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HELL A NECESSITY:
A Provision of the Divine Mercy.
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A FarewerL SErRMON to his Parishioners, preach-
ed in St. Peter's Cathedral, Pietermaritzburg, Natal,
by the Vex. ArcHpeacoN CoLLEY.

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the people
that forget God.—PsaLm ix., 17.

I make no hesitation in saying that this awful text,
misread as it nearly always is, conveys the most erroneous
views of God, the All-Father, that it is possible to con-
ceive. There is no devil in hell, or lost fool out of
heaven, that has ever been turned into the one or out
of the other, by the Being whose name is Love—the
All-Compassionate—whose tender mercies are over all
His works. It says the wicked shall be turned into
hell, but it does not say God turned them, nor does the
text affirm it. Noj; the truth is, they who are there,
have gone there of their own choice and preference—
have turned themselves into hell—have turned them-
selves out of heaven. And it is monstrously against
the gospel of humanity, much more the beneficence
of the All-Father's divinity, to maintain that Deity
wills the punishment of any single soul in hell ; or that
He does not, by every means short of coercion, strive

ersistently to save mad fools from rushing thither.

“or would & human parent inflict endless chastisement
upon a rebellious chird? or, for the undutiful conduct
of years, measure out pains and penalty for centuries
and eternities, and torment for ever and ever? And
shall the Divine Parent be less merciful ? Shall man
be more just than his maker? or the creature more
pitiful and compassionate than the creator ?

Believe me, the All-Compassionate, as He is Al-
mighty, wills not to keep any devil in hell, and never
yet has sent, and neyer will send, a single human soul
to that sad region of self-banishment from heaven.

Self-banishment! Yes, that is the word. Soul
suicides are all they who, from the neutral ground
of earth, plunge downward to the abyss, and aspire not
upwards to the higher life. No lost soul in perdition
can say—** I have been hither sent.” ’Tis self-accus-
ation that must plague him, and make him say—* Like
amad fool I have hLither come,”

He has not been in affinity with the virtues that
make heaven. He has seen nothing sweet in purity ;
nothing noble in truth ; nothing attractive in goodness ;
nothing lovely in humility ; nothing holy in life; no-
thing sacred in man. But he has been in alliance with
all the vices that constitute hell ; and, insanely, has
seen something delightful in the foully impure ; some-
thing crookedly clever in lies; something fascinating
in abominable evil and wrong; something admirable
in pride ; something sweet in the profane, and delect-
a.bl[; in the vicious ; sportive in the unhallowed of wo-
man, and hideously depraved and devilish in man.
And so, as like attracts like, he has gravitated, by easy
stages, to that adumbrated world that has trod the ways
of darkness, and forsook the path of life. And now
in congenial fellowship, wherc alone he can enjoy it,
he has found his level, and lives his idiot life with others
afflicted with the same insanity of sin in the Bedlam
of the universe—which we term hell—into which he
with all the wicked are turned, having turned themselves.
Hell is therefore a provision of the Diyine Mcrcy—a
necessity—the only place fitted for the unfit for heaven.

With a certain writer, we may safely say to each
and every ome, without exception, a cordial welcome
awaits you in the other life. You will be introduced
at once, when natural respiration ceases, to scenes you
have made a life-long rehearsal of here in this life—
joyous or sad, as the case may be. If sad, they will be
satisfactory to the soul that has made the melancholy
pleasures and insanities of sin its chief occupation. To
joyous scenes of holiness shall we be welcomed by the
angel citizens of the world of light we have toiled for
here; or to the mad revelry and scenes of depraved
horror that we love, shall we be welcomed by devils
of like character to ourselves, and the dissipations we
hankered after, and madly in&ulged, secretly or openly
without shame, to the shame of our better nature.
For no matter how bad the life may have been, there
stands no avenger at the threshold of the under-world
to inflict woe in measure apportioned to the wickedness,
and visit for deeds done in the body. The avenger is
carried with us, i3 in us, and we afllict ourselves.

Eternal punishment there is not for temporal sins ;
but eternal suffering for sin there must be while the sin
eternal yet remains, \Whatever the place, or condition
where sin may hold its lustful, hideous, hateful court,
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there, attendant, is its punishment. 'Where sin is, there
is suffering, and there is hell. It opens up in the gilded
saloons of the noble, and under the brilliant chandeliers
of the ball-10om and banquet-hall. It develops its awful
presence in the house of (God; desecrates the precincts
of yonder once happy home; and is feculent with
suffocating exhalations and loud blasphemies in the
drunkards’ haunt, the thieves’ resort, the harlots’ den.

Just as certainly as there is a heaven for the good,
must there, in the economy of God’s loving providence,
be a hell for the bad. And the two places, states, or
conditions, or zones, cannot be mixed up or blend. Bid
the poles and tropics unite, join the torrid and the
frigid zones, and the absurdity is no greater than your
senseless endeavour to leaven hell with heaven, or enfoul
heaven with hell. The two must stand eternally distinct.
“The great gulf fixed” is no poetic illustration of the
frontier—the “scientific frontier ” if you will—between
the evil and the good, the clean and the unclean, angel
and fiend, God and the devil.

Moreover, the one provision, place, state, or con-
dition, involves the necessity for the other. Where
there 18 suclight there must be shade, and every solid
object has its attendant shadow. Happinessand heaven
pertain to the first; wretchedness and hell to the
second. Light and life! Darkness and death !

Let us look for a moment at the process by which a
bad man after death reaches his fmaS lot. Think of the
worst person you ever knew, or one which the horrible
revelations of modern crime, in this our boasted age
of civilisation, warrant you in conceiving ; let imagina-
tion do its worst. Think of a man whose life is passed
in planning the ruin of others, and circumventing them
to their destruction with his own. Let this man, this
wretch, die and pass on to the other life. He carries
his reward with him—his sure recompense for his foul
misdeeds. But will he be met, as in medival pictures,
by demons, sat{rs, and fiends, under the command of the
Prince Infernal, to carry him, instanter, through the
lurid gates of hell to purgatorial fires and flames sul-
phurious? Nothing of the sort. Devil as he is within,
though man without, he will, on the entering in upon
the other life receive a kindly welcome, and as his eyes
close on this world, in which he has wrought such woe,
they will open in the angel-world to see the bright
messengers of his wronged Father, solicitous to disen-
tangle his debased soul from its defiled atteguments
of flesh, and assist at the birth of another spirit back
into its former life, as earth-friends, in the body-life
of his immortal spirit, assisted at his nativity here, and
rejoiced at the soul’s new incarnation.

But, his perception of these spiritual surroundin
will be slow. In mercifully ordained obscurity he wﬁi
at first scarcely discern his angel-helpers, nor for a time
feel uncomfortable at their presence; but soon the
consciousness of contrariety of spheres will be felt—
even as in this life an abandoned villain is restless and
ill at ease in the company of the noble and the pure—
and then he will have the desire to withdraw himself
from the briiht ones of celestial aspect and seek the
society of others less divine, and so with others still
less good, and less and less, till, very soon, feeling no
congenial companionship for his low animal nature in
these high regions of grace,—being unfitted for heaven,
unable to breath its pure air, or enjoy its ineffable light,
or endure, without pain, its eternal weight of glory—he
passes over the dreadful frontier, staggers on into the
night side of the other life, merges his soul into the
eclipse of heaven, and the shadow and deathly shade
and horrible gloom of the kingdom of darkness, until
he comes into contact with other unblest spirits of like
character and taste with himself, and hell itself becomes
his heaven : for heaven, as we have seen, would be to
him a greater hell.

And now, having found his place in the economy
of God’s Providence—Hell being a necessity to him, &

rovision of the Divine Mercy—What will he do?
Well, from analogy, man’s surest guide below, we may

with safety affirm,—since death is but a change of state,
involving no break in the continuity of life, character,
bias, inclination, use, custom, or habit (for, “he which
is filthy, let him be filthy still ”)—confidently we may
affirm that, he will begin life again there, just where he
left it off here. He will, apparently, have just the same
body. We in our dxeams are full of energy, operating
many busy things with the psychical double of the
body that lies motionless, wrapped in deep slumber—
He will for awhile, n appearance, dwell in a world
similar to the one he has just quitted; will live in a
similar house ; wear similar clothes ; eat his customa
food ; be surrounded by like associates ; and alas! will
to practice his wonted knaveries. Indeed, so like his
last of this world, will be the beginning of the next,
that he may need considerable evidence to convince
him of the fact that he really is in the other life—one
of the most potent proofs of which being his acquaint-
snce with those whom he knows to have died some
time before himself. I say, with the earth-sphere still
clinging to him, and earth memories still fresh ugon
him, he, feeling yet the same freedom there that he had
here, of necesgity begins to practice the same evils,
live the same bad life, weave the same wickedness,
scheme the same lies, fabricate the same sin, allure for
the same lust, cheat for the same avarice, speak for the
same malignity, and live, and move, and Ereathe, for
the same mean, miserable fiend’s behoof that he did
while it obsessed the wretched carcass his friends gave
a pompous burial : which fiend, unclothed, stands now
to satiate its inhuman will, unlet, unchecked of any
worldly considerations, or the restraints of life.

Self praying in self. Hell tormenting hell. Hate
engendering hate. This is outer darkness ; this is the
lake of fire and brimstone ; this is the flame that never
can be quenched : where their worm dieth not, their
worm, their sin, their serpent ; the snake element in us
the worm, the sensual horrors of our nature that will
not die—die into a higher life—the serpent that will
be crookedly wise, and crafty, and grovel, and creep,
and not go into partnership with the dove that 1s
harmless, and sings and soars.

But heaven cannot permit this to continue. The
All-Father’s mercy cannot permit that liberty should
degenerate to licence. And so the hells have to be
restrained.

Everyone there follows the bent of his imagination,
and suggestion of his will up to a point ; and that point,
ever (by the necessity of the nature of evil and impetus
of hewdfong wickedness) ever being trespassed up to
and beyond is the immediate cavse of punishment,
chastisement, and torment to the transgressor.

'Tis the want of but a little more wealth to the
already vast pile of the miser, that makes his life
miserable. 'Tis this craving for further indulgence on
the part of the besotted inebriate that makes the
drunkard a lost maniac. 'Tis the insatiable sugges-
tions of impurity that renders the debauchee a self-
cursed wretcgl, and at last a mad suicide! And so in
hell the torment is eternal, since the point of acquisition
eternally is unattained.

The reason why the vile man here should be per-
mitted to go on from bad to worse, isnot in force there.
His career of descent has come to an end. His earth-life
demonstrated that he would abuse freedom to his own
and others’ injury ; and that he may injure himself no
more than may be, or sink to greater depths of wretch-
edness in the other life, is the sole reason why heaven,
in mercy, cuts short a wicked man’s career. In this
world he could, as we have seen, be restrained very
imperfectly from becoming an utter devil! He fears
neither God, nor man ; conscience is dead. He boasts
of his villany ; rejoices in his satanic accomplishments ;
has satisfaction 1n sin, and great delight in the vile
and abominable. Punishment is now the only means
of restraint, and in the other life the punishment is so
close upon the heels of perversity, the whip being in
the wickedness; the emart being in the sin, and this by
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the grand law of Correspondences and its splendid
operation in minutest detail, in such excellence, and
inexorable inflexibility and merciful justice, that no
matter how self-willed the sinning fool may be; no
matter how determined persistently to continue his
bad course and disgraceful life, he cannot escape
the iuﬁ'ering they entail, and is migerably compelled to
iel

lebus, the punishment is self-derived, self-inflicted.
The All-Father, therefore, neither inflicts, nor punishes,
nor turns into hell, yet “the wicked are turned into
hell, and all the people that forget God.” But all that
God does (and 1t is the largest all with the boundless
scope of his mercy) is to mitigate, as far as may be,
and pitifully minimise the horrors of hell; yea, he
descends into hell to alleviate, and restrain and control
the mad, abandoned souls who have chosen it for their
abode, and graciously deter them from tormenting
themselves and others beyond the law of stern neces-
sity.

“ When the wicked man turneth away from his
wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that
which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive ”
—or arrest it from further death. There in hell he is
left in freedom to choose his own associates, and his
own way of life. He might even ascend up to heaven
if he cared to escale its splendours, or if he were fitted
for it, or if, by its purity and blessedness to the properly
conditioned, it were not & place of greater torment to
the deflagrating soul than its own dark sbode. But
he may create his own heaven even in hell, that is, he
may create such a life for himself as is best agreeable
to his state, with the Provieion that without pain and
anguish he may not infringe upon the rights of others,
this being the only law potent to prevent mutual
destruction. For since the delight of his life, thus
perverted and wasted, consists in the victimising, and
g!undering and defiling, and degrading of others, for

is own advantage and enjoyment, he will not desist
therefrom, but by the merciful provision of pain,
and the infliction of chastisement and wholesome pun-
ishment.

Wholesome for his good and his associates, for the
All-Pitiful never punishes for revenge. Nor isit agree-
able to his holy law of retribution that any one shall be
Eunished cither in this world or the other, in order that

eaven may be ayenged on the sinner, or get even with
him in any way. Such a view of the words, “ Ven-

eance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord,” is an
insult to the Everlasting Father, whose name is Love ;
who looks upon all his children, rebellious and loyal,
with an infinite desire to bless; who sends his rain
alike upon the just and the unjust, the evil and the
good ; to whose never-ending mercy all hearts instinc-
tively turn, with the certainty that forgiveness awaits
them. But ah! in the only proper sense possible,
which is remote from the populafl'y ecclesiastical. For
that love which prompts him to provide for the best
hn(fpiness of all his creatures, provides, and must pro-
vide, that they whose life, and life’s lust in this world
or the other, is evil, shall be restrained. Restrained
they are but imperfectly in this life; but in the other,
with a perfection that reaches unfailingly every wrong
doer; and this with a thoroughness of investigation,
and a vast power of infliction, controlled by an inex-
orable law, that none can by any possibility escape or
resist.

This is the law that explains our text. That rules in
the apportioning of punishment; not eternal for tem-
poral transgression, but as everlasting as the cause that
defiles the transgressor; that turns the wicked into
hell, and saves God the hateful duty which is foreign
to his divinely compassionate nature. Hence none will
be there who have not deliberately elected to dwell
there, and find their delight there.

What is hell then, say you? The heaven of the
damned ? Even so, if you like the flavour of the
definition. But I tell you it is the sink of iniquity,

where all the foul abominations of the vile and vicious
rankle and reek. The slums of earth empty their loose
Eopulations there. The gin-fiend and the harlot,
lasphemy and riot, naked vice and devilry let loose,
foam and gender there. It is the cesspool of the
universe. Can you contemplate your fair daughter
dwelling there ? your loved ones now 8o uncontaminated
and pure, companioned there with the libertine, the liar,
and the villain ?
“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
pe%fle that forget God.”
ideous the subject! awful the text! Yet, while
we lament that in the imperfect condition of mankind
and the human race, hell is at present a sad necessity,
as are at present our penal establishments, lunatic
asylums, and prisons, let us wisely recognise it as a
g:'ovision of the Divine Mercy, and trust that mercy,
iviner, may, in its own wise time, remoye the necessi-
?, and make provision for an ampler heaven by the
estruction of hell, agreeable to the words of the All-
Father, by the Prophet Isaiah, “ O grave, I will be thy
plagues ! O hell, I will be thy destruction.”

