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“  S K I W A U K I E T H E  INDIAN SPIRIT-GUIDE.
The objects sought in presenting this narrative of facts to the 

reader are various :—First, to show that spiritual phenomena and 
manifestations existed long before the era of Modern Spiritualism, 
thirty years ago. Secondly, that these phenomena and visions of 
the spirit-world or its inhabitants are neither delusions nor tricks, 
but a department of the great system of nature. Thirdly, that the 
ability to see spirits and enable them to manifest is a distinct 
faculty or property of persons of a certain temperament, and that 
it is as natural for such persons 
to be spirit-mediums as it is for 
others with special endowments 
to be inventors, poets, painters, 
orators, musicians, or warriors.
Fourthly, that the gift of me- 
diumship, like other endowments, 
is often hereditary, and, instead' 
of being capricious in its develop 
ment and uncontrolled by law, it 
is most orderly in its manifesta 
tion, and presents the elements of 
a new science; and fifthly, that 
the medium for the manifestation 
of truthful and beneficent spirits 
is invariably a person of excellent 
personal qualities, and not infre 
quently is descended from emi 
nent and illustrious stock. “ Spiri 
tual gifts” are indeed the highest 
endowments of mankind, and 
have been enjoyed by all dis 
tinguished individuals in some 
form or other.

Mb s . Ma r y  J. H o l m s -Bil l ix g  
is the medium through whose in 
strumentality the facts embraced 
in this narrative have been de 
rived. Iler great-grandfather on 
the paternal side was a Yon 
Kearns, of Heidelberg, Germany, 
a branch of one of the most 
illustrious European houses. Her 
ancestors on both sides have been, 
as far as history can show, people 
of independent means, local in 
fluence, and high moral integrity.
The paternal ancestor just named 
emigrated with his family to 
America, and acquired much laud 
in Westmoreland Co., Pennsyl 
vania. Spiritual phenomena appear to have been frequent in the 
family from generation to generation. More than 100 years ago an 
interesting example of physical manifestation and seerskip occurred. 
In the house of a neighbour the cradle in which an infant lay was 
in the habit of rockiug, apparently of its own accord, at 6 o’clock 
every evening. This was a mystery which no one could unravel. 
Our Medium’s grandmother, like others, went to see the wonder, 
and a t  once perceived a hand, which was invisible to all others, ;

moving the cradle, and then there appeared to her the full form of 
the deceased mother of the babe, who was the unseen cause of the 
manifestation. These gifts were inherited by our Medium’s father. 
After the dispersion of the family to estates of their own the 
mother still occupied the old homestead, and her necessities were 
provided for by the sons, who in rotation sent her a sack of flour 
when their crops were ground at the mill. It was brother George's 
turn to supply his mother with the produce of his farm, but the

night before he was to go with 
it our Medium’s father dreamed 
three times that his father came 
to him in the morning, and told 
him that, as George could not go 
with the bag of meal, he (the 
dreamer) would have to go in 
stead. Accordingly he dreamed 
that his horse was saddled, and he 
went, but as he proceeded on 
his way he came to a thicket, 
when a deer sprang out, which 
frightened his horse, and he was 
thrown off, and broke his leg. 
In the morning he thought no 
thing of his dream, hut being 
told by his father that George 
could not take the meal to his 
mother, he started with it him 
self. As he approched a cer 
tain part of the road his dream 
suddenly occurred to him, and no 
sooner had he put himself firmly 
on his guard than a deer did spring 
up from the underwood and 
frightened his horse so, that he 
only saved himself by the most 
determined effort. The bag was 
thrown to the ground, but hap 
pily the rider kept his seat, and 
the only part of his dream which 
remained unfulfilled was that he 
escaped with sound limbs.

On the mother’s side, one branch 
of Mrs. Billing’s ancestors were 
named Neiswanger, and emigra 
ted from Switzerland, her mo 
ther's great grandfather becoming 
possessed of a large track of land 
in Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania. 
One rather painful incident 

which the history of tho family furnishes illustrates forcibly the 
influence of mental impressions on the unborn, and also the high 
state of nervous susceptibility, and consequent organic refinement 
of the family. When the original settler died, there was a child 
yet unborn to him, and the wife deeply grieved at the loss of her 
husband, never could approach the table at meal-times without 
being affected to tears, and her appetite left her almost entirely. 
Strange to say her child, afterwards Jacob Neiswanger, so well
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mown in Lancaster Co., was affected in the same manner, Till 
lie became too much of a man to .lip ashamed of the practice, ho 
could not restrain himself from Idling down under the table at 
every meal, and crying bitterly ; rffid though he lived to bo no old 
man, he shed tears at every meal during his life, tholiph by habit 
ho was enabled to control any exhibition of the fact.

Our Medium’s grandmother, oh the mother's side, was a I,ins- 
woman of her husband, and manifested still another phase of spi 
ritual impressibility. She would say to her husband in the tin til 
ing that a certain neighbour had died during the night, the names 
in all cases being given, a record of upwards of 100 of which, had 
been kept. Not a few of tile families thus referred to lived 
mauv miles away, and no tidings respecting the health of the de 
ceased members had been received. These are only a lew in stances, 
derived from tho experiences of the family, illustrating the peculiar 
spiritual gifts possessed By both side? of tire house. Volumes might 
be tilled with eVcri more extraordinary facts, but space forbids 
further addition.

B o h n  a  M e d iu m .— Like tnnhf 'either children, our Medium, 
when young, was in tile habit of heaving hnd seeing people about 
the house who were riot recogiiised b-Vthe rest of the family. She 
never went into her room alone but she saw several people in it, 
aud iu looking into the mirror several faces would peep over her 
shoulder. What it all meant she could not understand. She re 
ceived no enlightenment on the matter when she appealed to her 
elders. They told her it was “ imagination,” but she recognised 
the same individuals amongst her invisible visitors from year to 
year. Cue of them, a venerable man, with a long, grey beard, she 
sees occasionally even to this day. That he was Dot a creature of 
her morbid fancy, she had on one occasion ample proof. When a 
girl, an opportunity presented ilself for her to go into town on a 
special occasion, at which she was much delighted. The vehicle 
was at the door, but as she eagerly endeavoured to mount it, she 
suddenly drew back. Three times this reluctance occurred, and 
though she was in her own mind anxious to get up, it was with the 
utmost effort that she was at length enabled to mount into her 
seat. It was the face of this old man which appeared to her on 
each occasion, as if to deter her from going. Off they w ent; but 
when near the city the horses ran away, and it was only by a miracle, 
as the saying is, that her life was preserved. It is much to be re 
gretted that the spiritual faculties are not better understood and 
cultivated in tbe young. There are thousands of highly-talented 
mediums, whose bright gifts are lost to themselves and to the world, 
through the superstition and ignorance of this so-called enlightened 
age, which goes on iu its materialistic course, oblivious of the 
grandest attributes of human nature.

This lack of spiritual knowledge must have occurred in the 
experience of every one. When about sixteen years of age, our 
Medium had an instance of it. She was one day reading from a 
book of ghost stories to an aunt, who, notwithstanding being 
a religious woman aud a church member, said suddenly, “ I 
wonder if there be indeed a hereafter, and if we really do 
exist after death ?” The conversation ended in aunt and niece 
making an arrangement that the one who died first should return 
to the other with tidings of the Life Beyond. Two years after 
wards our Medium was married, and during the first year of her 
married life that aunt died at a place nearly 2,000 miles distant. 
Between twelve and one o’clock in the morning our Medium heard 
a rapping in her room, and, looking up, saw the apparition of her 
aunt. She had died quite unexpectedly at that hour, of yellow fever, 
having been only five or six hours unwell, so that notice of the 
fact could not have been transmitted a distance of about 2,000 miles.

M o d e r n  Sp i r i t u a l i s m . It was not till the year 1861, after all 
that has been described above had transpired, that our medium first 
heard of Spiritualism. Three different Spiritualists, with whom she 
became acquainted, told her she was a medium. Though she had 
no faith in the pretensions of mediums, and received the opinion 
pronounced on her, that she would become a public medium, with 
feelings somewhat mingled with contempt, yet she could not resist 
the temptation to investigate the subject. She sat with her mother 
alone, as they were averse to letting anyone know that they were 
interested in Spiritualism. In this strictly private manner they 
developed all the phenomena—rappings, by which messages were 
given, clairvoyance, and writing, the hand being moved by some 
agency to communicate matter quite foreign to the mind of the 
medium. It was not till after five years of investigation that she 
became convinced that spirits occasioned these manifestations. She 
entertained the prevailing idea that they proceeded from the action 
of some undiscovered force in nature.

During these investigations the sitters were rather astonished to 
find that, in passing along any dark passage in the house, they would 
hear whispers, and ultimately, spoken words. By holding a slate 
and small piece of pencil under the table the spirits would write 
messages, amongst other things informing them that_ if they 
thoroughly darkened the room in which they held their circles the 
spirits would be enabled to converse with them in the audible 
voice. The spirit-voice and the direct writing on the slate were 
developed simultaneously. This was the first knowledge they had 
of dark seances.

“ Sk i w a u k i e .” It was at one of these dark sittings in the 
Medium’s family that a spirit first spoke, but in language which 
no one understood. From his peculiar exclamations, sometimes 
very loud and demonstrative, but never violent,_it was perceived 
that he was an Indian. He was persistent in his attendance, and 
having proved himself a true friend and helper in the work, he was 
always welcomed, He gradually picked up the language till he

was able to express himself in English, so as to bo understood. He 
cr.ive his lud’an name, “ Skiwaukie.” which be interpreted as 
meaning “ Strength, Swiftness, and Truth.” lie  had been a Chief 
df the Hatch lie tribe, long since extinct, and his hunting-grounds 
w re iu the Southern states, where Mrs. Billing was brought up, 
and where she then resided. I Jo was seven feet high, ho said, when 
oil earth, lived till lie was 00 years of age, and died 115 years ago. 
l ie  said he had followed the Medium from the time of her birth, 
knowing that he would have to manifest through her, and do a 
work which the present condition of the world requires.

T h e  P o r t r a i t .  During the time he 'has controlled in Mrs, 
Billing’s circle, “ Ski,” as lie is called for. brevity; hhs made many 
warm friends. One of these, Mr. .1. It. Meeker, ah FMnent land; 
scape painter of St. Louis, without Informing the Medium of his 
intention, was impressed to paint “ Ski’s ” portrait. He had ho 
means of seeing the spirit, not being clairvoyant, but lie was so 
impressible that bis mind could be inspired with the id.ea to b'eex 
pressed, and the spirit could influence bis Hand somew|nit evoh to 
produce tho curved lip, indicative of the loss Of teeth which “Ski” 
sustained before he quitted tho earth-form, “ Ski” told his Medium 
that she would li.-tVe to excuse his absence, as he Was having his 
“ likeness taken”; and when the artist presented it, Mrs. Billing, 
though the spirit had not acquainted her with the name of 
the artist, was not surprised at the result. It is a very ex 
cellent picture, considering it was the work of an artist who had 
not given any attention to portraits, and painted it without a model.
“ Ski ” appears in it to wear a red blanket, which colour our 
nhotograph cannot reproduce. The original may be seen in Mrs. 
billing’s rooms.

T h e  P h o t o g r a p h  is remarkably successful, seeing the difficulty 
with which paintings are reproduced, and it does great credit to the 
skill and careful work of the Woodbury' Photo Printing Company,

Tbe face is a remarkable one, and, that it is a true likeness of the 
spirit, all clairvoyants readily testify, as tbe spirit is to be seen at 
every' seance by those who have tbe gift of “ second Bight.” The f
only difference is that be appears to much better advantage than 
in the picture. No human art can imitate the delicacy, colour,and 
brilliant expression of spirit-forms. The face is highly characteristic 
of the name which the spirit assumes; as “ strength ” is shown 
in the jaw, “  swiftness ” in the flexible nose and mobile lips, and 
“  truth ” in the piercing eyes and keen intellect. Those who regard 
such a character as an “ untutored savage,” are vastly mistaken.
He may not have the knowledge of words and phrases, which is 
too often the major portion of modern philosophy, but such men as 
“  Ski ” have a knowledge of t h i n g s —they understand nature, and 
can co-operate with her more secret intentions. Phrenologically, 
the brain reaches well forward over the eyes, the central range of 
organs, culminating at the turban, being particularly full iu develop 
ment. Such a brain and clear temperament can belong to no other 
than an intuitive observer of Nature’s truths. It is this mental 
endowment which gives “ Ski ” his great power in the spirit-circle, 
a power which all the science aud philosophy of earth cannot for 
a moment pretend to grapple with. ,*

“ Sk i ” a s  a  Sp i r i t -W o r k e r .—The experience of hundreds, 
during Mrs. Billing’s previous and present visit to London, would 
supply thousands of facts, all classes of which have come under 
our own observation. Of his ability to transport material objects 
a greac distance we have had repeated examples; let it suffice if 
we quote one thoroughly verified instance, which took place in the 
United States a few years ago.

Mr. William L. Vance, an influential gentleman, of Memphis, 
Tenu., and a friend of his, who occupies an equally prominent posi 
tion in Louisville, Kentucky—but, not having obtained permission 
to use his name, we withhold it—were in the habit of sitting 
frequently in Mrs. Billing’s circles, and by mutual arrangement 
made experiments in testing “  Ski’s ” powers as a bearer of light 
objects to long distances. The crucial case was as follows :—Mr. 
Vance had in his house at Memphis a desk, made for him in Paris, 
which contaiued a secret drawer, of which no one knew the exist- v 
ence but himself. Without communicating the fact to anyone, he 
deposited in that drawer an earring that had belonged to his 
mother and one of his own shirt-studs, wrapped in a piece of paper 
bearing his name and the date of the experiment. He opened the 
drawer twice a day to see if they had been taken away. One morning 
at eleven o’clock he examined it, and found the contents as usual. He 
returned at twelve o’clock, and again looked into the drawer, but ob 
served that the articles were gone. He went immediately to the 
telegraph office, and telegraphed to his friend in Louisville that the 
articles had disappeared from the place in which he had secreted 
them. His friend was standing in the doorway of his bouse, about 
to enter the carriage which was awaiting him, when the telegram 
was handed to him. He drove straight to the residence of^Mre. 
Billing, merely saying that he desired a communication from a I 
spirit-friend. They sat down at the table in the light, and Mrs, 
Billing, putting a slate under tbe table, to receive a written mes- ! 
sage from the gentleman’s mother, as she thought most probable, ' 
received instead this communication from “ Ski”—“ Me got ’em” 
—and the articles were at the same time placed upon the s?ate. All 
this occurred before three o’clock in the afternoon, so that these 
articles were transported a distance of about 700 miles in less than 
four hours. The fastest railway train takes over twenty hours to 
run from Memphis to Louisville, the points, 700 miles apart, between 
which these objects were carried in that incredibly short space of 
time. On hearing the result from his friend, Mr. Vance sent him the 
duplicates, and, to the satisfaction of all parties, it was proved that 
the spirit had indcod performed a task which all will agree i« 
quite beyond the resources of man’s material means.
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to turn up, and what was that but Dr. Dodd’ eloquent lectures on 
“ Electrical Psychology.” Here, to me, was a revelation. The 
study of this work was followed by works on Spiritualism, and at 
once I said to myself: This is what I have been expecting. In 
Spiritualism I see an explanation of all that pertains to the im 
mortal nature of man. In this statement 1 do not allude to the 
physical phenomena merely. It is necessary to begin with these, 
and, after having become acquainted with the various forms of 
mediumshipand how spirits operate, then the inner philosophy may 
be studied with advantage. Every family should have a. spirit- 
circle, as a knowledge of this subject should form part of the prac 
tical education of every human being. No one can teach you to 
any great extent; you must find out for yourselves. Form circles 
at home, and when you are in a position to profit by instruction, 
some of our baud of visitors will give you a look iu some evening 
and see bow you are goiug on. Our Captain has provided for you 
a little tract, which take homo and read, and it will tell you where 
you can obtain further information. [W e ro-produce the tract 
alluded to.]

R U L E S  A N D  C O N D I T I O N S  F O R  T H E  S P I R I T - C I R C L E .
At m o s p h e r ic  Co n d it io n s .—Tho phenomena cannot be successfully elicited 

In verv warm, sultry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and 
magnetic disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very moist, or when there 
is much rain, or storms of wind. A warm, dry atmosphere is best, as it presents 
the mean between all extremes, and agrees with the harmonious slate of man's 
organism which is proper for the manifestation of spiritual phenomena. A 
subdued light or darkness increases the power and facilitates control.

L o c a l  Co n d it io n s .—The room in which a circle is held for development or 
Investigation should be set apart for that purpose. It should be comfortably 
(vanned and ventilated, but draughts or currents of air should bo avoided. Those 
persons composing the circle should meet in the room about an hour before the 
experiments commence; the same sitters should attend each time, and occupy the 
lame places. This maintains the peculiar magnetic conditions necessary to the 
production of the phenomena. A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it up.

F h  rsioLOGicAL Co n d it io n s .—The phenomena are produced by a vital force 
emanating from the sitters, which the spirits use as a connecting link between 
themselves and objects. Certain temperaments give off this power; others emit 
an opposite influence. If the circle is composed of persons with suitable tempera 
ments, manifestations will take place readily; if the contrary be the case, much 
perseverance will be necessary to produce results. If both kinds of temperament 
are present, they require to be arranged so as to produce harmony in the psychical 
atmosphere evolved from them. Tho physical manifestations especially depend 
upon temperament. If a circle does not succeed, changes should be made in tlia 
sitters till the proper conditions are supplied.

M e n t a l  Co n d it io n s .—All forms of mental excitement are detrimental to 
success. Those with strong and opposite opinions should not sit together: 
opinionated, dogmatic, and positive people are better out of the circle and room. 
Parties between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or other 
inharmonious sentiment should not sit at the same circle. The vicious and crude 
should be excluded from all such experiments. The minds of the sitters should 
be in a passive rather than an active state, possessed by the love of truth and of 
mankind. One harmonious and fully-developed individual is invaluable in the 
formation of a circle.

Th e  Cir c l e  should consist of from three to ten persons of both sexes, and 
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table. Cane-bottomed chairs or those with 
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs. Mediums and sensatives should 
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or sofas used by other persons, as the 
influences which accumulate in the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly. 
The active and quiet, the fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and female, 
should be seated alternately. If there is a medium present, he or she should 
fccupy the end of the table with the back to the north. A mellow mediumistic 
person should be placed on each side of the medium, and those most positive 
should be at the opposite corners. Mo person should be placed behind the 
medium. A circle may represent a  horseshoe magnet, with the medium placed 
between the poles. " r.

I Co n d u c t  a t  t h e  Ci r c l e .—The sitters should place their hands on tlie table, 
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agreeable con 
versation, singing, reading, or invocation may be engaged in—anything that will 
tend to harmonise the minds of those present, and nmte them in one purpose, is 
in order. By engaging in such exercises the circle may be made very profitable 
apart from the manifestations. Sitters should not desire anything in particular, 
but unite in being pleased to receive that which is best for all. The director of 
tile circle should sit opposite the medium, and put all questions to the spirit, and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes of the conditions and proceedings. 
Manifestations may take place In a few minutes, or the circle may sit many times 
before any result occurs. Under these ciroumstances it is well to change the 
positions of the sitters, or introduce new elements, till success is achieved. When 
tlie table begins to tilt, or when raps occur, do not be too impatient to get answers 
to questions. When the table can answer questions by giving three tips or raps 
for “ Yes,” and one for “ Mo,” it may assist In placing the sitters properly. The 
spirits or intelligences which produce the phenomena should be treated with the 
same courtesy and consideration as you would desire for yourselves if you were 
introduced into the company of strangers for their personal benefit. At tlie same 
time, the sitters should not on any account allow their judgment to be warped or 
their good sense imposed upon by spirits, whatever their professions may be. 
Reason with them kindly, firmly, and considerately.

I n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  Sp i r i t s  is carried on by various means. The simplest is 
three tips of the table or raps for “ Yes,” and one for “ Mo.” By this means the 
spirits can answer in the affirmative or negative. By calling over the alphabet 
the spirits will rap at the proper letters to constitute a message. Sometimes tlie 
hand of a sitter is shaken, then a pencil should be placed in the hand, when the 
spirits may write by it automatically. Other sitters may become entranced, and 
the spirits use the vocal organs of such mediums to speak. The spirits 
sometimes impress mediums, while others are clairvoyant, and see the spirits, 
and messages from them written in luminous letters in the atmosphere. Some 
times the table and other objects are lifted, moved from place to place, and even 
through closed doors. Patiently and kindly seek for tests of identity from loved 
ones in the spirit-world, and exercise caution respecting spirits who make extrava 
gant pretensions of any kind. •' !

Be f o r e  proceeding with their investigations, inquirers into Spiritualism 
should correspond with Mr. Burns, Proprietor of the Spiritual Institution, 15, 
Southampton Row, London, W.O., who will gladly forward a packet of publica 
tions and useful information gratis. Stamps should in all cases be. enclosed for 
return postage. Deputations of mediums or lecturers may be arranged for to 
visit any locality where public meetings or seances can be instituted.

Solon Wiseman, a retired city [merchant, said it was a great 
mistake to suppose that the Bible was opposed to Spiritualism. In 
truth the Bible could not be understood without a practical 
acquaintance with the methods of spiritual manifestation. This 
view the speaker sustained by many illustrations.

Dev. Philemon Jude gave it as his opinion, as a theological 
student, that the dogmas of all religious systems and their rites and 
ceremonies were merely symbols, and were not to be believed in 
literally. Spiritualism was really the demonstration of theological 
science, and showed what these changes in the spiritual nature 
of man meant, which are symbolised in the terms salvation, 
redemption, atonement, punishment, &c., &c., used by the churches.

When priestcraft declined and Spiritualism became understood and 
taught., sectarianism on tho one hand, and unbelief on the other, 
would bo equally impossible. This speaker went into many par 
ticulars, manifesting great erudition on bis part.

Several otliers spoke, when a man rather marred by life’s excesses, 
and somewhat poorly clad, rose in the body of the ball, and said lie 
desired permission to say a few words, though he bad not, as y e t ,  
sufficient self-reliance to desire a position in the ranks with 
Captain Kindly. 11 im life bad boon a wasted one, and. yet to do 
evil bad not been bis desire. There was something that seemed to 
impel him into courses that only plunged him into moral ruin 
and physical suffering. Decently lie luid been led, ns if were, into 
a family of Spiritualists, who knew nothing of bL career. 
But tho wife, a clairvoyant medium, read all his past life 
like a book, and, by her description, showed him that she was 
better acquainted with him than he was himself. Jfe became 
convinced that her theory was correct, that he was a medium 
without knowing it, and had, in addition to his own foolish and 
evil acts, been the victim of spirits of a low class. In the circle he 
had been influenced by the spirit of bis mother, who passed away 
when lie was a child. Truly he might say lie had become a child 
onco more, and was receiving that loving attention from a mother, 
though iu spirit-life, to which, in the past, he hud been a stranger. 
Ho now spent bis spare coins in promoting moral ends, and found 
his new occupations for more agreeable than the habits of his past 
life. To him he could truly say, that Spiritualism had been a 
power unto salvation.

Sir Charles Cheerful, Bart., then rose and said that he had come 
up to town to give his experience of Spiritualism down in the 
shires. For many years he bad studied this subject in private, but 
latterly lie had put it to the test, and tried to live according to its 
teachings. There is, said Sir Charles, no safety for the Spiritualist 
who plays with the matter of spirit-intercourse, and reduces it to 
a mere intellectual theory. It is a living truth, or it is a delusion. 
It is the voice of the Eternal God speaking Ilis will in ev.-ry fibre 
of our being, and informing us of the path we must follow in all 
the rel itions of life. W e have adopted its divine suggestions 
largely down in our shire. I am free with my land, and the 
people are equally free with their labour, and as a result we 
know nothing of bad times. I  have expended my rents these 
live years in an experimental school of agriculture and horti 
culture. Besides these branches, we have workshops of ail 
kinds. W e have more work, more produce, and m o r e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  
except hardship and grumbling. Talk about farms to let and 
emigration ! why we could occupy the land on both sides if we 
could only set it up on end, and get at the under surface of i t : and 
the other word must be spelt immigration, for instead of people 
leaving the district they come flocking to it from every direction. 
My land increases in value every year, and my people, who live on 
it, correspondingly increase in wealth and comfort. But I would 
scorn to set a commercial value on that with which, as a gentie- 
man, I am entrusted for the good of the people. Cheerful Hall is 
becoming quite an important local centre, and.the influence of 
Lady Cheerful and myself is infinitely increased, and we are far 
happier. Indeed, I  make bold to say, that, under the old system, 
we suffered more than the labouring classes. We were seldom 
well, and did not know what ailed us, we had to travel abroad 
part of the year “  seeking health,” killing time, robbing our own 
country and fattening tlie foreigner. We have found out, like 
hundreds around us, that there is “ no place like home,” and aided 
by such men as our gallant captain, I shall strive my utmost to 
put that song, with a new accompaniment, into every Englishman’s 
mouth. We have a local Spirit Band, of which I  have the honour 
to be captain, and Lady Cheerful directs the corps of visitors, and 
when any of you have occasion to pass down our way we will make 
you heartily welcome at Cheerful Hall.

With speeches and song the night sped on, aud a thrilling mani 
festation of the power of the immortals, which appeared over the 
platform to everyone present, and struck home the truth to every 
heart, closed the proceedings with a heavenly benediction. It was 
some time before we could decide whether we had been in the Land 
of Fancies or at home in Merrie England : very much merrier in 
deed it seemed than ever we had seen it before.

No. 1 Circle, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.—Every Tuesday 
evening punctually at 8 p.m. Regular medium, Mr. W. Towns. Other 
mediums at limes. Healing, test, and trance. The addresses are almost 
invariably of a practical and philosophical kind, dealing with the much- 
needed social and sanitary reforms.

Hit. Moxck’s health is in a very critical condition. He is spitting up 
blood in an alarming manner, and his state of weakness is such that he 
is forbidden to write. Many kind friends will, therefore, accept this 
announcement as an answer to their correspondence. The testimonial 
is being pushed on, and it is imperative that what is done should be 
effected immediately, as delay during this weather is dangerous. Prince
----- has promised to contribute, and the friends, who defended Hr.
Monok three years ago, do not desert him now. No person who has 
taken the trouble to observe, for a moment believes that Hr. Mouekwas 
guilty of imposition in the matter for which he suffered, and the 
extraordinary manifestations seen through bis mediumship—that of 
spirit-forms materialising from bis side in a good light, since his 
liberation—prove that be was much more of a medium than Ije pro 
fessed to be. For an account of these manifestations, see “ The Latest 
Phases of Materialisation.” By Rev. Thos. Colley, now Dean of Natal, 
Published by J. Burns, 15, Southampton Row, Price 4d,
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—
NOTES AND COMMENTS.

What think you, non-spiritualistie reader, of our Christmas 
Number ? It is the fashion for Christmas publications to be well 
spiced with ghost stories and allusions to spiritual manifestation 
and magnetic influence, the writers all the time labouring to 
impress their readers that they do not at all believe in the appear 
ance of spirits to men still in the flesh. Xot to speak too harshly, 
this is what may be called fooling the reader, an impertinence 
which no publisher should inflict on his patrons. On the other 
hand, we know that all we say of spirit-manifestation is strictly 
true, and instead of making the intelligent reader'3 flesh creep with 
weak-minded, superstitious dread, it has the effect of opening the 
mind up to the beauties of existence, and creating within, the 
most genuine gratitude to God for spiritual blessings which are 
now being added to all the conveniencies which scientific discovery 
Las conferred upon us. Reader, send to the Spiritual Institution, 
15, Southampton Row, for a Packet of information, supplied gratis, 
and commence the investigation of Spiritualism.

V> e direct the reader's attention to the article entitled 
“ Historical Controls.''' that strangers to cur columns may better 

understand the nature of the communication. These articles have 
been continued in the Medium for two tears, and manv of the 
most notable personages of history have communicated. The sub 
ject of this present one is in continuation of that of last week. L., 
the medium or sensitive, goes to the chambers of A. T. T. P., the 
recorder, passes into the trance or under control. In that state he 
is unconscious : but through his organism “ Edmund Spenser,” the 
poet, addresses the recorder, giving an account of a conversation which 
the medium had with a ‘’ visitor,” who is a materialist. But while L., 
the medium, who is a mechanic, was holding that conversation with 
the materialist, he was bending over his machine, and though, un 
conscious of it, he was all the time under control—entranced with 
his eyes open, so that the visitor thought he was speaking and 
answering him in the normal state. The whole argument is repro 
duced by the Control to the recorder at his chambers, and it is 
also stated that while the medium, L., was conversing with his 
materialistic visitor, his hand was, at the --.me time, writing the 
narrative of a spirit which passed from the body at the wreck of 
the D e u t s c h la n d ,  thus showing that two spirits were communicat 
ing through the medium at the same time : one orally, and the 
other by writing. By will-power it appears that a hammer was 
made to fall down, being a manifestation after the manner of the 
power used by Madame Biavatsky, whose work is described in an 
article by Mrs. Hollis-Billirig. The most mysterious part of the 
matter is that this materialistic visitor is a straDger who has not 
yet been identified, though these communications have referred to 
him in several recent numbers of the Me d i u m . The notes taken 
down from the lips of the entranced medium have not been 
amended in any way, so that there is a slight irregularity in the 
use of the first and third person in several instances.

