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B I B L E  S P I R I T U A L I S M .

X I V . -  C O M PE N SA T IO N .
F e w  th ings are  sublim er th an  th e  philosophic 

a n d  theologic sides of Spiritualism . W e  appre­
h e n d  no system  ever y e t m ade known to  the  world 
w il l  exercise so profound an educative influence 
u p o n  i t  as Spiritualism , though now so m uch 
desp ised , because it  throw s a m an in to  and upon 
h im se lf, to find his penalty  for every w rong 
ac tio n  in  him self, and his rew ard in the  same 
p lace .

W h e n  m en and women realise th a t every 
th o u g h t, deed, emotion* is te lling  upon themselves 
fo r th e ir  own good or ev il, th ey  w ill revolu tion­
ise  th e ir  p resent m ethods of living. F o r m an 
w as in tended to  he profoundly selfish. T he 
G olden  B uies— Love to  God, and love to man, 
seem  w hat we call unselfish. T hey  are, however, 
com plete  N um ber Oneism ; for they  are  really  
th e  m ethod of self-happiness and profit. Do tha t, 
an d  as a resu lt you w ill have the kingdom  of 
h eaven  w ith in  you. So th a t these golden com­
m ands of love to all outside me are really  th is  
— L ove to Self in  another form.

T h e  C hurch has never failed more th an  in  
th is  one th ing . I t  has not tau g h t sp iritua lity  
of life. I t  has m ade more of an ex ternal hell 
and  heaven th an  it  has of the  inner hell and 
heaven, w ithou t w hich the outer environm ent is 
w orthless if  i t  do no t correspond. So w ith  its 
holy  places, holy duties, holy days, &c.— all these 
are the  le tte r, th e  fo rm ; the sp irit know s noth ing  
of such barren  th ings, as being  au thorita tive , 
till i t  sees th a t they  are of use to the  m an him ­
self.

Few  things are m ore d istressing than  the  doubt 
of th is age on the  self-answered query  of Job—  
“  Shall no t the  Ju d g e  o f all the  ea rth  do r ig h t ? ”

I t  is a  m arvellous th ing  th a t  an  agnostic can say 
— God is, b u t we can know  no th ing  about him , 
and ask a t  the  same tim e, “  Is  life w orth  liv ing  ? ’’ 
W e  rem em ber reading  J . 8. M ill’s Essays on 
KeligioD, w here he w eighs th e  old argum ent for 
th e  benevolence o f th e  D e ity , and  decides for 
malevolence. W e w ould say far more th an  
M ill, on h is line of argum ent, i f  m an be no t im ­
m ortal. A nyth ing  more diabolic, more schem ed 
to inflict to rtu re  on men, i t  is impossible to con­
ceive. W ith  another life th e  th in g  becomes one 
of the  sublim est facts th e  m ind of m an can 
reach at.

This question of Job’s is a  fair one. W e  de­
cline to be silenced before God. A sk questions 
of H im  w e will— and ask till  w e are answ ered. 
I t  is th e  only w ay of progressing.

W e fail to  see the  E vangelic dogma th a t m an 
is under any  debt t i  God as ye t. W h a t has 
m an got th a t  is w orth  having ? Is  i t  not one 
g rea t travail so far, as the  B ible says ? E very  
hum an soul is or w ill be in  a  labouring pain, to 
give b irth  to his sp iritual self. Every m an, so 
so far as life has gone as yet, m igh t say to God 
— “ You have trea ted  me badly  ! ’’

B u t w ith  another life, and w ith the  tendenoy 
of sp irit na tu re  th a t  we see w ith in  us, we can 
discern th a t all th is  is w orking sublim e good, and 
w ith  such cum ulative force th a t  these “  lig h t 
afflictions ” are no t w orthy to be counted. The 
tim e is to come, as may be seen by  the  soul’s own 
prophecies, w hen every knee shall bow, and say 
— w ith  In te llec t, Conscience, H eart, and W ill, 
in  fu ll ecstatic blending— “ T hy  will be done, 
for T hy  will is best.”  The tim e w ill come w hen 
m an shall feel an  eternal debt of obligation to  
God for th e  g rea t blessing of life.

The m any th ings of the  “  reductio  ad  absur- 
dum  ” class th a t  resu lt from denying im m ortality  
are  a  sure proof th a t  i t  is not the  r ig h t theory  of



hum an life th a t  i t  should die. Perhaps the  
m ost pow erful inference of th is  k ind  is the  im ­
mense am ount of in justice th a t would m eet all i f  
D eath  ends all. T here is not one crim e adequate­
ly  punished, and the  g rea ter num ber and w orst 
of crim es are never reaohed a t all th is side the 
grave. I f  th is be not an induotive fact pointing 
to  an unm istakeable correlative called never-end­
ing life, then Soicnoe has induotive facts th a t 
point necessarily to o ther facts. A  geologist can 
read an  universe in a pebble. A  palaeontologist 
w ith  a fossil can lead you into th e  rom antic life 
of m illions of years ago. W h y  ? B ecause  one

FACT ALWAYS MEANS ANOTHER FACT. A nd W6
hold th a t th is  scene of vast in justice  has only one 
fact th a t can m eet i t— Im m ortality .

T here are  two classes of m en and women in  
th is  sphere of life— the  oppressed and the oppres­
sors. To those two classes it is necessary for 
harm ony of th in k in g  to b ring  two words or ideas 
— Compensation and R etribu tion . I t  is w ith  the  
form er of these we have to do for the  rem ainder 
of th is  article.

I f  m an does not m eet Com pensation in  the 
course of life, then  he has a grave charge to 
b ring  against the  Creator. H e  has received a 
deadly w rong in  th a t  case. B u t so far as we 
can study  th e  outer world and its  laws, w ith  our 
inner w orld and its  law s and prophecies, we are 
compelled to adm it th a t there  is every sign— 
indeed every proof—of sublim e justice being 
done, and, therefore, of Com pensation w ith  its  
an tith e tica l faot, R etribu tion .

F or there  is no t only suffering— the  resu ltan t 
of our own misdoing, b u t there  is pain, and often 
th e  cruellest— so fa r  as th is  life is concerned—  
whioh is the resu lt of the  m isdoing and m alig­
nancy of others. In  th e  quickened oonscienoe 
and sensitive emotions, and sharp in te llect o f an ­
o ther life i t  w ill seem as horrib le to do w rong to  
ano ther how ever d istan t from us, or even not to 
do r ig h t to h im , as i t  now seems for a m other to  
m urder her own child. You can see a parallel 
to th is  in  the  sentim ent tow ards women, say, 500 
years ago and now. A  m an would th in k  him self 
a  barbarian  to  do now, w hat a noble w ould have 
done unblushingly  then. Compare a Cetewayo 
and  a Garfield, and you  can see the difference 
betw een cu ltured  and uncu ltu red  conscience.

I t  i s ' l ittle  know n the intense angu ish  the  
w rong-doing of a  real v illain  causes to a  good 
m an or woman. A  C hrist w eeping on O livet is 
a  sign of the  one end of hum an l i f e ; a Caligula 
or Nero is the  other. The finer a  n a tu re  grows 
th e  more acute becomes th is  sensibility. H ence 
we believe th a t in  H eaven there  is more pain  a t 
tim es th an  there  is in  H ell. I n  fact we doubt— 
and ourself are su re— w hether any  person suffers 
fo r  sin, th a t is, feels its  in iqu ity , till  the  whole 
soul sees it  in  penitence, and, like  M ary M ag­
dalene, loves m uch beoause forgiven muoh. On­
ly  then , I  believe, does real punishm ent begin. 
U p to then  i t  is the  pressure of the  outw ard en­
vironm ent no t in  harm ony w ith  the man, causing 
him  pain, deprivation, perhaps rem orse, b u t no t 
punishm ent, for th a t m ust be sp iritua l and self- 
inflicted, ‘

I t  is, indeed, here th a t  all true  Compensation, 
and R etribu tion  m ust be. W h a t is the  use of th e  
D uke of N orfolk’s he ir being h is h e ir ?  H e  
m ight ju s t as well be the son of a  traveling  tin k e r . 
H e  is b lind  and idiotic. W hat was the  use of th e  
la te  D uke of P o rtlan d  hav ing  a m agnificent e s ta te  
— one of the palaces of th e  land— and a g re a t 
nam e and title , if, cruelly  diseased and bu rdened  
w ith  life, he constructs a  v ast sub terranean  palace  
th a t he m ay be aw ay from his k ind  ? E ach  o f  
these w ould say— L et m e b e  a peasant, i f  only I  
am in  self able to live so as to  be a t peace a n d  
happy.

Now the  fact is, th e re  is no t a  m om ent b u t in  
th is, the  tru e  and only sense, we a re  being com ­
pensated or re tribu ted . W e  take a boy w ho 
studies a t school. H e  gets new ideas, b u t ev ery  
idea m eans a b igger soul. T h a t law  holds good 
all th rough  an in tellectual m an’s life. E v e iy  
effort made to get know ledge is itse lf a rew ard . 
W ho would not ra th e r be a N ew ton than  a c h ie f  
of the  A m erican Ind ians ? Compare, also, th e  
toil of the  form er and the ease of the la tte r. T h e  
same holds tru e  of the conscience. L e t a  m an  
obey th a t a t all hazards, and it  brings th e  peace  
th a t passes all understanding . L e t h im  n e g le c t 
or refuse obedience, and a t once th e  curse b eg in s . 
So w ith  emotions. Love the rig h t th in g  in  th e  
r ig h t way, and the  passions of one’s na tu re  b e ­
come a constant glory. B u t love the  w ro n g  
th in g  in  the  w rong way, and th ey  are lik e  so  
m any tearing , g rind ing  Furies. T he same w ith  
the  will. L e t a m an persist in  doing w hat in te l­
lect, conscience, and  inform ed love te ll him , a n d  
th e  good th in g  at first hard  becomes easy, th e n  
habitual, and a t last p a rt of his e ternal character. 
L e t him  not do it, and th a t w ill-pow er is e ith e r  
the  servant of a  fiend-like passion, or is sh a tte re d  
so th a t i t  wobbles th is  w ay, th a t way, any  w ay, 
— leaving th e  m an in  a  continual s ta te  of sp iri­
tu a l palsy.

W e cannot express our sense of horro r a t  th e  
neglect of the C hurch in  teaching th is  law  o f  
sp iriritua l l i f e : th a t r ig h t doing in  in te llect, in  
conscience, in  heart, in  will, in  body, m eans 
blessing there  and then, and in  no o ther w ay can 
blessing be obtained. T h ro u g h  teaching  an  o u t­
side salvation, as done for us, our religious teach ­
ers have no t only deceived the people, b u t ru in e d  
them  for m any an  age.

W e  take, for exam ple, an  orthodox specim en 
of the  Saved. T he utm ost th a t  can be  said  of 
h is goodness, i f  i t  be suoh, is, th a t h e  has n o t 
done m uch evil, at all events no t th e  grosser form  
of it. I t  would be very  difficult for him  to find 
any positive good th a t he has done in  th e  w orld 
besides subscribe to some charities, or h is  w ife 
a ttend ing  a Dorcas society, or some few th in g s  
of th a t description. H e  has been to ld  of salva­
tion— th a t i t  consists in resting  on ano ther’s do ­
ings, and by no means to do any th ing  h im se lf 
w ith  a  view to salvation. Salvation as an  object 
is no t now, he is told, b u t to be taken  in  ftill- 
orbed completeness the  m om ent a fte r  death. I f  
you ask him  to ag ita te  against the  D rink  Traffic, 
the  Opium  Trade, the  W ar Policy, R epresen tation  
of the  People, P ub lic  Education, he te lls  you  i t



is ^political, n o t religious, and he probably views 
i t  as some th ink ings of th e  devil. (W e are no t 
e x ag g era tin g ; w e can b ring  forw ard thousands 
on; thousands of th is  very  specim en.) I f  you  
ask  him  i f  he  has read any  book above H oratius 
B onar’s gush ing  tw addle, he tells you th a t he  is 
afraid you  are  “ w orshipping the  in te llect.” 
These characters die by  the  m illion, em pty of 
ideas, w ith  consoienoe by no means keen to sin, 
w ith  w ills un tra ined  to do m uch, and w ith  hearts, 
i f  lov ing , very  childish. T ha t is an  average 
C hristian as he  or she enters th a t  o ther life. In  
th§ nam e of common sense, can th is  be called 
Salvation ? A  life-tim e has been w asted under 
a  false idea, a n d  a t death nearly  every th ing  has 
to be done, in  w hat alone oan be oalled salvation.

T h is  life b rings w ith  i t  a  great deal of suffer­
ing, from the  w ant of A t-one-m ent betw een our 
environm ent and  us. T he inductive study  of 
outside N a tu re , and its  influence on u s ;  the  
safne study  of inner Self, w ith , as we hold, th e  
necessaiy  sequential idea of never-ending l i f e ; 
anil th e  study  of th e  faots of Spiritualism , would 
show th a t the  violence of the  present system  of 
th ings, the  im m ense distance betw een some souls 
— as Jerem iah , B uddha, C hrist, and many others 
— and the  present harsh  environm ent of hum an 
n a tu re  more th an  th a t of physical n a tu re , leads 
to a  g rea t pain  iu  and to them .

I t  is hard  on these pu rer souls, in  a  vicarious 
f o r m ; i t  is hard  on  souls like C aligula, Nero, and 
Ndpoleon— and all false in  self—in  a pun itive  
form. T hat is G od’s though t, in  th is  U niverse 
of. in -se lf and out-of-self, th a t “  the wages of sin 
is d ea th .’’ Those law s wage eternal w ar to th e  
death  of all th a t  is false in  self.

T o  the  good and pu re  and obedient to d u ty  
in a ll circum stances i t  b rings p resen t pain, b u t 
th a t pain  is itse lf a germ  of unto ld  blessing. For 
i t  develops a oharacter th a t w ill be to itse lf 
a blessing, and a b lessing to  all around.

F or, study  carefully the  P au line  idea of the 
effect of nobly m et and acted suffering. I t  is 
full o f Com pensation. I t  develops the  v irtues 
of patience, or self-control in  face of the  sublim e 
law s by  whioh we are en v iro n ed ; long-suffering, 
a -m ingling of patienoe and love and kindness—  
active lo v e ; and the deepening of th a t  noblest 
emotion of God and man— Love.

W e  do no t anticipate th a t the  pain of a hum an 
sp irit p a rtin g  w ith  its  old conceptions and relations 
to a ll around, under the  dominance of tru e r aud 
new ly-gained ideas, w ill ever be absent from us. 
I t  w ould no t be well th a t i t  should. I t  is the  
divine corrective to a  m orbid conservatism . B u t 
w© apprehend th a t as the  race progresses, the 
travail b ir th  is m ade less v iolent, beoause the  en­
vironm ent of opposing spirits is less severe and 
harsh. A s  the  race advances w ith  unan im ity  of 
w ill to the  h igher life, and  w ith  a  perception of 
the  tru e  m ethod— to le t every one have free p lay  
to  speak the tru th  th a t is in  h im , because vile 
passions w ill be subdued, and sincerity  in  all be 
m anifestly seen— as th e  race progresses, th is  vic­
arious and pun itive  pain  will be a ll b u t if  no t 
altogether absent, and the  pain  of ascent from  the

lower to th e  h igher form of life be com paratively 
nothing.

