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PKEÏ ÎMEN ARY.

It lias been well remarked, that courage to think, is 
infinitely more rare than courage to act ; and, yet, the 
danger in the former case is only imaginary, in the other 
real.

On no subject, perhaps, has the human mind manifest­
ed more want of courage, than in the pursuit of those 
inquiries which have had for their object the develop­
ment of its own powers, and the laws by which it is go­
verned.

It is intellect which distinguishes man above all the 
other works of the great Creator. To understand, there­
fore, the true philosophy of mind, is one of the highest 
and most noble objects that can possibly engage the at­
tention of any human being.

It is not necessary for the attainment of our present 
object, to attempt an account of the different theories ad­
vanced, heretofore, by the learned, in relation to the phi­
losophy of mental exercises. It would be much more 
easy, we think, to tell what they have not explained, 
in their theories, than it would be to show that any one 
of them has given a satisfactory account of that con­
nection which exists between mind and matter, and the 
different ways in which one is affected by the other.

It is a humiliating fact, and one which shows the lim­
its, and difficulties in the way of human knowledge, that 
the mind should be so slow in arriving at correct percep­
tions of its own nature. And the same remark, indeed, 
might be made of the human body. For, how many 
thousands of years had man existed before he discovered 
the circulation of the blood ? And, when that discovery 
was first announced, was it received by the learned, the 
philosophers, and the conservators of knowledge ? Did 
the multitude fall in with that momentous discovery, as 
a matter which promised any good to the human family ? 
Not at all. It was ridiculed and opposed as a most dan­
gerous error, and years passed away before Harvey’s 
theory was generally received.

And thus of discoveries in Astronomy. Copernicus, it 
is said, was compelled, by public opinion, to keep his 
discovery of the true solar system to himself for more 
than thirty years. And Galileo, for avowing his belief 
in the same system, was cited to appear before the Pope, 
and condemned to prison, while his writings were pub­
licly burned in the streets of Rome ! The odium heaped 
on the characters of these luminaries of our world, by 
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those upon whose minds their light first began to shine, 
has been scarcely equaled, perhaps, by that cast upon 
the advocates of Phrenology, or the believers in Living 
Magnetism.

Indeed, it would be difficult to name any important 
discovery, ever made, in any branch of natural science, 
but which was, at first, most violently opposed; and it 
is worthy of notice, that each of them have been oppo­
sed on the same grounds—they have all been rejected as 
“ false in philosophy, and contrary to the express word of 
God! ” And the Bible has been appealed to, almost as 
often, to disprove Geological and Astronomical facts, as 
it ever was to establish any article of the Christian Faith.

Our Prospectus has already informed the reader, that 
the grand design of the Magnet will be, to call attention 
to such facts, connected with Physiology, Phrenology, 
and Living Magnetism, as may lead to the knowledge of 
those laws which govern the human mind. We shall 
call for facts; and shall attempt the establishment of no 
theory, till we are led into it by a sufficient number of 
facts, such as will bear the ordeal of the most rigid 
scrutiny.

The facts we have to present, under the head of Men­
tal Phenomena, are numerous; and of^their truthfulness 
there can be no dispute. These facts concern all who 
have minds to be enlightened. In presenting them, we have 
only to ask the reader, not to cry (c murder,” but to ex­
plain them. If you do not agree with us, in the inferen­
ces we draw from undisputed premises, very well. Draw 
your own inferences; or if you cannot agree with us, as 
to the manner in which certain phenomena should be ac­
counted for, very well. If you do not like our explana­
tion, give a better one of your own. But, it surely will 
not solve all the difficulties for an objector to answer, 
that all is empiricism, either because it is new to him" or 
he does not understand how the thing can be. Suppose 
I prove that the thing is, precisely, as I have stated it ? 
If the phenomena exist, you must account for it as well 
as I.

The better way, therefore, is, for us to come to the ex­
amination of this subject in the exercise of honesty and 
candor. No one can justly assume, that he has all the 
light, and all the truth, on this or any other subject. 
The light of the great luminary of day (ishines for all.” 
So of moral and philosophical truth. It is confined to no 
creed, nor sect, nor name. It shines for all. God is its
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great author and patron. And he has endowed us with 
minds; capable of investigation, and laid before us the 
means for acquiring this knowledge. And if “the pro­
per study of mankind is man,” it becomes every one 
to understand, as far as possible, the nature of his 
own being; the attributes and capabilities of his own 
mind; and the means by which that mind is enlighten­
ed, and made to subserve the great end for which it 
was created.

That our enterprise is new, and attended with many 
difficulties, we know. Nor do we anticipate a general 
credence in our statements, without investigation. Our 
object is investigation. All we ask is, that persons pre­
possessed against our assumptions, will lay aside their pre­
judices, and come to the examination of our facts with 
that candor which their importance demands.

Wq confidently believe, that we have the means of 
making this periodical one of the most interesting of any 
ever published. Give us sufficient patronage, and you 
shall see in these pages accounts of some of the most in­
teresting mental phenomena which it ever fell to the lot 
of any one to record. Phenomena, so striking, so de­
monstrably true, so wonderful, so full of meaning, in the 
light which they shed on various states of the human 
mind, that we are positively at a loss for language to ex­
press our emotions in view of them.

It is now very generally known, both in this country 
and in Europe, that the editor of this work has been en­
gaged, for some time, in a course of Magnetic cerebral 
experiments, and the promise was long since made, that 
a full account of their results should be given to the 
world, as soon as sufficient patronage could be obtained 
for this periodical, to warrant its publication. Gentle­
men, whose names it would afford the editor great pleas­
ure to mention, could he feel at liberty to do so, have 
suggested the propriety of this work. Having witnessed 
our experiments, they agree with us in the opinion, that 
their results give a most clear, philosophical, and satis­
factory solution of Dreaming, Monomania, Insanity, and 
Madness.

Indeed, we are confident that no change was ever 
wrought in the science of Astronomy, or Medicine, more 
real than that which Phrenology and Magnetism will yet 
bring about in Mental Philosophy. And what can be 
more interesting than to see the human mind itself, as it 
were, dissected? To be able to look into its hidden re­
cesses, and explore the sources of thought ? To under­
stand how it is, that the immaterial, conscious, self-deter­
mining principle controls matter, and gives expression 
through the physical organs to its own desires and emo­
tions ? To be able to show how it is, that the eyes, and 
the features of the face, speak out and manifest, as they 
do, the feelings of the soul ?

The subject of Living Magnetism, we know, is des­
tined to abuse and misrepresentation. Why not, as 
much as any other truth, or fact, in which the good 
of man has been concerned ? Scarcely any matter of 
fact, now admitted by the scientific world, but was once 
a subject of ridicule. And what subject lias been more 
abused than Religion ? And yet, it lives, and spreads, 
and gives sure presage of its triumph all over the 
world : —

“ Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again
The eternal years of God are hers;

But error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies amid her worshipers.”

