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TRUTH AND ITS DISGUISES.
A v  A ddress delivered to the F ree Spiritual 

Society, at R ichmond H all, Plymouth,
ON SuNDAy, THE lOTH SEPTEMBER, 1882.

By Mr. C. W. DYMOND.

“ Judge not according to appearance; but judge righteous 
judgment.” —John, vii., 24.

W hat is Truth? This is, indeed, the most momen­
tous of all questions; one easily asked ; hut, Oh how 
difficult to answer ! It has been proverbially said that 
“  Truth lies at the bottom o f a well.” The ignorant 
and the superficial, when they think at all, think other­
wise ; too often regarding themselves as its sole de­
positories, and denouncing those o f  deeper insight as 
victims o f error. But the wise and humble seeker 
knows with what patient energy of purpose it is 
necessary to strive to become possessed o f  the precious 
je w e l ; and counts all else but as loss, until he find it.

The age in which it is our privilege to live is dis­
tinguished from all preceding ones pre-eminently by 
this characteristic,— that it is an age o f inquiry, of 
intense and incessant mental activity, directed mainly 
toward the observation and classification o f  facts, from 
which, in due time, it may be possible to rise to the 
comprehension o f principles. Much o f this, it is true, 
is prompted by a restless, and even covetous craving 
for mental acquisitions; and by what Milton styles 
u that last infirmity of noble minds” — the desire for 
personal renown. But mingled with these lower 
springs o f  action, there is a strong seasoning of high 
impulse,— a yearning, sometimes passionate in its inten­
sity, to apprehend the truth in any and every form, 
both for its own sake, and for the sake o f  its blessed 
fruits.

The first great discovery incident to the develop­
ment o f this inquiry, in every age, has been that, for 
the most part, as the poet says,1 “ Things are not what 
they seem.”  Hitherto, however, this “ open secret”  
h as  been truly apprehended only by the most penetra­
tin g  minds; and, even by many o f  these, it has been 
t o o  long regarded merely as a philosophical conclusion,

1 Longfellow : Psalm of Life.

to be wrapped up, as it were, in a napkin, instead of 
being universally applied to clear, and otherwise pre- 

are the intellectual and moral fallows for the world’s 
arvest o f  social and personal blessing. But now, a 

conviction o f the vast extent, and mighty sway of the 
Kingdom o f  Fallacy begins to spread among thinkers 
o f  every class, with whom the order and degree o f  its 
reception run pari passu with the subordination o f  their 
respective domains o f thought. Thus, while the con­
crete sciences suffer comparatively little from circum­
scribed intellectual treatment, a most lamentable 
obliquity o f vision continues to prevail in the regions 
of sociology and theology; notwithstanding that, in 
our own times, a great enfranchisement from error has 
been inaugurated ; and a strong current of thought has 
been turned in the direction o f universal truth. In the 
keen inquisition thus commenced, everything that can 
become a subject of human inquiry is summoned to 
stand and yield its secret. The sciences, arts, philoso­
phies, policies, histories, creeds, and maxims handed 
down to us from our predecessors, are submitted to the 
most searching examination. Nothing— even though 
it were the very Ark o f  God itself—is deemed too 
sacred to be the object of human endeavour, urged by 
the desire to “  prove all things,”  that it may the more 
firmly “  hold fast that which is good.” 2 Truth must, 
at all hazards, be w on : and, while mountains of rub­
bish—the accumulated errors o f the Past— are slowly 
cleared away, there come to light legacies of precious 
truths, erst overlaid and hidden, which are being care­
fully treasured for our use. When enough o f  these 
shall have been found and recognized; and when they 
shall have been co-ordinated with the solid results o f 
advancing discovery ; then—and not until then—can a 
firm foundation be successfully laid for a reconstruction 
o f  the sciences, of art, of philosophy, o f theology, o f 
ethics, and, through these, of society.

But the process of transition must needs be a painful 
one. The birth of Truth into a backward world can­
not be accomplished without severe and prolonged 
suffering. It involves a rending o f the bonds o f 
familiar habits o f  thought and feeling ; the uprooting 
o f  long-established and inveterate errors; the fall of 
ancient and decrepit faiths;— in a word, the insur­
rection of revolutionary principles upon the calm com­

2 1 Thess., v., 21.



placency of conservative content; with a result like the 
flashing of blinding light upon the eyes o f  those who, 
like bats, have hitherto flitted about in the dusky cellars 
o f  prescription and ignorance.

As in every other form o f  development, so in the un­
folding o f  truth, the history of the world parallels the 
history o f  the individual man. In this aspect, the 
careers of both may be divided into two periods. The 
first— that o f  childhood and youth— is chiefly occupied 
in receiving impressions. During the second—that o f  
maturity— reason subjects the impressions of youth to 
inquiry, and experience gauges their worth. Each 
period has its dangers and its impotencies. Youth is 
ever prone to regard all its impressions as trustworthy, 
and to despise the cautious corrections o f  w isdom ; 
while manhood is apt to forget, and to undervalue the 
intuitions o f  youth. Happy is he who retains in his 
heart much o f the freshness of childhood, while slowly 
gam ering the ripened wisdom o f age ! “  He shall be 
as a tree planted by the waters; and that spreadeth 
out her roots by the river; she shall not see when 
heat cometh ; but her leaf shall be green ; and she 
shall not be careful in the year o f  drought; neither 
shall cease from yielding fruit.” 3

With this introduction, I  will now proceed to point 
out the principal orders of fallacy which obscure our 
perception of truth, that we may see, at a glance, the 
sources from whence they arise. For our present pur­
pose, they may be thus classified :—

1. Objective fallacies, imposing upon our organs o f  
sense, whether in a healthy, or in a morbid condition.

2. Subjective fallacies, inherent in our common nature, 
or engendered by hereditary determination, and by 
personal proclivity, either constant or transitory.

3. Educational fallacies, implanted by early training, 
or by the influence o f  our environment.

4. Verbal fallacies, in customary forms o f  expression.
It is yet impossible fully to realize the amazing extent

to which mankind has unconsciously been impressed 
and led astray by this array o f  allied forces : and we 
must not lose sight of them for a moment when can­
vassing claims professing to be made in the interests o f  
truth.

Now, what are the most general aspects o f  truth ? As 
popularly apprehended, truths m aybe said to be divided 
into two classes,— those which are real, and those which
are apparent.

Beal truths may be subdivided into the positive or 
absolute, and the relative, or conditional. It  is an abso­
lute truth that every point in the circumference of 
a circle is equidistant from its centre: and another, 
that the whole is greater than its paVts. That the 
elephant is a huge animal, and that water is a good 
beverage, are conditional truths: for it is quite clear 
that a giant race might regard the elephant as a very 
small animal; and that, in certain bodily states, the 
drinking o f water might be injurious.

The title apparent truths is used only by way of accom­
modation. Those which are so called are, nearly 
always, not truths at a l l ; but merely aspects o f things, 
impressions made on our senses by facts and events, 
states o f  being or of action, perhaps justly perceived, 
as to their appearances ; but veiling and disguising the 
genuine truths which are behind. As examples, may 
be instanced the apparent rising and setting o f  the 
sun; the apparent immobility o f our globe ; and the 
apparent imponderability of the atmosphere.

Real truths are independent of the impressions they 
convey to our senses. Apparent truths (so far as they 
are only apparent) appeal solely to our natural appre­
hensions. In a small proportion o f  instances, they may 
also be real; for, to any one not affected with ametro­
pia, the equality in length of the four sides of a square 
is ocularly apparent, as well as intellectually Certain :4

3 Jeremiah, xvii., 8.
t  This is not meant to convey the impression that thore is 

the Bame degree of certainty in both cases : all that is implied 
is, that the appearance involves no inherent fallacy.

but generally, i f  assumed to be real, it will be safe to 
conclude that the assumption is false; so that, thus 
viewed, they become absolute untruths. And this, 
even when the impression is received directly by our 
healthy perceptions, either native or cultivated: much 
more then, when the image is distorted by an imper­
fect or a diseased organism.

T o one unaccustomed to scientific precision of thought 
and language, it would be almost impossible tc realize 
how very small, comparatively, is the number of abso­
lute truths already known : and these are connected 
chiefly with the exact sciences. On every hand we 
are (I  repeat it) beset by fallacies ; and the real natures, 
even o f the things which we deem most familiar to us, 
are as little understood as are those o f  objects of rare 
occurrence. For example, we think we know a great 
deal about matter ; but it is a fact that, after thousands 
of years of most intimate alliance with i t ; and not­
withstanding the expenditure o f  a vast amount of 
thought in profound speculation upon i t ; we still have 
not the least notion as to what matter is. It is true 
that we know a good deal about its properties: but 
about its essence, we know no more than we do of the 
most hidden mysteries. W hen a philosopher, then, 
makes a distinction between matter and spirit, he may 
be right, bo long as he confines his view to their known 
characteristic properties,— to the usual modes of their 
manifestation : but i f  he proceed to assert, on the 
strength of appearances, that spirit and matter are 
essentially diverse things, having nothing in common; 
and that they are incapable o f being mutually trans­
muted; he may be quite wrong : he makes a statement 
which he cannot prove.

But, if it be a fact that an acquaintance with absolute 
truths is so rare ; and that, almost exclusively, those 
only which have been called apparent are the staple of 
our experience ; you may say that, i f  appearances are 
so deceptive, man must be the prey o f  dangerous delu­
sions on every hand. Nay, our lot is n o t quite so bad 
as th a t: and it is a matter o f prime consequence to 
determine, if we can, under what circumstances the 
misapprehensions arising from this source are likely to 
be innocuous; and what form o f  development they must 
take, in order to make war upon the happiness of man­
kind. The vast importance o f  acquiring right views 
on this capital matter, must be urged in justification of 
the treatment in the pulpit o f  questions so abstract as 
these.

Let us now try to formulate the general conditions 
o f  the problem, before we proceed to glance at its most 
striking and interesting practical phases.

First, then, every apparent truth is compounded of fad 
and fallacy—generally, a very little o f  the former, and a 
great deal o f  the latter. Thus, that the sun revolves 
around the earth, is a fallacy o f  appearance ; but that 
the relative positions o f  the sun and o f  the spectator 
continually change, is an obvious fact.

Secondly, it will be evident that the injurious influence of 
fallacies on any given perception or procedure will vary in 
proport ion to the respective rank and magnitude o f the fallacies; 
and to the respective intimacy of their bearing upon the per­
ception or act. For instance, in the case o f  a minister 
addressing his congregation, it might not vitiate his 
teaching to hold the fallacy that the habitual use of 
tonic medicines is beneficial in chronic disease : but if 
he believe in, and preach the terrors of the orthodox 
hell, and the vengeance o f  God, he will warp and para­
lyze the minds o f  many o f his flock ; and may even 
drive some to end their striken lives by suicide.

Thirdly, it will be equally evident that the consequences 
o f  error in assuming the verity of any given apparent truth, 
will vat y in proportion to the rankand magnitude of the interests 
at stake, and to the degree of their connexion with the. fallacy. 
For instance, to a cotter, cultivating his patch o f garden, 
it makes no appreciable difference whether, with a 
certain enthusiast, he believes the world to be flat, and 
o f  very circumscribed area, as it appears to a superficial 
observer to be ; or whether he knows that it is an



oblate spheroid. But a voyager, possessed by this 
fallacy of the senses, would, for a long time, timidly 
refrain from approaching the sea-ward horizon, lest he 
should fall over its edge : and thus geographical dis­
covery, and international intercourse, would be post­
poned. Again, a belief in the fallacy that alcohol, 
used as a beverage, imparts strength, is innocuous, so 
long as the spirit is used only to feed a lamp, or to pre­
serve a museum-specimen; but it may bear dead-sea- 
fruit, i f  it incite to reliance upon it as a re-creator of 
exhausted energies.

B y a combination o f  the three preceding statements, 
we reach the following summary conclusion:— Fallacies 
are harmful in proportion to their pregnancy, their rank, and 
the magnitude of the interests supposed' to be affected by them.

In accordance with these indications, we shall find,—  
(1) That practical matters, pertaining to the outward 
life o f  mankind, inasmuch as they have almost exclu­
sive reference to the facts which accompany the fallacies 
o f  the senses, are, for the most part, uninfluenced by 
the latter, and flourish, in proportion to the degree o f  
their adjustment to the former. (2) Going higher, 
we shall find that, in scientific matters, an abiding in 
natural fallacies would result in stultification o f  mind, 
and stagnation of human progress, to a degree measured 
by the prevalence o f  faith in appearances. (3) But 
the most serious consequences result when our medita­
tions on the highest interests o f  the human spirit are 
invaded and deflected by fallacies o f  theology : and as 
this is a. subject on which we ought to be most deeply 
intosested ; and is one specially appropriate to the pul­
pit, I  ask your attention to it for the remainder o f  our 
time. W ho can measure the havoc that has been 
wrought among mankind through spiritual error, and 
moral insensibility,— those prolific parents o f the most 
rampant evils that have desolated this fair world, and 
hidden the light o f  God from human eyes, and the 
warmth o f His love from human hearts ? W ere it 
possible for us to realize the sum o f  suffering that has 
arisen from this hydra-headed cause, since our earth 
became a theatre o f  human life, we should indeed be 
appalled ; and should sicken with satiety of horrors.

Save in the earliest ages, religious notions have not 
been much formed upon, and mis-led by, objective 
fallacies. The primitive man, whose knowledge was 
limited to what he observed o f  superficial natural 
appearances, doubtless acquired his first notions o f 
worship by imagining that those bright celestial objects, 
the cause of whose movements he could not understand ; 
and those invisible forces by  which he was directly and 
indirectly affected; were endowed with intelligence, 
and could be propitiated in his favour. But, whatever 
may have been his mistakes, he probably did not indulge 
in abstract reasoning upon these matters; and his sim­
ple faiths were but reflexions from his own mind of 
the impressions made thereon by natural phenomena. 
Hence, in their present connexion, we may dismiss the 
consideration of objective fallacies, as having only a 
distant, traditional bearing upon our own theologies; 
and may confine our attention to those o f  the remain­
ing three categories.

Under the head of subjective fallacies, will most pro­
perly come original, personal or national modifications 
of the God-idea. It has been said that, as is the god 
of a people, so is the popular character. It would be 
more correct to reverse the orler o f these terms, and 
to say, with Scripture, that the character of a people 
determines the character o f  its deity. “ They that 
make them are like unto them.” 5 The fact is, (though 
few apprehend it clearly), that the Supreme Being, 
whom we individually worship, is by each of us con­
ceived in a merely subjective fo rm : and all such 
creations are necessarily incomplete and distorted. Thus 
the God of the high Calvinist is a lean and partial 
pedant, whose government is a stern and narrow travesty 
o f  Divine justice. The abstract impersonal theism o f

s Ps., cxv., 8.

the East is the product of the contemplative and subtle 
habit o f  the Asiatic m ind; as the concrete and personal 
theism of the West is of the practical genius, and execu­
tive faculty of Europe. The Jehovah o f  the Hebrews— 
that intense and persistent, but narrow, exclusive, and 
self-conscious race (an anomaly among eastern peoples)—  
was deeply tinged with the national failings. Though 
recognized as the Creator c f  the world ; and as ruling 
“ over all the kingdoms o f  the Heathen;6 yet He was 
most habitually regarded as “  a jealous God,” 7 the 
national deity o f  the “ chosen”  people; and pitted 
against “  the gods of the Heathen,”  in the character of 
a rival, or indignant avenger, rather than in that of the 
Universal Father.8 It is abundantly evident that, 
though the Hebrew writers, in their better moods, were 
according to their measure, able to rise toward the true 
idea o f  God, the common conception o f  Him, grounded 
only in appearances, was cramped and perverted.

Intimately interwoven with the idea of God, is the 
theory o f  m an; o f his nature, his relations with the 
Deity, his condition, and his prospects. Both theories 
are subjective, though in different degrees; and the 
latter is often as false as the former. Let us take a 
typical example, to illustrate this point. The nature of 
sin, for instance. What a gulf there is between certain 
legal, intangible, metaphysical notions of “ original”  
and personal sin, and the broad view which regards as 
sinful all human acts, whether outward or inward, 
which, to our apprehensions, disturb the Divinely-or­
dained harmony of the universe! All such speculative 
doctrines, however interesting to the philosopher, are 
o f  no practical u se : they rather “  darken counsel by 
words without knowledge.” 9 All that we can be said to 
know o f  this matter; and all that we need to know, is, 
that acts called sinful sooner or later beget results which are 
felt to be painful; and that, i f  we wish to avoid these, 
we must eschew those. Nor have we to regard this 
matter alone, or chiefly, as it may bear upon our narrow 
personal interests: for only when our sympathies are 
enlarged to embrace the interests o f  a ll; and our views 
to discern the infinite consequences o f  every individual 
a c t ; shall we truly become children o f  God in obeying 
His commandments.

