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The following discourse was given on last evening,
before the First Society of Spiritualists, at Fairbank
Hall, by Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, purporting to be
from the spirit of the late Epes Sargent, whose death,
at Boston, was announced a few weeks ago. During
its delivery the large audience seemed under some
strange spell. It was an effort aglow with eloquence :
The discourse to which you will listen this evening
is suggested, in thought and in language, by one who
has lately departed from earthly life, who has been
somewhat known among Spiritualists, and though not
suddenly, still has recently taken his place among his
friends iu spiritual existence.
The diction will be his, but the rendering of it will
be by the usual control of the medium who speaks the
thought and language of the departed friend, who is
standing near.
Oh, in thought-sleep, what dreams may' come!

There is no pain in dying. It is as the ebbing of a
tide ; as the flowing away of a stream ; as the passing
out of daylight into twilight; as the coming on of au
tumn sunsets, wherein the whole of the western sky is
flooded with a glow of light. And yet it is a wonder
ful surprise, even to one who is accustomed to think of
a future state while on earth ; to one whose mind has
been carefully trained in all the schools of thought
concerning immortality; to one whose religion and
intellectual convicition both hinge with absolute cer
tainty on the spiritual state. To find oneself floating
out frpm the fastnesses of time into the immeasurable
space of eternity is such a matchless experience that
only those who pass through the portal of death can
understand.
The greatest surprise of all is that ydu feel the glid
ing away of human things without a pang, or regret, or
grief, or pain—feel that pain itself is departed, and that
a pure, ineffable flood is coming to you just across the
harbour’s bow. Theloojeiung of the human affections,
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the hurt that comes to the heart when you hear the sob
of loved ones close beside you, and can not reply, is
overbalanced by the thrill that accompanies this loosen
ing of the mortal tie, and you feel glad of death even
while it is upon you. One can not understand, unless
one has passed to mountain heights and seen the glory
of the sun rise far out upon the sea as the sun suddenly
comes up, tipping for the moment, the waves with
crimson and gold, and then rise in full glory, as though
night had never been there.
The realism of life besets one continually, and one
longs to drag the mortal part into the immortal world,
the shell into pinions, the root and germ into the flower.
One forgets that tor every stage of life there is pre
paration and growth, and it is as though one wished to
take their baby garments with them and wear them in
manhood. We cling to the rags of clay, we cling to
the fastenings of time; the moorings of the senses be
set us here and gird us round about. Oh, what a
sublime thing it is to feel suddenly grown to full
manhood; those barriers broken, the bonds of sense
dispersed: to know that oneself is every inch alive,
and to feel not only all present consciousness but all
past consciousness, and I might say all future con
sciousness, crowdea upon you.
The greatest wonder of all is that everything in ma
terial life remains the same, but transfigured; that all
sensation and consciousness grows more and more
palpable, until the very heart-beats of one’s friends
are audiWe as the spirit is passing away. As an over
strung instrument responds to every sound, so the
consciousness of the departing one, as you term it, is
more and more exhilarated, until the very thought
which you think becomes palpable to the one who is
not dying, but about to be oom. You stand in the
presence of death;—to you it is a receding wave. In
my mortal past I have stood there many times, watch
ing with questioning mind the receding wave of life
and the passing from the mortal to the immortal, and
ere I knew the great splendour of spiritual truth I
watched with sadness, with regret, with indefinable
doubt and horror, the thing men call aeath ; but in the
greater measure of late manhood, and in the full strength
and power of the last years of life, I knew of spiritual
existence, but I did not conceive what it could be like.
If you have inhaled the perfume of a flower, but
have never seen one ; if you have read musical notes,

but have never heard them expressed; if you have
dreamed a dream of loveliness, but never saw it em
bodied or impersonated; if you have thought of love
but never loved, you can then imagine what the mortal
state is compared to the immortal; awake, alive, active,
the dull lethargy of pain and suffering departing as
with a breath, and the strong strength of active life,
with its full vigour, surging above, around, beneath;
the ineffable rest floating out into an infinity of cer
tainty, while all material things, save love and con
sciousness, seemed evanescent—this was the experience.
I could feel all thoughts of those who stood neat m e ;
I could contemplate the mind and heart wrung with
bodily anguish, but glad for me, for the release. I
could hear my friends thinking afar off: “ This is now
about the time that he must g o ; ” and when the news
spread with electric speed, I could hear them s a y :
il One more worker is gone,” though I knew thousands
of miles intervened between them and where my body
was. I could hear my friends think the world over.
There were silent heart-throbs answering to my life,
and the ineffable questioning of what he is doing now
that would rise to the lips of those who heard afar off
that the mortal frame had ceased to breathe.
Oh, but the quickening of the sp irit! I cannot tell
you what it is like. I t is like a symphony compared to
one note; like a oratorio compared to the simplest melo
dy; like the poem of Dante, like the ineffable Milton,
like the crowning light of Shakspeare, all-pervading
and all-glorious; like love itself, that vanquishes the
night of time and pain and death. Myself was before
m e ; my thoughts, all of past life, were impersonated.
Everything I had done or thought came before m ein
form, in beauty, or deformity. Children, the waifs of
my fancy, supposed to have been conjured out of the
teeming brain of mortal life, were before me in reality;
characters that 1 had supposed purely ideal and imagin
ative, drawn with fanciful pen and sent forth to illust
rate a moral principle, came up before me as living
realities, saying: ‘cI was the one of whom you wrote ;
I was the spirit inspiring such and such a thought,”
and every crowded fancy became impersonated, until,
like little people seen in fairy visions, all ideals were
realized, and I laughed with these children of my fancy
to find them so real, standing around me, claiming me
for their spiritual parent and saying they were mine
forever.
Could you believe this ? I t is no imagination, but
a reality, that those of whom we write, and of whom
poets weave solemn and grand songs, that fairies that
are pictured in visions for children to read, become
realities in spirit life, and are clothed with spiritual
substance, peopling all the air with rich and varied
images. Love itself, most populous of the peopled
cities of the skies, and winged deities of unsurpassing
splendour, came thronging around one as one awakes
from the dream of life. Loves told long ago, and
seemingly half buried beneath the withering hopes of
manhood, came up and claimed again their recognition.
Friendship, that in the crowded and busy mart of
human things had been forgotten, well-nigh, came up
again as a living image and asked for its own return.
A ll love survives, and how it peoples the space that
elsewhere would seem infinite and void!
I can not think what death would be to him who has
never thought a truth or dreamed a noble thing for
humanity, or loved any one. I am told there are
barren wastes in human souls devoid of love. I am
told there are wildernesses in spirit-life devoid of flowers
and children’s faces and sweet smiles, of grateful ack
nowledgment from those whom one tried to succour
and redeem in outward life. I am told this, but I
cannot think what the spirit would be without the
peopled cities of the imagination; I cannot think what
it would be without the created images of thought.
Mine, crude as they were, unbeautiful as they seemed
in the dear light of the spirit, dimmed somewhat by the
faults and failings and fallacies of my material nature,

seemed very dear to m e; and this city is aw ake; its
peopled habitation is my new world. I did not pass
through space to find th em ; I did go to & distant
planet. Space came to me, and was at once inhabited.
I saw all friends of the earthly life as really as I saw
them before passing away, but from a different vision.
I saw them afar off, on the line of light of memory. I
saw them more clearly because I saw their spirits—
this friendship that I had valued tw Mttle, another
that I had valued too much ; this mind tM I seemed a
brilliant and shining light through the human lens grew,
perhaps, less brilliant, while another that I had scarcely
recognised suddenly loomed up before me as a burn
ing, shining planet.
It! the spirit all things become real. We are no
longer masked by selfish desires and impulses ; we see
things without the tinge of the external body. Even
the material brain loses its power to delude u s ; we are
no longer sophists. There is nothing Upon which
sophism can weave its web or tissue of falsities. All
things are made clear. We are spontaneous; we grew
to become what our thought is, and our life and light
are made beautiful by the grandeur of the image that
We have builded for humanity. Upon a thin and
slender foundation of goodness w3 rear the matchless
fabric of immortality, and eliminate all faults, of which
we instantly become more aware than in material life.
I can not yell from you the fact that it must be to
h5m who has no conception of the immortal state a
disappointment. The realistic mind of earth will find
things so much more real in the spiritual state that his
shadows will vanish, and then for the time he is lost.
I was grateful for that birth out of materialism that
gave me consciousness of spiritual life. I was grateful
for that slight touch of fancy that could weave around
human things the splendour of great thought for
humanity. I know now why I have ineffable hope for
every race beneath the sun, because all races are
peopled from the skies. I now know why I had every
hope for the uplifting of every child of earth to the
highest splendour. 1 now know why womankind
forever appealed to me With mute lips and longing eyes
to be released and redeemed from trie thraldom of the
subtle chain that ages have woven around her—because
out of the spiritual firmament the angel of life is dual,
and man and woman are fashioned in the image of GI od.
1 now know why every secret hope, whether veiled
within the skin of the African, of bound down by the
narrow limits of Oriental custom, or veiled in the red
man, appeal to me as belonging to somewhat beyond
wbat matter and man had Dcstowed-^-because of the
spiritual life that foretells everything, makes speechless
the wrongs of the nations—that they may rise one day
in magnificence and be redressed through the power
of the spirit. I now know why the world of politics,
of struggles for Mammon, of all things that men pur
sue for gain, had no allurements for me, not because
I was wiser or better, but because I was chosen to do
some other thing, and that other thing was to hope
always ineffably and sublimely that out of the darkness
light would come, and out of the seeming evils and
intricate threads of human existence there would rise
the blessed humanity of the future.
Coming toward me, space seemed filled with all I had
hoped and prophesied of, and in the very antechamber
which I entered immediately after death I could sec so
much of eternity that it would take mortal breath away,
as it almost did the breath of the spirit. There was no
low, dim twilight. There was no simple fading of
existence and inanition. There was no uncertainty ‘
there was no bewilderment; there was no pausing, as if
in sleep, upon the threshold of that immortal state,
while tender hands would prepare, as they sometimes
do, the immortal state. Suddemy, and with full power,
I sprang upright, and was aware immediately of being
a form, a being whose intensity pervaded and thrilled
me, until I seemed a part of all the universe around, a
form that was so like the form that lay at my feet that

I was startled at the resemblance, save that one was
shadowy, pale, and wan with disease, and suffering,
and labour, and the other was more than crowned with
the rigour of youth *nd manhood, so like myself that I
was fain to put away one form, so distressing is it to
see one’s own very resemblance so n e a r; and as one
has sometimes seen oneself in a mirror and wondered
who it could be, so I gazed upon the form and I con
sidered the reality and wbndered for an instant which
would endure ; but as that was already the shadow, as
no part of the individual me remained ; as there was
not even breath, nor warmth, nor colouring; as it was
really but the shadow, I was glad when it was laid
away out of earthly and human sight, since it could no
longer mock the eyes of the loved ones; and all the
while I was there with the great longing of my heart,
with the enfolding arms and the love that spoke audibly
to the spiritual ear, yet they did not hear. To talk for
ever to one’s loved ones and not be heard were insuffer
able. To think for ever in spirit toward those who are
left behind and find no response Would drive me mad.
I do not know what those spirits do whose friends put
them away in t-lie tomb or in heaven and never let
them talk to them. I f I were such a spirit, day and
night I would haunt the chambers of their souls; I
would speak out from the silence of the ait and cohipel
them to hear. But my friends do not do this. Already
I have spoken elsewhere; already reported myself, but
my word must here be received. I must speak until
the ears of the spirit shall hear, until the quickened
understanding of the huitian brain shall know what a
measureless thing is death, Until yotl shall know that
enfolds you, encompasses you, girds you round about,
encircles you with its life-giving arms, for the very
thing that men call death is that Which makes life en
durable, and fills you with the possibilities of being.
B ut for those who were dead to outward life, who
existed in the air above me and in my consciousness, I
had no peopled fancies of brain* no thought of philoso
phy, no aspiring h o p e ; but for those whom you call
dead your days and nights Would he void Of am bition;
you would have no mental aii* to breathe ; the higher
strata of existence would be cut off; tlid supersensuous
nature would be starved; you would be stifled and
famished in the pHsdri-lioiise, fend the little feeble
spark of life would die out, leaving the bodies shriven,
shrunken, lifeless automatons But for that which you
call death, that vital breath, that living instance of
being, that sheltering arid protecting power* that har
mony and splendour Of all things, you Were not here
this n ig h t; there would be nothing to move yoii h e re ;
the spiritual impulses of the universe would be forgotten;
there would be no fountains of inspiration, no thought
of religion, no touchstone to Immortality. Men are
played upon by spiritual beihgs US harps by the wind.
They hear the sound but they do not know the source,
and as the red man turns his ear toward the pine trees,
listening to the solemn music, and thinking it the voice
of the Infinite, or df those who have gone to the
hunting-ground afar off, so when you hear this solemn
music in the air above you you wonder what it is and
turn away to your daily task, forgetting that without
it you were lifeless, crild* fetid dumb.
I am here to testify tb death. As I once testified to
humanity, as feebly and faintly as one human being
might who hoped for the best and strove always to find
the truth, so now with a gteftter strength* and with this
born not alone of thought but of being, I am hete to
testify of death. I t is the livirig splendour of the
universe. Without it there is no spring time blossom;
without it there is no rare transmutation of things that
changes night into d a y ; without it there is rid strug
gling of the atom toward diyirier possibilities of being;
without it there is no removal of the relentless curse
of nature, which is a hardened form, and dull tune* and
space, and sense. Without it the ebb and flow of
human affairs Wotdd befcomh solidified arid Crystallised,
and man to-day would be pCtfififcd iri the triidst of all

