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SPIRITUAL POLITY.

—_——

A SPIRITUAL SERVICE OF SONG & SPEECH
AT PECKHAM.

In accordance with a notice which has appeared in
the Mepivy, the usual Sunday evening meeting at 8,
Bournemouth Road, Peckham, was on Sunday last, of
a special character.

Since the agitation of the musical question in these
columns, increased attention has been given to the
vocal music by the South London Association, or
Circle. Happily Mr. J. G. Robson, who is the secre-
tary and also the medium,—the meetings being held at
his rooms—is also a teacher of music, and a musical
medium as well. Mr. J. K. Lewis is a poet and has
written some of the hymns in the new ¢ Spiritual
Lyre.” The circle is therefore well supported with
talent ; and talent attracts its like. Mr. Butcher, who
takes great interest in the meetings is an experienced
musician, being a Crystal Palace medalist as band
master. To these has recently been added a valuable
accession of young ladies and gentlemen, with fine
voices, and who have been trained in choir singing.

A service. of song had been determined on—how
will be perceived as we proceed, and it came off on
Sunday evening. J. Burns, O.8.T., was invited to
take part—in fact to act as cimirman, but he introduced
an arrangement which altogether obviated the functions
of chairman. Mr. Lewis, the President, gave out the
hymns, and each speaker got up and spoke without
announcement or formality when his turn came. The
two last speakers were notified by a small slip of paper
being handed to them. This is far more agreeagle in
a Sunday meeting than the formalities of a chairman,
saying, one spirit will control to pray, another to speak

c. All seemed to come spontaneously and their
was no superiority or obtrusiveness manifested in
anyone. _

Che informal announcement made in the Meprum
attracted more visitors than the space would accommo-
date. There is only room for some three dozen
chairs; these were all occupied and every inch of
standing space as well, including the spaceat the top
of the stairs outside the door. Over two hours these
friends stood their ground, not only with patience, but
evidently with deep attention and enjoyment.

The opposite end of the room was devoted to the
speakers. Mr. Lewis occupied the right hand corner
at a small table with hymn books, lights &c., on the
other side towards the centre of the room was Mr.
Burns; to his left a space for speakers, and the har-
monium and Mr. Robson occupied the left hand corner.
The chief singers occupied the front row.

Mr. Robson in the first place called the attention of
the meeting to some peculiarities in the musical
compositions which he lad produced, and coples of
which were in the hands of the choir. The third line
in each verse of the first hymn was for female voices
alone ; and he desired the meeting to carefully observe
that arrangement.

The ordger of service then proceeded thus :—

Opening music—extempore (J. G. Robson).

Hymn 68 “ Spiritual Lyre,” Tune “ Triumph” (J. G,
Robson).

Invocation—Trance (J. G. Robson).

Hymn 135 “ Spiritual Lyre,” Tune—Chant (J. G,
Robson).

J. Burns, O. S. T., then rose and delivered an ad-

PREPARING FOR THE NEW ERA: THE THIRTY
THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF SPIRITULISM.

In the work of Spiritualism we are too apt to suppose that
our proceedings spring entirely from our own efforts, while if
the truth were told it would appear that our operations as
Spiritualists are simply the carrying out of purposes that have
been laid by our superiors in the inner realm. I say ‘“‘as
Spiritualists,” for therc is much that is done in the name of
Spiritualism wich is not Spiritualism at all. We may concludo
then that this sort which is not Spiritualism is all our own
work, whercas the geannine article is an importation derived
from & more spiritual clime. We are merely the instruments
to carry it out.

What can we do of ourselves? Letus not forget that we
did not of our own effort and volition come into the physical
world. The Power that caused these external bodies with their
functions and faculties to grow and develop still sustains us,
and in due course will remove us from the external scenc; and
we have it as a certainty from spirit-communion that in another

.state the same power will still sustain us in being. Man is

thercfore of two parts: cause and effect—that which caused
him to be and that which he appears to be.

There is in like manner a spiritual reason and purpose in
this meeting apart from the mere fact of the meeting being
held as one of a societary serics. What is that purpose ?

In two weeks' time the thirty-third anniversary of Modern
Spiritualism will come round. Like every event in life and
history it has its meaning. That meaning must be pro-
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claimed and made known, that preparatiom may be made for
its true observance. Out of the many who are called Spiri-
tualists we have been set apart to make way for this anui-
versary, by our making known to other Spiritualists the

thoughts with which we may be favoured en this auspicious -

oceasion.

An ancient poet inspired with spiritual truth =aid: *“The
voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way
of the Lourp, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and
hill shall be made low: and the crooked xhall be made straight,
and the rough places plain: and the glory of the Lokp shall
be revealed, and all flesh shall geo it together: for the month
of the Lorp hath spoken it.

“ And the voice spid, Cry. And he said, What shall T cry?
All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the
flower of the fleld: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth:
because the spirit of the Lokp bloweth upon it: surely the
people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadceth: but
the word of our God shall stand for ever.” (Isaiah x1. 3—8.)

And who i8 tho Lonrp for whose coming preparation has thus
to be made? Yom have al-o mamed bim im your hymns so
harmonieusly sung, and the sentiments thus melodiously uttered
have led ap to these remarks. The term ‘ lord” means the
bread-giver, the life-sustainer, the leader: he who as the inner-
most of man is the imago of God, and whose thought as spiri-
tual wisdom and conscience is the word of God. He is the
mediator between the infinite source and the finite physical
man, and he is the saviour of man by revealing to the cxter-
nal mind and animal nature those truths and modes of conduct
which will show us the will of God as written in the universe
around us, and incline us to walk in the paths thus indicated.

In the opening of the gospel narratives the samec idea finds
expression, and is, indeed, quoted from the older writer whose
words have just been repeated. John was born beforo the
greater Teacher; he was rough and uncomely in attire. Inthe
“wilderness” he ‘ preached the baptism of repentance for tho
remission of 8ins,” and said: “ ‘There cometh one mightier than
1 after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to
stoop and unloose. T have indeed baptised you with water:
but he shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost.”

The ‘‘ mightier ” one is reported to have come. His spiritual
peculiaritios were very pronounced from his early youth; he
taught and demonstrated spiritual trutbs, and at the age of
33 years suffered the death of a martyr. Thisevent he foresaw,
and promised to return again in spirit as a comforter, a teacher
who would satisfy all of man’s spiritual requirements.

That time marked a great epoch in the world's history. It
was the closing scene of the Ancient World and the dawn of
Mudern History. The old and worn-out civilisations passed
away in scenes of fearful suffering, and new religions, new
empires, and new peoples took up fresh positions on the face of
the earth.

And yet that gospel teaching was no new thing. It had
existed from before the dawn of History in various forms, but
a climax was then reached, a transformation had to be effected
that the growth of the grand spiritual idea might again take
place on a new basis.

And so also spiritual marifestations are nothing new : they
are older than written speech: yet we, as Spiritualists, recog-
nise the modern era from the 318t of March, 1848. From that

. time a systematic attempt has been made on the part of the
spirit-worid to reveal itself to man, and a system of thought
has accompanied those revelations, which has done more to
imptress the mind of the age than all the efforts of cultured
Tllnla(rl\ity with their educational and literary appliances could
1ave done.

Now it would be of little avail to attempt either to prove or
disprove that these ancient poetical prophesyings and person-
ages referred to and were indeed, veritable historical characters,
for historical truth is not spiritual truth, though the one may
be symbolical of the other. All men are symbols, or represen-
tatives of spiritual states or ideas, and there is no incongruity
in supposing that spiritual eras of the past had their represcnta-
tive men in whom the genius of the spiritual wave was
embodied. The present spiritual wave as it ripens to its cal-
mination, may also be represented in some one distinguished
being in whom it will find full practical expression. . But are
we not all, in a degree, representatives of the age in which we
live? Verily that may be so, but, unfortunately, we too fre-
quently represent the iniquities of the age—its spiritual
incongruities and perversions, rather than the advanced Soul
of spiritual excellence which the Soul-spheres seek to implant
amongst the affairs of men.

What is it we, as Spiritualists, desire to do in the world?
It is to institute communion between this mundane sphere and
ﬂ;g he%iritnal state, whereby certain results may be accom.
plished :—

(1) The existence of another state apart from that called
“ material ” as known to the senses, will be thereby
proved as a fact in philosophy.

(2) The continued existence of man after death will be
demonstrated by communion with the spirits of the
departed,

(3) A knowledge of man's spiritual state, as o scientific fact
wilf be thereby unfolded na an offset to the physical
science that at present dowinates man's mind.

(4) The laws of spirit being known and appreciated, they
may influence human conduct and teach man, how better
to adapt himself to the conditiona of earth life,

(5y Man in that effort will be systcmatically aided by those
who have learnt the higher lessona of the apirit-world.

() The tendency of man's aspirations will be changed from
selfish aggrandisement, derived alfogether from material
considerations, to an upward desire for spiritual benefits

#  to be acheived by the adoption of spiritual means.

(7) Religion will thereby become praétical—man will be
spiritual in his motives and in their fulfilment.

But I hear the voice of an objector crying: Bebold you

have had Spiritualismi in the world tbese 33 years, and it has
not yet produced the results that you attribate to it. Even
amongst the spiritnal workers themselves—the suppomed
heralds of all this good—I perceive worse tnatances of worldly
perversion than are to be met with in the ordinary affairs of

e.

True O, Critic! Would fhat the words were an empty re-
proach. Let us look at facts square in the face and profit by
our short-sighted mistakes.

All kinds of persons dic the death of the body and their
liberated spirits pass into the spiritual state, ready to return
again through medinms, and, indecd, to influence all mankind, be .
they Spiritualists or non-spiritualists, who are in sympathy with
their plane of desire. The good and straightforward also pass
on to the spiritual state, and in like manner they can return
thmugh mediums, and they can influence mankind in general
in so far as their conditions and aspirations will permit of it.

A medium may—purely as an instrument—Dbe used by a
variety of spirits, and not be influenced morally : that is, neither
be made better by the good spirits, nor worse by the bad spirits.
The medium is just what his or her life, a8 a human being
makes him or her. Spiritual degradation does not come from
mediumship per se, but from the motives and mental notions
and personal habits of the medium, and those that surround
him in the circle and at other times. Because a spirit of a certain
class ‘controls a medium, the spiritial condition of the
medium is not at all necessarily blended with that of the spirit.
On the other hand, rather is the spirit in its manifestation in-
fluenced for better or for worge by the moral state of the
medium and the circle.

Thus stated, the rasponsibility does not rest on mediums,
who are mere instruments ; it does not rest on spirits, who are
simply operators in accordance with conditions. The responsi-
bility as regards spiritual elevation, or degradation, depends
wholly on Spiritualists themselves. As the needle of their spiri-
tual compass points ro will the spiritual ship be directed. The
saddle is now on the right horse; and surely wo see proofs of
this truth daily. We see one ‘* Spiritualist ” spreading disgraco
and ruin throughout the whole expanse of the Cause, and we
see another, whose every aet and word has the tendency to
promote the Cause in the highest rense, and inatruct those en-
gaged in it. You have been told—Why? in the foregoing
sentences.

All religion, all spiritual systems have been based upon this
foundation : two pillars uphold them all: and, without both of
these pillars the temple cannot stand. These are:—

Pillar pumber one—A recognition of spiritual existence: an

acknowledgement of Truth—God.

Pillar number two—A recognition of moral obligation: our

duty in respect to these spiritual truths.

Are these not, indeed, the ‘‘two commandments” upon which
“ hang all the law and the prophets,”—* Love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and all thy soul and with all thy mind, and
th¥ neighbour as thy self.”

n another forthight Spiritualism will have been thirty-three
years in the world. Like the earthly mission of Jesus it has
appealed to the external sonses of man; and amongst its
followers there are those in abundance who represent the
Judas, the Doubter, the Denier, and those who are not to be
found at their post in the day of persecution and of trial. The
political power in the form of officialism, and the self aggran-
dising tendency have plotted against the life of Spiritualism.
“ Crucify him, crucify him!™ have they shouted when self-
sacrificing work for spiritual truth has been advocated, but
when the filching, trafficking party has required liberty or de-
fence, then loud has been the demand for the release of Barab-
bas. There is then that party who desire to dominate
over personal liberty in the Spiritual Movement and be high
officials to control others, and there are those whoso aim it is to
wrest the money from all who have anything to spare and
Apend it on their own perverted sensual appetites, often making
the excitement of these appetites in their victims the way
of entrance into their pookets. I say these things have
prevailed greatly amongst Penons who have been eager to
appear in the eyes of theworld as * Spiritualists ;" and between
these two theives or parties has the spiritnal power been, now
as in the olden time, led to execution.

In twdb weeks again the sun crosses the line, marking the
annual ascendency of day over night. The thirty-third year
of Modern Spiritualism will have been accomplished. Itisa

time fraught with fearful prtents and dreadful expectations.
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There are distressing commotions in all mundane affairs.
Even the seasons are unpropitious, and the earth opcens her
mouth, swallowing masses of people. There is no confidence
in the commercial world,—Capital and Labour menacc one
another. The nations, like bands of robbers intent on plun-
dering one another, are armed to the teeth, and are ready to
fly at one another’s throats. The people are throughont civil-
isation forming secret compacts, the object of which i8 to do
away with the tyrannies that rule over them. The temple of
religion is assailed, or rather its counterfeit, the idol housc of
superstition and hypocrisy. From prophecies written and tra-
ditional, and from signs in the heavens and amongst men, a
new world is expected ; the old one is to pass away, and a dif-
ferent order will then take its place.