So much for the general theory o f sin. In relation 
to individuals, we often find it involved in bewildering 
complications. T o every right-minded person, the 
alternative is incessantly presented,-^Shall I do, or 
shall I  abstain from doing certain acts? The answer 
of the soul to this question is ever liable to be dictated 
by influences creative o f fallacy. Personal b ias; chro­
nic or transitory morbid states ; modes of intellectual 
operation; and— perhaps more than these— the force o f 
training and associations :— all have a voice in direct­
ing the decision. What is sinful for one, may some­
times be lawful for another; and, for the same person, 
an act may, at one time, be wrong, which, at another 
time, may bC right. Who is there that has reached 
maturity without finding reason to revise some o f  the 
teachings referring to right and wrong inculcated on 
him in childhood ?

W e may thus see how impossible it must be to frame 
any definition o f  sin less general than the one given 
above; one which leaves us to judge o f  the rectitude of 
any act solely by its known or apprehended consequen­
ces. You may say that this is nothing but a revival o f 
the doctrine of Utility : and so it is : but utility, under­
stood in its widest sense,— the sense in which God 
understands it.

By this review, we should be taught to be full o f  
charity one toward another ; and to blame no one who 
may square his life on maxims other than our own, 
unless it is clear that, in so doing, he rejects the light, 
and is convicted by the “  still small v o ice”  of God in 
his own soul.

Intimately connected with this subject, is the all­
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important question, W hat are the relations o f  God to 
man, and o f  man to God with regard to “  acceptance ? ”  
It truly depends upon degree of approximation. The 
theologic doctrine, that it is impossible for any soul, 
tinged with unworthiness, to appear in the immediate 
presence o f God, is founded upon just apprehensions. 
Equally true is the conviction that the best soul on 
earth falls infinitely short o f  the super-angelic purity 
necessary to admit o f that most intimate Divine com­
munion. To believe otherwise, is to be a victim o f  
serious fallacy. An earthly saint who, in the midst of 
a company o f  abandoned wretches, might seem to be a 
radiant angel, would, if introduced, unprepared, into 
the supernal Heaven, be smitten, by its blinding splen­
dors, into a state o f  darkness and misery. Hence, we 
cannot but conclude, that the steps of ascent to the 
throne o f  “  the excellent glory ”  are infinitely gradua­
ted ; and that, in the Spiritual World, there is room 
for all on their multitudinous stages. The popular 
notion, that Heaven is an undivided place, or state, in 
which all saved souls are ushered into the immediate 
presence o f  God, has been the parent o f  a brood of 
errors. So has that other popular notion, as to the 
attitude of God toward man in this world. This is 
wholly grounded in appearances; and is a fallacy o f  
the most serious kind. As man makes his own ideal of 
God, so does he commonly picture the character of the 
Divine emotions which he supposes to be called forth 
by human sin. Men have supposed that the effect of 
sin is to stimulate the Divine wrath. But what is the 
wrath o f  God ? This, and nothing more. It is the im­
pression received by the human soul on feeling the inward or 
outward consequences of real or apprehended sin. It is purely 
subjective; and to make it objective, is to commit the 
•same kind o f  error as that o f  the ignorant savage who 
when the sun is eclipsed, or is obscured by a cloud, or 
has set below the horizon, thinks that he has with­
drawn in anger, or that he is dead. The fallacy is, that 
he appears to have removed from sympathy with the 
world ; while the truth is, that he is shining with the 
most faithful constancy, and sustained splendor. The 
change is not in the sun, but in the revolving earth ; in 
the interposition o f  the cloud ; or in the transit o f the 
moon. We have but to wait until, in the course of 
terrestrial rotation, the sun re-appears in the orient; or 
until the clouds are blown away, or dissipated by his 
warmth; or until the transient obscuration has passed; 
— when, lo ! our great luminary (fittest representative 
to us o f  “  the Sun of Righteousness, with healing in 
His wings ” ) 10 re-appears, as it were, with an unchang­
ing love. The prophet well says,— 11 “  Your iniquities 
have separated between you and your God ; and your 
sins have hid [not your face from Him, butj His face 
from you.”  A  man with strong and healthy vision 
may look at the sun, and only be dazzled; while, to 
diseased and inflamed eyes, the exposure would be pro­
ductive o f  torture. The difference is again subjective : 
in the eye ; not in the light.

Educational fallacies, being much less deeply seated, 
and, therefore, more easily extirpated, need not detain 
us long. Still, we all know their force, and have found 
how hard it is to burst the chains o f  error, and evil 
habits, that may have been drawn around us by early 
training and associations. The broad distinction be­
tween those fallacies on which I  have just been speak­
ing, and these is, that, while the characteristics of the 
former are, for the most part, either constant, or have 
been developed into natural varieties which are persis­
tent during the life of the race or the individual; those 
o f  the latter are artificially diversified ; and, hence, are 
susceptible o f  unlimited modifications in the same sub­
jects. For this reason, and that they are continually 
changing front, they cannot well be classified. W hile 
comparatively long periods o f time are necessary to 
effect modifications o f  those subjective fallacies whose 
spheres are localized; we are daily witnesses to the

l o Malacbi, iv., 2. 11 Isaiah, lix., 2.

mutations o f  thought which mark the stages o f  indivi­
dual emancipation from mental thraldom. Reformation 
must begin here, before it can successfully assail those 
warring forces, o f greater vitality, which are constitu­
tional.

The last, but not least ' uportant section of this 
Discourse, will deal with tin '1 12 fallacies which I  have 
denominated verbal;— those, in fact, which are con­
nected with the use o f  language— especially in the 
Bible.

I f  the difficulty o f  finding absolute truths, by direct 
study o f  the various attributes and modes o f  existence, 
is so great; how much must it be increased and com­
plicated when impressions o f them are transmitted 
through the medium of words ! How imperfectly do 
the most skilfully chosen expressions mirror forth the 
living thought! W hat accommodations of phrase are 
needed to convey to others an image of our own ideas! 
I f  you will seek for it in books, or in conversation, you 
will find that the use o f language is subject to restric­
tions similar, in their way, to those imposed by the 
Creator on the manifestations o f  His own thought. 
There is not now time to illustrate this in detail; and 
it must suffice to enforce the truth o f  the assertion by 
pointing to the endless and irreconcileable variety of 
interpretations o f every part of the Bible which have 
been, still are, and ever will be held by those of its 
devoted students who seek for a precision of wisdom 
in words which words can never em bod y ; and who 
neglect to test the impressions thence derived by an 
unbiassed, and equally diligent study o f  the facts and 
phenomena o f  the great world without, and the little 
world within themselves. These are the inevitable 
drawbacks of an exclusive attention to writings, even 
if originals, fresh from the hands of inspired penmen. 
Must not they be increased by knowing that the ori­
ginals are now represented only by  im perfect and dis­
crepant copies, the respective authorities o f  which are 
disputed : and that these imperfect copies are, for the 
mass o f readers, represented by still more imperfect 
translations, not only subject to the diminutions of force 
and accuracy which are incident to successive transfu­
sions of thought, but still more weakened by acknow­
ledged uncertainties peculiar to themselves ?

Precious, indeed, as is this literary legacy from the an­
cients,— it is really amazing to think how a number of 
detached treatises, composed by, or written through the in­
strumentality of various individuals, at intervals during 
nearly two thousand years; and, by successive accretions, 
grouped together in divers forms, under very diverse aus­
pices,— sometimes by Councils marred by ungodly strife 
and the canon of which still lacks the imprimatur of the 
whole Christian Church ; could ever have been worshipped 
as the very Word of God, and regarded as the supreme and 
only authority in matters of faith and life. An article so 
constituted, which may either be treasured for generations 
on the family altar, or may remain utterly unknown, as it 
still is, by the majority of mankind; which, according to 
your whim, you may carry next to your heart, or chuck 
into the nearest fire ; certainly has not the attributes of the 
Abiding Spirit which is able to lead us into all truth. 
Nevertheless, we may draw deep draughts of wisdom there­
from, if we will but use it rationally; not putting artificial 
meanings into i t ; but only extracting from it those which 
are really there. To do this, requires an unbiassed mind, 
and sound scholarship : and, in the present state of religious 
belief, it needs some courage to teach, that every truth 
essential to the well-beiug of man is revealed more clearly 
in the ways of Providence, and through the higher intuitions 
of the human soul, than it can possibly be in any book.

And now, in conclusion, if we, who are but worms of the 
dust, and children of frailty, can yet rise to a measure of 
true mutual charity, shall not we much rather trust in the 
infinite tenderness of the All-wise and All-loving One, 
“ who giveth us richly all things [necessary] to eDjoy?” !*
“ Man needs but little here below ; " though he reveals his 
high destiny by aspiring to unbounded knowledge. Like 
Moses, of old, he, in effect, says to God, “  I beseech Thee, 
show me Thy glory.’’ 13 The answer ever is, “  No man can
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see my face, and lire : but thou shalt stand upon a rock 
hard by m e; and I will put thee in a rift of the rock, and 
will cover thee with my hand, while I pass b y : then I will 
take away my hand ; and thou shalt see my back-” 14 How 
beautifully is the Divine condescension to the weakness of 
the creature taught by this dramatic scene! With feet 
established on the living rock; sheltered in an appointed 
niche, with room enough to stand, bnt not to wander; and 
protected by the Divine power from the overwhelming glory 
of the Divine effulgence ; while all that it is possible for us 
to see is disclosed :— Is not t his descriptive of our condition 
here ? Truth, to the extent of our comprehension, is, as 
each moment ripens, revealed to us : and, in the eternal 
progress, as we go on from strength to strength, its infini­
tudes will be given to our enraptured gaze. As among 
those, then, who long for the opening of the beatific vision, 
let our watch-word ever be, Forward ! Forward!

THE SPIRIT-MESSENGER.
MESMER’S MEDIUMSHIP — SPIRIT 

GREETINGS.
A C ontrol by “ Joseph Sturge.”

Recorded by A. T. T. P., December 20, 1882.
The Sensitive went at once tinder control, and spoke as follows :—

Yes. Well, and I consider it is a gathering, that should 
have been formed long ago. I am pleased to see the names of 
many of the leaders of thought associated with this great and 
important association. I am referring to those gentlemen, 
who liavo been long hovering on the borderland of enquiry; 
but who have now stepped to the front to take notice of these 
spiritual claims, that are now being made broad-cast. You 
may, perhaps, have noticed their claim to the attention of the 
public, when they said, that they were surprised at the immense 
number of well-written letters that have appeared in our public 
prints on the subject of “  ghosts,” or spirits, and that they were 
much surprised, that taking into consideration the number of 
correspondents on this subject, so few should have considered 
it necessary to answer their enquiries.

Their examination is to embrace all psychical facts, and also 
to enquire into alleged spiritual phenomena. They say that 
they had written to these correspondents, asking “  whether 
their contributions were bona fide, and that these letters 
reached them through the names of the several Editors, who 
knew the right names, and the correct addresses of their cor­
respondents, bnt who peremptorily refused to give them unless 
their contributors were consenting parties; that out of the 
many, but a very small percentage have, up to the present 
time, been willing to give their evidence to the society.” To 
me, this should be no matter of surprise. Many of them are 
holding high positions, requiring intellectual ability to main­
tain their position, and should their names and addresses be 
published, their intellectual ability would be questioned, 
entailing loss of position. It is not by these means that 
universality would be obtained. The impulse is due from us 
to earth, not from earth to us. It is we that impart: it is 
those of earth that receive. It is for us to tell‘all about ghosts 
or spirits: it is for those of earth to hear, listen, and heed.

Their investigation will embrace first: Animal Magnetism, 
as a common-sense reason for alleged spiritual healing. The 
claims made, over a hundred years ago, by Mesmer ; although 
first discovered by a monk of the Roman Catholic faith, by the 
name of Father Held. Mesmer realized earthly treasure by 
his discovery of mediumistic qualifications, for it was nothing 
else; he being physically formed of easily disintegrating 
particles. He was the D. D. Home of mediums for healing. 
Before him, disease seemed to lose its malignant hold; before 
him, the two worlds seemed to me6t, and thousands looked on 
and wondered. I know, spiritually, those who bavo been with 
him in his labours for the reception of those, whom the then 
learned called fanatics and credulous fools. Modern tests of 
physical manifestations are cried down in these modern days ; 
but the demanded tests of to-day aro as nothing in comparison 
to the tests that wero demanded from Mesmer.

The sick wero healed in his presence, and with his touch; 
and the powers that worked through him were mystified by 
hypothesis and pedantry. The power which ho uses, cried out 
one, is an universal fluid, forming a medium of mutual influ­
ence between one planet and another, between human and 
animal bodies; subtle and fluid in its natural parts, capable 
of flux and reflux, of receiving, of propagating, and containing 
all kinds of motion. Its operations are directly on the nerves, 
and distance makes no manner of difference. It cures nervous
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disorders, and is, when scientifically explained, a cure and pre­
servative of the bodies of mankind. It was a very learned 
dissertation on the claims o f Mesmer in the latter end of the 
eighteenth century ; but, unfortunately, there was only one 
thing wanting to make this explanation complete, and that 
was truth. Mesmer, when he listened to this wonderful scien­
tific explanation, said : “  It may be so ; I do not understand 
one half of what you have said ; I make no pretensions to 
philosophical knowledge, I only know that I wish your expla­
nation was the true one,—that this fluid was universal in its 
actii n, for then disease would cease, and its attendant poverty 
would also cease to be. I am realizing wealth, but it is not 
making me happier. I do not crave for what I demand, and I 
now demand that I may be safe. Rumour makes you crowd 
my saloon now, although my charges are virtually prohibitive 
to five-eighths of the population. That all should know I wish, 
and could I be safe I would let them. I heal with a touch, but 
not of myself, but of Him from whom all power proceeds ; l  
can know of no hereafter nor of God but through man—through 
man only can God be conceived. It is man, then, that helps 
me ; but you cry out— ‘ What man is doing the things that you 
are doing ? ’ The same cry was raised in the days of old, and 
the answer that was then given I can only now g ive : ‘ It is 
not me, but the Father that worketh through me.’ "

Can this man be seen ? was the eager question that was 
raised around universally ; the savant’s pedantry was forgotten, 
and eagerness took its place. “  Yes : but at fearful conse­
quences to m yself;” was my answer. “ Y es: but at fearful 
consequences, also, to my brother man, for they will take my 
life to make themselves known to you;—I mean my earth-life, 
and they will take that life which I can make of benefit to my 
brother man by curing diseases. I shall be weaker and poorer 
in health, and more unfit to cope with, and successfully battle 
with those causes that produce affluence. Hence I will be 
paid for this experiment. I know what is passing in your 
minds : ‘ Charlatan, cheat, impostor, and rogue,’ but I do not 
care. I f you would that this experiment should be made, I am 
willing to submit. I am clad like you. There are sixty of you 
present. Guard the windows; watch the doors; form a com­
mittee. Strip me, until I stand before you nude ; then let the 
experiment take place. If there is another power than mine, 
whatever I suffer I will be satisfied with five hundred louis 
d’or. I f there is no proof of a power outside myself, I will bo 
satisfied of having done my best. It is but little amongst you ; 
it is my right to claim it. It is within the limits of your power 
to grant me this; I do not beg for it, I do not court the experi­
ment. I have laughed often at the opprobrious terms used by 
you against myself. Think you I have lost every particle of 
dignity, of manhood, that such ill-toned terms do not wound 
me? Whatever the experiment may be, whatever its conclu­
sion, I will reap the fruits ; that is, if it is made.”

Can I blame him ? No, I cannot, Sir. Can I blame those 
that submit so to be bound and tortured to-day ? No, I will 
not. But when the experiment was made, away flew all the 
hypothesis of an universal fluid; away flew the supposition of 
the universality of animal magnetism, unless acted on spiri­
tually. They bound Mesmer with chains. Why even the 
sceptical minds of to-day are more merciful, and, God knows, 
their mercy is capable of improvement; they bound him with 
chains (whilst he was nearly nude) to his chair, and then they 
sat in darkness. The universal electricity failed. It was 
changed into hands, which touched every sitter ; changed into 
lights, which showed the startled faces of every human being 
there ; changed into forms of human mould, who handled the 
hoavy chains, and in their bands the heavy iron seemed like 
gossamer webs; and then lights were called for, and the 
money parted with. The fainting condition of Mesmer in­
creased afterwards day by day, until they laid his wasted form 
at rest. Other charlatans and impostors have died in these 
more modern days ; for these lossless allegations, which per­
vert truth and hold it back: truth which, if permitted, would 
enfranchise thought and rule supreme.