N e x t  w e e k  we w ill give Mr. Oxley's article on the nature and 
origin of the Bible and other sacred books. Our first number for 
1880 will contain tbe succeeding chapter of “ The Philosophy of 
.Spirit,” illustrated by an engraving of the likeness of “ Busiris the 
Ancient,” A. T. T. P.'s chief Control, who it is said wrote the 
Mababarata in India thousands of years ago. The engraving is 
from a drawing done through the hands of L., A. T. T. P.’s 
medium.

On  the wrapper of this number is repeated engravings of spirit- 
face!-, which were given a few weeks ago, but the edition was soon 
/old out. Tbe descriptive article may now be had in a separate 
form, price 2d. The medium through whom these manifestations

were obtained is still in London. Letters desiring sittings may be 
addressed—Mr. A. Furman, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

W e  regret that we have been unable to insert the usual notices 
this week.

A n o t h e r  edition of the Christmas Number will lie ready on 
Monday. Orders should be sent immediately.

I n t r o d u c t i o n s  to Mrs. Billing may be obtained at 15, South 
ampton Row, W.C.

MADAME H. P. BLAVA'fSKY.
B y Mr s . Ma r y  J .  H o ll is -B il l in g .

The Modern Movement, in favour of a new and more extended 
knowledge of Spiritual and Occult Science, has raised up an order 
of thinkers and workers of extraordinary interest, of whose modes 
of thought and powers of performance the awakened intellect b at 
all times desirous of becoming more fully acquainted. Of these, 
a unique specimen presents itself in the person of Madame 
Biavatsky, occupying as she does a foremost place in the depart 
ment of W ork as well as that of Thought. And so many inquiries 
have come to me respecting her, from widely different sources, that 
I feel I cannot better answer these questions than by writing a 
brief account of her visit of two weeks, at my house in Norwood, 
near London, in January last.

As a companion and friend, I found her to be most genial, 
pleasant, and reliable, and as a linguist, pianist, and writer, I believe 
her to be the most extraordinary woman of the age. In saying 
this, I think I have not in the least exaggerated her powers. To 
give an instance : I heard her converse with gr-at rapidity in five 
different languages, and the persons with whom she conversed said 
she spoke the languages perfectly.

She is a person of massive build and expressive features, more of 
the masculine than feminine type, capable of gigantic task; but 
oblivious of mere trifles: amused at those slight annoyances which 
would irritate little minds ; strong in her likes and dislikes, and, 
as a consequence, infallible in her intuitive grasp of human 
character and capability.

Respecting the wonderful things, for the production of wmch 
she is famous, I wiil give the testimony of my own eyes as to the 
phenomena which were witnessed in my house while she was my 
guest. I will, in the first place, endeavour to give an imperfect 
description of what took place one afternoon. As a gentleman and 
myself were sitting, talking to Madame, we noticed her face and 
hair growing dark in hue, until her hair was changed from its 
natural flight) colour to almost black, and her face at the same 
time became as dark as that of any East Indian I ever saw. 5 bile 
these appearances were being manifested sbe seemed to be engage" 
in deep thought. I addressed her, and said: "'Madame, are you 
aware of the change that has taken place in your complexion and 
hairr” Her reply was “ Yes,” but she ofi-red no explanation. 
In a few minutes sbe went out into the hall, where she rem ,:n-d 
about live minutes, and then returned. Her hair and face were of 
their natural colour when she re-entered our presence ; t il o: 
which seemed verv remarkable to the gentleman and to mys-r.f.

When she first came to me at Norwood she was evidently in 
great haste to proceed on her journey to India, and expressed her 
determination to remain with me only a few days. Many of tier 
friends were not a little disappointed at this short tbit, and were 
clamorous to obtain a further opportunity of enjoying her society. 
Madame, however, insisted that unless sbe received orders from 
her friends in India to prolong her stay, it would fĉ  impossible :.r 
her to do so. On the Sunday after her arrival she went into her 
bed-room and there received a message, written on a handkerchief, 
in which she was granted liberty to stay some days longer with us. 
This, it must he confessed, was a very curious incident, but to tue 
sceptical mind there was wanted some proof that the inscription 
was not placed by Madame on the handkerchief by some proceSe 
known to herself." So I thought over the matter and came to the 
conclusion that if she really possessed the power that I bad heard 
of her usiDg, and which she claimed to have, there could be no 
better time for me to see some incontrovertible evidence of it. 
Accordingly, one evening at the dinner table I aske u Col. Olcott to 
give me the handkerchief on which the message, purporting to 
come from India, had been written. His answer wr.s: "I n-ver 
give anything of this kind away." I then turned to Madame 
Biavatsky and asked her if she would favour me with one of those 
written messages. She replied “ I am tired of bringing these 
handkerchiefs.” She then requested Col. Olcott to ask me what I 
wanted her to do. I looked over the table to see what I could ask 
for that would be most difficult to bring. I soon made up mv mind, 
and requested that a teapot, a cruet-stand, or a teacup and saucer 
might be brought to me. No sooner had I spoken the words than a 
curious teapot, which I have now in my possession, was placed on the 
table. Madame onlyput her hand underline tablefor it: whereitcame 
from lam unable to explain. Of one thing I am certain, that I ha: no 
such article about the house, nor till that moment was it proposed 
that I should ask for such a thing to be produced in that manner.

Mr. C. C. Massey, who was standing just behind Madame, sail. 
“ Oh, am I to be slighted ; will you not give me Som eth ingr" She 
answered, “ What do you want r” He said in repl v. “ A card-case, 
or a tobacco-pouch—something I can wear at ut with me." S ,e 
at once replied, “ Go into the hall, and you will find fom-tbi: g in 
your coat pocket.” Mr. Massey had come in after we had d wa 

1 to dinner, and Madame B, had not left the table. On gring into
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“ S k i 's  " "Wo r k  i n  E n g l a n d .— Wo cannot serve the present pur 
pose better than introduce here a valuable communication from the 
pen of Mr. A. J. Smart, of Cardiff, a gentleman of unusual experience 
as an observer of spirit phenomena, and whose records of seances 
have taken a foremost place in the literature of the Movement. He 
is recorder of a private circle held at the house of .Air. Lewis, Cardiff, 
and, accompanied by the Medium of that circle, we introduced Air. 
Smart to Airs. Billing’s seances last summer. The conversations 
with spirits “ Ski ’’ and " James Nolan,” which then took place, are 
reported in the M e d i u m  of that time. “ Ski " proposed to manifest 
at the Cardiff circle, and with wlmt result the following communi 
cation show s:—

T h f .  T e s t i m o n y  o p  Ain. A. J. S m a r t ,  C a r d i f f .
The presentation to the readers of the M kdium  o f  a portrait of 

“ Skiwankie” will be a favourable occasion on which to express a few 
ideas which have occurred to me in reference to the particular phase of 
work so successfully carried out by that faithful and indefatigable 
labourer in the Cause he has so much at heart, with no pretension to 
being exhaustive of the subject, but rather as a grateful and well-earned 
tribute, which cannot be more suitably rendered than iu the present 
issue of that journal.

Mv first acquaintance with our mutual friend, except by repute, was 
made during visits to certain of Mrs. Billing’s seances, at which 1 was 
present, by kind invitation, when the extraordinary power which he pos 
sesses of acquiring an unmistakable knowledge of the private concerns 
of the sitters.—whether strangers or not, seemed to make little difference 
_together with his great command of the “ direct voice,” were alike
strikinglv manifested. . „

Entirely without solicitation he promised to visit the circle at Cardiff, 
and help" in the development there of that class of phenomena with 
which he is just now more pirtioularly identified, a promise which he 
has most faithfully performed, and iu a way which proves him to be 
thoroughly master of his task.

The Ane’llow-toned voice, which I recognised immediately at the first 
sitting held after my return to Cardiff, the characteristic affirmative ex 
pression “ Sob !” the speech studded with appellations peculiarly Indian, 
the habit of finding expressive names of his own for people, his execu 
tion of the very same work in the very same style, the thorough manner 
of accomplishing what he undertakes, and his masterly method of 
setting about it, which shows no “ ’prentice hand,” his earnestness, 
friendliness, and sincerity,—all these, combined with frequent references 
to mutual friends meeting in Mrs. Billing's more private circle (where 
also he has spoken of his'visits to us), as perfectly stamp and identify 
the same individuality as anything, short of actual sight, could possibly 
do in the case of any person whom we meet in two different places.

As in London, so’here, he is remarkable for his power of discerning, 
and relating to the astonished inquirer, occurrences which have transpired 
in the life of the latter, in the more or less remote past; for naming 
and correctly describing deceased friends or relatives : for proving him 
self acquainted for the time with matters affecting the sitter, both of a 
private and business character, and other things of a similar kind. I 
have already spoken of the thoroughness with which all this is accom 
plished. There are no “ leading” questions; or, indeed, questions of 
any kind; no beating about the bush, as if to gaiu information. On 
the contrary, he constantly silences those who are prone to be com 
municative upon matters connected with themselves which he has 
brought to their mind, preferring to tell the whole story himself, 
without any hint from them. He takes the initiative himself, and 
goes to the point with startling directness. This, as a matter of course, 
increases the satisfaction of the inquirer immensely.

A striking instance of his ability occurred in the case of a young lady 
a perfect stranger to the town, as well as to medium and sitters, who, 
being desirous of attending a seance, bad looked in quite unexpectedly, 
and was invited to join the rest, who were at that moment, about holding 
a sitting, Without any preface “ Ski ” told her the nature of her occu 
pation, described the character of the inmates of her distant home, 
arrangement of the interior of the house, and other particulars, with 
quite a staggering degree of accuracy, as she acknowledged. She was 
charmed, but oonfused, being unfami’ar with Spiritualistic phenomena, 
and evidently not anticipating such very prompt treatment, and naively 
remarked that it was a very “ pleasing e n te r t a i n m e n t . ^  She has since 
recovered her equanimity, and drawn a more serious conclusion from 
her short experience.

Another point of great excellence about his method is that he never 
attempts too much. When the power wanes so as to seriously affeot 
the correctness of his results, he says so, and frankly warns us to receive 
his statements, at suoh times, with more caution.

With us already he has been the means of bringing home to many 
minds with greater force the conviction of that truth which they already 
held, and to strangers he has demonstrated conclusively the possibility 
of cultivating a power which enables the possessor to peer into their 
past and present surroundings, with which no one present but them 
selves could be acquainted, and which had, in many cases, vanished for 
the time, even from their own conscious memory until recalled thereto, 
at the same moment demonstrating by the indepeudency of voice the 
independency of his individuality. His “clear-seeing” powers appear 
also to extend into futurity, hut so far as the experience of our circle is 
concerned, of which alone I am now writing, sufficient time has not yet 
elapsed to enable me just now to speak as to this with that certainty upon 
which results so extraordinary should rest. This would seem to be a far 
more marvellous faculty than the former. He has also proved himself 
able to discover, from “ impressions in the aura,” events which have 
taken place in rooms. He gives ample evidence not only that man 
carries about with him a mysterious tablet upon which are indelibly 
engraved “ all things that ever he did,” a record that can be read with 
ruoro or loss of precision, but that even inanimate objects catch and 
retain the impression of lleeting scenes and occurences. This may well 
be with the more subtle and plastic modes of nature, since a wafer laid 
for a short time upon the finely tempered blade of a razor will leave 
upon the bright surface a clear impression of its outline that may be 
rendered visible for months afterwards by the simple process of breath 
ing upon the steel.

What these facts imply the mind would do kwell to ponder. One '

tiling that may tie gathered, is the possibility of bringing to light wi'h 
accuracy the Heeds of right or wrong committed by humanity, indivi 
dually or collectively, in the past. That which is done in secret, may 
indeed be “ proclaimed from the housetops.” I should not, however, 
do “ Ski” full justice did 1 not refer to the fact that tie is ever truly 
considerate in dealing with those mutters which might give r u - ' t‘> 
unpleasant feeling on the part of the victim of his keen scrutiny, hot it 
might bo well for those who have secrets to preserve to give him a wide 
I ert h.

I may mention that, amongst his other accomplishments, lie Ins 
evinced considerable ability in diagnosing disease, and the prescribi g 
of remedies for the same. _ (

The form of manifestation of spirit-personality, which “ Ski ’’ so w« 1 
exemplifies, lias been aptly described as “ the perfection of spirit-com 
munion.” With most other phases of advanced phenomenal manifest.!, 
tion, the consciousness of the medium is for the time suspended, and 
cannot, therefore, be contrasted s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  with the intelligence <>t 
tlie control, and while they are such as to induce in the mind a train ot 
reasoning which leads, ultimately, to the irresistible conclusion tin', 
they have spirit-intelligence as their source, the fact that, in this j - 
nomenon of the direct voice, the medium is perfectly conscious U e 
whole time, converses with the sitters, and nlso with the control, tends, 
apart from the striking tests, to a forcible realisation of the presence of 
other intelligences than those in the flesh, and of the int (-pendency <>t 
medium and control, with a directness and instantaneousn<=es winch 1 
regard as a most valuable feature. This is s'ill more true ol th it other 
branch of “ Ski’s ” work, the “ setting-up ” of spirit-lriend* ot tbes'-'ers 
to speak for themselves, in which he is very successful. More espe> :ally 
is this bringing home to the mind of the reality of spirit-prese'ce effec 
tive, when, as occasionally happens, we are favoured with hearing two or 
three conversing together in the direct voice, in tones of varying cha 
racter, pitch, and modulation. It is, if possible, still more pleasing to 
hear the we9 voice of children, talking in their artle.-s way, seeking : . 
knowledge of earth-life which their sojourn here was too brief to enable 
them to gain, and explaining their occupations and recreations in rpir.t- 
lit’e, the lessons they learn, their hopes and joys, their beautiful sur 
roundings, their yearnings towards their earthly relatives, t r ie  kindness 
of their friends and instructors in spirit-life, and many other points of
interest.

I may briefly rerer to the sensations of the medium, wlucn suouid be 
observed and chronicled in connection with all classes of phenomena, 
as a necessary element in the arriving at a sound philosophy of the 
methods of spirit-manifestation. The temperature of the body is 
greatly increased at the time—so much so as to induce considerable 
perspiration. A numbness and loss of use in the region of the throat 
and vocal organs is experienced, as if vital force were withdrawn. lor 
the purpose. I presume, of materialising to a sufficient extent the cor 
responding organs in the Control. The state induced in the medium is 
so sensitive that the mind is highly excitable, and hence it become* 
necessary that the most tranquil and harmonious conditions should be 
secured in the circle if satisfactory results are to be obtained.

“ Ski” does not confine himself to the domain of phenomenal mani 
festations, but is always ready to render his reasonable advice to those 
who seek it, and his willingness and sincerity invariably win esteem. In 
closing these remarks. I can only wish him a wider sphere of usef ulness, 
and consequent happiness, and hope that the example which he gives of 
unflagging industry in the cause of truth may be imitated by t’u se here, 
upoiLwhom has been laid the solemn duty of carrying forward tue work 
initiated by the wise and beneficent intelligences of spirit-life, ar.d of 
handing on the torch of knowledge and progress which has been placed 
in their hands. A. J. sma r t .

From what “ S k i” said at the circle in London, we heard 
frequently of the work being accomplished at Cardiff: but as our 
spirit-friend is not a talker but a worker, and anything but a boaster, 
we had no idea that he had been so successful. l ie  is a most 
truthful and reliable spirit. He has much knowledge and great 
force, and being wholly trustworthy, he can be of considerable 
service to those who desire his help. A ll who sit in the circ.es and 
make his acquaintance regard him with feelings of respect and 
affection. His musical voice rippling forth the salutation ^oh I 
(lie never uses the word yes), is always the signal for friendly con 
gratulations. He uses the word ‘‘ soli, iu so many different 
pitches and lengths, that it is made to express the affirmative with 
an infinite number of extended meanings.

Iu the course of a letter just received, Mr. James Smyth. Anger- 
ville, France, says :—

The stranger who goes to Mrs. Billing's seances, will find no “ test 
necessary, for the piercing eye of “ Ski cart read him like a book, and 
can tell him of his past, present, and future, and with great discretion 
and discrimination in speaking of private matters. " >s; also assists 
the spirits to consult with their friend*. “ sets them up as he calls it. 
“ Ski’ has contrived to amass a wonderful deal of knowledge, and to 
all your questions you can have satisfactory answers. He is a very good 
and truthful spirit. He takes his place as one ot the chiefs ot tuose 
bands of spirits who are doing all in their power to dispel and disperse 
the darkness of materialism and orthodoxy, the two great pests of this 
world.

But that “ Ski "may be enabled to do this more effectually, Mrs. 
Billing’s seances must be select, that is to say, must consist of thought 
ful, earnest, true, men and women. All those who go there to pass nr. 
idle hour to amuse themselves, or for mockery, should be put aside. It 
we would profit, if we would have communications with pure and good 
spirits, we must prepare ourselves, and hold communion with our 
selves, and then, with the assistance of such as “ Ski," there is no end 
to the good we can do, and the comforts and consolation that we can 
bring to thousands of homes. Let all who attend Mrs. Billing s circles 
prove that they are not ungrateful for the privileges conferred on them, 
but, in return for the benefit they receive, may they be impelled to take 
up this work of Human Progress iu their turn, and help to bring spiri 
tual light and joy to their fellow-creatures.

A n g e r v i l l e , Dec. 12, 1870.
Happily, Airs. Billing is. for the present, iu London, and an
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
What think you, non-spiritualistic reader, of our Christmas 

Number ? It is the fashion for Christmas publications to be well 
spiced with ghost stories and allusions to spiritual manifestation 
and magnetic influence, the writers all the time labouring to 
impress their readers that they do not at all believe in the appear 
ance of spirits to men still in the flesh. Not to speak too harshly, 
this is what may be called fooling the reader, an impertinence 
which no publisher should inflict on his patrons. On the other 
hand, we know that all we say of spirit-manifestation is strictly 
true, and instead of making the intelligent reader’s flesh creep with 
weak-minded, superstitious dread, it has the effect of opening the 
mind up to the beauties of existence, and creating within, the 
most genuine gratitude to God for spiritual blessings which are 
now being added to all the conveniencies which scientific discovery 
has conferred upon us. Reader, send to the Spiritual Institution, 
15, Southampton Row, for a Packet of information, supplied gratis, 
and commence the investigation of Spiritualism.

W e  direct the reader’s attention to the article entitled 
“  Historical Controls,” that strangers to our columns may better 

understand the nature of the communication. These articles have 
been continued in the M e d iu m  for two years, and many of the 
most notable personages of history have communicated. The sub 
ject of this present one is in continuation of that of last week. L., 
the medium or sensitive, goes to the chambers of A. T. T. P., the 
recorder, passes into the trance or under control. In that state he 
is unconscious ; but through his organism “ Edmund Spenser,” the 
poet, addresses the recorder, giving an account ofa con veraation which 
the medium had with a “visitor,” who is a materialist. But while L,, 
tho medium, who is a mechanic, was holding that conversation with 
the materialist, he was bending over his machine, and though, un 
conscious of it, he was all the time under control—entranced with 
hi3 eyes open, so that the visitor thought he was speaking and 
answering him in the normal state. The whole argument is repro 
duced by the Control to the recorder at his chambers, and it is 
also stated that while the medium, L., was conversing with his 
materialistic visitor, his hand was, at the same time, writing the 
narrative of a spirit which passed from the bcdy at the wreck of 
tho D e u t s c h l a n d ,  thus showing that two spirits were communicat 
ing through the medium at the same time : one orally, and the 
other by writing. By will-power it appears that a hammer was 
made to fall down, being a manifestation after the manner of the 
power used by Madame Blavatsky, whose work is described in an 
article by Mrs. Hollis-Billing. The most mysterious part of the 
matter is that this materialistic visitor is a stranger who has not 
yet been identified, though these communications have referred to 
him in several recent numbers of the Me d iu m . The notes taken 
down from the lips of the entranced medium have not been 
amended in any way, so that there is a slight irregularity in the 
use of the first and third person in several instances.

N e x t  w e e k  we will give Mr. Oxley’s article on the nature and 
origin of the Bible and other sacred books. Our first number for 
1880 will contain the succeeding chapter of “ The Philosophy of 
Spirit,” illustrated by an engraving of the likeness of “ Busiris the 
Ancient,” A. T. T. P.’s chief Control, who it is said wrote the 
Mahabarata in India thousands of years ago. The engraving is 
from a drawing done through the hands of L., A. T. T. P.’s 
medium.

On tho wrapper of this number is repeated engravings of spirit- 
faces, which wero given a few weeks ago, but the edition was soon 
fold out. Tho descriptive article may now be had in a separate 
f o r m ,  price 2d. Tho medium through whom, those manifestations

were obtained is still in London. Letters desiring sittings may be 
addressed—Mr. A. Furman, 15, Southampton Row, W.C.

W e  regret th a t we have been unable to insert the usual notices 
this week.

An o t h e r  edition of the Christmas Number will bo ready on 
Monday. Orders should bo sent immediately.

I n t r o d u c t io n s  to Mrs. Billing may be obtained at 15, South 
ampton Row, W.C.

MADAME II. P. BLAVATSKY.
By Mr s . Ma r y  J. H o l l is -B i l l i n g .

The Modern Movement, in favour of a new and more extended 
knowledge of Spiritual and Occult Science, has raised up an order 
of thinkers and workers of extraordinary interest, of whose modes 
of thought and powers of performance the awakened intellect is at 
all times desirous of becoming more fully acquainted. Of these, 
a unique specimen presents itself in the person of Madame 
Blavatsky, occupying as she does a foremost place in the depart 
ment of Work as well as that of Thought. And so many inquiries 
have come to me respecting her, from widely different sources, that 
I feel I  cannot better answer these questions than by writing a 
brief account of her visit of two weeks, at my house in Norwood, 
near London, in January last.

As a companion and friend, I found her to be most genial,

Eleasant, and reliable, and as a linguist, pianist, and writer, I believe 
er to be the most extraordinary woman of the age. In saying 

this, I  think I have not in the least exaggerated her powers. To 
give an instance : I  heard her converse with great rapidity in five 
different languages, and the persons with whom she conversed said 
she spoke the languages perfectly.

She is a person of massive build and expressive features, more of 
the masculine than feminine type, capable of gigantic tasks but 
oblivious of mere trifles; amused at those slight annoyances which 
would irritate little minds; strong in her likes and dislikes, and, 
as a consequence, infallible in her intuitive grasp of human 
character and capability.

Respecting the wonderful things, for the production of which 
she is famous, I will give the testimony of my own eyes as to the 
phenomena which were witnessed in my house while she was my 
guest. I will, in the first place, endeavour to give an imperfect 
description of what took place one afternoon. As a gentleman and 
myself were sitting, talking to Madame, we noticed her face and 
hair growing dark in hue, until her hair was changed from its 
natural (light) colour to almost black, and her face at the same 
time became as dark as that of any East Indian I ever saw. While 
these appearances were being manifested she seemed to be engaged 
in deep thought. I  addressed her, and said: “ Madame, are you 
aware of the change that has taken place in your complexion and 
hair?” Her reply was “ Yes,” but she offered no explanation. 
In a few minutes she went out into the hall, where she remained 
about five minutes, and then returned. Her hair and face were of 
their natural colour when she re-entered our presence ; all of 
which seemed very remarkable to the gentleman and to myself.

When she first came to me at Norwood she was evidently in 
great haste to proceed on her journey to India, and expressed her 
determination to remain with me only a few days. Many of her 
friends were not a little disappointed at this short visit, and were 
clamorous to obtain a further opportunity" of enjoying her society. 
Madame, however, insisted that unless she received orders from 
her friends in India to prolong her stay, it would be impossible for 
her to do so. On the Sunday after her arrival she went into her 
bed-room and there received a message, written on a handkerchief, 
in which she was granted liberty to stay some days longer with us. 
This, it must he confessed, was a very curious incident, but to the 
sceptical mind there was wanted some proof that the inscription 
was not placed by Madame on the handkerchief by some process 
known to herself. So I thought over the matter and came to the 
conclusion that if she really possessed the power that I had heard 
of her using, and which she claimed to have, there could be no 
better time for me to see some incontrovertible evidence of it. 
Accordingly, one evening at the dinner table I asked Col. Olcott to 
give me the handkerchief on which the message, purporting to 
come from India, had been written. His answer was: “ I never 
give anything of this kind away.” I then turned to Madame 
Blavatsky and asked her if she would favour me with one of those 
written messages. She replied “ I am tired of bringing these 
handkerchiefs.” She then requested Ool. Olcott to ask me what I 
wanted her to do. I looked over the table to see what I could ask 
for that would be most difficult to bring. I soon made up my mind, 
and requested that a teapot, a cruet-stand, or a teacup and saucer 
might be brought to me. No sooner had I spoken the words than a 
curious teapot, which I have now in my possession, was placed on the 
table. Madame only put her hand under the table for it; whereitcame 
from I am unable to explain. Of one thing I am certain, that I had no 
such article about the house, nor till that moment was it proposed 
that I should ask for such a thing to be produced in that manner.

Mr. 0. C. Massey, who was standing just behind Madame, said, 
“  Oh, am I to he slighted ; will you not give me something ?” She 
answered, “ What do you want ?” He said in reply, “A card-case, 
or a tobacco-pouch—something I can wear about with me.” She 
at once replied, “ Go into the hall, and you will find something in 
your coat pocket.” Mr. Massey had come in after wo had sat dotvn 
to dinner, and Madame B, had not left the table. On going into
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“ S k i’s  ” W o r k  in  E n g l a n d .—We cannot serve the present pur 
pose better tb;in introduce here a valuable communication from the 
pen of Mr. A. J. Smart, of Cardiff a gentleman of unusual experience 
ns an observer of spirit phenomena, and whose records of seances 
have taken a foremost place in the literature of the Movement. He 
is recorder of a private circle held at the house of Mr. Lewis, Cardiff, 
and, accompanied by the Medium of that circle, wo introduced Mr. 
Smart to Mrs. Billing’s seances Inst summer. Tko conversations 
with spirits “ Ski ” and “ James Nolan,” which then took place, are 
reported in the M e d iu m  of that time. “ Ski ” proposed to manifest 
at the Cardiff circle, and with what result the following communi 
cation shows:—

T h u  T e s t i m o n y  o f  Mu . A. J. S m a r t ,  C a r d i f f .
T he  presen ta t ion  to  th e  readers of th e  M e d i u m  of a p o r t r a i t  of 

“ Skiwaukio ” will bo a  favourable occasion on which to  expross a few 
ideas which have occurred to  me in reference to the  par t icu la r  phase of 
work so successfully carr ied  ou t by th a t  faithful an d  indefatigable 
labourer  in th e  Cause he has so much a t  heart ,  w ith  no pretension to  
being exhaustive of th e  subject,  b u t  ra th e r  as a g ra tefu l and  well-earned 
tr ibu te ,  which cannot be m ore  suitably rendered  th an  in th e  present 
issue of th a t  jou rna l .

M y first acquaintance w ith  ou r  m u tu a l  friend, except by repute ,  was 
m ade  d ur ing  visits to certa in  of Mrs. B illing’s seances, a t  which I  was 
present, by kind invitation, when th e  ex traord inary  pow er which he pos 
sesses of acquir ing  an  unmistakable  knowledge of the  p r iva te  concerns 
of the sitters,— w hether  strangers  o r  not,  seemed to make li t t le  difference 
— together  with  his g rea t  comm and of the  “  d irect voice,” were alike 
s tr ik ingly  manifested.

E n t i r e ly  w ithout solicitation he prom ised to visit th e  circle a t  Cardiff,  
an d  he lp  in  the  developm ent th e re  of th a t  class of phenom ena  with 
which he is ju s t  now more pa r t icu la r ly  identif ied, a  p rom ise  which he 
has m ost fa ith fu l ly  performed, an d  in  a  way w hich proves h im  to be 
tho rough ly  m as te r  of his task.

