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“ SKIWAUKIE,” THE INDIAN SPIRIT-GUIDE.

The objects sought in presenting this narrative of facts to the
reader are various :—First, to show that spiritual phenomena and
manifestations existed long before the era of Modern Spiritualism,
thirty years ago. Secondly, that these phenomena and visions of
the spirit-world or its inhabitants are neither delusions nor tricks,
but a department of the great system of nature. Thirdly, that the
ability to see spirits and enable them to manifest is a distinet
faculty or property of persons of a certain temperament, and that
it is as natural for such persons
to be epirit-mediums as it is for

moving the cradle, and then there appeared to her the full form ot
the deceased mother of the babe, who was the unseen canse of the
manifestation. These gifts were inherited by our Medium’s father.
After the dispersion of the family to estates of their own the
mother still occupied the old homestead, and her necessities were
provided for by the sons, who in rotation sent her a sack of flour
when their crops were ground at the mill. It was brother George's
turn to supply his mother with the produce of his farm, but the

night before he was to go with

it our Medium’s father dreamed

others with special endowments
to be inventors, poets, painters,
orators, musicians, or warriors.

three times that his father came
to him in the morning, and told
him that, as George could not go

Fourthly, that the gift of me-
diumship, like other endowments,
is often hereditary, and, instead’
of being capricious in its develop-
ment and uncontrolled by law, it
is most orderly in its manifesta-
tion, and presents the elements of
a new science; and fifthly, that
the medium for the manifestation
of truthful and beneficent spirits
is invariably a person of excellent
personal qualities, and not infre-
quently is descended from emi-
nent and illustrious stock. * Spiri-
tual gifts” are indeed the highest
endowments of mankind, and
have been enjoyed by all dis-
tinguished individuals in some
form or other.

Mgrs. Mary J. Horuis-BrLLiNg
is the medium through whose in-
strumentality the facts embraced
in this narrative have been de-
rived. Her great-grandfather on
the paternal side was a Von
Kearns, of Heidelberg, Germany,
a branch of one of the most
illustrious European houses. Her
ancestors on hoth sides have been,

> | with the bag of meal, he (the
R | dreamer) would have to go in-
e | stead, Accordingly he dreamed
that his horse was saddled, and he
went, but as he proceeded on
2 bis way he came to a thicket,
» | when a deer sprang out, which
> | frightened his horse, and ke was
thrown off, and broke his leg,
In the morning he thought no-
thing of his dream, but being
told by his father that George
could not take the meal to his
mother, he started with it him-
self,  As he approched a cer-
ain part of the road his dream
suddenly occurred to him, and no
sooner had he put himself firmly
on his guard than a deer did spring
up from the underwoed and
frightened his horse so, that he
only saved himself by the most
determined effort. The bag was
thrown to the ground, but hap-
pily the rider kept his seat, and
the only part of his dream which
remained unfulfilled was that he
escaped with sound limbs,

On the mother's side, one branch

as far as history can show, people
of independent means, local in-
fluence, and high moral integrity.
The paternal ancestor just named
emigrated with his family to
America, and acquired much land
in Westmoreland Co., Pennsyl-
vania. Spiritual phenomena appear to have been frequent in the
family from generation to generation. More than 100 years ago an
interesting example of physical manifestation and seership occurred.
In the house of 4 neighbour the cradle in which an infant lay was
in the habit of rocking, apparently of its own accord, at 6 o'clock
every evening. This was a mystery which no one could unravel.
Our Medium’s grandmother, like others, went to see the wonder,

“SKIWAUKIE.”

of Mrs. Billing's ancestors were
named Neiswanger, and emigra-
ted from Switzerland, her mo-
ther's great grandfather becoming
possessed of a large track of land
in Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania,
One rather painful incident

i which the history of the family furnishes illustrates forcibly the

influence of mental impressions on the unborn, and also the high
state of nervous susceptibility, and consequent organic refinement
of the family. When the original settler died, there was a child
yet unborn to him, and the wife deeply grieved at the loss of her
husband, never could approach the table at meal-times without
being affected to tears, and her appetite left her almost entirely.

and at once perceived a hand, which was invisible to all others, | Strange to say lher child, afterwards Jacob Neiswanger, so well
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known in Laucaster Oo,, was affected in the sime manner, Till
he became too much of a min to b ashatmed of e practics, o
could not restrain himself from fulllinfx é‘uwh under tha table at
every meal, and crying bivterly ; afid thotigh he lived to bs an old
man, he shed tears at overy ehl Hiirihg his i " thotgh by havit
he was enabled to control 1{1&3 exhibition of the fet "

Our Medium's grandmother, on the iother's side, fas a Lins-
woman of her husband, and manifested gtill ahother p‘"i‘“‘ of ‘.“l;‘l'
ritual impressibility, She would gy t her husband in ,‘1’{5 mern-
lug that a certain neighbonr hid dicd duripg the night tho names
in all eases being given; a record of upwirds ot 100 of which, 'ﬂnd
been kept. Not a fow of the families thus refemed to lived
many miles away, and no tidings respecting the headth of the de-
ceased mombers had been received. ’!{ic'e urd bnly i Yew instances,
derived from ths experiphe t&‘u&; hﬁ?l r !hi\ﬁ\ﬁl fig the peculinr
spiritual gifts Possetsed y Both Sides o th hotse, Volumes wight
be filled twith &VEH mdre extAsFdinaLy ficts; but spics forbids
further additioh. " ]

Bory A i\‘nmmi&;_Ltka .s,mpy other childieh, our Medjuin,
when young; wis in ths Kibit of hearing fnd Seeing people abhiit
the house who WEré Hot reepghised iﬂ' the rest of the family, She
never went into her room alone but the g% Several people in it,
and in ldoking into the mirror several fices would peep over her
shoulder. What it all meant she could not understand. She re-
ceived no enlightenment on the matter when she appealed to her
elders. They told her it was “imagination,” but she recognised
the same individuals amongst her invisible visitors from year to
year. One of them, a venerable man, with a long, grey beard, she
sees occasionally even to this day., That he was not a creature of
her morbid fancy, she had on one occasion ample proof. When a
girl, an opportunity presented itself for her to go into town on a
special occasion, at which she was much delighted. The vehicle
was at the door, but as she eagerly endeavoured to mount it, she
suddenly drew back. Three times this reluctance occurred, and
though she was in her own mind anxious to get up, it was with the
utmost effort that she was at length enabled to mount into her
seat. It was the face of this old man which appeared to her on
each occasion, as if to deter her from going. Off they went; but
when near the city the horses ran away, and it was only by a miracle,
as the saying is, that her life was preserved. It is much to be re-
gretted that the spiritual faculties are not better understood and
cultivated in the young. There are thousands of highly-talented
mediums, whose bright gifts are lost to themselves and to the world,
through the superstition and ignorance of this so-called enlightened
age, which goes on in its materialistic course, oblivious of the
grandest attributes of human nature.

This lack of epiritual koowledge must have occurred in the
experience of every one. When about sixteen years of age, our
Medium had an instance of it. She was one day reading from a
book of ghost stories to an aunt, who, notwithstanding being
a religious woman and a church member, said suddenly, “1
wonder if there be indeed a hereafter, and if we really do
exist after death?” The conversation ended in aunt and niece
making an arrangement that the one who died first should return
to the other with tidings of the Life Beyond. Two years after-
wards our Medium was married, and during the first year of her
married life that aunt died at a place nearly 2,000 miles distant.
Between twelve and one o’clock in the morning our Medium heard
a rapping in her room, and, looking up; saw the apparition of her
aunt. She had died quite unexpectedly at that hour, of yellow fever,
having heen only five or six hours unwell, so that notice of the
fact could not have been transmitted a distance of about 2,000 miles.

MoperN SpiritvavisM. It was not till the year 1861, after all
that has been described above had transpired, that our medium first
heard of Spiritualism. Three different Spiritualists, with whom she
became acquainted, told her she was a medium. Though she had
no faith in the pretensions of mediums, and received the opinion
pronounced on her, that she would become a public medium, with
feelings somewhat mingled with contempt, yet she could not resist
the temptation to investigate the subject. She sat with her mother
alone, as they were averse to letting anyone know that they were
interested in Spiritualism. In this strictly private manner they
developed all the phenomena—rappings, by which messages were
given, clairvoyance, and writing, the hand being moved by some
agency to communicate matter quite foreign to the mind of the
medium. It was not till after five years of investigation that she
became convinced that spirits occasioned these manifestations. She
entertained the prevailing idea that they proceeded from the action
of some undiscovered force in nature. b

During these investigations the sitters were rather astonished to
find that, in passing along any dark passage in the house, they would
hear whispers, and ultimately, spoken words. By holding a slate
and small piece of pencil under the table the spirits would write
messages, amongst other things informing them that if they
thoroughly darkened the room in which they held their circles the
spirits would be enabled to converse with them in the audible
voice. The spirit-yoice and the direct writing on the slate were
developed simultaneously. This was the first knowledge they had
of dark seances.

“Srrwavkie,” It was at one of these dark sittings in the
Medium's family that a spirit first spoke, but in language which
no one understood. ¥rom his peculiar exclamations, sometimes
very loud and demonstrative, but never violent, it was perceived
that he was an Indian, He was persistent in his attendance, and
having proved himgelf a true friend and helper in the work, he was
always welcomed, He gradually picked up the language till he

was able to express himself in.gﬁglish,.'ﬁd as to b understood. [y
give his In ah nae, Skiw_gukie.’f which he interpreted pg
bR Hek stféﬁmti Swifthess, and Truth,” T had been a Chief
of the Matches tribe; Iong sinee extinet, and his hunting-grouudy
Wire in the Southern states, whers Mrs, Billing was brought up,
and where she then resided, Tls wils seven fest high, he said, whey
on earth; lived till hio was 90 {i'ﬁr’s.bf age, aq‘«% disd 115 years ago,
1o sdid he had followed the Medinm from the time of hey birth;
knowibg thut he would have to mﬁi%i’esh thiol 311 her, and do 3
work which the present condition of the world ré uii"'égé X

Tur Ponrrarr. During the time he has %Pdl d ih Mrs,
Billing's circle, 4 Skiy” ns ho is chlled, &Bﬁ’aliy; 48 mads min
warm friends, One of these; l\ﬁr J: eeler, ah Bhil Jv
geape painter of St. Louis, wit

ent Jan
nm of his

. Mé a
out_{nforming the Me
intention, was impressed to paint “8 13" portrait, He had iy
means of seeing the & i‘ih‘l}dl B@ing\:&ilhirgoy?tﬁ% bn svﬁu %
iimpressible that his mind cotld be inspived with the 1dea to W{;
pressed, and the spirit eould influence h&i hand g0 ewga_t eyil 1y
produce the curve lip, indicative of the 168 of e} jv jeh 8k
sustained hefore he quitted the earth-form, * S_ki’f told his Medium
thiat o would have to exciiss his dbsenes, 45 K6 was having bis
“Jikeness taken ”; and when the rtist presented itihrs. Billing,
thovgh the Epirit had Hob acquaitited her With the nams of
the artist, was not surprised at the result. It is a very ex-
cellent picture, considering it was the work of an artist who had
not given any attention to pertraits, and painted it withouta model,
“Ski” appears in it to wear a red blanket, which colour our
photograph cannot reproduce. The original may be seen in Mis,

illing’s rooms.

Tnr ProToGrAPH is remarkably successful, seeing the difficulty
with which paintings are reproduced, and it does great credit to the
skill and careful work of the Woodbury Photo Printing Company,

The face is a remarkable one, and, that it is a true likeness of the
spirit, all clairvoyants readily testify, as the spirit is to be seen at
every seance by those who have the gift of * second sight.” The
only difference is that he appears to much better advantage thay
in the picture. No human art can imitate the delicacy, colour,and
brilliant expression of spirit-forms. The face is highly characteristic
of the name which the spirit assumes; as “strength” is shown
in the jaw, “ swiftness” in the flexible nose and mobile lips, and
‘“truth ” in the piercing eyes and keen intellect. Those whoregard
such a character as an “ untutored savage,” are vastly misga:ken.
He may not have the knowledge of words and phrases, which is
too often the major portion of modern philosophy, but such men as
“Ski " have a knowledge of things—they understand nature, and
can co-operate with her more secret intentions. Phrenologically,
the brain reaches well forward over the eyes, the central range of
organs, culminating at the turban, being particularly full in develop-
ment. Such a brain and clear temperament can belong to no other
than an intuitive observer of Nature’s truths. It is this mental
endowment which gives “Ski” his great power in the spirit-circle,
a power which all the science and philosophy of earth cannot for
a moment pretend to grapple with.

“BK1” AS A SPIRIT-\R’ORKER.—T[]B experience of hundreds,
during Mrs. Billing’s previous and present visit to Liondon, would
supply thousands of facts, all classes of which have come under
our own observation, Of his ability to transport material objects
a great distance we have had repeated examples; let it suffice if
we quote one thoroughly verified instance, which took place in the
United States a few years ago. )

Mr. William L. Vance, an influential gentleman, of Memphis,
Tenn., and a friend of his, who occupies an equally prominent posi-
tion in Louisville, Kentucky—but, not having obtained permiseion
to use his name, we withhold it—were in the habit of sitting
frequently in Mrs. Billing’s circles, and by mutual arrangement
made experiments in testing “ Ski’s” powers as a bearer of light
objects to long distances. The crucial case was as follows :—Mr.
Vance had in his house at Memphis a desk, made for him in Parig
which contaiued a secret drawer, of which no one knew the exist-
ence but himself. Without communicating the fact to anyone, he
deposited in that drawer an earring that had belonged to his
mother and one of his own shirt-studs, wrapped in a_piece of paper
bearing his name and the date of the experiment. He opened the
drawer twice a day to see if they had been taken away. One morning
at eleven o'clock he examined it, and found the contents as usual, He
returned at twelve o’clock, and again looked into the drawer, but ob-
served that the articles were gone. He went immediately to the
telegraph office, and telegraphed to his friend in Louisville that the
articles had disappeared from the place in which he had secreted
them. His friend was standing in the doorway of his house, about
to enter the carriage which was awaiting him, when the telegram
was handed to him, He drove straight to the residence of Mrs,
Billing, merely saying that he desired a communication from a
spirit-friend. They sat down at the table in the light, and M.
Billing, putting a slate under the table, to receive a written mes-
sage from the gentleman’s mother, as she thought most probable,
received instead this communication from ¢ Ski”—¢ Me got, 'em”
—and the articles were at the same time placed upon the slate. All
this occurred before three o'clock in the afternoon, go that these
articles were transported a distance of about 700 miles in less than
four hours, The fastest railway train takes over twenty hours to
run from Memphis to Louisville, the points, 700 miles apart, between
which these objects were carried in that incredibly short space of
time. On hearing the result from his friend, Mr. Vance sont him the
duplicates, and, to the satisfaction of all parties, it was proved that
the spirit had indeed performed o task which all will agree 1
quite beyond the resources of man’s material means,
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to turn up, and what was that but Dr. Dods' eloquent lectures on
“ Eleetrical Psychology.” Ilere, to me, was a revelation, The
study of this work was followed by works on Spiritualism, and at
once I sgid to myself: This is what I have been expecting. In
Spiritualism I see an explanation of all that pertains to the im-
mortal nature of man, TIn this statement I do not allude to the
physical phenomena merely, It is necessary to hegin with these,
and, after having become acquainted with the various forme of
mediumship and how spirits operate, then the inner philosophy may
be studied with advantage. Ivery family should have a spirit-
_circle, as a knowledge of this subject should form part of the prac-
tical education of every human being. No one ean teach you to
any great extent; you must find out for yourselves. Form civcles
at home, and when you are in a position to profit by instruction,
some of our band of visitors will give you a rook in some evening
and see how you are going on. Ouar Captain has provided for you
a little tract, which take home and read, and it will tell you where
you can obtain further information. [We re-produce the tract
alluded to.]

RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE BPIRIT-CIRCLE.

. e e e e e NN NN

ATyosPHERIC CoNnrTioNs.—The phenomena cannot be successfully elicited
In very warm, sultry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and
magnetic disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very moist, or when there
is much rain, or storms of wind. A warm, dry atmosphere is best, as it presents
the mean between all extremes, and agrees with the harmonious siate of man's
organism which is proper for the manifestation of spiritnal plicnomena. A
subdued light or darkness increases the power and facilitates control,

Locan CoxpirioNs.—The room in which a circle is held for development or
Investigation should be set apart for that purpose. It should be comfortably
warmed and ventilated, but dranghts or currents of air should be avoided. Those
persons composing the circle should meet in the room about an hour before the
experiments commence; the samesitters should attend each time, and occupy the
rame places. This maintains the peeuliar magnetic conditions necessary to the
production of the phenomena. A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it up.

Py ysroLoGIcAnL CoNprrioNs.—The phenomena are produced by a vital force
emanating from the sitters, which the spirits use as a comnecting link between
themselves and objects. Certain temperaments give off this power; others emit
an opposite influence, If the circle is composed of persons with suitable tempera-
ments, manifestations will take place readily; if the contrary be the case, much
perseverance will be necessary to produce results, If both kinds of temperament
are present, they require to be arranged so as to produce harmony in the psychical
atmosphere evolved from them. The physical manifestations especially depend
upon temperament. If a circle does not succeed, changes should be made in the
sitters till the proper conditions are supplied.

MEeNTAL CoNDITIONS.—All forms of mental excitement are detrimental to
success. Those with strong and oppogite opinions should nov sit together:
opinionated, dogmatic, and positive people are better out of the circle and room,
Parties between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or ofher
inharmonious sentiment should not sit at the same circle. The vicious and crude
shonld be excluded from all such experiments. The minds of the sitters should
be in a passive rather than an active state, possessed by the love of truth and of
mankind. One harmonious and fully.developed individual is invaluable in the
formation of a circle.

THE CIRCLE should consist of from three to ten persons of both sexes, and
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table. Cane-bottomed chairs or those with
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs. Medinms and sensatives should
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or sofas used by other persons, as the
influences which accumulate in the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly.
The active and quiet, the fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and female,
should be seated alternately. If there is & medium present, he or she should
secupy the end of the table with the back to the north. A melloy mediumistic
person should be placed on each gide of the medium, and those most positive
should be at the opposite corners. No person should be placed behind the
medium. A circle may represent & horsecshos magnet, with the medinm placed
lb'etween the poles. =,
| CoxpucT AT THE CIRCLE.—The sitters should place their hands on the table,
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agreeable con-
versation, singing, reading, or invocation may be engaged in—anything that will
tend to harmonise the minds of those present, and unite them in one purpose, is
in order. By engaging in such exercises the circle may be made very profitable
apart from tge manifestations. Bitters should not desire anything in particular,
but unite in being pleased to receive that which is best for all. The director of
the circle should sit opposite the medium, and Put all questions to the spirit, and
keep order. A recorder shounld take notes of the conditions and proceedings.
Manifestations may take place in a few minutes, or the circle may sit many tinies
2efore any result occurs. Under these ciroumstances it is well to change the
positions of the sitters, or introduce new elements, till success is achieved. When
the table begins to tilt, or when raps occur, do not be too impatient to get answers
to questions. When the table can answer Tleet.ions by giving three tips or raps
for ‘“ Yes,” and one for “ No,” it may assist in placing the sitters properly. The
spirits or intelligences which produce the phenomena should be treated with the
same courtesy and consideration as you would desire for yourselves if you were
introduced into the company of strangers for their personal benefit. At the same
time, the sitters should not on an{ account allow their judgment to be warped or
their good sense imposed upon by spirits, whatever their professions may be.
Reason with them kindly, firmly, and considerately.

INTERCOURSE WITH SPIRITS is carried on by various means. The simplest is
three tips of the table or raps for ‘“ Yes,” and one for “No.” By this means the
spirits can answer in the affirmative or negative. By calling over the alphabet
the spirits will rap at the proper letters to constitute a message. Bometimes the
hand of a sitter is shaken, then a pencil should be placed in the hand, when the
spirits may write by it automatically. Other sitters may become entranced, and
the spirits nse the vocal organs of such mediums to speak. The spirits
sometimes impress mediums, while others are clairvoyant, and see the sgmts,
and messages from them written in Iuminous letters in the atmosphere. Somes=
times the table and other objects are lifted, moved from place to place, and even
throngh closed doors. Patiently and kindly seek for tests of identity from loved
ones in the spirit-world, and exercise caution respecting spirits who make extrava-
gant pretensions of any kind, )

BEFORE proceeding with their investigations, inquirers into Spivitualism
should correspond with Mr. Burns, Proprietor of the Bpiritual Institution, 15,
Southampton Row, London, W.0., who will gladly forward a packet of publica-
tions and useful information gratis. Btamps should in all cases be enclosed for
return postage. Deputations of medinms or lecturers may be arranged for to
wisit any locality where public meetings or seances can be instituted.

Solon Wiseman, a retired city ‘merchant, said it was a great
mistake to suppose that the Bible was opposed to Spiritualism. In
trnth the Bibla could not be understood without a practical
acquaintance with the methods of spiritual manifestation. This
view the speaker sustained by many illustrations.

Rey. Philemon Jude gave it as his opinion, as a theological
student, that the dogmas of all religious systems and their rites and
ceremonies were merely symbols, and were not to be believed in
literally. Spiritualism was really the demonstration of theological
gcience, and showed what these changes in the spiritual nature
of man meant, which are symbolised in the terms salvation,
redemption, atonement, punishment, &e., &c., used by the churches,

When priesteraft declined and Spiritualism became understood aud
taught, sectavianism on the one hand, and unbelief on the other,
would be equally impossible, This speaker went into many par-
ticulars, manifesting great erudition on his part.

Saveral others spoke, when a man rather marred by life’s exceases,
and somewhat poorly clad, rose in the body of the hall, and said he
desired permission to say a few words, though he had not, as yet,
suflicient self-reliance to desire a position in the ranks with
Captain Kindly. His life had been a wasted one, and yet to do
evil had not been his desire, There was something that seemed to
impel him into courses that only plunged him into moral ruin
and physieal suffering, Recently he had heen led, as it were, into
a family of Spiritualists, who lknew nothing of his career.
But the wife, a clairvoyant medium, read all hig past life
like & book, and, by her deseription, showed him that she was
better acquainted with him than he was himself. Ie became
convinced that her theory was correct, that he was a medium
without knowing it, and had, in addition to his own foolish and
evil acts, been the victim of spirits of a low class, In the circle he
had been influenced by the spirit of his mother, who passed away
when he was a child.  Truly he might say he had become a child
once more, and was receiving that loving atteption from a mother,
though in spirit-life, to which, in the past, he had been a stranger.
He now spent his spare coins in promoting moral ends, and found
his new occupations for more agreeable than the habits of his past
life. To him he could truly say, that Spiritualism had been a
power unto salvation.

Sir Charles Cheerful, Bart., then rose and said that he had come
up to town to give his experience of Spiritualism down in the
ghires. Ifor many years he ghd studied this subject in private, but
latterly he had put it to the test, and tried to live aceording to its
teachings. There is, said Sir Charles, no safety for the Spiritualist
who plays with the matter of spirit-intercourse, and reduces it to
a mere intellectual theory. It is a living truth, or it is a delusion.
It is the voice of the Eternal God speaking His will in every fibre
of our being, and informing us of the path we must follow in all
the relitions of life. We have adopted its divine suggestions
largely down in our shire. I am free with my land, acd the
people are equally free with their lsbour, and as a result we
know nothing of bad times. I have expended my reuts these
five years in an experimental school of agriculture and horti-
culture. DBesides these branches, we have workshops of ail
kinds. We have more work, more produce, and more of everything,
except hardship and grumbling. Talk about farms to let and
emigration ! why we could occupy the land on both sides if we
could onlyset it up on end, and get at the under surface of it ; and
the other word must be spelt smmigration, for instead of people
leaving the district they come flocking to it from every direction.
My land increases in value every year, and my people, who live on
it, correspondingly increase in wealth and comfort. But I would
scorn to set a commercial value on that with which, as a gentle-
man, I am entrusted for the good of the people. Cheerful Hall is
becoming quite an important local centre, and.the influence of
Lady Cheerful and myself is infinitely increased, and we are far
happier. Indeed, I make bold to say, that, under the old system,
we suffered more than the labouring classes. We were seldom
well, and did not know what ailed us, we bad to travel abroad
part of the year “seeking health,” killing time, robbing our own
country and fattening the foreigner. We have found out, like
hundreds around us, that there is ““ no place like home,” and aided
by such men as our gallant captain, I shall strive my utmost to
put that song, with a new accompaniment, into every Englishman’s
mouth. We have a local Spirit Band, of which I have the honour
to be captain, and Lady Cheerful directs the corps of visitors, and
when any of you have occasion to pass down our way we will make
you heartily welcome at Cheerful Hall.

