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There most be some one or more on the earth to act as an
amanuensis or Recorder (whether by impression, intuition, or
direct communication through a modium, it is all the same), to
put the communications in written form, and, consequently,
there must have been some one who thus wrote (or arranged,
as the Indian name implies) the ancient Vedic and other
Writings.

Tradition (if not more than tradition) points to such an one,
who was known or designated by the name Krishna Dwypayen
Veias (or Vyasa, which means the Arranger or Recorder, as we
should understand it). Krishna means black, and Dwypayen,
means difficult to attain, which, spiritually interpreted, symbol-
ises the states of mankind, to whom the revelation was made,
and denotes that, while in mortal condition, the true know ledge
of Deity and Spirit entails great labour and study to attain.
The “ blackness ” symbolises the deep and profound ignorance
in which mortal man is sunk in regard to the knowledge of the
states and experiences which pertain to the Spirit, in whatever
state of expression it may be.  As is well known, “ Krishna”
was supposed to be the eighth Incarnation of Vishnu; who is
the second in order of the Hindu Trinity. ““Vishnu,” like Osiris
and others, simply means the Sun ; but of this more anon.

The ““All of Memory”—by which term is understood the
power of coming or going into the scenes and experiences of
the past at will—is not permanently enjoyed until the state
of angelhood is attained, for in that state of being the past
and present are as one; but in a state beyond the angel, known
as the God-sphere or state, the past, present, and future are as
one. Beyond this no finite mortal can pierce, even in thought
or conception, but that there is such a state Revelation abun-
dantly affirms.

An understanding of the grand law of influx (but little
dreamt of and still Tess comprehended by the mass) enables us
to receive the statement of the now angel “ Busiris/ that he
was the author of the ““Mahabarat” (including the Bhagavat
Gceta), seeing that he has advanced to the knowledge of his own
spiritual life-source, which enabled him, when in mortal form,
to accomplish the work which he came into this world to per-
form. The highest wisdom is possessed by those who inhabit
the third or celestial heavens, and from thence it is that the
Source of all inspired thoughts, written or unwritten, is derived.

Such, to my view, is the appearance, on the mundane scene,
of “ Busiris the Ancient,” at the closing of one cycle and the
opening of another in human history, and accordingly there
should be no great difficulty in comprehending who and what
“Busiris ” is, and what bis (or their) mission was, and is, and
will be. To open another page in the Book of Human Life, of
necessity the “ Angel of Light” must come forth and break
the Seal, or, in other words, give forth and reveal in prophecy
what is to be the characteristic of the new forthcoming cycle
period. Whether recognised and acknowledged under the titles
of Vishnu, Krishna, Osiris, Bacchus, Jesus, or any other, it all
amounts to the same, viz., that Revelations concerning the un-
known are made to mankind, and these aro by means of angelic
ministrations or communications, whatever form they may take.
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A mortal receives the inspiration or communication, and gives
it forth for the good and enlightenment of his or her fellow-
mortals. This, and no other, is the true secret of all Revelations
of God to Man.

I will here say that | trust your readers will not charge me
with dogmatism. 1 have no such intention as to Bpeak with
authority, but merely present to the world, through the only
channel which appears open to me, the flitting thoughts which
have passed through my mind during several years of study
into these profound depths of human research, and which now
appear to be taking somewhat of a defined form and shape.
As such, and only such, I present them for acceptance, or other-
wise, to those who Bee consistency in them; and if perchance
they should, in any feeble manner throw any light upon the
deeply important and interesting problems concerning the
origin and destiny of the human boul, then I am abundantly
rewarded, inasmuch as my work is not to combat error, but to
try to discover what is Truth, and what is Good, and what is
Evil.

Surely, if it be a great discovery achieved by the scientific
means of the day—viz., that the first form of physical life is
composed of ““jelly,” circular or otherwise in shape, and that
all phenomenal appearances of moving and growing forms are
developedfront the same substance, into a—Ilichen or an oak!—
into a minnow or a whale!—into a mouse or an elephant!—into
a monkey or a man!—surely it must be a grander discovery—
if any mortal be fortunate enough to stumble on the law by
which such mighty developments follow, and to propound a
rational theory accounting for the action of such law or inherent
force! for most assuredly, the protoplastic cellular jelly is but
the clothing of the Life-principle contained within it! Having
arrived at this point, who has the temerity to Bay that “ hither-
to the human mind can penetrate—but no further?” . The next
question necessarily follows, How came the Life-principle to
clothe itself and assume that shape and form ? and following
that, Why did it do so? and, What becomes of that Bame iden-
tical u Life-principle,” thus clothed, when it has developed into
its ultimate form? Without arrogating to myself any superior
knowledge above my fellows, I may modestly claim the position
of an index-finger pointing the way to the Temple of Know-
ledge and Wisdom, above the portals of which are inscribed in
radiant figures—Spibit Communion. Thisis the only entrance
into the domain of pure Spiritual and heavenly Truth that I
know of; and, according to my humble view, happy he or she
who seeks and finds the way leading to Eternal Life!

