One Pound of any of his Teas.

T. Parker farther supplies all kinds of Grocery, Patent Medicines and Proprietary 
Articles at Store Prices, and pays carriage on all parcels of £ 2  and upwards to any 
Railway Station in England and Wales.

Address all communications direct to T. Parker, The City Tea Mart, Deptfbrd 
London. P.O.O. payable at High Street, Deptford.

T O POULTRY KEEPERS.—Increase the number of eggs, by using the Game, 
Poultry and Pigeon Powder. A  first class Egg-Producer. In tins 2d., 6d., and 

Is. each. 8ample tin, 3ld. and 9d., post free. Send for Testimonials, Ac. Manu
factured by Gower and Eve, Corn Factors, 16, Week Street, Maidstone.

LENTILINA.—A delicious Food for Invalids, Infants and General Use, being 
superior to Corn Flour and similar food. In 3d. and 6d. packets; and 31b. 

parcels. Is. 9d .; 61b. parcels, 3d. 6d.; per paroels post free. Small samples 2d. and 
4d., free by post.—Gower and Eve, Corn Factors, Ac., 16, Week Street, Maidstone.

Mr. and M rs. H A W K IN S , Magnetic Healers.
AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Free Treatment on Fri

day, from 12 to 4 o’clock. Patients visited at their own Residence.— 143, 
Marylebone Road, N. W ., Near Edgware Road Station.

CU R A TIV E M ESM ERISM  A N D  CLAIR VO YAN CE.

PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DLDIER attends Patients and can be consulted daily 
from 2 till 5, at No. 6, Rue du Mont-Dore, Paris. Clairvoyant Consultations 

by letter for Diseases, their Causes, and Remedies. For any serious cases, Prof. 
Didler would arrange to come and attend personally in England.

A S H M A N ’S EM BROCATION.

FOR Gout, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, Plenrisy, 
and Congestion of the Lungs, Barns, Scalds, Chilblains, Wounds, Cuts, Ac. 

2a  9d. per bottle. To be obtained at a, Sixth Avennc, Queen’s Park, Harrow Road, 
W ., and of all wholesale chemists.
lffR . OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of Rheumatism, Goat, Neural 
JWL* gia. Lumbago, Epilepsy, General Debility, and several affections of the Head, 
Eyes, Liver, Ac., attends Patients from Eleven to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bui- 
strode Street, Wei beck Street, Cavendish Square, W.

MR. A MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every day. Patients 
attended at their own homes. Circles conducted. Seances on Sundays at 7.30 

p.m, Free Healing on Sunday morning at 11 o'clock. Removed to 116, York Road, 
King’s Cross, N.

ASTR O LO G Y A N D  ASTRO N O M Y.
T\R. WILSON may bo Consulted on {he Past, and Future Events of Life, at 103, 
JJ  Caledonian Road, King’s Cross. Time of Birth required. Fee 2s. 6d. At 
tendanoe from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.

Personal Consultations only.
MR. T. B. DALE,

PROFESSOR of Astrology A Astronomy, 3, Highgate Road, Kentish Town, N.W .
Calculations, personally or by letter, on Nativities, Business Questions, Ac., 

daily from 12 to 8 p.m. Fee 2s. 6d. Astrology Free. Stamp. Lessons given.

MEDIUMSHIP: Writing, Drawing, Clairvoyance, and Trance, developed by the 
perfected “  Automatic Insulator,”  on 44 Crystal Balls,”  with the New Patent 

Registered Exhibition Prize Medal Movement.—Robt. H. Fryar, Bath.

ASTROLOGY. Nativities, by the Ptolemaic system, from 10s. 6d., according to 
amount of labour in correcting time of birth.—Samael, 63, Manchester Road, 

Bradford.

CAROLINE PAWLEY, Writing, Speaking, Healing Medium. By the desire o f 
her Guides, no money accepted.—Letters sent first, with stamped envelope for 

reply. 33, Bayston Road, Stoke Newington Road, N.