And will this approaching crucifixion be the death of Spiri-
tnalism? Most assuredly not: it will be its life. Spiritual
truth can never suffor, just us the spirit can never die. It is
the body, worn out and no longer fit to be the servant of the
spirit, that dies and is removed. The Spirit of Truth—the
Comforter—will still abide with those that are ready to enter-
tain it, and greater works will yet be done than have been ac-
complished in the past. These ‘ works” will not only be
“greater” in intensity, but also “greater” in degree. These
will not only be of more power, but they will be of a higher

class. The cyes of men will not only be rivetted by wonders,.

but their inner minds will be enlightened to comprehend their
gpiritual import.

The approaching “ crucifixion” will rid the Movement of
the dead carcases that are being galvanised * under spirit-in-
fluence” into semblances of spiritual life. The professional
forme of mediumistic proceedure are wholly *‘played out.”
The “when the hours of day are numbered” phenomenal
cntertainments and the platform performances of * spirit-
guides " on Sunday evenings are shabby and threadbare. I do
not imply thet the manifestations in either case are not real
and what they parport to be in a sense. The medium in either
case i8 the victim of his own system. He tries to lift himself
by the ears, and as a consequence fails to rise from the surface
of the earth. In other words the mediumistic pretence or pro-
fession is too much based on considerations of self, and God
does not permit his truth to be monopnlised by individuals for
their own exclusive benefit. In 8o far as wo make spiritual
truth a common heritage and distribute its healing rays to all
around us, just so far does the divine SBource increase our store
of spiritual goods; but the man, woman, or medinm who
traffics on these things for his or her own benefit gradually
dwindles and eventually flickers out. This is just the condi-
tion of the performance part of Spiritualism at the present
day, and soon the tricksters and adventurers will bo weeded
out, and plants of a higher order will be able to thrive in what
has been a hitherto encumbered soil. ,

Therefore the Voice crieth *‘in the wilderness” now as of
old, “ Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” It isindced a spiritual
“ desert” in which there is no *‘ highway " for the truths of
the spirit to find expression. Tho * Lord"—the divine soul
powers of man— are altogether lost sight of and hidden from
view. What is it that bars the way ? Deep * valleys” which
must be * exalted” every one of them, ‘‘and every mountain
and hill shall be made low.”

These ‘ valleys” and * mountains” are vices and falsities ;
they are perverted passions and functions of the body, and
inordinate bigotries, superstitions, egotisms and ignorant
speculations of the mind. The gulf of animalism and brutish
selfhood must be filled up by normal habits, so that the mag-
netic sphere is pure and solid for the feet of him who bringeth

lad tidings, and the gateways of the mind—the mountain
guriers of buman intellectual short-sightedness must be laid
low, broken down, so that truth may find an entrance into the
mind. These two thinge—personal reform and mental culture
—must go together, and in so far as we succeed in them, will
we be able to entertain the  Lord ” in our midst.

Besides, * the crooked shall be inade straight, and the rough
places plain.” There is a mixedness and a twisted state of
mankind that is like a bent tube, through which rays of light
cannot pass: man's theories and practice do not agree, man's
professed motives and actual doings are at variance. These
crookednesses must be straightened out before the rays of
divine light can pass through to us—before the * glory of the
Lord shall be revealed ;" for * all flesh shall see it together "—
that is, all parts of our nature shall be illuminated simul-
taneously. We cannot be good in patches; we must be all of
apiece. The new piese of cloth on an old garment ultimately
makes the rent worse. 7That's what's the matter in Spiritual-
ism : morally ragged proselytes flaunt a showy external robe,
worn for appearanoce sake, but when the ruffies, fine linen, dress
coats, and silks are seen through, all is poverty and deformity.

“ And the rough places plain:” what are thess? The intel-
lectnal uncouthness, ignorance, and want of culture of persons
who, without any shame or sense of their ruggedness, stick
themselves up and loudly endeavour to-attract attention in the
spiritual ranks ! The spirits can dob it all, say they : ahd truly
the poor apirits have to bear the blame of much that of a
right lies at the door of human audacity. ILet na see to our
duty as instruments of spiritual work, and leave as little
for the spirits to do as possible. The less we expect from

that quarter the more will we get. This musical question
is a casc in point: the spirits do not imspire with new
melodies those who have no taste for musical culture, and
the spiritual effect of a musical inspiration can not be un-
folded till the “rough places” of the singer’s musical faculty
be smoothed down by careful study and practice. The gram-
matical, literary, observing, and thinking facultics also demand
to be made * plain,” as also the moral tone and the spiritual
aspirations. We must earnestly desire the best of all our
gifts, and for every talent we increase, double will be added
to us.

The question with the servant of the spirit is not—How
much can I earn by it? but—How much am I ready to
sacrifice for it? Our sole impulse in the coming era must
originate from within. The consciousness of spiritual truth
must be experienced in the intuitiors, and not through the
external eyes by means of phenomena, and then we shall
have more phenomena for the use of others than ever we
bave had.

We must not be so pretentious about our * spirit-guides,” and
being * under control.” The most of this sort of thing is very
misleading, and when it is not just that it is an adroit way of
advertising one's professional importance at the expense of
said * spirit-guides.” This eager greed for mediumistic notori-
ety and reputationis one of the ‘* mountains " that must be utterly
removed. We must make ourselves of ** no repute,” that there-
by there may be some little elbow room for spiritual truth to
putin an appearance. Let the spirit-world be its own guarantee,
and then these carefully interlarded professions of spiritual
excellence will be unnecessary ; for the man with his eyes open
and his senses about him is often just as much, and more,
‘ inspired,” and by * spirit-guides,” too, than the man who
traffics upon the fact of talking with his eyes shut. Let us
teach the people the truths of spirit-control and how they are
all subject to i%, and not humbug them with pretentious exhibi-
tions which leave them in still greater darkness. If the spirit-
friends close the eyes to concentrate the intuitions, let them do
so without our sticking a sale ticket on the article on that plea
at the rate of a guinea an honr. Thank God the spirit-world
does indeed by trance, impression, and many ways, work
through instruments diversely, yet our task is to let the
spirits speak for themselves nnd not create a new priesthood
out of invidious and worthless distinctions,

First and foremost every Spiritnalist should sustain the mun-
dane part of his nature by mandane means—work of body or of
brain, by rendering valuable service to individuals. When he
works for the Cause he will then be able to give his spiritual
duties undivided attention, and throw his whole soul spiritwards
in his work without after-thought or deduction. How is it now ?
The spiritual teacher makes use of his function, as such, to form
a business connection for his talk—called * organisation”; or
in undermining others to get hold of their customers. Spiri-
tualism is altogether a second-rate affair with them, and every
time that a mceting is magnetised by the eloquence of one of
that sort of speaker the hcarer is so far removed from the
spiritual and made the creature of & needy human being.

Our meetings must be smaller, more harmonious, and far
more numerous, that as brothers and sisters we may visit one
another and seck the highest good of all. Our homes will be
our churches, and we will manufacture our own priests.

But here we make a great mistake in thinking that it is to
do good to others that we perform our spiritual work. We get
Utopian notions into our heads, and fancy that the world is to
be turned into & paradise by our own puuy efforts. The world
is required to be just &s it is—a placo of discipline for the
kind of people that are sent into it. If we made it too fine we
would spoil it for its present purpose. All that we have got to
do is to improve ourselves—that is what we are here for; but
strange to say, such is the nature of things that we cannot im-
prove ourselves unless we forget otirselvens and endeavour to
improve others, and we cannot improve others without begin-
ning with ourselves in the first place! As we become good we
are enabled to do good, and to retain the good we acquire we
must lose no time in giving it away to others. Our grandest
possession is spiritual development, and that can only be
ensured by exercise, by applying our spiritnal powers for the
benefit of others.

Lot us not then look at the dark side of things, and think
that spiritual work is & method that places man in a kind of
doleful penitentiary through life, depriving him of all gladness
and enjoyment. The vontrary is true. By allowing the soul-
intuitions—the  Lord "—to have full sway we all become
normal mediums in addition to the wealth of abnormal medium-
ship which we already poseess. The spirits of the good and
the true are our every-day companions. All things that are
for our good they constantly apprise us of. We are preserved
from the plots of the swindler, the snares of false friends, the
atmosphere of infection, the wild speculations of crazy men.
This soul development is a lamp to our feet, & guide and coun-
sellor, and by it will the earth be ultimately benefited, and
man will hot require the harsh schooling that is now the lot of
80 MANY.

This i8 the thost important moment of the world’'s history.
We live in times that have been without parallel in the past.
How then shall we as Spiritualists celebrate our thirty-third
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anniversary ? Some will speculate in dancing and singing to
raise a few shillings for the benefit of speakers and hall-
keepers ; others will try to advertise their ‘ spirit-guides.”
Let all please themselves, for in the great drama all have their
part to play. Itis of all-importance that there should be the
voice of those who cry in the wilderness: Prepare for the better
time, repent of past follies, and be ready for the new duties
that will be served out to those who are worthy to perform
them.

H 155 « S;;iritual Lyre,” (A. E. Hunter); Tune
—“Light,” (Adapted).

TraNCE ADDRESS THROUGH MR. Rossox.

Mr. Robson, entranced, then delivered a short address.
He did not propose to speak long; there is a time for
silence as wegl as for speech. The most perfect opera-
tions of nature are performed in silence. In silence
and hid from view the seed germinates, and without
sound or intimatiqn the fruit ripens. The spirit-world
also sows the seed of spiritual things in silence, and yet
the voice is heard and understood though neither speech
nor language should be used. That meeting had been
evoked through silence. The medium then speaking,
as he awoke from his sleep one morning received the
impression — the silent voice which had led to the
holding of that meeting. He was alone—there was no
one to speak with, and yet he was not alone—for those
who seek the good of others are never without com-
pany. The control looked with joy and gratification
on such a meeting as that. The little musical seeds
had been sung in good harmony. If the medium lived
and kept his health much more of that kind of work
would be done. For some time he bad been in retire-
ment from spiritual work, but his candle had again
been lighted, and throush him the controls hope§1u to
gladden many hearts and bring them to the source of
wisdom. The attention of Spiritualists had been devo-
ted too little to the beauties of song. The churches
had been enabled to fill their pews with the music the
provided for the public. Though they might teac
theoretical errors, still the churches in producing the
works of the great composers, placed within the reach of
man a power to glonfy God, and exalt the human
spirit which is of the utmost importance.

The control in concluding said, it was not necessary
for any special subject to be introduced on that occa-
sion, a8 the medium was to be found there at suitable
times for the exercise of his mediumship, and the
answering of any questions which might occur to the
mind of anyone present. The audience was thanked
for attending, and an invitation was given for all
to attend the weekly sittings.

Hymn 89 “ Spiritual Lyre,” Tune—*St. Cuthbert,”
(Dr. Dykes). ’

Mr. J. Kinnersley Lewis read a compogition which
he designated :— '

THE FAIR ENCHANTRESS.
FroM ‘ FABLES ANCIENT AND MODERN.”

" A great King in a far-off country had a beautiful daughter
whose hand was sought after by many of all classes—rich and
noble—poor and humble. He was so affectionate that he did
not endeavour to direct her love against her wish.

She scorned none for their poverty and loved none for their
wealth. But often when courted by the great she would, as
was the custom of the country, change her appearance and
scem very plain to test their love. She would, it is said, as-
sume a very poor and ragged attire, and therefore would many
return to their homes disappointed and sad.

In course of time this fair lady married; but here the sto
is rather ambiguous, as it is 80 old and the language in whi
the first part of her history is written so ancient that it is
little understood, and we can little more than guess when
she first married, for she married more than once! Some say
it was to a prince, others that it was to a peasant; but there
are some who consider the whole story so uncertain and ocon-
tradictory that they even say she never married at all, but
only bewitched her admirers as in strange dreams, to suppose
herself in their possession. There are even some, again who
doubt the whole story so much that they say that such a lady
never existed, but we will pity them and believe that she
really did live, because she was said to be so very beautiful.
Those who denied her existence were generally proud, vain

-a8 goddesses.

and deceiving, and did not like to acknowledge anyone, or
anything better, or even 8o good, as themselves and theirx.

It may appear unkind, but it is said that when she married,
she who could at will remain beautiful and angelic, would trans-
form herself into shapes the least attractive, and dress in the
poorest robes—that she who was most wealthy would not only
become poor or appear to become poor, but that she would
spend her lord’s money on schemes which the world deemed
the most wild and extravagant, and lavish it upon entire
strangers. But the poorer her lord became the deeper was
his regard for her, such was the power of love or the strength
of her enchantment. Despite all this poverty their wedded
life was happy in the love of each other.

It is true that from time to time hints were made that she
would kill her lords or make them scek death that she might
marry again—that this she would accomplish by spells, making
thorns to be to them as roses, tears as penrls, and death as
life. Therefore would the poorest of the poor sometimes speak
of her with the utmost scorn.

