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PSYCHIC FORCE.
A Communication through a Wbiting Medium.

[This article is by the same lady and gentleman as the one last 
week on the “ Laws of Spirit.” We scarcely stated the matter cor
rectly last week. The lady and gentleman, we are told, joined 
hands at the table, the gentleman holding the pencil, and these 
articles were written. This one is even more remarkable than the 
last. The views of the nervous system were quite foreign to the 
sitters, but similar ideas have been stated before in the Medium, 
pyticularly in Mr. Burn’s lectures. These statements have been 
given independently, as these communications were written years 
ago, though they only came into our possession two weeks ago. 
We wish the lady, who has survived her husband, would give 
some account of this interesting form of mediumship. 1

Impressions made by spiritual beings upon man are made through 
his spiritual nature, and, if there be sufficent force or power, they 
are expressed through his natural organisation. Frequently im
pressions are made, and in consequence of a want of vital force, or, 
as we will term it, psychic force, cannot be demonstrated through 
man's physical frame. This force is generated by the sympsthetic 
nervous system acting upon the cerebrum, or nerve-system proper; 
and then it is thrown off at various times, seldom being the same 
in either quantity or quality—a change of scene, a different circle 
of friends, or any deviation from ordinary life, will increase or 
decrease the formation of this force.

Now, according to the quantity and quality of this force, spiri
tual beings have power to approach, and hence to impress man. 
Therefore, to give—what most persons desire—tests, the force must 
bo very abundant, so as to enable them to come into direct contact. 
It must be sufficient, and of high-class quality, when superior 
literature, poetry, or verse is given. The nervous system, as no 
doubt you are aware, consists of two sets of nerves, one of which 
is called the nerve-system proper, and the other the sympathetic 
system. These two systems differ in structure, use, and action. 
The nerve system proper is that which attends to the physical 
frame, its wants, feelings, desires, &c., and which puts it into action, 
conveying the force to all parts of the body. This system is 
attached to or blended with the sympathetic system in such a way 
tha^it is extremely difficult to separate them—yea, they unite so 
securely, and their ramifications are so numerous, that instruments 
have not yet been produced sufficiently powerful to distinguish 
them. Neither have any means yet been discovered whereby men 
can discern this psychic force, or perceive its formation, secretion, 
development and use; nor is it known by what means the sympa
thetic nerve-system acts upon and within the general nerve system. 
The sympathetic system generates this psychjc force, and then the 
force acts upon the nerve-system proper, and sets the whole organi
sation into action, and hence into its varied and distinct uses. The 
sympathetic nerve-system, like the nerve-tystem proper, is distri
buted over the whole body in various ways. It is said that the 
sympathetic system is both a motor and a sensory nerve—that is, 
bring capable of producing motion as well as sensation. But this 
will be discovered to be erroneous; for, of itself it does not produce 
motion—it generates the psychic force, and this force acts upon the 
nerve-system proper, and then action is the result. But no doubt 
its close relation, its almost inseparable contact with the nerve
system proper, has caused anatomists and physiologists to fall into 
the mistake. .

.You may say, How is sensation produced, then ? Sensation is 
produced by acting upon th*  sympathetic system, and then the 

psychic force conveys the sensation to the nerve system proper. 
For example: if the skin be irritated by a needle, the cutaneous 
nerve-fibres of the sympathetic system receive the sensation, and 
communicate it by the psychic force to the general nerve-system, 
and then muscular movements occur. The spiritual nature of 
man is in contact with the whole of the human frame; but it is 
more directly connected with the sympathetic nervous system. It 
is man’s spiritual nature which receives impressions, ideas, and is 
capable of emotion ; and then, by tbe help of the psyohio force, the 
sympathetic system communicates it to the general nerve-system, 
and thus causes the movements and sensations of the whole 
organism.

There are various means by which psychic force is generated, but 
the strongest is sympathy. Sympathy acts most powerfully upon 
the sympathetic system, causing an action unsurpassed by any 
other emotion. It is such a powerful stimulant, and excites such 
an abundant supply of psychic force, that for our communication it 
is a sine qua non. If there be sympathy in tbe circle, and sympathy 
between the spirits and the circle, it will give that power which 
enables spiritual beings to manifest Sympathy attracts spirits to 
a circle, and also produces the force which helps them to com
municate. Spiritual beings act upon man’s organism in the same 
way his own spiritual nature does, but, his own being more cloeely 
in harmony, more in sympathy with his organism, it has greater 
power, or influence, over it; it has elaborated and moulded the or
ganism to its own use and individual action, and has made—if I 
may so term it—a medium for itself. The body, therefore, is, as a 
garment, made expressly for a certain spiritual nature, and will not 
fit so well on any other. But if a spiritual being correspond, and 
be in sympathy with man’s own spiritual nature, and if that harmony 
prevail which is necessary, then that spirit can act upon the or
ganism in a similiar way to the man’s own spirit.

The elements of psychic force are oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen, and 
phosphoros. It is as I have previously statea—secreted by the 
action of the sympathetic nerve-system, and is seldom the same in 
either quantity or quality. The quality varies in different persons. 
It is affected by sex, temperament, disposition, mode of life, and 
also by external circumstances and impressions made upon the 
senses by objects of any kind. It is also affected by the quality of 
the mind or the tone of the intellectual nature. The temperature 
has also great influence over it; the atmospheric changes, whether 
electric or magnetic, have a wonderful influence on some temnera- 
ments, in both the formation, secretion, and quality of this force. 
Regarding the quantity, it is as variable as the quality, and quite 
as susceptible to the above influences. There may be a sufficient 
quantity of this force, but the quality may be too inferior to allow 
spiritual beings to give such communication as they desire, or the 
quality may be exceedingly good, but so small in quantity that it 
will prevent any manifestation at all. . .

You will see then the importance of having a lair amount of this 
force, in both quality and quantity, to enable us to manifest as we 
should, and as we desire to do. As I have before said, it is this 
force which helps us to communicate; it assists us to come within 
the sphere of your spiritual nature, within the veil of yourself; 
and then if our sympathies be in harmony, we can blend our 
thoughts with yours, reflect them upon your mind, and so give out 
our ideas. Oft-times it is done with difficulty, but that is more 
dependent upon the individual than the spiritual communicator. By 
practice we gain the subjection of tbe individual, and then 
according to the quality ana quantity of the aura, or psychic force, 
we agea&le to impress thoughts op various subjects. Each subject
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requires a certain quantity and quality of material—I use the 
word advisedly—for its production, even as in the nature! wortfl 
different materials, though probably of the same elements, are 
required for the production of the various substances in daily use.

This force may be considerably altered in its composition by 
persons sitting together who are not in harmony ; one person may 
have a good supply in both quality and quantity, and another may 
throw off that which shall partly, if not entirely, obliterate it. 
Therefore' it i*  bigiriy important for those who desire spiritual 
manifestation of an intelligent kind that they should sit only with 
such persons with whom they feel in perfect harmony, ana with 
whom they can sympathise in thought, words, and actions.

There is another condition I will speak of, and that ie the health 
of a circle. It is very necessary that all the sitters should he in 
good health, else it' will deteriorate in some degree the force 
generated by others. The physical condition of the body ie quite 
as important as tbe condition of the mind, for the one acts recipro
cally with the other. I would say to those who desire intelligent 
spiritual manifestations, let your mode of life bo regular; take a 
large amount of nature’s sweet restorer—the pure air; attend 
strictly to hygienic rules, of which the daily ablation forms an im
portant part; the skin should be kept in such a state that the 
material emanations which permeate its pores cannot contaminate 
tho psychic force; tbe mind should ba kept as fjge from care and 
vexation as possible, tranquility and cheerfulness being very 
advantageous. It is also important that you should seek ODly such 
associates as are intelligent and truthful, and whose mental acquire
ments are not inferior to your own, so that you may not lose by 
their magnetic influences.

As the sailor perceives a storm by the rustling sound of the wind, 
so does the medium become cognisant of the approach of his spirit
friends by tbe vibration he experiences upon his sensorium, the 
difference being that the first receives the impression externally, 
or by hia physical nature; the latter internally, or by his spiritual. 
What I term the Bensorium is the expansion of the sympathetic 
nerve, and a concentration of the psychic force; this expansion 
surrounds and dips into the great nerve-centre, the brain and its 
appendages; it is commonly called the grey matter, and exists in 
the form of convolutions upon the whole system of the cerebral 
organism. It ip the great receptacle of the psychic force, as all the 
power is concentrated there. Hence, according to the degree of this 
expansion, not only over, but into the cerebrum, and other parte, 
so is the tone of the organism high or low, refined or indifferent. 
It is on this nervous expansion we make our impressions or vibra
tions, by means of the psychic force, which then conveys first to 
the senaorium, and hence to the senses our thoughts and ideas. 
But for the communication to be correct the organism must be high, 
and the force of fair quantity.

Frequently impressions are made; but in consequence of im
perfection of the organism, and a lack of quantity and quality of 
psychic force, the message cannot be correctly conveyed to the 
senaorium. By cultivation, and carefully following the advico of 
tbe spirit-control, the manifestation will improvetmd, as the 
force increases in quantity and quality, and the spirit and indi
vidual become more in sympathy with each other, the difficulties 
will eventually be overcome.

In the impressionable form of mediumship the subject receives 
knowledge apart from hia own, and may be influenced to give it 
out in writing or speaking while retaining his consciousness, his 
own will not being entirely under subjection, because his whole 
nervous system generally is not under the control of the spiritual 
operator.

The form of mediumship known aa “ trance,” is accomplished in 
several ways. To one spirit it is easy to control in this way, to 
another it is very difficult. So far as I can explain, it is accom
plished thus: The subject is influenced by the spiritual operator, 
and his nervous system rendered insensible to hia own will; then, 
by a dose manipulation, the spirit obtains full possession of the 
faculties of the medium. The organism may then be used in 
various ways; but the principal one is for speaking, aa such teach
ing and instruction can then be given as could not be in any other 
way. It ie more important in this than other forms of medium
ship, that sympathy and harmony should prevail between the 
spirit and subject, or disastrous results might ensue. Respecting 
the medium’s own spirit, that generally keeps passive, taking no 
part in using its physical organisation, but allowing another to 
nave control, and, occasionally, evidently to give still greater 
facility to the control, it will withdraw for a time from the body.

Another phase of the trance is for materialisation, as it is called; 
and for thia the medium is placed in exactly the same position as 
for oratorical teaohing; but, instead of using the medium for this, 
the trance state is effected for the purpose of obtaining the psychic 
force, so that the spirit may so condense it upon bis own form, as 
to make himself visible to physical observation. Sometimes the 
psychic force is supplied in such quantities as to enable the oper
ating spirit to fully materialise himself, or to oondense, or mould 
it upon another spirit, who may he anxious to make manifest his 
ar her presence. At other times only euch a quantity can be 
obtained aa is suffident to make a small materialisation, such as an 
arm or portion of a spirit-form.
. There are many other ways of control, and also of ma
terialisation, but I shall not go further into the subject at 
present; suffice, if I say, that the time is coming when we 
shall be able to show more dearly to the scientific inquirer tho 
connecting link between spirit and matter, between the spiritual 
end material lift. At all times it haeteei the twit spiritual

beings to impress man with ideas and inventions. But the time is 
feet approaching, when spiritual influence will be more surely, 
more acutely, felt, when individual opinion must yield to this 
powerful and gigantic advocate. We hope soon to be able to 
satisfy all earnest inquirers of the truth uf this great spiritual 
influence. The old bulwarks of public opinion are doomed to fall, 
to crumble and pass away, that the noble structure of Spiritualism 
may be erected in all its beauty and loveliness, standing firmly 
upon the foundation of truth, and shjrqsq; with the brilliancy of 
purest gems. E. W.

HISTORICAL COimWLS.
(Reported and communicated hp A. T. T. F.)

[The medium is a working-man, prepesriag the scanty education 
of his class; A. T. T. P. is a gpaweman or education and inde
pendent means, and hence has no interest m deception, as these 
seances entail upon him eonsiderpMo iah^w «A cTpenm*  He 
has made his mark in tbe world an a successful lawyer, and ie not 
likely to be duped. The medium peaces into the unconscious 
trance, in which state the spirit*  speak through himu making 
gestures appropriate to their character. A. T. T. P. takes down 
every word thus spoken by the spirits through tbe medium.]

Tom Pain*,
January 14, 1880.

The medium came in anything but in good ‘condition. There is 
no good my giving the reasons why ; all that I think it necessary 
to say is, that my experience leads me to the conclusion that the 
better the medium for spiritual communication, the less fitted is 
he for the ordinary battle of life. I felt certain, whatever the 
control I might get eventually, that there would be an introductory 
part of earth reminiscences, either of the medium about himself, 
or of some poor released spirit still clinging to earth, and who, 
finding conditions suitable, took possession, or tried to take posses
sion, of the apparently vacant tenement, the medium’s body.

Before he went into trance, I happened to remark that he ap
peared strong and able, and that he must exert himself, and not 
allow himself to sink into a state of apathy and despondency, as 
all his sufferings were caused by a hopeless and helpless want of 
ordinary energy. He went into trance, and evidently addressing 
someone he saw clairvoyantly, he said :

“ Strong I yes, I am strong. What are you doing here ? have 
you left the body ? why have you come ? You stand afar off; I 
suppose you cannot get any nearer. He says, ‘ I will bear witness 
to nis strength.’ He is speaking of me. He knows that I know 
him. He is laughing at my white shirt and general respectable 
appearance; he never saw "me clothed like this. When he saw 
me and knew mb, I was clothed with serviceable corduroy trou
sers, a belt round my waist, and a hat and a knot on my head; I 
was as eager for my twopenny or threepenny turn as anyone on 
the quay. I am speaking of Thames Street, and orange carrying. 
He was then one of the most respectable of the Scerfers, or non
freeman. I am referring to him I am looking at; he stands at a 
distance from us; he was not a freeman. He excuses himself, 
but wishes to bear testimony to my capability of performing a 
hard day’s task. He, then, is now what nearly all call dead; to me 
he seems more full of life than ever; he seems to revel in his free
dom ; his heart seems full of joy. It was a hard matter for me, 
while labouring with him, to provide a room to sleep in, and to 
get tbe coarsest food to eat, and yet I had the privilege of freedom. 
How much more so for him was the struggle to live; a struggle to 
be allowed to live. Well, he has got his freedom, there is an end of 
the struggle. Shall I ask him how ? See, he volunteers it Why, 
I declare, his voice has lost its.harshness, there is a ring of happi
ness which I never noticed before. He says he was carrying on 
his back a chest, not a half chest, of oranges, over two hundred 
weight, on the head—a threepence well earned after three hundred 
or four hundred yards had been traversed, and three long flights of 
steps had been mounted; but ha laughs, and says ‘ he never com
pleted tbe journey of the last chest he was carrying over a plank 
leading from the steamer (I am repeating his own words) over the 
barge on to Fresh Wharf; and he remembers the oranges and 
himself being precipitated from the plank on some ironwork, and 
then a crash, and then freedom.’ He nearly belongs to us: the 
very aura of his body clings to him yet. Well, you have given 
testimony to my strength. See, a greater one comes I”

Before I record what the greater one said, I wish to make a few 
remarks on what passed in tbe introductory part of the seance. 
When the medium came to himself, I asked him whether he had 
ever carried oranges from the vessels at Fresh Wharf to the ware
houses in the lanes leading to Thames Street. With some hesitation 
he answered “ Yes.” I then had a few words about freemen and 
scerfers (query serfs), and he told me all about the difference.

Aa business led me next morning to London Bridge, I went down 
to Thames Street, and, at the foot of Fish Street Hill, I met a 
policeman, and I asked him whether an accident had occurred at 
Fresh Wharf a short time back. He described the accident exactly 
as the medium described it. I asked whether the man was 
dead, and the policeman stud he was not dead at noon on the pre
vious day at tbe hospital. I feel satisfied that the poor fellow had 
passed away between noon and 7 p.m., the time of my seance. 
Non-believers may laugh and say, “ What a pretty story he has got 
up to gull you with;” but I say I believe that the medium had 
neithfit seen, heard of, not read a wprd about the accident. T° 
mind thq description above giyeu is one of ths strongest pfflws ot 

Digitizet □ogle



January 23, IffiQ. THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK. 51

how near is the life beyond the grave to the life that is on this side 
of it

When the medium had finished his description concerning his 
old mate, in trance, but not controlled, he said :

“ Oh, how changed. J saw the very room just now, and within 
the room my body was seated and a form I knew; hence there was 
no other world opened to my gaze; but now I am not of earth, for 
my surroundings now are different. My soul seems filled with 
gentleness and solemn awe; how bright and beautiful are the sur
rounding forms 1 see. In their presence I must not kneel, because 
it is forbidden me ; but in tbeir presence I will stand.”

He then went under control and said :
“ Good evening, ‘ Beloved one.’ ‘ Beet Beloved,’ because faith

ful, because just, we would speak to you, for our hopes—thanks 
be to the energy of your spirit—have become your hopes; and we 
hope that this year just opening may become a most marked year 
for the benefit of all God’s creatures: so that, at its ending, the con
fusion of men’s thoughts may cease, or be greatly lessened; that 
the inconsistencies of men’s existence on earth may be weakened, 
and the bond of individual sympathy be established; that the 
invigoration of new principles may make themselves felt, may 
force themselves into a general acknowledgment of their efficiency, 
and that a purer light of truth may shine from one end of the 
world to the other, in place of the narrow creeds and illogical 
doctrines that are now prevailing, and that where our highest 
hopes are in direct antagonism, we may give them in exchange 
for their desolate, dark hopelessness, the glorious mid-day light 
of truth, which shall surely form an encircling band of universal 
brotherhood.

“‘Beloved Steadfast,’ there are many unseen helpers in the 
opening of this year, who, as our hopes teach ub, will be able 
visibly to teach these new doctrines publicly; of these you are 
receiving remembrances of their bodily forms,*  and of the names 
they were known by. Most prominent amongst these is one who 
will come, and in his labours will he side by side with yourself— 
one who has formed a spiritual friendship with one related by 
blood to yourself; the similarity of their pursuits on earth forming 
the cause of that friendship.! Truly may he and others be called 
the messengers of a loving God, pioneers in a great task, bearing of 
themselves and by themselves resistless evidence of their God
given mission, producing sound, unanswerable arguments, by their 
appearance proving the reality of immortality, pourtraying not a 
distant future of consciousness—not teaching a cessation of con
scious life at any time after birth, but an uninterrupted course of 
onward progression. To such labourers as these, to such God-sent 
messengers, you would think that but very little opposition would 
be found, and that the acceptation of their teaching would be 
nearly instantaneously universal; but it will not be so. The 
charge of personification is made now, at this present time, and 
charges of personification will be made then ; but the accumula
tion of startling and convincing facta will ultimately prove too 
strong for opposition, let it come from whatever source it may.

* I am getting a series of portraits, carte de visile size, of many of 
the controlling spirits, all dressed in the appropriate oostume of tbe 
■ei tinnier age when they lived. Tbe following portraits have already 
been given: Newton, Latimer, Marvel, Pope, O'Connell, Wolsey, 
Jeremy Taylor, Pefoe, Sir Thomas Gresham, Roger Bacon, William 
Paon, Walter Raleigh, Isaac Barrow.

t He is referring to Isaac Newton and my ansestor John Michel,

“ You may think, ‘ B-loved one,’ that tbe Church as established, 
and the religious creeds in all nations, will alone impede the truth 
of conscious immortality and the power of spirit-communion. 
Religion will always be an antagonist until universal adoption; 
but another great difficulty will have to be met, and that is the 
distinct national characteristics of men—I mean those character
istics that are so well marked now, causing distrust of one nation 
towards another; a jealousy of any overpowering influence from 
any outside cause. A nation has its people; its people is but a 
mass of individuals. There is your nation, that of France, of 
Spain. There is tbe Turk, the Russian, the Greek; they all have 
distinct characteristics. In fact, the distinction is more marked 
still among tbe uncivilised. Tbe savage tribes of American 
Indians have each their distinct characteristic; and the people 
of the different provinces of that land in which you pass.d so 
many of your years, differ entirely one from each other. Even in 
thia so-called United Kingdom the marked characteristics are still 
the same: the English, the Irish, the Scotch, although using and 
speaking the same language, are still distinct from each other. 
See the Jews, also ; this isolated people, scattered, as they are, in 
every nation under the sun, are a living proof of a distinct national 
character. Each and all strive one with another; and nations, 
like individuals, have hopes, that belong peculiarly to the country 
of their birth—hopes that guide them in their conduct on earth, 
and hopes which remain in their possession on removal from it; 
and it will be these characteristics that the early workers, who 
will appear visible, will have mostly to study. Hence the necessity 
of Goda chosen messengers being of different nationalities, pre
serving all the characteristics of their nation in their future 
ministry. At present, in this, the commencement of the year, 
spirits are manifesting them selves where their administrations are 
but ill understood, so anxious are they to prove to themselves 
their power of communication ; but soon the Mighty Mind of the 
Creator shall allot to each bis task, and soon shall the nations of 
the earth become one great family.