I t  m ust no t be forgotten  th a t th e  spirits “  of 
the  ju s t m ade perfect ”  are still environed, bu rd ­
ened, w ith  the  im m ense am ount of lower, and a 
large p a rt devilised, hum anity  below them . 
They are blessed in  th is , as i t  still operates in  
elioiting the  noblest life  and purest passions of 
the  hum an breast. I t  is a sorrow  till the  trava il 
of th e ir  w arfare is aooomplished, b u t th ey  feel as 
a  C hrist felt th a t a  Gethsem ane is in  itse lf  a noble 
rew ard to self, as Im m ortal life in  its  evolutions 
w ill abundantly  prove. T heir aim, as of every 
tru ly  regenerated  soul, is  to make th a t hum an 
environm ent of lower heavens, a  teem ing hell, 
and darkened earth , an  environm ent of peace, 
love, and God-like beau ty . A nd  th e  m ission of 
Spiritualism  is to accelerate th is  end by  showing 
the  tru e  faots and th e  tru e  m ethod of hum an life 
and hum an progress. v

W e  are  oonsoious we have only cursorily  
treated  th is  immense subjeot, b u t we leave these 
germ -ideas w ith  our readers. Since s ta rtin g  
th is paper we have read  M r. H arrison’s article 
in  th is m onth’s “ N ineteen th  C entury .” W e 
commend it  to  our readers, as we do any th ing  
w ritten  by him . H e  is a  true  th inker and  a 
devout and pure  soul, one of the  best we know  
in  th is age. I f  we are different from him  i t  is 
only from our know ledge of th e  splendid facts 
and  philosophic theology of Spiritualism , derived 
from a personal m edium ship th a t  has been to us 
a g rea t pain  though  a far g rea ter happiuess. 
H ad  we no t know n Spiritualism , we th in k  we 
should have settled  down in to  some form of 
Comtism, as to our m ind the loftiest system  of 
hum an life and em otion this age w ith  its  bewild- 
dering  facts and  h a rd  theologies has produced. 
I t  is not a tru e  system , even on Com te’s own 
principles, as w e th in k  th a t psychology indue* 
tive ly  stud ied  b rings in  two scientific facts w hich 
he did no t reach—Im m orta lity  and a personal 
God. B u t i t  is a  system  every  Sp iritualist 
should m aster, a  system , we believe, inspired 
by  angel genius as a counterfoil to the  le tte r 
theologies of C hristian ity , and a system  th a t i f  
below— far below the  glorious ideal of C hrist 
and the B ible— is far pu rer, im m easurably be tte r 
th an  any  C hristian system  th a t now rules th e  age.

W e cannot im agine a g rea ter good than  is 
before Spiritualism  if, in  its  preaching and 
w riting , i t  th row  m en and women back into 
them selves for th e ir  rew ard , or Com pensation 
and R etribu tion . As a system  it  m ust feed the  
M ind of m an w ith  all ideas th a t oan be reached, 
w ith  analyses of m oral life, w ith  cu ltu re  for the  
emotions, and w ith  schemes of enterprise for 
the  activ ities of th e  soul to employ them selves 
in  and  grow thereby . In  th e  to ta l manhood 
th u s  created and sustained w ill be the glorious 
basis for tru e  angel communion, for the erad i­
cation of all d istu rb ing  powers, and for the  
regeneration of a race th a t  w ithou t i t  w ould 
be lost for ages to w hat is tru ly  good,

QURiNOI,



THE ADEPTSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST-

/

III.—T H E  P O W E R .
The “Unknowable” is a convenient fig-leaf phrase 

whereby pretenders to science and divinity cover the 
nakedness of their ignorance. The assumption is : No 
man can know anything that we do not know. Should 
one object that some individuals, by attaining to a 
higher state of mind, have known the Absolute, the 
ready reply is : Pooh pooh, they were ecstatics, swind­
lers, Cagiiostrians, &c., &c. The motto i s : Better 
absolute ignorance, than science from a strange source. 
Thus while paid Theologians brazenly insist upon 
blind belief in their teachings, and have succeeded in 
making out an imaginary God who is the very reverse 
and opposite of what God, the Absolute, really is, the 
Scientists again on the other hand deny the existence 
of anything spiritual or divine in the Universe, and 
inculcate a blind unbelief of all, but what they teach, 
demanding, however, as implicit a belief in their latest 
ephemeral theories as the Theologians demand for 
their most ancient and most rotten errors. Where 
are we to look for the truth ? It is believe here and 
believe there, and know nothing on both sides. For 
as long as we permit these gentleman to play their 
confidence trick they will indubitably continue in that 
performance, and as long as they are not arrested by 
Constable Common-Sense and arraigned before Chief 
Justice .Reason, they will consider their nefarious 
avocation even lawful and meritorious.

Leaving behind us both the teachers of blind belief 
and of blind unbelief in spiritual things, let us now 
boldly enter the realms of the so-called Unknowable.

Behold Life, the kernel of existence, is unrecog­
nised and not understood; although some scientists 
are of late lazily making enquiries into Animism, but 
as they follow the blood-stained track of the Vivisec- 
tionists—who foolishly think to pry with curious eyes 
into Life’s Sanctum Sanctorum by rending asunder 
the quivering form of living and sentient beings—the 
life-principle, which is the unknowable and denied 
Soul in man, is not recognised by these vile abor­
tions of a depraved race. Ignoring the Soul within, 
they turn their backs to the Divine Light, and in a 
foul blood-delirium of torture-mania they grope for 
the flashes of Hell fire. To the divine, and not to 
the devilised, does God, the foundation of Life, reveal 
his secrets.

No one can deny that man lives and thinks, and 
that the vital and mental processes in man are man­
ipulated for him independent of his volition, according 
to laws of Absolute Thought. Man consists of an 
invisible duality of Life and Thought, and this is the 
real, eternal Being of man. Life and Thought are 
convertible terms, and originate in the One, the Ab­
solute, the Soul, God.

Man’s real Self is the latent and eternal, unselfish 
Self that, as the life and growth principle, is ever 
active and sleepless, and this Real Life and Thought 
is the Macrocosm, God; while the manifest temporal, 
mental, volitional, Self, is the unreal, lesser and lower, 
Self,—the Microcosm, Man. Whether we now call 
the Life, the greater Self, Soul; and the Self-will, 
the lesser Self, Spirit; is of no consequence. Soul 
and Spirit exist, no matter whether we recognise pun 
give a name to them or not.

Self-will is the human Self; Life and Thought 
(the involitional principle) constitute the Divine 
Self.

It is evident that if we have a Divine Self within 
Us we can only hear its voice when the human Self is 
' *nt, for while the human self is manifest, any 
expressions of the Divine Self—which is the true 
Self—must become so blended with the lesser Self, 
as to be unrecognisable.

I t  is not sufficient that one should hare no self-will,

but that he also shoul d not allow another’s self-will 
to rule him; he should have no will but the Divine.

There is a long and tedious process necessary to 
cleanse the human Self of the impurities that gen­
erally are impressed upon it, and tnis process—until 
its consummation,—which ends in a union of the human 
with the Divine—is called the regenerative process.

The Self-will of the unregenerate is a mental patch- 
work that custom, education, habit and surroundings 
have so manipulated as to give the individual a pro­
nounced—more or less—depraved inclination. The 
Divine Self has, by continual over-ruJing of the 
depraved human will, too, become depraved, and from 
being originally Divine, has become diabolic, that is 
to say, perverted and perverse by the course of man’s 
wordly life. Regeneration is the destruction of evil 
and the establishing of Good. The death of the Devil 
causes the re-birth of God.

The ideas that custom, education and surroundings 
impart to us, are mere shadows that have been im­
pressed by ignorance, and have not that existence 
that we erroneously attribute to them. The mind of  
most men is a collection of stray crumbs of thought, 
that the tortured Soul, whenever she has the oppor­
tunity to make herself heard, throws into the mind 
in spite of the Self-will, and which the latter perverts 
according to his depraved inclination; and man, when 
he perverts his intuition, thinks that he thinks, while 
he does not think.

It is evident that this volitional lesser Self—which 
has no will of its own, but is a slave to his own deprav­
ity and is chained to what custom has made of i t ; 
that which says, “ I am, ” without really being, 
which says, “I think, ” without really thinking, but 
goes by manipulated ideas and customary cuckoo 
cries;—it is evident that this lesser Self can have no 
real eternal existence, and forms no part in man’s 
eternal being, as it is neither Life nor Thought, 
but is merely a shadow, and is not the true Self, 
but a temporal conglomeration of erroneous impres­
sions. While the non-existent is manifest, the 
eternally existent is latent. While man says—I will, 
God says—I won’t. For it is a divine law in the 
eternal: Force should not meet force. While one is 
active the other is passive. This is the true meaning 
of the Yen and Yang of the Chinese Occultists. A  
contemporary of Jesus, the Initiate, Gamaliel, gave the 
following valuable instruction for the attainment to 
the Divine State: “ Do His Will as if it were thy will, 
that He may accomplish thy will as if it were His W ill; 
abolish thy will for the sake of His Will, and he will 
overthrow the will of others for the sake of thy will. ” 
This text, by itself, is a guide to Adeptship.

In every individual being, there is latent the vital 
principle. Depraved as it mostly is by man’s habits, it 
nevertheless is of Divine origin, and we are absolutely 
dependent on, and blind slaves of, that latent principle 
which acts according to the immutable laws of eter-, 
nal Thought, and which are, at the same time, expres­
sions of infinite Love. Absolute Thought is absolute 
Power, absolute Power is absolute Justice, absolute 
Justice is absolute Love,

The Self which is not the volitional Self, yet ia the 
innermost Self of the Self; the Being which is the 
centre of Being; the latent “ I ” which is the true “ I  
am” ; the Real Self which is the Eternal, Absolute 
Self;—this Self is the Soul, the God within us,

Man living under the rule of the false Self, neces­
sarily has his knowledge circumscribed. The view 
ever adapts itself to the standpoint, but he who clears 
his mind (the aggregation of impressions) of the 
errors and perversities that by custom have been ac­
quired ; who lives rationally and m accordance with 
the Divine design of the Deity; and who persists 
—physically and psychically— in uncompromising pu- . 
rity;—and instead of being dissevered from God the 
Soul, by a depraved Self-will, he gradually ascends 
hnd becomes united with the Deity. Attendant
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upon this union there will be manifested such phen­
omena as form the base of all true and Diyine 
Magic. When united with Life, Thought is infinite, 
and then the Thought of the Absolute is known and 
experienced; but while man is dissevered from and 
inimical to the life-principle, he is divided against 
himself, and as such, finite, erroneous and deluded.

Living purely, rationally, and in strict mental and 
psychical isolation ; aspiring and praying continually for 
knowledge of, and communion with the Real, Absolute 
Being, man can gradually cast off one by one the shells 
of delusion and unreality, and ascending mentally 
and vitally until he reaches tho apex of his being, 
the centre of all knowledge, the Absolute Thought, the 
Soul will become manifest to him. Man ascending to 
God and God descending to Man, form the Regenerate 
God-Man, which is the highest state of Being at­
tainable on Earth or in Heaven.

Ruysbrock, speaking of the inner life, and the union 
of the soul with God, said : “ God dwells in the high­
est part of the soul. He who ascends this height 
has all things under his feet. We are united with 
God when, in the practice of the virtues, we deny and 
forsake ourselves, loving and following God above all 
creatures. We cannot compel God by our love to lovo 
us, but He cannot sanctify us unless we freely con­
tribute our effort. There must be a reciprocal desire 
on our part, and that of God. The free inspiration of 
God is the spring of all our spiritual life. Thence 
flows into us knowledge—an inner revelation which 
preserves our spirit open, and, lifting us all above all 
images and all disturbance, brings us to an inward 
silence. Here the diyine inspiration is a secret whis­
pering in the inner ear. God dwells in the heart pure 
and free from every image. Then first, when we with­
draw into the simplicitas of our heart, do wc behold 
the immeasurable glory of God, and our intellect is as 
clear from all considerations of distinction and figur­
ative apprehensions, as though we had never seen or 
heard of such things. Then the riches of God aio 
open to us. Our spirit becomes desireless, as though 
there was nothing on earth or in heaven of which we 
stood in need. Then we are alone with God, God and 
we—nothing else.* Then we rise above all multiplicity 
and distinction into the simple nakedness of our ess­
ence, and in it become conscious of the infinite wisdom 
of the Divine Essence, whose inexhaustible depths are 
as a vast waste, into which no corporeal and no spiri­
tual image can intrude. Our created is absorbed in 
our uncreated life, and wc are as it were transformed 
into God. Lost in the abys3 of our eternal blessed­
ness, we perceive no distinction between ourselves and 
God. As soon as we begin to reflect and to consider 
what that is, we feel, we become aware of such dis­
tinction, and fall back to the level of reason.”—R. A. 
Vaughan’s u Hours with the Mystics,” vol. I., p. 328, 
edition of 1880.

Clear and open as the foregoing description is with 
regard to the mental phase, the mediaeval mystics were 
either by the Church compelled to be utterly silent 
with regard to the vital power that attends the union 
with God, or this mystic possibly may not have got 
beyond mental Adeptship. The Absolute State is 
attended by a manifestation of absolute power, as Life 
united with Thought is the force of forces. In that 
state only can man be said to be inspired and in­
fallible. It is God the Soul that speaks, and becomes 
manifest.

Spiritualism as an agglomeration of imperfect be­
ings, is often preventive of the progress of the 
individual. Animism is the growth and development 
of the individual Soul to its highest degree of per­
fection. Although, “ Obey your Guides,” may be the 
doctrine of all the earthbound perversities of <sthat 
sphere,” u Obey your Soul, and thus guide yourself,” 
is the text for the aspiring. Man having within his

* Further on he explains : u We are one with God, but yet 
always creature existences distinct from God.”

own Being a particle of the Omniscient, what neces­
sity has he of other imperfect Beings as Guides ?

Even as outer world men are unconscious of the 
Spirit-world, so are unregenerate spirits unconscious 
of the existence of the Soul-world. Physical death 
does not greatly enlarge the faculties of man. A l­
though he has the bird-like faculty of flying about, in 
place of having a fast hold on matter, man continues 
to be as a spirit, what he was while in the body. Only 
the Soul knows the Soul, and whatever is not Soul 
is not true Being. Spirits see Souls as rarely as or­
dinary men see Spirits. The existence of the Soul- 
world is to Spirits a matter of belief, highly ad­
vanced Spirits only know of its existence. The 
Great Work of Adeptship is to penetrate beyond the 
Spirit-world, and attain to and remain fixed in the 
virtues of the Soul-life, by subjugation and icgcn- 
eration of the own Spirit.