his sin arid crime, for ever to remain a solemn mockery
in the great book of eternity. W ithout death you
could never rid yourselves of your errors; without it
ou could not grow into diviner manhood and womanood.
Without it love would be voiceless—there
would be no clasping, of immortal hands, and no
tremblings of immortal thoughts along the corridors of
being. W ithout it all life would be meaningless, for
there would be no love; you would be immured in
sepulchres ; your bodily existence would be a bane and
mockery. The breath of the spirit taken away, there
could be no time and no eternity.
In the midst of this solemn splendour, where all of
life throngs around one* and where that which is basest
and meanest departs and slinks away into the shadows,
fain would hide itself from the light of the surpassing
power of the spirit—in the midst of this splendour*
where every good thing survives and every base thing
perishes by its own inactivity and inanition, where
gradually the shadows, the infirmities, of time and the
deformities of sense give place to the perfections of
spirit and mind,—in the midst of this I testify that
that Which has crime to me has come through death;
I am transfigured ; the being that was seen and kiiown
on earth is m e ; and I am more than this, I am all that
I hoped to be, I am all that I aspired to be ; I was not
wicked rior sinful; I was imperfect as human beings
usually are below, as they sometimes are, struggling for
higher possibilities. But I am more than I dared to
dream ; I am better than I dared to hope; I am the
humblest in the kingdom rif the spirit, but I am greater
than the greatest aspires to be. So are you unveiled
from your mortal elements, the worst side of which
reveals itself in humfen life, you become also trans
figured ; you are no longer thri Weaklings that you
sriem; humanity is ho longer that which through
time, and pain, and seiise* bears the mocking image of
the divine* but humanity becomes divine. Even the
slave—I do not medri him who wears the shackled in
form—brit even the Slave in soul; who Grimed criiiging
into the world of Spirit by the gate-way of death* even
he who creeps fend crawls with terror toward the tomb*
is greater in spirit than he seems* greater than you would
dare to dream that he might be;
Oh, what a revelator is death ! I Stand before yriu
this night, not of you* but pefcceitirig. that which is
highest and best iri every soul* knowing that every
thought and feeling and aspiration toward goodness
lias its prototype in splendour iri. the spiritual being;
and I fcould show hriw to you your Other selves* that
whieh is thb possession of your immortal part, ds grand*
as divine, as glorious as yriu dream, and the best of it
is that death makes all this possible to be known; that
it gives yriu the key to the temple of your own life,
that there is but one other way that you can know it*
and.that way dimly; I mean by inspiration; I meari by
spiritual perception; It was denied me to have the
direct inspiration that many have; I was obliged to
take the testimony rif others largely; but When I know
that there are those endowed with windows that look
heavenward* and knriw that they cannot begin to see
the glory that is niinfe, I Wonder sotnetimes that they
do not burst the barrier fend be free. But the restrain
ing hand of life is upon them, arid the higher restraint
of that wisdom that fbrbids the bursting rif a bdnd
until you have won your freedom. He who seeks to
avoid any difficulty ill life by hurrying ihto the World
of spirit, finds thb Sainri Iffipehettable .batrief bGfdfe
him, riamely himself; he has hot escaped, from hihiself,
nor from aiiy weakness tliatvwas withih him. lie inust
now meet it face to face; it homes nearer and hearer j
it Crriwds tiprih h in t; hri iiitist ovbtCdmh it ih Spirit Its
he failed to overcome it ih earthly life
Ah, do hot think that death will lead you to escape
any responsibilities. I t brings you ft 1 your treasures;
it yields to you all your phsse&iohs ; it tCStrifCS fe vdtj
all ybur faded hdM*§; it gdfced hafc‘K Cfhty lil88§§fl arid
good proiriisC of life, blit it will] hot relieve you ffoiii

responsibility. These are yours; you inherit them;
they belong to you as a part of the infinite plan, and
sooner or later, in one world or another, in one state of
being or another, you must meet and vanquish them,
one by one.
Sublime is death ! Beautiful is the gateway! In
tense as is the rapture of the spirit when conscious of
being, and of form, and of life, tnere is nothing to allure
one to the neglect of any duty, or the fulfilment of any
purpose, for your poverty of spirit is revealed by death,
as is your riches, and you must bear the test which the
divine scrutiny brings.
Again I encompass you with this life ; again I stretch
out the hands of my spirit in greeting to all who have
known me ; again I say that which I believed I know,
that which I testified to is now mine; that which I
bore evidence of through human intellect and brain,
and such power as was given me, I now bear evidence
of in the oversweeping and overwhelming power of
spiritual existence. Through whatever brain I may
best speak, in whatever form I may best manifest, I
will come and speak to those on earth, to those whom
I love; there is no need of the added voice; I must
speak to their hearts in any w ay; they must hear my
voice audibly in their souls ; they must make room for
me in their lives; for I should cry aloud and make
them hear though they were in the midst of the thun
ders of Niagara. To the world there shall be a voice;
not one, but many; not feeble and faint, as of one man
crying in the wilderness, but the voice of multitudes,
millions upon millions of souls speaking audibly by the
gateway of life, and speaking to the hearts of humanity.
You will hear them, they cry father; you will hear
them, they cry mother, husband, wife, and child, and
you pause in your daily career and wonder what voice
resembles one long silent in death. I tell you they will
crowd upon you until you must hear. They will speak
to you until you cease to put them afar off: they will
look into your eye from the spiritual world until you
see that they live and recognise them ; they will people
your streets; they will image themselves in every form
that is possible; they will manifest by signs and tokens
to the senses ; they will grapple with your understand
ing ; they will make you aware of the philosophies of
being; they will solve to you the mighty mysteries
that you have put far from you and will not listen t o ;
they will have you know that life, not death, is the
destiny of man, and that the sweet thing you have
named death is no longer noxious, dark ana terrible,
but the beauty of all existence, the crown of all being,
the freedom of all slavery, the triumph of all vanquishment, the gateway beyond the walls of human limita
tions in which you live, leading to the celestial and
eternal city where all are free in the light of their
wisdom and love.
Oh, voiceless yet audible sounds ! Oh, millions of
souls that come thronging out of space! Ye speak
with a sound more mighty than the surging of the sea,
more vocal than the voice of the thunaer of Niagara,
more potent than the sweeping winds over myriads of
forests, more divine than the rushing melodies of the
many mighty masters attuning their harps in sublime
oratorios of existence. Death and life are one, and
these voices are the voices of your loved ones.
I was known upon earth as Epes Sargent.
T asm a n ia —Mr. Oswin Button writes: “ This has been a
remarkably bad year for the fanners here, all produce being
dreadfully low at the present time. Fourpence per dozen can
hardly be got for eggs, nor sixpence per pound for butter. I
wish it were possible for you to visit Australia; the climate of
Tasmania would do you good after all the years of hard work
you have gone through. It is really delightful here at this
time of the year (October). We are living on the shore of
Bass's Straits on the north side of the island, and a snowstorm
is a remarkable phenomenon here. Still, I don't think we have
it any hotter at any time here than you have it in England."
Mr. Button's father is a leather-dresser and gained first prize
for “ dressed kangaroo-skins " at Melbourne exhibition. Many
in this cold country would be glad oi a change to that land of
plenty and^exquisite*climate.]

A RECANTATION.
“ Nasci poena,
Yita labor,
Necesse mori."
To receive life, a punishment; to live, a toil; to die, a necessity.
S alvator R osa.

From the dim—the shadow-life
Of earth, the life of bittter care and pain
Doth rise too oft this cry ; and I, the one
Who utterance gave to thought of this,
Forced through my soul by many discords deep
That jarred upon me sore, and pierced,
As with a sword, my heart-strings through.
Two hundred years of earthly time have passed,
Like wavelets from the ocean measureless
Infinity doth fill, since far I sped
And ope'd mine eyes in scenes of light
Undimmed; two hundred years of spirit life
In regions far exceeding poet’s power,
Or painter’s skill to fashion or depict,
Hath changed my view, and e'en doth give to mo
A power to clothe my thoughts in nobler shape;
To utter words quite different in form,
And sentiments express —disrobed, free
Of cynic tone and clouded bitterness.
No more ! Away, away, ye former thoughts
Of gloom, like lights false coloured through
A glass of sombre tint; or of a kin to
Voices leading on to paths where stones
And rocky shapes ill suited, group
To touch the human foot.—Away ! Life is
No punishment; but blessing in disguise !
I would not lose, nor could I cast from me
The lovely robe of life ; I would not seek
To part me from it,—oh, no, not if all
Created things that are, should tempt their
Uttermost; inbreathed in me is God,
And I in God shall dwell. The sacred peace
That flutters gently down, infills and floods
The soul with ecstacy unpenned; the joy
Of life where ministry of highest love
Fulfills my soul’s desires : each longing known,
Each wish replied to, every deeply shrined
Affection of the soul doth have complete
And perfect consummation in this state.
0, Life! thou angel downward sent from God,
And waiting still on Man—yet how reviled
And sorely scorned f Thee we know not,
Nor understand that thou in all divinest art,
Untill at length the hour arrives when death
Doth tear the veil before our weary eyes—
Dissolve the curtain of our earthly dust
Away, and we behold thee, glorious Life,
Revealed in heavenly form, and we adore
Thy Maker, Ruler, God. “ Punishment to live ! "
The myriad hosts, who revel in the homes—
In palaces of light irradiate
With gems—who gaze with raptured souls
Upon the unchanging splendours of each
Perfect landscape there; the noble artist bands
who meet and converse hold again
As in the by-gone hours; the scientist,
And poet, sage, and those who silent tread
Depths of un-ending spaces, searching out the stare—
The bestower of a music sweet, upwelling
From his soul, outpouring forth as from an urn
The odours of pure essences that fill
With light the soul: these live again,—nay ail,
From highest, down to lower ones, for Life
Do praise their God ; the loftiest themes
Engage, from age to age, the shining minds
Of thoso still living on.
44N asci hen a .”

“ Y ita labor !*"

To labour is no toil; so would I speak
It now. In this most grand of schools and
College of our life, we view the lessons
Learned so hardly in the past, to be
But stepping stones to fame. 44To live, a toil!”
Yes, true is this; but if to live for God
Be man’s great destiny, his hope, and joy,—
To live is not a toil; for as we work
He sends us recompense: e’en as we work
The powers deep laid within us grow—
Matured do become—and still expand
Until the once, so weak, frail pigmy Man
Excels in giant’s strength, and in his thoughts
Becomes a God, and views from heights sublime,
All causes and all things that are and will be.
From here he looks below on man, and with
A glance like eaglet’s, scans the once-trod earth ;
Sees life therein, and works again with those
Who live the lower life; oft-time sees there
The palid, suffering, struggling son of art,
With genius flashing on his aching brow,

Like mariner upon the waves of time,
And strives to throw a gleam of higher light
From heaven down, illume the dreary waste,
Guide the sad toiler to a place of rest
Where inspiration silently may come,
And with her visions fill recipient brain,
Bring glory in her path. Oh, “ to live, a toil!”
Not now! not now! The grandest souls on high
Re-echo this with me. I see them come
With forms so radiant, the noonday sun
In fullest glory pouring o’er your world
Doth dulled seem, to some on whom I gaze.
They come, the great sublime ones of the past,
The lowlier workers too—all numberless.
Oan ye compute the pearly grains of sand
On ocean’s shore ? Count the waving trees,
Hie varied flowers ? If ye can this, then know
The total sum of these. They are all here!
Angelo, the mighty, he here dwells in space—
That lofty soul who left his burning thoughts,
Incarnate in the stone, in time-worn Rome,
Where rears its stately head, that gorgeous fane,
Unequalled! He liveth, too, in thought,
In sculptured forms, in poetry sublime—
Cherished, beloved, still. A Raphael too,
Who sang in softer tones the beauties of his Art!
Madonnas fair—the highest type of all
That grand in Woman is, and of that great
Redemptive power— the Mother and the Child,
To elevate your race. How else,<unles8 in
Every age there be with you on earth
More noble Women, whence out their souls shall spring
The future Men! These two are here, and with
Them all whose sacred names remains to y e:
The men who built our loved Italias fame,
Made her magnificent in eyes of all
Who love the fire of Art, and fain would see
It bum with brighter radiance; a band
Of painters, poets, sculptors rise, through whom
The Spirit-World could speak,—to you display
Its glories vast! Could teach your people now
True lessons of the higher life, could paint
Bright glowing pictures of the landscapes here,
The scenes of perfect beauty that for ever live,
Bathed in a glory-light from farrest heaven !
Poets, in thoughts by angels ever given
The grandeur of our life reveal,—that peace
Awaiting Man when earthly discords die,
O’erwhelmed by Heaven’s matchless melodies—
Telling of hope for all ; that none aro born
Accursed, but all on earth may riso
To angel life—heights yet undreamed,
But in the visionings that spirits have
Of greatness yet for Man I Handels arise,
Mozarts with heaven’s power filled, to write
For earthly singers music from the skies,
To wed the words the poets hear, and sing
To harmonies entrancing to the soul;
And thus unite the music of the spheres
With earthly chords. Sculptors enshape, also,
The forms divine that greet on every side
The eye—the loveliness of God
Expressed in Spirit and in Angel here!—
The draped figures, exquisite, that float
Through ambient space, and rise and pass away,
Embodiments of poetry and of thought,
Outwrought by God Himself. “ To live, a toil!”—
Yes, we do live, that ye may live through us,
And we through you again! The rising soul
Longs to draw others on, e’en as the sun
In fervid power descends, and tiny rainbow drops
Of water upward bears, then downward casts
Them back, in gentlest showers to cool
The parched earth again. 0, Law of Love!
That binds and holds all things in one great whole!
By thee we live, we move, we toil, that all
May onward, upward rise to spheral life,
To joy, to peace eteme.
“ N ecesse m ori !”

True meaning, now I know, of ye dark words
That seem to paint a gloom:—the dying eyes
For ever close on earth; heart, body still—
Cold, statuesque repose. Rise, brighter eye!
Rise, purer heart! Rise, body, grand, divine!
Rise, glorious spirit form ! Soar upward, soul,
Deathless in strength and power! 0, God, there is
44Neoessity to die;”for soul is not of
Earth, but Heaven: the grand immortal part
Must rise, Promethean, from the flinty rock
To which it hath been bound. 0, earth! on thee
The embryo angels stand, with wings concealed,
Ready to mount, to fly ; the sev’rance comes,
The bonds for ever cut, they rise, they soar,
They crowd the viewless air; they fill—they light
The spaces near and far; their lustrous robes
A glory shed around ; their jewelled hair

Begleams with starry flash; the heavenly hymn
Floats softly on the ear:—then, swift to earth
They backward pass; a cry of mortal pain
Vibrates upon their souls; in some dark spot
The anguished ones do dwell,—some souls
Do long and pray to die; the gentle tone
Of angel voice brings peace those souls within;
The Messengers Divine, return more radiant—
Shining more. 44 Necessity to die! there is
For us, for you, for all 1 Earth’s cold And pain,
For ease and warmth exchange; the glow
Of never fading morn, for dark, for silent,
Night-like vigils kept; for time, eternity !
The blest re-union of the loved, the lost
Restored again; communion, soul with
Soul, no harsh discordant tone e’er breaks
The harmonies Divine. To die !—to live,
For ever, God, with Thee! 0, Man, still die;
For, in thy dying shall the voice be heard
That welcomes thee to heaven, brings thee peace,
Robes thee in angel-dress, and crowns and leads
The way to happiness, to joy sublime.
I have thus found it ; I, and they who stand
On hills of knowledge, thence gaze down
On troubled earth—upon its varied scenes.
The voices of the dead are heard again;
They speak, not in ono place, but with a power
Walls cannot stop, nor bigotry enslave!
For Life is not a punishment; to live
“ Is not a toil ; to die, necessity
That Angels may be born to bliss e’ermore.
S alvator R osa.