“ Who can look upon that restless, sensitive people of Ireland, 
and not believe in a national characteristic ? Yes, and I refer also 

to the personal character of the Scotch, settled in the north of that 
island. There thrifty industry and perseverance prevail; cleanli
ness and order banish dissatisfaction, and, although the same mal
administration reaches them that reaches the other part, yet no 
delegate with parliamentary honours parades the infant outcome of 
England—America, and by traversing miles, begging for relief; and 
these characteristics have as much to be studied as the charac
teristics either of the more indolent, or the more impetuous; but 
physical laws will become part of the teachings of those whose 
utterances you have recorded, and they will be taught to inter
mingle, with loving sympathy, one with each other, and learn that 
the world was given by a loving God, nnpartitioned and undivided, 
to. all His creatures—to all His immortal children; and then shall 
science work with harmony, and assert that, although, heretofore, 
they have performed their work in darkness, yet that they now 
perceive that they were God’s chosen ones to prepare the formation 
of an universal family. Science has engirdled the world ; science 
has made transit from one nation to another easy and rapid; science 
has prepared all this darkly: this, the way to the grand results 
of our united labours; and soon, our hopes place the time very 
near, instead of the menacing attitude of one nation towards 
another, their peoples, armed with the deadly weapons of warfare, 
ready to fly at each other’s throats: instead of this, an amalgama
tion, thorough and complete, will take place; a time when the 
free and liberty-loving Americans will part with their aversion to 
what they deem to-day the inferior races, and when they become 
pupils of able teachers, they will find their teachings advantageous 
—an advantage accruing from intermingling.

“ The vast empire of the East will find tbeir most potent rulers 
in the half-bred races. They will have the strength of brain of 
tbeir European progenitors, and the capability of bearing with the 
climate, obtained from the mother's side. Already are there 
evidences where such an intermingling has been highly advan
tageous ; and the most muscular and active, and at the same time 
gentle and unassuming, men will be found amongst those who are 
recognised by the name of half-breeds; and these national charac
teristics will, each and all, be met by the chosen teachers—chosen 
with unerring wisdom, chosen for their obedience and gentleness— 
gentleness entirely apart from cowardice—no fawning assent to 
that which is apart from their teaching; a gentleness unwilling 
to part with any truth important for man’s benefit. Endowed 
by God with firm minds; confident in their power of commu
nion : for all these will have communicated to you to prove 
themselves so filled with compassion for the needs of those to 
whom they minister prayerfully, praying that the wants of the 
living ones on earth may be relieved by God in heaven.

“ They will be accompanied with a gentleness approaching to 
meekness—both virtues of such wondrous strength in peculiar 
emergencies: these emergencies will transpire through natural 
characteristics; a gentleness acquired from the realised duty which 
they owe to their living God ; a gentleness arising from a know
ledge of their own condition, tbeir duty to God, and their ministry 
to man; and the chosen pioneers, yourself amongst them, ‘0 
Beloved Steadfast,’ must possess, nay, arm yourselves with this 
gentleness—the gentleness of perseverance, that feels for all that is 
human: backward to inflict the slightest wound; using authority 
with moderation, reproving in tenderness, and granting favours 
with ease and courtesy, aye, and modesty; for in many acts the 
giver is more blessed than he to whom the gift is given; and this 
gentleness, this outward submission to God’s grace and His will, 
gains over to His side those, who, were wrathful feeling exhibited, 
would laugh at Him and His labours, for they would argue, Is this 
God’s work P Are these communications from God ? for God 
speaks through the actions and lives of those who are teaching them; 
tranquility is their possession, and truth is within their gift.

“ Oh, our hopes, ‘ Beloved one,’ are in a quick and speedy ex
pression of God's will and plans on earth; and we pray that soon our 
labours may become consolidated, and that soon each and all will 
be appointed to their different spheres of action, so that all nations 
of the earth may hear the first trumpet's loud sound, arousing them 
to preparation for greater things, provided forthem by their eternal 
Father in heaven. We know, we realise, how far your energetic 
labours are reaching; we know that preachers and teachere of 
the old era are now beginning to think of the truth that you so in
dustriously circulate; and letters, from minds reared under 
different denominations, are reaching you from many counties of 
this island. An impatience, hitherto not in their possession, now 
over-rules them; that which they once took up in contempt now 
arrests their thoughts, and in a measure, sways their minds. Ask 
him who has grasped liberty in a half-hearted manner,ignoring the 
error that was once his faith, namely, that of redemption by the 
blood of an innocent man, blasphemously called a God, and who 
now looks beyond this fable to the universal Ruler of all: ask him 
if his heart has not stirred within him as he turned over the leaves, 
the result of vour labours. Has he not asked himself, Gan these 
things be P He says, ‘Already have I grasped the first-fruits of 
religious thought. Here I teach and preach what is in antagonism 
to that which has been communicated—a communication, or a 
series of communications, bearing on the face of them the stamp 
of truth. If my reason has led me to proclaim the sole and un
broken unity of God, then will I pray to Him to enlighten me and 
aid my reason to the acceptation of the unalterable law of pro
gression ; and that no more shall issue from my lips a judgment fronj 
the living God of perpetual punishment to any immortal soul, so 
that I, too, may realise that God has chosen me as well as others, 
and that the whole county in which I minister shall receive the 
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proofs of my obedience to God’s will, and that children still unborn 
in Cheshire may bless my name.’ And what is one among so many 
that God has chosen ? But who shall describe the reward that 
awaits all that are obedient ? Language cannot express it, the 
brain cannot conceive it; it beggars description, it outstrips the 
most vivid fancy 1 ”

« May God arm you with gentleness for your labours. It is 
your loving guide, the chosen angel of the coming era, who would 
not have the sensitive we are using pray as he does. We might 
find a worthier than him ; a better one might be chosen by God, 
or by us through God’s will. Tell him, my ‘ Beloved Steadfast,’ 
that his weakness is our strength, and that when things look the 
darkest for him, we will raise him up friends on nil sides ; tell 
him that his prayers are stayed on their onward course, and that 
they journey not through the heavens in their course to God, for 
they are prayers of a disobedience to God.”

I here asked whether the person referred to lived at Bowden, 
and was answered—

“ Yes. I mean the Unitarian minister, whose letter you have.”
He then went on saying, that he also would be one of the 

chosen pioneers in the coming era, and would spread the truths of 
a conscious immortality far and wide. After the usual invocation 
of God’s blessing on me snd mine he ceased controlling.

It ie necessary for me to say a few words on the subject of the 
medium and his menial and bodily condition. In his trance-state, 
but not under control, he is praying to be released entirely from 
the body, and is constantly being brought to book for his wishes. 
All the ordinary rules of prudence and action, so necessary in every 
day life, are utterly ignored by him. Small as his earnings are at 
his trade, owing to the general depression, he does not even keep 
bis appointments with me ; sometimes he stays away altogether, 
and can give no reason why : at other times he dawdles on the road. 
I lose my patience, for which I get from time to time a quiet hint 
and a gentle rap on the knuckles from the controlling spirit. The 
hint so prominently brought forward in respect of gentleness is not 
lost upon me. I am fully conscious that the forliter in re is more 
marked than the suaoiter in modo. The hints, though plainly 
given, are so put as, although applying strongly to my own 
temperament, are not given authoritatively. Truly both in spirit
circles and also in this life has God left man’s will free. Man, by 
tbe exercise of this will, consistently with or in opposition to sound 
reason, makes his marked individuality, which ever stands by him, 
until, purged of earth and things earthly, the life-individuality ie 
lost and a heavenly one gained.

To revert to the medium. What “ Tom Paine ” repeated in the 
present Control ha3 often been told to me, viz., that the medium's 
weakness is the controlling spirit's strength. Tbe more I study 
this Movement, the more do i see the truth of the remark; the 
less fitted for the abode of a keen, sharp-witted, worldy spirit, the 
body of the sensitive may be, the more fitted is it for the utter
ances through its lipa of high and mighty truths; unfortunately, 
however, the same aptitude for good is equally so for evil, and a 
first-class medium who, from choice or necessity, attends at 
seanceB surrounded by evil speakers, evil workers, liars, and slan
derers, and mischief-makers, with their spiritual surroundings, 
possessing like attributes, must not be astonished to find himself 
m trouble. True Spiritualism would not allow a medium to be 
subjected to these crises. It ie only a pseudo-sensational Spiritual
ism that indulges in these raree-shows which have caused, and will 
cause, if persevered in, so much trouble to those who are un
fortunate enough to be sensitives. It is not every one who can 
afford to keep a medium solely to himself, and even of those who 
are able to afford it, few have either time or inclination to follow 
tbe Movement closely enough to make the play worth the candle ; 
but I think there ought to be no difficulty in finding a circle of 
fifteen or twenty right-thinking persons, who, whether present or 
absent, contributed weekly towards the support of a medium, who 
should sit with none but themselves. Spiritual conditions have 
Dever been properly studied. Pasted windows, tortuous bind
ings, locked doors, and the other usual supposed safeguards against 
trick, are of no avail. The unseen power, that can pass matter 
through matter, laughs at lashings, locks, and the paraphernalia of 
modern seances. The condition required for a good seance is the 
condition, not of medium alone, but of sitters. A good aud kindly 
life, with a due regard to your neighbour and yourself, will invite 
corresponding surroundings; but suspicious thoughts, unkindly 
feeling, and a desire to expose trick, will always find correspond
ing spirit-surroundings ever ready to do mischief. The outcome 
of the seance is the reflex of tbe sitter’s mind with the medium 
best fitted for the work.

A CASE OF MESMERIC HEALING.
To Mr. Younger, Mesmerio Healer.—Sir,—I herewith enclose you 

the following testimonial, of whioh you are at liberty to make whatever 
use you please.

I have great pleasure in testifying to the wonderful mesmeric healing 
power with whioh Mr, D. Younger, of Moscow Road, Bayswater, is en
dowed. X wont to him with a disabled hand, having seriously injured 
one of the prinoipal nerves, rendering my right hand useless to me, also 
Buffering great pain, especially in tbe two middle fingers. Mr. Younger 
soon relieved tbe pain, and, after four visits, I am happy to say tbe use 
of my hand is quite restored to me again, although at one time I 
despaired of using it any more —Yours respectfully,

William J. Shaw, Lamp Manufacturer.
2°, Haokncg Road, London.

HINTS FOE INEXPERIENCED INVESTIGATORS, AND A 
DEFENCE OF TABLE-CIBOLES AND PHYSICAL PHE
NOMENA.
Dear Mr. Editor,—For some time I have entertained a hope of 

seeing something more advanoed than the instructions for table- 
rapping*  usually published as “ Bules and Conditions for the Spirit- 
oirclo,” whioh I venture to say, do not present the subject under a 
favourable aspeot, and which people of ordinary intelligence, upon 
reading, might probably express their opinion: If this be Spiritualism, 
it does not appear to be a thing so muon to be desired as to induce me 
to waste much time over a table. However, many have doubtless sat 
it out until convinced the thing was inexplicable, or an intelligence was 
exercised apart from themselves.

* We have looked at these “ Rules’5 that appear in the Medium, and 
think our correspondent has not been alluding to them, as his remarks 
misrepresent their teaching in an unmistakable manner. The “Rules ” 
do not imply that the sitters are to sit long at the table. Success 
may occur the first time, but we have known splendid circles which 
sat three months before the slightest manifestation occurred. It is 
not the table that is looked to, but the spirits who are expected to 
manifest through it. The “Rules” are not limited to table-rapping, oa 
our correspondent, insinuates, but they include nearly all the pheno
mena ; and include, in addition, the worship of God. “ Ski ”is continually- 
telling sitters at Mrs. Billing’s circles what gifts they have, and at the 
same time be tells them to sit at a table, and in the dark. There is a. 
curiouB superstition in s< me minds against darkness, as if darkness 
and light were not equally divided upon the face of the earth. Ti.is 
letter is altogether a perverse and contradictory affair, but ns many
readers may lcnow no more than the writer of it, we give it place, 
with a few remarks. We will gladly hail any improvement on tlse 
means of circle-bolding which may be forthcoming.—En. M.

And possibly a few small scenes have been endured by those having 
trance mediums controlled amongst them, when unfortunately their 
knowledge of the subject was limited to table manifestations.

I am reminded of being some years ago, where a company was seated, 
attempting to magnetise a table. One of those present being a tranoe- 
medium, who, upon being controlled, made the inquiry, “ Could they 
not worship God except through a table?” This appeared suggestive 
of desiring them to appeal to something higher than the table, which, 
with its usual accompaniments, appears to have been the daily bread 
kept in view by many in the past. In the future, I think, we might 
offer a more spiritual sustenanoe for progressive minds.

Would it not be an advantage to induce inquirers to visit the meetings 
and, where possible, acquaint them with their spiritual gifts? Knowing 
this, they will, to some extent, be prepared what to expect.

And if desirous of using such gifts for a good purpose, I have an 
opinion they could be exercised, in many cases, with a smaller amount 
of developing and table-sitting than is generally considered requisite for 
such attainment.

Believing the spirit-world prepared and desirous of something more 
elevating than table-rapping or seances in total darkness, and knowing 
many of your readers to be qualified for improving upon the present 
rules, I would beg to suggest the desirability of their so doing.—I am, 
dear Sir, yours fraternally, S. S. C.

REMARKS OX THE ABOVE LETTER.

Our correspondent is evidently somewhat of an " inexperienced 
investigator,” and should not have been so bold to assume the 
position of leader, for he mixes up two things which are altogether 
different. “ The Rules and Conditions of the Spirit-Circle ” do 
not profess to be an exposition of what Spiritualism is, nor would 
any sensible person on reading such “ rules ” be at all likely to use 
the exclamation which our correspondent puts into the mouth of a 
man of straw. It is not the “table” that tbe “time is wasted 
over,” but it is spirit-communion that is being attempted: and 
those who think tbe realisation worth the trouble have not be
grudged many evenings, extending over months and years, to secure 
that inestimable boon.

The mistake which our correspondent makes is in confounding 
spiritual manifestation with spirit-culture, or the phenomena of 
spirit-intercourse with the grandeur and destiny of the human 
spirit; and yet every point in these “ Rules ” leads up to that 
spiritual grandeur and destiny, being, indeed, the alphabet by which 
those who have no belief in or consciousness of spirit may demon
strate to themselves that the spirit survives the dissolution of tbe 
body, and can make itself recognised to those still in the flesh. 
That the adoption of these “ RuleB ” will have this desirable result, 
in every case in which the sitters are suitable, is a certainty. At 
the same time these same “ Rules ” point out that every group of 
persons who make the experiment will not succeed. The “ Rules ” 
aro, therefore, strictly true to what they profess to be, with precision 
which approaches scientific demonstration.

Will our correspondent te'.l the “ inquirer ” where he will go to 
have his “ spiritual gifts ” delineated ? and without a demonstration 
of the truth of the statement how much use it will be to him P 
After all, would he not have to fall back upon the spirit-circle, or 
some other practical means of manifestation, to call that gift into 
exercise ? Tbe close circle round a table is not the best form of 
development for all mediums, if tbe circle be a mixed odb. But 
at the Bame time we know for a fact that the grandest and highest 
mediums in our Movement at first became aware of their medium
ship by such sittings, and suffered none thereby. The great danger 
is in being associated with improper sitters. Our correspondeut 
very unreasonably insinuates that because all who sit in that way- 
do not succeed, that tbe “ Rules ” are therefore to blame !

It is also another gross mistake to assume that joining a circle 
to satisfy oneself that Spiritual existence is a fact is the worship 
of God. It ie no more the worship of God than going to a tele
graph office to become acquainted with the secrets of the electric 
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telegraph is the worship of God. In fact, they are both systems 
of telegraphy; and as the batteries are ourselves who sit, it is 
evident that the group who have the beet fluids for the purpose 
will have the greatest success. If all present were clairvoyants 
and dairandients, there would be no use for the table movements. 
Just as if all our friends lived within speaking distance, we would 
not require to telegraph to them when we desired to communicate 
with them without loss of time.

Further, spirit-communion by any one means is just as 
“elevating” as by any other means. Is a man degraded by 
receiving or sending a telegram ? On the other band, is there 
not much more terse sense and absence of that which is reprehen
sible in telegrams than there is in long-winded word-or-mouth 
communications? Our correspondent may believe us when we 
tell him that we have seen tables under spirit-influence wag in a 
much more “elevating” and edifying manner than some folks’ 
tongues and pens do.

To the thinking mind there is nothing in nature more deeply 
impressive than the ordinary physical phenomena of the table
moving. In these movements, especially when made the vehicles 
of personal intelligence from those who have left this plane, they 
convey, in the fullest manner, the whole philosophy of Spiritualism 
—the transcendent and imperishable importance of mind over 
matter—the indisputable fact that that which we see is merely the 
rhadow and outcome of that which it, yet invisible. We wish 
there was much more attention given to table movements in the 
present stage of the Movement. There is a morbid craving for 
“higher phenomena” and “wonderful gifts,” and a lamentable 
disregard of that eelf-helpful process by which millions of investi
gators have become genuine Spiritualists in that, instead of 
speculating upon “ gifts,” they have sat down to the table and 
solved far mightier problems for themselves.

It is a good thing that the disposal of these extraordinary and 
instructive phenomena has not been left to captious mortals. The 
spirit-world, in accordance with the laws of man’s spiritual develop
ment, has given a most honourable place to these physical mani
festations. Let us accept them with thanks, and learn how to 
make a good use of them. In so doing we most truly worship 
God, not with hollow professions and lip-service, but by putting 
to the best use those blessings He has kindly placed within our 
reach.
, There is much cant about that which is “ elevating.” To tho 
pure all things are pure, and to the wise all things, however 
simple, teach wisdom. Nothing tends so much to degrade our 
beautiful apirifr-intercourse than picking flaws in its various forms 
of manifestation. Let us give thanks for all things, or remain 
silent till we are in a condition to do so, otherwise our immature 
utterances will have a demoralising effect on those who hear as 
well as on ourselves.

When men have begun with the “object lessons”—which the 
spirit-world has put into their hands, as kind parents do to little 
children—then further steps can be taken. The order of spiritual 
teachers supplement the phenomena of the spirit-circle. As in 
ordinary life, there is conversation with our friends, and the culture 
of our own minds, so in Spiritualism there is the communion with 
spirits and the cultivation of our own spirits. The cultivated 
nund can hold conversation far more extensively and enjoyably 
than the uncultivated mind, and the cultivated or developed 
spirit can communicate with the spirit-world to a much higher and 
more satisfactory extent than the person of a low spiritual state. 
Bat we have to take men in the state in which we find them. 
Therefore let us not decry those means that enable the spirit-world 
to make an advance to all classes of men, showing that the 
Father is equally thoughtful of all His children.

'THE TABLE.
In speaking of table-moving as the highest and most convincing 

phenomenon in Spiritualism, to which reference was made in a 
previous article, we find that the table has been celebrated in the 
far back antiquity, and was so much revered, that tables were 
made of gold. Herodotus informs us that in the lofty tower of 
Helus in Babylon there was a consecrated room upon the summit, 
in which was an oracular golden table, and here a woman of priestly 
office stayed each night to obtain information from the presiding 
deity. At Thebes in Egypt and other Eastern temples the same 
kind of information was given through the table in ancient times, 
and no doubt it was of a most interesting description. We can 
refer to information received through the table in our experience 
of matters which were hidden in mystery. We are of the opinion 
that no Spiritualist society should be without its table if it wish 
to obtain advancement in Spiritualism.