With speeches and song the night sped on, and a thrilling mani-
festation of the power of the immortals, which appeared over the
latform to everyone present, and struck home the truth to every
Eeart, closed the proceedings with a heavenly benediction. Itwas
some time before we could decide whether we had been in the Land
of Fancies or at home in Merrie England : very much merrier in-
deed it seemed than ever we had seen it before.

No. 1 Circrg, 15, Sournayeroy Row, Loxpox, W.C.—Ervery Tueaday
evening punctually at 8 p.m, Regular medium, Mre. W. Towns. Other
wediums at times. Healing, test, and trance. The addresses sre almost
inyariably of a practical and pbilosophical kind, dealing with the muoch-
needed social and sanitary reforms,

Dr, Moxck's bealth is in a very critical condition. He is spitting up
blood in an alarming manner, and his state of weakness is such that he
ia forbidden to write. Many kind friends will, therefore, accept this
announcement ag an answer to their correspondence, The testimonial
is being pushed on, and it is imperative that what is done should be
effected immediately, as delay during this weather is dangerous. Prince
hag promised to contribute, and the friends, who defended Dr,
Monck three years ago, do not desert him now. No person who has
taken the trouble to observe, for & moment believes that Dr. Monck was
guilty of imposition in the matter for which he suffered, snd the
extraordinary manifestations seen through bis mediumship—that of
spirit-forms materialising from his side in a good light, since his
liberation—prove that he was much more of a medium than he pro-
fessed to be, For an account of these manifestations, see ©* The Latest
Phases of Materialisation.” By Rev. Thos. Colley, now Dean of Natal,
Published by J, Burns, 15, Southampton Row, Price 4d, =~ ]




796

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

DEceEMBER 19, 1879,

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF THE MEDIUM.

0 fros Sedis 5 5%
ne copy, , weakly rannum
Two oo!;’iupo.t,, w B % e . o 017 6
»” " 3 0 5 “ee " 1 310
Four ,, ” ” 0 7 e " 112 0
Five ,, » " 0 9 s ” 119 6
Six 1 " " 0 10* ren ” 2 5 4
Thirteen ye AT 3 318 8

Additional copies, post free, 14d. each per week, or 64. 8d. per year.

All orders for copies, and communications for the Editor, should be
addressed to Mr, Jauss Burxs, Office of Tue Mupivy, 15, Southampton
Row, Holborn, Londan, W.C.

The MepIvy is sold by all newsvendors, and supplied by the whole-
sale trade generally. _

Advertisements inserted in the Mzprux at 6d. per line.
eontract.

Legacias on behalf of the Cause should be left in the name of “ James
Burns.®

A geries by

Busivess axD Mepicarn CLAIRVOYANCE,

FR. TOWNS, is at home daily to receive friends from 10 a.m.
tilli 6 p.m., at other hours by appointment. Address—1, Altert
Terrace, Barnsbury Road, Islington.

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1879,
—pige—
NOTES AND COMMENTS.

What think you, non-spirituslistic reader, of our Christmas
Number? 1t is the fashion for Christmas publications to bs well
spiced with ghost stories and allusions to spiritual manifestation
and meagnetic influence, the writers all the time labouring to
impress their readers that they do not at all believe in the appear-
ance of spirits to men still in the flesh. Not to speak too harshly,
this is what may be called fooling the reader, an impertinence
which no pablisher should inflict on his patrons. On the other
hand, we know that all we say of spirit-manifestation is strictly
true, and instead of making the intelligent reader's flssh cresp with
weak-minded, superstitious dread, it has the effect of opening the
mind up to the beauties of existence, and creating within, the
most genuine gratitude to God for spiritual blessings which are
now being added to all the conveniencies which scientific discovery
has conferred upon us. Reader, send to the Spiritual Institution,
15, Southawpton Row, for & Packet of information, supplied gratis,
and commence the investigation of Spiritualism,

We direct the reader's attention to the article entitled
“ Historical Controls,” that strangers to cur columns may better
understand the nature of the communication. These articles have
been continued in the Meprunm for two years, and many of the
most notabls personages of history have communicated. The sub-
ject of this present one is in continuation of that of last week. L.,
the medium or sensitive, goes to the chambers of A, T. T, P, the
recorder, passes into the trance or under control. In that state he
is upeonscious ; but through his organism “ Edmund Spenser,” the
poet, addresses the recorder, giving an aceountofa coaversation which
the medium had with a “visitor,” who isa materialist, Butwhile L,,
the medinm, who is a mechanic, was holding that conversation with
the materislist, he was bending over his machine, and though, un-
eonscious of it, he was all the time under control—entranced with
his eyes open, 50 that the visitor thought he was speaking and
apswering him in the normal state. The whols argument is repro-
duced by the Control to the recorder at his chambers, and it is
also stated that while thes medium, L., was eonversing with his
materialistic visitor, his hand was, at the same time, writing the
narrative of a epirit which passed from the bedy at the wreck of
the Deutschiand, thus showing that two spirits were communicat-
ing through the medium at the same time: one orally, and the
other by writing. By will-power it appears that a hammer was
made to fall down, being a manifestation after the manner of the
power used by Madame Blavatsky, whose work is described in an
article by Mrs. Hollis-Billing. The most mysterious part of the
matter is that this materialistic visitor is a stranger who has ot
et been identified, though thase communications have referred to
iim in several recent numbers of the Meprvy. The notes taken
down from the lips of the entranced medium hayve not been
amended in any way, o that there is a slight irregularity in the
use of the first and third person in several instances.

Next weex we will give Mr. Oxley’s article on the naturs and
origin of the Bible and other sacred books, Our first number for
1880 will contain the succeeding chapter of “The Philosophy of
Spirit,” illustrated by an engraving of the likeness of “ Busiris the
Ancient,” A, T, T. P.’s chief Control, who it is eaid wrote the
Mahabarata in India thousands of years ago. The engraving is
from s drawing done through the hands of L., A, T. T. P’s
medium.

Ow the wrapper of this number is repeated engravings of spirit-
faces, which were given a few weeks ago, but the edition was soon
told out. The descriptive article may now be had in a separate
form, price 24, Ths medium through whom these manifestations

were oblained is still in London, Letters desiring 'i""i"(?” mzy be
addressed—Mr. A, Furman, 15, Southampton Row, W.C,

WE regret that we have been unable to insert the usual notices
this week,

Axoraer edition of the Christmas Number will be ready on
Monday. Orders should be sent immediately.

InTRODUCTIONS to Mra, BilEx;; may be obtained at 15, South-
smpton Row, W.C,

—_——

MADAME H. P. BLAVATSKY.
By Mrs, Many J. HoLLis-Brormie.

The Modern Movement, in favour of 2 new and more extended
knowledge of Spiritual and Ocenlt Science, has raised up an order
of thinkers and workers of extraordinary interest, of whose modes
of thought and powers of performance the swakened intellect is at
all times desirous of becoming more fully acquainted. Of these,
& unique epecimen presents itself in the person of Madame
Blavatsky, occupying as she does a foremost place in the depart-
ment of Work as well as that of Thought, And so many inguiries
have come to me respecting her, from widely different sources, that
I feel I cannot better answer these questions than by writing &
brief account of her visit of two weeks, at my kouse in Norwood,
nesr London, in Januvary last,

As a companion and friend, I found her to be most genial,
glea.sant, and reliable, and as a linguist, pianist, and writer, I believe

er to be the most extraordinary woman of the age. In saying
this, I think I have not in the least exaggerated ber powers. To
give an instance : I heard her converse with great rapidity in five
different languages, and the persons with whom ehe conversed said
she spoke the langnages perfectly.

She is a persor of massive build and expressive features, mors of
the masculine than feminine type, capable of gigantic tasks but
oblivious of mere trifles; amused at those slight annoyances which
would irritate little minds; strong in her likes axd dislikes, 2nd,
as a consequence, infallible in her intmitive grasp of humean
character and capability. y

Respecting the wonderful things, for the production of which
she is famous, I will give the testimony of my own eyes 8s to ths
phenomena which were witnessed in my house while she was my
guest. I will, in the first placs, endeavour to give an imperfect
description of what took place one afternoon. As a gentlemen and
myself were sitting, talking to Madame, we noticed her face and
hair growing dark in hue, until her hair wes changed from its
natural (light) colour to almost black, and her face st the same
time became as dark as that of any East Indian Iever saw. Whils
these appearances wers being manifested she seemed to be engaged
in deep thought. I addressed her, and said: “Madame, are yoa
aware of the change that has taken place in your complexion and
bair ?" Her reply was “Yes,” but she offered no explapation.
In a few minutes she went out into the hall, where she remained
about five minutes, and then returned. Her hair and face were of
their mnatural colour when she re-entered our presence; all of
which seemed very remarkable to the gentleman and to myszlf.

When ghe first came to me at Norwood she was evidently ia
great haste to proceed on her journey to India. and expressed her
determination to remain with ms only a few days. Many of her
friends wers not a little disappointed at this short visit, and wers
clamorous to obtain a further opportunity of enjoying her socisty.
Madame, however, insisted that unless she received orders from
her friends in India to prolong ber stay, it would be impossible for
her to do 80, On the Sunday after her arrival she went ioto her
bed-room and there received a message, written on a bandkerchicf,
in which she was granted liberty to stay some days longer with us.
This, it must be confessed, was & very curious incident, but to the
sceptical mind thers was wanted some proof that the inscription
wus not placed by Madame on the handkerchief by some process
known to herself, So I thought over the matter and cams to ths
conclusion that if she really posseesed the power that I had heard
of her using, and which she claimed to have, there could bs no
better time for e to eee soms incontrovertible evidenes of it
Accordingly, one evening at the dinner table I asked Col. Oleott to
give me the handkerchief on which the message, purporting to
come from India, had been written. His apswer was: “I never
give anything of this kind away.” I then turned to Madame
Blavatsky and asked ber if she would favour me with one of thoss
written messages. She replied “I am tired of bringing thess
handkerchiefs.” She then requested Col. Oleott to ask me what I
wanted her to do. I looked over the table to see what I could ask
for that would be most difficult to bring. I soon made up my mind,
and requested that a teapot, & cruet-stand, or a teacup and saucer
might be brought to me. No sooner had I spoken the words thana
curious teapot, which I have now in my possession, was placed onthe
table. Madame only put her hand underthe tablefor it; whereitcame
from I am unable to explain. Of one thing I am certain, that I had no
such article about the house, nor till that moment was it proposed
that I should ask for such a thing to be produced in that manner,

Mr. O. C. Massey, who was standing just behind Madame, ssid,
“Oh, am I to be slighted ; will you not give me something ¥ She
answered, “ What do you want?” He said in reply, “ A card-ease,
or a tobaceo-pouch—something I can wear about with me.” She
at onee replied, “ Go into the hall, and you will find something in
your coat pocket.” Mr. M had come in after we had sat down
to dinner, and Madame B, had not left the table, On going inte
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“8xr's” Work v ENGLAND.—Wa eannot serve the present pur-
pose better than introduce here a valuable communication from the
pen of Mr. A.J.Smart, of Cardiff, a gentleman of unusual experience
as an observer of spirit phenomena, and whose records of seances
have taken a foremost place in the literature of the Movement. He
is recorder of a private circle held at the house of Mr, Lewis, Cardiff,
and, accompanied by the Medium of that cirele, we introduced Mr.
Smart to Mrs. Billing’s seances last summer, The conversations
with spirits *“ Ski "and © James Nolan,” which then took place, are
reported in the Mleprva of that time, “Ski" proposed to manifest
at the Cardiff circle, and with what result the following communi-
cation shows :—

Tur TestonoNy or Mnr, A. J, Suarr, CARDIFF,

The presentation to the readers of the Mgepiun of a portrait of
¢ Skiwaukie ™ will be a lavourabla oceasion on which to express a few
ideas which have occurred to me in reference to the particular phase of
work so successfully carried out by that faithful and indefatigable
lIabourer in the Cause he has so much at heart, with no prefension to
being exhaustive of the subject, but rather as a grateful and well-earned
tribute, which cannot be more suitably rendered than in the present
issue of that journal.

My first acquaintance with our mutual friend, except by repute, was
made during visits to certain of Mrs, Billing’s seances, at which I was
present, by kind invitation, when the extraordinary power which he pos-
gesses of acquiring an unmistakable knowledge of the private concerns
of the sitters,—whether strangers or not, seemed to make little difference
—together with his great command of the “ direct voice,” wore alike
strikingly manifested.

Entirely without solivitation he promised to visit the circle at Cardiff,
and help in the development there of that class of phenomena with
which he is just now more particularly identified, a promise which he
has most faithfully performed, and in a_way which proves him to be
thoroughly master of his task,

The mellow-toned voice, which I recognised immediately at the first
sitting held after my return to Cardiff, tbe characteristio afirmative ex-
pression “ Soh ! the specch studded with appellations peculiarly Indian,
the habit of finding expressive names of his own for people, his execu-
tion of the very same work in the very same style, the thorough manner
of accomplishing what he undertakes, and his wasterly method of
getting about it, which shows no *’prentice hand,” his earnestness,
friendliness, and sincerity,—all these, combined with frequent references
to mutual friends meeting in Mrs, Billing's more private circle (where
also he has spoken of his visits to us), as perfectly stamp and identify
the same individuality as anything, short of actual sight, could possibly
do in the case of any person whom we meet in two different places.

As in London, so here, he is remarkable for his power of discerning,
and relating tothe astonished inquirer, occurrences which have transpired
in the life of the latter, in the more or less remote past; for naming
and correctly describing deceased friends or relatives; for proving bim-
gelf acquainted for the time with matters affecting the sitter, both of a
private and business character, and other things of a similar kind. I
bave already spoken of the thoroughness with which all this is accom-
plished. There are no “leading " questions; or, indeed, questions of
any kind; no beating about the bush, as if to gain information. On
the contrary, he constantly silences those who are prone to be com-
municative upon matters connected with themselves which he has
brought to tgeir mind, preferring to tell the whole story himself,
without any hint from them, He takes the initiative himself, and
goes to the point with startling direotness. This, as a matter of course,
increases the satisfaction of the inquirer immensely.

A striking instance of his ability occurred in the case of a young lady
a perfect stranger to the town, as well as to medium and sitters, who,
being desirous of attending a seance, bad looked in quite unexpectedly,
and was invited to join the rest, who were at that moment about holding
a sitting, Without any preface *“ Ski” told her the nature of her occu-
pation, deseribed the character of the inmates of her distant home,
arrangement of the interior of the house, and other particulars, with
quite a staggering degree of accuracy, as she acknowledged. She was
charmed, but confused, being unfamilar with Spiritualistic phenomena,
and evidently not anticipating such very prompt treatment, and naively
remarked that it was a very “ pleasing enzeriainment.” She bas since
recovered her equanimity, and drawn a more serious conclusion from
Ler short experience.

Another point of great excellence about his method is that he never
sttempts too much. When the power wanes so as to seriously affect
the correctness of his results, he says 20, and frankly warns us to receive
his statements, at such times, with more caution.

With us already he has been the means of bringing home to many
minds with greater force the conviction of that truth which they already
held, and to strangers he has demonstrated conclusively the possibility
of cultivating & power which enables the possessor to peer into their
past and present surroundings, with which no one present but them-
selves could be acquainted, and which bad, in many cases, vanished for
the time, even from their own conseious memory until recalled thereto,
at the same moment demonstrating by the independency of voice the
independency of bis individuality. His “clear-seeing ” powers appear
also to extend into futurity, but so far as the experience of our circle is
concérned, of which alone I am now writing, sufficient time has not yet
elapsed to enable me just now to speak as to this with that certainty u;Son
which results so extraordinary should rest. This would seem to be a far
more marvellous faculty than the former, He has also proved himself
able to discover, from *‘impressions in the aura,” events which have
taken place in rooms. He gives ample evidence not only that man
carries about with him a mysterious tablet upon which are indelibly
engraved “all things that ever be did,” a record that can be read with
more or less of precision, but that even inanimate objects catch and
retain the impression of fleeting scenes and occurences. This may well
be with the more subtle and plastic modes of nature, since a wafer laid
for a short tima upon the ﬁ’nely tempered blade of a razor will leave

on the bright surface a clear impression of its outline that may be

ndered visible for months afterwards by the simple process of breath-

w«mnm steel.
these facts imply the mind would do well to ponder. One

thing that may be gathered, is the possibility of bringing to light with
acenracy the decds of right or wrong committed by humanity, indiri-
dually or collectively, in the past. That which is done in seeref, mny
indeed be * proclaimed from the housetope.” I should not, however,
do “ 8ki" fu‘l justios did I not refer to the fact that be is ever truly
considerate in dealing with those matters which might give rise to
unpleasant feeling on the part of the vietim of his keen scruting, but it
miglln, bo well for these who have secrets to preserve to give him a wide
Lerth.

I may mention that, amongst hia other accomplishments, he has
evinced considerable ability in disgnosing disease, and the preseribing
of remedies for the same.

The form of manifestation of spirit-personality, which « Bki” so well
exemplifies, has been aptly deseribed as “the perfection of spirit-com-
munion.” With most other phases of advanced phenomenal manifesta-
tion, the consciousness of the medium is for the time guspended, and
cannot, therefore, be contrasted simultaneously with the intelligence of
the control, and while they are such as to induce in the mind a teain of
rensoning which leads, ultimately, to the irresistible eonclusion that
they have spirit-intelligence as their source, the fact that, in this phe-
nomenon of the direct voice, the medium is perfectly conscious t'e
whole time, converses with the sitters, and also with the control, tends,
apart from the striking tests, to a forcible realisation of the presence of
other intelligences than those in the flesh, and of the independeney of
medium snd control, with a directness and instantaneousness which 1
regard as a most valuable feature. This is still more true of that other
branch of * Ski’s ” work, the " setting-up ” of spirit-friends of the sitters
to speak for themselves, in which be is very successful. More especially
is this bringing home to the mind of the reality of spirit-presence effee-
tive, when, as occasionally happens, we are favoured with hearing two or
three conversing together in the direct voice, in tones of varyiog cha-
racter, pitch, and modulation, It is, if possible, still more pleasing to
hear the wea voice of children, talking in their artless way, seeking that
knowledge of earth-life which their sojourn here wss tou brief to enable
them to gain, and explaining their occupations and recreations in spirit-
life, the lessons they learn, their hopes and joys, their beautiful sur-
roundings, their yearnings towards their earthly relatives, the kindness
of their friends and instructors in spirit-life, and many other points of
interest,

I may briefly refer to the seneations of the medium, which should be
observed and chronicled in connection with sll classes of phenomens,
as a necessary element in the arriving at a sound philosophy of the
methods of spirit-manifestation. The temperature of the body is
greatly increased at the time—so mueh so as to induce considerable
perspiration. A numbness and loss of use in the region of the throat
and vocal organs is experienced, as if vital force were withdrawn, for
the purpose, I presume, of materialising to a sufficient extent the cor-
responding organs in the Control. The state indueed in the medium is
so sensitive that the mind is highly excitable, and hence it becomes
necessary that the most tranguil and harmonious conditions should be
secured in the circle if satisfactory results are to be obtained.

« Ski” does not confine himself to the domain of phenomenal msani-
festations, but is always ready to render his ressonable adrvice to those
who seek it, and his willingness and sincerity invariably win esteem. In
closing these remarks, I can only wish bim a wider sphere of usefuiness,
and consequent happiness, and hope that the example which he gives of
unflagging industry in the cause of truth may be imitated by those here,
upon whom has been laid the solemn duty of carrying forward the work
initiated by the wise and beneficent intelligences of spirit-life, and of
handing on the toreh of knowledge and progress which Las been placed
in their hands, A. J. Suast.

From what “Ski"” said at the circle in London, we heard
frequently of the work being accomplished at Cardiff; bat as our
spirit-friend is not a talker but a worker, and anything bat a boaster,
we had no idea that he had been so successiul. He is a most
trathful and reliable spirit. He has much knowledge and great
force, and being wholly trustworthy, he can be of considerable
service to those who desire his help. ~ All who sit in the circles and
make his acquaintance regard him with feelings of respect and
affection. His musical voice rippling forth the salutation * Soh I
(he never uses the word yes), is always the signal for friandly con-
gratulations. He uses the word “soh,” in so many different
pitches and lengths, that it is made to express the affirmative with
an infinite number of extended meanings.

In the course of a letter just received, Mr. James Smyth, Anger-
ville, France, says :—

The stranger who goes to Mrs. Billing's seances, will find no “ test ”
necessary, for the piercing eye of © Ski ® can read him like a book, and
can tell him of his past, present, and future, and with great diseretion
and diserimination in speaking of private matters, * Ski" also assists
the spirits to consult with their friends, * sets them up " as he ealls it.
“Ski" has contrived to amass a wonderful deal of knowledge, and to
all your questions you can have satisfactory answers, He is a very good
and trutbful spirit, He takes his place asone of the chiefs of those
bands of spirits who are doing all in their power to dispel and disperse
the fliarkness of materinlism and orthodoxy, the two great pests of this
world,

But that “8ki” may be enabled to do this more effectually, Mrs.
Billing's seances must be select, that is to say, must consist of thought-
ful, earnest, true, men and women. All those who go there to passan
idle hour to amuse themselves, or for mockery, should be put aside. 1If
we would profit, if we would have communications with pure and good
spirits, we must prepare ourselves, and hold communion with our-
gelves, and then, with the assistance of such as « Ski,” there is no end
to the good we can do, and the comforts and consolation that we can
bring to thousands of homes, Let all who attend Mrs. Billing’s circles
prove that they are not ungrateful for the privileges conferred on them,
but, in return for the benefit they receive, may they be impelled to take
up this work of Human Progress in their turn, and help to bring spiri-
tual light and joy to their fellow-creatures.

Angerville, Dee. 12, 1879,

Happily, Mrs. Billing is, for the present, in London, and an
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

What think you, non-spiritualistic reader, of our Christmas
Number ? 1t is the fashion for Christmas publications to be well
spiced with ghost stories and allusions to spiritual manifestation
and magnetic influence, the writers all the time labouring to
impress their readers that they do not at all believe in the appear-
ance of spirits to men still in the flesh. Not to speak too harshly,
this i3 what may be called fooling the reader, an impertinence
which no publisher should inflict on his patrons. On the other
hand, we know that all we say of spirit-manifestation is strictly
true, and instead of making the intelligent reader’s flesh creep with
weak-minded, superstitious dread, it has the effect of opening the
mind up to the beauties of existence, and creating within, the
most genuine gratitude to God for spiritual blessings which are
now being added to all the conveniencies which scientific discovery
has conferred upon us. Reader, send to the Spiritual Institution,
15, Southampton Row, for a Packet of information, supplied gratis,
and commence the investigation of Spiritualism.

