
A WEEKLY JOURNAL DEVOTED TO THE HISTORY, PHENOMENA, PHILOSOPHY,
AND TEACHINGS OF

S P I R I T U A L I S M -
[Registered as a N ewspaper por Transmission in the United K ingdom and Abroad.] 

HMBBrljVoL. XIV.] LONDON, FEBRUARY 2, 1883. . [P rice H  ^

TRANCE DISCOURSE.
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If you consult the history of mankind, even from the 
post remote periodfefflantiquity, you will be compelled 
to admit that selfishness has ever been at the root of all 
the evils morally, socially, and politically, that have 
Com time to time assailed the inhabitants of earth. Itj 
is like a mighty weight suspended sf«Jm the neck of the 
humanSn&e, which has been constantly dragging them 
down to, earth, instead of elevating them to a higher 
degree of development. Now, we maintain that selfish
ness, instead of. producing that happiness which is so. 
eagerly sought after, deprives mankind of the inex
pressible delight possible of attainment by all that sub
due the grosser propensities of their being. Look 
abroad on the great expanse of Nature, and you will 
perceive that all the processes of her manifesting power 
tend to thjjsfile purpose of contributing to the happiness 
of man. Deplorable though it may be, a? man advances 
in wealth, knowledge, and civiligaoEn. the'subjugation 
kf^Bnferior being is disregarded, and the baser 
passions are allowed to run riot at the expense of the 
spiritual principle. .

See tbAt. individual struggling with the forces of 
Nature, and who by patient investigation becomes 
master of his subject. Having Jbecome positively per
suaded of the mighty power he possesses, instead of 
giving the world the benejffiof his discovery, he resolves 
to conceal the grand secret in his own bosom. Thus 
there springs up the baneful influence of Selfish aggran
disement, and he trades extensively on the credulity of 
his fellows.

Look at the nations of the past. The ancient 
Egyptians, who attained to such an elevated condition, 
of civilization, proud pf their great advancement in 
knowledge, they resolved to make their nation eminently 
glorious,, and in order to augment their power, they

took upon them to keep in slavery a people comp*saj 
ing half a million, according to your present, computa
tion. But these slaves determined to cast off the yoke 
of oppression, rose up to declare they would no longer 
serve the tyrannical and despotic king, and eventually 
they departed to another country, thus curtailing con
siderably the power of a great and mighty na^ngH

To come down to later times, we can show that self 
has been the cause of untold sorrow and woe. Look 
yonder at the ecclesiastical Church of; Rome,4 
blooming in all the loveliness of infantile t^itjEjand: 
innocence. True, religion .smiled upq^herp^mw^rsi 
and cheered their souls, even as the orb of day gladdens 
the heart of man with his genial ray: selfishness had 
not taken root in their breasts, an individual 
possessed of a large amount of this pernicious element 
sought to sow the seeds of iuharmony among a happy, 
people. By intrigue and treachery this destroyer of 
their peace reached not only-toB® head of the state 
of Rome, but the church also. Looking down from his 
high eminence upon the condition of the institutions^ 
established, he is^discoptented and dissatisfied there- 
with, and he desires to make the cBych stronger and 
more enduring. He therefore goes abroad, an^^efidljyi 
its pastors and teachers living in domestic love with their 
wives and little ones, sweetly S p y in g  the rich spiritual 
blessings from on high.i|J^j finds this state ofipaings 
is Hot consistent with his ideas of grandeur and majestic: 
power, so he issues a mandate, the horrible nature of 
which might almost cause the hills to shake and 
tremble—a mandate which never from that day 
this has been equalled for cruelty and fiendish 
monstrosity. Every priest that was married ; and 
enjoyed the blessings of the domestic circle, must leave 
his wife and children, in order to remain within the 
pale of the church. If they did not comply with his 
wicked behests, fearful indeed should be the punish
ment. The result was that after one long wail of agony 
had ascended from the widows and orphans who were 
rendered destitute of all that made life tolerable, the 
hideous monster of celibacy reared his repulsive head, 
and commenced his career by encircling the human 
mind with a love of self and that alone.

It has been said, that man must retain a measurable 
degree of selfishness in order to get on in the material 
world, but' you may rest assured that this principle is 
the source of the majority of ills that beset yop, and is
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m ercilessly  opposed to  true religion . C ertain ly it  is 
r ig h t that m an should exerc ise  se lf  to  a certain exten t, 
i f  he does no harm  to  h im self or h is fellow s, but beyond  
th is  he m ust not go . N ow  suppose that selfishness w ere  
general, every ind ividual w ould be shut up w ith in  h im 
se lf ; every  pulsation o f  lo v e  w ould  becom e frozen, 
w h ile  end eavou rin g  to  ascend from  the inner b e in g ; 
no refresh ing  stream s o f sym p ath y  and affection would  
be enabled  to  w ell up from  th e  hum an soul, and  man  
w ould be as devoid  o f th e  necessary pow er for produc
in g  true happiness as th e m arble sta tu e ju s t  turned out 
o f  th e  hand o f  the sculptor.

L o o k  at th e  N azarene'w ho had not a spark o f selfish
n ess in  h is  nature. In  sp ite  o f  th e dead ly  hatred o f  
th e  w orld, h e  strenuously  exerted  h im self and laboured  
in d efa tig a b ly  for th e  e levation  o f th e  hum an race, and  
th e  in fluence th is  solitary ind ividual w ielded  is  entirely  
beyond th e  k en  o f  earthly com putation . T he flam e of 
spiritual pow er k indled  by h im  is  continually  shedding  
it s  lig h t and glory on th e  earth, rem oving every blood  
stain  le f t  b y  th e  demon, self. I f  you w ish  to liv e  out 
th e  purpose o f  your b ein g , sink selfh ood . T hen  you  
w ill liv e  in  c lose relationship w ith  th e  a n g e l w orld , and  
becom e as noble a being as th e  seraph who stands lik e  
a  burning sun before the throne o f  G od.

S ee  th at ind ividual w ho has it  in  h is power to  con
fer  m aterial b lessin gs upon  h is fe llo w  m en, and m ake 
th em  happy indeed. H e  has zea lou sly  cu ltivated  th is  
m onopolizing principle, and instead  o f im parting th e  
requisite boon, he wraps h im self up and w ill n o t perm it 
one ray o f  sym p ath y  to g o  out to th e  distressed and  
unfortunate soul.- I t  m ay be th at he desires to acquire  
more o f th e  sordid dross o f  earth, or th at he aspires to 
w orld ly  fam e, and  he w ill not d ispose o f  h is super-: 
abundant w ea lth  unless he receive  som eth ing in  return. 
J esu s  refers to such  natures as these, w hen  he charges  
h is  d iscip les n o t to be as th e  P harasees of their day, 
w ho m ade great feasts in  order th at th ey  m igh t be 
inv ited  in  return, and rece ive  a greater benefit than  
th ey  had  b esto w ed ; but th ey  w ere to b less  those who 
hated  them , and do good  to  th ose th a t desp itefu lly  used  
th em . ' . . i ,

T h e  popular form  o f  relig ion  o f  to-day sustains and  
fa tten s it s  exponents upon th e  fruits o f selfishness, but 
th is  i3 not th e  pure and spotless truth  o f  G od. .■ I t  is  
on ly  an ex tern a l form ality, destitu te o f  that v ita lising  
pow er o f th e  spirit. N o w  w e positively declare th a t  
th e  m an w h o  endeavours to  fu lfil th e purpose o f  e x is t
en ce b y  subduing th e  selfish propensities ,of his nature, 
and w ho receives th e  sm ile of heaven in to  his receptive  
soul, is d o in g  m ore for th e spiritual em ancipation  , o f h is  
fe llo w s than  all th e ecclesiastical in stitu tions of C hristen
dom . You w ill find a ll th at have risen  to  em inence am ong  
th e  n ation s o f th e  earth, h ave been  those th a t have laid  
asid e  th is  baneful power, an d  w ho have gone forth  
d isin terested ly  to  th e  object in  v iew , . I t  is im possible  
for an  in d iv id u al to lead h is people to a h igher cond ition  
of b e in g , i f  th a t pernicious elem ent .reign param ount in  
h is  breast. A s  it  was in  the days o f  Jesus, even so is  it  
to -d ay . Y o u  cannot serve tw o m asters. Y o u  cannot 
serve true religion , and g o  hand in hand w ith  self, for 
i f  you pander to the d ictates o f  th is pernicious prin
cip le , h ow  can you  w orship in  a true religious spirit.

Selfishness is  one o f  th e  carnal appetites o f  your 
nature. I f  you  conquer th is degrading propensity, you  
becom e m asters o f  yourselves, and i f  you accom plish  
th is  you  are fulfilling th e grand purpose of m aterial 
ex isten ce . W e would, therefore, recom m end you  to 
cast out th is  deadly serpent from your bosom, and  allow  
him  to enter no more, i f  you value your perm anent 
happiness. I t  is th is principle w hich prevents your soul 
from asp iring to the h ig h est degree o f developm ent 
possible. S e lf  points m an to earth, w here h e is ever 
seek ing  to pander to his anim al propensities and desires. 
S u ch  an individual fails to receive  that d ivine love 
w h ich  is  ev er  descending in  one unbroken stream  to, 
earth, and, fearful though it  m ay  be to  contem plate, h e  

i is  chain ing  h is sp iritual nature to m aterial conditions,

instead o f allowing that princip le to soar upw ard into its 
native clime. H e  w ill rem ain a ttracted  to the earth 
plane until this insidious foe be overcom e, and he can 
rise upward, free from the tram m els o f earth. I f  you 
w ish to accomplish th e  h ig h est m ission  o f your being 
w hile here, you m ust part w ith  th is  treasure, no matter 
how  dear it m ay be.

S elf is the bane of dom estic as w ell as public life.' 
Y ou m ay possess all th e  w ea lth  m ateria l life can 
possibly afford, but, i f  you be selfish^ all your possessions 
are incapable of granting you  th at peace  , w h ich  your 
superior principle requires. B u t h e  w ho is  desirous of 
m aking sacrifices for h is  fellow , creatures, no matter 
how low ly he m ay be, he is h a p p y  indeed , because the 
angel world sm iles upon h is lo v in g ’soul. T hough  a regal 
diadem encircle your brow, i f  you  be n ot true to your
selves you w ill be destitute o f  th a t  T igh t and love which 
should ever stream into th e  recep tiv e  soul. Though 
you m ay seek to drink from th is  pure fountain, selfish
ness w ill rem orselessly dash th e  cup from  your lips.

Some people'inform you that unless you conserve to 
yourselves a certain amount of selfishness you cannot 
succeed in your dealings with the world, but we say, that 
selfishnessjmannot live in the same atmosphere, with pure 
religion. .̂. You cannot be truly religious, unless you be
come living sacrifices to., your fellows, and thus you 
will work in unison and harmony w ith 'th e  spiritual 
hosts on high. If  you are willing to do'this, then we 
say, that you have joined issue with true religion. ' Your 
influence for good will be powerfully manifested, for 
you will not only receive the co-operation of all pure- 
minded being3 bn earth, but yob. will; b e’perpetually 
strengthened and invigorated with spiritual power from 
those noble souls who have passed beyond the veil. .

SKETCHES FROM LIFE; OR, 
Leaves from a Clairvoyant’s Note-Book

J 3 '—P O O R  J A N E T S
(Commenced in No.  668.)

[By an oversight the section printed last week was not com-' 
plete. It should have ended thus::—

“ Do tell him I am trying to be more content and steadfast, 
and ask him to dp all he can to hasten the time when we may 
be together.”̂ ’

1‘ I will,” replied Philip; and we passed on.] •
After walking for some distance through some pleasant 

lanes and over some meadows where cows and sheep were 
grazing, we came to a broad river, and, entering a boat in 
which sat two men dressed in Highland costume, .were rowed 
by, them down the river.

“ How strange 1 ” I whispered to Philip; they are dressed 
like men—dressed like men still in the flesh.”

“ Yes,” replied he, “ that is because they haye a natural love 
for their native costume, and as every, love of a man’s life is 
here depicted in himself and his surroundings, be they good or 
evil, these men and many others wear the plaid of their clan.” 

We soon reached a large building,' which I recognised as one 
of those places of which there are so many in the world of 
spirits, where undeveloped spirits are trained and t instructed 
and helped to overcome all their evil propensities. Kenneth 
was so anxious to obtain light and help that he gladly came 
here, and is making rapid progress.

“ He is anxious to eliminate all the evil from his own nature 
as quickly as he can, in order that he may help, Janet.” >,

“ Is he then so fond of her ? ”, .....
“ Yes,” replied Philip, and, besides that, as he knows him

self to have been the cause'of all her wrong-doing, he feels it 
his duty to do everything in his power to atone for the past 
and to assist to make the future bright and happy for her.” 

While he was speaking we approached the house, and per
ceived Kenneth standing with Clasped hands and downcast 
eyes, patiently listening to Janet’s father, who was quoting 
every passage in the Bible, he could think of, calculated to 
strike terror and dismay into a guilty soul. As we came up 
he was saying—

.?‘ I tell you, you shall never see her again. . She is accursed.” 
“ But, sir,” said Kenneth, looking up Mm  Why will you be so 

hard? God is not so implacable: he will forgive us—Why 
will not you. Oh! I pray,” he said, casting himself on his 
knees, “ forgive poor Janet, and say—-God bless her! As for 
me, I deserve everything you say.” . i j,. ,

“ Wretch! ” cried the old man, spurning him with his foot,
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.1  might forgive you, but Janet, never. . You were nothing to 
me; besides you never had the pious training she had. No : 
there is no forgiveness for the sin of self- murder. Is it not 
written—1 As the tree falls so shall it lie ’SSI 

“Have you R ot been here long enough, old man,5’ asked 
Philip, sternly, “ to see how many of those things written in the 
Bible are not literally true ; and that the spirit-world is alto
gether different from what you expected to find it ? ” ' 

s, “Indeed, is it,” replied he, sullenly,R‘ so different that I  
sometimes think I must be dreaming.” ;

JR  So you are, when you curgf? and rage so,— dreaming a' 
horrid hard dream. Come now, my friendr wake up, .rouse 
yourself: go to your poor old wife, and listen to her gentle 
pleadings for her child.” s<
. “ There it is ag&inAlcried the man, savagely ; you alfflsalk- 

to me as if I never loved her, when she was the very apple of 
my eye. I loved © r  too much; that? is why God punished me 
so. I forgot he would have no rivals in the heart.” ,

“ You talk nonsense,, old m a n l said Philip, interrupting 
him.. planted all the tenderest emotions in a man’s
heart, intending that he should nourish and ^cultivate them, to 
the intemjxhat by so doing he might become more like God 
himself—all-merciful, all-loving. Let me entreat you to put 
away these hard thoughts, and try and forgive, even as you 
need to be forgiven.’jA?

But the old man only turned sullenly away muttering. .
When he was gone, Philip turned to Kenneth and said—
“I cannot tell you how delighted I  was to see the admirable 

way in which yBuj&mtrolled y uurself.”W
R&Oh!” said Kenneth,Sphere was nothing A' I  richly deserved 
all be said; but it did hurt me to find him as bitter as ever 
against poor Janet. It makes me tremble for the conse- 

[ quences, shifflld he again find her.”
, “We hope she wftl not again encounter him.’’

We soon after took our leave, and it was not for many 
weeks that I heard more of poor Janet. - 

When next I saw th&good Philip, he told me in answer to 
my inquiries, that Janet was very much improved, and Kenneth 
so far advanced as to be quite trusted with the charge of her. 

■  if y/e were only as sure about her,” he added, with a little 
sigh. B* However, we shall soon see. Her father follows his 

r neice, Susan, like her shadow, and must soon find Janet. God 
grant she may not again seek to destroy herself.”

“Could you not prevent it if she did? ”
“Certainly,” he replied, 44 b u # o f  what use would that be? 

No: she must herself conquer the disease, or impulse rather, 
and shun it as a sin against God. Then and then only , w ill 
she be free from danger,” , ' ; . •

In about six weeks time, Philip came to me and said—
“ Come with me.i I  am going to J anet. Anne has been to 

say her uncle has found out her poor cousin’s abode, and is 
watching it. Kenneth is coming, and we shall then see if  .our 
poor Janet is stronger than on the last occasion.’’- 

“ But, suppose she is not ? ” I  asked.
“She is, I am sure,” he replied^ 44 or he would not have been 

allowed tjafind her.”
: When we reached the cottage, we found Janet with her 

hands clasped! in Kenneth’s, who had just arrived. She was 
looking bright and happy, and there was a look of strength 
and determination in her face, Whiclfl had never seen there 
before)! As Soon as she perfeved  Philip she darted forward, 
anSseizing him byShe hand, exclaimed excitedly:— 

f* “Is Snot nffie? Kenneth has built a pretty house; it has a 
garden and fields and some goats to mind. I  wish they were 
cows; I like them best. But Kenneth says they will come 
laterB Oh! ” she criedsi*

And darting away, ran swiftly for some distance to the top 
of a little moun^y where she stood panting and defiant, while 
her father, whom she had evidently seen befo se any one else,' 
had begun as usual to storm and rage at Kenneth.

After standing passive for a few moments, locking as if  in 
' silent prayer, he turned and walked towards J anet, holding 
ont his hand to her as he went. At this the enragedjgfathur 
sprang after him, and began to strike him violently upon his 
back. Janet, at the same moment-darted forward, and seEpig 
the heavy stick from her father’s hand, flung it to a distance. 