There are difficulties in the way, we know, but difficulties can be 
overcome by patient perseverance. We do not attach much im
portance to all the rules laid down for “ spirit-circles.” They are 
good for general directions, but not for a hard and fast line to the 
extinction of all others. In our experience we have seen the best 
manifestations when there have been the least pre-arrangements and 
preparations for sitting, and no thought of who should sit and who 
should not sit. An easy, passive mind seems to be the best state of 
feeling to be in, both before and at the time of sitting. Develop
ing circles require the same sitters, but every society should have, 
in my opinion, what is generally called a “ promiscuous circle.” 
Many objections have been made to this, and perhaps to this fore
gone conclusion is owing the neglect of spiritual circles for some 
time in Lirerpoot Many have asked the question, What good are 
thyf To nit with a promiscuous company you get no satisfaction;

the results are often confusion and disappointment We admit 
that this is often the case, but have not all Spiritualists had to 
grapple with these things, the conquering of which has given them 
a triumphant satisfaction, and rewarded them with the joyous 
thought that they have succeeded ? We have no faith in the pros- 
>erity of any society which would keep closed doors to inquirers 

into Spiritualism, and this will always necessitate promiscuous 
gatherings. Let as many inquirers in as will fill our seance-rooms, 
:’or who can tell whether thiB man or that woman may be affected 
by spirit-power, and become mediums of some sort or other P Mr. 
Morse, in a little book he has published, the title of which is 
“ Leaves from My Life,” gives a very curious detail of the first 
seance he went to—how he felt, &c. Had Mr. Oogman refused 
him admission, and told him his attendance would make their 
seance a “promiscuous” one, and that they would have no good 
results if he were admitted,—had that been so, Mr. Morte might 
never have been a medium. We advocate not only a broad and 
open platform, but free and open seances and spirit-circles. We 
love the principle that will admit al), and invite “ all to partake of 
the waters of life freely.” John Chapman.

10, Dunkeld Street, Liverpool.

WLkT IS THE NATURE OF SPIRIT LIGHTS ?
“ Owd Jonathan ” says he was at a dark seance recently where 

voices were heard much like that of the medium; touches with 
hands were felt, but the sitters were not allowed to “ grab,” and 
lights were seen, but the atmosphere of the room smelled strongly 
of the fumes of phosphorus. He asks, Has it occurred in our expe
rience that genuine spirit-lights have had this phosphoric smell ? 
We have observed dinerent kinds of spirit-lights. Some were of a 
red colour, and some were of a pure white colour. All these lights 
are more or less physical—that is, they are the result of physical 
elements gathered from the medium or sitters, and presented to 
the company in a luminous condition. They are no doubt derived 
from the brain and nervous system of persons of certain tempera
mental peculiarities; and it is found that those who are thus drawn 
on feel light-headed, weak, and unable to control the nervous sys
tem after the sitting is over. The human body, particularly the 
brain and the tissues, contain phosphorus, and this may be drawn 
out and used for the production of these lights. The white lights 
are smaller, and generally more active in their movements. They 
may be the result of some combination of elements which are ob
tained, to a greater degree, independent of the human body. The 
exhibition of them does not appear to be so weakening as the 
more lurid lights, and they occur generally in circles where the 
conditions are good. As far as our experience goes, they are a 
“ higher,” or more spiritual manifestation.

As to the smell of these lights, our memory does not serve us, 
though we have witnessed them many times. About seven years 
ago, when Herne and Williams first had the materialisation of 
“ John King” and other spirits, we have seen, in a private seance 
with these mediums, at one time four full-form spirits materialised 
and showing themselves in a dark room by phosphorescent light, 
which the spirits produced on the palms of their hands, and, being 
diffused or radiated therefrom, lighted up their bodies and sur
rounding objects. “ Katie King,” the elder, came close to the 
writer, put her light over and under her dress to show its texture, 
and we do not remember perceiving any smell. Had all the light 
witnessed on that occasion been from phosphorus, the smell must 
have been overpowering. Some of the spirits were floating over 
our heads, illuminating themselves and the ceiling, talking to one 
another and to the circle, and playing a concertina, which they 
threw to one another repeatedly across the room. These were, in
deed, gigantic manifestations, produced while the mediums were 
in the grip of the sitters—such manifestations as cannot be seen 
anywhere nowadays. The power of mediums has been deteriorated 
by much and indiscriminate sitting, but that circle was composed 
almost wholly of mediums, in addition to those excellent mediums, 
Herne and Williams, then in their early prime.

Some time ago we were present at a seance where a female 
medium was controlled to give these spirit-lights. The circle was 
badly constituted. The conditions were bad, yet there was a 
considerable degree of “ power,” such as it was. The medium is a 
bulky person, and is a circle in herself. The lights on that occasion 
were large and smoky-looking, and there was quite a perceptible 
smell of phosphorus. Some persons present thought these lights 
were the result of trick; but others, who hod sat with the medium 
frequently in private circles, and had seen the same thing often, 
were well satisfied. We were convinced that the manifestation 
was genuine; for after each emission of the light, the medium 
burst out in an hysterical manner, as if the nervous system were 
terribly unstrung. Before the lights appeared there was a calm, 
and at other times low, costermonger-kina of spirits were singing 
rollicking songs through the entranced medium. Each emission of 
these lights produced a still more hysterical paroxysm on the part 
of the medium, till the exhibition became so painful that we had 
to retire.

These lights were genuine ; but what were they P Some low 
spirits having but little regard for human life had hold of the poor 
medium, and her life-force was being wrung from her and scattered 
on the table as a spiritual manifestation. It is such ignorant and 
disgusting proceedings that ruin mediums and bring the proper 
investigation of these phenomena into disrepute. No intelligent 
purpose was displayed; only repeated convulsions of the medium’s 
nervous system, and a wicked expenditure of life-force.
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We ask “ Owd Jonathan ” and all intelligent investigators to put 
down their foot sternly on all this kind of thing. Let us have 
some faint glimmerings of knowledge, some noble purpose in all 
these things. When spirit-communion is attempted on such a 
suicidal plane, no good spirits can be expected to take part therein; 
and if they will, as an amusement, suck the life out of their 
mediums, they will not scruple to fool the spectators. These 
luminous phenomena should be kindly investigated by fitting and 
experienced sitters, and tbe medium and controlling spirits en
lightened as to what kind of work they have in hand. We sit in 
dark seancee several times a week, and must say that we gather no 
evil from darkness. The spirit-world can come closer to organic 
rature in a subdued light or darkness. Do not let ns sit at all if 
the influences be bad; butfif they be good, the darkness will 
enable them to benefit us more: that is, not intellectually, but 
sympathetically. The gTeat evil is spiritual darkness, which is just 
as rampant in physical light as in the absence of it. Where there 
is the inner lignt of the spirit it cannot be dark to the sonl of man. 
Do we not all lie down in our beds in the dark nightly, and do we 
not feel that, through the God-appointed guardians of our rest, we 
are safer than when we sre bustling about amongst our fellows during 
the day ? If we fear aught when in the darkness of our rooms, 
it is not spirits, but humans, who may happen to break in upon us.

Why then this superstitious dread of darkness ? A short cate- 
ohism, for the use of intending sitters in such circles, might be in
troduced with propriety. A sitter objects to the darknass: he is 
asked, Why ? He replies that he is afraid that someone may im
pose on him. Then he is not a fit and proper person for that circle. 
Neither in light nor in darkness should any person sit, except 
where there is perfect harmony of mind and mutual confidence. 
Nor should any medium sit for a circle unless that medium has a 
power of manifestation to dispel any little pardonable doubts which 
may arise in the minds of the sitters ; in short, the manifestations 
should be Belf-evident. To be jambed into a dark place, where 
you have no confidence in the medium or those around you, and 
be told to accept a certain construction put upon results, without 
any attempt at demonstration, is sheer folly. It is placing mediums 
and sitters in this false position that leads to such grabbings which, 
unfortunately, never prove anything to the deep thinker.

There are two evils to be put down. First, mediums are placed 
before ciroles without the necessary medial power to give satis
faction to those circles. Let all such mediums remain in the de
veloping circle till they are able to do outside work with satisfaction, 
and let them be careful to undertake only such circles as they feel 
their degree of power will give satisfaction in. Secondly, allow 
the developing circle gradually to become an educational circle by 
the introduction of fit sitters, and none others. This will prevent 
the second evil. There will then be success every time, and the 
spirits will have hold of the long end of the lever, and be able to 
do that which is their mission ; but as it is too often arranged now, 
the spirits have the short end of the lever, and they are entirely at 
tbe mercy of a pumped-out and undeveloped medium, improper 
sitters, and other “ conditions.”

This is much too slow a course for some people. It will not 
convert the world fast enough for them. Some of the world's 
children are being “ converted ” too rapidly. There are a quantity 
of people in Spiritualism, that it would be much better for the 
Cause, if they were as yet in ignorance of its existence. When 
bad people are introduced, they are not improved, but only have 
a new means of working evil. We do not want a majority of 
unspiritual Spiritualists. We want a minority, for such it must 
be, of spiritual Spiritualists. A good sixpence will go farther 
in tbe market than a bad half-crown. Let us see, then, what kind 
of “ metal ” we make our Spiritualists of, for the “ guinea stamp ’’ 
will not turn base metal into gold.

The beBt thing we can do for the public is to supply information 
about Spiritualism freely, and then they will use it as they 
individually see fit. The “ Investigator ” may form his circles, 
and act as he pleases: he will either succeed or abandon the 
thing in disgust. This is a very different matter from allow
ing him to run riot in a well-developed circle. Proceedings 
which may be engaged in with impunity by the novice, would de
stroy the highly-developed and experienced sitter, and the medium 
who can, with safety or even benefit, submit to conditions and 
manifestations at one period of mediumship may not be able to do 
so at another. The truth must be constantly kept iu view that, of 
all things, spirit-communion is essentially progressive. To adopt 
any stand-still method as a standard of excellence is ruinouB. If 
the sitter or medium be not going forwards nnd upwards, then he is 
going downwards and backwards. The ranks of Spiritualism, then, 
involve the idea of successive waves of adherents; the front rank 
continually going forward till they merge into the spiritual realm 
at the dissolution of the body, and wave upon wave following them 
till we come to the crude novice, who has yet to learn his first les
son in spiritual things. While the ignorant will consent to follow 
the wise the matter is all right, but unfortunately the parties will 
not at all times elect to have it so, and we have the lamentable 
spectacle of the crudest of crude dabblers giving themselves 
“ national ” airs and spiritual titles, by which the ranks of Spiri
tualism are led backwards to primal chaos, and disgrace and dis
aster are brought upon the whole Movement.

The investigation of the subject now enters on a new phase. 
The question with those who call themselves “ Spiritualists ” is 
not, DO these phenomena occur? IS spirit-communion a fact? 
Leave these matters to “ investigators ” to find out in their own 
way. It is the work of Spiritualists to throw light on the facts 
ana phenomena that they have already discovered, and this they 

must do in circles adapted for the purpose, and from which those 
who are simply looking to see if there be "anything in it" must be 
excluded.

And now in conclusion let us revert to the question propounded 
by “ Owd Jonathan ”: Can any of our readers tell us something 
about the origin, nature, and effects on the medium of these 
“spirit-lights”? We are aware that there are Spiritualists who 
can treat this subject much better than we can do, and from them 
we crave some instruction. There are some minds deeply versed 
in these matters who have not the literary faculty; but if the 
facts be communicated to us in any form, we will put them in 
shape for printing.

EXPOSE CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMENTS.
Is it not generally understood that the Pentateuch is a finished 

work? Notwithstanding, the book of Levy-ticus had an additional 
chapter added to it in the Daily Telegraph of January 13, on the 
seizure of a medium. That the fact in question should justify the 
abuse of that writer, is no more reasonable than to imply that, 
because his article is a highly improper and misleading one, there
fore all newspaper-reading is nonsense, and to be received in oppo
sition to the drift of its argument. Why does not the Daily 
Telegraph take its own advice, and pity “ the victims of the spiri
tualistic craze ” ? but the writer is equally inconsistent with him
self, as he is at fault on every point on which he touches his 
subject. We may remark that those in madhouses who " hear 
voices” are not Spiritualists; but persons whom the Creator has 
given the faculty of “ hearing voices,” and, in gross ignorance of 
the nature of clairaudience, the real “ impostors” and quacks of 
this age—the materialistic medical’faculty, consign them to mad
ness-mongers—a class of dangerous adventurers, to whom the 
“ professional Spiritualists,” though a thousand times increased in 
number, could not begin to equal for mischief. If Spiritualism 
were understood, there would be no voice-hearing patients in 
madhouses. Then the writer says, persons " bowed down with 
grief are apt to be persuaded ” that their deceased relatives mani
fest at seances. We have never seen anyone at a seance “ bowed 
down with grief;” nor have we ever seen anyone try to persuade 
sitters that such-and-such spirits were their deceased relatives. 
Sitters cheerfully acknowledge that their spirit-friends manifest 
when they have been able to recognise them—a task which no 
person is capable of doing but themselves. “ Recognised Re
ligions” are not impostures, Bays the Daily Telegraph logician; no, 
not to those who “ recognise ” them; but creeds in their ineeption 
all have had to pass through the volley of rotten eggs now flung at 
Spiritualism by servile scribblers, and when these creeds become 
deteriorated by the vulgar patronage of speculating newspapers, 
then they, as a final treatment, are subjected to further rough 
handling. The superstition of to-day is the creod of to-morrow, 
and then it will of course be lauded by all who, like the present 
mercenary vilifiera of Spiritualism, in attacking the administrators 
of that department of human inquiry for unfaithfulness, really 
lift a stone to break their own heads.

To the Editor.—Dear Sir,—Your very excellent article this week—re 
the exposure of Mrs. Corner—has given me more pleasure than I can 
well express. The strange thing in life to me is, that others have not 
tbe ability or receptivity to grasp tbe truth and beauty of the matter 
therein contained. Yet I am painfully conscious of tbe fact that there 
aro many minds—minds of the materialistic type—who regard such a 
masterly exposition as utterances of one demented. They will not— 
they cannot, accept any explanation that is not amenable to the action 
of a knife or to the test of weights and scales. Such, I have no doubt, 
were the Spartan three—the lofty-named “spirit-catchers,’’ who, in their 
pride (soon to be brought low), think that Spiritualism has received at 
their hands its death-blow. But steady ! Let'us strive, in spite of the 
suffering this unfortunate affair subjects us to, to deal with them ten
derly and in a conciliatory spirit, as being men who only acted up to 
the highest dictates of their natures.

Advise them in a friendly manner to disband their forces, and if they 
are really seeking after truth, to stparalely attend seances in future. 
And let them be careful to search for good mon and women as sitters 
rather than wise ones: for it too often happens that those who are 
acquainted with a multitude of facts are spiritually quite undeveloped.

Meanwhile, let us, dear Sir, bear our cross in patienoe, knowing that 
thousands of tbe unseen (so-called) dead are daily profited by the influ
ence of a noble example.

In faith, and in the hope of a speedy deliverance from these trials, I 
remain, yours truly, T. C. E.

A will-known I’ZN writes:— “You struck tbe right chord in your 
leoture on tbe late affair at Great Russell Street. Surely * research 
committees ’ and their implied (self-constituted) importance will now 
be estimated at their true value—nil! Spirit-grabbing is the co-relative 
of tape-tjing, Ac., and until spirit-power is recognised, and only 
spiritual-minded persons permitted to enter within this shekinah, these 
soandalous episodes will occur. Misguided folk can’t see that the new 
angel comes with a * Behold I make all things new!' All notions of 
zeal and * converting ’ people must go by the board. Souls will be 
saved and people brought in just as they are prepared, and not before ; 
and we leave the time, and state, and person to those who are behind 
the soenes—tbe right men are in their right plaoe.”

“ A-. T. T. P.,” writes :—“I must compliment you on that address of 
yours. Previous to reading that I had intended to bare * blown off * in 
that direction. You have taken the wind out of my sails. The guide 
for seanoee should be, 1 teat your sitters, not your mediums!’ Do not 
make Spiritualism a. raree show for enthusiastic fools or sceptiostl 
rogues. It has a higher miseion. Do not leave the subject alone.
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CAPTURE OF A SPIRIT OF IGNORANCE. 
To the Editor Northern Evening Express.

Str,—Of *11  verdant men, tbe advene critics of the phenomena of 
Modern Spiritoaliem appear to be tbe most verdant, credulous, and 
torighted.

A writer in tbe Times, another in the Daily Telegraph, and a third in 
the Northern Evening and Daily Express, under the nom deplume of 
Novocaetrian, r ■ ■» eaoh and all rejoicing over what has been termed tbe 
entura of a spirit, but which is, in reality, the capture of a medium in 
white robes.

The whole of the writers in the papers in question appear to be 
oblivious of tbe fact that every intelligent Spiritualist in tbe world, who 
has bad experience in materialisations, is always on the alert—contriving 
tests to prevent or check the very result which is recorded to have taken 
place in London recently.

No cautions Bpirjtnalist accepts the reality of materialisation unless 
the phenomena are produoed under such conditions as to render per
sonation by the medium apparently impossible.

AU Spiritualists know, as a phenomenon of familiar and ten thou
sand times repeated ooourreuoe, that tying and screwing are of no prac
tical value so far as securing mediums is concerned, inasmuch as the 
intelligences by whom tbe mediums are accompanied have the power or 
instantly releasing them from bonds, and have also the power or un
screwing fastenings which are entirely beyond the normal power and 
control of all ordinarily-organised and non-modiumisfio people.

This may appear to be tbe veriest absurdity to the uninitiated, but 
to the initiated it is tbe veriest common-place, and of frequent Oc
currence.

Mediums may, to all human appearance, be securely fastened in a 
dosed recess, and yet a materialised form resembling the medium may 
walk out from tbe enclosure while tbe medium is within, or, on the 
other band, the medium released by a materialised form may be draped 
in white raiment and be brought out automatically and unconsoiously 
to personate a ghost. Both tbe personation and the reality are pheno
mena of frequent oocurrenoe.

Tbe only justification that any cautious inquirer has for receiving as 
real the materialisation of human forms is when the forms wbioh make 
their appearance are much taller or much shorter than tbe medium 
and are bulky in proportion to their height, or when the medium is 
visibly sitting io the open room and tbe forma walk out of an empty 
reoees, or when the medium is in the open room in good light, when no 
cabinet or cover of any kind is used, and when tbe forms grow up 
from apparent nothingness in the middle of the room, and, when pre
sent, walk, answer questions, and conduct themselves aa ordinary 
persons.

The whole of these phenomena I have seen under tbe most crucial 
drcmDatanees; similar phenomena have been witnessed by thousands of 
credible witnesses, and the result is that, notwithstanding ocoaaional 
ao-ealled exposures, which are iu reality only exposures of popular 
ignorance, and rabid leaders in leading papers, not a single well-informed 
Spiritualist ie in the slightest degree shaken in his convictions as to tbe 
reality and genuineness of tbe general phenomena.—I am, Ao.,

Nneeastle-on-Tyne, Jan. 15, 18a0. T. P. Barkas.

OBITUARY.
Miss Euphemia Dickson

“On Tuesday, January 20, at 4.45 a.m., passed to spirit-life, in 
full assurance of God's love, and the guardianship of Ilis holy ones, 
Euphemia Dickson, Mere Angela, 19, Leamington Riad Villas, 
Westbourne Park, W., London.”

Such is the notice which has been sent to us of tbe passing away 
of one of the most devoted Spiritualists which this Gause has called 
into activity. Like the Spiritualists of other days, our friend had 
an abiding faith in that real and inner world, of which she felt 
herself to be an expression on the mortal plane ; and, in accordance 
with that conviction, she devoted herself to Spiritual duties and 
iwponsibilities, as a good mother would to her young children. 
There are, indeed, true motherly souls who have never borne chil
dren into this mortal realm, and Miss Euphemia was one of them. 
LAke all true mothers, she did not give a mere passing alms to the 
needy dependents upon her bounty, but she made their cause her 
own, and interested herself with aid and advice, which possibly 
anight not at all times be appreciated, but which was none the less 
poxe and earnest on the part of the giver. There are many who, 
in looking back on the past, will see in the acts of the departed 
Mb. much that distance lends a species of spiritual enchantment 
to. Tiie strongly-individualised woman is lost in the blaze of 
gloTy which proceeds from the Angel which she on earth enshrouded.

She was indeed a mother in our little Israel of modern days. 
The impulse of the angel-world acted upon her ’weak, nervous 
~fnune, and while it might be that she was herself in great suffer
ing’, yet, through the chinks of the failing earthly mansion would 
gisiaw the radiance of celestial light. Ah, how little we are 
understood and appreciated when struggling to give expression to 
the spirit through the weak, earthly instrument; and this good 
aster, though her words were heard by few, and possibly were 
understood to the full by fewer still, yet her ACTS as a 
Spiritualist have had the most important bearing on the history 
of Spiritualism in this country. We will only mentiou two cases.