We direct the reader’s attention to the article entitled
“ Historical Controls,” that strangers to our columns may better
understand the nature of the communication. These articles have
been continued in the Mepium for two years, and many of the
most notable personages of history have communicated. The sub-
ject of this present one is in continuation of that of last week. L.,
the medium or sensitive, goes to the chambers of A. T. T, P., the
recorder, passes into the trance or under control. In that state he
is unconscious ; but through his organism “ Edmund Spenser,” the
poet, addresses the recorder, giving anaccountofa conversation which
the medium had with a “visitor,” who is a materialist, But while L.,
the medium, who is a mechanic, was holding that conversation with
the materialist, he was bending over his machine, and though, un-
conscious of it, he was all the time under control—entranced with
his eyes open, so that the visitor thought he was speaking and
answering him in the normal state. The whole argument is repro-
duced by the Control to the recorder at his chambers, and it is
also stated that while the medium, L., was conversing with his
materialistic visitor, his hand was, at the same time, writing the
narrative of a spirit which passed from the bcdy at the wreck of
the Deutschland, thus showing that two spirits were communicat-
ing through the medium at the same time: one orally, and the
other by writing. By will-power it appears that a hammer was
made to fall down, being a manifestation after the manner of the
power used by Madame Blavatsky, whose work is described in an
article by Mrs. Hollis-Billing. The most mysterious part of the
matter is that this materialistic visitor is a stranger who has not
yet been identified, though these communications have referred to
him in several recent numbers of the Mrprum. The notes taken
down from the lips of the entranced medium have not been
amended in any way, so that there is a slight irregularity in the
use of the first and third person in several instancss.

Nexr week we will give Mr. Oxley’s article on the nature and
origin of the Bible and other sacred books. Our first number for
1880 will contain the succeeding chapter of “The Philosophy of
Spirit,” illustrated by an engraving of the likeness of * Busiris the
Ancient,” A. T, T. P.’s chief Control, who it is said wrote the
Mahabarata in India thousands of years ago. The engra.vm%xs
from a drawing done through the hands of L., A. T. T, PJs
medium,

Oxn the wrapper of this number is repeated engravings of spirit-
faces, which were given a few weeks ago, but the edition was soon
sold out, The descriptive article may now be had in a separate
form, price 2d. The medium through whom these manifestations

ro obtained is still in London., TLetters desiring sittings may be
:(ﬁlresaed-—Mr. A. Furman, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

WE regrot that we have been unable to insert the usual notices
this week.

AnormER edition of the Christmas Number will ho ready on
Monday. Orders should be sent immediately.

IntrODUCTIONS to Mus. Billing may be obtained at 15, South-
ampton Row, W.C.

MADAMIS II. P. BLAVATSKY.
By Mnrs. Manry J. Honois-Brinrina,

The Modern Movement, in favour of a new and more extended
knowledge of Spiritual and Occult Science, has raised up an order
of thinkers and workers of extraordinary interest, of whose modes
of thought and powers of performance the awakened intellect is at
all times desirous of hecoming more fully acquainted. Of these,
a unique specimen presents itself in the person of Madame
Blavatsky, occupying as she does a foremost place in the depart-
ment of %Vork as well as that of Thought. And so many inquiries
have come to me respecting her, from widely different sources, that
I feel I cannot better answer these questions than by writing a
brief account of her visit of two weeks, at my kouse in Norwood,
near London, in January last,

As a companion and friend, I found her to be most genial,
ﬁleasant, and reliable, and as a linguist, pianist. and writer, I believe

er to be the most extraordinary woman of the age. In saying
this, I think I have not in the least exaggerated her powers. To
give an instance : I heard her converse with great rapidity in five
different languages, and the persons with whom she conversed said
she spoke the languages perfectly.

She is a person of massive build and expressive features, mora of
the masculine than feminine type, capable of gigantic tasks but
oblivious of mere trifles; amused at those slight annoyances which
would irritate little minds; strong in ler likes and dislikes, and,
as a consequence, infallible in her intuitive grasp of human
character and capability.

Respecting the wonderful things, for the production of which
she is famous, I will give the testimony of my own eyes as to the
phenomena which were witnessed in my house while she was my
guest. I will, in the first place, endeavour to give an imperfect
description of what took place one afternoon. As a gentleman and
myself were sitting, talking to Madame, we noticed her face and
hair growing dark in hue, until her hair was changed from its
natural (light) colour to almost black, and her face at the same
time became as dark as that of any East Indian Iever saw. While
these appearances were being manifested she seemed to be engaged
in deep thought. I addressed her, and said: “Madame, are you
aware of the change that has taken place in your complexion and
hair ?” Her reply was “ Yes,” but she offered no explanation.
In a few minutes she went out into the hall, where she remained
about five minutes, and then returned. Her hair and face were of
their natural colour when she re-entered our presence; all of
which seemed very remarkable to the gentleman and to myself.

When she first came to me at Norwood she was evidently 1o
great haste to proceed on her journey to India. and expressed her
determination to remain with me only a few days. Many of her
friends were not a little disappointed at this short visit, and were
clamorous to obtain a further opportunity of enjoying her society.
Madame, however, insisted that unless she received orders from
her friends in India to prolong her stay, it would be impossible for
her to do so. On the Sunday after her arrival she went into her
bed-room and there received a message, written on a handkerchief,
in which she was granted liberty to stay some days longer with us,
This, it must be confessed, was a very curious incident, but to the
sceptical mind there was wanted some proof that the inscription
wus not placed by Madame on the handkerchief by some process
known to herself. So I thought over the matter and came to the
conclusion that if she really possessed the power that I had heard
of her using, and which she claimed to have, there could be no
better time for me to see some incontrovertible evidence of it.
Accordingly, one evening at the dinner table I asked Col. Olcott to
give me the handkerchief on which the message, purporting to
come from India, iad been written. His answer was: “I never
give anything of this kind away.” I then turned to Madamse
Blavatsky and asked her if she would favour me with one of those
written messages. She replied “I am tired of bringing these
handkerchiefs.” She then requested Col. Olcott to ask me what I
wanted her to do. I looked over the table to see what I could ask
for that would be most difficult to bring. I soon made up my mind,
and requested that a teapot, a cruet-stand, or a teacup and saucer
might be brought to me. No sooner had I spoken the words than a
curious teapot, which T have now in my possession, was placed on the
table. Madame only put her hand underthe tableforit; whereitcame
from I am unable to ex;;llain. Of one thing I am certain, that I had no
such article about the house, nor till that moment was it proposed
that I should ask for such a thing to be produced in that manner.

Mr. C. C. Massey, who was standing just behind Madame, said,
“Oh, am I to be slighted ; will you not give me something ?”’ She
answered, ¢ What do you want?” e said in reply, “ A card-cass,
or a tobacco-pouch—something I can wear about with me.” She
at once replied, * Glo into the hall, and you will find something in
your coat pocket.” Mr. Massey had come in after we had sat down
to dinner, and Madame B, had not left the table, On going into
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“Skr's” Work v ENGLAND.—Wo eannot serve the present pur-
pose better than introduce here a valuable communication from the
pen of Mr, A.J.Smart, of Cardiff, a gentleman of unusual experience
as an observer of spirit phenomena, and whose records of seances
have taken a foremost place in the literature of the Movement. He
isrecorder of a private circle held at the house of Mr. Lewis, Cardiff,
and, accompanied by the Medium of that circle, wo introduced My,
Smart to Mrs. Billing’s seances last summer, The conversations
with spirits ¢ Ski” and “ James Nolan,” which then took place, are
reported in the MEprunm of that time. “Ski” proposed to manifest
at the Cardift circle, and with what result the following communi-
cation shows :—

Tur TestoNy or Mg, A. J. Satanrr, CARDIFFE.

The presentation to the readers of the Meniuy of a portrait of
¢ Skiwaukie” will be a favourable occasion on which to express a few
ideas which have occurred to me in reference to the particular phase of
work so successfully carried out by that faithful and indefatigable
labourer in the Cause he has so much at heart, with no pretension to
being exhaustive of the subject, but rather as a grateful and well-earned
tribute, which cannot be more suitably rendered than in the present
issue of that journal.

My first acquaintines with our mutual friend, except by repute, was
made during visits to certain of Mrs, Billing’s seances, at which I was
present, by kind invitation, when the extraordinary power which he pos-
sesses of acquiring an unmistakable knowledge of the private concerns
of the sitters,—whether strangers or not, scemed to make little diﬁ'erel}ce
—together with his great command of the “ direct voice,” were alike
strikingly manifested. .

Entirely without solicitation he promised to visit the circle at Cardiff,
and help in the development thera of that class of phenomena with
which he is just now mora particularly identified, a promise which he
has most faithfully performed, and in a_way which proves him to be
thoroughly master of his task.

The mellow-toned voice, which I recognised immediately at the first
sitting held after my return to Cardiff, the cbaracteristic affirmative ex-
pression ‘“Soh !"” the speech studded with appellations peculiarly Indiap,
the habit of findiog expressive names of his own for people, his execu-
tion of the very same work in the very same style, the thorough manner
of accomplishing what he undertakes, and his masterly method of
setting about it, which shows no ¢ ’prentice hand,” his earnestness,
friendliness, and sincerity,—all these, combined with frequent references
to mutual friends meeting in Mrs. Billing’s more private circle (where
also he has spoken of his visits to us), as perfectly stamp and identify
the same individuality as anything, short of actual sight, could possibly
do in the case of any person whom we meet in two different places.

As in London, so here, he is remarkable for his power of discerning,
and relating tothe astonished inquirer, occurrences which have transpired
in the life of the latter, in the more or less remote past; for naming
and correctly describing deceased friends or relatives; for proving him-
gelf acquainted for the time with matters affecting the sitter, both of a
private and business character, and other things of a similar kind, I
have already spoken of the thoroughness with which all this is accom-
plished. There are no ‘“‘leading” questions; or, indeed, questions of
any kind ; no beating about the bush, as if to gain information. On
the contrary, he constantly silences those who are prone to be com-
municative upon matters connected with themselves which he has
brought to their mind, preférring to tell the whole story himself,
without any hint from them. He takes the initiative himself, and
goes to the point with startling directness. This, as a matter of course,
increases the satisfaction of the inquirer immeusely.

A striking instance of his ability ocourred in the case of & young lady
a perfect stranger to the town, as well as to medium and sitters, who,
being desirous of attending a seance, bad looked in quite unexpectedly,
and was invited to join the rest, who were at that moment about holding
a pitting, Without any preface * Ski” told her the nature of her oceu-
pation, described the character of the inmates of her distant home,
arrangement of the interior of the house, and other particulars, with
quite a staggering degree of accuracy, as she acknowledged. She was
charmed, but confused, being unfamilar with Spiritualistic phenomena,
and evidently not anticipating such very prompt treatment, and naively
remarked that it wasa very “ pleasing entertainmment.” She has since
recovered her equanimity, and drawn a more serious conclusion from
ber ghort experience. _

Another point of great excellence about his method is that he never
sitempts too much. When the power wanes so as to seriously affect
the correctness of his results, he says 8o, and frankly warns us to receive
his statements, at such times, with more caution.

With us already he has been the means of bringing home to many

minds with greater force the conviction of that truth which they already
held, and to strangers he has demonstrated conclusively the possibility
of cullivating & power which enables the possessor to peer into their
past and present surroundings, with which no one present but them-
selves could be acquainted, and which had, in many cases, vanished for
the time, even from their own conscious memory until recalled thereto,
at the same moment demonstrating by the independency of voice the
independency of hia individuality. His “clear-seeing” powers appear
also to extend into futurity, but so far as the experience of our circle is
concerned, of which alone T am now writing, sufficient time has not yet
elapsed to enable me just now to speak as to this with that certainty upon
which results so extraordinary should rest. This would seem to be a far
more marvellous faculty than the former. He has also proved himself
able to discover, from “impressions in the aura,” events which have
taken place in rooms. He gives ample evidence not only that man
carries about with him a mysterious tablet upon which are indelibly
engraved “all things that ever he did,” a record that can be read with
more or less of precision, but that even inanimate objects catch and
retain the impression of fleeting scenes and occurences. This may well
be with the more subtle and plastio modes of nature, since a wafer laid
for a short time upon tho finely tempered blade of a razor will leave
upon the bright surface a olear impression of its outline that may be
rendered visible for months afterwards by the simple process of breath-
ing upon the steel.

these facts imply the mind would do well to ponder. One

thing that may be gathered, is the possibility of bringing to light with
acenracy the deeds of right or wrong committed by humanity, indivi
dually or collectively, in the past. That which is done in gecref, may
indeed be “proclsimed from the housetops.” I should not, bowever,
do “ 8ki"” full justice did I not refer to the fact that be is ever truly
considerate in desling with those matters which might give rise to
unpleasant feeling on the part of the vietim of his keen scrutiny, buf it
miglﬁt bo well for those who have secrets to preserve to give him a wide
Lerth.

I may mention that, amongst his othar accomplishments, he bhas
evinced considerable ability in disgnosing disease, and the prescribing
of remodies for the same.

The form of manifestation of spirit-personality, which “Bki” so well
exemplifies, has been aptly described as “ the perfection of spirit-com-
munion.” With most other phases of advanced phenomenal manifesta-
tion, the consciousness of the medium is for the time euspended, and
cannot, therefore, be contrasted simultaneously with the intelligence of
the control, and while they are such as to induce in the mind a train of
reasoning which leads, ultimately, to the irresistible conclusion that
they have spirit-intelligence as their source, the fact that, in this phe-
nomenon of the direct voice, the medium is perfectly conscious the
whole time, converses with the sitters, and also with the control, tends,
apart from the striking tests, to a forcible realisation of the presence of
other intelligences than those in the flesh, and of the incdependency of
medium and control, with a directness and instantaneousness which I
regard as a most valuable feature. This is still more true of that other
branch of “Ski’s” work, the ““ setting-up ” of spirit-friends of the sitters
to speak for themselves, in which he is very successful. More especially
is this bringing home to the mind of the reality of spirit-presence effec-
tive, when, as occasionally bappens, we are favoured with hearing two or
three conversing together in the direct voice, in tones of varying cha-
racter, pitch, and modulation, It is, if possible, still more pleasing to
hear the wes voice of children, talking in their artless way, seeking that
knowledge of earth-life which their sojourn here was too brief to enable
them to gain, and explaining their occupations and recreations in spirit-
life, the lessons they learn, their hopes and joys, their beautiful sur-
roundings, their yearnings towards their earthly relatives, the kindness
of their friends and instructors in spirit-life, and many other points of
interest.

I may briefly refer to the seneations of the medium, which should be
observed and chronicled in connection with all classes of phenomena,
as a necessary element in the arriving at a sound philosophy of the
methods of spirit-manifestation. The temperature of the body is
greatly increased at the time—so much so as to induce considerable
perspiration. A numbness and loes of use in the region of the throat
and vocal organs is experienced, as if vital force were withdrawn, for
the purpose, I presume, of materialising to a sufficient extent the cor-
responding organs in the Control. The state induced in the medium is
8o sensitive that the mind is highly excitable, and hence it becomes
necessary that the most tranquil and harmonious conditions should be
secured in the circle if satisfactory results are to be obtained.

“ Ski” does not confine himself to the domain of phenomenal mani-
festations, but is always ready to render his reasonable advice to those
who seek it, and his willingness and sincerity invariably win esteem. In
closing these remarks, I can only wish him a wider sphere of usefulness,
and consequent happiness, and hope that the example which he gives of
unflagging industry in the cause of truth may be imitated by those here,
upon whom has been laid the solemn duty of carrying forward the work
initiated by the wise and beneficent intelligences of spirit-life, and of
handing on the torch of knowledge and progress which has been placed
in their hands. A. J. SMART.

From what “Ski” said at the “ecircle in London, we heard
frequently of the work being accomplished at Cardiff; but as our
spirit-friend is not a talker but a worker, and anything but a boaster,
we had no idea that he had been so successful. He is a most
truthful and reliable spirit. He has much knowledge and great
force, and being wholly trustworthy, he can be of considerable
service to those who desire his help. All who sit in the circles and
make his acquaintance regard him with feelings of respect and
affection. His musical voice rippling forth the salutation ¢ Soh !”
(he never uses the word yes), is always the signal for friendly con-
gratulations. He uses the word “soh,” in so many different
pitches and lengths, that it is made to express the affirmative with
an infinite number of extended meanings.

In the course of a letter just received, Mr. James Smyth, Anger-
ville, France, says :—

The stranger who goes to Mrs. Billing's seances, will find no ¢ fest ”
necessary, for the piercing eye of “Ski” can read him like a book, and
can tell him of his past, present, and future, and with great discretion
and diserimination in speaking of private matters. *‘Ski” also assists
the spirits to consult with their friends, *“sets them up ” as he calls it.
“8ki” has contrived to amass a wonderful deal of knowledge, and to
all your questions you can have satisfactory answers. He is a very good
and truthful spirit. He takes his place as one of the chiefs of those
bands of spirits who are doing all in their power to dispel and disperse
the darkness of materialism and orthodoxy, the two great pests of this
world.

But that “Ski” may be enabled to do this more effectually, Mrs.
Billing’s seances must be select, that is to say, must consist of thought-
ful, earnest, true, men and women, All those who go there to pass an
idle hour to amuse themselves, or for mockery, should be put aside. If
we would profit, if we would have communications with pure and good
spirits, we must prepare ourselves, and hold communion with our-
selves, and then, with the assistance of such as ¢ Ski,”’ there is no end
to the good we can do, and the comforts and consolation that we can
bring to thousands of homes, Let all who attend Mrs. Billing's oircles
prove that they are not ungrateful for the privileges conferred on them,
but, in return for the benefit they receive, may they be impelled to take
up this work of Human Progress in their turn, and help to bring spiri-
tual light and joy to their fellow-creatures,

Angerville, Dec. 12, 1879.

Happily, Mrs. Billing is, for the present, in London, and an
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introduction may be obtained by suitable sitters, No more need be
said, This portrait is presented to the reader by a few friends of
* Ski,"” as a slight testimonial to his worth and the respect which
they bear him. In this sentiment they include all the Indian
tribes, who, now nearly extinet on earth, return to us from the
spirit-world to operate upon us for our good in many ways.
Spiritualism thus throws new and reliable light on the brotherhood
of man, shows that life in this world and the inner state, is so
interlinked that even in death we cannot rid ourselves either of
friends or foes, Our manifest duty, then, is to be at peace with all
in the spirit-world as well as on earth, bearing in mind the truth
contained in a poem, written and dedicated to ““Ski,” by Mrs,
Jacob Martin, Cairo, 111, U.S.A., with an extract from which we

will conclude :(—

His heaven the heaven of Nature is, as seen
In glorified appearance by his seer,
Where from oppressive White he dwells serene,
And mingles with all forms he holds so dear;
is sole relhigion is implicit trust )
In the Gireat Spirit who rewards the just,
Thus God Himself to “ heathens” has revealed
His deop paternal nature—love of right;
The doctrine of The Great Hereafter sealed
By visions to their seeking spirit-sight,
As of the realms eternal Ie has taught
His children ever through their highest thought.

Blank atheism science makes her goal
Full oft in this proclaimed enlightened age;

* Life would be yet greater failure,
Were it not that loving angels
Often give us good impressions,
Gleams of bope and inspiration,
Sending sometimes rays of knowledge—
Rays which cheer us and assist us.
And among the watehful spirits,
Few have done such faithful service
To earth’s troubled, weary children,
Ag our noble Indian-spirit ;
As our patient friend and worker ;

(B

As our hero chief, * Skiwaukie!

_—

THE LIVING AND THE DEAD,

Dedicated, by express permission, to Skiwaukie,” Indian spirit-
uide of that inestimable medium for the direct spirit-voice—

Mrs. Hollis-Billing, of America—
By Jaxrs KINNERSLEY LEwis,
“ Oh! beyond that bourne,
In the vast cycle of being which degins
At that broad threshold, with what fairer forms
SAail the great law of change and progress clothe
Iés workings 2!
The great destroyer and restorer, Time,
Works change incessant in the human race,
But midst this mighty change, in every clime,
The footprints of Progression all might trace ;
Old customs die, and thought the bound exceeds
So rigidly defined by narrow creeds.

Adown the vista dim of cyeles past,
We gaze on Egypt's greatness—India’s glory;
Where are their splendours now >—They only last
In glowing colours of some Eastern story ;
Yet be who grieves o'er fate that caused such fall
Mourns over laws that did the mind enthral!

There rise in Phenix manner from the dust
Of ruined states and empires greater still,
That to the meanest subjects are more just,
Till fades away the stern despotic will ;
And though declared as now extinet a race,
May wingled be with that of fairer face,

The mighty empire, ever prone to boast
That never sets the sun upon its verge,

In ages past beld on a narrow coast
Barbarians only,—yet their dying dirge
Was beautifully blent with hopes that sprung

From union with those of other tongue.

Through days of harsh oppression, mental gloom,
T'hese mingled races speed toward the light;
In sure, though slow, succession is the doom
Of Jaws despotic unreturning night :
The forms that wandered like the beasts of prey,
Transformed and God-like, will His laws obey.

Though peace on earth yet makes not her abode,
Man raises shrines and temples in her name;
These piles are shadows falling on the road
She will if wooed pursue, with power to tame
Tumultuous passions in the human heart,
And blessings of one brotherhood impart.

- - - . .

The breath of God pervades the Indian’s breast,
Inspiring tender thoughts of love and truth,
And whisp'ring of the Great Hereafter, blest
By all that renders bappy sge and youth,—
Where pleasures never pall, and where is found
A brighter and a happier huating ground.,

There he o'er ne'er destroying seas will sail,

In bright canoes with all the speed of thought,
And dwell in wigwams far beyond the wail

Of piercing winds, where all the air is fraught
With sweetest odours of unfading flowers
That deck the shady vales and leafy bowers.

There the Great Spirit is the medicine man
Whose wondrous power of magic quells all ill,
Is the illustrious chief of every clan;
The Hvil Spirit works not there his will,
But there the brave and good their fathers meet,
And stories of heroic deeds repeat.

True in the red man's grave are laid his gun,
His faithful dog, and oft his trusted steed,
His bow and arrows, that beneath the sun
Of shores eternal they may serve his need;
They symbols be of faithfulness and truth !
What creed is there from symbols free forsooth ?

BRYANT (‘' da Lvening Reverie,”)

Theology but offera to the soul

Mere epeculation, differing in each page,
And Revelation oft to books is bound,
Ior which are multifarious meanings found.

Tis then a struggling ray of light is seen,

Which breaks through shadows that the soul enshroud ;
More brightly is repeated what has been,

The epirit-world shines throngh the darksome cloud,
The dead appear! and by their utterance tell
That they with those who seek for knowledge dwell.

But chief among the voices from that bourne
Whenee Moses and Elias did return,

Thy voice, “ Skiwaukie,” bids us ceaze to mourn,
That voice so rich with lore that we would learn,

And laden with the messages of lovo

From friends departed to the bright above.

Thou art an earnest student of the laws
That rule in oceult beauty epirit-life,
And bind all spirits to the Great First Cause,
With links unbroken through the wildest strife;
Thou mighty art in magie, and canst teach
The seen and unseen interchange of speech,

Thy lofty aspirations, aneient chief,
Should be a load-star for thy struggling race ;
It may not be declared their day is brief
If they thine inspiration will embrace:
For thou wouldst lead them by their love of right
To undisputed Liberty and Light !
London, England, Dee. 13, 1879,

HISTORICAL CONTROLS,

(Reported and communicated by A. T.T. P.)