And now I have done. The truths I have endeavoured
to teach from this Cathedral pulpit for some eighteen
months past are such as I hope, by God’s grace, may
not be destitute of effect, or fail in quickening us all to
holiness of life and purpose. A great stretch of theo-
logical country has been revealed in the consideration
of the subjects we have together perpended. And Iam
sure that none of you will think that the whole has
been said on what has been said, but that an infinitude
of truths yet remain to be explored ; and that Biblical
studies, and the sifting of the problems of life, necessi-
tate, more than ever, your reverent regard as a congre-
gation, and our earnest assaying as clergy, to exhaust
them (if that were possible) of their recondite meaning,
an{l blessed, and wise teaching, and esoteric and infinite
value.

Not a few of the less familiar passages of Scripture
will be remembered by you that we have directed
attention to, and striven to demonstrate the marvellous
inspiration of. We have a last instance of this fresh
before us. The text we have dwelt upon to-night
might have been thought peculiarly unadapted for a
minister'’s concluding discourse. A strange sort of
benediction to his flock from the retiring pastor! A
strange farewell sermon! But then you have not been
unprepared from the first for any unconventionalities,
however remarkable, on the part of your minister. At
the risk of being thought singular, I have not hesitated
to say just what I think in just my own wa.{, untram-
melled by traditions of what a minister ought to do or
ought not to do. So it has been my rugged aim to be
myself and none other; to copy no one; to follow no
one; to pin my faith on no one’s sleeve, but to strike
out for myself a line of independent thought and
action. Your constant attendance on my poor ministry,
and the large congregations that have greeted me, and
the crowded state again of this Cathedral Church to-
night, justify me in the course I have adopted. Though,
I tell you plainly, had my teaching resulted in empty
seats, I yet could not have done otherwise.

But my conviction from the beginning of my minis-
terial life—and this I say for the benefit of those of
my clerical brethren present this evening who have
to-day been ordained to Holy Orders—my conviction
has been that when a man has anything to say, worth
the saying, he will never lack an audience to say it to.
The common sense portion of the public, who are
untethered from slavish adherence to ecclesiastical
forins, and the dogmas of creeds, will ever appreciate
a clergyman’s straight speaking out; while the pitiful
lispers of antiquated error will recite their inanities
and mumble their worn out doctrines, ever to less an
less effect, and the world pass by unheeding.

The views I have enunciated from this pulpit are such
as appear to have met an undefined want in the hearts
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of many, and with conscience approving, and conviction
of their truth intense, I have the satistaction of know-
ing, that beyond all other, they are charged to inspire
us with the highest resolves the soul is capable of.

Have I taught that good should be done for the sake
of reward? Have I preached that weshould live right-
cously for self-ends? No! No! thatis not our theology.
It could never be mine to suggest that heaven shouﬁl
be desired as an undeserved favour, or that hell should
be shunned out of craven fear; but that the one should
be lived, because we can do none other than practice
virtue for its own sweet eake, and righteousness, and
truth, and integrity, and love of human-kind, and the
peace of God, and all that constitutes heaven. And that
the other should be avoided from our vehement hate
of violence and wrong, and the foul, and the feculent,
and false, gruesone, unkempt, hideous, and impure, and
all that with the abominable and mean, and vile and
unholy, make anywhere a very hell.

Rewards and punishments, therefore, have notentered
largely into our theology. It has been our aim rather
to win men to heaven from the love of it, than preach
them into it out of the miserable fear of its opposite;
while, as for dogmatising on points of doctrine that
none can understand, or insisting on this creed or that:
this jot or that tittle, it has been far from me. My
most earnest conviction being that—

The upright honest-hearted man,

Who strives to live the best he can,

Need never fear the Church's ban,
Or Hell's damnation ;

For God requires no special plan
For his salvation.

The One that knows our deepest needs,
Cares little how we count our beads,
For righteousness is not in creeds,

Or solemn faces,
But rather lies in kindly deeds,

And Christian graces.

Creed being mastered by charity ; belief being merged
in brotherhood; faith in subjection to love—this is the
whole of our theology, in weakness, as I, your minister,
in the occupancy of this Cathedral pulpit have lovingly,
I hope, striven to set it before you.

And now I leave you; were I to stay with you
always I could but repeat these things, and say what
I have said, perhaps in other words with new illustra-
tions ; but the theme would be the same—love to God,
and love to man, and love to God shown, attested,
proved by love to the neighbour.

Valedictory to you as a congregation, therefore, let
me hope that this may be our heart rehgion, practically
out-wrought, to whatever denomination we may belong,
or may not belong, and let my last words to you from this
pulpit good people and dear friends, regardless of creed
faith, or belief, be to commend to your serious atten-
tion the apothegm that stands in continual need of our
best efforts, practically to carry into action, viz: that
“all religion has relation to life, and the life of religion
is to do good.” Amen.

—_—

POPULAR VIEWS OF HEAVEN.

The 412th Discourse of the ‘“Sunday Evenings”
at the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, was preached Ly
a local philanthropist on March 27. It was the last
of Four Sermons on “Heaven.” Secriptural, and
other illustrations were introduced.

Here is a passage :—

MY FATHER'S HOUSE.

Yes; heaven is like a house, not a church. We have had
enough of church, but who has had too much of a beloved
parent's house? Ve love the house of the parent who looks
kindly upon one, who bears with one's faults and errars, who
forgives one's sins, and who cheers and equips one for the
battle of life! Who does not love the house where one's
gentle mother puts on us the armour to protect usin the
strife and whose love nerves us for the struggle we have to
undergo? Heaven! our heaven, yours and mine, is like a
perfect house, a house where we shall find somebody to love,

and others to love us; where we shall rest, and from which
we shall go forth inspired of love to work for God and for
mankind. That is the idea of Jesus.

And another :—

Some persons have queer notions about heaven. They think
that we shall have tolove fresh people; that entering heaven
will be like emigrating from England to America, where one
finds strange people, and we have to wait until we are known
to them and they are known to us before we can feel at home
with them and love them or reccive love from them in
return—a place where one does not know anybody. O dear
me! who could relish such *‘emigrating” to heaven! 1 like
the old minister's idea of heaven; a good old soul was he, and
8o eccentric in his ideas as to imagine that the souls of the
horse and the dog he loved would be with hin in heaven. It
may be 8o; who can tell! Can that be a perfect paradise
which has no birds! But there is one thing I feel persuaded
of—that those who truly love each other on carth shall be
permitted to continue that love in heaven.

The Sermon thus concludes :(—

Besides, if you do not agree with my views of heaven, I do
not ask you to leave our church. If you love Godand your
fellowmen, you and I can agree to work together, and yct
think differently on some questious. A good friend of
‘ Agnostic " ideas came to me one day, saying, ¢ I should like
to join your church, but, then, I have quite different ideas of
immortality.” My reply was that our church fettered no man's
ideas, and provided he would seek to love God and his necigh-
bour, we should allow him the liberty of pleasing himself
whether or not he went to heaven; than was his affair, not ours.
The result was that he joined us, and I suspecthe has gradually
learned to believe as wo all believe.

I thank God that in heaven you and I will not be one or two
of a vast crowd, without individuality or companionship, but
that we shall be members of our Father's House, having
brothers, and sisters, and companions, and *‘ our lot in the end
of the days,” that is having our appointed work to do.

You may ask, “ Does any body over feel or see anything in
heaven ?” Yes; but it is not every body who is sufficiently sen-
sitive, or able to bear the revelation. The apostle Paul had
the curtain betwen the two worlds lifted a little, but he said
he could not or dare not put into words what he had seen and
heard. I believe that infants are very near heaven. The Irish
peasantry say that when infants smile in their sleep it is
because the angels are talking to them; and Wordsworth says,
« Heaven lies about us in our infancy.”

I think it likely that while I have been drawing your atten-
tion so much to heaven ; some of you may have had or will
have a revelation from thence. You may be walking along
the streets at night, sitting in your arm<chair ‘when the hours
of day are numbered,” pondering on the past, thinking of the
loved ones ‘ who have gone before,” praying, meditating upon
God, when you shall hear a joyous strain of music such as you
can never hear from the choicest chorus on earth; and its
touching sweetness shall bring a gush of tears to your eyes
and an inexpressible peace to your heart. At another time,
you may be conscious of the presence of an angel, some depar-
ted dear one who was your other self. You will never sce a
‘“ghost” in the dark, for there are no * ghosts” either on the
earth or in the heavens;the angels are all our fellow-creatures.
When you have only justa glimpse of one of the angels, it
will so enrapture you as almost to burst your heart for very
joy. There are but few who can bear the sight of the glorious
forms of the other world. Or, it may bo while you are at
prayer that God will fill your soul with His Spirit, His own
presence—as John Wesley used to preach, receive *the divine
touch”—it may be that then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed in your soul. It seems as if there is a glory in the
room; you think it is lighted with heaven's refulgence; but it
is the divine glory which has filled your soul with a sacred
bliss as shall constrain you to fall upon your face, and cry, “ O
Lord, it is too much! another moment of this heaven would
break my heart with joy!™ Yes; heaven and its angelic in-
habitants can be even felt and seen and loved while we are on
the earth. The poet, Longfellow, believes this, or he could not
have written his “ Voices of the Night”:—

“ Then the forms of the departed
Enter at the open door;
The beloved, the true-hearted,
Come to visit me once more.”

These Discourses are published weekly, price one
penny. The profit is for the support of the Cornbrook
Orphan Houses.

Of a different complexion is the following View
commented on below by a clergyman who is at present
contributing a series of Essays to this paper on Bible
Spiritualism : —
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THE CHURCH HEAVEN.

*Many a mother will not find her son in heaven, and yet
the Saviour will make her happy ; there can be no grief in the
paradise of God, no, not even for a perished son. Christ will
bring her some other woman's child who has been looking for
his mother in vain, and he will say, ¢ Woman, behold thy sou,’
and to him, ¢ Behold thy mother,’ and the wounds of the hearts
of both will be healed.”

It would be an interesting study to cull from Christian lite-
rature such specimens as the above, which appears this month
in a leading denominaticnal magazine. Nothing has more
paralysed human feeling than Church dogmas on the other
life. The inhumanity of such a statement, with its utter hope-
lessness of rcunion, is one of the most fearful distortions the
human mind has ever evolved under the reign of reasonless
authority. Human nature can only develop through the
affections. The church, with brutal heartlessness, teaches that
it is possible for a mother to bo happy in heaven, ginging her
soul away in everlasting bliss, knowing all the while that the
son of her bosom is scorching in hell with myriads of devils,
and that for evermore. The interchange of *bairns” is a
grotesque effort of the thcological mind to bridge over the
problem of heavenly happiness. Onc mother strings her harp
before the throne of the Lamb, and one son shouts cternal
hallelujabs, while * the smoke of the torment ” of their necarest

and should be dearest * ascended up for ever and ever.” Oh,
Church, great is thy degradation! Oh, Spiritualism, great is
thy mission ! Ouraxor.

MESMERISM AND PSYCHOLOGY.
ETT———
CLAIRVCYANCE.
By “Humxur Starroxn.”

(Continued from page 258).

Ordinary sleep is said to be produced by au increased
supply of blood to the brain. It is one way of producing
sleep, but not the orly one. The magnetic fluid is one of
the compouent parts of the blood, circulates with it through
the body, is revived by the action of the lungs and respira-
tory organs. A full blooded body possesses a greater
amount of Animal Magnetism than one which is wanting, or
one which has only sufficient for the needsof its own system.
‘Whatever conduces to enrich or increase the quantity of
glo_:)id increases the quality and quantity of the magnetic

uid.

The fact of a man possessing such a temperament
or organisation, does not make him a Magnetiser unless
he possesses the other necessary qualifications.

After eating, when the digestive organs are in full play,
and every function of the body in action, there is a greater
emanation of magnetic force, being the result of the action;
when there is no action there is little or no emanation. The
power fluctuates with every derangement of the system,
either nervous or functional. In the early part of the day,
previous to taking food or exercise after sleeping, there is
the least emanation of maguetic force than at any other
time, it having been consumed by the person himself during
sleep.

Healthy sleep is caused by the magnetic fluid which
envelopes the brain, not as is supposed by an increased flow
of blood to that organ ; certainly, the latter will cause a sgm-
blance of sleep, but it is a diseased action, not a natural nor
healthy one.

This magnetic fluid, being of an etherealised nature, has -

a natural tendency to rise, and when its quantity or quality
is increased by action, as of the digestive or other organs, it
affects the brain, and sleep is the natural result. This fluid
a'though perfectly impalpable and intangible to the exterior
senses, yet possesses volume and substauce ; it is known only
to the outer senses by its effects, more particularly on the
brain in the condition of sleep.

The action of the magnetic fluid is simply reversed in the
case of sleep produced by a Magnetiser. Iu natural sleep
the action 1s from the interior, in mesmeric sleep the brain
is subdued from the exterior. It becomes gradually enve-
loped in a covering, as it were, of this etherealised fluid;
first the cerebrum succumbs to sommnolence, then the cere-
bellum, and sometimes, but not often, the medulla oblongata
follows (unless there has been great fatigue and nervous
excitement). On this small portion of the brain being
subdued or not subducd rests all the phenomena of Clair-
yoyance.

The different stages or degrees of magnetic sleep are
regulated according to the extent of the influence exercised
over the larger brain. The Mesmerist may only control
part of the cerebrum, or he may influence and control the
the whole, and still bave no power to affect the cerebellum,
owing, perhaps, to an unconscious antagonism on the part
of the patient. Just in proportion to the control he is able
to exert over these two parts of the brain, will his patient
be clairvoyant and amenable to his authority, for should
both cerebrum and cerebellum be entirely subdued, the
patient is at once removed from his control. This is not a
common occurrence, many mesmerists have never encoun-
tered such a phenomenon, still it does occur with a certain
class of patients.

In the first stages of magnetic sleep the Mesmeriser can
produce almost any effect on his patient by placing his
bands on certain parts of the head to stimulate the various
organs to action; in most cases he may bring out the leading
characteristics of a patient in a remarkable manuer, or lie
may become acquainted with propensities and idiosyncracies
that the patient himself had no intention to disclose. These
first six stages, spoken of by Kluge, depend solely upon part
of the larger braiun, or the cerebrum and cerebellum being in
a state of insensibility, while other parts are unusually
active, the activity of the insensible part being transferred
and added to the activity of another—the medulla ob-
longata.