It is a most interesting fact, that Phrenology, though 
now in its infancy, has well nigh lived down the ridicule 
and opposition which were formerly waged against it. 
And, had it not been true—had it not been founded in 
fact — the names, and talents, and wealth, which have 
been arrayed for its annihilation, would have proved suc­
cessful long ago ! But what a glorious triumph has 
Phrenology achieved over the world, in arms against it! 
Yes, its claims, as a science of the first importance, are 
not only now generally admitted, but the best minds in 
the civilized world are convinced of its truth. Not a 
class of the learned can be mentioned, not a party, in 
religion, medicine, or politics, but among whom you will 
find numbers who firmly believe in the truth of Phre­
nology ; and many who will acknowledge themselves in­
debted to its light, as much, or more, than to any other 
science, for the knowledge they have of themselves, or 
the mental character of others. Indeed, we do not be­
lieve that any other science could boast of men higher in 
the scale of intelligence or learning, than are now the 
firm advocates of Phrenology.
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And the learned Dr. Elliotson, President of the Royal 
Medical Society of Edinburgh, affirms that “the pro­
duction of coma (sleep) by Mesmerism, independent of all 
mental impressions, is a truth noiv admitted by a very 
large number of the best informed, acuiest, and least cred­
ulous men in England.” And we venture to predict, that 
the time is not distant, when the fact will be generally 
admitted in this country. Hitherto, it has been stoutly 
denied; and all that we have seen in the papers, maga­
zines, and quarterlies, on this subject, has been but little 
else than ridicule and misrepresentation.

But, it is not to be supposed that the claims of 
Living Magnetism will be generally admitted, all at 
once. As yet, but very little is known of its laws,—and 
this little will obtain credence by slow degrees, like oth­
er new matters of fact. However, if there be inherent 
efficiency in truth, or, if we may judge of the future by 
the past, then we may confidently anticipate the time 
when justice will be rendered to this subject. If it be 
true, it can bear all, and more falsehoods than have ever 
yet been reported against it. These, truth is able to 
bear. They will, of course, retard her progress for a 
while, but not forever.

It is in the nature of the human mind to progress in 
its investigations of whatever tends to illustrate its own 
susceptibilities and powers. It has not the power of ori­
ginating faculties for itself, but it lias the power to be­
come familiar with itself; to know its own properties, 
and the nature of those exercises which distinguish mind 
from every thing besides. Like matter, when once set 
in motion, it continues, in despite of time’s changes ; and 
its great Author, himself, informs us that its motions are 
destined to continue,

Í
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“While life, and thought, and being last, 
Or immortality endures.”
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THE MAGNETIC FORCES.

TERRE STRIAI MAGNETISM.

Written for the Magnet. 
THE MAGNETIC FORCES.

BY IIENRY HALL SHERWOOD, M. D.
The action of the forces on which motion de­

pends, is illustrated, in the most simple manner, by 
the magnet; for one of these forces repels and ex­
pands, as seen in the case of magnetized iron filings 
adhering to each other, and to magnetic poles of the 
same kind, as seen in iron or steel bars, fig. 1.

The other is an attractive force which contracts, 
as seen in the case of magnetized iron filings adhe­
ring to each other, and to poles of opposite kinds, as 
seen in iron or steel bars, fig. 2.

The pole to which the arrow head of the magnet­
ic needle points, is called, for the sake of distinction, 
the negative pole; and that to which the opposite 
or tail end of the needle points, the positive pole. 
The arrow head of the needle being at the same 
time a positive, and the opposite end a negative 
pole, the negative pole of the magnetized bar at­
tracts the positive, and repels the negative end of 
the needle at the same time; because opposite poles 
attract, and similar poles repel each other, as seen 
in the case of the iron filings.

In the case of the positive pole, in the magnetized 
bar, this order is reversed ; for the positive pole of 
the bar attracts the negative, and repels the positive 
end of the needle at the same time, and consequent­
ly compels it to lie on the magnetic lines in the bars, 
as seen in the figures. These magnetic poles always 
have a magnetic axis on a direct line between them, 
and a magnetic equator equidistant from them, and 
at right angles with the magnetic axis, as is also 
seen in the figures.

These forces are innate in every kind of matter, 
and are uniformly found in a simple unorganized 
state in unorganized bodies, and in an organized or 
magnetized state, in organized bodies, as is well as­
certained by chemical analysis: for, the decompo­
sitions and compositions in chemistry are well 
known to be produced by the action of these forces.

The amount of these forces in a given quantity of 
matter, is so great as to make its estimation very 
difficult. Some idea of its amount may, however, 

, be formed from the amount obtained in the decom­
position of one drop of water, which is ascertained 
to be sufficient to charge a large galvanic battery. 
No doubt can, therefore, be entertained, that the 
amount of these forces, condensed in matter, is abun­
dantly sufficient for all the purposes of motion.

When an organized body is magnetizing another 
body, it is organizing the forces condensed in the 
unorganized body. To magnetize is, therefore, to 
organize the forces in the body magnetized; for, 
when one body is magnetized by another, the mag­
netizing body loses no appreciable power by its ac­
tion on the body magnetized, as is well ascertained 
by numerous experiments.

The forms in which the forces are organized de­
pend upon a great number of conditions, which are 
apparently constant and uniform, among which, is 
the number of poles in the magnetizing body, the 
manner of magnetizing, and the form of the body 
magnetized.

When a square piece of saw plate or sheet iron 
is magnetized by mere contact of its flat surface on 
one pole of a galvanic battery, one strong pole is 
formed in the centre of the plate, and a weak pole, 
or satellite of the strong pole, in each corner of the 
plate, as seen in fig. 3.

If the plate is magnetized on the positive pole of 
the battery, the pole in the centre of the plate will 

Fig. 4.
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be a negative pole, to which the positive pole of the [ 
needle points, as in the above figure; but when the 
plate is placed on the negative pole of the battery, 
this order is reversed, when the negative end of the 
needle points to a positive pole in the centre of the 
plate, as seen in fig. 4.

Circular plates, magetized in the same manner, 
present the same phenomena, and when they are 
made with a round hole in the centre, the strong 
pole is always found in the centre of the space, in 
the centre of the plate. If we place a piece of white 
paper over such a plate, and then strew fine iron 
filings over it, the forces in the plate will arrange 
the magnetized iron filings over it, in the manner 
seen in fig. 5.

Fig. 5.

The forces from the strong pole in the centre, 
overcome the forces from the weak poles in the cir­
cumference of the plate, at comparatively small dis­
tances from them, and, consequently, arrange the 
iron filings around them in a circular manner. The 
poles in the circumference of the plate, as wTell as 
those in the corners of the square plates, are of op­
posite denominations in the order of the letters a, a, 
b, b, which are always changed with the order of 
magnetizing on the different poles of the battery.

When square bars of iron or steel, (fig. 1, 2,) or 
plates of iron or steel, in the form of parallelograms, 
are magnetized in the common manner, by drawing 
them across the poles of a battery or magnet, two 
opposite poles are formed, having a magnetic axis in 
a direct line between the poles, and a magnetic equa­
tor at right angles to it, as seen in the plate, in the 
form of a parallelogram, fig. 6.