This is the approaching season of relaxation from worldly 
care, this the season of festivities. It is the holy memorable 
advent of that day, which heralded the birth of a saviour, or 
reformer amongst men. Therefore, it is necessary that I 
should take on myself the task, dear Recorder, of sending 
friendly greeting, and also apologising where needed. I say, 
apologise, and I mean on behalf of him whose body we use, 
and whose spirit, for the time, we banish. There are qualities 
which somo people possess in excess, and which others do not 
possess at all. One lives under a rigid sense of punctuality, 
whilst another, all through his life, ignores i t ; one is jealous 
of his honour in respect of courtesy, whilst another is inexcus­
ably discourteous, not through a perverse or bearish disposition, 
but through that want of tact, which should guide and govern 
every relation in life. But if there is one soul that we can 
excuse more than another, it is the soul of the body which I am 
now using; for it is thrust out of doors so often, that it is a 
stranger to its own horns, its body ; and although the courte­
sies of earth are disregarded, alone through the want of prac­
tising them. The first, to whom I will take on myself to 
apologise, is one who, like yourself, has lived as of us and 
with us. He has a spiritual name given to him1 * by angels on
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high. He lives where that old man’s feet will wander; I mean 
the one to. whom you so kindly sent relief. Yon will do this 
for ns; you will do this for me, who is but a representative 
delegate of your surroundings.

In Novomber, two years back, a kindly letter was written
by our dear brother “ Faithful,” to his poorer brother, L------ , a
letter which greeted him in the name of the ascended and glo­
rified ancient spirit, was sent with greeting by him whoso 
portrait adorns your wall thero, the Great Ancient of Days, 
“  Busins,” ho whoso spirit penetrates even through heaven in 
name. This greeting continued: “ Hail to ‘ Steadfast,’ who 
has for his surroundings these angels of light.” He recollects, 
also, that he is embodied and still of earth, and that, further, 
he realizes that God, through him, will represent the truth 
unfoldod for these many years. He recognises this in the 
name of “  The Ancient of Days,” the embodiment of humanity. 
That all men are but parts, atoms in one grand and mighty 
whole. With this letter he also sent him the first part of the 
“ Angelic Revelations,” received by him in the days gone by. 
To him theso “  Revelations ” form to-day a fountain of light 
and knowledge from which he lives day by day, drawing spiri­
tual lifehood. He hoped in that Letter of two years back, 
that the Sensitive’s heart would respond to those “ Angelic 
Revelations.” But the cry of the soul belonging to this body 
was then and is now : “  I dare say that it is, also, a fountain 
from which I might drink, if I could only understand it.” He 
professed a hope, in that time of two years ago, that God would 
raise up friends on every side, if needed, and that for him there 
was to be no more earthly imprisonment; that that stage was 
passed ; that the cup of sorrow was drained to the dregs then, 
and that when he stood alone, despised and rejected of all, he 
stood as a typo of what he would be, if faithful—a wearer of 
the crown of life, that awaits all men ; a crown that shall put 
aside all memory of the sufferings and trials of the past,—of 
the grinding poverty which seems to be man’s fiercest trial. 
Riches, in their spiritual meaning, is knowledge. There is no 
other wealth irr the heaven of heavens; and poverty, spiri­
tually, is the absence of knowledge, and, before God, “ dear 
one,” the earthly type of poverty is but poor in comparison in 
its degradation, to that of the spiritual poverty of the future 
life. There is want on earth of true knowledge. There may 
be earthly riohes, but with the possessor abides spiritual 
poverty. He that has spiritual knowledge possesses riches 
that will never fail him. May spirit, angels, and God bless and 
protect him, for he has given, and his left hand has been guilt­
less of the knowledge of what his right hand has bestowed.

To this letter there has been a silence of two years. Dear 
Recorder, he will remember this letter, for he has often dwelt 
on it, and wondered why thero has been a request made for the 
other matters of spiritual revelation. Yon will toll him from 
mo, on the Sensitivo’s behalf, that your surroundings thought 
it was necessary that a higher state of preparation should be 
given to the Sensitive, before he made the request for this 
other further and extended knowledge of spiritual matters, 
and tell him that others or myself will come to answer him, 
acknowledging the receipt of tho other two volumes now in 
his possession, as a present for New Year’s day. You will also 
transmit to him the long-delayed thanks for the volume 
received about the same time. There was also a volumo 
received from the editor of a spiritual paper, called the Medium  
a n d  Daybreak , and prior to that, again a volume of reports of 
healing cures, through the blessed power bestowed on that 
wonderfully constituted man, in the possession of the soul of 
him known as Dr. Mack. Will you, by request of your sur­
roundings and myself, also acknowledge this ? I am sure you 
will forgive this application to you.

During this blessed Christmas time all men should be united, 
as the angels are united in the higher heavens. Happiness 
should be universal; for happiness is not given to the wealthy 
ones alone. A knowledge of the after-life shall make a poor 
man happy ; a knowledge that, when he is called away, a 
brighter world awaits him, where welcoming hands and wel­
coming hearts are continually there, when ho shall behold the 
glory that belongs to the everlasting. A glory not for any 
particular one, not for a certain set, but a glory provided from 
the beginning for all, during this happy Christmas time.

Recorder, look back on the now nearly ended year with 
satisfaction. Apart from many years, this one stands out 
bright and clear; inasmuch as you have been sowing good 
seed, and the reaper in your fields shall harvest future bless­
ings. Now your seeds are germs of truth, of knowledge ; you 
are teaching that tho present is the teaching of the future, for 
man’s weal or his woe. You have preached the doctrine of 
action. It has been a noble deed in time, and good labour to 
our Cause. Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he reap. Be 
of good heart, dear Recorder, its promise is for you, and has 
beeh for all that have passed through the valley and shadow of 
earthly dissolution, and may the quickly budding year be one 
of more extended usefulness, with an ever-increasing love of 
your surroundings to you ; nay, more than this, the love of 
your Father God in heaven will increase in fervour. I am but 
the forerunner of those who will bid you greeting this closing 
year, but although amongst the least of your surroundings, 
not less a well-wisher to yon than the highest, your angel, 
your guide.—Finis.

This is a strange control. ' I wonder whether there is to 
be found, anywhere, any record of the strange phenomena 
spoken of concerning Mesmer; because, if there be any 
such, Mesmer takes the lead of the Fox family by fully half 
a century. I daresay some day or another it will be disco­
vered that spiritual materializations have, throughout the 
past, often manifested themselves, but fear of consequences 
has alone prevented their publication. I believe this story 
told by Mesmer, for the reason that the so-called Mesmeric 
state is the stepping stoue to the clairvoyant and clair&udi- 
ent one. On that subject I could say much, and so could 
many more besides me.

The reader will notice a message which I am to deliver to 
Mr. Wm. Oxley, which should have been given by the Sen­
sitive more than two years ago. Without some explanation 
all will pass without understanding its meaning. About 
the time referred to, I was having a seance with the 
Sensitive, and in full daylight down came a packet con 
taining a large cabinet-size photograph, and one or two 
photos, carte de visite size, and a long letter from Mr. 
Oxley to the Sensitive. The packet fell right in front, a 
few inches from my pen. I opened it. examiued the photos, 
read a portion of the letter referred to in the latter part of 
this control, and put them again into the envelope, and put 
it under my writing pad.

When the seance was over, and the Sensitive had been 
restored to his normal state, he told me of the letter and 
the photographs which he had received from Mr. Oxley, 
and said he had intended to bring them to show to me, but 
had forgotten them. I said nothing about their being 
under my pad; but I asked him to bring them when next 
he came. After he had gone I showed them to one or two 
callers, who came in shortly after, to whom I told the story, 
and only got laughed at. I showed the pictures and the 
letter, and put them down before me. As soon as my visi­
tors had gone, I commenced writing to Mr. Oxley, telling 
him what had happened; I had been writing for about 
twenty minutes, when I had to go into the adjoining room 
for a few minutes. When I returned the photos, the letters, 
and the envelope were gone. No one could have entered 
my room. My outer door was fastened, mud the only key 
besides my own, was that of the laundress, who never comes 
except at stated times. I searched my cha mbers thorough­
ly, that day and the next; but uo packet was to be found 
Four days after this, I saw a packet in one of the nes.nl 
pigeon holes, which I had previously searched unsuccess­
fully, and cleared out every hole. I took the packet dovn, 
and found the missing photos and letter. I put it before 
me, and had just commenced writing to Mr. Oxley in con­
tinuation of the letter commenced previously, when I had to 
get up to auswer a knock at my door, which 1 answered and 
returned to my writing; but photos, letter, and envelope 
had again disappeared, and nothing more did I hear of 
them for eight months, when the Sensitive told me that they 
had lately been found in the glass case, from which he in­
tended to have brought them to me.

I tell this for the benefit of the Psychical Research Com­
mittee. Possibly some day they may be permitted to have 
an examination of the Sensitive and get something that will 
astonish them, but unless they are permiUed, and not other­
wise, would they get anything that would repay the trouble, 
as the conditions they would impose are not such as onr 
unseen friends would accept. I believe, if the so-called 
investigators, after seeing several well-developed mediums 
at a meeting, examined, stripped, and put in other clothes; 
every door, window, and plank of the floor examined in full 
light, were then ironed themselves, and placed at some short 
distance from the medium and sitters with faith, they would, 
as soon as the lights were subdued, receive a lesson they 
would not forget. This might not happen on the first, 
second, or third sitting, but half a dozen sittings would not 
take place before something would happen that would asto­
nish them. The story of Mesmer, in the body of the con­
trol, with a slight change, might well be applied; only 
change the chains from the sensitives to the investigators. 
Were I to narrate my own experiences alone, believers in 
spiritual communion would simply say, they are no more 
than what hundreds of others have had, there is nothing, 
to us, wonderful in them ; whilst the outsider would, in ail 
probability, say : “ W e do not believe you.” Let them go 
their course, and let us take no trouble to convince them. 
They will some day find out who are the fools in the mat­
ter.



SPIRITUALISM AND CHRISTIANITY.
THE AMERICAN SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

A propectus has been received replying to a circular of the 
Amerioan Institute of Christian Philosophy, which is headed 
by a formidable array of D.D.s and LL.D.s aB vice-presidents. 
This “  response ” on the part of the Spiritualists, and which was 
“  adopted by the American Spiritualist Alliance, at a meeting 
held on Dec. 11, 1882,” is subscribed to by Henry Kiddle, 
President; Henry J. Newton, 1st Vice-President; Charles 
Partridge, 2nd Vice-President ; Nelson Cross, Treasurer;
S. B. Brittan, M.D., who constitute the Committee. Some of 
these are the oldest and most honoured names in American 
Spiritualism.

The “  response ” quotes the opinions of popular divines on 
the religious situation, and thus proceeds :—

“  Thus all these representative Christian thinkers and ex­
positors of Christian thought, seem to realize the great need 
o f special effort at this time to counteract the tendency of 
this age toward what is called infidelity or rationalism, and 
to restrain the worldliness of the people, caused by their in­
difference to spiritual things. The American Spiritualist Alli­
ance, an organization recently formed and incorporated, for 
the purpose of ‘ promoting the diffusion of spiritual religion,’ 
is also awake to the need of ameliorating the condition of soci­
ety, and ennobling the principles and incentives that charac­
terize human conduct, by diffusing a knowledge of spiritual 
truth among all classes of people. They, too, are shocked at the 
* wordlineBs ’ that prevails so widely—both among Christians 
and anti-Christians—and they feel impelled to ask, who is re­
sponsible for this ? ”

Then follows a catalogue of popular enormities going on full 
swing in American Society, notwithstanding that all sorts of 
Churches, Chapels, and Synagogues, are going on full blast. 
But it is found that many of the evil doers have been educated 
in the Christain faith or are actually fashionable Church mem­
bers. These flaunt their wealth in the face of the world, but, 
with their preachers combined, seem to be unable to “  cope 
with the giants of negation or materialism,” or restrain the 
tide of vice. “  Truly,” says the “  response,” “  it is desirable to 
utilize the play-time of the ministers of the gospel; for vast 
is tho harvest to be gathered, while the labourers, if not few, 
are confessedly unequal to the task of gathering it.”

Then it is asked—“ Whero is the Master’s Spirit to-day,” ? 
How can its force be regained ? “ Will the delivery of a few 
learned essays by the intellectual ‘ giants of Christian philoso­
phy,’ or their publication in the ‘ Christian Philosophy Quar­
terly," serve to infuse into Christendom new light and new life? 
Will this reach the millions to whom the very word 1 Christian’ 
has become an abomination—who are filled with disgust at 
the inharmony and inconsistency, the selfishness and tho hy­
pocrisy, that now characterize professional Christianity ? It 
is not ‘ thoistic philosophy ’ that is required in these days ; it 
is spiritual truth built on demonstrable facts—facts strong 
enough to overwhelm scientific scepticism, materialistic nega­
tion, and agnostic indifference; facts proving to mankind that 
their lives do not end at the grave, but that the so-called dead 
still live in spirit, and are able, under certain conditions, to 
manifest their existence and their presence with us ; that the 
earth sphere is now, as formerly, open to the visits of angels, 
who bring to us a knowledge of the future life, its conditions 
and responsibilities, as well as its awful retributions, and are 
ever pouring out on all mankind who will receive it a blessed 
influx of spiritual light and strength. There is, indeed, now 
the very pontecostal outpouring of spirit power which, the 
ministers say, tho churches need, while thoy are willfully 
closing their eyes to it.”

In addition to this phenomenal spirituality, the “  rosponse” 
adds :—“  There must come a mighty impulse to the minds and 
hearts of men, which will sweep away passion, pomp, pride, 
and every kind of selfishness, with the force of the torrent that 
rushes down the mountain side. A new spiritual power must 
come from heaven, whence all previous outpourings have 
come.” But what do the “  Christian philosophers of this 
time ” ?—“  Scorning the ‘ spiritual gifts ’ which St. Paul cher­
ished and commended; spurning all additional evidence of 
man’s immortality, though the welkin is ringing with the glad 
voices of angels, that are now bringing that blessed assurance 
to  humanity , trying to explain away the very foundation of 
men’s faith in the facts of Christianity, while disowning or 
discrediting those facts as supernatural, they yet talk of ‘ re-ad­
justing religious methods to modern conditions,’ thus pander­
ing to the materialistic spirit of the timeB, while they admit 
that ‘ what is needed most of all is a bringing back of the spirit 
of the pentecostal period.’ ’’

Thus having presented the condition of affairs, the “  re­
sponse ” of the Alliance presents the peculiar remedy of Spiri­
tualism :—“  Scientists have investigated and accepted i t ; law­
yers and jurists have analysed the evidence upon which it rests, 
and have pronounced it genuine ; and clergymen, who have 
tried it impartially and in the spirit of humility and prayer, 
have recognized it as not only reaL, but ethically and spiri­
tually Christian. Through this now despised source of spiritual

enlightenment is presented the demonstrated truth required to 
overcome the materialism and agnosticism now so prevalent, 
and to show to all mankind the true relations between this 
world and the next—the world of matter and the world of 
spirit. This, and this alone, can check—has, indeed, already 
checked—the efforts of those who ‘ are endeavouring to array 
the laws, facts, and recent discoveries of science into godless 
systems; ’ for it affords the basis of a counter science—the 
science of spirit— against which the waves of materialism and 
infidelity to spiritual truth will dash themselves in vain. This, 
and this only, offers to the churches that vitalizing element 
which those who issue this circular say they need, in order 
that they may be saved from the ‘ dry rot ’ which is now, 
confessedly, bringing about their decline; for this revelation 
gives demonstration instead of mere faith, and substitutes fjaot 
for sentiment. Religious truth, like all other truth, must be 
reasonable, or it will not be accepted; and no invectives 
against rationalism will avail to compel tho reasoning, think­
ing minds of this age to accept as true what shocks their un­
derstanding. There is profound wisdom in what the Rev. J.
K. Funk, D.D., has recently said : ‘ The developed spirit is its 
own spiritual touchstone for spirit truths.’ In the enunciation 
of this, perhaps the grandest truth of tho prosent age, is 
sounded the knell of ecclesiasticism and sacerdotalism, for it 
makes every man his own church and his own priest. It pro­
claims the death of authority, and makes the individual mind 
and conscience its own supreme judge, responsible to God 
alone.

“  That those who profess to be the ministers of God should 
permit the ‘ supernatural ’ to eclipse the spiritual, is truly 
amazing ; and also that one of the ‘ giants ’ of Christian in- 
tellectualism should be able to ‘ conceive that Christianity as 
a supernatural [spiritual] force might die out ’ without impair­
ing ‘ the strength and beauty of modern life.’ But against 
this remarkable statement it is proper to cite that of another 
exponent of progressive and aggressive Christianity (Rev. J.
II. Funk, D.D.) :—‘ During the past thirty years, not any one 
cause has contributed more to the stupendous impulse which 
materialism has manifested, than the recoil of the church from 
the supernatural, through its abhorrenoe of Spiritualistic phe­
nomena. As has been strongly said, we have well-nigh cut 
the throat of Christianity to[get rid of Spiritualism.’ The spirit­
ual, as well as tho physical universe of God must be recognized 
by those who would be truly his ministers and servants ; and 
they must see in the phenomena of the former as in the latter, 
the operation o f eternal, unchangeable law ; not special, make­
shift interpositions of supernatural power, designed to sup­
plement or correct the imperfections of infinitely perfect Wis­
dom and limitless Beneficence.”