Whoever lives the Christ-life can attain to the Soul- 
State and Soul Power. It is not the spilled blood of 
the Lamb that saves, but when our flesh and blood is 
even as the flesh and blood of the living Christ, when 
our Being is even as his, when we attain to the Christ- 
State of innocence; we know then what Christ knew, 
and have become Christ-like. And when we arc 
finally one with the Christ-State, that this Christ-State 
liveth and abideth lastingly in our Being, then, Christ, 
the Divine Soul is our very and true Self, and we, too, 
can say, u I and my Father are One.”

During the irrational sensual life of man there is 
more vitality ignorantly scattered, than would be 
sufficient to animate the solar system, under favourable 
circumstances. Life is the force of forces. The con­
servation of vitality in the organism is the physical 
base of the ladder of aspiration on which the Adept 
ascends to God. Man in his rightful state becoming 
united with his own true centre, beholds in himself the 
centre of the Universe. The Soul is the Life, and the 
Life is the Soul, and her outward sensorial expression 

! is known as Organic Magnetism.
The following extracts from the third edition of 

Miss Chandos Leigh Hunt’s excellent and mo3t 
valuable “ Private Instructions on Organic Magnet­
ism,” will give a scientific description of the Soul 
Power, and the means to attain thereto:—

“ Organic Magnetism can be directed for curing 
mental, moral, and physical diseases, producing re­
freshing sleep, rendering the body insensible to pain, 
developing spiritual gifts, artificial somnambul­
ism, cultivating plants, taming animals, etc. . .

“ The means to be employed are mental, psychical 
and physical, separately or combined. The mental 
alone . . . the silent W ill; the physical alone . .
magnetism from the human body. . .

u The primary qualifications of a Magnetiser, are 
a great and good spirit, great power of mental con­
centration, and a powerful magnetic gaze . . .
A great and good spirit of course can not be im­
parted. Its development means the development of 
the Holy seed within us, or the outward expression of 
the Divine within. The greatest recognised Adept 
. . has been . . . Jesus Christ. An Adept of this
description is known to the true Occultist as the Red 
Magician. To become one, you must follow strictly 
Christ’s laws and life to the letter, and in the spirit, 
till it becomes vour nature to be good. . . . Your
physical life must be entirely subservient to the spiri- 
ual. Your observation of externals must be simply to 
make a right use of them. Food and drink must be 
taken merely as necessary supports to the body. Fish, 
flesh, fowl, alcohol, drugs, tobacco, mineral substance?, 
and every perversion of the natural appetite must be 
religiously abstained from, and one’s tastes therefore
re-directed into their proper channels...................To
become a Red Magician, you must become all-perfect., 
even as the God within you is perfect—I do m i say 
all-powerful. You are always perfect as long as you 
act absolutely up to the light within you, and ever



pray and strive for more light. This light will grow 
infinitely. It is Deity ana cannot die, because it is 
Life. . . God, Life, Light and Good are synony­
mous terms. This Light is fed only by constant 
prayer, a desire for Good. I am explaining facts to 
you, not mythical imaginings. I f  you wish to become 
a Red Magician, mount the ladder, and you will find 
your kingdom of Heaven, which is within you, and 
our Father, which is in Heaven, and you will be at 
One with God.

“The White Magician is a high form of Adeptship, 
and few there are who reach i t ; fewer still who become 
Red Magicians. The difference between the former 
and the latter is, that the senses and the world possess 
certain temptations for the White Magician, which he 
sees and feels though he conquers. But nothing can 
tempt the Red Magician to evil any more than God 
can be tempted. The passive White Magician is to be 
found in the Religieuse. The active White Magician 
(with which we have to deal) in the Magnetic Healer 
of mental, moral, and physical diseases The end of 
the White Magician’s path is the beginning of the 
Red Magician’s,

“ En passant  ̂ Black Magic is (in part) the art of 
applying the science of Magnetism to the obtaining of 
worldly riches, and to the influencing of persons to 
obey your Will, with results injurious to themselves. 
This part of the art I do not teach.”

And I am exceedingly pleased to hear it. For if my 
accomplished friend were to teach Black Magic, she 
would teach it most effectively, and we should live in 
constant terror, as not one of us would be safe.

In another part the gifted Lady Magnetist says : 
“ My intention is to explain in as clear and concise a 
manner as possible, every class of phenomena resulting 
from the magnetic state, and how best to induce these 
phenomena and develope them to their greatest value. 
* * * To indicate the many dangers which often 
arise through ignorantly tampering with the human 
organism, and to give full instructions how to avoid 
and meet any contingencies which may arise.”

Whoever is desirous of more of the scientific and 
practical information on this Occult subject, I heartily 
recommend the acquisition of the invaluable work 
that I have just quoted, while those who are by local­
ity favoured, should not fail to get personal instruc­
tion.

To give a more exact account of the manifestations 
of Soul Power of Jesus Christ, and in order to explain 
the so-called miracles according to the laws of spiritual 
science, I take, besides the New Testament, also the 
Gospel of his Infancy into consideration, which is one 
of the now-called Apocryphal Writings, but which was 
received as canonical by the Gnostics. This Gospel 
of the Infancy serves to throw a new light upon the 
character and Adeptship of Jesus Christ, and, also, gives 
us the clue why he suddenly lost the Soul Power. For 
the so-called plan of salvation is palpably an erroneous 
human invention, and it is also not demonstrated that 
Jesus thought it necessary to meet death. For on the 
Mount of Olives he strives again to attain his Power, 
but could not. The death-trance if less dignified to 
his mind, was therefore his last and successful resource. 
It is not for the purpose of degrading Jesus that this 
treatise has been written, but to place the Christ Life 
as an example which can be practically followed, and 
to give an absolutely rational account of the Soul 
Power.

The Demon, who once tempted Jesus, was attracted 
by his lower self, and the temptation was exactly 
adapted for his temperament. On this occasion Jesus 
resisted, but who can tell whether this temptation was 
the last, and whether an act which was not recorded, 
and whereof Jesus himself gives warning instruction 
as the sin against the Holy Spirit, a fall from the 
Divine State, was not the real cause that the Soul 
Power suddenly left him, as the mournful exclamation—

“ My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken m e!” in­
dicates f

Certainly the Apostles, who believed Jesus to have 
been the Messiah, would not admit that he lost his 
power through a fall from grace and could not regain 
it. They would rather deceive themselves with the 
theory, that because he was not a terrestrial King, the 
death must have been the great object of his coming, 
and Jesus seeing there was nothing more to be done 
with this class of people, having sown Soul-seed: on 
fruitful soil he consequently left them.

In the mentioned Gospel of the Infancy there are 
actions recorded of the child Jesus, which certainly 
would make him out to be the opposite of the meek 
and gentle Jesus of the Church, as the following in­
stances will show:—

2 Infancy ii.—“ The son of a scribe was standing with 
Joseph, and took a bough from a willow tree and scat­
tered the water, which Jesus had gathered into a lake. 
But the boy, Jesus, seeing what he had done became 
angry and said to him, Thou fool, what harm did that 
lake to thee, that thou should’st scatter the water? 
Behold, now, thou shalt wither as a tree, and shalt not 
bring forth either leaves, or branches, or fruit. And 
immediately he became withered all over.—Another time 
Jesus went forth into the street, and a boy running by, 
rushed upon his shoulder ; at which Jesus being angry, 
said to him, Thou shalt go no further. And instantly 
he fell down dead.—Then the parents of the boy going 
to Joseph, complained, saying, You are net fit to live 
with us, in our city, having such a boy as that. 
Either teach him that he may bless and not curse, or 
else depart hence with him, for he kills our children. 
Then Joseph, calling the boy Jesus by himself, instruct­
ed him saying, Why doest thou such things to injure 
the people, so that they hate us and prosecute us ? 
But Jesus replied, I know that what thou sayest is not 
of thyself, but for thy sake I will say nothing. But 
they, who have said these things to thee, ehaS suffer 
everlasting punishment (bombasitic nonsense). <£ And 
immediately they who had accused him became blind.”

1 Infancy xx., relates:— u They brought him to a 
master, but when he lift up his hand to whip him, he 
had his hand presently withered and he died. Then 
said Joseph to Mary, Henceforth we will not allow him 
to go out of the house; for everyone who displeases 
him is killed.” That is to say he killed them, for these 
were all volitional acts of Jesus. The manifestation of 
the Divine Soul imparts good, but not ev il: it vivifies, 
but does not slay. The Soul Power can, however, at 
times be abused like any other power.

We must take into consideration that the Jews are 
passionate people who curse each other most heavily at 
the slightest provocation, and who educate their child­
ren by cursing them. Jewish children hear more cur­
ses than blessings. Jesus, unwittingly, may have re- 

eated those salutations which are common among the 
ews, or he may also have had a little of that passion­

ate nature imparted to him by neighbouring surround­
ings, which to one who has the Soul rower is a 
dangerous thing, as he has the power to inflict the evil 
he wishes, simultaneously with the verbal expression. 
This misuse of power would be forgiven by the Divine 
Soul to the boy. but not to the man, when any fall 
would be regarded as a sin against the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus had only this one childish cultivated passion to 
overcome: that was, the self-will expressing itself in 
anger. It was the only remnant of the old Adam. 
Lust, envy, pride, ambition, and all other snares of the 
unreal Self, had no place in his pure Being. We find 
him, therefore, as soon as he had subjugated the will of 
the lower Self by a forty days isolation,—which does 
not necessarily imply a physical fast,—he became unit­
ed with the Divine Soul, and the words came from the 
internal heaven: This is my beloved son in whom I
am (now) well pleased. But as soon as the lesser“Self 
manifested itself, the greater Self would fly a way,; 
as is the case witn every other individual.



I f  the cursing of the fig-tree he not an allegory in­
tended for the Jewish nation, it would indicate a fall 
o f  the Red Magician to a lower grade of White Magic. 
I f  the old passionate nature asserted herself, then the 
Soul Power would, as a matter of course, leave him 
suddenly. This performance would show the direction 
o f  the influence, as it certainly was no divine act, but 
points, rather, to a return of the lesser state.

H IS T O R Y  OP T H E  C H R IS T IA N  R E L IG IO N  
TO  T H E  Y E A R  200.

In  th e  “ Echo.” (D unedin , N ew  Zealand) of 
J u ly  16, appears a review  of a w ork w ith  the  
above title , by  Charles B. W aite , M .A., p u b ­
lish ed  a t Chicago, by  C. Y. W aite , & Co. W e 
h a v e  not seen th e  book, b u t as the  review  alluded 
to , touches on m atters being treated  of by w riters 
i n  the  M e d iu m  at the  present tim e, we th in k  i t  
w ill  in te rest our readers, and accordingly quoto 
p a r t  o f it

The book, Judge Waite telle us in the perface, u is the result 
o f an investigation, extending through several years, and insti­
tu ted  for his own satisfaction.” Two years of the time were 
spent in the library of Congress, which is peculiarly rich in 
Biblical lierature. We cannot say the book fs a connected 
narrative of the events connected with the Christian religion. 
I t  is rather the facts to be discovered about the period to which 
i t  refers, collected and published in their chronological order. 
There is no rhetoric, no fine writing. Indeed the book looks 
more like a lot of cases collected, with notes, bearing on some 
law  point. Perhaps Judge Waite’s training may have had 
something to do with the method he has adopted. But what­
ever fault may be found with the rather unattractive way in 
winch the facts are presented to the reader, no complaint can 
be  made about the matter. I t  is full, careful and yet concise. 
And after carefully perusing it and comparing it with other 
works, wo think the Judge is entitled to say that it is 44 the 
most complete record of the events connected with the Chris­
tian religion during the first two centuries ever presented to 
the public11 in one treatise.

The book is arranged into six periods. First—the Apostolic 
age, a .d . 30 to a .i>. 80. Second—Apostolic Fathers, a .d . 80 to 
120. Third—the three Apocryphal Gospe]s9 a .d . 120 to 130. 
Fourth—of Christian writers, a .d . 130 to 170. Fifth—the four 
Canonical Gospels, a .d . 170 to 185; and sixth—close of 
second century, a .d . 185 to 200.

The manner in which the Christian writers are chronolo­
gically arranged will give an insight of the results at which 
the author has arrived. For example, he places Oracles of 
Christ, by Matthew at a .d . 50, but he says that our Gospel of 
Matthew was not written till 180, The earliest-written book 
in the New Testament he believes to be the 2nd Epistle of the 
Thessalonians, a .d , 52, and the latest the Acts of the Apostles, 
in 180. The author’s aim is to find out what the facts relating 
to the Christian religion during the first two centuries are. 
In  doing this he takes all the authors—Christian and Pagan— 
who wrote, and fVom them he tries to find out the writings of 
the early Church. He says there were a Gospel of Paul and 
a Gospel of Peter and a Gospel of Marcion, and many other 
writings now lost. When we state that all the ante-nioene 
fathers are carefully referred to, and the passages in their 
writings bearing on the canonioity of the books we now call 
the Bible compared, it will be seen that the Judge’s task has 
been onerous. The authors in the original have been referred 
to, and where the translations in the ante-nicone Christian 
library are inaccurate, they are pointed out. But not only are 
the sources of the History of the Christian Religion been inves­
tigated, bnt what the ablest historians have said on the subject 
has been noted. Indeed, the author seems acquainted with the 
most recent German and English criticism.

The result after his many years of investigation are, we need 
hardly say, such as will not be received as orthodox. The 
incident of Herodias dancing before Herod’s captains and guest 
is mythical. Phillip was not the husband of Herodias. As to 
the divinity of Christ, this is what Judge Waite says:

“ He is said to have been begotten of a virgin, by the over­
shadowing of the Holy Ghost. This event does not appear to 
have been mentioned in Heathen, Jewish or Christian history, 
until more than a hundred years after it is said to have taken 
place. The doctrine of the immaculate conception, when it 
was promulgated to the Christians of the second century, was 
found to be so congenial to the prevaling disposition to deify 
Christ, that it was at once taken up by the Bishops, and incor­
porated among the foundations of the grand religious structure 
then being erected. Paul, who had already laid the foundations 
of the structure, seems to have known nothing of the doctrine. 
It was somewhat incongruous to deify a person born in the or­

dinary course of generation. The immaculate conception was 
needed, to give form and consistency to the dootrine of the div­
inity of Jesus. Many attempts have been made to write the 
life of Christ. But it is difficult to see where, outside the Gos­
pels, the material for such a work is to come from; while 
if the gospels are to be taken as a basis, it is oqually difficult 
to understand what is so be gained by rewriting what is con­
tained in them. Any such attempts only brings out, in a 
plainer light, the discrepancies in tnoso accounts, and finally 
results in a mere display of ingenuity on the part of the bio- 
graper in his efforts to reconcile them ; or, as in the case of somo 
writers, in a sublime unconsciousness of any discrepancies 
whatever.”