T h e  mellow-toned voice, w hich  I  recognised immediately a t  th e  first 
s i tt ing  held  a f te r  my re tu rn  to Cardiff,  tb e  characteristic  affirmative ex 
pression “ Soh !” tho speech s tudded  with appella tions pecu liarly  IndiaD, 
th e  hab i t  of finding expressive names of his  own for  people, his  execu 
t ion  of the  very same w ork in the very same style, tb e  tho rough  m an n e r  
of accomplishing w hat he undertakes, an d  his m asterly  m e th o d  of 
se t t ing  about it , w hich  shows no  “ ’p ren t ice  h a n d ,” h is  earnestness, 
friendliness, and sincerity ,— all  these, combined w ith  frequent references 
to  m u tu a l  friends meeting in Mrs. B il l ing ’s m ore  p r iva te  oircle (where 
also he  has spoken of his visits to  us), as perfec tly  s tam p  and  identify 
th e  same ind iv idua l i ty  as any th ing , sh o r t  o f  ac tu a l  sight, could  possibly 
do in the  case of any person w hom  we m eet in two different places.

As in L ondon , so here, he  is rem arkable  fo r  his  pow er o f  discerning, 
and  re la ting  to  th e  aston ished  inquire r ,  occurrences w hich  have t r an sp ired  
in  the  life of th e  la t te r ,  in  th e  m ore  o r  less rem ote  p a s t ; fo r  n am ing  
a n d  correctly  describing deceased fr iends o r  re la t iv es ;  for p roving h im  
self acquainted  for th e  tim e w ith  m a t te rs  affecting the  sitter, both  of a 
p r iva te  and  business character ,  an d  o th e r  th ings  of a  similar k ind .  I  
have a lready spoken of the  tho rou g h n ess  w ith  w hioh all th is  is accom 
plished. T h ere  a re  no  “ l e a d in g ” ques t ions ;  or, indeed, questions of 
any  k ind ; no beatiDg abou t th e  bush, as if to  ga in  in fo rm ation .  On 
th e  co n tra ry ,  he constan tly  silences those who are  p ro n e  to  be com 
m unicative  upo n  m a t te rs  connected w ith  themselves which he has 
b ro u g h t  to  th e i r  m ind , p re fe rr in g  to tell the  whole s tory  himself, 
w i th o u t  any  h in t  f ro m  them . H e  takes th e  in i t ia t ive  him self ,  an d  
goes to  th e  p o in t  w ith  s ta r t l in g  directness. This, as a m a t te r  o f  course, 
increases th e  satisfaction of th e  in q u ire r  immensely.

A  str ik ing  instance of h is  ability  occurred  in  tb e  case of a young  lady  
a  perfect straDger to  th e  tow n, as well as to  m ed ium  a n d  sitters,  who, 
being desirous of a t ten d in g  a  seance, b ad  looked in  qu ite  unexpectedly, 
a n d  was invi ted  to  jo in  th e  rest, w ho w ere a t  th a t  m om ent abou t ho lding 
a sitting. W i th o u t  any  preface “ Ski ” to ld  h e r  th e  n a tu re  of h e r  occu 
pation , described th e  ch a rac te r  o f  the  inm ates  o f  h e r  d is ta n t  home, 
a r ran g em en t o f  th e  in te r io r  of th e  house, a n d  o th e r  part icu lars ,  w ith  
quite a  s taggering degree of accuracy, as she acknowledged. She was 
charm ed, bu t oonfused, being u n fam ila r  w ith  Spir itua lis tic  phenomena, 
an d  ev idently  n o t  an t ic ip a t in g  such very p r o m p t  t r ea tm en t ,  and  naively 
rem ark ed  th a t  i t  was a  very “ p leas ing enterta inm ent.'’ She has since 
recovered h e r  equanim ity ,  an d  d raw n  a m ore  serious conclus ion fro m  
h e r  sh o r t  experience.

A n o th e r  p o in t  of g rea t  excellence abou t his  m e th o d  is t h a t  he  never 
a t te m p ts  too m uch . W h e n  th e  pow er w anes so as to  seriously affect 
th e  correctness of his results, he  says so, an d  f rankly  w arn s  us to  receive 
his statements, a t  such times, w ith  m o re  caution .

W i t h  us a l r e a d y  he  has  been th e  means of b r ing ing  h o m e  to  m an y  
m inds w ith  g rea te r  force th e  conviction of t h a t  t r u th  w hich th ey  a lready  
held, and  to  s trangers  h e  has  dem o n s tra ted  conclusively th e  possibility 
of cu lt iva t ing  a pow er w hich enables th e  possessor to  peer  in to  th e i r  
pas t  and  p resen t su rround ings ,  w ith  w hich  no one p resen t  b u t  th e m  
selves could  be acquain ted , an d  w hich had, in  m an y  cases, van ished  for  
th e  time, even fro m  th e i r  own conscious m em o ry  u n t i l  recal led  thereto , 
a t  th e  same m o m en t  d em o n s tra t in g  by th e  independency  of voice th e  
ind ep en d en cy  of his  ind iv idua l i ty .  H is  “ clear-seeing ” pow ers ap p ea r  
also to  ex tend  in to  fu tu r ity ,  b u t  so far as th e  experience of o u r  circle is 
concerned , o f  w h ich  a lone I  am  now writ ing, sufficient t im e  h a s  no t  ye t  
e lapsed to  enable me j u s t  now  to  speak as to th is  with t h a t  ce r ta in ty  u p o n  
w h ich  resu lts  so ex trao rd in a ry  should  rest. T h is  w ould  seem to be a fa r  
m o re  m arv e l lo u s  facu l ty  th a n  the  form er.  H e  has also p roved  h im self  
able to  discover, f rom  “ im press ions in  th e  au ra ,” events w hich  have 
taken  p lace  in room s. H e  gives am p le  evidence no t  on ly  th a t  m an  
carr ies  ab o u t  w i th  h im  a  m ys te r io u s  tab le t  upo n  w hich  a re  indelib ly  
en g rav ed  “ a l l  th in g s  t h a t  ever he d id ,” a reco rd  th a t  can  be read  w ith  
m oro  o r  less of precision, b u t  t h a t  even in an im a te  objects catch  an d  
re t a in  th e  im press ion  of fleeting scones a n d  occurences. T h is  m ay  well 
be w ith  th e  m o re  sub tle  an d  pluBtio modes o f  n a tu re ,  since a  w afe r  la id  
fo r  a sh o r t  t im e  u p o n  tho finely tem p ered  b lade o f  a  razo r  w ill  leave 
u p o n  th e  b r ig h t  surface a  c lea r  im press ion  o f  its ou t l ine  t h a t  m ay  be 
r e n d e re d  visible fo r  m o n th s  a f te rw a rd s  by th e  Bimple process o f  b r e a th  
ing u p o n  the Bteel.

What these facts imply the mind would do twell to ponder. One

th ing  th a t  m ay  be gathered, is the  possibility of br ing ing  to  l ig h t  wiili 
accuracy tb e  deeds of r ig h t  or wrong comm itted  by hum an i ty ,  indivi 
dua l ly  o r  collectively, in  the  past. T h a t  which is done in  secret,  may 
indeed bo “ p roclaim ed from the  housetops.” I  shou ld  not, however, 
do “ S k i” full justice d id  I  n o t  refer to  th e  fact t h a t  bo is ever t ru ly  
considerate in dealing with those m a t te rs  which m ig h t  give rise to  
unp leasan t feeling on tho  p a r t  of the  victim of Ins keen scrutiny , b u t  it 
m ig h t  bo well for theso who have Becrets to preserve to givo h im  a wide 
t e r tb .

I  m ay  m ention  th a t ,  amongst his o ther  accomplishments, he  has 
evinced considerable ability  in diagnosing disease, and  the prescrib ing 
of remedies fo r  tho same.

The form of manifestation of spirit-personality, which “ Ski” so well 
exemplifies, has been aptly described as “ tho perfection of spirit-com 
munion.” With most other phases of advanced phenomenal manifesta 
tion, the consciousness of the medium is for the time suspended, and 
cannot, therefore, be contrasted sim ultaneously  with the intelligence of 
the control, and while they are such as to induce in the mind a train of 
reasoning which leads, ultimately, to the irresistible conclusion that 
they have spirit-intelligence as their source, tbe fact that, in this phe 
nomenon of the direct voice, tho medium is perfectly conscious the 
whole time, converses with the Bitters, and also with the control, tends, 
apart from the striking tests, to a forcible realisation of the presence of 
other intelligences than those in the flesh, and of the independency of 
medium and control, with a directness and instantaneousness which I 
regard as a most valuable feature. This is still more true of that other 
branch of “ Ski’s ” work, the “ setting-up ” of spirit-friends of the sitters 
to speak for themselves, in whioh he is very successful. More especially 
is this bringing home to the mind of the reality of spirit-presence effec 
tive, when, as occasionally happens, we are favoured with hearing two or 
three conversing together in the direct voice, in tones of varying cha 
racter, pitch, and modulation. I t  is, if possible, still more pleasing to 
hear the we9 voice of children, talking in their artless way, seeking that 
knowledge of earth-life which their sojourn here was too brief to enable 
them to gain, and explaining their occupations and recreations in spirit- 
life, the lessons they learn, their hopes and joys, their beautiful sur 
roundings, their yearnings towards their earthly relatives, the kindness 
of their friends and instructors in spirit-life, and many other points of 
interest.

I  m ay  briefly refer to  th e  sensations of th e  medium, w hich should  be 
observed and  chronicled  in  connection  w ith  a l l  classes of phenom ena ,  
as a  necessary e lem ent in  th e  a r r iv in g  a t  a  sound ph ilosophy  of th e  
m eth o d s  of sp iri t -m anifes ta t ion . T h e  tem p era tu re  of th e  body is 
greatly  increased a t  th e  t im e— so m u c h  so as to  induce  considerable 

' p e rsp ira t io n .  A  num bness an d  loss of use in  th e  reg ion  of th e  th ro a t  
a n d  vocal o rgans is experienced, as if  vital force were w ith d raw n ,  fo r  
th e  p u rpose ,  I  p resum e, o f  m ateria lis ing  to a  sufficient extent th e  co r  
respond ing  organs in  th e  C ontro l.  T h e  state induced  in th e  medium  is 
so sensitive t h a t  th e  m in d  is h igh ly  excitable, a n d  hence i t  becomes 
necessary t h a t  the  m os t t r a n q u i l  an d  h a rm onious  conditions should  be 
secured in  th e  circle i f  satisfactory resu lts  a re  to  be obtained.

“ Ski” does not confine himself to the domain of phenomenal mani 
festations, but is always ready to render his reasonable advice to those 
who Beek it, and his willingness and sincerity invariably win esteem. In 
closing these remarks, I can only wish him a wider sphere of usefulness, 
and consequent happiness, and hope that the example which he gives of 
unflagging industry in the cause of truth may be imitated by those here, 
upon whom has been laid the solemn duty of carrying forward the work 
initiated by the wise and beneficent intelligences of spirit-life, and of 
handing on the torch of knowledge and progress which has been placed 
in their hands. A. J. Sma r t .

From what “ Ski” said, at the circle in London, we heard 
frequently of the work being accomplished at Cardiff; but as our 
spirit-friend is not a talker but a worker, and anything bat a boaster, 
we had no idea that he had been so successful. Tie is a most 
truthful and reliable spirit. He has much knowledge and great 
force, and being wholly trustworthy, he can be of considerable 
service to those who desire his help. All who sit in the circles and 
make his acquaintance regard him with feelings of respect and 
affection. His musical voice rippling forth the salutation “ Soh !” 
(he never uses the word yes), is always the signal for friendly con 
gratulations. He uses the word “ soh,” in so many different 
pitches and lengths, that it is made to express the affirmative with 
an infinite number of extended meanings.

In the course of a letter just received, Mr. James Smyth, Anger- 
ville, France, says :—

T h e  s t ran g e r  w ho goes to  M rs. B il l in g ’s seances, w ill  find no  “ tes t  ” 
necessary, fo r  the  p ierc ing eye of “ Ski ” can re a d  h im  like a book, an d  
can te l l  h im  o f  h is  past, present,  and  fu tu re ,  an d  w ith  g rea t  d iscre tion  
an d  d isc r im ina t ion  in  speaking of p r iv a te  m at te rs .  “ Ski ” also assists 
tbe  sp i r i t s  to  consu l t  w i th  th e i r  fr iends, “  sets th em  u p  ” ns he  ca lls  it . 
“ S k i ” has co n tr iv ed  to  am ass  a w ond erfu l  dea l of know ledge, and  to 
a l l  y o u r  questions you can have  sa t is fac tory  answers. H e  is a  v e ry  good 
and  t r u th f u l  sp ir i t .  H 6  takes h is  p lace as one  of th e  chiefs of those  
bands o f  sp irits  who a r e  d o ing  a ll  in  th e i r  p ow er to  d ispel an d  d isperse  
th e  darkness  of materia lism  a n d  orthodoxy , th e  tw o  g re a t  pests of th is  
w orld .

B u t  t h a t  “  Ski ” m a y  be enabled to  do th is  m o re  effectually, M rs .  
B il l ing ’s seances m u s t  be select, t h a t  is to  say, m u s t  consist of t h o u g h t  
fu l ,  earnest,  true, m en  a n d  women. A ll  those  w h o  go th e re  to  pass  an  
id le  h o u r  to  am use themselves, o r  fo r  mockery , sh o u ld  be p u t  aside. I f  
we w ould  profit,  i f  we w ould  have com m u n ica t io n s  w i th  p u re  a n d  good 
spirits ,  we m u s t  p rep a re  ourselves, a n d  h o ld  co m m u n io n  w i th  o u r  
selves, a n d  then ,  w i th  th e  assistance of such as “ Ski,”  th e re  is no e n d  
to  th e  good we can  do, an d  th e  com forts  a n d  consola tion  t h a t  we c a n  
b r in g  to  th o u san d s  of homes. L e t  a l l  w ho  a t t e n d  M rs .  B i l l in g ’s circles 
p rove  t h a t  they  a re  n o t  u n g ra te fu l  for th e  privileges co n fe r red  o n  th e m ,  
but, in  r e tu r n  for th e  benefit th ey  receive, m ay  th ey  be im pelled  to  ta k e  
up  th is  w o rk  o f  H u m a n  P ro g ress  in  th e i r  tu rn ,  a n d  h e lp  to  b r in g  s p i r i  
tu a l  l ig h t  and  jo y  to  th e i r  fe llow -creatures.

A n g c r v i l le , Dec. 12, 1879.
 ̂ Happily, Mrs. Billing is, for the present, in London, and an
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introduction may be obtained by suitable sitters. No more need be 
said. This portrait is presented to the reader by a few friends of 

Ski," as a slight testimonial to his worth and the respect which 
they bear him. In this sentiment they include nil the Indian 
tribes, who, now nearly extinct on earth, return to us from the 
spirit-world to operate upon us for our good in many ways. 
Spiritualism thus throws new and reliable light on the brotherhood 
of man, shows that life in this world and the inner state, is so 
interlinked that even in death we cannot rid ourselves either of 
friends or foes. Our manifest duty, then, is to be at peace with all 
in the spirit-world as well as on earth, bearing in mind the truth 
contained in a poem, written and dedicated to “ Ski,” by Mrs. 
Jacob Martin, Cairo, 111., U.S.A., with an extract from which we 
will conclude;—

“ L ife  w ou ld  be yet g rea te r  failure ,
W e r e  it  n o t  t h a t  lov ing  angels  
O ften  give us good impressions,
G leam s o f  hope  an d  insp ira t ion ,
S en d in g  som etim es rays o f  kn o w led g e—
B a y s  w hich  cheer  us a n d  assist us.

A n d  am o n g  tb o  w a tch fu l  spirits,
F ew  have  d o n e  such  fa i th fu l  service 
T o  e a r th 's  t ro u b led ,  w eary  ch i ld ren .
As o u r  noble  I n d i a n - s p i r i t ;
As o u r  p a t ien t  f r ien d  a n d  w o rk e r  ;
As o u r  h e ro  chief, ' Skiw aukie! ’ ”

T H E  L I V I N G  A N D  T H E  D E A D .

D e d i c a t e d ,  b y  e x p re s s  p e rm is s io n ,  t o  “  S k i w a u k i e , ”  I n d i a n  s p i r i t -  
g u id e  o f  t h a t  i n e s t i m a b l e  m e d i u m  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t  s p i r i t - y o i c e —  
M r s .  H o l l i s -B U l in g ,  o f  A m e r i c a —

]3v J a m e s  K in n e r s l e y  L e w i s .
“ Oh ! beyond th a t bourne.

In the  vast eyele o f  being w hich  begin v
A t  th a t  broad threshold , w ith  w h a t f a ir e r  fo r m s
S h a ll the  g rea t la w  o f  change a n d  progress clothe
I t s  w orkings !“ Br y a n t  (“ A n  E ve n in g  lle v er ie ," )

T h e  g re a t  d e s t ro y e r  a n d  re s to re r .  T im e,
W o rk s  change  incessant in  th e  h u m a n  race,

B u t  m id s t  th is  m ig h ty  change, in  every  clime,
T h e  fo o tp r in ts  o f  P ro g re ss io n  a l l  m ig h t  t r a c e ;

O ld  cu s to m s die, a n d  th o u g h t  th e  b o u n d  exceeds 
So r ig id ly  defined by n a r ro w  creeds.

A d o w n  th e  v is ta  d im  o f  cycles past.
W e  gaze on E g y p t ' s  g rea tness— I n d i a ’s g lo r y ;

W h e r e  a r e  th e i r  sp le n d o u rs  now  ?— T h e y  on ly  las t  
I n  g lo w in g  colours  of some E a s te r n  s to ry  ;

Y e t  be w h o  grieves o’e r  fate t h a t  caused such  fall 
M o u r n s  over  laws th a t  d id  th e  m in d  e n t h r a l .'

T h e re  r i s e  in  P hcenix  m a n n e r  f ro m  th e  d u s t  
O f  ru in e d  s ta tes  a n d  em p ires  g rea te r  still.

T h a t  to  th e  m e a n e s t  subjects a re  m o re  ju s t ,
T i l l  fad es  aw ay th e  s te rn  despotic  w i l l ;

A n d  th o u g h  dec la red  as  now ex t inc t  a  mice,
M ay  m in g led  be w i th  t h a t  of fa ire r  face.

T h e  m ig h ty  em pire ,  ever  p ro n e  to  boast 
T h a t  n ev e r  sets  th e  su n  u p o n  its  verge,

I n  ages p a s t  he ld  o n  a  n a r r o w  coast 
B a rb a r i a n s  on ly ,— y e t  tb e i r  d y in g  d irge  

W a s  b eau tifu l ly  b len t  w ith  hopes t h a t  sp ru n g  
F r o m  u n io n  w i th  those  of o th e r  tongue.

T h r o u g h  days  o f  h a r s h  oppress ion ,  m e n ta l  gloom,
T h ese  m in g led  races speed to w a rd  th e  l ig h t ;

I n  sure ,  th o u g h  slow, succession is th e  d o o m  
Of laws d esp o t ic  u n re tu rn in g  n i g h t :

T h e  fo rm s t h a t  w a n d e re d  l ike  th e  beasts o f  prey , 
T r a n s f o rm e d  a n d  G od-like, w i l l  H i s  law s obey.

T h o u g h  peace  on e a r th  y e t  m akes n o t  h e r  abode,
M a n  raises sh r in e s  a n d  tem p les  in h e r  n a m e  ;

T h ese  p iles  a re  shadow s fa l l in g  on  th e  ro a d  
S he  w ill  i f  w ooed  pursue , w i th  p o w er  to  tam e 

T u m u l tu o u s  pass ions in th e  h u m a n  h e a r t ,
A n d  blessings o f  o ne  b ro th e rh o o d  im p a r t .

* * * ‘ # *
T h e  b re a th  o f  G o d  p e rv ad es  th e  I n d i a n ’s breast,

I n s p i r i n g  te n d e r  th o u g h t s  o f  love a n d  t r u th ,
A n d  w h isp ’r in g  o f  th e  G r e a t  H e re a f te r ,  b les t 

B y  a l l  t h a t  r e n d e r s  h a p p y  age a n d  y o u th ,—
M b e re  p leasu res  n ev e r  pall ,  a n d  w here  is found  
A  b r ig h te r  a n d  a  h a p p ie r  h u n t i n g  g ro u n d .

T h e r e  h e  o’e r  ne’e r  d e s t ro y in g  seas will  sail,
I n  b r i g h t  canoes  w i th  a l l  th e  speed o f  th o u g h t ,

A n d  d w ell  in  w igw am s f a r  b eyond  th e  w ail 
O f p ie rc in g  w inds ,  w h e re  a l l  th e  a i r  is f r a u g h t  

W i t h  sw eetes t  o d o u rs  o f  u n fad in g  flowers 
T h a t  deck  th e  sh a d y  vales a n d  leafy bowers.

T h e r e  th e  G r e a t  S p i r i t  is th e  m ed ic ine  m a n  
W h o s e  w o n d ro u s  p o w er  o f  m ag ic  quells  a l l  ill,

I s  th e  i l lu s t r io u s  ch ie f  o f  every  clan ;
T h e  E v i l  S p i r i t  w o rk s  n o t  th e r e  his will ,

B u t  th e r e  th e  b rave  a n d  good  th e i r  fa th e rs  meet,
And s to r ie s  o f  hero ic  deeds repea t .

T r u e  in  th e  red  m a n ’s g rave  a r e  la id  h is  gun,
H i s  fa i th fu l  dog ,  a n d  o l t  h is  t r u s te d  steed,

H i s  bow a n d  a r ro w s ,  t h a t  beneath  th e  sun  
O f  s h o r t s  e te rn a l  th ey  m ay  serve h is  n eed ;

T h e y  sym b o ls  bo o f  f a i th fu ln e ss  a n d  t r u t h  !
W h a t  c reed  is th e r e  f ro m  sym bols free  fo rsoo th  ?

n i s  heaven th e  heaven  o f  N a tu r e  is, as seen 
I n  glorified appoaranco  by his seer,

W h e r e  from oppress ive  W h i t e  ho dw ells  serene,
A n d  mingles  w ith  all  fo rm s  he  h o lds  so d e a r ; 

l l i s  sole re lig ion is im p lic i t  t r u s t  
I n  the  G re a t  S p i r i t  w ho  rew ard s  th e  ju s t .
T h u s  G o d  H im s e l f  to  “ h e a th e n s ” has revealed 

H is  deep p a te rn a l  n a tu r e —love o f  r i g h t ;
T h e  d o c tr in e  of T h e  G re a t  H e re a f t e r  sealed 

B y  visions to  th e i r  seeking sp ir i t -s igh t,
As o f  th e  rea lm s e te rn a l  H e  has ta u g h t  
l l i s  ch i ld ren  over th r o u g h  th e i r  h ig h es t  th o u g h t .
B la n k  a theism  science makes h e r  goa l

F u l l  oft in th i s  p ro c la im ed  en l ig h ten ed  ago;
T heo logy  but. offers to  th e  soul

M ere  speculation , differing in  each page,
A n d  R eve la t io n  oft to  books is b o und ,
F o r  w hich  are  m u l t i fa r io u s  m eanings  found .

Tis th en  a  s tru g g lin g  ray  of l ig h t  is seen,
W h i c h  breaks th r o u g h  shadow s t h a t  th e  soul enshroud ; 

M o re  b r ig h t ly  is repea ted  w h a t  h as  been,
T h e  s p i r i t -w o r ld  sh ines th r o u g h  th e  darksom e cloud, 

T h e  dead  a p p e a r  ! a n d  by th e i r  u t te ran ce  tell 
T h a t  th e y  w ith  those  w ho  seek fo r  know ledge dwell.
B u t  chief am o n g  th e  voices f ro m  th a t  b ourne  

W h e n c e  Moses an d  E l ia s  d id  re tu rn ,
T h y  voice, “ Skiwaukie,” bids us cease to m ourn ,

That, voice so r ich  w ith  lo re  t h a t  we w ould  le3 rn,
A n d  lad en  w ith  th e  messages o f  lovo 
F r o m  fr iends  d e p a r te d  to  th e  b r ig h t  above.
T h o u  a r t  an  earnes t s tu d e n t  o f  th e  laws 

T h a t  ru le  in  occult beau ty  spir i t - l ife ,
A n d  b in d  a ll  sp i r i t s  to  th e  G re a t  F i r s t  Cause,

W i t h  l inks  un b ro k en  th r o u g h  th e  wildest s t r i fe ;
T h o u  m ig h ty  a r t  in  magic, an d  canst teach 
T h e  seen a n d  unseen  in te rch an g e  o f  speech.
T h y  lo f ty  asp ira tions ,  an c ien t  chief,

S h ou ld  be a load-s ta r  fo r  th y  s t rugg ling  race ;
I t  m ay  n o t  be d ec la red  th e i r  day  is b rief  

I f  th ey  th in e  in sp ira t io n  will  embrace :
F o r  th o u  w ou lds t  lead th em  by tb e i r  love of r ig h t  
T o  u n d is p u te d  L ib e r ty  an d  L i g h t !

L ondon , E n g land , D ec .  13, 1879.

HISTORICAL CONTROLS.
(Reported and communicated by A. T. T. P.)

[The medium is a working-man, possessing the scanty education 
of his class; A. T. T. P. is a gentleman of education and inde 
pendent means, aud hence has no interest in deception, as these 
seances entail upon him considerable labour aud expenses. He 
has made his mark in the world as a successful lawyer, and is not 
likely to be duped. The medium passes into the unconscious 
trance, in which state the spirits speak through him, making 
gestures appropriate to their character. A. T. T. P. takes down 
every word thus spoken by the spirits through the medium.]

E d m u n d  Sp e n s e r .—October 8, 1879.
The medium, as soon as he entered the room, said :—
“ I feel the same influence as when that stranger was in my 

house,”
He went immediately under control, aud said:—
“  There has been much talk about mind-readiug or tliought- 

readiug; it has long been a vexed question, that of thought-read 
ing, its possibility or impossibility; aud I assert at the very com 
mencement of mv address to you, that thought-reading with some 
advanced spirits is, indeed, an actuality. He, the sensitive, has 
told you that his visitor sat in silence nearly the whole time of 
his last visit to him.”

Before I go further, I  think it just ns well that I should give 
some slight explanation as to what all this means. I may state 
that a few nights previous to this present control I had a control 
by the celebrated Henry More [published in the Me d iu m  last 
week] on the subject of a dialogue and argument between this 
stranger aud L. the medium, which was so curious in its details 
that i  sent the fair copy to L., with the object of showing it to 
this stranger, and getting his views on the matter. So when the 
medium came, I asked him whether he had had a visit from the 
stranger; aud whether he had shown the paper to him, aud what 
passed between them. He said he had, and that the stranger 
found twenty-three lines of the record corresponded verbatim with 
the short-hand notes taken by himself, but that otherwise nothing 
passed between them, aud that neither of them talked. The 
Control went on to say:—

“ I was present, and helped the sensitive at the first interview 
between them. Upon earth I was known ns Edmund Spenser, the 
author of the ‘ Faerie Queene/ and the thoughts of both of them 
being primal or intense in their natures, or, in other words, being 
thoughts with causes, they were easily recognised, received by me, 
and can he described to you. To me it appeared the thoughts of 
the sensitive were these : ‘ W h y  do I feel so drowsy in this man's 
presence, so inactive, that my work seems a trouble to me ? Why 
do I feel a difficulty in keeping my eyelids from closing over my 
eyes ?’ On the other hand, the thoughts of the stranger were 
these: ‘ He (that is L.) is the modern puzzle of the nineteenth 
century ; an artisan lighting the battle of respectable life, and that 
battle attended with just a sufficient amount of success as to keep 
him amongst the ranks of honest handicraftsmen; there is an
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entire absence in this man’s demeanour of trying to deceive, or 
impose on me, even if there were the wish to do so, the cause for 
doing so would be a purposeless one, he having nothing to gain. 
Is there in reality any power of mind oyer mind ? or is it but a 
fabled dream P or is there any power of intense will over the will 
of other men ? I will try to will that he shall question me. 
Strange it is that this intense willing should have produced reck 
lessness when all before was quietude. By all I value I declare 
my will is bringing about an unexpected result.1 And then came 
the first question that the sensitive asked.

“ He said, ‘ W ith your peculiar ideas I should like to know your 
opinion of heaven and hell ? ’ The words in which this question 
was answered were but thoughts clothed with meaning by words, 
and which 1 shall repeat.