I have already placed the position of the two great Epic poems
of ancient Hinduism as posterior, in point of time, to the Vedas
(or at least to three of them). Both of these works contain the
account of the history and warB of the two great primal races
who struggled for supremacy, or the government of the world,
and which, according to traditionary legend, were Solar and
Lunar races of men, from whom the present race of mankind
descended. So far as at present known, these two ethic poems
are the oldest records (in such a form) of occult philosophy and
science which the world possesses, and of which the Egyptian,
Hebrew, and Grecian classics are a later variation, their lead-
ing personages being, and expressing the samo mystic truths
in different verbiage. Divested of the literal historic idea, they
all embody the same occult truths, and treat of the contention
between Good and J£vil; the powers of light and darkness; or
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the struggle of the human spirit while in physical or mundane
conditions, to distinguish between the phenomenal and the real,
and to discern the distinction between the Natural and the Spi-
ritual. To enlighten the bnuMWi mind on these subjects, the
anthors adopted celestial phenomena as tho groundwork, to
Bymbolise ih human language the grand truths of the Spirit's
progress through the various stages of its manifestation and
expression. This is the key-note of the whole, and without an
appreciation of this, the genuine truth contained within such
revelations and system- con be bnt dimly seen, and to the gene-
rality is unseen and WnrccognMed.

The later Hebrew )b:c<»ds < mbody the samo occult teaching
as the more ancient Indian Scriptures; inasmuch its they con-
tain the supposed history of the *“ House of Abraham,” with his
descendants, tlw Israelites and JeWs; Which is bilt a later edition
of the “ Mahabharata,” M.nt.lining the history of the ““House
<of BhAtot ” with hi- .b 1ndnnts. who claim the titlo of
» Brahman ?" in Hie high' v caste, Anu the rest forming the muss
of Hindus, who to this day, style whtlt wo call “ India"—
Bharnt-varsha, the cr.imtry or domain Of Bharat This
Bliarato. like Abraham of the Hebrew Record, had two sons,
from whom sprang the d< - p ndatats WuOSte Wars and history
form the subject of the “ Mahabarat.”

Homer's “ Iliad ” was to classic Grecians Wfatt the Mahaba-
rat is to tho Indians, what the Old Testament is tothcJews,
and what tho New Testament is to the Christians. Achilles
and Agamemnon, like Osiris and Typhon of older Egypt, re-
present, in another form, the same truth as tho two sons of
Bharat and the two sons of Abraham ; and what is not a little
singular, Homer, the supposi d author of the “ lliad,” is repre-
sented as blind, just as “ Dhreetavashtra,” one of the sons of
Bharat, and chief Instructor or Educator of his sons and
nephews, was blind. In both instances this represents, in a
symbolical manner, that to understand tho meaning of what is
recorded, the inner, and not the outer or natural light is
needed.

In more than one instance, reference is distinctly made in the
Hebrew Scriptures to a Book or Books which are not found in
the Canon. In Numbers xxi. 14 it is written: ““Wherefore
it is said in the Book of the Wars of “Jehovah, what he did
in Vaheb in Suphah and in the brooks of Amon,” which names,
when interpreted, have their equivalents in the more ancient
Indian Scriptures.

What if it should be found that these very ancient Scriptures
are those that are referred to, and that the ““Mahabarat”
should prove to be the lost Book of the Wars of Jehovah?
This volume is emphatically a “ Book of Wars,” and as yet
there is none found that can contest its claims to antiquity, as
being the oldest record of strife and contention, for, as I have
shown, all that came after can be traced up to the Indian as the
Source from whence they derived their development and ex-
istence. If this Bhould be so (and | see no inconsistency in such
a theory), then wo have a continuous and unbroken lino of
Revelations, all vailed in allegorical and in what, is now cha-
racterised as mythical language, one and all unfolding to the
initiated mystic the stupendous truths and realities of—Spirit.