Such is an abridgement of this voice from experienced spiri­
tualists to the leaders of Christian Churches in America.

MR. PLACE IS A SPIRITUALIST, NOT A PRIMITIVE.
Mr. Burns.—Dear Sir,—I have come to the conclusion that 

it is best to write to you concerning my so-called “  conver­
sion.” I must say that never being a Primitive Methodist, I 
thought that their religion must be something better than any 
other; so, foolishly, I joined their society, got, as they say, 
“  converted,” and have found since that I have been only a 
tool in their hands, for, as I understand, a purpose of their 
own. Tho reason I write is, because I believe that Spiritualism 
is tho only Ism that has any common sense about it.

No sooner had I gone among the Primitives than they 
said: We must have your conversion as a testimony to the 
world, to show people the sin of spirit-communion. I stated 
that I did not want it put in print, and I did tell them so. But 
they said : Oh, wo must have it printed by all means; and I 
said, I would rather not.

I do not mean to say anything disrespectful of them public­
ly, but I mean to say this: that I have been the meaqs of a 
scandal to that religion which, to me, has been a light in the 
darkness, and has brought to me the knowledge that angels are 
ever hovering near to protect and guide those who will be led.

I have been too hasty, and have let my body run into cir­
cumstances that my common sense told mo was wrong. I am 
a medium, and, being so, I always shall allow that I can never 
be doing right till I have shown to the world »that I am no 
impostor ; though there are some who would like me to say I 
imposed, but I never did, nor never shall. God knows I want 
to do right. May He help mo to speak His word, by His 
agents, the spirits of truth. I know that I cannot take away 
the sting, but I can honestly say that I will try to live, and, 
during th% years that roll along, try to make reparation for 
tho wrong that I may have dono you as a body of Spiritualists.

There are a few things that I have said in my remarks that 
you are at liberty to extract, if you think they are worthy of 
public notice. With these few remarks I conclude to remain, 
yours sinoerely, S a m u el  P la c e .

190, Crompton Road, Macclesfield, January 6, 1883.
[We remember Mr. Place’s name in the announcements for­

merly as a speaker, and now suspect it was him, who was 
discussed in the Medium  a few weeks ago, as having been con­
verted to Primitive Methodism from mediumship, it being 
insinuated that his pretence of spirit-control had but little 
foundation. Mr. Place is quite a stranger to us.—Ed. M.]



SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OP THE MEDIUM 
For the year 1883 in Great Britain,

As there will be 62 A umbers o f the Medium issued tin 1883, the price 
will be—

One oopy, post free, .veekly 0 2 . per annum 0 8 8
Two copies „ 0 4 •• 0 17 4
Three „ >> II 0 Si i i 1 8 10
Four „ • I l» 0 71 i i 1 12 6
Five „ • • II 0 9 1 19 0
Six „ II  II 0 101 •• i i 2
Thirteen II It 1 6 2 18
Additional copies, post tree, l"d . each per week, or 6s. 6d. per year.

THE " M ED IU M "  FOB 1883 P 0 3 T  FREE ABROAD.
One copy will be sent weekly to all parti o f Europe, United 8tates> 

and British North America, for  8s. 8d.
To India, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and nearly all other 

countries, fo r  10s. lOd.
Money Orders may now be sent from  nearly every country and colonV 

to London through the Post Office. In other cases a draft on London, or 
paper currency, may be remitted.

All orders for copies, and communications for  the Editor, should be 
addressed to Ur. J ames B urns, Office of the M e dium , 15, Southampton 
Row, Holborn, London, W.C.

The Medium is sold by all newsvendors, and supplied by the wholesale 
rode generally.

Advertisements inserted in the M edium  at id .p er  line. A series by 
contract.

Legacies on behalf o f the Cause should be left in the name o f  “  James 
Burns.”

SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK AT THE 
SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW.

T h ursday .—School of Spiritual Teachers at 8 o'clock.
Tuesday.— Mr. Towns, Clairvoyance, at 8 o'clock.

T H E  M E D I U M  A N D  D A Y B R E A K .
FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 1883.

INSTITUTION WEEK RESPONSES.
A reader who obtains his M edium  weekly from a local 

newsagent, sends a sovereign to the Spiritual Institution as a 
new year’s gift. He adds :—

“  Like yourself I have for tho last few years been fighting a 
hard nphill fight and could not respond as my heart prompted, 
when I read your call for help in the M edium . Olt have I felt 
that if I had half o f the wealth that some Spiritualists possess, 
I would have swept off with a few strokes of the pen across a 
cheque the whole of the Liabilities.”

There is no use in trying to answer all the kind letters that 
have come to hand and come flowing in daily. To give an 
autograph reply would take all our time. There is not ou that 
account any disregard on our part of the goodwill and kind 
acts of those who write to us.

Wo are grateful for the help which comes in the form of £1, 
or 10s. for the Medium  for 1883, the excess being towards the 
Liabilities or support of the Spiritual Institution. As in the 
case of the letter quoted above, there are many who would 
help if they could. To all such we would say, that we make 
no difference in act or sentiment between rich and poor, gen­
erous or parsimonious. Our duty is done ,to all alike. The 
poor man who barely can pay for his paper, frequently does 
more in proportion to his means, than he who gives much. 
We judge the means o f no one, but leave it to be guided by the 
genuine impulses of their own better nature

A lady in remitting her annual subscription to Medium  and 
Spiritual Institution, thus writes:—“ I send you all good 
wishes for the new year. I hope you will meet with more 
success than you have received. Why, I wonder, are those 
who are so willing, able to do so little ? I have a very good 
will but little means. Perhaps I can do a little by my per­
sonal influfnce. I do not hold my tongue about Spiritualism. 
People listen and are impressed, and then begin to try for 
themselves; and then we know that the first step is taken 
which may lead to a full knowledge.” The ‘ will ” is all im­
portant; the “  means ” come in as secondary. After all, this 
question of “ personal influence” overtops all •tilers. A 
hundred Spiritualists speaking the right word in season is 
better than if they each subscribed a shilling a wTeek to pay 
rent, fees and other expenses for some one to talk for them. 
The chief blessing of Spiritualism is that it permits us the 
great delight of teaching others ; and only as we supply light 
to our neighbour, does our own spiritual torch burn brighter.

Mr. George B. Baxtrem, South Bank, in remitting the con­
tribution of his family circle, writes:—“  I wish you every 
success in this work. Since July last I have been sitting with 
my family, and really we are getting on well for the short

time in seeing and talking. I thank you for the papers yon 
sent me on Jan. 28, 1882, from which I have gained a deal of 
information.” An important use of the Spiritual Institution is 
to supply printed, written, and verbal information to inquirers. 
It is a publio Institution, and it must derive public support to 
defray the expenses. We rejoice at Mr. Baxtrem’s success, 
and thank him and his family for their grateful remembrance 
of our slight service.

T h ird  L is t .

Mrs. A ............................................ 0 1 4
B. 0 ................................................. 0 4 0
Mrs. J. S im pson.......................... 2 1 4
Mr. John A sh b y .......................... 0 0 4
Mrs. Raeburn .......................... 0 11 4
Mr. O. L. Carlisle .............. 0 2 6
Mr. Wortley .......................... 1 0 0
Mr. Wm. Harrison .............. 0 5 0
Miss S. H u g h e s .......................... 0 10 0
Mr. John Hall .......................... 0 5 101
Mr. A. Kyd .......................... 1 0 0
Violet ...................................... 0 6 0
S. M................................................. 2 0 0
E. M................................................ 0 10 6
Mr. James Howard .............. ... »... 0 2 6
Mrs. Mason .............. 0 1 0
J. R. W........................................... 0 1 4
Mrs. Pearson .......................... 0 2 6
Mr. Wm. Ames ........................... 0 2 6
Mrs. L. Burnham........................... 0 0 6
Mrs. Pophara .......................... 0 11 4
Mr. Wm. Whitley ... 0 12 4
Mr. 0. D av ieson .......................... 1 1 0
Mr. Thomas Farrall ............... 0 11 4
Mr. W. Wilks .......................... 0 5 0
Mr. S. Jaggar 0 1 4
Mr. Wm. Metherell .............. 0 4 0
Mr. G. E. Baxtrem and family:—G. B. Baxtrem, 

2s.; Hannah Baxtrem, Is .; John Baxtrem, 2s.; 
George, 2s.; William, 2 s .; Alfred, 6d.; Rose, 6d.; 
Caroline, 3d. .................................................. 0 10 t

Collected by Mr. R. Wightman: 
2s. 6d.; Mrs. Mancel, Is...................

—Mr. Bent,
0 2 e

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
Mr. J. Eales, Auckland Park, in remitting the contributU 

of his family circle, describes himself as “ a Non-smoker, v 
Good Templar, and best of all, a Spiritualist.” These thw 
things aught to hang together. Narcotics too often absorb 
means that would be of immense benefit to the world, if spent 
in the proper direction.

Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten met with a most cordial re­
ception at St. Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street, Oxford Stmt, 
on Sunday ovening, and spoke in her accustomed eloquent 
manner. She will deliver another oration on Sunday evening, 
at the same place, at 7 o’clock.

Mrs. Ashman intends carrying on the work so well established 
by her late husband. She bag had great experience, and has 
at her command former assistants who are well acquainted 
with Mr. Ashman’s method. The Embrocation which he com­
pounded would make any one a healer by using it properly. 
Everybody should be a healer, and the shortest road to it is to 
rub in this excellent embrocation.

Domestic Med iu m siiip .—One of onr readers writes “ My 
little daughter sings Italian beautifully when under control, 
though she does not know one word of tho language But I 
should never think of allowing her to sit with any ono but 
those of my own family circle. A medium ought to be pro­
tected, as you have often Baid.” There are thousands of such 
mediums in modern civilization, and they give a spiritual 
ground-work to the present age. Drag them forth and make 
them professionals, and you pollute the spiritual stream. 
Spiritualism never made such grand progress as at present.

A gentleman writing from New York, who knows much 
about Oah.-pe, says :—“  I am aware that out of this book will 
spring the fundamental principles for a universal religion for 
all people. But it will take a long time: people so incline to 
run after ancient inspirations, instead of the Ever Present. 
Oa h spe , also, must not become a standard ; it is but a sample. 
Man must learn to live in such a way that inspiration is with 
him, and within him, without any book.” Our correspondent 
underlines tho last sentence. It is the only true gospel, and 
it is borne out in Oahspe.



A N T  I V A C C I N A T I O N .

THE VACCINATION LAWS.
A public meeting was held last evening at the St. Pancras 

Vestry Hall, under the auspices of the St. Pancras Anti-Com­
pulsory Vaccination Society, for the purpose of considering the 
prevailing system of compulsory vaccination. The attendance 
was large, and many ladies were present. Mr. Daniel Grant, 
M.P., occupied the chair, whilst upon the platform were several 
medical men, members of boards of guardians, and others. Mr. 
Grant, in opening the proceedings, said it was only right he 
should state the exact position be assumed in acting as'chair- 
man ; he was not there either as an advocate of vaccination or 
anti-vaccination, but was there to assist, as far as he could, the 
discussion of what he believed to be a very great and important 
question. The points upon which vaccination turned were 
three in number—the first was whether vaccination had power 
to prevent the spread of Small-pox ; secondly, if it had that 
power, whether there were greater evils incidental to its use 
which would annul its value ; and thirdly, whethor sanitation 
in its fullest aspect was a power which would possess greater 
force than vaccination itself. The Chairman next alluded to 
the statements made by Drs. Edmunds, Buchanan, and Guy in 
support of vaccination, and quoted figures showing the great 
increase of deaths from Small-pox since the year 1851.—Mr. 
Tebb then moved, “ That, in the opinion of this meeting, the 
enforcement by Act of Parliament of any medical operation is 
an outrage on personal freedom and a violation of constitutional 
law, whilst the infliction of penalties under the Vaccination 
Acts greatly harasses and oppresses many of the most upright 
and law-abiding of her Majesty’s subjects. This meeting, 
therefore, pledges itself to use all lawful means to accomplish 
the repeal of the Vaccination Acts.”—Mr. Levy, in seconding 
the motion, said the only people who had taken the trouble to 
inquire into the subject of vaccination were those who appealed 
against it. Dr. Bell, amid great disturbance and laughter, 
spoke in favour of vaccination. The resolution was then put 
to the meeting, and carried, with only two dissentients. Other 
resolutions in favour of anti-vaccination were also carried, and 
the meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the chairman.

A letter circulated among the public vaccinators, leading 
physicians and surgeons, various authorities, and others taking 
an interest in the subject of vaccination throughout England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, has been issued by Dr. Montague D. 
Mackuna, late medical superintendent of Fulham Small-pox 
Hospital, with the object of ascertaining the opinions hold as 
to the portective powers of vaccination against small-pox as 
to what diseases have been occasioned or intensified by vaccin­
ation, as to the quantity and quality of vaccination as deter­
mined by the cicatrices; as to the relative values of humanised 
and animal lymph, both as regards efficacy and safety ; as to 
the relations subsisting between variola and vaccinia and the 
theory of vaccination; and as to how far unsanitary con­
ditions are responsible for small-pox epidemics, and how far 
can small-pox bo controlled by improved sanitation.

A man named Bnrman, who recently underwent seven days 
imprisonment at Derby for refusing to have his child vaccin­
ated is to receive £20 damages and all costs from the prison 
govornor, who put his prisoner to hard labour contrary to the 
terms of the commitment. This will settle an action brought 
by Burman against the governor.—“  Daily Chronicle,” J an- 
uary 10.

SPIRITUALISM AND THE SALVATION ARMY.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,— We have carried our publio 

meetings on here for the last twelve months, every Sunday 
night, with success ; and, at the present time, we are having a 
grand harvest. The Salvation Army having found its way 
here, they are holding their meetings in the hall, after we are 
done on Sunday nights, and people flock to the hall before we 
start, to get good seats. So, therefore, we are lecturing to a 
great number of people. A better opportunity has never been 
given to Spiritualists than is given to us, to spread tho grand 
Truths of Spiritualism. And let us hope that each one connec­
ted with this society will endeavour to play their parts, and 
strive to give food unto those that are noedful.— Yours,

J ohn  P r in g le , Sec.
Downs Square, Hetton, January 10, 1888.

LIABILITIES FUND.
Blank paper (Southport), 2s. 6d., (received a few weeks 

ago). Mr. Turner 2s. and 8s.
Some oontributions havo been placed in Institution Week 

Lists.

THE SPIRITUAL TEACHER.
THE GREAT WORK OF SPIRITUALISM. 

A b str a ct  of a  D iscourse  d e l iv e r e d  a t  t h e  S p ir it u a l  
I n stitu tio n , on  S u n d a y  E v e n in g , J a n u a r y  7.

By J. BURNS, O.S.T.
Reading from Oa h s p e , Book of Es xiii.; Establishment of the 

United States Republic, apd Doctrines of Thomas Paine.

“  Behold, I make all things New.”—Rev. xii., 5.
It is a fatal error to suppose that it is the work of Spiritual­

ism alone to bring man into communion with the spirits of the 
departed. To do so would be a very questionable proceeding, 
unless qualified and directed by other considerations. For, 
what kind of spirits do you intend to introduce man to ? Unless 
wo have some control in the selection of our communicants, 
we had better be cautious. To sit down passively, and invito 
any sort, or all sorts, of spirits to control you, is surely not a 
wise act.

That man may be thus controlled. Modern Spiritualism 
affords abundant evidence, and that ho may be controlled by 
spirits of all grades, except those most desirable, is equally 
clear. The principle of subjection being involved in this con­
trol businoss, it is not to be wondered at if all kinds of airs 
and pretentions be assumed not quite compatible with the 
results.

That spirit-control is normal to some organizations it would 
be folly to deny ; but it is not so to all who attempt it. That 
good and elevated spirits control mediums without enslaving 
them, is a truth, but not in all cases. It may be presumed 
that, as all sublunary things give evidence of imperfection, 
the greater amount of controls are of Buch a class that leaves 
room for desirable improvement.