How long did Christ’s ministry last ? “ The plain infe­
rence, ” ̂  the author says,44 from the synoptic gospels Is, that 
the ministry of Christ lasted but one year. Everything relatad 
appears to have taken place in or near Galilee and within the 
year. He goes up to Jerusalem to but one passover. But 
according to John, the ministry must have lasted much 
longer, as he goes up to three or four passorers at least ” (p. 
324). But Irenseus, in his treatise against heresies, says the 
‘'ministry lasted about twenty years. ” It is admitted Christ’s 
birth is four years wrong, why not fourteen or twenty ?

Then as to the resurrection of Christ. This is what Judge 
Waite says:

“ The resurrection of the crucified body of Christ is a doc­
trine which cannot be traced back beyond the second century. 
Paul, who believed in visions, thought he had seen Jesus, and 
enumerates various other occasions when Christ had been seen 
by his disciples, . . . .  I t  is a fair inference, that these were
all apparitions...........  That such was the nature of his own
vision of Christ is evident, not only from his explanation of the 
nature of the resurrection, but from the fact that the appear­
ance to him was after the time when, according to the canoni­
cal gospels, Jesus had ascended to heaven,”

The extracts we have given will show some of the results at 
which the author has arrived. Our space does not allow us to 
quote what he says about the gospels, etc. We may mention 
that their authentic/ is denied. The mass of authorities he has 
consulted, and the manner in which ho has classified them, 
can only be learned from a perusal of the book itself. I t will, 
wo believe, form a ready liand-book or repositjry, from which 
persons anxious to know of the progross of the Christian reli­
gion will glean valuable information and learn where to look 
for authorities.

L I T E  R  A  R  Y  N O T I C E S .
— — .

Wo have received from the publisher, A. Doichert, Erlangen, 
the seventh volume of Dr. hYanrc Hoffmann’s Philosophical 
writings. The author is an eminent Gorman Professor, and 
his work is fittingly dedicated to Dr. Maximillian Perty, who 
is also a celebrated man of science, and a voluminous writer 
on Spiritual Philosophy. This seventh volume extending to 
464 pages, is not the largest of the series. I t  is devoted to 
Spiritual Studies, being a series of some forty-seven essays, or 
critical reviews of the teachings or published works of Well 
known thinkers on psychology and spiritual phenomena. 
Though we cannot on the present occasion give an analysis 
of the author’s views, yot we tnay state that he appears to 
handle the vast subject, included under the term, “ Spiritual 
Studies,” in a very broad manner, and that ho furnishes men­
tal food for tho theologian and philosopher, as well as for tho 
collector of phenomenal facts. Wo hope to give a fuller 
account of Professor Hoffmann’s work in a future issue.

The 44 Phrenological Journal and Science and Health ” for 
September, price Is. (Fowler and Wells, New York), is filled with 
excellent matter. A portrait is given of Guiteau—the assassin 
of President Garfield—a criminal-looking, hair-brained crea­
ture. The temperament is nervous and wiry, the head wide, 
selfish and egotistically imaginative. A restless self-mania 
indicates that such a mind is on the lowest spiritual plane, 
and only capable of sacrificing to his own advantage every­
one who crosses his path.

An account is given of a medical man, who cured a despar- 
ate case of cancer on his own lip, by the use of wood sorrel. 
44 An infusion of the wood sorrel, or Oxalis Acetosella, was 
made and applied to the cancer as an escharotic, with the 
result in a few days of destroying the morbid growth and 
detaching it entire from the healthy tissue. Afterwards tho 
lip rapidly healed, resuming its natural shape, and now 
scarcely a scar is noticeable to remind one of the painful and 
swollen lip the doctor had carried so many years.”

It is stated that cotton-seed oil is a most satisfactory sub­
stitute for lard, and only half the price of tho vile grease of 
filth-fed swine. I t  is said that 10,000,000 gallons of cotton­
seed oil are nsed in Europe annually to adulterate olive oil. 
If bo, why not use the article under its true appellation ? Wo 
have used rape-seed oil for cooking; it is cheap and good. 
Mankind will have to dispense, sooner or later, with the grease 
of dead animals. If we ore to have animal fat at all, lot it be 
the butter of the living cow.
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days if the air in his room is charged with a strong current of 
electricity. If the doctor can demonstrate that we can live on 
electricity, he will effect a commercial revolution. American 
corn will cease to be imported, though this will scarcely benefit 
the British farmer. Everybody will apply the storage of elec­
tricity theory in a new sense, and it will bo impossible to shako 
hands with a lriend without getting a galvanic shock. But­
chers and bakers will be ruined, ana the world turnod upside 
down. Dr. Tanner is in a f t*  way to become immortal. 
—“ Western Morning News.”

CIRCLE & PERSONAL MEMORANDA.

Dr. Mack returned to London from the United States last 
week in excellent health, and ready to resume his occupation 
as a healer by laying on of hands. He had a pleasant time 
in his native land, and brings welcome tidings of Mrs. Hollis- 
Billing, Major Forster, and other friends. Dr. Mack may be 
found as usual at 87, Upper Baker Street.

Miss Lottie Fowler writes from Boston, U.S.A., that she 
intends sailing for London in the Ounard Steamer, “ Atlas,” 
on September 10th. But, do not the Cunard Steamers sail for 
Livorpool only?—^perhaps she implies that London is her 
ultimate destination. The former announcement of Miss 
Fowler's visit has created a warm interest amongst many 
friends, who entertain a lively recollection of her straight­
forward mediumship. She will meet with a cordial welcome.

Mr. R. Brunskill, of West Auckland, is about to depart fo 
America. This, in the interests of the local movement, is to bo 
regretted. Mr. Brunskill is an excellent medium, and a 
truly unselfish man. Ho has done much to demonstrate tho 
truths of spirit-communion, chiefly by materialisation phe­
nomena, and has never made his powers an element of self­
aggrandisement. We hope he will have more prosperity in 
his new home than tho adverse circumstances of the times 
have lately permitted here.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Thus writes a correspondent:—“ The infliction of remorse 
for sin after it has been repented of and atoned for, would be 
a piece of gratuitous cruelty, with which even the Hebrew 
Yahweh was not credited that I know of. Why even Man- 
asseh was not treated like that according to the accounts we 
have.”

“ Ouranors ” other side of tho question to his penalty for 
sin views, is given this week in his essay on “ Compensation.” 
We see repeated some of the notions on the conditions of 
the “ redeemed,” upon which we animadverted last week. 
Now it is part of the work of Spiritualism to make clear all 
these matters, and guide the mind of man to all forms of 
spiritual truth. Let us, then, comment freely on all views 
expressed, and take the results in good part. Are those 
who have repented and made atonement actually redeemed, 
or is redemption a separate, and altogether different matter ?

“ Ouranoi’s ” article is worthy of careful study. Having set 
it all up into type, letter by letter, wc have thoroughly 
digested it, and can recommend its nourishing properties to 
others. As men go on in the study of Spiritualism they re­
quire more and more brain power, and less self conceit, to 
master the task before them. Think clearly, decide coolly.

“ J . K .” is provoking the agitation of thought, A perfect 
storm of keen discussion is brewing. Let them knock their 
heads together who will; be it the privilege of our readers 
to stand by and profit by any sparks of knowledge that may 
be emitted from the severe concussion of enlightened—we 
hope—minds.

A Medium recently sat in a circle whore there were several 
ladies. Tho medium, soon as the influence became developed 
was greatly distressed with a tightness and pain in tho waist 
from which be suffered for two succeeding days. Speculating 
on what could be the cause of such a strange experience, 
his spirit-friends told him that it proceeded from the tight 
lacing of the lady sitters. If a mechanical injury done to 
sitters can thus affect a sensitive medium more than it does 
themselves, we have a clue to much that interferes with tho 
physical and moral welfare of mediums, and the lucidity of 
communications. On the other hand some sitters' intellects are 
tight laced while their morals are much too loose. Poor 
Mediums 1

Indignant at the reports of his death, Dr. Tanner is anxious 
to startle the world into a new sensation in the voluntary 
skeleton line of business. He says he is ready to fast for 95

Mrs. Davenport gave her first healing seance at Quebec Hall, 
on Tuesday evening. Two patients presented themselves whose 
conditions were promptly diagnosed, and their sufferings, reliev­
ed. To meet the i*equirements of ladies and children, Mrs. 
Davenport will attend in future, from two till four o'clock, on 
Mondays at the same place.

70, Mark L a n e , City .—On Sunday evening at 7 for 7.30, 
several well-known mediums will hold a seance. A collection 
will be taken, the whole of the proceeds of which will be given 
to a distressed family.—J ohn Chandler .

Manchester  “ H ome Circles.”—On Sunday, September 18, 
at 2.15 p.m., it is intended to have a Conference and Social 
gathering of members only, of all Circles, at the “ Trinity 
Coffee Tavern,” 83, Chapel Street, Salford ; trusting every one 
will make an effort to be present, and take part in the pro­
ceedings. Tea will be provided at 4d. each. Sec., J. Campion, 
33, Downing Street.

Oldham .—On Sunday, September 25th, the Oldham Society 
of Spiritualists, intend holding a service of song in their As­
sembly Room, 176, Union Street, at 2.30 and 6 o’clock, when it 
is hoped the friends of the Cause in the surrounding districts, 
will assist in making it a success in every way possibly.

7, Eden Street, Frank Hill, Oldham.
J ames Murray , Secretary.

“ WHO FORGIVETH ALL THINE INIQUITIES.” 
(Psalms ciii., 3.)

The forgiveness of sins, I take it, is the subject of a popular 
misconception. God never saves man from tho consequences 
of his sins, for to do so would suppose a veritable miracle and 
a suspension of laws, which in their ultimate result are as 
beneficent as they are wise. But when sin is repented of and 
atoned for by a “ penance ” or penal suffering, none the loss real 
because not accorded that name by “ Protestants,” then it is 
that the “ tender mercy ” of God is shown in the blotting out of 
transgression, in the destruction of that “ worm ” of inavailing 
regret for past misdeeds that otherwise “ dieth not ” (otherwise, 
i.e., unless forgivness were vouchsafed), and in the extinction of 
that “ fire ” of secret and heart-devouring remorse that otherwise 
“ is not quenched.” To believe less is surely to deprive God of 
one of his most important attributes, and to abolish one of tho 
grandest of bis mercies to “ us-ward,” while to believe the 
popular doctrine is not only unreasonable, but detracts at onco 
from any conception of the all-wisdom of our Father, who is 
thus constantly obliged to suspend His own laws. I have 
written the above few remarks as a pendent to the article by 
“ Ouranoi ” on the “ Eternal Penalty of Sin ” on page 532, with 
the last paragraph of which I must heartily concur.

“ Cambor.”



TH E “ URG ENCY” FUND.

A LETTER FROM DR. BROWN, OF BURNLEY.
Oar steadfast friend Dr. Brown, of Bornley, who is spending 

the summer at the seaside, has written the following letter, 
which we hope ho will excuse us for making public :—

Dear Burns,—I know you will be pleased to have a line 
from me. I am much grieved to see by the Medium , that you 
are still in the mud. I would that all the Readers of the 
Medium  could see what is their duty, and do it. But we have 
too much ta lk ; it is all very good of us to keep saying, u Trust 
in God, and He will bless you and your labours.” In my 
opinion, unless we as a body of Spiritualists do our duty, we 
have no right to say this. Granted, a word of encouragement 
is good at all times—it foretells a good feeling. But the 
harvest might be lost for want of labourers. Would not a 
little help along with our sympathy do better ? If  we can 
not all bo shearers, we oan gather up the short ears, and by 
so doing we can soon gather in the harvest.

Sir, I think, if some able penman with a good influence 
would write a good letter, accompanied by a small donation, 
with a determination to raise £200,1 have no doubt it might 
bo accomplished this month. Say if one hundred gave ten 
shillings each; fifty one pound each; twenty-five two pounds 
each: that would bo £150, the other fifty pounds to be given 
in five shillings, half-crowns and such. That would be gather­
ing up the short ears. I  think this would help you out of 
your present difficulties. Although my expenses at present 
are very great, I will forward two pounds more, if the ninety 
and nine are forthcoming. Then tho present dark cloud will 
be gone, and you will be in sunshine once more. Others can 
please themselves, I will send my mite. I  can then say— 
Fellow Spiritualists I  have done my duty, go ye and do 
likewise.—I am, dear Burns, your Faithful Friend,

Strawberry Bank, Nr. Bellevue, Blackpool. W. B rown.
September 2,1881.

MEDIUMSHIP-THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE.
STRANGE PHENOMENON AT MOSTON, NEAR OLD HAM 

N ot tiie  “ B urning  B u s h ”— T he  B urning  T able-Cloth.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—I send the following account of 
a phenomenon, which took place at Chain Bar, Moston, near 
Oldham, which I have received from Mr. John Holt, Man­
chester Street, Oldham, who along with others can bear testi­
mony to its truthfulness.

Mr. Edward Glossop, Grocer, of the above named place, on 
the 14th of August, 1881, had a cart load of flour delivered at 
his shop, after which, he, along with tho carter retired into the 
house, behind the shop, to have a little chat together. When 
on happening to look round, behold a table which was covered 
by a table-cloth, was seen to be in a blaze of fire. They both 
hastened forward to put it out, and when they succeeded and 
examined it, it was found to  be as perfect as before the fire, 
and strange to say there was nothing near it to cause such a 
thing to happen. Mr. Glossop is a well known Spiritualist, but 
the carter was not, which made him think the devil was not so 
very far away. Hoping you will insert this in your next issue, 
as they desire it to have publicity, and oblige, yours etc.

J . Murray.

MR. MATTHEWS’ MEDIUMSHIF.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—In the Medium o f last week you 

noticed how Mr. Matthews at the house of Mrs. Makdougall 
Gregory, on Saturday, 27th, prophesied my having to receive 
a letter from a nobleman in Italy, and by which he would 
make a proposition advantageous to him, but not to m e; and 
how on my reaching home a few hours later, I  found the 
letter, as described by the medium, on my table.

In acknowledgment of the high gift of Mr. Matthews as a 
clairvoyant, let me tell you the sequel of that prophesy, not 
less astonishing.

On the evening of the day after, being Sunday, Aug. 28th, 
I went to Ladbroke Hall to the service conducted by Mr. 
Matthews, who passing into the trance, addressed me as 
follows:—

“ You have written two letters this afternoon.”
u I have.”
“ One of them was in answer to the letter you received 

last night.”
“ I t  was.”
“ And you followed my advice and your better judgment 

by refusing to comply with the wishes of that nobleman.”
“ I  did.”
Yours very truly, G. Da m ia n i.

MESMERISM AND PSYCHOLOGY.
— ♦o^oo—

NOTES FOR STUDENTS FROM VARIOUS WORKS ON 
ORGANIC MAGNETISM.