That all theso systems of thought or Revelations have one
basic Source, and that an astronomical as well as an astro-
Masonic or astro-logical ono, is clear, for the symbols, person-
ages, and impersonations, when interpreted by the law of cor-
respondence, are too patent to be mistaken as to what they
refer to. What that system, as a sciouce, with its mode of
working and tabulation of astronomic and aBtrologic facts,
actually is, or was, is involved in the profoundcst mystery, ex-
cept to the initiated, and if known, the secret is confinod to but
few now living on the earth, and these few, if such there be,
keep it within the bounds of their own order or fraternity, and
who adopt the Masonic plan of keeping tho secret to themselves,
and for thoir own exclusive use. But of ono thing wo are certi-
fied, and that is, that the sun's passage through the Zodiac, and
its influence, together with the astral and planetary influences,
upon the earth and its inhabitants, are the “ open sesame”
of the occult mysteries which all Sacred Writings contain with-
in their bosom.

To be of csnrac_tical utility to incoming generations, both the
scientific and philosophic ethics, of which they are the repre-
sentatives, will have to be re-cast and moulded into a new form
adopted to all and every race and genus of mankind upon the
earth’s surface. Tho esoteric or spiritual knowledge and wis-
dom which they contain is the Truth in all ages and to all
peoples; for, by linking the embodied with the embryonic and
future-developed soul-powers, they proclaim the eternity of the
past as well as of the future, and thus pourtray tho grand drama
of Being in the infinite cycle which knows no boginning and
recognises no ending, and from the fragmentary parts of chaoB,
by tlio wondrous magic of the spiritual sun-ray, weaves a fabric
that transforms Death into The Angel of Art, who, from the
remains of a past stato of existence, builds up a newer and
more beautiful structure for the spirit's homo in a continuous
but eternally-changing present and future. For Death, sub-
stitute the State and act of Transition! and for the grave,
mako it the state of rest or unconscious sleep! during which
fresh powers are accumulated for a new outgrowth, and we
have the ethics of the past philosophy brought forward. To
such as can understand and live in the conscious knowledge
and experience of this truth, to them is applied the distinguish-
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ing titlo “ regenerate,” or twice, or even thrice-born, the ideal '
goal of attainment in all religions and religious systems. , ,jfx

The soeial status or position in which the mass of humofiity
find themselves preeludo their attainment to that stata ih the
life that new is; the struggle for existence, the laws, eustmtns,
and usages of society, as at present constituted, are an effective
barrier, and, until tiie legendary “ Coming Race of mankind
has inaugurated and developed a better and mere cosmopolitan
system of brotherhood, the knowledge otAfire and undeiilod
Truth must needs bo broken up, and to fatgmsta presented to
the multitude for acceptance. £

This closes my reference to the VjpAfi, 8* to the Mahaba-
rat as a whole ; and in taking the Vg fleet which is its
brightest gem, for illustration, 1 dft va Bocatwe it contains an
epitome of the whole system ; awtits phitosCphy, os expounded b
Krishna, stands out amidst 8 the constellations of aptritoo
literature—a brilliant, whose lustre is surpassed by none. %
whose light illumines all Oe dark pOasnges through wlifeft the
embodied spirit is destined to wander before it emerges into the
full meridian splendour and translucency of & Grand Sa of
Spirit-spheres.

“Bhagavat,” like ““Jehovah,” iscompounded ef tittoe syllables,
und refers to the triune qualities which distinguish (in the
conception of man) the Deity, which, when reduefsd to its primal
root, simply means past, present, and future; and the remainder
of this chapter is now devoted to the explanation of the
dramatis persuiae, which figure in its pages, and to elucidato
which is the chief object of this series, and will serve as an
introduction to the next chapter, which will contain the text
and comments thereon of the “ Geeta.” For this purpose I shall
use Wilkin's translation, published under the auspices of
Warren Hastings when Governor-General of India, and pub-
lished in 1784, a.d. That translation is in prose, but tho
original Sanscrit is in poetry; and if I can succeed in catching
the spirit, | shall endeavour to present it in a somewhat poetic
form, as clear as the English language permits.