Fig. 6.

The magnetic axis in these forms is never on a 
line drawn through the centre of the plate, but are 
always at a greater or less angle from it, in direct 
proportion to the width of the plate. On measuring 
this anxle in a parallelogram, six inches long and 
one incn wide, it amounted to 2° 30'; in one six 
inches long and half an inch wide, it amounted to 
1° 15', and in one six inches long and a quarter of an 
inch wide, it amounted to 37' 30". Parallelograms 
of the seme width, and one foot in length, would 

make angles of one half of these amounts. The 
amounts of these angles were determined with great 
accuracy, and are of great importance to navigators, 
as they are supplied with compasses having needles 
of the above form, and, generally, from half an inch 
to one inch wide, and from six to ten inches in 
length, and are, therefore, well calculated io de­
ceive the navigator in his course from 1° 15' to 2° 
30'. Many a ship, and an immense amount of pro­
perty, has, no doubt, been lost from this cause, 
which may hereafter be avoided by suspending 
these needles on their edges instead of their flat sur­
faces, or, by using needles of another form, in which 
the magnetic axis corresponds with lines drawn 
through the centre of the needle, fig. 7.

Fig. 7.

It should always be broad in the middle, and 
very narrow—at a distance of from half an inch to 
an inch from each end, in needles of a length vary­
ing from six inches to a foot; because the forces 
in the needle will attract the poles about that dis­
tance.

In plates of the form of a ring, or of a disc, fig. 8,

Fig. 8.

magnetized on both poles of the battery, the mag­
netic axis corresponds with a line drawn through 
the centre ot the ring, or disc, and when meridian 
lines are drawn over the disc, the variation needle 
lies on those meridian lines, as seen in the figure, 
while the dipping needle dips around it on the op­
posite sides of the equator, or in the different hemis­
pheres, w’ith geometrical precision.

The galvanic battery was first constructed by 
Galvani, to concentrate the magnetic forces evolved 
in the decomposition of metals, and hence called a 
galvanic battery. It is in two parts, fig. 9. A is 
the battery, and B B the poles connected w’ith it by 
two copper wires, C C. The battery is constructed 
with alternate circles of sheet copper and zinc. 
The circles of copper are connected at D, and the 
circles of zinc at È. These connections terminate 
in thimbles, in which mercury is placed to connect 
them with the copper wires and the magnet. The 
poles of the battery, B B, arc made of round soft
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iron, bent in the form of 
a horse shoe, and then 
wound with six coils of 
copper wire, covered first

• with oiled silk, and termi­
nating in thimbles, as seen 
at F F; h h, direction of 
the resultant forces, from 
magnetizing the copper 
wires.

If the battery A, thus 
constructed, is placed in a 
jar of water, in which a 
mixture of nitric and sul­
phuric acids has been pour­
ed, the acid will begin to 
act upon the circles of cop­
per and zinc, and the two 
latent forces condensed in 
the metals being liberated 
in the process of decompo­
sition, are attracted sepa­
rately along the opposite 
wires to the different poles 
of the battery. The pole 
connected With the copper 
circles being a positive, t 
and that connected with 
the zinc circles a negative 
pole. >

Iron or steel rings, discs, 
and iron or steel of any 
other form, can be mag- 

such a battery; and one or

The

netized on the poles of _
more poles communicated from them to these me­
tallic instruments, and from these to others.
forces are organized geometrically in the magnets, 
and in the magnetized ring, (fig. 10,) and produce,

Fig. 10.

by their combined action, geometric motions of the 
needle, by attracting one end of it, and repelling the 
other at the same time, as before described. The 
ring has two poles and a magnetic axis, e n, and a 
magnetic equator, a c; and the needle which lies 
parallel with the axis on the equator, a c, dips with 
geometrical progression to the magnetic poles in 
the northern and southern hemispheres of the ring, 
e n, and corresponds with the dip of the needle in 
the northern and southern hemispheres of the earth. j 
The ring is a middle section of a hollow sphere,

which I magnetized in the first attempt I made for 
that purpose, by moving it from the equator, at a, 
around to the equator, at c, successively on the dif­
ferent poles of a galvanic battery, and then drawing 
it across the different poles of the battery along the 
line of the magnetic axis, n e, when the needle 
dipped around it in the manner seen in the figure, 
and presented the most perfect and important instru­
ment ever invented for demonstrating the natural 
laws of the mechanical forces.*

The pole e, to which the three arrow beads point, 
is a negative pole, because it attracts the positive 
and repels the negative end of the needle. The 
same, or positive end of the needle, is attracted, and 
the opposite or negative end is repelled from the 
equator to the pole, with forces which increase in­
versely as the squares of the distances from the 
equator to the pole; while the pole n, to which the 
tails of these needles point, is a positive pole, be­
cause it attracts the negative end of the needle, and 
the opposite or positive end is repelled from the 
equator to the pole, with forces which increase in 
the same manner from the equator to the pole.

The negative pole, and the negative or northern 
hemisphere of the ring, have two forces like the 
magnets, one of which attracts the positive at the 
same time the other repels the negative end of the 
needle. The positive pole, and positive or southern 
hemisphere of the ring, have also two forces, one 
of Which attracts the negative, while the other re­
pels the positive end of the needle; and hence the 
cause of the reversed order of the geometrical ar­
rangement of the needle, in the different hemis­
pheres.

I magnetized a ring for the first time, in May or 
June, 1837. Every attempt by others to do so had 
failed, and Dr. Peter Mark Roget, of London, who 
wrote the articles on Electricity, Magnetism, and 
Electro-Magnetism, in the Library of Useful Knowl­
edge, founded a mathematical theory, conformable 
to observation, on the assumption that it could not 
be magnetized so as to affect the needle, as will be 
seen by the following extract from that work.—

“If a steel bar, instead of being bent in the form 
of a horse shoe, be formed into a complete ring, (fig. 
167,) and then magnetized, it exhibits no magnetic 

properties as long as the 
ring is entire; but when 
broken into any number 
of portions, each part has 
two poles, and possesses 
all the properties of an or­
dinary magnet. This ex­
periment suggested the 
theoretical investigation of 
the properties of a system I 
of small circular currents, 
situated in planes, per­
pendicular to another cir­
cle, passing through all 

their centres. The result of the investigation of 
this problem led to a mathematical theorem exactly 
conformable to observation: a ring so constituted, 
or an electro-dynamic ring, as it has been called, 
being found, both from theory and experiment, to 
exert no action upon a voltaic conductor or magnet, 
at whatever distance from it, or in whatever situa­
tion it may be placed.”

When the ring is moved over one or both poles of

?
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* The same result is obtained by merely placing equal 
parts of the ring on the centre of the poles of the bat­
tery.
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the battery in a circular manner onlv, it exhibits no 
magnetic properties, because the forces condensed 
in the ring, although excited, are not polarized by 
these circular motions in an entire circular form like 
the ring, and it has, consequently, no more effect 
upon the needle or magnet, after such an exhibition 
of the art of magnetizing, than it has before such an 
attempt is made.