■ “ How dare you! Yes, you may scowl. Thank God, I  n6 
longer fear yop The merciful God has forgiven ine, and I  
will not mind if you never do.” :

The old man stqpd speechless with mingled rage and aston
ishment, and KennethR taking Janets Outstretched hand in 
both of his, held it firmly.

“ Man^said Philip, advancing to the f a t h e r “ down upon 
your knees and thank God your child is at last rescued from 
the power of the sinful desire for self-deBtrip S on, rather than 
bear your violence. Thank God, I  say. that she no ffimger 
fears you. She has suffered enough for fier faults against you, 
and Kenneth has suffered, alsojS In the future they may suffor 
still, for there is mUch for them to learn—many evils to Over
come ; but they can mjg,ch better do so together, for. they can 
comfort and strengthen each other.

“ I do not at all understand your ways here : it is. altogether 
contrary to everything taught in tbe Bible.”

“ Only contrary to your understanding of it,” replied Philip,! 
“ Why the Bible says somewhere,” said the father, “ after

death 4 T here sh a ll b e  neither m arriage nor g iv in g  in  m arri. 
age.’ ”

44 4 But be as the angels who are in heaven,’ ” added Philip, 
finishing the quotation » 4 and they are in couples. The man’s 
nature being the receptacle of Divine Wisdom, and the woman 
receptive of the Divine Love, which, when united, form in the 
sight off God one perfect being.” ^
K 4 Aud do you wish me to believe that sinful man and my 
accursed daughter make between them an angel? I  don’t 
believe it, and cannot, will not, believe iR  If  you,had said, a 
devil,.I think, pierhaps, I  might; but, an angel—•” ,

44 Not quite an angel yet,” replied Philip; 44 but in God’s 
good time they will become one.”
■ ‘ W ell,” said the old m an, su llen ly  ; “ it  is  too m uch for m e :
I  sh a ll mevera u n d erstan d ^  b u t, i f  you know  o f any of -our 
m iuisters about here, do, p r a y j l e t  m e see , them  decently  
m arried.’M

44 Most surely,” replied Philip. “ If you will, then forgive 
poor Janet and Kenneth, and bless instead of curse them.”

Soon after, I went with Philip to a, pretty house, where 
dwelt a good holy man, who upon the earth had been a Pres
byterian minister, who went through the prescribed form of 
marriage between Kenneth and Janet, to the father’s satis- , 
factionS When it was over, Janet and Kenneth knelt before 
the old man and asked his blessing, who gave it. in a rather 
Ungenerous manner. . ... j;. • .

441 wish you may be as happy as you deserve,”
'“ May I  not now  see m y m o th er? ” said Janet."  ,441 hoped  

sh e w o u ld  have com e w ith  you.” -
, : “ I did n<R choose your mother tp. comeR She is: weak and 
f00lish|SjJ; vv , ' ; . : *;*. 2:-  ̂ &■ y<-;

44 W ill you  not stay  w ith  m e for arfew d ays.? sa id  the minis? 
ter  to  ,the old  m an. 441 should lik e  to  have a  long  ta lk  w ith  
you, and exp la in  m any th in gs to. you o f which you seem  pro
foundly ig n o r a n t .*

^ ^ ■ ‘ Yes^ replied he, “T w ill s ta y *  Then turning to his 
neices: 44 You go and tell your aunt all about Janet, and say 
I  am going to stay here.” ' ‘ i - .w- ■

441 will,” replied Susan. - 44 Aunt will be so pleased to know 
that you have blessed Janet at la stS  Then she said to m e:
4fphe and Kenneth are to go straight to aunt. My uncleis such 
a tyrant to her: worse than he was upon the earth, if that Were 
possible.” - ■ v
_ S everal m onths elapsed  w ithout m y seeing anything of  

J  anet, a lthough I  heard she w as go in g  on very n icely , and w as  
happy and content. H er m other had been stay in g  w ith  her, 
and w as so happy th a t she positively  refused to  go  back to  her 
husband, w hen he sen t a  m essage com m anding her to  do So. 
A nd h is friend, th e m inister, to ld  him  she w as quite justified  
in  so doing, for sa id  h e :—  > ^

- 1 “ D eath  severed th e'tie  b etw een  you, and she never w ould  
have joined you  here for a  sin g le  m om ent, i f  she had not 
c h o se n .f f l | ’ t. j;oj0
t “ V ery  w e ll,” he rep lied  J [ 4( T hen I  w ill live  alone. Per

haps she w ill change her m ind som e day, then  it  w ill b e  m y  
turn to  say— I  w ill n o o B

I think it was about three years afterwards, when accident
ally meeting with the angel whom Janet had asked to be 
allowed to call “ mother,” I enquired about her.v; '

I 44 Y ou must call her 4 poor ’ J anet no longer 2 she is so
happy and so useful. She has already had in her charge 
two unfortunate creatures, who, like herself, rushed Unbidden 
out of life ; but has now taken charge 'of one who ‘drank her-i 
self to death, and whose state is scoTad that E  needs all Janet’s 
and Kenneth’s vigilance to prevent her getting baok ■ to the 
earth and obsessing a sister who has a like tendency.” 1 i 

“ Ham glad JauRlis so usefiilly employedajl said.; ’4I  have 
often wondered what you Bpuld find for her to do JR' -'/:

44 There is only tqj| much of that sort of employment here for 
those whMare able and willing to do it.” 11 ; -s[ u ' “

“ What a blessed thing it is,” I remarked, “ that workciU be 
found here to suit all sorts and conditions o fp e o p le S H ^ R  

i ' “ Yes,” she replied, “ from the simplest little child to the 
wisest man or woman,, filled with goodness and knowledge. 
All can find scope here for thaenergy that is within them.”, - 1 ‘ 

“ How differennfgbm the earth,” I said, sadly RE 
: , 44 Yes,” she '^plied, 44 that isShe place for disappointment 
' and failure: this the regijR of fruition and success.’B  

- When I next visitedjHanet, it was in her own house—a 
' pretty house standing in a lovely garden, surrounded by 

orchards and fields. With them were staying two people :i a 
young man and woman, who would have been handsome but 
for their wan wobegone appearance.
BJjjThese,||Kenneth informed us,Br were a couple of lovers, 
who, because they were not allowed to marry upon nothing a- 
year, and no prospect of making a living for years to come, 
tied themselves together and jumped into the water. When they 
first awoke to consciousness here, they ran away from the 
angels who surrounded them, in hopes to complete the crime 
from which they thought they had been rescued, and, coming 
to a pool of water, plunged in. But the water was very 
shallow, and they only succeeded in severely hurting them
selves. When told they were already dead, they could not at 
first realize i t ; and when at last convinced, they fell into the 
wretched state in which you now see them.  ̂Janet has appar
ently more influenoe over them than any one else.”
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“ So we leave them here,” added Philip, who said ho was 
mnch here, doing what good he could.

“ Do these two belong to one another,” I asked, curiously.
“ No,” said Philip; “ and by-and bye they will both wonder 

at the fatuity that held possession of them. Already they are 
beginning to draw invidious comparisons between each other 
and those about them.

“ What will become of them eventually?” I asked.
“ They will each go to their own place, but, at present, we 

think it best for them to stay here. Kenneth is so kind and 
judicious in his councils to the young man while Janet is so 
sweet and tender to the woman, that it can but have a bene
ficial effect upon her.”

“ The man looks both sullen and ill-tempered,” I remarked.
“ He is,” replied Philip, and resents the failure of their 

scheme to destroy themselves, as if the poor girl could help it. 
Look ! ” he said, pointing to a figure coming across the fields ; 
“ herecomes Janet’s father again.”

“ How nice he is looking,” I said. “ I should not have 
known him.” /

“ He is much improved,” said Philip, “ and comes here 
courting like a young man.; and we all think Margery, Janet’s 
mother, you know, is growing as fond of him as she was when 
they were both young. Look at her coming out to meet him; 
see, they are turning down to the river. They will sit there 
and talk for hours. He has grown very humble lately: the 
good minister’s homilies have not been thrown away there, I 
assure you.”

Many years have passed since I first saw poor Janet: poor 
no longer, but rich in goodness, in happiness, in love. Kenneth 
truly loves her, and thinks there is not, in all the heavens, an 
angel more sweet and beautiful than his own dear Janet!

V io l a .
t h e  END.

SOCIAL PROGRESS.

DOINGS AT BUSHDEN.
One of the most prosperous and thriving villages in Great 

Britain is one whose name is scarcely known, except in the 
immediate locality; and that because it has not a railway 
station, the Midland line to the North being some two miles to 
the west of it. The nearest station, Irchester, is a place of no 
importance whatever, and if the engineers of the line had been 
true prophets, they would have saved distance and explored 
Kushden. This place is some twelve miles to the north of 
Bedford, and five miles further on is Wellingborough, North
amptonshire.

Bushden ! Who would think of making a railway through 
such a place ? To the engineering mind, the name must have 
suggested a kind of Chat Moss, an almost bottomless morass, 
redolent of stagnant moisture and “ rushes,” but these are not 
the commodities to afford a “ return on capital.” “ Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth ? ” may be applied in many 
senses to many places, in all ages.

The once straggling, dilapidated village in a valley, is not 
altogether inappropriately named. It is, however, rapidly 
becoming one of the most important centres of the shoe-manu
facturing trade. In addition to the work once done at home 
by the shoemakers, large factories are springing up. Men 
who made shoes a few years ago, or whose fathers did so, are 
now large employers, and exert themselves successfully to 
bring prosperity to their neighbours. In this they appear to 
be quite successful: there are no idle, poor people in the 
place.

It is some sixteen years or so since we discovered Bushden. 
I f  we mistake not, it was through the orders of Mr. Crick for 
the “ Phrenological Journal.” That gentleman is the local 
student of Mental Science, and he is also interested in the 
Science of Human Nature in general, in which respect he does 
not by any means stand alone; for those who have somewhat 
investigated the Spiritual Nature of man have been for many 
years a strong energetic party in Bushden.

We first visited the place to lecture, nearly twelve years ago, 
if we calculate aright. The topic was “ Spiritualism.” At 
that time the place was in a much more primitive condition in 
all respects. There was no public place of meeting,-except an 
old ramshackle Vestry Hall, which was under the control of 
the Church of England, and, illogically enough, could npt be 
used by students of man’s Spiritual Nature I Mother Church 1 
Thou must open thy bosom to all of England’s sons who seek 
the Truth, or thou canst not remain the ^Church of England!” 

But the Almighty Father forbade us not. He has given His 
earth to all His children, as far as they will permit one another 
to enjoy it. On that Sunday afternoon we found a place of 
meeting in an orchard, and said our say, and sang our song of 
praise under the growing apples. On another occasion a field 
was used in a similar manner. In process of time a little 
Temperance Hall was built, immediately on the opening of 
which we spoke in it on Phrenology, Temperance, and kin
dred subjects. Since then various speakers on Spiritualism 
have visited the place, and Dr. Sexton, in debate, once crushed 
a pretentious opponent.

When we visited Bushden again on Saturday evening, Jan. 
20, we scarcely knew it. Our old and constant friend, Mr. 0. 
Denton, was in a new house and shop of his own, in a new 
street,—the first change pointed out as we drove past. Then 
came the new place of meeting—a Coffee Tavern, with recrea- 
tion rooms, hotel, and fine hall with 500 sittings, all under one 
roof. We found all our old. friends in new and pleasant abodes, 
and advancing in social position and influence. The once 

. persecuted Spiritualists have _ proved to be good sound men, 
forward in every good and progressive work, and, though 
repudiating the use of creedsSstill in all respects quite as 
“ religiousIs as those who profess faiths, laxly held, more 
loudly.

Our invitation was for the purpose of giving a phrenological 
entertainment on behalf of the Committee for providing Satur- 
day evening entertainments for the people. The Bev. 6, 
Pung, Baptist minister, presided, a choir sang, and there was 
an appreciative audience. Heads were examined till ten 
o’clock, including that of the chairman and the Bev. Mr. Gar- 
lick, Congregationalist, who was on the platform. We found *1 
these ministers genial intelligent gentlem en: the first natural
ly a healer, the second a thinker. We learnt, after that, his 
congregation had cashiered him the week before, because, as 
it appears, his plane of thought is too high and liberal for 
them. It is a great pity that the ignorance and bigotry of 
those who employ preachers, should raise obstacles in the way 
of men of education doing their duty. It is certain that the 
preachers of all the sects know vastly more than they dare 
utter in their pulpits.- It is painful to think that the service of 
man is thus'-thought more of. by the “ cloth ” than the service 
of God, Who is constantly pouring out new light on His chil
dren, in spiritual matters, as well as in material and mechani
cal inventions.

At the last moment, the local Anti-Vaccination Society, 
through Mr. 0. Denton, applied for a lecture on that subject on 
Sunday evening. We .gladly consented, notwithstanding deli- 
cate health, which was not apparent, however, on the platform. 
The New Lecture Hall was crowded to excess, some having to 
stand. It was truly a most respectable and sympathetic J 
audience.'  ̂ The influence was grand and inspiring! it was 
clearly evident that the Angels of Light had work to perform. 
The Bev. Mr. Garlick conducted the service in the usual form 
of a religious meeting. “ Dare to be a D aniel: Dare to stand 
alone,” was sung With a will by all. Then Micab, vi., was 
read: Arise, contend thou before the mountains, let the hills 
hear thy voice. For the Lord hath a controversy with his 
people. Shall I come before Him with calves of a year old? j 
Shall I give my first-born for my transgressions, the fruit of I 
my body for the sin of my soul ? He hath shewed thee, 0 man, 
what is good.” Then prayer, and “ Hold the fort,” after which | 
the discourse—“ Vaccination as a religious question, or is it in 
accordance with the will of God ? ” As a text, the verse in 
Matthew xviii. was selected: “ Whoso shall offend one of these 
little ones,” etcift The discourse reviewed the question in its 
yarious bearings, and appealed to the feelings of the people. It 
was listened to with great attention and evident approval. 
The Bev. gentleman at the close characterising it as the 
“ Word of God” on that matter. Two fathers, who expected 
to have their goods seized, during the week, came upon the 
platform at the close, full of enthusiasm at their forthcoming 
martyrdom* It was altogether a meeting of great power, and 
must have given an impetus to the Cause.

We have received the following account of the seizure of the 
g o o d s “ Dear Burns,—Seizure for goods was made yesterday, 
Wednesday, at ten o’clock, by five policemen. The signal was 
given, and the people turned out en masse. Band of music 
and people formed in procession, and escorted the goods 
through the village, and right on to Wellingborough Police 
Court, a distance of five miles :the goods were ‘ run in.’̂ ”*

“ A band of music and procession with banners met some 
200 others, who came by train from Bushden via Irchester, at 
Midland Station, and paraded the principal streets of Welling
borough, hundreds joining fthe procession. Our gallant 
Secretary of the Anti-Compulsory Vaccination League, Mr. 
Amos Booth, from Leicester, arrived at half past two. 
We at once took possession of the Market Place, and com
menced to Anti-vaccinate the vast band of people there 
congregated* Meanwhile the Police authorities were busy, 
trying to get an auctioneer to sell the gopds, but, to their 
credit may it stand recorded, not one man could be found to 
do the dirty job. Even the old Bellman refused to announce 
it he sale, and I doubt, even if these difficulties had been got 
over, whether a bidder could have been found, to such a state 
of indignation did the people become excited.

; From information received at half past three, we learned 
that no sale would take place, and, after passing a resolution 
condemning the Vaccination Acts in a crowd of from four 
to five thousand people, with ringing cheers and not one 
dissentient, we marched off the Market Hill, and made our 
way home ; not to the tune of ‘ the Girl I left behind me,’ for 
they were with us, but to these tunes, ‘ Grandfather’s Clock,’ 
and ‘ Old Arm Chair,’ which we left in the police-cells.

“ The police did their duty admirably, showing us unmista
kably their sympathy. It was altogether a most splendid
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blow to those abominable Laws, which, I trust, ere long our 
blind leaders will open their eyes to and repealB We shall 
never give in till then.—Tours, C. Denton .

“RushdeiBJanuary 25.”
Possibly the authorities will consider the imprisonment of 

the furniture for a couple of weeks ample punishment, and that 
the “ BtiaSp” wi|y be returned to their owners, none the worse 
for undergoing a period of “ m artyrdom s in Wellingborough 
Police Station 1 ■

We have been informed thatjun Saturday evening, just before 
five o’clock, some one was sent round Wellingborough to an-l 

, nounce the sale of the goods, at the same time they were 
removed from the PoliogSip&ion to the Market mace. Mr. J. 
Pondered, aucmmeer *  a few Anti-vajjcmatorsj and seE&al 
policemen audience.. It aflSSrs that bidders
were provides by some rnmnijEhe amSSmieer having big for 
the table, which he calmed out atigs. 6d., but beinfflg|iMlengeH 

Pto produce the bidder he was ccm peffidljfedm it he had noneJ 
so that the article was knocked down to Mr. Burrows for lslfid.l 
The sale realized £2 14s. 9d. in all, a great part of which will 
be expended in costs. '

The rate-payers, especially those who profess to be actuated 
by religious principles, should ask themselves whether they are 
taxed, to support policemen to be occupied in this kind of 
fashicE The wages of the police would amount to much more 
than the whole fines, and that part of the expense necessarily 
falls m the local rates, independent of the ruin incurred on the 

Kroaoial victims. If the magistrates had fined the parties 6d., 
they would equally hajgjpaffionSpd thmj- duty in the eye of the 
law, and poMMlltfi^ the Law of God, which no man but a very 
wicffld person would daro to set iffidgSiLTha con t entious 
duties incumlffint cm paren® as the natural guardians of thei r 

behalTOr the Creafiffr, all sane and moral minds 
wilBesfflfflpVhat are we to think o f those who woulcSwan- 
tonly devastate the homes'of such trulj^G-odJTearing people, 
when l^piawallB^vs tfi^arto gift but fcflf *the difficulty anjKhSfj 
way ? The law f̂e, no do?jE$tbad enough, and must bOTepealecf, 
and shall be repealed, but when the narrow-minded tyranny 
of its interpreters are thrown in, it becomes an engine of per
secution and gross injustice.