Tim years ago, when the first weekin April comesround.it became 
nte imperative part of our duty to transform the monthly Daybreak 
into the weekly Medium and Daybreak. From this responsility 
we shrank till the last moment. We felt that tho ability required to 
ntmdact the leading organ in this great movement was more than 
mn dared profess to lay claim to; and as for means: we were at the 
time newly established in our present premises, loaded with 
uaapneibihtiee, till our shoulders seemed unable to bear another 
■Mtesi'i wuigrht. We had, spiritually given assent to take up the 
MaaMsmosad-upon us, and resolved to go on with the work if a 
■Mtariu way opened, Juat at the time when it was absolutely

------------- 'S 

necessary either to go forward or give up the attempt, Miss 
Euphemia Dickson came in and laid a five-pound-note on Hie 
counter for the use of the Cause, in any way which might be 
necessary ; and that five-pound-note was the indispensable means 
used in printing No. 1 of the Medium and Daybreak. We have 
always regarded that disinterested servant of the spirit-world as 
the mother of this paper, and if the reader, who rejoices in the 
existence of the Medium as a means of doing spiritual work, will 
givo honour to whom honour ie due, a large share of that honour 
will justly devolve upon the noble spirit of whom these remarks 
are now written.

It has been a spiritual work from the beginning, and, as out of 
the manger, as it were, the infant organ was brought into being 
through the mediation of our maiden sister, so it has been sus
tained ; and we hope now that the original seed has fallen into 
the spiritual soil, that many will spring up to extend the Order of 
Spiritual Workers, of which Miss Euphemia was the type. It is 
woman’s noble, unselfish heart that is required in Spiritualism; 
then man-made philosophies and materialistic methods might be 
left to take care of themselves.

The other instance we shall now mention of the deceased lady’s 
spiritual work was the bringing out on the public platform of Mrs. 
Cora L. V. Tappan in London.

Mrs. Tappan presented herself at the Spiritual Institution so 
emaciated in form and bodily weak, that it was with difficulty she 
could be helped up-stairs. She lay down and had a long rest before 
she could take part in the reception which had been got up for her 
in the evening. Dr. Sexton was in the chair. Miss Euphemia 
Dickson, her relative, Mr. Slater, and other well-known Spiritual
ists were present. A resolution of welcome was passed by the 
meeting to the honoured guest of the evening, and a clause was 
inserted expressing a hope that she might be made useful in the 
work in this country. That clause was being shelved by the meet
ing, when the writer enlarged upon it, and pressed it home upon 
his hearers. Dr. Sexton was at that time giving a successful series 
of lectures at Cavendish Rooms—‘‘Spirit-Mediums and Conjurers” 
beingone of them—and as the introduction of Mrs. Tappan meant the 
supersession of himself, he was not in favourof the project At last Mr. 
Slater was entranced, and his guides warmly espoused the propo
sal to bring Mrs. Tappan before the public. Notwithstanding the 
minority on the proposal which the meeting presented, the writer 
took out his pocket-book and opened a subscription list, which was 
generously headed by the lady who has now passed from amongst 
us, and it was under the management of herself, Mr. Slater, and 
Mr. Burns, that those first meetings addressed by Mrs. Tappan 
were got up—no hall being large enough—the grandest succcese 
of the kind that has ever been witnessed in the history of Spiri
tualism in this country.

Notwithstanding the adverse vote of majorities, spiritual work 
must always be done by spiritually-fitted and spiritually-inspired 
workers, of whom Miss Euphemia Dickson was one. These two 
great events, in which her influence was so marked, indicate the 
pivotal position she occupied in spiritual dynamics, and though she 
had done nothing more, these would outweigh by far the restless 
fuss of some who make much more noise, but of the fruits of 
whose labour little is seen.

Readers of the Medium : May we all unite in kindly spiritual 
aspirations towards our benefactress, who has gone to her reward. 
Her work for us is not yet finished. Her influence will be felt in 
our councils yet; aud those, who, of their spiritual abundance, 
make her an offering of love, will have it returned to them a hun
dredfold.

CLAIRVOYANCE AND CRIMES AND CASUALTIES.
The newspapers stated that a clairvoyant had been used to point 

out the position of the bodies at the scene of the Tay Bridge 
calamity, as suggested by Dr. Morrison in these columns, two weeks 
ago ; and now we have several correspondents suggesting that some 
clairvoyant should, by procuring a lock of the girl's hair, or other 
object, endeavour to unravel the mystery of the Harpurhey 
murder, Manchester. The only difficulty involved in the latter 
CAee is the one of punishment, which is always administered with 
the most salutary effect when left in the hands of “ Providence.” 
No murderer can escape, for eternity is before him ; but is it man’s 
place to punish ? We are all guilty persons in some way or 
another, and have reason to be thankful that the spirit-world is 
not spy and reporter of man’s unwise or culpable actions. Let us 
do to the wretch of a murderer, then, as we would like to be done 
to in the matter of our own piccadilloes.

THE TAY BRIDGE CALAMITY. 
Tub Search for ths Bodies.—Novel Expxbiumt.

Dundee, Thursday Night.—Two steam trawlers were engaged to-day 
searching the river, but without success. A novel attempt was made to
day to ascertain where the bodies aro lying in the river. A lady Was 
taken out in a yacht and mesmerised. She pointed out a plaoe where a 
body was lying deeply embedded in the sand, and when the grapnels 
were used tbe collar of an overcoat was brought up. Tbe clairvoyant 
afterwards declared that twenty bodies lay underneath the girders.— 
Newcastle Daily Chronicle, Jan, 1C>.

“ Daisy’s ” medium will be unable for some time to attend the 
social sittings at the Spiritual Institution on Friday evenings; 
other mediums will occupy the time. On Friday next Mrs 
Walker has kindly offered her services. To ConsmeaOe at eight 
o'clock.
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SUBSCRIPTION PRIOB OF THB MBDIUM
For the year 1880 in Great Britain.

As there will be 53 Numbers of the Medium issued in 1880, the price

■a a. £ Be d.
One copy, post free, weekly 0 2 ... per annum 0 8 10
Two oopies If M 0 4 ••• ft 0 17 8
Three „ tl ff 0 ••• w 1 4
Four „ ff H 0 4

• •• ff 1 13 U
Fire „ If fl 0 9 • •• ff 1 19 9
Six M ff fl 0 10} ••• n 2 6
Thirteen If If 1 6 • •• ff 3 19 6

Additional oopirs, post free, ljd. each per week, or 6a. 7}d. per year. 
THE MEDIUM FOR 1880 POST FREE ABROAD.

One copy will be eent weekly to all parts of Europe, United 8tates, 
and British North America for 8s, lOd.

To India, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and nearly all other 
countries, for 1 Is.

Money orders may now be sent from nearly every country and colony 
to London through the post office. In other cases a draft on London, or 
paper currency, may be remitted.

All orders for copies, and communications for the Editor, should be 
addressed to Mr. Jambs Burns, Office of Thb Medium, 15, Southampton 
Raw, Holborn, London, W.C.

The Medium is sold by all newsvendors, and supplied by the whole
sale trade generally.

Advertisements inserted in the Medium at 6d. per line. A series by 
contract.

Legacies on behalf of the Cause should be left in tbe name of “ James 
Burns.”

SEANCES AND MEETINGS DURING THB WEEK, AT THB SPIRITUAL 
INSTITUTION, 16, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN.

Tuesday, Jay. it.—Belect Meeting for the Exerciae Spiritual Gifts.
Thursday, Jah. 29.—Bchnol of Spiritual Teachers at 8 o’clock
PaiDAT. Jah. 30.—Soda! Sittings, Clairvoyance, Ao., at 8. Is.

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 23, 1880.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
A. E. Giles, Etq., of Boston, U.S.A., in transmitting hie annual 

subscription for the Medium, writing of the “Historical Controls,'' 
says: “ I read these communications with great interest—in truth, 
there are to me none more interesting in the Medium.” He hopes 
they will appear in volumes, with the necessary explanatory notes 
and comments, to make the conditions plain to the reader, as there 
is much of psychological interest, &c., in them, as respects origin 
and the influence of the mediumship.

Mrs. Billing will only he in London some few weeks more. 
She has had invitations to visit Edinburgh and other places, but it 
would appear that it is impossible for her to do so at present. She 
will sell off her furniture, and only take away her personal effects. 
Her friends are bidding for the articles, some of which are valuable. 
Mrs. Billing is in splendid power, and quite busy.

To Correspondents.—We again must express regret that we 
have not yet been able to keep pace with our correspondence and 
other work. We are just two clerks short of being able to under
take properly what falls on our shoulders; but as the means are not 
forthcoming to engage assistance, something must suffer neglect. 
Illness has also occupied much time and strength: but we are 
thankful to say that our patient is daily gaining strength. Extend 
to us all the charity at command ; we are doing our very best with 
the means and forces at our disposal.

The Controls cf “Thomas Paine” have been received with 
great enthusiasm. Mr. Glendinning's hearty letter might be sub
scribed to by thousands. It is interesting to see how Spiritualism 
is bridging over the gulf which theology has dug between the 
people’s benefactors and the people's hearts. It is found, after all, 
that Paine was not such a bad fellow—a religious man, and the 
friend of law and order. We havo had quite a demand for his 
works during these last few days. His “ Ago of Reason ” can be 
had for Is.; “ The Rights of Man," Is.: and the “ Theological 
Works,” in a handsomely-bound volume, price 3s.

Many of our subscribers have not noticed the intimation which 
we gave, to the effect that the subscription for the Medium for 
1880 is 8s. 10d., and that it will save us much labour and expense 
if they will kindly remit that little sum without putting us under 
the necessity of applying for it. By doing so we will be benefited 
as much as if we received a small donation. We hope to hear 
from “ everybody ” early in the week.

Mr. F. Wilson will lecture at Goswell Hall, 290, Goswell Road 
on Sunday evening, at seven o'clock. Mr. Burns has been invited 
to lecture. Mr. Howell would do well to write and state when it 
will be convenient for him to visit London. He might address a 
series of meetings in the metropolis.

Mb. Flxtchir leotured at Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour Street, on 
Sunday last on “ Exposures.” His subject for Sunday next is on the 
“ Great Exposure.’’ To oommenoe at 7 o’clock.

CIRCLE-HOLDING.
There are several articles this week on the use of the table, and 

the best means of holding circles. The discussion of such subjects 
is of prime importance to the Movement. Of late professionalism 
has absorbed all the interest, and investigators have been some
what diverted from the legitimate method of forming circles for 
themselves.

Mr. Chapman is a Spiritualist of great experience, and what he 
says is full of useful suggestions. Another writer somewhat modifies 
his plan, by proposing that there should be two classes of circles: 
one for new beginners, that they may find out if they be mediums, 
and if there be any truth at all in Spiritualism ; and another circle, 
or circles, for the more developed, who would be ruined in health 
and faculties by mixing in the first-named circle. These so-called 
promiscuous circles proposed by Mr. Chapman, could scarcely be 
called “ promiscuous,” if attended chiefly by new beginners; 
but put in a proportion of developed sensitives, and the circle 
would be “ promiscuous ” with a vengeance. Mr. Chapman is 
possibly not a sensitive, and spenkB from his plane of experience, 
and he is no doubt in his right place when doing that which he 
feels called upon to undertake.

As to the use of “ rules,” they will never supersede intuition 
and experience ; in fact, they are of no use unless there be 
intelligence enough in the company to put them into operation. 
When a happy-go-lucky circle succeeds, it is often due to the fact 
that spirit-influence brought the sitters together, and the circle 
was formed by impression. In such a case the sitters are all more 
or lees mediumistic, and, being under influence, and therefore 
susceptible, the circle is a success, but it is strictly in accordance 
with the printed “ rules,” notwithstanding. But “ rules ” are of 
no use unless the materials be present to carry them into effect.

Mr. Chapman looks at the matter from an externa) standpoint; 
but when we turn to the article on “ Psychic Force,” we gain an 
inside view, and it bears out the “rules ” most emphatically. To 
sitters on the plane of that article, a promiscuous circle, if it con
tained hard “ drawing ” sitters, would be torture and injury. The 
other evening we sat with the lady, through whose joint medium
ship that article was given, in a very pleasant and successful circle, 
where the influences were good; but the person ou one side of her 
had such a temperament as to considerably paralyse one side of 
her body. Here was a grand and highly useful medium being 
sacrificed for no useful purpose whatever. At tbe same time this 
lady, when the range of promiscuity is sufficiently limited, ia 
found to be a powerful developing medium, and has been the 
means of enabling many to participate in spirit-oommunion.

The time has come when we want more teaching on these 
pointe. We suppose the circle held on the top of the tower 
around the golden table, was not a promiscuous one. Let us have 
promiscuous sittings at the foot of the tower, becoming more 
select every storey as we go up, till we come to the lone hierarch 
at the top, and then we will have harmony throughout and success 
in each department.

The table on the ground floor may be of common timber. It ia 
symbolical of state rather than of material. There are more 
people with wooden heads than golden minds.

The tower of Belus, understood vulgarly to he in honour of the 
sun, means the various degrees of mental altitude or development 
which man must go through before he can obtain spiritual light. 
Every circle or society should have one of these “ towers ” as well 
as a “ table,” wherewith to measure the spiritual altitude of those 
who require to sit. Who will invent a spiritual thermometer, to 
measuro off the degrees in each case with scientific precision 1

THE CAUSES OF DISSENTION AND DISASTER IN 
SPIRITUALISM.

From Mr. Barkas’s letter it would appear that there are many 
ways of being satisfied of tbe certainty of materialisation pheno
mena besides the deceptive one of bolts and bars. People are in all 
too great a hurry to make converts. If they would endeavour to 
develope mediums and sitters a little more, they might, on the prin
ciple of an inner and an outer circle, soon satisfy thousands where 
they now mystify dozens. There is coming a period of sponta
neous Spiritual manifestations such as Mr. Barkas cites, but not till 
the present foolish plans are abandoned.

We have been much gratified at the sensible way in which the 
Great Russell Street incident has been viewed by the great body 
of Spiritualists. Such an occurrence, oven one year ago, would 
have produced a very different effect. There was considerable 
anxiety till last issue of the Medium appeared. Tbe information 
given therein seems to have met the requirements of the great mass 
of thinkers. There are many who no doubt think the incident has 
served a useful purpose. That is certainly what was intended on 
“ the other side.” We publish some correspondence in another 
column, which may be referred to on its own merits.

It is the old war of the “Solar and Lunar Races.” There are 
two distinctly appointed ways of lookiog at all Spiritual matters— 
which indeed means everything—and all mankind belong either 
to the one section or the other. There are mediumistic persona 
belonging to each company and bands of spirits seeking to influence 
them. Thus, the war is spiritual as well as social. Why is it that 
men, who have lived together ns brothers, join a certain society, 
founded on a certain basis, and forthwith, without any just or ap
preciable cause, become bitter enemies P Why is it that some 
obscure, and it may be illiterate and impecunious Spiritual toiler, 
does much good, ana worldly-wise corporations, backed up apparently 
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with funds, position, education, &c., turn all into vinegar that they 
touch, and do nothing for the “ Cause-’ but create mischief P Why 
m it that the child Jesus confounded the learned doctors in the 
Temple P How is it that the Gospel is attributed to illiterate 
peasants, while no Scripture has been traced to “ seats of learning P” 
Why is it that we have had the recent grabbing of a spirit, and 
thousands of seances have been held elsewhere with very different 
resultsP

We might ask many more questions of a similar kind, showing 
that there are two foundations uprearing very different structures; 
there are two trees bearing widely different fruits. The individual 
alone can be inspired. When a man becomes amalgamated with a 
body based upon a certain motive, he loses his spiritual inspiration, 
and becomes obsessed by the spirit-sphere of the body or society 
to which he attaches himself. This explains much.

It is expedient, then, that this form of ^organisation depart 
for ever from amongst Spiritualists, and that the solar method of 
working control the lunar. Let us go back to individual enlighten
ment and responsibility, and then we will be all brethren, indeed, 
in spirit and in truth.

LET EVERY SPIRITUALIST STAND UP FOR TRUTH 
AND HONOUR.

The late affair has cast a slur upon all Spiritualists, and even in 
the newspapers persons have been shamefully insulted who have no 
more sympathy with the act or the unfortunate participators therein 
than a peace man would have with a bursted cannon. Individual 
Spiritualists in the “ city,” and public places elsewhere, have “ had 
to stand no end of chaff," and altogether in the public mind the 
whole Movoment has been brought down to the level of the 
txposi.

Should this be allowed to remain so P Surely one Spiritualist 
is not accountable for the malpractice of another. Then let us 
state our convictions on the matter individually and collectively, 
and make these convictions known to the public as widely as 
possible. _ Every circle or body of Spiritualists, aye, every indi
vidual Spiritualist, may express thoughts on this matter, and com
municate them in the form of a letter to a local newspaper, with 
such explanations of proper methods of spirit-communion as may 
be deemed expedient. Let us show that we do not participate at 
all in that kind of Spiritualism which has brought this shadow 
upon us; that we do not consider the truth at all invalidated 
thereby, and that whatever aspersions may attach to the participants, 
they have no right to be levelled at the Cause or at any Spiritualists 
of a different stamp. By adopting such a course universally much 
may be done to bring good out of evil.

A MEDIUM PERSONATING A SPIRIT AT 38, GREAT 
RUSSELL STREET.

Action of Spiritualists Thkbbon.
Ou Sunday morning, January 18, the congregation of Spiritual

ists, which has been eight years in existence, and now meeting at 
Goewell Hall, 290, Goswell Road, at the usual Sunday morning 
conference, considered the case of the recent seizure of a medium 
in Great Russell Street

The speakers all breathed the same truth, viz., that the unfor
tunate position of the medium was due to the unscientific manner 
in which the circle was constituted, thereby allowing alien spirits 
to control the medium and place her in a false position. All this, 
it was agreed, had been permitted by higher powers as a warning to 
those who might endeavour to elicit these phenomena, to give due 
attention to spiritual laws and the motives of the sitters.

Tbe following resolution was proposed by Mr. W. Yeates, 
seconded by Mr. William M'Kenzie, and carried unanimously:—

“That, in view of the method of circle-holding used in the 
seance at which a medium was caught recently, and the apologetic 
letter printed in the newspapers in explanation thereof, this meeting 
regrets that the term ‘Spiritualist’ should be used iu connection, 
therewith, seeing that no allusion whatever is made to Divine and 
Spiritual influences aa taking any part in these phenomena. We 
do not regard such methods and principles as above used and 
expressed as consistent with the teachings of Spiritualism ; and 
we repel any imputation which may be thrown upon the Movement 
on account of the results.

“ We also declare that medium-farming by committees or indi
viduals is an abuse which all Spiritualists should discountenance, 
and do all iD their power to rectify ; that materialisations and the 
higher phenomena of Spiritualism should only be elicited in the 
presence of experienced and prepared minds; and that inquirers 
should be, in the first place, introduced to the more initiatory 
manifestations.”

IN MEMORY OF THOMAS PAINE.
Mr. Burns,—I send you a post-c ffice order for £2 2s., in affec

tionate memory of Thomae Paine, who, 45 years ago, at the age of 
15, emancipated me from the hell and brimstone—born-to-be- 
damned—theology of my boyhood's training in the Scotch kirk. 
I got hold of his “ Age of Reason I was liberated from priest
craft, and hope sprang triumphant on exultant wings; and, having 
been born on St. Thomas’s Day, at 18 years I canonised Thomas 
Paine as my patron saint with love and gratitude. Through his 
teachings I gained freedom of thought in religion and politics.— 
Yoon truly, Robert Glkndinning.

. AMxfc*,  Jan. 12,1880.
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SPIRITUAL INSTITUTION FINANCES.
We still receive small parcels of stamps, with best wishes for 

the new year. These sums we put into the Institution Week list. 
If good wishes be of any avail, the incoming year will show a 
great improvement in this Movement. We do believe in good 
wishes, much more than in £ s. d.; for, if the former prevailed, 
there would be no difficulty about the latter.