The “ Bhagavat Geeta ” is nothing more nor less than a Sacred
Drama, and the dramatic style is preserved throughout. In
this respect it is followed by the later Eleusinian oracular
utterances; fragments only of which are at present to be
found. The Beene opens when two armies are met facing each
other, ready to commence the battle which is to determine the
question of sovereignty. The armies are composed of descend-
ants from one ancestor, and are collateral branches of the
same house, through two brothers, named Dhreetavashtra and
Pandu. This Pandu was the youngest brother, and bad
obtained the right of sovereignty on account of the incapacity
of his elder brother, who was blind. He, however, resigned,
and, after the lapse of years, his descendants, the Pandus,
contended with the Kurus (the descendants of the elder
brother) for sovereignty, and, after a fierce contest of eighteen
days, obtained the victory and obtained possession of the
kingdom. ThiB episode has its parallel in the Hebrew Record,
in Esau and Jacob, the posterity of the latter (the younger of
the two brothers) becoming the heroes of the after-part of the
drama.

The Drama of the Geeta opens with the appearance on the
scene of tioo. One is called “ Dhreetavashtra,” the ancestor of
tho Kurus, who questions the other, named “‘Sanjay,” as to
what is, transpiring on the battle-field, whero the two armies of
the Kurus and Pandus are met facing each other. Having asked
the question, tho recital of the stato of affairs is made by
“ Sanjay,” and, while thus reciting, “ Krishna'™ and “Aijoon”
come upon the scene, and form the leading characters for the
remainder of tho drama.

“ Sanjay ” means a messenger, and, if interpreted by modern
Spiritualist experiences, refers to the communicating spirit or
angel, who is gradually absorbed into the individuality of the
organism of the Recorder, who assumes the name or title of
“Krishna,” and, as such, the Revelator of the Truths, which
are dramatised, and form tlio ethics of philosophy unfolded and
enunciated while in that state. J

“Sanjay ” gives the names of twelve of the chiefs of the
Pandus, who each *“ blew their shells,” which are named. (Il
omit specifying their names, as, without explanation, they would
bo unintelligible and unmeaning, but “ blowing a shell ” means
that a communication is about to be given, or a revelation made
known.) These twelve names, with which the sons or tribes of
Israol correspond, are the twelve signs of the Zodiac, and thus
unmistakeably point to their mystical and astro-logical origin.
As the sons of Pandu wereJive, | think it refers to the position
of the sun in the seventh sign, Libra, the Sign of the Balance,
after the autumnal equinox; and the victory achieved by the
Pandus (which means tho pale) is the ascension and entry of
the sun into tho sign Aries at the vernal equinox, where he
enters upon his caroer of triumph daring the summer month in
the Northern Solstice. Such is the astronomical and astro-
logical basis of tho Sacred Drama, as depicted in the ancient
Record.

It is just as the armies aro met, face to face, and before the
conflict begins, that ““Krishna,” accompanied by ““Aijoon,”
drove his chariot, and halted in the space between the two
armies, where the dialogue commences.

According to the law of Correspondences, a chariot, spiri-
tually interpreted, signified “ doctrine,” and, when drawn by
horses, denotes the intellectual principle or understanding of
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spiritual revealed truths. “ Krishna,” the Instructor or Reve-
lator, represents the celestial source from which such revela-
tions are given; and “ Arjoon " represents embodied humanity,
who question and are receptive of such truths, according to
their state or degree.

Such is the solution of the problem ; and with this explana-
tion | close this chapter, and in my next will let the actors
appear »u propria persona.

{To he continued.)

Higher Broughton, Manchester, Dec. 14, 1879.

HISTORICAL CONTROLS.

(Reported and communicated by A. T. T. P.)

[The medium is a working-man, possessing the scanty education
of his class; A. T. T. P. is a gentleman of education and inde-
pendent means, and hence has no interest in deception, as these
seances entail upon him considerable labour and expensea He
has made his mark in the world as a successful lawyer, and is not
likely to be duped. The medium passes into the unconscious
trance, in which state the spirits speak through him, making
gestures appropriate to their character. A. T. T. P. takes down
every word thus spoken by the spirits through the medium.]

To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak.
Sib,—Acting under orders, 1 send yon two* Very curious Con-

trols. Each of them glances at the prat, and points fixedly to the
future. | trust that you will find space in your columns for both
of them.