A meeting will be held at Wellingborough on Monday, to 
form an Anti-Vaccination League. We hope the friends of 
righteousness and liberty, which together constitute true reli
gion, will fan the flame now burning so briskly, and do their 
shaie SqHid thewolintry of this curse, which only the inspiration 
of a devil could have infWffigfom mankind.

We are informed Hhat Mr.j'Garlick’s meeting on Sunday 
evening was tube largest they had eversheld, and went off first 

■class. We woufeMike' *tdi^3) Mr. Garlick, and men like him, 
taka'an independent course, leaning on the Almighty Arm, 
and speaking tjroSe words <1 in sp ira tio n  which may come into 
their souls, notwithstanding public.opinion.

ANTI- VACCINATION.
COMPULSORY VACCINATION IN  SWITZERLAND.

To the.EdWforof “ The Times,”—Sir,—In Augnst last “ The 
Times ’’.(jfeported the particulars of the decisive o^ra|hfflw by 
a referendum j^B^pfe)iscite of a stringent compulsory v a g n a 
tion law, taown as th<^g|^i«&mien-Q$jj^z^ passed by th^Swiss 
Federal Chambers. It is imjtahawevoi&gene|afc£knf>wn that 
the agitation if^ in st v^ p p a tio n , stimulated by thaj numerous 
serious and fatal vfiucjne dis^kfips both at home andpibroad,* 
has beeii continued throughout the Swiss Confederation until 
now, and is still going on. On December 17tbjfhe ptizens of 
Basle suppressed compulsory vaccination by a majority of 

|3M) against 716, and I have just received from Dr. Scheuer
mann, of Basle, the in te llig en ce  that on theH£6th, nit. com-' 
pulsory v a lu a tio n  and revaccinatiori were abolished by the 
Federal Council throughout the Federal Army, a n ^ ^ a fifth e  
cantons of Aargqjl, St. Gall, Lugg^ne B erng^f f i^ ^ ^ jch are 
on the eve of,fo]iowing the example of Baslo£g|^ho can (HuhS 
that after the fatalities at Sheffield, Misterton, Norwich, and 
in other parts - SutntaWj if a p j^ iaefte , of the E n glish
people were taken compulsory vaccination—to abolish wlm h  
thousands of petitions have been presented to Parliament, and 
hundreds of public meetings held—would be rejected by a 
majofity proportionately as large as that of Switzerland ? In 
view of is happening in Switzerland, the Prussian Gov
ernment has &st appjjq^ed a Royal Commission to examine 
the evidei£ggagaing| vaccination abroughaj by the varmus de
legates beforegthe International ^Congresses at Paris and 
polognes-I amfjpir, yourj^ithfulljrar W illiam  T ebb .

DevonshireSj^jjb, St. James’s.—“ The Times,” Jan. 24tb, 1883.

DOCTORS AND INFANT MORTALITY.
One of the Peculiar People was recently prosecuted for 

allowing his child to die without the aid of a doctor or his poi
sons. The magistrate liberated the father, as it appeared the 
child had beep' of delicate constitutjpn^had been well cared 
for, and annointed with oil and prayed over. The only com

plaint was, that it was not poisoned because it was sick. If 
doctors saved the lives of little children, then there would bo 
some grounds for prosecuting such a parent. But, if he had 
been punished, on the same ground every doctor should bo 
punished who loses a patient.® If all parents did the same as 
this peculiar family, infant mortality would greatly decrease. 
The oft-quoted lines will be remembered :—

“ A single doctor like a sculler p lies;
The patient lingers, and by inches d ies;
But two physicians, like a pair of oars,
Waft him with swiftness to the Stygian shores.” ,

The two following paragraphs appeared in “ The E oho,” 
January 26:—

We hear that Messrs. Shaen, Roscoe, and CcP, solicitors, 
haveJBeen instruefflfto take legal proceedings against the St, 
Padjngis Union Workhouse surgeon for ^contributing to the 
death of a cmld which he vaccjfiated w hei^Bly six days old. 
A formal apptSmpn is to be made in a few days to one of the 
MeEropolitan Magistrates.

There is a still mo^Hrecent Base—whether arising out of 
early vaccination remains to be seenJH A ch®f buried yesterday 
was born on December 24th, and vaccinated on the 26th, when 
two days old. It was one of several babies bora in Queen 
Charlotte’s Lying-in Hospital, where early vaccination is be
ing practised on the advice of the Local Government Board- 
Dr. Thomas, coroner, delayed burial for twenty-four hours to 
inquire into the case, but finding that a medical certificate of 
death from “ debility—convulsions ” had been given, consider
ed that an inquest was unnecessary. The Lord Chancellor 
and fhe Local Government Board are now asked to cause a 
public inquiry. In the interest of, the management of this 
maternal hospital we think the demand for full, inquiry should 
be complied with.

WHAT IS KNOWN TO BE! S U E  CONCERNING 
VAOTINATIOS!

An accumulation of facts, registeraSSm all Bvilized coun
tries, and laid by the variomKL^s|affls before the Anti- 
Vaccination Congress, at Paris in IgSBB ancHblogne in 1881, 
shew that Vaccination does not diminish the death-rate in the 
general mortality from all causes; that it affords no protection 
from small-pox ; that it has caused a large increase of infantile 
mortality, falsely registered as erysipelas, bronchitis® con
vulsions, etc .; that scrofula, and a still more loathsome disease, 
have been ahd are transmitted by its means; that while children 
of a robust constitution possess the power to resist or survive 
its diiBBB influenceffthose with oonstitufmns less tenacious 
of life either succumb*®? - its insidious effects, or linger in 
debility, to augment (at a later period) the increasing mor
ality from fever andKfnfiumOTBn.

For Statistics in confirmalfcn of the foregoing, apply to— 
Mr. W. Y oung, 114, Victoria Street, Westminster, S. W.

THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE.
THE TEACHINGS OF “ MOTHER SHIPTON.”

Mr . T owns, Medium .
To the jEditor.—Sir,— On Tuesday evening, January 23, I 

attended Mr% Towns’ w e ^ ^  cmffe at th^Hnffiual Institution,
1 ̂ Southampton Row, the dffle being H B fifth anniversary of 
communion with tHsS^mt known as|S Mother Shipton.” Prior

ffi) the SmiminicationajfiSrough the dmaBrn, [Mr.*'Xowns,jM r.
King read a few exS^Sjts from the h iy ^ n f i '  the srarit’s earth 
life, jSffiliedj from British M uSim , by a gentle
man unknown to myself, who was then present at the circle, 
among which.extracts, was an anecdote worth repeating.

On one gpcasion certain titled officials of the English Army 
or of the Government, paid a  visit to the residence of this 
renowned prophetess, and after various interrogations told her 
she would surely be burnt as a witch, when she replied, “ Oh! 
wait a mffl®nt an<0 w eS p ll see.” With that she placed a 
handkerchief intcSrSm alst <fu a blazing fire, when the article 
was maheiSujmsumedfjjpr injured. She said, HYou see that 
won’t b u rn ,|^ th er shall I ija l

It is me t a e apress an opiiBon as to the identity of
the commuriicarang smritTit is en^Kh for me to ranfirm by 
personal experience the teachings of St. Paul as given in
2 Corinthians, xii., that there were spiritual gifts in his day, 
and of which he desires mankind should not be ignorant; and, 
if  in his day, so in th y  past and the future of time^Jhe same 
being forshadowed in the words of Jesus himself, when he said, 
in effecRSf the people-J^Syes have they but‘see not, ears but 
hear no® understandings but understand not; many other 
things could Qtell you, bui®e could nofflbear them.”

Mpre than Saghtefflj hundred years have passed away, since 
these wgjrjfls were uttered and reiterated by Ehrist and his 
apostles amidst m e mountains and valleys of Palestine, yet 
ignorance of spiritual gifts is as prevalent to-day as in the 
days of spiritual martyrdom?! To give a reason for this state 
of things would involve a dissertation beyond the province of 
this letter, hence,, returning to the proceedings at the circle, 
“ Mother Shipton,” said through the medium, Mr. Towns:—
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Life is a mystery none of ns can define or comprehend, and 
although she had passed four centuries away from earth life, 
she could not explain to our understanding the sublime 
mystery of l if e : for life is as boundless in mystery as time and 
space are boundless in infinitude, and that neither men nor 
angels can by searching find out God ; warning us that the 
secret of happiness both here and hereafter is to govern our 
impulses, appetites, and passions by the rules of wisdom, and 
strive to keep them in harmony with the ever faithful and 
beneficent laws of nature, and that all our pains and penalties 
are the consequences of our own or our progenital divergence 
from the strait and narrow path of temperance into the border 
land of wild extremes, by avoiding which the component 
elements of our material nature may be so refined and cultured 
through watchfulness and care, that in fulfilling the duties of 
mortal life, we may become centres of harmony, with measures 
of happiness in proportion to our acquisition of self-knowledge, 
and our steadfastness in the orbit of spiritual duty, by ever 
looking heavenward as we circle round the throne of Deity.

Many other simple precepts were given by this kindly influ
ence that would be well worth recording, but I  have said 
enough to show that many of our professional religious 
teachers of reputed orthodox creeds, would do well to investi
gate the wilfully despised goBpel of spiritual revelation, I  say 
wilfully despised because the Romish Church for many ages 
has been fully oognizant of the truths of spiritual communion 
or the communion of sa in ts; but because the powers of nature 
are no respecters of place, position, rank, or person, and because 
the priesthood are unable to govern, control and bequeath the 
divine afflatus as a church patronage or perpetual family or 
caste inheritance, they dare to blaspheme the holy and ever
lasting truth of nature’s eternal Gospel, by attributing this 
glorious and death-destroying dispensation to the powers of 
darkness and its king.

They may as w ell strive to extinguish the sunlight or make 
the ocean a parched desert, as seek to stem this heavenly tide 
of revelation. We know this divine breath is as universal as 
the air we breathe, whilst it necessarily fails to germinate 
and develop on the withered tree, the barren soil, the stoney 
ground, or the wayside, represented by the selfish nature, the 
proud spirit, the lustful passion and the deceitful heart.

How much then ought We to appreciate the high value to 
humanity of such men as Mr. Towns, honest in principle, un
assuming in demeanour, with no pretence to education or 
m ental culture, yet shining in the darkness of human ignor
ance with the brilliance and beauty of intrinsic truth. It w ill 
be a failure of duty on the part of those who know the value of 
his exceptional talent, to suffer him to be borne down in the 
battle of untoward circumstances, before whose ruthless waves 
the hope, the faith, the virtue, and the spiritual integrity of 
many noble *and gifted minds have sunk to rise no more on 
earth. I  trust the appeal made on his behalf and that of h is 
wife and long family of ten or eleven children, w ill not be 
made in vain, and that some kind and capable hand, or the 
united strength of many benevolent spiritspfj like the good 
Samaritan of old, w ill be moved by the voiceless angel of 
sympathy to the exercise of charity—the greatest, the noblest, 
and the purest of all human virtues. S. G.

A LETTEB FROM THE EXETER MEDIUM.
To the Editor.—Sir,—In reference to the “ Exeter Free 

Spiritual Church,” it  behoves me to say a word. My first 
introduction to the science of Spiritualism was through an 
announcement in the “ Exeter Evening Express,” of September 
29,1882, stating that the Rev. 0. Ware would commence la
bours in the city on the following Sunday, at the Odd Fellows’ 
H all. I t  was not until the following week that I  paid the 
H all a visit, attracted by an interesting article which appeared 
in  the same paper, entitled, “ A remarkable seance.” After 
the sermon, I  went and informed Mr. Ware that I  should like 
to investigate the subject.

On the Monday I was invited to a private seance. After the 
usual invocation of God’s blessing, and the singing of a hymn, 
questions were put to the unseen intelligence by means of the 
ta b le ; it was then, for the first time in my life, that I  witnessed 
these marvellous phenomena.

During this meeting, which lasted nearly two hours, I  was 
informed, to my great surprise, that I was a medium. In a 
short time[I felt an enormous power influencing me, the like I  
had never experienced before, and which I could not account 
for. I went from the meeting astonished at what I  had seen, 
and hoped to soe more another time.

It  was three weeks before I  again visited a circle. While 
there I  was entranced, and wrote unconsciously for some time. 
Since then I  have been many times controlled by supposed 
spirits ; the results have appeared from time to time in your 
paper.

I have given very little credence to the same until within 
the past week, when, from what I  heard at Plymouth, I  feel it 
incumbent upon me, not being personally known to your 
readers, to state that what has appeared from time to time in 
your paper, I  am entirely innocent of, whether overdrawn or 
not, and I  have from the first discredited these statements, 
and always expressed a wish that they should not be published.

Again, the late “ Judge Edmonds ,vhas been called into question, 
who is supposed to be my “ chief guide,” a letter being written 
through me, has purported to come from him, yet unpublished, 
as to the real nature and contents of same I am as ignorant as 
any of your readers. An Editor’s work is no mean task, and 
through the multiplicity of business I  assign the reason why it 
has not yet appehred, or that it is not thought expedient to 
publish the same.' I feel this a painful season and a critical 
position to be placed in. I  have always borne: an honest 
character and been respected. Being only known as “ Mr. H.” 
in connection with this paper, it may be thought that I have 
been aiding this, or playing in a part of which I am innocent, 
therefore, for the benefit of the public, silence should be no 
longer on my part, and it calls forth that this “ letter ” should' 
be made public, that the readers may judge for themselves, 
and thereby the stigma resting upon me may be removed. I 
have been a mere instrument in this matter, entering as a 
child, feeling my insignificance in comparison with the gran- 
deur of the same?! I have always been orthodox in my views, 
and am, at the present time, yet ready to receive the truth from 
whatever source it may come, whether apparently heterodox 
or orthodox, and this has been the stand taken by me in the 
investigation of Spiritualism.

I not only claim for m yself regarding these things which 
have appeared, but also for the gentlem an who has communi
cated these particulars, “ Omega,” whose interest is certainly 
at stake, for I have always esteemed him as an ardent, truth
ful, and faithful worker in this Cause, who certainly is to 
blame for highly colouring these reports, but which I hope it 
will be proved as in the past that he is fidus achates.

Trusting that you will insert this, with pardon for intruding 
on your valuable space, I am, sir. yours most respectfully,

Exeter, January 29, 1883., . H. ,
[We are glad to hear from H. We see no grounds for the 

charge that the reports were too highly coloured. We have 
seen many instances of mediumship of a similar character. In 
this investigation everyone is necessarily most deeply impressed 
with those experiences in which they are personally involved. 
Outsiders who think greatly of their own affairs, have not the 
benefit of the enthusiasm and inspiration of those who partake 
of the influences of the circle. It is painful to think that the 
human mind is so prone to resort to charges of fraud and un
worthy motives in all such matters. We must look in psycho
logical principles for a solution of difficulties. The All-Father is 
doing all things w ell., We have had Mr. Ware’s introductory 
letter in type three weeks, and had intended to give attention 
to the letter from jpJudge Edmonds” which it introduces, but 
an attack of sickness, preceded by a painful crisis in business 
matters, have taken us altogether out of our own hands. And, 
yet, it is w e ll! We counsel all to repose an abiding faith in 
the Great I  Am. Then all the little contingencies will fall into 
their proper places. When we get the necessary light and 
opportunity to do our duty in the matter, we w ill do so with 
great pleasure. “ Omega ” would have heard from us had it 
not been for prostration. Throw out all inferior considerations 
and cling to the Strong Arm; The- Spiritual Road is one of 
trials and difficulties. Let them not disconcert us.—Ed. M.]

EXPERIENCES IN  SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA.
The following is an extract from a letter by Mr. John Fow

ler, in the “ Liverpool Daily Post,” January 30, 1883:—
“ Hitherto I  have been unwilling to relate any of my own 

experiences. I  may, however, mention that I  have had an
swers given me to mental questions, and written on an enclos
ed slate, the said slate being firmly held in my own hands. I 
have afterwards obliterated the replies, and continued to ques
tion, which were answered in a similar way. These were 
communications of a private nature, and bore the signature of 
a brother of mine, who had died some years previously in Aus
tralia. u? have held a bottle filled with water and securely 
corked by myself, to find that in a few seconds afterwards it 
contained choice flowers. I  have had conversations of mine 
retold to me when I was hundreds of miles away from the spot 
where they took place. I  have had pictures painted in the 
dark in my own presence, on my own materials,jghe paint on 
which was not fully dry for twenty-four hours afterwards. 
I  have seen tables lifted without contact! I  have had my 
friends to control and speak to me through trance-mediums 
for hours, not only of things which happened in their earth- 
life, with which we were well acquainted, but I  have been 
informed of things I  was not acquainted with when mentioned, 
but which afterwards I  found to be correct. These are only a 
few facts in my own experience.”