[The medium is a working-man, possessing the scanty education
of his class; A. T. T. P. is a gentleman of education and inde-
pendent means, and hence has no interest in deception, as these
seances entail upon him considerable labour and expenses. He
has made his mark in the world as a successful lawyer, and is not
likely to be duped. The medium passes into the unconscious
trance, in which state the spirits speak through him, making
gestures appropriate to their character. A. T.T. P. takes down
every word thus spoken by the spirits through the medium,]

EpyMunp SpENSER.—October 8, 1879,

The medium, as soon as he entered the room, said :—

“1 feel the same influence as when that stranger was in my
house,”

He went immediately under control, and said :—

“ There has been much talk about mind-reading or thought-
reading ; it has long been a vexed question, that of thought-read-
ing, its possibility or impossibility; and I assert at the very com-
mencement of my address to you, that thought-reading with some
advanced spirits is, indeed, an actuality. Ie, the sensitive, has
told you that his visitor sat in silence nearly the whole time of
his last visit to him.” '

Before I go further, I think it just as well that I should gire
some slight explanation as to what all this means. I may state
that a few nights previous to this present countrol I had a control
by the celebrated Henry More [published in the Mrpium last
week] on the subject of a dialogue and argument between this
stranger and L. the medium, which was so curious in its details
that L sent the fair copy to L., with the object of showing it to
this stranger, and getting his views on the matter. S0 when the
medium came, I asked him whether he had had a visit from the
stranger; and whether he had shown the paper to him, and what
passed between them. He said he had, and that the stravger
found twenty-three lines of the record corresponded verbatim with
the short-hand notes taken by himself, but that otherwise nothing
passed between them, and that neither of them talked. The
Control went on to say:— ) y

¢ I was present, and helped the sensitive at the first interview
between them, Upon earth I was known as Edmund Spenser, the
author of the ‘ Faerie Queene,” and the thoughts of both of them
being primal ov intense in their natures, or, in other words, beivg
thoughts with causes, they were easily recognised, received by me,
and can be described to you. To me it appeared the thoughts of
the sensitive were these: ¢ Why do I feel so drowsy in this man's
presence, so inactive, that my work seems a trouble to me? Why
do I feel a difficulty in keeping my eyelids from closing over my
eyes ' On the other hand, the thoughts of the stranger were
these: ‘He (that is L.) is the modern puzzle of the nineteenth
century ; an artisan fighting the battle of respectable life, and that
battle attended with just a sufficient amount of success as to keep
him amongst the ranks of honest handicraftsmen; there is an
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entire absence in this man’s demeanour of trying to deceive, or
impose on me, even if there were the wish to do o, the cause for
doing so would be a purposeless one, he having nothing to gain.
Is there in reality any power of mind oyer mind? or is it but a
fabled dream P or is there any power of intense will over the will
of other men? I will try to will that he shall question me.
Strange it is that this intense willing should have produced reck-
lessness when all before was quietude. By all I value I declare
my will is bringing about an unexpeected result’ And then came
the first question that the sensitive asked.

¢ He said, ¢ With your peculiar ideas I should like to know your
opinion of heaven and hell?’ The words in which this question
was answered were but thoughts clothed with meaning by words,
and which 1 shall repeat.

“The visitor said, ‘ Your question is a strange one; but more
strange still 1 feel your earnestness in putting it—first, What is
my opinion about heaven ? Heaven, in my opinion, has its locality
only in the feelings of man; we must—and I do accept the word
as expressing the highest state of happiness that the soul can con-
ceive ; and, therefore, in giving you my soul's highest conception
of happiness, I am giving you my idea of heaven : health in every
part of my body ; perfect vitality in every organ forming it, more
especially in the cerebral hemisphere. This, and this alone, con-
stitutes my soul’s highest conception of heaven. The other part of
your question is my idea in reference to Hell, a word expressed by
many as having a meaning, a locality ; but to me I merely accept
it as expressing infinite misery ; the most abject misery ; the most
abject wretchedness; my soul’s idea of misery would then be my
conception of hell: therefore, mental or bodily anguish, attended
with dire agony, would constitute my soul’s conception of Hell. I
place them, as you will observe, both heaven and hell, as within
the scope of my three score years and ten of life. Karth be-
comes a paradise to me in the healthy operation of my anatomical
structure ; but swhenever my bodily functions are disarranged or
destroyed, then earth becomes hell to me.’

“¢Then, according to your views a doctor becomes a god,” said
the sensitive; and the visitor replied,

“¢And why not? He gives me a new love of life, and proves
how, by dint of the use of his scientific acquirements, he changes
hell into heaven by the use of his knowledge: God, in the con-
ception of my soul, is a word expressing Power. There is power
in the skill of the medical practitioner: I admire power in every
form, even if I do not worship it; therefore, in the sense you mean,
why should not the medical practitioner, who assuages the ills of
my body, advance himself in my opinion into the position of a god
amongst men ?’

“Then followed a long interval of silence between them, broken
again by the sensitive’s visitor, who remarked, ¢ arouse yourself,
and listen to me; I do not know how I am drawn to visit you; I
wish to tell you my views; I wish to give expression to my
thoughts, and strange as the facts appear to me, I know that all
my views will not only be antagonistic to you, but that the defence
of your own views will afford me great matter of thought; that I
realise ; why ? I cannot answer. I would speak to you in plain
language, being myself a scholar and you a man of labour; but I
feel that if I attempted to defend my position at all, it can only be
done by a masterly defence.’

“Do you think, sir,” (addressing me), said the Control, ¢ that
the sensitive heard these words? No; and it is only by the strict
rules that you have laid down for the more perfect manifestation
of spirit-control; I mean that you have always tried to obey
necessary conditions, especially in forced punctuality on the part
of the sensitive. This, dear sir, as you have seen, has been
attended with nearly a perfect success, because you earnestly per-
sisted in having punctuality followed out. As in these things, so
in other matters, your mode has been successfully applied. You
have ignored promiscuous sittings on the part of the sensitive ; in
fact, to sum up all briefly, you have tried to make conditions, and
you have succeeded on account of your earnestness, so that now
you have this new form of semi-consciousness, so that infidels can
be answered without the fact of apparent control being placed
before them ; this is & step in the right direction. If he was not
talking with the sensitive, which he certainly was not, he would
be the last man in the world to believe he was not. Such was the
position of this new form of communication. I bent the body of
the sensitive over the machine in the position of listening, and
by extraordinary action kept his eyelids from closing and then I
listened.

¢ You realise,’ continued the visitor, ‘although your education
has not been an advanced one, what paltry excuses, subterfuges,
and lies have been used to deny the fact, that an antagonism
is now being felt throughout the length and breadth of this land :
between science and revelation; between God and the world;
that the struggle is becoming final in its issue; that they are
grasping each other's throats; and tbat victory will abide with
the strongest. In vain the pastors and masters of the masses
assert, that, despite this struggle, God and His word steadily
advance, and that the bright example of their martyred saints of
old still loudly proclaims the justice of their Cause; but Science,
undismayed, unexcitable, and calm, replies, Battle as you will, we
have stayed your onward career of lying doctrines which you have
authoritatively laid down. Science says, Thou hast travelled far.
Thou shalt now find that thy journey is ended ; and that this is
#0, the immense army in this country of free-thinkers loudly pro-
cloims, :

“ And through the lips of the sensitive came this question.

*Give me your deflnition of what you mean by this advancing
science ; further, give me the professors and their names, and your
ideas upon their mission.’

“And the visitor continued : ‘A new school has arisen in the world
—a school of seekers into nature’s mysteries. No journey too long
no heights too high, no depths too deep, for their researches ; time
and trouble to them are but of secondary importance, and their
labours have been twice blessed ; they have blessed them. They
have also blessed the general mass of mankind ; they have pointed
out the fallacies of creeds and doctrines; it has been a well-con-
tested battle, but victory bhas declared on the side of science. It
proves incontestably and undeniably, that the revelations, in part,
are untruthful, being antagonistic to the primal laws of nature ;
accurding to the discovered laws of gravitation, and more especially
the latest discovery, the protoplasmic theory, that gives the same
source of life to every animated being. You have asked me in your
question, who compose the scientific leaders of the scientific world,
and I know that I can name but a few of them, but all those few
that I can name, are worthy of being leaders. To their eminently
distinguished and thoughtful minds men look up and admire ; they
are men formed by nature to he men's leaders; men whom all men
could respect for their love of truth : names such as Darwin, Tyndal,
Mills, Huxley, aye, and many others too; a list of names very
numerous, considering the purity of their efforts, These are the
great leaders in the fight; these are the masses’ great teachers, and
it is indeed a worthy task to live upon earth areal and earnest life,
not opposing, but obeying, nature’s great harmonious laws ; teach-
ing that heaven and hell are both within the reach of man; the
one to be enjoyed, and the other to be endured on earth.’

“The answer came from the sensitive’s lips, saying, ¢ What do
you expect from me, sir? Iam no strict theologian, and science
to me 1s & mystery ; I cannot talk to you as a scientist, and would
not, if I could, tallt to you as a theologian. I will tell you why L
would not. The theologian would condemn the whole school of
scientists, some of whose names you have mentioned, and would
brand them with heing unconscious tools for the devil's purposes,
and that through some unexplained cause they were permitted to
work their wicked wills upon earth; and that a century or two
back they would have met with all they deserved, being of the
army of evil doers in active opposition against Christ and his
church ; and they would have merited and received death at the
stake. But I would not so judge scientists, sir; far from it, In-
stead of considering them the agents of evil, I should—I should
call them—and I do consider them to be the ipstruments in the
hands of the Almighty living God, employed by Him for His own
pure and holy ends; entrusted with a great mission; yielding
obedience, attended by earthly cares and paing, yet following out
God's will; such would be my ideas of these men. The theolo-
gians would tell you that these men do but foreshadow the
inevitable darkness, that will cover the whole length and breadth
of the land, and that evil shall be temporarily in the ascendant ;
that it shall be—nay, that it is—drawing nearer the time of the
general apostacy. No, sir, I would not, if I could,argue with the
tonfgue of a theologian, for his views would not be my views; and,
so far from considering a day of darkness looming, I can foreshadow
none but the fairest prospects, and that these men whom you have
named, instead of darkening the light, are lighting the darkness—
leading the way to & reign of brightness out of the world of super-
stition and error. All these have been at their labours for years;
the peculiar germ for their thoughts was born in the past, and does
not beleng to the present, The inactivity, the improbability, and
the mummery of the religion of the land, has brought this class
into being ; creating doubters; men begin to reason upon their
doubts, and when reason and established religion meet there must
be war. They have laboured and are labouring to awaken error,
to disarm superstition, and to put down priestly arbitrary power.
You say, sir, that they have succeeded ; if they have not succeeded,
I wish them every success; for every soul gained from priestly
rule is a soul gained to the caunse of reasonable truth; but their
labours, when finished, are but at the very commencement of God's
approval of them, They are preparing the world for an era of
change ; I would call them God’s first elected pioneers, and they
have committed the fault of stopping when the battle is not nearly
finished. You scientists are not trying to prepare your hearts for
new knowledge ; you are not stepping beyond these labours one bit.
Their labours being aceording to the mission with which they have
been entrusted, those labours being to undermine the power of the
church, which has built up a system of false idolatrous and fanatical
bigotry. The weapons they have used being extolling matter at
the expense of mind, hence the rush of recruits to the infidel
bands ; but ask even either of those persons whose names you have
mentioned, ask them earnestly, Do you believe that man is a dual
being, compounded of soul and body ? Do you think that they would
use the words that you have used ? that such is but the theory of
the ignorant and vicious, and that all systems that deal with or
attempt to explain things metaphysical ars tgnes fatui. You will
excuse me referring to your own words in your own words, but they
were impressed npon me ; meaning that, although I did not under-
stand the meaning when I heard them, I understand them now.
Oh, believe me, sir, that the highest of the scientists would go with
you thus far and explain.’

“Then this, sir, came from the sensitive's lips: ‘That hammer
upon that stone is inert; impossible to move without force; but
what is force ? what is it composed of ? from what is it manifested ?
a while back, in this interview, you proved the existence of will-
force ; you exerted your will for an object; your object transpired,
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can you tell me the extent, then, of that manifestation of force ?
from whence derived? for what purpose obtained ? can you tell me
the limits of its capabilities ? No, you cannot. I will prove to you
that the force of will is an active force ; a power alike over matter,
as well as mind ; let us join our wills and bo of one mind, one
with each other. Now, then, let us wil, that that hammer leave
the stone. What, then, do you not see the hammer has moved and
fullen from the stone, which stands on the board? What, then, does
this prove ? the extent of the power of will-force over mind ?  No,
but it proves that the force exercised and put in motion by the
will of man has power to move material objects. But you are
startled, and we will not pursue this line of argument any further ;
but you may draw many useful inferences from these our experi-
ments together. This is better than any of your scientific lectuves,
for it has proved to you that mind-force has power over mattor,
and if you reason upon this experiment, it will lead you to the dual
nature of mau. Itis the intervention, evidently, of the Almighty
God I believe in that you should know Ilim also, and learn that
a knowledge of Giod can he obtained otherwise than by a blind, un-
yielding faith, for I know it.’

¢ The sensitive then said, ‘T must ask you not tostay any longer;
not that I wish to be inhospitable to you; but T am fatigued with
talking, and would not have the little worl I have to do delayed.
You can come again and again; for I have not the power of denying
you, nor the wish to do so.’

% And so the sensitive told you, dear P., that it was a silent
meeting ; although, on the contrary, it was just the other way;
although beyond the actual knowledge of the sensitive. He had
a faint dawning that he had better make no comment.

“T allowed his hands, or rather his right hand, whilst sitting at
the machine, to be controlled by another spirit, when he commenced
talking ; and,when theother spirit commenced writing, T commenced
speaking, and, by the abbreviated shorthand notes of the visitor,
due notice was taken of this strange action; I gave him the paper
which was written upon, and after he glanced at the first few pages
his hand trembled visibly, for he had noticed the time of the com-
mencement of the answer, which was the exact instant of the com-
mencement of the writing, not only proving the dual nature of mind
and body, but proving dual minds in the same body. The spirit
that controlled the hand of the sensitive, was one that was un-
fortunately wrecked, and perished by exposure to the weather,
whilst clinging to the wreek. The name of the vessel was the
Deutschland. 1t recorded the terrible experience he there suffered,
recorded the agonies of the women and the children on board of
her, and the courageousness of the stewardesses in trying to allay
their fears, and keeping them from despair. It described also the
suicides that took place in these awful passing hours—one passenger
hanging himself from the saloon beams, whilst another lay welter-
ing in his blood by a self-inflicted wound on his wrists, others
flinging themselves into the avgry waves. According to his
description, four Sisters of Mercy added to the general consternation
by their terribly cowardly fears. The nearly universal cry on
board being ¢ Oh God, make Thy will known quickly.” He showed
this paper to the sensitive, ‘I copied it,’ said the sensitive, ‘because
it is an incident that was graven on my memory. It must have
been done to prove the independent power of mind over body.’
He did not like to admit that he had been under control.

“One ar another of your surroundings, dear sir, have their duties
delegated to them of attending every interview between this visitor
and the sensitive. May God in heaven bless you, and keep you,
and spare you. May your life he a blessing to others as well
afgi yourself. TEdmund Spenser, the poet, bids you good-night.”

nis.

Every seance I get becomes more and more wonderful. Control
after control brings some new phase of manifestation; to me it is
quite clear that sooner or later, by such means as those last de-
scribed ones, the minds of men will be made to realise their inde-
pendence of soul and body, and to learn that, even whilst living,
the soul can be detached from its body and another soul made to
take its place, and that the soul, when through its bodily decay or
destruction can no longer retain its abiding place, that it exists
in space, earrying with it the individuality it formed whilst in the
body, and retaining that individuality until, purged by expiation
and cleansed from earth and all earthly, it joins those bands of
bright and happy spirits that are ever working God’s behests in
teaching and raising spirits from the earth; raising them from
error and bringing them up to their own bright states.

As far as I can see and judge, from the various controls I have
had, the obstruction to spiritual knowledge i:not so much from
the materialist, whose reason has led him to reject what blind
faith would enforce without allowing reason to haye its play, as
from those who have put reason to rest and accepted the blasphe-
mous doctrines of man-made creeds and religions. God bas given
to man his reason, not to let it lie by the wall, but to use it, to be
up and doing, to be active not passive; and, as far as I can see the
fallow of the materialist is far better ground for spiritual truths
than the field of the religionist whose mind is full of idle and
worthless ideas of his Creator. I should not be at all astonished
if this visitor became a great leader in this Spiritual Movement,
L. has told me he can foel his power wheneyer he sits with him.

During these Controls I am almost as much a machine as the
medium. I almost mechanically record what he says, scarcely
knowing what I am writing. I should at the close of the sitting
have liked to have asked a foew questions, only I was imperfectly
acquainted with what passed. The only incident that I did refer
1o was the hammer. 1 eaid to the medium, “Did o hammer fall

whilst you were sitting ?” Tle said, “ Not that I am aware of, I
saw the visitor pick up a hammer from o.ﬁ the floor that is gene-
rally on the stone on the table, and he said something about *fine
wire.!” T expect I shall soon get this cleared up. I will try first
and get the writing concerning the wreck of the Deutschland,

UAPTAIN KINDLY’'S SPIRIT-BAND.
By tig Winp-Awakg DREAMER,

Spiritualism had become a great public question throughout the
country, and minds of every class were occupied with the discussion
of its principles. It was near Christmas time, and, improbable
though it might seem, this same Spiritualism formed part of the
attractions of the season. Many meetings were held, addressed by
well-known leaders of the Movement, the most prominent party
of advocates or teachers heing Uaptain Kindly and hig Spirit Band.
Ah! here is a large and well-known hall, and the Captain and his
comrades are holding forth this very evening. ILet us enter and
participate in the proceedings.

Around the sides and back of the ample platform, in a double
row, is seated a homogeneous party of highly respectable people,
many of them women, All ranks are ropresented, some of gentle
blood and elegant manners being conspicuous. The Captain in the
midst, and his Band sitting on each side of him, wearing a neat
and significant decoration, occupy the front of the stage, The body
of the hallis crowded with a respectable and attentive audience,
come evidently for the purpose of gaining knowledge.

The double rows on the platform rise and sing, with extraordi-
nary effect a melody, both the words and musical composition of
which are novel, yet the effect on the inner mind is pleasantly
familiar. Before it is finished most of the audience have joined in
as it were intuitively ; all seemed of one mind, and in harmony
of spirit.

Then Captain Kindly, a tall, commanding gentleman of some
sixty years of age, rose to his feet, and advancing to a table on
which choice flowers were arranged, thus addressed the meet-
ng :(—

My dear countrymen: as you are all aware, I have spent the best
part of my life in the service of my country, either in leading her
forces on to combat or in repelling the enemy from the oecupancy
of provinces recently acquired by our armies.  In all that I have
done, I have acted conscientiously and with energy, and no doubt
under the circumstances, and my then state of mind, I did my duty
as I knew best. For some time I have retired on an ample peusion,
derived from the labours and ingenuity of you, my fellow-country-
men, But the study of Spiritualism aroused my attention to the
false position which I have in the past occupied, and since I
became the humble instrument of spirit-influence, I have been led,
instead of conquering foreign peoples, to learn to subdue myself
and devote myself to the real welfare of my people, instead of
flattering their vanity at the expense of their means, which, in
other words, is their liberty. Yes, ladies and gentlemen, every
farthing that now accrues to me on account of my military seryice, [
expend on the welfare of my country. As a Spiritualist and a gen-
tleman, I declare that it is impossible for me to subsist upon the
price of blood, I see enemies far more dingerovs to my country’s
welfare than the thonsands of men of other latitudes that I haye
helped to consign to a violent death, and all the expiation I can
male during my brief stay on this planet, is to use eyery means at
my command to oyercome and drive out completely the real
enemies of dear old IBngland—ignorance, grossness, and selfishness,
which have hitherto, in the national policy both at home and
abroad, found too ample expression. These are the foes that grind
us in slavery, and, aided by the Lord of Iosts, it is the duty of
the true soldier to overcome them, Comrades, ars you ready for the
contest ?

In response, an animating and warlike ditty was sung, which
stirred the audience up to a fine pitch of enthusiasm. The speakers
were strangely influenced. They rose and spoke, one after the
other, as they seemed to be impressed. We can only give a hrief
notice of their remarks.

John Smith said: I first heard of Spiritualism during the debate
between Mr. Bradlaugh and Mr. Burns, at the I Tall of Science. I
thought as a freethinker, I had a right to look into this matter for
myself, and I can tell you hundreds of secularists followed in the
same path. My wife never would give in to my infidel notions,
and she was afraid that this Spiritualism was another form of
the same thing. She soon found out her mistake. Bless you,
boys! I never loved anybody ox anything but myself till T became
a Spiritualist, Of course I was honest, because of its being the
“hest policy,” but outside of that I regarded all—wife, world, and
my own body as playthings, to take us much fun and amusement
out of as possible. I soon became ashamed of the social views of
the Secularist, renounced the domestic practices recommended by
their leaders, and became aware of the glorious fact that my wife
is a woman, and ought to be treated as such, and my word for it,
our home is now the abode of love and mutual respect. Why,
Spiritualism, I say it—and I am ready to maintain it before the
world, or both worlds, aye if there were a million of them—that
Spiritualism is as much superior to Secularism as the highest typs
of manhood is to the lowest. There, that's what I haye got to
say.

Bangor Jones said : T was brought upin a Christian family; but
the dogmas of the catechism and of the Church never eould coms
home to me. Though I had no particular religion, yet I never was
what may be called irreligious. I felt asif I waited for something
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to turn up, and what was that but Dr, Dur,}a‘ eloguent lectures on
“Bleetrical Paychology.” Here, to me, was a revelalion, The
study of this work was fullowed by works on Spiritualism, and at
once I said to mysell: This is what I have been expecting, In
Spiritualism T see an explanation of all that pertains to the im-
mortal nature of man, 1In this statement I do not allude to the
physical phenomena merely, It is necessary to begin with these,
and, after having become acquainted with the various forms of
mediumshipand how spirits operate, then the inner philosophy may
be studied with advantage. Every family should have a spirit-
cirele, as & knowledge of this subject should form part of the prac-
tical education of every human being, No one can teach you to
any great extent; you must tip«l out for yomrselves, Form cireles
at home, and when you ave in a position to prafit by instruction,
gome of our band of vis'gtors will give you a look in some evening
and see how you are going on.  Our Captain has proyided for you
a little tract, which take home and read, and it will tell you where
you can obtain further information. [We re-produce the tract
alluded to.]

RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE 8PIRIT-CIRCLE.

. AN~

AryospaERIe Coxprrions.—The phenomena cannot be successfully clicited
In very warm, sultry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and
magnetie disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very moist, or when thera
s much vain, or storms of wind, A warm, dry atmosphere is best, as it presents
the mean between all extremes, and agrees with the harmonious state of man's
organism which is proper for the manifestation of spiritual phenomena, A
lmned light or darkness inoreases the power and facilitates control.

Locan CoxprirronNs.—The room in which a circle is held for development or
Inyestigation should be set apart for that purpose. It should be comfortably
warmed and ventilated, but draughts or curvents of air should be avoided. Those
persons composing the cirele should meet in the room about an hour before the
pxperiments commence ; the same sitters should attend each time, and ocenpy the
rme places. This maintains the peculinr magnetic conditions necessary to the
production of the phenomena, A developing cirale exhausts power, or uses it up.

P ystoLoarodn. CoNprrions.—The phenomena are produced by a vital force
emanating from the sitters, which the spirits use as a connecting link between
therselves and objects. Certain temperaments give off this power; others emit
an opposite influence. If the circle is composed of persons with suitable tempera-
ments, manifestations will take place rendll)ly; if the contrary be the case, much
perseverance will be necessary to produce results, If both kinds of temperament
are present, they require to be arranged so ag to produce harmony in the psychical
atmosphere evolved from them. The physical manifestations especially depend
u;lxm temperament. If a circle does not succeed, changes should be made in the
sitters till the proper conditions are supplied.

MexTtan CoNDITIONS.—All forms of mental excitement are detrimental to
success. Those with strong and opposite opinions should nov sit together:
opinionated, dogmatic, and positive people are better out of the cirele and room,
Parties between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or other
inharmonious sentiment should not sit at the same circle. The vicious and cruds
shonld be excluded from all such experiments. The minds of the sitters should
be in a passive rather than an active state, possessed by the love of truth and of
mankind, One harmonious and fully-developed individual is invaluable in the
formation of & circle.