MRS. KATE BERRY, Maoxbio H ealer,
2, Blandford Place, Upper Baker Street, W.

M R. CECIL HUSK, 20, Hazlewood Terrace, Max tod Road, Peckham Rye, S.E.
Seanoes—Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 7.30, for Spiritualists only. On 

Saturday evenings at 8.30, at 61, Lamb’s Conduit Street, for reception of Friends.

Fr a n k  h e r n e , 8, alb er t  road ,
Forbbt L ake, Stratford.

MI8S LOTTIE FOWLER, Trance, Medical, and Business Clairvoyant, on travel 
in Scotland. Address letters to 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

No enquiries answered by letter, except to make Appointments.

J THOMAS, G eneral Correspondent.
. Address: Kingsley, by Frodsham, Cheshire.

MR. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test and Business Clairvoyant, is at home 
daily, and is open to engagements. Address—99, Lisson Grove, Marylebone 

Road.

MR. A. DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent, 13, Oswald's Wynd. 
Kirkcaldy.

*1 I rANTED.—A Strong girl as General Servant. Apply at 15, Southampton Row, 
i f  London, W.C.

ANTED.—A Situation, as Nurse to Younir Children. Age 21. Address, C. W 
6, St. John’s Villas, Tyrrell Road, East Dulwich, S.E.

A SECOND Floor of 3 rooms (unfurnished) To Let.—34, Alvington Crescent, 
Klngsland Hteh Street, N.

PRIVATE APARTMENTS.—Mr. J. J. Morse receives Spiritualists at reasonable 
rates. Card of terms sent on application to 103, Great Portland St., Oxford St., W.

ISLE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid Ladies will 
be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, Including Board and Lodging, for 

30s. per week for the six winter months at this pretty seaside town, which is knownto 
be particularly salubrious.

WATCHMAKER WANTED.—A steady, clever Jobber can hear of a oonfbrtable 
and permanent berth (35s. weekly) in Yorkshire, by applying for address at the 

OflJoe at T he Meditjh.

J anuary  11, 1884.
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W O R K S  N O W  R E A D Y .

R oyal 16mo., Price, Limp, Is. 6d .;  Presentation Edition, 2s. 6d.

R H IN E L A N D : L e g e n d s , M u s in g s , a n d  R e c o l l e c t io n s . 
By Caroline Corner, Author of “  My Visit to Styria,” 
“  ’Twixt W ill and Fate,” <fcc.

Illustrated 15*., Plain 12*. 6d.
N IN ETE EN TH  CEN TU RY M IR AC LES ; o r , S p ir it s

AND THEIR WORK IN EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
By Emma Hardinge Britten.

Royal 16mo, Price 3*. 6d.

GOLDEN THOUGHTS IN QUIET MOMENTS. .
Bt  “ L ilt . "

Printed on fine toned paper, to an elegant manner, with an Oxford border in bine 
ink to each page ; handsomely bound in bevelled boards, red edges.

This beautiful volume of spiritual teachings and studies, in prose and verse, is 
unique to the literature of Spiritualism. Adapted for private reading, and as an 
appropriate gift book.

W O R K S  IN T H E  PRESS.

B E R TH A .
A  S P IR IT U A L  ROM ANCE, b y  W .  J. C o l v i l l e .

Price when ready 3s. 6d., d o th ; Subscribers names still 
received at 2s. 6d.

Souvenir Edition on fine toned paper, elegantly bound. 
With photographic portrait of Author, 5s. Immediate 
Subscribers, Ss. 6d.

Remit at once to the Author, 4, Waterloo Road, Man* 
Chester, or to the Publisher.

J. B u r n s , 15, S o u t h a m p t o n  Row, L o n d o n , W .C.

Crown O dm o, on Fine Paper, Handsome Binding, 5*.
TH E N E X T  W O R LD  : A  Series of Important Communi

cations from the Spirits of Eminent Personages, through 
the Mediumship of Mrs. S. G. Horn.