The earth is magnetized geometrically, and has 
two magnetic poles, m n, (fig. 11,) a magnetic axis, 

IF,
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e, and a magnetic equator, g d ; p, the north, and h1 
the south pole of the earth; a, the axis of rotation 
k w, equator; g I, tropic of Capricorn, and o d, tropic 
of Cancer.

The magnetic poles are in the arctic and antarc­
tic circles, and move around the earth from east to 
west, at the annual rate of 32' 26", and perform an 
entire revolution in 666 years, and are the cause of 
the variation in the declination of the needle, over 
every part of the earth.

SOUNDING THE SEA BY ELECTRO-MAGNETISM.
Electricity is daily extending its sphere of oper­

ation, and is becoming more and more extensively 
applied to useful purposes. We have this week 
seen an ingenious apparatus contrived by Mr. Bain, 
the inventor of the electrical clock, for the purpose 
of taking soundings at sea by the Electro-Magnetic 
power. At present great difficulty exists, when ta­
king the sounding in deep water, in ascertaining the 
exact time the weight strikes the ground. The ob­
ject of Mr. Bain’s contrivance is to obviate this dif­
ficulty, and he accomplishes it in the following man­
ner. To the bottom of the hammer of a bell is at- 
tachcd a piece of soft iron, which is placed opposite 
an electro magnet, and it is so arranged that when 
the communication between the coils of wire round 
the magnet and galvanic battery is completed, the 
magnet attracts the iron and holds back the hammer. 
As soon as the connection is broken the Magnetic 
power ceases, and the hammer acted on by a string 
strikes upon the bell. This part of the apparatus is 
intended to remain on the deck of the vessel when 
the soundings are made. The insulated wires from 
the galvanic battery, properly protected from the ac­
tion of the water, serve for the cord to which the 
weight is fixed, so as to complete or break the 
connection between the ends of the wires is extreme­
ly simple and ingenious. When the pressure of the 
weight bears on the hook, the electric current is un­

interrupted, and the magnet keeps the hammer from 
the bell; but when the weight rests upon the ground, 
connection is broken ; the attraction of the magnet 
instantly ceases, and the hammer being thus libera­
ted, is forced against the bell by the spring. It 
would thus indicate with the utmost precision the 
moment the weight reached the bottom of the sea. 
The apparatus is to be added to the numerous curi­
osities at the Polytechnic institution. Its efficacy 
has been tested in the deep reservoir in which the 
diving bell descends. The inventor has been pre­
vented from protecting his property in this invention 
by the expense of obtaining a patent, but, we trust, 
if his plan be found to succeed in practice, of which 
we have no doubt, that lie will not go unrewarded.

Inventor’s Advocate.

id
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Lunar Phenomenon.—The Sandusky Clarion of 
January 29th contains the following:—

“ On the night of Tuesday, the 25th instant, our 
attention’was called to the extraordinary appear­
ance of the moon. It was truly a singular, but most 
beautiful sight. The moon was at the full, or with­
in a few hours of it. At the time, there "was a thin 
haze in the atmosphere, and there were seven dis­
tinct circles around the moon, displaying all the co­
lors of the rainbow, with nearly if not quite equal 
brilliancy.

“It is not easy to designate the different colors of 
the circles with exactness, but we made the follow­
ing note at the time: ‘Within the inner circles, a 
bright white, (or rather a dead white,) then a brown 
(circle,) then a green, then a faint blue.’ The last 
was discernible. This appearance lasted ten or fif­
teen minutes after we first saw it, and it is said that 
a similar appearance was presented about half an 
hour afterward.”

The Influence,, of Civilization ufon Health 
and Disease.-—Forrey, in his work on Endemic In­
fluences, furnishes some interesting facts in reference 
to the influence which the progress of civilization has 
exerted upon health and disease among the popula­
tion of various countries. Since 1650, all the coun­
tries of Europe, as well as the principal towns, pre- ■ 
sent'a gradual diminution of mortality. The value 
of life has doubled in London in the last century, and 
in many cities the probability of life to a citizen has 
gradually become five times greater. This increased 
salubrity is referable to various causes, the principal 
of which are the improved condition of the lower 
classes of society as regards food, clothing, and fuel, 
better habits as respects cleanliness, ventilation, and 
the use of spirituous liquors, and improved medical 
practice, especially in preventive means. The favo­
rite opinion that poverty is conducive to longevity, 
is disproved by statistical investigations.

Magnetism in China.—At the last meeting of the 
Royal Asiatic Society, held on Saturday, it was stated 
by Sir Geo. Staunton, Bart., that a magnetic observa­
tory had actually been erected and furnished by the 
Chinese at Pekin, on the same principle as those re­
cently constructed by the British Government in dif­
ferent parts of the world according to the recommen­
dations of the Royal Society. This is one among 
many other instances of the probable results that may 
be anticipated from throwing open an intercourse 
with this large, and, in many respects, intellectual 
country. Captain Blackwood, R. N., of her Majesty’s 
ship Fly, 18 guns, who is about to depart in command 
of an expedition to Torres Straits and New Guinea, 
was formally introduced to the society.—English pa.

if
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contemned the question might be; the more so the better for k 
the credit of him who, through so many obstacles, has been § 
enabled to feel his way, in arriving at results as much more ' 
curious and astonishing than the discovery of the circulation i 
of the blood, as can well be conceived.

And we have found it quite difficult to persuade ourselves, r 
that all who shall read our accounts, will believe that we 1 
have not been deceived in these matters, and therefore are j
not to be credited in the principal facts. However, the wri- I
ter is just as conscious that he has not been deceived, him- |
self, as he is that he is not now deceived in the use of the 1
pen with which these lines are written. And this is said in |
full view of those various hallucinations of which the hu­
man mind is capable, and the ten thousand chances for mis­
takes, in our attempts to analyze its untold and mysterious | 
operations. |

It might be expected, perhaps, that, in stating our own 
discoveries, we should first give a consecutive account of 
Magnetism in previous ages of the world, and point out dis­
tinctly the advances hitherto made in the principles of this ; 
science. But to do this at length, here, would leave no room ; 
for kindred subjects, to which it is necessary we should 
devote a portion of our work.