Written through J. G. Robson, (Secretary, South London
Spiritual Society,) 8, Bournemouth Road, Rye Lane, Beckham
February 2nd. 1881.
GOD AS REVEALED IN THE GOSPEL.
Canit thou by searching find out God P

Job, who penned the above words, evidently did not think
such a thing possible, for, notwithstanding the patience for
which he is so celebrated, and in spite of the prophetic instinct
with which he was at times impressed, he had a rather con
fused idea of God. He spCUks of liim as an author of afflic
tion and appointer of trouble to man, and asks, 44Shall we
receive good, and shall we not receive evil*/” “the Lord giveth
and the Lord taketh away,” etc. He believed that God gave
him all his good things, and sent him his afflictions also, but
that the evil as well as the good was sent for some wise pur
pose. David hold similar views, and it is the light in which
God was generally regarded by the Jews and in the Old Tes
tament ; it is also the Tight in which the majority of Christians
now regard the Being whom they profess to worship as God.
With such ideas it is not surprising that Job should think
the task impossible, nor is it surprising that our modern Jobs
should desire to lap the subject in a shroud of mystery, and
bury it in the sepulchre of ignorance. It is a characteristic of
error that it requires error to support it, just as one falsehood
requires more to prevent the truth being known. In the case
of astronomy, so long as it was believed that the earth was
a flat disc, it was believed that the sun revolved round it
every day, and so long as it was believed that the sun revolved
round the earth every day, it obscured the truth th&t the earth
was a globe and the sun a comparative fixture, and that day
and night were caused by the rotation of the earth on its axis.
So, so Tong as the mind is possessed of and believes in erro
neous doctrine it will be a difficult task to receive the truth, for
as often as a new idea is advanced, though it may be pure
truth, it has to be tried by the knowledge which the mind pre
viously had, and if that knowledge was erroneous the two
would not fit; there would be a conflict, and the pobability is
the truth would be rejected. And so, if a person believe God
to be capable of both love and vengeance, and sends good and
evil, prosperity and adversity, health and affliction, to work
out his designs, so it will obscure the truth that God is pure
love and that evil, adversity, and affletion are the results of
sin, ignorance, and error, and as long as it is believed that he
sends evil, adversity, and affliction without cause, there is an
obscurity of the truth, that if we would have true happiness,
either temporal or eternal, we must know truth, shun sin, and
live good lives.
I think I have now said sufficient to lead up to the otyeot I
have in view, viz., to try to find out God.
I suppose all believers in the Divine character of the Biblo
will agree that Jesus is the central figure of it, that all Scrip
ture has relation to him, and that his authority and teaching
are supreme. So, if there be any conflict between his state
ments and those of either prophets or apostles, his are the ones
to be accepted, for Paul says, “ Yea, let God be true, but
every man a liar.” Let us, then, see what Jesus says of God—
“ God is a spirit, and they that worship him must worship in
spirit and in truth.” Spirit is a word with at least two mean
ings, for we speak of spirit and mean what we at other times
call the soul. We also speak of people doing thidgs in a cer
tain spirit, or being animated by a certain spirit or principle

in the performance of certain actions. The spirit in which
God must be worspipped is of the latter class: that is, he
must be worshipped in principle,-or ip our daily lives, and I
shall try to prove that the spirit which is God is also a principle.
Another statement is, No man hath seen the Father at any
time; the Son he hath declared him.” \Ve liavo just seen that
he had declared him to be a spirit, and unless we understand
it to mean principle it would rather contradict what he said to
Philip, who said, “ Show us the Father, and it sufficeth us.
Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you,
and yet thou hast not known me, iPhilip ? He that hath seen
me hath seen the Father.”
In another place Jesus says, “ I and the father afe one; ”
and in another, “ Ye believe in God: believe also in me.” If
we believe that Jesus was the embodimenl of the pivine prin
ciples of love, mercy, and humanity, or, in other words, the
spirit of God manifest in the flesh, none of the foregoing pas
sages are contradictory or difficult to understand; neither is
the following: “ I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
man cometh unto the Father but by me.” No man cometh to
the Father which is in heaven except he have a desire to do
what is right, and is willing to work for his neighbours’ happi
ness as well as his own, and this holy principle is the way ; it
is also the truth, and no one can get fo heaven unless he be
lieves the one and practises the other/ There are many more
of our Lord’s expressions which might be quoted, but my in
tention is not to even attempt to exhaust the subject, but just
to adduce sufficient evidence for my present purpose, and per
haps it may lead others with more time and better opportuni
ties into the same field, vhere there are jewels that all may
gather.
I will mention that the Lord’s Prayer contains evidence in
support of the theory that God is a principle. We are taught
to say, “ Our Father which art in heaven,” not “ who ” art in
heaven, though I should say the latter would be more correct
to address to a person. “ Thy kingdom come” means the
establishment of the rule of truth and love instead of error
and selfishness. “ Thy will bo done on earth as it is done in
heaven ” means the desire for the establishment of the same
order on earth as exists in heaven, and so on. There is also
the following, which may bp useful: “ If ye love me, keep my
commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter that he may abide with you for ever,
even the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive be
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him, for he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you comfort
less ; I v’iU come to you.” Here spirit may bo again read
principle, and Jesus identifies himself with the Holy Ghost,
and we have seen before that he identifies himself with the
Father. I may now venture to make the assertion that God is
the Spirit of Love and Truth which animates all good beings,
that every individual possessing Divine Love and Truth is part
of God, and God in the widest sense is the aggregate of *11
wise and good things, whether in the flesh or not.
I have brought evidence in Christ's own words to support
the former part of the assertion, and the two latter parts may
bo seen in John xv., “ I am the vine,” Ac., “ Abide m me and
I in you,”Ac., “ I am the vine, you are the branches.”
John is supposed to speak of himself, and is generally
spoken of as the disciple whom Jesus loved. Now, we should
naturally expect that Jesus would love all his disciples with an
especial partiality; therefore, why this distinction ? Assum
ing that the essence of Christ’s teaching was that there is no
real happiness except where love to the neighbour is practised,
tnd that ho found the majority of his disciples rather slow in
heir acceptance of his doctrines, what more likely than that
ie should bo most proud of any one of them who took to his
caching intelligently, and in whom the seed sown promised to
♦ear abundant fruit For evidence that John appreciated his
ilaster's doctrines it is only necessary to open his writings
Almost anywhere to find the spirit of love breathed in almost
every verse ; and being the most apt scholar, what more likely
than that lie should have most mysteries unfolded to him ? in
fact, such is claimed to be the case. Therefore, in point of
authority John should come next to his Master. Well, then,
what says John in favour of the definition I have given of
God ? I might answer, Nearly all that he has said, for he
opens his gospel with it, and his epistles fairly sparkle with it.
His is the language of one who knew when he made the
assertion, “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God,” Ac. “ And the Word was
mado flesh.”
Now, what is the Word? Let Christ himself give the
answer: “ Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do unto you, do ye even so to them, for this is the law
and the prophets.” John says, “ Brethren, I wrote no new
commandment unto you, but an old commandment, which ye
have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the
Word, which yo have had from the beginning.” Again:
“ Whosever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother; for this is the message that ye
have heard from the beginning, that we should love one
another” Christ says, “ I am the way, the truth, and the
life.” John says, “ We know that wo have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren.” In auother place:
“ And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the

name of his pon Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave
us commandment. Aud he that keepeth his commandments
dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby know we that he
abideth in us by the spirit which lie hath given us.” Here is
evidence again that God personally is the aggregate of good
beings. John also supplies the following, which I only extract
as I write : “ Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of
God, and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God. He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love.
No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. God is
love, and he that dwelleth ip love dwelleth in God and God
in him.”
From the foregoing I hope I have made H plain that God
as the Word ana in the abstract is the Divine principle of
Love, and that it is this Divine principle which animates
angels and sometimes men, and makes them Divine, and
which gives them the title to say with John, “ Beloved, now
are we the eons of Gpd.” Perhaps the proof is not so clear
that God as a person is the aggregate of all good beings;
still I believe it to be the Gospel teaching, as well as that the
devil is the aggregate of all bad things, and whose name is
said to be Legion: and if what I have written should induce
others to work in tho same vein of the mine, it is possible the
proofs may be strengthened and the argument be made
clearer. Even last night it occurred to me for the first time
that the parable of the last judgment in Matt. xxv. contained
evidence in support of this view. The King is represented as
saying, “ For I was an hungered and ye gave me meat; I was
thirsty and ye gave me drink ; I was a stranger and ye took
me in,” Ac. “ Then shall the righteous answer him, say
ing, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered and fed
thee, or thirsty and gave thee drink,” &c. “ And the King
shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, inas
much as ye have have done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren ye have done it unto me.” To those on the left
hand he says, “ For I was an hungered and ye gave me no
meat,” Ac. They answer, “ Lord, when saw we thee an hun
gered,” Ac. “ Then shall he answer them, Verily I say unto
you, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these my
little ones ye did it not to me.”
W. D.
A SECULARIST’S LECTURE ON SPIRITUALISM.
On Monday evening a lecture was delivered in the Tem
perance Hall, by Mr. James Holmes, of Leicester, who took
for his subject “ The Results of my Investigations into tho
Phenomena of Spiritualism with other Unbelievers.” The
chair was taken at 8 o’clock by the Rev. J. Page Hopps, and
there was a good attendance.
S peech by R ev . J. P age H opps.

The Chairman, in introducing the lecturer, said he had con
sented to preside on the present occasion for four reasons,
which he should like to be generally known. They w’ere—
first, because he held with John Stuart Mill that we were in
danger of doing ourselves, and the world, an injury if we shut
ourselves up against inquiry into new doctrines because they
are strange. He thought every earnest man in the present
day should obtain a patient and attentive hearing. His second
reason was that the subject of the lecture had already, in his
judgment passed the first stages of unfamiliarity, and was now
ripe for fnrther investigation. It was now-declared, by the
most eminent thinkers in all parts of Europe, and in England,
that spirit-communion was possible. Therefore, whether true
or not, the subject of tho evening commanded their gravest
consideration. The Chairman then quoted a long list of emi
nent thinkers, who, he stated, were believers in the reality of
spirit-communion. Thirdly, his reason was also because, just
now, the subject was under a cloud in consequence of the fraud
and folly that mixed wjth it. Lastly, there was the interest
ing fact that tho speaker for the evening had been long known
as a secularist lecturertand that his investigations had been the
means of bringing him to a belief in a future life. In conclusion, ho
(the chairman) said that the old forms of belief were breaking
down, they now wanted, more especially in reference to tho
belief in a future life, an evidential basis. Earnest men and
women, in great numbers wrere losing their belief in the reality
of a continued existence after death, and they were waiting to
be brought back by the power and fact of experience. He was
well aware that the Bubject was mixed up with a vast amount
of fraud and deceit, still under the mud, he believed there was
to be found the solid rock of truth. He could not, however,
call himself a thorough Spiritualist, he had fully experienced
its difficulties, perplexities, and dangers, and he warned all
those who investigated the subject to be exceedingly careful
and wary, never to be earned away by enthusiasm, or lose
their heads. He then called upon the lecturer.
L ecture by Mr. J ames H olmes.

Mr. James Holmes said that five years ago he had declared
in the hall below that he never would again belong to any
creed or party that interfered with his freedom of thinking or
fettered his judgment. Ho had never swerved from that reso
lution. The last five months’ investigation into the subject of
Spiritualism had brought him no nearer to the confines of

orthodoxy. He still did not bcliove in the Christians1heaven
or hell, in the vicarious nature of Christ’s death, nor in any of
the tenets of prescribed belief. He had belonged to the body
of freethinkers, and he was a freethinker still; but ho no
longer, as that body continued to do, treated tho subject with
ridicule. Spiritualism was the grand discovery of tho present
age, and liko all great di^cqveriei liithoyto, it was ridiculed.
Galvani, for instance, when he experimented with frogs, was
called the frogs’ dancing master. Tho all-important question
which Spiritualism answered wae—Do5s man live after the
change called death ? Before dealing with that question he
would ask-*-Is life worth living ? To this lie replied, emphati
cally, Yes ; because conscious life was better than inanimate
being, and because progress was better than stagnation. For
the same reason a future life was worth living. Hut was there
proof of continued existence? He would oail attention to
what was thought and said with referenco to tho existenoo of
mind. Scientists said it was the result of molecular change ;
that it was not an entity but a product. But Professor Tyndall
himself had admitted that between the molecules of the brain,
and the sensation ef consciousness there was a gulf that science
could not bridge. Now, Spiritualism affirmed as the result of
direct investigation, that mind is an entity : and it took up the
gauntlet which science threw down, and declared that a bridge
could be extended across tho hitherto impassable gulf.
Connected* with his subject was a groat amount of iniposturo,
but he did not intend to be its dupe. Before commencing
inyestigations he had made the following conditions:—Ho
would not investigate the subject in the presence of spiritual
ists, but with sceptics. Their proceedings should take place
in a sceptic’s house; notes should be taken by a sceptic : every
thing should be done in the light. Also, he demanded that, for
the purposes of conviction, there must be manifested a forco
independent of tho investigator; a display of independent
intelligence, and proof of the identity of tho persona purported
to be represented. Ho asked then if, under such strict con
ditions, there could bo any possibility of trickery ?
The lecturer then wont on to narrato circumstantially his
experience in such investigations. There were twelve persons
at the seances he attended, and all of them were sceptics,
whilst, under the above conditions, in the course of time they
obtained such results as the following:—
A large mahogany table moved with only tho contact of the
lecturer’s finger, and kept thno to a musical air. The force
that impelled the table became so strong that it could not be
resisted, and, although a gentleman sat on tho table, it lifted
him. On another occasion the specific gravity of tho table
was changed, so that no gentleman present could lift it. An
independent intelligence was manifested by tlioforee, questions
being asked mentally and receiving correct rejilies. Answers
were also elicited, the nature and accuracy of which the
persons present wore ignorant of. Indeed, in one case an
answer came as to the number of children left by a deceased
relative. The answer gave five, but this was disputed, as the
belief of persons present was that tho number was only four.
On inquiry, afterwards, it was found that the “ spirit message ”
was correct, and the persons presont were wrong.
Mr. Holmes then alluded to phenomena attending clair
voyance, and also gavo instances which, he claimed, proved
tho fact of spirit-identity. He then asked how it was the tablo
moved, and how it could keep time to a tune ?
In conclusion, he remarked that if all spiritualists were
tricksters there, was still the fact that a body of sceptics hat
obtained sack results without the aid of a medium, recognised
as such. The subject possessed many advantages, and fully
claimed discussion. It did not detract from the dignity of man,
nor did H make this life le9S important; but it, at least,
elevated our ideas regarding future reward or punishment, and
convinced e? that heaven would bo entirely the result of our
present character and and actions.
Discussion was then invited.
Mr. Councillor Gimson said he was at one with tho lecturer
in the desire for tho fullest possible investigation of this subject;
it was net, however, a matter for discussion, hut for observa
tion. If tables moved in the mauuor doscribod by Mr. Holmes,
why had not the lecturer brought his tablo and biis friends to
that meeting ? If ho could then have shown liim these things
they must all have been convinced. They had had that even
ing only one wintese, and however faithful such a witness
'might be, his unsupported testimony eould not be evidence.
He fully believed that a sufficient case had been made out for
a complete examination, but he urged that in such a matter for
simple observation they should be allowed to observe. Mr.
Holmes had said that when he sat down at the table he did
not believe that manifestations would occur; well, then, he
must excuso him if he (the speaker) did not believe either.
He had attended a sitting at a spiritualist’s house, and his
friend had been particular that identical conditions to those
when phenomena were alleged to have occurred should be
maintained, but the whole thing was a failure. Yet he would
not say there was nothing wonderful, because the folly dis
played on that occasion was truly wonderful. In criticising
tae proceedings of spiritualists, Mr. Gimson remarked that
they generally worded their questions so that answers should
come in the simple form of “ yes ” or u n o b u t if people were
to toss up halfpennies they would get similar results. There

was a great deal of fraud mixed up with this subjeot. pro
fessor Crookes, who had scientifically investigated the matter,
said that it lent itself very readily to frauds and.he would
quote that gentleman’s own words when ho said that u many
dogs show a better faculty of logic than many spiritualists.’1
If there were to be any real investigation of this subject, it
must be more open in the future. It was not fair to commit
the unbelievers of Leicester unless they had the opportunity of
sending representatives. Ho protested against the name of
Secularists being used as a warranty or endorsement for what
they had heard that evening, and concluded by a direct chal
lenge to the lecturer and spiritualists generally, to give an
open and public investigation.
A lengthy and animated discussion took placo, in which Mr.
Councillor Turner and several others took part. The pro
ceedings lasted until a late hour, and were concluded by
a cordial vote of thanks to the chairman, proposed by the
lecturer, seconded by Mr. Gimson, and supported by Mr. Clark
(spiritualist).—u Midland Free Press,11

O B m JA B T .
------------♦ ---------- -

J ohn E velyn Roberts,

Wo have received a card in affectionate remembrance of
John Evelyn, youngest son of John and M. Jaques Roberts,
Golcnfryu, Cwm y Glo, near Carnarvon, who passed away to
tho higher life on Sunday the 9th day of January, 1881, aged
9 weeks ; and was interred in Llanrug Churchyard, January
15th, 1881.
Not in anger, not in wrath.
The Reaper came that day;

It was an angel visited the green earth
And took the flower away.
T homas Carlyle .