Tre Circrr should consist of from three to ten persons of both sexes, and
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table. Cane-bottomed chairs or those with
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs. Medinms and sensatives should
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or sofas used by other persons, as the
influences which accumulate in the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly.
The active and quiet, the fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and femals,
should be acau& alternately. If there is a medium present, he or she should
secupy the end of the table with the back to the north. A mellow mediumistic
person should be placed on each side of the medinm, and those most positive
should beat the opposite corners. No person shounld be placed behind the
medium, A circle may represent a horseshoe magnet, with the medium placed
bétween the poles, >

CoxpUCT AT THE CIRCTE.—The sitters should place their hands on the table,
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agrecabie con-
versation, singing, reading, or invocation may be engaged in—anything that will
tend to barmonise the minds of those present, and unite them in one purpose, is
in order. By engaging in such exercises the circle may be made very profitable
apart from the manifestations, Sitters should not desire anything in partienlar,
but tinite in being pleased to receive that which is best for all, The director of
the circle should sit opposite the medium, and put all questions to the spirit, and
keep order. A recorder should take notes OF the conditions and proceedings.
Munifostations may take place in a few minutes, or the circle may sit many tinies

ore any result ocours. Under these ciroumstances it is well to change the
positions of the sitters, or introduce new elements, till success is achieved. When
the table begins to tilt, or when raps oceur, do not be too impationt to get answers
to questions. When the table can answer Tleetlons by giving three tips or raps
fog “Yes," and one for ** No,” it may assist in placing the sitters properly. The
spirits or intelligences which produce the phenomena should be treated with the
same courtesy and consideration as yon would desire for yourselves if' you were
Introduced into the company of strangers for their personal benefit, At the same
time, the aitters should not on any account allow their judgment to be warped or
thelr good sense imposed upon by spirits, whatever their professions may be.
Reason with them kindly, firmly, and considerately.

INTERCOURSE WITH SPIRITS is carrled on by varions means. The simplest is
three tips of the table or raps for *“ Yes,” and one for “No.” By this means the
spirits can answer in the affirmative or negative, By calling over the alphabet

10 spirits will rap at the proper letters to constitute 8 message. Bometimes the
hand of a sitter is shaken, then a pencil should be placed in the hand, when the
spirits may write by it automatically, Other sitters may become entranced, and
the spirits use the vocal organs of such mediums to speak. The spirits
sometimed impress medinms, while others ave olairvoyant, and see tho spirits,
and messages from them written in luminous letters in the atmosphere. Somes
times the table and other objects are lifted, moved from place to plice, and even
through closed doors. Patiently and kindly seck for tests of identity from loved
ones in the spivit-world, and exercise caution respecting spirits who make extrava-
gant pretensions of any kind. "3

Berore proceeding with their ln\'estlFuuonu inquirers into Spiritualism
should corréspond with Mr. Burng, Proprietor of the 8piritual Institution, 15,
Bouthampton Row, London, W.0., who will gladly forward a packet of publica-
tions and useful information gratis, Btamps should in all cases bo enclosed for
return postage. Deputations of mediums or lecturers may be arranged for to
wisit any locality where public meetings or seances can be instituted.

Solon Wiseman, a retived city jmerchant, said it was a great
mistake to suppose that the Bible was opposed to Spiritunlism, In
truth the Bible could not be understood without a practical
acquaintance with the methods of spiritual manifestation. This
view the speaker sustained by many illustrations.

Rev, Philemon Jude gave it as his opinion, as a theological
student, that the dogmas of all religious systems and their rites and
ceremonies were merely symbols, and were not to he believed in
literally, Spiritualism was really the demonstration of theological
science, and showed what thess changes in the spiritual nature
of man meant, which are symbolised in the terms salvation,
redemption, atonement, punishment, &e., &c., used by the churches,

When priesteraft declined and Spiritualism became understood and
taught, sectarianism on the one hand, and unbelief on the other,
would be equally impossible, This speaker went into many par-
ticulars, manifesting great erudition on hia part.

Several others spoke, whena man rather marred by life’s excegses,
and gomewhat poorly clad, vose in the body of the hall, and said he
desired permission to say a few words, though he had not, as yet,
suflicient solf-reliance to desire a position in the ranks with
Captain Kindly, His life had been a wasted one, and yet to do
vvi\ had not heen his desive. There was something that seemed to
impel him into courses that only plunged him into moral ruin
and physical sullering.  Recently he had heen led, ag it were, info
o family of Spivitualists, who lknew nothing of his career,
But the wife, a clairvoyant medium, read all his past life
like & book, and, by her deseription, showed him that she was
better acquainted with him than he was himself, Ile became
convineed that her theory was correet, that he was a medium
without knowing it, and had, in addition to his own foolish and
evil acts, been the victim of spirits of a low class. In the circle he
had been influenced by the spirit of his mother, who passed away
when he was a child.  Truly he might say he had become a child
once more, and was receiving that loving attection from a mother,
though in spirit-life, to which, in the past, he had been a stranger,
Ha now spent his spare coins in promoting moral ends, and found
his new occupations for more agreeable than the habits of his past
life. To him he could truly say, that Spiritualism had been a
power unto salvation,

Sir Charles Cheerful, Bart., then rose and said that he had come
up to town to give his experience of Spiritualism down in the
shires. TFor many years he had studied this subject in private, but
Iatterly he had put it to the test, and tried to live according to its
teachings. There is, said Sir Charles, no safety for the Spiritualist
who plays with the matter of spirit-intercourse, and reduces it to
a mere intellectual theory. It is a living truth, or it is a delusion,
It is the voice of the Eternal God speaking His will in every fibre
of our being, and informing us of the path we must follow in all
the relitions of life. 'We have adopted its divine suggestions
largely down in our shire. I am free with my land, acd the
people are equally free with their labour, and as a result we
know nothing of bad times. T have expended my rents these
five years in an experimental school of agriculture and horti-
culture. Besides these branches, we have workshops of ail
kinds. We have more work, more produce,and more of everything,
except hardship and grumbling. Talk about farms to let and
emigration ! why we could occupy the land on both sides if we
could only set it up on end, and get at the under surface of it; and
the other word must be spelt :mmigration, for instead of people
leaving the district they come flocking to it from every direction.
My land increases in value every year, and my people, who live on
it, correspondingly increase in wealth and comfort. Dut I would
scorn to set a commercial value on that with which, as a gentle-
man, [ am entrusted for the good of the people. Cheerful Hall is
becoming quite an important local centre, and.the influence of
Lady Cheerful and myself is infinitely increased, and we are far
happier. Indeed, I make bold to say, that, under the old system,
wo suffered more than the labouring classes. We were seldom
well, and did not know what ailed us, we bad to travel abroad
part of the year ““seeking health,” killing time, robbing our own
country and fattening the foreigner. We have found out, like
hundreds around us, that there is “ no place like home,” and aided
by such men as our gallant captain, I shall strive my utmost to
put that song, with a new accompaniment, into every Euglishman’s
mouth. We have a local Spirit Band, of which I have the honour
to be eaptain, and Lady Cheerful directs the corps of visitors, and
when any of you have occasion to pass down our way we will make
you heartily welcome at Cheerful Hall,

With gpeeches and song the night sped on, and a thrilling mani-
festation of the power of the immortals, which appeared over the
platform to everyone present, and struck home the truth to every
heart, closed the proceedings with a heavenly benediction. It was
some time before we could decide whether we had been in the Land
of Fancies or at home in Merrie England : very much merrier in-
deed it secemed than ever we had seen it before.

No. 1 Cigcrg, 15, Soumnaseroy Row, Loxpos, W.C.—Every Tuesday
eveuing punctually at 8 p.m.  Regular medium, Mr, W. Towns. Other
medinms at times, Healing, test, and trance. The addresses sre almost
imvaviably of a practical and philosophieal kind, dealing with the much-
needed soeial and sanitary re}orma.

Du, Moxck's health is in a very oritical condition. e is spitting up
blood in an alarming manner, and his state of weakness is such that he
is forbidden to write. Many kind friends will, therefore, accept this
announcement as an answer to their correspondence, The testimonial
is being pushed on, and it is imperative that what is done ghould be
effected 1mmediately, as delay during this weather is dangerous. Prince
has promised to contribute, and the friends, who defended Dr,
Monck three years ago, do not desert him now. No person who has
taken the trouble to obserye, for & moment believes that Dr. Monck was
guilty of imposition in the matter for whioh he suffered, snd the
extraordinary manifestations seen through his mediumship—that of
spirit-forms materialising from his side in a good light, since his
liberation—prove that he was much more of & medium than he pro-
fessed to be. For an account of these manifestations, see “ The Latest
Phases of Materialisation.” By Rev. Thos. Colley, now oan of Natal,
Published by J, Burns, 15, Southampton Row, Price 4d, :
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L till 6 pom,, at other hours by appointment. Address—1, Altbert
Torrace, Barnsbury Road, Islington.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS,

What think you, non-gpiritualistic reader, of our Christmas
Number ? 1t is the faghion for Christmas publications to be well
spiced with ghost stories and allusions to spiritual manifestation
and magnetic influence, the writers all the time labouring to
impress their readers that they do not at all believe in the appear-
ance of spirits to men still in the flesh, Not to speak too harshly,
this is what may be called fooling the reader, an impertinence
which no publisher should inflict on his patrons. On the othor
hand, we know that all we say of spirit-manifestation is strictly
true, and instead of making the intelligent reader’s flesh ereep with
weal-minded, superstitious dread, it has the effect of opening the
mind up to the beauties of existence, and creating within, the
most genuine gratitude to God for spiritual blessings which are
now being added to all the conveniencies which scientific discovery
has conferred upon us. Reader, send to the Spiritual Institution,
15, Southampton Row, for a Packet of information, supplied gratis,
and commenco the investigation of Spiritualism,

W direct the reader’s attention to the article entitled

“ Historical Controls,” that strangers to our columns may botter

understand the nature of the communication, These articles have
been continued in the Mepiust for two years, and many of the
mogt notable personages of history have communicated. The sub-
Jjeet of this present one is in continuation of that of last week. L,
the medium or sensitive, goes to the chambers of A, T. T. P, the
recorder, passes into the trance or under control. In that state he
is unconscious ; but through his organism ¢ Iidmund Spenser,” the
poet, addresses the recorder, giving an accountofa conversation which
the medium had with a “visitor,” who is a materialist, But while L,
the medium, who is a mechanie, was holding that conversation with
the materialist, he was bending over his machine, and though, un-
conscious of it, he was all the time under control—entranced with
his eyes open, so that the visitor thought he was speaking and
answering him in the normal state. The whole argnment is repro-
duced by the Control to the recorder at his chambers, and it is
also stated that while the medium, L., was conversing with his
materinlistic visitor, his hand was, at the same time, writing the
narrative of a spirit which passed from the bedy at the wreck of
the Deutschland, thus showing that two spirits were communicat-
ing through the medium at the same time: one orally, and the
other by writing. By will-power it appears thut a hammor was
made to fall down, heing a manifestation alter the manner of the
power used by Madame Blavatsky, whose work is described in an
article by Mys. Hollis-Billing. The most mysterious part of the
matter is that this materialigtic visitor is a stranger who has not

et been identified, though these communications haye referred to
Zim in several recent numbers of the Murpiusm. The notes taken
down from the lips of the entranced medium have not been
amended in any way, so that there ig a slight irregularity in the
uge of the first and third person in several instances.

Nexr werk we will give Mr, Oxley’s article on the nature and
origin of the Bible and other gacred hooks, Our first number for
1880 will contain the succeoding chapter of “The Philosophy of
Spirit,” illustrated by an engraving of the likeness of Busiris the
Ancient,” A, T.T. P.)s chief Control, who it is said wrote the
Mahabarata in India thousands of years ago. The engraving is
from a drawing done through the hands of L., A, T. T. Ps

medium,

On the wrapper of this number is repeated ongravings of spirit-
finces, which wero given a fow woeks ago, but the edition was soon
sold out, The descriptive article may now bo had in a separate
form, price 2d. Tho medium through whom these manifestations

woro obtained is atill in London, Letters desiving sittings may be
addregsed—My. A. Yurman, 15, Southampton Row, W.C,

W regroet that we have been unable to insert the usual notices
this week.

Anorren edition of the Christmas Number will o resdy on
Monday., Orders should be sent immediately.

Introbuctions to Mre. Billing may be obtained at 15, South-
ampton Row, W.C,

MADAMIS 1, P. BLAVATSKY,
By Mnrs, Many J. Honvis-Biniaxa,

The Modern Movement, in favour of a new and more extended
knowledge of Spiritual and Oceult Science, has raised up an order
of thinkers and workera of extraordinary interest, of whose modes
of thought and powera of performance the awakened intellect ia at
all times desirous of hecoming more fully acquainted. OF these,
n unigue specimen presents iteell in the person of Madame
Blavatsky, ocenpying as she does o foremost place in the depart-
ment, of Worle as well as that of Thought, And so many inquiries
haye come to me respecting her, from widely different sources, that
I feel T cannot better answer these questions than by writing a
briel account of her visit of two weeks, at my kouse in Norwood,
near London, in January last.

As a companion and friend, T found her to be most genial,
gleaaant, and reliable, and as a linguist, pianist, and writer, I belieye

er to be the most extraordinary woman of the age. In saying
this, I think T have not in the least exaggerated her powers. To
give an instance : I heard her converse with great rapidity in five
different languages, and the persons with whom she conversed eaid
she spoke the languages perfectly.

She is a person of massive build and expressive features, more of
the masculine than feminine type, capable of gigantic tasks but
oblivious of mere trifles; amused at those slight annoyances which
would irritate little minds; strong in lher likes and dislikes, and,
as a consequence, infallible in her intuitive grasp of human
character and capability.

Respecting the wonderful things, for the production of which
she ig famous, I will give the testimony of my own eyes as to the
phenomena which were witnessed in my house while she was my
guest. I will, in the first place, endeavour to give an imperfect
description of what took place one afternoon. As a gentleman and
myself were sitting, talking to Madame, we noticed her face and
hair growing dark in hue, until her hair was changed from its
natural (light) colour to almost black, and her face at the same
time became as dark as that of any Fast Indian I eyer saw. While
these appearances were being manifested she seemed to be engaged
in deep thought. I addressed her, and said: “Madame, are you
aware of the change that has taken place in your complexion and
hair 7 Her reply was “Yes,” but she offered no explanation.
In a fow minutes she went out into the hall, where she remained
about five minutes, and then returned. Her hair and face were of
their natural colour when she re-entered our presence; all of
which seemed very remarkable to the gentleman and to myself.

When she first came to me at Norwood she was evidently in
great haste to proceed on her journey to India. and expressed her
determination to remain with me only a fow days. Many of her
friends woro not a little disappointed at this short visit, and were
clamorous to obtain a further opportunity of enjoying her society.
Madame, however, insisted that unless she received orders from
her friends in India to prolong her stay, it would be imwpossible for
her to do go. On the Sunday after her arrival she went into her
bed-room and thero received a message, written on a handkerchief,
in which she was granted liberty to stay some days longer with us,
"This, it must be confessed, was a very curious incident, but to the
geceptical mind there was wanted some proof that ths inscription
was not placed by Madame on the handkerchief by some process
known to herself.” So I thought over the matter and came to the
conclusion that if she really possessed the power that I had heard
of her using, and which she claimed to have, there could be no
better time for mo to see some incontrovertible evidence of it.
Accordingly, one evening at the dinner table I asked Col, Olcott to
give me the handkerchief on which the message, purporting to
come from India, had been written, IHis answer was: “1 never
give anything of this kind away.” I then turned to Madame
Blavatsky and asked her if she would fayour me with one of those
written messages. She replied I am tired of bringing these
handkerchiefs.” She then requested Col. Oleott to nsk me what [
wanted her to do. I looked over the table to seo what 1 could ask
for that would be most diflicult to bring. I soon made up my mind,
and requested that a teapof, a cruet-stand, or a teacup and saucer
might he brought to me. No sooner had I spoken the words than a
curious teapot, which I have now in my possession, was placod on the
table. Madame only put her hand underthe tablefor it; whereit came
from I am unable to explain. Of ono thing I am certain, that I had no
such article about thoe xhoum, nor till that moment was it proposed
that I should ask for such a thing to be produced in that manner.

Mr, 0. €. Massey, who was standing just behind Madame, said,
“Oh, am I to be slighted ; will you not give me something ?" She
answered, “ What do you want ?” e said in reply, “A card-case,
or a tobaceo-pouch—something I' can wear about with me.” She
at onco replied, “ Cto into the hall, and you will find something in
your coat pocket.” Mr. Massoy had come in after wo had sat down

to dinner, and Madame B, had not left the table, On going into
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the hall Mr. Massey found in his pocket a card-cass containing the
signature of a friend. To me this was a remarkable test—one that
I venture to say places the power of Madame B. beyond doubt.
She does not claim that she is aided in these works by spirits or
anything outside her own will. Of course I cannot vouch for the
correctness of this theory; I only give the facts as I witnessed
them. What I saw during the two weeks she spent with me was
unliks anything I had ever experienced ; and my knowledge of the
henomena of modern mediumship is not by any means of a limited
escription.

Madame Blavatsky is doin% a great and good work in India. She
is a leading contributor to Zhe Theosophuist, a monthly magazine
published in Bombay, and the organ of the Theosophical Society,
of which Col. Olcott is president. By Theosophy the members of
the Society seek to explain man’s inner nature, its relations to the
outer universe, and how such miracles as I have just described can
be accomplished. The goodwill, kindness, and respectful attention
with which she has everywhere been received in the East by all
classes, has been somewhat marred by the action of the Govern-
ment, which, influenced by erroneous information, suspected her as
a Russian spy. Madame B, like the Society just named, takes no

t in politics, nor does she and her co-workers notice creedal dif-
?e‘:ences. The whole ambition and highest desire of these studious
minds is to enlighten Man on the most momentous questions thet
can engage his attention, and by making each mind acquainted
with its highest and immortal interests, thereby elevating it above
those sectic differences and unfraternal antagonisms which prevent
peace and goodwill from being universal among mankind.

MAY GOD PITY THEM—THE POOR.

As one ev'ning, cold and weary,
I recrossed the river dreary,
By the rails I saw a woman, looking wretcbed and forlorn ;
Drawing nigh I heard her weeping
Bitterly and low repeating,
“ Q! Eternal One in Heaven, would I never had been born.”

Then, as if in tribulation,
She looked up for consolation,
But the only answer to her prayers seemed howling wind and snow ;
Then she downward cast her glances
At the river's dark advances,
And its waves they seemed to bellow, “ Just a leap and end your woe.”

* Sister, pray what is the meaning
Of this misery and weeping ?
Ob! why doubt the care of Heav'n?” I asked; “ Why scek a wat'ry
shroud ?
Tell me, weak and lonely hearted,
Hast thou from thy loved ones parted ?”
And before she ventured to reply she wept—she wept aloud :

* In a house, obscure and empty,
Garnished once with love and plenty,

Lies my only child, my darling boy, half famished on his bed :
Not a spark to warm his fingers—
To dispel the cold which lingers

In a chamber ringing with the cry—* Dear mamms, give me bread.
** Mighty God! oh, hear my pleading !
Angel hosts, by interceding,

Oh avert, avert the doom before! forgive the course that’s run ;
Save my darling from starvation,
Save myself from degradation.

Oh'! if merey is still exercised, O God ! protect my son.”

Then o'ercome with deep emotion,
And like one in rapt devotion,
Oaq her bended knees she fell, and fixed her gaze into the sky;
Aud like April sunshive gleaming
Through the gloom and joys revealing
O’er her features broke o paaceful smile, and soft she said, “I die!”

“Yes, I feel that I am dying:
Spirit-forms are multiplying,
And I hear my motber saying—* Welcome to a home of joy !’
God be praised for this glad mesting—
For the angel’s kindly greeting,
Fare thee well! Farewell kind stranger! save and bless my orphsn boy.”

Reader, 'ere perhaps to-morrow
Fate maylaunch a shaft of sorrow

That will penetrate your bosom and destroy your happiness ;
So remember— Oh ! remember,
In this bitter, bleak December,

Those who starve and faint around you—pining—dying in distress.
Let us, heart and hand uniting,
To our Cause all souls inviting,

Stretch a flaming girdle 'round the world of harmony and love !
And our gratitude upwelling, >
Like & glorious anthem swelling,

Shall roll onward—blessing as it rolls—to Him who reigns above.

. E,

Maxcuester.—A tea-meeting and concert will take place on Christmag
Day, at 83, Chapel Street, Salford,

Mz, Frercuer desires us to announce, that by general desire the Stein-
way Hall Lectures will begin at 7 o’clock, instead of at 6, as at present.

Newcasrre-ox-Tyye.—Rev.W. Stoddart will lecture on Sunday evening
on “ The Ghost of the Past,” und on Monday evening on ** The New
Era.”

Goswerr Haur, 290, Goswell R>ad.—Oa Sunday evening Mies
Keeves gave a most eloquent trancs-oration, and an addrees by AL T.P.
exeited much interest. On Sunday next Mr, E. W. Wallis will give an
inspirational oration at 7 o'clock.

-~
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THE LIGHT IN THE CLOUDS.
Br CAROLINE CORNER.
Author of “’I'wixt Will and Fate,” ** The Slinkensmirk Family," &o. &e.

“ For there is nothing covered that shall not bs revealed : neither hid
that shall not be known,”—Luke xii., 2.

“ And now, men, see not the bright light which is in the clouds.”—
Job xxxvii., 21.

It was a typical November day, raw-cold and foggy. Littla wonder
that the city merchants and brokers jostled one another in their eager
endeavours to reach the divers conveyances which wers to convey them
to their surburban homes. Men, middle-aged, old, and young, pushed
their way, regardless of interruptions. and invulnerable to the plaintive
voice of the youngest and less experienced of the flower-girls, who,
with sunken cheek and hollow eye, implored each passer-by to purchsse
one of her tiny bouquets. Maybe their hearts were chilled by the in-

| clemency of the weather, or that their thoughts and inclinations were

far removed from their present uncongenisl surroundings; at any rate
few purchasers seemingly were forthcoming that evening.

Six o'clock had struck. In the office of Messrs. Buflin Bros. and
Shrimp, the clerks were engaged in clearing away and arranging for the
morrow, when

« Ting, {ing,” resounded the hand-bell of senior partner No. 2. N.B.—
The firm was comprised of three: Thomas Buffin, or Bufin senior, 8s
he was more generally known, was accustomed to summon one of the
staff of employés with a single reverberation of the bell, whilst his junior,
Jawes Shrimp, was expected to request attendance by a treble repeti-
tion, thus, ** ting, ¢ing, ting.”

In answer, away ran a bullet-headed youth, fresh from the country,
who had been deriving infinite amusement from drawing amateorish
caricatures on the blotting paper, and carving his initials on every avail-
able place with a very inelegant sort of pocket-knife.

“Yes, sir; I am here, sir.” With a face as red sz a tomato, and pull
ing at a lock of rebellious hair that would not keep in its plsee, not-
witbstanding frequent and lavish applications of a specially prepared,
bome-made pomade, which bad been thoughtfully pscked, along with
a diversity of luxuries. by his fond materral parent. prior to his start-
ing for the great metropolis.

* Well, Lumpkin, my lad, T am glad to see your beaming physiog-
nomy.” (Lumpkin wondered what in the world that might be
standing open-mouthed, made no comment thereon.)

“To be sure it's not one of the cleanest, though, Never mind, my
boy; all in good time; we'll make a man of you, Lumpkin,” sasserted
Josish Buffin, a gleam of the comic glistening in his clear blue eye.
Then assuming a more grave aspect he continued—

“ And now to business, Lumpkin. Business first, play aiterwards, it
should be. You see your master is not always right—far from it
Listen to me, lad. Take care to follow in the footsteps of the best
example; net up to your conscience; remember ‘honesty is the best
policy,” and now, tell Mr. Snaflles I want him.”

With 2 muttered acquiescence the youth awkwardly sidled out of the
office, and delivered the message to Mr, Snaflles, the confidential clerk
to the firm.

“Ab, Mr. Snaffles,” quoth Mr. Josish, when the former made his
appearance, * How fares the world with you ?”

# Complacently, sir, complacently,” was the suave response, the
speaker meanwhile pursuing his old habit of chafing eitber hand.

« And yourself, sir, and Mr. Buffin, I trust—"

“ My brother’s health continues bad—very bad. I am afraid he will
have to remain for the winter in the south of France.”