Newlyn, Cornwall.—A man who died at this place is re
ported to have troubled his relatives, because of their not car
rying out certain requests he made prior to his decease re
specting his burial. Consequently, they have at last exhumed 
the body, and deposited it where they hope he may rest peace
fully, and trouble them no further with visitation.^ It is to be 
hoped that after the trouble and expense the friends have gone 
to, they may meet with success.—“ Oornubian ” (Redruth). *
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POETRY.
The two poems printed below, the one in Answer to /the  

other, give expression to opposite views of ttie merits of spirit- 
communion. How far the negationist may be able to dis
associate hif jp jlf from spirit-influence,’ of course, he is not iD 
si posffln to detabaine. Th^^mfiment of self-reliance is as 
much inculcated by the Spiritualist as by jjiie Materialist. 
The former BSBSss to be broad enough to avail himself of the in
spiring m i of soul and spirit-life, in additigH to thfE§3 * o m fo r t(  
iof sea-water,C|^en though served up in a bridal chamber.” 
Both poems are rich in merit of their class, and, if read to
gether, the combined sentiment may mere perfectly represent 
the true line of thimght, than if eramr ojBthem sep
arately. The first appeared a few months ago in a contem
porary, “ devoted to the highest interests of humanity, both 
here and hereafter|j| The reply, by a lady, was refused inser
tion. We have pleasure in giving both a position on the same

In active service for those left on Earth,
To draw them on to the New Heavenly Birth,

Beyond the sky.

Neither to “ rightBnor ‘igleftBbut onward, upward glancing 
To emulate those dear Ones, and thus my Soul advancing, 

W f̂flfeuld I  aspire;
Till raised like .them from Earth to higher Life,
My Spirit freed from all of care and strife,

I’d tune my Lyre.

Then, with the AngeBOhoir, my Song of Love upraising, . 
With all my powers of Soul, my God and Father praising,

In meek endeavour,
To do for pthers what was done for me,
ThatHthers might the joys of Heaven see 

For aye and ever!
Oct. 28th, 1882.

, BY GEORGE BARLOW. >>
Nay, not to a crowd of dead are our live hearts indebted' '
We Btand not thus enleashed and bound and meshed and 
‘ netted '

By Epirit-hostsS We stand 
Each Sojil of us alone, and therein lies our glory ;
Bach brave foot may surmount new Alpine summits hoary,
, i Yet pay no fee to a guide for helping hand. '

Yes: the great dead were great. , But are the high (summits 
smaller ,

Fo? us ?."* Were the black pines upon the hill-sides taller 
When other steps than ours

Trod mid their stems and cones, the austere mountains climb- 
, ing-? . r; ., . /  7 'iii ■ r . ’ b Brno* h i

Do lesser gods to-day, give ear unto our rhyming ? ■
Have past hands gathered all the stars’ gold flowers ? ;

Nay! if I ever met my grey sea’s bridal glances,
And knew that at my back surged tasselled spirit-lances,

A host of following spies, !
I shotMSeel traitor indeed 1 Not to my.bridal chamber M j 
Shall any, even the highest, bf human spirits clambei1, ;

To meet with me, my flushed Song’s passionate eyes. ;

(inspired”; Yea, by the Sea, and by the deep love panting , 
Within our own deep Souls, and by the green leaves chanting 

Their Summer Song to each.;'
By all the strange wild surge of ceaseless song that ranges 
Throughout our Souls,.and rings therein its tidal changes ;

But never by a dead man’s halting speech.

Spirits, who would seek for ever to be clinging 
o dead pale hands,1 and who would blend your love and singing 

With other’s love and song, : .
To neyer have felt the joy of standing grave and lonely,
Where human voices fail, and the high stars sing only, . , j 

; The great thoughts rise not ’mid a jostling throng, j

Not looking right or left, but only at the glances
Of Song, my bride, my steps through joy and pain advances ;.

Where’dead men sang, to-day * . j ;
I sing. But not by these am I to-day inspired,
But by the universe, this morh .as freshly attired, 1 

Ab if I sang On the first, first of May.

• saw ANSWER: TO iMR'-BARLOW’S LINES;.1
' B y .^M.’’;^ 1 .

VO Lord, I know that the way of Man is not in himself: It is not 
in Man that 'walketUMS direct his steps.”—Jer. x., 23.
“Not to a crowd of dead, are our live hearts indebted,” '
But to the tivtsrtS hosts, our Eather’s love created

'- With-Souls im m o r ta l|S v  -PM jr
Who, passed through life on Barth . with alm ts sorrow,
Return to help-their loved Ones on the morrow,-M 

Through Death’s dark portal.’ 11

‘‘ Yes, the great dead;’̂ .RE .,(.gr,eat,Sfor now the risen Spirit, 1 ’ 
Freed from the clog of Earth, .rises to higher summit;

; ■•ip. Of-life dm H eaven; ■ ■ .r I i i  .v-iJmMO MO- \
4?d with the yeil uprolled, is  brought to  view. hha fu- il/i 
^,at love, that||aused the Spirit to pass throughi.. f 

1 . : i M w-The^arthly leaven. , <> .;.ndv./5C i

Bjf them .“ inspired” are we ?:, 0 B,.yes, with inspiration •’. !( j, 
Bojm of the Spirif, fried from Earfhly aspiration |;

‘ And worldly nature,;. .M ; i r. ( 5.' r j 
To wisdom higher, leading us in love j 
To nearer views of Angel-life above, .

1 -'' And lifie’s creator.M -/, ;■ '1 7  ' “ ';: ;/■  ' /. i: "i ■. r'M 'J. .; I l l  i k n t i i Z  j
No, not® to dead pale hands and forms would I  be clinging, 
But to those living forms of beauty ever, singing

God’s praisO on high, \ . .. .7 .j

SADNESS AND SUNSHINE.; r-..
' I  sat all worn and weary,

Witb my cheeks all wet and wan,
My heart was heavy and dreary,

For I was a lonely one. ,

My flowerets had all fled from me,
I Like flowerets nipt in the Spring ; , ,

Or the birds, at coming winter, flee 
On the swift and buoyant wing.

vi‘- r  'The joy of my heart’s ySrag years,— ;
. He too had gone from my side : :

/M y heart was sad, my eyes gave tears,—
I was weary in my eventidegH

But as I  sat weary and worn,
• With tears bedewinSmy face, !
The veil of grim sorrow was torn,

And a brighter one given in its plac9V- -
r  It caine with the voices of a n g e lsH

That were singing so grandly and sweet,
I For my loved ones were singing evangels,

My weary worn soul to greet,

Since then I  have ne'ver known sorrow, ,
Bid grief with its terrors hegoneJj^H  

( ( . ’ And never from them will I  borrowj ; .
Though still I  exist all alone. .

' X '' Alone, and yet not alone ;
For the memory of those angel voices 

Doth ever bid sorrow begone, /  ( .. /
And my aged heart rejoices : ‘ ’ i  .

. . Rejoices to know that, ere long, ^
I, too , sh a ll be borne from  thi3 earth ,

. To join in that happiest song,
That’s sung at the Spirit’s new birth.

H  j ■ P ericles

LONGFELLOW’S LAST POEMS M
. r  “  YICTOR YANQtJISHED.” 1 '

. is . As one who long hath fled with panting breath i ;
,, i Before his foe, bleeding and near to fall, ,

I  turn and set my tffljS againsiShe w all, f >
: And look thee in the face, Iriumphant Death.

! I  call for aid, and ncPme arawefflth n S R !
I  am alone with thee, who conquerest all,

.r ... • Yewipe thy threaM iing form doth not appal; 
i For thou art but a phantom and a wraith.
I  Wounded and weak, swoffl bffikeiSat the hilt, I  

.. a With armour shattered and without a shield,.
. .. j -I stand unmoved; do with me what thou w ilt ;

I can resist no more, but w ill not yield.
This is no tournament where cowards tiltR H  

The vanquished here is victor in the field. ,

- ,C  l  ir;>.

 ̂ Sadly, as some old mediaeval knight 
’ Gazed at the arms heje^Sp nqdpnger wield,—

The sword, two-handed, and the shining shield f 
Suspended in the hamTand^Sl in sp CTHMj 

-  While secret longings for the lost delight 
,t Of tourney or adventure in the field 

*l!!j Came oyer him, and tears but half concealed /
; Trembled and f^Unpejjjttrig beard^f white, . .

So I behold these books upon their shelf, 
r i My ^ornaments anqiarms of other day

’ Not wholly useless, though no longer used,
■ ' . ' For they remind me-of my other self,

■■ Younger and stronger, and the pleasant ways 
In which I walked, now clouded and confused.

i
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SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OP THE MEDIUM  
For the year 1883 in Great Britain.

A s  there w il l  bo 62 N um bers of  th e  Medium issued in  1883. the price 
•oill be—

One copy, post free, weekly
Two copies ,, • 9Three „  „ ' ftFour „  „ itFive „  „ 9 f

», >> 99Thirteen lt 
Additional copies, pos 995 t r e e ,  1,

0 2 per annum 0 8 8
0 4 ,, 99 J 0 17 4
0 51 * 99 1 3 10
0 7* II 1 12 6
0 9 It • 1 19 0
0 101 It 2
1 6 2 18
d. each per week, or 6s. 6d. per year.

T H E  “  M E D IU M » F O R  1883 P O S T  F R E E  A B R O A D .
One copy w ill  be sen t w eekly  to a ll  p a r ts  o f  E urope, U nited 8tates> 

and  B r itish  N orth  A m erica , fo r  8s. 8d.
To In d ia , So u th  A fr ica , A u s tra lia , N ew  Zealand, a n d  n ea rly  a ll  other 

coun tries, fo r  10s. lOd.
M oney O rders m a y  now be sen t fro m  nearly  every country and colony 

to London through  the  P ost Office. I n  other cases a  d ra ft  on London, or 
p a p e r  cu rren cy , m a y  be rem itted .

A l l  orders fo r  copies, and  com m unications fo r  the Ed/itor, should be 
addressed  to Mr. J ames B urns, Office of the M edium , 15, Southampton 
Row, Holborn, London, "W.C.

The  M edium is  sold by a ll  new svendors, a n d  su pp lied  by the  wholesale 
ro d e  g en era lly .

A dvertisem en ts in serted  in  the  M edium  at dd. p e r  line. A  series by  
contract.

Legacies on b eh a lf o f  the  Cause should  be le ft  in  the  nam e o f  "  Jam es 
B u r n s .”

SEANCES AND M EETINGS DURING TH E W E E K  AT THE 
SPIR ITU A L INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW.

T hursday.—School of Spiritual Teachers at 8 o’clock.
Tuesday.—Mr. Towns, Clairvoyance, at 8 o’clock.
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A COLUMN FOR THE YOUNG.
We hope to commence, next week, a new department in the 

Medium—a Column for the Young. This has not been entirely 
overlooked in the past, “ Y Ay Ali’s Story,” by Mrs. Esperance, 
and the “ Clairvoyant Sketches,” having been read with delight 
by many young people. But now we mean to introduce some
thing peculiarly adapted for children, as, in many ways, the 
works named presented points far beyond their grasp. This 
Department, we hope, will serve as a reading book in the 
Children’s Lyceums, and we intend to give some space to. 
reporting the progress and work of these institutions®!

We have received two contributions towards this new pur
pose, one, by Hans Edwards, we have had by us for a few 
weeks. It is a tale, and one of great interest, and it is full of 
spiritual illustration. The author says, in his preface, that he 
undertook the task because of “ the very meagre store of 
literature suitable for the children and families of those who 
have come to a knowledge of the blessings of Spiritualism.” 
The author is himself a remarkable medium, and his work is 
replete with inspiration of a high order.

More recently we received a MS. from Mrs. Ramsay Laye, 
the very same motive being stated for writing it, and almost 
in  the same language. This tale : “ Florry’s Tree,” we hope 
to give first. We have decided to do so for various reasons: It 
is  adapted for children of tender years, and it is quite short. 
On the other hand, “ Lonely Little Lara, or, Old Will’s Waif,” 
is much longer, and carries its hero to a greater age.

We hope all parties will be agreeable to this arrangement. 
“ Florry’s T ree” is charmingly written ; it is full of interest, 
teaches needful lessons in most homes, and introduces the 
Unseen in a pleasing and impressive manner. Florry, and her 
little brother, Freddy, will present themselves to our youthful 
patrons next week, and we sincerely trust the little people will 
receive a widely-extended and hearty welcome.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
Toere is a remarkable sympathy in the tone of the two dis

courses given this week ; one by Mr. De Main, and the other 
by Mr. Burns. The pressure of inspiration is taking a vary 
decided turn in that direction, all through the Movement.

The Clairvoyant Sketch—“ Poor Janet,” finishes this week. 
It is full of important teachings, showing that man’s life is 
continued on the spiritual plane as it is laid down at death. 
To confess one’s own sins and seek forgivenoss, is a much 
better course than to doggedly blame others, however guilty 
they may be. We are all guilty of something—many things, 
in fact. It shows, moreover, that the suicide jumps out of the 
frying-pan into the fire, as it were.

We cannot say that we feel satisfied with the treatment of 
the “ beast” question in the Lecture reported this week. - The 
term is more expressive of the introduction of earth ideas into 
religion, than the existence of mere animalism in man. The 
Creator gave man his passions, but He did not give him false 
theologies and anthropomorphic godlings to take the place of 
the Creator Himself. This man-made worship seems to us to 
be the “ beast.’jjr Of course, it should be borne in mind that we 
have cut down the Lecture fully one half in reporting it.

We hope our Rushden friends will hand the M edium round 
freely, and induce all liberal minds to take it in regularly 
and that Mr. 0. Denton may have a large parcel weekly. Our 
religion is to do good to the bodies and souls of mankind, 
irrespective of creed or belief. In addition to the facts stated 
in the Rushden Article, we understand, 276 tickets were issued 
from Irchester to Wellingborough, on the day the goods were 
seized. The sale, as it took place at last, is questioned as 
being illegal. The friends should look sharply into all points- 
there are powerful hands ready to back them up—and not be 
trodden down by a petty tyranny. These affairs are liable to 
become a matter of personal vengeance on the part of the 
executive at last. Many vaccination inquisitors break the 
law most flagrantly, and are allowed to escape. Few of them 
really know the law, their chief qualification is to tread down 
their weaker fellow creatures.

. Mr. J. Bowring Sloman writes, in respect to our request for 
the establishment of agencies for the Medium amongst book
sellers :—“ I can give you one name, Mr. Kerslake, newsagent. 
King Street, Plymouth, who exhibits the paper in his window. 
Some time since I induced him to order copies for sale, by 
guaranteeing to take all remaining unsold at cost price; I 
hope to induce another in some other part of the town to do 
likewise.”

In some towns it is impossible to prevail on a newsagent to 
procure the Medium at all, but with persistent effort and per- 
sonal influence exerted, we feel certain that an immense bene
fit could be conferred on the Cause by imitating Mr. Sloman.

We cull the following extract from the letter of a corres
pondent:—“ It was only recently I began to read your paper, 
the Medium, and being mystified with some of its contents I 
discontinued reading it for a w hile; then after a few weeks had 
elapsed, I had a strange longing to see it again. So, I gave 
my newsagent orders once more to g et it for me regularly 
every week, and I am glad I did so, for I  now read it with 
increasing interest, as each new issue comes ou t; and, I find 
it always instructive, though I  cannot accept some things I 
find in its columns^- We take this opportunity of stating that 
no reader of the Medium is expected to endorse all' be finds 
therein. In the Old Era a man was expected to be led by 
authority, now he is requested to think for himself. The 
Medium is an organ of free-thought, in which the writers give 
expression to their views of truth, whether in agreement with 
or contradictory to what has been before stated. How, then, 
can any man believe it all ? We can oftentimes gain more 
light by differing from a writer, than in swallowing all. 
Hence we permit a margin for free statement, so that in the 
friction of thought, the light of Truth may be evolved. The 
true light comes from within—not from any book or paper.

We have received from A.T.T.P. a batch of coutrols, the most 
serious in tone we have yet seen from him. Wo expect to. see 
the first in next week’s issue.

Mr. Walmsley, Barrow-in-Furness, has sent us a report-of a 
discourse by MrsMDobson, Batley Carr, which we intend 
printing in next Medium. We name the matter that Mrs. 
Dobson’s friends in Yorkshire and elsewhere may secure extra 
copiesfttj

Do not write notices for publication on the same piece of 
paper with business matters, otherwise the paper goes into our 
business department, and the notice for publication is not seen 
till the paper is out. On the last day the pressure and hurry 
are too great to hunt up such matters.

Mr. and Mrs. Finnemore, from Auckland, New Zealand, 
arrived hi London last week, on a visit to their friends in the 
Old Country. Mr. Finnemore is greatly interested in Spiritu
alism, and has had considerable phenomena at home. He is 
desirous of seeing what there is to be seen during his stay in 
England. Our visitors brought a note of introduction from our 
old friend Captain Chas. A. Bydder, who describes them as 
“ the oldest known Spiritualists in this colony.” Captain 
Bydder has astonished the colonists by the narratives of phe
nomena witnessed by him before he left England.

L e e d s .—Mrs. Hardinge-Britten will lecture on Sunday, 
March 11th. Further particulars in future announcements.

There will be a meeting at the Spiritual Institution on Sun
day evening, at 7 o'clock., Free admission.
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MORE ABOUT 666. v 
While it is true that 666 is the number of the Beast, I 

we may say that |m§6 belongs to Man, the 6th, day 
being his creation; and he mi^H[have entered into the 
7th, the Rest or Sabbath of God. Properly speaking, 
the number of the Beast is that which knows not God, 
and lives onlfitnepM ^ Sr part, and temporal or earthly 
part of man’s |^ng$( still it should he as it is stated, 
Rev. xiii.,;3il^SBeast’s number is “ six hundred, three 
score, (and) six : ” 600, 3 score',* 6.