B y Miss Chandos L eigh  H unt .
II.— “ A P roposal to the  L adies  for Establishing  a n  

H ygien Society in  E ngland , to be  Incorporated w ith  
that  of P aris ; by  D r . de Mainauduc , 1785.

Contents.—Mesmer refuses to take two hundred guineas for his 
Secret. Cases of cures through Magnetism published. Twenty one 
Physieians expelled from the Medical Fraternity for curing by Magne­
tism- Magnetism non-exi*tant, yet injurious to those Magnetised. An 
absent Investigator signed against the Art. The first Teacher of Magne­
tism in England. Magnetism a Healer. Transference cf pain.

Dr. de Mainauduc, it appears from his own statements in 
this work, desired to become a pupil of Mesmer, and offered him 
two hundred guineas for his secret, but was refused because he 
was “ an English Physician.” Teachers and practisers of the 
science of Animal Magnetism in those days seemed to have 
been well patronised, besides being well paid, for Dr. de Main­
auduc tells us that be then went to Dr. d’Eslon for instructions^ 
who was then “ first physician to his Royal Highness the 
Count D’Artois; whose house and treatment I found to be the 
resort of the first personages, who generously published their 
cases and cures, to remove incredulity, put envy to the blush, 
and encourage their suffering fellow creatures to seek relief.” 

But then as now, Magnetism was the “ subject of opposi­
tion from those who were likely to be injured in their interests 
by its inculcation.”

“ Here,” “ continues the Doctor,” I was witness to twenty 
one Physicians, who were then receiving instructions from Dr. 
d’Eslon, and practising Magnetism, being reduced in one day 
to the alternative of quitting the treatment, and promising un­
der their signatures not to practise that science, or of having 
their names scratched off the list of Physicians by their envious 
brethren. No wonder, when such tyranny as this could be put 
into execution, that the first commission of enquiry into Mag­
netism, which contained four of the Medical Profession should 
be against the art. This ludicrous report stated that there was 
no such thing as Animal Magnetism, and yet they decried it  
because it was dangerous, and produced convulsions. I t is well 
for the history of this mock investigation that Dr. de Mainau­
duc records “ that the American, Dr. Franklin, ill and confined 
during the whole time at his house at Passy, some miles from 
Paris, was of the number of those who signed the report, which 
it was hoped would have induced the King to prohibit it.”

Dr. de Mainanduc was the first teacher and propagandist of 
the science of Magnetism in England, though at that time he 
states. “ There is scarcely a town in France where it does not#at 
this instant flourish, and scarcely a corner of the globe in 
which it is not introduced, either by gentlemen from France, 
who have nobly undertaken the task, or by some sent for in­
structions by the several potentates.”

A few quotations will suffice to show that the whole object 
and intention of the Doctor was to found a Medical Magnetic 
Healing School in England. “ It  may be expected that I  should 
here give some hints of what Animal Magnetism is, but it is so 
foreign to anything as yet known in the healing art, and a 
description of it would appear so improbable, that ocular de­
monstration, explanation and conviction, as well as regular 
instructions and practice, can alone prove satisfactory. I can 
only say in general terms, that it is the very original method, 
pointed out by Nature, independent of the art of Physic, for 
relieving the sufferings of mankind; that it is reduced by ex­
periments, observations and reason, to the power of feeling, in 
the Operator’s own person, the pain which another suffers; and, 
by rules laid down for that purpose, to judge of the nature of 
that complaint which produces the pain, and means of remov­
ing it. I t  is within the capacity of every human being to be­
come perfect master of this most essential science; and in that 
of many to contribute to its still greater improvement; thereby 
preventing, relieving and curing, almost every disease to which 
the human body is subject, without the assistance of any pre­
parations or machinery whatsoever. The great Maker of all 
having wonderfully given us the means of alleviating our own 
and our fellow creatures sufferings, and perhaps of enabling 
life to continue until some material part of the machine wears 
out.”

Historically this little work is most valuable. I t  reveals the 
state of the science at that period, and the many oppositions it 
had to contend with.

My notes upon the following published Letters further 
indicate the position assumed by the medical fraternity.

H I.— A L etter to a  P hysician  in  the  Country , on 
A nim al Magnetism , w ith  h is  Ans.w er.” London, 1786.

The writer of this letter tells us that the Professor of Heal­
ing Magnetism, whose motives he satirically and severo-

* Dr. de Mainauduc was the Professor whose lectures he 
attended, though he does not mention his name in any page 
of his pamphlets.



ly criticises, “ pathetically laments the backwardness of 
the Faculty, in applying to him for instructions and initiation; 
and very generously pledges himself to discover his secret, 
without fee or reward, to any six regularly bred Physicians, 
upon their giving him their honour only, that they will after­
wards practise upon nine poor subjects gratis every morning.” 
He next quotes the words of the Professor of Magnetism con­
cerning the founding if a society for the promotion and practi­
cal application of the Healing Art.

Now his reply to his medical friend's letter, opens with words 
which disclose the true cause of the animus existing then as 
now. He begins: “ Your very anxious and particular enquiry, 
concerning the progress of the new science, which bears the 
name of Animal Magnetism, does not very much surprise me, 
as it seems to spread a general alarm through every branch of 
the medical profession, by hanging out a speedy, certain and 
effectual cure for every disorder to which our poor imperfect 
frame is exposed, either by iulieritance, intemperance or 
decay.” This then was the cause of his medical friend's anxiety 
and alarm, which the wiiter so sympathises with, that we are 
disposed to suspect him of belonging to the same frightened 
clique. Is this alarmed practitioner of the “ most noble and 
benevolent profession,” a specimen of his class ? Of all, cer­
tainly n o t; at the large majority of them, most emphatically 
yes. If you wish to distress a medical man, inform him that 
you have discovered means of curing the consumptive by Mag­
netism, diet, hydropathy or any other method; for it is not the 
method that alarms him, but the fact that his patients diseases 
can be cured, and his well remunerated attendance dispensed 
with. At first he vigorously denies that any organic disease 
ever was cured by anybody either in or out of the profession! 
What does this expression of obstinate incredulity cause him to 
unwittingly acknowledge ? Simply that every time he receives 
a fee from his consumptive, cancerous, or scrofulous patients, 
he is knowingly and wickedly receiving money under false 
pretences, for if his patients do not go to him to be cured, pray 
what do they go for ? Certainly not to be either allowed to 
remain as they are, or be experimented upon, and perhaps 
made worse, though there are many cases in whioh Nature has 
cured in spite of, rather than by virtue of the Doctor's treat­
ment. If you begin your attack upon medical ignorance, you 
are met with wholesale accusation of personal insults, and the 
assertion that certain organic diseases are cured by certain 
drugs. Put him to the test by saying that you yourself were 
cured of consumption, and ho immediately tells you that you 
could never have been consumptive, because that disease was 
never yet cured by mortal, the thing being impossible. Oh 
Inconsistency 1 Oh Public Incredulity I Universal Hereditary 
Mental Blindness is the disease begotten by State-protected 
Doctororaft.

The writer of this Letter being unable to deny the truth of 
the Magnetic phenomena, resorts to the mean alternative of 
attributing to the Professor, sordid, and immoral motives for 
offering to teach the Medical Profession, for in a footnote he 
tells us that “ the very candid professor informs his audience, 
that something will be expected by the servant who introduces 
them, towards cleaning and preparing the exhibition room, etc.” 
I t  is not enough that he shall receive lessons for nothing, but 
he desires the use of the Professor's premises, which entails ex­
tra labour, destruction of furniture, and probably the hire of an 
additional servant. He then so exaggerates this very just de­
mand, that he implies that the Professor is in league with his 
domestics to share their gratuities by saying, “ now two hun­
dred, or two hundred and fifty half-crowns, or even, shilings, 
every week, is no trifling douceur to somebody.” What does 
he mean ? Did he expect to attend two hundred, or two hundred 
and fifty times weekly ; and are doctors so generous with their 
half-crowns ? But this is on a par with his criticism of the 
Professor's demand that his free medical pupils shall treat 
nine patients daily without fee or reward, for after telling us 
(on page 10) that the Piofessor generally treated three or four 
patients at the same time, and that fifteen minutes succeeded 
in producing the desired effects, he somewhat contradictorily 
states that, “ as the whole process seldom exceeds an hour for 
each patient, it is certainly not a little extraordinary, and 
much to be lamented, that not a single individual of the worthy 
tribe of our medical philanthropists have yet applied for ad­
mission, as they could arrive at the possession of this inestima­
ble arcanum, for the paltry consideration of so small a portion 
of their time as nine hours a day to the relief of the poor and 
afflicted.” But, as it is made evident from his very first lines, 
that if medical men are alarmed at any method of cure for 
diseases, being discovered; if they devote nine well paid hours 
to their fashionable patients, it must be nine hours of unauthor­
ised drugging, or vivisectional experimentalization upon the 
human subject, or nine hours of prescribing that which either 
does nothing or injures. If the Magnetised patient be duped 
into believing he is cured when he is not, surely he is not so 
systematically duped as the medical man’s patient, for at least 
he is uninjured when not benefitted.

The writer concludes by amusing his friend with imaginary 
announcements in the nowspapers of the future, so immoral in 
their suggestions, that they are not fit to be quoted, and only 
serve to demonstrate the low tone of mind that conceived them, 
and the impossibility of that mind to conceive of an opportunity to

do evil without concluding that it must be taken advantage 
of. The whole epistle serves but to prove his utter ignorance 
of the science which he presumes to condemn, for every practi­
cal Magnetiser knows that under the influence of Magnetism 
the impure become pure, for let him try to tempt the dishonest 
to act dishonourably, the malicious to malice, the perjurer to 
swear falsely, and be the individual ever so much under his 
Will, yet he is met with an indignant refusal to obey.

The “ Answer ” is simply another illustration of ignorance, 
and determined perversion of the truth with the object of pre­
venting the public looking anywhere, but to them, for that 
which they themselves fear to have amongst them. Indeed 
should any of their brethren discover and attempt to adopt 
any mode of truly eradicating disease, they are at once expell­
ed from their body, they being determined that there shall not 
be a true healer found among them. This is well illustrated 
in the case of the Homoeopathic School of Medicine, which, in 
1862 had to get an Act of Parliament to protect them against 
the rattenning of their “ orthodox ” brethren, in compelling their 
students to swear against Homooopathy, before they were grant­
ed a diploma, and in refusing to meet or countenance them in 
practise.

Thus it is that the whole orthodox fraternity are false heal­
ers, false prophets, and antichrists, legally obtaining money 
under false pretences.

THE DIFFUSION OF SPIRITUALISM.
------ f-----

THE UTILITY OF SPIRITUALISM.
The following paper on the above subject was read at 

Richmond Hall, Richmond Street, Plymouth, on Thursday last, 
by the Rev. C. Warej:—

The modern spiritual Movement which is usually known as 
Spiritualism has, from its commencement to the present time, 
had to encounter opposition, which opposition has manifested 
itself in various formB. This opposition has been almost en­
tirely of the mind. When we say opposition, we do not mean 
the kind of opposition it would have had to encounter in the 
16th century; opposition in the shape of violent and bloody 
persecution by fire and sword, by the rope and the prison. 
Spiritualism has at no time had to encounter opposition of that 
kind ; at least in its direct and deliberate form ; though un­
doubtedly a vast amount of physical suffering and material loss 
have been indirectly experienced by the adherents and pro­
moters of this Movement.

The warfare between awakened thought and religious liberty, 
and modem ignorance and bigotry, is in these days lifted to a 
higher plane; the conflict is almost exclusively of the mind. 
When, therefore, we speak of the opposition which modem 
Spiritualism has had to encounter, we refer to the antagonism 
of the mind, the antagonism of ignorance, the antagonism of 
self-conceit, the antagonism of intellectual pride and arrogance, 
the antagonism of self-opinionated prejudice, and the antagon­
ism of that which is of all others the most determined, bitter, 
and inveterate—the antagonism of religious bigotry.

The various forms of opposition which Spiritualism has had 
to encounter may be thus enumerated:—

1. —The reality of the phenomena has been denied, and all 
the manifestations attributed to trickery and imposture.

2. —Where the genuineness of the phenomena has been ad­
mitted, their spiritual origin has been denied ; it has been con­
tended that they could bo accounted for upon natural princi­
ples, i.e., by laws and forces usually called physical.

3. —Where the spiritual theory has been admitted, it has 
been contended that, though the phenomena are from a spiri- 
ual source, that source is evil,—hence Spiritualism is all the 
work of the devil.

4. —Finally, when all these objections have been success­
fully rebutted, the opposition has resorted to the cry, Oui Bono? 
—what good is it?

It behoves Spiritualists to be prepared to meet those objec­
tions. I do not moan that we are called upon to answer tho 
cavillings and objections of all and sundry. I do not mean that 
we are required to notice the snoers of conceit and ignorance 
wherever we may find then. I mean that Spiritualists should 
always be prepared for a fair contest in argument; should al­
ways be prepared to help honest inquiry. What I mean par­
ticularly is, that Spiritualists should always have their weap­
ons ready for use. But we are certainly not called upon to 
do other peoples' thinking for them, and save them the trouble 
of inquiry.

Now, a very common objection which Spiritualism has to 
encounter is this very same Cui Bono. What is its utility ? 
What do we want of it ? What advantage is it to the individ­
ual ? and what is its practical value to the world at largo ? 
And we must not be surprised at such an inquiry. We can quito 
conceive of persons being convinced of the reality of the phe­
nomena, and even of being satisfied of their spiritual origin, 
yet not able to perceive their utility, nor able to appreciate 
wherein their practical value consists. Another reason why 
we may expect such a question is, that the present age is 
essentially utilitarian, and whatever would enlist the atten-



tion of men and awaken their interest muit be essentially prac­
tical in its bearings.

What, then, is the utility of Spiritualism? Suppose the 
phenomena be genuine; suppose that they cannot be accounted 
for by any known physical laws, and that there is reasonable 
evidence of intercourse with the spirit-world, what good is it ?
I would begin by explaining what wo mean by Spiritualism. 
Wo do not mean mere table-turning, or the production of ex­
traordinary phenomena. It will be an advantage for our 
present purpose to give a simple definition of the word. We, 
mean, therefore, by Spiritualism—intercourse between spirits 
and men. In answering the question, Cui Bono, I would begin 
by saying that once let the fact bo established that there is 
communication between this world and the world of spirits— 
between those who have passed away and those who live on 
earth: who can adequately estimate the importance of such a 
stupendous fact, as we must call it, and the influence it must 
have upon the world at large ? How intensely interesting, 
solemn, and important, must such a fact be to every individual? 
For my part, 1 cannot pretend to understand tho individual 
who does not thus realise it.