Next week we hope to close the Institution Week list, and the 
whole amount received for the year will be stated. It yet falls far 
short of paying our way through these hard timeB, so that a con
stant care to socure the sinews of war will be one of our duties. 
We thank all for what they have done; all donors of even the 
smallest sums may take credit to themselves of having saved tbe 
ship, for it would seem an impossibility to have gone on with
out them.

SOCRATES, THE ATHENIAN PHILOSOPHER 
AND MARTYR.

To the Editor.—Sir,—As some of your readers may be unac
quainted with the life and times of Socrates, permit me to supply 
tbe following brief account of one who was, in my opinion, as 
great a martyr to tbe cause of truth and godliness as any, even of 
the apostles of Jesus. I claim to have a feeling akin to worship 
for such noble souls as Jesus and Paul; but thank God the teach
ings of Modern Spiritualism have so extended my views and 
eliminated old falsehoods, that now I am able to perceive that the 
Supreme Mind is no respecter of persons; but has, in Hie own 
way and in His own time, called forth special instruments to per
form special tasks; and if Jesus was in any way superior to Paul, 
Paul to Socrates, or Socrates to Plato—if, I say, one of these was 
in any way superior to the others—it was only in degree. But 
we may rest assured that now they are grouped together in a 
sphere of glory, and we who are here shall best please them by 
striving to emulate their god-like example—not by claiming for 
one a fancied superiority over the others, and proving the truth 
of the statement by the horrors and guilt of a fratricidal war.

“ Socrates, son of an Athenian statuary, named Sophroniscus, 
was bom 469 b.c., and fought with distinguished bravery at the 
battles of I’otidsez, Delium, and Amphipolis. Through life he was 
inspired by a ‘damon,’ [angel] or inward spiritual voice—a divine 
agency, which, by different manifestations, conveyed to him special 
revelations.”

Like the Jewish prophets, and all other men sent to warn the 
nations of their wickedness, his was the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, and his, too, was the reformer’s fate.

Having made himself odious to the priesthood—who, like their 
representatives to-day, possessed only the withered husk of re
ligion, and strove by outward ceremonial to impose on the un
thinking multitude—having, by his cry of “ Repent, repent 1 ” 
called down upon himself the resentment of the viciouB and idle, 
he was nt last accused by Meletus, an obscure poet, Anytus, a 
wealthy tradesman, and Lycon, a rhetorician, of (1) not worship
ping the national gods, (2) introducing a new divinity, and (3) 
corrupting the morals of the rising generation.

As a matter of course he was condemned to death, 399 b.c., and 
having drunk the fatal bowl of hemlock, he passed his last 
moments in prison, surrounded by his disciples, discoursing on the 
immortality of the soul.

Such was the admiration felt for him by former Christians, 
that “ Erasmus added to the invocation of the Christian saints in 
his litany: ‘Sanctr Socrates, ora pro nobis'" And yet, with the 
accumulated wisdom of ages, we speak of Plato and Socrates 
to-day as pagans—poor pagans ! T. C. E.

The subjoined poem is respectfully and lovingly dedicated to the god
like spirit of Plato.—T. C. E.

SoCKATKs' DeRBNCK.
O ye Athenians—Ye whose fathers bore 
An honoured name unto the furthest shore— 
Ye sons of those who dared the Persian’s pride 
And vict’ry won st Marathon—or died I 
Ye whose forefathers scorned great Xerxes’ joke, 
And by their deeds so eloquently spoke, 
List’ to the voioe of one wbo erstwhile bled 
For Athen's safety, and her mighty dead I 
Meletus has accused me of the orime 
Of holding in contempt tbe “ sacred line,” 
Of viewing scornfully their grand display 
Of saoerdotal pomp and solemn sway ;
And positively swore that I adore 
Some unknown God—a god untaught before. 
He seeks to show, that as a rule, my life 
To Athens brings contention, hate, and strife;
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That trustful youth by me corrupt is made; 
And much he would appear to be afraid 
That by my teachings, Athens soon will be 
A scene of guilt and infidelity.
And who, Athenians, is Meletus there ? 
An obscure writer !—but I will forbear. 
I, who am agdd now, and near the grave, 
Must not belie the past—I pardon crave. 
But I, who from a babe have Athens trod, 
Am charged to*day  with negligence to God— 
With worse than negligence, with impious aim 
To crush the gods ye worship at your fane.
I am an infidel without disguise,
A demon filled witb blasphemy and lies, 
A wretch, a leprous monster ’twould appear, 
But, fellow-countrymen, give me your ear. 
Once when the Delphic oracle was asked 
(An oracle, perhaps ne’er yet surpassed) 
To glance o’er Greeoe, and carefully to scan 
Her people, and to name the wisest man, 
The answer was (give ear, Meletus please) 
The answer was, ** His name is Socrates 
Thus ye who love o’er rites and signs to gloat, 
And ample time to oracles devote,
Should mark tbe honour then on me conferred, 
An honour dissipated by a word.
Whilst others to their ignorance were blind,
I—I alone— felt poverty of mind, 
So, too, I very early learnt to know, 
That man’s chief enemy, most active foe 
Is false ambition, love of mere display, 
A useless frittering of time away, 
A wrangling over words and parts of speech, 
And sophists love this waste of words to teach. 
Therefore, Athenians, prompted by my guide, 
Who, tho’ unseen, is ever by my side, 
I through long years have daily sought to show 
Those well-paid talkers what they failed to know. 
Not tbat I dogmatised to any man, 
I merely hit upon tbe simple plan 
Of questioning my friends, to clearly see 
What height they were—not what they seemed to be. 
Thus friend, Meletus, who would fain look tall, 
Sustained some bruises by a nasty fall;
And Lycon, too, who travels much abroad, 
And shines—or seems to shine—just like a god, 
Felt somewhat hurt, because I simply tried 
To learn of him what want his art supplied. 
But they, with Anytus, are but the tools 
Of your High Priest, who arbitrary rules 
That wisdom is confined to his degree, 
And not bestowed on you, my friends, and me. 
His minions float o’er Athens like a cloud, 
And by much outward show befool the crowd; 
The Eleusinian mysteries they hold 
As being far too Bacred to be told ;
Upon your ignorance and fears they play, 
And screen your vision from the light of day. 
Tbe gods, they say, will have them intercede 
For wicked men, and only they must plead; 
And mercy, if good reason can be brought, 
May be obtained through them—it may be bought! 
Like a foul pestilence o’er Athens spread— 
They rob the living and annoy tbe dead ;
They crowd your houses and pollute the streets, 
And almost every passer-by one meets . 
Admits that priestcraft, witb its grim control, 
Is needful to the welfare of tbe soul.
These are my real accusers, and possess 
The power to blast e’en monarchs’ happiness. 
These, Plato, would compel old Socrates 
To sue for mercy on his bended knees.
And now that I have looked at the offence, 
Permit me just a word in self-defence:

If, in my earnest efforts after truth, 
I have in any way misled some youth— 
If I have injured by a passing thought 
Some tender mind which godliness has sought, 
I humbly ask his pardon ; but I claim 
That ye produce tbe lad—or give his name! 
And with regard to infidelity, 
Is it not true that every heresy 
Ye charge to Anaxagoras, tbe sage, 
Is now declaimed unchecked from Athen’s stage? 
If this be so—and who will say ’tis not ?— 
How can Meletus fix on me the plot 
To quell the Orthodox-Religion’s pride, 
As if that I alone its claims denied ?
Enough ! enough! the charges are absurd, 
And I dismiss them with a parting word. 
O men of Athens • I am sorely grieved 
To find ye are so readily deceived : 
Ye know that for a space of fifty years 
In poverty, in pain, and oft in tears, 
I have endeavoured with a steadfast mind 
To solace grief and benefit mankind.
Like a deep well upon the mountain’s side, 
Whose waters flow when other founts are dried, 
I, with a force inspired, have gladly giv’n 
The limpid streams whioh flowed to me from heav’n. 
Only the echo of another’s voice—
Only an instrument! How strange a choice.
Called by “ The Boundless Mind/ who reigns supremev 
Who never has been*! —never shall be—>seen;

Called forth to warn proud Athens of her fate, 
To purge her children, ere it be too late;
Sent as a messenger from God am I, 
And faithful to my mission I must die. 
Think not tbat Socrates will dread the doom 
That may consign his body to the tomb: 
For when these lips exhale the final breath— 
These limbs grow rigid in th’ embrace of death, 
I know that freed from bonds I shall arise, 
And join the blest immortals in the skies!
And if, Athenians, by persuasive pow’r, 
I could divert your judgment in this hour, 
I would not, could not, so belie my life, 
Not e’en for love of children and of wife. 
Hl would it now become this withered frame 
To kneel for mercy, and survive in shame; 
HI does it suit the aspect of my mind, 
To thus prostrate myself to human kind. 
I, who have on tbe battle-field descried 
Stem Death hurled backward by my angel guide, 
Could ask his aid, and surely it would come; 
But I am ready if my task be done!
And now, Athenians, do your duty well, 
Reflect on mercy, and on justice dwell; 
But, life or death, it matters not to me, 
For death is peace, and joy, and liberty.

The Cornish Extlk.

THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH.
A spirit-circle in Bordeaux received a message from a spirit 

purporting to be that of a lately deceased prelate of the Romish 
Church. The message first appeared in the Ruche Bordelais? 
some ten years ago. A friend on the Continent has sent ns a 
translation, from which we make the following extract:—

No single man nor any community, and no church whatever, dare 
boast of Orthodoxy. Grand is their arrogance, but easily contradicted, 
and none of all churches is allowed to state in truth and certainty to be 
tbe only pure and genuine one. Rome uses its trumpets in vain, and 
swings its Vatioan lightnings with fury even to-day; but they are im
potent now, and hurt no more.

Brethren in Christ! He never thought and could not transfer his 
own dignity and importance on any one corporation or any separate 
congregation, though some of these did not hesitate to adopt the de
nomination of a church. The only true church of Christ is all mankind. 
For all of us he went on preaching, and for all together he went into 
death. Whereat, therefore, these various communities ? and what for 
the numerous ohurohes? all disjoined, whereas they ought to be united. 
Why do they exclude from their skirt so readily any enlightened Chris
tian whose understanding surpasses their own ? Is behaviour like this 
conformity to the spirit of the gospel ?

All tbe various sects do homage to tbe idea of a Universal Church ; 
all of them believe to have claims on it; but you know it quite well, ye 
preachers, that your word is as powerless as your convictions. You 
witness at present the rise of a new church, or rather a new soienoe, 
that answers far more to the wants and aspirations of the people and of 
the present time. Tbe standard of a universal Christian Church, 
similar to Christ’s ideal, is held up by a legion of philosophers of tbe 
nineteenth century. Spiritualism is not come to abolish the law, but to 
execute it. Rise from your undeserved grave! all ye divine doctrines 
promulgated for all mankind in times of yore I A long, lasting sleep 
of 1,800 years has been lying heavy upon you; shine now like the radiant 
sun of truth and light! Church of all nations and of all countries! 
open thy doors now, when Truth is beginning to erect a new building. 
We, poor, deceased do but repast the words of him who, on his
pilgrimage through earth-life had spoken, “ Come to me, all who are 
weary, all who feel hungry and thirsty, for justice; come, and be sati
ated with spiritual and bodily food offered to all of us by our heavenly 
Father.” These words were uttered by him who was grand amongst all 
men.

MR. HOWELL, THE MANCHESTER TRANCE SPEAKER.
Dear Mr. Burns,—Kindly permit me space for a few lines to confirm 

the statements hitherto made respecting the work of Mr. Howell in 
Manchester. We have recently had the pleasure of a more intimate 
personal acquaintance with Mr. Howell, and I would simply say, to 
know bim is to love him. There were intimations given from tbe guides 
of our esteemed friend Mr. Colville, prior to his departure for Amerioa, 
of one who would continue the work so efficiently carried on by him 
here, and we have every reason to believe Mr. Howell to ba the one*,  It 
is somewhat of a surprise to me that there Is not a greater demand for 
his services, for, in my opinion, there is a refinement and nobility of 
character, which constitutes him a spiritual instrument of the'highest 
order: and it also gives me much pleasure to state that, although dis
abled, through almost blindness, from engaging in any business, yet he 
does not demand any particular sum for bis services, but is satisfied with 
any remuneration the friends will allow, and I understand he has worked 
gratuitously when expenses only could be met.

When favourable conditions present themselves, it is Mr. Howell’s in
tention to engage the Hulme Town Hall for occasional Sunday services. 
When he does so, I sincerely hope all will heartily unite to aid bis 
efforts.

As you have already stated, Mr. Howell purposes vbiting London 
shortly, when he does so I feel sure yourself ana our London friends 
will give bim a cordial and loving greeting.

With best wishes and kindly remembrances to friends, I am, dear 
Mr. Bums, faithfully yours,

Hulme, Manchester, Jan. 19th. Clara Rows.

Dauton Association.—The ninth annual general meeting will take 
Slice at 53, Sigdon Road, Hackney Downs, on Thursday evening, Jan, 

at 8,30 precisely.
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WHAT DR. MONOK HAS BUFFERED, AND HIS CLAIMS 
UPON SPIRITUALISM.

To the Editor.—Dear Mr. Burni,—I am deeply gratified by the way 
in which you have laid Dr. Monok’e cate before roar readers, and with 
the result so far, as it ia represented by tbe published subscription list. 
I rejoice to see the amount atpreeent raised or promised (including the 
noble £20 challenge) is nearly £84. This has, I note, been subscribed 
by twenty-seven friends only, being the liberal average of about three 
guineas each. This ia as it should be, for Dr. Monok has deserved 
well of Spiritualists generally. His mediumship has long been the 
admiration of Spiritualists throughout the world. I have been privi
leged to witneee bis overwhelming phenomena, without the aid of a 
cabinet or darkness, in my own house and elsewhere. I may briefly 
allude to a few, taken at random from a boat of manifeetationa whioh I 
and my frienda tested in every imaginable way. In my own room, I 
aaw and recognised the materialised form of my mother, as she pro
ceeded from Dr. Monok, in the light, and in the presence of several 
competent witnesses, stood aide by ride with him, in full view of ue all. 
While firmly held by ue, Dr. Monck has been in an instant wrenched 
from our grasp, and the next instant we heard him walking and talking 
in the room overhead, a staggering demonstration of tbe passage of 
matter through matter. While standing at a distance from my clock, 
tbe works of which are seourely boxed-up, bis guides have given me 
test-communications by striking on the enclosed bell of the elook. This 
was in the light, as was also the playing of my piano, both when the 
lid was closed and open. When the lid was open, we saw the finger
keys move, as the particular notes we requested were sounded. The 
Doctor was all the time held by us hand and foot, as he eat motionless 
on the top of the piano. Till the moment this phenomenon was asked 
for and obtained, no one knew tbe request would be made. I have also 
seen my own pencil, when thrown on the middle of my table, rise (onee 
we saw a detached hand form and grasp it) and write test-messages on 
previously initialled note-paper, the Dootor being held at a distance 
from it by us. Immediately after his release from incarceration, while 
we formed a oircle round the table, and held his bands and feet as he 
eat on it, detached human hands formed around him and floated about 
overhead, so that we oould distinctly see that they absolutely termi
nated at tbe wrist. These bands moved at our request, placed them
selves on our heads, faces, and grasped us. They hovered round and 
over the gas, which was overhead in tbe middle of the circle, close to 
our faces, and the veins in the flesh were beautifully distinot to our 
sight. Two strangers came and bad an impromptu seance. They pur
chased two slates, corded and sealed them together, and placed them 
on the middle of the table, without the Doctor ever onee touching, or 
being near them.

Test-names, dates, and messages, were instantly written on the inside 
of these slates, to the amazement of the visitors, who acknowledged tbe 
correctness of tbe tests. This was in the light, as also was tbe unex
pected materialisation of the child of a stranger, who distinctly saw 
and recognised his child’s features and voice. Dr. Monck sat between 
us at the table. I shall not enlarge on tbe wonders of his mediumship, 
which I have seen and fully tested, with many of my friends, in my 
own bouse. If I, in this way, did full justice, I should want the space 
of balf-a-dozen issues of tbe Medium at least. Mr. Oxley, of Man
chester can, I know, say much the same, and many others besides. It 
is a pity that the hosts of astounding unrecorded marvels of his unique 
mediumship, which have been witnessed by thousands all over the country, 
cannot be collected in a book, and handed down to posterity, attested by 
the names of the witnesses, as a colossal memorial of his grand powers. 
If ever this should be done, I shall be one among (I believe) many who 
would subscribe liberally to tbe undertaking.

Mr. A. J. Cranstoun’s excellent letter in the Medium, stating in such 
emphatic and unmistakable language, his exalted opinion of Dr. 
Monck’s character, his gratified me exceedingly. I endorse every 
word of it. It is a deliberate testimony, pronounced in the face of 
slander and persecution, by a man of position and discernment, con
cerning one with whom be had had no passing acquaintance, but who has 
been constantly under bis eye in the bosom of hie own family-circle f<r 

.upwards of a year. It is no small commendation of tbe Doctor, that, 
after so long and familiar intercourse with him,. Mr. Cranstoun at last 
parts with him so reluctantly, and follows him with the highest 
eneoniom that one man can pass on another, and that, too, given in 
the fullest and most publio manner. I have known the Dootor inti
mately for several years; he has been my honoured guest on many 
occasions for several weeks at a time. I and my wife have witnessed, 
and marvelled at, his calm and patient behaviour under a fiery 
martyrdom, whioh has fallen to tne lot of few men in this age to 
experience, and fewer still to sustain so meekly and philosophically. 
They say, and truly, You must live with a man to know him. I have 
Jived with Dr. Monok, and I do know him as few others know him. 
1 know him to be a man of unswerving truth and integrity, with a 
soul above all meanness and deception, and a man who, with the guile- 
leasness of a child, and the tenderness of a woman, combines the zeal, 
fearlessness, snd devotion of a martyr. I know no human being on 
whose sincerity, disinterestedness, purity, and moral excellence, I would 
more cheerfully stake my professional reputation.

A word now about tbe disinterestedness of Dr. Monck. It should be 
borne in mind that years ago lie came forth from a churoh of which he 
was an eloquent and popular pillar and ornament, and threw to the 
winds the honours, emoluments, and brilliant prospeote of tbe clerical 
orator, in order to follow where conscience led, and cast in his lot among 
tbe persecuted Spiritualists. This was not tbe caso of a man turning 
from the lowest rung of tho social ladder, and throwing himself into the 
Cause for the sake of daily broad. On the contrary, bo forsook all 
(and a comfortable all it was, too) to follow Truth wheresoever she led. 
Was it likely, then, that a man oapable of such heroio eelf-saoriflee oould 
ever descend to those poor, petty tricks whioh he was falsely accused of 
performing in tbe sacred name of Spiritualism ? Was this probable 
either in the ease of a man whose medial gifts have been so fully proved 
and attested by the highest witnesses, both before and Bince his prose
cution ? No, sir, this man has a soul superior to such blasphemy. This 
waa’a man of conscience if ever there was one, and, having voluntarily 
exiled himself from the feast of his ministerial oareer, he oould not be

suoh a fool as to cast away that conscience for the sake of the orumbs 
offered by imposition. The sincerity and disinterestedness of Dr. Monck 
were too well proved by his secession from Orthodoxy to be questioned 
on the strength of flimsy accusations that bore so evidently their own 
refutation branded on their fore-front. He had much to loee by this 
secession ; but what bad he to gain in a Cause where, besides true and 
warm hearts, there is nothing for any earnest worker to expeot but hard 
work, poverty, and the sharp persecution of the world ? He bad first 
satisfied himself of the truth of Spiritualism, and then did what an 
honest man should do—sacrificed all bis past that Ke might be free to 
tread tbe thorny but glorious path of duty. Our applause is due to the 
man who oould do this, in an age when people love to keep in the fashion 
and follow the multitude on the wrong road rather than the upright few 
in the straight and diflloult highway of conscience and right. His hard 
and unceasing work is known to all. For years he has served our Cause 
by holding innumerable free seances and lectures, and spent all his 
private property unsparingly. No wonder, therefore, that the foee of 
our Cause selected him for the treaoheroue assault, whioh was, as I 
believe, simply because he was a prominent, (and for them) too successful 
a worker. Nor should it be forgotten that, had not the blow fallen oh 
him, it would have descended with crushing forco on some other medium. 
The enemy made Dr. Monck the scapegoat of mediumsand Spiritualism 
generally, and ho, in his representative person, turned aside the sharp 
edge of persecution from his beloved fellow-labourers.