Though her lords were said to be dead, this was never
fully believed, because it was thought she had the power to
make immortal everybody and everything she loved, and that,
though her love would embrace others it was never taken away
where once bestowed—that instead of their being dead, they
were only sent to her Father’s realms, with which they were so
enamoured that they never returncd, or if they returned, they
were 80 changed by the climate and manners of the country
that they wero not known again.

When a great favourite would die—for she loved those most
who loved her best—it wonuld be given out to the world that
she had pined to death through the loss of the loved ome, but
this was not universally believed as it was known she could
defy death by changing her shape. She would then be sought
after and sometimes found in another country in a new form
and with a different dress, working fresh wounders. Not un-
frequently would it happen that for a long time she was not
seen, and it was then supposed she had for awhile rcturned to
her Father's house to weep over the weaknesses and failings
of those amongst whom she had lived, and to regret their re-
fusal of the gifts of enchantment with which she would have
so willingly and liberally endowed them. She seemed to want
all others to be as happy as herself.

But very few could understand her words though they were
always the most simple. Where she was, everything that was
real seemed as though it were not—light itself seemed to
fade in her presence.

Some would assert that she never really returned to her
Father's house—that she could speak with him a8 well a long
way off, and see him though no one else could, and that
when apparently gone she lived in the deserts, in the forests
and in caves; from which she could cast a spell over some
poor peasant and lead him to her over burning deserts and
through howling wildernesses and teach him the secrets of
nature, the mysteries of the stars, and give to his stammer-
ing tongue the eloquence of poetic fire. She seemed to love
poverty as she was often found with a poor pilgrim far from
the homes of men.

Kings and princes fearing that she would exert her won-
derful powers to make all men worship her as queen, would
delight in subjecting her admirers to the most bitter per-
secution and horrible torture, and this she never prevented,
though her power was not doubted. She said that this only
tested their love for her, for which she would sometimes
reward them withuntold delights.

She could, it is said, have made kings of the poorest, but
this she was never seen to do—'tis belicved that she reser-
ved this charm for her Father's dominions, because you must
know she was now living in the country of those who had
won her love.

If men sought her society to profit by her enchantments,
she fled them or banished them from her presence. Sheread
their hearts. Their inmost lives were by her seen written on
their face, and in the very air surrounding them. If men
came to love her for her purity, she would make them happy
and give them a grofusion of bright flowers from the fields
of her Father ; and here she would again exercise her powers
of enchantment so that to her enemies they secmed but blighted
and withered, while to her friends they were a source of beauty
by day and sweetness by night.

Some say her last appearance was so fascinating that some
men were ready to leave their homes and sacrifice everything
to know her, and that women were eager to see her, to admire
her comeliness or to discuss the richness of her robes,—that the
most learned solicited her society to partake of her wisdom.
But though in all her re-appearances she has had numerous
admirers there are many who refuse to acknowledge her,
having made images of her previsus forms, which they worship
This the wise always avoid, for she ever comes
more beautiful.

The name of this * fair enchantress”?

The young need no further name, they are content to know
her as an enchantress ; the older, too, need no further name, as
they have already recognised her variously as SPIRITUALISM.

This story is not new to you—there is nothing new under the
sun, only old truths in new forms!
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Hymn 114 “ Spiritual Lyre,” Tune—* Angel Guest,”
(J. G. Robson)

Appress BY Mr. J. A. ButroHER.

Mr. Butcher said he would take for his text: “ Be
not weary in well-doing.” He considered it the duty
of every spiritually minded person to be doing well at
every opportunity. A goof purpose would not go
unrewarded, even if immediate results were not trace-
able to it. No one could tell what good might spring
from well-intentioned effort. When the distress of the

r could not be relieved because of want of means, a
ind word would soothe the wounded spirit, and help
to sustain the burden of affliction. He had heard little
of that glorious meeting, but that it originated in a
good intention was evident. His work in the Temper-
ance Cause had engrossed him so that the work in that
room had been somewhat overlooked. He desired to
see Spiritualists share the crumbs of their spiritual re-
ast with others, and, as far as possible, make the whole
ﬁuman family partakers in the truths of the spirit. For
the last seven years Spiritualism had been & guide to
him. It had given him an impetus to gain further
knowledge, which he would not fail to circulate to
others as it came into his possession.

Hymn 168 “Spiritual Lyre,” (J. K. Lewis) ; Tune—

“ New Angels,” (Adapted).

Appress BY Mr. HuMPHRIES.

Mr. Humphries expressed his pleasure at taking part
in that meeting, and unprepared as he was, he would
utter the silent thought that had come to him. They
ought to be glad of such an opportunity to express
their views, 82 that those in the wrong might be set
right, and those in the right supported.

‘“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God,” for it is alone through the cultivation and puri-
fication of our spiritual nature that God can be through
ourselves revealed to us. Moses said to the Lord,
“Shew me thy glory,” but he was answered that no
man could see it and live. Even the face of Moses
shone so that the Israelites were afraid to look upon it.
Buddha has taught how divine illumination may be
obtained by abstraction. Jesus on the Mount of Trans-
figuration was enveloped in light, and was surrounded
by angels.

Sipiritualism had been to him a most blessed thing.
It found him a wanderer; he had a vacancy in his
mind. It is true he had faith, but it wanted testimony
to support it. He was 8o undecided that he was on the
verge of passing into the world of pleasure. But in
the midst of his own family, with his wife and children,
he had received the testimony which his mind required,
and many most holy thoughts and emotions had been
implanted into his mind and heart. He was blessed with
the support and guidance of the spirit-world, and in
addition, had the gift of clairvoyance, and saw around
him the beautiful faces of those spirits for whom he had
prayed, and thereby aided in their elevation.

He was a Christian Spiritualist ; Christ was to him
the highest example. Spiritualism he could not define
—it included so much. He was glad to say he could
not find fault with what he had heard that night. He
was pleased to hear a speaker say that he had been in
error—we should all acknowledge our errors.

Mr. Humphries concluded by praying that God’s
blessing migit come down on that meeting.

Hymn 166 “ Spiritual Lyre,” (J. K. Lewis) ; Tune—
“Praige,” (J. G. Robson).

During the singing the collection was taken up. An
appeal was made on the generosity of the meeting to
defray Mr. Burns’s expenses, though no arrangement
with him had been made.

Mr. Burns said he would receive no expenses. The
tram fare was only 2d., and he had been amply com-
pensated by being present. There was, however, the
rent of the room, then lamps and candles, besides much
loving work involved in that meeting, and he hoped
the audience would be liberal.

A vote of thanks was then proposed to Mr. Burns,
but he interrupted it. He sais it was more fitting that
all personal distinctions should be sunk, and that the
great work of Spiritualism alone should engross our

earts and attentions. He felt grateful for the brother-
ly motive nevertheless.

There were other speakers, but as it was past ninc
o'clock it was decided to terminate the meeting.

Mr. Robson in the trance said, that having feasted
it was fit they should depart. God grant that they
might meet again, and as on that occasion without
pope, or priest engage in spiritual worship; and not
only in that room, but in a state where there would bc
no tearing away of soul from soul, that semblance of
heaven might even then remain a blessed memory.
Such a meeting made amends to the weary workers—
that medium and others—for much toil and effort.

The meeting was closed by singing hymn 84, ¢ Spiri-
tual Lyre,” 'i‘lgne—“ Dijon.’? i P

d

SACRED AND SECULAR.

“Sacred ” is “ set apart for a certain use ”: “secular”’
is “belonging to the age.” ‘ Sacred” denotes that
which is “lasting,” “secular ” that which is “ tempora-
ry.” Spiritualism we justly call a “ sacred” Cause: it
is therefore an “ enduring ” one : Seeularism gives itself
the name that best becomes it, a “ temporal” phase of
thought.

The word ‘“sacred” has in its Latin original the
double meaning of “ holy” or “accursed,” according
as the consecration to the divinity (implied by thc
word) were to hand over the consecrated object to
preservation or destruction. And truly it is no less
“gacred ” duty to defend the right than to overthrow
abuses.

Superstition is undoubtedly a gigantic evil ; but lack
of fitting veneration is likewise deplorable. Artistic
treasures were destroyed in bygone times which this
iron age cannot hope to replace : works on which days
and years of loving labour had been bestowed, such
labour as is all too rare at present. Had the iconoclasts
rightly regarded the works referred to they would have

red them as “ sacred,” not “sacred” use asso-
ciated with pompous ritual or mitred prelate, but as
forming a link with forefathers who, though loyal to
the Church, at least had left monuments of artistic
skill for future men to gaze on and admire. A like
danger besets the more impetuous “ reformers ” of our
times. Despising all that their fathers deemed “sacred,”
they run a headlong tilt against rational belief in the
unseen Powers. All who continue to conform in any
measure to the older régime are regarded, equally with
the bigoted ecclesiastic himself, as “past reform.”
Those,%xowever; who take up this extreme position and
champion the world, as it *were, lose their ability for
agitation within these “religious” bodies from which
they are voluntary exiles. Society cannot be expected
to experience a sudden and total revulsion of feeling.
Only gradually will the new light dawn upon those
whose spiritual eyes are being by degrees opened.
Without binding oneself to their creeds, or to attend-
ance at their ceremonies, it is still possible to keep up
an amicable acquaintance with the orthodox. We must
strive to shew them the “more excellent way,” but to
that end we need not be always plunging into contro-
versial arguments with them. Rather “let your light
so shine before men that they may see your good
works,” (the best proof of the goodness and soundness
of your arguments) “ and glorify your Father which iz
in Keaven * (as opposed to the money and interest-god,
who unfortunatery is, as many poor misguided ones
know, “on earth”). On the other.hand, while we
respect within limits the objects mistakenly decmed
“gacred " by the orthodox, we must shew that much
that they deem “secular ™ has a right to be, and is,and
shall be by us deemed “sacred.” We must shew them
that in our opinion life is too short for attendance at
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that our ordinances and worship are found in earnest
aspiration and practical work for the welfare of our
fellow-men. So far, then, from limiting the sphere of
things * sacred,” we shall decrease the sphere of things
“gecular.” Life for usis a “sacred” season through-
cut; every day must be “hallowed,” made “holy,” de-
voted to high and noble duties: each hour is “ sacred”
to some labour (either for our own personal benefit, by
the attainment of which we may gain or continue to
Kossess the means of self-support, and of teaching and
elping others, or directly for the good of others) or
rcereation. [Even recreation itself may be “sacred,”
“set apart,” to the benefit of others as well as our-
selves: e. g., healthy games, exercise, music, &c.

Hows “sacred” again are all the more intimate
relationships of life! Father, son, mother, daughter,
husband, wife—should not such ties indeed be hal-
lowed? It is a striking proof of sad lack of due
veneration in these times, as Mr. L. N. Fowler well
remarks in his most excellent treatise on “ Marriage,”
that that momentous subject is usually treated in con-
versation as a light and trivial matter, and spoken of
more frequently to raise a giddy laugh than to awaken
heartfelt emotion. It follows by necessity that those
who rashly tread the “hallowed ground” of wedlock
arc afterwards mocked by irreverent and undatiful
children. How can it be otherwise? Herein it may
be clearly seen that ccclesiastics have a very grave
charge of neglect of duty lying at their doors. Whilst
they are preaching up increcible doctrines which took
their rise in and sprang frqm the darkness of the middle
ages, and searching volumes in vain for the verification
of unimportant events which, if- proved ever so incon-
testably to have occurred, can have no practical bearing
on the duties of life ; whilst they are urging the people
to “flee from the wrath to come ” instead of from the
error and sin now besetting them ; whilst they entreat
them to prepare for death, instead of to * quit them like
men” by rising to the dignity of true manhood, having
vanquished the twin demons of Passion and of Self-
conceit (* every man” ought “ not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think”)—all this time the
people are dying for lack of ¢ saving " knowledge. Ob,
the woe, the suffering, the untold anguish, both of body
and mind, which might have been avoided, had half
the labour devoted to bootless study of inessentials
been expended upon the discovery and promulgation
of the true rules of life! All these * religious” formu-
le are to be deprecated, inasmuch as they call off men’s
minds from the practical issues of life, and therefore
indefinitely protract the amelioration of the state of our
common humanity, for which amelioration every true
man’s soul turns with ceaseless aspiration.

Thus the “sacred ” of to-day must be deemed “ secu-
lar,” or fleeting : and that which is now lightly regarded
must presently be esteemed “ sacred.”

It would be unfair if I were not to advert, however
briefly, to other matters essentially “ secular.” What
shall be said of operas and novels? In so far as either
raise men from the low level of sensuality, in which
there are, alas! many sunk—well There are, I will
admit, openings for these agencies, which will doubtless
continue to do useful work amongst a certain class.
The same excuse may be made for the temporary
“sccular ” use of church formule. In so far, however,
as opera-singing and novel-reading call off the mind
from the main topies which should engage a thinking
man’s attention, so far are they an evil. I do not de-
nounce cither: they are cqually harmless pastimes,
especially if the opera or novel be “standard.” They
may be productive of good. DBut if really good, they
will ceage to be “ sccular.”