Is this not, then, an argument against Spiritualism ? Not 
at all. But it is an argument against the view of Spiritualism 
held by certain parties. Many erroneously think that Spirit­
ualism consists in “  abnormal states,” and a ( omplete posses­
sion of the individual by spirits. This is not so, though it may 
be quite the thing in exceptional cases. Spiritualism makes a 
man more himself than it found him. It puts him under the 
control of his own spirit, and evokes the divine powers thereof, 
so that it is an infallible guide, or there is no spiritual light in 
the Universe at all. It is only the pure in heart that see God: 
the light is in ourselves.

Now, it is necessary to point out that the law of spiritual 
control, or co-operation, is a universal law, and not limited 
simply to such as are distinctively called mediums. To be a 
medium is, to some extent, one thing, and to have a conscious 
spiritual faculty, and thereby co-operate with the spirit-world, 
is another thing. The methods adapted to the one class, do 
not avail in the other cases ; so that not only waste of time, 
but injury is done in futile attempts at development by those 
who are not adapted to be phenomenal mediums. All cannot 
bo such; but all may co-operate with the spirit-world, and 
intellectually apprehend spiritual principles, or even succeod 
jo the spiritual consciousness in somo degree.

Mediumship of itself is a weak and deceptive reed to loan 
upon. There are mediums through whom spirits have come 
and eased the pains of many a mourner, but who when 
bereaved, are inconsolable. They are simply a machine for 
spirits, but without a spiritual faculty for their own use. There 
are those who are excellent mediums for various purposes, 
except to take care of themselves and put their gift to high 
and holy uses, so that not infrequently they revert into sheer 
apostacy and materialism. Moro satisfactory, then, is it to 
have a light and strength within one’s own spirit than to havo 
to depend on the ministrations of spirits, or the services of 
other mediums. And this is also the best guarantee that 
mediums can have for their safety, and the beneficent uso of 
their powers.

Let it be said that personal spiritual culture is tho true 
office of Modern Spiritualism ; not that such a process may 
supercede mediumship, but that it may be tho best means for 
its development and utilization. Can I be a medium of any 
kind? is frequently asked. Can I be of some little use in the 
spiritual work ? The idea is entertained that by “  sitting,” 
the ability to do spiritual work may be induced; whereas, 
there are two forms of usefulness ; the medium, and the normal 
worker. A person may havo mediumistic development with­
out spiritual development, and a person may havo spiritual 
development without being a medium ; and yet it is possible to 
have both, which is the highest of all.

It is not known generally, that for non-mediums to become 
mediums it is best to be active in moral, intellectual, and 
progressive work, and sit only sparingly in circles. It is not 
when such persons are sitting in circles that they gain power, 
but, on the contrary, when they are actively engaged in somo 
good work. Go to the circle and you get tho power drainod 
out of you: go to work for God and tho spirit world, and you 
gain power.



Sit down for spirit control without attending’ to your own 
spiritual advancement, and you lay yourself open to low 
influences who have as little aspiration in tli6ir lives as you 
have yourself. But, on the other hand, engage actively in 
some purpose to serve the interests of mankind, and you place 
yourself en rapport with progressive spirits, the doers of the 
Father’s will. The basis of a true and beneficent spiritual 
movement must be the individual spiritual activity of every 
man and woman, all doing their little share in promoting the 
world’s advancement, and in sympathy, aiding one another to 
seek power from on high to enable them to do so.

In this light the work of Spiritualism assumes extended pro­
portions. It makes “  all things new not only for once, but it 
is renewing them continually. It is a basic life flowing into all 
forms of human effort and making them glorious and beneficent. 
The man who takes up any good cause is the means of making 
it a channel for spiritual action, as far as his individual 
development will permit.

We will glance at a few of the “  things” that the work of the 
Spirit will make “  new

A Now Religion as a basis is an essential. A new religion 
means new gods : new objects and methods of divine service. 
The Supreme Being of the Universe, the Creator, must bo rein­
stated in men’s affections as the Highest. The worship 
accorded to a (said to bo) crucified Jew, as God, or a part of 
God, is a crime of stupendous enormity : it is a crimo against 
the Ever Present, God ; a crime against the Nazarene, or who­
ever he may have been ; and it is a crime against humanity. 
And it is a fruitful source of crimo universal. The whole of 
Society from top to bottom is full of rottenness, which cannot 
be cleaned out while this degrading system of anthropolatry 
exists. For man to worship one of his kind as God, is a 
proceeding so inconsistent with spiritual health, that it must 
needs inundate the world with devilry.

A New Government comes next in order. Misdirection of 
the government of the universe opens the doorfor misdirection 
in human governments. The arrogance that can prompt man 
to make a God of one who is said to have said : “  There is 
none good but one, that is, God,” iB ready to go to painful ex­
tremes In the “  divine right” of ruling and plundering his 
fellows.

New Legislation is a crying want. It will come. At pre­
sent the aim of Christian legislature seems to be to make every 
man a criminal. You dare not do anything till you find out 
whether a law has been made to permit you. A parent is a 
criminal if he persists in keeping the blood of his child pure, 
and will not havo it contaminated with the matter from a sore, 
of a beast, or human being. This is only a sample of the laws 
that require to be made “  new.”

A New Social System, with new arrangements respecting 
property and industry, will come without doubt. At present, 
man’s efforts are largely occupied with poisoning, plundering 
and degrading his fellows. Everywhere impediments are 
placed in the way of that basic form of industry which leads to 
the production of food, and the proper use of God’s land. Any 
nefarious trade may be embarked in with small capital and light 
license, but the tax on food producers in the shape of rent is 
just upon the point of being prohibitory.

New Habits and Tastes would next follow. Many destruc­
tive habits are now indulged in because Christian legislation 
has made it easier for a panderer to vice to get a living, than 
an honest and legitimate producer.

A New Medical System has been formulating itself those 
last two generations. It seems absurd to poison a man be­
cause he is sick, and to keep the people in such a state of dark­
ness and evil habits, that the employment of a* army of 
druggers may be necessary. At present so-called medical men 
oppose every hygienic art that is calculated to render mankind 
independent of their services.

A New Systom of Education is loudly called for. The 
wretched system of school cramming is bringing up a genera­
tion of helpless things, fit for nothing but to be waited on. 
They are the proper kind of urchins to provide recruits for the 
vicious systems that are in vogue, and which must be sup­
planted by the truth.

A New form of Art will manifest itself, in which tho spirit­
ually beautiful and true will be represented in such a way as 
to educate and stimulate man’s spiritual intuitions.

A New Poetry will didactically express spiritual truths that 
range higher than the at present developed powers of the 
reasoning faculties.

A New Music will give voice to the exalted sentiments of 
the soul, and raise mankind to a plane in advance of the foul 
swamp in which they now wallow morally.

A New Science will explain the true nature of phenomena, 
and their relation to the human spirit.

A New Philosophy seeks to take within its comprehensive 
grasp, tho scope and purpose of, not only tho external phase 
of human life, but the states of being that extend throughout 
all time and space.

A New Literature will amuse, interest, elevate, instruct. 
Surely our spiritual literature has run to seed. The rehash of 
newspaper paragraphs and ghost stories, in five-shilling 
volumes, indicates the nefarious poverty of our denominational 
book makers.

But why enumerate ? “  All things ” are to be made
“  N ew !”

When some little progress has been made in this renew- 
ment, then we may hope something for spirit-communion. 
Most minds aro in a state of such chaotic darkness on all of 
these important points, that it is impossible for the spirit-world 
to got a scintillation of truth through them.

Do not ask : “  What sort of a medium am I ?” “  How shall I 
sit for development ?" Be a medium for Almighty God. Begin 
by acknowledging Him as Supreme over All. Set to work to 
effect U is purposes in yourself and in others. Do not “  sit ” for 
development: get up and work for development. See what 
you can do to make “  new ’’ the many effete and rotten con­
ditions that fester in Modern Society. Then you will be a 
medium indeed. The inspiration of the All Light will be your 
chief control, and tho angels of the higher heavens will be 
your work-mates. When you speak, it will not be simply tho 
dictum of any one spirit, but tho sharp edgo of Divine Truth 
will be felt in your utterance, and the influence of the angelic 
heavens will ornament and beautify the mos.t lowly sentences.

On this broad basis and deep foundation let Spiritualists all 
work, and they will commence a work of true spiritual 
development, which will not only yield the most astonishing 
examples of phenomenal mediumship, but will adorn the soul 
of non-mediums and mediums alike with spiritual gifts, which 
will sparkle for ever in the house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.

SPIRITUAL POLITY.
THE EVIL OF OVERHEALING AND CIRCLE SITTING.

The announcement of Mr. Ashpian’s passing away has called 
forth universal regret. No one could form any idea of how 
much ho was valued and respected. From distant parts of the 
country grateful tokens come of benefits conferred by the 
unselfish healer in past years. It is astonishing to observe 
what a mountain of good a man can quietly affect in a dozen 
years of unselfish to il; thus writes a lady :—“ I was concerned 
to road that we have lost kind and genial Mb. Ashman. He 
did mo great service nourly nine years ago, in curing a rheu­
matic affection in my ankle, that had been pronounced well- 
nigh incurable. I have never had a pain since. I am so 
grieved that he should havo suffered so much at the last.”

Tho question of human destiny is beyond man's conception : 
—Who shall say that Mr. Ashman did wrong in his devotion 
to his work V But what is right for one, in that respect, is not 
for another. He lived in acts not years alone, and left all 
things in a smooth condition for those who have to follow him. 
Life is for use, but the question is— How to use it for the best 
purpose. A gentleman in a distant part of the country writes: 
—“  I have read, with much regret and interest, to-day, o f  Mr. 
Ashman’s death. Your description of his symptoms called 
back all the horrors that I have passed through. The circle 
sitting and healing made mo quite unfit for work; in fact, I 
was fast killing myself. I altogether desisted, except in cases 
in my own family. The reason of my being affected too much 
is, that I am too intense over everything I take in hand. I 
had to work hard ; I was healing, mesmerizing, sitting in cir­
cle every day, until my physical part gave way, and nearly 
my mental. I still occasionally feel a terrible desire to heal.” 
This information we think it wise to publish. There is nothing 
but can be overdone, and then the Cause itself gets the blame. 
Circles, and all sorts of circles, aro not fit for everyone. The 
more spiritual tho temperament tho less can a circle be en­
dured. This matter we have discussed in tho past, and must 
return to it again.

Those of a volatilo temperament, in whom nervo-fluid occu­
pies much of tho bulk of tho body, havo to bo sparing in the 
excitement of the fluid and the giving of it off. Such persons 
become deeply confirmed in any habit, especially when it iB 
associated with excitement and emission of force. Such re­
quire to lead uniform lives, and isolate themselves from 
exciting surroundings. Of late we understand that Mr. 
Ashman attended Blue Ribbon Army meetings a good deal; 
and as all kinds of platform proceedings excited him greatly 
and drew from him, we would attribute the final crisis very 
much to these circumstances. The Salvation Army nuisance, 
and all sorts of mountebank goody-gcodyism, are the death of 
all but those of tho lowest organic characteristics.

Another quotation:—“ I often think you must have a mar­
vellous constitution to go through the work, and mental strain 
and worry of business that you have these last sixteen years. 
A meat-eater or alcohol-imbiber could not have done it.” Our 
dietetic habits aro a great assistance. We have, as a basis, a 
sound constitution, inured from youth to hard work in the open 
air. Another thing is, we keep out of public meetings and 
promiscuous circles, and, above all, seek to be guided by the 
Light within: we are our own modium ! There are two forces: 
an external force, proceeding from others, which draws from 
us and pulls us down ; then there is an internal force, pro­
ceeding from Almighty God, which holds us together und 
builds us up. This is true of every human being, and the 
highest Spiritualism is to learn to know it and live by it.



HUMAN BROTHERHOOD.
THE COMPLIMENTARY PRESENTATION TO MISS 

LOTTIE FOWLER.
A S uccessful  S it tin g  w it h  M iss  F o w le r .

T o the Editor of the Me d iu m .—Lottie Fowler is a medium, 
whose public life in the service of Spiritualism, I  believe has 
been free from taint. Seeing that some kind friend is propos­
ing to give her some assistance, I thought a short account of 
a long and remarkable seance I had with her some time ago, 
may not be uninteresting. The following account is extracted 
from notes made at the time:—

A few years ago, a nephow of mine, of whom I was vory 
fond, got accidentally drowned while bathing in the sea. He 
was a bright, intelligent boy, and had occasionally had sittings 
with me. I folt his loss acutely, and was vory anxious to got 
a communication trorn him, through a medium not knowing 
the circumstances. I forthwith went to London and called 
upon Miss Fowler, without giving my name or address or 
object of my visit. I told her I wished to have a sitting. Her 
first words on passing into the trance were :—“  You come on a 
mission, not for pleasure.”  She then told me many of the 
leading incidents of my life, described minutely my wife and 
other members of the household, my surroundings, business, 
etc. She accurately told me how many brothers and sisters I 
had living, how many I had dead. She said : “  Your mother is 
dead; she died some years ago,” and described her. “  You 
have a brother in America;”  all of which was correct. She 
then gave an elaborate description of two recent funerals in 
my family, with incidents in connection with them. She also 
described and gave the name of a spirit guide, which was a 
corroboration of previous communications through other 
mediums. My past, present, and future business then oame in 
for a share of description, with useful advice as to the future.

After sitting about half an hour, and just as I was beginning 
to fear that I should not get what I most ardently desired, she 
said to m e: “ I see behind you a little b o y d e s c r ib e d  his 
appearance and disposition exactly, and even gave the name 
he was generally called by, which is an abbreviation of his 
real name ; the whole of the circumstances in connection with 
the accident, finding of the body, etc., and imitated in her per­
son the act of drowning. To prove it was not thought-read­
ing, there were some incidents in connection with this sad case, 
that I did not know, described, but which wero corroborated 
on my return home.

From beginning to the end of the seanco it was one mar­
vellous unravelling of my interior life and its associations. As 
a great deal of it related to family matters, I cannot give them 
here. Suffice it to say, that the seance was a great consola­
tion and benefit to me, and is one o f the most extraordinary 
events of my life. Let any one go to Miss Fowler, and request 
a sitting as I did w ith o u t  b ia s , and I feel sure they they wild 
not eome away dissappointed.

It must not be supposed that these communications were 
given to me from leading questions put, as nothing of the 
kind was doue. The spirit “  Annie,” talked so fast and said so 
much that I had no chance given me of even making a passing 
remark. Among other things she said : “  I see Carmarthen­
shire, Wales, and a lot of tin works. I see a thin young man 
who is often in your shop; he works among the tin.” The 
allusion to this gentleman is quite correct: he is one of my 
oldest and most constant friends, and, I need scarcely add 
that Lottie was correct with regard to tin works, as the neigh­
bourhood is chiefly dependent on these works.

Hoping I have not occupied too much space with this ramb­
ling description. I am, yours truly, J. F Y oung.

Trafalgar House, Llanelly, South Wales, January 7, 1883.
A L e t t e r  from “  L il y .”

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Feeling it incumbent on me not 
to take up your valuable timo and space with one unnecessary 
word, I write as shortly as possible to say, that I see so clearly 
the sympathising work of our Spirit Friends in J. A.’s letter 
regarding my “  Spiritual Carol,”  that I most earnestly wish it 
success, and feel it will prove a most valuable aid to the object 
I had in view, in sending you the lines: viz., that of helping 
(in ever so small a degree), to make our Heavenly Father's 
love more widely felt and appreciated ; which seems to me, to 
be the great want of the age in which we live.

May God bless and prosper J. A.'s and my united efforts, in 
so enhancing the words through the music, that they may go 
straight home to the hearts of all who hear or sing them.

January 6 ,1883. Sincerely jours, “ L il y .”
P.S.—I am so glad J. A. suggests a Chorus to the refrain, 

as it entirely carries out my ideas.
T h e  M usic for “  L il y ’s” “  S p ir it u a l  Car o l .”

Dear Mr. Editor,— I wrote so hurriedly last week, on the 
spur of our little conversation, that I did not, perhaps, do 
justice to the claims of the eminent composers, whose genius 
I  hope I have evoked. I am aware that a guinea is but a 
small consideration for a musical work of any importance. I 
therefore desire to add, that should the expected composition 
be of great merit, as I hope it will be, it may remain the pro­
perty of the composer, notwithstanding th5 bestowal of the

prize naipcd. My thought at the time was that the successful 
pieces should become the property of the Editor of the M ediu m , 
and thus become the property of the whole of the readers 
through being published in its pages. To prevent any eminent 
composer from witboldtng his powers, I therefore state, that 
I db not make the parting with the oopyright an imperative 
consideration, my chief-object being-to'-evoke a grand com­
position-worthy of the'verses, upd at an aid to the work of 
Spiritualism in its higher range, ’

I will just recount the particulars given last wook. I offer 
a prize Of on$> guinlea for the best musical com msition suitable 
for the “  Spiritual Oarol” in the-Ohristmas Number of the 
M edium , and half-a-gulnoa for the second best. The composi­
tions to bfi1 sent tM fhf,Editor of the M edium , on or before 
January 25. My object-is that the euocessfnl pieces be per­
formed at Mi8s Lottie Fowler’s benefit outertainmont, for 
which I will purchase afterwards a pound’s worth of tiokets.