“ Dear, dear,” Snaflles purred, and appeared much concerned.

¢ Has that affair of Bentinck and Hodge's been rectified ? the accounts
made to tally ?”

*“ Yes, sir; it was owing to carelessness—sheer carelessness on their
part—as ususl. I went myself and discovered the error to their entire
satisfaction ; they wished me to convey their apologies—"

“Very good ; mistakes may easily be made,” put in the good-natured
Josiah Buffin,

“ Not so easily rectified, sie.”

“You are right, Soaflles. And now, is there anything else before we
leave to-night 2"

“There's Munroe—"

“ Ab, attend to that yourself. We have every confidence in you.
You can best explain and settle matters in that quarter. Has the
brougham come? It's late to-night.”

“ I will make inquiries, and you shall be informed in one minute—
in one minute, sir.” Xxit Mr. Snaflles on tip-toes, closing the door
noiselessly behind bim. At the expiration of the aforesaid interval an
announcement was made to the effect that the carriage was in attend-
ance; and Mr. Josiab, with a genial * good night” to those of h's
employés who yet remained, forthwith prepared to take his departure,

“Hurr-rh! what a night for anybody to be about!” mentally ejacu-
lated Buflin, jun,, whilo poking about with his gold-beaded stick to
secure the right way in the dingy light.

“Egad! what's that?"” he exclaimed, aloud this time, as a feeble cry
iesued from a corner still darker than the rest.

‘“Some poor stray kitten, Ill lay a wager. Here, Smedley, bring
the lamp this way, I'll send forsome milk; poor beast! it shan't atarve

; but,

-
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if T can help it. TI'll take it home with me: it will amuse our baby,
May ; bless her, how she will crow !”

These thoughts occupied the mind of the kind-hearted, old gentle-
man, when his servant appeared, lamp in hand, and with a eyniecal
smile on bis chiselled features, which had been likened hy one of his
nuxlnerous admirers unto the profile of Marc Antony at the Crystal
Palace.

“There, in the corner, Smedley. Look, it moves! My God! itisa
human being !”

Josiah Buflin grasped the iron rail, when the dazed and wistful gaze
of a pair of large, dark eyes met his own, and the skeleton form of a male
child—a mere infant—was disclosed to view.

% Here, Smedley, summon one of the juniors —quick, man. We must
have this eeen to at once. Brandy—warm milk—anything to keep the
urchin’s body and soul together. Into the office, and tell them BMr.
Josiah ——, Fetch somebody—quick !”

Smedley did as he was bid; if reluctantly, at any rate
When he returned his master was still employed in po
animate form with his stick, but all to no purpose.

“ Wae are too late!—too late!” he repeated, brushing a band ncross
hig eye that had suddenly become more dim, whilst a half sigh forced
itself from his breast. b

“ He aint dead, sir, no more nor you nor me. Ie's n gkilinton ; but
he's a live 'un,  Why, sir, me an’ Jim Ketch, in our street, snw a worse
ror this here’un at a show down our way, all for a copper a-piece ;
an’ Jim's young brudder he was. ' b v

This place of valuable information was furnished by a diminutive,
sickly-looking youth of the gamin order, who seem to be called into
existence spontaneously with any sort of excitement that may be going.

What 4 Jim's young brudder” was or was not is a fact destined to
remain hidden from the world, at least to that portion of it assembled
on the steps leading to the offices of Messrs. Buffin Bros. & Shrimp.
Symptoms of life were again exhibited by the poor little creature; and
Josiah Buffin forthwith dgetermined to put into execution an idea which
had seized upon him with such pertinacity that he was fain to regard it
as a supernatural impression. Accordingly the forlorn and emaciated
infant was enveloped in the warm bear-gkin rug, and deposited upon
the soft cushions of the brougham, much to the disgust of Smedley,
who returned to Highgate with one of his aristocratic features, evincing
a decidedly celestial affinity, which bad not existed when he eet out
that afternoon from the pretty villa residence of his master.

“ Ha-ha-ha! we have got him, Mr. Snaffles—we bave got him! ILet
us onee resign him to the care of the women folks and he'll come round
—right as ninepence. Good night to you—good night.”

And the last seen of Mr. Josiah that evening was a large proportion
of buff-coloured waistcoat, his massive cable chain still shimmering from
the effects of hearty laughter as the carriage rolled away.

II.

Years have passed since the foregoing incident Now everything is
wearing its brightest and most cheering aspect, for Christmas is
epproaching, and even the stolid, matter-of-fact English put forth
sirenuous efforts to drive dull care away at this festive season.

The drawing-room of a certain picturesque villa at the north of London
is one of those rooms that invite persons to enter, and, upon that in-
vitation being accepted, as it invariably is, contrive to make that person
so comfortable, that he, or she, is loath to leave. Some subtle spell is
there; a charm that ’twera vain to strive to resist; magnetically one is
detained ; and yet in nowise contrary to one’s will. It is not the style
and fittings of the apartment, handsome, though in this case they be;
neither is it that opportunites are amply presented to gratify intellectual
tastes. Noj; it is an influence which pervades the whole house; a warm
genial atmosphere, which, to a sensitive organism, is the best possible
index to the mental and moral status of the indwellers.

Holly, laurel, and mistletoe appear in profusion, relieved by many
wax candles, which, together with the glow from the blazing log, impart
a delightful feeling of homeliness and repose. The sole occupants of the
apartment at present are two ladies. =~ The elder, tall, majestic, and
handsome, clad in some kind of soft black material, enlivened by a
solitary damask rose and spray of maiden hair, is gracefully bending over
a piece of wool-work, and only raises her head now and then to stesl a
glance at her companion on the couch. By these earnest and anxious
regards it might well be supposed that the elder lady is wont to exercise
a protecting care over the other. Such indeed is the case. Mrs. Josiah
Luffin, when dying, shortly after the birth of her only child, May, had
expressed a wish that her ever indulgent husbsnd should secure the
services of the orphan daughter of her late governess to be instructress
and companion to their motherless child.

Thus 1t was that Isabel Morton had been installed in the howme of
Josiah Buffin. Thelittle May grew and thrived under such sensible and
sympathetic treatment as she had always received, but her constitution,
inherently weakly, would never be robust. This distressed her father;
he feared that she might be too fragile a flower to bloom 'midst the tem-
pests of life, and by dint of heavy fees he derived avaguesort of consolation
from consulting the most eminent of the medical faculty, As time wore
on, and the early days of childhood were over, another cause for anxiety
developed itself in the mwind of the parent; May became subject to
‘‘delusions,” or, as it was termed, *the victim of delusions.” But why
those “ delusions ” were there, the learned physicians of the day could
not explain. Her mental capacities were as clear and expansive, indeed,
more go than those of the majority of her age; on this point they one
and all agreed. Nevertheless she was whimsical, full of fancies, and, at
times, the “ victim of strange delusions.” A name must be given, con-
scquently, it was pronounced a * case of hysteria.”

“ May, dear, how quiet you are! what are you thinking about? Come,
you are moet uninteresting company. Do you know I have filled in
ulmost half a slipper since you spoke last? Do let us have a chat, and
den’t let your thoughts go a-woolgathering any-more.”

The silence was broken by Isabel Morton, who, having carefully folded
her work and put it away in 8 trim little basket, came and sat upon a
tool at her companion’s feet. :
et Is it really q«? long, Isabel? T had forgotten you were here ; but, tell

me, what is the time ? I suppose they will be here presently. I wonder

if—Frank hap grown.”

}:rouipitately.
ing the in-

The only remarkable feature in May Buffin's fair girlish face was
er eyes. At times there was a far uway llgbt in “them—a Jight
hat seemed to belong to another world—snother life. That light

came info them now, and illumined her whole countenanze with a
spirituelle radiance. ;

 Fiye minutes past seven. Iark : yes, there is the sound of wheels—
they are coming, May.”

" No other inducement was needed for May toarouse herself aud adjust
ber feminine superfluities before the chimney-glass.

Scarcely was this completed, when the door was thrust open and ber
father appeared upon the scane, wearing his full compliment of buff
waigtcoat and n face more cheering than the rising sun. Bebind him
stood o tall, infellectual-looking yotung man, with dark eyes and mous
tache. This latter made a hasty movewment in order to greet his “litile
friend and playmate”; but he stopped short when he beheld that
charming little individunl now metamorphosed into a “ grown-up Joung
lady,”" with n loug dress and hair coiled in a knot at the back.

“ Now, children,” what's come over you? That's no welcome at all,
May. And you, sir—I hope you've not got too learned to notice
old friende. ITa-ba-ha,” and Mr. Josinh rubbed his hands for very

1%

“Come, my boy, do the bonours of King Christmas. I can well
remember the tima when there was no need to Le reminded when a
pretty girl was in the way. That isn't so bad for an old fogey, now,
1s it? Ha-ba; that's the style” Then, nside, in & singularly altered
tone, he said :

“ How has ehe been to-day, Tsabel 7”7

J: Pret,.ty we}l, gir; but, in epite of my endeavours to amuse, she

has persisted in dreaming more than ever to-day. But this is to be
accounted for, I think,” continued Miss Mo ton, by the anticipation of
Frank's return.”
. “Bo it is—so it is. Well, we must make everything as bright and
Joyous as we can for her; and—who knows 7—she may 100 1 grow out of
it. Dr. Palmer entertains great hopes: capital man, Dr. Paliner. And
now that Frank has left college for good, it will be more lively for her.
At the same time I can never thank you sufficiently for your kindness,
dear Miss Morton; but if the blessings of an old wan be of any value,
you have them, my dear, you have them.”

As be turned away, Isabel’s quick perceptions detected something
glistening in the corner of his clear blue eyes. Could it have been a
tear,,wben the next moment his laughter was heard hearty and jolly as
ever.”

Aflter dinner the junior partner, Mr. Shrimp, joined the party in
the drawing-room, and the evening passed pleasantly and all too
quickly away. The timepiece struck twelve. James Shrimp arose with

a start. He was an ardent admirer of the majestic Isabel —ardent, yet
pilent. She was 80 stately and handsome; be was so small and unat-
tractive. But to-night he was feeling desperately brave. Ever since he

had known her he would have gone through fire and water for her

sweet sake, although for his own life he could not have breathed a sug-

gestion of his love for her. He could and did pay other women com-

pliment but his tongue refused in the case of Isabel Morton, who, in

his opinion, was the only one deserving of admiration and esteem.

Now, in the moment of desperation, he gave utterance to more senti-
ments than the sum total of twelve long months. But, unfortunately,
his cheeks flushed red as Mies Morton's damask rose, and he felt more
than usually awkward while endeavouring to appear at ease snd his
best. My, Josiah, kindly soul, took in the situation at once, and came
to hig partner’s relief with an opportune remark which ereated
considerable mirth ; and thereby James Shrimp was enable to retrieve
his self-possession prior to bidding his fair inamorata a last “good-
night.”

gWhen the ladies had retired to rest, and Josiah Buffin and Frank
Sinclaire were alone, the former opened the conversation by observing:

“ Well, my boy, and how do you like the idea of beginning life—1ife in
earnest, now, my good fellow: no droning nor idling, but werk—hard
work. Ay, that's tbe stuff to make the man! What were we sent into the
world for but development? To strengthen morally, physically, intel-
lectually ; to progress, lad—ever striving, ever climbing,—that’s the
style. You like the idea? That's capital. Now, my lad, there's one
thing I'd have you to keep always in mind; its simple, short, and a
favourite maxim of mine. ¢ Honesty is the best policy.” ILet this ba
your motto throughout life, and, egad! you'll never live to see the day
when you'll regret it.”

The answer was given in a calm, firm voice, the tone one of intense
earnestness—

“That shall be my motto and my guide; and, with Gods' help, I will
endeavour to bring no suspicion of disgrace on you and yours. There
is my band upon it, Uncle Josiab, and with it is given a prowise sacred
and eure.” g

“ Bless you, my boy; you are a noble fellow. Yet I would not have
you so serious ; you speak as if—as if I conld doubt you, Frank.

After this silence prevailed for some few minutes. Frank Sinclaire
was the one to interrupt this time,

“ Uncle, there is something that has disturbed me wmuch of late. It
has always been in my mind, but of late it seems to haye taken a deeper
hold, and leaves an impression which I cannot shake off. It is a kind
of vision that arises before me, more often when T am alone; a scene of
gquulor and poverty, succeeded by the glimpse of a balf-starved infant

uveloped in a bundle of rags, and stowed away in some dark corner.
gnvolunmrily I ghiver, and feel chilled, hungered, and faint. Then rest,
oblivion, ereep upon me, and my senses are apparently wrapped i a
deathlike slumber—my spirit struggling to free itself from its letters
of clay. Presently tho sound of voices impedes my would-be errant
soul, snd with a cry—a wail of regret—I, that miserable child, am re-
called to this world of probation. Here my day-dream ends, but to
begin again and again with little or no variation. Tell me, uncle, can it
be some delirium which has clung to me since the days of some infantile
disorder ? Over-study, an excited imagination, weakness of the digestive
organs may azcount for most morbid sffections, but this is different. A

icture—a scene repeated and still repeated without a single omission,
gn_d the most singular {mrl’. of it is that I feel myself closely connected
with that wretched child, and experience the same sensations, the effect
of oruelty and privation, that it must have endured. If this be due to



DECEMBER 19, 1879,

THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK.

799

the ungound condition of the mental faculties, the sooner I have them
soen to the better: if you nre anxious to muke » man of me, uncle,” he
added, in g lighter atrain,

“Ha! Don't give way to sentimentalities ; shake thom off as one
would the effects of n disgreeablo droam. It's all them ologice, and
onomies, and thingammy-ptolemies —nothing more nor loss, Ifeank. You
want rest ; and that reminds me of another favourite msxim of your
uncle Josinh's when ho was a small boy, * All work and no play makes
Jock a dull boy,!  Ta, ha, ha!”

Josinh Buflin laughed, but to n closa obeeryer, such as his companion,
it might have been apparont that this laugh was  trifls forced, and the
fact of his approsching u side-tablo and pouring out a glass of port was
very suggestive of an excuse, for Uncle Josiah was no wine-bibber.

Iowever, the subject was allowed to drop, snd, when next Frank Sin-
claire wag inclined to speak of it, maryellouy changes had been wronght,
Nevertheless that vision continued to haunt him wuntil the mystery of
night had merged into the light of day.

11T,

“Mr, Snaflles is a nico fellow, May, and rather good-looking, don’
you think so? ' asked Frank Sinclaire, his dark and penetrating eyee
fastening themeelves on the countenance of his companion.

# No—that is —yes, I suppose he is; " and May dropped her eyes on
to her breakfast-plate.

“ Well 2" This was as much ns to say ' Proceed,” but the hint was
not taken, so the speaker was himsell' compelled to proceed.

“ Silence means consent. I infer that you do consider him good-
looking. Well. there's no accounting for taste.”

“I never suid 80,” she said, gently.

“But you mean it,” he answered, determinedly. I tell you what,
May, I don't like that fellow. e is insincore, he is mean, he's a sneak,
and—there, T only wish Unele Josiah were rid of the man; his * model
elerk "—pshaw !”  And with this Frank lefc bis seat to pace up and
down the floor at a desperate pace.

“ Frank,” a soft yoice whispered close to his ear; *don’t be angry,
do talk rationally, and now that you have broached the subject, if you'll
come and sit down quietly, I'll tell you a eecret.”

“ All right, T will, I'll try at least. You must think me a brute—a
fool—to go on like this; but I am thinking of your welfare, and I love
you so, Muy.” Again those dark rearching eyes were riveted upon her
own ; this time she turned aside with a nervous little laugh, and the next
moment commenced to disburden ber mind of that which bad for some
months past considerably perplexed and distressed her.

* Ever since that evening, now most of a year ago, when papa brought
Mr., Snaffles hbome with him from the city, to dine with us, and intro-
duced him as his ‘confidential clerk,” I have experienced a peculiar
chill of horror at his epproach, and when he has touched my hand at
times I have almost cried out. A stifling oppression comes over me as
though I had suddenly awakened to find myself in some damp subter-
ranean dungeon; he seems to carry about with him an atmosphere that
overpowers me, and, my vision becoming clearer, that atmosphere ap-
pears to be laden with serpents and other venomous reptiles of hideous
and malignant aspect. This may seem ludicrous, but it is a fact,and I am
gure 1t has been presented to me for some wise purpose. Oh, Frank, you
cannot imagine how I have longed to tell you this my little secret ; you
are the only person who can understand and will listen to my ‘odd
whims and fancies,” as they call them. I could nof confide this to any-
body, not even to Isabel, for ehe would bave sent immediately for the
doctor, who would have insisted upon my swallowing more of his
nauseous physic, and left injunctions for me to be *“ watched.” She shud-
dered as ghe uttered this lust word, and tears came into her Jarge ex-
pressive eyea, Like the rest of his sex, the sight of a woman in tears
was too much for Frank Sinclaire, He drew her gently to bim, and in
a kind, sympathetic tone, succeeded in leading her away from this to a
more agreeable topic. Speedily enough was Mr. Snaflles forgotten, for
their minds were ton all-absorbed in personal and much more interesting
affairs. Neverthelegs the other was merely temporarily in abeyance, and
wag predestined to arise again in more palpable significance than here-
tofore. .,

# #*

* #*

Time rolled on—winter had passed and summer had come—yet feyw
changes had (aken place in the household of Mr. Josiah Bufiin,

Frank Sinclaire had been initiated into mercantile life in the eity of
London, and, naturally of a studious turn of mind, was accustomed to
spend the greater part of his leisure in scientific research, which was far
more according to his taste than the humdrum of commerce. His was
a dispostion that to attempt meant to succeed, for intensity and per-
severanca were the predominaling qualities; failure was a thing alto-
gether foreign to his curriculum.  Instead ol Talleyrand’s famous
maxim : “ Surfout, point de zéle,” to him * Zile, plein de zile,” would
have been more applicable. A faithful friend, be would have made an
implacable foe, for his was one of those natures that must love or hute
with vehemence, and know not the meaning of dolce far niente in their
perpetusl state of activity.

Josiah Buffin was the same as ever—genial, and well-beloved ; and
although the inevitable buff waistcont could not conseienciously testify
to such frequent repetitions of audible hilarity, yet he was as ever
open-hearted snd indulgent to the whole world. A keen observer
might-have remarked some additional wrinkles on his large, square brow,
and a few hard lines about his mouth when in repose. Moreover, his
eyes had acquired a habit of fixedly regarding the countenance of his

adopted son ns though disturbed in mind by some vexed and difficult
problem, while his, Frank's, every movement was remarked with
anxious coNcorn.

May was the first to note this peeuliarity in her father, and, ex-
periencing some kind of instinctive dread, made a confidante of Miss
Morton, who, in order to set her young friend st ease, ** pooh-poohed ”
the idea, and would not be persuaded that anything was troubling Mr.
Josiah. At the same time this communication had made an imprission
on the strong-minded [sabel, and she resolyed to mention the subject to
her ardent admirer, Mr. Shrimp (that gentleman’s courtship being in
the same condition of stagnant adyancement, though more than onco
he had rehearsed in the privaoy of his chamber,—an eloguent offer of
bis hand and beart; but, alas! upon finding himself alone in the com-

e S—

both eloquence and ease had vanished,

ny of hi eatic lady-love, i
pany of his majestic lady awkward, ss any other man who is in

and loft him dumb as any mute,
lovob{ ; ;

“ Mr, 8hrimp, I wish to ask your advice on a matter that is causing
us, May aud myself, great anxioty, Shall we go on to the grotto? we
shnll b free from interruption there.”

“ With pleasure,” gulped the modern Romeo, with an unmistakable
glanes of admiration at his beautiful Juliet. **Anything I can do for
you, Miss —Miss Morton : anything in this world that would relieve
you of pain, I would willingly go through fire and water to accomplish,
ne—as I bolieve I have told you before.”

Poor Mr. Shrimp never exceedsd this degree of regard, for at this
junetion his fuce bacame a mateh in colour with his Sollerino Lie, and,
for the next few minutes, he exporienced s sort of semi-suffocation,

“Phanks go much ; you are very kind,” returned Isabel, placing her
band through his wrm, ns & matter of course, for there wag a tacit
understanding between them, though, as yet, no binding word had been
given.

“ Will you sit here, Mr. Shrimp? and T will join you. That's right.
Now, ure you comfortable 7” she asked with true wornan's archness when
they had gained the grotto, and looking up from beneath her browd-
brimmed hat, which, by-the-bye, was exceedingly becoming.

Comfortable! how could he be otherwise? And yet, everything seemed
to whirl distractingly before him, and his tongue cleaved to the roof of
his mouth., He was enduring a species of delicious torturs, snd the
only response Lo was just then able to make was a pitiful look of
adoration that told more, far more than muny an sble speech eould
haye done.

* And now, I'll begin; plesss pay attention for I am in earnest,” and
the half-smile, which had hovered over the handsome countenance of
Isabel Morton, was exchanged for an expression of intense earnestness.

“ And so am I, Miss—DMies Isabel; ean you doubt me?” broke in
Mr. Shrimp, starting to his fect, and gazing st his compnnion as though
about to pounce upon and deyour her,

¢ Really, Mr. Shrimp—dJames—ahem!” (this was the fiest time she
had called him by his Christian name; how sweetly it zounded from her
lips ; anjthing but commonplace!) **I—I never dreamed of doubting
you” (he verily believed he could detect an emphasis on that last pro-
noun!) “If my words would imply aught but what they wers intended
I really am very sorry,” and she looked it, and this very sympathy
softened and sinctified her manifold charms in the eyes of her admirer.

“No; itis I who am a—a—ass,” burst forth the lover, in defiance
of the elementary rules of gramwmar, and waxing uncomfortably warm.

“You must allow a difference of opinion on that score, Mr. Shrimp.
Howeyer, we'll not enter into argument, but, with your permission, I
will at once commence what I have to say.

“Ror some weeks,” pursued Isabel, “ I have remarked a change in
good old Mr. Josiah. Me doea not laugh eo much as formerly, nor
take such an interest in our pleasures and dowmestic affairs. Move than
once I have interrupted him in grayve thought when bis countenance has
been enshrouded in & grey, grim cloud : so unususl for bim, Now, can
you offer any clue to the solution of this? I fancied that business
losses might account for this. Tell me, Mr, Shrimp, has anything
gone wrong in the city?” Sbe leaned forward now, clasping her
hands, and fastening her irresistable, black ayes on ithe pale blue orbs
of her adorer.

“My dear Miss Morton—Tsabel, there is, as you say, at least,” he
hesitated, and, drawiog forth a gilk pocket-handkerchief, wiped his fore-
head, again and ngain, as though to encourage inspiration,

“You said you would ‘go through fire and water’ to relieve me
of pain.”

“ And =0 T would,” he spoke up man(ully,

“'Lhen, why not place confidence in me? Do you not remember those
lines of Tennyson :

“¢Unfaith in aught is want of faith in all ;
Then trust me all in all, or not at all*?

Those are my sentiments. Now, will you tell me ?”

James Shrimp would have been more than man had be proved invul-
nerable. The situation, the state of his emotions, the fascinating grace
of his faiv aamorala, severally would have sulliced to manifest his
buman frailty, but conjointly !

“The—the ouly thing of which I am aware, Mizs Morton, in connce-
tion with business sffairs, and which may tend to engender anxiety is
that owing to some mistake having been made, there has been, and is
still, difficulty in balancing the accounts. Mr. Snaffles is diligently going
through all again, and the fault, I trust, indeed, I baye no doubt, will
soon be restified. Matters of the kind, howeyer trivial, are a source of
worry and annoyance to everybody concerned,

“ But, surely, an error made by a careless book-keeper cannot be the
cause of such an alteration in our estimable friend, Mr. Josiah,” added
Mr. Shrimp, doubtingly ; for at the office the alfair had been reckoned
a mistake and nothing mors by senior partner No. 2.

" Well, it does seem absurdly triyial,” replied Miss Morton ; then
regarding the matter through those far-seeing and practical spectacles of
her's, she continued :

‘ But, supposing all does not come right by-and-bye; that the defal-
cation cannot be accounted for; bow then, M, Shrimp ?”