“ The visitor said, ‘ Your question is a strange one; but more 
strange still I  feel your earnestness in putting it—first, What is 
my opinion about heaven P Heaven, in my opinion, has its locality 
only in the feelings of man ; we must—and I do accept the word 
as expressing the highest state of happiness that the soul can con 
ceive ; and, therefore, in giving you my soul’s highest conception 
of happiness, I am giving you my idea of heaven : health in every 
part of my body ; perfect vitality in every organ forming it, more 
especially in the cerebral hemisphere. This, and this aione, con 
stitutes my soul’s highest conception of heaven. The other part of 
your question is my idea in reference to Hell, a word expressed by 
many as having a meaning, a locality ; but to me I merely accept 
it as expressing infinite misery ; the most abject misery; the most 
abject wretchedness; my soul’s idea of misery would then be my 
conception of h e ll: therefore, mental or bodily anguish, attended 
with dire agony, would constitute my soul’s conception of Hell. I 
place them, as you will observe, both heaven and hell, as within 
the scope of my three score years and ten of life. Earth be 
comes a paradise to me in the healthy operation of my anatomical 
structure ; but whenever my bodily functions are disarranged or 
destroyed, then earth becomes hell to me.’

“ ‘ Then, according to your views a doctor becomes a god,’ said 
tli6 sensitive; and the visitor replied,

‘“ And why not ? He gives me a new love of life, and proves 
how, by dint of the use of his scientific acquirements, he changes 
hell into heaven by the use of his knowledge: God, in the con 
ception of my soul, is a word expressing Power. There is power 
in the skill of the medical practitioner: I  admire power in every 
form, even if I do not worship it; therefore, in the sense you mean, 
why should not the medical practitioner, who assuages ths ills of 
my body, advance himself in my opinion into the position of a god 
amongst men P ’

“ Then followed a long interval of silence between them, broken 
again by the sensitive’s visitor, who remarked, ‘ arouse yourself, 
and listen to m e; I do not know how I am drawn to visit you; I 
wish to tell you my view s; I wish to give expression to my 
thoughts, and strange as the facts appear to me, I  know that all 
my views will not only be antagonistic to you, but that the defence 
of your own views will afford me great matter of thought; that I 
realise; why ? I cannot answer. I would speak to you in plain 
language, being myself a scholar and you a man of labour ; but I 
feel that if I attempted to defend my position at all, it can only be 
done by a masterly defence.’

“ Do you think, sir,” (addressing me), said the Control, “ that 
the sensitive heard these words P No; and it is only by the strict 
rules that you have laid down for the more perfect manifestation 
of spirit-control; I mean that you have always tried to obey 
necessary conditions, especially in forced punctuality on the part 
of the sensitive. This, dear sir, as you have seen, has been 
attended with nearly a perfect success, because you earnestly per 
sisted in having punctuality followed out. As in these things, so 
in other matters, your mode has been successfully applied. You 
have ignored promiscuous sittings on the part of the sensitive ; in 
fact, to sum up all briefly, you have tried to make conditions, and 
you have succeeded on account of your earnestness, so that now 
you have this new form of semi-consciousness, so that infidels can 
be answered without the fact of apparent control being placed 
before them ; this is a step in the right direction. If he was not 
talking with the sensitive, which he certainly was not, he would 
be the last man in the world to believe he was not. Such was the 
position of this new form of communication. I bent the body of 
the sensitive over the machine in the position of listening, and 
by extraordinary action kept his eyelids from closing and then I 
listened.

“ ‘ You realise,’ continued the visitor, ‘ although your education 
has not been an advanced one, what paltry excuses, subterfuges, 
and lies have been used to deny the fact, that an antagonism 
is now being felt throughout the length and breadth of this land : 
between science and revelation; between God and the world; 
that the struggle is becoming final in its is3ue; that they are 
grasping each other’s throats; and that victory will abide with 
the strongest. In vain the pastors and masters of the masses 
assert, that, despite this struggle, God and His word steadily 
advance, and that the bright example of their martyred saints of 
old still loudly proclaims the justice of their Cause; but Science, 
undismayed, unexcitable, and calm, replies, Battle as you will, we 
have stayed your onward career of lying doctrines which you have 
authoritatively laid down. Science says, Thou hast travelled far. 
Thou shalt now find that thy journey is ended ; and that this is 
so, the immense army in this country of free-thinkers loudly pro 
claims.’

“ And through the lips of the sensitive came this question.

'Give me your definition of what you mean by this advancing 
science; further, give me the professors and their names, and your 
ideas upon their mission.’

“And. the visitor continued : ‘A new school has arisen in the world 
—a school of seekers into nature’s mysteries. No journey too long 
no heights too high, no depths too deep, for their researches; time 
and trouble to them are but of secondary importance, and their 
labours have been twice blessed ; they have blessed them. They 
have also blessed the general mass of mankind; they have pointed 
out the fallacies of creeds and doctrines; it has been a well-con 
tested battle, but victor}- has declared on the side of science. It 
proves incontestably and undeniably, that the revelations, in part, 
are untruthful, being antagonistic to the primal laws of nature; 
according to the discovered laws of gravitation, and more especially 
the latest discovery, t h e  p r o t o p l a s m i c  t h e o r y ,  that gives the same 
source of life to every animated being. You have asked me in your 
question, who compose the scientific leaders of the scientific world, 
and I know that I can name but a few of them, but all those few 
that I can name, are worthy of being leaders. To their eminently 
distinguished and thoughtful minds men look up and admire ; they 
are men formed by nature to be men’s leaders ; men whom all men 
could respect for their love of truth : names such as Darwin, Tyndal, 
Mills, Huxley, aye, and many others too; a list of names very 
numerous, considering the purity of their efforts. These are the 
great leaders in the fight; these are the masses’ great teachers, and 
it is indeed a worthy task to live upon earth areal and earnest life, 
not opposing, but obeying, nature's great harmonious laws; teach 
ing that heaven and hell are both within the reach of man; the 
one to be enjoyed, and the other to be endured on earth.’

“ The answer came from the sensitive’s lips, saying, ‘ What do 
you expect from me, sir ? I am no strict theologian, and science 
to me is a mystery; I cannot talk to you as a scientist, and would 
not, if I could, talk to you as a theologian. I will tell you why I 
would not. The theologian would condemn the whole school of 
scientists, some of whose names you have mentioned, and would 
brand them with being unconscious tools for the devil’s purposes, 
and that through some unexplained cause they were permitted to 
work their wicked wills upon earth; and that a century or two 
back they would have met with all they deserved, being of the 
army of evil doers in active opposition against Christ and his 
church; and they would have merited and received death at the 
stake. But I would not so judge scientists, sir; far from it. In 
stead of considering them the agents of evil, I  should—I should 
call them—and I do consider them to be the instruments in the 
hands of the Almighty living God, employed by Him for His own 
pure and holy ends; entrusted with a great mission; yielding 
obedience, attended by earthly cares and pains, yet following out 
God’s w ill; such would be my ideas of these men. The theolo 
gians would tell you that these men do but foreshadow the 
inevitable darkness, that will cover the whole length and breadth 
of the land, and that evil shall be temporarily in the ascendant; 
that it shall be—nay, that it is—drawing nearer the time of the 
general apostacy. No, sir, I would not, if  I could, argue with the 
tongue of a theologian, for his views would not be my view s; and, 
so far from considering a day of darkness looming, I  can foreshadow 
none but the fairest prospects, and that these men whom you have 
named, instead of darkening the light, are lighting the darkness— 
leading the way to a reign of brightness out of the world of super 
stition and error. All these have been at their labours for years; 
the peculiar germ for their thoughts was born in the past, and does 
not belong to the present. The inactivity, the improbability, and 
the mummery of the religion of the land, has brought this class 
into being; creating doubters; men begin to reason upon their 
doubts, and when reason and established religion meet there must 
be war. They have laboured and are labouring to awaken error, 
to disarm superstition, and to put down priestly arbitrary power. 
You say, sir, that they have succeeded ; if they have not succeeded, 
I wish them every success; for every soul gained from priestly 
rule is a soul gained to the cause of reasonable truth; but then- 
labours, when finished, are but at the very commencement of God's 
approval of them. They are preparing the world for an era of 
change ; I would call them God's first elected pioneers, and they 
have committed the fault of stopping when the battle is not nearly 
finished. You scientists are not trying to prepare your hearts for 
new knowledge ; you are not stepping beyond these labours one bit. 
Their labours being according to the mission with which they have 
been entrusted, those labours being to undermine the power of the 
church, which has built up a system of false idolatrous and fanatical 
bigotry. The weapons they have used being extolling matter at 
the expense of mind, hence the rush of recruits to the infidel 
bands ; but ask even either of those persons ŵ hose names you have 
mentioned, ask them earnestly, Do you believe that man is a dual 
being, compounded of soul and body ? Do you think that they would 
use the words that you have used ? that such is but the theory of 
the ignorant and vicious, and that all systems that deal with or 
attempt to explain things metaphysical are i g n e s  f a t u i .  You will 
excuse me referring to your own words in your own words, but they 
were impressed upon me ; meaning that, although I did not under 
stand the meaning when I heard them, I understand them now. 
Oh, believe me, sir, that the highest of the scientists would go with 
you thus far and explain.’

“ Then this, sir, came from the sensitive’s lips: ‘ That hammer 
upon that stone is inert; impossible to move without force; but 
what is force ? what is it composed of P from what is it manifested P 
a while back, in this interview, you proved the existence of will- 
force ; you exerted your will for an object; your object transpired.
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can  y o u  toll m a  th e  ex ten t ,  th en ,  of t h a t  manifestation of force ? 
f r o m  w hence derived?  for w h a t  purpose obtained F can you  tell me 
th e  limits  of its capabilities P No, you  cannot. I  will prove to you 
t h a t  the  force of will is an ac tive  force ; a  pow er alike over matter, 
as well as m in d  ; le t  us jo in  our wills aud bo of one mind, one 
w i th  each other .  N ow, then ,  le t  us will, t h a t  th a t  ham m er leave 
th e  stone. "What, then ,  do you no t see the  ham m er has moved and 
fallen from th e  stone, w h ich  stands on the  board? W h a t ,  then, does 
th is  prove ? th e  ex te n t  of th e  pow er of will-forco over m ind ? No, 
b u t  i t  proves th a t  th e  force exercised and p u t  in motion by the 
w il l  of m an  has pow er to move m ateria l objects. B u t  you are 
startled, and  w e will no t  pursue th is  lino of argum ent any further ; 
b u t  you m ay  draw  m any useful inferences from these our experi 
m en ts  together.  T h is  is be tter  th an  any of your scientific lectures, 
for i t  has proved to  you th a t  mind-force has power over mattor, 
and  if you reason upon this experiment,  i t  will  lead you to th e  dual 
n a tu re  o f  m an. I t  is th e  in tervention , evidently, of the  A lm ighty  
G od I  believe in th a t  you should  know  H im  also, and  learn th a t  
a  knowledge of God can bo obtained otherwise than  by a  blind, un  
yield ing fa i th ,  for I  kuow i t . ’

“ T h e  sensitive then  said, ‘ I m u s t  ask you not to stay any longer; 
not t h a t  I  w ish  to  be inhospitable to  you ; bu t I  am fatigued w ith  
ta lk ing, and  would  n o t  have th e  l i t t le  w ork I  bavo to do delayed. 
You can come again and again ; for I  have not the power of denying 
you. nor th e  w ish  to  do so.’

“  A n d  so th e  sensitive told you, dear P . ,  th a t  i t  was a silent 
m e e t in g :  a lthough , on th e  contrary, i t  w as j u s t  th e  o ther  w a y ;  
a l th o u g h  beyond the  actual knowledge of th e  sensitive. H e  had 
a  fa in t  daw ning  th a t  he had  be t te r  make no comment.

“  I  allowed his hands, or ra th e r  his  r igh t  hand, whils t si tt ing  a t  
th e  machine, to  be controlled by another spirit, w hen  he commenced 
ta lk ing  ; and ,w hen  th e  o ther spirit commenced writing, I  commenced 
speaking, and, by  th e  abbreviated shorthand  notes of the visitor, 
due notice was taken of th is  strange action ; I  gave h im  th e  paper 
w h ich  was w ri t ten  upon, and after he glanced a t  th e  first few pages 
h is  hand  trem bled  visibly, for he h ad  noticed th e  tim e of the  com 
m encem ent  of th e  answer, w h ich  was th e  exact ins tan t of the  com 
m encem ent of the  w rit ing , n o t  only proving the  dual na tu re  of mind 
aud  body, b u t  proving dual minds in  th e  same body. T h e  spirit 
t h a t  controlled the  han d  of the  sensitive, was one th a t  was un  
for tunate ly  wrecked, and  perished by exposure to  th e  weather, 
w h ils t  clinging to th e  wreck. The nam e of th e  vessel was the 
D eutschland, I t  recorded th e  terrible experience he there  suffered, 
recorded the  agonies of the  w om en and the  children  on board of 
her, and  th e  courageousness of th e  stewardesses in try ing to allay 
th e i r  fears, and keeping th em  from despair. I t  described also the  
suicides th a t  took place in these awful passing hours— one passenger 
hanging  himself from the  saloon beams, w h ils t  ano ther lay w elter  
ing  in  his blood by a  self-inflicted w ound  on his wrists, others 
flinging them selves in to  th e  angry  waves. According to his 
description, four Sis ters of Mercy added to th e  general consternation 
by  the i r  te r r ib ly  cowardly  fears. The nearly  universal cry on 
b o a rd  being ‘ Oh God, make. T h y  w ill  know n quickly.’ H e  showed 
th is  paper to th e  sensitive. ‘ I  copied i t , ’ said th e  sensitive, ‘ because 
i t  is an inc ident t h a t  w as graven on my memory. I t  m u s t  have 
been done to  prove th e  independent power of m ind  over body.’ 
H e  d id  n o t  like to ad m i t  th a t  he had been under control.

“ One or ano ther  of your surroundings, dear sir, have their  duties 
delegated  to  th em  of a tten d in g  every interview between this visitor 
and  th e  sensitive. May G od in heaven bless you, and keep you, 
and spare you. M ay your life be a blessing to others as well 
as yourself. E d m u n d  Spenser, the poet, bids you good-night.” 
Fin is.

E v e ry  seance I  g e t  becomes more and  more wonderful. Control 
a f te r  contro l brings some new  plrnse of manifestation ; to me i t  is 
qu i te  c lear th a t  sooner or later, by such means as those last de 
scribed ones, th e  minds of m en  will  bo made to realise the ir  inde 
pendence o f  soul and  body, and to learn th a t ,  even w hils t  living, 
th e  soul can be detached from its body’ and another soul made to 
take  i ts  place, aud th a t  th e  soul, w hen  th ro u g h  its bodily decay or 
destruction  can  no longer retain  its abid ing place, t h a t  i t  exists 
in  space, carry ing w i th  i t  the  individuality i t  formed w hils t  in the 
body, an d  re ta in ing  th a t  indiv iduality  until, purged by expiation 
and  cleansed from earth  and  all earthly', i t  jo ins those bands of 
b r ig h t  and happy  spirits th a t  are ever working God’s behests in 
teach ing  and  raising  spirits from th e  e a r t h ; raising them  from 
erro r  and  bringing th em  up to th e i r  own b r ig h t  states.

A s fa r  as I  can see and judge, from th e  various controls I  have 
h ad ,  th e  obstruction to spiritual knowledge is no t so m uch from 
th e  m ateria lis t ,  whose reason has led h im  to re jec t  w h a t  blind 
faith  w ould  enforce w ith o u t  allowing reason to have its play, as 
from those w ho  have  p u t  reason to res t and accepted the  blasphe 
m ous doctrines of man-m ade creeds and religions. God has given 
to  m an  his reason, no t  to le t  it  lie by' the wall, but to  use it, to be 
up and  doing, to  be active no t  passive; and, as far as I  can see the 
fullow of th e  materia lis t  is far be tter  ground for spiritual t ru ths  
th a n  th e  field of the religionist whose mind is full of idle and 
w orth le ss  ideas of his Creator .  I  should no t be at all astonished 
if th is  vis itor became a g rea t  leader in  th is  Sp ir i tua l  Movement. 
L .  has told me he can feel his power w henever he sits  w ith  him.

D u r in g  these Controls I  am  almost as m uch  a machine as the 
medium.0 I  a lm ost mechanically  record w h a t  he says, scarcely 
k n o w in g  w h a t  I  am  w rit ing .  I  should a t  the  close of the si tt ing 
hav e  liked to have asked a  few questions, only I  was imperfectly 
acq u a in ted  w i th  w h a t  passed. T he  only incident th a t  I  did refer 
to  was th e  h am m er .  I  said to th e  medium, “ Did a  ham m er fall

w hils t  you w ere si tt ing  ?” l i e  said, “ N o t  th a t  I  am aware of. I 
saw th e  visitor pick up a ham m er from off the floor th a t  is gene 
rally  on tho stone on the  table, and he said something about ‘ fine 
w ire.’ ” I  expect I  shall soon ge t  this  cleared up. I  will try first 
and get tho writ ing  concerning the wreck of the  Deutschland.

CAPTAIN KINDLY’S SPIRIT-BAND.
By t h e  W i d e -Aw a k e  Dr e a m e r .

Spir itualism  had become a great public question throughout tho 
country, aud minds of every class were occupied w ith  the discussion 
of its principles. I t  was near Christmas time, and, improbable 
though  i t  m ig h t  seem, th is  same Spiritualism formed part of tho 
a ttractions of the season. Many meetings were held, addressed by 
well-known leaders of the Movement, the most prominent party 
of advocates or teachers being Captain K indly  and his Spirit Band. 
A h  ! hare is a large and well-known hall, and the  Captain and his 
comrades are holding forth th is  very evening. L e t  us enter and 
part ic ipa te  in th e  proceedings.

A round  the  sides and hack of the ample platform, in a double 
row, is seated a  homogeneous party  of highly respectable people, 
many of them  women. All ranks are represented, some of gentle 
blood and elegant manners being conspicuous. The Captain in the 
midst, and his Band sitting' on each side of him, wearing a neat 
and  significant decoration, occupy the front of the stage. The body 
of the  hall is crowded w ith  a respectable and attentive audience, 
come evidently for the purpose of gaining knowledge.

The double rows on the platform rise and sing, w ith  extraordi 
nary  effect a  melody, both the words and musical composition of 
w hich  are novel, v e t  the effect on the  inner mind is pleasantly 
familiar. Before i t  is finished most of the audience have joined in 
as it  were intuit ively ; all seemed of one mind, and in harmony 
of spirit.

Then Captain Kindly, a  tall,  commanding gentleman of seme 
sixty years of age, rose to his feet, and advancing to a table on 
w hich  choice flowers were arranged, thus addressed the meet 
i n g : —

My dear countrymen: as you are all aware, I  have spent the best 
p a r t  of my life in the  service of my country, either in leading her 
forces on to combat or in repelling the  enemy from the occupancy 
of provinces recently acquired by our armies. In  all th a t  I have 
done, I  have acted conscientiously aud with energy, and no doubt 
under the  circumstances, aud my then s ta te  of mind, I  did my duty 
as I know best. F o r  some time I  have retired on an ample pension, 
derived from th e  labours and ingenuity of you, my fellow-country 
men. B u t  th e  study of Spiritualism aroused my attention to the 
false position w hich  I have in the past occupied, and since I 
became th e  humble ins trum ent of spirit-influence, I  have been led, 
instead of conquering foreign peoples, to learn to subdue myself 
and devote myself to  the real welfare of my people, instead of 
flattering their  vanity  at the expense of their means, w hich , in 
other words, is their  liberty. YTes, ladies and gentlemen, every 
farthing th a t  now accrues to me ou account of my military service, I 
expend on the  welfare of my country. As a Spiritualist and a gen 
tleman, I  declare th a t  it  is impossible for me to subsist upon the 
price of blood. I  see enemies far more dangerous to my country’s 
welfare than the thousands of men of other latitudes tha t  I  have 
helped to consign to a violent death, and all the expiation I  can 
make during mv brief stay on this planet, is to use every means at 
my command to  overcome aud drive out completely the real 
enemies of dear old E ngland— ignorance, grossness, aud selfishness, 
which have hitherto, in the national pulicy both a t  home and 
abroad, found too ample expression. These are tho foes th a t  grind 
us in slavery, and, aided by the Lord of Hosts, i t  is the duty of 
the  true soldier to overcome them. Comrades, are you ready for the 
contest ?

In  response, an animating and warlike dit ty  was sung, which 
stirred the audience up to a fine pitch of enthusiasm. The speakers 
were strangely influenced. They rose and spoke, one^ after the 
other, as they seemed to he impressed. W e  can only give a brief 
notice of their remarks.

Jo h n  Sm ith  said : I  first heard of Spiritualism during the debate 
between Mr. Bradlaugh and Mr. Burns, a t  the Hall of Science. I  
though t as a freethinker, I  had a  r igh t  to look into this matter for 
myself, and I  can tell you hundreds of secularists followed in the  
same path. My wife never would give in to my infidel notions, 
and she was afraid th a t  this  Spir itualism was another form of 
the same thing. She soon found out her mistake. Bless you, 
b o y s ! I  never loved anybody or anything hut myself till I  became 
a Spir itualist.  Of course I  was honest, because of its being tho 
“ best policy,” but outside of th a t  I  regarded a l l—wife, world, aud 
my own body as playthings, to take us much fun and amusement 
out of as possible. I  soon became ashamed of the social views of 
the  Secularist, renounced the domestic practices recommended by 
their leaders, and became aware of the glorious fact th a t  my wife 
is a woman, and ought to he treated  as such, and my word for it, 
our home is now tho abode of love and mutual respect. Why, 
Spir itualism, I  say i t —and I  am ready to maintain it  before the 
world, or bo th  worlds, aye i f  there were a million of th em —that 
Spiritualism is as much superior to Secularism as the highest type 
of manhood is to the lowest. There, that 's  w h a t  I  have got to 
say.

Bangor Jones said : I  was brought up in a  Christian family; but 
th e  dogmas of the catechism and of th e  Church never could come 
home to me. Though I  had no particular religion, ye t  I  never was 
w h a t  may be called irreligious. I  felt as if I  waited for something
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to turn up, and what was that but Dr. Hods’ eloquent lectures on 
Electrical Psychology.’’ Hero, to mo, was a revelation. Tbo 

study of this work was followed by works on Spiritualism, and at 
once I said to myself: This is wlmt; I have been expecting. In 
Spiritualism I see an explanation of all that pertains to the im 
mortal nature of man. In this statement 1 do not allude to the 
physical phenomena merely. It is necessary to begin with these, 
and, after having become acquainted with the various forms of 
mediuinship and how spirits operate, then the inner philosophy may 
be studied with advantage. J'ivory family should have a spirit 
circle, as a knowledge of this subject should form part of the prac 
tical education of every human being. No one can teach you to 
any great extent; you must find out for yourselves. Form circles 
at home, and when you are in a position to profit by instruction, 
some of our band of visitors will give you a look in some evening 
and see bow you are going on. Our Captain has provided for you 
a little tract, which take home and read, and it will tell you where 
you can obtain further information. [W e re-produce the tract 
alluded to.]

R U L E S  A N D  C O N D I T I O N S  F O R  T H E  S P I R I T - C I R C L E .
A tm ospheric Co n d it io n s .—The phenomena cannot be successfully elicited 

In very warm, sultry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder ami lightning and 
magnetic disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very moist, or when there 
is much rain, or storms of wind. A warm, dry atmosphere is best, as it presents 
the mean between all extremes, and agrees with the harmonious state of man's 
organism winch is proper for the manifestation of spiritual phenomena. A 
subdued light or darkness iuoreases the power and facilitates control.

Lo c a l  Co n d it io n s .—The room in which a circle is held for development, or 
Investigation should bo set apart for that purpose. I t  should bo comfortably 
warmed and ventilated, but draughts or currents of air should bo avoided. Those 
persons composing the circle should meet, in the room about an hour before the 
Ixperiments commence; the same sitters should attend each time, and occupy the 
lame places. This maintains the peculiar magnetic conditions necessary to the 
production of the phenomena. A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it up.

P b rstoi.oatCAi. Co n d it io n s .—The phenomena aro produced by a vital force 
emanating from the sitters, which the spirits use as a connecting link between 
themselves and objects. Certain temperaments give off this power; others emit 
an opposite influence. If the circle is composed of persons with suitable tempera 
ments, manifestations will take place readily; if the contrary be the ease, much 
perseverance will be necessary to produce results. If both kinds of temperament 
are present, they require to bo arranged so as to produce harmony in the psychical 
atmosphere evolved from them. The physical manifestations especially depend 
upon temperament. If a circle does not succeed, changes should be made in the 
sitters till the proper conditions aro supplied.

Me n t a l  Co n d it io n s .—All forms of mental excitement are detrimental to 
success. Those with strong and opposite opinions should not sit together: 
opinionated, dogmatic, and positive people nve better out of the circle and room. 
Parties between whom there are feelings of envy, hate, contempt, or other 
inharmonious sentiment, should not sit at the same circle. The vicious and crude 
should be excluded from all such experiments. The minds of the sitters should 
be in a passive rather than an active state, possessed by the love of truth and of 
mankind. One harmonious and fully-developed individual is invaluable in the 
formation of a circle.

Th e  Cir c l e  should consist of from three to ten persons of both sexes, and 
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table. Cane-bottomed chairs or those with 
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs. Mediums and sensatives should 
never sit on stuffed chairs, cushions, or sofas used by other persons, ns the 
influences which accumulate in the cushions often affect the mediums unpleasantly. 
The active aud quiet, the fair and dark, the ruddy and pale, male and female, 
should be seated alternately. If there is a medium present, he or she should 
occupy the end of the table with the back to the novtli. A mellow mediumistic 
person should be placed on each side of the medium, and those most positive 
should be at the opposite corners. No person should be plaoed behind the 
medium. A circle may represent a horseshoe magnet, with the medium placed 
between the poles.

1 Co n d u c t  a t  t h e  Cir c l e .—The sitters should place their hands on the table, 
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agreeable con 
versation, singing, reading, or invocation may be engaged In—anything that will 
tend to harmonise the minds of tlioso present, and unite them in one purpose, la 
in order. By engaging in such exercises the circle may be made very profitable 
apart from the manifestations. Bitters should not desire anything in particular, 
but unite in being pleased to receive that which is best for all. The director of 
the circle should sit opposite the medium, and put all questions to the spirit, and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes of the conditions and proceedings. 
Manifestations may take place in a few minutes, or the circle nwy sit many times 
otfore any result occurs. Under these oiroumstances it is well to change the 
positions of the sitters, or introduce new elements, till success is achieved. When 
the table begins to tilt, or when raps occur, do not be too impatient to get answers 
to questions. When the table can answer questions by giving three tips or raps 
for “ Yes,” and one for “ No,” it may assist in placing the sitters properly. The 
spirits or intelligences which produce the phenomena should be treated with the 
same courtesy and consideration as yon would desire for yourselves if you were 
Introduced into the company of strangers for their personal benefit. At the same 
time, the sit ters should not on any account allow their judgment to bo warped or 
their good senso imposed upon by spirits, whatever their professions may be. 
Reason with them kindly, firmly, and considerately.

I n t e r c o u r s e  w it h  Sp i r i t s  is carried on by various means. The simplest is 
three tips of the table or raps for “ Yes,” aud one for “ No.” By this means the 
spirits can answer in the affirmative or negative. By calling over the alphabet 
the spirits will rap nt. the proper letters to constitute a message. Sometimes the 
hand of a sitter is shaken, then a pencil should be placed in the hand, when the 
spirits may write by it automatically. Other sitters may become entranced, and 
the spirits use the vocal organs of such mediums to speak. The spirits 
sometimes impress mediums, while others aro clairvoyant, and see the spirits, 
nnd messages from them written in luminous letters in tlio atmosphere. Some 
times the table and other objects are lifted, moved from place to place, and even 
through closed doors. Patiently and kindly seek for tests of identity front loved 
ones in tlio spirit-world, nnd exercise caution respecting spirits wito make extrava 
gant pretensions of any kind. • ;

Be f o r e  proceeding with their investigations, inquirers into Spiritualism 
should correspond with Mr. Burns, Proprietor of the Spiritual Institution, 15, 
Southampton Row, London, W.O., who will gladly forward a packet of publica 
tions aud useful information gratis. Stamps should in all oases he enclosed lor 
return postage. Deputations of mediums or lecturers may bo arranged for to 
visit any locality where public meetings or seances can bo instituted.

Solon Wiseman, a retired city [merchant, said it was a great 
mistake to suppose that the Diblo was opposed to Spiritualism. In 
truth the Bible could not be understood without a practical 
acquaintance with the methods of spiritual manifestation. This 
view the speaker sustained by many illustrations.

Rev. Philemon Jude gave it as his opinion, as a theological 
studenl, Unit the dogmas of all religious systems and their rites and 
ceremonies were merely symbols, and were not to bo believed in 
literally. Spiritualism was really the demonstration of theological 
science, and showed what these changes in the spiritual nature 
of man meant, which are symbolised in the terms salvation, 
redemption, atonement, punishment, &c., &c., used by the churches.