Crown 8ro., Illustrated with Portraits and Spirit-Drawings, 6*.
SPIRIT-CO N TRO LS, R e c o r d e d  b y  A . T. T . P., Fifty 

of the most remarkable of these celebrated oommunica- 
tions will he Prefaced by a Personal History and 
Observations by the Recorder.

Second Edition, Dem y 8tx>, Price be,

TH E M E N D A L : A  Mode of Oriental Divination; dis
closing remarkable Revelations in Biology and Psycho
logy ; giving the true key to Spirit-agency; and the 
nature of Apparitions; and the connection between 
Mesmerism and Spiritism. Materialism, the Source and 
necessary Attendant on Social Disorganization. By 
E d w a r d  B. B. B a r k e r , a British Vice-Consul.

To be reprinted from  THE M ED IUM .

T A L E S OF TH E  D A Y B R E A K . By Mrs. Ramsay Laye.
I. — F l o r r y ’ s T r e e  : a Spiritual Story for Children.

In a neat form, 3d., or 2s. 6d, per dozen post-free.
II . — S y b i l ’ s I d e a l  : a Tale o f the Daybreak. In a 

handsome wrapper, sewed, Is., or 9s. per dozen, car
riage paid. Both Tales in 1 voL, doth, Is. 6d., or 
12s. per dozen, carriage paid.

H Y D E  P A R K  H O M IL IE S : A  series of Discourses on 
1 Corinthians, xii., “  Concerning spiritual gifts,”  de
livered in Hyde Park during the Summer and Autumn 
of 1883, by J .  B u r n s , O.S.T. The conditions upon 
which this work will be published have not yet been 
determined on.

Reprinted from  the “  Quarterly Journal o f Science," Cloth be.

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF
SPIRITUALISM.

BY W ILLIAM  CROOKES, F.R .S.
This volume oontaina the following papers:—

I. Spiritualism V ibwbd is  the L ight of Modbrs Soikhci.
II. E xperimental Investigations of a N ew Forck.
II. Some Furtuer Experiments on Pstohio Force.
‘ T Psychic Force and Modern Spiritualism. A Reply to the Quarterly Review 
/ .  Correspondence A rising out or Dr. Carpenter's M isrepresentations 

VI. N otes of an Inquiry into thr P henomena called Spiritual daring the 
years 1870—3. In which the phenomena are arranged into twelve olassea.

VII. Miss Florence Cook’s M ediumship. Spirit-foims—the last o f Katie K ing ; 
the photographing of Katie King.

Illustrated with 16 engravings of Apparatus and Methods 
mployed in the Investigation.

L o n d o n  : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.
T H E  N E W  M IN ISTER  O F W IL L O W D A L E :

A  Tale of Rural Life by a w orkin g m an.
184 pages, price Is .; per post, Is. 2d.; to be had of the Author,

R. YOUNG, The Hive, Sturminster Newton, Dorset
tn Past*  l*. each D ou ble Parts 1*. 6d. each. *

BACK TO THE FATHER’S HOUSE. A Parabolic Inspiration. Fourteen part* 
issued.

London i E. W . Allen, 4, Are tyarfa Lane, E.C.



NOW  R E A DY.
M RS. BMMA HARD1NGE BRITTEN’S GREAT NEW  W ORK,

N INETEENTH  CENTURY MIRACLES:
OR,

SPIRITS AND THEIR WORK IN EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
■■■ +- ■

A COMPLETE HISTORICAL COMPENDIUM OF THE M OVEM ENT KNO W N AS "M O D ERN  SPIRITUALISM.”
This Work forms a full and exhaustive account o f all the 

MAIN INCIDENTS OF A, SPIRITUALISTIC CHARACTER which 
have transpired in every country of the earth from 
the beginning o f the Nineteenth Century to the present 
time.

The subject matter has been collated from the most 
authentic sources. The contributors include some o f the 
most learned, scientific, and honoured personages o f the 
age. Testimony has been gathered up (in many instances 
by the Author in person, during her extended travels) from 
every country, and includes the Spiritualism o f all peoples 
whether savage or civilised. The scenes are world-wide, 
but the period o f action is limited to th e  present 
cen tu ry .