That the year 1880 will usher in great and startling changes |
am fully satisfied ; but whether all predicted will take place, time
alone will prove. The control by “ Dost Mahomed Khan ” is the
third, if not the fourth, | have had from him. Your readers
should refer back to the previous one, reported in the Medium,
No. 488, November 1, 1878. There will be found a very fair
realisation, by subsequent events, of what was said then. The
advice now given to England should, if possible, be followed. We
want the Afghans as friends, not enemies. Justice and moderation
will bring about friendship in spite of past wrongs on either side.
With regard to what my guardian guide, “ Tom Paine,” has said,
comment is needless. His high position in the spheres, and his
far-seeing eye, is not likely to err, and past everts seem leading to
the conclusions foreshadowed by him. People must not expect in
the coming change a millennium. The day has not yet come
when the lion will lie down with the lamb, unless, as wittily
observed by the Yankee, “ With the lamb inside of him.” Buta
change in thought, a change in feeling and habits is evidently fast
approaching. All these great changes, all these epochs in the
human existence, cannot occur without much suffering to many.
Human thought and action have, as it were, to pass through the
fornace, and, In their passage, the human body must suffer. Let us
pray the Almighty that this change may be brought about with as
little suffering as possible ; but let all be prepared for it. Let
sceptics sneer and Orthodoxy frown and pity ; Spiritualism is taking
a firmer root in the minds of men than ever. 1 can feel, | can
actually feel, the change. Many who, a year or two ago, were polite
enough to call me a —/— fool to my face, do now condescend to
read my Controls in the Medium, and to ask me doubtingly whether
I am auro that the medium could not have got it all from books,
or whether I am not eute that wbat | write is not the reflex of my
own mind. These questions | answer with an emphatic NO !

1 cannot claim such extended knowledge for toy own mind, and
I certainly cannot credit the mind of the medium with the posses-
sion of so much knowledge,not even any living soul with the power
to enunciate what has come from his lips. With me doubt, as to
the origin of it all, is more difficult than belief. The work is pro-
gressing; and if my labours have contributed to its progress, how
much has the Medium and Daybreak done in circulating, not
merely my Contributions, but those of ““ Oambor,” Smart, William
Oxley, Andrew Jackson Davie, Barkes, and ethers? Let all those
who partake of the benefit take some little share of the burden. A
professional medium the other day very properly remarked that
mediums cannot live bn air. They say there is a necessity to eat
and drink; neither can editors of the newspapers propagating these
troths. | trust your readers will bear this in mind, and, by spend-
ing a penny or two weekly less iu baccy and beer, help to spread
far and wide the literature ot the Movement. Every little Bethel,
that from its portals proclaim some mind-narrowing creed, some
creed that declares its own occupants to be the only fitting dwellers
in the future in their imaginary heaven, can get funds to build
chapels and to provide preachers; and is a creed which teaches
man how to live, and also teaches that, though the date may be
distant, ultimate happiness b to be the lot of all—is it torely on the
uncertain help of the few ?

I say that, in the place of the few who do make sacrifices for
the support of the Movement, many professed believers should
each contribute his mite, not by way of charity or compassionate
pity, but on the principle of getting more than equivalent in sound
teaching and guidance in life. It is through the Press that the
Movement must be spread; living missionaries cannot do half the
work required, and their expense would be pounds in the place of
pesunea Let Spiritualists make use of the Spiritual Press for
making known their wants; let spiritind dealers make known to
spiritual customers what the one has io sell, and what the other
fan to bay. Letitbe done through the Spiritual Press; let 8piri-

* <xw of thio, eoaohoW, b«s not eouie to hand.
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tudists show by their dealings in life that they are honest and true
to all, more especially to themselves, and that they require neither
to sand their mgar nor moisten their tobacco, and then go to
prayers. Let them show-tire world that they can be honest and
true in All things, doing theil duty to God and not forgetting their
duty to their neighbours, and more especially their duty to them-
selves. Let them bear in mind the principle euuhciated by my
great and good guardian in the Control in this week's Medium,
that is, that in human life the material will is ever struggling with
duty, and that the expected mlllebbium ta-ill occur when men, as
a rule, make their wills secondary to their duties both to God and
themselves. Dark as has been the past year, the passing year is
brighter, even if not free from coming troubles. Let us hope for
the best. A . T. \P.

Tom Paine.

THE PABTINO TEAS, AND AN USBF.BIXQ IN
THE NEW ONE.
December, 31, 1879.