When priestcraft declined and Spiritualism became understood and 
taught, sectarianism on tlio one hand, and unbelief on the other, 
would bo equally impossible. This speaker went into many par 
ticulars, manifesting great erudition on hie part.

Several others spoke, when a man rather marred by life’s excesses, 
and somewhat poorly clad, roso in the body of the hall, and said he 
desired permission to say a few words, though ho had not, as yet, 
sufficient self-reliance to desire a position in the ranks with 
Captain Kindly. His life had boon a wasted one, and yet to do 
evil had not been his desire. There was something that seemed to 
impel him into courses that only plunged him into moral ruin 
and physical sullering. Recently ho had been led, as it were, into 
a family of Spiritualists, who knew nothing of hit career. 
But the wifo, a clairvoyant medium, read all his past life 
like a book, and, by her description, showed him that she was 
better acquainted with him than lie was himself. lie  became 
convinced that Iter theory was correct, that lie was a medium 
without knowing it, and had, in addition to Ids own foolish and 
evil acts, been the victim of spirits of a low class. In the circle lie 
had been influenced by the spirit of his mother, who passed away 
when he was a child. Truly he might say he had become a child 
once more, and was receiving that loving attention from a mother, 
though in spirit-life, to which, in the past, ho had been a stranger. 
He now spent his spare coins in promoting moral ends, and found 
his new occupations for more agreeable than the habits of bis past 
life. To him he could truly say, that Spiritualism had been a 
power unto salvation.

Sir Charles Cheerful, Bart., then rose and said that he had come 
up to town to give his experience of Spiritualism down in the 
shires. For many years he had studied this subject in private, but 
latterly lie had put it to the test, aud tried to live according to its 
teachings. There is, said Sir Charles, no safety for the Spiritualist 
who plays with the matter of spirit-intercourse, and reduces it to 
a mere intellectual theory. It is a living truth, or it is a delusion. 
It is the voice of the Eternal God speaking His will in every fibre 
of our being, and informing us of the path we must follow in all 
the relttionsof life. We have adopted its divine suggestions 
largely down iu our shire. I am free with my land, and the 
people are equally free with their labour, and as a result we 
know nothing of bad times. I have expended my rents these 
live years in an experimental school of agriculture and horti 
culture. Besides these branches, we have workshops of ail 
kinds. We have more work, more produce, and more of everything, 
except hardship and grumbling. Talk about farms to let and 
emigration ! why we could occupy the land on both sides if we 
could only set it up on end, and get at the under surface of i t ; and 
the other word must be spelt Immigration, for instead of people 
leaving the district they come flocking to it from every direction. 
My laud increases in value every year, aud my people, who live on 
it, correspondingly increase iu wealth aud comfort. But I would 
scorn to set a commercial value on that with which, as a gentle 
man, I am entrusted for the good of the people. Cheerful Hall is 
becoming quite an important local centre, nnd.the influence of 
Lady Cheerful aud myself is infinitely increased, and we are far 
happier. Indeed, I make hold to say, that, under the old system, 
wo suffered more than the labouring classes. We were seldom 
well, and did not know what ailed us. we had to travel abroad 
part of the year “  seekiug health,” killing time, robbing our own 
country and fattening the foreigner. We have found out, like 
hundreds around us, that there is “ no place like home,” and aided 
by such men as our gallant captain, I shall strive my utmost to 
put that song, with a new accompaniment, into every Englishman's 
mouth. We have a local Spirit Band, of which I have the honour 
to be captain, and Lady Cheerful directs the corps of visitors, and 
when any of you have occasion to pass down our way we will make 
you heartily welcome nt Cheerful Ilall.

With speeches and song the night sped on, and a thrilling mani 
festation of the power of the immortals, which appeared over the 
platform to everyone present, and struck home the truth to every 
heart, closed the proceedings with a heavenly benediction. It was 
some time before we could decide whether we had been in the Laud 
of Fancies or nt home in Merrie England : very much merrier in 
deed it seemed than ever we had seen it before.’

No. 1 Cir c l e , 1ft, So u t h a m pt o n  R o w , L o n d o n , W.O.—Every Tuesday 
evening punctually at S p.ui. Regular medium, Mr. W. Towns. Other 
mediums at limes. Healing, test, and trance. The addresses are almost 
invariably of a practical and philosophical kind, dealing with the uiuoh- 
lteeded social and sanitary reforiue.

Dr. Monc k’s health is in a very critical condition. ITe is spitting up 
blood in an alarming manner, and his state of weakness is such that he 
is forbidden to write. Many kind friends will, therefore, accept this 
announcement as an answer to their correspondence. The testimonial 
is being pushed on, and it is imperative that what is done should be 
effected immediately, ns delay during this weather is dangerous. Prince
----- has promised to contribute, and the friends, who defended Dr.
Monok three years ago, do not desert him now. No person who lias 
taken the trouble to observe, lor a moment believes that Dr. Mouok was 
guilty of imposition in the matter for which lie suffered, and tbo 
extraordinary manifestations seen through bis mediuinship—that of 
spirit-forms materialising from liis side in a good light, since bis 
liberation—prove that he was much more of a medium than be pro- 
tossed to be. For an account of these manifestations, see “ The Latest 
Phases of Materialisation.” By Rev. T'hos. Colley, now Doan of Natal, 
Published by J, Burns, 1ft, Southampton Row, Price 4d,
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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
What think you, non-spiritualistic reader, of our Christmas 

Number!' It is tho fashion for Christmas publications to be well 
spiced with ghost stories and allusions to spiritual manifestation 
and magnetic inlluence, tho writers all tho time labouring to 
impress their readers that they do not at all boliovo in tho appear 
ance of spirits to men still in tho flesh. Not to speak too harshly, 
this is what may ho called fooling tho reader, an impertinence 
which no publisher should inflict on his patrons. On the other 
hand, wo know that all we say of spirit-manifestation is strictly 
true, and instead of making the intelligent reader’s flesh creep with 
weak-minded, superstitious dread, it lias the effect of opening the 
mind up to the beauties of existence, and creating within, the 
most genuine gratitude to God for spiritual blessings which aro 
now being added to all the conveniencies which scientific discovery 
has conferred upon us. Reader, send to the Spiritual Institution, 
15, Southampton Row, for a Packet of information, supplied gratis, 
and commence tho investigation of Spiritualism.

W e  direct the reader’s attention to tho article entitled 
“ Historical Controls,” that strangers to our columns may better 

understand the nature of tho communication. These articles have 
been continued in tho Me d i u m  for two j'ears, and many of the 
most notable personages of history have communicated. The sub 
ject of this present one is in continuation of that of last week. L., 
tho medium or sensitive, goes to the chambers of A. T. T. P., the 
recorder, passes into the franco or under control. In that state ho 
is unconscious; hut through his organism “ Edmund Spenser,” the 
poet, addresses tho recorder, giving an accountofa conversation which 
the medium had with a “visitor,” who is a materialist. But while L., 
tho medium, who is a mechanic, was holding that conversation with 
tho materialist, ho was bending over his machine, and though, un 
conscious of it, lie was all the time under control—entranced with 
his eyes opon, so that the visitor thought ho was speaking and 
answering him in the normal state. The whole argument is repro 
duced by the Control to the recorder at his chambers, and it is 
also stated that while tho medium, L., was conversing with his 
materialistic visitor, his hand was, at tho same time, writing tho 
narrative of a spirit which passed from the body at the wreck of 
the D e u t s c h la n d ,  thus showing that two spirits were communicat 
ing through tho medium at the samo time : one orally, and tho 
other by writing. By will-power it appears that a hammer was 
made to fall down, being a manifestation after tho manner of the 
power used by Madame Blavatsky, whoso work is described in an 
article by Mrs. I lollis-Billiug. Tho most mysterious part of tho 
matter is that this materialistic visitor is a stranger who has not 
yet been identified, though Ihose communications have referred to 
him in several recent numbers of the Me d i u m . The notes taken 
down from the lips of tho entranced medium have not been 
amended in any way, so that there is a slight irregularity in the 
uso of the first and third person in several instances.

N e x t  w e e k  wo  will give Mr. Oxley’s article on tho nature and 
origin of tho Bible and other sacred hooks. Our first number for 
1880 will contain tho succeeding chapter of “ The Philosophy of 
Spirit,” illustrated by an engraving of tho likeness of “ Busiris tho 
Ancient,” A. T. T. P.’s chief Control, who it is said wrote the 
Mahabarata in India thousands of years ago. The engraving is 
from a drawing done through tho hands of L., A. T. T. P.’s 
medium.

O n  tho wrapper of this number is repeated engravings of spirit- 
faces, which wore given a few weeks ago, hut the edition was soon 
><>ld out, Tho descriptive article may now bo had in a separate 
form, /n ice 2d. The medium through whom these manifestations

were obtained is still in London. Letters desiring sittings may he 
addressed Mr. A. Furman, 15, Southampton Row, W.O.

W e  regret that wo have been unable to insert tho usual notices 
this week.

An o t u k u  edition of the Christinas Number will ho ready on 
Monday. Orders should bo sent immediately.

I n t h o d u c t io n s  to Mrs. Billing may he obtained at 15, South 
ampton Row, W.O.

MADAME II. P. BLAVATSKY.
B y Mas. Ma h y  .1. I I o l i . i s - B i l l i n o .

The Modern Movement, in favour of a new and more extended 
knowledge of Spiritual and Occult Science, has raised up an order 
of thinkers and workers of extraordinary interest, of whoso modes 
of thought and powers of performance the awakenod intellect is at 
all times desirous of becoming more fully acquainted. Of these, 
a unique specimen presents itself in tho person of Madame 
Blavatsky, occupying as she does a foremost place in the depart 
ment of Work as well as that of Thought. And so many inquiries 
have come to me respecting her, from widely different sources, that 
I feel I cannot hotter answer these questions than by writing a 
brief account of her visit of two weeks, at my bouse in Norwood, 
near London, in January last.

As a companion and friend, I found her to be most genial, 
pleasant, and reliable, and as a linguist, pianist, and writer, I believe 
her to be the most extraordinary woman of the ago. In saying 
this, I think I have not in the least exaggerated her powers. To 
give an instance : I heard her converse with great rapidity in live 
different languages, and the persons with whom she conversed said 
she spoke tho languages perfectly.

She is a person of massive build and expressive features, more of 
the masculine than feminine type, capable of gigantic tasks hut 
oblivious of mere trifles; amused at those slight annoyances which 
would irritate little minds ; strong in her likes and dislikes, and, 
as a consequence, infallible in her intuitive grasp of human 
character and capability.

Respecting tho wonderful things, for tho production of which 
she is famous, 1 will give the testimony of my own eyes as to tho 
phenomena which were witnessed in my house while sho was my 
guest. I. will, in tho first place, endeavour to give an imperfect 
description of what took placo one afternoon. As a gentleman and 
myself were sitting, talking to Madame, we noticed her face and 
hair growing dark in hue, until her hair was changed from its 
natural (light) colour to almost black, and her face at the same 
time became as dark as that of any East Indian I ever saw. While 
these appearances were being manifested she seemed to be engaged 
in deep thought. I addressed her, and said: “Madame, are you 
aware of the change that has taken piano in your complexion and 
hair?” Her reply was “ Yes,” but she offered no explanation. 
In a few minutes she went out into tho lmll, where she remained 
about live minutes, and then returned. Her hair and face were of 
their natural colour when she re-entered our presence; all of 
which seemed very remarkable to the gentleman and to myself.

When she first came to me at Norwood sho was evidently in 
great haste to proceed on her journey to India, and expressed her 
determination to remain with me only a low days. Many of her 
friends wore not a little disappointed at this short visit, and were 
clamorous to obtain a further opportunity of enjoying her society. 
Madame, however, insisted that unless she received orders from 
her friends in India to prolong her stay, it would bo impossible for 
her to do so. On tho Sunday after her arrival she went into her 
bed-room and tlioro received a message, written on a handkerchief, 
in which sho was granted liberty to stay some days longer with us. 
This, it must ho confessed, was a very curious incident, but to the 
sceptical mind there was wanted some proof that the inscription 
was not placed by Madame on the handkerchief by some process 
known to herself. So I thought over the matter and came to tho 
conclusion that if she really possessed tho power that I had heard 
of hor using, and which sho claimed to have, there could be no 
better time for mo to see somo incontrovertible evideuco of it. 
Accordingly, one evening at the dinner table I asked Col. Olcott to 
give me the handkerchief on which the message, purporting to 
come from India, Lad been written. His answer was: “ I never 
give anyLhing of tins kind away.” i then turned to Madame 
Blavatsky and asked her if she would favour me with one of those 
written messages. She replied “ I am tired of bringing these 
handkerchiefs.” She then requested Ool. Olcott to ask me what 1 
wanted hor to do. I looked over the table to see what 1 could ask 
for that would bo most dillicult to bring. I soon made up my mind, 
and requested that a teapot, ft cruet-stand, or a teacup and saucer 
might lie brought to me. No sooner had I spoken tho words than a 
curious toapot, which J have now in my possession, was placed on the 
table. Madame onlyput her hand under the tablofor it; where it came 
from I am unable to explain. Of one thing I am certain, that I had no 
such articlo about tho house, nor till that moment was it proposed 
that I should ask for such a thing to bo produced in Hint manner.

Air. 0. 0. Massey, who was standing just behind Madame, said, 
“ Oh, am I to be slighted ; will you not give mo something P” She 
answered, “ What do you want?” lie said in reply, “A card-case, 
or a tobacco-pouch—something i can wear about with mo.” She 
at once replied, “ Go into the hall, and you will lind something in 
your coat pocket.” Mr. Massey had come in after wo had sat down 
to dinner, and Madumo B, hud not loft tho tahlo. On going into
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the hall Mr. Massey found in his pocket a card-case containing the 
signature of a friend. To me this was a remarkable test—one that 
I venture to say places the power of Madame B. beyond doubt. 
She does not claim that she is aided in these works by spirits or 
anything outside her own will. Of course I cannot vouch for the 
correctness of this theory: I only give the facts as I witnessed 
them. What I saw during the two weeks she spent with me was 
unlike anything I had ever experienced ; and my knowledge of the 
phenomena of modern mediumship is not by any means of a limited 
description.

Madame Blavatsky is doing a great and good work in India. She 
is a leading contributor to The Theosophist, a monthly magazine 
published in Bombay, and the organ of the Theosophical Society, 
of which Col. Olcott is president. By Theosophy the members of 
the Society seek to explain man's inner nature, its relations to the 
outer universe, aud how such miracles as I have just described can 
be accomplished. The goodwill, kindness, and respectful attention 
with which she has everywhere been received in the East by all 
classes, has been somewhat marred by the action of the Govern 
ment, which, intluenced by erroneous information, suspected her as 
a Russian spy. Madame B., like the Society just named, takes no 
part in politics, nor does she and her co-workers notice creedal dif 
ferences. The whole ambition and highest desire of these studious 
minds is to enlighten Man on the most momentous questions that 
can engage his attention, and by making each mind acquainted 
with its highest and immortal interests, thereby elevating it above 
those sectic differences and unfraternal antagonisms which prevent 
peace and goodwill from being universal among mankind.

M A T  GOD P I T Y  T H E M —T H E  PO OR.
As one ev’ning, cold and  weary,
I  recrossed the  river dreary,

By the rails I  saw a woman, looking wretched and  forlorn ;
Drawing nigh I  heard her weeping 
Bitterly and  low repeating,

“ O ! E te rn a l  One in Heaven, would I  never had  been born.”
Then, as if in  tribulation,
She looked u p  for consolation,

B u t  the only answer to  her prayers seemed howling wind and snow ; 
Then she downward cast her glances 
A t the river 's dark advances,

And its waves they seemed to bellow, “ Ju s t  a  leap and  end your woe.”

“ Sister, pray  what is the meaning 
O; this misery and weeping?

O h !  why doubt the care of H eav ’n ? ” I  asked ; “ W h y  seek a wat’ry 
shroud ?

Tell me, weak and lonely hearted,
H as t  thou  from thy loved ones parted ? ”

And before she ventured to reply she wept— she wept aloud :
“ In  a house, obscure and empty,
Garnished once with love and plenty,

Lies my only child, my darling boy, ha lf  famished on his bed :
N ot a spark to warm his fingers—
To dispel the cold which lingers 

I n  a chamber ringing with the  cry— 1 Dear mamma, give me bread.’
“ Mighty G o d ! oh, hear my pleading !
AngeL hosts, by interceding,

Oh avert, avert the doom before! forgive the course tha t’s run  ;
Save my darl ing  from starvation,
Save myself from degradation.

Oh! if mercy is still exercised, O God ! protect my son,”
T hen  o’ercome with deep emotion,
And like one in  rap t  devotion,

On her bended knees she fell, and fixed her  gaze into the sk y ;
And like April sunshine gleaming 
Through the gloom and joys revealing 

O’er h e r  features broke a peaceful smile, and  soft she said, “ I  die 1”
“ Yes, I  feel tha t  I  am dying :
Spirit-forms are multiplying,

A nd  I  hear my mother saying—‘ Welcome to a home of joy !’
God be praised for this glad meeting—
F or the angel’s kindly greeting,

F a re  thee well! Farewell kind s t ran g er! save and  bless my orphan boy.”
Reader, ’ere perhaps to-morrow 
Fate  may launch  a shaft of sorrow 

T h a t  will penetrate  your bosom and destroy your happiness ;
So remember—Oh ! remember,
In  this bitter, bleak December,

Those w ho starve and faint around you—pining—dying in distress.
Let us, heart and band uniting,
To our Cause all souls inviting,

Stretch a  flaming girdle ’round the world of harmony and love !
And our gratitude upwelling,
Like a glorious anthem swelling,

Shall roll onward— blessing as it ro lls—to Him who reigns above.
T. C. E.
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TH E LIG H T IN  TH E CLOUDS.
E t  C A R O L I N E  C O R N E R . '

Twixt W ill and  F a te ,” “ The Slinkensmirk F am ily ,” Ac. Ac.

M a n c h e s t e r .—A tea-meeting and concert will take place on Christmas 
Day, a t  83, Chapel Street, Salford.

M r , F l e t c h e r  desires us to announce, that by general desire the Stein 
way H a ll  Lectures will begin at 7 o’clock, instead of a t  6, as a t  present.

N e w c x s t l e -o n -T y n e .—Rev. W. Stoddart will lecture on Sunday evening 
on “ The Ghost of the Past ,” and on Monday evening on “ The New 
E ra .”

Go sw e l l  H i l l , 290, Goswell R u d . — On Sunday evening Mies 
Keeves gave a moBt eloquent trance-oration, and an addrees by A .l’ .T .P  
excited much interest. On Sunday next Mr. E. W . Wallis will gi ve an 
inspirational oration at 7 o’clock.

“ For there is nothing covered th a t  shall no t be re v e a le d : ne ither  h id  
th a t  shall no t be known.”—Luke xii., 2.

“ And now, men, see n o t  the brigh t light which is in  the clouds.”— 
Job  xxxvii . ,  21.

I t  was a typical November day, raw-cold and  foggy. L it t le  wonder 
th a t  the city merchants aud  brokers jostled one another in the ir  eager 
endeavours to reach the divers conveyances which were to convey them 
to their surburbau homes. Men, middle-aged, old, and young, pushed 
the ir  way, regardless of interruptions, and invulnerable to  the plaintive 
voice of the youngest and  less experienced of the flower-girls, who, 
with sunken cheek and  hollow eye, implored each passer-by to purchase 
one of her tiny bouquets. Maybe their hearts  were chilled bv the  in  
clemency of the weather,  or th a t  their  thoughts and  inclinations were 
far removed from their  present uncongenial surrou i.d ings; at anv rate 
few purchasers seemingly were forthcoming tha t evening.

Six o’clock had struck. In  the office of Mess-s. Buffin Bros, and 
Shrimp, the clerks were engaged in clearing away and arranging fo r  the 
morrow, when

‘ Tina, ling ," resounded the hand-bell of senior partner No. 2. N .B.— 
The firm was comprised of th ree :  Thomas Buffin, or Buffin senior, a? 
he was more generally known, was accustomed to summon one of the 
staff of employes with a single reverberation of the bell, whilst his junior,  
Jam es Shrimp, was expected to request attendance by a treble repeti 
tion, thus, “ ling, ting, ting.”

I n  answer, away ran  a bullet-headed youth, fresh from the country, 
who had been deriving infinite amusement from drawing amateurish 
caricatures on the blotting paper, and carving bis initials on every avail 
able place with a very inelegant sort of pocket-knife.

Yes, sir ; I  am here, sir.” W ith  a face as red as a tomato, and pull 
ing a t  a lock of rebellious h a i r  that would not keep in its place, no t 
withstanding frequent and lavish applications of a  specially prepared, 
home-made pomaide, which had been thoughtfully packed, along with 
a diversity of luxuries, by his fond maternal parent, p r io r  to his s ta r t  
ing for the great metropolis.

‘ Well, Lumpkin, my lad, I  am glad to see your beaming physiog 
nomy.” (Lumpkin wondered what in tbe world tha t  might be;  but, 
standing open-mouthed, made no comment thereon.)

To be sure it’s not one of tbe cleanest, though. Never mind, my 
boy; all in good t im e; we’ll make a man of you, Lumpkin,” asserted 
Josiah Buffin, a gleam of the comic glistening in his clear blue eye. 
Then assuming a more grave aspect he continued—

Aud now to business, Lumpkin. Business first, play afterwards, it 
should be. You see your master is not always right— far from it. 
Listen to me, lad. Take care to follow in the footsteps of the be.-t 
example; act up to your conscience; remember ‘honesty is the best 
policy,’ aud now, tell Mr. Snaffles I  want him.”

Willi a muttered acquiescence the youth awkwardly sidled out of the 
office, and delivered the message to Mr. Snaflles, the confidential clerk 
to the firm.

“ Ab, Mr. Snaflles,” quoth Mr. Josiah, when tbe former made his 
appearance. “ How fares the world with you ?”

Complacently, sir, complacently,” was the suave response, the 
speaker meanwhile pursuing his old habit of chafing either hand.

“ And yourself, sir, and Mr. Buffin, I  t ru s t—”
“ My brother’s health continues bad—very bad. I  am afraid ho will 

have to remain for the winter in  the south of France.”
“ Dear, dear,” Snaffles purred, and appeared much concerned.
“  H as tha t affair of Bentinck and Hodge’s been rectified ? tbe accounts 

made to ta l ly ?”
“ Yes, s i r ;  it was owing to carelessness— sheer carelessness on their 

p a r t—as usual. I  went myself and discovered the error to their entire 
satisfaction ; they wished me to convey their apologies—”

“ Yery good; mistakes may easily be made,” pu t  in  the good-natured 
Josiah Buffin.

“ Not so easily rectified, sir.”
“ You are right, Snaffles. Aud now, is there anything else before we 

leave to -n ig h t? ’’
“ There’s Munroe—”
“ Ah, attend to tha t  yourself. W e have every confidence in you. 

You can best explain and settle matters in th a t  quarter.  Has the 
brougham come ? I t ’s late to-night.”

“ I will make inquiries, and you shall be informed in one minute— 
iu one minute, sir.” Exit Mr. Snaffles on tip-toes, closing the door 
noiselessly behind him. At the expiration of the aforesaid interval an 
announcement was made to the effect th a t  tbe carriage was in attend 
ance ; and  Mr. Josiah, with a genial “ good n ig h t” to those of k 'e 
employes who yet remained, forthwith prepared to take his departure.

“ H urr- rh  ! what a night for anybody to be a b o u t!” mentally ejacu 
lated Bufflu, juu., while poking about with his gold-beaded stick to 
seoure the right way in the dingy light.

“ Egad! what’s th a t ? ” he exclaimed, aloud this time, as a feeble cry 
issued from a corner still darker than the rest.

“  Some poor stray kitten, I ’ll lay a  wager. Here, Smedley, bring 
the lamp this way. I ’ll send for some tuilk; poor beast! it shan’t starve
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i f  I  can  h e lp  it . I ’ll  take  i t  hom e w ith  m e : i t  w ill  am use  o u r  baby, 
M ay  ; bless her,  how  she will  crow !”

T hese  th o u g h ts  occupied th e  m ind  o f  th e  k ind-hearted ,  old gen tle  
m an , w hen h is  se rv an t  appeared ,  lam p  in h an d ,  an d  w i th  a  cynical 
sm ile  on h is  chiselled  features, whioh had been likened by one of his 
n u m ero u s  ad m ire r s  u n to  th e  profile of M arc  A ntony  a t  the  Crystal 
Palace .

“ T h ere ,  in  th e  corner ,  Smodley. Look, i t  moves! My God ! i t  is a 
h u m a n  being !”

Jo e ia h  Baffin g rasped  th e  i ro n  rail,  w hen  th e  dazed an d  wistful gnze 
o f  a p a i r  of large, d a rk  eyes m et his  own, an d  the  skeleton form  of a male 
ch i ld— a  m ere  in f a n t—was disclosed to view.

“ H e re ,  Smedley , su m m o n  one of th e  j u n i o r s —quick, man. W e  must 
h av e  th is  seen to  a t  once. B r a n d y — warm m ilk —an y th in g  to  keep the 
u r c h in ’s body a n d  soul together.  I n t o  th e  office, and  tell them  Mr. 
J o s i a h -------. F e tc h  somebody— quick !’’

Sm edley d id  as he was bid ; if  re luc tan t ly ,  nt any ra te  precip ita te ly .  
W h e n  he re tu rn e d  his m aster was st ill em ployed in pok ing  the  in  
an im a te  fo rm  w ith  h is  stick, b u t  nil to  no purpose.

« W e  are  too l a t e ! — too l a t e ! ” ho repeated, b rush ing  a h a n d  ncross 
h is  eye th a t  had  suddenly  become m ore  d im , w hils t  a  h a l f  s ;gh  forced 
itself  from  liis breast.

“  H e  a in t  dead, sir, no m o re  n o r  you n o r  me. H e ’s a  ekil inton ; bu t 
h e ’s a  live ’un. W h y ,  sir, me a n ’ J i m  K etch , in ou r  s treet, saw a  worse 
n o r  th is  h e r e ’un  a t  a  show dow n o u r  way, all  fo r  a  copper  a p i e c e ;  
an ’ J i m ’s young  b ru d d e r  he  was.

T h is  p lace of valuable  in form ation  was furn ished  by a  d im inutive , 
sickly-looking y o u th  o f  tho  ga m in  o rder ,  w ho  seem to be called in to  
existence spontaneously  w ith  any so r t  o f  excitem ent t h a t  m ay  be going.

W h a t  “  J i m ’s young  b ru d d e r  ” was o r  was n o t  is a  fact destined to 
rem a in  h id d en  from  th e  world, a t  least to  th a t  port ion  of i t  assembled 
on th e  steps lead ing  to  th e  offices o f  Messrs. Buffin B ros. & S hrim p . 
S y m p to m s of life were again exhibited by th e  poor  l i t t le  c re a tu re ;  and  
J o s ia h  Buffili fo r th w ith  de te rm in ed  to  p u t  in to  execution an idea  w hich 
h ad  seized upon h im  w ith  such p e r t in ac i ty  th a t  he  was fain to  reg a rd  it  
as a su p e rn a tu ra l  im press ion . A ccord ing ly  th e  fo r lo rn  a n d  emaciated  
in fa n t  was enveloped in  th e  w arm  bear-skin rug ,  an d  deposited  upo n  
th e  so f t  cushions o f  th e  b ro u g h am , m u ch  to  th e  d isgust  of Smedley, 
who re tu rn e d  to  H ig b g a te  w ith  one o f  h is  a r is tocra tic  features, evincing 
a decidedly  celestia l affinity, w hich  b ad  n o t  existed w hen he  eet o u t  
t h a t  a f te rn o o n  from th e  p re t ty  v illa  residence of his  master.

“ H a -h a -h a  ! we have go t  him , M r .  Snaffles-—we have got h im  ! L e t  
us  once res ign  h im  to  th e  care of th e  w om en folks and  he’ll come ro u n d  
— r ig h t  as n inepence . G o o d  n ig h t  to  y o u — good n ig h t .”

A n d  th e  la s t  seen of M r .  J o s ia h  th a t  evening was a  large p ro p o r t io n  
o f  buff-coloured waistcoat, h is  massive cable chain stil l sh im m ering  from 
th e  effects o f  h e a r ty  la u g h te r  as th e  ca rr iag e  rolled away.

I I .
Y ears  have  passed since th e  foregoing inc id en t  N ow  every th ing  is 

w earing  i ts  b r ig h tes t  a n d  m o s t  cheering  aspect, fo r  C hris tm as  is 
ap p ro ach in g ,  a n d  even th e  stolid ,  m atter -of- fac t  E ng lish  p u t  fo r th  
s trenuous  efforts to  d r ive  d u l l  care away a t  th is  festive season.