“Hum ! it would be awkward, very awkward indeed, But, thank goad-
ness, there’s no fear of such u contingeney ; 89 pray do not distress
yourself, Miss Tsabel " (it alwnys deauded an effort to get that name
out, although it wusindelibly mscribed on bis heart).

“ And now let us talk of ourselves—of each other—of both,” he stam-
morcd. You are not ina burry to get nway, ave you?” be went on,
gradually inclining nearer and pearer till bis arm rested on her own.
“You don't want to go back to the house just yet, do you?" While
this was being gnid his hand had traverged her sleeve, and now lay
lightly upon her wrist, ‘I think it—we are yery comfortuble here,
don't you 7?  Now thers was u slight pressure, so slight she was searcely
sure of it, “Aye!” No longer dubious, the pressure had deyeloped
into an unmistakablo squeeze !
“I am yery comfortable, thank you; I hope you are the same.”
“By Jove! Lam, I—I never was so happy in my life. I never
know what happinegs is until now, Isabel,” ; §
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“ Certainly the scenery about here is very pretty; that bit over there
is charming; this grotto is a favourite haunt of mine at this time of
the year. Who would think that we are so near London 2" was the
lady’s reply.

“ Who, indeed?"” echoed James Shrimp: at present he was in

radise,

L But it is not the place ; it is the state,” be endeavoured to explain,
“ Oh, indesd.” Metaphysioal abstractions were not Isabel's forte.
“And the cause—the origin—the fundamental prineiple: that is

yourself, shem.” With this he stopped short to observe the effect;

and, deriving encouragement, he pursued in one uninterrupted strain—

“ Yes, Teabel, you are the cause—the origin—the fundamental prin-
ciple of my happinees. You are my life, my soul, my existeace.
Without you—no ! such were an impossibility and unworthy of con-
siderstion. But witk you, this world would be an elysium; my life
would be the quintessence of bliss, and you should exist and reign in an
atmosphere of adulation. Issbel, I love, I adore you." And now his
srm encircled ber waist ; his lips were closa to her chee.k. ] -

“«Tell me, Isabel,” he whispered, “ tell we my love is not in vain.”
Whatever the answer may bave been, James Shrimp availed bimself of
the opportunity to imprint a long, lingering kiss upon that bloomi
obeek, and the shades of evening bad already subdued the glory of the
summer's day, when it occcurred to the ensmoured couple that it was
time to return to the housa. .

«QOh, Isabel, I sm'so glad. T slways said bow it would ba; and yet
I am awfully surprised and so delighted” exclaimed May impulsively
upon bearing the news. “ And paps,” she went on, “ won't be be glad
'm he hears of it; how I wish he would come bome, so that I m:ght
be the first to tell bim. I wonder if Mr. Shrimp—I shall call him
Jemmy now—I wonder if he bas told Frank ; we left them together in
the library, But, Isabel, you'll be getting married,” she added ruefully,
« and I shall be left—alone.” Those large expressive eyes, which an
instant had been radiantly blue, now changed to a soft and limpid
darkness like those of the gazelle.

“So long as I can be of any use—so long as you want me, May, I will
never desert you. Have I not been like a motker to you, my ehild 7™
and Isabal's frm ing arm was instinctively employed to support
her youthful charge. Isubel Morton's nature was positive; it was ber
disposition to give, not receive ; her mind was clear, steady, and reliable;
her hesrt brim-full of affection of a patronising order, though none the
less tender and sincere; whereas May was decidedly negative—that is,
she was susceptible to outside influences and incined to be swsyed
thereby ; it was inherent in ber to yearn for protection, sympathy, sup-

rt, and incumbent upon her to give in to a superior, or rather more

inant will. It is bard for such ss her to compste in the arens of
life; like sensitive plants, they recoil from contact with the gross and
uncultured, and wither and ofttimes die should the fores of circum-
stances compel them o exist in an atmosphere that is uvcongenial.

Again, they sre seldom appreciated, for they are =o seldom understood,

and are invarisbly permitted to remain on the threshold, whilst others,

less deserving, very probably, enter and are regaled.

Verily, they have their reward,

IV.

Some twelve days bad gone by since the incidents recordad in the last
chapter. Business was going on as usual in the offices of Messrs. Bufin
Broe., and Shrimp. Clerks tall and short, lean and stout, old and young,
were perched on high, uncomfortable-looking stools, seratehing sway as
though life depended upon it; and, in many instanees, life did depend
upon it. As every hive has its drones, =0, of course, drones were to be
found here; these came under the denomination of juniors fresh from
school, who were entertaining ona another scross the desks with facial
impersonations and pantomimic gestures, characteristic of their more
sedate seniors. Numerous were the caricatures drawn of * Hezekiah
Snaffles making love to a pretty young girl,” which feat elicited roars
of suppressed laughter from the whole foree of juniora.

Mr. Josiah has just arrived ; it is later than usual, being close upon
eleven o'clock; and has madea request that he may not be disturbed
uniess something of importance demands his attention. Alone, in his
private office, he proceeds to loosen bis neck-cloth, then, with trembling

, be draws his silk pocket-handkerchief across his brow with a
weary, restless action.

The seems exceptionally confining to him this morning.
He turns towards a smoke-begrimed window, which cpens on to sooty
leads, and, throwing up the sash, thrusts out his head, thirstily inbal-
ing what smsll proportion of fresh, summer air that suryives in so
densely-crowded a neighbourhood.  After this he returns to his seat—
an old-fashioned elbow-chair—and, with both arms planted upon the
desk before him, gives himself up to profound meditation. Some minutes
elapse, and then he speaks in a low. hoarse tone; spparently he is un-
aware of thus giving utterance to his thoughts : —

# And it must end thus! the dream of my old age is shattered in its
very fulfilment! What have I done to dessrveit? Did InotactasI
thought for tbe best—for his welfare? I imagined I was doing my
duty—the du'y of a Christisn—when I rescued him, an infant, from
destitution and vice; and I have been the means of leading bim into
ion—temptation such as he bas not been strong enough to resist.
fancied I was implanting the good seed in his young miad when
I besought bim to keep that msxim for his own throughout life, ‘Honesty
is the best policy.’ Honesty? Can there be such a thing in this world ?
God! I begin to doubt, to doubt at three-score years and ten; now

wy race is almost run! No, po, it must not be; I will not doubt,
doubting pot, I must believe. Ob, Frank, my boy, my boy:!” and
e old man's voice breaks into hard, irrepressible sobs, each sdding its
= tion to his sged and sorrow-stricken countenance. ;

light illumines his tear-dimmed eye, and be raises bis
d 1 his thoughts continue fo materislise themselves into words.
will not believe it. Frank, my hoy, something tells

; some unssen presence is here, I feel it, and it

gy ush ! what does it say?

-‘Qb-én'unb—imo;ent-inuoeenc ! Dark clouds may gsther;
long ; see'st not the bright light in the clouds?

'# And now it has gove ; that etill small voice is bushed ; so sweet, 80

tem

I
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soothing, it was as an angel's voice; and I muet —1 will believe, £
soul has heard and felt.” e e 3

A calm quiescence came over him, r, Jos remembered »
more mmil be was disturbed by a repetition of loud knocks ¢ ltz
O ib, Lompkin, my lad, is it you?” he ssid, suddenly awk
“Ab, Lu n, my Iad, is it you 8 : ¥ awakj
his tmoe-l!ix;‘e’ slumbers, < o ey

“Yes, sir, if you please. Telegram, sir, just come.” answered 13,
lymphatic Lumpkin, now considerably sdvanced on the high.road o,
maturity, and improved accordingly, sinee our first iniroduetion,

“Ah! From Hezekish Snsflles,

* Taken suddenly ill lust night—shall not get upto town. No alary,
—will write furtber particulars iz a day or two.”

Josiah Buffia read in a low voice; then aloud—

“ So, poor Mr. Suafiles is ill. Dear, dear, I am very sorry for hip,
Moreover, it's most unfortunate—most unfortunate, just now, $o, =
be gsxrsued. relapsing into bis old habit of clothing his thoughts 1y
words.

** Apy answer, did you say, sir?”

This reealled bim from a perplexing labyrinth of speculations, .
Joeiah looked up, and replied :

“No; no answer. We must wait, Lumpkin; there's nothing for iz
but to wait, and hope and trust” he added, in s fervent undertons
Tha clerk witbdrew : Josiak Buffin was laft slone, i

Presently the grim, devouring spirit of doubt
Stealthily it advances, like some rank weed snapping the germs of
cboice exotics—thosz highest efforts of the human mind—anqg en-
gendering nought but chaos where simplicity snd bharmony onee bad
reigned. Steslthily, yet surely, until au atmosphere. thick and in.
penetrable, is gathered "twixt the poor old man and the zu:rdian",_.f
bis happiness and welfare. 5

“Strange ! everthing turns azsinst me,” he wails forth in bis distress
* Has my good genius entirely deserted me? deserted me naw Wwhen I
bave attained wy allotted number of years, three score snd ten? 0
God! it does seem hard that a lifetime's trouble should come upon ma
now! Wby am I deserted at this, my eleventh bour? Heaven hare
mercy on s miserable old man !” i

His bald head is laid low on his breast, and scalding tears rain down
bis furrowed cheeks. Tbree score yesrs and ten; and yet, in the hour
of trouble he is but a child—san infant. If we did but search mors
deeply should we not perceive that thess very trisls, which, in oar biing
ignorance we deem so fruitless—unjust. are the most blessed offerin
that a merciful Providence can secord ?

agamin Cmps in,

“ Tears and smiles aliks are sent
To give the soul it nourishment.”

Ay, and to remind us of our weakness, our dependernee, our humen
fallitility !

The first passionate outbreak of grief subsided, the clouds move on,
the light once more appears. Josiah Baffin is arranging his neckeloth
at the glass; he is resolved upon going bome: uselessia it to remain in
that office nursing his sgonising fears.

He starts at his own reflection; so altered, be scarcely recognises
bimself. Simultaneously a sound as of musie thrills bis ear. He
listens; he is absorbed, sithough the sir, the chant, is an unfamiliar
one. And yet the refrain is sweet—sweet and enfrancing. It runs
thus ' —

% Reap, reap, reap, 5 =
The fruit of the ssed that is sown.

e

When Josiah Bufin reached home that sfternoon ke went direct to
his study, with the request that Miss Morton should be informed ths:
ber presence was urgently desired.

He bad not been seated many minutes when Isabel sppeared, looking
bandsome and queen-like as ever. But ber happy expression vanished
immediately, and was replaced by one of grave solicitude when she
spoke.

" Mr, Josish, I am afraid you sre not well. What is the matter ? has
snything ocourred to trouble you?”

* Yes, Isabel, my dear, something bas oscurred. I am in unuiters™ie
grief, snd have sent for you. You are s good woman, sensible and true,
and will keep my seeret, I know: only forgive me. I must have your
word, your promise first, Say, Isabel, that which I sm about to conide
to you shall pever be divulged to mortal ears. Ah! you eannot sanction
this; and why? Have you not implicit confidence in me? bave I not
always proved your friend 2" ] 4

Isabel’s countenance had betrayed her most inward frelings: she was
gorry, distressed, and yet she was determined to adbere to ths ‘wi.:e of
duty, hard though it be at times, It required an effort, but she
managed it. .

“Thst you have always been to me, sir, and more; nevertheles
I cannot maske aoy such promise; it would neither De just nor right.”

“Ah! it is Shrimp whom you are thioking of ! Good girl, forgive
me; I had forgotten, Of course he is pot included under the ban.
Now will you give me your word and attention, Issbel?

I will, with pleasure, Mr. Josiab."”

He commenced—

“ For some time it has been a struggle to appear the Josiah Buffia of
former days. I have had s worm-gnawing, gnawiog here at my breas?,
Isabel, and I beliere you were able to detect it.  The storm which
threatened has broken at last, and in its fury has crushed an old man's
heart.

“ Things have gone wrong in tha City; cheques have been presented
and cashed to the sum of £13500." ‘

“ Fifteen hundred pounds !™ echoed the listener aghast.

“ Ay, my dear, fifteen bundred pounds; not that it would have
mattered materially bad it been twice that amount, could the—the de-
linquent have been another, and not him, my boy —"

“ Frank—do you mean ?" broke in Isabel still more amazed. “Is it
possible that you can suspect him2”

The old mau's chin fell on his breast ; his voice was low and husky

when he replied—
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“Itis, Mr. Snaflles, our confidential clerk, aud the only person who
knows of it beyond ourselves, Isabel—Mr, Suaffles found proof sufficient
in bis (Frank's) own desk. A small bottle of sowe chemical preparation,
to eradicate ink marks, stowed away at the back of a drawer.” His
breath eame and wont in gasps as he eaid this, the perspiration mean-
while breaking out in drops upon his brow. .

Tsabel Morton was really alarmed at the appearance of her old sand
valued friend ; how she wished her James were here. At any rate she
must not show trepidation ; now was the time when strength of mind
was most required.

““ And is that the proof, the only proof ? " she inquired ealmly,

“ Ts it not suflicient ? suflicient to conviet and transport —»

“ Rubbish ! it's proof to me of his innocence. Would it be probable
that he, or any other sane person, would so compromise himself by keep-
ing the too's which he bad employed locked up in his own desk 7 This
is too absurd !

“ Is that the bottle ? * Watson, chemist, Rotherhithe: Poison.'” She
read from the label, then continued in a firm, reeolute voice ; * That, of
course, goes for nothing. We must have the whole affair carefully
searched into, for that Frank is not the guilty one I am as positive as
I am of my own existence.” With this she uncorked the bottle and
vigorously inhaled the unwholesome aroma of the contents,

:l‘teru brief silence Josiah Buffin awakened from his reverie, and
said—

“ Ah, Tsabel, my dear, I know you too well.
my aching heart; but no, it cannot be.
grief has gone—gone ina moment. I feel insensible to psin—almost
lifeleas. Isubel, when I am gone, tell him all. That I fancied 1 was
doing my duty, doing all for his good. It was a mistake, and I am to
blame, Yet, ask his forgiveness; it was my ignorance. I should not
have put temptation in the lad's way; he was young and—never mind
—never mind, now. You, my dear, and Brother Thomas, and Mr,
Shrimp, and Snaffle, and myself; these alone must know. Not May,
poor cbild. Promise me this, Isabel, and that May shall be cared for
and looked after by you as—as now.”

Isabel Morton was gazing fixedly out of the window; abstractedly
gazing through an impenetrable mist. Mechanically she turned, and,
placing a hand lightly upon the old man's shoulder, she answered,

“T give my promise, Mr. Josiah, sacredly and surely.”

 Grod bless you.”

Then there was silence. By-and-bye Josiah Buffin aroused himself
from his attitude of inert dejection, and remarked in a singularly
strained voice:

¢ And Frank ? what must be dome with him, Isabel? I cannot

rmit him to continue living here in close companionship with little

y. I did think; but no, that is over ; he must go away—abroad—
to Australin—anywhere; and with another name forget the past and
its associations. Frank Sinclaire must be no more.”

“Frank Sinclaire must go away—abroad—to Australia—anywhere.
Frank Sinclaire must be no more. Who has spoken those words, and
what can they mean ?”

The door was thrust open, and May, with crimson spot on either
cheek and eyes full of fire and enthusiasm, rushed into the room.

* Father—Isabel, what do I hear? Some false accusation against
Frank? For it ¢s false—a base calumny—a cruel wrong. Believe, oh,
believe what I say; it is true. I have heard all that has been said.
Forgive me; 'twas sgainst my will that I was drawn hither, and forced
to remain ; and yet, I see it now, it was for a beneficient purposze.
Hark! there is singicg; an angel’s chorus, Hush !

“ Reap, reap, req;

“ The fruits of the seed that ts sown.

“Ah! a beautiful light; a “bright light in the clouds”’ It opens.
Look, look. She comes; my good genius, enveloped in heaven’s own
light, She comes, my guardian angel. She smiles upon me, and draws
near, I feel her presence, calm and eoothing; her breath fans my
cheek. She whispers in my ear, ¢ Frank, Frank.” Ah! it is to save him
ehe comes. Yes, dearest spirit, 1 am ready. Oh! sweet, entrancing
gleep. I sce, I see.”

The young girl’s countenance has become glorified with light not of
this earth ; her soul beams forth from its casket of clay ; the flesh is for
the time subjected ; the spirit reigns supreme, Presently this spirizuelle
sereneness is disturbed by a quivering of the lips, while the eyelids
flicker for an instant, are raised, and the balls appear to pass upwards
into the head. Then succeeds a deathly immobility of features; the
fair skin is blanched to an alabaster whiteness. She sighs : a slow, pro-
longed breath. A emile passes over her countenance; her lips again
move, and in a soff, somnambulic voice she epeaks :

“ A little room. It is so foggy, I scarcely can see. Stay! he brings a
candle : yes, it is & man. Oh, such a wretched place! What is he
doing there ? Ah! it is dark again—dark, shadowy, and confused. I
must rest awhile.”

Again her eenses are enthralled in a brief trance : again both lips and
eyelids are affected with nervous twitching ; again a long-drawn breath
prefaces the following remarks : —

“ More distinct now. There is a window high up in the roof ; I can
gee the stars shining—so bright, so beautiful ; they seem to look down
upon him and weep !—why should they weep? Ah! they will not let
me go near him—why ?

*“The candle burns away—if is in a draught—and the stand—a brass
one, is bespattered with grease,

“ The man is enveloped in clouds; his head is a globe of mist; and
everything about him is dark—so dark ; it makes me shudder.

“Now he gets up. How thin! his clothes hang loosely: helooks mieer-
able, and yet—determined. He takes something out of his pocket—
examines it—it is a bottle. He smiles a grim, hideous smile, and walks
with a slow, measured step, I know that walk; it is familiar, and yet.
—If only I could see his face! He keeps his eyes lowered, and only
cautiously steals a glance behind—around—as though fearful lest he
should be observed. Ho is at work now; he touches certain parts of
the thin, crisp papers with the stoppers of the bottle; then proceeds to
fill up the spice—thero are figures, but I cannot read them-—it hurts
my head. Clouds gather betwixt that man and myself : Tcan geo no
more. Lot me sleep: sleep off this pain; to awaken calm and
rofreshed.”

You wish to relieve
Iam beyond that now. My

And now expressions of alarm, distress, horror, pass in suceession over
the :lnirvoyanle‘s face. It is as though antagonistic influences are at
work,

In singular contrast to the former, and more natural, purity of repose,
are the wild contortions of eountenance provoked by malignant forces
resolutely striving for the mastery. The struggle is a flerce one; the
conflict evenly wnintained. The lookers-on tremble st the spectacle
before them ; and well they may! It is a case of human obsession : the
indwelling epirit is dormnnt, whilst others—good and evil—ars de-
termined to enter in. Which shall triumph? The anewer is sll
important, Now that the gsates are opened, these next moments will
decide the future course for weanl or woe, of an incarnated goul !

Meanwhile, the contest rages; the epectators look on with bated breath.
The powers of darkness and light are waging a war against right and
wrong: the contention is terrible: what shall the issue be?

* * ® * *

Allis over. Again that sigh, and the festures relax into unrufiled
quicscence, With the graceful langour of trance, the clairroyante rises
from her éprontmte position on the couch, and passing a band lightly
before and across her closed eyes, recommences to speak,

“Such a large ship! and a great many people,” It is the same
curious, far-away voice. She continues ;—

“ Sailors—sailors everywhere, Turks, Chinese, Malays, and Negroes
all are there. Some are busy; others are idling about with their hauds
in their poclcets and smoking. They all appear gay snd good-tempered.
Stay! there is one different frov the reat; that one I must follow. I
do not like him; and yet—I must—I must follow him! He makes his
way towards one of those big ships; itis a steamboat. Hark! I must
not go 60 near ; bie chills me. Does he not see me? e seems to fancy
someone is behind, for be looks around. Ah! be is afraid; I feel it.
But, listen ! be speaks; he asks o question. Oh! I have got it. There
is another man ; this one wears & cap, amber and black. I like that
mean ; he is generous and good-natured. He, sleo, docen’t like the man
with the ginger whiskers, though he doesn’s know why.

“ Wednesday night—eight o'clock, I heard him say. . . . The
sun is setting ; the sky is crimson and gold ; such a glorious summer’s
evening! And now—allis over. I must sleep.”

Gently her head falls back upon the cushion ; a smile hovers over ber
youthful and bappy features, and for the next few seconds the clair-
voyante remains in a deep trance. At the expiration of that time she
awakens, rubs her eyes, sits up, and asks :

“ What has occurred ? has anything been said ?”

VI

The sun was shining brightly next day when Josish Buffin, baving
indulged in a briet’ rest after his journey from London to Liverpool,
ventured forth upon a strange mission.

Turning to the right, then to the left, up one street and down another,
eventually he arrived at his destination—the Docks.

The imposing sight of a emall fleet of veasels lsy before him ; vessels of
yarious sizes, accommodation, classification and tonnage; some with
their cobwebs of rigging, others with their engines and funnels.

It was towards one of the latter that he directed his footsteps. He
paused to make inquiries of a sailor, who was smoking a short “ clay,”
and surveying his sbip with an amount of British pride. The answar
was 80 far satisfactory that it enabled the inquirer to lend an esr to an
oft-repeated *“ yarn,” and thereby while away an idle half hour or so.

“QOapital, capital, my man! and so you hauled her in, safe and
sound—eh ?”

“ Shiver me timbers, we did! and the like was never known afore. Mo
and my mate, we was — "’

“Egad! the very man!” ejaculated Mr. Josiab, fumbling in his
pocket for a loose coin for “Jack.” Without waiting to hear more he,
with a nod to his communicative friend (who received the memento with
a grin and a knowing wink), hurried off in the track of the * ginger-
whiskered ” individual,

“ By George, it is true! it smust be true!” be repeated vehemently to
himself, waxing warmer and warmer each time.

“ By the powers there is the ‘cap’ !—*amber and black '—marvellous,
marvellous!” and in order to satisfy himself that he was not dreaming,
the old man stamped his foot, then pinched bimself.

No! he was wide awake as ever he had been in bis life, Great drops
of perspiration broke out upon his brow. No heed was taken thereof,
for a fixed and engrossing attention was bestowed upon that slight,
eccentric-looking personage with a profusion of hair and stealthy gait,
who constantly turned to ‘*look bebind, around, as though he fears to
find someone there.”

Mr. Josiah took all in at a glance. He perceived in a moment that
each circumstance in detail agreed with that described in vision by his
daughter. With impunity, then, might he echo the exclamation
* marvellous.”

“ Wednesday night ; eight o'clock.” The very words; this was con-
clusive. With a step forward he seized the arm of the *“ginger-
whiskered.” Their eyes met; both were amszed ; the former spoke, his
voice trembling with sgitation—

““ My God, it is Snaflles!”

The game was played out. Hezekiah Snaflles had lost. Tittle use for
him to bear up now; it would only be to kick against the pricks, His
complexion, never very brilliant, now turned to a dull leaden hue. e
gralaped the band of his late employer, and in guttural accents whispered
in his ear—

“T confess. It was I-—7, and not Frank Sinclaire.”

“You-—you !" Mr. Josiah gaeped hoareely, still retaining his hold.
“Villian that you are ! ” he continued, a paroxysm of long pent-up wrong
towards another taking possession of him,

“ Bo marciful, It was for others, not for myself,” pursued the eraven
one. ““You yourself are a father; I ask you, could you eee your child,
the beautiful May —"

“Bilence ! let not her name issue from lips so polluted and vile!
You may go, wretched man, and may the wrath of heaven be not visited
in full justice upon you-—you who have been the means of crushing sn
aged heart, of shortening an old man's days, of bringing his gray hairs
with sorrow to the grave!

“Help! belp! I'am choking!” (Snaffles had seized the opportunity
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and was gone). *‘ Water! water!” With this Josiah Buffin fell a dead
weight to the ground.