Notwithstanding the gale blowing outside, Ihete was a soft balmy
feeling in the atmosphere, which told me that conditions were suit-
able, and that unless there was something wrong with the medium,
or myself, the sitter, |1 should have a satisfactory seance. People,
either believers in, or sneerersat, spiritual communion, may ridicule
the idea of weather, temper, or mental condition having any
effect oh these controls : but, after three years close observation,
I have come to the conclusion that each and every one of them tell
their tale; and as man in the body cannot exist iu an atmosphere
tainted with foul gases, neither can man out of the flesh com-
municate satisfactorily when either atmospheric disturbances
prevail, or mental troubles pervade the spiritual atmosphere of
thought.

1 was not disappointed in my anticipations: the medium was in
good condition ; 1, myself, for the time, felt hopeful and joyous,
and 1 had, as will be seen, a wonderfully good seance. The medium
in trance, but not under control, said :(—

“Why are they all hereP | have seen all of them before.
No, not al). | cannot guide my body now. No, I have not seen
all. | have not seen those who are standing behind you—those
uncounted thousands. But all these, the first seventeen names, I
have seen at nearer or at more distant periods; and | have seen them
all here before. Ob, bright and holy ones, 1, too, have gased
upon you. 1 have also seen him who stands at vour right hand
side, and 1 recognise him by his closely-drawn, bright scull-cap of
fight. I would not have you come nearer to me, for 1 am the
possessor of a body that baa yet to perish; therefore, although
you bring gladness and happiness to my soul, yet my body fears
yon. 1 and my body are as yet undivided. | share its fears. It
gives expression to my happiness. There are mutual duties
between us. Oh, bright and holy one, do not make my body
suffer, for | shall tremble! but not my will, but the will of God
be done. See how gladly he smiles over me' He tells me why
he is smiling. | have placed by submission, that alone which God
leaves uncontrolled—my will, my will. See how nearly bo
approaches me! He lowers his glorious form above my perishable
body. Hark, I feel his breathing. What! can | still possess two
earthly sensesP Can | still both feel and hear P Oh, how pityingly
he gazes on me!”

Here he .went under control and said:—

“ My beloved one; we are all visiting you, and he that stood on
my right hand, will control after me. Your special guide is con-
trolling; the appointed Messiah of the incoming Era of Reason.
Yes, beloved one, it is I, I, your guide, Tom Paine, not controlling
by inspiration, but here, as | am, ouce more on earth; once more
reclotning myself with earth’s memories. Hear me, beloved one.
Here | am, on this appointed Dight, attended by all those whose
earth utterances (whose renewed earth utterances I should say)
have been given to the world by you. He that stood on my right
was that immortal one, whom you pleasantly call your * Physician
Extraordinary,’” Dr. Wm. Harvey; and he that stood on my
other side wm one with whom 1 stood in his hour of greatest
need. He was one whose upright principles | admired, whose
actions | controlled obediently to his individual will; one
whom 1 oomfoTted, and to whom I made my voice audible,
telling him to be of good cheer, for God would surely reward those
who had lived in His service on earth. | am speaking of a dear
immortal soul, one Jean Sylvaeus Bailly, the Mayor of Paris at
the time of the taking of the Bastite; one whom drunken and
misguided demagogues consigned to the guillotine.

“But it is not of Bailly that I wish to speak now, my beloved
Steadfast. 1 wish to speak to all whom your labours have bene-
fited, and my address dust be apropos to this dosing year—a
year full of serious disaster; full of the cries, that are wrung from
the suffering; full of despair, a despair loudly proclaimed by the
lips of the administrators of nearly every civilised nation in the
world.

““Take, for instance, this country, dear SteadfMt The year
cloees in bitter wailing cries from Ireland, cries denoting agitating
sedition. A year that doses over Scotland in sorrow for the Dun-
dee mourners; sorrow for those so fearfully taken from their
midst. A year closing with all the disaster existing in that
Northern nation, of a people struggling against its reigning poten-
tate, of a son against his rather. A year that cloees upon difficul-

ties in Turkey, both in Europe and Asia, hard to solve. A year
- ‘an
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that closes on a discontented people in another country, and yet
having a victorious government, a government whose funds have
been enriched from a neighbouring nation, and which funds have
been employed by the State to keep up arbitrary military rule. . A
year which closes on attempted assassination of those in high
places. 1 refer to Spain, and my assertion in another quarter gives
a ready assent, and you will be the last to give refusal to it, is
that tbe power of another country is a waning one. | mean that
of the Northern Autocrat. Neither is this free and happy country
without its fears of assassination, for already has thejhead of your de-
tective class been appointed to the place accorded to those who are
only in the confidence of this nation's * * [The rest we omit.]