T h e  d raw ing-room  of a  certa in  p ic tu resque  v illa  at, th e  n o r th  of L ondon  
is one of those room s th a t  inv i te  persons to  enter ,  and, upon th a t  in  
v ita tion  being accepted, as i t  inv a r iab ly  is, con tr ive  to  make th a t  person 
so comfortable ,  t h a t  he, o r  she, is loa th  to  leave. Some subtle  spell is 
t h e r e ;  a  ch a rm  th a t  ’tw era va in  to  s tr ive  to  res is t ;  m agnetica lly  one is 
d e ta in e d ;  and  ye t  in  nowise c o n tra ry  to  one’s will. I t  is n o t  th e  style 
a n d  fittings of th e  a p a r tm e n t ,  handsom e, th o u g h  in  th is  case they  be; 
n e i th e r  is i t  t h a t  o p p o r tu n i te s  a re  am p ly  presented  to  g ra t ify  in tellectual 
tastes. N o  ; i t  is a n  influence which pervades the  whole house  ; a w arm  
genia l  a tm osphere ,  which, to  a sensitive organism, is th e  best possible 
index  to  th e  m en ta l  an d  m o r a l  s ta tus o f  th e  indwellcra.

H o l ly ,  laure l ,  an d  mistletoe a p p e a r  in  profusion , relieved by m any 
w ax  candles, which, to g e th e r  w ith  tho glow from  the  blazing log, im p a r t  
a  de l igh tfu l  feeling of homeliness and  repose. T h e  sole occupants of the  
a p a r tm e n t  a t  p resen t a re  two ladies. T h e  elder, tall,  majestic, and 
han d so m e , c lad  in some k ind  of soft black material,  enlivened by a 
so l i ta ry  dam ask  rose and sp ray  of m a id en  hair ,  is gracefully bending  over 
a  p iece of wool-work, a n d  only  raises h e r  head now  and  th en  to  steal a 
g lance  a t  h e r  com pan ion  on the  couch. B y  these earnes t  an d  anxious 
re g a rd s  it  m ig h t  well be supposed that, th e  e lder lad y  is w ont to  exercise 
a p ro tec t in g  care  over th e  o ther .  Such indeed  is th e  case. Mrs. Jos iah  
Buffin, w hen  dy ing , sh o r t ly  a f te r  th e  b ir th  of h e r  only child ,  May, bad 
expressed a  wish t h a t  h e r  ever in d u lg en t  h u sb an d  should  secure the 
services of th e  o rp h an  d a u g h te r  o f  h e r  la te  governess to  be ins tructress  
a n d  co m p an io n  to  th e i r  m otherless  child.

T h u s  i t  was t h a t  Isabe l M o r to n  h ad  been installed in th e  ho m e  of 
Jo s ia h  Buffin. The  l i t t le  M ay grew  an d  th r iv ed  u nd er  such sensible and  
sy m p a th e t ic  t r e a tm e n t  as she h ad  alw ays received, b u t  h e r  const i tu tion ,  
in h e re n t ly  weakly, w ould  never  be robust. T h is  distressed h e r  f a th e r ;  
h e  fea red  t h a t  she m ig h t  be too fragile a  flower to  b loom ’m idst  the  tem  
pests  of life, and  by d in t  of heavy fees he derived a  vague so r t  of consolation 
f ro m  consu l ting  th e  m o s t  em in en t  of th e  medical faculty, As tim e wore 
on, a n d  th e  ear ly  days of ch ildhood  were over, an o th e r  cause for anxiety 
deve loped  i tse lf  in  th e  m in d  of the  p a r e n t ;  M ay  became subject to 
“ delus ions,” or, as i t  was te rm ed , “ th e  victim of delusions.” B u t  why 
th o s e  “ d e lu s io n s ” w ere there ,  th e  lea rned  physicians o f  th e  d ay  could 
n o t  exp la in . H e r  m en ta l  capacities  were as clear an d  expansive, indeed, 
m o re  so th a n  those  of th e  m a jo r i ty  of h e r  a g e ; on th is  p o in t  they  one 
a n d  a l l  agreed . N everthe less  she  W’as whimsical, fu l l  of fancies, and, a t  
t im es , th e  “ v ic t im  of s t ran g e  delusions.” A name m u s t  bo given, con  
sequen tly ,  i t  was p ronounced  a  “ case o f  hy s te r ia .”

“ M ay ,  dear ,  how  qu ie t  you a rc  ! w h a t  a re  you th ink in g  ab o u t  ? Come, 
y o u  a re  m oet u n in te re s t in g  com pany. D o  you know I  have filled in 
a lm o s t  h a l f  a  s l ip p e r  since you spoke la s t?  D o  le t  us have a  chat,  and  
d< n ’t  le t  y o u r  th o u g h ts  go a-w oo lga thering  an y -m o re .”

T h e  silence was broken by Isabe l M o r to n ,  who, hav ing  carefully  folded 
h e r  w o rk  a n d  p u t  i t  aw ay in  a  t r im  l i t t le  basket, came an d  sat upon a 
Stool a t  h e r  c o m p a n io n ’s feet.

“ I s  i t  really  so long ,  Isab e l?  I  hud forgo tten  you were here  ; bu t,  tell 
m » ,  w h a t  is th e  tim e  ? I  suppose  they  w ill  be hero  p resen t ly .  I  w o n d er  
if—Frank has g ro w n .”

T ho  on ly  rem ark ab le  fea tu re  in  M ay  Buffin’s fair girlish face was 
| ie r  eyes. '  A t  t im es  th e re  was a  f a r  aw ay l ig h t  in th e m —a light 
th a t  seemed to belong to  a n o th e r  w o r ld —an o th e r  life. T h a t  light 
came in to  th em  now, an d  i l lu m in ed  h e r  w hole  countenance with a 
sp irituclla  radiance.

“ F iv e  m inu tes  pas t  Beven. H a rk  : yes, there  is th e  sound of wheels—• 
they aro coming, M ay.”

N o  o th e r  inducem ent was needed for M ay  to arouse herself  and adjust 
he r  fem inine superfluities before th e  chimney-glass.

Scarcely wns this  completed, when tho d o o r  was th r u s t  open and her 
fa ther  ap peared  upon  th e  sesno, w earing  his full com plim ent o f  buff 
waistcoat and  a  face m ore cheering  than  th e  r is ing  sun. Behind him 
stood u tall,  in te llec tual-looking young  man, with d a rk  eyes and  mows 
iaehe. T h is  la t te r  made a liasty m ovem ent in o rd e r  to g ree t  his “ little 
fr iend and  p la y m a te ” ; b u t  he s topped sh o r t  when he  behold that 
charm ing  li t t le  ind iv idua l now m etam orphosed  in to  a  “ g row n-up young 
lady,” w ith  a  long  dress an d  h a i r  coiled in  a k n o t  a t  th e  back.

“ Now, ch i ld ren ,” w b u t’s come over  you  ? T h a t ’s no welcome at all, 
May. A nd  you, s i r— I  hope you’ve n o t  go t too  learned to notice 
old friends, l l a -h a - h a ,” and  M r.  J o s ia h  rubbed  his h ands  for very
by-

“ Como, m y boy, do  the  hon o u rs  of K in g  Chris tmas. I  can well 
rem em ber th e  time w hen th e re  was no  need to bo reminded when a 
p re t ty  girl  was iri th e  way. That, isn’t so bad for an old fogey, now, 
is i t ?  H a -b a ;  th a t ’s tho style.” T h en ,  aside, in a singularly altered 
tone, he  said :

“ H o w  has she been to-day, Isabel ? ”
“ P r e t t y  well, s i r ;  but, in spite of my endeavours to amuse, she 

has persisted in  d ream in g  m ore  th an  ever to-day. B u t  th is  is to be 
accounted for, I  th ink ,” continued Miss Mo ton, “  by the  anticipation of 
F r a n k ’s re tu rn .”

“ So i t  is— so i t  is. W ell ,  we m u s t  make every th ing  as brigh t and 
joyous  as we can for h e r ;  a n d — who know s?— she may 1 0 0  1 grow out of 
it. D r .  P a lm e r  en te r ta ins  g rea t  hopes:  capital man, D r .  Palm er. And 
now tb a t  F ra n k  has lef t college for good, it will be more lively for  her. 
At th e  saine t im e  I  can never thank  you sufficiently for your  kindness, 
dear  Miss M o r to n ;  bu t  if th e  blessings of an old man be of any value, 
you have them , my dear, you have them .”

As ho tu rn e d  away, Isabel’s quick perceptions detected something 
g listening in th e  corner  of his clear blue eyes. Could it have been a 
tear, when th e  next m o m en t his lau g h te r  was h eard  hearty  and jolly as 
ever.”

A fte r  d in n e r  th e  j u n io r  p a r tn e r ,  M r.  Shrimp, jo ined the  p a r ty  in 
th e  d raw in g  room , and  the  evening passed pleasantly an d  all  too 
quickly away. T he  timepiece s truck  twelve. Jam es S hrim p  arose with 
a start.  H e  was an a rd en t  ad m ire r  of the majestic Isabel—ardent,  yet 
silent. She was so stately and  han d so m e; he was so small and  u n a t  
tractive. B u t  to -night he was feeling desperately brave. E v e r  since he 
had know n ber ho would have gone th rough  fire and wafer fo r  h e r  
sweet sake, a l though  for his own life he could no t have breathed a sug 
gestion of b is  love fo r  her. H e  could and  did pay other women com 
pliment. bu t his tongue refused in  the case oi Isabel Morton, who, in 
his opinion, was th e  only  one deserving of admiration  and  esteem. 
Now, in th e  m om ent of desperation, he gave utterance to more senti 
m ents  th an  the  sum to ta l  of twelve long  months. But, unfortunately, 
h is  cheeks flushed red  as Mies M o r to n ’s damask rose, and he felt more 
th an  usually  aw kward  while endeavouring to  appear  at ease and  his 
best. M r. Josiah, kindly  soul, took in the situation a t  once, and  came 
to his p a r tn e r ’s relief with an  o p por tune  rem ark which created 
considerable m ir th  ; and  thereby  Jam es S hrim p was enable to retrieve 
his self-poesession p r io r  to b idding his fa ir  inamorata  a las t “ good 
nigh t .”

W hen  the  ladies h ad  re t i red  to  rest,  and  Jos iah  Buffin an d  F rank  
Sinchiire were alone, th e  fo rm er  opened the  conversation by observing:

“  W ell ,  my boy, and how do you like the  idea of beginning life— life in 
earnest,  now, my good fe l lo w : no d ro n in g  n o r  idling, b u t  w e r k —hard 
work. Ay, t h a t ’s ttie stuff to  make the  man I W h a t  were we sent into the 
world for  b u t  dev e lo p m en t?  T o  s trengthen m orally ,  physically, in tel 
lectually  ; to  progress, l a d — ever striving, ever climbing,— that 's  the 
style. You like th e  idea?  T h a t ’s capital.  Now, my lad, there ’s one 
th in g  I ’d have you to keep always in  m i n d ;  its simple, short,  and a 
favourite  maxim of mine. ‘ Honesty  is th e  best policy.’ L e t  this ba 
y o u r  m otto  th r o u g h o u t  life, and, egad! you’ll  never live to  see the day 
w hen you’ll  reg re t  i t . ”

T h e  answer was given in  a  calm, firm voice, th e  tone one of intense 
earnes tness—

“ T h a t  shall be m y motto an d  m y g u id e ;  and, with G ods’ help. I  will 
endeavour to  br ing  no suspicion of disgrace on you and  yours. There 
is m y ban d  upon  it, Uncle Jos iah ,  and  w ith  it  is given a promise sacred 
and su re .”

“ Bless you, m y boy ; you  are  a  noble fellow. Y et  I  would no t  have 
you so s e r io u s ; you speak as i f—as if I  could d o u b t  you, F ra n k .”

A fte r  th is  silence prevailed for some few minutes. F r a n k  Sinclaire 
was th e  one to  in te r ru p t  this  time.

“ Uncle, there  is som ething th a t  has  d is tu rbed  me m uch  of late. I t  
has always been in my mind, bu t of la te  it  seems to have taken  a deeper 
hold, an d  leaves a n  impression w hich I  canno t shake off. I t  is a kind 
of vision t h a t  arises before me, m ore  often when I  am a lone ; a  scene of 
squalor and  poverty, succeeded by the  glimpse of a half-starved infant 
puveloped in  a  bund le  of rags, and stowed away in some dark  corner. 
Invo lun ta r i ly  1 shiver, an d  feel chilled, hungered, and  fain t.  T h en  rest, 
oblivion, creep upon me, an d  my senses are  a p p a re n t ly  w rapped  in a 
death like s lu m b e r—my sp i r i t  s t ruggling  to  free itself f rom  its fetiers 
of clay. Presen tly  tho sound of voices im pedes m y w ould-be  errant 
soul, and  w ith  a  c ry —a  wail of r eg re t— I, t b a t  miserable child, am re  
called to  th is  w orld  of probation. H e re  m y  d ay-d ream  ends, but to 
begin again and  again  with l i t t le  o r  no  varia tion . T e ll  me, uncle, can it 
be some d e l i r iu m  whioh has clung to  me since the  days of some infantile 
d is o rd e r?  Over-study, an  excited im agination , weakness of th e  digestive 
organs may account fo r  m ost morbid  affections, b u t  th is  is different. A 
p ic tu re— a soene repeated  an d  still repeated  w ith o u t  a single omission, 
^nd  th e  m ost s ingu la r  p a r t  of  i t  is t h a t  I  feel m yse lf  closely connected 
w ith  t b a t  w re tch ed  child, a n d  experience tho  sam e sensations, the  effect 
of c ru e l ty  an d  p riva t ion ,  t h a t  i t  m u s t  have en dured .  I f  th is  be due to
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tho unsound condition of tlm mental faculties, tlio sooner I have them 
B e e n  to the hotter : if you are anxious to make a man of me, unole," ho 
added, in a lighter strain.

" I l a !  Don’t giro way to eontimentalities; shako them off as one 
would the effects of* a disagreeable dream. It's all them ologiep, and 
onomioB, and l.hingammy ptolemies— nothing more nor less, Frank. Von 
want rest; and that reminds me of another favourite in ixim of your 
uncle Josiab’s when lie was a small hoy. ‘ All work and no play makes 
Jack a dull boy.’ H a, ha. ha ! ”

Josinli HulUti laughed, but to a close observer, such as his companion, 
it might Imre been apparent that this laugh was a trifle forced, and the 
fact of his approaching a side-table and pouring out a glass of port was 
very suggestive of an excuse, for Undo Josiah was no wine-bihbor.

However, the subject was allowed to drop, and, when next Frank Sin 
clairs was inclined to speak of it, marvellous changes had b?en wrought. 
Nevertheless that, vision oontinuod to haunt him until the mystery of 
night had merged inlo the light of day.

I I I .
" M r ,  Snafllea is a nice fellow, May, and rather good-looking, don’t 

you think so ? ’’ uskod Frank Sinclaire, his dark and penetrating eyes 
fastening themselves on the countenance of his companion.

“ No-—that is -yos, I  suppose he is ; ” and May dropped her eyes on 
to her breakfast-plate.

" Well ? ” This was as much as to say " Proceed,” but the hint was 
not taken, so the speaker was himself compelled to proceed.

“ Silence means consent. I  infer that you do consider him good- 
looking. Well, there’s no accounting for taste.”

“ I never said so,” sho said, gently.
“ But you mean it,” he answered, determinedly. “ I  tell you what, 

May, I  don’t like tha t fellow. He is insincere, he is mean, he’s a sneak, 
and—there, I  only wish Uncle Josiah were rid of the man; his ‘model 
clerk ’— pshaw ! ” And with this Frank left his seat to pace up and 
down the floor at a desperate pace.

" F ra n k ,” a soft voice whispered close to his ear; “ don’t be angry, 
do talk rationally, and now that you have broached tho subject, if you’ll 
come and sit down quietly, I' l l  tell you a secret.”

“ All right, I will, I ’ll try at least. You must think me a brute—a 
fool—to go on like th i s ; but I  am thinking of your welfare, and I  love 
you so, May.” Again those dark searching eyes were riveted upon her 
own ; this time she turned aside with a nervous little laugh, and the next 
moment commenced to disburden her mind of that which bad for lome 
mouths past considerably perplexed and distressed her.

“ Ever since that evening, now most of a year ago, when papa brought 
Mr. Snaffles homo with him from the city, to dine with us, and intro 
duced him as his ‘ confidential clerk,’ I  have experienced a peculiar 
chill of horror at his approach, and wlion lie has touched my hand at 
times I  have almost cried out. A stilling oppression comes over me as 
though I had suddenly awakened to find myself in some damp subter 
ranean dungeon; he seems to carry about with him an atmosphere that 
overpowers me, and, my vision becoming clearer, that atmosphero ap 
pears to be laden with serpents and other venomous reptiles of hideous 
and malignant aspect. This may seem ludicrous, but it is a fact, and I  am 
sure it has been presented to me for some wise purpose. Ob, Frank, you 
cannot imagine bow I  have longed to tell you this my little secre t; you 
are the only person who can understand and will listen to my ‘ odd 
whims and fancies,’ as they call them. I  could not confide this to any 
body, not oven to Isabel, for she would have sent immediately for the 
doctor, who would have insisted upon my swallowing more of his 
nauseous physic, and left injunctions for me to be “ watched.” She shud 
dered as she uttered this last word, and tears came into her large ex 
pressive eyes. Like the rest of his sex, the sight of a woman in tears 
was too much for Frank Sinclaire. He drew her gently to him, and in 
a kind, sympathetic tone, succeeded in leading her away from this to a 
more agreeable topic. Speedily enough was Mr. Snaffles forgotten, for 
their minds were too all-absorbed in porsonal and much more interesting 
affairs. Nevertheless the other was merely temporarily in abeyance, and 
was predestined to arise again in more palpable significance than here 
tofore.

ie * * x- *

pany of his majestic lady-love, both eloquenco and ease bad vanished, 
and left him dumb as any mute, awkward, as any other man who is in 
love).

“ Mr. Shrimp, I wish to ask your advice on a matter that is causing 
us, May and myself, great anxiety. Shall wo go on to the grotto? we 
shall lie free from interruption there,”

“ With pleasure,” gulped the modern Romeo, with an unmistakable 
glance of admiration at his beautiful Juliet. “ Anything I can do lor 
you, Miss — Miss Morton : anything in this world that would relieve 
you of pain, I would willingly go through fire and water to accomplish, 
us -as I believe 1 have told you before.”

Boor Mr. Shrimp never c-xoeeded this degree of regard, for at this 
junction his face became a match in colour with his Solforino lie, and, 
for the next few minutes, he experienced a sort of Bemi-suffocation.

“ Thanks so much ; you are very kind," returned Isabel, placing hor 
hand through his arm, as a matter of course, for there was a tacit 
understanding between them, though, as yet, no binding word had been 
given.

“ Will you sit hern, Mr. Shrimp? and I will join you. That’s right. 
Now, are you comfortable ? ” she asked with true woman’s archness when 
they had gained the grotto, and looking up from beneath her broad- 
brimmed hat, which, by-thc-bye, was exceedingly becoming.

Comfortable! how could bo be otherwise ? And yet, everything seemed 
to whirl distractingly before him, and his tongue cleaved to the roof of 
his mouth. He was enduring a species of delicious torture, and the 
only responso he was just then able to make was a pitiful look of 
udorution that told more, far more than many an able speech could 
have done.

“ And now, I ’ll begin ; please pay attention for I  am in earnest,” and 
the half-smile, which had hovered ovor the handsome countenance of 
Isabel Morton, was exchanged for an expression of intense earnestness.

“ And so am I, Miss—Miss Isabel; can you doubt me?” broke in 
Mr, Shrimp, starting to his feet, and gazing at his companion as though 
about to pounce upon and devour her.

‘•Really, Mr. Shrimp—James— ahem!” (this was the first time she 
had called him by his Christian name; how sweetly itEOunded from her 
lips; anything but commonplace!) “ I —I never dreamed of doubting 
you ’’ (ho verily believed he could detect an emphasis on that last pro 
noun !) “ I f  my words would imply aught but what they were intended 
I really am very sorry,” and she looked it, and this very sympathy 
softened and sinctified her manifold charms in the eyes of her admirer.

“ No; it is I  who am a—a—U33,” burst forth the Iorer, in defiance 
of the elementary rules of grammar, and waxing uncomfortably warm.

“ You must allow a difference of opinion on that score, Mr. Shrimp. 
However, we’ll not enter into argument, but, with your permission, I 
will at once commence what I have to say.

“ For some weeks,” pursued Isabel, “ I have remarked a change in 
good old Mr. Josiah. He does not laugh so much as formerly, nor 
take such an interest in our pleasures and domestic affairs. More than 
onco I  havo interrupted him in grave thought when his countenance has 
been enshrouded iu a grey, grim cloud : so unusual for him. Now, can 
you offer any clue to the solution of this? I  fancied that business 
losses might account for this. Tell me, Mr. Shrimp, lias anything 
gone wrong in the city?” Sho loaned forward now, clasping her 
hands, and fastening her irresistable, black eyes on -the pale blue orbs 
of her adorer.

“ My dear Miss Morton—Isabel, there is, as you say, at least,” he 
hesitated, and, drawing forth a silk pocket-handkerchief, wiped his fore 
head, again and again, as though to encourage inspiration.

“ You said you would 'go  through fire and water’ to relieve me 
of pain.”

“ And so T would,” he spoke up manfully.
“ .1 hen, why not.place confidence in mo? Do you not remember those 

lines of Tennyson:
“ ‘ Unfaith in aught is want of faith in a l l :

Then trust me all in all, or not at all ’?
Those are my sentiments. Now, wilt you tell me?"

James Shrimp would havo been more than man had he proved invul 
nerable. The situation, the state of his emotions, the fascinating grace 
of his fair inamorata, severally would have sufficed to manifest his 
human frailty, but conjointly!

“ The—the only thing of which I am aware, Alisa Morton, in connec 
tion with business affairs, and which may tend to engender anxiety is 
that owing to some mistake having been madp, there has been, and is 
still, difficulty in balancing the accounts. Mr. Snaffles is diligently going 
through all again, and the fault, I  trust, indeed, I  have no doubt, will 
soon be rectified. Matters of the kind, however trivial, are a source of 
worry and annoyance to everybody concerned.

“ But, surely, an error made by a careless book-keeper cannot be the 
cause of such an alteration in our estimable friend, Mr. Josiah,” added 
Mr. Shrimp, doubtingly ; for at the office the affair had been reckoned 
a mistake and nothing more by senior partner No. 2.

“ Well, it does seem absurdly trivial,” replied Miss Mnrton ; then 
regarding the matter through those far-seeing and practical spectacles of 
lierV, she continued :

“ But, supposing all does not come right by-and-bye; that the defal 
cation cannot be accounted for ; how then, Mr. Shrimp ? ”

“ Hum it would be awkward, very awkward indeed. But, thank good 
ness, there’s no fear of such a coutingi nry ; a.) pray do not di.-trrss 
yourself, Miss Isabel” (it always deinaudi-d an effort to get that name 
out, alt hough it was indelibly inscribed on his heart).

“ And now let us talk of ourselves—of each other—of both,” he stam- 
niorid. ‘ You are not iu a hurry to get away, are you ? ” lie went on, 
gradually inclining nearer and nearer till his arm rested on her own. 
“ You don't want, to go hack to tho house just yet, do you?” While 
this was being said his hand had traversed her sleeve, and now lay 
lightly upon hor wrist. “ I  think it—we are vory comfortable here, 
don’t you ?’’ Now there was a slight pressure, so slight she was scarcely 
sure of it, “ Aye!" No longer dubious, the pressure had developed 
into an unmistakable squeeze.'

“ I  am very comfortable, thank you ; I  hope you pro (be same.”
“ By Jove! I a m ,  I —I never was so happy in my life. I  never 

knew what happiness is until now, Isabel,”

Time rolled o n —winter had passed and summer had come—yet few 
changes had taken place in the household of Mr. Josiah Baffin.

Frank  Sinclaire had been initiated into mercantile life in the city of 
London, and, naturally of a studious turn of mind, was accustomed to 
spend the greater part  of Hie leisure in scientific research, which was far 
more according to his taste than tho humdrum of commerce. His was 
a dispostion liiat to attempt meant to succeed, for intensity and per 
severance were the predominating qualities; failure was a thing alto 
gether foreign to his curriculum. Instead of Talleyrand’s famous 
maxim: “ Surtout, point de zSle,” to him “ Zile, plein de zile,” would 
havo been more applicable. A faithful friend, he would have made an 
implacable foe, for his was one of those natures that must love or hate 
with vehemence, and know not the moaning of dolor, fa r  niente in tlieir 
perpetual state of activity.

Josiah Boffin was the same as ever—gonial, and well-beloved ; and 
although the inevitable buff' waistcoat could not conscienciously testify 
to such frequent repetitions of audible hilarity, yet ho was as ever 
open-hearted and indulgent to the whole world. A keen observer 
might'bave remarked some additional wrinkles on his large, square brow, 
and a few hard lines about his mouth when in repose. Moreover, his 
eyes had acquired a habit of fixedly regarding tho countenance of his 
adopted son as though disturbed iu mind by some vexed and difficult 
problem, while his, F rank’s, every movement was remarked with 
anxious eoncorn.

May was the first to noto this peculiarity in her father, and, ex 
periencing some kind of instinctive dread, made a confidante of Miss 
Morton, who, in order to set her young friend at ease, “ pooh-poohed” 
the idea, and would not be persuaded that anything was troubling Mr. 
Josiah. At tho same time this communication had made an impression 
on tho strong-niii,dec! Isabel, and she resolved to mention the subject to 
her ardent admirer, Mi’. Shrimp (that gentlemau’s courtship being in 
tbo sumo condition of s’agnant advancement, though more than onco 
ho had rehearsed in the privaoy of his ohamber,—an eloquent offer ot 
his hand and heart ;  but, alas ! upon finding himself alone in the com-
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“ C er ta in ly  the  scenery abou t here  is very p re t ty  ; th a t  bit OTer the re  : 
is c h a rm in g :  th is  g ro t to  is a labourite  h au n t  of tuir.o at th is  tim e of 
th e  year. W h o  w ould  th in k  th a t  we are  so n ea r  L o n d o n ? ” was the 
lady 's  reply.

“  W ho. indeed  ? "  echoed Jam es  S h r i m p : a t  present he was in 
parad ise .

“  B u t  it is no t the  place ; it is the state, " he endeavoured to explain.
“  Ob, indeed .” M etaphysica l abstractions were no: Isabel’s.", r " .
“ A nd  th e  cause— the o r ig in — the fundam enta l  p r in c ip le :  th a t  is 

yourself, ah em .” W i th  th is  he s topped sh o r t  to  observe the  e f fec t ; 
and .  der iv ing  encouragem ent,  he  pursued  in one u n in te rru p ted  strain  —

*  Yes, Isabel,  y ou  a re  the  cause— the o r ig in —the fundam enta l  p r in  
ciple of my happiness. Y ou  are  my li e, my soul, my existence. 
W ith o u t  y o u — n o !  such were an impossibility a:.d  unw orthy  ol con  
sideration. B u t  tc.:A you, th is  w orld  would be an elysium ; my life 
w ould  be th e  quintessence of bliss, ar.d you should exist and  reign in on 
a tm o sp h ere  of adulation . Isabel,  I  lore. I  adore  j  m. A n d  now h;s 
a rm  encircled  h e r  waist ; h ’.s bps were close to her  cheek.

“ Tell me. Isabel,” be whispered, “ tell me my lo re  is not in  Tain." \ 
W h a te v e r  the  answ er may have been. Jam es S h r im p  availed himself of 
th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to im prl :  t a  long, lingering  kiss upon th a t  blooming j 
cheek, and  the shades of evening h ad  already subdued the  glory of the  
summer’s day, w hen  i t  occurred  to the  enam oured  couple t h a t  it was 
t im e  to  re tu rn  to  th e  house.

“ Oh. Isabel,  I  am so glad. I  always said Low i t  would bs ; an d  yet 
I  am  awfully  su rp rised  and so de ligh ted  ” exclaimed M ay  impulsively 
upon hearing  the 'new s.  “  A nd  papa ,"  she went o r .  “  won 't  he be glad j 
when he hears of i t ;  how I  wish he w ould  come home, so th a t  I  m igh t I 
be the first to  tell h im . I wonder if M r. S h r im p — I shall call h im  
Jemmy now—I w onder i f  he has told F r a n k  ; we le f t  th e m  toge ther  in j 
th e  l ib rarv . B u t,  Isabel,  you 'l l  be gett ing  m arried , ' '  she added  ruefully .  \ 
“  and I  s h i l l  be le f t— alone.” Those large  expressive eves, w hich  an 
instant ago had been rad ian t ly  blue, now changed  to  a soft a n d  l im p id  j 
darkness like chose of the  gazelle.