This veteran agitator of thought passed to the spirit world a
few days ago, after a long, useful, and honourable career.
Ho commenced his days on earth an obscure Scotch boy,
buried from the world of mind, as it were, amidst the bogs of
Dumfriesshire. But the world of mind exists where there is
brain, and this commodity Carlyle had in good proportion, and
he soon found out how to put it to use. While quite a youth
ho migrated, and kept a school atone time in Kirkcaldy. Tho
position of the schoolmaster was not a finality for him. Ho
determined on being Thomas Carlyle—neither more nor le3s,
and he succeeded. At first tho personality, not being cast iu
tho conventional mould, was not well received, but ere one
fleeting, unthinking generation had passed away, a new race
rose up, which produced many Carlyles — weak imitations
some of them, but all aiming at conferring honour on tho
original by their attempt* to reproduce his style and reiterate
bis thought.
Mr. Carlyle sailed clear of officialism, professionalism, and
what spiritualists call “ organisation,” and therefore was some
body. His mind power has exerted an influence on the oentetry
which is inestimable, and it will increase as time rolls on.
Worker in the field of human progress ! do not despair of
being useful. Work earnestly, continuously, patiently, and in
accordance with the talents that have been consigned to you
will the increase derived from your labour appear in duo
course.
Far otherwise is it with the wire-pulling tricksters who,
having no intellectual or moral power to exert, make the
simulation of these things a trade, and dominate an ignorant
world, confidingly seeking light, with hollow shams, the only
purpose of which is to sustainjthose who propagate them.
J . C. L uxmore .
Wo have heard of the passing away of Mr. Luxmore, which
occurred a few weeks ago. Ho will bo remembered as tho
excellent chairman at the Conferences, held by Mrs. Emma
Hardingc, at Lawson’s Rooms, Gower Street, nearly ton years
ago. Many years previously Mr. Luxmore was a student of
mesmerism, and when tho new phenomena came up he espoused
their cause, and for some time was a most useful and generous
worker amongst us.
C arlisle .—“ A Seeker after Truth11before going to live a t
Carlisle, had been a member of a circle a t which satisfactory
results were obtained. He is now desirous of meeting with
Spiritualists in Carlisle, that a circle may be formed, and
requests th a t any such w ho may read this notice, may send in
their addresses to tiie Editor of th e M edium to b e fbrwarded
by him.
A stbolquy— “ T he P erihelia .”— Correspondents question
us on this matter. We can afford no information, not being
skilled in astrology, but can tell them where to look for what
they require. There are several exoellent astrological
almanacs published, fid. each: “ Raphael’s,” “ Orion's,” ami
“ Zadkiel’s,” any one of which we can send post free on receipt
of 7d. We learn that these works givo satisfaction to those
who consult thorn.
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N O TES AN D COMMENTS.

Our columns this week speak grandly of the immortal
Life. Life is all that man can ever call his own ; prize
it highly and be grateful to the Giver. Mrs. Richmond’s
Discourse leads off, Mr. Robson’s Poem looks at the
subject also from the spiritual side, and Mr. Holmes
from the point of view of the Secularist sees a logical
necessity tor more of Life than this bodily form can
express. This, then, is the central idea of Spiritualism !
The grandeur of Liie and the sacredness of ail its modes
of expression. He who violates any of these is in
a degree a murderer. Whose hands are free from
blooaP
W hy pronounce orations over the yawning grave,
when the translated spirit can return and perform that
service better than any mortal could P Of all u memo
rial discourses ” truly the one we commence on our first
page is the masterpiece. I t shows pre-eminence in that
it does not gush over sensuous scenes of hills valleys,
trees, brooks, and rainbow colours, such as would please
the uncultured eye of a negro girl. Truly much that
has been given as descriptive of the spirit-world is
very superficial rubbish—the phenomenal husk merely ;
and that husk, not of the spint-world in reality, but the
husk of the crude mind through which it came, or from
which it emanated.
UEpes Sargent’s ” narrative is superior because of
ts subjective and personal characteristics. He does
not see the spirit-world in gorgeous scenes, like a child’s
picture book, around h im ; but it is within his own soul
that he finds it. Does this improvement in spiritual
description come from the increasing development of
Mrs. Richmond as a medium, 01 does the spiritual unfoldment of the Control account for it P I t gives to
our mind a better picture of what Epes Sargent really
was and is than anything we met with coming from
him in earth-life. The earth-work of a man is an
outcome merely of himself, and may be by others
grossly misconstrued, they painting it in the colours of
their own mental surroundings rather than in those of

the worker himself. Thus, from the earthly point of
view, we under-value some and over-value others, as the
spirit in the discourse declares. From the higher life
we no longer see through a glass darkly but face to face,
and truly may we say that since Epes Sargent left the
body he seems to have come nearer to us.
The style of this Discourse is vastly different from
those that Mrs. Richmond usually delivers, particu
larly the last one which appeared in this paper The
recurrence of such words as a splendour,’’ lt ineffable,”
&c., peculiar to the verbal habits of the medium does
not in any way detract from the assumed genuineness
of the Control, or the originality and character of
the style in other and more important respects. A
similar remark may be made in respect to the Poem
through Mr. Robson. There is a literary style about
it observable also in those poems under the u Kencaly ”
influence, but the whole spirit, matter, and manner of
the Poem is otherwise vastly different. All mediumistic effusions necessarily assume the mental tone of
the medium, and come forth habilitated in their mental
belongings. True criticism must be capable of looking
deeper than that for the indications of identity in the
emanating source.
There is so much uncertainty as to the proper pro
nunciation of Mr. Sargent’s name, that some time
ago he published information on the subject. The
personal name—Epes—should be pronounced the same
as Epps, in Epps’s cocoa. The pronunciation of the
family name is evident.
W il l those of our readers who have studied Mr. Sar
gents works examine well this Discourse, and say whether
they think it characteristic of that author's mind and style.
It must be remembered that the deceased gentlemen, in
addition to his work in Spiritualism, was a poet on the
Woman question, and novelist and literary man, journalist
and philanthropist in general: in short, a man of greatly
varied ability and of the broadest sympathies, as his Dis
course through Mrs. Richmond indicates.

I t would appear that the3e u Camp-meetings ” in
America are gay and festive occasions. I t has been
found necessary to issue an Annual Report giving
11honourable mention ” to the assortment of couples
that pack themselves into those tents. But it is sig
nificantly added : u Tents are terrible tell-tales! ”
Free-lovers instead of being held up as far advanced
reformers, as was the custom with certain parties in
America a few years ago, are now being scouted and
pointed at as parties who had better be avoided. W hat
is more to the point—the most notorious upholders of
the theory are sturdily repudiating the soft impeach
ment and denying that they ever were of that persua
sion ; only innocent creatures tyrannised over by the
wicked, and so meek amidst it all that for long they
could not find voice to protest! This is an old trick of
the sect; we have met with several members of it and
did not find out their true character till long afterwards.
They are? in short, all things to all men that they may
succeed in winning some. The popularity accorded
them, on acoount of their virtue, by one section of the
community enables them to pave their way into places
where their tactics vary with the circumstances.
FAREW ELL WORDS FROM MR. A L L E N H A L L .
Dear Mr. Burns,—Will you kindly allow me, through
your paper, to thank our many friends for the sympathy
and kind wishes which they expresselon our behalf. I also
wish to thank the friends in the surrounding towns for the
uniform courtesy and kindness which they have on all occa
sions extended to Miss Hall. When we arrive at our new
home these many acts of kindness towards us will bring back
to our minds the most endearing recollections, and become
fresh incentives to us to press on in the good work we all
love so well.—Ever truly yours,
A llen H a ll.

MR. J. HOLMES, OF LEICESTER.
To meet the demand there is for more knowledge of Mr,
Holmes and his work in Spiritualism, we give a longer report
of his recent lecture, which has appeared in a Leicester
paper, and which will be found on another page.
We have seen Mr. R. Cooper, of Eastbourne, who has
recently returned from America, and he informs us that
lie met Mr. Holmes in Boston. At that time he was lec
turing for the Secularists at Paine Memorial Hall, and was
so well received that he had to deliver a much longer course
of lectures than is the usual custom with those'wno appear
in a similar capacity at that hall.
Mr. Cooper made his acquaintance, and introduced him
to a seance. Mr. Holmes could not deny the facts, but he
did not see his way to attributing a spiritual source for
them. Afterwards he accompanied Mr. Cooper to one of
Mr. Colville's Friday Afternoon meetings for answering
questions. This interested Mr. Holmes so much that he
attended a lecture by Mr. Colville in the eveniug, and the
three—Mr. Cooper, Mr. Colville, and Mr. Holmes walked
home later on conversing by the way.
We are not aware whether this was Mr. Holmes’s first
introduction to the subject, but no doubt he will tell us all
about it when he makes his contemplated visit to London.
At any rate, Mr. Cooper's old friends will be glad to know
that he is back amongst us again in good health, and that
while in America, as in the instance under notice, he was
indefatigable, as was his wont, in the Cause of Spiritualism.
Mention of Mr, Colville’s name will also be received with
pleasure.
In the Leicester report, given in another column, the
effects of Mr. Holmes’s lecture are alluded to. He is one of
the vice-presidents of the National Secular Society, and as
a consequence occupies a position in that body, and his
abilities as a lecturer must be considerable to enable him to
secure a continuous audience in the city of Boston. He has
investigated Spiritualism in an independent manner, and
now comes before the public to say what have been the
results of his experiments. At present he is sitting with a
number of Atheists and sceptics to allow them to test the
nature of the phenomena in their own method.
It will soon be found that there is a limit to this freedom
at the circle. Mr. Councillor Gimson demands greater
scope for the action of the investigator. Let him form a
circle of his own and then he can do as he pleases. Perhaps
he will find that the policy of quietness and attention is the
best. No sceptic can be well served at another's circle, but
if he commences the inquiry from the beginning he finds
out all about the matter as it goes forward, ana does not
reauire to lean on the good faith of others.
if Mr. Gimson follows this plan, soon another crop of
saucy sceptics will rise up and apply to him the abuse which
he flings at Spiritualists, muon more to the exhibition of
his own ignorance and want of taste than their dishonour
or folly.
Mr. Holmes is prepared to lecture on the following and
other subjects:—
“ Spiritualism, being true, what good is it to the world? ”
“ Are mediums tricksters? A reply to unscientific objec
tors.’*
“ The doctrine of future reward and punishment annihi
lated by Spiritualism.”
” Spiritualism a foundation for a higher Secularism.”
Address Mr. J. Holmes, 6f Albert Cottages, 6, Watling
Street, Leicester.
ARITHMETICAL PECULIARITIES OF THE
NUMBER 1881.
In “ Le Devoir ” of 16th January,—a journal published
by the well-known and esteemed philanthropist, Mons.
Godin, who has invested his immense fortune in the estab
lishment of a Socialistic industrial association founded on
the most advanced principles, called “ La Familistere; ”
and which for its admirable schools and educational estab
lishments would well repay a visit to Guise in the depart
ment of l’Aisue—is the following curious.paragraph about
the year 1881. Mons. Godin is a Spiritualist, but is not
himself the author of this arithmetical puzzle.
“ The year 1881 presents the same peculiarities as the
year 1863; that is, it is what is called a year of nine. The
fir.st two figures 1 added to 8 = 9 ; the two second 8 added
to 1 = 9 ; by adding the four figures we have 18, that is,

twice nine; 18 added to 81=99; 81—18=63, which
represents seven times nine, and also 6 added to 3= 9.
" In whatever way you examine the figures 1881—from
left to right, from right to left, or turned upside down—
you get 1881. This will only occur again in 6237 years,
that is in the year 8118.”
If we had any neo-platonist, learned in the mysterious
Pythagorean doctrine of numbers and their occult meanings,
he would doubtless be able to tell us what the hidden or
symbolical meaning of all this is, and what virtue there is
in the number nine, if any, or whether the whole be not
simple facts of numbers without any occult meaning what
ever, Pythagoras notwithstanding.
A. J. C.
Lucerne.
A SEANCE BY MRS. MARSHALL IN AID OF
THE SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION.
Mrs. Marshall has kindly offered to give a seance for the
benefit of the Spiritual Institution, at 15, Southampton
Bow, on Saturday evening, February 12. at 8 o’clock.
Tickets must be obtained in advance, and though Mrs.
Marshall does not sit as a professional medium, it will be
necessary that sitters contribute, that the funds may benefit
from Mrs. Marshall’s kindness. Early application is
recommended, as the number of sitters will be strictly
limited.
Sitters report that the manifestations in Mrs. Marshall’s
presence, are of a very satisfactory description.4 The sittings
may be held in the light or in the dark. In the light
powerful raps and direct writing are obtained, affording
proofs of spirit presence and identity. In the dark seance
the spirit voice of “ Mimi ” is heard giving personal infor
mation respecting spirit friends and other matters.
It was through Mrs. Marshall’s mediumship, upwards of
a dozen years ago, that we first heard the spirit voice. She
then lived at Bristol Gardens. Hundreds of sitters were
convinced of the truth of the phenomena, at the circles held
in that place. Survivors who enjoyed those circles will be
glad to have the opportunity of meeting Mrs* Marshall
again.