No Magnetiser can control or direct its action indepen-
dently of the rest of the brain, and if he has entirely
subdued the cerebrum and cerebellum he is powerless to
affect his patient, unless it should be that there exists
between them some great tie of sympathy, and obedience be
accorded willingly or voluntarily. The medulla oblongata,
or primitive brain, is in the highest degree sensitive to
impressions, and where the external scuses are closed by the
non-activity of the larger brain, becomes doubly sensitive
and may be acted upon by a thought of the Magnetiser if
the sensitive be so disposed; for I repeat that the larger
brain is wholly asleep. 'The Magnetiser can no longer
say “I am master,” he is then as much at the mercy
of his subject as his subject was previously at his, so far as
any control is concerned.

This is the state of maguetic sleep called extasis, wherein
the outer material werld fades into rothingness and the
world of mind is opened up, where mind is conscious of mind
alone, and, to the sleeper, the living realities of the spiritual
world are the only tangible realities in existence. Matter
becomes a shadow, and the mind or real self of the Magne-
tiser is alone visible to the Clairvoyant, his body is but the
shadow of the real man; there can be no delusion in the
estimation in which the mind of the sleeper holds that of
the Magnetiser. The naked truth stands out vividly iu all
its beauty or deformity.

Clairvoyance is then produced by closing the exterior
senses to material objects, the vitality of the larger brain
becomes centred on that part of the organism which is
unaffected by the magnetic power, cach atom of its substance
becomes quickened with the increased vital force which has
left the brain, for the time being, insensible or dead ; aud
except for the tie which binds body and spirit together, the
sleeper is virtually dead to the exterior world, can only be
influenced by thoughts and impressions of those who may
be near, or those who have been near the spot.

Every thought and every action of a man’s life is indelibly
recorded ; he carries about with him, after the fashion of
John Bunyan's Christian, a burden of his every action and
thought, whether good or bad. In very many cases the
thought is indistinct and undefined like a badly written
page, which only the writer himself can decipher, in others,
and especially where the thought has been expressed by an
action, it is recorded so plainly that he who runs may read.
1f it be expressed strongly by some violent action or deed,
it has a reflex or shadow dimly, but still clearly and sharply
defined, which remains like a photographic picture on the
spot where it was expressed. If a man occupies a certain
house for a time and lives out part of his life there, the
walls, roof, floor, and furniture of that house is a picture
gallery of photographs of the man's actionz; I mean of
those actions expressed with sufficient strength and force. A
thought, if clearly and distinctly expressed, will muke an
impression of itself upon space, as you would term it; but

the actual thought or action you carry with you through
the world, unknowingly and unthinkingly, cxcept for the
occasional reminders which memory gives you. You wounder
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and speculate as to what memory may be—you advauce
many praiseworthy and laudable theories to explain its
existence, but the fact of bearing upon your shoulders a
graven record of every action and thought of your lives is,
perhaps, too simple to be worthy of credence. I am
amused sometimes when I meet with those on whom the
light is breaking, and hear them in half amusement and
half vexation exclaim, “How ridiculous never to have
understood all this before, I might have known all about it
if I had ever given it one thought—it could not have possi-
bly been otherwise.”

But to return to our Clairvoyant. When the senses are
sealed to the external world, the mind or spirit of the
sleeper is able to couvey impressions to that part of the
brain which is prepared, by its increased sensitiveness, to
receive them. 1t can read all the thoughts of the Magne-
tiser—all his past life is laid open to its gaze, every action
and every thought of his life, good or bad, if legibly written,
is exposed to the mind of the sleeper. He can see all the
Maguetiser sees, hears, or feels, for he reads the thoughts
as they leave his brain. There is nothing wonderful in all
this, nothing that should excite astonishment. So far as
the ordinary Clairvoyant is concerned, he can only know
what the Maguetiser knows, only see those scenes which
liave, at some time or other, been enacted in his presence,
aud in which he must have taken part, or have made—as he
would say—au impression upon him ; that is, he has given
the affair rather more attention, and devoted to it more
thoughts than to an ordinary occurrence in which he was
uot personally concerned. A Clairvoyant cannot tell of one
circumstance of which the Magnetiser at some time or other
of his life has not been conscious, he may have forgotten, it
may never have cost him two thoughts; but if he has given
it one, and given it clearly, it has become a readable part of
his belongings. A Clairvoyant in the mesmeric sleep is
also perfectly conscious of the pictures or photographs, if I
may so term them, which exist within the range of his
vision. Iere I grant the knowledge is outside that pos-
sessed by the Mesmerist, but even its extent is limited to
the capacity of the mind of the sleeper, or rather to his
strength of perception, and also according to the clearness
or defined shape of the pictured thought or action. These
pictures become blurred and defaced if the particular spot
be inhabited by many or different individuals who all contri-
bute to this unconscious wall painting or photographing.
The marvels of this kind of Clairvoyance, or thought
reading, are too well known and accredited to make it
necessary for me to go further into this class of phenomena.

(To be continued).

THE SECOND PRIZE ESSAY.

- ———

The four essays sent in explaining Mr. Lewis's allegory
which he read at the Peckham meeting, and which appeared
in the Mepiuym of March 18, have been adjudicated on,
aud the following one, marked ‘ Mimosa,” has been
awarded the Second Prize of 5s. worth of books. The writer
is a lady residing near Liverpool. The adjudicators consi-
der that this essay contains points of erit of a superior
order, though the aggregate of qualities were estimated to
be in favour of the essay published last week.

INTERPRETATION OF THE ALLEGORY OF “THE
FAIR ENCHANTRESS.”

We have already heard that the name of the Enchantress is
Seizrrvarisa. She may well be called “the daughter of a
great king in a far-off country ;" for Spiritualism comes from
God. The marriages of the Enchantress represent the union
of Spiritualism at different times with different religions, all of
which have been based upon the belief in o future life, and the
existenco of spirits who aro able to communicate with mortals;
and Spiritualism, at lcast as I understand it, is no more than
this. Those who say the princess never married at all, but
“ only bewitched her admirers, as in strango dreams,” are those
who assert that Spiritualism has nothing to do with religion ;
but that the scers and prophets mentioned in the Bible and
clsewhere were only deluded dreamers. Those who deny the
very existence of the princess herself are sceptics, who refuse
to believe in the existence of spirits, or anything not material.

The Enchantress in the allegory selected her lords irrespec-
tive of their poverty or wealth. This certainly applies to

Spiritualism, whose adherents, whether mediums or otherwise,
are to be found at least as often among the poor as among the
rich.

It is difficult to fix the date at which the Enchantress first
married, inasmuch as it is difficult to ascertain which was the
oldest form of religion ; but that of India is believed to be the
most ancient; we may therefore infer that one of her earliest
alliances was with Buddhism, the founder of that religion being
himself a medium of a very high order.

The devotees of religion were often poor; hence the Enchan-
tress is said to have frequently selected her partners from
amongst the poor of the land. But if her lords were rich, she
would induce them to spend their money on what the world
deemed idle and uselcss schemes, a8 in the building of churches
and schools for the dissemination of rcligious knowledge ; and
the more she led them thus to impoverish themselves the greater
became their love for her.

The death of her lords represents the dying out of old religions,
which, however, have not really died. Their forms havo
perished, but the spirit of them still lives. So the lords of the
Fair Enchantress were removed from earth to the realm of
spirit (her Father's house) and if they have ever returned to
earth, it has been in a form so changed that they were not
known again. Buddhism, as promulgated by its founder, died
out, or became 8o changed that the real spirit of the pure faith
taught by Buddha may be said to have fled long: since; yet
something of the same spirit now exists in Brahminism, which
contains many of the admirable precepts inculcated by Buddha
himself.

On the declino of some religion specially signalised by spiri-
tual manifcstations, some would assert that the age of miracles
had passed away, and that spirits were no longer permitted to
communicate with mortals; but others denied this, saying it
was impossible—or, to return to the allegary, while some said
that the Fair Enchantress had died of grief for the loss of her
lord, others would insist that she could not die; and these
proved right; for, if sought, she would always be found again,
though in another country and in another form.

Thus, the various religions which have prevailed at different
times have all been, more or less, connected with the belief in
spiritual intercourse, which we now denominate SriRrTUALISM.
This was the case with the Magi, or fire-worshippers of Persia;
also among the Hebrews, who, although they were forbidden
to practise magic, were often favoured with visits from angels.
The same may be said of the early Christian Church, which
gave place to the Church of Rome, also favoured, in spite of its
errors, with the experiences of seers and mediums.

Sometimes a period would elapse during which there really
was a dearth of manifestations ; then it was supposed that the
visits of spiritual beings had been discontinued in consequence
of men’s scepticism and worldliness. A period of this kind
seems to have occurred among the Hebrews before the birth of
the prophet, Samuel. ‘ And the word of the Lord was precious
in those days; there was no open vision.”

But, according to some, this was never entirely the case;
though there have been times when these supernatural visits
have been confined to those who lived simple lives in desert
places, far away from the scoffs and jeers of the sceptical.
These were they over whom the Enchantress cast her spells,
¢ leading them to her over burning deserts, and through howl-
ing wildernesses,” that she might instruct them in her wondrous
love, and tecach them to utter her sayings, often hard to be
understood by those who could not discern the hidden meaning
of her symbols. It was in the wildcrness that Moses saw the
burning bush, and received his instructions for the deliveranco
of the Israclites from bondage. Another of these favoured
ones was the forerunner, John the Baptist, of whom it was said
he was * the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the Lord ; make his paths straight.” Of such, too,
are the yogis of India, famed for the performance of supernatu-
ral wonders.

Kings and princes disliked and feared this Enchantress.
They dreaded lest men, in becoming spiritualised, should lose
their respect for royalty and pomp. Therefore they frequently
persecuted those who cultivated spiritual gifts ; and this they
were permitted to do, for though their victims often possessed
the most stupendous power, they rarely or ncver used it for
their own earthly benefit. This tested their love for the Fair
Enchantress, who never failed to reward them, not, perbaps, in
this world, but assuredly in the next. Advancement and glory
on carth was seldom their portion; these the Enchantress
rescrves for her own fair country; those who suffer most for
her here enjoy the greatest happiness there. ‘ If men sought
her society to profit by her enchantments she fled them, or
banished them from her presence.” Whoever cultivates Spiri-
tualism for the sake of gain, invariably fails to attain his end.
Spirits know the minds and hearts of those they approach ;
they see their character ‘in the very air surrounding them.”
The mission of Spiritualism is not to make us rich; neither
mwust we separate her from her lord. Spiritualism must be
cultivated along with religion, or it will lead to no good. But
if we cultivate it for the love of that which is spiritual, it
cannot fail to make us better and happier.

The last appearance of the Enchantress was the loveliest of
all; for the last true religion is Christianity ; which far exceeds
in beauty any that have preceded it. Many, however, though
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they are willing to believe that supernatural wonders took
place in the past, insist that these things are of the past only;
and that modern Spiritualism is antagonistic to Christianity.
‘Why should they say this? They contradict themselves; for
they believe that God sends angels to guard us. One of the
most orthodox of religious poets (Keble) pictures an angel-child
permitted to watch over her sister left on earth.

“ What if, henceforth, by heaven's decree
She leave thee not alone,
Bat in her turn prove guide to thee,
In ways to angels known.

Oh, yield thee to her whisperings sweet ;
Away with thoughts of gloom !

In love the loving spirits meet,
Who wait to bless her tomb.

In loving hope, with her unseen,
Walk as in hallowed air;
When foes are strong and trinls keen,
Think ¢ What it she be there?’”
MimosA.

THEOSOPHY.

— LR A

MAN AND BRUTE: OR, ORDER IN NATURE AND
SUPERNATURAL ORDER.

There is infinite order in nature, and man is the crown of
nature. In the very constitution of his body there is every
force exemplified and every beauty of the animal world is
surpassed. But we are told that this is all ; that man’s powers
are the same in kind as those of other animals, that there is
only a difference of degree. A vast amount of plausible argu-
ment may be adduced in support of this position, and it is very
difficult to show where the authropoid ape’s body differs essen-
tially from that of the lowest black races ; whilst the mental
powers of the latter seem scarcely above the instincts of the
brutes that most resemble them.

On the other hand, if much may be said on tho side of pure
naturalism, far more may be adduced in proof of the existence
of an impassable gulf between man and least. We should
surely judge of man by what he is capable of becoming, not by
his lowest known condition ; and if we look at highly developed
men, what do we sec in them? We aro bound to recognise
prodigies of intellectual faculty and achievement, microcosms
of thought, gigantic development of moral good and evil;
constituting, 8o to speak, angels and devils. If we thought-
fully contemplate men possessed of these characteristics, we
feel the difference between them and brutes to be more than
striking, more than one of degree. We are driven to conjec-
ture the existence of characteristics, which place a vast gulf
between the man and brute.

Reflection should change this vague feeling into clear per-
ception.

1.—Have not men a power of conscious self-determination,
or free-will? Is not the exercise of this free-will their
delight ? Is it nut associated with a sense of right and wrong,
of responsibility, of merit, or the reverse, called fault, crime,
guilt or s8in ? 3

2.—Does not the faculty of speech, which men possess, imply
the power of abstract thought, and this again involves unlimited
possibilities of progress, not only in every department of physi-
cal science, but also in ideal wisdom, and therewith in orderly
development with the entire man.

3.—As a result,in part at least, of man’s moral ¢onsciousness,
of his susceptibility to ideal beauty of character, and sugges-
tion of moral order from the visible universe, together with
reasonings from effect to cause, there have arisen in the human
mind various theories of religion and philosophy which are
intended to account to man for the existence of the world, his
fellow creatures and himself—to explain his origin and destiny.
And do we not recognise in these same religions and philoso-
phies the mainspring of half the civilisation, the virtues and
vices of mankind; their exaltation into beings of celestial
mould of excellence or preternatural wickedness ?

4.—Moreover in every age, and in this last age especially,
have we not evidence overwhelming in quantity and quality,
and infinite in diversity, that man’s intellectual and moral
qualities have an existence which survive the change of state
called death.

These four considerations, as it seems to me, go very far to
prove that man is a being essentially different from the brutes,
and, therefore, that the merely natural order recognisable by
our sensuous understanding does not comprise him within its
range. It does, however, include his merely animal nature, the
material basis of his life. Through this lower part of his
constitation he is a subject, or forms a portion of this order.
This order every year tends to appear more perfect, more
infinitely orderly, and yet science seems a8 far to-day as it was
thousands of years ago from solving the mystery of lifo itself,
from accounting for the most universal phenomena of mind,
not to say the numerous, but abnormal phenomena of psycho-
logy, which, though i daily, meet with obstinate
denial from our leading men of science.