But to speak more particularly I would say :—
1.—Spiritualism affords to us certainty of a future life, of 

our spiritual existence, and of our immortality.
Amongst a great many results which follow in its train, and 

a great variety of blessings which it brings, its primary mis­
sion is undoubtedly to convince us of, and enable us to realise, 
what is to us the most important fact in the universe—the cer­
tainty of a future state of being; that when wo cease to live 
on earth as men, we exist in another and higher state as 
spirits; and that human beings, disembodied, are still inter­
ested, and take part in, either consciously or unconsciously to 
us, the affairs of this world. This in itself opens up an illimit­
able field of thought and reflection to every candid, thoughtful 
mind.

Perhaps it will be said that we did not need modern Spiri­
tualism to teach us immortality and a life to come—that the 
Bible teaches us all that is necessary concerning those things. 
We do not deny that the Bible does so ; we cheerfully admit— 
nay, we never cease to contend—that the Bible teaches spiri­
tual truth in its fulness ; that Jesus brought, life and immor­
tality to light. The Bible abundantly answers the question,
“ If a man die shall he live again ?* We regard that book as 
the highest authority in all literature on spiritual matters. 
But the fact is, it is characteristic of the advanoed and scienti­
fic mind of to-day that it must have something more than the 
testimony of the past as recorded in a book, however valid and 
reliable that testimony may be, and however ancient and wor­
thy of veneration, and deference, and belief that book may be. 
The inquiring mind of to-day must have indubitable evidence— 
must have absolute proof; it can only yield its credence where 
it is furnished with a basis of fact and certainty ; and reason­
ably and rightly so in reference to matters of such transcen­
dent importance to mankind. It is not sufficient to read about 
matters in which we have such a personal and practical 
interest; we must have some absolute knowledge of them.

The world to-day is demanding proof of immortality. Where 
is it to be found ? The weakness of the professing Church 
consists in its utter inability to furnish proof of what it asserts 
and teaches. The consequence is that the thinking portion of 
the community is almost utterly indifferent to spiritual mat­
ters ; its characteristic attitude is passive unbelief; and even in 
the religious world there is a vast amount of doubt, uncertain­
ty, and indifference respecting these things. We might, at least, 
ask, where are ithat spiritual earnestness and enthusiasm 
which belief in these things should inspire ? The fact is that 
religion has become a mere formality, and tho practical influ­
ence of the professed belief in a future lifo is of the slenderest 
kind. The tendency of the age, both in the Church and out of 
it, is essentially materialistic. Men refuse to believe in any­
thing but matter, having nothing else demonstrated to them.

Where is the remedy ? We answer that Spiritualism sup­
plies the remedy. It furnishes that strictly logical and evi­
dential proof that the scientific mind demands. It challenges 
the inductive principle of inquiry in its most rigid form. It is 
a spiritual scienoe in the highest sense experimental; it 
appeals, in the most forcible and convincing manner, to the 
sense and to the understanding of men.

To those whose life is based upon religious faith and hope, 
Spiritualism is of inestimable value. There are to-day much 
vagueness, restlessness, uncertainty, and doubt among believ­
ers. Spiritualism, as above defined, scatters all their doubts 
and fears, establishes their spiritual life upon a sure basis, 
and affords the amplest field for its development and exercise.

The bereaved heart yearns for some proof of the continued 
existence of loved ones departed, and anxiously longs for some 
sort of knowledge and assurance respecting their condition. 
Spiritualism reveals to them the consoling fact that their de­
parted ones still live; nothing is lost of them but their bodies ; 
all that constitutes the person, the intelligence, feeling, affec­
tion, emotion—remains: Spiritualism proclaims to us the en­
couraging truth that they are still with us, linked to us in 
undying affection, and able to aid and comfort us under all 
circumstances. Those very loved ones have thus become min­
istering spirits to those who remain on earth. Granted that

this, the presence and knowledge of departed ones may be an 
awkward inconvenience and an unpleasant fact to many per­
sons, and to many families—even this is not an unqualified 
evil. It may be an inconvenience, even a nuisance, to the 
parties concerned; but the fact should, nevertheless, be known 
and recognised, and when it is generally so, will have incal­
culably beneficial results.

2 .—Having considered the subject in its abstract and some­
what sentimental view, I would ask you to look at the utility 
of Spiritualism in a more practical and personal sense.

I would say, consider the certainty and reality which Spiri­
tualism gives to all spiritual belief, teaching, and work. Can 
it be said that in the present there are that interest and zeal 
in religion at all commensurate with its assumed importance. 
Look at the difference between the apathy of the average 
Christian professor and the zeal and enthusiasm of the average 
Spiritualist. If we need reality and certainty in anything, 
we need them in religion. Besides this indifference, look at 
the wide-spread materialism and infidelity of the time. How 
will you deal with them? We answer that just as Spiritual­
ism meets the religious indifference, so it meets the material­
istic scepticism of the present tim e; for these can no more 
exist in the spirit-circle than darkness can exist at noon-day.

Consider the incentive and encouragement which Spiritual­
ism furnishes to every person to live rightly; the immense 

ractical influence which it has upon moral character; in the 
nowledge that we are surrounded by a great cloud of wit­

nesses ; that all things are naked and open to the eyes of those 
who surround u s ; that we are the objects of unceasing care, 
watchful guardianship, and providential ministry on the part 
of kind spirit-friends, we have the most powerful inducement 
and encouragement to live pure, honest, benevolent, useful 
lives. I might speak of the innumerable blessings it brings to 
both body and soul, in the knowledge it gives of spirit-life, in 
the spiritual gifts it brings to light for teaching and healing, 
but at present I forbear, having, as I believe sufficiently de­
monstrated, at least, suggestively, the 44 U t il it y  o f  S p i r i t u a l  
is m .*— Abridged from 44 Western Independent* Aug 14th, 1881.

PLYMOUTH.—RICHMOND HALL.
The subjects of discourse on Sunday last, were in the morn­

ing, on 44 The Rationale of Spiritual Work* illustrated by the 
Parable of the Leaven; in the evening, 44 Spiritualism as illus­
trated in the Life of Elisha.* It is worthy of notice that from 
the commencement of this work to the present time, our Sun­
day evening congregation has steadily increased; there has 
been a regular flow of the tide, with scarcely any perceptible 
ebb; last Sunday’s congregation was the largest we have seen 
in the Hall.

This augmentation of numbers has been realised, not by the 
rush of a curious crowd, but by the continuous accession of in­
dividuals, whose minds have, one by one become awakened to 
an interest, more or less intense, in spiritual realities; and in 
the grand fact of intercourse between spirits and men. Herein 
is guaranteed, the consolidation and depth of the Movement.

It is noticeable, also, to mark the ever-deepening interest on 
the part of the friends, which draws on by an irresistible fasci­
nation to the place where kindred spirits, both embodied and 
disembodied m eet; and where their minds are charmed, and 
their spirits cleared by what they hear from spirits and men, 
concerning spiritual realities.

The congregation on Sunday evening last, on account of its 
heterogeneity and variety was quite a study. Here was, by no 
means a class of people to be led by tho nose, nor a more flock 
of sheep to bo docilely driven; but a company of shrewd wide­
awake persons; each individual an ind t thinker ; and
yet all, upon the whole very devout and spiritually minded. 
Here are persons of the highest culture and most critical ten­
dencies ; eminent lectures and able writers, together with hum­
ble, unlettered, yet independent and fearless seekers after 
truth. Here is a grand work for Spiritual Teachers, both visi­
ble and invisible; to open the channels of spiritual knowledge 
and feed these inquiring minds with light and truth. Here is 
a splendid field spread out, the ground being rapidly prepared 
by the tendencies of the time, for the sowing of good seed. 
44 Who is sufficient for these things !* 44 Our sufficiency is of 
God*

It is worthy of note again, that the persons who compose 
this congregation are nearly all readers of Spiritual literature ; 
the M e d iu m  being the paper chiefly read. What will be the 
result of all this hearing, thinking, and reading? Neither 
satiety nor surfeit, but simply this, 44 The appetite grows by 
what it feeds on and growth being the law of the spirit, they 
will go on hungering and thirsting for spiritual truth and know­
ledge, tho appropriation and assumilation being always in pro­
portion to the healthiness and vigour of the spiritual life; there 
is no limit to spiritual aspirations.

Another result, which is really the grand and ultimate result 
aimed at, will be in the overflowing of spirituality superinduc­
ing an ever widening circumference of spiritual awakening 
and enlightenment; of which we already have an illustration 
in the steadily increasing attendance and interest already re­
ferred to. It struck me on Sunday evening, that at the rate

I we were going on, our place would soon be well filled. We 
were somewhat disappointed in not having a trance address on



this occasion, but we cannot complain, whon we consider what 
good service our mediums have rendered the Cause here. We 
were pleased to see Mr. C. Truscott, of Falmouth, in the audi­
ence, at our request he said a few words.

It was announced that a series of lectures would be delivered 
in the Hall during the ensuing autumn and winter, on tho 
subject of Spiritualism and kindred topics. O m e g a .

h e a l i n g  b y  l a y i n g  on  o f  h a n d s .
A CALL TO HEALERS.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—It is thought even at the present 
day, that the discoverer of the circulation of the blood is wor­
thy of a statue in bronze or marble. But if, Dr. Harvey could 
have told us in addition why, at times and in certain parts of 
the human system, the blood does not and cannot circulate, he 
would have added a laurel wreath of glory to his fam e; if he 
had told us that there was a more subtle and important fluid 
for ever flowing through living bodies, upon which even the 
circulation of the blood depends, he would have rendered still 
greater service to humanity.

This subtle fluid not only circulates from the centre to the 
circumference of the human body, but from the centre to the 
circumference of the globe on which we live, and there is not 
an atom of healthy living matter or substance in the three 
kingdoms of nature, which is not dependent on this vital ele­
ment. But, if by disobedience to the natural laws of physical 
harmony disease becomes engendered, this subtle fluid turns 
aside to avoid pollution, as we would turn aside from a quag­
mire, or the danger of a precipice; the consequence is 
that the blood, by contact with this disease, becomes in its 
turn polluted, and, by its constant motion, carries with it de­
bility and corruption to all parts of the system. Tho secret of 
healing power lies in the fact, that healing mediums are more 
or less teeming with this vital fluid, and by concentrating this 
element on an unhealthy organism, disease is compelled to fly 
before i t ; and I believe there is no disease in existence (except­
ing structural changes) that could not be rendered subordi­
nate to this curative agency. And although I submit that 
there is a greater wisdom, a more perfect science, and a purer 
charity in the prevention of disease than there is in attempting 
to remove it—after culpably and ignorantly permitting it to 
exist—yet it is the duty of Spiritualists, as a body, and of the 
Spiritual Philosophy, as a science, to do battle with the preju­
dices of society, by giving demonstrative evidence of this natur­
al remedy by testing i t ; especially on cases that have been 
given over as incurable by the medical profession.

I would suggest that all such cases known to your readers 
shall be reported to yourself, and the parties suffering invited 
to submit themselves to the magnetic treatment, and if you 
could set apart two evenings weekly, at the Spiritual Institu­
tion, for that purpose, I have no doubt that there are mediums 
who would be willing to bestow occasional gratuitous service, 
and thereby give a satisfactory answer to the worn out ques­
tion of Qui Bono.—I am Sir, Yours truly, S. G.

PRIVATE MEDIUMSHIP.
A lady correspondent receives a great many communica­

tions in the form of hymns—some of them prayers—from the 
commencement of one of which we extract as follows :—

M 0  Lord, incline thine ear to me,
And teach me how to pray to thee 
With all my heart, that I may be 
More happy when I call on thee.
Thou art my friend, my heavenly guide,
Oh let thy grace in me abide;
And let thy blessings on me pour,
From this time forth forever moro.
Let spirits kind watch around,
And help me on to wear a crown,
That I some day may meet in heaven 
Frionds whose sins are all forgiven ;
There in thy presence may we be :
Lord teach me how to live for thee.”

At the end an admonition from the control was given, 
which shows the true uses of mediumship, viz., to benefit us 
spiritually:—

44 Oh may you learn this prayer,
And say it every day;

That when you feel so sad at heart,
The pain may pass away,”

FOOD REFORM RESTAURANT COMPY.
( u m it t b ) ,

79, Ohiswett Street, Finsbury Pavement, E.O.
VEGETABLES, FARENACEA, FRUIT,

OATMEAL, WHEAT MEAL AND HOMINY PORRIDGE,
60UP8 ALWAYS READY. TEA, COFFEE AND COCOA

LADBROKE HALL.
F. 0. Matthews begs to announce that Mr. Iver McDonnell 

has kindly consented to occupy his platform on tho 1 1th and 
18th, Mr. J. J. Morse on the 25th.

Last Sunday there was an excellent meeting to hear Mr. 
McDonnell upon 44 The Character of the Apostle Peter,” which 
was handled in a masterly style.

Mr. Matthews thanks tho congregation at tho above Hall 
for their kind attention and assistance, also Mr. McDonnell for 
his kind aid in carrying on tho services.

Mr. Matthews is having most successful meetings down in 
the North, many having to be turned away through the over 
crowded meetings. F. 0 . M a t t h e w s .

HOLES AND CONDITIONS FOR TH E SPIRIT-CIRCLE.
A ncospm io O oirom oifs.—1The phenomena cannot be encoeetfally elicited  

m  rvry  warm, vultry weather. In extrem e oold, when thunder and lightning and 
magnetio disturbances prerail, when the atmosphere is very m oist, or when there 
Is much rain, or storms of wind. A warm, dry atmosphere is best, as It presents 
the mean between aU extrem es, and agrees with the harmonious state o f man's 
organism which Is proper for the manifestation of spiritual phenomena. A 
subdued light or darkness increases the power and facilitates control

Local OoiroiTioirs.—The room in whleh a circle is held for development or 
Investigation should be set apart for that purpose. II should be comfortably 
Warmed and ventilated, bnt draughts or currents o f air should be avoided. Those 
persons composing the circle should meet in  the room about an hour before the 
experiments ootnmenoe j the same sitters should attend each tim e, and occupy the 
lame places. This maintains the peculiar magnetio conditions neoessary to the 
production of the phenomena. A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it  up.

Physiological O o ic tu o n .—The phenomena are prod need by a vital force 
emanating from the sttsers, which the spirits use as a connecting link between 
themselves and objects. Oertalm temperaments give off this power; others em it 
an opposite influence. I f  the circle la eompoeed o f persons with suitable tempera­
ments, manifestations w ill take place readily; If the contrary be the case, much 
perseverance w ill be neoessary to produoe results I f both kinds of temperament 
are present, they require to be arranged so as to produoe harmony in the psychical 
atmosphere evolved from them . The physical manifestations especially depend 
upon temperament. I f a drele does not suooeed, changes should be made In th t 
sitters till the proper conditions are supplied.

Mhmtal O orornoxs.—A ll forms o f mental excitem ent are detrimental to 
suoeeas. Those w ith strong and opposite opinions should not sit together: 
opinionated, dogm atic, and positive people are better out of the drele and room. 
Parties between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or other 
inharmonious sentim ent should not sit at the same circle. The vidous and crude 
should be excluded from a ll such experim ents. The minds of the sitters should 
be in a passive rather than an active state, possessed by the love of truth and of 
mankind. One harmonious aad folly-developed individual la invaluable in the 
formation of, a circle.