Hoping this offer will meet with a gratifying response, and 
that Miss Fowler’s benefit will be all that could be desired, I 
am, very sincerely, yonrs,

London, January 9, 1883. I. A.
N.B.—The prizes are deposited with the Editor of the 

M e d iu m .
M iss F ow ler ’s B e n e f it  E n t e r t a in m e n t .

Though muoh interest is being excited in this matter, yet 
time is slipping on without any definite steps being taken. A 
lady and gentleman—volunteers—are required to act as 
Honorary Secretaries, and a gentleman as Treasurer. Then a 
subscription list could be issued and arrangements made for 
the celebration, if it is to come off on St. Valentine’s Day, as has 
been suggested. We will gladly give the matter any aid in 
our power, but have not leisure for official duties.

MR. TOWNS.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,— Having seen Mr. Wootton’s let­

ter, in which he lays before the readers of the Medium  the 
financial position o f Mr. Towns, I can affirm from personal 
knowledge that what ho states is only too true, and I am sure 
that there are many who have benefitted by his mediumship, 
who would only be too glad to come forward to help him, who 
has always been one of the first to help anjTone who has stood 
in need of help. It is well known that he has gone long 
journeys and borne his own expenses to help others.

Might I be allowed to suggest that a committco be formed, 
to raise a testimonial to him in recognition of his great ser­
vices to Spiritualism ; so that we, who have received bo much 
benefit from his ministrations, might have the opportunity of 
showing our sympathy with him ? A good meeting might be 
held, say, on oar Anniversary, or other steps may be taken in 
furtherance of this object.

I now leave the matter in, I am sure, good hands to initiate 
something, and remain, dear sir, yours fraternally,

3, Canal Bank, Albany Road, S. E. T. G a t t y .
January 6, 1883.

[Sir. J. Wootton, 33, Little Earl Street, Soho, W., has 
received 5s. from a friend, towards this object, and will be glad 
to receive further contributions.—Ed. M.]
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RULE8 AND CONDITIONS FOR THE 8PIRIT-CIRCLL
Atmosphkbic Ooitditiohs.—The phenomena ouuot bo successfully sHullsl 

la very warm, sal try weather, in extreme oold, whan thunder and lightning and 
magnetic disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere la very moist, or when then 
la much rain, or storms o f wind. A warm, dry atmesphta* is »rft, ea it present* 
the mean between all extremes, and agrees with the harmonious state o f man’s 
organism which is proper for the manifestation o f spiritual phenomena. A 
•obdued light or darkness increases the power and facilitates ©octroi.

Local Conditions.—The room in which a  circle la held for development or 
Investigation should be set apert for that purpose. It  should be comfortably 
Banned and ventilated, bnt draughts or eurrenta o f  air should be avoided. Those 
persons oompueiug the circle should meet in the room about an hour before the 
ix pen incuts commence; the same sitters should attend each time* and occupy the 
•ame places. This maintains the peculiar magnetic conditions necessary to the 
production o f the phenomena. A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it up.

Physiological Conditions.—The phenomena ere produced by a vital force 
emanating from the sitters, which the spirits use aa a connect! ug Unit between 
themselves end objects. Certain temperaments rive off this power; others emit 
an opposite influence. I f  the circle is composed o f persona with suitable tempera­
ments,* manifestations will take place readily; if  the contrary be the case, much 
perseverance will be neoessary to produce results. I f  both kinds o f temperament 
are present, they require to be arranged ‘V) aa to produoe ham von v in the psychical 
atmosphere evolved from them. The physical manifestations specially depend 
upon temperament. I f  a circle does not auooeed. changes should be made In the 
titters till the proper conditions arc supplied.

Mental Conditions.—All forms o f mental excitement are detrimental \e 
success. Those with strong and opposite opinions should not sit together:
fpinlonated, dogmatic, and positive people are better out o f the circle and room.

articz between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or other 
inharmonious sentiment should not sit at the same circle. The vicious and erudt 
should be excluded from all^uch experiments. The minda o f the sitters should 
be in a passive rather than an active state, possessed by the love of truth and of 
mankind. One harmonious and fully-developed individual is invaluable In the 
formation of a circle.

Thk Circle should consist of from three to ten persons o f both eexee, and 
,*it round an oval, oblong, or square table. Cane-bottomed chairs or those with 
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs. Mediums and sensatives should 
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or sofas used by other persons, as the 
influence* wnich accumulate in the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly. 
The active and quiet, the fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and female, 
should b* seated alternately. If there is a medium present, im or she should 
occupy the end of the table with the back to the north. 4 mrUow iv*ediumistio 
person should be placed on each side o f the medium, and those most positive 
should beat the opposite corners. No person should be placed behind the 
medium. A circle may represent a horseshoe magnet* with the medium placed 
between the poles.

Conduct at the Cibclr.—The sitters should place their hands on the table* 
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agreeable con­
versation, singing, reading, or invocation may be engaged in—anything that will 
tend to harmonise the minds o f those present, and unite them in one purpose, is 
in order. By engaging in such exercises the circle may be made ve-y profitable 
apart from the manifestations. Bitters should not desire anything In particular, 
bat unite in being pleased to receive that which is best for all. The director of 
the circle should sit opposite the medium, and put all questions to the spirit, and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes or the conditions and proceedings. 
Manifestations may take place in a few minutes, or the circle may sit many times 
before any result occurs. Under these circumstances it h  well to change the 
positions o f the sitters, or introduce new elements, till success is * ’deved.* When 
the table begins to tilJ, or when raps occur, do not be too impatient to get answers 
to questions. When the table can answer questions by giving three tids or raps 
for «* Yes.”  and one for ** No,”  it may assist in placing the sitters properly. Tha 
spirits or intelligences which produce the phenomena should be treated with the 
same courtesy an^ consideration as you would desire for yourselves if  you were 
Introduced into the company o f strangers for their personal benefit. At the same 
time, tha sitters shonid not on any account allow their judgment to bo warped or 
their good sense impos’ d upon Dy spirits, whatever their professions may be. 
Season with them kindly, firmly, and considerately.

inter course with  Bpibits Is carried on by various mesas. The simplest Is 
three tips o f the table or raps for ** Yes,”  and one for “ No.** Bv this means wit 
spirits can answer in the affirmative or negative. By calling ovl-" the alphabet 
the spirits will rap at the proper letters to constitute a message. Sometimes the 
hand of a sitter is shaken, then a pencil should be placed In the b^nd, when the 
spirits may write by it automatically. Other sitters may become entranced, and 
the spirits use the vocal organs o f such mediums to speak. The spirit* 
sometimes impress mediums, while others are clairvoyant, and see the spirits, 
and messages from them written in luminous letters in the atmosphere. Some­
times the table and other objects are lifted, moved from place to place, and even 
through closed doors. Patiently and kindly seek for tests o f identity from loved 
ones in the spirit-world, and exercise caution respecting spirits who make extrava­
gant pretensions o f any kind.

Before proceeding with their investigations, inquirers uto Spiritualism 
should correspond with Mr. Burns, Proprietor o f the Spiritual Institution, 15̂
Southampton How, London, W.O.. who will gladly forward a packet of publica­
tion*, and useful information gratis. Stamps should in all cases be enclosed for 
iH u n  Deputations of mediums or lecturers may be arranged for t*
, | i .. oy can he instituted.

One o f the mountain-tops o f Time 
Is left in Africa to elimb,

Juat published, in 2 vols, imperial 8vo. cloth, prioe 86s.
A BOOK OF THE BEGINNINGS. By Gkrald Massny

Beautifully printed, on special paper, by Clay, Sods and Taylor.
Containing an attempt to recover and reconstitute the lost Origines 

o f  the Myths and Mysteries, Types and Symbols. Religion and 
Language, with Egypt for the Mouthpiece ana Africa as the Birth­
place.

Contents of Vol. / . :  Egypt—Comparative Vocabulary o f English and 
Egyptian— Hieroglyphics in Britain—Egyptian Origines in Words— 
Egyptian Water-Names— Egyptian Names or Personages—British Sym­
bolical Customs identified as Egyptian—Egyptian Deities in the British 
Isles—Place-Names and the Record o f the Stone#—Egyptian Type- 
Names o f the People.

Contents of Vol. H . : Comparative Vocabulary o f  Hebrew and Egyptian 
—Hebrew Cruxes, with Egyptian Illustrations—Egyptian Origines in 
the Hebrew Scriptures, Religion, Language, and Letters—Phenomenal 
Origin o f Jehovah-Elohim and Shadai— Egyptian Origin o f  the Exodus— 
Moses and Joshua, or the Two Lion-Goas o f  Egypt—An Egyptian 
Dynasty o f  Hebrew Deities, identified from the Monument—Egyptian 
Origin o f  the Jews, traced from the Monuments—Comparative Vocaba­
lary o f Akkado-Assyrian and Egyptian—Egyptian Origines in the 
Akkadian Mythology—Comparative Vocabulary of Maori and Egyptian 
—African Origines o f the Maori—The Roots in Africa beyond Egypt.

W illiams A N orgatb , 14, Henrietta-street, Covent Garden, London t
q  and 20, South Frederiok-street, Edinburgh.

Bold by J. Burns, 15, Southampton Bow, London, W.O.

NOW BEADY , PRICE  U ,
T H E  N E W  E A R T H -

E. W. A i.lk.n, 4, Ays Maria Laos, u.C

A  G O O D  B O O K  F O R  E V E R Y B O D Y .
Now ready, in neat cloth, eighty pages, price is.

H E A L T H  H IN T S  ;
SHOWING HOW TO ACQUIRE AND RETAIN BODILY SYMMETRY, 

HEALTH, VIGOUR, AND BEAUTY.
Contents of
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GO O D  H E A L T H , a n d  H O W  T O  SE C U R E  IT. With many 

Engravings. 208 pp., paper wrappers, 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d.
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A Dlaoourae by J. BU RN S, o f tha Spiritual Institution, L ondon ,

• ooiivertd at Doughty Hall, Bedford Row, London, on Sunday Evening, 
April 18, 1875,

la reply to a Sermon entitled “  Thk Relisioh of Ghosts.”  by the Rev. di 
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PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.
EXETER—ODDFELLOW’S HALL, BAMPFYLDE STREET.

The New Year commenced well for onr beloved Cause in 
this city. On New year’s day, Mr. H. was controlled for some 
two hours in the forenoon, to write a communication for Mr. 
Norman, entitlod “ Your Mission.” It was a review of Mr. 
Norman’s life, which could only have been given by his own 
unseen guardians; culminating in the object of his visit to 
Exeter, to which he claims to have been solely prompted by 
his spirit friends. The communication, which was carefully 
revised by the controls, is extremely interesting and pathetio. 
I would like much io give it here, but am afraid to occupy 
space. Mr. N., in a lette r to me Bays, that he is proud of it, 
and that it alone repays him for his visit. I think it due to 
the medium, who is unconscious when writing, that this should 
be mentioned.

On the evening of the same day, Mr. H., again met the 
Christmas party referred to last week, this time by appointment. 
The party consisted of relatives of the medium’s friend, near 
and distant, and all I believe connected with the same deno­
mination. Here Mr. H. was under control for some five hours, 
and on returning to consciousness about two o’clock on Tues­
day morning, he informs me that he was much surprised to 
find them nearly all, strong men and females bathed in tears.

Their loved ones had come one after another giving absolute 
proof o f identity, and many acquaintances, including their 
deceased pastor. Whilst under control, also, Mr. H. had placed 
his band in the full flame of the gas, keeping it there several 
moments without hurt, thus working a “  miracle” in their 
presence. I am informed that these good friends are so pro­
foundly impressed respecting these strange things, that they 
intend holding a meeting for special prayer in relation to the 
subject, and by this means testing whether it be from God or 
the Devil.

We would encourage this kind of testing, remembering 
another prayer meeting where the response came in the form of 
a marvellous manifestation of spirit power, the liberation of 
Peter from the Roman prison and guard; but we would warn 
them to avoid the error, those praying ones then fell into, saying, 
when “  Rhoda” reported that “  Peter stood at the door, *• Thou 
art mad!” We would also remind those friends that at another 

. prayer meeting, “  the place was shaken where they were assem­
bled ;” and again, when Paul and Silas were praying and 
praising in their gloomy incarceration, “  the foundations of the 
prison were shaken and every one’s bonds were loosed.” May 
the spiritual aspirations and pleadings of these seekers after 
truth result in their complete deliverance from the errors of 
false teachings, and the perfect illumination of their minds 
with light from the spirit world.

On Thursday evening we found onr medium and his friend 
somewhat agitated in mind, and filled with misgivings through 
the proceedings of Monday evening having become known out­
side, even reaching the ears of their minister, with the usual 

.result of discussion, opposition, and condemnation.
The ordeal is painful, but all sincere investigator’s have had 

to pass through it. And none are the worse but the better for 
the conflict, for thereby, our strength, courage, and sincerity 
are tested.

The question is, shall wo cease our inquiries after truth, and 
our testimony thereto, because of the opposition of the ignorant 
and the bigoted; or the difficulties arising from our religious 
training ? No one who will be true to his own mind and con­
science, will hesitate about the answer. I mention all these 
particulars because they relate to a certain stage in the deve­
lopment of this local movemen t, and will bo read with interest 
hereafter.

On Sunday evening, following the public {meeting, a large 
number remained to the “  cirole,” and Mr; H. being absent the 
guides of Mr. P. spoke in an interesting manner. The meeting 
was very spiritual. Om ega .

PLYMOUTH, RICHMOND HALL, RICHMOND STREET.
On Wednesday evoning the 3rd inst. a number of friends 

Hold a social tea and meeting at the Hall, the proceedings 
hoing of a very enjoyable nature. Mrs. Stephens and Miss 
Tyrer sang several songs, and Mr. Dymond read a most inter­
esting and amusing account of a “  Terrible thunderstorm and 
its origin,” which event occurred in the parish of Wideoombe- 
in-the-Moor in the 17th, century. In this as in cases bbfore and 
sinoe, his satanio majesty was regarded as the author of the 
evil. Readings were also given by Mr. Spence and the writer, 
whose guides together with those of Mr. P. and Mr. W. made 
some appropriate remarks. A short discussion as to the best 
means of extending the Society’s operations was indulged in 
with great profit.

On Sunday evening Mr. Pine delivered an earnest address 
based on the words, “  In my Father’s house are many man­
sions.” It was much appreciated.

Next Sunday Mr. C. W. Dymond; subject, “  Swedenborg, 
and his mission.” 6.30. R obert S. C l a r k e  Hon. Sec.

4, Athenwura Terrace, Plymouth.

LEICESTER—SILVER 8TREET LECTURE HALL. 
On Sunday evening last Mr. Bent delivered a tiance address 

to a large congregation. The spirit-guides took for their 
discourse : “  Whitt evidence have the churches to offer in proof 
of Immortality.” It was much appreciated.

R. WiGnTMAN, Seo.
74, Mostyn Street, Hinckley Road, Leicester.

4, TALBOT GR., LADBROKE GR. RD., NOTTINGHILL.
Meetings Sunday mornings, at 11 o’clock prompt; evening 

at 7 o’clock prompt.
Tuesday evenings, developing circle for members and friends 
Thursday evenings, M rs. iTeadwell, trance and test. At 8. 
Subscriptions, sixpence per week, admits to all meetings, 

Spirit-mediums and friends are invited to assist in the work. 
All information may be obtained of 
W. L a n g , S e c . West London Spiritual Evidence Society.

A correspondent in Ireland writes to say that a certain 
“  Professor” has been “  starring all over the north of Ireland 
exposing Spiritualism. Some of his tricks are clover but not 
Spiritualism in my opinion. He professes belief publicly in 
clairvoyance. He and such as he, or rather Spiritualism they 
profess to deal with, seem to me to bear the relation to real 
Spiritualism that the Salvation Army does to the respectable 
sects of Protestantism."

A Lancashire correspondent writes for advice on the circle, 
of eight who w ere led into the matter thus: “  Two of our 
number heard a few persons speaking about Spiritualism one 
night, and they resolved to try and see if they could not do the 
same, merely for curiosity. They had not sat at the table 
long before it began to move, and from that time they Lavo 
progressed a good deal.” A great want is a band of en­
lightened Spiritualists to correspond with such investigators, 
or visit them personally. We do a deal of such w ork; fre­
quently halt of our time is thus occupied.

M a n c h e s t e r .—The last Sunday in the year dosed with a 
Watch-night service, at which Spiritualists recited their ex­
periences. On New Year’s day came the Annual Tea Meeting. 
The President reviewed the operations of the year, and stated 
that they held a balance of £7 8s. 4d. The remainder of the 
evening was spent in an agreeable manner.