It was sunset: a glorious sunzet such as May had described in her
prophetical tranca. “A crowd collected: a doctor was summoned, and
the information spread wide and fast that it was a partial paralysis of
the brain that the old gentlemsn bad been suddenly nuucketfby.

Some dozen or more were ready to fetch a cab, and in due time Mr.
Josiah was conveyed to the nearest hotel, a medical practitioner in
attendance. Upon further examination, it was desmed expedient to
communicate with the gentleman's friends; bis entire constitution was
proved to be in a terribly shattered condition ; the action of the heart
irregular and feeble. ‘

“ What the consequences of the attack may be upon one of his years
I cannot undertake to say ; but it were better to telegraph immediately
to the address on tbis card : * Lawn Villa, Highgate.™

* * it * * * #*

It 50 happened thit Frank Sinclaire had returned lrom executiog a
commission of his “ Uncle Josiah's” some twenty minutes preyvious
to the delivery of this telegram. Without delay of any kind whatever.
and with only a vague explanation of the eause, Lie hastened to eatch
the train from London to Liverpool. Arriving at the Castle Hotel,
early next morning, be was informed by the two doctors, who bad been
oloseted in earnest consultation, that little or no hope of their patiint’s
recovery could now be entertained. A second telegram was dispatehed
without 1oss of time; and by expeditious measures both Isabel Morton
and May contrived to catch the early morning express. In the excess
of grief which had befallen them May was stunned—petrified. Through-
out the journey sbe sat with glazed eyes, staring into nothing, and
eeemingly untonscious of the loss she was about to sustain, A
guperficisl observer might have imagined her devoid of those fine
gensibilities which help to make up the noblest of earth’s born, so
unconcerned did she appear to all around her. But in reality it was
that stupefaction, which is only experienced by the most sensitive and
susceptible organisms, snd ko little understood, so barshly misjudged
by the ordinary and commonplace, A shock has paralysed the nerve-
action ; it only needs a trifle to restore it to its vitalised and niore
natural state, to bring back the wandering soul, as it were, to endure
the cares and trials incidental to its incorporation.

VIIL

All was quiet in the dimly-lighted chamber of the ho'el to which
Josiah Buffin had been conveyed, and from which it was His will that
the fine old man should not go forth until he was carried to his last
resting-place here upon earth. Mr. Josiah was dying—dying; but
would leave a name bebind, and many sweet reminiscences of a kind and
generous heart—impressions that would live for ever in the minds of
young and old; no matter how hardened their niture might become
through contact with the world, there would always remain one soft,
warm spot for the memory of a noble old man, Who does not cherish
eome tender recollection, hallowed and sacred as the years roll on, of a
few words of encouragment; a simple yet kindly offering, it may be, or
an endeavour to aid when in trouble or disgrace, and feel a debt of
inexh:uslible gratitude towards his childhood’s friend long since passed
away ?

Upon a large, old-fashioned, four-post bedstead lay Josiah Buffin,
now calm and free from pain. During the afternoon occasional diffi-
culty in breathing had been perceptible; now that was passed and
stillness akin to that of death had taken its place.

Isabel and May bad arrived early in the evening, and, from all ap-
pearances, not one whit oo soon; the end was fast approaching. A
return to consciousness broke the solemn silence, and drew the ansious
watchers more closely round the bed; each trusting to be recoguised
and to receive some token of regard. Silence again; those short, irre-
gular breaths sound hard and ominious; life is ebbing ; the spirit would
fain be freed.

o Children.” The lips of the dying were seen to move, and, instine-
tively, for the voice was faint and indistinct, they came nearer to catch
what might be said.

“He has forgiven—forgiven the cruel injustice, Isabel, I have told
him all ; he was prepared. Those strange visions of his, which I Jaughed
at, and ecoffiogly termed hsllucinations—ah, I thought to efface tha
past, but He—He willed it otherwise. I see now; it is for the best.
Tzabel, he is still my boy. God bless him!”

The ghastly hue of death was again discovered after the effects of this
effort ; the eyelids closed ; the extremities grew cold; the vital force
was g0 reduced that the heart now seldom beat. Still was it not time
yet ; thé white-robed angel stood aloof.

A emile beams forth—the “bright light in the clouds "—sensibility
returns, and the old man is once more himself.

‘“ May, my darling May, weep not for me.

heavenly home you would rejoice, my child. I have had a dream; in
that dream your mother appeared to me. I could not approach her;
she was so radiantly fair ; but she beckoned me on—on. My spirit grew
light, I felt disencumbered, and able to penetrate the vast unknown. We
journeyed together; she leading, I following. It was as though I was
borne on the wind, and drawn by some subtle magnetic power. Even-
tually she paused ; uplifted the veil, and I beheld, for one moment be-
held, a tithe of those glories which ‘it hath not entered the heart of
man to conceive.’” May, there is a way—a bridge which connects this
world with the next. Some there are who hold a passport to that
bridge. The Great and Wise Father bas entrusted these, His favoured
children, with a special talent. You are one of these ; guard that talent,
develope it for the good of your fellow creature, Hide not your light
under a bushel, neither keep that talent covered up in a napkin. The
world has become hard and materialistic ; darkness, as of night, usurps
the place of faith ; intellect, that of simple trust.

* But a little while and men shall see ‘ the bright light in the clouds.’

“ Remémber theee words ; and pray—let your aspirations be pure and

loﬂ/{. and inspiration will be the answer. ‘Prayer is the voice of the
soul ; it aseends to the throne of the Father, and is there heard as the
cry of hﬂ&lﬂh infancy is heard in the mother’s heart.” Then cease not
g ‘ trust in Him at all times,’ my child ; ‘ pour out your hsart bafore

Could you but see my

»

# And now, farewell; my mission on earth is accomplished. I bave
other work to do. Kiss me, darling! Gool-bye! Good-night!” And
with one long breath, a sigh of relief, ths spirit is releazed ; the good,
the faithful, bas passed on to a higher and brighter spbere.

b d . . . - - -

Two years have gone by, Tt is summer tims sgain—a goft evening
in July: one of thosa listless gloamings when everything seems half
entranced, and no eound is heard save the sweet, low song of the ingects,
which lulls one to rest, and, to the imaginative, may recall dreams of
fairy love, so airy and soothing is the eif-et, i g

The villa at Highgate is wearing its old aspeet again. Thoss eighteen
motths of mourning are over, eo far as conventional custom goes, and
the house and grourds have, this day, put on their brightest adorn.
ments, At present a group assembled on the lawn are expatiating on
the charms of two ladies, both of them brides; and opinions are at
variance as to which should bear the palm, the imperisl and handsome
Mrs, Shrimp or the spiritusliz and fascinating Mrs. Sinclaire,

Meanwhile, one at least of the happy bridegrooms comes in fora
share of the admiralion ; both, for the commendation of the fair sex,

Nature has done much for Frank, but a careful and judicious train-
ing bas done more : Linstruction rait tout, the Freuch poet hasit,
Had Frank Sinclaire’s lot been cast amongst the depraved, great would
haye been the harm aceruing, not to himself alone, for, trivial though
the influence of one mind may appear, it is none the less weightily
freighted for good or ill. Jusiah Buffin had turned the scale in ths
right balance, even so was it ordained ; and Frank Sineclaire, the infant,
who was found ‘twixt life and death on the steps of the offices of Messrs,
Buffin Bros, & Shrimp will live to

** Reap
The fruit of the seed that was sown.”

May .ia looking stronger, and more womanly, nevertheless she retaing
her petite figure and dreamy eyes, The phyticians consider her cass a
complete success, as they no longer hear of those delusions to which
she formerly hed been subject, and which {though this they would
never acknowledge) bad baffled all medicsl ekill. Others who can
understard and appreciate ure permitted to join that barmonious circls
who hold converse with beings of another and a better world ; and the
poor, the afflicted, the conscience-stricken and sorely oppressed, bave
cause, indeed, to bless the ** Medium,” through whom they oftimes derive
rays of hope and encouragement to press on, on to noble ends and sims—
the talent is 20t allowed to rust,

It is now some months since Mr, Shrimp has cast hisz shell. Some
vow be bas grown both in height and circumference since that memor-
able day when he led his beautiful bride from the altar.

Whatever truth there may be in this, his smile hss certainly ex-
panded until its proportions have become so comprehensive as to leave
no room for those blushes that were wont to suffuse his physingnomy
in the presence of a certain demoiselle. In short, he can now stand up
and make a speech of prolonged eloquence ; and what though people do
persist that he rehearses the same to?nis strong-minded help-mate before-
band? Will not envy try to undermine everthing ?

* * * * 3

Thomas Buffin had been obliged to return, with his wife, to the South
of France immediately after the funeral of his brother Josiah. Al-
though his name is still included in that of the firm of Buffin, Shrimp,
and ginclaire, he, Thomas Buffin, has withdrawn all pecuniary interest
in mercantile concerns, and has retired to enjoy his few remaining
years in peace, .

Nothing more was heard of Snaffles, the * confidential clerk ;" doubt-
less he has suffered, or will suffer. for the wrong that he bas done, for
justice compels that each shall *“ REAP THE FRUIT OF THE SEED THAT IS
sown,”

ZANA, THE SLAVE MEDIUM,
By LuceLra.

In a southern country, where the climate is warm and balwy with
the odours of flowers, there lived in a grand mansion in the midst of
vast estates, a lady and gentleman and their son William. The home
of this rich man was filled with a profusion of servants, all of them of
a dark colour. The care of his infant boy was confided to a woman of
very dark brown complexivn, by name Zana. She had been in the
family since her childhood, and had devoted all the energy of a faithful
nature to the service of two generations. Little Willie did not see
much of his proud and elegant mother, The family held great pos-
gessions to which their souls were wedded, and the lady’s delicate health
made her easily reconciled to relinquish the maternal duties to a well-
tried and trusted servant. . t

The good Zana had never known what it was to love till this treasure
of a little fair-skinned boy was confided to her tender care. Oh, how
she loved him ! 8o purely, so disinterestedly ; for be was nothing to her—
the offspring of a master who owned her as a chattel ; and so her love
had no taint of self in it, but in heavenly radiance it shone nlone for the
benefit of her little master.

Willie’s mother pined away. Her beauty faded, her elegant form
shrank to a shadow. She sickened and died. Before she passed away
she called her servant to her bedside, and made her promise to take care
of her little son, snd be a mother to him after she was gone. The
child scarcely missed its mother, but the faithful nurse increased her
attentions to her charge. She could read his very soul, and anticipate
all his little needs and avert annoyances that erowd the path of child-
hood, and mar the beauty of the budding mind, Her charge recipro-
zated this affection, and learned to lean upon her loving attentions and
her wise counsels as essential to his existence.

And what was there in this poor slave to enable her to confer such
advantages upon the boy to whom she gave the sweetest gifts of woman's
heart ? Was she educated ? No. Was she versed in philosopby and
skilled in science? No. Knew she the man-made creeds and doctrines
of theology? No. Though devoid of all that the world eets value
upon, even liberty, yet she was poseessed of a prize that the world
knows not how to appreciate ; and, glorious fact, she was free to uwe it.

She was endowed with the purest love in unstinted measure, the
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J. BURNS,

P RACTICAL PHRENOLOGIST,
15, SouvrranPTON Row, W.C.

*.¥ Mr, Burns's many engagements ronder it neces-
sary that visitors make appointments in advance,

R. BURNS gives his Psycho-

AL Organic Delineations on the following terms:—

For a full Written Delineation—the remarks made
by Mr, Burns being taken down in shorthand, and
written out verdatim, with Chart of the Organs, 31s.

For a Verbal Delineation, and Marked OChart,
10s. 6d.

Verbal Delineation, 5s.

A Bhort Verbal Delineation, for children and those
of limited means, 2s. 6d.

Mr. Burns may be engaged to give Delineations on
his visits to the counury.
T ANTROLOGY.

* Worth its Weight in Gold.”
JVERY adult person livin should E;x)r-
chuse at once *“ YOUR FUTURE FORETOLD.”
a book of 144 pp. cloth, only 2s, dd.
London : J. BUrxs, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.;
£. W. ALLEYN, 11, Ave Maria Lane, Paternoster Row;
or post-free of E. CasaxL, High 8t., Watford, Herts,
Iustruotions to purchasers gratis.

STROLOGY. — PROFESSOR WIL-

SON may be Consulted on the Events of Life, at

103, Caledonian Road, King's Oross. Personal Con-

nitations only. Time of Birth required. Fee, 2s. 6d;
Iustructions given, Attendance from 2 till 8 p.m,

ASTROLOGICAL CHART.—Send One

Stamp and an addressed (square size) envelope
stamped for my Astrological Chart.
Madame SBTOFFER, Dorking.

Miss P, Knight is no longer agent for M.8,

ddress —

mqu anxious about Marriage, Business, or
absent ds, &c. ? Consult S¥BIL, who will resolve
your doubts. Fea 2s. 6d. Nativities, one guinea.—
o4, George Street, St, James Street, Brighton,

STROLOGY.—Gabriel can be consulted

upon any event in life, Questions 5s,, Nativities

las.  Apply by letter only—18, Nottingham Btreet,
High Btreet, Marylebone.

APHAEL'S PROPHETIC MESSEN-
GER Axp EPHEMERIS ror 1880. Containing
Predictions of the Events and the Weather that are
likely to occur during 1880, with a large Hiero-
glyphie.

“* Raphael's " is the oldest and best Astrological
Almanac now published. He foretold the great
floods, the sad culonial calamities, and all the prinei-
pal events of the current year, even to the present
Afghan War ! Buy, read, and judge it for yourself,

Yost-free, 7d. ; with Ephemeris, 13d.

London: J. E. CaTry, 12, Ave Maria Lane, E.C.

MERGURIUS'S
REDICTING ALMANAOCK for 1880.

W ill be Publishied early in November.

In consequence of the remarkable predictions of
the recent hard winter, and the death of the Princess
Alice and the King of ltaly, the large edition printed
in October, 1878, was sold before Xmas; a second
edition was printed in Janvary last, in order to
satisfy the demand for copies from the United States
and all parts of the world. The violent storms of the
year 1879 were faithfully recorded, and there was
scarcely an event of any great importance—either
sickness, death, war, or victory, but what has been
faithfully foretold. TForewarned is to be forearmed.
Thus to Farmers, Bportsmen, Merchants, Photo-
graphers, and Traders, this Almanack is invaluable ;
aund in addition to the purely exceptional contents of
the Almanack, we have everything that can be found
in the most expensive one,—such as a Tide Table for
all parts of the Country, a complete list of Fairs,
Post Office, and all useful information, with complete
and daily records of the Wind and Weather for the
year 1880, Astrological Tables and Charts, with full
directions for casting Nativities, and every informa-
tion useful for Students and Amateurs,

Price 6d., post-free, 7d.
Co-operative Publishing Company, Victoria House,
Catherine Btreet, Strand, W.C.

LD BOOKS on Alchemy, Magie, and

Astrology.— Send a stamp for catalogue snd

prices to Mr; Halse, 40, Addison Road, Keusington,
A lot of Old Paintings also for Sale.

' FUSEDAL E, TaiLor, &e. Speci”

« alities in Scotch and West of England Tweeds.

Trousers, 18s. Buits for special occasions made in

12 hours. Oftice, Seaside, and Tourists’ Buits from

Two Guineas.— 8, Sonthampton Row, London, W.C,,
4 doors from Holborn,

Christmas Appeal to Spiritualists.
HIE COMMITTEE formed to promote a

Testimonial to Dr. Monok, commend his case as
one eminently elaiming your generosity at this time
of the year, when gitts and benevolence are peculiarly
appropriate,

As ono of the pioneers of onv beliefs he has ex-
pended health and all his resources in devotion to the
Cause: for nearly two years he has been cared for by
kind friends, who have thereby carned the lasting
thauks of Spiritualists ; and to enable Dr, Menck to
return to the work still so dear to Lhim it Is necessary
to sustain him for the winter in a warmer climate,
If all unito heavtily there will be no difficulty, and the
Muaster’s benediction will be yours —

“ Tnasmueh as ye did {tto the least of these little
ones ye did it unto Me.”

Sinallest contributions will be equally welcomerd as
those whose larger means enahle them to give more
largely. ‘Ihey should be sent 10 the Hon, Beeretary
of the Committee, whose names were announced in
the Meptunm of Nov. 235, MoreLL THEOBALD,

62, Granville Park, Blackheath,

l_ INTS ON LECTURING, &ec.
By HeNBY PITMAN. 144 pages, price 1s.

This book contains an account of the Origin of
Phonography, showing that it originated in the
study and revision of the Bible. It also coutainsa
History of Shorthand in Ancient Greece and Rome
as well as in Eogland ; with chapters on Shakespeare
and Shorthand, Beporling in the House of Commons,
Universal Language, Orvatory, or the Art ot 8peaking
Well, Elocution, the Art of Breathing, Culture of the
Yoice, Logie, Music, Art of Reasoning, Origin of the
Penny Post and Biography of 8ir Rowland Hill,
Paper and Paper Making, &c.

Dr. Nichols, in the Herald of Health Review, wrote,
‘‘The Chapter on Breathing is a contribution to
Sanitary Science.”

HINTs ON LECIURING has been favourably noticed
by the Press, and the fivst edition has been 'sold in a
fow montbs. The book is full of valuable hints to
readers, speakers, and writers, and is both enter-
taining and instructive.

K. PITMAN, 20, Paternoster Row.
JAMES BURNS, 15, Bouthampton Row,

R. 0. E. WILLIAMS, 6], Lamb's Cor«
Anit Street, W.C. At home dail>” from 12 till §
On Thursday and Baturday evenings from 8 o’cloo
for Reception of ¥riends. Address as above.

RS. OLIVE, 106, Clarendon Road,
Notting Hill, W,, three minutes’ walk from
Notting Hill Station, Public Trunce Seance for Heal-
ing, Mondays, 11 a.m,, free Herling Fridays, 3 p.m,,
and Trance Communications, Wednesdays. 7 p.m,
Admission 2s, 6d. At home for Private Seances every
day from 11 to 5; fee one guines, or by arrangement,
Persons nnknown to Mrs. Olive must have an intro.
dugction from some known Spiritualists.

R, FRANK HERNE, 15, Thornhsm
Grove, Btratford, . Private Seance sattended

Mr. and Mra. Herne receive Spiritualists every
Wednesday, also the first Bunday in each month, at

8 p.m. Traing from Liverpool Btreet. Address as
above.

—r =
MR. J. W. FLETCHER,
22, Gordon Street, Gordon Square, W.C.
At home every day except Bunday,
Sunday Evenings at Steinway Hall,
Lower Beymour Street,
at 7 o'clock.

MR. J. J. MORSE
INsPIRATIONAL TRANCE pruzzn
Elm Tree Terrace, Uttoxeter
Road, Derby.

Agent for all kinds of Spiritual Literature.

RS. WOODFORDE, Developing and
Kaaliuianedmm. Any form of medinmship
develog‘ed. dies and children healed by Mesmer-
ism. Terms according to circumstances. Days and
hours of business—Mondays, Wednesdays, Thurs-
days, and Saturdays, from 1 p.m, to 5 p.m. 90, Great
Russell Btreet, Bloomsbury,%V.C.

Weekly, 1d. ; Monthly, 6d. (Portraits weekly.)
OUSE AND HOME,

A Journal for all classes; discussing all matters
pertaining to the dwelling and to the household.
‘It may be read by everyone, and to advantage.”
—Graphic. ‘' A var.ety ot interesting subjects,”—
Daily Chronicie.
Dr. Benson Baker's papers on ‘‘ How to Feed an
Infant” should be read by every woman in the land,
Of all booksellers and newsagents, Office, 335, Strand,

THE CELEBRATED

“JOHN KING” NUMBER
or
THE MEDIUM.

IN turning over our stock, we have come
across a small parcel of this most popular of any
ducument on 8piritualism which has been printed in
this country. Itcontainsthe portrait of **John King *
as sketehied by an avtist who saw him materialise in
daylight, and the matter of which the number con-
sists is of the greatest interest to investigators, Re-
cent investigators of our Cause who have not seen this
publication would do well to securea copy. Price 1d.,
post free 14d.
Mzorux Office, 15, Bouthampton Row, London, W.C.
HE SPIRITUAL PIONEER, Pus-
LIsHED MONTHLY, price one halfpenny ; 100
copies, 3s.; 50, post-free, s, 10d. ; 12, post-free, 53d.
W. H. LAMBELLE, 63, Manchester Road, Bmdfor&.

1\, ISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist

and Rubber, has REMOVED to 51, George
Street, BEuston Road, where she sees patients by
appointment only, TLadies suffering from weakness,
misplacement, or prolapsus, speedily cured without
medicine. Terms moderate.

EDWIN CLATTON, Stors Hill, Ossett,

begs to notify that he is now open for engage-
ments as a Trance Healing Medium.

"~ DR. NICHOLS’

FOOD OF HEALTH

As
Porridge, Blancmange, Puddings, &c.
ONE MEAL A DAY wiin GIVE HEALTH

) TO THOUSANDS
Who are now suffering from Dyspepsia, Con-
stipation, and their attendant maladies.

8d. per lb. packet.

DR, NICHOLS’ SANITARY SOAP.

PUREST SOAP MADE.
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, &e.

In Paper ﬁ};-a;opei's, 9s. Cloth Boards, 3s.

SEANCE for CLAIRVOYANCE and
TRANCE at Mrs. PRICHARD'S, 10, Devon
shire Btreet, Queen 8quare, W.C., Thursdays at 8 p.m

R. E, W. WALLIS, INSPIRATIONAL

BPEARER. For terms and dates apply—92,
Caroline Street, Nottingham,

ISS M. A. HOUGHTON, Medica-

Clairvoyante and Healing Medium, Examina.
tions at a distance by lock of hair, Paralysis, Sciatical
and Rheumatism, specialities. At home from 12 till
5 p.m. Patients treated at their homes when desired.
—989, Park Street, Grosvenor S8quare, W.

T1SS BARNES, Physical and Tes®
Medium, gives Seances for Materialisation—
Sundays at 6.30, Tuesdays at 8 p.m,; Bpiritualists
ouly, or by introduction. Dark scance, Mondays,
Tnursdays, and Saturdays, at 8 p.m., 2s. Instruction
in Mesmerism and Develcpment —Hackney Spiritual
Evidence Institution, 6, “ield View Terrace, London
Fields, E., near Blanchard Road,
C. R. Wirriaus, Manager.

LAIRVOYANT SITTINGS are given
by * DAISEY's ¥ MEDIUY, by appointment only
Apply at 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C
A gocial Bitting every Friday evening, at 8 o'clock.

HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS

DR. JAMES MACK

Can only be seen by appointwent, Address
all letters 15, Soutbampton Row, London, W.C

N.B.—Magnetised Fabric for the alleviation or cure
of Disease, 5s. per packet, 2s, 6d. renewal,

JOSEPH ASHMAN,

Psychopathic Healer,
14, Sussex Place, Cornwall Gardens, Kenging-

ton, W,
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11 a.m, to 5 p.m,

R. J. HL ALDRIDGE, Magnetic
Healer and Medical Botanist, will send Herbal
remedies to any one suffering from whatever cause,
on receiving P.0 O. for 3s. 6d., payable at Post-office,
Girlington, Bradford, or 45 stamps. A description
of the diseases will be quite unnecessary, as our little
girl, only cleven years of age, has the giftof a natural
seer— she can see and read the interior of the human
frame; distance no object. Address—17, Fairbank
Road, Whetley Lane, Padford, Yorks.

RS. JOSEPH ASHMAN'S EMBRO-
CATION for the oure of Bronchitis, Sore
Throats, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Stiff Joints,
general Debility, &o., &o.—2s, 94, per bottle.
14, Bussex Place, Cornwall Gardens, Kensington, W.

LLIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE,
DESCRIBED BY A SPIRIT, THROUGH A WRITING MEDIUM.

This Volume contains pen and ink Pictures of the Conditions of Life after Physical Dissolution, the perusual of which will
answer hundreds of questions continually cropping up in the mind of the student of Spiritualism,

LONDON : J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, W.C.
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