It will be said, “ Why insist so on the utilitarian
point of view? I want amusement sometimes, not an
cternal round of instruction.” I repiy, “ There is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave, whither thou goest.” The writer of this (Eccle-

in our sense of the word, but as far as his ‘ inspiration”
enabled him, he spoke truly. I bave been informed by
a spirit who frequently controls (at a circle to which I
have the privilege to belong) and whose predictions and
eneral knowledge are strikingly accurate, that spirits
in many cases do return to earth to gain knowledge on
various subjects of earth-experiemce, but that the
attainment of such knowledge is always more difficult
for them, than had they acquired it when in the flesh.
That this would be so appears on reflection, for, to
begin with, the spirit must find a suitable medium, be-
tween whom and the spirit sufficient similarity of tastes
and dispositions exists to render any interchange of
ideas possible. The spirit has to take upon it the risk
of failure, even when the seemingly suitable medium is
found. Supposing the medium abandons the study on
a sudden—the spirit has no redress. A number of
similar difficulties attendant on such a case will readily
occur to the mind, and hence the great importance of
employing our time and talents aright, and to the
utmost of their capabilities, is most clearly shewn. Both
time and talents are ‘‘ sacred ” trusts ; our responsibility
for them as Spiritualists cannot be over-rated. May
God and His angels assist us to the due fulfilment of
our great duties ! “ CaMBOR.”

OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE CHURCH.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Having read in your last issuc
(March 4) *“ Cambor's” letter, and his kind invitation for the
opinion of others, I beg to give yeu mine.

I beg to say that I fail to see the advantages to be derived
from the bold scheme of * Cambor " with regard to the Church,.
and opening of the church doors in the manner he putsit. I
do not think it is, or will ever be, to the advantage of Spiritual-
ism to fight or war, as it were, with either the Church or any
other religious body or creed ; but it is for us to seek the great
Truths of spirit-communication in a8piritual way, and notin an
earthly way wishing to attain that which I, for my own part,
do not think would be wise.

I have for a loug time studied Spiritualism, and have for
long communicated with the spirits of the departed ; but I have
never yet had a communication whieh would teach me to take
the views of * Cambor,” nor yet to be at variance with any reli-
gious body or creed; but find that they rather show us to live
in love and harmony with each other. They teach me the
great doctrines of love and.charity, and to live in peace with
all men of whatever class or creed, and if we, as Spiritualists,
must gain by our Cause, it is spiritual gain for which we must
look and which we must get, not only by our spirit-communica-
tion, but by diligent prayer, not of words only, but prayer from
the heart. The controls I get inform me this is the great
harmonising influence between them and us. Our true mission
is to work diligently in our Cause in the sphere in which the
great Spirit of spirits has.in his love and mercy placed us—to
go steadily on, daily reaching nearer those spheres beyond,
where we hope to find all love, peace and harmony—all reli-
gious differences and creeds sunk, as it were, in oblivion, and
to see all nations, all sects, and all creeds joined hand in hand
in the great spiritual work of charity and peace to all, each and
?}very one doing the bidding of the great creative Power—

od.

May we in this earth-sphere try to 8o live in unity also, which
will fit us more for the life hereafter if such unity exist here be-
low; then our Cause is triumphant. Hoping some more able
peu than mine will take the matter up also, in a spiritual and
charitable light, I am, Mr. Editor, yours faithfully,

Romilly, Cheshire, March 8th, 1881. Bari TEAN.

MEDIUMSHIP—THE SPIRIT-CIRCLE.

—O PG O O
MR. AND MRS. HERNE'S SEANOCES.
24, BUCKINGHEAM ViLLAS, FOREST GATE.

Dear Mr. Editor,—I have not had the pleasure of sending
Yyou an account of our seances since the first week in the new
year. During the inclement weather in January our seances
were discontinued on account of stoppage of trains and roads.
We could not reach Mr. Herne's house, and on the third week
tho magnetism had got weak, and consequently the power, but
we had the spirit-voices, as usual, but-no forms. We have
again sat regularly, and our seanccs arc as splendid as ever.
Several new phases of power have been shown us: articles
mislaid for some time have been brought to the. house, to the
persons they belonged to, in full light; others have been taken
away altogether, and some have .beemfonaduplased in boots

“




Mareu 18, 4881.

167

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

= - = s e

that had to be worn home. ¢ Mr. Robinson,” our dear * Spiri-
tnal Father,” (a8 we call him) continues to give his grand
orations on the ‘ Life Eternal,” and the certainty of progreasian
for AL, telling us that we are to live here as we wish to live
hereafter, and to love and help our brothers that are in need.
We always look forward to hear his kind and loving voice,
speaking comfort to all.

Our own loved relatives come and speak to us and caress us,
bringing us loving messages. We have.a beautiful spirit who
comes in the form, (a dear lady friend of mine) ahe has mate-
rialised now several times. The other night she came enveloped
in a mass of white, in the form of a large rosc, and her lovely
face was in the centre. Sho had her own light under her face,
which lit it up grandly. She looked at'herself in the glass,
and was seen plainly by us all. ‘We were only four sitters
including the medium. SBhe is learning to speak in the direct
voice, and will very soon be able to talk as plainly as our other
dear friends. ¢ Peter” is 80 kind—he helps them to shew
themselves, and is, in fact, quite the Master of the Ceremonies;
he amuses us, and at the same time teaches us many noble
trauths, bis humorous talk is full of love and kindness, as also is
“ James Lombard,” and *‘ John King."

Last Tuesday two American gentleman attended the seance
and a form appeared, but it was not very strong,—a lady.
One of the gentlemen said the same lady had come.to.him at
each seance he had attended in England. *“Mr. Robinson”
auswered many question they put to him, and told them many
truths. He brought his voice close to them while gpeaking.
“Peter " chattered to them in “his usual way, and told them'go
examine and search truthfully into Spiritnalism, and not be
sceptical. ‘‘James Lombard” described many friends that
were round them, and we had as many as seven or eight voices
talking at the same time. I should think they.pust have felt
very much satisficd at what they heard and saw.

On that evening I took two bunchos of viglets and pnt them
in two vases on the mantelpiece. When the seance was over
and the light struck they were both gone. Last Thursday they
were brought back and placed in two empty china candlesticks
on Mrs. Herne's bedroom table. A gentleman sitter had his
mother and one of his spirit-guides try to shew themselves,
but the weather was against the phenomena. My dear friend
came for a moment ; my dear mother and Mr. W.'s gigters come
frequently.

Sunday, 6th March. Last night, owjng to the damp moist
atmosphere, our loving omes tried very %\ard but could not
materialise. A dear little boy came to his father who was
present, and gave his name ; the father was quite overcome.
* Mr. Robingon " gave us a kind and loving oration, and all our
other friends were present. I trust when the weather gets set-
tled we shall be more blesscd, in seeing our dear ones clearer
and brighter.

Friends that are anxious to s8it with Mr. and Mrs. Herne,
can arrange for a private seance by letter. No strangers are
admitted to the Thursday circle. On the first Sunday of each
month a seance i8 held for Spiritualists only.

I trust your barque is gliding slong more smoothly, and I
hope all your family are well. With best wishes, I remain your
sincere friend, R.W.

4, York Square, Stepney. March 7.

Mr. Henry Kelsall, Manchester, sends us copy of a spirit-
message, purporting to have been received from * Henry
Moorhouse,” who had travelled with Moody and Sankey. After
dilating on the advantages of spiritual gifts the messago con-
cludes: * When I was in the flesh I was ignorant of thesc gifts

and blessings, and fought against them, and ordered brother .

Kelsall and others out of the meeting room ; I thought him to
be a dangerous man. Now my eyes arc opened, and I am per-
mitted to come back to acknowledge my ignorance. There is
no crown for me; it is only for those who contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints. I have not done this, but fought
against it. I am in heaven, and I am rcwarded accordiug to
my works.” A confession of ignorance and contention agaiust
truth does not seem to be incompatible with * heaven.” Per-
haps it is the shortest road to it, for have not all men something
or other to confess? Hc is “rewarded according to his
works.” What, then, comes of Mr. Moody's doctrine of blood ?

In remitting his subscription for the Mubium, dated Febru-
ary 25, Dr. Crowell thus expresses himself :—

“I am glad to see that you continue to maintain the charac-
ter of the Mepium Axp Daverrak for usefulness.

‘Mr. Sargent’ has communicated with me through my
medium four or five times since he left us, and he assured me
that he did deliver the discourse through Mrs. Richmond, re-
published in last number of your journal. He also said that
the ideas of the medium, to some extent, mingled with his own,
but in the main the published report of the discourse is correct.
* Mr. Owen’ stated the same in respect to the address delivered
by him through Mrs. Richmond. s

« I truly sympathise with English Spiritualists in the severe
trials that American mediums, true and false, have brought
upon them, and I hope that in future you will not be so unfor-
tunate in this respect. We, also, have our crosses to bear. from
similar causes.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
e
THE ORIGIN OF THE LORD'S PRAYER.

To the Editor.—Sir,—The footnote relating to the Jewish
original of the Lord’s Prayer, to which you alluded in reply
to a correspondent in last week's MEepivy, was extracted from
a work which, I regret to say, I omitted to make a note of.
It was a work of established ropute, and 1 fully intended to
search for the origizal in the British Museum Library. For
want of opportunity this has not beon done. It would, how-
ever, be a source of mnch satisfaction to me to know whether
such can be found.

Should any of your readers have the opportunity of making
the enquiry I should feel extremely obliged if they woulil
communicate the result to me. I will make it known through
the MEbpIuM.

The footnote is as follows :—

““IThe Lord's Prayer was derived from the older Jewish prayer, which
was ag follows: ‘Our Father which art in heaven; hallowed be thy
name, and let tho remembrance of Thee be glorified in heaven above,
and upon earth below. Let thy kiogdom reign over us, now and for
ever. Thy holy men of old said, remit and forgive uuto all men whatgo-
ever they {mve done against me. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil thing. For thine is the kingdom, and thiou
shalt reign in glory for ever and for evermore.’ ”—*‘The Works of Rev.
John Gregorie, p. 160. London, 1685,”

Tue Avroor of

A Forecast of the Religion of tho Futurc."

[We have little doubt but that the quotation from Gregorio
is correct. It would be interesting to know from what squrce
that author derived his knowledge. We hope to hear from
some of our readers what Gregoric has to say on that point.
—Ep. M.]

PRIZES TO THE INTERPRETERS OF A
SPIRITUAL RIDDLE.

1u the report of the Peckham meeting with which the
present numnber commences, will be found ** The Fair En-
chantress,” a fable read by Mr. J. K. Lewis, which he had
been impressed to write that afternoon. The name of the
* Fair Enchantress™ is given which so far opens the way
for the interpretation of the mauny allusions that may be
found in the fable itself.

To interest our readers,—particularly the young and
ingenious—we have thought it expedient to offer prizes for
the full interpretation of the Riddle. Go through the entire
fable and explain what is meant by each act and circum-
stance described; by doing so 1t will be scen how
profound the fable is and what an extent of ground it
covers.

The prizes will be’as follows : —

First Prize, a parcel of books—value 10s.

Second Prize, a parcel of books—value 5s.

Third Prize, a parcel of books—value 2s. 6d.

The papers must be received on or before March 31.
Each paper should have appended to it a nom de plume, and
be accompanied by .a sealed envelope containing the namec
.and address of . the writer, and baving the nom de plume on
the outside.

We will ask our friend “ Cambor’* to assist in the ad-
judication of the papers, and hope his other engagements
will enable him to comply. Perhaps Mr. Lewis could also
take part.

If our young readers will distinguish themselves in this
instance we will give them other opportunities to exercise
their literary abilities and acquire a library of handsowme
and interesting books.

MR. S. C. HALL'S “LEFT EARTH LIFE.”

The reprint of Mr. Hall’s article on the Passing away of
Mrs. S. C. Hall, has met with great favour. Many parcels
have been sent for,—mnot only dozens but hundreds. We
bave a few left for gratuitous circulation, paid for Ly “a
Jersey Spiritualist.” This tract will be received with favour
everywhere, and thatcan not be said of all Spiritualistic
documents, which may be, however, very useful in their
way.

Tur Revised New Testament will be published about the
middle of May. The lowest priced edition—small type, 32mo.,
in limp cloth—will be 1s.; a larger size 28.6d.,in cloth boards,
or moxocco, limp, 6s. There will, no doubt, be a great dc-
mand for copies. Woashall bg glad to receivo instructions from

. our readers to secure copies for them.
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SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF THE MEDIUM

For the year 1881 in Great Britain.

As there will be 52 Numbers of the MEDpIUM issued in 1881, the price
will be—

One copy, post freo, weekly 0 2 perannum 0 8 8
Two copies  ,, R 0 4 " 017 4
Three ,, o iR 0 51 2 1 310
Four ,, » il 0 7 e 112 6
Five ,, 3 S - 119 0
Six T ”» 0 10} » 2566
Thirteen 1 6 218 0

Additional copi;, post free, 1.d. each per week, or '8s. 6d. per year,
THE ‘“MEDIUM ” FOR 1880 POST FREE ABROAD,

One will be sent weskly to all parts of Bur United States,
and British North America, Jor 8, 8d. © Y B, Blates,

To India, South Afrisa, Australia, New Zealand, and nearly all other
countries, for 10s. 10d,

Money Orders may now be sent from nearly every country and colon
o London through the Post Uffice, In other cases a !{Iraﬂ o: London, o¥
aper currency, may be remitted.