On Sunday last, Mrs. Dobson, of Batley Carr, occupied 
our platform. In the morning we had an address from her 
spirit guides on the subject of “  Spiritualism, and the Redemp­
tion of the World ” ; and in the evening on “  The Mission of 
Spiritualism.” Both discourses had special reference to the 
opening of tho New Year, and the control desired to impress 
upon each the great responsibility which rested upon them, as 
to the use that waj m*d< of the time placed at their disposal. 
Spiritualism above everything else, taught a man to be de­
pendent upon no one hut himself, and the clearer each one 
could recognize this truth the greater would be the benefit to 
bo derived from habits of self-reliance and independence, which 
would follow the practical application of this idea. Also, to 
“  do unto others as you would be done by ” was one of tho 
grandest secrets of happiness, and, as the special mission of 
Spiritualism, would bring about the redemption of the world 
if only applied universally.—J .  E. L ig h t b o w n , Seo. M.S.S.S

T o r q u a y .—Ghosts are uncanny things at beHt. Torquay 
would not seem to be over-stocked with these unsubstantial, 
but unwelcome visitants—probably because, being what has 
been termed “  a mushroom place,” its buildings and associa­
tions are not sufficiently antiquated to encourage the growth 
and congregation of spirits- though on the other hand we be­
lieve that Torquay is not altogether without its ghosts. Leav­
ing aside, howover, all joking upon this subject, we would call 
attention to tno fact that in Torquay Spiritualism in its vari­
ous phases has for some time past been making slow and quiet, 
but steadv progress. There are, we believe, many earnest and 
even enthusiastic Spiritualists in this town, who frequently 
hold stances at which remarkable results are said to bo 
obtained, and from whioh inquirers often come away with a 
conviction that Spiritualism, properly so called, is far from 
being a myth and a sham. When associations composod 
of unprejudiced and learned men are formed in the country 
for the purpose of investigating Spiritualism, and when such 
associations admit that there are matters connected with Spiri­
tualism whioh are not to be explained away by the attribut­
ing them to trickery and “  hanky-panky,” it certainly looks as 
though Spiritualism were not altogether a gigantic humbug. 
In Exeter Spiritualism is being carefully and thoughtfully 
investigated by a great many intellectual people. Plymouth 
also has its numerous believers in Spiritualistic manifestations; 
Dartmouth is the home of more than one Spiritualist; and 
Torquay, as we bav ; said, possesses a “  medium ” or two. We 
do not know w nether any of our readers would care to investi­
gate tor thomselves these alleged means of communication be­
tween the present and the unseen world, but should they fool 
inolined to do so we might be able to indicate tho course to be 
adopted by them in order to attain t this object.— “ Devon 
County Standard ”



THE FINE ARTS.
“ INK PHOTO”

With “  The Architect,” January 6th, is given as supple­
ments three “  Ink Photo ” subjects, by Messrs. Sprague and 
Co. The first is an art subject, being a “  design for a portion 
of a proposed decoration in St. Paul’s Cathodral,” by Sir 
Frederick Leighton, P . R . A . “  And the Sea gave up the 
dead which were in it.” It is a fine pieoe of work, the: effect 
of the rising of the bodies from the billows being faithfully 
rendered in the artist’s touches. The othor two subjects are 
architectural, being views of the new Leadenhall Market. 
The Dature of the subjects allows these to set off the new pro­
cess in a striking manner. “  Tbo Architect ” makes the follow­
ing observations :—

The throe plateB in the present number have been reproduced 
from the original drawings by Abe new process in photolitho­
graphy recently introduced by Messrs. Sprague and Co., 22, 
Martin's Lane, Cannon Street. It may now be said to have 
fairly shown its great merits and advantages, and to have 
conclusively disproved the hitherto universally received opinion 
that photolithography could not be produced from water 
colours.

The first example of this process that was published was 
issued by us early in 1881, since which date we have given 
numerous plates taken from water colours exhibited at the 
Royal Academy, etc., oil paintings exhibited at the Salon, 
drawings in crayons, and photographs-

The process has excited much interest among practical 
photographers and scientists. One of the photographic jour­
nals says :—“  The 1 Ink Photo ' processs of Messrs. Sprague 
and Co. has much to recommend it. In the first place, it is 
far cheaper than any other mechanical process which will 
reproduce a photograph from nature, and secondly it admits 
of the most rapid printing.”

In preparing drawings for reproduction, it should bo borne 
in mind that blues do not photograph. All blues used for 
shadows and skies Bhould have lamp black or indian ink 
mixed in with them. Bright reds and chromes come out very 
dark. Ink outline can bo used with washed shadows, etc. 
The two plates by Mr. Ernest George which wo published 
lately are good examples of this style. Drawings made in 
sepia or black can be relied upon to give a truo result. Sev­
eral plates taken from water-colour drawings and photographs 
have been completed for us by Messrs. Sprague, and will 
bo published from time to time.

CASES OF HEALING.
DELIRIUM WITH VIOLENCE—MR. VANGO.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,— I thank you for introducing to 
mo Mr. R. Johnstone, the healer, of Old Ford. Through his 
kindness and groat power I am again on my feet, and hope 
soon to be at work. As has been stated in your columns, I got 
a severe shock to the nervous system, when the train left with 
the Band of Hope children and no one to take care of them, 
which made mo dolirious frequently, and I had to be held by 
several people during the attacks of violence. I was in this 
Btate for six weeks, the most careful medical treatment being 
of no avail. In this condition, through your introduction Mr. 
Johnstone came to me, and after three week’s treatment I was 
able to get up and go out of the house. As I am a working 
man and have others depending on me, I gratefully thank Mr 
and Mrs. Herne, who gave a seance for my benefit, as an­
nounced in the M kdium  ; and also Mr. J. Webster, who gave 
a seance in a similar kind manner. I may state that under 
influence he told mo that the crisis would be past by Christ­
mas ; and, true enough, I got up three days beforo Christmas, 
and have been gradually getting stronger ever since.—I am, 
truly yours, J. V a n g o .

NUMBERS OF THE “ SPIRITUALIST” WANTED.
To complete sets, the following Numbers of the “  Spirit­

ualist',” are wanted immediately :—The whole of the Numbers 
for 1871. For 1875, Nos. 129, 130, 131, 132, 138, 139, 140, 
147. For 1878, No. 329. For 1879, No 332. For 1880, Nos. 
389, 390, 404. Send to J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, 
London, W.C., with a note of cost.

E. W. W a l l i s ’s  A p p o i n t m e n t s — W alsall: January, 14th— 
morning subject: “ The Educational influence of Spiritual­
ism.” ; Evening : “  The Future Life as revealed by Spiritual­
ism.” Stamford—January 21st; Leicester—January, 28th; 
Helper— February 4th; Falmouth— 11th, to 18th, inclusive. 
For dates and other particulars, address—82, Radford Road, 
Hyson Green, Nottingham.

Q uebec H a l l , 25, Groat Quebec Street, Marylebone Road. — 
Sunday, January 14th, at 7 p.m. prompt, Mr. MacDonnell : 

Sixty Doctrines for Faith of the various Sects.” 1 't

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS
Mechanics’ Institute, Princess Street, Manchester.

(Major Street Entrance.)
President: Mr. I. Thompson, 83, Chapel Street, Salford: 

Secretary: Mr. J. E. Lightbown, 19, Bridgewater Avenue, 
Cross Lane, Salford.

P lan of Speakers for J an uary .
January 11— Mr. J. C. Wright, o f Liverpool.

,, 21—  ,, W. Johnson, of Uyde.
,, 28— Mrs. Groom, of Birmingham, (morning).
,. 28—Mr. R. A Brown, (evening).

Service at 10-30 in the Morning, and 6-30 in the Evening 
Strangers invited.

W EEKLY CIRCLES.
Monday and Friday: Healing Circles at 83, Chapel Street Salfori. 
Thursday: Open Circle at Mr. Taylor’s, 44, Harrison Street, Pendleton. 

M r . R . A . B rown ’s  A ppo in tm e n t s .
Manohester Society every Sunday morning.

BARROW-IN-FURNESS Spiritual Association, 75, Bncdeoch 
Street:— Sunday Service at 6.30 p.m. j Thursday, at 7.30 p.m.; til 
Seats Free. Healing the sick by laying on of hands, gratis on Monday 
and Friday evenings, at 7 p.m. Admission to Healing Room 2d’ 
President: Mr. J. Walmsley, 28, Dumfries Street Secretary: Mr. J. 
Kellett, 59, Cheltenham Street.

O ld ham  Spiritualist Sooiety, 176, Union-street.— Meetings, Sundtv, 
at 2-30 p-m., and 6 p.m. Mr. J. T. Owen, Secretary, 12, Waterloo St.

IMPORTANT NOTICE! Before you sow your farm or gar­
den crops, plant, prune, bake, brew, set fowls, hire servants 

kill pigs, travel, remove, deal with others, ask favours, specu­
late, or do anything else, get RAPHAEL’S ALMANAC for 
1883, and it will save you pounds.

A  large Farmer writes:— “ The crops sown according to your Al­
manac have all done remarkably well, for instance, no one here has a 
good crop of peas except me; Vetches again are failures as regards 
seed but mine are very good, and iny wheat is the best in the parish.” 
Another writes:— “  I sowed my celery seed according to your Almanac 
and nevor had it as good.” A large gardener writes:— “ 1 pruned my 
vines at time stated in Almanac, and have double the weight of grapes 
I  had last year.”

It also contains Birthday Information for every day of the 
year, a weather guide, numerous tables, and predictions of the 
chief events that will happen in 1883.

Price sixpence, post free 7d., with ephemeris Is. Insist on 
having it. It is now enlarged to 96 pages. J. Burns, 15, 
Southampton Row, High Holborn, London, W.C.

MR. J. J. MORSE’S APPOINTMENTS. 
L o n d o n , every Sunday from January 7th fco April 1st, St 

Andrew’s Hall, Newman Street, Oxford Street, W. At 7 p.m 
Mr Morse accepts engagements lor Sunday Lectures in Lon 

don, or the provinces. For terms and dates, direct him at 53 
Sigdon Road, Dalston, London.

Just Published, Price 3s. 6d.
GOLDEN THOUGHTS IN QUIET MOMENTS

B y  “  L i l y .”
Printed on fine toned paper, Royal 16mo, in an elegant 

manner, with an Oxford border in blue ink to each page, 
handsomely bound in bevelled boards.

This beuutiful volume of spiritual teachings and studies, in 
prose and verse, is unique in the literature of Spiritualism 
Adapted for private reading, and as an appropriate gift-boot 

London: J. B u r n s, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

HINTS ON ESOTERIC THEOSOPHY-
No. 1.

Is Theosophy a Delusion ? Do the Brothers Exist / 
ISSUED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE THE0- 

SOFHICAL SOCIETY.
S E C O N D  E D IT IO N , P R IC E  2s.

Printed at Calcutta.
J. BURNS. 15, S o u th am pton  R ow .

PHOTOGRAPH OFA PORTRAIT MODEL OP “ MOTHEE 
SHIPTON,”

By George Wright, Spirit Medium.
Price Is. each. To be had at 15, Southampton Row; Mr- 

J. Wootton, 33, Little Earl Street, Soho; and the Medina, 
George Wright, 6, Epple Terrace, Fnlham, London, S.W.

Price One Shilling. »
ACK TO THE FATHER’S HOUSE. A Parabolic 

Inspiration. Parts (elevon issued), Is. each.
London: E. W; ALLEN, 4, Ave Maria Lane, E. C.

WANTED.—T. L. Harris’s Works: “ Arcana of Christianity—fieri" 
sjs” ; “  Epic of Starry Heavens” ; “ Wisdom of Angels” ; 4c- 

Good price offered J. W. C., 13, Bedford Terrace, Castle Hill, 
Ealing, VV.



In Handsome Cloth Binding, Price js . 6d.
D r . D o d s ’ s C e l e b r a t e d  L e c t u r e s  

ON T H E  P H ILO SO PH Y O F 
WF.SMERISM AND ELECTR ICAL PSYCHOLOGY.

Comprising the two well-known works by Dr. John Bovee Dods, 
Consisting of Eighteen Lectures, as follow:—

I —The Philosophy of Mesmerism.
j. IN T R O D U C T O R Y  L E C T U R E S on Animal Magnetism.
2. M E N T A L  E L E C T R IC IT Y , or Spiritualism.
3. A N  A PPE A L in behalf o f the Science.
4. T H E  PH ILO SO PH Y of Clairvoyance.
5. T H E  N UM BER of Degrees in Mesmerism,
6. JESUS and the Apostles.

II.—The Philosophy of Electrical Psychology.
D E D IC A T IO N , IN TR O D U CTIO N , 

r. E L E C T R IC A L  PSYC H O L O G Y : its Definition and Impor­
tance in Curing Diseases.

2. B E A U T Y  of Independent Thought and Fearless Expression.
3. C O N N E C T IN G  L IN K  between Mind and Matter, and Cir­

culation of the Blood.
4. PH ILO SO PH Y of Disease and Nervous Force.
5. CU RE of Disease and being Acclimated.
6. E X IS T E N C E  of Deity Proved from Motion.
7. SU B JECT of Creation Considered.
8. D O C T R IN E  of Impressions,
9. CO N N E CTIO N  between the Voluntary and Involuntary Nerves, 

to. E L E C T R O -C U R A P A T H Y  is the best Medical System in
being, as it Involves the Excellences of all other Systems.

11. T H E  S E C R E T  R E V E A L E D , so that all may know how to 
E x p e r im e n t  w it h o u t  a n  I n s t r u c t o r .

12. G E N E T O L O G Y , or Human Beauty Philosophically Considered. 
This is the Most Complete and the Cheapest Edition o f this Standard

Work ever published.
T H E  P H I L O S O P H Y  o f  M E S M E R I S M  is published 

Separately, in Paper Wrapper, Price 6d.

C L A IR V O Y A N C E , H Y G IE N IC  A N D  M E D ICA L. Bv D r.
D ix o n , is .
“  The sight being closed to the External, the Soul perceives truly 
the affections o f  the body. ” — H ip p o c r a t e s .

C L A IR V O Y A N C E . By  A d o i.phf. D i d ie r . 4d.
Remarkable facts from thirty-five years’ personal exercise of the 
Clairvoyant Faculty.

H OW  T O  M ESM ERISE. By J. V. Wilson, is.
T H E  M E N TA L CU R E : Illustrating the Influence of the Mind or. 

the Body, both in Health and Disease, and the Psychological 
Method of Treatment. By Rev. W. F. Evans, 3s.

L o n d o n  : J. BURNS, 15, Southam Dton Row, W .C.

ju st  published, ro yal  i 6mo. sewed 6d., limp cloth  is.

MY VISIT TO STYRIA.
BY

C A R O L I N E  C O R N E R .
contents :

Semmering Pass, 3,256 ft. above the sea; Romantic Scenery; 
Picturesque Railway Stations ; Mountain Flowers.— G r a t z : Refresh­
ments ; Doing the Agreeable to the young Engidnderin ; A  pretty 
Town ; Fine Altar-painting, by Tintoretto ; Romantic Story of Fair 
Phillippina ; Woman’s magic Charm and Supremacy.— Castle  Schloss- 
berg : Wild Legends, I mprcssive Surroundings.— Ma r b u r g : Military 
Station, Junction for Tyrol ; Perplexing and unpronounceable Names ; 
Castles Lggcnsberg, Costing, Buchsbgl, and Schockel.— PoLTSCHACH : 
My Destination; “ Bin Trinkgeld!”  Surrounded and Distracted.—  
S tyr ia  : First Impressions; By Starlight; Mountain-home of my 
Host and Hostess, Baron and Baroness Von Vay ; Welcome.— V illa  
Preurath ; Ruins of Castle Tattenbach (4,000 ft.); Castle-homes of 
Prince Windisgratz, Baron Baltin, &c.— GONOBITZ: Primitive Village; 
Groteseque Villagers ; Social Distinctions and H abits; Our daily Pro- 
gram m : Riding, Driving, Walking, Visiting, Entertaining, e tc ;
A  Veritable Humanitarian ; ‘ ‘ Kites die Hand ’ ”  ; Blessings on their 
“  Frau jpraftn. ” — Saitz  : Silent Order of Carthusians; A  Cherry- 
party on Top of a Mountain ; “  Chat-ter-ing Apes ! ”  A  rival 
Belle ; Merriment at my expense.— O plotnitz : A  Glass Manu­
factory ; I Blow and Mould a Tum bler; Antique Chapel, Relics and 
Offerings.— Bacher Mountains ; Beautiful, romantic Weitenstein 1 
“ /» einem kuhi'n Grande, da geht ein MuhPnrad," etc ; The Jddel.—  
Feast of Corpus Christi: E n fitc , “  How the English Fraulein be­
haved,” and, what she thought about it all.— V isit to Neukloster : 
Kajfee at 2.30 a.m. ; Our Journey; Moral Courage Rewarded; 
“ Green Styria”  ; Scenery most lovely ; Sermons in Stones .' Castle 
Lindeck (5,000 ft .) ; Romantic History and Sequel! A Grand View ; 
The Bernese Alps with Sun-illuminated Glaciers; A Fairy scene in 
the Sky ; Peasant’s Dwellings.— C illi ; A  queer outlandish Place ; 
Inhabitants to match ; Palatial Residences of the N obility; Pale 
Image of the Madonna ; Man’s Susceptibility and Perfidy, Woman’s 
Woe !— NEUKLOSTER : In the Valley of the Sann ; Castle and its 
Lovely Surroundings ; Count and Countess Wurmbrand, and Guests; 
My Weird Chamber; Rumours of a Ghostly V isitant; Daily Amuse­
ments; Music after Dinner; Patriotism.— A  SIGHT I shall never 
forget ; Adieux ; Our return, Four-in-hand ; Terrific Thunderstorm. 
— Castle of Baron Bourgillon ; First Prize for Shooting ; A  Gilded 
Cage for a “ Wild White Rose.” — W elcome Home: A  Faithful 
Retinue; How to avoid an “  Escape" ! A  Village Fair ; A Sweet 
Memory.— Be au tifu l  Styria: A  Last W ord; Parting; A  Sad 
Day ; Good-Bye.