I speak what I believe firmly, and feel strongly, and for this reason 
I, as a medium, stand by him in the severe affliotion and need, and call 
on all my esteemed brother and sister mediums, both public and private, 
to join hands with me in a vigorous united effort to raise funds for this 
Testimonial, that our dear brother’s valuable life may be spared by a 
winter residence in a warmer climate. Many distressed mediums has he 
privately succoured when he had the means. Shall we not, then, work 
heartily for this brother in his need, who, in his prosperity, was no man's 
enemy, and the liberal friend of some among us who owe their present 
positions of independence and comfort entirely to him ? “ I speak as to 
wise men ; judge ye what I say.”

The independence of Dr. Monck may yet be regained. Tbe kind 
spirits have given him wonderful inventions which, if patented, will 
bring him very large profits. Business men, who are eminent practi al 
judges, have volunteered their written testimony (now in possession of 
Mr. Theobald, the secretary of tbe Testimonial Fund) “ that these in
ventions are original, and, if patented, cannot fail to prove of great 
commercial value.” Let ue, then, do our utmost for this Testimonial 
that the small sum of money required to take out these valuable patents 
may be collected quickly, so that our dear brother medium may be placed 
once more in a position of independence, which, I can vouch for it, he 
will use for tbe benefit of all mediums and Of tbe Cause generally. Ho 
will then, when health ie restored, be able (as he has resolved) to throw 
once more his great medial gifts into our Gauss without fee or reward.

A great deal has been written of the importance of permanently pro
viding for the temporal wants of mediums, so that they shall be free 
from the wearing anxieties attendant on tbe struggle for daily bread, and 
from those doubts and suspicions which often destroy or limit the use
fulness, and prevent the higher development of mediums. The experi
ment oan now be made on Dr. Monck. He is a powerful, fully-tried 

l medium, bis phenomena taka place without a cabinet, in ths light, and 
in any place desired, and still larger and more valuable phases of 
mediumship are promised him by tbe spirit-world. Is not this, then, 
the very man on whom to make the experiment ? If it sucoeed with 
him, there will be a general conviction that mediumship everywhere 
should be similarly raised above the retarding influence of poverty. I, 
for one, shall do my best to hasten so desirable a consummation. In Dr. 
Monck’s oase, I conceive that a powerful mediumship like his, exercised 
among scientists and others, whom it is difficult and almost impossible 
to reach and influence by weaker and by paid mediumship, would be of 
enormous value to our Cause.

In conclusion, I venture to propose that subscriptions should be 
solicited by individual Spiritualists, and by our mediums and societies 
throughout the country. The "Appeal" of the committee appearing on 
the last page of the Medium, can be used for this purpose, of circulars 
obtained from Mr. Theobald. I hope, too, my dear fellow mediums will 
at once be agreeable to hold special Dr. Monok Testimonial seances, ana 
remit their subscriptions and collections for publication in ttif MmSlurf, 
and, as example is preferable to precept, and both together are still 
better, I promise to back up my letter by my personal subscription, and, 
as soon as I am well (I am now ill and laid aside,) by holding a special 
Testimonial seance at my house. Justice, sympathy, the good Of ths 
Cause, all urge us to do our very best for Dr. Monok, whose valuable' 
life may yet be saved for our Cause, if we agree all round to “a long 
pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether” in some such way as I have 
suggested.—I am, dear Mr. Burns, yours fraternally. Dr. Brows.

40, Standish Street, Burnley, Lancashire, January 10th.
P.S.—Sinoe commencing this letter, I have seen the admirable letters 

of two mediums, Messrs. Morse and Whitaker, in Medium of January 
9th. I sincerely hope their brotherly example will be imitated 
universally.

Cokgrboatiok or Rbligioub Inquirers.—The Rev. C. Mauricd 
Davies, D.D., having been appointed Speoial Preacher at St. Andrew’s, 
Tavistock Place, by the Ven. Arohdeaoon Dunbar, commenced a' 
series of Monday evening lectures in tho ohurcb, at 8 p.m., with short 
musical service, on Monday, January 19tb, to be oontined every Mon
day at the same hour. All seats free. A list of subjeots will be found 
in the churob.

Birmingham.—Mrs. Groom desires us to Btate, “ that We have taken 
the Lozell Street Board Schools for Sunday meetings. We hope this 
will meet with the approbation of all friends, and that they will help 
ub to secure some of our best teachers." With a genuine spiritual 
worker at the centre like Mrs. Groom, spiritual meetings may aasume 
a better position in Birmingham than they have done hitherto. It is 
much better to rally round one person, Who is moved spiritually to do 
a work of this kind, than to form a committee in Whioh there ik do 
such spiritual impulse. We wish the Birmingham effort all auoceae.
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DR. CODERRE’S ACCOUNT OF THE MONTREAL 
ANTI-VACCINATION RIOT.

Montreal, 20th Sept., 1879.
To Mr. William Tebb.—My dear Sir,—I write to let you know that 

I shall forward you, as soon as possible, full details relating to the dis
turbance of 1876. It was contrary to law for the city counsel to impose 
compulsory vaooination. I have already written to papers in England, 
which oontaiDed articles on this disturbance, explaining the circum
stances. It has been reckoned that there were more than 10,000 
rioters. If the regulation bad been enaoted, the results would have 
been disastrous. Members of the council would have been killed. The 
exoitement was so great that a word imprudently spoken would have 
produoed a catastrophe. The mob was armed with sticks, stones, and 
ropes, ready to deal with the councillors and the officers of health. 
The chandeliers of the council chamber were broken, and the greater 
Sort of the glass of the windows, by stones thrown from outside. Mr.

t. Pierre fortunately succeeded in calming the minds of the coun
cillors during the meeting. The result of the disturbance was the 
entire withdrawal of the regulation concerning compulsory vaooination. 
Violenoe was the only means of opposition against this unrighteous 
measure. Even now, it may be said, violenoe alone can deliver us from 
tbe monstrous practice.

For ten years tbe opposition which I, as a physician, bare made 
against this discreditable praotice has cost me much. My practice has 
suffered on acoount of it. Some doctors, not being able to fight me 
fairly, have taken a few of my medical preparations and used thorn as 
grounds of libel against me, having no other aim then that of avenging 
vaooination, as one of the proprietors of the Evening Post, whom I have 
prosecuted for libel, confessed to me. Anything is good against oppo
nents of vaooination.

Please accept the tokens of my great esteem, and believe me, yours 
very sincerely, ' J. Emiry Coderrb.
— Vaccination Inquirer.

Bubnlby.—On Sunday, February 1, Mr. Thomae Walker will give 
two spiritual orations in the Church of England Literary Institution, 
previous to bis leaving England for Africa.

Miss Brown will lecture at Macclesfield on Sunday, after which she 
will visit Oldham, Manchester, Southport, Birmingham, Dalton-in- 
Furness, and possibly London. Address letters—Care of J. Smith, 
Esq., Prospect Mount, Buxton Road, Macclesfield.

Mb. T. M. Brown will be in Manchester by the end of this week. 
Address letters—Care of Mr. E. Rhodes, 42, Freme Street, Everton 
Road, Ohorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester. Mr.'Brown expects to visit 
Liverpool, Macclesfield, and Belper shortly. Particulars next week.

Ths suooess of the Phrenological Magazine, of which the first issue 
was published a fortnight ago, has proved so enooureging that it has 
been neoeeeary to print a seoond edition. We are pleased to see also 
that the proprietors bare decided to enlarge tbe number for February, 
which will he out on tbe 1st. We can send a specimen copy on reoeipt 
of 6W. in postage-stamps.

The Derby Benevolent Burial Society, established in 1843, has 
36,020 members, being an increase of 1,010 for tbe year. The ex
penditure for 1879 was £2,621 15s. for 568 funerals, being an excess 
of 126 over any previous year. Tbe weekly subscription appears to be 
one farthing per member; but a call of one penny is proposed, to meet 
increased expenditure.

Quebec Hall. 25, Great Quebec Street.—Saturday seance at 8. 
Mr. Hancock will attend at 7.30 to speak with anyone who may not be 
acquainted with the subjeot. Sunday morning, 11.15, the usual meet
ing for conversation. Sunday evening, at 6.45, prompt, Mr. Iver 
MaoDonnell. Tuesday, Jan. 27, at 8, for 8 30, Mr. J. Hancock on the 
“ Birth, Life, and Death of Jesus.” Questions invited at close.—J. M. 
Dale, Hon. Bee.

AsnTON-uxDXR-LrNl.—On Sunday last we had Mr. Brown, from 
Manchester, to give us a lecture on the “ Various Spiritual Attributes.” 
The subjeot was handled in a first-class manner, showing that Mr. 
Brown has undergone great development since his recent illness. On 
Sunday next, January 25, we shall have Mr. Fitton, of Littleborougb, 
at our meeting-room, 1, Bradgate Street, entrance from John Street, 
to commenoe at 6 o'olock. All friends are cordially invited.—Jambs 
Mubbat.

Miss Babnes's seances for materialisation now take place at the Hack
ney Spiritual Evidenoe Institution : Sundays 6.30.; Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 8 p.m.; also Wednesdays, dark experimental seance for 
Spiritualists only, by introduction or recommendation from some well- 
known Spiritualist. Inquirers’ seances every Monday and Saturday, at 
8 p.m., for experiments in mesmerism, olairvoyance, and physical 
mediumship. Voluntary contributions towards expenses.—C. R. 
Williams, 6, Field View, London Fields, E.

Mr. T. Walker, late of Melbourne, has lectured for tbe Glasgow 
Association of Spiritualists, last 8unday evening, at Trades’ Hall. Sub
ject—"What, Whom, or How should we Worship?" It was ably 
treated, and listened to by one of the largest audiences yet gathered in 
that hall. Mr. T. Walker will leoture next Sunday nigbt at 6.30. 
Subject—“ The Sermons In Stone,” which will olose the present series 
of Sunday evening lectures in Trades' Hall. The quarterly tea-meeting 
of the Association will be held at 164, Trongate, on Tuesday, 27th 
inst, at 7.30.—J. Coates.

Challenge to Anti-vaccinators.—The Times announces that Mr. 
Ernest Hart will deliver a lecture on small-pox and vaccination, in 
answer to anti-vacoinators, on Tuesday next, Jan. 27th, at the Sooiety of 
Arts, John Street, Adelphi, at 3 o’clock. Admission free, by card, which 
can be obtained at National Health Society, 44, Berners Street, Oxford 
Street. You are earnestly invited to attend, and I will thank you to 
announce this in the Medium. Tbe next number of the Vaccination 
Inquirer will deal with the Medical Vaooination Conference, and contain 
four extra pages, and should be widely circulated. Extra copies can be 
had at 2e. per dozen, or 12s. 6d. per hundred, by giving Mr. Allen, 11, 
Ave Maria Lane, E.C., early notice. Ths last number u quite sold out. 
—w. T.

MB. J. J. MORSE'S APPOINTMENTS.
Walsall.—Sunday, Jan. 25. Exchange Buildings, High Street. Evening at 

6.30. Subject: “ A Critic Criticised.’*
Newcastlk-on-Tyne. -Feb. I and 2. Keighley.—Feb. 15.
Edinburgh.—To follow. Liverpool.— Feb. 22.
Glasgow.—Feb. 8 and 9. London.—Feb. 29.
Cardiff.—To suit local requirements visit postponed till May.

Mr. Morse is open for engagements in all parts of the United Kingdom. For 
terms and dates address all letters to him at Elm Tree Terrace, Uttoxeter Road, 
Derby.

MR. E. W. WALLIS’S APPOINTMENTS.
Nottinghim.—Spiritualists' Lecture Hall, Shakespeare Street. Opening 8ervioes, 

Jan. 25. Tea Meeting, Jan. 26.
Chard, Somersetshire.—Jan. 27. Falmouth.—Feb. 1 to 13 inclusive.
Dkvoxport.—Jan. 28. Tbubo.—Feb. 15 to 27 „
Plymouth.—Jan. 29 t 30. Cardiff.—Feb. 29, and March 1.
Nottingham.—Marell 7. Arrangements pending.
Glasgow.—March 14.

Mr. Wallis will accept calls to deliver trance-orations in all parts of the United 
Kingdom, and is arranging for a tour Into the southern countries. Apply by 
lettcr, to him at 92, Caroline Street Nottingham.

A few Sundays are vacant for this year; early application Is requested.
N.B.—Mr. Wallis also gives entertainments, consisting of songs, readings, and 

recitations. Write for programme and terms.

MRS. ESPERANCE'S SEANCES.
At 28. New Bridge Street, Newcastle, on Sunday Mornings, at 10.30. Applies 

tlon for admission to be made personally, or by letter to Mr. Miller. 136, Percy 
Street. Newcastle, or Mr. Armstrong, Cross House, Upper Claremont, Newcastle. 
Strangers not admitted without recommendation.

On Tuesday evenings, at 7.30. In order to obtain the highest manifestations 
none will be admitted on Tuesdays unless they arrange to attend twelve seances. 
They must also have a knowledge of the conditions required at the spirit-cirole.

Patients attended at it, Denmark Street, Gateshead, on Sundays, 3 to 5 p.m. 
During the week by arrangement. Patients to give what they can afford. 
Sunday prooeeds devoted to buying food and medicines for those who need 
assistance.

NEWOASTLE-ONTYNE SPIRITUAL EVIDENCE SOCIETY.
3, Weir's Court, Newgate Street.

President: Mr. John Mould, 12, St. Thomas' Crescent, Newcastle. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. H. A. Kersey. 4, Eslington Terrace, ,,

Lectures for January.
Sundry, Jan. 25,at 6.30. Trance Address. ......................... Mr. S. De Main.

Admission free. A Collection to defray expenses.
Werxlt Bearces and Meetings.

Bunday, Beanoe, 10.30 a.m.—" Form Manifestations," Miss C. E. Wood. 
,, „ 2.30 p.m.—Children's Lyceum.

Tuesday, Seance, 8 p.m.—" Physical Manifestations." Miss O. E. Wood. 
Wednesday. 7.45 p.m.—Spiritualists' Improvement Class. (Discussion.) 
Thursday, Seance, 8 p.m.—"Form Manifestations," Miss C. E. Wood.
Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m.—Developing Circles for Members and Friends (free) 
Saturday. 8 p.m.—Trance and Clairvoyance, by Mr. 8. Compton, for Members 

(free).
Note.—No strangers are admitted without an introduction by a member. 

Spiritualists from a distanoe are requested towrite to the Secretary before coming, 
and arrange for so doing.

The Library of the Society la open every Wednesday evening from S to 9 p.m. 
for the issue of Books to Members.

MIDLAND DISTRICT COMMITTEE.
The next Quarterly Conference of tills Committee will be held at Walaali on 

Sunday, Jan. 25, at 2.30 p.m. An Executive Meeting at 10.30 a.m. Mr. Morse 
will deliver a trance address at 6.30.

SEANCES AND MEETINGS IN LONDON DURING THE WEEK.
Sunday, Jan. 25.—Goswell Hall, 290, Goswell Road (near tlio “Angel-). 

Conversation and Seance at 11 a.m. Address by Mr. F. Wilson at 7 p.m. 
Secretary : Mr. H. J. Stevens, 224, Albany Road, Camberwell, S.E.

Mrs. Ayers. 45, Jubilee Street, Commercial Road, E„ at 8, also on Tuea 
day and Thursday.

Tuesday, Jan. 27.—Mrs. Prichard's, 10, Devonshire Street, Queen Square, at 8. 
Thursday, Jan. 29.—Dalston Association of Inquirers into Spiritualism, Booms 

53, Sigdon Road, Dalston Lane. E.
SEANCES IN THE PROVINCES DURING THE WEEK.

8UNDAT, Jan. 35, Ashton-under-Ltnc, 185, Fleet Street. Meeting at 6 p.m. 
Birmingham. Mr. W. Perks, 313, Bridge Street West, near Well Street.

Hockley, at 6.30 for 7, free, for Spiritual lets and friends. 
Bowling, Spiritualists' Meeting Room, 2.30 and 6 p.m. 
Brighton, Hall of Scienoe, 3, Chureh Street, doors closed 6.30 p.m. 
Cardiff, Spiritual Society, Heatlifleld House, West Lnton Place. Public 

Meeting at 6.30.
Darlington, Mr. J. Hodge's Rooms. Herbalist, High Northgate. 

Publlo Meetings at 10.30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Grimsby, 8, J. Herzberg, No. 7, Corporation Road, at 8.
Glasgow, 164, Trongate, at 6.30 p.m.
Halifax, Spiritual Institution, Union Street Yard, at 2.30 and 6.30. 
Keighley, 2 p.m. and 5.30 p.m.
Leicester, Lecture Room, Silver Street, at 10.30 and 6.30. 
Liverpool, Perth Hall, Perth Street, at II and 6.30. Lectures. 
Manohkrtkr. Temperance Hall, Groavenor Street, All Salute, at 3.30. 
Middlbsbbo'. 23, High Duncombe Street, at 2JO p.m.
Oldham, 136, Union Street, at 6.
OesETT Spiritual Institution, Ossett Green (near the G. N. R. Station). 

Lyceum, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.; Borvioeat6 p.m.
Sxaham Harboub, at Mr. Fred. Brown's, in tbe evening.
Bowerby Bridge, Spiritualist Progressive Lyoeum, Children's Lyceum 

10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Publlo Meeting, 6.30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 26. Liverpool, Perth Street Hall, at 8. Lecture. 
Tuesday, Jan. 27, Seaham Harboub, at Mr. Fred. Brown’s, in the evening.

Sheffield. W. 8. Hunter’s, 47. Wilson Road, Well Road, Heeley, at 3. 
Wednesday, Jan. 28, Bowling, Spiritualists' Meeting Room, S p.m.

Birmingham. Mr. W. Perks, 312, Bridge Street West, near Well Street, 
for Development at 7.30.. for Spiritualists only.

Cardiff, Heathfleld House, West Luton Place. Developing Circle, 7.30. 
Derby. Psychological Society, Temperance Hall, Curzon St., at 3 p.m. 
Middlxbbro', 38, High Dunoom*-  e Street, at 7.30.

Thursday, Jan. 29, Grimsby, at Mr. T. W. Asquiths, 213, Victoria Street, 
South, at 8 p.m.

LxionTzn, Lecture Room, Silver Street, at 8, for Development. 
Middlebbbo', 23, High Duncombe Street, at 7 p.m.
Nxw Bhudoh. at Mr. John Mensforth’s, Bt. John's Road, at 7.

MEETINGS FOR INSTITUTION WEEK FUND.
Mrs. Ayers, who has exerted herself so much for Institution Week 

apnounoes yet another seance on 8unday evening, at 45, Jubilee Street*  
Commercial Road, E. The medium will be Mrs. Walker, whose test’ 
clairvoyant, and trance powers, are of a high order. Tbe Beanoe will' 
commence at 7.30 for 8 o’clock.
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RULE8 AND CONDITIONS FOR THE 8PIRIT-CIRCLE.
AntosPKXBtc Ooromoira.—The phenomena cannot be ■uooeesfully elicited 

In very warm. sultry weather. In extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and 
magnetio disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very moist, or when there 
Is much rain, or storms of wind. A warm, dry atmosphere io best, as it presents 
the menn between all extremes, and agrees with the harmonious state of man’s 
organism which is proper for the manifestation of spiritual phenomena. A 
subdued light or darkness Increases tbe power and facilitates control.

Local Conditions.—The room in which a cirole is held for development or 
Investigation should be set apart for that purpose. It should be oomfortably 
ftrmod and ventilated, but draughts or currents of air should be avoided. Those 
persons composing the circle should meet in the room about an hour before the 
tsperimenu commence; the same sitters should attend each time, and occupy the 
tame plaoea. This maintains the peculiar magnetio conditions necessary to the 
production of the phenomena. A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it up.

Pa rsioLOOtCAL Ooxditioxs.—Tbe phenomena are produced by a vital force 
ema-ating from the sitters, which the spirits use as a connecting link between 
lhetuselvea and objects. Certain temperaments give off this power; others emit 
an opposite influence. If the circle la composed or persons with suitable tempera- 
trn-uta, manifestations will take place readily; if the oontrary be the case, much 
perseverance will bo necessary to produce results. If both kinds of temperament 
are present, they require to be arranged so as to produce harmony tn the psychical 
atmosphere evolved from them. Tne physical manifestations especially depend 
open temperament. If a drcla does not suooeed, ohanges should De made in the 
riitera till the proper conditions are supplied.