AllL orders for copies, and communications for the Editor, should be
addressed to Mr. James Bunrns, Office of the Mepiux, 15, Souttampton
Row, Holborn, London, W.C,

The Meptux is sold by all newsvendors, and supplied by the wholesale
trade generally,

Advertisements inserted in the Mep1un at 6d. per line, A series by
coniract,

BLegu_:ie: on behalf of the Cause should be left in the name of *“ James
urns.”

SEANCES ANDQ MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK AT THE
SP!RITUAL INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPION ROW.
TuurspAY.—School of Spi-itaal Teachers at 8 o’clock.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

The report of the Peckham meeting is a lor g affair, but
if the reading prove as all-engrossing as the meeting itself,
our readers will not consider it too protracted. A constant
stream of inspiration of over two hours is highly exciting,
but when the reaction comes it is found to have been too
much. All the next day the Writer was not able for any
impt:‘itant work, the nervous system being quite pros-
trated.

If all who attend such a meeting were of uniform develop-
ment and in full sympathy this exhaustion would not be
felt. As it is the enjoyment of the many is at the expense
of the few. That feeling of blessedness and that pleasurable
thrill as the emotions are moved by the proceedings—are
they not produced by a transference of life-force from those
who devote themselves without stint to the enlightenment
and happiness of the many ¢ When we are all so developed
that we can blend—give and take—then the cup of enjoy-

ment will indeed overflow, and the inspirations will be of a

much higher order. The meeting was much too long : there
was enough of pabulum for two good meetings.

A Eersistent demand was made for a report of Mr. Burns's
speech. The attempt has been made to comply with the
request, interrupted by numberless intrusions of all kinds,
many of them quite uncongenial with the task in hand. The
speech is not the same in expression, but it is of like import
in substance. The friends of the Cause would do well if
they enabled the Spiritual Institution to employ a short-
hand writer, to report matters that all of our readers would
be glad to become acquainted with.

Mr. Lewis's “fable” being in MS. we are happily
enabled to present it entire. The more it is studied, the
more will it be appreciated. The other speeches were ex-
cellent, but only an outline of them could be given.

This Peckham report is an excellent ‘“order of service "
which might be imitated in other places. There 'might be
hundreds of such services held every Sunday evening in
private houses, as this one was. If Spiritualists became re-
solute to do work of this kind, the spirit world would help
them through. The music and hymns given in MEDpIUM
weekly, and the speeches, &c., rePort.ed, would erable all to
have a nice Sunday meeting, which by the introduction of

remarks would soon become more interesting and instructive
than any lecture. Controls of a high order would be quite
frequent.

A consistent idea runs through this week's issue: the
spiritual basis upon which all our work should be placed.
Inferior considerations have led us into trouble and failure.
It is the one who can endure, and suffer, and be ** nobody,”
that ultimately succeeds in spiritual work.

The mathematjcal paper of Mr. McDowall is & hard nut
and will require considerable cracking. It would not be
wise to throw it aside because it does not yield to the first
gentle pressure of the teeth. Andrew Jackson Davis in his
works on the Summerland has expressed the same princi-
ples, though the mathematical demonstration of them is
not used. We do not profess to say whether Mr. Mc
Dowall is right or wrong : he may be in error and yet prove
very suggestive. All original developments have been
pooh-poohed ; but surely it is not the duty of Spiritualists
to shut the door against ideas that have not been thoroughly
vulgarised.

Mr. Crookes when he made his demonstrations of “ Ra-
diant Matter ” was declared by the most eminent scientific
authorities to have proved a truth which was opposed to all
previously existing ﬂypotheses. Mr. McDowall seems to be
on the same track, and has for his aim the unfoldment of
the law whereby certain matter is *‘ radiant ™ and other
matter opaque. Why does the flame of a candle emit light
while the solid tallow is non-luminous?

Our Theosophical papers have been for some weeks in one
direction, the aim of which will possibly appear more mani-
fest as the future gives scope to the writers.

THE ethics of this number are somewhat severe. So it
must be at times when the opposite secks the ascendancy
in & Movement. “ Cambor ” and his critic seem to be of
one opinion after all. If men were healthfully situated and
placed in life, they would not require so much exciting re-
creation and amusement. Life and its work would be one
continuous round of active enjoyment. At the same time
what are our spiritual myths and parables but “ novels,"”
and our religious services but ** operas " ? Let us have all
things of the right sort, and then everything will be * very
good."

NExT week we will print a most interesting letter from
Mr. A. J. Smart, Melbourne, giving some account of the
yoyage out and the work of Mr. Spriggs.

A “ Page for Youthful Readers” will be a feature in
next week's Mepium. We have in hand the MS. of a
thrilling tale translated from the Swedish by our old and
talented friend F. Orthwaite, and its opening chapter will
fitly inaugurate the new *‘ Page."”

Mr. E. Woop, of Oldham, has given us a call and
brought us some pleasant news from well-remembered
friends in Lancashire who are working nobly for the Cause.
There is demand for Mr. Wood's services in London, and
he has promise of a pleasant and useful visit.

Miss SamueL will be present at the Spiritual Institution
on Thursday evening. On Sunday evening she will speak
at Ladbroke Hall.

THE LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF COMPULSORY
VACCINATION, .

The Third Monthly Conference of this Society will be held on
Monday evening, 21st March, 1851, in the Chapter Room at
Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, London, when

W. J. COLLINS, Esq., B.Nc, MR.C.S,
will read a paper entitled,
“Ouvant VAacaNATION 10 e Exvorcen 7
The Chair will be taken at 7.30.

After the Paper has been read the meeting will open for
public discussion on the Vaccination Quostion generally. Tho
attendance of both friends and opponents (particularly medical
men, magistrates, guardians of the poor, and others concerned
in the administration of the Vaccination Acts) is earnestly
invited. Witniam Hasker, Hon. Sec.

Gray's Inn Chambers, 20, High Holborn, London, W.C.
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CIRCLE MEMORANDA.
—————————
Mrs. Mary Marshall writes from Paris, where she
intends giving seances.
Mr. Towns will be at Cambridge on Sunday and Monday

next, letters for him may be addressed —General Post Office,
Cambridge.

The sitters interested in Mr. Towns’ Wednesday evening
circles, will please assemble at Mr. Towns’ residence, 161,
Manor Place, Walworth Road, S.E., on Wednesday,
March 23, at 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. prompt.

Mr. Williams continues to receive his friends on Thursday
and Saturday evenings, at 8 o'clock, at 61, Lamb’s Conduit
Street, ag hitherto. The manifestations are very satisfac-
tory, and continue to interest investigators of these
extraordinary phenomena as much as ever. An introduc-
tion is indispensible.

A Musical and Mediumistic Entertainment is being
arranged at Quebec Hall for the beneflt of an aged widow—
a most respectable and deserving person—whom ill-health
has placed in difficulties. We would be glad to receive
from charitable, readers a few stamps as the price of a
ticket. Many can help the few.

Ar 6, Kenilworth Road, Old Ford, a seance will be held
on Monday evening, March 21. Mediums—Mr. Webster
and Miss E. Dean. A collection will be made in aid of a
person in distress. This is a postponement, as the weather
was so boisterous that the last announcement was not suc-
cessful. To commence at 7.50 for 8 o'clock.—FRANCES
KNIGHT.

THE THIRTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF
MODERN SPIRITUALISM.

On Thursday evening, March 3lst, it will be 33 years
sirce the spirits communicated by sounds through the
Fox family in New York State. .

There isan evident propriety in observing “‘anniversary
week " with suitable circles and exercises. Thursday evening
is convenient for meetings, and the following Sunday may
be set apart for anniversary proceedings. But why not hold
as mang meetings as possible on Thursday evening ?

‘We do not advocate elaborate or expensive proceedings ;
no trouble, no expense need be incurred. A great number
of small meetings privatelyconvened is far more commendable
than public displays got up at much risk and effort.

‘We must not forget that Spiritualism first came alto-
gether in private; in the bosom of the family; in the
sacred ark of a child’s sleeping cot !

These wonderful mediums, Mrs. Kane and Mrs. Jencken
should not be allowed to glide from our grateful memory.
May God bless them abundantly, and compensate them for
all they have had to suffer for this great truth! None can
estimate the sacrifices that mediums have to make: we
should extend to them our love and protection.

A change is coming into our Movement. Let the true
Spiritualist be, as at all times, on the watch-tower, on the
(ei;ening of the 3lst, to catch the first streaks of the new

wn.

The new Bpiritualism will come to every man and woman,
privately, and where two or three meet together. Begin on
the anniversary evening the new work, every one in his little
chamber or home.

‘We hope to have a very small gathering at this Institu-
tion : inviting none but angel guests, and those whom they
may impress to attend.

WarsaLr, No. 1, High Street.—Sunday, March 20: Com-
mittee Meeting at 11 a.m.; Confercnco at 2.30 p.m.; Trance
Address by Mr. E. W. Wallis at 6.30 p.m. Wednosday, March
23 : Trance Oration by Mr. J. C. Wright, at 8 o'clock.

Hicr WycomMBe.—A debate on Spiritualism has been an-
nounced to come off before the Mutual Improvement Society.
The proposition—** Is Spiritualism & Fraud ?” will be opencd
in the affirmative by Mr. H. S. Wheeler, and by Mr. C. Coltman
in the negative.

WORK at the SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION.

i —
MISS SAMUEL AT THE 0.8.T. SCHOOL.

Miss Samuel attended a social gathering at the
O.S.l'I. School, 15, Southampton Row, on Thursday even-
ing last.

The Chief Monitor read from the portrait of Mrs. Croad
her "psychological characteristics, and then divided the
circle into two classes—the Rationalistic and the Intuitive.
He then had to leave the table, being too much exhausted
by work to endure the draught.

Miss Samuel then gave an instructive address on the
changes in the individual nature which rendered sitters
more eligible at one time than another.

The Chief Monitor suggested that the principles then
discussed should be applied to the reconstruction of that
circle with the view of improvng the conditions. There
were really three points—the medium, those most medium-
istic, and those least mediumistic. He would recommend
that the most mediumistic sitters should be placed nearest
to the medium, gradually approaching the least mediumistic,
who should be placed farthest off. It was to be regretted
that some Spiritualists would not take a hint on these
matters without offence. For his part, he made it a
habit to sit anywhere, or leave the circle or room if neces-
sary.

z{ number of changes were then made which greatly im-
proved the comfort of the sitters and enhanced Miss Samuel’s
powers in a remarkable degree. She described the cou-
ditions of nearly all of the sitters, and Mr. King did some
healing. Mrs. Prichard also gave some information, and a
very instructive and agreeable evening was spent.

THEOSOPHY.

A A

SPIRITUAL SCIENCE AND THE “FOURTH
DIMENSION.”

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Believing I havesomething ‘‘ new”
to say on the above subject that would interest your readers, I
respectfully request a little of your space for one or two papers,
promising to be as brief as the nature of the subject will allow.

The minds of mathematical Spiritualists have been oxercised
in trying to discover what Professor Zollner could mean by a
Four Dimensional space ; and, as he has not yet informed us, I
take the liberty of giving you the conclusions at which I havo
arrived, 8o with this explanation we will address ourselves to
the subject.

The earth moves round the sun once in a year, and rotates
on its axis once in the twenty-four hours, this double motion
giving tothe earth a spheroidal form; the difference between tho
Iength of the polar axis and the equatorial diameter being
26} miles. These are facts too well known to require confirma-
tion from me, it is the form of the earth I have to do with at
present.

It is generally admitted that a body moving through space
and not turning on its axis would assume the form of a sphere,
that is, the polar axis and the equatorial diameter would be the
same length, and as the body is not turning on its axis, it is
moving through space at the same velocity at all points; thus
you see the polar axis and the equatorial diameter are propor-
tionals of its motion; but it has not been so clearly seen, that
& body rotating on its axis wonld take the form of a ring
continually growing wider without limits. There, again, you
see that the form is a proportional of the motion, for the polar
axis has zero for its length while the equatorial diameter is
unlimited ; from this you will perceive that the polar axis and
the equatorial diameter of a body, moving through space and
rotating on its axis at the same time, are proportionals of the
distance the polar axis and the equatorial diameter pass through
in any given time.

Applying this law to the earth, we find that the polar axis is
moving through space at the velocity of 23-471 miles in onc
second of time, and any point on the equator is moving at the
velocity of 23:5468 miles in one second of time. Now if the
sun was a stationary body, as some suppose it to be, and the
earth was only moving around it once in a year at tho mean
distance of 91,400,000 miles, the polar axis would be moving
through space at the velocity of 182 miles, persecond, and the
differcnce between the length of the polar axis and the equa-
torial diameter would be 43 miles, but the differenco is 25}
miles. How is this to be explained? In this way: the sun is
moving through space at the velocity of 74858 miles in one
second while the earth is describing a cycloidal curve around
it at the velocity of 23-471 miles in the same time; that is, the
sun i8 moving through space at 480 times greater velocity than
an express locomotive going at 60 miles per hour, while the
earth is moving around it in a cycloidal orbit at 1440 times
greater velocity than an express locomotive going at 60 miles
per hour. :
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Now every year at the same moment the sun is seen occupy-
ing the same position amongst the stars that it held the year
previous. To what conclusion does this lead us? To this, that
the whole stellar universe is in motion, and at the place the sun
occupies, it i8 moving at the velocity of 7-8&38 miles in one
second of time; but we will leave this for the present and con-
fine ourselves to the sun and carth.