MESMERISM AND PSYCHOLOGY.
DREAMS AND WARNINGS RESPECTING
ACCIDENTS AND CASUALTIES.
During the last year the cases of dreams and presentiments
foreboding approaching calamities have been numerously
reported in the newspapers. The wreckage of trains,
the fall of bridges, colliery explosions and losses at
sea have been anticipated agaiu and again by parties
interested, as the newspapers have borne testimony.
The following extracts, from a Torquay paper, furrish
evidence that two distinct members of the family received
warning of the loss of a vessel at sea, by two different
methods of communication. The mother saw in a dream
the sad scene; the boy heard the sounds as of the feet of his
father at the door, at the time it is presumed that the little
vessel went down.
The unthinking public wonder at such facts, but they are
frequently observed by those who study spiritual science.
The lesson to be derived is, that if mankind cultivated these
spiritual gifts, and gave heed to their monitions, a very
great deal of loss and suffering would be averted.
T h e M issing T raw ler , S ly B oots.—There is not yet any
news of the trawler Sly Boots, the absence of which it is feared
is to be accounted for by the report (which we gave last week)
of Captain Cowie, of the steamer, Compton, from New Orleans
for Bevel, whioh put into Dartmouth on the 6th inst. Captain
Cowie, it will bo remembered, then stated that he had been in
collision with a fishing ketch, and knew he had carried away
her bowsprit, and the general opinion at Brixham is that he
also knew he had sunk her, for another fishing boat observed a
vessel steaming over the place of the accident, as if searching
for the hapless crew. The Brixham fishermen describe the
night as a fine, starlight one, and at the time of the collision
there were upwards of a hundred trawlers with their trawls
down within an area of three miles. It is also stated that a
flare-up was observed, which suddenly went out, leaving the
mast-head light burning, which a minute afterwards disap
peared, after which a steamer’s whistle was heard, and the
steamer then became visible to several of the trawlers, but
spoke to none of them, which, it is asserted, might have easily
been done. The names of the missing crew are Richard
Barnes, master and owner, who leaves a widow, whose former

husband was drowned at Hull twelve years ago, and three
young children; Daniel Ward, who leaves a widow and lour
little children totally unprovided for; an apprentice named
Samuel Parnell, a nntivo of Torquay; Harry Howes, son of
the wife of the master by her first husband ; and George Cole,
an apprentice on trial, a native of Brixham. The sad occur*rence has been painfully felt throughout the town, as many
hundreds of families are connected with the fishing trade, and
thus liable to the same bereavement. The Sly Boots was
insured in the Brixham Fishing Smack insurance Society for
£250.
A W if e ’s D iieam .—There arc two extraordinary stories ip
relation to the above-named vessel. It is stated that on the
night she is supposed to have been lost Mrs. Barnes, the wife
of the owner, dreamed that she was standing on a rock, and
saw a steamer run into the boat, and that she screamed,
“ Richard, save the boy !” meaning her son, Harry Howe. It
is probable that the dream so powerfully affected her that she
did scream out as she simultaneously awoke. Another mys
terious incident is alse mentioned. At six o’clock in the morn
ing, a few hours after tho dream, Osman Barnes, a boy of seven
years, came into his mother's bedroom, and asked for his
father, for, as he told his mother, ho kflew he was at home, for
ho distinctly heard him come up the steps with his sea boots
on, and kick at the door, as he did when he came home from
Lowestoft, and after he came in tho clock struck three. The
singular coincidence of this incident with her own dream,
which was so startling in its apparont reality that she could
not rid herself of tho thought that somo disaster had befallen
her husband and son, so alarmed the poor woman that imme
diately after she got up she told the circumstance to a neigh
bour, who tried to reassuro her by treating the matter as mere
fancy. As the narration of the incident took place in the
morning and no intelligence of tho disaster was brought until
the night, and the boat was not overdue, as she was not ex
pected home, these narratives seem the more curious. Yes
terday it was reported that a jib and several baskets had
been picked up belonging to the ill-fated fishing smack.
DOES A MORAL EVIL PRODUCE PHYSICAL EVJL?
Dear Mr. Editor,—Can you answer the above question for
me ? The reason I ask is this :—
Some time ago I had a severe sick head-ache, and having
read some time before that a person badly disposed towards
one, would cause uneasiness, etc., the impression came to me
to return it if it w’ere so.
I felt within myself who it was that sent it (supposing it to
have come in that way), and I felt a sort of restless uneasi
ness to return it. I therefore said to the pain, “ I f ----- sent
you to me, go back to him,” and soon after I felt much better.
The same day one of our household had an occasion to go to
that very party. Strange to say, he was suffering from a
severe sick head-ache that had come on just about the time
mine left me. Previous to that he had been very well. We
had proof of that, because tho same person that went to see
him had seen and spoken to him not long before I drove my
pain away.—I am yours truly;
An I nquirer.
R emarks in R hply.

Mesmeric healers can readily transplant a pain from one
person to another. Two ladies, opo of them suffering from
tooth-ache, anpe visited the late Mr. Cowman, seeking relief for
the sufferer. With one pass of his hand Mr. Cogman took
away the pain, as it were, on the point of his outstretched
middlo finger. He with another movement playfully thrust
his finger towards the face of the othor young lady, who im
mediately suffered from tooth-ache, which was removed by a
third movement, and the ladies left astonished as well as de
lighted.
Some healers, like “ Sootch Gardener,” <}rqw the pain off
into their hand and arm, and then have to shake it off with
passes made by the other hand. When sensitives are in the
presence of such healers while thus operating the pains go into
them and cause them great suffering.
When Dr. Newton was in London ten years ago he treated
patients frequently at tho Spiritual Institution, and a sensitive
who frequently met him there had to retire when the Doctor
operated, as diseases of the patients affected her so soon as the
original sufferers were relieved of them.
It is well known that evilly disposed persons, having estab
lished rapport, can, under favourable circumstances, affect
others painfully, against whom they entertain feelings of
enmity. These evil influences have been frequently traced to
their sources, and the true character of thoso who thus operated
has been indisputably proved. Such persons oome to an evil
end themselves soonor or later.
As to the immediate question of our correspondent, we would
ask whether it would not be necessary for the person who sent
the pain to suffor from such a pain in the first instance, and
thus pass it on till it was returned by the one who got an im
pression as to its origin.
These influences causing pain may be transmitted or de
posited unconsciously. Much of the suffering that exists in
the world is caused by morbid psychological influences, in many
cases manipulated by spirits of a dark and malignant cha
racter.

WILL POWER ON OBJECTS.
To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Our friend H. Walter in his letter
No. 565, about Bible turning, says, tho Eastern jugglers place
a copy of the Koran in two opposite corners of a cloth and then
let card-board figures danco to the tune of a rough whistle cut
out of a reed. He wishes to know tho viowTs of some of your cor
respondents. I beg to refer him to my letter in tho M edium for
July 2,1880, on “ Will Power.*’ There is no doubt in my mind about
thp modus operandi, for I believe that Faith is the root of more
power than men dream of, for is it not written “ according to
thy faith be it unto thee.” Peter walked upon the waters by
faith, and when sinking, Jesus said, “ Oh, thou of little faith ”
Moses when he cast down the rod which moved with force and
vitality was probably gifted with will power to move objects
without contact through faith in the divine Logos.
I should be obliged if Mr. Walter would say where the ac
count of the dancing figures may bo found.
Yours respectfully, H. Oliver.

7, Hicks Lane, Sheffield.
February 8,1881.
VOCAL MUSIC AT SPIRITUAL MEETINGS.
A full crop of musical instructors is springing up iq the
metropolis. Miss Clementina Ward advertises to give lessons
in either vocal or instrumental music. She will be recognised
by our London readers as the eldest daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ward, wrho has with her sister appeared at “ Happy
Evenings,” and othor occasions when music was required, ever
since they were little girls. Miss Ward has passed tho Course
at the Royal Academy of Music, and having been trained since
infancy under such an excellent musician as her father, she
cannot be otherwise than capable of performing the duties she
professes. We hope she will roceivo many pupils and thus add
to the harmony of human existence.
Mr. J. G. Robson, of Pcckham, through whoso hand the
poem was written which appears on another pago, if also
desirous of aiding in this musical work. Ho is a remarkable
musical, artistic, and poetical medium, and for some time has
been instructing pupils in music. We would be glad to
see a good choir under his tuition at 8, Bournemouth Road,
Rye Lane.
Our old friend, Mr. Tindall, is alive to the needs of the hour,
and has spoken some of his thoughts ou the subject in the
following letter which we gladly publish:—
F rom a T eacher of M usic .
D ear Mr. B urns ,—I was much interested in the remarks in
last week’s Medium concerning the music at Spiritual Meetings.

I have long felt that something ought to be done to improve
the singing at our services. What is required is that the
necessity of a Singing Class should be made widely known,
and that Spiritualists should unite to xnake the same a
success.
As Spiritualists live at long distances from each other, there
is no reason why tho class should not have several sections,
meeting at different places. I may say that I am at present
training some boys for singing at Quebec Hall. A class might
be formed at Southampton Row, and a branch at Quebec Hall,
and as we advancod another brauch in some other part of the
town. With regard to part-singing, I believe the same to be
very desirable; but I have long felt that the church tunes often
used by us are not always applicable to the Spiritual words—
“ it is like putting new wine into old bottles.”
What we require are some bold and original melodies, if
possible composed inspirationally, which shall accord with the
new truths whose praise we sing. When we see the great influence
the national melodies of different peoples possess, we cannot
but feel that Spiritualists also ought to have somo molodieB of
their own. I have no doubt such could be obtained. I, myself,
have one or two which I might submit to you, which I have
introduced at Quebec Hall. But I believe that they sliould be
bold and simple, so that all could join in them, and that some
should be sung in unison. Wo must remember that the
Catholic Church still uses the grand, yet simple, Gregorian
tones for her congregational singing, and what wo chiefly
want is to harmonize and inspire every breast at our Meetings.
Should the class be formed, I should recommend Hullah’s
Bystem to be taught.
Trusting you will excuse the long letter,—I am, yours
faith fu lly ,
A. F. T indall .
30, Wyndham Street, Feb. 7, 1881.
NEWS FROM CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA.
Communicated by A. T ea gue .
First Quarterly Report of the South African Spiritual
Evidence Society, held at the rooms, 13, St. George’s Street,
Cape Town, January 10, 1881.
In the absence of the president, Mr. S. T. Marchant, Mr. B.
T. Hutchison was voted to the chair. About twenty members
wore present.
Secretary reported^ that the {society had a membership of
forty-six persons on the roll—thirty-nine males, seven females.

Four circles were sitting—on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs
day, and Friday evenings. The reports of these were not so
favourable as could have been anticipated, but as each circle
had to develope the medial powers of its members, it was
hoped tho coming quarter would give moro favourable results,
several of the sitters showing signs of development.
Library had beon started through the kindness of a few of
the members lending what works they had on the subject;
also the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, who presented nine
teen volumes which make up a total of eighty volumes. Many
of these consist of several copies of a work but which are very
useful in starting a library.
Suuday evening services had been held at the rooms for
some time, but now, through the kindness of Mr. Hutchinson,
who has placed his hall for a small charge at the disposal of
our president, he has come forward and commenced a course
of Sunday evening services, which are very much appreciated
by the membors who attend. At present these services are
only for members and friends, but I hope the time is not far
distant when we shall be able to invito “ whosoever will” to
come and listen to the teaching of the angel-world.
Reading-room was now open to the members containing
some of the weekly papers on the subject, which we hoped to
increase if the funds would permit.
Financial statement shows a deficiency of £11 os. lOd. to
place the society out of debt, which I hope we shall gradually
work off.
On Friday evening last our circle was visited by Mrs.
Hodgson, whose spirit guide “ Visitor ” gave the circle valuable
information of how to proceed so as to obtain materialisation.
We are sorry that we Javo to forego visits from her oftener,
but her guides have instructed her to rest for a while, so as to
recruit her strength. When this is fully restored, we hope to
hear her again on the platform, by the aid of her guides,
advancing the Cause of Truth.

MANS PHYSICAL CONDITIONS.
THE PROGRESS OF TEMPERANCE.
The 44Echo71 of Friday last contained the following para
graph :—
“ Yesterday the annual mooting of the Liverpool Temperance
Society was attended by the Mayor of the City, tho Bishops of
Manchester and Liverpool, the Dean of Chester, Sir Richard
Temple, and other influential personages. In the course of
the proceedings it was stated that tho apprehensions for
drunkenness in Liverpool had decreased from 23,000 annually
to 14,000.”
Here is a triumph certainly not only in results to the victims
of alcohol, but in the support which the movement is receiving
from influential persons. Only a few years ago total absti
nence was scouted as the whim of a few enthusiasts who were
supposed to be so weak in resolution that they could not keep
sober without the pledge. Now that despised total abstinence
is found to be a power doing a work which no other means
could accomplish, and gathering around it the best minds of
the $ge. The newspapers now report temperance proceedings
respectfully. Once they sneered or ignored them. Let
spiritualists take courage.
THE piSEASE INDUCING RITE.
M r. P. A. T aylor, M.P.

I have seen dozens and scores of persons who tell me that
they honestly believo that their children had died from vac
cination, and who had told me all that had happend with every
circumstance and detail. They have told mo how they took
perfectly healthy ohildren to be vaccinated, bow an incision
was made in the arm, how in tho course of a few days a sore
appeared there, how it spread on tho arm, and from thence all
over tho body, and how finally the child died in agony. It is
no longer held that it is absolutely safe to vaccinate children,
as was stated to us when tho Committee sat in 1871. During
the first part of tho time that tho Committee sat the doctors
who were called before us declared it to be impossible that
syphilis and other diseases could bo communicated by inocula
tion, while it was actually proved to demonstration before we
finished our sittings that thirteen cases of syphilis had arisen
from one case of vaccination alone.—House of Commons, 1879.
From 44Our Legislators on the Vaccination Question.”
BRIGHTON.—OPPOSITION TO VACCINATION.
The opposition to the enforcement of the Vaccination Acts
was the occasion yesterday of a singular demonstration: the
defendants, three in number, being driven to and from the court
in a waggonette, preceded by a brass band, whilst a large
banner intimated that the proceedings were adopted as a pro
test against the “ murderous tyranny and robbery of tho
Vaccination Laws.” During the hearing of tho cases, which
resulted in fines of 20s. and 10s. being inflicted in five instances,
whilst three others wore adjourned, the Bench were reminded
that they had a discretionary power as to the amouut of fine
to be inflicted, and it was also urged that it was 44unconstitu

tional” to enforce the Act in the face of conscientious objections.
To this tho Bench replied ^hat some people th night it 44uncon
stitutional ” that they should have to close their shops at eleven
o’clock, or that they should not be allowed to drive diseased
cattle along the roads. They, therefore, refused to mitigate
the penalties. On tho defendants leaving the court there was
much cheering from their friends, and they drove away to tho
strains 44Sec the Conquering Hero comes.” It was intended to
have made the demonstration additionally effective by organiz
ing an anti-vaccination meeting outside the house of an anti
vaccinator whoso goods were to be seized for the non-payment
of a fine ; but as tho sale was postponed, this part of the pro
gramme had to be abandoned. —44Daily News,” Feb. 8.
[What a stupid Bench! There is not the slightest parallel
between having diseased cattle and healthy children about the
streets. On the other hand it would appear that healthy chil-’
dren must have a cattle disease inflicted on them before they
are fit for streets or homes. Are our law-makers and44Benches
lunatics ?—E ditor.]
LITERARY

NOTI CES.