There are, certainly, good reasons for believing, chat some | 
knowledge of what is now denominated Living Magnetism, : 
prevailed in Egypt more than three thousand years ago. Au­
thors on Egyptian Antiquities describe paintings found in 
Thebes, and elsewhere, which represent a person in a sleep- 1 
ing posture, while another is in the act of making the passes 
over him! And it is said, the priests of Chaldea practised 
Magnetism as a medicinal agent, many years before the 
Christian era. Celcus, a philosopher of the first century * 
after Christ, speaks of a physician, by the name of Ascle- 
piades, who soothed the ravings of the insane by manipula­
tions, and he adds, that his manual operations, when con- ‘ 
tinued for some time, produced a degree of sleep, or leth- J 
argy. |

Aristotle informs us that Thales, who lived some six hnn- i 
dred years before Christ, ascribed the curative properties in ! 
the magnet, to a soul with which he supposed it to be en­
dowed, and without which he conceived no kind of motion 
could take place. Pliny, also, affirms the magnet to be use­
ful in curing diseases of the eyes, scalds an‘d burns, &c. And 
Serapon, a physician of the ninth century, speaks of its effi­
cacy in extracting poison from wounds. In the thirteenth 
century, Platearius recommended the application of the load- i 
stone to wounds: and, indeed, it seems to have been in con- ; 
siderable repute, some five hundred years since, as a medici­
nal agent. In 1638, Robert Fludd, an English physician, 
published a theory of the Universe, in which he attempted to i 
account for its various phenomena by the attractive or mag- i 
netic power, and the antipathy of bodies. Man, he consid­
ered as the microcosm he held to be endowed with a magne­
tic virtue, subject to the same laws as those which governed 
the world ; having his poles like the earth, and his favorable ' 
and contrary winds. He attempted to describe what pro­
duced negative or positive magnetism between different per­
sons, and states, that when the latter subsists, diseases, and : 
particular affections, and even the moral feelings, are com­
municated from the one to the other.

A work was published at Rome, in 1641, by Kircher, a ■ 
German philosopher, in which the author describes the influ­
ence of this agency, not only as it is diffused throughout the 

; solar system, but also as he believed it to exist in minerals, 
plants, and animals. We believe he is the first who made the 
distinction between vegetable, mineral, and animal magnet­
ism. Similar views may be found in the “Nova Medicina 

J Spirituum,” of Wirdig, published in 1673, and the following

I PHREXO-MAGNETIC DISCOVERIES.

We can easily imagine how unwilling many intelligent 
j Phrenologists will be, to sec our favorite science connected, 
1 in any way, with the subject of living Magnetism. The for- 
| mer they believe to be true ; of the latter they know nothing, 
] except the stigma in which it has been involved by the igno- 
1 rance of its friends, and the aspersions cast upon it by ene- 
| mies who were unwilling to give this an equal chance with 
s the claims of other branches of science. But it will certain- 
3 ly change the views of such believers in Phrenology, when 
| they come to find, as they will, sooner or later, that, without 
| Magnetism, Phrenology is no more than a body without a 
| soul. For, what is the brain, of its various developments, 
| without Ufa?
| We once had the same objections to Phrenology, that
| many Phrenologists now have against the claims of Living 
I Magnetism. But the latter subject I never doubted. From 
| childhood I had always felt a peculiar sympathy for persons 
I laboring under what were called nervous affections, mono- 
1 mania, and insanity; and, if the testimonies of many intelli- 
I gent persons, in different parts of the country, may be relied 
| on, but few have been more successful in managing and as- 
| sisting in these cases, though, indeed, until within a few 
1 years, I had never heard the name of Living Magnetism. 
| My mind was first interested in this subject by seeing per- 
1 sons very strangely affected by religious excitement, when 
j they were said to li lose their strength,” and swoon away as 
| in cases of catalepsy. In these cases I have frequently 
| known the limbs and the entire system to become perfectly: 
| rigid, and sometimes, persons have assumed to have visions, 
| trances, &c., and I have known them to lie in this state more 
| than forty-eight hours at one time.
I These phenomena led me, some years since, to suppose the
1 existence of laws which governed the nervous system, or 
| some other substance, identical with the living human body, 
| which had not been understood, and which afforded the only 
| true foundation which could be assigned for any thing real 
| which has ever taken place under the name of Mesmerism. 
| Accordingly, I determined on ail investigation of this sub- 
| ject, for the purpose of sifting it to the bottom, and asccr- 
1 taining how far the nervous system could be affected by the 
| influence of the human will. The results of my first cerebral 
| experiments were published in the New York Watchman, in 
| the course of the past year, and excited the attention of nu- 
| merous scientific gentlemen in this city and elsewhere, many 
| of whom have repeatedly suggested to me the propriety of 
| furnishing an account of them, as a service due to truth and 
I the interests of science.
u That it may seem presumptuous, for one of our claims, at
b this age of the world, to assume to have made any disco ve- 
| riesin Psychology, which have remained, hitherto, not mere­

ly unknown, but not even conjectured, we can easily foresee.
However, we wish it to be understood, that though we feel

, perfectly confident that we have found some of the most im- 
| portant laws which govern the mental or physical exercises 
Is of living beings ; yet we desire to speak on this matter with 

becoming modesty. We do not set up for an oracle on any 
| subject, and much less upon Magnetism. We think, how- 
j ever, that we should be permitted to state, plainly, the re- 
| suits of our cerebral investigations, and to do this without 
| giving offence to any one. Is there any other person but who 
jj would, himself, wish to do the same ? No matter how igno­

rant and uninformed on other subjects—no matter how much
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works:—“Medicina Magaetiea/’ by A.Maxwell, in 16.79; 
“ Philosopliia Recondita, sive Magics? fviagneticae Mumia- 
lis Scientice Explanatio,” published in 1723; and Thouret’s 
« Reclierches et Doutessur le Magnetisme Animal.”

Indeed, various authors, from the earliest ages, have re­
ferred to cases of disease which have been cured by similar 
means, and almost every sect of enthusiasts has its records 
of cures performed, not, indeed, by miracle, but, in some in­
stances, it may have been, by the touch or friction of the 
hand; as it is well known that similar means were recom­
mended for the cure of certain diseases long before the days 
of Mesmer. Nor do the people of this country seem to 
have any idea, how extensively the views of this French 
Magnetist have, since his day, excited the attention of the 
scientific, not in France alone, but, also, in Germany, Russia, 
Prussia, and other portions of the world. Among these na­
tions, Living Magnetism has long been studied as a science, 
and numerous and able works have been published on the 
subject.

However, when we shall have become familiar with this 
vast subject in all its lengths and breadths ; when we come 
to sec that the Magnetic forces govern the solar system; 
that they explain the phenomena of light, colors, the growth 
of plants, and all living beings; that their all-pervading 
laws give the true solution of the phenomena of disease and 
health, of life and death ; we say, when these things shall 
have become known, as we doubt not they will, in time, 
then it will be a matter of astonishment, that Man should 
have been so tardy in arriving at the true knowledge of his 
nature, and the principles of his own being.

It is now scarcely fifty years since Galvani first demon­
strated the animal body to be a galvanic machine, and a far 
less number of years since the suggestion was made by Dr. 
Arnott, that the brain was an electric battery. And, yet, 
how little use has thus far been made of these important 
and truly philosophical suggestions ! And this seems the 
more surprising, when we examine the evidence which eve­
ry where meets our eyes, demonstrating the Magnetism of 
all living bodies.

Since our own Magnetic discoveries were made, we have 
seen and read with much interest two works, among others, 
which we cannct forbear noticing in these remarks, ap­
proaching, as their authors appear to have done, so very 
near the truth, on the subject of Magnetism ; and we should 
add, they not only approach the truth, but in both we have 
much valuable matter, which goes very far towards demon­
strating the identity of animal life and Magnetism. The 
first was written by P. Cunningham, (R. N.,) and published 
in London, in 1S34, in which the author attempts to show 
that two simple elements, Electricity and Magnetism, not 
only produce all the revolutions and changes in the earth 
and the heavenly bodies, but, also, the conception, growth, 
and decay of every living animal, or vegetable substance, 
throughout the globe.