L ondon : J. Burns, is , Southampton Row. W .C .
Send Stamps or Postal Order for Copies, to 

The A u t h o r , 3 St. Thomas’s Square, Hackney, N.E,

FOWLER’S WORKS ON PHRENOLOGY, PHYSIOLOGY, &C.
A M A T IV E N E SS ; or, Evils and Remedies of Excessive and Perverted 

Sensuality. Including warning and advice to the Married and 
Single. By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d. •

L O V E  a n d  PA R E N T A G E , applied to  the Improvement of Offspring. 
Including important directions and suggestions to Lovers and 
the Married. By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

M ATRIM O N Y ; or, Phrenology and Physiology applied to the Se­
lection of Congenial Companions for Life. Including directions 
to the Married for living together affectionately and happily. 
By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

PH YSIO LO G Y— A N IM A L a n d  M E N TA L , applied to the Preser­
vation and Restoration of Health of Body and Power of. Mind. 
By O. S. Fowler. Price is.

M EM ORY a n d  IN T E L L E C T U A L  IM PRO VEM E N T, applied to 
Self-Education and Juvenile Instruction. By O. S. Fowler. 6d.

H E R E D IT A R Y  D E S C E N T  : Its Laws and Facts applied to 
Human Improvement. By O. S. Fowler. Price is.

F A M IL IA R  LESSO N S o n  PH YSIO LO G Y. Designed to  aid 
Parents, Guardians, and Teachers in the Education of the 
Young. By Mrs. L. N. Fowler. Price 3d.

FA M IL IA R  LESSO N S o n  PH R E N O LO G Y. Designed for the 
use of Schools and Families. By Mrs. L. N. Fowler. Price 6d.

IN TEM PER A N CE a n d  T IG H T  LA C IN G  ; Considered in relation 
to the Laws of Life. By O. S. Fowler. Price 3d.

TO BACCO : Its History, Nature, and Effects on the Body and 
Mind. By Joel Shew, M .D. Price 3d.

Vol. /., containing the abase, neatly bound in Cloth, Five Shillings.
T H E  N A T U R A L  LAW S O F MAN : A Philosophical Catechism. 

B yJ. G. Spurzheim, M.D. Price 6d.
M A R R IAG E : Its History and Ceremonies; With a Phrenological 

and Physiological Exposition of the Functions and Qualifications 
for Happy Marriages. By L. N. Fowler. Price 6d.

FA M IL IA R  LESSO N S o n  A STRO N O M Y. Designed for the use 
of Children and Youth in Schools and Families. By Mrs. L. N. 
Fowler. Price 6d.

SELF-CU LTU R E a n d  PE R FE C T IO N  o f  C H A R A C TE R . In- 
eluding the Management of Youth. By O. S. Fowler. Price is.

M ARRIAGE a n d  P A R E N T A G E ; or, The Reproductive Element 
in Man, as a means to his Elevation and Happiness. By H. C. 
Wright. Price Is.

TEA a n d  C O FFE E : Their Physical, Intellectual, and Moral
Effects on the Human System. By Dr. \V. A. Alcott. Price 3d.

E D U C A T IO N : Its Elementary Princ fes ; Founded on the Nature 
of Man. By J. G. Spurzheim, V  O. Price is.

M A T E R N IT Y  ; or, The Bearing and Nursing of Children. Includ­
ing Female Education and Beauty. By O. S. Fowler. Price Is.

Vol. I I ., containing the last 8  Works, Cloth neat. Six Shillings.
Vols. I. and II ., bound together, Cloth, Ten Shillings.

London : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W .G

’T W IX T  W IL L AND FATE:
AND

THE SLINKENSMIRK FAMILY.
BYCAROLINE CORNER.

SECOND e d it io n .
1 vo l., C row n 8vo, 2s. 6d. At a ll Libraries.

“  Strongly to be commended. Like most ladies— or the world 
wrongs the sex— Miss Corner has two strings to her bow. She 
seeks to provoke our laughter as well as our tears, and, in this 
volume, as on an April day, after the storm we have the sun­
shine. Really ‘ The Slinkensmirk Family ’ is too funny * » * There 
is nothing like it in the most comic parts o f Shakespeare, to say 
nothing of later writers.”— literary World.

“  Tw o extremely pretty stories. Will be read with pleasure : one 
being deeply interesting and exciting, the other amusing. Both 
bear the stamp of genuine genius.”— Court Journal.

“ In the latter there is a fair spice of humour, added to which 
the Authoress displays considerable appreciation of character and 
power of description.” — City Press.

“ Since Don Quixote’s immortal satire ■ * „ * there has been 
nothing written so clever. As a quiz on the old school of 
bombastic inflation it is the cleverest thing we have read for a 
long time. ’ ’— Morning Post.

“ We cannot help thinking it must come from the pen of an ex­
pert.”— Kensingtoti News.

“  Miss Corner has toned down her tragedy by adding to it a 
fairly humorous character sketch, which is really extravagant 
in its fun and delicious in its vulgarity.”— Athenceum.

“ .This is a stirring, interesting, and well-written book, and is well 
worth perusal by anyone who delights in exciting reading. It com­
bines the power of provoking laughter as well as sorrow.”— Whitby 
Gazette.

“  These two works tend to show the varied powers of the talented 
authoress— Miss Corner evidently possesses talent of no mean order, 
and will doubtless be again heard of in literary work. Hackney 
Express.

“  I have just glanced at the pages here and there, and am much 
pleased with the writing.”— Sergeant Cox. .

“ I have read your book with much pleasure. I hope the critics 
may do you justice, and that this may be the beginning of a great 
success. ”— Rev. Maurice Davies, D. D.

L o n d o n ; J, BuxNs, j j ,  So u t h a m p t o n  Row, W.C,



DR. MACK, PSYCHOPATHIST,

26, UPPER BAKER STREET, CLARENCE 
GATE, REGENT’S PARK, N.W

Specially successful in the Restoration o f Defective Sight 
and Hearing.

PAMPHLETS FREE ON APPLICATION.

M I S S  G O D F R E Y .
Ha8 for many years successfully practised Mesmerism for the healing 

of diseases. She has been especially successful with Ladies suffering 
from Weakness, Misplacement, or Prolapsus, as well as in cases of 
Neuralgia, Congestion, and Paralysis. She has the pleasure to add 
that she holds Testimonials from Ladies and Gentlemen whom she has 
cored, and who hare further kindly offered to answer any personal 
enquiries. Her terms are 30s. per week for a daily attendance of one 
hour, either at her own or the patient’s residence. For further 
particulars, or appointments, address, Miss Godfrey, 51, George Street, 
Easton Boad, N.W.

MR. & MRS. HAGON, Magnetic Healers, at home after 10 every 
day. Patients attended at their own homes. Circles conducted. 

Seance on Sunday and Wednesday at 7-30 p.m. Free Healing on Sun. 
day morning a4 11 a.m. Removed to 19, Farringdon Road, corner 
of Great Bath Street.

MB. OMERIN, known by his wonderful CURES of RHEUMATISM 
gout, neuralgia, lumbago, epilepsy, general debility, and severe 

affections of the head, eyes, liver, Ac., attends patients from Eleven 
to One and Two to Five, at 3, Bulstrodo Street, Welbeck Street, 
Cavendish Square, W.

M R . I. H A W K IN S , M a g n etic  H ea le r .
AT HOME Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, from 12 to 4 

o’clock. Free Treatment on Friday. Patients visited at their ow n 
Residence.—224, EustoD Road, N.W. Near Gower Street Station.

A S H M A N ’S E M B R O C A T IO N .

FOR Gout, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Inflammation, Bronchitis, 
Pleurisy, and Congestion of the Lungs, Burns, Scalds, Chilblains, 

"Wounds, Cuts, Ac. 2s. 9d. per bottle. To be obtained at 114, Supsex 
Place, Cornwall Gardens, Kensington, W„ and of all wholesale chemists.
TTEALERS and Medical Rubbers may be obtained on application *o 
-H Mrs. Ashman, (widow of the late Joseph Ashman) 14, Sussex Place, 
Cornwall Gardens, Kensington, W.
OOMNAMBULIC MESMERISM. — Robert Harper undertakes th 
O treatment of all forms of Disease, as the agent o f a band of Spiri 
People, Mesmerically, and at any distance. Terms to suit all classes 
to the very poor, free—90, Princess Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
Chest Preservers, highly Mesmerized and Medicated, 5s. each post free.

/CAROLINE PAWLEY, Writing, Speaking, Healing Medium. By 
A/ the desire of her Guides, no money accepted.—Letters sent first, 
with stamped envelope for reply, 34, Alvington Crescent, Kingsland 
High Street.
PHYSICAL A TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs. Ayers’, 45, Jubilee 
T  Street, Commercial Road, E., Sunday, at 7-30; also on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 8 o’clock. Mrs. Walker, physical, trance, and test 
medium, may be specially engaged.

M iss L O T T IE  F O W L E R .

T r a n c e , Medical, and Business Clairvoyant, 2, Yernon Place, Blooms­
bury Square, W. C. Hours from 1 till 8 p.m. Fee 21s.

At Home on Friday evenings to receive friends, at 8 o'clock, free.

MR. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, is 
at home daily, and is open to engagements. Address—161, Manor 

Place, Walworth Road, London, S.E.

TO SPIRITUAL INQUIRERS.

J THOMAS is willing to correspond with those requiring advice 
• or information npon conditions and surroundings. The fee for 

writing one entire sheet of note paper is 2s. 6d. No charge being made 
for advice. Address, Mr. J. Thomas, Kingsley, by Frodsham.

M R . A . D U G U ID , 13, O s w a ld ’s W y n d , K ir k c a ld y

SPIRITUAL TEACHER ANE CORRESPONDENT, Replies to al1 
questions on Mediumistic Development, Health, and affairs of life a® 

far as his clairvoyant powers will enable him. Having had much ex- 
perience he may enable others to benefit by it. For these services he 
makes no charge, only two shillings and sixpence for the labour in filling 
up a sheet of note paper with writing.

It is necessary to send foil address, and enclose small piece of paper 
held in the hand of the individual who desires information.

MRS. KATE FOX JENCKEN has removed from Warwick Gardens, 
to her own house—

Norfolk Villa, 2i, Caxton Road, Shepherd’s Bnsh
Green, W. (close to the Uxoridge Road Station), 

and reoeives visitors on Mondays and Thursdays, at 12, and 8 o'clock. 
For private sittings speoi.il arrangements mast be made.

A S T R O L O G Y  A N D  A S T R O N O M Y .

DR. WILSON may be Consulted on the Past, and Future Events 
of Life, at 108, Caledonian Road, Kings Cross. Time of Birth 

required. Fee 2s, 6d. Attendance from 2 till 8 p.m. Lessons given.
P e r s o n a l  C on su lta tion s  on ly .

ASTROLOGY.—Nativities cast, 10s- Definition of Character, 3s 
A  Questions, 2s. Address, by letter only,

“  EXCELSIOR," 3, Bina Gardens, South Kensington, London.

Price Threepence.

T H E  A T O N E M E N T :
OLD TRUTHS as SEEN UNDER A N EW  LIGHT.

INSPIRATION ALLY WRITTENB y C. P. B. A L S O P
(LATE BAPTIST MINISTER)

London: J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, High Holborn W.O
JUST OUT :

The n ew  Leek Bijou Reprint.
(Buddhistic Spiritualism.)

CHRIST & BUDDHA CONTRASTED.
B Y

AN ORIENTAL WHO VISITED EUROPE.
150 pages: Price 3d.: Post free 4d.

“ It will do an immense deal of good. Iam no Buddhist, but some 
of their philosophy is very fine. Any way it is of great service to have 
Buddhism and Christianity compared in this popular and intelligible 
way. Some of the author’s pithy definitions o f the Christian belief are 
unsurpassed and terribly true.” —A Spiritualist.

Second Edition, 222 Pages, Oloth, 6s.
T H E  O C C U L T  W O R L D -

BY A. P. S I N N ETT.
C o n t e n t s .

Introduction. I The Theosophical Society.
Occultism and its Adepts. | Recent Occult Phenomena.

Teachings o f Occult Philosophy.
Just Published : The Cheap Edition of

P R O F E S S O R  Z O L L N E R ’STRANSCENDENTAL PHYSICS,
T r a n s l a t e d  b y  0. C. M a s s k y .

Price 3s. 6d., or Post Free 4s.
Containing all the original illustrations, and perhaps the 

most valuable book at the price ever issued in connection with 
Spiritualism.

SOLD by J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.
TH IRD EDITION.—(Just Published.)

PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE
SCIENCE AND ART OF ORGANIC MAGNETISM.

B Y  M ISS C H A N D O S  L E IG H  H U N T ,
Being her original Three Guinea private Manuscript instructions, 
printed, revised and greatly enlarged, and containing valuable and 
practical translations, and the concentrated essence of ail previous 
practical works. Numerous illustrations of passes, signs, Ac.

Price One Gaines, Paper. French Morocco, with doable lock and 
key, 5s. extra; best Morocco, ditto, 7s. extra.

Send for Paragraph Index, and Pupil’s Testimonials, to Miss Simp­
son, Secretary, 87, Oxford Mansions, Oxford Circus, London, W.

ORION’S ALMANAC FOR 1883.
Now ready, price 6d., by post 7d.,

Containing full Predictions of the Weather, Winds, Tides, Storms, 
Ac.; the Fate of Nations, Kingdoms, and Individuals; the EcliDMS 
and their effects upon ihe Earth, Sea, and Air; a Prophetic Hiero­
glyphic; Quarterly Observations; Fulfilled Predictions, Ac., Ac.—Lon­
don: S im p k i n , M a r s h a l l  and C o ., and W. K s n t , and Co. Peter­
borough: G e o . C. C a s t e r , Marketplace; and all Booksellers.

THE SOLIDIFIED CACAO.
Those to whom the Adulterated Cocoas are injurious, may 

take this Pure and Natural Preparation with benefit. Prioe 
Is. per pound.

London: J. B urns, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.
Invaluable for

Weak Digestion, Liver, &c.
(Prepared by special process for re­
taining the Tonic and Health- 
Giving properties of the Dandelion

Sold b y  J. BURNS, 15, Southampton R ow, W.C.

ISLK OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid 
Ladies will be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including 

Board »nd Lodging, for 80s. per week for the six winter months at thia 
pretty seaside town, whioh is known to be particularly salubrious.

RE highest development of Pianoforte Flaying, and moat sncoessfnl 
method, if persevered in, oannot fail to produce the best results. 

Address—“ Professor,” Pianist and Accompanist, eare of Mr. Burns, 
15, Southampton Bow, W . C. Yonng Ladies bronghtont when efficient.

A  BOARDING SCHOOL for Yonng Ladies, in a beautiful and healthy 
locality on the south coast, receives the daughters o f spiritualists, 

fo r  prospectus, apply to J. Baras, 16, Southampton Bow, London, W.C.

N ATIVITIES Cast and Astrological Questions Answered. For 
terms, enclose stamped addressed envelope to B. H. Neptune, 24, 

Wallgrave Boad, Earl’s Court, Loudon.
LtMtUun : »nu  ! u imH iit u  o j  j a  t.Kn d u n s , 16 , Quu t l i -

a in p ton How, Mol born, W.C.