This self-complacent, soi-disant, * most advanced thought
and science of our time,” invites us to believe that man is only
RATIONAL when he stifles the desire to discover the intellectual
and spiritual cosmos of which his own mind forms a part. It
would be strange indeed if the order ceased to exist in the very
sphere of being where it would seem of most import and most
to be expected : if the crowning work of creation should alone
exhibit purposeless confusion and contradiction of all that
went before. And yet if the moral world is without a key, if
there is no meaning in history, in philosophy, in the aspirations
of the artist and the poet, or if their meaning is but a phantom
hallucination, we must believe that man, the crown of creation,
i8 the only portion of it that is an unsightly chaos, a wretched
inexplicable self-contradictory illusion. Our whole being pro-
tests against such a conclusion.

Yet there is ground for the advice which scientists give us
to stifle the desire to discover by mother wit the mystery of
being, to build a Babel tower that shall reach to heaven. 1llow
many have engaged in such a work and have only found con-
fusion as their reward! But let us hope that if we resolve
never to cease striving to accept a place in a divine, moral and
spiritual order, TAT will be revealed to us, and that we shall
find it infinitely more satisfying to our nature, rational, moral,
and emotional than the comos revealed to us by the microscope
and spectrum analysis. 8. E. BENGOUGH.

MAN'S PHYSICAL CONDITIONS.
-dO%oo—
REMARKABLE “FASTING” CASE.

The “ Glasgow Daily Mail ” says:—

‘A remarkable ‘fasting' caso is at present oxciting con-
siderable interest in medical circles in Lanarkshire. It appears
that a girl named Christina Marshall, between thirteen and
fourteen years of age, and daughter of Gavin Marshall, road
surfaceman, Chapelton, near Strathaven, has not tasted food
sinco the New Year, and that even for a considerable time
previous to that date she partook of little or no nourishment.
She took ill during last autumn, and was treated by Dr.Jas.
Dougal, Strathaven, for pulmonary cold. After a timo she
got better; but instead of reaching perfect convalescenco sho
relapsed into a thoughtful mood, betook hcrself to bed, and
expressed the greatest disinclination for all kinda of food. Her
parents were at their wits’ end, and the neighbours tried to
tempt her with every little delicacy they could think of, with
but little success. The doctor also tricd to persuade her, but
to all entreaties she would only burst out crying, and say, ‘I
canna tak’it the noo, I'll tak’ it when I'm able.” A week be-
fore the New Year a sister persuaded hor to takoe a very small
piece of currant bun ; but since then she has not been known
to take any nourishment beyond a teaspoonful of water two or
three times a day. The doctor fcels that he can do nothing
a8 long as she refrains from eating, and her parents and rela-
tions have at length, in despair, given up trying to persuade
her to take food. They still cling to the hope, however, that a
change may take place which would create an appetite, and
any sugestions from medical authorities would be thankfully
received by the parents. Another curious fact about the case
is, that she is rarely known to sleep, and appears to be cogni-
sant of all that takes place in the room, both by day and
night. She is dreadfully emaciated, and frequently complains
of a pain in her head. She dislikes noise, and objected to the
Bible being read to her, saying she kncw all she wanted by
heart. Her pulse is perfectly natural, and her tongue shows a
healthy colour. When three years old she had a long illness,
during which she took no solid food, and her recovery at that
time astonished the doctor then in attendance so much that
he named her ¢ the little miracle.)”  “ DaiLy TELEGRAPH,”

April 28,

EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS OF RELIGIOUS HYSTERIA.

The celebration of the anniversary of the establishment of
the Salvation Army in Bishop Auckland was celebrated on
Saturday night by a public tea and the usual demonstrations,
and on the Sunday night by services conducted in the manner
characteristic of these people. On the latter evening the pro-
ceedings were invested with an extraordinary character. The
meeting was protracted till an advanced hour, and the services
attended by the usual enthusiasm, gesture, declamation, etc.,
the result heing that a number of persons of both sexes threw
themselves into attitudes usually associated with dervishes and
other eastern worshippers. Among the victims to the prevail-
ing excitement was the daughter of a well-known tradesman
and a couple of domestic servants, all of whom were lying
prostrate. In the first-named case, after the father and the
police had been communicated with—Inspector Mutimer and
Sergeant Rispin being in attendance at a late hour—the girl
was taken home in a state of apparent unconsciousness, and
Dr. Maynard called in. The other girls did not reach home till
half-past nine yesterday. A considerable number of people
gathered round the Salvation Factory in Peel-street, one man
using a ladder in order to get a look inside the building. The
affair has excited much comment and not a little indignation
in tho town.—* Northern Echo,” May 3.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

We gave the First Prize Essay in elucidation of the allegory
of the “ Fair Enchantress " last week, and the Second Essay
appears in this issue. Readers should look up the allegory in
the Mepium of March 18. The original paper and the Prize
Essays contain much good thought.

Mrs. Richmond’s discourse hiuts at an interplanetary philo-
sophy like that advanced by Mr. McDowall, from whoso pen
another paper will appear in next week's issue of this paper.

The true progress of Spiritualism is surely marked by the
power of mind exhibited in this present number of the MepIUM.
The thought advanced is of the most progressive kind, fresh
with inspiration, and in all the odour of reverence.

It is not at all necessary to be atheistic, blasphemous, agnos-
tic, in order to be a frec thinker. The Manchester Philanthro-
pist's sermon on Heaven gives a fine illustration of the religious
influence of free thought.

Our issuc this week is not alone remarkablo for the advanced
views which it publishes ; it is also noteworthy that the bulk of
the matter emanates from the occupants of pulpits, the recog-
nised teachers of crthodox congregations. Some half dozen
reverend gentlemen and preachers contribute to vur present
issue. Wo do not infer that ideas are better because omanating
from a clergyman, but we name the fact as indicating the
tendency of the times.

The testimony on behalf of Mr. Fitton's manifestations is
overwhelming. We well knew that such testimony was in
existence, and having for many years been practically acquain-
ted with similar manifestations, we saw nothing extraordinary
or unbelievable, from our point of view, in Mr. Tetlow’s reports.
There is a class of * Spiritualists ” who know nothing expecri-
mentally of the matter, and who are the worst focs the Cause
has got. They are as unspiritually minded as they arc ignorant
of mediumship, acrimonious and uncharitable in their frame of
mind. They therefore cry down all as imposture, or proceding
from improper motives which does not come down to the level
of their own narrow conceits. We have heard such persons—
woll known in the Cause—say that they did not believe a
materialisation ever did take place. We point them to the
testimony in another column.

The kindly manner in which the call for the forthcoming
testimony was received, is a good indication that the influence

is of a high order. When mediums and seance-holders fly into
a rago when their doings are alluded to in any other style than
that of flattery, it shows that they are the creatures of a low
selfish influence.

It has been a pure love for mediums, and anxiety for
their welfare that has dictated every word we have said or
written respecting them. Those who have been actuated by a
similar pure and disinterested feeling, have alone been able to
understand us aright.

The article on *Clairvoyance” shows the key that must
unlock the mysteries of Spiritualism. This article was com-
menced two weeks ago. Tho present is the third instalment.
Thekseries on ‘‘Bible Spiritualism” will be resumed next
week.

The Manchester friends seem to be on the right track in
respect to ** Home Circles ” and individual spiritual culture. It
is the normal reaction from the committee system which proved
such a blank for Spiritualism in the district. Their arrange-
ments and report may be found on page 301.

From remarks that occur in Archdeacon Colley’s sermon it
appears that his ministry in Natal has been very successful.
In addition to his large congregation in the cathedral at Pieter-
maritzburg, he reached a large outside audience through his
sermons being published in the newspapers and in pamphlet
form. g '

CIRCLE & PERSONAL MEMORANDA.

NSNS
Mr. A. Duguid has been working forthe Cause in and around

Glasgow, and it was his intention to visit other places in
Scotland.

Dr. J. Simms, the celebrated physiognomist, is at present
lecturing in New Zealand. When we heard from him last he
was in British Columbia.

Mr. Berks T. Hutchinson and Mrs. Hutchinson have arrived
in this country from Cepe Town, South Africa, and are, for the
present, staying at Southampton.

Mr. Holmes, it is reported, had a most successful tour in
Yorkshire. He will be in London again on the 22nd and can
fill up some evenings if meetings are arranged for him.

Mrs. Jones, 255, Crystal Palace Road, East Dulwich, desires
to call attention to her Tucsday evening sittings, at which
Mr. Towns has given very satisfactory spiritual descriptions.

Mr. C. Bradlaugh will deliver a lecture on the *Science of
Language,” on behalf of the Hall of Science Students' Associa-
tion, at 142, Old Street, City Road, on Wedncsday cvening,
May 18, at 8.30.

KensiNGToON. —Mrs. G. Nokes has arranged with a
well known medium to give sittings on alternate Monday
evenings at 7.30., commencing Monday, May 16. FKor particu-
lars, address—2, Scarsdale Villas, Kensington, V.

Mr. T. M. Brown will Yemain in the North another week.
He will visit Newcastle, Gateshoad, and Chester-le-Street.
Address all letters caro of Mr. E. J. Blake, 49, Grainger Street,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, up till Tuesday. Mr. Brown is arranging
another tour South.

Mr. A. F. Tindall will shortly give a lecture on his experi-
ences as a musical medium, interspersed with examples of his
compoeitions. He proposes to give it at Quebec Hall, and then
at the Spiritual Institution. It is a very interesting subject,
and will, no doubt, be very popular.

Mr. Swindin announces the commencement of musical
practice at Goswell Hall on Sunday evenings,at 6 o'clock.
There is8 now an organst to lead. These musical exercises
before the service may soon become the most interesting part
of the evening’s duties. We hope the attempt will meet with
every support.

To meet the requirements of his friends in this part of Lon-
don, Mr. Towns will give frequent sittings at the Spiritual In-
stitution, 15, Southampton Row. The first will be on Friday
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evening, May 20, at 8 o'clock. The contributions will go to-
wards the Woman’s Work Fund for the Gratuitous Distribu-
tion of Spiritual Literature. Only friends will be admitted.

O~ Tuesday evening May 3, at Quebec Hall, Mr. J. Veitch
delivered an historical lecture upon the ‘‘ First Orusade.” The
theme was treated by him in & manner that clearly showed he
was at home with historical subjects. On Tuesday the 17th we
are to be favoured by him with a lecture upon Martin Luther,
and, judging from his previous efforts and the remarks passed by
-persons in the audience, it will be of a character that will
certainly be worth listening to.

SpeciAL attention is invited to the Annual Meeting of the
London Society for the Abolition of Compulsory Vaccination
to be held in Neum eyer Hall on Wednesday, 18th May, at 7.30
o'clock, Mr. P. A. Taylor, M.P., President of the Society, in the
ohair. Professor F. W. Newman, Mr. Alex. Wheeler, Dr.
Nichols, Mr. Tebb, and other friends of the movement are ex-
pected to be present. Neumeyer Hall is a pleasant and
commodious assembly-room, recently erected in Hart Street,
Bloomsbury, close to Oxford Street and the British Museum.
Tickets for reserved seats may be had of Mr. William Young,
Secretary, Gray’s Inn Chambers, 20, High Holborn, W.C.

Mr. and Mrs. Herne gave a seance at the Spiritual Institu-
tion on Wednesday evening week. There was a large and
harmonious attendance. A young gentleman who had not
before been present at a sitting sat beside Mr. Herne and had
a chair linked on to his arm while his hand was held. Chairs
were put on the table. The voices were good. The spirits
recognised old friends, and pointed out that a gentleman,
quite a stranger to the mediums, had lost some harness. He
caused some amusement by his prompt inquiry as to who had
taken it. The influence was good, and a satisfactory feeling
fesult:,d. The sum of £1 6s. was collected for a Spiritualist
in need.

—_—

SEANCE REPORTS.

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify to the trnthfulness of
the materialisation phenomena reports, which have appeared
in the Mepivy; reported by James B. Tetlow.

(Signed)

Mg. and Mgs. TarT, 39, Plain Street, Oldham.
Mz. and Mrs. ErviorT, 280, Shaw Road, Oldham.
Trovmas Kersuaw, 10, St. Peter Street, Oldham.
SaraH AXN Kersuaw, 10, St. Peter Street, Oldham.
Haxxau Terrow, 59, Manchester Road, Heywood.
Joux 8. Trrrow, 4, Osborne Street, Heywood.
Josnua WHATMOUGH, Hare Street, Rochdale,

Mus Wuaryoucu, Hare Street, Rochdale.

JAMEs LitTLEwooD, Rochdale.

A. A. LittLEwoop, Rochdale.

Mes Tavror, Harehill Road, Littleborough.

To taeE Epitor—DEAR Sir,—I have read your few remarks
on the several accounts of seances given by Mr. Fitton, of
Littleboro', and described by Mr. Tetlow, of Heywood; I may
say that I can fully bear out his statement of facts. I have
sat with Mr. Fitton over & dozen times, both in my own house
and elsewhere, and can testify to the genuineness of the phe-
nomena. I have witnessed the growth of a small glimmer of
light (no bigger than a shilling) rise into a full form, walk
about amongst tho sitters, talk with them, and stand to be ex-
amined, and then gradually vanish from our view. I have, also,
seen tho medium and a full sized form in the middle of the
room within the rcach of my hand, also forms with faces and
hands black, or copper-coloured, the medium being in view at
the same time. I have had my own infant daughter materialise
through him, also my father, which, I am happy to say, gave
me every satisfaction; and I must certainly say that Mr.
Fitton is one of the most useful mediums living—besides his
physical mediumship, he is also a trance, clairaudient, and
clairvoyant medium. I hope you will give this a little space
in your excellent paper, and thus give one more proof of our
glorious truths, and oblige, yours in the bonds of truth,

57, Grosvenor Strect, Rycroft, JAMES MURRAY.

Ashton-under-Lyne,
May 4, 1881.

PeExGE—On the invitation of Mr. W. L. Webb, given about
twelve months ago, Mr. R. Gunton, the conference missionary
of New Jerusalem Church, delivered some sermons and lectures
in Penge Hall, during the latter half of 1880, which were highly
successful. About the new year the nucleus of a New Jerusa-
lem Church Society was formed. Two gentlemen, Mr. Webb
and Mr. A. Wilson, each offered land on which to build a church.
The site offered by Mr. Wilson was accepted, and it was soon
found that including the ground and other gifts the Comuittee
bad £750 in hand. It is estimated that another £1,000 will bo
required. A front elevation of the proposed church has been
engraved and printed, with the above and other particulars, on
a circular. Contributions may be sent to the treasurer, Mr.
Alexander Wilson, Fountainebleau, Anerley Park, S.E.

[From ‘The Times,” Chicago, April 18, 1881.]
PERIHELION PROPHESIES:
THEIR FURTHER FULFILMENT.

A Lecture by

Mrs Cora L. V. RicHnmoxND.

Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond—or  an intelligence

urporting to be an ancient Astrologer—delivered a
{’)iscourse on ‘ Perihelion Prophesies: their Further
Fulfilment,” to a crowded house at Fairbank Hall on
last evening :

Can ye not discern the signs of the times?
Mat. xvi., 3.