The other was published in Paris, in 1836, and is entitled, 
11 Enquiry into the Nature and Effects of the Nervous Influ­
ence, and its Connection with the Vital, Moral, and Intel­
lectual Operations.” In this work, the writer, whose name 
is not given, assumes, and gives many plausible reasons to 
show, that the material agent upon which the immaterial 
spirit operates, is a subtle and mobile fluid, of an electric 
nature, of which the brain and the nerves arc the conduc­
tors. And the author adds, “ I am inclined to think that 
the means by which these operations are performed, may, 
perhaps, be within the reach of our knowledge, and be de­
veloped when the science of Anatomy, Physiology, and 
Chemistry shall have arrived at a greater degree of perfec­
tion.”

One of the most important discoveries which we claim to 
have made, is the very mystery here referred to. The re­
sults of our experiments, as we think, give a most curious 
and satisfactory explanation of the manner in which mind 
acts upon matter, and how it is that the muscles and limbs 
are made to obey the human will. They do more ; they ex­
plain how it is, that one mind acts upon another, and by 
what process one person is able to exert an influence, good 
or bad, over his fellow beings.

In 1838, Dr. Henry H. Sherwood, of this city, published 
an interesting work, demonstrating that motion is produced 
every where by the action of the Magnetic forces ; and also, 
that one of these forces repels and expands, while the other 
attracts and contracts; and by magnetizing a steel ring he 
further showed, that the action of these forces is geometri­
cal ; and that the earth is magnetized geometrically, and 
has two Magnetic poles, one in the arctic, and the other in 
the antarctic circle, and that they move from east to west 
at the annual rate of thirty-two minutes and twenty-six se­
conds. He has also given some plausible reasons, showing 
the Magnetism of the Human system, and the polarity of 
the brain, which may be seen in his work entitled, “ Motive 
Power of Organic Life,” a new edition of which was publish­
ed the past year.

Nothing, probably, has done more to bring the subject of 
Living Magnetism into disrepute, in this country, than the 
manner in which the subject has been treated by many of 
its friends. Public attention was first called to it under a 
most hateful name, and the many silly stories put in circu­
lation about its wonders, could but arouse prejudice, and 
unfit the minds of candid people to give it a favorable recep­
tion. No one but a person of known and tried integrity 
should attempt to exhibit, or defend any science, especial­
ly if it be one of recent discovery. To say the least, it is 
extremely unfortunate for truth, when its claims arc advo­
cated by any but its real friends, those that are such in heart 
and life.

But we may be asked, we know, what shall be done? Mi­
nisters of religion and professed Christians stand aloof, or 
oppose, and hence the characters of many who have engaged 
in the defence of Magnetism, have raised a false issue, and, 
of course, brought it into disrepute. It is a. burning shame 
that candid people, who want to be informed in Magnetism, 
should be compelled to attend the public exhibitions of this 
abused subject, which are often got up for making money, 
and to gratify the idle curiosity of the gaping multitude.— 
But, for the benefit of truth and science, it is to be hoped, 
that the attention of intelligent people will soon be suffi­
ciently interested in this subject, to be able to wrest it from 
these abuses, and place it where it evidently belongs, among 
the agencies which the beneficent Creator has ordained for 
the relief of suffering humanity.

The editor of this work believes himelf to have been the 
first in this, or any other country, to use Living Magnetism 
as a means for Physiological and Phrenological discoveries.— 
And, though almost any other person might have found out 
the same results had lie made use of the appropriate means, 
yet many will doubtless turn up the lip at our statements, 
who, themselves, would have considered it an immortal honor 
to have enjoyed the facilities which have so richly crowned 
our humble inquiries after truth. And, if wc feel thankful 
for any thing, we arc grateful for that knowledge God has 
brought within our reach of the human mind. And hence, 
we arc not at a loss to account for the views which prevail 
against what wc have already published on this subject. We 
arc not surprised, nor mortified, when wc meet with contu­
mely instead of thanks ; nor when we see a sneer where we 
might justly expect a word of approval and encouragement.
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We have lived long enough to understand the true causes 
? which bring about these results«
B The details of the interesting and curious phenomena

produced by our experiments, will be given in the succeeding 
| numbers of this work. It must suffice for us now, to state, 
| that they demonstrate, as we believe, the following assump- 
5 tions:—

I. The Magnetic Nature of Living Bodies.
R That every living being possesses a Magnetic Nature,
i which constitutes its life. This nature is not the Nervous 
| system, but it is governed by the two magnetic forces, with- 
1 out which the nerves have no sensation or motion, either 
(1 physical or mental. The strength and proportions of these 
| forces, in certain parts of the system, (other things being 
| equal,) make the difference in the Temperaments, and, also, 

in the physical strength and mental exercises of different indi- 
| viduals. What is called instinct in animals and insects de­

pends, wholly, upon the strength and proportions of these 
fe magnetic forces. For, as they increase in. number and power 
| in any living body, we shall find the mental developments 
| and intellectual power increased accordingly. And it is a 

most remarkable and interesting fact, that two of the larger 
| forces of the human brain have their poles located in the 
H organs of Causality, those very faculties which not only dis- 
[j tingush man more than others from all other living animals; 
p but the size of these organs, (others in proportion,)as is well 
fe known, distinguishes the intellectual performances of one mind 
| from those of another. Franklin, Puish, and Newton had 

these poles very strong, and whoever has noticed the busts 
fa of these distinguished men, will have observed how promi- 
| nent their organs of Causality are where these large poles 
5 are located.g

The cut below gives the location of the two large poles in 
! the front part of the brain; and by fig. 5, on a preceding page, 
5 (4,) the reader will see a representation of the correspond-

hig poles in the cerebellum, as also the great pole in the 
’ centre of the brain.

| II. Polarity of the Mental and Physical Organs.
| The brain has five large poles, corresponding with five
| others in the heart. And, with these large poles, there are 
| consecutive poles throughout the entire system, connected 
| with every mental and vital organ, and with every muscle 
| and portion of the body which is concerned in the production 
1 of voluntary and involuntary motion.
| All the organs and muscles of the system are connected
I with the magnetic forces from the brain, so that while the 
1 heart is the great fountain of vitality to the system, the brain 
| is the organ of thought for the mind. And each vital and 

mental organ has its corresponding pole, positive and nega- 
VOL. I. NO. I

tive, and these sympathetic points from the different organs 
are all located in the face and neck, so that by Operating 
either on these sympathetic points in the face, or the poles 
of the organs in the brain, I can excite any mental or physi­
cal action, and remove it, at pleasure, as the condition of the 
patient may require.