Bear in mind, then, that the earth is moving at the velocity
of 24 miles nearly in onc secen! of time, a:ﬁ that the sun is
moving at the velocity of 8 miles mearly in one second, and
therefore the carth is moving three times as fart a8 the sun.
Now picture to your mind's eye the earth unblessed by the
genial light of the sun, a cold dark mass, not one drop of Jiquid
on it, nothing but **thick ribbed ice” and hard sullen rocks,
and the coldness so intense that a polar winter would stand no
comparison with it: Can this horrid gloom be the result of
motion ? We shall see.

Spectrum analysis reveals the fact that the sun and earth in
substance are one. How comes it, then, that the one i8 cold
and dark, with scarcely the vestige of an atmosphere about it,
while the otheris a glowing ball of light, sending its life-giving
influence to an almost unlimited distance? To mo, the answer
seems plain, and based on perfectly scientific principles :—

The force of the earth is converted into motion, while the
force of the sun is converted into heat; that is, what the xun
wants in the velocity of its mass it has in the motion of its
atoms round cuch other ; and what the earth has in the velocity
of its mass it wantw in the motion of its atoms ; but conld we
arrest the velocity of the earth to the same velocity as the sun,
it, too, would become a glowing ball of light 27 times its pre-
sent bulk. But ceuld we arrest completely the velocity of the
sun, what then woula be the result? This—every atom would
repel every other atom, and every atom would repel every part
of itself without limits, and thus the sun would becomc pure
space. Why 80? becanse contraction is the result of the velo-
city of the mass of a body. Now if the velocity of that body be
reduced, the force that was the cause of that velocity expresres
itself in repelling the atoms farther apart, and bursting them
into smaller atoms, the distance between thesc smaller atoms
being less than the distarce that wasbetween the larger atoms
when moving at the greater velocity, and, at the same time,
setting these smaller atoms to revolve in little orbits of their
own about each other,—the quicker atoms revolving around
the slower in cycloidal curves exactly similar to the motion of
the earth around the sun, or the moon around the earth,
according to the difference in their velocity. Reduce still
farther the velocity of fhe body, and still this divisional and
expansive process amongst the atoms goes on, and when yon
have reduced the velocity to zero, you have reached the limits
which are absolutely limitless ; i}or the body has now infinity
for its dimensions, while its atoms are reduced to the truly
infinitesimal, and are moving in truly infinitesimal orbits, the
duration of the periods of which are truly an infinitesimal
duration.

From this you may see that the activity of a body varies
inversely to its velocity : that slow moving bodies are the most
active, and as space moves not, it is the most active substance
in cxistence. Farther, we see from this that space is not a
void, having the simple qualitics of extension, and filled up
with sthers, and suns, and worlds, but that it is a substance
go subtile and powerful in its nature that it penetrates and
propels every other substance. The idea that space is a void
seems to me absurd, for space has infinitude for its dimensions,
while the dimensions of 0 are: 0 by 0 by 0 equal 0; so that ex-
tension cannot be the qualities of nothing.

I am perfectly well aware that science says an atom cannot
be divided. This is true as far as the earth is concerned, for it
is the carth’s velocity that makes them, hence, until the velo-
city of the carth can be arrested it will not be possible to
divide an atom.

From what I have said, yon will perceive that every substance,
excluding space, is the result of certain velocities; or, that
cvery substance is the exact equivalent of the motions that pro-
duced it; or substance ix space differentiated by motion. From
this, I would wish you to infer that the carth is space, contracted
by its great velocity.

The law ruling the contraction and expansion is this: The
contracting power of a body varies directly to its velocity, and
the expansive power of a body varies inversely to its velocity :
which means, that no matter how small a body may be when
its velocity is completely arrested, it is one with space, and is
cverywhere present. I hope I have made this plain, for without
an understanding of the effect of motion on substance, spirit-life
will remain a mystery ; for, subsatitute the term ** gpirit ¥ for
““gpace” and you will have an idea how matter and spirit ave
onc and the same.

But what about the * fourth dimension ?” Here you will sce
that to give the length, breadth, and depth of a body, as the
dimensions of the sun or earth, expresses nothing unless you
givo the velocity as well. But, say you give the velocity as
24, or 8, or 0, miles in one second of time, you would know at
once what was the quality of the substance referred to,—
whether it was matter, or the substance of sun or spirit, or how
far it was removed from inflnity. This will appear more plain
a8 we proceed.

I have stated the law ruling the nature of a body in its own
being, I will now state the law ruling bodies in their relations
to onc another :—

Now, since no body can exist unless it be moving at some
velocity, and that the slower moving bodies confine to orbits
the quicker moving bodies, it is a necessity that all bodics move
in cycloidal orbits. Such being the case, the law of cycloidal
curves is the law ruling hodies in their relation to one another
and to space. I know that the law I am about to state is, to
some extent, opposed to Newton's law of attraction, his law
making no allowance for velocity, but simply dealing with the
bulk of the bodies. :

The law of cycloidal curves is this: bodiex atiract each other
inversely to the difference of velocitier, and inversely to the
sum of their bulk; and bodies repel each other directly to the
difference of their velocities, and directly to the sum of their
bulk. I am not going to enter farther into the proof of this at
present, as it would requirec too much of your space, but will
simply say that this law I have stated rules every body, no
matter how large or small, whether it be world or atom, man
or gpirit.

To shew that this is spiritual scicnce we will reduce the
velocity of the earth to 4 miles per second, instoad of 24, and
watch the result in the light of the laws 1 have stated. ¥our
into 24 equal 6 ; now remember that the expansive power of a
body varies inversely to its velocity, so that the earth, when its
velocity is reduced to ith expands to 6 times its present diamc-
ter, or 216 times greater in bulk. By this change the earth
has become a sun, the substance of which is far more subtile
and powerful than the substance of our own sun, while within
this new sun i8 a world, in many respects the duplicate of our
own, only far more beautiful: the rocks are semi-transparent,
and their atoms may be seen in constant motion around each
other, the trees and vegetation have undergone a corresponding
change, many of the birds and a few of the finer animals ars
still in existence : that is, every being whose highest part wos
not equal in quality to the substance produced by the velocity
of 4 miles per second has become extinct. But in nothing do
we perceive a greater change than in ourselves: each man or
woman has now the appearance of a little sun, varying from
25 to 50 feet in diameter, and within the centre of this little sun
is a body, corresponding, in form and general lineament, to
their previous selves, only that it shines with a mild radiance.
The change in our appearance is, however, nothing to the
change in our mentel condition and our strength of will. We
find that our power of resistance has increased 216 times, be-
cause our being has 216 times the hold of space that it previously
had; for space, remember, is immovable, and the nearer our
being approximates to it the greater our strength of resistance.
Our will and our intuitions have also increased in the same
ratio, that is, in every respect we are 216 times more powerful.
This arises from the great truth that space ig perfect law or
wisdom, purc spirit, and when it penetrates our being at this
slow velocity, its effects are correspondingly increased ; such as
the strength of our will, and so nearly does the substance with
which we are surrounded correspond to our own spiritual
nature, that immediately our thoughts take shape and
form, without any manipulation with our hands,— that is,
when a spirit wishes to manufacture any object of beauty or
usefulness, the substance is attracted from the surrounding
atmosphere, and secreted through its brain. This is truc to
some extent cven on earth ; many can create mental pictures
that have for a time a aistinct existence, but they do not remain
because the earth’s velocity will not allow them, and so they
are attracted to more congenial climes, where we will meet all
thoughts that had any beauty or usefulness in them.

But from whence this new earth and these new bodies ?
Were they contained in the old ones when moving at
24 miles per second? This would be impossible, for they could
not move at the velocity of 24 miles per second and remain a
substance whose natural velocity was 4 miles per gecond. Are
they a new creafion then ? PYartly yes, and partly no; they
are the continuous creative energy, arrested a few degrecs
nearer the creative source, and-had no existence as a body un-
til the velocity was reduced. Now the truth that I have been
trying to impress on your mind is this : that a velocity of 21
miles per second would reduce spirit to the consistency of
granite. At the same time I know that a spirit who has passcd
a few years in the Summerland can move from one point of
space to another at the rate of one hundred million miles in onc
sccond of time. Why does it not turn into some substance
4 millions times harder than granite? The truth is, a spirit
when travelling does not move. This seems like a paradox,
but I will illustrate. If you lay a train of gunpowder evenly,
and put a spark of fire to the end, you will see the flame glide
swiftly along the whole line ; and if the train has been evenly
laid, and the powder of an uniform quality, you will notice that
the flame has the same appearance at every point along the
line. Now the original flame died where it came into exist-
ence, thus the flame was dying and being recreated along the
whole line. Let the powder represent God, the flame the
spirit, and the atmosphero the surrounding spirit substance,
and you have a fair il?nstra.tion of a spirit's mode of motion.
From this you will see that spirit-life or motion differs only in
degree from ours. In moving we consame the substance of our
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bodies ; sodoes & spirit, only that it takes us from four to twelve
months to renew our bodies, while a spirit while travelling,
say from the Summerland to earth, will renew the substance
of its body ten million times every second, and it will take it
270 seconds to complete the journey. Whenever a spirit moves,
the substance of the spirit-body is reduced a degree lower, be-
cause of that movement; it is then immediately repelled by
the higher substance of the will, which desconds a degree lower
to take its place, its place being filled by the next higher sub-
stance, and so on until we arrive at the source of all energy,
pure spirit. From.this we see that existence is a perpetual
creation, growing more beautiful and intense as we approach
the divine source:

If, then, the reduction of owr natural velocity to one-sixth
confers-such wonderous-powers, what if it were reduced to one
hundredth part? Our present intuitions, and our strength of
will, would be a8 one-to.one million ; and.if our natural velocity
were redunoced-to zero; our pawers would be infinite, for we would
be one with God. 5

I would, therefore, submit Mr. Editor, if this be not the
“fourth: dimension” referred to' by Professor Zdllner, it is
another of great importance.

JamBs McDowALL.

3, Silvergrove Street, Calton, Glasgow, Mar. 5.

CHRISTIAN CHARITY IN THE NATIONAL
CHURCH.

In:the lset issue of “ Morning Light” a the
follawing letter quoted from the *Church Times” of
the previous week. It is a spiteful and intolerant
production. Mr. Colley is not estimated at His worth
as a man and a lover of truth. Ability and conscien-
tiousness are evidently vices in eyes ecclesiastic. It
is the church; the creed, the articles of association that
must rule the minds of men: the spiritual intuitions
are non est:—

Sir,—The erratic Mr. Colley is leaving his post as ‘ Dean
and Archdeacon ” of-the Colensoite Schism in Natal, and the
fact of his approaching return to England has been publicly
announced. Now L do not wish to. magnify this gentleman's
importanee, or to act as an advertising medium or feeder to his
passion for notoriety. As far as he is personally concerned
Churchmen may: well leave him to the natural iafluence of the
process of desiccation, or (to use the more picturesque Anglo-
Saxon of our Transatlantic kinsmen) * drying up.”

But there i8 one important reason for notifying his return
to Churchmen generally, and this is that they may carefully
watoh the Bishops of England, lest any of their lordships should
inadvertently grant him a licence without his being purged
of his schism and formally reconciled to the Catholic Church.

You published the other day the office used by Bishop
Macrorie in reconciling to the Church Messrs. Page Wood and
Hupter, the Colensoite clergymen who found their way back
to their trne mother. This office, or a similar one, might well
be employed by any English Bishop who may think fit to
reconcile Mr. Uolley to the Church of England after his re-
pudiation of the errors of Colensoism, Swedenborgianism, and
Spiritualism.

It is just possible that, Mr. Colley, notwithstanding his
past history, may think he has a right to deny his connection
with Swedenborgian and spiritualistic tenets. At all events,
his connection with Colensoism is an established fact, and, in
common with many others, I would carnestly hope that his
leaving Natal may be the means of restoring him to the Church
and to a carcer of future unobtrusive usefulness as her servant.
—A. T. Wirgman, M.A.; D.C.L. Feast of Conversion of St.
Paul, St. Mary’s Rectory, Port Elizabeth, Jan. 52, 1881.

Mr. HOWELL AT STAMFORD.

To the Editor—Dear Sir,—On Thursday last we were favoured
with a visit from our much respected friend and brother in the
Cause of Spiritual Truth, Mr. Walter Howell, of Manchester,
who, with the assistance of his spirit-guides, gave us one of
the most powerful and eloquent addresses on the subject of
¢ Spiritualism and its Probable Effects on Humanity,”
that we have ever had the pleasure of listening to. The
thoughts expressed and ideas touched upon in the course
of his address were so forcible and grand, that we fecel at a loss
to find language to express our appreciation of their beauty
and soul-inspiring nature. On the following evening he again
addressed a semi-public meeting at brother Chapman’s beauti-
ful little seance-room, when we were favoured with various
controls, giving utterance to their thouihts on scientific, philo-
sophic, and special questions, thus shewing the varicty of
minds in the next sphere of existence as in this. On the
whole it has heen a most enjoyable time, and we hope that
good results may follow the efforts put forth, and that we shall
ere long again have such a season of refreshing intercourse
with the asceaded ones, and that our brother may receive his
reward in that higher kingdom whence wo are all surely
travelling. ) JosErH RERDMAN.