Our subject for to-night is * Perihelion Prophesies; their
Further Fulfillment.” There aro doubtless within this audience
a large number of persons who remember that three years ago
last December, and two years ago last December, we delivered
addresses in this city through this medium, concerning the
approaching perihelion of the planets, and the probable
physical and spiritual results that would ensue upon the
earth. Many of Xou are in possession of those utterances in
printed form, and it would be well for you to revert to them if
you have not already dono so, that yoar memory may be
refreshed concerning what was then stated. Many of the
statements therein made have been fulfilled, not only in a
general sense, but also in a literal and specific sense.

It was anticipated by many not exactly within the realm of
science that the perihelion of the four largest planets in the
solar system now in progress would affect in some degree all
planets in the solar system. Astrology more especially de-
clares that not only when one or more are in perihelion, there
i8 o specific and distinct relation, which relation—the con-
junction or perihelion—affects all other planets and the peoples
upon these plancts. The earth is the only planet where you
can take cognizance of the effect.

There i8 a theory in science that, if one atom were blotted
out of the solar system, every other atom would be affected
by that ; also, that if one planet were to be disturbed, and
were it possible for it to be annihilated, it would portend
annihilation to the whole.

While it is true that the absence of any planet at any given
place in thoe solar or other stellar system would not be dis-
covered, so far as the missing rays of light are concerned,
until after the time that would be required for the absence of
that light to be noticed ; and that, as light only travels ata
certain rate, it would be a long period before the light from
any one of the planets in perihelion could visibly affeot your
earth, yet it is true that in all forms of organic life thereis a
kind of sympathy beside that which is caused by time and
space. For instance, in the human organism there is a
simultaneous pulsation throughout the whole body, which
must not be because the globules of blood pass rapidly from
one portion of the body to another, but that simultaneous
pulsation denotes that the life current is equally active at
certain prominent points in the physical body. There is in
the life of all animals, and even some kinds of vegetables, this
singular kind of pulsation of sympathy ; and it is quite true
that if a poisonous substance touch the exposed inert mem-
branec of any portion of the physical body, instantly death
ensues. It is not caused by the blood taking up the poison;
it is not caused by the poison entering into the physical organ-
ism, but it is caused by that particular sympathy to which we
refer. The endosmose and exosmoso action of organic sub-
stances, notably bodies that have sensation, is an expression
of this sympathy. Now, throughout the visible universe, asido
from the attraction and pulsation of light, there is a finer
pulsation which is electric, and a still finer pulsation which has
no name, but which we will call spiritual ; so that, if the sun
were at this moment to be blotted out, although thousands
of miles intervene, and you would not miss at once the absenco
of the rays of light, there would still be an instantaneous
effect upon the whole solar system. It would not require
length of time, nor duration of years, nor cycles, for the effect
to the earth or the outermost planet in the solar system. That
is what we mean. Then, by the effect of the perihelion, no
ray of light that pertains to the planets under perihelion will
reach your earth for a long period, but another pulsation,
which is not light and does not require time for its transmission,
is reaching you now, reaches you continually and expresses
nearer than anything else the pulsation of the spirit of the
solar system. Under the dominion, therefore, of that spiritual
law which astronomy does not rezognise, but which ancient
science and modern philosophy do, there is a law which affects
your earth in reference to the planets now in peribelion, and
that law is the inverse of what affects those planets. Receiving
more than their usual strength and light from the sun, being
in a position to magnetically and electrically absorb a greater
proportion of vitality and life-giving force, the earth suffers
correspondingly a depletion, and you are in the ebb-tide, of
which those planets are now receiving the flood-tide, of
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spiritual us well ds material light. We mean by this, that
the meteorological changes occurring in the present year—
that notably have occurred, and that have been noticed as
being unusual and almost unparalleled within the history of
man, are caused by the planets in perihelion; that notably
physical changes of a more marked nature will transpire dur-
ing the coming summer, and that these will be in contrast
with the winter's experiences sufticiently to call attention to
the fact; that notably the physical atmosphere does not dis-
turb the moral atmosphere of earth, as some philogophers
suppose, but that the moral and physical atmosphere are
alike disturbed by the same causes which are remote, perhaps,
but in the very nature of things belong to the soul and body
of the universe, and that the moral disturbances occurring in
the high places of the earth, and unusual kind of crimes and
excesses, are the results of the same causes that produce the
physical and meteorological disturbance, and that in the
present aspect of human life, while the average spiritual and
moral welfare of the earth was never greater, you are con-
tinually startled by the development of tendencies in
peoplo to do things that you never suspected they would
do, the development of morbid thoughts, feelings,
desires, and particularly a desire to end in violence
their own or some one else's life. Considering the degree of
civilization and moral culture in the world, violent crime
within the past two or three years has been unprecedented in
the world's history, and considering not only the greater
facilities for suppressing crime, but the fact that education is
supposed to bo a direct counterbalancing influence against
the tendencies of moral evil, it is a singular fact that suicides
and many violent murders within this year have been among
those of people of the highest moral and intellectual status,
those among whom you would name your best citizens, your
most promising, successful anl prosperous business men.
Yet such is the tendency of the effects of this perihelion,
spiritually as well as physically, that whatever is dormant
will be unfolded, whatever the tendencies are they
will be exaggerated and aggravated, and if there is physical
disease, this also will have acceleration, and many will
suddenly recover from lifelong ailments, while others will as
suddenly disappear from carth under seemingly no adequate
physical cause. If these things were not occurring around
you now continually, and if your attention was not daily
«called by the public press to somne unusual condition of crime
in the public mind, we would not aggravate your consciousness
by referring to it, but it is necessary, not only for your inform-
ation but possibly also for your protection in this—that those
who have knowledge of the spiritual laws in the universe, as
thoso who have knowledge of the physical laws, may in some
measure understand better their own condition and the con-
dition of those by whom they are surrounded, and not misjudge
harshly nor hastily that which prompts to any action, since
the causes lie very deep, and since you are all equally under
someo form of disability, physically, or mentally, or morally.
We would call attention to the fact of the disappearance
from Europe of the only imperial monarch. Notably the
assassination of the czar was foretold in one of the discourses
before referred to—that of 1879; notably, that his assass-
ination, deplorable as assassinations are, but always whoen
political the result of preceding political crimes—notably
this puts an end to imperialism in Europe, and for the first
time all of the people of Europe can look forward to a day of
frecdom. When any kind of constitutional government inter-
vencs between the monarch and the subjects, there is an end
to absolute despotism. So that absolute despotism does not
now exist in any nation of Europe. What this portends before
the end of the year depends upon the degree of imperialism
that attaches to other monarchies, and when Bismarck is dead
Germany also will be nearer a republic than any other nation
except Russia. When the power of armies, which in itself is
a power of the worst kind of despotism, shall cease; when
Germany shall no longer fecl the necessity of robbing her
citizens of the better part of their life to serve the military
despotism, and when & united Germany shall have lost its
freshness and finality, and therc shall be no longer a desire,
oven under that unity, to subserve the purposes of tyranny and
ambition, the Protestant King William, who thanked God for
his victory over a Christian France, and prays that same God
for the triumph of his empire, will learn the lesson also that
in order to be thankful adequately for victory of armies there
must be adequate freedom accompanying it. And this is onc
of the portentous signs of the times, that not only now, and
the end of this year, and notably between now and 1885, the
cntire chess-board of European politics and governments will
probably have changed. Gradually, in England, as she lon
since lcarned tho lesson of doing by moral force that whic
would inevitably have to be done by physical force, that is,
granting the rights of the people when she could not avoid it
—notably, therefore, England, though walking ever slowly,
will finally rally to the first premises and propositions of her
greatest statesman—tho greatest she now possesses—and
banish and disband the disgraceful armies that are trampling
upon the rights of innocent people in distant lands; notably
sho will do this, and we trust before her Gladstone shall be
called to the silent land; notably, also, such changes will

transpire as will awaken the long slumbering dreams of the
full freedom of Italy, and the entire enfranchisement from the
thralldom of that which cannot but be a ban upon her, the
present papal power ; and while Ireland is steadily preparing
to enforce the recognition of her wrongs, if not to maintain
her rights, there are other countries, small of territory and
numbers, that are not forgotten. Who does not remember
Kossuth ? Who has forgotten Poland ? Who, with the spirit
of freedom, does not thrill to remember that ere long the
opportunity of these long-suffering smaller nations will have
arrived, and the great hour of freedom and triumph, that -
comes through sore discipline and trouble and heart-bleeding
and long sufifcring, will at last be won? This is8 a year of
terror to tyrants; this is a year of entire demolition to many
forms of servitude, and also to moral cowards who shrink
from avowing principles and who strive to conceal their real
opinions behind the veil of policy—all will be r¢nt in twain,
for newer martyrs are added to those that have arisen in
freedom’s name.

At home, you may think there is little to fear. America is
under no form of imperialism, except that of Mammon. Do.
and say what you will, this is a form of tyranny that at tho
present time is indeed very exasperating. But the hour is not
yet come, it has nol yet fulfilled the entire measure of its
wrongs. The people as yet are its allies, consequently the
monarch will not be overthrown until the people have become
aware that it is their foe. This will require perhaps a century
or twoyet. But these are times of rapid culmination, and it
would not be surprising if the most intelligent citizens of this
republic should one day rise and declare, through legislation,
or other direct means, their freedom from the yoke of monopo-
lies which are in themselves organised powers of mammon's
growth. We do not speak of this to alarm you. Many of you
are capitalists ; all of you wish you were; but the time is
coming when you will wish you were not. The form of a
republic is largely in favour of humanity, and when land is
not spurned unless it is worth literally its weight in gold, and
when soil is not considered dishonourable if it come in con-
tact with human hands, and when golden grain shall be
valued in equal proportion to golden ore, and when labour
shall be the standard of valuation, you will have recovered
from your tyranny. Until then uncertainly in finance, political
disturbance and perturbation, threatenings of renewal of
old-time conquests and contests will be the order of the day.

There is no other domain for politics to enter now excepting
that which concerns the vital intereets of the people. Slavery
is abolished, and is no longer a matter of speculation; un-
fortunately, this being so, led to the necessity of war for its
abolition, and if there is any other kind of life that will do
service for Mammon instead of the chattel slave, that life will
be pressed into service even if it is your own. Remember
this while you are suffering under the yoke of over-worked
and over-spent hours in counting-room and dusty shop; re-
member this, that Mammon claims her own, and that thoy
who worship it even afar off must feel the fetters of the chain
until the earth shall become the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,
and until the labour of the hand and brow are the only
standards of valuation in the wide world.

To-night, however, we are to give you merely the effects of
the peribelion as connected with the moral and spiritual
upheaval. We have noticed that within the last few months
there have been unusual crimes.  You will also notice, perhaps,
within the circle of your own aquaintance, that there are un-
usual occurences—different forms of diseasc appear, baffling
the physican; sudden deaths occur that seemingly have no
adequate cause; you will find in the whole range of society
an unusual series of events transpiring, sometimes hidden,
sometimes only partially so, sometimes cropping out in unex-
pected suicides, which, however, may have had its seed sown
long ago, and these unusual perturbations have helped to ripen
and bring into activity the effect. Inebriates, those addicted
to any kind of intemperance, will find themselves—and have,
more than usually—unable to resist the demon of their temp-
tation. Be gentle and kind and strong and firm for such as
these a8 you comec in contact with ; they know not of all of their
strength and yours too, while you will also have need of the
strength of others to carry you forward in the conflict that is
now going on, and which is a steady undermining of the usual
forces of life. The coming summer will be a trying one. Do
not be frightened. You will be prepared to meet it in exact
proportion as you rely upon spritual more than physical powers,
for the physical powers of the universe are depleted just now.
There will not be the usual amount of strength; you cannot
draw from the usual sources, the mountains will have lost
thoir charm ; the seaside will no longer banish pain, medicinal
springs will have lost their value, and the world will be singul-
arly distressed and disturbed for lack of material panacea for
physical ills. This is an indication that you should turn to
another and higher source. There are ways of stilling pain
other than those that are physical, and t{e great magnetic
forces of the universe are forever active, while legions of intel-
ligences fill the upper air ready to bring you aid and strength
if you will but seek aid and strength in that direction.
Mr. Tyndall challenges God through the agency of prayer to
heal the sick in a given ward of a hospital; but he who app-
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roaches Deity at the point of a sword or within pistol range,
even though it be intellectually, is not supposed to be in the
best condition to be the recipient of the benefits of prayer.
They who approach spiritunal services by spiritual avenucs
will find the surest remedies. But it behooves all who are in
communion with those higher forces of the universe to accept
this warning and hint in time, and to keep open the avenues
of spiritual intelligence and aid, not merely that it may serve
your selfish purpose, but bocause the spiritual aid is ever
the best.

The lesson will be learned that scicnce, when baffled by
physical law beyond her ken, can do no good to mankind, and
if this has not been learned before, it certainly will be taught
again and again, until the lesson is fully learned; and in this
hour of material triumph and of universal temptation; it is
best for you all to turn to those sources of spiritual strength
within, to summon all the powers of your own spiritual nature,
and, standing upon that eminence, you can look with uncon-
cern upon the depletion of material life round you.

It would be a wonderful speculation—and if you conld
realize that it is more than a speculation, a wonderful vision,
—could your eyes behold what is probably transpiring upon
the planets in perihelion. While you aro suffering they are
rejoicing. While yon have added weakness they have added
strength. While the earth has its storms, tornadoes, tempests,
and snows, there is there such summer time and such wonder
even in those wonderful plancts as makes all souls rejoice.
Are they inhabited? Yes. Are they peopled with beings
like yourselves? Yes, if to be like yourselves means to be
what you will be a thousand million years from now. Are
they in the enjoyment of physical and material blessings of
organic life? Yes ; but such organic life as you have pictured
in paradise, and such forms as you have pictured angels to
wear, and such added life and glory from their present position
and the spiritual results of it, that could your eyes even be-
hold it for an instant the glory were too dazzling, and could
your minds perceive it your comprehension would fail you.

There is this wonderful law, that in the balance of the
solarsystem as of the whole universe, where one portion is in
darkness another portion is in light. \When it is night here in
your city, itis day in China. When it i3 winter here, it is
springtime elsewhere, in Australia, and in the western islands
So when you are under the shadow of this great and wonder-
ful wave that is sweeping over the solar system, they are in
the heights of its light, its glory and its blessing. Someo time
the earth will be there also; some timo in the time of its
revolution there will arise an hour when politically, spiritually,
socially and physically, the world will be redeomed. What
time the sun sheds its greatest light upon you and the spiritual
splendours also pour forth their wonders, what time also the
ancient famine of death has had her fill, and all the terrors
have departed from the theologies and tombs and sepulchres
of human shame and crime ; greater than that which was the
symbol of all human hope when Christ rose from the tomb;
and it will be the hour when the earth rises under some day
and year of perihelion, when her sun has risen and the light
of it is not quenched ; when the glory and strength of a new
truth shall have seized the minds of her inhabitants, and
when with full power and splendour the spiritual hosts throng
in upon you, the very preparation for which they are making
at this hour; for in the day of sorrow the comforter comes,
and when tho comforter comes the spirit of truth shall come
to abide, and all plancts and worlds spiritually and materially
are rcdeemed by this same light whose symbol is the sun, but
whose real soul is the soul of the universe forever.