However, let us look at, 666; thus—6 -|U|&EggX8,1 
and 8 :1 ,  the Holy O n e , and 8  the resurrection num
ber, 1 and 8 +  7. See John xxi. : There 
were 7 disciples gathered together, on the shore after 
the resurrection, and Jesus Himself, who is the Resur- 

; rection, makes the 8. ■ Again, -the 18=1 -t- 8 = 9 . 9 is
said to be the true number of the Man, according to 
some ancient writers, J. B., for instance.
1 Taking, therefore, Lady C.’s and your 666 ,1 venture • 
iltencldse 6 +  6 +  6 = l8 s ., or two nines,' or twice three 
square. Perhaps some other of your many readers and 
jmiirersv will1 follow in this path, and so make a l i t w l  
practical use of this interesting w a y o f  looking at the 
subject of numbers. I  might contribute somewhat to 

jto*perhaps. |  A; lU tf'r . A..;:- . A /  N H E
I thank you for your very interesting words on the

* Worship* of Jesus "or ChristdBrCYours truly,1! J. M.
• [Though this question* of mystical numbers is rather per
plexing, yet difficultj|n  ̂ appreciating the genuine
kindness of those have made it the occasion of
lightening our load. It simplifies the task of comprehending

phe power of these numerals very much, when they are associ
ated with the well-known exponents—£  s. d —Ed. M.]

A KIND LETTER FROM KEIGHLEY.
Dear sSHSr is with pleasure ftyit I have tne* honour, on 

behalf of the Committee and the Spiritualists, generally, of 
JLeighlewttp handMii herewith P.O.O. value £1 4s. 5d.,- being 
the amount collected at our services yesterday, less cost of 
flo-O./etc., wtptf amount I trust will be of service to you, and 
will give you some encouragement in the labour of love that 
you are engaged im-g-Yours fraternally,

Solomon Cowling. Secretary.
Marley Street, Keighley, January
This brings us in mind ofh^o good ojd times, when we visi- 

ted^ejghl^uo assist Mr. Weatherhead to open the Lyceum. 
We are very grateful for this kindness: it came at an oppor
tune moment, as i^spd-sent.

INSTITUTION WEEKiwDL LECTION. ’’
Collected by Mr. John Ladykirk:—Miss

Eprly, Is.; Robina Benton, 6d.; Margaret Benton, v 
6d.; Helen Skeldon, 61.; Catherine Skeldon, *6d . t  
Peter iBffliesh, 6d. ffin M iller , Is. ................ 0 ,4, 6

The foregoing was dbffefc'ted late in December, but circum
stances Irajve prevented acknowledgment till now. We hope 
to give the completion of lists next week.

Mr. James Dunn has removed to^ES, Redworth Road,' New 
ShildoD, via Darlington, to which all communications should 

[in future be addressed.

Liverpool.—On Sunday, February 4th, Mrs. E. H. Britten 
will give two orations in the Concert Hall, Lord Nelson Street, 

Liverpool: Morning at 11,. evening 6.30.—J no? A insworth, 
Secretary.

M4!-A Spiritual Enquirer would be glad to be allowed to joi)ij 
some familvmr||l, W. or S.W. district, where no professional 
help is used.—Write: Lex, Walpole Street, Sloane Square, 
S.W.

Middlksborough.—-A’very pleasant social meeting on Sun
day last. Mr. S. De Main will Visit us on Sunday,
Qoodchild, Secretary. 1

Miss Chandos Leigh Hunt will lecture for the Balloon Socie
ty of Great Britain, at the Royal Aquarium, on Friday (this 
evening) at 8^&)qpk, on “ The Philosophy of Health and 
Disease.” The usual admission of Is. admits to the lecture 
gratis. -

Sunday L ecture Society, St. George’s Hall, Langham 
Place.—The third series will commence on Sunday, February 
4, at 4 o’clock.- E. 1$. Aveling, Esq., D. Se.Lond., will lecture 
on “The Ape-men or Microcephali. A Chapter on the Dar
winian Theory.’’ Admission: Is.; 6d.; Id.

THE SPIRITUAL TEACHER.

; THE NEW DISPENSATION: ITS NATURE 
AND TIME OF INTRODUCTION.

A  D iscourse delivered  by J .  B urns, at th e

* S piritual? I m i m O N , ' 'S unday E vening , ’i 
J anuary 128, 1883. ,,,,

Reading from OaUspe : Book of Ben, ii.

; That a New Dispensation has dawned, or is about to 
appear, is admitted' on all hands; various Christian* 
sects are: quite decided upon i t ; Spiritualists regard 
their Movement as thing and even Atheists
proclaim a .new age, in which the gods hitherto most 
worshipped shall he known, no more.

The uncertainty is a.s to the time of this New Adve^^B  
and' the ̂ ^® igns of its appearing.■Cine party derives 
i t s . proximity from the ; number of when added 
together forming 18, which is constituted of 3 times 6, 
or 6(jra|the 1 number of the beast.” OtherSilook for 
remarkable smgBfel phenomena in and

; amongst men. Some "prophet s foretell great disturb
ances upon earth. ,.As to its results, whefflfi does comgM  
opinion is, not. unanimous. ;It is made to^pfrearby 
some that the New simply the Old,
witljw^^M M ^ ^ H ^ ^ s  of worship accentuated by 
.additions and modifications. ) Others would wipe away 
all h i a n d  social 
reform. There sa n sl other grounds helES0y%hose who 
regard the New Age as a complete re-construction and 
substitution of all that has been previously accepted as 
the permanent machinery of man’s spirituli|HHM  

.That any marked change,occurred in the first year 
of the present era, 1883 years ago, no satisfa^H
toryt-pr^arM The* time of the era was fixed^iM  ’years 
afterwards, when men’s minds had’ 
foregone conclusions. That some prophetic power 
transmitteffljthe impression to men’s minds. fjR? fix the ' 
commencement of the era so that, 1881 years after
wards, certain other i mpu^B
bahle; hut it does not appear that 1|9L years is the 

I rfaccefpt£d* duration o"f any era. PffiWvt) thousand'1 and 
three thousand years have been named as fqBti&e of 
a (^LMpmarked in. its inauguration by remarkable 
spiritual phenomena, and great teachers imr§mHface 

iptofj the earth, bub there is no reliable chronology at hand 
to establish such conclusions.

The biographical incidents o f j »  (years, recorded bn , 
the Gospels, domot necessarily apply to a human being. 
That a spiritual teacher lived in those Eastern coun
tries age is fquite feasible, bufljfl is not so cer-
tain that the record as it stands is that of his life. .It 
looks more, like a compilation, possibly frqnc|mritual 
sources, as to editing, writtenEor ecclesiastical purposes 
and in the interests of an aggressive spiritual prinorS 

; parity, w h i c ^ ^ S ^ l u g h t  to perpetuates influence 
on earth. ; Even*if a typical manithen\Ji^ed,^e era 
must have been in 1 existence some time previously,' ’to 
produce conditions for his coming forth. To the dis
cerning reader ij p M p  ! much like a reiteration oL 
ancient lore respecting previous occasions of the, kind, 
and reproduced to serve the purposes just named. :i 

In 1881 we pointed put*that the past 33 years of tne 
Spiritual Movement had greatly resembled the 33 years 
of the Gospel narrative. The whole course of . the 
work had been physical, sensuous, sensational. During 
the culminating years, the form of mediumship preva
lent was publicly put upon its trial, and its. previous 
condition broken up. Since then it has taken on an 
altered form. The manifestations yet remain, hut the 
underlying thought and motive respecting them is more 
of a spiritual character. < .. , a -.;,-A

But w hy.'33 years? <■ These constitute the average 
life of man on earth; it is the period of a generation. 
Every babe that is born is the beginning of an indivi-
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dual s^irityah career, extending /throughput eternity. 
That career is marked by stages and changes. The 
first of these is the death of the mortal body, or the 
Fii^t, Resurrection, the numerical indication of( which is 
33, or tljie pumber of a man. As a man has his physical 
stage, so has an era or Dispensation ; fori'every human ;

is, i^^ed, an individual dispensation pf creative 
volition anct divine purpose. Hence all eras are' intro-" ; 
duced by a time of Dawn ; and man’s earth-life is the 
/  dawn ” of his real existence  ̂ during which period of 
imperfedj light he only perceives the grand truths of 
existence in a faulty and uncertain manner. Spiritual 
truths and aims, have, similarly, been ambiguously set 
forth during the 33 years of modern Spiritualism, which 
coincides with the recorded statement in John, that the 
visible man would go away, but would send then Spirit 
of Truth’ to 'lead the’wdy into all truth. Thus, from 
actual experience to-day, and ther most ancient tradi
tions, we perceive that 33. is applicable to;the physical, 
or dawn stage of a.new spiritual era. if !>>i d •

That the “ number of the beast ” ■ is 6.6, oi/ anynrim- 
fcer cif 6 ^  is apparently derived from the/same rule. 
Man’s normal number, or spiritual degree, in, passing ; 
but of the body is 33, the number of the Man. •' But he 
may be far below it, and have to' progress to that nutn- 
bef in the spiritual state, ho doubt involving certain 
unavoidable relations with the. conditions of earth-life, 
at the same time, he may be vastly above that degree, 
and be able to assume a. position, in the spiritual. state 
fat in advance of those of the' 33fd degree. At that 
point, we may presume,' the disembodied spirit still 
retaihs many of the selfish considerations arid attractions 
6f earth-life.! He is away from the', earth, yet still very 
much of it.- /  He,'however, proceeds in the work of 
development, till he attains the 66th degree,'when he is 
fit for a move up higher,1 which is,the* Second. Resurrecr , 
tlon, having'. completed the “ number of .'the' beast.’:’ 1 
fh is  number may be completed while man is |fcjll on j 
earth,'at which stage a. man is enabled to inanifest ■

Sobers apd perform duties which were hitherto beyond 
is reach. The question remains for us to determine 

how this individual state can be made to apply, to the 
earth’s' atmosphere at large, so as to render it the indi- ■ 
cation of an era. 4 -...I-. r

To our mind, the work of ’ preparation for a new era 
, pommenced at the time of the Reformation. The right 
of every man to think for himself on religious matters, 
is a mighty power:' one which the Church, has not yet 
attained to the exercise of. It is not our purpose to
night to institute a contrast between the Gospel and 

• Christianity, otherwise if might be. pointed but that 
the work of Luther and those of his time sounded the 
death-knell of the latter. AH the progress and disco-! 
veries since then have been' right in the teeth of the 
Church. ft  was necessary to clear her as iriuch as 
possible off the jground, befqre.any new erection could 
be undertaken. /  /  / /  Ifl ■// /•///■ V './‘ I■ i- / :/_ /

If we allow that the Hew Era actually cam in 33 
years before 1881, then . there is a remarkable cpinci-1 
dence with those who regard 1881 as the actual begin-; 
tpng *, fear they date from the end of the period of Dawn, 
wherpas fhp view we are inclined to take starts at its! 
commencement. One thing we know, we have been" in 
the work much longer than some, of those who specu-l 
late on this, matter, and we found the Light of the New 
Dispensation beaming most powerfully, when our eyes 
had thq blessed privilege of being opened to-if, upwards 
pf ^9 yeam,ago. , If personal experience goes for, .any- 
y fe g , Ijhen on, this! point .we are clear.,, ;f ' ,’j 

We can never forget the remarkable mental experi
ences of that time, the most;memorable of our: whole 
earthly existence. It was also a time of great earthly 
labour and trials and culminated in a violent attack of 
acute disease, fever and dysentery; which nearly puf 
an end to mortal existence, and caused the tidei of life 
to; 8tart ^gain afresh, as if it had been a baW.juBt born 
i t  was,irideed};aibeing Oborin agaim’b.d) 'xl ii

: .Unspeakablyih'WMt'Wer  ̂ih$LidsuiS, .to the individual i 
involved in that awakening, , :j The noontide of fife had I 
riot ,then, reached us.. . A past’ of work and study had 
enhanced a positipn wbich -promised muck for the * 
future : wealth, power, popularity, relaxation.. But the 9  
New- Light came,, and like a transcendingly charming I 
lover, that wins the soul in preference to all other can- <1 
aidates, if  took us'captive. It was not phenomena, or if! 
medium,shipj^r theology, or eloqu ^ ^ |w hich  induced |  
this outpouring. We had! been brought up at the “ feet r - 
of Gamaliel,” but his theories of God’s government our II 
minds never would* receive.. , And yet we could not be 
won .by the .sceptic, though..'.he. was frequently /pm 9  
warmest/'friprih arid .co-worker in social reform. ’ We j 
felt thaf none of these; things, satisfied the soul,'hut that ; \ 
it would be satisfied we‘ bad a quiet aspiring hope.
' That hone relMved its fruition in the, teachings of j* 

the New'Dispensation, as- set forth in Dr. Dods on [■ 
‘/Mesmerism,” arid . the/ Harmonial Philosophy of I 
Andrew." Jackson Davis./ When once the'idea was 
awakened, likê  a child/newly born, it grew of its own j 
inherent' vitality. We realized much more than any j 
bopk of 'teacher, of earth, could convey. To the mind it j9  
was. a t ‘orice .clear,' that*1 at*last the All-Father had i 
formed a means of revealing Himself and His purposes |  
unmistakeably to His human children. It was not a I 
question of what had been said and done in the past, I 
nor what.men thought in the present*; but .it was the !/ 
Light and Y oice of the Almighty inf firming ’ the Inner ;" 
Part, that all things necessary for the guidance of man ; 
were deeply implanted within his own spiritual nature. | 
To that inestimable wealth, no treasures of earth could \, 
add. It was the greatest of boons'to possess it*’ and 
with it, ,f;b,e roughest, hardest, most toilsome pathway i 
in life would he enjoyable.' '
//To'glory in such a possession, alorie, would have been 
the deepest selfishness,/. But the chief grandeur/oH 
possessing this Light was that it could be communicated | 
to others for their spiritual awakening, mental edifica- 1 
tion, and moral elevation. The Ever Present had not L 
only revealed Himself to the sotd/but'’ the barriers had 
beeri broken down between the spiritual and the natural j: 
Worlds, so .that, emissaries from the one to the other, f 
could pass to and fro, like brethren from county to I  
county.’ We had ho fear of: evil spirits, eleinentarks, 
or demons of any kind, and in all our experience we j 
have never met with any such. Our aim was to labour j 
with the Angels, of Light for the elevation of mankind, | 
and to. all who are truly actuated by this motive, no 1 
oblique influenced can cornet • It was at the behest oB  
no spprit that we took‘upi the labour: it was a pure 1 
labour of lpV,e.f arising from the divine, impulses of our j 
own spirit, and to that highest power ail lower 
influences bad to become  ̂subservient.
,r Lately, we have bfeeri asked whether' we are ''yet so 

far emancipated as to be able to endorse a certain book ; 
Y es; much more emancipated than that. Over twenty 
years ago we: were so far emancipated, as to ' no longer ! 
submit our judgment to any book, ancient or modern, 
or that which may * yet be' written.. All books, as far as 
they are records of- human experience, are 0 9  some 
degree , profitably to [ that mind in the state to receive 
assistancefromlhemj.hut.the true standard: of Truth, 
the Divine Light that Scrutinizes; all thoughts, Words 
and acts, is the Image of the Ever Present within the 
soul. This All-Person once enthroned there, superseded 
all the i gods, saviours,: or personalities held by all 
sectarians, Christian or Pagan, ancient or modern. 
There could be n 9  mistake about the .truth of .this 
unspeakable Presence; it was an actual experience, and 
Scattered to tbe/wirid the traditipnis and potions of men, 
; and; of the, spirits, that bad enslaved them.:!'

It is not to be implied that on this account any claim 
is. set up for moral superiprity, or. saintliness/. There is 

: ripnevperfejit ĵ' . .̂/.hfqmkn 'bfiiri'gs'; are ( bdmari/-fleA! 
‘But ’abat is jjfreiri-fopptive.fo/,I8V'ijk selfhood’s croolped 

l ways, or is it  truth arid self-abnegation ? The meanesl 
I babe in the All-Fathrir’s Family may partake of th(



February 2, 18.83f THE MEDITJM AND DAYBREAK. 75
___  _ ______  _____ ’ i v.4 a -. , *.i | . •

true nature of His spirit, and yet be Weak,-ignorant, and 
inexperienced. Such we confess ourselves to be, , and 
yet, notwithstanding, we have been accounted worthy 
[to endure much that our best advisers ’ have deemed us 
fools for pursuingM The simple fact that weak human
ity is able to lose all, toil unceasingly, and be requited 
with persecution, hardship, and disease, is,, in itself, a 
phenomenon. Nothing in this world do we possess. 
All of these things are confiscated, and even our bodies’ 
and their efforts for long years to come, are. mortgaged 
to atone for Liabilities incurred in respect to matters in 
which we have no self-interest. - 

Thus is exemplified in an imperfect way the genius 
of the New i jjffjensation. The Old is to strive to attain 
foie’s selfish ends at all hazards Slet others sink or 
swim. The New is to first earn a living, and then do 
all that Kies in one’s power for the alleviation of the 
physical,, mental, and spiritual wants qf others. It 
requires no theology, philosophy, or authority, to do 
this.; only the Light within. If all of our high, wise, 
and mighSf lords and ladies,'who are so intuitive on 
the points, of philosophy involved lq.the.present con-, 
ditiou .of. mankind, will pawn igll ithey have in the 
interest of human needs, and in addition take on all 
the fflrdens their .backs can bear, .the true nature of 
the. N'ew Dispensation will at once become clearly 
apparent to them.
inhere,are grandly gifted pprsonspn earth, possessing 
spiritual gifts, who have the power of working miracles! 
iThey will take a few handfuls of soil,, plant In. it a 
seed, water it, cover it with a cloth, and in a few 
minutes a plant has grown. The cloth is again replaced, 
spd,the plant speedily dissolves away.