For instance, by operating on one portion Of the brain, I 
produce, in the mind of the patient, the feeling of Self Es­
teem ; by operating on another portion, I produce the feeling 
of Gratitude; on another, the feeling of Joy; on another, 
the feeling of Filial Love ; and so of every emotion or sensa­
tion which is peculiar to the human mind. And thus, also, i 
of the physical organs. The sympathetic points, correspond­
ing with the lungs, are located in the face, where you will | 
see the hectic flush, in cases of pulmonary consumption.— 
The points (or poles, it may be,) of the organs of smell, are 
located at the lower part, each side, of the nose, and by ope­
rating here, I excite the corresponding organ of Smell. The 
sympathetic points of Mirthfulness are located in the corners 
of the mouth, and when I operate on these points, they are 
drawn up in the act of laughing«.

This discovery gives the only true foundation for Physiog- | 
nomy and Patliognomy. It shows how it is that the mind ex- | 
cites the organs, and, also, how it is that the mental facul- | 
ties excite one another, and when they are in exercise, it 
shows how it is that they produce the appropriate expression 
in the eyes, and features of the face. Think of it, reader! 
And then say what could be more interesting than a know­
ledge of these laws, which, as it would seem, have remained 
hidden for six thousand years, by which the mind looks out 
in the face, and expresses its emotions through the organs of g 
clay! 1

This discovery enables us to tell you how it is that the 
feelings of the mind are conveyed in the tones of the voice ; 1
and by what process the health is affected by the exercise ot 
the intellect;—in a word, it gives the only true and satisfac­
tory account of the manner by which mind and matter are 
connected, and reciprocally act upon each other. And thus 
I am able, by operating on the poles of the organs, to cause 
the patient to feel the strongest emotions of Hope, Fear, 
Courage, Mirthfulness, or in fact, any feeling appropriate to 
the human mind.

I have, times without number, produced Sleep, Somnambu­
lism, Monomania, Insanity, or Madness, and removed the ex­
citement at pleasure. By operating upon the sympathetic 
points in the face, I have produced, or suppressed action in 
the heart, lungs,liver, spleen, kidneys, stomach, larnyx, &c., 
or any muscle or limb in the system; and by the same means 
I have found the nerves of sensation throughout the system 
may be excited or paralyzed, and to a degree truly astonish­
ing to such as have never seen these most interesting phe- R 
nomena.

I have often removed, in a short time, great nervous ex- 1 
citement, and by the same means relieved persons who have 1 
suffered for years from troublesome dreams and a want of 
refreshing sleep.

III. Groups and Pairs of Organs.
Another most interesting discovery I have made, is, that 

the Phrenological organs not only exist in groups, corres­
ponding with the nature of their functions, but most, if not all 
of them, in double pairs, and some in triple and even quadruple 
pairs; and the uniformity and beauty of the groups, corres­
ponding, as they do, with the consecutive sympathetic points in 
the face, is more interesting than I can find language to de­
scribe. Never was I so profoundly impressed with a sense 
of the wisdom of that great and good Being, as on finding the 
location and grouping of the different pairs of organs, with 
their corresponding sympathetic points.in the face.

—--------- ---------- -—=-----------=----------------------------- <
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Thus, for instance, I find in one group those which relate 
to Attachments ; in another, those which relate to Home and 
Country; in another, those which relate to Will, Decision, 
Justice, and Government; .a another, those which relate to 
the Deity and a Future State ; in another, those which relate 
to the defence of ourselves, and the preservation of our own 
lives. And all the corresponding poles of the perceptive 
faculties, together with Sublimity, are located in the eye; 
and the poles of the affections are located around the mouth

There are two pairs of Individuality, one taking cogni­
zance of things and the other of persons ; two of Eventuality, 
one pair taking cognizance of recent, and the other of ancient 
events; two of Comparison, one pair for ideas, and the other 
for things ; two of Benevolence, one for giving, and the other 
for pity ; two of Veneration, one for the Deity, and the other 
for man; two of Firmness, one relating to conscientiousness, 
and the other for perseverance, etc.; two of Self Esteem , one 
for the Human Will and self government, and the other for 
the government of others ; two pairs for Fear ; two for Mu­
sic ; two for Place, and so of the organs of Conscientiousness, 
Belief, Gratitude, Amativeneness ; three of Marvelousness, one 
for Faith, one for Human Credence, and another for anticipa­
ting future events; and three for Secretiveness, one for Dis­
guise, one for Keeping Secrets, and the other for Cunning, as 
is seen in the cat and fox ; in the group of Acquisitiveness there 
are three, one giving a desire for Money, one for Keeping, and 
one giving a disposition to Traffic ; in the group of Approba- 
tiveness, there are four, one giving a regard for Character, one 
giving a desire for Praise; Notoriety, one giving a sense of 
Ridicule, and another giving a desire for Show, and when 
large, giving Vanity.

Í

IV. Opposite Organs—Positive and Negative.
Another important fact, deeply interesting to Phrenolo­

gists, which is demonstrated by my discoveries, is the oppo­
sition of the different mental organs. My experiments have 
proved that the organs are balanced by positive and negative 
poles; and that their functions are in opposition to each 
other is certain. As, for instance, one oi'gan is for Joy; ano­
ther for Sadness; one for Love, another for Aversion; oile 
for Self Government, another for Submission; one for For­
giveness, nnother ior Retribution; ohe for Patience, another 
for Discontentment; one for Courage, another for physical 
Fear; one for Confidence in man, another for Suspicion or 
Jealousy; one for Ancient, another for Recent Events; one 
giving a desire to see Old Places, another for New Places, or 
traveling; one for Destructiveness, another for Preserving ; 
one for Keeping Secrets, another for Loquacity ; one for Oppo- 
siveness,’another for Suavity ; one for Self Esteem, another for 
Humility ; one for Praise, another for Censure ; one giving a 
sense of Dependence, and another giving a sense of Indepen­
dence ; &e., &c.

This discovery gives the true solution of various shades 
in the characters of different individuals, which have never 
been explained, either by Phrenologists or in any system of 
mental science heretofore offered to the world. And how 
beautifully this fact agrees with the arrangements of nature, 
to which we have before referred. There are two magnetic 
forces, posi/ive and negative; one repels and expands, the 
other draws and contracts. And by these forces all the 
functions of the human system are carried on, not excepting 
the exercises of the mental organs. For how else could 
these organs be exercised at all? Should they be subject to 
one motion, merely, only in one direction, it would be insa­
nity, or madness. The organ of Joy, for instance, is coun­
terbalanced by an organ of Sadness. Were one of these or­
gans to be exercised without another to check it, Monoma­
nia would be the result, and so of the others.

V. Correspondence in the Position and Functions of 
the Organs.

It had long been known to Phrenologists, that the lower 
the organs in the head, the more their functions corres­
ponded with the propensities common to the animal creation. 
But my experiments have demonstrated, that one pair of the 
same organs is more elevated and refined in its functions than 
the pair below it. Thus, I find, the first pair of Amative­
ness arc common to^animals ; the pair above arc appropriate 
to intellectual enjoyment. The lower organs of Comparison 
take cognizance of things, the upper ones compare ideas ; 
the lower organs of Causality are exercised on things, the 
upper on metaphysical subjects. And it is a remarkable 
fact, that from mere animal instincts, which relate to the 
preservation of life, and selfish gratification, the organs not 
only ascend in the head, but also in the nature of their func­
tions, till we come to the highest, which take cognizance of 
our relation to the Deity, and a future state, not excepting 
one which is appropriate to calculating, or perceiving future 
contingencies !