Take time ; make room ; give warning ; for all the voices of
the earth are upon you, and this, though pictured by ancient
sages as the end of the world, and though believed by some
forms of modern worshippers as the literal time for dissolution
of all things, i8 not meant; forin that wonderful symbol that
the greater of the pyramids reveal, the symbol of the present
year, 1881-and-a-half, there is a typical illustration of the
ancient long year, which means the period of the revolution
of the solar system round the central sun, Alcyone, and of
which this year is the culmination from a given point in
Egyptian history. Now mark; it occurs at the time of the
perihelion ; it occurs when all these physical, moral, and
spiritual forces aro cxercising such wonderful sway over the
carth, and it occurs also when Spiritualism reaches its thirty-
third year, which was the typical year of the Christ. Buddha
in his thirty-third year received the wonderful revelation of
Nirvana. Jesus in his thirty-third year was crucified and
ascended into heaven ; and the spirit of Spiritualism at this
time announces to you a newer and higher epoch in its history,
and bursting away from the tombs and sepulchres of the
past, it will make itself known to the fleeing multitudes who
endeavour to escape from the darkness of uncertainty sur-
rounding the future in a time of physical trial. If earthquakes
and tornadoes and epidemics are upon you, you will not call
upon the name of that darkness which means annihilation, or
that terror which means eternal torture, but upon the name
of God, whose ministering angels are about you, who encircle
you round about with their pinions of light and mercy, and
who uplift and sustain you. Inthe hour of trial, during the
war of the rebellion, Spiritualism ministered to many hundreds

of thousands of households, whose sons had gone forth, their
first-born, and were slain under the ban of Moloch, the king
of slavery. There goos forth throughout the land another cry,
and they who mourn and they who are in distress will neither
turn toa blind and dumb nature, voiceless to their cry and
senseless to their complaint, nor to a far-off, angry God, but
to the loving Parent that encircles you round about and
whose ministers these bright angels are.

MEDIUMSHIP—THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE.

e

SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS.

The weekly seance of Wednesday, May ith, at Littleborough,
was one of a very astounding nature. Had the editor of
“ Morning Light"” been there, he would have seen something
that would have stayed his *jibes” for ever. If he has got
any thinking powers it would have set them in motion at an
immensc speed. Well, editors and critics must have something
to write about, if it is only to pooh-pooh what they den't under-
stand, or take the trouble to approhend.

The night was rather chilly with a little wind, a damp,
moist atmosphere, but not raining: a bad look-out for excellent
materialisation phenomena, so the medium’s spirit-guide known
as the “ Doctor ” informed us. DBut the social arrangements in
tho seance-room made up considerably for the external inade-
quacy ; harmony being excellent.

For sceptics I would desire to give a minute account of the
seance-room.

It is a small upstairs sitting-room—about fourteen fect by
ten feet—with one window and door. The window is carefully
made up with three closely fitting shutters, excluding every
scintillation of light. Across the door, which opens inwardly,
there is always placed a sofa, on which from two to four persons
sit at every mecting. The cabinet is composed of two curtains
fixed across one corner of the room, about six feet high, by a
thin iron bar. Before the seance commences the curtains are
always thrown aside, so that visitors may see full into that
corner. 'The floor is carpetted all over ; where the medium sits
is a hearth-rug. Underneath the seance-room is a greengrocer’s
shop—with all the ceiling intact. The carpet of the seance-
room has been taken up more than once to show there are no
trap-doors. At each scance the medium is thoroughly examined
from coat to gkin, mostly by any stranger, or strangers, who
may be present. The ono gentleman stranger present, this
evening of which I write, objected on the grounds that he had
sufficient confidence without, but as *“ Dr. Scott” was deter-
mined that someone must examine the medium, he asked me to
kindly do the task, to which duty I willingly consented, but
with the results as before—nil. We had a goodly assembly—
eighteen persons, including medium, present. The seanco
commenced with singing, and gas lighted at fall ; we had not
sat thus many minutes before the medium was entranced, the
cabinet searched, and the gas put out entirely. We now chatted
and sang in the dark for a short time, when we were delighted
to see

Bravtirvr Pure Winite Licuts

floating and darting in every direction of the room, to be

uickly followed by * Madame Viné’s ” delightful perfume. We
:ilid not sit long now before a very small light appeared on the
floor, bright, white, and shining, gradually assuming brilliancy
and power, illuminating the ascending form. Rapidly it ruse,
up and up, until five feet eleven inches had been attained, then
there stood before us, in the rich display of pure, white, shining
spirit-drapery, the well-known spirit,

“ Jouxn King.”

A solid body as we all got to feel by the heavy pressuro of
his hand upon our heads. Greeting us with his usual deep-toned
voice—sounding like miniature thunder, he walked round tho
room, exhibiting himself to all present, chatting in a friendly
and kindly fashion. His appearance was exactly like the
engraving in the Mevitm of a few years back, with Mr.
Williams as mecdium. While out he cut Mr. Heginbottom a
piece of his beard and garment. The beard was dark brown.
He did not stay long, but rapidly sank into nothingness at tho
iPOt from whence he had arisen—to be very quickly followed

¥ “ Dr. Scort.”

The * Doctor” arose ncarly at the same spot as “ John King,”
manifesting his usual beautiful ascending appearance. He,
too, exhibited himself minutely to all present. Following 80
quickly after * John King,” we could readily draw a comparison
between the two. ¢ Dr. Scott” has darker hair and beard,
broader face and gencral build of body, but is four inches less
in height—both entirely unlike the medium, yet with strong
facial resemblance to each other—* Scott” and ** King.” *Scott”
was not more than five minutes from his first * wee bit”
appearance of light to his entire annihilation. Following in
rapid succession came a number of forms of

FEMALE SPIRITS.
First of whom was my sister ‘‘ Betsy,” rising slowly from the
floor about four feet from where I sat, and about six feet from
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the cabinet. She presented the usual swaying appearsnce as
she built herself up. When fully formed she came direct to
me, speaking a few words to me along with the usual greetings.
She then went to all the sitters, one by one, that all might have
a full view of her. When first she appeared she was visible
only by her *spirit-lamp,” but shortly after her appoarance she
retired to the cabinet and the gas was lighted—a fair seance
light. She again appeared in our midst, and cut a very long
lock of hair from her head,—it is raven black, as her earthly
hair was—with a pair of scissors, saying, * it is for my mother.”
She then retired to the cabinet and dematerialised—rvisible

to all.

Quickly following her was ‘ Mary Hannah Whatmough,”
emerging from the cabinet radiantly white, with hand uplifted,
her usual signal. She went straight to her mother, and took
her into the middle of the room, then called for her father, and
the whole three stood visible to all present—the angel-child and
the earthly parents. They both retired to their seats, when
the form took Mrs. Taybor's hand and placed the medium’s
hand in it, while she stood away from the cabinet, then, calling
her mother again, she opened the cabinet curtains and allowed
the mother to gaze upon the medium while she stood apart
from the cabinet. She now retired to the cabinet, quickly
re-appearing with a picce of loose drapery which she threw
over her head, then quickly began to dematerialise just outside
of the cabinet. The last thing visible, entirely apart from the
cabinet, was the piece of drapery which slowly passed into
nothingness.

Not more than five minutes elapsed before another form came
in our midst. This wns the daughter of Mrs. Taylor, * Emma.”
She went to her mother, sat on her knee and stayed a few
moments visible to all, but never went further from the cabinet,
as there was not a sufficiency of power. Not staying many
moments she rapidly dematerialised just at the entrance of the
cabinet.

The medium, in his black suit, now emerged from the cabinet,
and asked for a pocket-handkerchief which was tied round his
head—he was entranced at the time—and then retired to the
cabinet, when, after about ten minutes,

Tue Mepitm ANp ““Dr. Scorr”
walked forth from the cabinet into the middle of the room,
Mrs. Taylor walking alongside of the medium—the three
making a striking contrast. Back to the cabinet they went,
then up to the gaslight they now walked; an exclamation of
surprise passed from the lips of all. The visibility of all three
was manifest to all, as each spoke—one after the other. The
mediam and “ Dr. Scott ” retired to the cabinet, from whence
“Dr. Scott” quickly re-appearcd, and, with curtains open,
dematerialised outside of the cabinet with a fair seance light,
8o that all could see him as he sank downwards.

The light was now turned out, and as we sat in the darkness,
“Yakoo” came out, making himself known by his rough voice,
and by contact of hand. This terminated the seance, which
lasted two hours and ten minutes, full of proof and striking
cvidence of the visitation of our angel-friends and kindred.

59, Manchester Road, Heywood. James B. TeTLOw.

Signed also by—

Wittiaym H, HeGINBOTTOM,
. SELINA HEGINBOTTOM.
Greenheys, Manchester.

BETTER SPIRITUAL CONDITIONS REQUIRED.

To the Editor.—Decar Sir,—Every true and sincere Spiri-
tualist must feel grateful to the Editor of the Mepitm for the
care and watchfulness, displayed in observing and indicating
coming danger. This reflection was cxcited in the writer’s
mind on reading the Editor's reference, in No. 579 of the
Mepivy, to Mr. Tetlow’s report of Mr. Fitton's circle.

A word to the wisc is sufficient—or should be,—jyet it is a
fact and very much to be regretted, that with a class of in-
vestigators those friendly warnings are permitted to pass un-
heeded; and the result is disgrace and suffering to the
unoffending medium. If sitters could only rise to a true
apprehension of their responsibility, and a clearer perception
of the true spirit in which their co-operation in the circle should
be rendered,—it would obviate those unhappy experiences
that are so injurious to the sensitive medium and so distressing
to all earnest workers in the Cause, and result in the highest
and purest manifestations, and thus secure the most satisfac-
tory and elevating enjoyment that humanity is susceptible of.
To treat with neglect and indifference such friendly warnings
exhibits great infatuation, especially as the repeated exposures,
so-called, in the past should not be without their influence on
all good and true friends of the Cause.

But, Sir, there is danger lurking in another form and in an-
other direction, that very frequently develops into very injurious
and hurtful consequences:—the small circles are frequently
the scenes of inharmony and disorder. Childish jealousies
amongst the sitters and mediums evolving unkindly feelings
and perversity of action on the part of one or more members
of the circle, producing the greatest inharmony, and ending
not unfrequently in the disintegration and destruction of the
circle that is so dishonouring in its consequences :—these are
not isolated but very common occurrences, and yet they are
designated FPIRITUAL circles. Oh, for a more assiduous culti-

vation of that true spirit of love and earncst desire to know
the truth by which the Divine in man is to be developed, and
the true worth of Spiritualism attained !

When investigators are influenced by a singlencss of purposc
—not for pelf, or honour, or the gratification of vanity ; not by
seeking to please, or making a show business of tho circle by
frivolity,—when these things are put aside, and an earnest,
fervent desire influences the person in his investigations, then

- Spiritualism may lift up its head, for tho day of its power

draweth nigh. A. Dossox.
Ferry Hill.

THE DIFFUSION OF SPIRITUALISM.

LABOURS.
Provixces, 10
DERIVED

TRAVELS AND

THROUGIL THE
witit LESSONS TO BE

FOUR MONTHS'

From HowpeN-Le-WEAR
LONDON AND BACK ;

THEREFROM.
(Continued from page 284).

On to Belper, a place where the friends, nearly all, have
treated me with the greatest kindness, and where we have had
many of our best meetings. I was received with open hearts
and hands, had a lecture at Mr. Wheeldon's, also at Mr. II.
Wheeldon's, and held many private meetings. I’erbaps Belper
is one of the plcasantest towns in Derbyshire; I always feel
refreshed on my visits there.

On the Sunday following we visited Melford for the first time,
Mr. B. Bodell accompanying us. The place of meeting was
crowded to the door. * Bretimo ” lectured on—as far as I can
romember—* The forccs of nature, material and spiritual.’
At the close he gave delineations to nearly all in the room.
The visit did good, and a repctition was requested. I have
since held another meeting in the same place.

Our next stage was Nottingham. I called on Mr. Redgate
who accompanied me to Mr. Yates. On the following morning
I visited the Burlingham family in Wells Road. My time was
short, and on leaving I was accompanied to the station by Mr.
Redgate and Mr. Yates.

At Mr. Catling’s, Peterborough, we held meetings as well as
at other places in the town.

We gave a lecture at Stamford in a beautiful place fitted up
by Mr. Chapman. A local preacher presided over the meeting,
and for candour and fairness I have seldom scen his equal. He
was not a Spiritualist, but the mecting seemed to give satisfac-
tion alike to the chairman and audicnce, as a hearty vote of
thanks was tendered to the lecturcr at the cluse and the desire
was expressed for another visit.

I next found myself in the mighty city of London. After
vigiting Mr. Burns I took up my qunarters in High Ilolborn for
a few days.

On the Sunday evening my guides gave a lecture at 15,
Southampton Row. The company was select and very har-
monious. e felt cheered and encouraged by the greetings
of old friends. The following day we held a private seanco
with a clergyman, whom we have met in London on previous
visits.

As the weather continued cold, and being over taxed Lefore
reaching London, health was low. Mr. Towns took me to his
house and magnetised me, and 1 felt somewhat better, but the
weather being 8o severe I could not recover my strength.

In this state I met with Dr. Mack in Mr. Burns's office. He
at once invited me to share his home for a time. I did so for
several days, and must acknowlege that under his power and
influence 1 felt quite renewed both in body and mind.

I was glad to meet with Mr. Ralph Donglas, an old Stockton
friend. We have had, in the past, many cheering meetings with
himn and other fricnds at Stockton-on-Tecs. Mr. Douglas took
me to friends at Westminster, and algo pointed out to me many
important places in London, and in other ways added to the
pleasure of my visit.

Howden-le-Wear, R.8.0., Durham. T. M. Browx.

2 May, 18351.

PROGRESS OF SPIRITUAL WORK.

——opO o
RICHMOND HALL, PLYMOUTIL

The above place, which, as announced last weck, has been
taken by the Free Spiritual Society, was inaugurated on Sunday
last, when three services were held.

The subject in the morning was, * Light shining in darkness,
not comprehended "’ ;—afternoon, **1s Spiritualism the work of
the devil ? "—evening, * Good news from afar; its influence
upon the soul.” The results may, we think, be considered
fairly encouraging. \We had an opportunity of definitely stating
our views, and introducing the subject of Spiritualism—its
facts and teachings; its relation to the Bible, and preceding
dispensaticns; and its bearing upon practical life—to a large
number of strangers, many of whom seemed to manifest much
interest.

Whilst remembering the parable of the sower, which illus-
trates the varied results of spiritual work, warning us against
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being too confident and sauguine, yet may we not hope that
“some seed fell on good ground,” which, in due season, will
bring forth fruit? * Magna est veritas, et prevalebit.”