In the New Dispensation much greater ru miracles'” 
will be performed by those possessed of a much higher 
order of spiritual gifts., Those who have land and 
wealth, which they fondly call their own, will allot 
portions, and procure not one seed, but many seeds— 
sackfuls of s.eeCJjand they will say to him who is 
without home, or food, or honest occupation : . Come 
with me, my Brother 1 And they will proceed to this 
land, and place the seed therein, and together tend and 
fcmtfflte it all the summer, till the time of harvest. Then 
will the produfie be given to . him and his little ones, who 
had neither home, nor food, nor honest occupation. Such 
Performances will have great power of, working con
viction in the human mind.
■ These “ miracles” are much greater than the growing 
of one plant in half an hour, and then dissolving it into 
nothing again Igantl unfortunately they are of very rare 
occurrence When, any one is seen labouring in the per
formance of sum'y miracles,” all men will know that that 
one believes that the New Dispensation has arrived ; 
otherwise the critically minded will be disposed to say:

. if Tr is all T a l k  ! .. . •

’ HUMAN BROTHERHOOD.
MISS LOTTIE FOWLER’S TESTIMONIAL.*

To the Editor.—Dear[*jjsir,—Will you kindly inform your 
readers that flhav$been appointed Honor ary Secretary to the 
above. Friends wishing Ha, contribute to the same will kindly 
forward their subscriifmms to

H i .  Young, Trafalgar House,'Llanelly,; South Wales.
1 Acknowledgement. wilR be made by your kind permission in 

yonr columns,—Yours truly, ' J. F, Young. .
-e- * -vjr- v -K f* '......;p ; ■ - , j-’j

Mr.,® Burns.—Dear sir,—I  am much pleased to see that 1 
friends interim to give Tjmacie Fowler a Testimonial, socially; 
andfinancjSll^and l  believe that about the.20th of March ! 
next would be a good time for it to take place. I think that 
some gentleman of .London ogght to offer himself as business ! 
manager, and f^feel sure that such an offer would be very ! 
gratifyingpgj Miss Fowler. I regret that being, an entire j 
stranger in Lonaam I cannot offer to assist personally myself 
intbe management,.but I  shall feel much pleasure iu contri- I 
bating by all means within my power towards the success of j 
what I regara; as a most praiseworthy undertaking. I  have! 
known Misfl Fowler, very well, .many'years past, la the United 
States, and can fully testify to the general esteem in' which J

Lottie was held for her many good qualities® My stay here 
beipg Very limited I: shall not be. able to render that active 
assistance which I should otherwise have done, but wish with 
my whole heart that the undertaking may prove a grand 
success.—Yours truly, - , . ,. J , D. R., Barrister.

, The Prize Musical Composition. •
Dear Mr. Editor,—The mass of music which you have handed 

to me, in answer to my offer of prizes for the best composition 
for “ Song of Love ” by BLily,” has fairly astonished me. My 
circle pf musical acquaintances is strictly limited, consisting 
only of a few whose names are not known beyond the 
domestic circle. I am quite incompetent to decide on the 
merits of these compositions. The one from Bristol is an 
oratorio in itself, and Mr. Sparrow’s is quite voluminous. The 
Piccadilly one seems most suitable for congregational use, and 
the bard of Cardiff has done well. But I leave the matter of 
the selection in your hands, assisted by your musical friends, 
of whom, no doubt, you have many. Try them over carefully,- 
and let me know that the prizes have been duly paid—that is 
all that concerns me. , If you can get a party of musicians 
capable of rendering one or more of these pieces in a fi tting 
manner, it will make Miss Fowler’s benefit one of the most 
memorable of spiritualistic entertainments. If you invited the 
musical friends in the Cause to try these pieces, it might lead 
to a combination whichwould secure their public performance; 
I am, Very truly yours, ' J. A;- ^

London, Jan. 31,1883.
[We haVe placed the matter before several musical friends, 

but,would be glad to have the pieces submitted to as many as 
possible.—Ed. M.] ' ). ■■ ■ ■■

<■ ’ - , , ’ ► . f. ' . . . .  , ,
V Subscriptions towards Miss Fowler’s F und./  -

: -“ Li i y” . . . ; £ i -  o s.od .

, ; THE TESTIMONIAL TO MR. TOWNS.- :
Mr.; Wootton has handed in the following letter My 

dear Mr. Wootton,—I have been commissioned by a friend 
to forward the enclosed postal order towards the fund for 
Mr. Towns, and it gives me great pleasure to do so, for I  
hold him and his mediumship in high estimation, and I  hope 
that a sufficient sum may be raised to help tim  through the 
difficulties that are pressing upon him. Will you kindly enter 
it as “ The Energiser,” per Miss Houghton, £1.—Believe me, 
yours sincerely, • Georgiana Houghton.
. “ 20, Delamefe Orescent, Westbourne Square, W.,
, ; > i ,“ January 29tb, 1883.”. ,

Mr. Wootton, 33, Little Earl Street, Soho, W., will gladly 
receive further contributions. :

THE WISDOM OF GAMALIEL’S DAUGHTER.
An unbeliever once said to Rabbi Gamaliel, “ Your God is 

a th ief! God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and 
while he slept he took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh 
i nste^d thereof.” ‘
1 The daughter of Rabbi Gamaliel, who Was present and who 

had heard this, requested to reply to this reproach.
H r  I  'ask for 'a judge,” she said to him. - , -l/ '  .:
/ . “ What has,happened?,” he enquired..

“ Robbers attacked us last night, stole a silver vessel and 
le ft behind a golden one.” ' ; V
;r Thb unbelieVer’ smiled and exclaimed, “ I  wish that such 
robbprs might come to us every day.” /  '■ 1

“ And w asth eth eft ndt advantageous for Adam,” continued 
the dajender; “ a,rib was taken from Adam and a partner 
was given to him.”
‘ My question is this-:-’ “ Why did God take it in sleep, there

fore by s te a lth w h y  not before his eyes.’’ • j  
The defender asked for a piece of raw meat, it was brought 

to her ; she fried it on coals in, his presence and waited on him.
The unbeliever, who was disgusted by the appearance of the 

raw meat, sent back the serving.
. You understand now,” the learned daughter informed him, 

“ that God concealed indeed,the formation of the woman, for 
the raw appearance would have interfered with the enjoyment 
of the beautiful possession.M-(Vide Mid; Rab.)—J . L. Hanau.

Community- of Sensation at a  Distance.—We make the 
following extract from a recent letter from Mr. A. Duguid, Kirk
caldy ;-r-“ I have had the feelings of some patients who have 
written .to me for. advice.-, In trying to find the nature of the 
disease, I  have bpen led into their conditions, and, after some 
have written, I have felt very i l l ; it is not the effects of the letter 
but the attempt to enter their condition. Of one lady I realized 
in my own body, although Six hundred miles away, all her 
aches and pains and infirmities, and gave diagnosis accord
ingly. It astonished me to read that account after I  had 
written it, and it was perfectly correct as to the details of her 
own troubles. The anguish of mind, in which many'write, 
is felt long after the epistle has gone. It is a beautiful study 

_ to enfer the invisble , .domain Igf those psychic forces. It 
. t,ends, _i;p illustrate, ,the '.beautiful . mechanism of the huhlhh 
being, and. looks on man from divqner heights than the struggl
ing mortal in fhis natural vAle of cause and effebt;”̂  J J
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PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.
A VISIT TO BIRMINGHAM.

To the Editor.—Sir,—If I do not encroach too much upon 
your space by relating a visit to Birmingham, it may be of 
interest for many to learn something of the Cause in that 
radical and progressive town.

I t  is interesting to note the marvellous change that has 
slowly taken place in the criticisms of the local papers, as well 
as in the public feeling toward the subject. In that town (as 
in others), it has received most vehement attacks and power
ful opposition. Conjurer and lecturer have come to show and 
tell the people “ how it is done,” crushing articles and bitter 
denunciations have been showered upon its advocates and the 
subject in general. Pious Christians have left their holy altar 
and beloved pastors to disturb publ ic meetings.

A few years have wrought a mighty change, and be it saigl 
to the well-earned credit of a few, that have withstood the dis
union of members and the crises of societies every few months, 
whose tenacious love for its truth, and undaunted courage for 
its advocacy, have succeeded to keep the “ ball a-rolling” until 
now, and whose special effort it has ever been to keep its higher 
and purer aspects before the people, free from the fanciful 
theories of wild fanatics, that have too often blighted its 
growth and checked its progress. The press and the public 
have recognised this fact, as evidenced by recent criticisms 
and public attendance.

On [Sunday last, at Oozell Street Board School, Mrs; Groom 
addressed a large audience under inspiration: subject—“ Let 
there be Light.” The control spoke at length, of the various 
departments of art and science that had given light to man
kind, that in every age it came to meet the wants and capacity 
of man ; and, finally, that Spiritualism was destined to be the 
great beacon light that would yet dispel the cloud of spiritual 
darkness that enveloped the' nation. It was followed by a 
delivery of three poems, chosen by the audience, on “ The 
Mind,” “ Justice,” and “ Love,’’ which were received with 
sympathy and applause.

Mrs. Groom then proceeded to give clairvoyant descriptions 
of spirits related to many of the strangers present. This was 
done with extraordinary success in more than a dozen cases 
(with one only that was not recognised). One lady in deep 
mourning recognised seven spirits. A gentleman unmistakably 
recognised his father (with military figure, a Wellington nose, 
etc.), also his wife. Two brothers recognised their mother, 
the wife of one, a child, and many others, if names and 
addresses were obtained, would furnish an important chapter 
of evidence for the public, as these people were quite unknown 
to the clairvoyant, which fact they publicly acknowledged, as 
well as the recognition of their spirit friends; while tears 
rolled down their gladdened cheeks, which spoke more 

; potent than the loudest speech.
Such cases as these have been going on in public and private 

, for a number of years, given with equal freedom “ with
out money and without price,” alike to the poor in their hum
ble cot, as to those that shape the social and political affairs of 
that town.

In “ organization,” Birmingham has failed because of the 
many “ obstructors ” and few “ workers.” The meetings are 

. now being carried on by Mr. and Mrs. Groom, and Mr. Gray, 
who are unquestionably doing great service to the Cause they 
love. '  A. J. Smyth (late Hon. Sec.).

Liverpool. , , . , .

PLYMOUTH, RICHMOND HALL, RICHMOND STREET.
Sunday Evening, J anuary 28th, 1888. 

Notwithstanding the very unfavourable weather, there was 
a fair attendance, with a sprinkling of strangers. Mr. R. S.. 
Clarke’s guides gave a powerful and well-arranged address on 
the claims and mission of Spiritualism as a religious movement, 
directed toward the establishment of a religion developed from 
primitive Christianity. But while promoting this legitimately 
constructive work, it had also a destructive work to do, in 
removing the errors' and abuses which had gathered around 
Christianity from the earliest days to the present. The dis
course, was admirably suited to the occasion; and corrected 
some misapprehensions which had existed in the minds of 
strangers who were present. 0. W. Dymond.

On Wednesday, February 7th, at 7.30 p.m., Mr. E. W. Wallis { 
will deliver an oration. Mr. Councillor Uglow will preside.| 
Free admission; collection at the close.

LEICESTER—SILVER STREET LECTURE H A LL ..
On Sunday last, Mr. Wallis, of Nothingham,' occupied the 

rostrum morning and evening. The morning service was 
thinly attended. The spirit-guides of Mr. Wallis took for their 
subject: “ The Bible of the future,” in the evening: “ The 
power, purposes, and principles of Spiritualism; ” both ad
dresses were well received and very much appreciated,- The 
evening service was well attended. R . W ightman, Sec.

74, Mostyn Street, Hinckley Road, Leicester.

NOTES OF PROGRESS.—BATLEY CARR.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I told you in my note of the 20th 

instant, that I anticipated us having a “ livener-up ” on the 
28th. I am glad to inform you that my most sanguine hopes 
were fully realized.

Mrs. Butterfield, of Blackpool, was our medium; and as it 
was the first time she has occupied the platform at Batley Can
not only new faces were present to hear her control, but a 
number of old faces showed up, notwithstanding the weather 
being very wet.

I had the good fortune to secure the services of this lady at 
our afternoon School, when her guides addressed themselves to 
the scholars on the beauties and Truths of Spiritualism; the 
advantages of being placed in a position to learn something 
respecting the construction of their litjfiTe bodies, how these are 
repaired; and a little respecting the various organs of the 
brain, and the power these have over our actions® In short; 
had my own organism been used for the address, the guides 
could not have hit on nearer the course of advice and good 
counsel given them regularly than what they didf < A large 
number of persons being present, consisting of parents, friends, 
and strangers, gave a zest to the occasion not soon to be forgot,

The evening was no less a success than the afternoon, 
although the weather continued very wet. The controls spoke 
for upwards of an hour on jr The Religion of Humanity.’Blf 
a creed was necessary for humanity, the controls would suggest 
that it be “ pure food and water, plenty of fresh air, plenty of 
water and soap for the external man, and twenty shillings to 
the pound.”*  In conclusion, they would say, let your creed or 
dogma be what it may, belief avails nothing, do that which is 
right if you wish to be right when this life’s scenes close on 
your mortal eyes. ' Alfred Kitsor.

4, TALBOT GR.( LADBROKE GR. RD., NOTTINGHILL.
Meetings Sunday mornings, at 11 o’clock prompt; evening 

at 7 o’clock prompt.
Tuesday evenings, developing circle for members and friends
Thursday evenings, Mrs. Treadwell, trance and test. At 8.
Subscriptions, sixpence per week, admits to all meetings, 

Spirit-mediums and friends are invited to assist in the work.
On Sunday, February 4tb, Mr. J. Burns will lecture.

: All information may be obtained of
W. Lang, Sec. West London Spiritual Evidence Society.

Manchester.—Mechanics’ Institute, Major Street. On Sun
day last, Mrs. Groom, of Birmingham, occupied the platform 
in the morning. Several subjects were handed up, and the 
following was selected by the audience :—“ Where is the spirit 
of a medium at the time he is under control.” The spirit 
guides discoursed on this subject in a very able and eloquent 
manner, shewing by analogy that the control of a medium by 
spirit agency was similar to the control of a sensitive by a 
powerful mesmerist, and that in the same way, the medium 
worked out the impressions cast upon his mind sphere. After 
touching upon the various phases of mediumship, the discourse 
was brought to a close by the comparison of Spiritualism with 
Christianity, and Mrs. Groom brought the service to an end 
by giving several remarkable clairvoyant readings to persons 
in the audience, and in delineating the character of a young 
lady from a letter which a gentleman in the audience had re-1 
ceived from her. The attendance was large, and the meeting 
a great success. In the evening, Mr. R. A. Brown;5 of Man
chester, occupied the platform, and his. control discoursed on 
the following subject:—“ When will the Jews be restored to 
their own land,”—which was attentively listened to by the 
audience.—J. E. Lightbown, Secretary. M.S.S.S.

Rochdale.—During the last ten years the Rochdale Spiri
tualists have passed through a series of vicissitudes. Within 
the last two years, however, the society has assumed a some
what more prosperous condition. Great efforts have been 
made by Mr. Lewis Firth, the secretary, ably supported by the 
other officials. There is now every likelihood of these efforts 
being crowned with success. On two occasions, recently, Mrs. 
Emma Hardinge-Britten, under the auspices of the Society, j 
has paid two visits to the town, and been the means of creating 
a greater interest in the subject of Spiritualism. She will pay 
another visit on Sunday, F eb3lltb ,. when it is expected that 
she will address large audiences, the lectures on this occasion 
being free, reliance being placed on .voluntary contributions 
for the payment of expenses. She will speak, as before, in the j 
large room of the Central Stores. In the morning a social | 
gathering will take place at the Society’s rooms (corher of ! 
Milnrow Road), when it is anticipated several Spiritualists 
from the surrounding localities will relate their experiences in 
connection with their investigations into the spiritual philoso- , 
pby.—Cor.

Mrs. Hardinge-Britten will lecture at Liverpool, the first 
and third Sundays of February, March, and A pril; Rochdale, I 
February 11th ;#Belper, February 25thS| LeedsSMarch 11®  
and Bradford, March 25th.—Address: The Limes, Humphrey 
Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester.
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THE CAUSE AT H ALIFAX.
Dear Mr. Barns,— I  have pleasure in saying that the Spiri

tualist Cause is gradually improving at H alifax. For months 
back there has been more inquiring and searching into i t ; 
and people are beginning to see and feel that it is a reality, 
and a grand foretaste of the L ife Beyond, if  lived up to here. 
Our Meeting Room is generally full, which will hold about 80 
to 100, and when we are favoured with the presence of Mrs. E.
H. Britten, we have to take a large h a lljj  She is w ell known 
to be one of the finest speakers of the day, and no doubt she 
has done a large amount of good in H alifax, and the surround
ing towns. All our other supply of mediums is much improved. 
We are often favoured with our old and tried friends, Mrs. 
Illingworth, of Bradford, Mr. Arm itage, of B atley Carr, and 
others, who are very good.