Astrology, judging from its annuals, seems to b9 in the
ascendant; 44Raphael’s Prophetic Almanac ” (Catty) is full of
matter which cannot be read without interest* The approach
ing conjunction of planets is dwelt upon and the consequences
predicted. We have also received 44Orion's Almanac ” (Simpkin), which, upon the wholo, is the most carefully edited and
complete publication of the kind that has reached us. It con
tains valuable tables which, apart from astrology, afford
information which is difficult at all times to put the hand on.
We can supply these and other almanacs on receipt of postage
stamps. Post free, 7d. each. “ Raphael,” with ephoremis, Is.
The 44Phrenological Magazine” commences the year in a
greatly improved form. The size has been enlarged and the
contents improved. It presents tho appearance of solidity and
ripeness, tho invariable indications of success. The number
for February contains a Phrenological Delineation of Sir
Wilfrid Lawson, illustrated with a portrait. There is a con
tinuation of the article on 44Noses,” with illustrations indicating
various forms in which character is expressed by the most
prominent feature of the face. There is an excellent article
by Dr. Davey on tho claims of phrenologists in opposition to
the “ discoveries ” of vivisectionists and others. We can re
commend our readers to seek tho acquaintance of the44Phreno
logical Magazine,” monthly, and through it the science of
phrenology. We can send on a specimen copy for 7d. post
free.
HALL OF COMPREHENSION, 25, GREAT QUEBEC
STREET, W.
To tho Editor.—Sir,—At the Monthly Meeting of the Comprehensionists, on Monday evening last, tho following Reso
lution was proposed by Mr. F. Wilson, seconded by Mr.
Hancock, and carried unanimously:
That as the Constitution of Comprehensionists has our full
accejitance and agreement, we can now see the star of hope
through all the difficulties and oppressions that beset the path
of humanity, and look forward to the time when our Constitu
tion will be universally accepted as the solvent of all obstruction
that has hitherto impeded prosperity. To say this is to assume
the inferences from the statements therein contained, and
which it will be o\ir endeavour to disseminate as the conscious
ness of the benefits we ourselves have derived from these
convictions as our own acceptance have become the more
apparent
That as we are mow an organization, each Radiationist re
presenting a particular profession or occupation, embodies
(presumedly) in his mind tho ideal development as the outcome
from the chaotic condition in which each particular occupation
now labours, we therefore propose to assemble on successive
Monday evenings to consider the propositions in succession,
and consult on the procedure to be followed, tho restrictions to
be removed, and the advantages to be gained in placing before
tho workmen of the world a programme of extrication that will
bring about the results we all havo so deeply at heart.
_____ _______________________________________________ F . WlLSON.
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GOSWELL HALL, 290, GOSWELL BOAD.
(Near the “ Angel/’ Islington.)
On Sunday last the morning meeting was entertained with an account
of the Cock-lane Ghost from the “ History of Clerkemvell,” read by
Mrs. Yeatea- After remarks from various friends, Mr. King gave
an account of the adventures of Tobit’s son from the Apocrypha,
which elicited further conversation.
In the evening Mr. W. Wallace, the pioneer medium, gave an excellent
trance address.
On Sunday morning next the usual conference will be held at 11 o'clock;
In the evening, tit 7» Or. T. L. Nichols will give a lecture on “ Ghosts of
the 19tli century.
W. T owns, Sec.

1, Albert Terrace, Cloudesley Road, Islington.
QUEBEC HALL, 25, GREAT QUEBEC STREET.
On Sunday evening, Feb. 13, at 7 prompt, Mr. Whitley will deliver an
address ou “ Swedenborg.** Questions and remarks will be invited at
close.
On Monday, Feb. 14, at 8-30, the Comprehensionists meet.
On Tuesday evening, Feb. 15, at 8-30 prompt, Mr. E. W. Wallis will
deliver a trance address, euhject to be chosen by the audience.
On Wednesday evening, Feb. 16, at 8-30 prompt, Mr. F. O. Matthews
will commence a series of services concluding with clairvoyant visions,
with which Mr. Matthews is so wonderfully gifted. Tho admission to
this service will be GJ., contributed on entering.
The seance on Saturday at 8 as usual. Mrs. Treadwell, medium. Mr.
Hancock is present half an hour previous to speak with strangers..

J. M. D ale , Hon. Sec.
LADBUOKE HALL, NEAR NUTTING HILL RAILWAY STATION.

Sunday, Feb. 13, at 11 a-m., meeting for inquirers and development
of medium powers.
Public meeting at 7 p*m.; F. O. Matthews, medium. Mr. Knight
Smith will sing a piece from Mendelssohn s “ St. Paul”—“ Be thou
faithful unto death.’
F . 0 . MATTHEWS.

11, lorrington Square, W.C.
Feb. 3, 1881.

LEICESTER.—SILVER STREET LECTURE HALL.
On Sunday next, Feb. 13, Miss S. C. Blinkhorn, of Walsall, will givo
two inspirational addresses under control of her spirit-guides ; subjects:
morning—“ Exhortation from the Fifth Chapter of Matthew;” even
ing—“ lias man a Free Thought?” Time of service—morning 11, even
ing G-30. Collections to defray expei ?e3.
On Thursday, Feb. 17, Mr. J. Holmes, of Leicester, lato secularist
lecturer, will give a lecture in the above hall; subject: “ God or no God ;
or, Atheism tested by the Facts of Spiritualism.” Discussion at the
close invited. Admission: front seats Gd,, back seats 3d. Doors open
at 7-30, commence at 8 .
Since Mr. Holmes ga\e his lecture in the temperance hall, he has had
several calls from different towns to go and give lectures for them : I
understand that he will respond to them very shortly. He has startled
the people of Leicester and set them thinking.
For instance, last Sunday evening our hall was well filled to hear a
local medium give a lecture under control of his spirit-guides. The
subject was “ YVhat is Spiritualism?” It was listened to with great
attention, aud gave great satisfaction to the unexpectedly large audience.
We had among the audience a Jew who goes about the country lecturing,
and one of his subjects is to abuse spiritualism.
Mr. Wallis lectures for us this week; subject: “ Did man ever fall, or
does he need salvation ?”
x»

56, Cranbourne Street, Leicester.
Feb. 7, 1881.

*
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MR. T. M. BROW N

Will remain in Belper up to Tuesday ; address—care of Mr. A. Bodell,
4, Chapel-street, Belper.
On Wednesday and Thursday ho will be at Derby; address—care of
George Adahead. Esq., Victoria-street, Derby.
He will visit Nottingham on Friday.
From Saturday next till Tuesday following Mr. Brown will be at
Peterborough; address—care of Mr. B. Catling, Granville-street, Parkroad, Peterborough.
Mr. Brown intends to visit London for two or three days.
Oldham .—On Saturday evening, Feb. 12, there will be an entertain
ment at the Spiritualists* Hall, Union-street, consisting of songs, glees,
duets, readings, recitations, &c. To commence at 8 o’clock; admis
sion 3d,

Mu. A. D uguid , Kirkcaldy, writes to say that he hopes to
be in London in two or three weeks.
Miss S amuel intends visiting London again early in March.
She will lecture and hold social evenings as before.
Mu. D aatd P owell , late of Cardiff, now living at 6, Frog
Lane, Bristol, writes to say that he has suffered a sad reversal
of fortune, and desires pecuniary assistance to enable him
again to resume business. A small sum would be sufficient.
ANGLO-AMERICAN STORES.

F. FUSED ALE, Tailor and Draper.
A splendid assortment of Winter Goods not to be surpassed in
Tk London. All goods thoroughly shrunk and made on the premises at
the shortest notice.—8, Southampton Row, Holborn.

Christ the Corner-stone of Spiritualism.
A Treatise by J. M. P eebles , M.D.
PRICE SIXPENCE

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION,
1881.
£ s. d.
...
I 1 4
Mrs. Stone
Mr. A. Kyd
1 1 10
Mrs. Black
0 10 0
1 1 0
Dr. A. Johnstone
0 11 4
Mr. H. Bielfeld
...
Mr. Wm. Beale
1 1 0
...
Mrs. Clegg
...
0 2 0
0 10 0
Mr. Robert Catling ...
...
0 2 6
...
M. C. J.
0 2 6
Mrs. Abbott
•. ■
1 1 0
Mrs. Tebb
1 0 0
A Friend
...
0 5 0
Mr. H. S. Green
X.
1 13 4
0 5 4
Mrs. Welch
...
0 0 6
Mr. Monteat h
0 1 4
Mrs. G.
...
0 2 6
M. A. L.
A Christmas Kox from Darlington—
2 6
J. H.
1 G
E. Archer
1 0
J. Alderson
2 6
M. Fooks
1 0
J. C. L.
0 6
T. A.
1 0
G. Fellows
Mrs. Fellows
1 0
1 0
Misses Marshall
1 0
A Friend
— 0 13 0
From Darmstadt
0 2 11
Mr. M. M. van Dam
0 5 0
0 2 2
Mr. F. O. Button
Mr. F. Tennyson
1 0 o
2 0 0
Col. Steuart
Mr. John Scott
0 5 4
1 13 0
Mr. and Mrs. Herne’s Seance
Sir Charles Isham, Bart.
2 2 8
0 5 8
Mr. G. Brown
0 2 6
Mr. Hy. Parry
O 2 9
Mr. J. Holley head
0 14 0
Mr. Mattews’ Second Seance
U 10 6
Mr. J. Swinburne
1 12 G
Mr. Bastian’s Scancc ...
1 0 0
Miss Dickson
L 0 9
A Friend
O 5 4
Mrs. M. Ross
0 1 4
M. A. B. (Royal Oak)
Mr. E. A. Tietkens
I 0 0
0 5 o
Mr. A. Fountain
0 5 0
From an Old and Unfortunate Friend
Mrs. M.
1 2 10
0 11 4
R. W.G.
0 10 0
Mr. J. Kilbraith
0 6 G
Mr. A. E. Hunter
1 1 0
Mrs. Delane
0 5 7
Mrs. Frances Knight’s Seanco
0 11 4
H. R.
0 4 6
Mr. Me.
0 3 3
Mr. Good ...
0 6 4
Mr. John Robertson ...
0 6 4
Mr. N. W. Hollis
Mr. Wm. Loblcy, Is., Mr. John
0 3 0
Binns, Is., A Friend, Is.
0 2 G
A physically blind lady
0 10 O
Mr. Crisp ...
0 15 0
Mr. Towns’ seance
0 9 1
Mr. Tbos. Farrall
From a sympathiser with Mr. Burns’
5 0 0
work
0 1 0
Mr. Monteath
C. A. L. ...
1 0 0
0 5 3
Revd.
1 2 6
Mrs. Otway
1 0 0
E.
...
...
...
Mr. G. T. Stuart Monteath
1 0 0
2 10 2
Mrs. Campbell
10 0 0
Mr. Jas Mylne
These voluntary offerings and tho kindly and loyal words
which accompanied them have been particularly cheering these
hard times. The Christmas box of our Darlington friends
rather puzzled us. It was composed of side and end pieces
which fitted into each other and held together without nail,
lock, glue, or fastening of any kind, and we could not get at
the contents till we cut the projection off the end of one of tho
side pieces.
We shall look anxiously for the annual aid of all old
helpers, and hope, in addition, to be favoured with the adhesion
of not a few new ones. Though we utter not a word of com
plaint, our burden is wellnigh unbearable; all can lighten it a
littlo by imitating as they are able the good friends whoso
names appear above.

F
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H Y MN S

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

1881.

AND

TUNES

FOR

SPIRITUAL

HYMN No. 12 in tho 44Spiritual Lyre/’

Bread of lica-ven! Bread of

hea-ven! Feed mo till

I

want no more.

2 Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing streams do flow;
Let the fiery cloudy pillar,
Lead me all my journey through;
Strong deliverer!
Be Thou still my strength, and shield.
HYMN No. 140 in the 44S piritu a l L y r e .”
O H BBTBB.
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From •• Mo d em Haef ," by perm ission.
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Ho - ly

Spi - rit, kind-ly bless ns,

Let no earth - ly core op - press us,

As we meet in love to • night,

May our souls be fill’d with light*

2 Loving spirits hover o’er us,
Angels bright in truth’s array,
Ope the path of life before us,
Lead us on to cloudless day.
3 Let no jarring thought divide us,
Sweetest harmony be ours ;
Wisdom’s richest feast provide us,
As we pass these happy hours.
HYMN No. 9 in th e 44 S piritu a l L y re .”

God is love, his mercy brightens

All the path in which we rove j

2 Chance and change are busy ever;
M»n decays and ages move ;
But his mercy waneth never;
God is wisdom, God is love.
3 Even the hour that darkest seemeth
Will his changeless goodness prove;
From the mist his brightness streameth;
God is wisdom, God is love.
4 He with earthly cares entwineth
Hope and comfort from above:
Everywhere his glory shineth ;
God is wisdom, God is love.

CIRCLES

93

AND

MEETINGS.

REMARKS ON THE TUNES.
We are glad to know that tho remarks given last
week have been of use, and that in consequence of
them there is an increased interest being manifested
by many in the study of music. To connect what has
been said with what we are about to say, we repeat
the music given last week and append thereto a third
tune—44Dijon.”
We hope what was said last week on tho length of
bars and beating time has been particularly remem
bered,. It would not be amiss to commit the whole
of these remarks to memory, or, better still, obtain
Hullah’s Instruction Book (price 9d. post free) and
master its contents completely.
It might be well to occupy the space at our disposal
this week with a few observations on the different
kinds of notes. These are strikingly demonstrated in
tho last line of each verse sung to 44Chester.” 44May
our souls be fill’d with light”—this line consists of
three equal parts: the first contains four words—
44 May our souls be,” sung to four notes; the second
part contains two words—44fill’d with,” sung to two
n^tes ; the last part contains only one word—“ light,”
sung to one note. As a consequence, the last word
occupies as much time in singing as the first four or
the second two.
These notes, being of different length, are of differ
ent form: the last one—oval without a stem—is
called a 44semibreve ”; the middle group—ovals with
stems—are called 44minims”; the four in tho first
group—with black heads and stems — are called
44crotchotsN otes may thus be divided liko coins—
a semibreve represents one penny; a minim represents
a halfpenny, or tho half of a semibreve; a crotchet
represents a farthing, or the half of a halfpenny. So
then, os four farthings make a penny, so do four
crotchets make a semibreve, and two minims a semi
breve.
It is on the length of the note that time is counted.
The time in 44Chester,” as stated last week, is marked
3-2, meaning that the bar is composed of 3 of the
second kind of notes—minims—2 of which make a
semibreve. Then it will be found that each bar con
tains tliree minims or their equivalent in other notes.
The time in 44Dijon ” is marked 2-4, which signifies
that each bar contains 2 crotchets, 4 of which moke a
semibreve. The normal bar will be found in tho last
line, where two crotchets are written over 44God is ”
The crotchet is again halved into 44quavers,” repre
sented by a black head with a stem and a hook to it.
Tho quaver is thus compared to the division of money,
represented by half a lathing. Hence in the second
bar four quavers occupy the time of two crotchets.
44Dijon ” is frequently sung to verses each line of
which contains 7 syllables, which is the meaning of
the four 7s at the top of the music. In the present
instance the verse consists of 8.7.8.7., so that the last
two bars connected with a tie placed over and under,
in lines 1 and 3 of each verse, must be sung as if there
were no tie. The words 44brightens ” and 44lightens ”
take the two last bars, whereas the words 44rovo ” and
44love,” only one syllable each, also take two bars each.
The tune suits the hymn extremely well, and affords
very full expression to its sentiment.
In some tunes, as was pointed out last week, there
is a danger of making too much of a pause at the ends
of lines : in 44Dijon ” there is the opposite tendency of
going on too quickly and overlooking the pause at the
end of each line. The last note in the first line, sung
to ‘‘-tens ” (last part o f44brightens ”), being a quaver,
only occupies half a beat, after which comes a pause
of a beat and a half, The pause will be found moro
marked still after “ rove,” seeing that one syllable
occupies all the music of two bars. It is only by keep
ing time with strict accuracy that this tune can be
mastered and made to give forth its inspiriting
melody.
It is of very little use for a number of persons to
meet together with music before them to practice
tunes unless they study thoroughly the elementary
rules of music. The leader may sing properly and
understand the music, but those who follow may be
in the habit of hearing the tunes rendered elsewhere
with improper variations, and they get so mixed up
that they do not know what is right from what is
wrong. If all were taught to read music they would
arrive at the correct version independently. As it is,
very earnest persons practise tunes, but they do so
wrongly, so that when a cultured musician comes
among them to lead them, they insist upon leading him.
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ON MIRACLES AND MODERN SPI RI TUALI SM.
THREE