“ Oh, yes, it is time for this year to close, beloved one. Itis the
period of the incoming era; of the age shadowed forth; of the
age of substantial safety ; the age of change. The highest states-
man, tbe lowliest cottager, not only in this your nation, but in all
other nations, are in expectation of this change. Whois there who
amongst these omens now gathering can hear and can prejudge its
effectsP Notone. How far leas, then, can your readers? Oh,
may the Infinite give me strength to govern and direct the change,
for 1 am its appointed leader. Steadfast, beloved one, I have come
to-night, an integer of time, to which I will give further bounds.
Time has but its minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, and years;
but I will add to it cycles, and science shall acknowledge their im-
portance.

“ 1t is my purpose, my beloved one, at the closing of this year
to speak to all my beloved ones: to yon and to those that are
awakened, awakened from the lethargy of the past, and prepared
for the events of the future. 1 will name this, my address, Will
verius Duty : for the greatest antagonist that I, tbe Angel of the
New Dispensation will have to meet is the Will of man. Well,
what is will P My answer is perfect self-government; when 1 say
perfect, 1 mean subject to no absolute control, either from the Infi-
nite Father, the Creator of the immortal soul, or from its earthly
surroundings, however near or dear, or however far or separated.
A perfect and uncontrolled will is God's highest gift to human
beings; to possess it a soul can be guided, it cannot be directed.
Prayer may be offered up to the throne of God, that, by special
intercession, it may be guided; but controlled it never can be. It
is free, then, as aught created under the ruling sun of tbe earth.
This is my explanation of Will; and now for my explanation of
duty. Duty and will are perfectly distinct in human immortal
souls ; not always antagonistic, consequently, when acting in con-
cert, they are obedient to the primal law of progression. Then how
is this duty made known P | say that side oy side with tbe great
gift of immortality is the gift of the knowledge of the primal duty
that leads tbe soul towards progression. Both the gifts, beloved
one, are from tbe Infinite; all minds, according to their standing,
according to their degrees, either upon earth or upon their release
from the body, are marked and denned.

“1 will explain. Duty varies upon earth ; the unity of the im-
mortal soul on earth causes this variety; by unity 1 mean society.
Society has its rules; it has its own special grades, graduating
from the highest to the very lowest, and, according to the grades,
so, accordingly, is the soul's highest duty. The will may, and does,
deny the knowledge of this duty; and, according to the will's
acceptation or denial, so is the soul's progression. 1| would have
you rightly comprehend this. The Infinite Father demands from
none any necessitated services towards Himself. 1 would bid your
readers to look around on their fellow-beings at the close of this
year, and, taking this rule as their standard for judgment, and
exorcising their reason, 1 would have them ask themselves, Is not
the era of change necessary P Is duty, not will, predominating P
How few there are who are guided by their inherent knowledge of
their primal duty which loudly bids them lead a well-ordered life.
Lounging about in sensuous idleness is the effort of their will, not
the sense of their duty ; living a life of will in disobedience of the
well-known duty, or duty made known by their Father, God. ‘ Turn
ye, turn ye, for ye are in disobedience to the will of your Father,
God,’” was the cry of the seers and prophets of old.

“ Oh, how true, beloved one, is this prophecy as regards the self-
willed onus of this closing year! 1 tell them, by and through your
labours, that there is neither safety nor happiness in following the
dictates of an uncontrolled will; 1 tell them, duty to God can
alone lead them to safety and to happiness. Happy are the few
that are following the dictates of inherent duty, for reason is duty's
handmaid; but those who are following the rules of self-will and
acting in disobedience, find themselves sharers in every human ill,
from the greatest loss of reason to the lowest depths of misery,
and | maintain that it is so. Your private and your county lunatic
asylums are filled with two-thirds of the inmates who, themselves,
have been wild and disobediently opposed to duty; and will, a
tyrant in their case, has consigned theta to a living tomb; and if
not the whole of the two-thirds directly, the remaining portion
thereof has been so, through self-willed progenitors acting in dis-
obedience to the Infinite Father's express duty, in not following
out the primal law of progression with the duty expressed by God
for the immortal soul's aid and support Individual consciousness
does not rob the soul, if it leaves the judgment free to accept or
reject.