Last Sunday we had Mrs. Tarwood, of H ey wood. She is a 
fair good speaker under influence, and a good test medium. On 
Sunday she gave about 40 tests, and about 30 were acknow
ledged in a very satisfactory w ay. On Monday, the 29th, she 
gave twenty tests, fourteen were acknowledged at once. She 
is one of the best test mediums we have ever had at H alifax, 
and I think it is a good w ay of setting people to see there is 
something more than has been preached by other societies; 
when full descriptions are given, one after another, of their 
near friends and relations by a stranger, and so clear th at they 
are identified at once ; also, in many cases, how they left this 
life. She points out those who are mediums of various kinds, 
and those who did not know it are going to try it  for them

es. By so doing, I  think, Mrs. Yarwood is doing a good 
work.

If the Spiritual Cause'progresses as fast the next few 
months as the last, we are looking forward to be compelled to 
look after a larger meeting room, and I  think a great many 
inoretowns and villages would have to do the same, if  its 
members would unite more and be more of one brotherhood.—  
Yours affectionately, . S. J agger .

O B I T U A R Y .

M ADAM E H IV A IL , A L L A N  KARDEO.
Madame Kardeo, widow of the late  A llan  Kardec, passed 

away on January 21,1883, at her house, 39, Avenue de S6gur, 
Paris, at the ripe age of 88 years. The intimation of the 
interment at Pfere la  Chaise Cemetery on the 23rd, w as issued 
by the Society for continuing the Spiritual W ritings of A llan  
Kardec ; English translations of several of which have been 
made by Miss Anna B lackw ell.

Quebec Hall, 25, Gr ea t  Quebec  St ., M arlebone  R oad. 
Sunday, Feb. 4, at 11 a.m., a Seance, Mr. Savage, medium. 
Mr. Fabian Cristus also attends same time, and w ill exercise 
big Healing Powers for those who m ay be suffering. Evening, 
at 7 prompt, Mr. MacDonDell on M The Progress of the 
English People.”—  Monday, at 8 30, A n Address by Mr. W il
son.—Tuesday, at 8.30 : Conversational explanation of Dia
grams in Hall.— Thursday, at 8.30, a Discussion on “  Social 
Questions of the day.”— Friday, a t 8 prompt, a Sean ce: Mr. 
Hagon Medium.— Saturday, at 8.30, * a Seance, a good Clair
voyant medium attends. Mr. Hancock is present half-an- 
bour previous to speak with strangers.

CIRCLE & P E R S O N A L  M E M O R A N D A .
Mr. Dowsing exercises his talents very usefully in newspaper 

correspondence, having discussed the subject of Spiritualism 
single-handed in five county newspapers. This is a form of 
work which is greatly overlooked by most Spiritualists. Mr. 
Dowsing says, in respect to the trials connected w ith this 
work,—“ As physical labour strengthens the muscular powers 
of the body, so spiritual work enlarges our souls and spiritual 
sympathies."

A German lady who has lived in distinguished families in 
Russia, Spain and Denmark, as w ell as in England, desires a 
position as companion to a lady, or to travel with a lady or 
gentleman. Speaks several languages. Is  of vefy  sym
pathetic temperament, and w ell adapted to be with those of 
delicate and refined constitution. Would accept an appoint
ment to commence at the beginning of the travelling season. 
Say in April or May. The best and highest references.— Ad
dress: H. H., 15, Southampton Row, London, W.O.

One of our readers says in the course of a le tte r :— “ I  have 
just finished reading ‘ Sartor Resartus,’ by Carlyle. A  wonder
ful book it is, truly. It would do Spiritualists good to'read i t ; 
as also the works of Ruskin and Emerson. I  wish some of your 
correspondents would take up the subject of these men’s writ
ings and elucidate them in your columns after the style of 

t ‘Pictor’ some years ago. What, has become of h im ? ” The 
works of these authors, with the exception of Ruskin, are now 
so cheap that it would be best to peruse the original s|g Every 
Spiritualist should put a penny or sixpence or some small sum 
into a book club weekly, and thug become possessor of a choice 
library.

The “ Bendigo Advertiser” reports that “  L ittle  Tommy’’ 
bad lectured on “ Peter, PauEi and JudasjS Judas the best of 
tbe three.” This superiority the lecturer based on the fact 
that Judas having done wrong repented, tossed up the shekels 
and went and hanged himself. The lecturer was apparently 
Proud of his patron sain t; but, unlike him, he glories in his 
miquity.. Sticks to a ll his ill-gotten gains— £300 in the South 
African Diamond Fields at one sweep— and has not as yet 
banged himself. No doabt he consoles himself by attributing 
‘bis divergence to the march of progress, and that the men of 
k-day are vastly superior to the apostleB.

NUM BERS OF TH E  “ S P IR IT U A L IS T  ” W AN TED .

To complete sets, the following Numbers of the “ Spirit
ualist ” are wanted im m ediately:— The whole of the Numbers, 
for 1874. For 1875, Nos. 129, 130, 131, 132, 138, 139, 140, 
147. For 1878, No. 329. Fpr 1879, No 332. For 1880, Nos. 
389, 390, 404. Send to J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, 
London, W.Ol, with a note of cost.

R U LES  AND CONDITIONS FOR T H E  8 ? lR IT -C iR C LL
Atmospheric Conditions.—The phenomena cannot be successfully elieftefc 

la  very warm, sn ltry  weather, in  extreme cold, when thunder and lightning ana  
magnetic disturbance* prevail, when the atmosphere is very moisv, or when th e n  
is much rain, or storms of wind. A warm , dry atmosphei n le best, as i t  presents 
the mean between ail extremes, and agrees w ith the harmonious state of m an’s 
organism which is proper for the  manifestation of sp iritual phenomena, A 
subdued light or darkness increase* the power and facilitates control.

Local Conditions.—The room in whichjS circle is held for development or 
Investigation should be set spart for that purpose. It should be comfortably 
warmed and ventilated, but draughts or currents of air should be avoided. Those 
persons composing the circle should meet in the room about an hour before the 
experiments commence; the same sitters should attend each time, and occupy the 
lame places. This maintains the peculiar magnetio conditions necessary to the 
production of the phenomena. A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it up .

l?Hrbiological Conditions.—The phenomena are produced by a  vital foree r 
emanating from the  sitters, which the spirits use as a  connecting link  between 
themselves and objects. Certain temperaments give off th is power; others em it 
an  opposite influence. I f  the cirole is composed of persons w ith suitable tempera* 
ments,* manifestations will take place read ily ; if  the contrary be the case, m uch 
perseverance will be necessary to  produce results. I f  both kinds of tem peram ent 
are present, they require to be arranges, so as to produce harmony In the psychical 
atmosphere evolved from them . The pnysical manifestations especially depend 
upon temperament. I f  a circle does not succeed, change* should be made in  e *  
titters till  the proper conditions are supplied.

M ental Conditions.—All forms or mental excitement are detrim ental is  
success. Those w ith strong and opposite opinions should not sit together: 1 . 
opinionated, dogmatic, and positive people are better out of the circle and room, -, 
Parties between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or other 
inharmonious sentim ent should not sit a t the same circle. The vicious and crude , 
should he excluded from all such experiments. The m inds of -the sitters should 
be in a  passive rather than  an active state, possessed by the love of tru th  and oi 
m ankind. One harmonious and fully .developed individual is invaluable in  the 
formation of a  circle.

Th e  Circle should consist o f from three  to  ten  persons o f both sexes, and 
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table. Cane-bottomed chairs o r_those w ith - 
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs. M ediums and sensatives should ' 
never s it on stuffed chairs, cushions, o r sofas used by other persons, as the 
influences which accumulate in-the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly.
The active and quiet, the fair and dark, the  ruddy  and J’ule, male and female, 
should h« seated alternately. I f  there is a medium  ■*" ̂ sent, be or she should 
occupy the end of the table w ith the back to the norw-. A mellow inediumistio 
person should be placed on each side of the  m edium , and those m ost positive 

■ should be a t  the  opposite oomers. No person should be placed behind t h t  
medium. A circle m ay represent a horseshoe magnet, w ith  tlia m edium  placed 
between the poles.

Conduct at t h e  Circle .—The sitters should place the ir hands on th e  table, 
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agreeable con- . 
venation, singing, reading, or invocation m ay be engaged in—anything th a t w ill 
tend to harmonise the m inds of those present, a n d G u te  them  in one purpose, is  ■ 
in order. By engaging in such exercises the circle m ay be made very profitable 
apart from the manifestations. Sitters should no t desire anything In particular, 
bu t unite in being pleased to  receive th a t whiEB is best for all. The director of 
the circle should Bit opposite the medium, and p u t all questions to the spirit?and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes o f  the  conditions and  proceedings.. 
Manifestations m ay take place In a  few minutes, or the circle m ay sit m any tim es 
before any result occurs. Under these circumstancesjffifc is well to  change th e ( 
positions of the sitters, or introduce newjejements, till success is BoplpvedJJ|W hen 
the table begins toftijl) or when raps occur, do not be too im patient to  get answers 
to questions. W hen the table can answer questions by giving three tips o r raps 
for “  Yes,” and one fo rB N d ijjjt  m ay assist m  pljejing the  sitters properly. The 
spirits or intelligences wlncrr produce the phenomena should be treated w ith the 
same courtesy and consideration as yon would desire for yourselves i f  you were 
Introduced into the company of strangers for their personal benefit. At the  sam e 
time, the sitters should not on any account allow their judgm ent to be warped o r 
their good sense Imposed upon b y  spirits, whatever their professions m ay  be. 
Reason with them  bjjndly, firmly, and considerately.

I ntercourse with Spirits Is  carried on by various means. The simplest la. 
three tips of the table o r raps for I  Yes,” and one for |  No.e I  By th is means th e  
spirits can answer in  the affirmative o r negative. By calling ovE’" the alphabet 
the spirits will rap a t the  proper letters to  constitute a  message. Sometimes th e  
hand of a sitter is shaken, m ania pencil should be placed in  the  hand, when the  
spirits may write by i t  automatically. Other sitters m ay become entranoed, ana 
the spirits use the  vocal organs of such mediums to  speak. The spirit* 
sometimes Impress mediums, while others are clairvoyant, and see the  sp irits , 
and messages from them  written in luminous letters in the atmosphere. Some, 
times the table and other objects are lifted, moved from place to place, ana  even 
through closed doors. Patiently  and kindly seek for tests of identity  from loved 
ones in the spirit-world, and exercise caution respecting spirits who m ake extrava
gant pretensions of any kind

Before proceeding w ith their investigations, inquirers 'n to  Spiritualism  
should correspond With Mr. Burns, Proprietor of the Spiritual Institution, 15, 
Southampton Row, London, W.O., who will gladly forward a  packet of publica
tions and useful-information gratis. Stamps should in all cases be enclosed for 
retu rn  |Kistage. Deputations of mediums or lecturers m ay be arranged for t* 
»;.o stnv locality where public meetings or seances can be luHtituted. *

up HE highest development of Pianoforte Playing, and most successful 
-L method, if  persevernd in, cannot fail to produce the best resalts. 
Address—“  Professor,” Pianist and Accompanist, care o f Mr. Barns, 
15, Southampton Row, W. O. Yonng Ladies brought out when efficient

P S Y C H O P A T H Y , by Joseph Ashman, price Is., cloth, w itl 
portrait, 2b. 6d, London: J . Barns, 15, Southampton Row,
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Discount to the Trade, Second Hand.~\

B O O  K  W  r O  N  
MESMERISM & CLAIRVOYANCE, &c.

R ake and V aluable, y

TH E  CELESTIAL TELEG RAPH ; SECSETS OP THE 
L IFE  TO OOME: MAGNETISM. By L. Alpb. Cahagnet. 
Price 68.

STATOVOLISM ; or ARTIFICIAL SOMNAMBULISM, 
hitherto called MESMERISM; or ANIMAL MAGNE
TISM. By Wm. Baker Fahnestock, M.D. Price 6s. 

MESMER and SW EDENBORG; the relation of the 
DEVELOPMENTS OF MESMERISM to the Doc
trines and Disclosures of SWEDENBORG- By George 
Bush. Price. 5s.

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS. T heir Ultimate : THE 
RELIGION OF SCIENCE. B y Hudson Tuttle. Price 
2s.

CURATIVE MESMERISM. An excellent little manual.
Price 2s. ab’f .' ’I’. ,\UJ. i

T A L E  OF A  PHYSICAN: or the Seeds and Fruits of Crime.
B y A. J . Davis. Price 4s. ~ '. ■ '

SPIRITUALISM . By John W. Esmonds and George T. Dex-.
ter, M.D. Vols. I. and II. Price £1.'- Very Scarce. 

GHOST L A N D ; o r ‘Researches into the Mysteries of 
OCCULTISM. Edited by Emma Hardinge-Britten. Price 
7s.6d . W " r  ' '  - | 1,*- "T

TH E DAVENPORT BROTHERS: their history, Travels 
' and M anifestations; also the Philosophy of Dark Cir3 

cles Ancient and Modern. By Orrin Abbott. Is.' >
L IFE  LECTURES. By Edward Dennys. ‘ Price 3s. 6d. ‘
TH E SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE. Vol. I. to vol. IX. Com

plete. Bound in half calf. £ 6  0 0.'
INCIDENTS IN  MY LIFE. By D. D. Home. Second 

Series. 10s»
LETTERS AND TRACTS ON SPIRITUALISM. By Judge 

Edmonds. 2s. .<>•. n-.'-',, etc wnw; ci!;
HOW TO T A L K : a Pocket Manual. 2s. 6d 
SPIRITUALISM  AS A DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTRUC

TIVE SYSTEM. By John Tyerman. 6d.
TH E CHURCH OF CHRIST NOT AN ECCIiESlASTICISM. 

By Henry James, 156 pp. Is.

Postage Extra one Penny for each Shilling of 'Price of 
B o o k ; any excess w ill be returned w ith book.

Send Post Office Order or Stamps to—
L o n d o n : J. B u r n s , 15, Southampton R6w, W.O. '- o

ifrJTORKS BY MISS HOUGHTON,
Just Published, Price 10s. 6d .,'

I llustrated by Six  P lates Containing F ifty.four. Min 
iature R eproductions from the Original Photographs of 
I nvisible Beings. .

CHRONICLES OF SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY.
By the same Author.

EVENINGS AT HOME IN SPIRITUAL SEANOft?-- 
Autobiographical R eminiscences. \'/'

First Series, Price 7a. 6d. Second Series, Illustrated by a
Permanent Photograph of the Author, Price 7s. 6dJ 

SOLD by J . BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.O.

By J. HANDS, 84, The drove, Hammersmith. W. 
BEAUTY, and the Laws governing its Development; with 

Suggestions on Education relative to the Attainment of 
Beauty. Dedicated to “ Woman, the Most Beautiful of 
Nature’s attractive Creations.?1 Handsome clothy 2s. 6d

NEW  VIEWS of Blatter, Life, Motion, and Resistance; also 
An Enquiry into the Materiality of Electricity, Heat 
Light, Colours, and Sound. 550 pp., cloth, 7s. 6d. 

W ILL-ABILITY : or, Mind and its varied Conditions and 
Capacities: Animal Magnetism, Fascination, Cbams
Spells, Fate, Destiny, Necessity, etc. Neat cloth, 2s. 6d.

London : J . BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

A  PHILOSOPHY OF IMMORTALITY, by the Hon. Roden 
Noel, author of “ A L ittle Child’s Monument,” etc. 7s. 6d. 

SPIRITS BEFORE OUR EYES, vol. I , a book on spontaneous 
apparitions in private families. By W. H. Harrison. 5a. 6df 

MOTHER SHIPTON INVESTIGATED, by W.. H. Harri
son. Is.

R IFTS IN THE VEIL, a collection of poems and_ essays 
m any of them given through mediumism.. 3a. 6d. • -

SOLD by j. BURNS,. 15, Southampton Row, London, W.O. <

THE LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE

ABOLITION OF COMPULSORY VACCINATION,
114, Victoria Street,^Westminster, S.W . 

v  ^ OBJECTS OF TH E SOCIETY.
I.—The abolition of Compulsory Vaccination.
/l.—'The Diffusion of Knowledge concerning Vaccination.
III.—The maintenance in London of an Office forthe publicationef 

Literature relating to Vaccination, and as a Centre of information, 
The minimum annual subscription constituting Membership is 2s. W 

Every opponent of Gompulstyry. Vaccination in the United Kingdoms 
earnestly invited to join and co-operate with the society.

CHAIRM AN OF COMM ITTEE.
WILLIAM TEBB, Esq., 7, Albert Road, Regent’s Park, N.W., j

TREASU RER. . . . .  j
CORNELIUS PEARSON, Esq., 15, Harpur-street, Red Lion-gq., 

i . ' i  . r . y  h o n . s e c r e t a r y . ' - •

Ms. WILLIAM YOUNG,'114, Victoria-street, Westminster,1 8,\f

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISM
i ' : ; Mechanics’ Institute, Princess Street, Manchester.

‘ (Mayor Street Entrance J
President: Mr.’I. Thompson, 83, Chapel Street, Salford.”

; Secretary : Mr., J. E. Idgbtbown, 19, Bridgewater Avenue, 
. . . j , ; . . . ,  . Cross Lane, Salford,

imuiij' v-i ji P lan  .of Spea k er s  fo r  F eb r u a r y .
I.oorj a i t February 4th—Mr. A. J).. Wilson, of Halifax.

,, 11th—Mr. R. A. Brown, of Manchester. .-̂ V 
18th—Mr. ,W. Johnson, of Hyde. .