By

A L F R E D

ESSAYS,

R U S S E L

W A LLA C E,

Author of “ The Malay Archipelago,” “ Contributions to the Theory of Natural Selection,” Ac., Ac.
L Ah Answer
IL

to the AaGimEim or H ume, L hoky, aid
against M iracles .
The Scientific A spect op th e S upernatural—

1. Introductory.
2. Miracles and Modern Science.
8. Modern Miracles viewed as Natural Phenomena.
4. Od-Foroe, Animal Magnetism, and Clairvoyance.
6. The Evidence of the Beality of Appafitiorii.
A m ber ley, L o rd , on s p iritu a l p h enom ena a n d th e
character o f m e d iu m s.
A n im al m agnetism .
A n tiq u ity of m an, eU denee of, long denied or Ignored.
A p p aritio n s, evidence ot th e reality of; date oi a W ar
Office certificate show n to be erroneous b y ; a t
th* “ O ld K e n t M anor House.*'
A tkinson, H . G ., ex p e rim e n t w ith A dolphe D id le r.
A y max, Juques, discovery of a m u rd e re r by.
B arin g G ould, on Ja q u e s A ym xr.
B eatings Bells.
B eatie, Jo h n , his e x p e rim e n ts In s p irit-p h o to g ra p h y .
B ray, C har e te stim o n y to clairvoyance. H is th e o ry
ot a “ th o u g h t-atm o sp h e re ’ u n in tellig ib le.
B rew ster, S ir L>., account o f s ittin g w ith M r. H om e.
B u rto n , C apt., te stim o n y as to D avenport B rothers.
C arp e n ter, D r., m issta tem en t b y ; c ritic ism on M r.
R liter : om ission o f facts opposed to his views in
“ M ental P h y s io lo g y ;” critic ism o n ; “ unoonscious cereb ratio n " m isa p p lie d .
C hallis, P ro f., on the conclusivencss of th e te stim o n y .
C ham bers, D r. R obert, e x p e rim e n t b y ; e x tra c t from
le tte r o f (note).
C lairvoyance, tests of.
C lark, D r, T . E ., m edical case o f clairvoyance.
Converts from th * ran k s o f S p iritu a lism never m ade.
Cook, M iss F lorence, tested b y M r. Y arley a n d M r.
Crookes (In note).
Cox, S e ije a n t, on trance-speaking.
C riticism on th e Fortnightly article replied to.
Crookes, M r., his Investigation of th e p h en o m en a:
on m a terialisatio n s th ro u g h M iss Cook (n o te );
his tre a tm e n t by th e p r e s s ; b y th e S ecretaries of
th e Royal Society.
D ecline o f belief In th e s u p e rn a tu ra l d ue to a n a tu ra l
law (note).
D e M organ, P rofessor, on sp iritu a l phenom ena.
D eity , p o p u la r and sp iritu a listic notions of.
D ialectical C om m ittee, in v estig atio n by.
D isturbances, u n e x p la in e d , before rise of M odern '
S p iritu a lism .
D iv in in g rod.
D u n p h y , M r., versus L o rd A m berley.
Edinburgh Review's c ritic ism on Y oung,
E d m o n d s, J u d g e , investigation by.
E d m o n d s, J u d g e , his c h a ra c te r; hi9 no, ie o f inves
tig a tio n ; his d a u g h te r sp eak in g In languages
u n k n o w n to h e r.
E llio tso n , D r., a convert to S p iritu alism ,
E x p e rim e n ts a n d tests by th e au th o r.

Fire test

F la m m a rio n , M . C am ille, evidence o f
Fortnightly Review on th e distu rb an ces a t th e re s i
dence o f th e W esley fam ily.
F o x , M iss K ate, th e e a rlie st m e d iu m ; tested by
co m m itte e ; by D r. R. C ham bers an d M r. R . D .
O wen ; seances w ith M r. L iverm ore.

CONTENTS
Others
6. Modem Spiritualism: Evidence of Men of Scienoe.
7. Evidence of Literary and Professional Men to the Ffcotfl wt
Modem Spiritualism.
8. The Theory of Spiritualism.
9. The Moral Teachings of Spiritualism.
10. Notes of Personal Evidence.
m . A D efence
A ppendix .

of

M odern S piritualism .

Life, proof of the great use of Modern Spiri
tualism : the spiritual theory of, not a product of
the medium’s own mind.
Glanvil, character o f ; extracts froth.
Gregory, Dr. William, on clairvoyanoe; criticism of.
Gully, Dr., on the Cornhill article and Mr. Home.
" py, Mrs., her career as a m edium ; production of
Haddock, Dr. Joseph, account of discovery of stolen
property by a clairvoyant.
Hall, S. C., his conversion from scepticism; under. goes the fire test.
Hardinge, Mis. Emma, quotations from addresses.
Hare, Prof. B., experiments and tests by.
Historical teachings of Spiritualism.
Home, Mr. Daniel D., experience of Sir David Brew
ster w ith; the fire te s t; experience of Sergeant
Cox w ith; exposed to twenty years of scrutiny.
Houdtn, Robert, opinion of Alexis Didier, the clair
voyant.
Howitt, William, testimony as to an accordion sus
pended in the air.
Hume, David, on miracles; definition of a miracle:
arguments against miracles; self-contradictions.
Huxley, Professor, the uninteresting nature of the
phenomena.
Ill nstrati ve ex tracts.
Imagination, effects of.
Invisible intelligent being*, existence of, around ns
not impossible; their action on matter not an
“ Invasion of the law of nature.**
Kerr, Rev. William, M.A., testimony to phenomena
occurring in private.
Law of continuity applicable to Spiritualism.
Leeky, assertions about miracles; fallacies in his
arguments; account of Glanvil.
Lee, Dr. Edwin, on experiments with Alexis Didier,
the clairvoyant.
Lyndhurst, Lord Chancellor, belief in the spiritual
phenom en a.

Levitation, examples of.
Lewes, Mr. G. H., views of, as to Identical hallucina
tions criticised (note).
Mapes, Prof., inquiries into Spiritualism.
Mayo, Dr. Herbert, F.R.S., On clairvoyanoe; on
phreno-mesmerism.
M edical men, evidence of, for facts deemed incredible.
Mental phenomena, summary of.
Mesmerism, personal experiences of; supposed to
explain Spiritualism.
Miracles, definitions o f; at tomb of Abbd Paris ;
modern objections to.
Moral teachings of Spiritualism.
M usical phen o m en a w ith M iss N ichol.
M uller, George, his life an d dependence on prayer.
Owe.i, R obert Dale, on su p e rn a tu ra l p henom ena oec u irin g u n so u g h t for; case of apparition seen by

tw o persons a t o n c e ; ju d ic ia l record o f d is tu r 
bances a t C id ev ille; te stim o n y as to spirit-forms
(note).
O racles n ot all im p o stu res.
P ersonal e v id e n c e : first experiences In ta b le -tu rn in g ;
w ith M ». M arshall.
P h o to g rap h s, a conclusive te s t; co n ditions o f a satis
factory t* s i ; M ri. G u p p y ’s rem ark ab le sp irit-p h o 
to g ra p h ; likenesses recognised by M r. H o w i tt;
by D r. Thompson; by th e a u th o r (n o te); M r.
S later's ex p e rim en ts ; D r. K. W illiam s’s ex p e rt
m enfS; M r. J o h n B eattie's e x p e rim e n ts,
F h y sh a 1 P h en o m en a, su m m a ry of.
P ractical u tility of B p irltu atism , objections rep lied to .
P ra y e r, efficacy of.
Quarterly Review on S p iritu alism .
R eichenbach, B aron, h is observations on m agnets an d
cry stals ; his w itnesses ; review o f his w o rk .
R obertson, D r. J . L o ck h art, testa th e ph en o m en a and
accepts t hem as facts.
R u tte r on th e m agnetoscope.
Sceptics, in v estigations by.
Scientific m en, d en ial of tacts b y ; th e ir mode of
d ealing w ith th e su b jec t; refusal to Investigate.
Senior, N assau W illiam , on m esm erism , and h is belief
in sp iritu a l p henom ena.
S ex to n , D r. G eorge, his m ode o f conversion.
S later, Mr. T hus., ex p e rim en ts in sp irit-p h o to g ra p h y .
S p iritu a lism , periodicals devoted to ; th e th e o ry of.
S p iritu a lism , New Quarterly Magazine on ; Quarterly
Review on ; h istorical sketch o f ; phenomena o f ;
n a tu re of th e b elief {n ; no recantations i n ; a
science of h u m an n a tu re .
S tone-th ro w in g , rem ark ab le case of, in P aris.
S u p ern atu ral p henom ena, so-called, w orks relatin g
to ; au th o rs w ho vouch for th e facts.
Suspicion, action of, illu s tra te d .

Sympathy of feeling.

T h ack eray on phen o m en a w itnessed in New York.
T riv iality o f th e phen o m en a, o ften apparent rather
th a n real.
Trollope, T. A dolphus, evidence o f ; as to the possi
b ility o f its being co n ju rin g ; as to the production
o f flowers.
T yler. M r. E. B,. on m iracles as a “ su rv iv o r o f savage
thi t t g l i t h ’a m esm eric th eo ry o f sp iritu al p h e 
no m en a answ ered.
T jn d a ll, Professor, d efinition of a m iracle b y ; oa
S p iritu a lis m ; rep ly to, by M r. P atrick Fraser
A lex an d er ; declines to in v estigate.
Uses o f B piritualium .
W h a telv , A rchbishop, an in q u ire r in to S p iritu alism .
W llb ran am , H on. C ol., te stim o n y to genuineness o f
phttiHmeuA o cc u rrin g w ith M r. H om e #
W illiam s, D r. B., ex p e rim en ts in sp irit-p h o to g ra p h y .
W itch craft, evidence f o r ; ph en o m en a analogous to
th o se o f M odern S p iritu alism (note).
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Answer of the Persian, the Chinese, Moslem, Jew, Hindoo, Christian, Mother
Church, Protestant—What is the Church P—Gospel Religion—The Authority of
the Church Defined—The Church and Education—Knowledge the true Saviour.
Chapter I I : What is Religion P—The First Germ of Religion—Man’s Primi
tive State—Dawn of the Religious Idea—The Savage has no Religion—Religion,
its Ultimate Analysis.
Chapter I I I : H istorical R eview ; F etishism —Universality of Fetishism—
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Judaism — Moral Influence of Monotheism — Monotheism a Development of
Fetishism—Human Sacrifice and Object Worship—The Nightmare of ReligionHuman Ideas of God—Persecutions by Christians—Christian Fanaticism and
Cruelty—Civilisation Repressed by Christianity.
Chapter V I: Value of the Old and N ew Testaments and 8acbkd Books as
Authorities —Antiquity of the Bible—Lost Jewish Scriptures—Origin of the
ApoetoHo aJRsoords—Transmlesion end Translation of the Bible—Numberless
versions of the Bible—Genuineness of the Bible—The Bight of Private Judgment.
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Influence of Christianity on Learning—A Thousand Years of Mentiti Darkness—
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the Nature of God, axd the F uture State —Evil is Imperfection—Various
.Conceptions of Evil—I t can only be Overcome by Growth—Various Ideas Or God
—The Vanity of Theological Speculation—Early Ideas of Immortality—Biblical
Ideas of Immortality—Immortality a port of Nature's.Plan—The Future Life a
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Chapter IX : Man's Fall, and the Christian Schema for his Redemption
—Popularly viewed. Creation is a Gigantic Failure-C hristian Views of Salvation
—Cramping Tendency of Christian Doctrines—The Vast Antiquity of Man—Did
Msn ever FAU f
Chapter X: Man’s P osition ; F ate, F ree -Will , F ree Agency, N ecessity,
Responsibility —Man and his Circumstances—The Doctrine of Necessity—Msn’•
Free Agency—Man’s Responsibility—Morality Dependent oh Physical Conditions
—The Individual is Accountable to Law.
Chapter X I: D uties and Obligations of Man to God and to H imself—
Man can do nothing for G od—To sene God i* to ebey Law—Man arts for his own
sake, not God's—The Nature And Efficacy of Prayer—Respective Merits of Faith
and Knowledge—Intelligent Action is True Religion—True Holiness is Obedieaca
to Law.
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Chapter X II: The U ltimate of Religious I deas—Society is at present a
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FOR SPIRITUALISTS,
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T H E “ SP IR IT U A L H A R P ” A N D T H E “ S P IR IT U A L L Y R E ,”
IN

ONE

VOLUME,

Extending to 350 Pages, and containing in all upwards of 500 Hymns, Songs, Anthems, Sentences, Cliomsos, Ac.
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su ited to all occasions.