=

LITERARY NOTICES.

A Cuarter ox Noses. Edited by Acrrep T. Story, au-
thor of “ A Manual of Phrenology,” “ Woman in the Talmud,”
&c. London: Fowler. price 6d.

The reader of this amusing little work, who has not pre-
viously scrutinised the nose scientifically, will be astonished at
the deep significance of its ever varying form. When this
‘“ Chapter” appeared in saccessive issues of the * Phrenological
Magazine " it attracted special notice, and now that it has been
reprinted we feel it to be our duty to recommend its perusal to
our readers. It is * profusely illustrated,” some two dozen
representatives of the nasal organ being figured on its pages.
In looking at these illustrations it is impossible to refrain from
fancying, as a back ground to each proboscis, the well-known
visage of some one we meet daily in life, and be able to bear
testimony to Mr. Story’s science in what we know of the
wearer. The little work is truly exhaustive of its subject: full
of information, quaintly written, and undoubtedly practical in
its tendancies, as noses are on exhibition every where. Almost
everybody has one of his own, and knowing the disposition ac-
companying it, Nasology may be studied by all who possess.
this book, the necessary ‘ apparatas” being so universally
diffused. And the study may be highly rewarded if the follow-
ing ominous paragraph savour of truth: “ We would advise
neither young man nor maiden to wed with one so constituted
nasally. There is comfort and length of days in a well rounded
nose, even though it beslightly puggish ; whereas when 4 blne-
pointed nose enters the door peace and ease of mind fiy out of
the window. It were better to put such a nose on the grind-
stone at once than to take it home with you; otherwise, provide
yourself with the patience and philosophy of Socrates.”

HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE.
(Suggested by the death of a sceptical friend.)

Mourn for the dead ! mourn hopeless for the dead :
We meet no more; the vital breath has fled.

Weep Sadducees, like those who have no hope,

If friendship’s o’er when life’s small thread is broke :
If then from friends forever part we must,

Or only meet to mingle in the dust,—

If, then, the heart must throb its last farcwell—
If, then, the shudd'ring melancholy knell

Of every joy and every hope must sound,

The grave indeed is hopelegs ;: a profound

Of fathomless despair. But if there be

A spirit world, where all again shall sce

Our kindred and each friend we loved while here,
And reunite with all that were most dear

In purest sympathy ; where peace and joy

Shall never end, and be without alloy ;

Save what will flow from those who'll not repent,
Whose faults may bring a proper chastisecment.

Whate'er our friend decmed right, that he maintained,
And by his labours freedom’s cause has gained ;
If e'er he erred he seemed indeed sincere,

And on that ground there can be nought to fear.
Not for opinions—not for formal creeds

Shall man be judged, but rather for his deeds: *
Not that true faith is vain, for error still
Howe'er singere, leads more or less toill.

Yet if we rise *‘twill be,” + saith One we trust,
“To be forgiven, or suffer what is just:”

Some by corrective punishment thus taught,
'Till all subdued, all to obedience brought,
That truth and love and righteousness may be
The crowning joys of immortality.

Then to converse with those who've gone hefore—-
The wise, sincere, and good from every shore—

I8 a delight which Soorates, the wise,

Said 'twere worth many deaths to realize. T

Who, that has followed to the grave a friend,

Would not like Socrates, such hope defend ?—

A faith that shall defy as heretofore,

The Sadducee’s and Sophist's dubious lore ;—

A faith that shines more pure and still more bright,
As blending more and more with reason's light:

That souls shall meet when bodies shall expire,
I8 bliss to hope, is virtuous to desire. Q. G. GiLuAM.

QuEeENsLAND.—A gentleman writes from an English county :
“ ] was a reader of the Meprum in Quéensland, where the Cause
is making rapid strides. It is not making the progress in the
old country which my friends in Queensland expected I should
have found. I had some difficulty in finding Spiritnalists, and
as to its literature not a trace i8 to be found, search ali the
bookshops in the three towns. I am glad, however, at last to
find thiat the leaven is here, quietly spreading under the im-
mense superincuimbent mass of cloud of black, bigoted, old
orthodoxy, generated by so many ages of priesteraft and devil-
worship. I may state that we used to look for the arrival of
the Meprum with intense interest.”

* John v. 28. 29 ¢ 1 Peter i. 16. 17. Acts x. 84, 35. 3 -Byron,
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TOO LATE.

When the sun is sinking,
Up from the vale I flec,
To sece his last looks blinking,
Ere he sinks within tho sea,
Adown the hush of evening, 'mong the islands of the blest,
Mid the gardens golden-fruited in the cloudland of the West.

The gardens Hesperéan,
The Eden of our race,
The island Atlantéan
Sinking before our face,
Like hopes of men dissolving in the magic glass of Fate,
Where all his pleasures vanishing, leave these sad words—
“too late.”
“ Too late” is written everywhere
In the gloomy book of Fate ;
The index points the page of love,
We ope, but find “ too late ;"
We turn to that bright page of joy, bat find it is in vain,
“Too late,” alas ! is stereotyped in words of burning flame.

The book of Wisdom we admire, |
And scan its golden page
In hope to find a heavenly fire,
A lamp to light our age;
And there we cull the brightest flowers, odorous with heaven’s
own bloom,
But to enjoy them 'tis too late, go! plant them for your tomnb.

We seek around to find a heart
Of friendship and of truth,
As well go seek within the mart
The fabled fount of youth ;
One friend 1 know, of all below, who never comes too late,
True, punctual Death, the friend of all, the messenger of
Fate.

Lucerne. 1870. A.J.C.

NORTHAMPTON.—MR. BROWN'S VISIT—FUTURE
ARRANGEMENTS.

Mr. Editor,—According to the announcement in the MepivM
Mr. Brown paid us a visit on Sunday, March 6, and notwith-
standing the evident fact that he was in very weak health, he
delivered two lectures on that day in a most telling and able
manner. The audiences were very large, especially at the
evening lecture, when the resources of Mr. Ward (which are very
considerable) were severely taxed to find seats and room for
the many who attended. Some of the audience came & long

distance to hear Mr. Brown, notably Mr. and Mrs. Middleton,

who drove a distance of fifteen miles on seeing the announce-
ment in the Mepivy, and Mr. Tarry walked eight miles to and
from the meeting.

On Monday there was a tea-meeting held in honour of Mr,
Brown's visit, to which a very pleasant little party did justice.
During the evening * Bretimo” controlled and gave descrip-
tions of the spirit-friends and relatives of the greater portion
of the audience in such a style as to fairly astound the most
experienced present. It is to be hoped that the Northampton
Spiritual Evidence Society will be able before long to arrange
for a second visit by Mr. Brown.

The above society has been in existence about five months,
and we have every reason to believe it will do a good work.
It holds its second quarterly meeting on April 5 and 6, and we
fecel sure there will be a good gathering of the friends on that
occasion, when they will be able to cnjoy one of Mrs. Ward's
accustomed good teas and addresses by the guides of Mr.
Wallis.

We all owe you our sincere thanks for the Mepiums sent,
which were eagerly sought and read, and we should be glad at
any time to be able to distribute more. The hymn and music
gage is a decided improvement. At our meeting it was a great

oon.

We all join in sympathy for you in your great work, and
trust that behind the dark cloud now passing the sun will
shine out in greater splendour than it has ever been your
fortune to witness.—Yours truly, 0. E. GusBiNs.

58, Hood Street, March 13.

THE ANNIVERSARY OF SPIRITUALISM AT
GOSWELL HALL.

A Soirée will take place in aid of the funds on Thursday;
March 31, 1881, being the Thirty-third Anniversary of Modern
Spiritualism. Tickets 1s. each, which can be had at the
hall.

Friends who will give their services, and thus enable the
Committee to produce a good and varied programme, are
kindly requested to communicate with Mr. Swindin personally
at the hall or by letter at 34, Pancras Road, King's Cross, N.\V.,
or to Mr. Towns, 126, Liverpool Buildings, New Station Road,
Highbery, N.

A respecTABLE and industrious youth wanted as an Appren-
tice to the printing trade. Apply to J. Burns, 15, Southampton
Row, London, W.C. L . ,

RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SPIRIT-CIROLE.

ATMOSPEERIO OONDITIONS.~The phenomens cannot be successfully ellcited
In very warm, sultry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and
magnetio disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very moist, or when there
is much rain, or storms of wind. A warm, dry atmes is best, as it presents
the mean between all extremes, and agrees with the onlous state of man's
ism which 1s for the manifestation of spiritual phenomema. A

sabdued light or darkness inereases the power and fasilitates control

Locar CoxpITIONS.—The room in which a circle is held for development or
Investigation should be set apart for that purposs. It should be comfortably
warmed and ventilated, but dranghts or currents of alr should be avolded. Those
persons com the circle should meet in the room about aa hour before the
sxperiments cn;za::l ; the -“;n:dm |I:Illwuld attend .cbdmm. and oeoug &
mme ntains M conditions Docossary
produation of the ph A lop h

by ey At g & sl ot e
emaratin, m ts nse a8 & oom

thomaelvg and obj Certain P #n off this ; others emit
un opposite influence, Lf the clirele is com; ‘:‘ou wi

ments, manifestations will take place y; if contrary be the case, much
per will be y $0 produoce resulta. If both perament
s present, m require to be

stmosphere ved from them, physical manifestations y
upon temperament. If a circle does not succeed, changes should
sitters till the proper conditions are supplied.

MrexTAL Oowprrioxs.—All forms of mental

sucoess. Those with stromg and 0] should not sit ]
opinionated, dogmatio, and positive 1o are better out of the circle and room,
Purties betwren whom there are of envy, hate, contempt, or other
inharmonious sentiment should mot it at the same The viclous and erude
should be excluded from all such ts, The minds of the sitters sho
belnnrdnnthcthnnuﬂn“ by the love of truth and of
ki One I jous and faully invaloable in the

formation of a clrcle,
Tax Orecre should consist of from three to

w are
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or sofas used other persons, as the
nences which accumulate in mimdtunmcgz-udimnp

to questions. en the table cam answer thres ) wrm
for ** Yes,” and one for * No,” i$ may assist in placing tters properly.
spirits or intellig which produce the phen hould be treated with the
same courtesy and consideration as you would desire for ves if you were
'ﬂms.‘th ‘-ihw?: 1d o Ay mt*:llow w t;b:‘wmvped

e sitters should not on en or
their good sense imposed upom spirits, whateves profeesions may be.
Reason with , firmly, snd oconsiderately.
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Boutham , London, W.0., who will gladly ® packet of publica
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MR. T. M. BROWN'S APPOINTMENTS,

Mr. Brown will lecture at Nottingham on Snnd:x' and hold private
seances for three days. All letters up to Wednesday dress— T. M. Brown
General Post office, Nottingham.

Mr. Brown expects to proceed North soon, calling at Manchester,
Macclestield, and a number of other places en ioute. As he intends
retarning South again, his stay in each place will be very brief.

M:B. E. W. WALLIS, Inspirational speaker. For terms and dates
apply—388, 8t. Anu's Well Road, Not tingham,
APPOINTMENTS.

Midland District Conference, Walsall.—20.
Northampton.—April 5 and 6.

Mr. Wallis will accept calla to deliver trance orations in all parts of
the United Kingdom. Apply by letter, to him at 338, St. Ann’s Well
Road, Nottingham.

N.B.—Mr. Wallis also
readings, and recitations.

ives entertainments, consisting of songs,
rite for programme and terms.

Mr. J. HoLuEs, 6, Charlotle Street, Leicesbex.—ApPointmants: York-
shire Committee, March 27. Iun correspond with don, Keighley,
Stamford, and Liverpool; Manchester and Nottingham still open.

SOUTH LONDON SPIRITUAL SOCIETY,
8, Bournemouth Road, Rye Lane, Peckham.
President : MR. JAMES KINNERSLEY LEWIS.
Meectings:— Thursdays, 8 p-m. Sandays, 11 a-.m, for inquirers
7 p-m, select. For admission, &c., address sccretary as above
Additional members needed.

Kirkcaupy Psychological Society, 13, Oswald’s Wynd.—Tuesday
evening at 8 o’clock,
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WALSALL SPIRITUAL SOCIETY,
No. 1, HIGH STREET.

We, the Members of the above, having struggled hard for two
years to establish a Society of Progressive Spiritualists,
and having been rewarded with intelligent audiences and
many having received the truths for themselves; and are
now holding seances in various parts of the town—are,
with this oncouragement, stirred to make further effort to
overcome our debts incurred, and also endeavour to estab-
lish a fund to provide more speakers for our platform :
We now appeal to all persons to aid us with articles of
any kind for sale, so that we can open a Bazaar towards
the closc of this year.

Goods can be forwarded to the Committee as follows :—
Mr. G. Coatrs, Stafford Street, Walsall ;
Mr. J. VENABLES, Mount Street, Walsall ;
Mr. W. RoBerTs, 8, Mount Street, Walsall ;

Mr. J. TisBiTTS, Junction Street, Walsall ;
or the Secretary—

Mr. T. BLINKHORN, 16, George Street, Walsall.

GOSWELL HALL, 290, GOSWELL ROAD.
(Near the ‘‘ Angel,” Islington.)