The attendance at our services is necessarily fluctuating, the
gathering of a “ regular " congregation will be a gradual work.
1t is noteworthy that at every service we have held from the
commencement, without exception, there have been new hearers,
and among these are found those who evince a thoughtful and
an abiding interest in the Cause of Truth.

Wo think we have made rapid strides, considering that two
months ago “we were not a people,” and that in October last
we could not boast of anything beyond a little table phenomena ;
we had not then a medium in our midst. Apart from a little
inconvenience arising from movements in occupied apartments
overhead, our Hall is all that we could desire, and an opportu-
nity is afforded us for doing substantial work. We hope to
take to heart the admonition of Mrs. Richmond's guide, * by
being united to attract to our aid the protecting powers of the
universe.”

During the aftern~on service, last Sunday, an amusing inci-
dent transpired. \When it was suggested ** that those who were
so ready to attribute the work of Spiritualism to Satanic agency;
must be particular acquaintances of his Satanic Majesty, as
they seemed to be intimately acquainted with his intentions
and purposes ”; geveral persons got up and indignantly hurried
from the room, thus showing that the speaker’s words had hit
the mark. Whether they will realise it or not depends upon
what perception they have.

We intend to hold three services every Sunday, for a time at
least, that we may rcach as many as possible. In this way,
and by distribution of literature, etc,, the leavon will be kept
spreading. * Be not weary in well doing, for in due season we
shall reap if we faint not."—1I remain, yours very truly,

OMEGA.

QUEBEC HALL, 25, GREAT QUEBEC STREET.

On Sunday, May 15, at 7 p.m. prompt, Mr. Hunt will deliver
an address on “ A Spiritualist’s Last Sickness and Death.”

On Monday, at 8.30, the Comprehensionists will meet to
discuss some important fopics.

On Tuesday, at 8.30, Mr.J. Veitch on * Martin Luther.”
Mr. Veitch bids fair to be a very useful young man.

On Wednesday, at 830, Mr. F. O. Matthews will hold a
meeting for clairvoyant descriptions.

On Saturday, at 8, the usual scance. Mr. Hancock attends
half-an-hour previous to speak with strangers. Medium,
Mr. F. O. Matthews.

The meetings of this institution only require to be better
understood that their advantages for setting forth the teachings
of Jesus may be further enlarged. On Sunday, May 8, Mr. Mac-
donnell delivered an exceedingly instructive and edifying
lecture on Religion in Business, showing the want of practical
Religion that existed to-day amongst the multitude. He said
it appeared to him that with the vast majority of the people
Religion was a Sunday occupation, and not to be recognised
on other days. This he very ably denounced, and showed very
clearly the applicability of the moral teachings of Jesus to
any day, or_place, or time. J. M. Darg, Hon. Sec.

GOSWELL HALL SUNDAY SERVICES.
200, Goswell Road, near the ““ Angel,” Islington.

Lust Sunday evening Mr. Morse gave a tranee address to a large
audience ; subject, ¢ The New Nobility,” which bis guide haudled ina
masterly manner. Mr. Demmond presided at the organ.

Will any friends who can, come next Sunday evening, at 6 o'clock, to
practise over the hymns before the service. e expect a well-known

and able speaker next Sunday evening, but we have not received a de-
cided answer.

34, Pancras Road, N. J. BWINDIN.

LADBROKE HALL, NEAR NOTTING HILL RAILWAY STATION.

On Banday May 15, morning meeting at 11.30; evening meeting at
7 o’clock, when W. H. Harrison, Ezq., editor of the * Spintualist,” will

occupy the platform,
May 22.—J. J. Morse, *
» 29.—J. Holmes.

Yesterday, meetings were poorly attended owing to the beautiful
weather, which seemed more inviting to visit the country than paying
Lidbroke Hall a visit. The meetings were saccessful, except that the
evening lecturer broke dewn owiog to ill-health. Clairvoyant descrip-
tions were given by Mr, F. O. Matthews, all being recognised except
one,

The interment of Bodies, naming of children, and visiting of the sick,
can be attended to, by applying at my house, either by myself or other

workers in the Cause.
126, Kensington Park Road, W. F. 0. MATTHEWS.

LEICESTER.- STLVER STREET LECTURE HALL.

Oun Sanday evening last, Mr. Bent gave a trance address. The sub-
ject was, “ The evening and morning was the firat day.” It was well
received by the andience.

On Sunday next, Mr. Wallis, of Nottingham, will give two trance
addresses, morning and evening, it being the last time of visiting
Leicester, as be intends leaving England for a tour in America. We
hope friends will make their presence on that occasion and wish him
God speed

56, Cranbourne Strect, Leicester. R. WicRTMAN, Sec.

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY.
268, Chapel-street, Salford. Sunday evening at 6.80.
May 15 —Mrs. Braluon, Manchester,
May 22.—Mr, Gallagher (who will give his experience as a Clairvoyant):
Muy 29,—Mr, Place, Macclesfield.
“ IOME CIRCLES.”
For the convenience and better development of our *“ Home Gatherings,”
we have arroaged to divide themn into Districts, viz, :—
CircLE A
Will meet every Wednesday, at 8 o’clock, in succession at
Mr. Brown’s, 83, Downing-street ;
y» Braham’s, 892, Stretford-road;
s» Dawsoa’s, 27, Ellesmere-street, Moss-side.
CircrLz B
Will meet every Thursday, at 8 o’clock, in succession at
Mr. Thompson’s, Triuity Coffse Tavera, 836, Chapel-st., Salford;
,» Greenwood’s,auctioneer, Windsor-bridge, Chapel-st , ——
,» Taylor's, 48, Harrison-st., Pendleton.
Circre C
Will meet every Friday, at 8, at
Mr, Gidlow’s, 21, Gt. George-st. (back of St. Luke’s Church),
Miles Platting.

Due notice will be given as other Circles and Districts are open.
President: Mr, Shaw, 2, Little Gold-street, Pendleton.
Secretary : ,, J.Campion, 33, Downing-street.

P.S.—Perhaps I might add a word how we are progressing
Wo have had no remarkable manifestations worthy to report,
but our meetings have been most harmonious and genial; all
have felt them to be seasons of spirit-refreshings; a deeper
interest and stimulus i shown, and a greater desire is mani-
fested to develop our own gifts, and to live more in harmony
with the spirit-world. Several new mediums are developing,
and for their special advancement we are forming a select
circle. Thus we hope the good work is begun in our midst,
and soon to see a band of earnest workers going out as
missionaries in the Cause of Truth and Progression.—Yours
faithfully, J. CaypioN, 33, Downing Street.

MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS,
Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street.
President: Mr. G. Dawson, 27, Ellesmere-street, Hulme, Menchester.
Secretary: ,, W.T. Braham, 392, Stretford.road,
Plan of speakers for May:—
Sunday, 8.—Mr, Brown.
s 18.—,, Wright.
» 22.—,, Tetlow.
s 29.— ,, Ainsworth.
Service commences at 2-30 p-m.
A society for the free distribution of spiritual literature in connection
wibh the above association. Literature and donations thankfully re-

ceived by Miss H. Blundell, 5, Summer Villas, Stretford Road, Man.
chester, treasurer,

SOUTH LONDON MEETINGS.
28, Peckham Park-road, Old Kent.road (opposite Gas Works) .—
Tuesdays, at 8 p-m.
8, Bournemouth-road, Rye-lane, Peckham,—Thursdays, at 8 p.m., and
Sundays, at 8 p-m.
224, Albany-road, Camberwell or Old Kent-road.—Sundays, at 7 p-m;

h R. J. J. MORSE, Inspirational Speaker, 53, Sigdon Road, Dalston
London, E.

APPOINTMENTS.

Liverpool,—Sunday, May 15. Concert Hall, Lord Nelson-street. 2-30
PN, Spirfhulism a Religions Solvent”; 7 p-u, “ From Earth

to Heaven.”
Keighley—~June 19,

Ladbroke Hall,—22,
Northampton,—29th, Stamford.—July 24,

M:B. E. W. WALLIS, Inspirational speaker. For terms and dates
apply—18, Lake-street, Forest-side, Nottingham,

APPOINTMENTS.
June 5 & 6.—Nottingham:
May 15.—Leicester. a = 3 May 29.—Oldham,
s 22.—Goswell Hall 1 o ( BE% YJune 12 & 13.—Glasgow.
s 24.—Quebec Hall . E; s 19 & 20.—Newecastle,
» 25.—11, Antill-rd., Bow ) ,3 = s+ 26.—Barrow-in-Furness.

Mr. Wallis will accept calls to deliver trance orations in all parts of
the United Kingdom.
N.B.—Mr. Wallis also

. ives entertainments, consisting of songs,
eadings, an'’ -ecitations.

ite for programme and terms

Mr. J. BoLuEs, 6, Charlotle Street, Loicester.—Appointmonts: Hali-
fax, May 15; Sowerby Bridge, 16 (probably); London—Goswell Hall,
22, debate 23 and 24; Ladbroke Hall, 20; Stamford, June 19 and 20;
Manchester, Nottingham, Newcastle, Walsall—and other places, in
London—still open.

OLpuAX Fipiritualist Society, 176, Union-street.—Meetings, Sunday
at 2-30 p-m., and 6 p.w. Mr. Alfred Farrar, secretary, 7, Dawson-street,
Lees, Oldbam.

A SITUATION WANTED II? a young woman who can make herself
useful in the family, G. H., 15, Southampton Row. London, W.C.
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HYMNS AND TUNES FOR SPIRITUAL CIRCLES AND MEETINGS.

HYMN No. 147 in the “SrmiTvar Lyre.”

HYMN No. 147 (continued).

2 When each little bird is sleeping,
Sweetly in its downy nest,
And no sound the silence breaking,
E'er intrudes to mar its rest;

3 When the dew is softly falling

On cach leaf and folded flower,
And there seems a holy quiet

In the stilly twilight hour :

4 Then it is that friends departed
Leave their happy homes above,

Then it is they come to cheer us,

Whispering kindly words of love.

THE PROGRESSIVE LIBRARY
AND SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION,
15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, LONDON, W.C.

S

MOTTO.—The Discovery of Truth, the Diffusion of
Truth, and the Application of Truth to the
Welfare of Humanity.

OBJECT.—To supply Educational Agenciesto Spiri-
tual Workers and Inquirers, and in all
possible ways to promote a knowledge of
Spiritual Science, and dispense such teach-
ings as will benefit mankind morally and
spiritually, inducing a better state of society,
and a higher religious life.

CONSTITUTION.— On the voluntary principle,
free, and unsectarian, and independent of
party, society and human leadership. We
work with all who see fit to work with
us, allowing every Spiritualist to take ad-
vantage of our agencies, whatever his
opinions, societary relations, or position
may be.

POLITY.—No officials, no salaries. Those engaged
in the work, after earning theirliving by in-
dustry give their whole time to the Cause
free of charge; the expenses, in addition,
which are heavy, are partly met by volun-
tary contributions from Spiritualists in Great
Britain and other countries. Contributors
are earnestly desired to take out the value
of their contribution in the use of books
from the Library for perusal, or to lend to
inquirers.

SMOKERS BEWARE!
AN ESSAY ON

“THE NATURE OF TOBACCO,”

SHOWING its Destructive Effects on Mind and Body, with Remarks on
Dietetics, Stimulating Drinks, &c. G3d. post free of the Author—

JAMES DRIVER, b, York Villas, Forest Hill; or,
J: Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.; and
Nicuaows & Co., 429, Oxford Street, W,

THE ATONEMENT:

OLD TRUTHS as SEEN UNDER A NEW LIGHT.

INSPIRATIONALLY WRITTEN

By C. P. B. ALSOP

(LATE BAPTIST MINISTER)
London: J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, High Holborn, W.C.

FOOD REFORM RESTAURANT COMPY.
(LDMITED),
79, Chiswell Street, Finsbury Pavement, E.C.

VEGETABLES, FARINACEA, FRUIT,
OATMEAL, WHEAT MEAL AND HOMINY PORRIDGE,
SOUPS ALWAYS READY. TEA, COFFEE AND COCOA

Open from 8.30 a.m. till 7 p.m. No Gratuities to Waiters.

79, Chiswell-street is within One Minute's walk of Moorgate-sirest
Station and of the Tramway Terminus.

THE LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE

ABOLITION OF COMPULSORY VACCINATION,
Gray's Inn Chambers, 20, High Holborn, W.C,

OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY.
|.—The abolition of Compulsory Vaccination.
Il.—The Diffusion of Knowledge concerning Vaccination.
I11.—The maintenance in London of an Office for the publication of
Literature relating to Vaccination, and as a Centre of Information.
The wini:nwm annual subscription constituting Membership is 2s. 6d.
Every opponent of Compulsory Vaccination in the United Kingdom 1s
earnestly imvited to join and co-operate with the socicty,
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE.
WILLIAM TEBB, Eeq., 7, Albert Road, Regent's Park, N.W.
TREASURER.
CORNELIUS PEARSON, Esq., 15, Harpur-street, Red Lion-sq., W.C.
HON. SECRETARY.
Mgr. WILLIAYM YOUNG, Gray’s-inn-chambers, 20, High Holborn, W.C

HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS.
DR. JAMES MACK,

37, UprBr BAKER STREET, RRGENT'S PARK.

MESMERISM.
D. YOUNGER,
MAGNETIC HEALER AND. MEDICAL RUBBER,
28, Ledbury Road, Bayswuter, London, W.
AT HOME daily from 2 till 5, or attends patients af their own homes.
He has a number of mesmeric sensitives on which he teaches ladies
or gentlemen any kind of experiments connected with ths science, de.
veloping wonderful phenomena. Ha also gives Electro-Biological enter-
tainmenta — Private or public: Terms by letter.

MESMERIC INSTITUTION

For the Cure and Alleviation of Discases.

PBOFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER (36 YEARS RSTABLISHED)

attends patients, and can be consulted daily from 2 till 5. 10, Berke-
lay-gardenl, C-mpden-hill, Kensington: Patients are attended at their
residences in the morning and evening.

R. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, is
at home daily, and is open to engagemonts. Address—161, Manor
Place, Walworth Road, London, 8.E.

WRITING AND SPEAKING MEDIUM, CAROLINE PAWLEY
Free of charge. Appointments made by letter only, with directe
envelope, 43, Earlg’ Conrt Road, Kensington.

BEANCE for CLAIRVOYANCE and TRANCE at Mrs.
A PRICHARD'S, 10, Devonshire Street, W.C., Tuesdays at Bp.n}

'F 0. MATTHEWS, Clairvoyant, 126, Kensington Park Road, W.,

+ five minutes’ walk from either kotting Hill or Notting Hill Gate

Stations, Public seances for Spiritualists and friends, every Tuesday

and Thursday evening at 8-30 prompt. Other seances by arrange-

;nepti. kAt Ladbroke Hall, Notting Hill, every Sunday evening at
o'clock.