Handsomely hound m Cloth, price 2s. 6 d .; »n elegant Morocco binding, fu ll gilt, a charming present to any Spiritualist, 6s.
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At evening
Baltr bearers
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Cheering thoughts
Drawing near
Dreaming of
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Not old
OM ai d New
A.'MVUS.lRr.
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Finding the lost
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Welcome child
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Better riew
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How found
Marvlbt.
Song o t
H eart.
Blessed
Dead
Garden
Keep young
Purity
Solace for
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Better lond
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Glory of
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World of love

H ome, H rayenly.
Beautiful above
For all
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Fortitude of
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Trespass against
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To angels
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Rock of
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Wisdom divine
L ight .
Primeval
•• Silver lining "
Lots.
Angelic
Constant
Heavenly
God Is
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Undying
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Be happy
Better Land
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Charity
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Devotion
Do good
Dreaming to night
Evergreen shore
Fonuke not right
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Glory
Good-by
Guide thy birk
Hereafter
Horne for all
Ho. hilly, ho!
How to »*• happy
Indian echo
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Joy for you
Kindness
Loved in heaven
Lyceum band
Marching song
Mother
Mcither’s cure
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K.>*t for weary
Sail on
Bing to me
Song of t he poor
Bummer days
Temper.uicu
Thin* gently
Undyiug things
Visions «f joy
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Welcome
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Love
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Living still
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Glory of
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Light of
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Love ot
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Order of
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Soul of
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Universal
Rappings
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Transfiguration
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Good will
Longing for
Song-bird of
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Prince of
Spring .
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Eternal
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Influence of
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Summer.
Overcoming
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Nature’s nobility
Relation with
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Light of
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Bun of
Victorious
Press on
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Stops
Call for
Voice of
U nfortunatm.
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Blind
By law of love
Insine
Shall we know
Rag-picker
R eform.
Speak*
Agitation
R eligion .
Voyage.
Do good
In soul
Crystal sea
Floating out
New
Guide with eaitt
Resignation.
Life-boat
Childlike
Of life
Filial
Divine
Passage home
In adversity
Sail on
Sunny seems
R evelation.
WISDOM.
Nature’s
In nature
High r.
World.
Action of
Room for all
Forsake not
The other World
Bund for
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Seasons.
Heart incense
Lessons of
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W oman.
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Architect of love
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The “ S piritual H arp,” American Edition, with Music, handsomely bound in Cloth, price 8s.
CONTENTS OF THE “ SPIRITUAL LYRE." (Sold separately: Pa*>er,6d.; Cloth, Is.)
All men are equal in their birth
Angels, brightaugels, are ever around
AugeU bright are drawing near
Arrajed in clouds of golden light
Assembled at the closing hour
As we part our prayer ascendcth
Author of good, we rest on Thee [right
Be firm and be faithful: desert not the
-aim on the bosom of thy God
<Usy to clay, and dust to dtist
Jbttie they, wtnn the sliades of evening
Jherifth faith in one another
*>enth is the fading of a cloud
feartb Is waklhg, day is breaking
Sternal Source of light and life
Far from mortal cares retreating
Fattier, breathe un evening blowing
Fattier of all, iu every age
Fh ating on the breath of evening
For all thy gifts we praise Ttiee, Lord
Forever wafcefully the air is turning
Forward 1 the day is breaking
Friends b*v«tF leare us, those Who call
From Halms supernal, fair and bright
From the recesses of a lowly spirit
God is Loro: his mercy brightens
God that madest earth and heaven
Gracious Source of ►very blessing
Guide me, G Thou greet JehoVan
tta1! ! the heavenly scenes of, peaos
Hand in hand with angels
H ark! hark 1 from grove and fountain
Bark 1 the songs of angels swell
Bet* notlhy heart within ihoe burned t
Heaven Is here; Its hytnns of gladness
He sendeth sun. He sendeth shower

Here u lfay grave wt stand

INDEX OF FIRST LINES.

nere we meet with ioy together
One sweet flower has dropped and faded
How cheering the thought
Our blest Exemplar, ere he breathed
How pure in heart and sound in head
Our God Is love: and would he doom
How sweet, how heavenly is the sight
O Thou unknown, almighty Cause
Holy Spirit, kindly bless Us
O Thou, to whom in ancient time
How shall I know Thee in the sphere O Thou who driest the mourner's tear
If 'tis sweet to mingle where
Part in peace 1 is day before us f
Immortal praise to God be given
Peace be thine, and angels greet thee
In the broad fields of heaven
Praise for the glorious light
In the lobe and silent midnight
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow
In the sk> that is above ui
Praise to thee, though great Creator
Is it not sweet to think, hereafter
Prayer ia the soul’s sincere desire
Is heaven a place where pearly streams Bal its above bold sweet communion
It Is a faith sublime and sure
Shail we gather at the river
Joy and pain to all are given
Bhe passed in beauty ! like a root
Let monumental pillars rise
Should sorrow o’er thy broW
Let one loud song of praise arlM
Bleep on your pillow
Life is onward,—use ft
Slowly by God's hand unfurled
Life is the hour that lies between
Soon shall the trump of freedom
Lo, in the golden sky
Bow in the mom thy seed
Lo 1 the day of rest declilieth
Speak gently, it is bttter far
Lord 1 subdue our selfish will
Bpirita bright are ever ir ffh
Lord 1 What a fleeting breath
Btar of Progress, guide us bn Ward
Lore til 1 there is no living thing
Supremo oer all Jehovah reigns
Love never sleeps ! the mother's eye
Bweet are the ties that bind iu one
May the grace of guardian angels
Tell me not in mournful numbers
The Lord is my Shepherd ; no want shall
Mortal, the Angels say
My God, my Father, while I stray
The mourners came, at break of day
Neater, my God, to thee
The morning light is breaking
No bitter tears for thee be shed
The morn of podee is beaming
No human eye thy face may see
The dead are like the stars by day
ow the shades of night are gone
The mystery of ihe Spirit s birth
ow to heaven our prayer ascending
The outward wmld is dark and drear
The perfect world by Adam trod
Ocean and land the globe divide
Ttie Sabbath sun was setting slow
made
O give thanks to him who mac
The Sage ills cup of hemlock quaffed
O God of ages, by whose hand
The spacious Armament on high
O land ef buss* my heart now (tarns
T id h if i t §k B U fiN ft 16* Eouthampfcon Bow, H olborti. W.O#
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The voice of an angel
The world has much of beautiful
The world may change from old td new
There is a calm for those who weep
There ia a land my eye hath seen
There is a laud of pure delight
There is a pure, a peaceful wave,
There is a state, unknown, unseen
There Is no death—'tis but a shade
They are passing, upward passing
They are winging, they are winging
Thou art, O God, the light and life
Thou art tile ftr*t and thou the last
Thou who art enthroned above
Though wandering in a stranger-land
Thy name bo hallowed eVMrmore
To thee the Lord Almighty
To the fathers love we trunt
To the world of spirit gladness
True piayer is not th’ imposing fcobnd
Your souls, like shadows on the ground
We come at moru and dewy eve
We gladly come io-c*y
Wfl do bot die—We erthnot dli
We will not fear the beauteous angel
Welcome angels, pure and bright
Whater©'- clouds may dim the day
When fortune bfeams around you
When I surrey life's varied toene
When In the busy haunts of men
With silt uce only as their bmedfoticfi
Wlu n sonow ou the spirit leeds
When the hours of day are nam bteti
When the evening star is stealing
When trosbUs overflow the eon!
Wilt thou not visit me
With sunshine always m hie lew

MR. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER,
58,

HIGDON ItOAD, DALSTON, IA)NDON, E.

HEALING B Y LAYING ON OF HANDS.

JDTt.

Walsall.—Sunday, Feb. 20.
London.—Feb. 16, 24, and 27.
Newcastle.—March 0 and 7.

CTJKIMIIE S
37,

APPOINTMENTS.
Glasgow.—Friday and Sunday, Feb. 11 and 18.

M ACK,

U pper B aker S treet , R egent’s P abk ;

M E S M E R IS M .

Cardiff.—March 13.
Keighley.—March 20.

D. Y O U N G E R ,

F or T e r m s a n d D a te s d ir e c t ab o ve.

MAGNETIC

VCR. E. W. WALLIS, Iuspiraiional Speaker. For terms and dates
Rk apply—318, St. Anufs Well Road, Nottingham.
APPOINTMENTS.

Midland District Committee’s Tour:—
Belper.—Feb. 13 and 14.
London.—Feb. 20 (probably).
Yorkshire District Committee.—Feb. 27.
Mr. Wallis will accept calls to deliver trance orations in all parts of
the United Kingdom. Apply by letter, to him at 333, St. Ann’s Well
Road, Nottingham.
N.B.—Mr. Wallis also gives entertainments, consisting of songs,
readings, and recitations. Write for programme and terms.

I I E A LKR

AND MEDICAL

RUBBER,

23, L e d b u r y R o a d , B a y s /w a te r , London, W .
AT HOME daily from 2 till 5, or attends patients at their own homer.
He has a number of mesmeric sensitives on which he teaches ladies
or gentlemen any kind of experiments connected with tho science, djveloping wonderful phenomena. If ) also gives Electro-Biological t ntertainments - Private or public: Terms by letter.

MESMERIC

INSTITUTION

For the Cure and Alleviation of Diseases.

P R O F E S S O R AD OLPH E D I D I E R

(36 Y e a r s E s ta b l is h e d ) ,
Attends Patients, and can be consulted daily from 2 till five. 10, B* rkeley-gardens, Campden-hill, Kensington. Patients are attended at their
residences in the morning and evening.

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD SPIRITUALIST SOCIETY.
268, Chapel-street, Salford.
Sunday evening at 6.30.
President: Mr. J. Campion, 38, Downing-street.
Secretary : Mr. Croft, 26, Roach-street, Queen's-road, Miles Platting.
Fob. 13—Mr. Brown will oeenpy the platform.

RAPHAEL’S PROPHETIC ALMANAC and EPHEMEB18
For 1881.
Now ready. The oldest and best Almanao published. Much enlarged
Coloured Hieroglyphic. Post free, 7d. ; with Ephemeri?, 13d.
Everyone should read “ Raphael’s ” judgments upon the great and
unparalleled celestial phenomena in 1880.
London: J. E. Catty, 12, Are Maria Lane, E.C.

MANCHESTER ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.
Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street.
President: Mr. R. F itton ,4 4 , Walnut Street Cheetbam, Manchester.
Secretary: Mr. W. T. B ra ham , 302, Stretford Road, Manchester.
Plan of spoukers for February :—
Sunday, 13.—Mr. Brown.
„ 20.— „ Wright.
,, 2r.<— ,, Tetlow.
S e r v ic e co m m en ces a t 2-30 p - m .
A society for the free distribution of spiritual literature in connection
with the above association. Literature and donations thankfully re*
eeived by Mias H. Blundell, 6, Summer Villas, Stretford Road, Man.
Chester, treasurer.

ASTROLOGY.
“ Worth its Weight in Gold.”
T7VERY adult person living should purchase at once “ YOUR
&
FUTURE FORETOLD,’’akook of 144 pp. cloth, only 2s. 6d.
London: J. Burns; 15, Southampton Row, W.C.;
E. W. Allen, 11, Ave Maria Lane, Paternoster Row;
or, post-free of E. Casael, High Street, Watford, Herts.
Instructions to purchasers gratis.

SOUTH LONDON SPIRITUAL SOCIETY,
8,

B o u r n e m o u th R o a d , R y e L a n e , P e c lilia m .

President: MR. JAMES KINNERSLEY LEWIS.
Meetings:— Thursdays, 8 p-m. Sundays, 11 a-m„ for inquirers;
7 p-xn., select. For admission, Ac., address secretary, as above.
Additional members needed.

MISS

C L E M E N T I N A WA R D
( F ro m th e R o y a l A c a d e m y o f M u s ic )

GIVES

LESSONS

TO

BEGINNERS

I N S I N G I N G AN D ON T H E P I A N O F O R T E .
TER M S:
For Two Lessons per Week, Two Guineas per Quarter ( 12 Weeks).
“ T

iie

R e t r e a t ,”

24,

H

averstock

H

il l ,

N.W.

/ 1HARACTER DELINEATED by Handwriting. Enclose 18 stamp?.
S., care of Mr. Seymour, 6, Spencer-terrace, Shepherd's Bnsliroad, W.________________________________________________
Eighth Thousand, Enlarged, 80 pages, 8 ^0.
P r ic e Is., p o s t f r e e :

THOUGHTS ON THEISM: W ith S uggestions

towards a

-k

P ublic Religious Service in H armony with Modern S cience
and P hilosophy.

“ An exceedingly interesting pamphlet.”—E ch o ,
“ Its pages are enriched with numerous extracts from the most eminent
divines, metaphysicians, and scientists of modern times.” — S h r e w s b u r y
re e P ress.

“ We commend a perusal of 'Thoughts on Theism' to all interested
eligious philosophy.” — E a s tb o u r n e Q a a e tte .
London: TRUBNER A CO., Lndgate Hill;
J. BURN8 . 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

A N EW

MEDIUMISTIC

WORK.

Illustrated with Autotype F ac sim iles of Exquisite Mediumistic Drawings.

BACK TO THE FATHER’S HOUSE:
A Parabolic Inspiration.

T7IRKCALDY PSYCHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 13, OSWALD’S WYND.

R

Tuesday evening at 8 o’clock.

PHYSICAL A TEST MEDIUMSHIP at Mrs. Ayers’, 45, Jubilee
-k Street, Commercial Road, E., Sunday, at 7*30; nlso on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 8 o’clock. Mrs. Walker, physical, trance, and test
medium, may be specially engaged.
WRITING AND SPEAKING MEDIUM, CAROLINE PAWLEY.
*’ Free of charge. Appointments made by letter only, with directed
envelope, 43, Earls’ Court Road, Kensington.

F

O. MATTHEWS, Clairvoyant, 11, Torrington Square, W.C. At
• Ladbroke-hall, Notting-hill, every Sunday evening at 7 o’clock.

A SEANCE for CLAIRVOYANCE and TRANCE at Mrs.
**** PRICHARD’S, 10, Devonshire Street, W.C., Tuesdays at 8 p.m
B. TOWNS, Medical Diagnosis, Test, and Business Clairvoyant, is
at home daily, and is open to engagements. Address—1, Albert
arrace,Barnsbury Road, Islington, N.

M

TSLE OF WIGHT.—Annandale Villa. Sandown.—One or two invalid
*k Ladies will be taken great care of by a Healing Medium, including
Board ind Lodging, for 30s. per week for the six winter months at this
pretty seaside town, which is known to be particularly salubrious.
T)ERAMBULATOR for sale. Price 10#. Very little used. Cost 21s
■k -Double one purchased. Office of M edium, 15, Southampton Row.
is warranted to be the easiest.
best, and most accurate Work on the science ever published. Bound
in cloth, gilt lettered, price 3s.
London: J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn.

R A P H A E L 'S G U ID E TO A S T R O L O G Y

M i l t o n ’s

M k d iu m

is t ic

Co n t r o l.

T h i s Work is being produced in serial parts, in a handsomo
illustrated wrapper, containing Mediumistic Drawings, beauti
fully reproduced by the autotype process.
The literary department is sustained with great interest, and
is replete with sound instruction. A band of eminent spirits,
under the leadership of “ Milton,” purport to produce the work;
the writing through a lady, and the drawing through a gentle
man, who have not been trained to literary and artistic studies.
The work is itself the best evidence of its being indeed the
product of spirit-influence.

Contents of Parts already Published.

Price la. each.

PART I.—Containing two autotypes of Mediumistic Drawings.
Proem. Chapter i.—Exile. Chapter li.—Lost Power. Chapter iii.-—
Mary’s Mission Begun.
PART II.—Containing one autotype of Mediumistic Drawing.
Retrospective appendix to Chapters i, ii, and iii. Chapter iv.—Back to
the Children’s Home. Chapter v.—The Children’s Garden.
PART III.—Containing one autotype of Mediumistic Drawing.
Retrospective appendix to Chapters iv and v. Chapter vi.—The Children a
Friend. Chapter vii.—The King’s Arrival.
P/iRT IV.—Containing one autotype of Mediumistic Drawing.
Retrospective appendix to Chapters vi and vii. Chapter viii.—Mary m
Communion Feast.
PART V.— Containing one autotype of Mediumistic Drawing.
Retrospective appendix to Chapter viii. Chapter ix.—Mary’s Family
Mansion. Chapter x.—Mary's Discoveries.
Other Parts in preparation.

London: Printed and Published by JAMB? BURNS 16, Southampton Bow, H oUxjhl