T ss  Oib c u  should consist of from three to ten persons o f both sexes, and 
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table. Oane-bottomed chairs or those w ith 
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chain. Mediums and sensativea should 
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or aofka used by other persona, as the 
influences which accumulate in the euahloni often affect the mediums unpleasantly. 
The active and quiet, the fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and femaleL 
should be seated alternately If there is a medium present, he or she should 
soeupy the end o f the table w ith the back to the north. A mellow mediumlatie 
person should be plaoed on each side o f the medium, and those m e t positive 
should b eat the opposite earners. Ho person should be plaoed behind the 
medium. A circle may repreawl a hnseswos m sgast, w ith the medium plaoed 
between the poles.

i CoifDUST AT thk OiBCL*.—The titters should place their hands on the table, 
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and oomfortable. Agreeable con­
versation, singing, reading, or invocation may be engaged in—anything that w ill 
tend to harmonise the minds o f those present, and mute them in one purpose, is  
In order. By engaging in such exercises the drole may be made very profitable 
apait from toe manifestations. Bitters should not detire anything in  particular, 
but unite in being pleased to reoeive that whioh Is beat for all. The director o f 
the circle should n t opposite the medium, and pu t all questions to the spirit, and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes o f the conditions and proceedings. 
Manifestations may take plaoe in a few m inutes, or the drele may sit many timea 
aefore any result occurs. Under these circumstances it  is w ell to change the 
positions of the sitters, or Introduce new dem ents, till sueeeas is achieved. When 
the table begins to tilt, or when raps ooour, do not be too Impatient to get answers 
to questions. When the table ean answer questions by giving three tips or rape 
for <* Yes," and one for “ Eo," it may amist in placing the titters properly. The 
spirits or intelligences which produoe the phenomena should be treated with the 
same courtesy and consideration as you would desire for yourselves if  yon were 
Introduced into the company o f strangers for their personal benefit. At the same 
tim e, the sitters should not on any account allow their judgm ent to be warped or 
their good sense imposed upon by spirits, whatever their proftod ona m ay be. 
Beacon with them kindly, firm ly, and considerately.

Im m tootn a  with B r ism  la carried on by various means. The airapleat la 
three tips o f the table or raps for “ Yea,” and one for "B o." By this means the 
spirits can answer in the affirmative or negative. By calling over the alphabet 
tf e spirits w ill rap at the proper letters to constitute a message. Sometimes the 
hand of a titter la shaken, then a pendl should be plaoed in the hand, when the 
■pMts may write by it automatically. Other titters may become entranced, aad 
trK spirits use the vocal organs of such mediums to speak. The spirits 
sometimes impress mediums, w hile others are clairvoyant, and see the spirits, 
and mesmges from them written in luminous letters in the atmosphere. Bomfo 
timea the table and other objects are lilted , moved from plaoe U  place, and even 
tort ugh olooed doors. Patiently and kindly seek for testa of Identity from loved 
ones in the spirit-world, and exercise oaution respecting spirits who make extrava-
__ sions of any kind.

Bxtobk proceeding w ith toelr lnTrMriCTt1nm Inquirers into Spiritualism  
hould correspond with Mr. B m s , Z ^ m tS b a r o f  toe Spiritual Institution, 18s 
louthamptonRow, Irfmdon, W.O., forward a nacket o f publknr
ions and usefl__

iris postage. ~
isU  any locality wham pnbtta •

^L ondon . W.O., • . Q g ^ i y  forward a packet of publi^r
f t  f f ? *- Stamps should in all eaaea be endoeed foe
22E22$£2Ln«U uH B a or lecturers m a y b e m T W d  foe H

Christ the Corner-stone of Spiritualism.
A Treatise by J. M. P eebles, M.D

Contents:
Jewish Evidence of Jesus* Existence: Who was Jcbqs P and what the 

New Testament says of Him. What the more candid of Freethinkers 
and men generally, think of Jesus of Nasareth. The estimate that some 
of the leading and more cultured American Spiritualists put upon Jesus. 
Was Jesus, of the Gospels, the Christ? The Commands, t^e Divine 
Gifts, and the Spiritual Teachings of Jesus Christ. The Belief of 
Spiritualists—-The Baptised of Christ—The Church of the Future.

PRICE SIXPENCE
L ondon : J. B urns , 15, Southampton Row, W.C.



PROSPECTUS.

“ TH E T W O  W O R L D S,”
A Record and Exponent of Modem Spiritualism in Us 

Higher Aspects.
A WEEKLY JOURNAL TO BH PUBLISHED IN THE 

CITY OF NEW YORK.
T h e  F ir s t  N u m b e r  to  b e  P u b l is h e d  S e p t e m b e r  15, 1881.

The continued and resistless spread of the great movement 
known as Modern Spiritualism, not only in this country, but 
throughout the world, is a conceded fact. Whatever its source, 
this movement has steadily gained ground for more than 
thirty years, despite most strenuous opposition from a great 
variety of sources. Its startling facts have already compelled 
respectful recognition, not only from the most influential 
metropolitan journals, but also from men of the highest scienti­
fic attainments.

This movement is firmly believed to betoken efforts on the 
part of inhabitants of the spiritual world to demonstrate their 
existence, and the true condition of the after-life, for the con- 
vincement, enlightenment, and uplifting of humanity on earth.

The need of an ably-conducted journal, published in the 
great metropolis of this country, which shall be a trusty and 
discriminative record of spiritual phenomena, and a rational 
exponent of their significance, lias long been felt by both be­
lievers and inquirers. To meet this need, in some measure, is 
the hope and purpose of this new enterprise.

“ The Two Worlds,” recognising the basic importance of 
sensible demonstration from the invisible world, will aim to 
put on record in each issue trustworthy accounts of phenom­
ena believed to be of spirit-origin, and will endeavour to dis­
criminate carefully between the genuino and the illusive, or 
fraudulent. Genuine and useful mediumship will be encouraged 
and defended, but fraud and imposture will receive no tolera­
tion in its columns.

“ The Two Worlds ” will especially aim to meet the difficul­
ties and remove the prejudices of the religious world, by show­
ing that this great modern, spiritual awakening, in its better 
interpretation, is neither atheistic, nor irreligious, in its tenden­
cies, but on the contrary points to a worthier, nobler, and more 
spiritual conception of religion, calculated to satisfy the highest 
aspirations of the spiritually enlightened in all religious com­
munions.

The Scientific, Philosophical, and Practical bearings of true 
Spiritualism will also receive a due share of attention.

The publisher has the satisfaction of announceing that he has 
secured the services, as principal editor of “ The Two Worlds,” 
of Mr. A. E. Newton, one of our oldest and most experienced 
Spiritualists, whose ability and devotion to the truth are so well 
known, that any argument to prove his eminent fitness for this 
position would at this time and in this place be unnecessary. 
He will be aided by an able corps of assistants, whose names 
will be hereafter announced.

“ The Two Worlds” will be printed in folio form, on a 
sheet 21 by 2 0  inches, on calendered paper and in the best 
style of typography, subject to enlargement (should a favour­
able reception justify such a step in the future) to double the 
size.

Terms of subscription, 1 dollar and 50 cents per year in 
advance, or 1 dollar for eight , months. Trial subscriptions 
for first three months, received for 25 cents each. Single 
copies, 5 cents.

Should an enlargement at any time be determined on, new 
terms will be announced, and subscriptions previously received 
will be applied for a proportionate length of time.

Subscriptions, when forwarded by mail, should be enclosed 
in registered letters, or sent in form of postal money orders 
addressed to Publishers of “ The Two Worlds,” No. 100, Nassau 
Street, New York, U. S. A.

Subscriptions will be received by authorised agents of the 
Publisher, provided with written authority, and printed blanks 
for receipts. E u g e n e  Cr o w e l l , Publisher.

Office, 100, Nassau Street, New York,

Mr. James Green—late of Boston, Mass., U- S. A. Address 
—care of J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.O.

172 Pages, Cloth, 6s.

THE OCCULT ‘WORLD.
BY A. P. S I N N E T  T .

Co n t e n t s .

Introduction. I The Theosophical Society.
Occultism and its Adepts. | Recent Occult Phenomena.

Teachings of Occult Philosophy.
Sold by J. B urns, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.0.

QUEBEC HALL, 25, GREAT QUEBEC STREET.
MARYLEBONE ROAD.

On Sunday, September 11, at 7 o’clock, Mr. F. Tindall will 
read a paper on “ Theosophy.”

Monday afternoon, 2 till 4 o’clock, Mrs. Davenport a power­
ful healer will operate on the ailing. A collection to defray 
rent.

Wednesday, at 8.30, a Developing circle Mrs. Treadwell 
superintends, and is Medium.

Thursday, at 8.30, a physical seance ; Mrs. Cannon medium. 
Admission only by letter from Sec.

On Friday, the Secretary attends from 7.30 to 8.30, to 
sell literature and answer questions relative to the work and 
terms of membership; after which a seance for an hour. A 
clairvoyant medium has promised to be present.

All the above meetings on the Voluntary Contribution 
principle.

The usual seance on Saturday, at 8 , Mrs. Treadwell 
medium. Mr. Hancock attends half an hour previous to 
speak with strangers—a charge of 6 d. is made.

J. M. D ale , Hon. Sec.

GOSWELL HALL SUNDAY SERVICES.
290, Goawell Road, near the “ Angel,M Islington.

Last Sunday evening, Signor Daimani took the chair, and 
conducted the service in an admirable manner. Mr. Greenwell 
gave a reading from Hudson Tuttle. A. T. T. P. gave a stir­
ring address, and read a very interesting control from “ Dr. 
Abernethy.” A stranger proposed a vote of thanks to A. T. T. 
P., and the chairman, which was seconded by Dr. Malcolm.

Next Sunday morning Conference at 11 o’clock, in wnich all 
are invited to take part.

In the evening at 7 o’clock, Mr. Wilson, Comprehensionist, 
will give “ the Rosetta Stone of Comprehension.” It is hoped 
the friends will gather round him.

161, Manor Place, Walworth, S.E. W. T o w n s , Secretary.

LEICESTER.-SILVER STREET LECTURE HALL.
On Sunday last, Mr. Bent gave two trance addresses, the 

morning subject was, “ A Revery, or musings from the Spirit- 
land,” and that in the evening was, “ Home with the Angels.” 
There was a large audience at the evening service, and both 
the addresses were much appreciated.

56, Cranbourne Street, Leicester. R. Wightman, See.

In  Handsome Cloth B ind ing , P rice j s .  6d  
D r . D o d s ’s C e l e b r a t e d  L e c t u r e s  

O N  T H E  PH ILO SO P H Y  O F  

M E S M E R I S M  A N D  E L E C T R I C A L  P S Y C H O L O G Y .
Comprising the two well-known works by Dr. John Bovee Dods, 

Consisting of Eighteen Lectures, as follow:—

L—The Philosophy of Mesmerism.
1. IN T R O D U C T O R Y  L E C T U R E S  on Animal Magnetism*
2. M E N T A L  E L E C T R IC IT Y , or Spiritualism.
3. A N  A P P E A L  in behalf of the Science.
4. T H E  P H ILO SO P H Y of Clairvoyance.
5. T H E  N U M BER  of Degrees in Mesmerism.
6. JESUS and the Apostles.

I I —The Philosophy of Electrical Psychology.
D E D IC A T IO N , IN T R O D U C T IO N .

1. E L E C T R IC A L  PSYCH O LO G Y : its Definition and Impor-
tance in Curing Diseases.

2. B E A U T Y  of Independent Thought and Fearless Expression.
3. C O N N E C T IN G  L IN K  between Mind and Matter, and Cir­

culation of the Blood.
4. P H ILO SO P H Y of Disease and Nervous Force.
5. CU R E of Disease and being Acclimated.
6. E X IS T E N C E  of Deity Proved from Motion.
7. SU BJECT of Creation Considered.
8. D O C T R IN E  of Impressions.
9. C O N N E C TIO N  between the Voluntary and Involuntary Nerves.

10. E L E C T R O  -C U R A P A T H Y  is the best Medical System in
being, as it Involves the Excellences of all other Systems.

11. T H E  S E C R E T  R EV E A LE D , so that all may know how to 
Experiment without an Instructor.

12. G E N E TO L O G Y , or Human Beauty Philosophically Considered. 
T his is the M ost Complete and  the Cheapest E d ition  o f th is S tandard

W ork ever published.
T H E  P H I L O S O P H Y  o f  M E S M E R I S M  is published 

Separately, in Paper Wrapper, Price 6d.

C L A IR V O Y A N C E , H Y G IEN IC  A N D  M ED ICAL. By D r.  
D ixon, is. *
“ The sight being closed to the External, the Soul perceives truly 
the affections of the body.”— H ippocrates.

C LA IR V O Y A N C E . By Adolphe D idier. 4d.
Remarkable facts from thirty-five years’ personal exercise of the 
Clairvoyant Faculty.

H OW  T O  M ESM ERISE. By J. V. Wilson, is.
T H E  M E N T A L  CU R E : Illustrating the Influence of the Mind on 

the Body, both in Health and Disease, and the Psychological 
Method of Treatment. By Rev. W. F. Evans, 3s.

1 London : J. BURNS, i f ,  Southampton Row, W.C,



MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS, 
Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street.

President: Mr. G. Dawson, 27, Ellesmere.street, Holme, Manchester, 
Secretary: „ W. T. Braham, 392, Stretford-road, ——

P l a n  o f  S p e a k e r s  fo r  S e p t e m b e r .

Sunday, September 11.— „ Brown, Manchester.
9, „ 18.— „ Plaoe, Macclesfield.
,, „ 26.— „  Tetlow, Heywood,

Service commences at 6-30 p-m.
A society for the free distribution of spiritual literature in connection 

with the above association. Literature thankfully reoeived by Miss 
H. Blundell, 5, Summer Villas, Stretford Boad, Manchester,

MANCHESTER AND 8ALFORD SPIRITUALISTS’ SOCIETY.

268, Ohapel-street, Salford. Servioe every Sunday evening at 6.30.

P l a n  o f  S p e a k e r s  f o r  S e p t e m b e r .

Sunday, September 1 1 — „ Booth, of Manchester;
„ „  18— „ Walker, Blackburn.
., „ 26— „ Place, Macclesfield.

“ h o m e  c i r c l e s . ”

For the convenience and better development of our “ Home Gatherings 
we have arranged to divide them into Districts, vis.

Circle A
Will meet every Wednesday, at 8 o’clock, in succession at 

Mr. Brown's, 33, Downing-street:
., Braham’s. 392, Stretford-roaa;

Mrs* Roberts’s, 4 Thomson Grove, Thomson Street, 
Stockport Road.