Mkxtax Conditions.—All forms of mental excitement are detrimental to 
success. Those with strong and opposite opinions should not sit together: 
opinionated, dogmatic, and positive people are better out of the circle and room, 
Turtles between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, oontempt, or other 
inharmonious sentiment should not sit at the same circle. Tbe vicious and crude 
should be excluded from all such experiments. The minds of the sitters should 
be in a passive rather than an active state, poos eased by the love of truth and of 
mankind. One harmonious and fully-dovaloped Individual is Invaluable in the 
formation of a circle.

Tkx Ctbcls should oonsist of from three to ten persons of both sexes, and 
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table. Oane-bottomed chairs or those with 
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs. Mediums and sensatives should 
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or soCu used by other persons, as the 
influences which accumulate In the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly. 
The active and quiet, tbe fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and female, 
should be seated alternately. If there is a medium present, he or she should 
socupy the end of the table with tbe back to the north. A mellow modiumlstlo 
person should be placed on each side of the medium, and those moot positive 
should beat the opposite corners. Ko person should be plaoed behind the 
medium. A circle may represent a hnraijine magnet, with the medium placed 
between the poles. 1.'

Coxduct at thx Cisclx.—The sitters should place their hands on the table, 
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and oomfortable. Agreeable con
versation, singing, reading, or lnvosation may be engaged In—anything that will 
tend to harmonise the minds of those present, and unite them In one purpose, is 
in order. By engaging in such exercises the circle may be made very profitable 
apart from the manifestations. Bitters should not desire anything in particular, 
but unite in being plranxi to receive that whioh Is best for all. The director of 
the circle should sit opposite the medium, and nut all questions to tbe spirit, and 
keep order. A reooufer should take notes or tbe conditions and proceedings. 
Manifestations may take place In a few minutes, or tbe circle may sit many times 
oefore any result occurs. Under these droumstanoes it is well to change the 
per: dons of the sitters, or introduce new (foments. till suooess is achieved. When 
the table begins to tilt, or when rape occur, do not be too impatient to get answers 
to questions. When the table can answer questions by giving three Ups or rape 
foe “ Yea," and one for " Ko," it may assist in placing the sitters properly. The 
spirits or lntMligencee which produce tbe phenomena should be treated with the 
same courtesy and consideration as yon would desire for yourselves If you were 
Introduced into the company of strangers fbr their personal benefit. At the same 
time, the sitters should not on any acoount allow their judgment to be warped or 
their good sense imposed upon by spirits, whatever their professions may be. 
Beason with them kindly, firmly, and considerately.

Istkbcoubsb with Spirits Is carried on by various means. The elmplem is 
three tips of the table or rape fbr " Yes," and one for “ Ko.” By this means the 
spirits can answer In the affirmative or negative. By calling over the alphabet 
the spirits will rap at the proper letters to constitute a message. Sometimes the 
hand of a sitter is shaken, then a pencil should be plaoed In the band, when the 
spirits may write by it automatically. Other sitters may beoome entranced, and 
the spirits one the vocal organs of suoh mediums to speak. The spirits 
eometimm impress nwdiums, while others are clairvoyant, and see the spirits, 
sad mraaagea from them written in luminous lrttera in the atmosphere. Bomra 
times the table and other objects are lifted, moved from place to plaoe, and eveu 
through closed doors. Patiently and kindly seek for tests or Identity from loved 
cam in the spirit-world, and exercise caution respoeting spirits who make extrava
gant protensums of any kind. *.

Errors proceeding with their investigations, inquirers into Bplrltualisa. 
should correspond with Mr. Burns, Proprietor of the Spiritual Institution, Its 
Southampton How, London, W.O., who will gladly forward a packet of publlra- 
.1— and useful information gratis. Stamps should in all cases be enclosed tor 
return postage. Deputations of mediums or lecturers may be arranged lor to 
vttt any looulty where public meetings ar seances can be Instituted.

SEANCES ON BEHALF OF DR. MONOK’S TESTIMONIAL.
On Tuesday evening, Jan. 27th, tbe whole of the proceeds of 

Mr. Towns’s seance at the Spiritual Institution, 15, Southampton 
Row, will be devoted to the Testimonial Fund. The sitting com
mences at 8 o’clock prompt, and visitors will be expected to con
tribute not less than Is. each.

Mrs. Woodforde will give a seance for the same object, at 90, 
Great Russell Street, (a few doors from the British Museum,) on 
Wednesday evening, Jan. 28, at 8 o'clock. Mr. J. C. Husk, 
physcal medium, will be present. Interesting voices and other 
phenomena are usually elicited at his sittings. The contribution 
expected is not named, but it is usually 5s. to a sitting of the kind.

A LECTURE BY MB. T. WALKER IN NEXT WEEK’S
MEDIUM.

A letter from Mr. A. J. Smart, Cardiff, oontains the following:—
“Mr. Thomas Walker lectured here three eveniogs last week. Bie 

third lecture, “ The Origin of the Human Race," was a masterpiece, so 
sMe and lucid an exposition was it of the facts and arguments based on 
the latest researches in connection with tbe derivation and antiquity of 
mao, the Darwinian and opposing hypotheses, the theory of natural 
selection, survival of the fittest, <fcc., &c., buttressed with references to 
the best authorities on each point. It is crammed with facts and con
clusions, and I have the whole of it.verbatim. The friends would like, 
if it be possible, to see it in print, for the purpose of distribution 
through the town in view of Mr. Walker's contemplated visit again in 
March next, immediately before leaving for abroad.”

We have acceded to Mr. Smart’s suggestion, and will print the lecture 
next week. Extra supplies should be ordered before Thursday.

Next number will also contain a Control from “ Jules Favre,” com
municated by A. T. T. P.

VERITAS: REVELATION OF MYSTERIES,
BIBLICAL, HISTORICAL, AND SOCIAL,

BY MEANS OB
THE MEDIAN AND PERSIAN LAW8.

By Henry Melville. Edited by F. Tennyson and A. Tuder, 
Large Quarto. One Guinea.

Contents.
Seventeen full-page plates of the Cons-tellationa (illustrated), Zodiacal 

Signs and Emblems, Masonic Certificate, Ancient Britons &c.; and many 
woodcuts representing Ancient Deities, Classical Symbols, &c, &c.; 
alm the following chapters:—

Introduction—Correspondence with Masonic Lodges—Astronomy and 
Masonry—-Construction of the Median and Persian Laws—Construction 
of the Triple Law, Ac.—Masonic Ceremonies—Masonic Certificate- 
Ancient Dates—Celestial Points—Celestial Cycles—The Birth of Moses- 
The Creation—The Deluge—The Birth of Christ—The Death of Christ- 
Celestial < ities — Terrestrial Fable Celestially Interpreted—Modern 
History—Mary, Queen of Scots—Charles the Martyr—Celestial Officers 
of State—The Revelation of St. John the Divine.

London : J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

Christmas Number of the MEDIUM
In a Handsome Illustrated Wrapper, 

Price l|d., post free 2d.
With every Copy is given Gratis a Photographic 

Portrait of the Spirit, “ Skiwaukie.” 
Contents:

I.—“ SKIWAUKIE,” THE INDIAN SPIRIT
GUIDE: Ancestry of the Medium, Mrs. Bil
ling. Her family mediums on both sides for 
generations. “ Ski’s ” first appearance. His 
Portrait and Phrenological Character. His 
work as a spirit—carries jewels 700 miles. 
His work in London and at Cardiff. Mr. A. J. 
Smart’s Testimony. Mr. J. Smyth’s Testi
mony. The Indian as a helper in Spiritualism.

II.—HISTORICAL CONTROLS: By A. T. T. P., 
“ Edmund Spenser ”: relates how the Medium, 
under influence, discoursed on the Nature of 
God with a Materialist—excellent argument.

III. —CAPTAIN KINDLY’S SPIRIT-BAND. By
“ The Wide-Awake Dreamer.” The Captain, 
John Smith, Bangor Jones, Solon Wiseman, 
Rev. Philemon Jude, A Wasted Life, Sir Charles 
Cheerful, Bart., and others speak, and tell what 
Spiritualism has done for them.

IV. —MADAME H. P. BLAVATSKY. By Mrs.
Mary J. Hollis-Billing. Her great powers 
as a Musician, Linguist, Occultist, Miracle
worker, and Theosophist.

V.—THE LIGHT IN THE CLOUDS. By Miss 
Caroline Corner, Author of “ ’Twixt Will and 
Fate,” “The Slinkensmirk Family,” &c., &c. 
This thrilling Novelette, in seven chapters, will 
interest thousands in our Cause. It teaches 
Spiritualism and much that is good besides. ,

VI.—ZANA: THE SLAVE MEDIUM. By“Lu- 
cella.” A Tale of Spontaneous Mediumship, 
showing how the most humble may do the 
grandest Spirit-work.

VII.—POEM: THE LIVING AND THE DEAD. 
By J. K. Lewis : dedicated to “ Skiwaukie.” 
An able Poem.

VIII.—POEM: MAY GOD PITY THEM—THE 
POOR. By “The Cornish Exile.”

London : J. BURNS, 15, Southampton, Row. W.C.

Nottingham.—The friends here are makiDg a move in the right 
direction. The Christian Spiritualists have built and opened a new 
chapel, oalled “The Vine,” at Hyson Green, where trance-address;a 
are to be delivered through Mrs. Dutton, three times on Bunday, and 
one per week night. Arrangements have also been made by the (late 
“progressive”) Spiritualists to re-open the “Spiritualists’ Meeting 
House,” in Sbakespere Street, and to amalgamate and organise them
selves into a “ Nottingham Association of Spiritualists.” The place 
will be re-opened by our friend and brother, E. W. Wallis, on Sunday 
next, morning and evening, and also on the Monday evening. The 
friends purpose having a tea-meeting on Shrove Tuesday, Feb. 10. It 
is sincerely hoped that all the Spiritualists of Nottingham will rally 
round, and help to make the Cause a success. Our basis is broad. 
“ No credal belief beiDg required as a condition of membership.”
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Noto ready. Cloth, pp. 234, 5s.

A Forecast of the Religion of the Future,
BEING

SHORT E8SAYS ON SOME IMPORTANT QUESTIONS IN 
RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHY.

By W. W. CLARK.
CONTENT8.

The Philosophy of Evil 4 Suffering. Tbe Philosophy of Inspiration and 
“ - —. ’ — Revelation.

Christianity: Its Divine 4 Human 
Elements.

PLAN FOR THE

Effeotive Distribution of Spiritual Literature.

RECOHSTRUCTIOM of the PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE FUND

Conscience: Ita Place and Function. 
Religion and Dogma.
Psychism and Spiritualism.

London: TEUBNER & CO., 57 4 59, LUDGATE HILL, E.O. 
To be had of all Booksellers.

RATIONALE OF SPIRITUALISM.

32 pp. Price 2d.; by post, 3d.

E. W. ALLEN, 11, Ave Maria Lane.

TESTIMONIAL FOR DR. MONCK.
Appeal to Spiritualists.

Dear Friends,
Fully sensible that too many appeals have been made on 

behalf of Mediums, we feel that Dr. Monck’s case presents one for 
a special claim upon the generosity of Spiritualists.

As one of tbe Pioneers of our belief, he has not only spent his 
private means, but also his very life; for in furthering research, 
by means of the marvellous materialisations in the light through 
his mediumship, his health, already exhausted by bitter perse
cution, hae completely given way.

For nearly two years he has Men cared for by kind friends, but 
it is now his desire to return to the work so dear to him as soon 
as his health permits, and especially is it hia wish to work as an 
unpaid medium, to do which some temporary help is now needed.

The undersigned earnestly appeal to all Spiritualists to assist 
Dr. Monck in his present necessity, and to subscribe liberally to 
the Testimonial now under their care.

One friend has offered to give £20 if £80 more is subscribed in 
sums of £10 and £5 each. We think this challenge should be 
accepted, but we hope email sums will not be withheld. 
W. P. Adshkad, Belper. “
Dr. Brows, Burnley. 
Jamis Burks, Southampton Bow. 
Alixamdib Caldbb, 1, Hereford

Square, 8.W. 
Prof. R. Fatisi, Breslau. 
A. J. Oranstoun, Meggen, Lucerne. 
J. H. Glndstanxs, Merignao. 
Baron Diacitscx-HoLMriLD, Hol

stein.
Sir C. Isham, Bart., Northampton.

AU remittances should be sent to Morell Theobald.
62, Granville Park, Blackheath.
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STANDARD WORKS & INTERESTING NOVELTIES
TO DEPOSITORS AT COST PRIOE.

An effort is being made to raise immediately £1,000 as perma
nent capital for the publication of Spiritual Literature, and ita 
production at the lowest possible cost, with a view to its universal 
diffusion.

Deposits of not less than £1 will entitle to the possession of a 
deposit certificate, the holder of which may purchase at any time, 
for cash, books at depositors’ prices and on depositors’ terms to 
the fuU amount of sum marked on the deposit certificate. This 
privilege allows the original capital to remain undisturbed while 
the best books may be obtained at one third of the published 
price (or less), without waiting for the appearance of a new 
edition.

The greater the number of depositors, and the more frequently 
the capital is turned over, the cheaper books can be produced, ana 
the greater benefit conferred on the Cause by the diffusion of 
knowledge.

By taking part in this fund, all Spiritualists can be useful in the 
Cause. Thousands of volumes could be taken up at these cheap 
prices if proper effort were made.

This is not a company or speculation of any kind. The plan has 
already given publicity to 20,000 volumes, and has bestowed on 
the Movement in this country a popular literature at a reasonable 
price. All past transactions have terminated with complete satis
faction to the depositors.

Book dubs may become depositors; in fact, every family of 
Spiritualists should be the centre of a book club, and by that means 
gradually flood the country with first-class information on Spiri
tualism.

The whole of the deposit may be taken up in goods at any time 
if the depositor desire to withdraw from the fund.

The following new works and new editions are ready or in pre
paration:

Cloth, 3s. fid., to Depositors, 4 oopies for 10s. 6d. 
LECTURES ON THB PHILOSOPHY OP

MESMERISM AND ELECTRICAL PSYCHOLOGY.
(18 t» number.)

~Bj Db. John Boveb Does. 
CONTENTS.

Philosophy or Mesmerism.—1. Introductory Lecture on Animal Mag
netism—3. Mental Electricity, or Spiritualism—3. An Appeal in behalf of the 
Science—<> The Philosophy of Clairvoyance— t. The Number of Degree, in 
Mesmerism—6. Jesns and the Apostles.

Thb Philosophy or Elkctrical Psychology.—Dedication—Introduction 
—1. Electrical Psychology ; its Definition an > Importance in Curing Diseases— 
1. Beauty of Independent Thought and Itearle a Expression—S. Connecting Link 
between Mind and Matter, and Circulation ot the Blood— <. Philosophy of Disease 
and Nervous Force—6. Cure of Disease an 1 being Acclimated—S. Existence of 
Deity Proved from Motion—7. Subject ol Creation Considered—8. Doctrine of 
Impressions— 9. Connection between the Voluntary and Involuntary Nerve.— 
10. Electro-Ourapathy Is tbe beet Medical System in being, as it involves tbe 
Bxoellenoee of all other Systems—11. The Secret Revealed, so that all may know 
bow to Experiment without an Instructor—U. Genftology, or Hnman Beauty 
Philosophically Considered.

Nearly reedy.
Prioe 5s., to Depositors, 6 oopies for 21s.

THE NEXT WORLD.
Containing Papers aud Essays by Individuals now in 8plrit-Life, 

through Susan G. Hobs, Clairvoyants.
In the press.

THE SPIRITUAL LYRE.
Paper covers, fid.; to Depositors, 12 oopiss, 4s. Ooth, Is.; to Deposi

tors, 12 oopies, 8s.
In preparation.

THE rtPEAT PYRAMID OF JEEZEH.
By William Oxley. Reprinted from the Medium. Cloth, 200 pp. 

2s. 6d. ; to Depositors, 12 oopies for £1 Is.
In preparation. 

GLIMPSES OF SPIRIT-LIFE.
Communicated to the Cardiff ** Circle of Light." Reprinted from the 

Mbdium. 130 pp., paper wrappers, Is. 6d.; to Depositors, 10 copiee 
for 10s. Cloth, 2s.; to Depositors, 10 copies for 15s.

In preparation. An English edition of 
STARTLING FACTS IN MODERN SPIRITUALISM 

Chiefly through the Mediumship of Mrs. Hollis-Billing.
By N. D. Wolfb, M.D., 550 pp. Many illustrations. Price 7s. 6d. 

to Depositors, 5s.
LONDON: JAMES BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.O.

One who wishes she could do 
more .....................................

George Tommy.........................
P.O.O. from Germany
Capt. James .........................
J. H. Aldridge.........................
Thos. Stocking..........................
Small sums .........................
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PURE SOLIDIFIED CACAO

Bubimbss and Mudical Glaibvoyancb. 
■MR..TOWNS, is at home daily to receive friends from 10 a.m. 
ill. till 6 pjn., at other hours by appointment. Address—1, Albert 
Terrace, Barnsbury Bond, Islington.

TRY IT, AND YOU WILL USE NO OTHER.
Prioe 4s, per lb. Sold in Packet, of 1 lb. each. Full Instructione 

for its preparation aooompany each packet. By tending for a quantity 
at a time it will be tent carriage paid, preventing the neoemity for 
agencies, additional profits, and the risk of adulteration. When kept in 
a tin caddy with closely fitting lid, it may ba preserved for years with
out deterioration.

Agent: J. BURNS, is, Southampton Bow, W.O.
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J. BURNS, 
PRACTICAL PHRENOLOGIST, 

15, Southampton Bov, W.G.
•/ Mr. Burns**  many engagements render it neoea- 

■ary that visitors make appointments in advance.
If R. BURNS givea his Paycho- 
ML Organic Delineations oo tbe following term*: — 

for a fall Written Delineation—the remarks made 
by Mr. Burns being taken down to shorthand, and 
written out verbatim, with Chart of the Organs, 31s.

for a Verbal Delineation, and Marked Chart, 
lfafld.

Verbal Delineation, fa.
A Short Verbal Delineation, for children and those 

of limited means, 3s. fid.
Mr. Burns may be engaged to give Delineations on 

Ms visits to tbe country.

ASTROLOGY.
•• Worth its Weight fa Gold."

T?VERY adult person living should pur- 
D <*saeat  ones "YOURFUTCM FORETOLD.- 
. book of 144 pp. cloth, only 3*.  M.
London: 3. Btnon. 15, Southampton Bow, W.C.; 
X. W. iT-i CT ii, Ave Meria Leno, Paternoster Bow; 
ar po<-free of E. Caias,, High St., Watford, Herta, 

Instruction*  to purchasers gratis.

Astrology. — professor wil-
BO5 may be Consulted on the Events of Life, at 

108, CMedooian Bead, King's Cross. Personal Con. 
saWatirms only. Time of Birth required, fee, 3s. fid; 
instructions given. Attendance from 3 till 8 p.m.

Astrological chart.—send one 
Stamp and an addressed (square size) envelope 

scampad for my Astrological Chart. Address— 
Matone Btoffnr. Dorkfag.

Mias P. Knight Is no longer agent for M.S.

THE SCIENCE OF THE STARS.— 
1 Aro you anxious about Marriage, Business, or 

absent friends. Ac. ? Consult Sybil, who will resolve 
year doubts. Bee 3a. fid. Nativities, one guinea.— 
M, George Street, St James Street, Brighton.

ASTROLOGY.—Gabriel can be consulted 
upon any event In life. Questions 5s,, Nativities 

15a. Apply by letter only—18, Nottingham Street, 
High ttawt, Marylebene.

RAPHAEL’S PROPHETIC MESSEN
GER AJU> EPHEMERIS FOR 1880. Containing 

Predietion*  of the Events and the Weather that are 
likely to occur during 1880, with a large Hiero-

•• Raphael's ** is the oldest and best Astrological 
Almanac now published. He foretold tbe great 
floods, tbe sad colonial calamities, and all the princi
pal events of tbe current year, even to the present 
Afghan War I Buy, read, and judge it for yourself.

Post-free, 7d.; with Ephemeris, 13d.
London: J. B. Catty, 13, Ave Maria Lane, E.U.

MEROURIUB’S

PREDICTING ALMANACK for 1880. 
Will be Published early fa November.