Last Bunday evening we had one of the best orations from Miss
Samuel’s guides that we have ever listened to. Her guides requested
the audience to usk any questions on the improvement of man’s

spiritnal and material conditions in reference to this life and the -

fature. They were answered in splendid style. The influence was soft,
warm, aud beautiful. All seemed as though every minute of time flew
too fast. Everyone was in harmony with each other.

Next Sunday morning, at 11, conference, in which all are welcome and
invited to take part.

On Sunday aveninq next, at 7, a gentleman of scientific knowled
will give a lectare on *‘ Biblical and Spiritual Spiritoalism. The frien
may look forward to a treat from Mr. Howard. Friends, do all you can
to fill the hall on Sunday evening next.

161, Manor Pl'ace, Walworth Roxd, S.E.  W. Towns, Sec.

LADBROKE HALL, NEAR NOTTING HILL RAILWAY STATION.

The meetings of yesterday were good and well attended.

Next Sunday, at 7 o'clock, Miss Samuel will inavgurate the new plat-
form and dedicate it to the use of future work in the Cause of Progress.
I may say the hall is now completed as regards furniture, and presents
s very inviting appearance. owers or money will bo thankfally
received by myself towards decorations and expenses.

Mr. Walter Howell, of Manchester, will occupy the platform on the
following Sunday.

Mr. Holmes is shortly expected to visit Ladbroke Hall.

HNedx.tl Sunday Mr. Knight Smith will sing ‘““He shall feed His flock,”
an

11, 'I"orrington Square, W.C. F. 0. MATTHEWS
March 14, 1881.

LEICESTER.- SILVER STREET LECTURE HALL.

Sunday, March 13, Mr. Howell, of Manchester, gave two trance
addresses, morning and evening, subjects chosen by the andience:
morning—a e from Bt. Mark’s gospel; evening—‘‘ The Identity

LEFT EARTH-LIFE: Mgs. S. C. HALL.
By 8. C. HALL.
(Reprinted from the MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.)

This affecting Letter has been so highly valued that a
demand has been made for an Edition in the cheapest and
most convenient form for wide circulation. It has therefore
been printed as a neat Broadside, which may be given from
housc to house, circulated at meetings, enclosed in letters,
or pasted up where it may be conveniently read. To cir-
culate this Publication extensively will very much promote
Spiritualism.

This Article i8 a valuable testimony to Spiritualism.
The eminent Author of it declares the good which Spiri-
tualism has been to him; his knowledgo of the continued
existence of the One who has gone to the Spiritual State;
how they became Spiritualists and studied the subject with
Villiam Howitt and other persons of eminence ; his disregard
for mourning at funerals, togcther with words of great com-
fort and consolation to the bereaved.

Price 6d. per Dozen ; 3s. per Hundred.
London: J. Burxs, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.

HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS.
DR. JAMES MACK,

87, Upper Baxer STeREET, REGENT'S PARK,

MESMERISM.
D. YOUNGER,
MAGNETIC HEALER AND MEDICAL RUBBER,
98, Ledbury Road, Bayswater, London, W.

A’l‘ HOME daily from 2 till 5, or attends patients al their own homes.

He has a number of mesmeric sensitives on which he teaches ladies
or gentlemen any kind of experiments connected with the science, da.
veloping wonderful phenomena. Ha also gives Eleotro-Biological enter-
tainments — Private or public: Terme by letter.

MESMERIC INSTITUTION
For the Cure and Alleviation of Digeases.
PROFESSOR ADOLPHE DIDIER (36 YEARS ESTABLISHED)
attends patients, and can be consulted daily from 2 till 5. 10, Berke-

Iey-zndenl, Casmpden-hill, Kensington: Patients are attended at their
residences in the morning and evening.

Mz. J. J, Mogse, inspirational speaker, 53, Bigdon Road, Dalston?
London, E.

1

R. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, is
at home daily, and is open to engagements. Addrese—161, Manor
Place, Walworth Road, London, 8.E.

WRITING AND SPEAKING MEDIUM, CAROLINE PAWLEY.

Free of charge. Appointments made by letter only, with directed
envelope, 43, Earls’ Court Boad, Kensington.

of the Spirits coming back to this World.” The controls excited great
interest and brought forward proofs of the identity of spirits by making
themselves known to their friends. The hall was crowded to excess in the
evening, and the morning attendance was better than it had been,
56, Oranbourne Street, Leicester. R. WiGHTMAN, Sec.
March 5, 1881.

MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS,
Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street.
President: Mr. R. FiTTON, 44, Walnut Street, Cheetham, Manchester.
Plan of speakers for March :—
20th.—Mr. J. Wright.
27th.— ,, J. B. Tetlow.
Service commences at 2-30 p-m,
A society for the free distribution of spiritual literature in connection
with the above association. Literature and donations thankfully re-
3 iﬂm.

ceived by Miss H. Blundell, 5, Summer Villas, Stretford Road
chester, treasurer,

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY.
268, Chapel-street, Salford. Sunday evening at 6.30.
President : Mr. J, Campion, 33, Downing-street.
Secretary : ,, Croft, 26, Boacfx-atreet, Queen’s-road, Miles Platting.

OupHAx Dpiritoalist Booiex'Ir 176, Union.street.—Meetings, SBunday

at 2.30 p-m., and 6 p.m1. Mr, Alfred Farrar, secre 7, Dawson-stree
Loss, Olibems T s "

O SPIRITUALISTS.—Home offered to a young City gentleman in a
private family at Acton. Only one boarder received. Close to
trains, Piano, bathroom. Private use of sitting-room if desired. Terms
according to requirements. Address—care of Messrs. Jallings & Smith,
High-street, Acton.

ANGLO-AMERICAN BTORES.
* F. FUBEDALE, Tailor and Draper.

A l&l:nndid assortment of Winter Goods not to be surpassed in
don. All goods thoroughly shrank and made on the premises at
the shortest notice,—8, Southampton Row, Holborn.

F. O MATTHEWS, Clairvoyant, 11, Torrington Square. W.0. At
¢+ Ladbroke-hall, Notting-hill, every Sunday evening at 7 o’clock.

SEANCE for CLAIRVOYANCE and TRANCE at Mrs.
PRICHARD’S, 10, Devonshire Btreet, W.C., Tuesdays at 8 p.m
DHYSICAL & TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs. Ayers’, 45, Jubiles
Street, Commercial Road, E., Sunday, at 7-30; also on ‘l‘ueodny-
and Tharsdays at 8 o'clock. Mrs. Walker, physical, trance, and test

mediam, may be specially engaged.
MOST EFFECTIVE SUBSTITUTR for the ‘““ BRATTAH MIRRORS™
at a tenth of their cost. Black seering gl for assisting

) ng
clairvoyant lucidity and seership. Now ready. Send stamped envelope
flt:lr‘ cingﬂn; of particulars to Mr. Robert Fryar, 8, Northumberland
ce, Bath.

VERBATIM ExTRACTS PROM A LETTER

From one of the many purchasers of these glasses, and who now extend
over England, Ireland, and Bootland :—

‘1 got the mirror all right............ On one occasion I was alone, and
the thought came, Am I guided by the Divine Spirit, or have I a
guidance of a planetary spirit? I looked steadily in the glass, when I
sAw something of and beauty such as I never saw on urti:, but it
was partly veiled from sight............ I bave a large family of children;
which do see many shapes in the mirror............ »

RAPHAEL'S GUIDE TO ASTROLOGY is warranted to be the euieuta
best, and most accurate Work on the science ever published. Boun
n ch *b. gilt lettered, price 3s.

London: J. Burns, 15, Sonthampton Row, Holborn.

ISLE OF WIGHT.—Annatdale Villa, Sandown.—One or two invalid
Ladies will be taken great care of bya Healing Medium, including

Board snd Lodging, for 30s. per week for the six winter months at this

pretty seaside town, which is known to be particularly salabrious.

Christ the Cormer-stone of Spiritualism.
A Treatise by J. M. PresLxs, M.D.

PRICE SIXPENCEx
Lonmpox : J. Burxs, 15, Southampton Row, W.C,
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HYMNS AND TUNES FOR SPIRITUAL CIRCLES AND MEETINGS.

HYMN No. 48 in the “ SruiTval LYRE”

T T . 5

T = T =t
Whom hl{gn adore insongssublime, And prophets prais’d with glowing tongue

2 Not now on Zion's height alone
Thy favoured worshipper may dwell;
Nor where, at sultry noon, thy Son
Sat weary by the patriarch’s well.

3 From every place beneath the skies,
The grateful song, the fervent prayer—
The incense of the heart—may riso
To heaven and find acceptance there.

4 To Thee shall age with snowy hair,
And strength and beauty bend the knee,
And childhood lisp with rcverent air,
Its praises and its prayers to Thee.

HYMN No. 66 in the “ Srirrtvar. Lyrr.”

BHLMONT. C.M. < ~ e
- ——— — - i e —
T im s et e =t
'I.a.l' ! P’l' ~ -ol'g"‘l
e o P e o
= E=—t EE 5-:%

ERSr R G T T e S T
From realms su - per - nal, fair, and bright, They of {he

HYMN No. 150 in the “ SpiriTvAL LYRE”
BISHOPTHORPH. PIRIRININ

know; I feed in green

The Lord is my B8hepherd; no wantehall [

| LI L

i ]
still wa - ters flow, Restores me when wand’ring,rc-deems when oppressed

2 Through the valley and shadow of death though I stray,
Since thou art my Guardian, no evil I fear;
Thy rod shall defend me, thy staff be my stay ;
No harm can befall with my Comforter near.

3 In the midst of affliction, my table is spread ;
With blessings unmeasured my cup runneth o'er ;
With oil and perfume thou anointest my head,
Oh, what shall I ask of thy providence more ?

4 Let goodness and meroy, my bountifal God,
8till follow my steps, till I meet thee above,
I seek, by the path which my forefathers
Through the land of their sojourn, thy kingdom of love.

REMARKS ON THE TUNES.

Last week remarks were made on * Belmont.” It
is very like some other popular tunes, and in singing,
features of there others are liable to be imported into
it. The most likely point for the introduction of
variations is at the end of the second line of the verse
where there are two minims united by a slur over the
one syllable * birth.” Now there are three beats to
the bar—one for each minim—so that there ought to
be a beat to each of these minims, the third beat to
complete the bar, being at the: beginning of the third
line of the verse.

At the mceting at the Spiritual Institution on
Thursday evening, * Belmont” was sung, but when
the end of the second line was reached two very long
tones were slurrcd together for * birth,” which made
the line just a bar too long—as long as if it had been
the second line of a long metre tune instead of that
of a common metre tune. In practising the tune this
irregularity must be carefully avoided, or the character
of the mclody is altogether altered.

To * Bishopthorpe ” we print this weck one of the
most beautiful psalms. Its sentiment may be better
feltthan described. Thoughit expresses full confidence
in divine goodness, yet it should not be rendered with
too much familiarity. The sense of dependance upon
the divine power must be maintained, but with a cheer-
fulness that implies an active confession of gratitude.

The spiritual vocalist is one in whom there is con-
sciousness of the spiritual sentiment involved in words
and music, and can give true expression to that senti-
ment in the manner of the musical rendering. It is
of little use in marking the degree of time or force
with which tunes or passages should be rendered ; for
unless the singer feels the teachings of the music, and
thus perceiving, expresses them, the mechanical
attempt to observe an external rule will not produce
quite a satisfactory result.

A choir of spiritual vocalists, actually feeling, and
truly expressing, the sentiments of their pieces and
parts would be able by their efforts to create similar
feelings in those who heard them, and thus teach
spiritual truths which could not be imparted by words.

When conditions are thus produced, the attendant
spirits will be enabled to manifest and impress minds
in a very successful manner. The whole question of
spiritual development and manifestation is conbined
with music—either ‘ uttered or unexpressed "—and it
should command universal attention.

‘ Bishopthorpe ” i8 of easy compass to sing; any
voice may accomplish it. The time is three minims
to the bar—a beat for each minim. There is no other
kind fof note, except the semibreve at the end of
each line, which is equal to two minims, and, there-
fore, will take two beats. This is an excellent tune
for those to practico who have had little experience,
as it is impossible to get wrong if the theme be at all
comprehended.

We thank those correspondents who have favoured
us with kind suggestions. Thongh we have not been
able, a8 yet, to put all into practice which we truly
appreciate, yet we are none the less grateful to those
who have so kindly interested themselves on behalf of
this work. Wo hope soon to be in a porition toaccept
of some of the valuable assistance which has been
voluntarily offered.

Wo are also gratificd and encouraged by the know-
ledge that this departinent is weekly enjoyed by
bundreds of readers, and that the singing of spiritual
melodics has already been much extended.

HYMN No. 66 (continued).

2 To sorrowing souls they bear a joy,
To cheerless souls a love,
To weary hearts they tidings bring
Of holy rest above.
8 The darksome hearth they light with smiles
The lonely home they throng,
Till the lone pilgrim wakes to bliss
In list'ning to their song.

4 They go with champions of the Right
They nerve the struggling arm ;
They watch above their path, and shield
Their every step from barm.

b) Th}? lead the way to victory sure
[

Th body Tl By guds ts scul
e body oy e the sou
In trivmph on to God.
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