“ But self-will
acts in unity with duty.

makes the immortal man a slave, unless he
Duty finds for the immortal soul

a grand purpose for the whole of his earth-life ; and unity,
with controlled will, finds him a crown immortal. Will, self-
Will, misguided Will, robs the soul of its future. In extreme

cases it makes the lips, attached to the body, give expression to
to tbe vile blasphemy of a desire for non-existence; it produces
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lassitude, or, in the fashionable world, as it is called, ennui, and
this ennui produces the desire of annihilation. It is, in itself the
expression of a li:e without a purpose—of an utterly hopeless life.
Hopeless, beloved one—what does that meanP To be without
hope ? | would not that the lowliest form of created life should
feel such an indescribable feeling as hopelessness; a more un-
enviable condition cannot be perceived of the immortal soul than
the absence of hope. The greatest criminals, even they who have
laid their red hand on the sanctity of life, are not bereft of hope,
for God is merciful. It is only the iron and uncontrolled will in
antagonism to expressed duty. Oh, beloved one and readers, Be
subject in your wills to the expressed duty of your soul, and it
will never place you in the position of hopelessness! Oh, no; it
will point out to you a purpose and a work; it will point out to
you life's earliest enjoyment; it will bid the self-willed and puny
not to seek amusement only; it will bid you to shun making
gratification your chiefest aim; teaching you to seize on every
passing opportunity for partaking of or imparting benefits to your-
self and to others.

“ Life on earth forms the individual soul. Oh, beloved one and
readers, think of this; the immortal soul has its duty. | would
have it at its greatest height—at the era of change. 1 would have
the soul filled with a noble energy, governed by the divine-
expressed duty within itself; gazing steadfastly and fearlessly
towards eternity, with the always present knowledge that it is
after the image of its Father—God. O, beloved Steadfast, tell them
in my name, that none are too young to commence; that none are
too old to begin to live. Oh, duty, ever guiding to all that is im-
perishable in the soul! Duty, which is always leading to the
victory of tbe soul in good works and noble actions! Oh, this is a
trite truth, an undeniable fact: primal, that is existing from the
the first, and a truth lasting, that is abiding in all futurity. God,
the Infinite Father, plainly intended all of His children to live
according to the expressed duty—expressed as a gift by Himself to
every individual soul.

“ But, ob, where is the strongest spring of disobedience? O,
beloved one, O, beloved readers. O, immortal souls, do ye listen to
me. It is “Will versus Duty." Duty proclaims an individual re-
sponsibility.  Self-will makes answer ‘1 will have none of it; re-
sponsibility is a great burthen, and so I will join with those who
are vested with authority, with those who are willing to take upon
themselves the burthen of our united responsibilities.” Ob, poor
subterfuge! ob,unholyalliance!—unholy even from the elected Naza-
rene priest, down to the lowest form of teacher; a band of re-
sponsive individual souls submitting to be tossed like corks in the
stream, to form their docile and idiotic disciples. 1 should not
have said idiotic, I should have said unthinking: but it is a species
of idiotcy.

“ 0, beloved one, O, beloved readers, believe me; out of my great
love of the Infinite God, 1 say that every individual soul was created,
was endowed with immortality, owing obedience to his Creator, to
the life-giving power that brought him from nothing to a sentient
being, and who expects in return, an obedience to primal laws that
were formed of His perfection, immutable, imperishable, and un-
alterable, on account of their very perfection; but this duty was not
necessitated. The Infinite Father willed, in His supremacy, to
create a free will, not a governed will. The sense of right, the
sense of wrong, abjded with liis creation. Tbe power of obedience,
and the power of disobedience, abided with His immortal ones. It
pleased Him to make the career of His immortal children on earth
a struggle, an ever-contending activity between two contending
forces, Will and Duty.

“ The knowledge of its responsibility never leaves tbe soul: it is
as immutable, as a primal law, as it is a gift direct from God;
and so, at thia closing year, the servants of Will and the servants
of Duty are side by side. The life that is full of vigorous activity
and obedience is side by side with the life that is purposeless and
disobedient. The man that is living for others rubs shoulders
with the man that is living for himself only, and so the sins of
omission and commission are being carried along aide by side,
for the 6elf-willed immortal soul commits both sins. It omits to
obey the impressed knowledge of duty inherent in itself, and it
commits to posterity the immortal so