C ircle B
Will meet every Thursday, at 8 o’clock, in succession at

Mr. Thompson’s, Trinity Coffee Tavern. 836, Ohapel-st., 8 alford 
„  Greenwood's,auctioneer,Windaor-Dridge,Chapehst.% —  
t, Taylor’s, 48, Harrison-at., Pendleton.

Circle C
Will meet every Friday, at 8 , at

Mr. Gidlow’s, 21, Gt. George-Bt. (back of St. Lake’s Church),
Miles Platting.

Due notice will be given as other Circles and Districts are open. 
Secretary : „  J. Campion, 33, Downing-street.

Members belonging to the Home Circles will kindly bear in mind that 
no strangers will be admitted except by ticket bearing the introduoer’s 
name, and on no consideration will they be admitted after 8 p-m.

BARROW SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION.

Public meetings held in the Rooms, Cavendish-street and Dalt c n-roa 
every Sunday at 6-16 p-m, and every Thursday at 7-30 P-M. Trance 
addresses on each occasion.

President: Mr. J. Walrasley, 28, Dnmfries-street.
Secretary: „  J. J. Walmsley, 40, Brighton-street.

Oldham Spiritualist Society, 176 , Union-street.—Meetings, Sunday 
at 2-30 p-m., and 6 pan. Mr. James Murray, secretary, 7» »aen 8 
Frank Hill, Oldham

Kirkcaldy Psychological Sooiety, 18, Oswald’s Wynd,—Tuesday 
evening at 8 o’clock.

8 0 U T H  L O N D O N  M E E T I N G S .
8, Boumemouth-road, Rye-lane, Peckham.—Sundays, at 8-80 p-m, and

Thursdays, at 8 p-m.
224 Albany-road, Camberwell or Old Kent-roaa.—Sundays, at 7 p-m, 
167, Bird Bush-road, Park-road, Peckham.—Developing Cwcle,

Tuesdays, at 8 p-m. 
J. G. R o b so n , Hon geo.

8 , Bournemouth Road, Rye Lane, Peckham.

M*i J. J. MORSE, Inspirational speaker, 63, Sigdon Road, Dalston. 
London, E,

APPOINTMENTS.
London.—September 18, Qoswell Hall.

" “  25, Ladbroke Hall.
Glasgow, Oct. 2. Keighley, Oct. 9; Stanford, Oct. 16. 

Fahnouth and Plymouth, arrangements pending. Mr. Morgf'f 
Sundays are now engaged, os the reit of the present year.

MRS. MARY MARSHALL.—At home Daily from two till 
six, and on Friday evenings alter seven thirty, to those de­
sirous of investigating and witnessing the Phenomena, which 
occur in her presence. *  Private Sittings by Appointment. 
Address, 24, Lyme Street, Camden Road, N.W.

TITEDICAL MEMERI8M.— All diseases treated, and strength im- 
1*1 parted to those Buffering from weakness and nervousness, by Mrs 
Davenport, 19, Beaumont Street, Wimpole Street, London, W. At 
home daily from 2 till 4. Testimonials shown, and references to many 
whe have been cured.

WANTED, by a medium, employment as porter, or any ordinary work. 
Address, E  care of Mr. Burns, 16, Southampton Row,

M E S M E R I S M .
D . Y O U N G E R ,

M A G N E T I C  H E A L E R  A N D  M E D I C A L  R U B B E R ,
28, Ledbury Road, Bayawater, London, W.

A T HOME daily from 2 till 6, or attends patients at their own homes . 
A  He has a number of mesmeric sensitives on which he teaches ladies 
or gentlemen any kind of experiments connected with the science, de­
veloping wonderful phenomena. He also gives Electro-Biological enter* 
tainments -Private or public: Terms by letter.

M R . TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, if 
1*1 at home daily, and is open to engagements. Address—161, Manor 
Place, Walworth Road, London, S.B.

CAROLINE PAWLEY, WRITING AND SPEAKING MEDIUM  
also Healing Medium. Free of Charge. Letters with stamped 

envelope for reply, to be sent first in all cases. 6, Derby Street, 
Gray’s Inn Road; close to King’s Cross, Metn. Rail.

F O. MATTHEWS, Clairvoyant. 126, Kensington Park Road, W., 
• five minutes* walk from either Notting Hill or Notting Hill Gate 

Stations. Public seances for Spiritualists and friends, every Tuesday 
and Thursday evening at 8-30 prompt. Other seances by arrange­
ment. At Ladbroke Hall, Notting Hill, every Sunday evening at 
7  o’clock.

PHYSICAL k  TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs. Ayers’, 45, Jubilee 
-L Street, Commercial Road, E., Sunday, at 7-30; also on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 8 o'clock. Mrs. Walker, physical, trance, and test 
medium, may be specially engaged.

TVfRS. OLIVE has Receptions on Wednesdays at 8 p-M, and on 
•1*1 Fridays at 7 p-m. Private sittings by appointment. All now 
visitors must be introduced.—121, Blenheim Crescent, Notting Hill, W

LEFT EARTH-LIFE: Mrs. S. C. HALL
By S. C. HALL.

(Reprinted from  the Medium and Daybreak.)
This affecting Letter hag been so highly valued that a 

demand has been made for an Edition in tho cheapest and 
most convenient form for wide circulation. It hag therefore 
been printed as a neat Broadside, which may be given from 
houge to houge, circulated at meetings, enclosed in letters, 
or pasted up where it may be conveniently read, To cir­
culate this Publication extensively will very much promote 
Spiritualism.

A  G O O D  B O O K  F O R  E V E R Y B O D Y .
N ow  ready, in  neat cloth, eighty pages, price is ,

HEALTH H IN TS;
SHOWING HOW TO ACQUIRE AND RETAIN BODILY SYMMETRY* 

• HEALTH, VIGOUR, AND BEAUTY.
Contents of Chapters:

I.— Laws of Beauty
XI.— Hereditary Transmission

III. — Air, Sunshine, Water, & Food
I V . — Work and Rest

V .— Dress and Ornament
V I .  — The Hair & its Management
V II. — The Skin and Complexion

V III.— The Mouth 
IX ,— The Eyes, Ears, &  Nose 
X .— The Neck, Hands & Feet 

X I.— Growth, Marks, &c., that 
are Enemies to Beauty 

X II.— Cosmetics and Perfumery

W O R K S  B Y  R . B . D . W E L L S .
G O O D  H E A L T H , a n d  H OW  T O  SE C U R E  IT. With many 

Engravings. 208 pp., paper wrappers, 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d.
H E A L T H  A N D  E CO N O M Y IN T H E  S E L E C T IO N  O F FO OD . 

Price 6d. ; or bound in Cloth with MGood Health,” 3s.
W A TE R , A N D  HOW  T O  A PPLY  IT  IN H E A L T H  AND 

D ISEASE. With Engravings, is.
W OM A N : Her Diseases and How to Cure them. Paper wrappers, 

is. 6d.
T H E  SY M B O LICAL H EA D  a n d  PH R E N O L O G IC A L  C H A R T . 

A  Beautifully Coloured Engraving, and Definition of Organs, 
suitable for hanging on the Wall. 6cL

T H E  PH R E N O L O G IC A L  A N D  P H Y SIO LO G IC A L R E G IS *  
T E R . For Marking Developments. 6d.

W O R K S on  MAN : embracing, “ The Phrenological and Physiolo* 
gical Register;’’ “ Good Health, and How to Secure it | ”  
“  Health and Economy in the Selection of Food ; ” “  Water, and 
How to Apply it in Health and Disease j ” “  Vital Force ; ” “  Mar­
riage, Physiologically Considered.” Bound in One Volume, 
cloth, 6s. ; half calf, 8s,

W O R K S ON H E A L T H  : embracing, “ Good Health, and H ow to  
Secure it,” 4‘ Health and Economy in the Selection of Food,” 
“ Water, and How to Apply it in Health and Disease,” “  Woman i 
Her Diseases, and How to Cure Them.” Bound in one Volume, 
cloth, 5s. ; gilt edges and side stamp, 6s.

FO O D  REFORM  CO O K E R Y  BOOK. The Text Bock of the
Food Reform Association. By Thirza Tarrant. 2d.

HOW  T O  LIV E  ON SIX PEN CE A-DAY, by Dr. T. L. Nichols. 6d. 
HOW  T O  C O O K  : The Principles and Practice of Scientific, Econo­

mic, Hygienic, and /Esthetic Gastronomy ; with Model Recipes 
in every Department of Cookery, Original and Selected. By 
Dr. T. L. Nichols. 6d.

L o n d o n  : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, W,C,



Bijou Edition.

INGERSOLL’S LAST DISCOURSE,

W h a t  Must I Do  
To be S a v e d ?
TRICE 8n., BY POST, SjD.

The Destroyer of Weeds, Thistles, and Thorns 
is a Benefactor

Whether he Soweth Grain or Not.

“ I am an ordained clergyman and believe in revealed religion. I am 
therefore bound to regard all persons who do not believe in revealed 
religion as in error. But on the broad platform of human liberty and 
progress I was bound to give him the right hand of fellowship : I would 
do it a thousand times over. I do not know Colonel Ingersoll’s religious 
views precisely, but I have a general knowledge of them. Ho has the 
•ame right to free thought and free speech that I have. . . .  I ad­
mire Xngersoll because he is not afraid to speak what he honestly thinks, 
nd I am only sorry that he does not think as I do.”—I te v .  H e n r y  W a r d  

Heecher.

“ We should all rejoice in the recognition of this principle of freedom 
of thought, speech and publication. This glorious ‘ boldness of speech ’ 
brings to light the thoughts of many hearts. And even if they contain 
what wo deem errors—and mischievous errors, too—their undisguised 
expression gives others the opportunity of meeting them fairly, and en­
deavouring to remove the misconceptions they involve; and in combat- 
ng or illustrating our several positions we become more clearly conscious 
what it is we really know, and what it is we really mean. To defend 
the truth can never and in no respect be an unprofitable task, ‘ For we 
have no power at all against the truth, but for the truth.'"—D r .  H oo .  

b a a s , “  M o d e m  Review," J u l y ,  1881.

A R O - U M E N T
O F  T H E  D I S C O U R S E .

The Author accuses the Churches o f making a veritable 
Devil of a merciful God.

And boldly enters into the defence o f the Christian Founder 
and his teachings.

lie  quotes at length from the Gospels, and gives many 
passages hearty endorsement.

But pours red-hot shot into what he calls “ Priestly Inter­
polations.”

Having got through with the Bible, he pays his respects to 
the various Creeds.

And, as usual, has a pleasant word for his ancient friend, 
John Calvin.

In  conclusion, he outlines his oicn Creed, the Happiness 
o f Humanity.

L E E K :

W .  L.  S U G D E N .

LONDON:

J, B U R N S , 15, S o u th a m p to n  R o w , W -C .

THE MOST POPULAR OF OUR PUBLICATIONS 
24  p p .  P r ic e  2 d . ;  b y  post,  2 | d .

THE

R A T IO N A L E » SP IR IT U A L ISM
A TAPER READ BEFORE THE CHICAGO PHILOSOPHICAL 

60CIETY
B y F . P. C O O K

J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.

This admirable Essay completely meets the requirements of 
the Movement at this time. It views from a spiritual stand­
point the power at work in Spiritualism, and explains why its 
tendencies are so diverse and to some so contradictory and 
perplexing. Every intellectual reader will enjoy it.

A  P R E S E N T  F O R  C H R IS T M A S .
—<0>—

D ream s of T h e  Beautiful.
P oems and Sonnxets.

BY
J. K in n ersley  L ew is.

Cloth, gilt 3s., to Subscribers, 2s. 6d.
The following distinguished names arc among the Sub­

scribers.
F rederick T ennyson Esq.
Mrs. 51. T ennyson Iver.
S. C. H all Esq., F.S.A., (late Editor of “ Art Journal.”)
Baroness Adelina Von Vay.
Miss Caroline Corner, (Author of “ Twixt Will and 

Fate,” and the Slinkensmirk Family, etc.)
George Barlow Esq., (Author of “ Song Bloom ” and num­

erous poetical works.)
J. M. Peebles Esq., M. D., (Author of “ Seers of tho

Ages,” etc.)
Mr. J ames Burns, (Journalist, etc., etc.)
All these ladies and gentlemen have highly complimented 

Mr. Lewis on his poetical productions. He has also received 
much encouragement from Dr. Maurice Davies, Dr. Macaulay, 
Bret Harte, and W. M. lfosetti Esq., (Editor of the Moxon, 
Edition of The Poets) who writes:—

“ I have read your Poems through with considerable atten­
tion. My general opinion of them is that they show a correct 
sense of versification, along with adequate elevation of feel­
ing and vivacity of fancy. Your Sonnets arc properly con­
structed and of an elevated tone.”

Intending subscribers are respectfully requested to forward 
their names immediately to tho author, 201, Commercial Road, 
Peckham, London, S. E., and when sufficient are received, the 
publisher will ask for subscriptions. Should any subscriptions 
accompany names, they will be duly acknowledged privately, 
and through these columns.

Mr. Lewis takes the opportunity of informing numerous 
friends, who have expressed a desire to possess a collection of 
his Poems, that this volume will contain, amongst other care­
ful selections, his “ Hymn to the Eternal,” (received with such 
favour as recited by himself at Goswell Hall, London, N). 
Many Love Sonnets constructed according to tho Italian 
Models, will form an important part of the work, which will be 
dedicated to George Barlow, who says, “ I shall bo pleased to 
accept the dedication of your book, as a compliment and token 
of friendship.”

SPIRITUALISTS’ BUSINESS DIRECTORY.
SUPERIOR BLACK CASHMERE DRESS GOODS-

Y a r n - D y e d  a n d  Im p e r ish a b le  i n  C olour.
The Best Goods Manufactured.

Purchase one drees, und you will never think of purchasing anotho 
dress elsewhere.

If you send me a Post Office Order for a full dress length of 10 yards, 
at any of the following prices, Is. 8d., 2s., 2*. 4d., 2s. 8d., 3s. 2d. per 
yard—every quality warranted double warp—it will bo sent carriage 
paid to any address. If it does not afford you much more satisfaction 
on receipt, than you expected when you ordered it, send it back, and 1 
will return the money, and any expense incurred, immediately.

Thousands of dresses Bold yearly. Reference (if desired) permitted 
to families in all parts of England, Wales, and Scotland.

Cheques and Post Office Orders payable to Joseph Dobson, Stuff 
Merchant, Bradford, Yorkshire. Established 1852.
M o u r n in g  orders e x ec u te d  to  a n y  e x te n t, f o r  B la c k  D re ss  goods o n ly .

ANGLO-AMERICAN STORES.
F. FUSED ALE, Tailor and Draper.

A splendid assortment of Summer Goods not to be surpassed in 
London. All goods thoroughly shrank and made on the premises ut 

the shortest notice.—8, Southampton Row, Holborn.

London; Printed and Published by J amks B urns, 15, Southampton 
_ Row, IIo}bom, W.C.