In consequence of the remarkable predictions of 
tbe recent hard winter, and the death of the Princess 
Alice and the King of Italy, the large edition printed 
in October, "UJ8, was sold before Xniai; a second 

wa*  printed in January last, in order to 
satufy the demand for copies from the United States 
and all parts of the world. The violent storms of the 
ynar lfllP were faithfully recorded, and there was 
scarcely an event of any great importance—either 
stdhmess, death, war, or victory, but what has been 
faithfully foretold. Forewarned la to be forearmed. 
Tbm to Farmers, Sportsmen, Merchants, Photo- 
f ttoira, and Traders, this Almanack Is invaluable; 
sad in addition to the purely exceptional contents of 
tbs Almanack, we have everything that can be found 
in tbe moot expensive one,—such as a Tide Table for 
all parts of the Country, a oomplete list of Fairs, 
Port Office, and all useful Information, wfth complete 
and daily records of the Wind and Weather for the 
year 1880, Astrological Tables and Charts, with full 
directions for casting Nativities, and every in forma
ttom useful for Students and Amateurs.

Price fid., post-free, 7d.
Co-operative Publishing Company, Victoria House, 

Catherine Street, Strand, W.C.

WANTED, by a Young Spiritualist, a 
flitnation as help of any kind fa a private 

family assU*  to boaaahott work. Address
—K. H., 58, Derby Street, Moss Bide, Manchester.

pLAERVOYANT SITTINGS are given 
by “D.uxx’4’’-*UWLX.  b,y>point«MtB»ly. 

Apply .t 18, Bdnwaxnpton Bow, Condon, W.O. 
A aodkl BHDn «ntx e*sai»g.  at 6 o'doefc.

H
NEW EDITION.

OW TO LIVE WELL
ON

SIXPENCE A DAY.
Being an abridgment of Dr. T. L. Nichols's justly 

Celebrated and Valuable Work. One Penny; ljd. 
by post, six copies for sixpence to stamps.

London : J. Burns, 15, Southampton Bow, W.C.

Weekly, Id.; Monthly, fid. (Portraits weekly.)
House and home, 

A Journal for all classes; discussing all matters 
pertaining to the dwelling and to the household.

“It may be read by everyone, and to advantage.**  
—Graphic. “ A variety of interesting subjects.”— 
Daily Chronicle.

Dr. Benson Baker's papers on “ How to Feed an 
Infant” should be read by every woman in the land. 
Of all booksellers and newsagents. Office, 335, Strand.

THE CELKBRATHD 

“JOHN KING” NUMBER 
or

THE MEDIUM.
N turning over our Mock, we have come 

across a small parcel of this most popular of any 
document on Spiritualism which has been printed in 
this countiy. It contains the portrait of'*Jonn  King * 
as sketched by an artist who saw him materialise fa 
daylight, and the matter of which the number con
sists is of tlie greatest Interest to investigators. Re
cent investigators of our Cause who have not seen this 
publication would do well to securea copy. Price Id., 
post free l|d.
Mxunnc Office, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

To appear on the 9th of January, prioe fid. per month, 
or fa. fid. per annum in advance.

THE PHRENOLOGICAL MAGAZINE:
A BCLKNTLFIC AMD EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL.

The contents of the first number will include the 
following articles :—
W. E. Gladstone, Esq., a Delineation (with portrait). 

By Mr. L. N. Fowler.
Phrenology tn England, by the same.
Phrenology and Education.
The Colour Sense.
The Study of Psychology. Tales, Poetry, Ac.

Published by Mr. L. N. Fowlzb, Publisher and 
Phrenologist, 107, Fleet Street, London.

REMOVAL.
YOUNGER, Mesmerist and Healer, 

• removed from Woolwich and Easton Road to 
Moscow House, comer of Moscow and Hereford 
Roads, Bayswater, W., three minute**  walk from 
Queen’s Road Station, where he continues to treat 
the most complicated diseases with marvellous 
success. Mesmerism and Healing taught, written 
instructions, with anointing oil for home-use or self
treatment. Office hours—Monday, Tuesday, Thurs
day, and Friday, from 2 till 6, or by appointment.

ATRS. JULIA DICKINSON CHEEVER, 
.1 v 1 the well-known and reliable Medical Clair-
voyante and Magnetic Healer, has returned to Eng
land, and Is prepared to treat all clastes of disease. 
Patients at a distanee send lock of hair, handwriting, 
and two leading symptoms. She willjsend a dear 
diagnosis of the case with remedies to cure. Fee, one 
guinea.

16. Brownlow Street, Liverpool.

THE SPIRITUAL PIONEER, Pub
lished Monthly, price one halfpenny ; 100 

copies, 3s.; 50, post-free, Is. lOd.; 12, post-free*  5|d. 
W. H. Lambexxx, 63. Manchester Road, Bradford.

SPIRITUALISM as a DESTRUCTIVE
and CONSTRUCTIVE SYSTEM.

A lecture delivered In Doughty Hall, London, on 
Sunday, Feb. 16, 1879, by John Tysrman. Price fid. 

London : J. Burns, 15, Southampton Bow, W.C.

0 UR IDENTITY WITH ISRAEL. 
By Edward Hinn. Copies sold

The 47 Identifications ... .. (M.) 180,000
Flashes of Light .. («d.) 70,000
Oxfbrd Wrong ........... ... (4d.) 35,000
England's Coming Glories .. (6d.) 30,000
Anglo-Saxon Biddle .. (3d.) 36,000

The above, bound together, gilt edges, bevelled 
boards, 3s. fid.; postage, 4d. extra.

Sold by J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

TlFISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist 
and Rubber, has REMOVED to 51, George 

Street, Euston Road, where she sees patients by 
appointment only. Ladies suffering from weakness, 
misplacement, or prolapsus, speedily cured without 

me diol nA Terms moderate.

UH. 0. E. WILLIAMS, 61, Lamb’s Con*  
ILL duit Street, W.C. At home daily from 13 till 5 
On Thursday and Saturday evenings from 8 o'clock 
for Reoeption of Friends. Address as above.

MRS. OLIVE, 100, Clarendon Road,
Notting Hill, W., three minutes’ walk from 

Notting Hill Station, Public Trance Seance for Heal
ing, Mondays, 11 a.m., free Healing Fridays, 3 p.m., 
and Trance Communications, Wednesdays. 7 p.m. 
Admission 3s. fid. At home for Private Seances every 
day from 11 to 5; fee one guinea, or by arrangemen 
Persons unknown to Mrs. Olive must have an intr 
duct ion from some known Spiritualists.

MR. FRANK HERNE, 15, Thomham
Grove, Stratford, E. Private Seance b attended

Mr. and Mrs. Herne receive Spiritualists every 
Wednesday, also the first Sunday fa each month, at 
8 p.m. Trains from Liverpool Street. Address as 
above.

MR. J. W. FLETCHER,
22, Gordon Street, Gordon Square, W.O, 

At home every day exoept Bunday. 
Sunday Evenings at Steinway Hall, 

Lower Seymour Btreet.
at 7 o'clock.

MB. J. J. MORSE, 
Inspirational Trance Speaker 

Elm Tree Terrace, Uttoxeter 
Road, Derby.

Agent for all kinds of Spiritual Literature.

MRS. WOODFORDE, Developing and 
Healing Medium. Any form of mediumship 

developed. Ladies and children healed by Mesmer 
ism. Terms according to circumstances. Days and 
hours of business—Mondays, Wednesdays, Thtora*  
days, and Saturdays, from 1 pjn. to 5 p.m. 90, Great 
Russel! Street, Bloomsbury, W.O.

Askance for clairvoyance and 
TRANCE st lire. PRICHARD'S, 16, Devon 

•hire Street. Queen Square. W.O.. Thursday*  at 8 p.m

. E. W. WALLIS, Inspirational 
Ipxakxb. For term*  and date*  apply— W. 

Caroline Street, Nottingham.

MISS M, A. HOUGHTON, Medica- 
Clairvoyante and Healing Medium. Examina

tions ata distance by lock of hair. Paralysis, Bdatioal 
and Rheumatism, specialities. At home from 13 till 
5 p.m. Patients treated at tbeir homes when desired. 
—99, Park Street, Grosvenor Square, W.

MRS. WALKER, Trance, Test, and
Clairvoyant Medium, gives sittings only by 

appointment. Address—4*5,  Jubilee Btreet, Com
mercial Road, E.

SEANCES are held at 164, Ferndale Road
Brixton, every Monday, at 7.80: Powerful Physi

cal, Clairvoyant, and Trance-Mediums attend. Ad
mission Is. each.

HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS.

DR. JAMES MACK
Can only be seen by appointment. Address 

all letter*  14, Osnaburg Street, London, N.W.
N.B.—Magnetised Fabric for the alleviation or our*  

of Disease, 5s. per packet, 3s. fid. renewal.

JOSEPH ASHMAN, 
Psychopathic Healer, 

14, Sussex Plaoe, Cornwall Gardena, Kensing
ton, W.

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11 a.m, to 5 p.m.

MR. J. H. ALDRIDGE, Magnetic 
Healer and Medical Botanist, will send Herbal 

remedies to any one suffering from whatever cause, 
on receiving P.O.O. for 3s. fid?, payable at Poet-offioe, 
GlrUngton, Bradford, or <5 stamps. A description 
of the diseases will be quite unnecessary, as our little 
girl, only eleven years of age, has the gift of a natural 
seer— she can see and read tbe interior of the human 
frame; dlrtanos no object. Address—17, Fairbank 
Road, Whetley Lane, Bradford, Yorks.

MRS. JOSEPH ASHMAN’S EMBRO
CATION for the oure of Bronchitis, Bore 

Throats, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Stiff Joints, 
federal Debility, Ao., Ac.—3s. 9d. per bottle.

1, Sussex Place, Cornwall Gardere, Kensington, W.

In Paper Wrappers, 2,. doth Boards, 3s.

LIFE BEYOND THE CRAVE,
DESCRIBED BY A SPIRIT, THROUGH A WRITING MEDIUM.

This Volume contains pen and ink Pictures of the Conditions of Life after Physical Dissolution, the perusal of whioh will 
aartrer hundreds of questions continually cropping up in the mind of the student of Spiritualism.

LONDON 3 J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, W.C»

Digitized by LaOOQle
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Now in the Preu.
The Most Handsome Book on Spiritualism. A New Edition, with Important Additions. 

STARTLING FACTS in MODERN SPIRITTJA.LISM, 
By NAPOLEON B. WOLFE, M.D.

This magnificent volume contains upwards of 550 pages, ie printed on toned paper, and bound in a handsome and artistio manner. It is 
illustrated with several Photographs, including tbe Portrait of the Author and that of Mrs. Hollis-Billing; also of the Spirit-Control, 
“ Bkiwakee.” It contains facsimiles of Spirit-Writing, Diagrams of Rooms, and every form of Illustration calculated to explain the text.

This well-written volume is regarded as one of tbe best which has appeared on the Phenomena of Spiritualism. It is an account of the 
Bigher Phenomena obtained through tbe unrivalled Mediumship of Mrs. Mary J. Hollie-Billing, recorded by a writer of eminent scientific 
attainments.

American Editions sold at 12s. 6<Z. This English Edition will sell at 7z. M. To Depositors in the Publication Fund, 5s.

CONTE NTS.
Chap. 1.—Personal Recollections of Wizards. Witches, and Witchcraft.
Chap. 2.—Manifestations in. Columbia, Harrisburg, and tho Queen's Bush, 

Canada.
Clmp. 3.—Investigation continued in Boston, Mass.—Mansfield—The Spirit- 

Postmaster, &c. __
Chap. 4.—Personal Tests—Picture-Writing—Strange Visitors—The Medium a 

Sensibility. , ' ,
Chap. 5.—Guard against Imposture—Unreliable Mediums in the field.
Chap. 6.—Classification of Phenomena—Spiritual Priestcraft—Death—The Body 

—Mrs. Mary J. Hollis. „
Chap. 7.—Dark Circles—Mrs. Hollis In Terror—Extraordinary Bights—A New 

Theory of Sickness—A ** What is it?”
Chap. 8.—Slate-Writing—Startling Communications—Mother announces herself 

in a Dark Circle. _
Chap. 0.—A Visit to Mrs. Hollis—Her Family—A Premonition and Prophecy- 

How she became a Spiritualist—Dark Circle in which a Spirit singB a German tong 
—Many talk, and one shows its face.

Chap. 10.—Mrs. Hollis’s engagements—Table-Writing—A French communi
cation to the Author—Outdoor-writing—Spring Grove—Spirit-hands handling 
Money—Three Hands under the Table.

Chap. 11.—Spirit-Writing on Paper—French and Spanish Writing-Letters from 
Jim Nolan and Ney—Napoleon’s Re-incarnation Predicted—Blx Letters from 
Josephine—A Slanderer unmasked by Skiwaukee.

Chap. 12.—Several letters from Josephine—Extraordinary statement of Marshal 
Ney respecting Louis Napoleon’s Father.

Chap. 13.—Spirit-Telegraphing—Frank Stevens’s Messages written in Tele
graphic Characters—Nolan describes Spirit-Telegraplis—Inspirational Ideas— 
Bridge-Building—Roebling as a Medium.

Chap. 14.—A host of Spirits—Two Private Letters—Colonel Platt mystified— 
A Singular Vision—Moliammed's Autograph—Josephine explains—Ney and 
Nolan to be seen.

Chap. 15.—The Dark Circle—Character Disclosed—SpiritB Binging—Clapping 
Hands—A Grip—Skiwaukee’s Tactics-On a Rampage—Floats the Music Box- 
Mrs. Hollis Levitated twice—Clairvoyance—Jim Nolan’s Eloquence.

Chap. 16.—Cabinet for the Spirits—Excitement in Hades—Wonderful Pheno
mena—My Mother’s Face, Hand, and Voice—Face of the Empress Josephine— 
Bpirit-Flowers—Spirit plays the Harp—Marshal Ney in Uniform, Materialised.

Chap. 17.—A new Cabinet and new Programme—Charles Reemelin—Purcell 
and Mansfield—Corry—Parents recognising Children—Children recognising 
Parents—Old Friends—The testimony of well-known Citizens—Writing—Spirits 
conversing through the Aperture—F. B. Plimpton os an Investigator—His able 
Report.

Chap. 18.—Plimpton—Corry—Private Seances—Recognising Friends—Spirit- 
Flowers—Buchanan Reads and Speaks audibly—A Spirit prints his hand in flour 
—About Conditions—" A Bet ”—Geo. D. Prentice—Colonel Piatt—Transformation 
—Illuminated Spirits.

Chap. 19.—Colonel Piatt Reports—Has the fun knocked out of him—Discovers 
something too Sacred for Halstead, the " Brute," to Trample on—He sandpapers 
Halsteads und draws " blud.” •

Chip. 20.—Extraordinary conversation with Jim Nolan tn the Light—A number 
of distinguished French Spirits—Calling distinguished Citizens to Testify—Parents 
recognising Children—The Dead Speak and Write again.

Chap^ 21.—Remarkable Interview—Elwood Fisher identifies himself to Mr. 
Corry-Jim Nolan is phonetically reported by Benn Pitman—The Marriage 
Question from a Spirit-Standpoint—Nolan’s views on a variety of Subjects— 
“ Thought Indicator.”

Chap. 23.—Spirit-Phenomena seen by Hon. Wm. M. Corry—Spirit-Writing, 
Talking, nnd Materialising—A Troup of Old Citizens come to the Front—Elwood 
Fisher Interviewed—Shows part of his Face—Astounding Manifestations.

Chap. 23- -Spirits writing German and French—Vickers convinced that the 
Manifestations were not fraudulent—Mrs. Hollis oould not do the Writing—Tho 
Test of A. P. C.—A German Fable—Elwood Fisher—Spirit-hand larger than Mrs. 
Hollis’s—Can make no Discovery of Fraud—A Heidelberg Pupil speaks to Mrs. 
Vickers in German.

Chap. 24.—Manifestations in Memphis—On the Thompson Dean—In New 
Orleans—Along the Rail—Mrs. Hollis’s return to Cincinnati—A remarkable Inter
view with Fanny Wright.

Chap. 25.-Wonderful Phenomena—Materialising in the Light—A Singular 
Vision—Cowen, the Murderer, released—Hughes’s Murderers in bad company— Babies. z

Chap. 26.—Private Bounces —Many Witnesses — Nolan — Bkiwaukee — Four 
Letters from Josephine, &c.

Chap. 27.—Spirit-hand on top of the Table—A curious Revelation by Josephine 
—Spirits writing in the room—Brush my hair—Play the drum—Eat an apple— 
Mrs. Lewis—Spirits eat cake and drink wine—Spirits put their hands in flour— 
The needle test—Josephine explains Phenomena—Watch-Test—Josephine in a 
Dark Circle—Nolan writes while I hold the paper—Beats the Reveille and " three 
cheers”—Drumsticks—Exploits with a finger-ring—Josephine after Churchmen.

Chap. 23.—Table-tests repeated—Dark Beauce^giving— Remarkable Statement 
of "Old Ski,” with a moral—Josephine happy—Experiment with water—Smells 
from the Inferno-Coal Merchant—Spiced Milk—Queer Taste—A Dark Circle— 
The Spirits refuse to Manifest—Cause: Whisky—Josephine on the Situation—A 
doubtful Beverage—Queer Odours—A Miracle—Extraordinary Book-test—Dark 
Circle—Josephine again—Book-test repeated—A circle of Proscribed Men and 
Women—Josephine pleased.

Chap. 29.—A Dark Circle—4 Young Medium—Spirit-flower at the table—A 
circle of Filth—Jowfhino speaks of it—An Alarmed Dutchman—Ostracism—A 
contrast — Spirit-lights—Prediction — Counting money — Pearls, Pearls—Table
lifting—Final Sitting- Valedictory Letter.

Chap 30.—Mr. Plimpton’s second Report—The Medium—Object in view—The 
needle-test—The watch-test—The book lest—Two hands in flour—The box-test 
—The Hand—Miscellaneous.

Chap. 31.—Conclusion.

LONDON: J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, W.O.

Tn ornamented Cloth, gilt lettered. Price 5s.—Reprinted from the “ Quarterly Journal of Science.”

RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRITUALISM.
By WILLIAM CHOOKE8, F.B.S.

Thia volume contain, the following papers:—
I. Spiritualism viewed in tiib Light or Modern Science.

IL Experimental Investigation or a New Force. 

in. SoMB FURTHER EXPERIMENTS ON PSYCHIC FORCE.
IV, Psychic Force and Modern Spiritualism. A reply to the 

Quarterly Review.
V. CoRRMFONDINCI ARISING OUT Of Dr. CARPENTER*,  Misrepbbsbxta- 

tions. Letter, by Professor G. G. Stokes, Sec. F.R.S., Mr.

William Crookes, F.R.S., Sir Charles Wheatstone, Dr. William 
B. Carpenter, Mr. Crookes to tae President and Council of the 
Royal Society, with Reply.

VI Noris or an Inquiry into tor Phenomena called Spibituak 
during the years 1870-73. In whioh the phenomena are 
arranged into twelve olasses.

VIL Miss Florence Cook's Mediumship. Spirit-forms—the last of 
Katie King; the photographing of Katie King.

Illustrated with 16 Engravings of Apparatus and Methods employed in the Investigation.

To Depositors, 4 Copies for Seven Shillings.

THE BEST BOOK FOB INQUIRERS. THE LATEST PHENOMENA.

Where are the Dead? or, Spiritualism Explained.
Am Account of the astounding Phenomena of Spiritualism, affording positive Proof by undeniable Faots that those wo mourn ae

DEAD ARE STILL ALIVE,
And can communicate with us; that Spiritualism is sanctioned by Scripture and consistent with science and common sense, with 
Specimens of Communications raoKwd; Axtracts from its Literature; Advice to Investigators; Addresses of Mediums; and all 
useful information, by Farrs.

Be-issue, Price Two Shillings and Sixpenoe.

Study Of Religion—Tbo Name and the Thing. By F. E. Abbott, Editor of the Index. A Thoughtful and
Logical Work. Price 2d.

The Sympathy Of Religions. By Thomas Wentworth Higginson. Shows that all Religions are essentially tho
same. Price 2d.

LONDON : JAMES BUBNB, 15, SOUTHAMPTON BOW, HOLBOBN, W.C.

Ixipdon : Printed end Published by JAMAS BURNS, 15, Southampton Bow, Molborn, W.Q.

Digitized by LiOOQlC