T he Spiritualist will find in this Work a complete 
manual o f every phenomenon he wishes to read of, refer to, 
or describe to others.

T he I nvestigator will obtain a compendium o f every 
work o f value he needs to study.

T he Sceptic will be herein answered, and the 
O pponent refuted at every point.

T o every student o f Psychology, Spiritual Science, 
Religious Reform, Mesmerism, Spiritualism and Occultism, 
the Author— in deep earnestness o f purpose and in the name 
o f the wise controlling spirits, who have commanded her 
work, and assisted unceasingly to aid its execution—  
ventures to affirm that, both for this and many succeeding 
generations, this volume will prove a complete library 
o f  the subjects dealt with, and a manual o f incalculable 
value

FOR A L L  TIM E.

T he Plan of the W ork includes—
Spiritualism in Germany, France, Great Britain, Aus 
tralia, New Zealand, Polynesian Islands, East and West 
Indies, Cape Town, South America, Mexico, China, Japan, 
Thibet, India, Java, Holland, Dutch Colonies, Russia, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Scandinavia, Spain, Italy, Austria, 
Belgium, Turkey, &c., &c., and America.

Special Subjects treated  of.
History of Mesmer and Mermerism— “  The Philosophers 

Stone ”— “ Elixir Vitae ”— Somnambulism— Clairvoyance—  
Psychology— Seership, natural and acquired— From Mes
merism to Spiritualism— Magic— Witchcraft— Sorcery—  
Necromancy— Occultism— “ Spiritism ”— “ Spiritualism " —  
“  Theosophy ”  —  Reincarnation —  I m m o r t a l i t y  d e m o n s 
t r a t e d — Facts, Fancies, and Fanaticisms of Spiritualists—  
Spiritual Science and Religion —  Proofs Palpable and 
Imaginary— Doctrines and Theories versus Corroborative 
Testimony— Hauntings— Obsessions, Spiritual Gifts, Prac
tices, and Spontaneous Phenomena of Various Peoples—  
Origin of the Modern Spiritual Movement in Different 
Countries— Journalism and Literature of the Subject—  
Antagonism from without— Divisions within the Ranks—  
Deception and Hallucination —  Thrilling Narratives —  
Wonderful Experiences— Heaven and Hell of Spirit Life—  
“ Dwellers on the Threshold" and Angels in Paradise—  
Revelations of Life Hereafter in all Stages of Progression—  
Spirit Circles— Spiritual Workers, Pioneers, Journalists, 
Writers, Lecturers, Mediums, Artists, Poets, Healers and 
Martyrs— Trials, Prosecutions, Defeats, and Victories— All 
Sides of the Question— Every Phase of the Movement— All 
Classes of Witnesses— From the Convict’s Prison to the 
Monarch’s Throne-room —  Revivals —  Mass Meetings —  
Spiritual History Cast on the Ocean of Time —  and 
E t e r n i t y .

T h is  V o lu m e  contains nearly  6 0 0  pages, royal octavo, fine tinted paper, 
handsom ely  bound  in  Cloth.

A  lim ited nu m ber w ill be issued, sp lendidly illustrated w ith  fae-sim iles of 
Spirit W riting^  A rt. &c., &e., and over F orty  P O R T R A IT S  o f IL L U S T R IO U S  
and  C E L E B R A T E D  S P IR IT U A L IS T S  and M ED IU M S.

Price for Illustrated Copies ... ..................................  15s.
„ without the Illustrations ... .......................  12s. 6cl

Postage, Single Copies (Parcels Post), 6d.

Published by W ILLIA M  BRITTEN , T he L imes, H umphrey Street, Cheetham H ill, M anchester;
E. W. ALLEN, A ve Maria Lane, London, E.C.

•## Orders received by the Publisher;  also the Secretaries of the various Spiritual Societies, and all respectable Booksellers■.