HYSICAL & TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs. Ayers', 45, Jubilee

Street, Commercial Road, K., Sunday, at 7-30; also on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 8 o’'clock. Mrs. Walker, pbysical, trance, and test
medium, may be specially engaged.

h, RS. OLIVE has Rucel;tionl on Wednesdays at 3 p-w, and on
Fridays at 7 p-M. DPrivato sittings by appointment. All new
vigitors must be introduced.—121, Blenheim Crescent, Notting Hill, W

ASTROLOGY.
~ ““Wortl) its Weight in Gold.”
VERY adult person living should purchase at once ‘‘ YOUR
FUTURE FORETOLD,a book of 144 pp. cloth, only 2s. 6d.
London: J. Burng; 15, Southampton Row, W.C.;
E. W, Allen, 11, Ave Maria Lane, Paternoster Row;
or, ,post-free of E. Casael, High Street, Watford, Herts.
Instiuctions to purchasers gratis.
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EXPERIENCES IN SPIRITUALISM:

A Record of Extraordinary Phenomena witnessed through the most Powerful Mediums, with some Historical Fragments
relating to SEMIRAMIDE, given by the Spirit of an Egyptian who lived contemporary with her.

BY CATHERINE BERRY.
CONTENTS :—A Paper read at the Spiritual Inctitution. Spiritnal Phenomena—Seances at Home ; 8eances in Public;

Spirit-Drawings ; Spirit-Prophecies of the War; Healing Mediumship ; Materialisation of the Spirit-Form; Spirit-
Photography; Historical Fragments relating to Semiramide,

An, made a Convert to Bpiri.
Artist, pliri:
Apb
lr'lghwn,l:hluﬂondsplﬂo-bnwhp
Brighton, SBeanoces at

to In

Flower Manifestation
Garden , A Nowal
Ghost » A Trug
M

rner”
&, Beq., ¥, 5 4., Testimony of

These additions are i
special spiritual purposes t

INDE X.
Harmonlous Cirole Light, Manifestations in the Press on 8piritualism
Hardinge, Mrs. Emms . Queen of Esots Psychio Foros
Healing Mediamship ly.l(a}emld Beance with Present, Btrange, from Bplr:te
“ Henry VIIL” ler isation of a Bpirit-Form Punning Spirit, A
* Hawkes, Mr.” Medium and Daybreak, Editorial Notes | Pistol 8hots (?)
Human Nature, Extract from l(edlums—Dlokemon, hov.C. B, ; Eve- | Prophecics, 8pirit
Humorous Bpirit, A ritt, Hr- Guppy, Mrs. (Miss Ni- Punch, Criticism of
Introduction to 8piritualism, Fired chol) : erne, Mr. F.; Hudson, Mr.; | * Peter”
“John Hills " Kiogsley, Mr.; Kent, Mr.: Marshall, | Personation impossible
““James l’nmbud Mrs. Ary ; Marshall, Mrs. Mnry. Painted Faces
“ John Ki the younger; Perrln, Mrs. (Mise | Passionate Spirit, A
.J'oouhrm 5 A Prloeo) ghepnrd , Mr.Jesss; Wllliams, | Photography, 8pirit
o z
I by Andrews, Mr. G, a‘a‘ - A. Mar, & Beances :: sx;irg:uu Institution
G. H," “A Well- “M nlo Force ™ " Cabinet
* Berry, i Musio under Inspiration ge "‘ 1
Miss B.; Burns, Mr.; Damisnl, | Novel Manifestation anIemice P
Big. G.; Davies, Rev. O. Maurios, | Objects carried by Bplrits Semlramido propaves for Battle
D.D. ; Dixon, Dr.; * Enqninr." Pnper read at the Spiritual Institutlon | Semiramldo’s Feast
Edgell, Bev. J.; Bllls, Mr. E B lllll. Physical—8pirits bring ot
Mrs. Alice; “F, 0. B. , Mr, * Birds, Butkr( ies, Cat, Dog, Earth, aud Lower o
Wm.; Em, xr F.; Galvanlo Battery, Flowers, Fruit, | Bemiramide's S8econd Chief Blave, Exe:
Overton, Mr r& Bonne Mr. J., Flower and Pot, Ring, Toys, Plctures, cution of
Bmith, Mr. cliﬂ’o Wud, Headdress. Bea, Message from the
** Le Premler l.poleon 8p riueu-r‘nnyl!ooh ,Liqueur Bottle, | * Scott, James"”
Metaphors and Aphorisms by the pot. Fan, Hat, Lace, Ring, | Bpirits fond of Fun
Actions, Ambition, Affeo- Bpirit suggests Texts for Bemons

tion, Avarioe, Mpinﬁon, Sesut: {
COurse of; Balanoce of Power, Compli-
ments, Conscience, Company, Deeds,

Deeds of Prlmdlhlp, Duiro. Bqnlll-

brium, Flowers, Flattery, Frlondlhlp.
, Gratitude, Guilt, Gl

Harmo hulllgcnco titu o.

Ins n. ression, Love, Me-

mory, Masio, pality, Passion,

Remorse, Rolling stone, 8i-

lence, Borrow, Bleep, Blaves of Time,

l{:pbony, Trath, Thought, First;

Bplnu pla Concertina, Banjo, Guitar,

Bplrlu i ‘l‘lble. Move Plano, Drink
Ale, Drink Wine, Eat Potatoes, Buck
ge. Paiot Photographs, Bend

Bun rike the Medium, Use a Peker,
Pull the Bell, Cut a Flower from
Bononet, Make Wreaths, Knot a Hand-
kerchief, Cut Fruit, Bhake the Room.
!plrl&-ﬁ'w%nl. Hands, Lights, Raps, Per-

funtes,
Levitatious of Medlums—Mrs, Gu
Mr Williams 7P

8pirit criticises a Picture
Beeptic, Confession of a
Bpirit-‘l‘hleves

Trance Bpeaking
Telegraph, lhd/. Extract from
Test Conditions r-commended
Ventriloquism and Spirit. Voloe
Violent Manifestations

War, 8Bpirit Prophecies of

W,
#:u. éohn

Whlntllng, Inlmdoul

Now Ready, wn Strong Wrapper, 8d. Cloth, 1s.

THE NEW SPIRITUAL LYRE;

CONTAINING

ALL THE HYMNS IN THE FORMER EDITIONS,
WITH MANY ADDITIONAL PIECES,

By J. K. Lewis, J J. Morse, Lizzie Doten, E. W. Wallis and Mrs. Wallis, A. E. Hunter,
W. J. Colville, J. G. Robson, H. Pride, H. Bonar, Sheldon Chadwick, W. Oxley, Mrs. Richmond, &c,
articularly rich in Hymns suitable for the Circle, both Materialisation and Trance, and for

at hymns have not been provided for hitherto.

A Great Reduction is made to Circles and others ordering a Dozen or upwards.
LONDON : J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, W.0.

CAREER OF RELIGIOUS IDEAS:

THEIR ULTIMATE—THE RELIGION OF SCIENCE.
By HUDSON TUTTLE.
AUTHOR OF

® Omiare awp Arxriqurry or Max,” ® Oaxxxz or Tem Gop Ipma,” “ Oaxxar or 7em Omzist Ipma,” “ Arcawa or Naruvrm,” &o., &,
Price 2s. 6d., post fres.
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Ideas of Immortality—Immortality a part of Nature's Plan—The Future Life a
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THE MOST POPULAR OF OUR PUBLICATIONS |
24 pp. Price 2d.; by post, 2id.

THE

RATIONALE ¢ SPIRITUALSM

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE CHICAGO PHILOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY

By F. F. COOK.
J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C.

—_——

This admirable Essay completely meets the requirements of
‘he Movement at this time. It views from a spiritusl stand-
yoint the power at work in Spiritualism, and explains why its
.endencies are so diverse and to some so countradictory and
serplexing.  Every intellectual reader will enjoy it.

LEFT EARTH-LIFE: Mgs. S. C. HALL.
By S. C. HALL.

(Reprinted from the MEDpIUM AND DAYBREAK.)

This affecting Letter has been so highly valued that a
lemand has been made for an Edition in the cheapest and
most convenient form for wide circulation. It has therefore
been printed as a neat Broadside, which may be given from
house to house, circulated at meetings, enclosed in letters,
or pasted up where it may be conveniently read. To cir-
culate this Publication extensively will very much promote
Spiritualism.

This Article is a valuable testimony to Spiritualism.
The eminent Author of it declares the good which Spiri-
tualism has been to him his knowledge of the continued
existence of the One who has gone to the Spiritual State;
how they became Spiritualists and studied the subject with
William Howitt and other persons of eminence ; his disregard
for mourning at funerals, together with words of great com-
fort and consolation to the bereaved.

Price 6d. per Dozen ; 3s. per Hundred.
London: J. BUrNS, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.

Third Edition. Ninth Thousand.

Beautifully printed % l'antigue, 88 pp. in Handsome
‘Wrapper,

Price 3p., Post Free 33p.

WHAT MUST I DO
TO BE SAVED?
A DISCOURSE BY
COL. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL,

Minister in America of the Gospel of Freethought,

Nore.—This Edition contains the Author's Own Preface: it
is the only full report issued in this country.

“The ground of argument taken in the lccture is quite new.
No one has ever pointed out before that none of the orthodox
conditions of salvation were ever spoken of by. Christ, nor ever
known to his apostles.”"—G. J. HOLYOAKE.

One of the mountain-tops of Time
Is left in Africa to olimg.

Just published, in 2 vols, imperial 8vo. cloth, price 36s.

A BOOK OF THE BEGINNINGS. By GErALD MAsSEY.
Beautifully printed, on special paper, by Clay, Sons and Taylor.

Containin;i an attempt to recover and reconstitute the lost Origines
of the Myths and Mysteries, Types and Symbols, Religion and
Llaazeguage, with Egypt for the Monthpiece nnim Africa as the Birth-
P .

Contents of Vol. I.: Egypt—Comparative Vocabulary of English and
Egyptian — Hieroglyphice in Brihm-—EgyFtim Ori.?inu inRWord.—
Eﬁyptmn Water- uneo—Egy%tim Names of Personages—British Sym-
bolical Customs identified as Egyptian—Egyptian Deities in the British
Isles—Place-Names and the Record of the Stones—Egyptian Type-
Names of the People.

Contents of Vol. IT. : Comparative Vocabulary of Hebrew and Egyptian
—Hebrew Cruxes, with Eﬁypﬁm Illustrations—Egyptian Origines in
the Hebrew Scriptures, Religion, Language, and Letters—Phenomenal
Origin of Jehovah-Elohim and Shadai—Egyptian Origin of the Exodug—
Moses and Joshua, or the Two Lion-ng of Egypt—An Egyptian
Dynasty of Hebrew Deities, identified from the Monuments—Egyptian
Origin of the Jews, traced from the Monuments—Comparative Vocabu-
hﬁlo{ Akkado-Assyrian and Egv)ﬁn-—Emtinn Origines in the
Akkadian Mythology—Comparative Vocabulary of Maori and Egyptisn
—African Origines of the Maori—The Roots in Africa beyond Egypt.

Winiiaxs & NorGaTS, l& Henrietta-street, Covent Garden, London
and 20, South Frederick-street, Edinburgh,
Bold by J. Burxs, 15, Bouthampton Row, London, W.0,

SPIRITUALISTS’ BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

BUR Ng

PUBLISHER, 4
PRINTER, LIBRARIAN & BOOKBINDER
Every AUTHORS'
DESCRIPTION MSS. Edited and
of Prepared
PRINTING FOR PRESS
Executed All kinds of
WITH SKILL BILLS for Public
and ' Meetings
DESPATCH S0l 0% Per Contract,

PERIODICALS AND OTHER LITERATURE SUPPLIED.

r————————A A~ A~~~

18, SOUTHAMPTON ROW,

HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W..

SUPERIOR BLACK DRESS GOODS.

‘ THEN Ladies purchase Black Dress Goods for Mourning or ordinary

wear of London or provincial drapers, they necessirily buy them
under every disadvantage as regards price, quality, and the dyeing—the
latter & most important consideration affecting the appearance of a dress
and its future permanency of colour.

Black Dress Goods of the best make and the finest and most dur-
able qualities, can be offered to any Buyer for Ready Money at the
same or even less price than is usually paid for the most inferior goods
sent out of Bradford on the usunal credit system, labelled ‘ French
Make” or some other untrue doseription affixed to deceive the inex-
perienced.

I will forward to uny address, carriacge {Jaid, & Full Dress of one of the
best quaalities of Yarn Dyed Black Cashmeres, made by the looms of
Bradford, and dyed by one of the most scientific Dyers in the Trade,
for 19a., equal to anytbing sold in London or the provinces at 30s.
Money retorned if not highly approved of. Ladies who have ordered
these goods from the quoted prices, have expressed their appreciation of
;h'emd by repeating tleir orders and recommending them to their
riends.

Patterns of all qualities free by post. Full dress longths always
carriage paid,

Post Office Orders payable to Joseph Dobson, Stuff Merchant, Brad-
ford, Yorkshire. Established 1852,

ANGLO-AMERICAN BTORES.
F. FUSEDALE, Tailor and Draper.
A lendid assortment of Winter Goods not to be surpassed in
ondon. All goods thoroughly shrank and made on the premises at
the shortest notice.—8, Southampton Row, Holborn.

SLE OF WIGHT.—Annardale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid

Ladies will be taken great care of by a Healing Mediam, including

Board ynd Lodging, for 30s. per week for the six winter months at this
pretty seaside town, which is known to be particularly salubrious.

SWEDEN.

MANSION of Fourleen Rooms TO LET for the Summer Season or
Year. Situate in one of the most beautiful parts of Sweden, on the
shcres of the Wener. Apply to Matthews Fidler, Karlstad, Sweden.

FOR UNIVERSAL USE.
JOS. ASHMAN’'S EMBROCATION,

For the Restoration of Vital Equilibrium and the Re-establish-
ment of Health.

Price 28. 9d. per Bottle.
Sold by the Proprietor, JosEPH ASHMAN, 14, Sussex Place,
Cornwall Gardens, Kensington, London, W.; and J. Burns,
15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.

Christ the Corner-stone of Spiritualism.

A Treatise by J. M. PerBLEs, M.D.

Condents:

Jewish Evidence of Jesus' Existence. Who was Jesus ? and what tha
New Testament says of Him. *What the more candid of Freethinkers
and men generally, think of Jesus of Nazareth, The estimate that some
of the leading and more coltared American Spiritunlists put upon Jesus,
Was Jesus, of the Gospels, the Clirist? The Commands, the Divine
Gifts, and tho Spiritual Teachings of Jesus Christ. The Belief of
Spiritualists—The Baptised of Christ—The Church of the Future.

PRICE SIXPENCE
Loxpox : J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

London : Printed and Published by JAMES BURNS 15, Sonthampton Row, Holbo