«  So long ss  I  can be o f  any  u se—so long as y ou  w ant me, M ay, I  will 
never desert vou. H»Te I  no t  been like a  m o tb e r  to  you, m y c h i l d ? ” 
and Isabel's firm p ro tec t in g  a rm  was instinc tive ly  em ployed  to su p p o r t  
h e r  yo u th fu l  charge. Is ab e l  M o r to n ’s n a tu r e  was p o si t ive ;  it  w a s  her  
d isposit ion  to  give, no t  receive : h e r  m in d  was clear,  steady, and  reliable : 
he r  h e a r t  b r im - lu l l  of  affection of a p a tro n is in g  order ,  th o u g h  none  the  
less ten d e r  ar.d s incere ;  whereas M ay was decidedly  negative— th a t  is, | 
she was susceptible to  outs ide influences a n d  ine ' ined  to be swsyed 
thereby  ; i t  was in h e ren t  in  h e r  to yearn  fo r  pro tec tion , sym pathy , su p  
p o r t .  a n d  in cum ben t  upon  h e r  to  giTe in  to  a superior,  o r  ra th e r  more 
dominant w ill .  I t  is h a rd  fo r  such as h e r  to compete in  th e  a ren a  of ; 
l i f e ;  like sensitive p lan ts ,  they  recoil f ro m  cor."act with th e  gross a n d  ; 
uncultured, a n d  w i th e r  and  ofttimes die should  the  force of c i rcu m  
stances com pel th em  to  ex’s: in  an a tm o sp h ere  tha t is uncongenial. 
Again , they  a re  seldom apprecia ted ,  fo r  they  are  so seldom unders tood, ■ 
a-.d are  invariably  p e rm it ted  to  rem ain  on th e  th resh o ld ,  whils t others, 
less deserving, Tery probably , en te r  and  a re  regaled.

Y eriiy ,  they  have th e i r  rew ard .

I T .

Some twelve days h a d  gone by since the  incidents recorded  in  th e  la s t  
chap te r .  Business was going on as u sua l  in  th e  offices o f  Messrs. Buffin 
Bros., a n d  S h r im p . Clerks ta l l  a n d  short,  lean a n d  stout, old and young, 
w ere  p e rch ed  on  h igh ,  uncom fortable-looking stools, scra tching a'wav as 
th o u g n  life d epended  upon it  : and, in  m any  instances, life d id  depend  
u p o n  it. As every hive has its d rones , so, o f  course, drones were to  be 
fo u n d  h e r e ;  these came u n d e r  the  d enom ina tion  of jun io rs  fresh  from 
school, who were en te r ta in in g  cn e  a n o th e r  across th e  desks w ith  facial 
im persona t ions  a n d  pan to m im ic  gestures, character is t ic  o f  tb e i r  m ore 
sedate seniors. N u m ero u s  were th e  car ica tures  d raw n  o f  “ H ezekiah  
Snaffles m ak in g  love to  a  p r e t ty  y o u n g  g ir l .” w h ich  feat elicited roars 
of suppressed  la u g h te r  f ro m  th e  whole force of ju n io rs .

Mr. Jo s iah  has ju s t  a r r iv ed  ; it is la te r  th a n  usual, being close upo n  
eleven o 'c lo ck ; an d  has m ad e  a request th a t  he m ay  n o t  fce d is tu rbed  
u n 'e s s  som eth ing  o f  im p o r tan ce  dem ands  his a t ten t io n .  Alone, in  his 
private office, he proceeds to  loosen his neck-cloth, then , w i th  tr em b l in g  I 
Land, he  d raw s  his silk pocke t-handkerch ie f  across his b row  w ith  a i 
weary, restless action.

The a tm o sp h ere  seems exceptionally  confin ing to  h im  this m orn ing ,  j 
He turns towards a sm oke-begrimed w indow , w hich  opens on  to  sooty ! 
leads, an d ,  throwing u p  th e  sash, th ru s ts  o u t  h is  bead, th i rs t i ly  i n h a l  
ing w h a t  sm all  p ro p o r t io n  of fresh, su m m er a i r  th a t  survives in  so | 
densely-crowded a ne igh b o u rh o o d .  A f te r  this  he re tu rn s  to h :s sea :— : 
an o ld -fash ioned  elbow -chair— and, w ith  bo th  a rm s  p lan ted  upon  th e  
desk before him, gives h im se lf  u p  to  p ro fo u n d  m edita tion . Some minutes 
elapse, a n d  then he speaks in  a low. hoarse tone  ; ap p a ren t ly  he is u n  
aw are  of thus giving u tte ran ce  to  h is  th o u g h ts  :—

“ A n d  it  m us t end  thus . '  tb e  d ream  of m y  old age is sha t te red  in  its 
very fu lf i lm ent t T  hat have  I done  to  deserve it ? D id  I no t  act as I 
thought fo r  th e  best— for h is  w e lfa re?  I imagined I w as doing my 
duty— tb e  d u -y of a C h r is t i a n —w hen  I rescued h im . a n  infant,  from 
destitution a n d  vice ; an d  I have  been th e  m eans o f  lead in g  h im  in to  
temptation— tem p ta t io n  such as he has no t been s trong  enough to resist.
J , who fancied I was im p lan t in g  th e  good seed in  his young  m ind  when 
I  besought h im  to keep that msxim fo r  his  own th r o u g h o u t  lire, "H onesty  
is the best policy .’ H on es ty  ? C an  tb e re  be such a th in g  in  this  world ? 
M v  G o d !  I  begin  to doubt, to d oub t a t  three-score years and  tea  : now 
when nsv race is almost r u n ! No, no, it  m ust n o t  be ;  I  will not doubt,  
a n d  doubting not, I m u s t  believe. Oh, F ra n k ,  my boy, my boy I” and  
th e  o ld  man's Toiee breaks in to  h a rd ,  i r rep ress ib le  sobs, each ad d in g  its 
contribution to his aged  a n d  sorrow -str icken  countenance.

P r e s e n ’l r  a l ig h t  i l lu m in es  h is  te a r  d im m e d  eye, an d  he raises bis 
h ead  while" h s thoughts co n tin u e  to  m a te r ia lise  them selves in to  words.

“ N o  I  c a n n o t ; I  w ill  n o t  believe it. F ra n k ,  m y  boy, som eth ing  tells 
roe v cu  a re  n o t  eu i l ty  : some unseen presence is 'here ,  I  feel it, an d  it 
• M a k s  to  m y  soul. H u s h  ! w h a t  dees  it say ?

“ H e  is in n o c e n t— innocent—in nocen t  1 D a rk  clouds m ay g a th e r ;  
bu t  look— look l o n g ;  see'st not the b r ig h t  l ig h t  in  th e  c lo u d s ?

And now it has gone; that still small Toice is hushed ; so sweet, so j
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soothing, it was as an an g e ls  Toice; an d  I  m ust I  w:ff believe, f,;r  m_ 
soul has h ea rd  and  fe lt.”

A calm quiescence came over him, and  M r.  Jo s iah  remembered - 0 
m ore  u n t i l  he was d is tu rbed  by a  repet i t ion  of loud knocks a t  ■'■'I 
door.

“ Ab, L u m p k in ,  m y l td ,  is it y o u ? ” he said, suddenly  awaking f ro;a 
his trance-like slumbers.

“ Yes, sir, if you please. Telegram , sir, j u s t  come, answered the 
lym phatic  L um pkin ,  now considerably advanced on the  high-road to 
m aturi ty ,  ar.d improved accordingly, since o u r  first in roduc:: ,r..

“ Ab ! F ro m  Hezekiah Sniffles.
“ Taken suddenly  ill L s t  n ig h t— shall not get u p  to  town. No alarm 

— will write fu r th e r  p art icu la rs  in  a  day  o r  two.”
Jos iah  Buffin read  in a low Toice; then a lo u d —
“ So, poor  M r.  Suaffl-s is ill. D ear,  dear, I  am Tery sorry fo r  b'- 

Moreover, it's m ost unfortunate— most unfortunate, just Low. ■,-„ -1 
he pursued, re lapsing  in to  his old hab it  of  c lo th ing  his though-* :- 
words.

“ A ny  answer, d id  you say, s i r ? ”
I b i s  recalled h im  trorn a perp lex ing  lab y r in th  o f  speculations. M - 

Jos iah  looked up, an d  replied  :—
‘• N o ;  no answer. W e m ust wait, L u m p k in :  there 's  nothin j  fr» 

but to wait, an d  hope and  t ru s t ,” he added, in a fervent u n d e rv n *  
T he  clerk w ithdrew  : Jo s iah  Buffin was left alone.

P resen t ly  tbe  grim , devouring  spirit  of doubt again creeps -- 
S tea l th i ly  it  advances, like some rank  weed snapping  tbe ;e -a t-  
choice exotics—thoe? h ighes t  efforts o f  th e  hu m an  m in d —u n i  
gendering  n o u g h t  but chaos w here simplicity and  h a rm o n y  orce  'r~A 
re:gtied. S tealthily , yet surely, u n t i l  au a tmosphere , th ick a-'d ; "ff 
penetrable ,  is g a th e red  ’tw ixt tbe  poor  o ld  m an  and  th e  guard ian  ‘ 
his happiness  and  w e l ’are.

s t r a n g e  1 ev e r th m g  tu rn s  agains t  me,” he wails fo r th  in cis d i- -re-= 
“ H as m y good genius entire ly deserted m e?  deserted me now t 
have a t ta in e d  my a llo tted  n u m b er  of years, th ree  score and - = - - ",j 
G od  1 it does seem h a rd  tha t  a  lifetime's trouble  should come u p c '  
n o w ; W h y  am I deserted  at this, my eleventh hour ? H eave-  - 3 V’ 
mercy on a miserable old man

H :s  b s ’.d bead is laid low on his breast,  a - d  scalding tears r a : - 
bis fu r ro w ed  cheeks. T hree  score years and  t e n ;  and  v-t. in ; t  - d - ..“  
o! t roub le  h e  is bu t a ch i ld — an infant.  I f  we did b 
deeply should we not perceive th a t  these very trials, which in ou- - 
ignorance w* oeeiu so rruitlcss— unmet,  are the t r ; s :  blessed ff-- :- -* 
th a t  a  mercifu l P ro v id en ce  can accord?

“ Tears and  smiles alike are sent 
To g ive  the soul fit n o u r ish m en t .”

Ay. ar.d to rem in d  us of ou r  weakness, our dependence, our Lumen 
fallibility !

T h e  first passionate ou tbreak  of grief subsided, the  clouds move 
the  l ig h t  once m ore  appears . Jos iah  B unin  is arranging  his neckcloth 
a t  th e  glass : he is resolved upon  g t in g  h o m e :  useless is it to rem ain  in 
th a t  office n urs ing  his agonising fears.

H e  s tarts  a t  his  own reflection; so altered, he scarcely recce-fees 
himself. S im ultaneously  a  sound as of music thr i l ls  his ear. H e  
l is ten s :  he is absorbed, a lthough  the  air, the  cnant. :s sm u n fa m t iu r  
one. A nd yet the  re f ra in  is swee:— sweet and  entrancing. I :  run? 
th u s  :—

“  Reap, reap , reap.
T he  fru it  of th e  seed th a t  is sewn.

T .
W h en  Jos iah  Buffin reached  hom e th a t  a n e rn o o n  fie went d irect to 

his study, w ith  th e  request th a t  Miss M o r to n  shou .d  be in to rm en  m a t  
h e r  presence w as urgen tly  desired.

H e  h ad  n o t  been seated many m inu tes  wuen Tsare. appeared , locking 
handsom e an d  queen-like as ever. B u t  h e r  happy  expression vanished 
im m ediately , and  was replaced by one c t  g rave solicitude when, sfi? 
spoke.

“ Mr. Josiah . I  am afra id  you  are  n e t  well. T ’ha t  is toe  m a t te r  : :...s 
an y th in g  occurred  to  t rouble  you  ? r

"  Yes, Isabel, mv dear, som eth ing  has occurred. I  am in -m u tte rs  ole 
grief, and  have sent for vou. Y'ou are  a goo-o. woman, sensible and  true ,  
ar.d will keen mv secret. I  kn o w ; only forgiTe me. I  m us t have yo. r  
word, vour  p rom ise  first. Sav, Isabel,  t h a t  wutcu I  am about to corn.ae 
to  you shall never be divulged to  m o r ta l  ears. An . you cannot sa rc t  oa 
this  : an d  why ? H av e  you not im plic it  connnence in me : have I  not 
always proved  y o u r  fr iend  ? ”

Isabel’s countenance h ad  betrayed tier m i s t  inward feelings: sue w a s  
sorry, dis tressed, an d  vet she was d e te rm ined  to adnere  to tne T. : re : 
d u ty ,  h a r d  th o u g h  it  be a: t imes. I t  requ ired  an  ettert .  cu t  sne 
m anaged  it .  .

“ T n a t  v cu  have always been to  me. sir. nud m e re :  n ev e r tn eu ss  
I  cannot make a r v  such prom ise  : it woulo. n e i tu e r  be just^nor r i g u -.

“ An !  i t  is S h r im p  w h o m  you are  t n i n k n g  of . Gcoe. g in .  "ergive 
m e ;  I  h ad  forgotten. O f  course he is no: included u n d e r  th e  ban. 
N ow  will you  give me y o u r  w ord  an d  a t ten t ion ,  Isabel. '

“ I  will, witfi pleasure, M r.  Jo s ia h .”
H e  com m enced—
“ F o r  some time it has been a s truggle  to a p p ea r  tne  J c s ia n  Bud.. .  ; 

fo rm er  dsvs. I  have h a d  a w orm -gnawing, gnaw ing  here  a: my r 
Isabel, ar.d I  believe vou  were able to  detec t  it . T h e  s to rm  which 
th rea ten ed  has broken  at last,  an d  in  its fury has c rushed  an  c l i  m..ifs 
heart .

“ Th ings  have gone w rong in  the  C i ty ;  cheques hav e  been presented  
an d  cashed to  th e  sum of AT 500.

“ Fi" teen h u n d re d  p o u n d s  i echoed th e  l is tener  aghast .
“ Ay, my d ear ,  fifteen h u n d re d  p o u n d s ;  n o t  th a t  i: w ould  la v e  

m atte red  m a te r ia l ly  had  it been twice th a t  am o u n t ,  cou ld  th e — the d e  
l inquen t  have been an o th e r ,  an d  not him . my boy —

“ F r a n k — do you m e a n ? ’’ b roke in Isabel st ill m ore  amazed. “ Is  it 
possible t h a t  you  eau  suspect h im  ? ”

The old man’s chin fell on his breast; his voice was low and husky 
when he replied—
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“ I t  is. Mr. Snaffles, our confidential clerk, and the only person who 
knows of it beyond ourselves, Isabel—-Mr. Snaffles found proof sufficient 
in his (Frank's) own desk. A  small bottle of sumo chemical preparation, 
to eradicate ink marks, slowed away at the back of a drawer.” His 
breath came and wont in ga«ps as he said this, the perspiration mean 
while breaking out in drops upon his brow.

Isabel Morton was really alarmed a t  the appearance of hor old and 
valued friend ; how she wished her James were here. At any rato she 
must not show trep ida t ion ; now was tho time when strength of mind 
was most required.

“ And is tha t  the proof, the only proof? ” she inquired calmly.
11 Is it no t sufficient ? sufficient to conviot and transport — ”
“ Rubbish ! it’s proof to me of his innocence. Would it  be probable 

tha t  he, or any other sane person, would so compromise himself by keep 
ing the tools which ho bad employed locked up in his own desk ? This 
is too ab su rd !

“ Is that the b o t t le? ‘ Watson, chemist, R o thorh i the : Poison.’” She 
read from the label, then continued in a firm, resolute voice : “ That,  of 
course, goes for nothing. We must have the whole affair carefully 
searched into, for tha t  F ran k  is not the guilty one I  am as positive as 
I  am of my own existence.” W ith  this she uncorked the bottle and 
vigorously inhaled the unwholesome aroma of the contents.

After a  brief silenco Josiah Ruffin awakened from his reverie, and 
said—

“ Ah, Isabel, my dear, I  know you too well. You wish to relievo 
my aching h e a r t ; but no, i t  cannot be. I  am beyond tha t  now. My 
grief has gone—gone in a moment. I  feel insensible to pain—almost 
lifeless. Isabel, when I  am gone, tell him all. That I  fancied I  was 
doing my duty, doing all for his good. I t  was a mistake, and I  am to 
blame. Yet, ask his forgiveness ; it was my ignorance. I  should not 
have pu t  temptation in the lad's way ; ho was young a n d —never mind 
—never mind, now. You, my dear, and Brother Thomas, and Mr. 
Shrimp, and Snaffle, and myself; these alone must know. Not May, 
poor child. Promise me this, Isabel, and tha t  May shall be cared for 
and looked after  by you as—as now.”

Isabel Morton was gazing fixedly out of the window; abstractedly 
gazing through an impenetrable mist. Mechanically she turned, and, 
placing a  hand lightly upon the old man’s shoulder, she answered,

“ I  give my promise, Mr. Josiah, sacredly and Burely.”
“ God bless you.”
Then there was silence. By-and-bye Josiah Buffin aroused himself 

from his att itude of inert dejection, and remarked in a singularly 
strained voice:

“ And F r a n k ?  w hat must be done with him, Isabel? I  cannot 
permit him to continue living here in  close companionship with little 
May. I  did  t h i n k ; bu t no, tha t is over ; he must go away—abroad— 
to Australia— anywhere; an d  with another name forget the past and 
its associations. F rank  Sinclaire must be no more.”

“ Frank  Sinclaire must go away—abroad—to Australia—anywhere. 
F rank  Sinclaire must be no more. W ho  has spoken those words, and 
w hat can they mean ?”

The door was thrust open, and May, with crimson spot on either 
cheek and eyes full of fire and enthusiasm, rushed into the room.

“ F a th e r—Isabel, what do I  hear ? Some false accusation against 
F ran k ?  F or  i t  is false—a base calumny—a cruel wrong. Believe, oh, 
believe what I  s ay ; it  is true. I  have heard all th a t  has been said. 
Forgive m e; 'twas against my will tha t  I  was drawn hither, and forced 
to remain ; and yet, I  see it  now, it  was for a benoficient purpose. 
H a rk :  there is singing; an angel’s chorus. H ush!

“ Heap, reap, reap 
“ The fr u its  o f  the seed that is sown.
“ Ah! a beautiful ligh t;  a ‘ bright light in the clouds.’ I t  opens. 

Look, look. She comes; my good genius, enveloped in heaven’s own 
light. She comes, my guardian angel. She smiles upon me, and draws 
near. I  feel her presence, calm and soothing; her breath fans my 
cheek. She whispers in my ear, ‘ Frank, Frank .’ A h ! it  is to save him 
she comes. Yes, dearest spirit, 1 am ready. Oh ! sweet, entrancing 
sleep. I  see, I  see.”

The young girl’s countenance has become glorified with light not of 
this earth ; her  soul beams forth from its casket of c lay ; the flesh is for 
the time subjected ; the spirit reigns supreme, Presently this spirituelle 
sereneness is disturbed by a quivering of the lips, while the eyelids 
flicker for an instant, are raised, and the balls appear to pass upwards 
into the head. Then succeeds a deathly immobility of features ; the 
fair Bkin is blanched to an alabaster whiteness. She sighs : a slow, p ro  
longed breath. A smile passes over her countenance; her lips again 
move, and in a soft, somnambulic voice she speaks :

“ A little room. I t  is so foggy, I  scarcely can see. Stay ! he brings a 
candle : yes, it  is a man. Oh, such a wretched p lace! W bat is he 
doing there ? Ah! it is dark again—dark, shadowy, and confused. I  
must rest awhile.”

Again her censes are enthralled in a brief trance : again both lips and 
eyelids are affected with nervous twitching ; again a long-drawn breath 
prefaces the following remarks :—

“ More distinct now. There is a window high up in the roof ; I  can 
see the stars shining— so bright, so beau tifu l; they seem to look down 
upon him and weep !— why should they weep ? Ah ! they will not let 
me go near him—why ?

“ The candle burns away—it is in a draught—and the stand—a brass 
one, is bespattered with grease.

“ The man is enveloped in clouds; his head is a globe of mist; and 
everything about him is da rk —so d a r k ; it  makes me shudder.

“ Now ho gets up. How thin! his clothes hang loosely: helooks miser 
able, and yet—determined. H e  takes something out of his pocket— 
examines it—it is a bottle. H e smiles a grim, hideous smile, and walks 
with a slow, measured step. I  know that walk ; it  is familiar, and yet. 
—I f  only I  could see his face ! H e keeps his eyes lowered, and only 
cautiously steals a  glanco behind—around—as though fearful lest he 
should be obsorved. Ho is a t  work now ; be touches certain parts of 
the  thin, crisp papers with the stoppers ot the b o tt le ; then proceeds to 
fill up the space— there are figures, but I  cannot read them—it hurts 
my head. Clouds gather betwixt tha t  man and myself: I  can sec no 
more. Lot me s leep : sleep off this p a in ; to awaken calm and 
refreshed.”

And now expressions of alarm, distress, horror,  pass in succession over 
the clairvoyante’s face. I t  is as though antagonistic influences are at 
work.

In  singular contrast to tho former, and more natural, purity  of repose, 
are the wild contortions of countenance provoked by malignant forces 
rosolutely striving for the mastery. Tho struggle is a fierce o n e ; the 
conflict evenly maintained. The lookers-on tremble at the spectacle 
before them ; and well they may ! I t  is a case of human obsession : the 
indwelling spirit is dormant, whilst others—good and evil—are de  
termined to enter in. Which shall tr ium ph? The answer is all 
important.  Now th a t  the gates are opened, these next moments will 
decide the future course for weal or woe, of an incarnated s o u l !

Meanwhile, the contest rages; the spectators look on with bated breath. 
The powers of darkness and light are waging a war against right and 
wrong: the contention is terrible: what shall the issue be?

* * * * #
All is over. Again that sigh, and the features relax into unruffled 

quiescence. With the graceful langour of trance, the clairvoyante rises 
from her prostrate position on the couch, and passing a band lightly 
before and across her closed eyes, recommences to speak.

“ Such a large sh ip ! and a great many people.” I t  is the same 
curious, far-away voice. She continues :—

“ Sailors—sailors everywhere. Turks, Chinese, Malays, and Negroes 
all are there. Some are busy; others are idling about with their hands 
in their pockets and smoking. They all appear g»y and good-tempered. 
Stay! there is one different from the rest; that one I must follow. I  
do not like him ; and yet—I  must—I  must follow him ! He makes bis 
way towards one of those big ships; it  is a steamboat. H ark  ! I  must 
not go so near ; be chills me. Does be not see mo ? He seems to fancy 
someone is behind, for he looks around. Ah! be is afraid ; I  feel it. 
But, listen ! he speaks ; he asks a question. Oh ! I  have got it. There 
is another man ; this one wears a cap, amber and black. I  like tha t 
man ; he is generous and good-natured. He, also, doesn’t like the man 
with the ginger whiskers, though be doesn’t know why.

“ Wednesday night—eight o’clock, I  heard him say . . . .  The 
sun is setting ; the sky is crimson and gold ; such a glorious summer’s 
evening ! And now—all is over. I  must sleep.”

Gently her head falls back upon the cushion; a smile hovers over her 
youthful and happy features, and for the next few seconds the clair 
voyante remains in a deep trance. At the expiration of that time she 
awakens, rubs her eyes, sits up, and asks :

“ W h a t  has occurred ? has anything been said ? ”

Y I.
The sun was shining brightly next day when Josiah Buffin, having 

indulged in a brief rest after his journey from London to Liverpool, 
ventured forth upon a strange mission.

Turning to the right, then to the left, up one street and down another, 
eventually he arrived a t  his destination—the Docks.

The imposing sight of a small fleet of vessels lay before him ; vessels of 
various sizes, accommodation, classification and tonnage; some with 
their cobwebs of rigging, others with their engines and funnels.

I t  was towards one of the latter that he directed his footsteps. H e 
paused to make inquiries of a sailor, who was smoking a short “ clay,” 
and surveying his ship with an amount of British pride. The answer 
was so far satisfactory that it enabled the inquirer to lend an ear to an 
oft-repeated “ yarn,” and thereby while away an idle half hour or so.

“ Capital, capital, my m a n ! and so you hauled her in, safe and 
sound—eh ? ”

“ Shiver me timbers, we did! and the like was never known afore. Mo 
and my mate, we was — ”

“ Egad! the very m a n ! ” ejaculated Mr. Josiab, fumbling in his 
pocket for a loose coin for “ Jack.” W ithout waiting to hear more he, 
with a nod to his communicative friend (who received the memento with 
a grin and a  knowing wink), hurried off in the track of the “ ginger- 
whiskered ” individual.

“ By George, it  is true! it  m ust bo t r u e ! ” he repeated vehemently to 
himself, waxing warmer and warmer each time.

“ By the powers there is the ‘cap ’ !— ‘ amber and black ’—marvellous, 
marvellous! ” and in order to satisfy himself that he was not dreaming, 
the old man stamped his foot, then pinched himself.

N o ! he was wide awake as ever he had been in bis life. Great drops 
of perspiration broke out upon his brow. No heed was taken thereof, 
for a fixed and engrossing attention was bestowed upon that slight, 
eccentric-looking personage with a profusion of hair and stealthy gait, 
who constantly turned to “ look behind, around, as though he fears to 
find someone there.”

Mr. Josiah took all in at a glance. He perceived in a moment that 
each circumstanoe in detail agreed with that described in vision by his 
daughter. With impunity, then, might he echo the exclamation 
“ marvellous.”

“ Wednesday n ig h t ; eight o’clock.” The very words ; this was con 
clusive. W ith  a stop forward he seized the arm of tbe “ ginger- 
whiskered.” Their eyes m e t ; both wero amazed ; the former spoke, bis 
voice trembling with agitation—

“ My God, it is Snaffles! ”
Tho game was played out. Hezekiah Snaffles had lost. Little use for 

him to bear up now; it would only be to kick against the pricks. His 
complexion, never very brilliant, now turned to a dull loadeu hue. H e 
grasped the hand of his late employer, and in guttural accents whispered 
in his ear—

“ I  confess. I t  was I —I, and not Frank Sinclaire.”
“ You—yo u !"  Mr. Josiah gasped hoarsely, still retaining his hold. 

“ Yillian that you a r e ! ” ho continued, a paroxysm of long pent-up wrong 
towards another taking possession of him.

“ Be merciful. I t  was for others, not for myself,” pursued the craven 
one. “ You yourself are a  fa th e r ; I  ask you, could you see your child, 
the beautiful May — ”

“ Silence! let not her name issue from lips bo  polluted and vile! 
You may go, wretched man, and may the wrath of heaven be not visited 
in full justice upon you—you who have been the means of crushing an 
aged heart, of shortening an old man’s days, of bringing his gray hairs 
with sorrow to the gravo!

“ H elp!  help! I am choking!” (Snaffles had seized the opportunity
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a n d  was gone). “  W a te r !  w a te r !  ’ W i th  th is  Jos iah  Bufiin fell a dead 
w e ig h t  to  th e  g ro u n d .

I t  was su n s e t :  a  glor ious sunse t such as May had  dee '.rifced in her 
p ro p h e t ica l  trance. A  crow d co llected: a  doc to r  was sum m oned , and 
th e  in fo rm a t io n  sp read  wide an d  fast th a t  it was a  par t ia l  paralysis  of 
th e  b ra in  t h a t  th e  o ld  gen tlem an h ad  been suddenly  a ttacked by.

Some dozen o r  m ore  were ready to fetch a cab, and  in due time Mr. 
J o s ia h  was co nyey td  to  the  nearest hotel, a  medical p rac t i t ioner  in 
a t tend an ce .  U p o n  fu r th e r  examination, it  was deemed expedient to j 
co m m u n ica te  w ith  the  gen tlem an 's  friends ; Lis en tire  const i tu tion  was 
p ro v ed  to  be in  a te r r ib ly  sh a t te red  condition  ; th e  action of the h ea r t  
i r r e g u la r  a n d  feeble.