Mr . W . J. COLVILLE’S APPOINTMENTS. — Manchester—Co-operative Hall, Downing J3tr«spL Sunday % Jan. 13 and 20,2,30 and £.30 p.m.Babsow 14, l$>nd 16.
A ccbqigtox.— Jan. 17, 18.
Halit ax.— Jan. 27, 28 and 29.Lon&ox.—Feb. 1, to 8 Inclusive. WFBslpkr.—Feb. 10, 11, 13,
W . Colville la open, for week evenings in January: permanent address, 4, 

Waterloo Road, Manchester.

MR. E. W. W ALLIS’S APPOINTENTS.—
For dates, address E. W. Wallis, 4, Lower Rnsball Street, Walsall.

MBS. HARDINGE-BRITTEN’S APPOINTMENTS.— Mrs. Hardinge-Britten 
will lecture in Manchester, Sunday, Jan. 6,1884; in Newcastle, Sunday, Jan. IS and 20; and Manchester, the' 27th ; also in Liverpool and Manchester, on the 

laternate Sunday of February .—Address The Limes, Humphrey Street, Cheetham 
B ill, Manchester.

MR. J. J. MORSE’S APPOINTMENTS. — London : Cavendish Rooms,
Mortimer Street, W . (close to Regent Clrcos), Sunday, Jan. 13th, at 7, subject: 

** Evil: its Place and Purpose."
Mr. Morse accepts engagements for Sunday Lectures in London, or the provinces 

For terms and dates, dlreot to him at 103, Groat Portland St., Oxford St., London, W.

MB . B . 8. CLARKE’S APPOINTMENTS. — P lymouth : Richmond Hail, 
Sunday, January 13, at 6.30 “  The Coming Religion."

Falmouth.—Jan. 20th.
A  reception at 1, James Street, every Friday, at 8 p.m.
+, AU*n«ram Terrace, flpjonth.

NEW  MEDICAL W ORK BY 
Miss C handos L eigh H unt (M rs. W a llace ) <fe Lex et Lux.
PHYSIANTHROPY, oa T hk Homs Ctras and Eradication or Disease. 130 

pages, tastefully bound lu cloth, price 3s. 6d. Send for Synopsis to Miss Simpson 
as below.

THIRD EDITION.—(Just Published.)
PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE 

SCIENCE A N D  A R T  OF ORGANIC M AGN ETISM .
BY MISS CHANDOS LEIGH HUNT.

Being her original Thru Guinea private Manuscript instructions, printed, revised 
and greatly enlarged, aud containing valuable and practical translations, and the 
concentrated essence of all previous practical works. Numerous illustrations of 
passes, signs, Ac.

Price One Guinea, Paper. French Morocoo, with double }ook and key, 5s. extra, 
best Morocco, ditto, 7s. extra.

Send for Index, Press Notices and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Miss Simpson, Secre
tary, Philanthropic Reform Publishing Office, 2, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, W.

IMPORTANT NOTICE! Before you sow your farm or garden crops, plant, prune 
bake, brew, set fowls, hire servants, buy, sell, deal with others, marry, travel, 

ask favours, speculate, or do any thing else, get RAPHAEL’S ALMANAC for 1884, 
and it will save you pounds.

it also contains Birthday Information for every day of the year, a weather guide, 
numerous tables, predictions of the chief events that will happen in 1884, and muoh 
useful and interesting information. Price 6d., post free 7d. To be had o f all book
sellers and stationers throughout the kingdom.

Catty and Dobson, 4, Pilgrim Street, London, E .C .; also J. Burns.