. r h'U~ '* * M 25th—Mrs. Groom, of Birmingham,;
1 'Service a t 10-30 t» the Morning, and 6-30 in  the E-ieniiu1 

11 ‘ • * Strangers invited. ' ' • ' . " v
WEEKLY CIRCLES. ,

Monday aijd Friday: Healing Circles at 83, Chapel,Street Salford- 
Thursday': Open Circle at Mr. Taylor’s, 44, Harrison Street, Pendleton. 

,, Mr . R. A. Brown’s A ppo in tm en ts , -
Manchester Society bvpry Sunday thOrriing.!'. ' " ‘ ’ L'

BARROW-IN-FURNESS Spiritual Association, ,75, Buccleudi 
Street:—Sunday Service ■ at 6.30 p.m.; Thursday, at 7.30 p.m,; all 
Seats Free. Healing the sick by laying on of bands, gratis ob Monday 
and Friday evenings, at 7 p.m. Admission to Healing Boom 2d' 
President.- Mr. J. Walmsley, 28, Dumfries Street SecretaryMr. J, 
Kellett, 59, Cheltenham Street- ■ I ,

Oldham Spiritualist Society, 176, Union-street.—Meetings, Sunday, 
at 2-30 p-m., and 6 p.m. Mr. J. T. Owen, Secretary, 12, Waterloo St.

MB. J. J . MORSE’S APPOINTMENTS.
Lb^DdN/every ;Sunday from January 7th to April 1st, St. 

Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street, Oxford Street, W. At 7 p.m.
Mr Morse accepts engagements for Sunday Lectures in Lon

don, or the provinces.SfFor terms and dates, direct him at 53 
Sigdon Road, Dalston, Londom■ vt . ;

Mr. .E. W. Wallis’s Appointments.—Cardiff, February i\ 
Plymouth, Feb. 7 ; Falmouth, Feb. 11 to  18, inclusive ; Liver
pool, Feb. 25.—For dates and other particulars, address—82, 
Radford Road, Hyson Green, Nottingham.

HINTS ON -ESOTERIC THEOSOPHY-
No. H H I

Is Theosophy a Delusion ? Do the Brothers Exist ? 
ISSUED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE THEO-

S y f l S I ^  1 s ° P h i CAL s o c i e t y . 7 ‘*w .
, !u* -  . ‘7i SECOND EDITION, PRICE 2 s. j.

.0. m Printed at Oaloutta'^&M 
J. BURNS, 15, Southam pton  Row. .

IMPORTANT NOTICE! Before you sow yriur farm or gar
den crops,plant,prune, bake, brew, set fowls, hire servants 

kill pigs, travel, remove, deal with others, ask favours, specu
late, or do anything else, get RAPHAEL’S ALMANAC for 
1883, and it Will save you poundsM eSgl 

A large Farmer w r i t e s “ The crops sown according to your Al
manac have' aU done remarkably well, for instance, no one here has * 
good crop of peas except me; Vetches again are' failures as regard* 
seed but mine are very good, and my wheat is the.best in the parish. 
Another writes:—“ I sowed my celery seed acebrding to your Almanac 
and never had it as goodiigj A large gardener writes:—“ 1 pruned fflj 
vines at time stated in Almanac, and have double the weight of grape* 
I,bad la,styear.” . . J; , , , ‘ . t '■

- I t  a W  contains Bir^day liiformatioh.'for' evei-y day of the 
year, a weather guide, numerous' tables, and predictions of the 
chief oventsthat will^bappeitin 1883. . , . . ! . ’ ■

Price sixpence, post free 73.| with epheimeris Is. Insist on 
having it, It is now enlarged to 96 pages. J. Burns, 
Southampton -High Holborfa, London, W.C.

MR. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, j*
• at home daily; and is open to' engagements.' Address—2-L, -litfe*' 

woodTeriace, Masted Road, Lyndhurst Road, Peokham, S.E.
.:’. f i t i r . l  -ii.-i j -qi: ■ Tuc. . SU
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In Handsome' Cloth Bindings Price gs. 6d. T J  I  T 1 
-* D r> *-D 6 d s j s- '- G b l E b r a 't e d  -L e c t u r e r  - - -  

ON ' THE : PHILOSOPHYh OF , j  A
MESMERISM AND E LE C T R IC A L  PSYCHOLOGY.
Comprising the two wellrknown works by.br. -John Bovee Dodsj 

Consisting [[Eighteen Lectures, as follffiv

I.—The Philosophy of. Mesmerism.
1. .INTRODUCTORY-LEGfURESM Animal Magnetism.
2, .MENTAL ELBTORlElTY, or-Spiritualian.-' \ . ; -
t  AN APPEAL iMrehalf ofthe Siehc'e.' " " r
4. THE PHILOjJ^HY of Clairvoyance. Y S 

, j. THE NUMBER ^  Degrees in<Mesmerism. . ;;
6. JESUS and;thelApostlesj|f ..... 5A <

]I.-The Philosophy of Electrical Psychology.
DEDEATlilJ, INTRODUCTION.

1. ELECTRICAL1 f!M cH®EOGY ̂ J îts“.b,eEinrtjon and Impor
tance in Curing Diseases. ■' 1 '• 1

2. BEAUB ĵEt.Independent Thought and’FearlOsS Expression.
3. CONNECTING LINK between Mind and Matter, .and Cir-

- cnuglon of the Blood* < -• • - • >• * t ■■ ->'■*> —  j j  A - », •
4. PHIIBROPHY of Disease and Nervous Force,
5. CURE of DfcCase and being Acclimated. . ; ‘
6. . EXISTENCE of Deity Proved froth Mbtiohl'

R , SUBJECTfifCrelfion Considered..: . -nil l la
8. DOCTRI^H^^W l^fflfe, j.,: jjood
9. CONNECT®®?' the Voluntary and Involuntary Nerves.
10. ELECTR0|IBPBPATHY is th e. .best, Medical .System in

■ being, is  it Involves the Excellences‘of all Other Systems.
11. THE "SECRET REVEALED, so that all ;may know how to 

Experiment w itho ut  a n  I nstructor! ' J
12.. ,GJENETOLOpy, qr Human BeautyPhilospphicallyConsidered. a 
'fim'ii xhe-MoiPCdntpl\ti'and ikefGheapfeS?M^iimijthis^Gmnihirk'

. W o r k . ever published.
THE P H IL O S O P H Y  o f  M E S M E R IS M  is published 

. Separately, in Paper Wrapper,. Price 6d, rili a
I lAIRWYANCE, HYGIENIC . A N D A lE b lC A t-  ^ B y  D r.
! .Dixon., is. -. . •• : - i . , ; e. ■
■' “ The sight being closed to the External, the Soul'jierCeives truly . 

the affections of the body.’^J-HiiKcRATES. ‘ '
CLAIR^gp||u^Bj 1 By 'AdoLpHe1 DiDlER.'l‘ 4d.'* ' 1‘

Remarkable "facts from thirty-five years’, personal exercise of the! 
Clairvoyant Faculty, ' i ‘ -  ̂i .. i . .  . u.,-. * ij. i

H Ot.fOBgBdBRlsM ’ 1 ;By J.-V . whsob: 0 4s.1(T : r j / - 
THE MENTAL CURE : Illustrating ‘the Influeuce.of the; Mind. or. ' 

the Body, both in Health and Disease,.and .the ̂ Psychological 
Method of Treatment.-' ‘ By Rev.--W.- Ft -EvEnA, '3s.-1 * a

London-: J. BURNS, 15. Sonthamotonl Row, W.C-l V ‘-v• * ; 1 * ........ .• . b j *• tL;3vJiiAici.

JUST, PUBLISHEp, ROYAL I6MO. SEWED 6 l>. , LIMP CLOTH IfcOiwi f t

m y  v i s i t  . t o  . s t y r i a : f t
1.Ulfi" f..j; .T; i,: (■./i 1 M BY * I iff] '70*1

.... . ' J b l .C A R O L I N E  C Q R N E R il M 'irtnunv*^ .no*
CONT ENT S:

Semmerjng Pass, mzjj&'ft; Above the 'sea j Romap^ip Scenery r 
Picturestjufe Railway' Statipris|J Mc^ntAJh Flowers.—GrAtZ : Refres^  
pnts.i.HHEijigi^^ieekhlef I to tjidf ybthkgJ Jffî pdfikiriH |  ‘ A ‘ prettjC" 
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, Exprise. ■ '
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j pleased with the writing,”—Sergeant,Cox.
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j may do you justice,1 and that this1 m a y  be- the beginning; of a great 
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DR. MACK, PSYCHOPATHIST,

26, U PPER  BA K ER  STREET, CLARENCE 
GATE, REGENT’S PARK, N.W .

Specially successful in the Restoration o f Defective Sight 
and Hearing.

PAMPHLETS FREE ON APPLICATION. ,

M I S S  G O D F R E Y .
Has for many years successfully practised Mesmerism for the healing 

of diseases. She has been especially successful with Ladies suffering 
from Weakness, Misplacement, or Prolapsus, as well as in cases of 
Neuralgia, Congestion, and Paralysis. She has the pleasure to add 
that she holds Testimonials from Ladies and Gentlemen whom she has 
oured, and who have further kindly offered to answer any personal 
enquiries. Her terms are 80s. per week for a daily attendance of one 
hour, either at her own or the patient's residence. For further 
particulars, or appointments, address, Miss Godfrey, 51, George Street, 
Easton Boad, N.W. •

MR. & MRS. HAGON, Magnetio Healers, at home after 10 every 
day. Patients attended at their own homes. Circles conducted. 

Seance on Sunday and Wednesday at 7-30 p-m. Free Healing on Sun. 
day morning at 11 a.m. Removed to 19, Farringdon Road, corner 
of Great Bath Street.

TtrK. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of RHEUMATISM, ill gout, neuralgia, lumbago, epilepsy, general debility, and several 
affections of the head, eyes, liver, &o., attends patients from Eleven 
to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bulstrodo Street, Welbeck Street, 
Cavendish Square, W.

MR. I. H A W K IN S, M agnetic H ealer.

AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, from 12 to 4 
o’clock. Free Treatment on Friday. Patients visited at their own 

Residence.—224, Easton Road, N.W. Near Gcwer Street Station.

A SH M A N ’S EMBROCATION.

F R Goat, Rheumatism, Sprains, Braises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, 
Pleurisy, and Congestion of the Lungs, Burns, Scalds, Chilblains, 

Wounds, Cuts, &c. 2s. 9d. per bottle. To be obtained at 114, Sussex 
Place, Cornwall Gardens, Kensington, W., and of all wholesale chemists.

HEALERS and Medical Rubbers may be obtained on application to 
Mrs. Ashman, (widow of the late Joseph Ashman) 14, Sussex Place, 

Cornwall Gardens, Kensington, W.

SOMNAMBULIC MESMERISM. — Robert Harper undertakes the 
treatment of all forms of Disease, as the agent of a band of Spirit 

People, Mesmerically, and at any distance. Terms to suit all classes, 
to the very poor, free—90, Princess Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
Chest Preservers, bigh'y Mesmerized and Medicated, 5s. each post free.

pAROLINE PAWLEY, Writing, Speaking, Healing Medium. By 
v  the desire of her Guides, no money accepted.—Letters sent first, 
with siamped envelope for reply, 34, Alvington Crescent, Kingsland 
High Street.

PHYSICAL & TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs. Ayers’, 45, Jubilee 
A Street, Commercial Road, E., Sunday, at 7-30; also on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 8 o’clock. Mrs. Walker, physical, tranoe, and test 
medium, may be specially engaged.

Miss LOTTIE FOWLER. ' •

Trance , Medical, and Business Clairvoyant, 2, Vernon Place, Blooms
bury Square, W. C. Hours from 1 till 8 p.m. Fee 21s.

At Home on Friday evenings to receive friends, at 8 o’clock, free.

TO SPIRITUAL INQUIRERS.

I  THOMAS is willing to correspond with those requiring advice 
• or information upon conditions and surroundings. The fee for 

writing one entire sheet of note paper is 2s. 6d. No charge being made 
for advice. Address, Mr. J. Thomas, Kingsley, by Frodsham.

M R. A. DUGUID, Spiritual Teacher and Correspondent, 13, Oswald 
Wynd, Kirkcaldy._______  ■__________________

MRS. KATE FOX JENCKEN has removed from Warwick Gardens, 
to her own house—

Norfolk Villa, 2(5, Caxton Road, Shepherd’s Bush
Green, W. (close to the Ux bridge Road Station), 

and receives visitors on Mondays and Thursdays, at 12, and 8 o’clock. 
For private sittings special arrangements must be made.

M RS. DR. CUMMING, B otan ic & E lectic P h ysi
cian , 104, K  Street, S outh  B oston , M ass., U.S.A. 

May be consulted on all chronio diseases, such as Dropsy, Kidney 
and Urinary ailments of both sexes. Has had 26 years experience, and 
can furnish best of references from the United States and Europe. 
Asthma, Salt Rheum and White Swelling specialities.

R eferen ce: M iss LOTTIE FO W LER.

HOM E FO R SPIRITUALISTS. •
VfRS. DAVENPORT (Magnetic Healer) can offer a comfortable Home 
ilL to Spiritualists. Liberal table; experienced Vegetarian cooking 
if  preferred. Convenient by rail and omnibus to all parts.—61, Coning- 
liam Road, Shepherd's Bosh, W.

A BOARDING SCHOOL for Young Ladies, in a beautiful and healthy 
A  locality on the south coast, receives thq daughters of spiritualists. 
For prospectus, apply to J.Burns, 15, Southampton Row, London, 'S.O

MES, LIST ER, 14, 8t. Leonards Square, Havestock Hill, Laundress, 
Terms Moderate.

Price Threepence^;'-

T H E  A T O N E M E N T :
OLD T R U T H S as S E E N  UNDER A  N E W  LIGHT. '

INSPIRATION ALLY WRITTEN

By C. P. B. A L S O P
(late ba ptist  m in ist e r )

London: J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, High Holborn ty.Q

Second Edition, 222 Pages, Cloth, 6s.

THE OOOLJ3LT WORLD.
P. SINNETT.

Co n t e n t s .
The Theosophical Society 
Recent Occult Phenomena

BY A.

Introduction.
Occultism and its Adepts.

Teachings of Occult Philosophy.

Just Published : The Cheap Edition o f  V 
PROFESSOR ZOLLNER’S

TRANSCENDENTAL PHYSICS,
T ranslated by 0,' 0 . Massey.
Price 3s. 6d., or Post Free 4s.

Containing all the original illustrations, and perhaps the 
most valuable book at the price ever issued in connection with 
Spiritualism.

SOLD by J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.0.

Just Published, Price 3s. 6d.

GOLDEN THOUGHTS IN  Q UIET MOMENTS
By L ily .”

Printed on fine toned paper, Royal 16mo,f in an elegant 
manner, with an Oxford border in blue ink to each page 
handsomely bound in bevelled boards.

This beautiful volume of spiritual teachings and studies, in 
prose and verse, is unique in the literature of Spiritualism, 
Adapted for private reading, and as an appropriate gift-bool 

London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.0.

TH IRD  EDITION.— (Just Published.)
PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE

S C IE N C E  A N D  A R T  O F O R G A N IC  MAGNETISM.
BY MISS CHANDOS LEIGH  HUNT,

Being her original Three .Guinea private Manuscript Instruction:, 
printed, revised and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and 
practical translations, and the concentrated essence of all previous 
practical works. Numerous illustrations of passes, signs, &c.

Price One Guinea, Paper. French Morocco, with double lock and 
key, 5s. extra; best Morocco, ditto, 7s. extra.

Send for Paragraph Index, and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Miss Simp, 
son, Secretary, 37, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, London, W.

B
Price One Shilling.

ACK TO THE FATHER’S HOUSE A  Parabolic 
Inspiration. Parts (eleven issued), Is. each. .

London: E. W: ALLEN, 4, Ave Maria Lane,E< C.

ASTROLOGY A N D  ASTRONOMY.

DR. WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Future Event: 
of Life, at 103, Caledonian Road, Kings Cross. Time of Birth 

required. Fee 2s, 6d. Attendance from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.
P erson a l C on su lta tions only .

ASTROLOGY.—Nativities cast, 10s. Definition of Character, 8s 
A  Questions, 2s. Address, by letter only,

“ EXCELSIOR,” 3, Bina Gardens, South Kensington, London.

NATIVITIES Cast and Astrological Questions Answered. For 
i i  terms, enclose stamped addressed envelope to R. H. Neptune, 24, 
Wallgrave Road, Earl’s Court, London.

. THE SOLIDIFIED CACAO.
Those to whom the Adulterated Cocoas are injurious, may 

take this Pure and Natural Preparation with benefit., Price 
4s. per pound.

London: J. B urns, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.0.
« -— ' ■ - ‘ - . . _ — ‘

I n v a l u a b l e  for

p u r e  Wea^ Digestion, Liver, &c,
| Prepared b j  special process for re-DANDELION taining the Tonic and Health- 

. ^TARAX/®|M/!m  Giving properties of the Dandelion 
Pure. Tins 6d., Is., 2s. 6d., (a sai- 

'VsT F * ing).
S old, b y  J. BURNS, 15, S outham pton  R ow, W.C.

I
SLE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid 

Ladies will be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including 
Board and Lodging, for 30s. per week for the six winter months at tbit 
prettVseaside town, which is known to be particularlv salubrious.

London: Printed and Published by J ames Bukns, 15, Sontl* 
amptonRow, Holborn, W.C.