“ W h a t  th e  consequences of the attack may be upo n  one of his  years 
I  canno t u n d e r tak e  to say ; but it  were better  to te leg rap h  im m edia te ly  
to  th e  address  on th i s  card  : * L aw n  Villa, H ig b g a te . '”

# * * » * * *
I t  so h ap p en ed  th a t  F r a n k  Sinclaire  h ad  re tu rn ed  from  executing a 

comm ission of his  “ U ncle  Jo s iah ’s ” some tw en ty  m inu tes  previous 
to  th e  de livery  o f  th is  te legram . W i th o u t  delay o f  any  k in d  w hatever,  
a n d  w ith  on ly  a vague exp lana tion  of the  cause, he h as tened  to ca tch  
th e  t r a in  f ro m  L o n d o n  to  L iverpool .  A rr iv in g  a t  th e  Castle H o te l ,  
ear ly  n ex t  m orn ing ,  be was inform ed by th e  two doctors, w ho had  been 
closeted in  earnes t  consu l ta t ion , th a t  li t t le  o r  no hope of th e i r  p a th  ill’s 
recovery could now he en ter ta ined .  A second telegram was d ispa tched  
w i th o u t  loss of t i m e ;  a n d  by expeditious measures both Isabel M o r to n  | 
and  May con tr iv ed  to catch  th e  ear ly  m o rn in g  express. I n  th e  excess 
of grief  w hich  h ad  befallen th em  M ay was s tu n n ed — petrified. T h ro u g h  
out th e  jo u rn e y  she sat w ith  glazed eyes, s ta r in g  ir.to n o th ing ,  and 
seem ingly unconscious of th e  loss she was ab o u t  to sustain . A 
superficial observer m ig h t  have im ag ined  h e r  devoid of those fine 
sensibilities which he lp  to  m a k e  u p  th e  nobles t of e a r th ’s born ,  so 
unconcerned  d id  she a p p e a r  to a ll  a ro u n d  her.  B u t  in rea l i ty  i t  was 
t h a t  stupefact ion , w hich  is only experienced by th e  most sensitive and  
susceptible organisms, an d  so l i t t le  unders tood ,  so h a rsh ly  m is judged  
by th e  o rd in a ry  a n d  com m onplace . A shock has p a ra ly sed  th e  nerve- 
action  ; i t  only  needs a tr if le  to  re s to re  i t  to  its v ita lised  and  m o re  
n a tu r a l  state, to  b r in g  back the w an d e r in g  soul, as i t  were, to e n d u re  
the  cares a n d  tr ia ls  inc iden ta l  to  i ts  in co rp o ra t io n .

V I I .
All was quiet in the dimly-lighted chamber of the bo'el to which 

Josiah Buffin had been conveyed, and from which it was His will that 
the fine old man should not go forth until be was carried to his last 
resting-place here upon earth. Mr. Josiah was dying—dying; but 
would leave a name behind, and many sweet reminiscences of a'kind and 
generous heart—impressions that would live for ever in the minds of 
young and old; no matter how hardened their nrture might become 
through contact with the world, there would always remain one soft, 
warm spot for the memory of a noble old man. Who does r ot cherish 
Eome tender recollection, hallowed and sacred as the years roll on, of a 
few words of encouragment; a simple yet kindly offering, it may be, or 
an endeavour to aid when in trouble or disgrace, and feel a* debt of 
inexhaustible gratitude towards his childhood’s friend long since passed 
away ?

Upon a large, old-fashioned, four-post bedstead lay Josiah Baffin, 
now calm and free from pain. During the afternoon occasional diffi 
culty in breathing had been perceptible; now that was passed and 
stillness akin to that of death had taken its place.

Isabel a n d  M a y  h a d  a r r iv e d  ear ly  in  th e  evening, and ,  f ro m  all  a p  
pearances , n o t  one  w h i t  to o  s o o n ; th e  end was fas t ap p ro ach in g .  A 
r e tu r n  to  consciousness b roke  th e  so lem n silence, a n d  d rew  th e  anxious 
w a tch e rs  m o re  closely ro u n d  th e  b e d ; each t r u s t in g  to  be recognised 
a n d  to  receive some to k en  of reg a rd .  Silence again  ; th o se  sh o r t ,  i r r e  
g u la r  b rea th s  so u n d  h a r d  a n d  o m i n io u s ; life is ebb iD g; th e  sp i r i t  w ould  
fain be freed,

“ Children.'’ The lips of the dying were seen to move, and, instinc 
tively, for the yoice was faint and indistinct, they came nearer to catch 
what might be said.

“ He has forgiven—forgiven the cruel injustice. Isabel, I have told 
him a ll; he was prepared. Those strange visions of his, which I laughed 
at, and ecoffingly termed hallucinations—ah, I thought to efface the 
past, but He—He willed it otherwise. I see now; it is for the best. 
Isabel, he is still my boy. God bless him!”

The ghastly hue of death was again discovered after the effects of this 
effort; the eyelids closed; the extremities grew cold; the vital force 
was so reduced that the heart now seldom beat. Still was it not time 
y e t; the white-roted angel stood aloof.

A smile beams forth—the “ bright light in the clouds”—sensibility 
returns, and the old man is once more himself.

“ May, my darling May, weep not for me. Could you but see my 
heavenly home you would rejoice, my child. I have had a dream ; in 
that dream your mother appeared to me. I could not approach her ; 
she was so radiantly fair ; but she beckoned me on—on. My spirit grew 
light, I  felt disencumbered, and able to penetrate the vast unknown. We 
journeyed together; she leading, I following. It was as though I was 
borne on the wind, and drawn by some subtle magnetic power. Even 
tually she paused; uplifted the veil, and I beheld, for one moment be 
held, a tithe of those glories which ‘ it hath net entered the heart of 
man to conceive.’ May, there is a way—a bridge which connects this 
world with the next. Some there are who hold a passport to that 
bridge. The Great and Wise Father has entrusted these, His favoured 
children, with a special talent. You are one of these ; guard that talent, 
develope it for the good of your fellow creature. Hide not your light 
under a bushel, neither keep that talent covered up in a napkin. The 
world has become hard and materialistic ; darkness, as of night, usurps 
the place of faith ; intellect, that of simple trust.

“ But a little while and men shall see 1 the bright light in the clouds.’
“ Remember these words ; and pray—let your aspirations be pure and 

lofty, and inspiration will be the answer. ‘Prayer is the voice of the 
soul; it ascends to the throne of the Father, and is there heard as the 
cry of helplcR-i infancy is heard in the mother’s heart.’ Then cease not 
to * trust in Him at all times,’ my child : ‘ pour out your heart before 
Him,’

“ A n d  now. fa re w e l l;  my mission on ear th  is accomplished. I  have 
o th e r  work to  do. Kiss me, d a r l in e  ! G ood-bye! G ood -n ig h t!” And 
with one long breath , a sigh o f  relief, tbo sp i r i t  is release! ; the good, 
the  faithful, has passed on to  a h ig h e r  an d  b r ig h te r  sphere.

Two years have gone by. I t  is su m m er t im e  aga in— a soft evening 
in J u l y :  one of those listless g loam ings when every th ing  seems bait 
en tranced , and no sound is beard  save th e  sweet, low soDg of the  insect#, 
which lu l ls  one to rest, and, to the  imaginative, may recal l  dreams of 
fairy love, so a iry  en d  soothing is th e  eff-ct.

T h e  villa a t  H ig b g a te  is wearing its old aspect again. ’th o s e  eighteen 
m onths  of m o u rn in g  are  over, so fa r  as conventional custom goes, and 
th e  house an d  g ro u n d s  have, th is  day, p u t  on th e i r  b r ightest adorn 
ments. At p resen t a g ro u p  assembled on th e  lawn a re  expatiating on 
the  charm s of two ladies, both of th em  b rides ;  a n d  opinions are at 
variance as to w hich  should bear tb e  palm , the im per ia l  a n d  handsome 
Mrs. S h r im p  o r  th e  spirituelie  and  fascinating Mrs. Sinclaire.

M eanwhile, one a t  least of th e  h a p p y  bridegroom s comes in fo ra  
share of tb e  Rdmiration ; both, fo r  tb e  com m endation  of th e  fair sex.

N a tu re  has done much  fo r  F ra n k ,  b u t  a  careful an d  judicious tra in  
ing has done  m o r e :  L ' in struction  fa it tou t, the  F ren ch  poet has it. 
H a d  F ra n k  Sinclaire’s lo t  been cast am ongs t tb e  depraved, great would 
have been the h a rm  accruing, n o t  to h im self  alone, for, tr iv ial though 
th e  influence of one m ind  may appear ,  i t  is none the  less weightilv 
Ireighted  fo r  good o r  ill.  Jos iah  Baffin h a d  tu rn ed  tbe  scale in the 
r ig h t  balance, even so was it  o rda ined  ; and  F ra n k  Sinclaire, the infant, 
w ho was fo u n d  ’twixt life an d  d ea th  on th e  steps of th e  offices of Messrs. 
Buffin Bros, k  S h r im p  will live to

“ Reap
T he  f r u i t  of th e  seed th a t  w as sown.”

M ay  is looking s tronger ,  and  m ore womanly, nevertheless she retains 
h e r  p etite  figure ar.d d r e im y  eyes. T he  physicians consider her case a 
com plete  success, as th ey  no  longer  h ea r  o f  those delusions to which 
she fo rm erly  h ad  been subject,  an d  which ( though this thev would 
n ever  acknowledge) b ad  baffled a ll  medical skill. O thers who can 
u n d e rs ta n d  and  apprec ia te  are  pe rm it ted  to jo in  th a t  harm onious circle 
who h o ld  converse w ith  beings o f  an o th e r  an d  a better world ; and the 
poor, th e  afflicted, th e  conscience-stricken and  sorelv oppressed, have 
cause, indeed, to  bless th e  “ M edium ,'’ th ro u g h  whom tbev of times derive 
rays  of hope and  encouragem ent to  press on, on to noble ends and  a im s— 
the  ta len t  is not allowed to  rust.

I t  is now  some m onths  since M r. S hr im p  has cast his shell. Some 
vow he has grow n both in he igh t and  circumference since th a t  m em or 
able day w hen he led bis beautifu l bride from the altar .

W h a te v e r  t r u th  there  may be in  this, his smile has certa in ly  ex 
panded  u n t i l  its p ropor tions  have become so comprehensive as to leave 
no room  fo r  those blushes th a t  were w ont to suffuse his physiognomy 
in th e  presence of a certain dcm oitdlc. I n  short, he can now stand up 
an d  make a speech of prolonged eloquence ; and  w hat though  people do 
pers is t  t h a t  he rehearses the  same to his st rong-m inded  help-mate before 
h a n d ?  W i l l  n o t  envy t ry  to  u nderm ine  everth ing?

* * * * *
T hom as Buffin had  been obliged to  re tu rn ,  with bis wife, to the South 

o f  F ra n c e  im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  th e  fu n e ra l  of his b ro ther  Josiah. A l 
th o u g h  his nam e  is s t il l  inc luded  in  th a t  of the firm of Buffin, Shrimp, 
an d  Sinclaire ,  he, T h o m as  Buffin, has  w ithdraw n  all pecuniary interest 
in  m ercan ti le  concerns, a n d  has  re t i re d  to enjoy his few remaining 
years in peace.

N o th in g  m o re  was h e a rd  of Snaffles, the  “  confidential clerk d o u b t  
less he has suffered, or will  suffer, fo r  th e  w rong  th a t  he has done, for 
ju s tice  compels th a t  each sha l l  “ h e a p  t h e  f e c i t  o r  t h e  s e e d  t h a t  is

Z A X A , T H E  S L A T E  M E D I U M .
B y L c c e l l a .

I n  a  so u th e rn  co u n try ,  w h ere  th e  climate is w arm  and  balmy with 
th e  o dours  of flowers, th e re  lived in  a g r a n d  mansion in  the  midst of 
v as t  estates, a  lad y  an d  g en tlem an  a n d  th e i r  son W il l iam . T he  home 
of th is  r ich  m an  was filled w ith  a p ro fu s io n  of servants, a l l  of th em  of 
a  d a rk  colour .  T h e  care  of his infaDt boy  was confided to  a woman of 
very  d a rk  b row n complexion, by nam e Z ana. Sh6 h a d  been in  the 
fam ily  since h e r  ch ildhood , an d  h a d  devoted all th e  energy of a  faithful 
n a tu r e  to  th e  service of two generations . L i t t le  W il l ie  d id  no t  see 
m uch  o f  h is  p ro u d  a n d  e legant m o th e r .  T h e  fam ily  h e ld  g rea t  pos 
sessions to  w hich  th e i r  souls were wedded, an d  th e  lad y ’s delicate hea lth  
m ad e  h e r  easily reconciled to re l in q u ish  the  m a te rn a l  duties to  a well- 
t r ie d  an d  tru s ted  servant.

T h e  good Z an a  h a d  n ever  know n w h a t  i t  was to  love t i l l  th is  treasu re  
of a  l i t t le  fa ir-sk inned  boy was confided to  h e r  ten d e r  care. O h, how 
she loved h im  ! so p u re ly ,  so d is in te re s te d ly ; for h e  was n o th in g  to h e r — 
th e  offspring of a m as te r  who ow ned h e r  as a  c h a t t e l ; a n d  so h e r  love 
b ad  no  ta in t  o f  self in  i t ,  b u t  in  heavenly  rad iance  it shone a lone for the 
benefit o f  h e r  l i t t le  m as te r .

W il l ie ’s m o th e r  p in e d  away. H e r  beau ty  faded, h e r  e legant form  
sh rank  to  a shadow. She  sickened an d  d ied . Before she passed away 
she called h e r  se rv an t  to  h e r  bedside, a n d  m ade  h e r  p rom ise  to  take care 
of h e r  l i t t le  son, a n d  be a  m o th e r  to  h im  a f te r  she was gone. The 
ch i ld  ecarcely missed its m o th e r ,  b u t  th e  fa i th fu l  n u rse  increased her 
a t te n t io n s  to  h e r  charge . She could  re a d  h is  very  soul, an d  anticipate 
a ll  h is  l i t t le  needs a n d  a v e r t  annoyances  t h a t  c row d  the  p a th  of child 
hood ,  a n d  m a r  th e  b eau ty  o f  th e  b u d d in g  m in d .  H e r  charge recipro 
cated  th is  affection, a n d  lea rn ed  to  lean  u p o n  h e r  lov in g  a tten tions  and 
h e r  wise counsels as essen tia l  to  his  existence.

A n d  w h a t  was th e r e  in  th is  p o o r  slave to  enable  h e r  to  confer such 
a d v an ta g es  u p o n  th e  boy to  w hom  she gave th e  sweetest g if ts  of woman's 
h e a r t  ? W a s  she  educa ted  ? N o .  W a s  she versed  in  philosophy  and 
skilled in  sc ience?  N o. K n e w  she th e  m a n -m a d e  creeds an d  doctrines 
of theo logy  ? N o . T h o u g h  devoid of a ll  t h a t  th e  w o r ld  sets value 
u p o n ,  even l ib e r ty ,  y e t  she was possessed of a  prize t h a t  th e  world 
k n o w s n o t  h o w  to a p p re c ia te  ; an d ,  g lo r io u s  fact ,  sh e  w as free to u»e it. 
S he  waB endowed w i th  th e  p u re s t  love in unstinted measure, the
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J. BURNS,
P RACTICAL PHRENOLOGIST,

15, S o u t h a m p t o n  llow, W.O.
M r. Burns's m any engagement* render It. neces 

sary th a t visitors make appointm ents in advance.

M il. B U R N S  gives his Psycho-
Organic Delineations on the following term s:— 

For a full W ritten Delineation—the remarks made 
by Mr. Burns being taken down in shorthand, and 
written out verbatim, w ith Cti&rt of the Organs, 21s.

For a  Verbal Delineation, and Marked Chart, 
10s. 6d.

Verbal Delineation, 5s.
A Short Verbal Delineation, for children and those 

of lim ited means, 2s. fid.
Mr. Burns may be engaged to give Delineations on 

his visits to the country.

ASTROLOGY.
"  W orth its Weight in Gold."

17 V E R Y  a d u l t  person  l iv ing  shou ld  pur-
_J chase a t once “ Y OUR FUTURE FORETOLD.” 

a book of 144 pp, cloth, only 2s. fid.
London : J . B u r n s , 15, Southampton Row, W .C .;

W. Al l e n , 11, Ave Maria Lane, Paternoster Row; 
or post-free of E. Ca S.v k l , High fet., Watford, Herts. 

Instructions to purchasers gratis.

A STROLOGY. — PROFESSOR W1L-
fV SON may be Consulted on the Event* of Life, at 
103, Caledonian Road, King's Cross. Personal Cou- 
uitations only. Time of B irth required. Fee, 2s. fid; 

Instructions given. Attendance from 2 till 8 p.m.

A STROLOGICAL CHART.—Send One
Xj L Stamp and an addressed (square size) envelope 
stamped for my Astrological Chart. Address — 
Madame STOFFKR, Dorking.

Miss P . K night is no longer agent for M.S.

T h e  s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  s t a r s . —
Aj;e you anxious about Marriage, Business, or 

absent friends, Ac. ? Consult Sy b il , who will resolve 
your doubts. Fee 2s. fid. Nativities, one guinea.— 
54, George Street, St. Jam es Street, Brighton.

A STROLOGY.—Gabriel can he consulted
iA . upon any event in life. Questions 5s,, Nativities 
15s. Apply by letter only—IS, Nottingham  Street, 
H igh Street, Marylebone.

Christmas Appeal to Spiritualists. 
riMIK COMMITTEE formed to promote a JL Testimonial to Dr. Monok, commend his case as 
one eminently claiming your generosity at this time 
of t he year, when gilts and benevolence are peculiarly 
appropriate.

As one of the pioneers of onr beliefs he has ex 
pended health and all his resources in devotion to the 
Cause : for nearly two years ho has been cared for by 
kind friends who have thereby earned the lusting 
thanks of Spiritualists ; and to enable l)r. Menck to 
return to the work still so dear to him it Is necessary 
to sustain him for the winter in a warmer climate. 
If all unite heartily there will be no difficulty, and the 
Master's benediction will bo yours —

'* Inasmuch as ye did It to the least, of these little 
ones 3’e dul it unto Mic.”

Smallest contributions will he equally welcomed as 
those whose larger means enable them to give moro 
largely. 'J hoy should be sent to the Hon. Secretary 
of the Committee, whose names were announced in 
the Me d i u m  of Nov. 28. Mo r k l l  T h e o b a l d . 

(52, Grauville Park, Blackheath.

E l N T S ON L E C T U R I N G ,  &c.
By H e n r y  P i t m a n . 114 pages, price Is. 

This book contains an account of the Origin of 
Phonography, showing that it originated in the 
study and revision of the Bible. I t  also contains a 
History of Shorthand in Ancient Greece and Rome
as well as in England; with chapters on Shakespeare 
and Shorthand, Reporting in the House of Commons, 
Universal Language, Oratory, or the Art of Speaking 
Well, Elocution, the Art of Breathing, Culture of the 
Voice, Logic, Music, Art of Reasoning, Origin of the 
Penny Post, and Biography of Sir Rowland Hill, 
Paper and Paper Making, Ac.

Dr. Nichols, in the Herald of Health Review, wrote, 
“ The Chapter on Breathing is a contribution to 
Sanitary Science.”

H i n t s  o n  L e c t u r i n g  has been favourably noticed 
by the Press, and the first edition has been sold in a 
few months. The book is full ot valuable hints to 
readers, speakers, and writers, and is both enter 
taining and instructive.

F. Pit m a n , 20, Paternoster Row.
J a m e s  B u r n s , 15, Southampton Row.

Weekly, I d . ; Monthly, fid. (Portraits weekly.)

H o u s e  a n d  h o m e ,
A Journal for all classes; discussing all matters 

pertaining to the dwelling and to the household.
“ I t  may be read by everyone, and to advantage.” 

—Graphic. “ A var.ety ot interesting subjects. 
Daily Chronicle.

Dr. Benson Baker’s papers on “  How to Feed an 
Infant.” should be read by every woman in the land. 
Of all booksellers and newsagents. Office, 335, Strand.

K APHAEL'8 PROPHETIC MESSEN 
GER a n d  EPH EM ERIS f o r  1SS0. Containing 

Predictions of the Events and the W eather th a t are 
likely to oocur during  1380, w ith a large Hiero 
glyphic.

“  R aphael's '' is the oldest and best- Astrological 
Almanac now published. He foretold the great 
floods, the sad Colonial calamities, and all the princi 
pal events of the current year, even to the present 
Afghan War ! Buy, read, and judge it for yourself. 

Rost-fres, 7d. ; w ith Ephemeris, 13d.
London : J .  E. Ca t t j t , 12, A \e Maria Lane, E.C.

MER0URICS’S

P REDICTING ALMANACK for 1S80
Yt ill be Published early in November.

In  consequence of the remarkable predictions of 
the recent hard winter, and the death of the Princess 
Alice and tile King of Italy, the large edition printed 
in October, 1S7S, was sold before X m as; a second 
edition was printed in Jan u ary  last, in order to 
satisfy the demand for copies from the United States 
and all parts of the world. The violent storms of the 
year 1813 were faithfully recorded, and there was 
scarcely an event of any great importance—either 
sickness, death, war, or victory, bu t w hat has been 
faithfully  foretold. Forewarned is to be forearmed. 
Thus to Farm ers, Sportsmen, Merchants, Photo 
graphers, and Traders, this Almanack is invaluable ; 
and in addition to the purely exceptional contents of 
the Almanack, we have everything that can be found 
in the most expensive one,—such as a Tide Table for 
all parts of the Country, a complete list of Fairs, 
Post Office, and all useful information, with complete 
and daily records of the W ind and W eather for the 
year 1380, Astrological Tables and Charts, with full 
directions for casting Nativities, and every informa 
tion useful for Students and Amateurs.

Price 6d., post-free, 7d.
Co-operative Publishing Company, Victoria House, 

Catherine 6 trect, Strand, W.C.

O LD BOOKS oil Alchemy, Magic, and
Astrology.— Send a stam p for catalogue and 

prices to Mr; Kalse, 40, Addison Road, Kensington, 
A lo t of Old Paintings also for Sale.

E F U S E  DALE, T a i l o r , &c . Speci"
■ alities in  Scotch and West of England Tweeds. 

Trousers, 18s. Suits for special occasions made in 
12 hours. Office, Seaside, and Tourists’ Suits from 
Two Guineas.—8 , Southampton Row, London, W.C., 
1 doors from Holborn.

THE CELEBRATED

“J O H N  K I N G ” N U M B E R
OF

THE MEDIUM.
I N turning oyer our stock, we have come

across a small parcel of this most popular of any 
document on 6 piritualisin which lias been printed in 
tins country, i t  contains the portrait of “ John King ” 
as sketched b}r an an is t who saw him mateiialise in 
daylight, and the m atter of which the number con 
sists is of the greatest interest to investigators. Re 
cent investigators of our Cause who have not seen this 
publication would do well to secure a copy. Price Id., 
post free Hd.
Me d iu m  Office, 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.

T H E  SPIRITUAL PIONEER, P u b -
X  l is iie d  Mo n t h l y , price one halfpenny ; 100 
copies, 8s.; 50, post-free, Is. 10d . ; 12, post-free, 5£d. 
W. H. L am b ellk , 63, Manchester Road, Bradford.

M ISS GODFREY, Curative Mesmerist
and Rubber, has REMOVED to 51, George 

Street, Euston Road, where she sees patients by 
appointment only. Ladies suffering from weakness, 
misplacement, or prolapsus, specdil}' cured without 
medicine. Terms moderate.

E DWIN CLAPTON, Stors Hill, Ossett,
begs to notify that he is now opeu for engage 

ments as a Trance Healing Medium.

DR. NICHOLS’
FOOD OF HEALTH

AS
P o r r i d g e ,  B l a n c m a n g e ,  P u d d i n g s ,  &c. 
ONE M EAL A DAY w i l l  G IV E  H E A L T H  

TO THOUSANDS 
W h o  are now suffering from Dyspepsia, Con 
stipation, and their attendant maladies.

8d. per lb. packet.

DR. N IC H O L S ^ N IT A R Y  SOAP.
P U R E S T  SOAP MADE.

Sold by Chemists, Grocers, &o.

M R. C. E. WILLIAMS, 61, Lamb's (Joe-
dult Streot, W.C. At home dally from 12 till 5 

On Thursday and Saturday evenings from 8 o’cloo 
for Reception of Friends. Address as above.

M RS. OLIVE, 10i;, Clarondon Road,
Notting Hill, W., three minutes’ walk from 

Netting Itill Station. Public Trance Seance for Heal 
ing, Mondays, 11 o.m., free Healing Fridays, 3 p.m., 
and Trance Communications, Wednesdays. 7 p.m. 
Admission 2«. fid. At homo for Private Stances every 
day from 11 to 5; fee one guinea, <>r by arrangement. 
Persons unknown to Mrs. Olito must have an intro 
duction from some known Spiritualists.

M R. FRANK HERNE, 15, Thornham
Grove, Stratford, E. Private Seance ̂ attended 

Mr. and Mrs. Herne receive Spiritualists every 
Wednesday, also the first Sunday in each month, at 
ri p.m. Trains from Liverpool Street. Address us 
above.

MR. J . W. FLETCHER.
22, Gordon Street, Gordon Square, W.C.

At, home every day except Sunday.
Sunday  Evenings at S teinw ay Hall,

Lower Seymour Street, 
at 7 o’clock.

MB. J. J. MOfiSE,
I n s p i r a t i o n a l  Tr a n c e  Sj pe a k e h  

E lm  Tree Terrace, U ttoxeter 
Road, Derby.

A g e n t f o r  a l l  k in d s  o f  S p ir itu a l Literature.

M RS. WOODFORDE, Developing and
Healing Medium. Any form of mediumship 

developed. Ladies and children healed by Mesmer 
ism. Terms according to circumstances. Days and 
hours of business—Mondays, Wednesdays, Thurs 
days, and Saturdays, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 90, Great 
Russell Street, Bloomsbury, W.C.

A  SEANCE for CLAIRVOYANCE and
TRANCE at Mrs. PRICHARD'S, 10, Devon 

shire Street, Queen Square, W.C., Thursdays at 8 p.m

M R. E. W. WALLIS, I n s pi r a t io n a l
Sp e a k e r . For terms and dates apply—92, 

Caroline Street, Nottingham.

M ISS M. A. HOUGHTON, Medica-
Clairvoyante and Healing Medium. Examina- 

tions at a distance by lock of hair. Paralysis, Sciatica! 
and Rheumatism, specialities. At home from 12 till 
5 p.m. Patients treated at their homes when desired. 
—99, Park Street, GrosveDor Square, W.

MI S S  B A R N E S ,  Physical and Tea4
Medium, gives Seances for Materialisation— 

Sundays at fi.30, Tuesdays at 8 p.m.; Spiritualists 
oulj’, or by introduction. Dark stance, Mondays, 
Tmirsdavs, and Saturdays, at 8 p.m., 2s. Instruction 
in Mesmerism and Development. —Hackney Spiritual 
Evidence Institution, fi, Kield View Terrace, London 
Fields, E., near Blanchard Road.

C. R. Wil l ia ms , Manager.

/C L A I R V O Y A N T  S IT T IN G S  are given
VJ by “ Da is e v ’s  ” Me d iu m, by appointment only 
Apply at 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C.
A Social Sitting every Friday eveniDg, at 3 o’clock.

H E A L IN G  BY LAYING ON OF HANDS

DR. JAMES MACK
Can only be seen by appointment. Address 

all lettors 15, Southampton Row, London, W.C 
N.B.—Magnetised Fabric for the alleviation or cure 

of Disease, os. per packet, 2s. fid. reuewal.

JOSEPH ASHMAN,
Psychopathic Healer,

14, Sussox Place, Cornwall Gardens, Reming 
ton, W.

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11 a.m, to 5 p.m.

M R. J. H. ALDRI DGE,  Ma<rnetl*c
Healer and Medical Botanist, will send Herbal 

remedies to any one suffering from whatever cause, 
ou receiving P.O.O. for 3s. 6d., payable at Post-cffice, 
Girlington, Bradford, or 45 stamps. A description 
of the diseases will be quite unnecessary, as our little 
girl, only eleven years of age, has the gift of a natural 
6eer- she can see and read the interior of the human 
frame ; distance no object. Address—17, Falrbank 
Road, Whetley Lane, Bradford, Yorks.

1/TRS. JOSEPH ASHMAN’S EMBR0-
X CATION for the euro of Bronchitis, Sore 

Throats, Rheumatism, Sprains, Bruises, Stiff Joints, 
general Debility, Ac., &c.—2s. 33. per bottle.
II, Sussex Place, Cornwall Gardens, Kensington, W.

In P a p e r  W r a p p e r s ,  2 s .  C lo th  H o a r d s , 3 s .

L I F E  B E Y O N D  T H E  G R A V E ,
DESCRIBED BY A SPIRIT, THROUGH A W RITING MEDIUM.

This Volume contains pen and ink Pictures of the Conditions of Life after Physical Dissolution, the perusual of which will 
answer hundreds of questions continually cropping up in the mind of the student of Spiritualism.

LONDON : J. BURNS, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN, W.C.
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