THE late Henry Melville's, “  V eritas," mentioned by Mr. Oxley as a “  wonderfh l 
work." can be supplied, by private order alone, through Mr. Borns, 15, South

ampton Bow, London, W.C, Price 27s,



A RE-UNION OF LONDON SPIRITUALISTS
WILL TAKE PLACE AT

N E U M E YE R - H A L L ,
BLOOMSBURY MANSIONS, H ART STREET, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE,

ON

THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 31, 1 8 8 4 , at 8  O'Clock,
WHEN THERE W ILL BE GIVEN

A  G R A N D  C O N C E R T  O F V O C A L  A N D ; 
I N S T R U M E N T A L  M U S IC ,

B Y  LE A D IN G  M U S IC A L  F R IE N D S  O F T H E  C A U S E ;

ALSO

gnspirafiowaC Address and 12focttt
BY

M R .  W .  J. C O L V I L L E .

Mr. Colville’s limited stay in England obliges him to refuse invitations to speak in 
London for a series of Sundays. He has, however, been able to devote a few days to his 
London Friends,'and will be glad to meet them all at Neumeyer H all .

Mb. Colville will also deliver an Inspirational D iscourse, at Neumeyer Hall, on 
Sunday afternoon, February 3, at 3 o’oiook.

TICKETS for the RE-UNION on January 31st—
SPECIAL SEATS, 5s; RESERVED SEATS, 2s. 6d .; BODY OF THE HALL, Is.

SPIRITUALISM,
Ob, TRUTH AGAINST THE W ORLD.

Subjects chosen by the Audience, either Prose or Poetry.

The Wonder of the Nineteenth Century.

TWO INSPIRATIONAL DISCOURSES
WILL BE DELIVERED BY THE CELEBRATED

YOUNG AMERICAN ORATOR, CONTROVER8IALI8T, AND POET,

W . J. COLVILLE, Esq.,
IN THE

UNITABIAN SCHOOL ROOM, OXFORD ST., ACCRINGTON,
ON THE EVENINGS OF

Thursday and Friday, Jan. 17 and 18,1884.

The Subject for each Discourse to be chosen by the 
Audience; at the conclusion of which, relevant questions 
earnestly invited. The Subject for an Impromptu Poem may 
also be selected on both oooasions.

The Chair will he taken on Thursday hy 
E. F O S T E R , E sq ., P R E S T O N , 

and on Friday hy
C O U N C IL L O R  B L E Z A R D , o f  B U R N L E Y .

Doors open at 7, to commence at 7.3a  

Admission: F I R S T  S E A T S , 6d ,; SECO N D  S E A T S , 3d.

GOSWELL HALL,
GOSWELL ROAD, (new the "A n g e l”) ISLINGTON, N.

CONCERT AND BALL
WILL BE HELD AT THE ABOVE HALL, OH

THURSDAY EVENING, January 17  1884,
IN AID OF THE

S U N D A Y  S E R V IC E S ,
When, amongst others, the following Ladies and Gentlemen will take part in the

Concert

Jvlrs. Georgina Weldon,
^ s s  E. NICHOLLS, M iss BESSIE F R E E M A N , 

M iss M A R Y  M A Y ,
Mr. A L E X A N D E R  B R O W N , Mr. H. CR A N E , 

Mr. W . M ING, Mr. H. PR E SLE Y, and  
Mr. LOUIS FR E E M A N .

Musical Director.— MR. L  FREEMAN. M .C .-M R . W . DAVIS. 
Stewards.— MR. ALEX. BROWN a n d  MR. PERCY DAY.

The doors will be open at 7.30 p.m. Concert to commencepunctu&Uy at 8 o'clock. 
Carriages at 12 p.m.
TICKETS Is. 6d. each, which may be obtained of Mr. J ames Burrs, 15, Southamp

ton Row, W .C .; Mr. A lbx . Brown, 15, Barnsbury Street, Islington, N .; Mr. 
W. D avis, 23, King Henry’s Walk, Dalston ; Mr. P. D at , 30 and 31, New 
Bridge Street, E .C .; Mr. F. Evbritt, 26, Ponton Street, Islington, N .; Mr. 
Louis Freeman, 443, West Strand, London, W .C .; Mr. R. W ortlet, Summer- 
land Villa, Plalstow ; and at the doors of the Hall.

London: Printed and Published by J ames Burns, 
16 Southampton Row, High Holborn, W.C