I

kJ

VI. New Phrenological Organs.
While our experiments have, in a most remarkable man­

ner, confirmed the discoveries of the immortal Gall, they 
have brought out and demonstrated the existence of new 
organs, among which are the following, viz.:—Humility, 
Joy, Gratitude, Patriotism, Jealousy, Modesty, Aversion, 
Smell, Taste, Pity, Cheerfulness, Weeping, Contentment, Wit, 
as distinguished from Mirthfulness; Melody, as distinguish­
ed from Harmony ; Retribution, as distinct from Destructive­
ness ; Method, directing as to the Manner in which things 
should be done; Regularity, as to time and order; Disguise; 
Praise; Filial Love; Love of Pets, as distinguished from 
Philoprogenitiveness ; besides the pairs of the organs already 
described, which, as will be seen, more than double the 
number heretofore stipposed by Gall,Spurzhe'im, Combe, and 
others.

Thus I have given a concise account of the results of the 
first cerebral Magnetic experiments, so far as I know, ever 
attempted in this or any other part of the world. These 
discoveries aré redZ^and founded in the nature of man, and 
they will ultimately be admitted dnd advocated, as their impor­
tance demands. And to have been an humble instrument in 
first making these facts known to the world, affords me more 
pleasure than I could ever derive from silver or gold, or all 
that this earth can aiibrd.

No accounts of any similar discoveries, as far as we 
know, have ever been published, in this or any other coun­
try. Oür experiments have been so often repeated, and for 
such a length of time, upon different subjects, that we now 
feel fully authorized to assume the above positions.

After commencing my Magnetic experiments3 I proposed 
to two scientific gentlemen,*  of this city, to assist me in 
conducting them, and it gives me pleasure to acknowledge 
the aid which their kindness has afforded me in this inter*  
esting work. And the results with which these experiments 
have since been repeated by others, in different parts of the 
country, have, I think, sufficiently confirmed these assump­
tions, and left no room to doubt as to the influence which 
Magnetism is destined to exert, in exhibiting and proving 
the true Science of Hum a.n Life throughout the world.

* Dr. H. H. Sherwood, and Mí. 0. S. Fowler, Phreno­
logist.

In future numbers of the Magnet, we shall give full de­
scriptions of the particulars here alluded to, accompanied 
with plates showing the location of the mental organs, and 
the poles or sympathetic points of the human system. '
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strength. How shall we account for its increase and diminu­
tion in given cases, but upon the supposition that it is sub­
ject to similar laws ? Why is it that an expenditure of 
physical strength usually increases the action of the lungs ?

It is stated in a foreign paper that M. Fourcault, a French 
Physician, has recently made some important discoveries 
and experiments, which go to show that an important means 
of preserving or restoring health is, a due attention to the ac­
cess of air to every part of the external surface of the body. 
He succeeded in producing at pleasure, in animals, before 
healthy, suppression, of perspiration, conjections of the 
blood, the derangement of the internal organs, affections of 
the heart, and the foundation of aggregation of matter in the 
lungs, analogous to the tubercles in pulmonary consumption, 
and even death itself as the consequence.

The means by which he arrived at these results was the 
simple prevention of the access of air to the skin, which, by 
checking the functions of perspiration, caused the matters 
usually carried off through their agency, to be thrown back 
upon the internal organs.

It has long been known that a stream of water issuing 
from a vessel, has a spiral motion, which, it is believed, is 
attributable to the mysterious laws of magnetism. And if 
water be permitted to run out through a hole in the bottom 
of the vessel that contains it, a vortex will be formed in a di­
rection contrary to the course of the sun. This is said to 
be invariably the fact; and if the water be forcibly made to 
whirl round in the opposite course, yet as soon as the oppo­
sing power is removed, it will begin to turn contrary to the 
sun. And a scientific gentleman who recently noticed this 
fact, imputes it to the rotation of the earth on its axis, and 
deduces from it a method of finding the latitude of places.

The spiral motions of vines and certain kinds of beans are 
well known; and many persons have noticed, with what 
regularity certain flowers follow the sun, without ever sus­
pecting the true cause of the phenomenon.

Although philosophers, as Brougham remarks, are not 
agreed as to the peculiar action which light exerts upon veg-~ 
etation, and there is even some doubt respecting the decom­
position of air and water, during that process, one thing is 
undeniable—the necessity of light to the growth and health 
of plants ; for without it, they have neither color, taste, nor 
smell; and, accordingly, they are for the most part so form­
ed as to receive it at all times when it shines upon them; 
their cups and the little assemblages of their leaves before 
they sprout, are found to be more or less affected by the 
light, so as to open to receive it. In several kinds of plants 
this is more evident than mothers; their flowers close at 
night and open in the day. Some constantly turned round 
towards the light, following the sun as it were, while he 
makes or seems to make his revolution, so that they receive 
the greatest quantity possible of his rays—thus, clover in a 
field follows the apparent course of the sun. But all leaves 
of plants turn towards the sun, place them how you will, 
light being essential to their well-being.

Indeed, this winding motion may be seen in other things. 
A celebrated aeronaut, (Mr. Wise,) who recently made a 
successful ascension from Danville, Pa., says, that he found 
the atmosphere much colder in crossing the mountains than 
at the same height in crossing level and cultivated land. 
When sailing along with a steady current, when the balloon 
is in equilibrium, it receives slowly ; and on this occasion he 
observed particularly the regular pulsation that it moved 
with. The less motion he produced in the car the more reg­
ular were these vibration : whenever the balloon, by the dis­
charge of ballast or gas, would ascend or descend, the pulsa­
tion was sufficiently arrested not to be observable. They

ELECTRO -MAGNETIC PHENOMENA.
There is no phenomena, but which if properly understood, 

would lead to a knowledge of the magnetic forces. That 
they pervade all matter, is susceptible of the clearest de­
monstration. Indeed, it is worthy of notice, that some of 
the most learned and scientific, have long since explained va­
rious natural phenomena, by the laws of magnetism, or elec­
tricity ; and, from the attention already given to this subject, 
there can be no doubt but the time is near when it will be 
turned to some of the most useful purposes of life.

Out of a large number of facts of a similar kind, we have 
selected the following,,with a view of calling that attention 
to the subject, which may assist in settling the laws which 
govern the electrical or magnetic forces, in the cases to 
which reference is made ; for we have no doubt, but there 
are yet many useful discoveries to be made, in connection 
with this subject, which will confer lasting benefits upon the 
human species.

A very interesting case of poisoning is reported from the 
Middlesex Hospital in the London Lancet. A man was ad­
mitted a short time since into that hospital about six hours 
after having taken an ounce of laudanum, containing twen­
ty-six grains of opium. At the time of admission he was 
apparently lifeless, the surface of the body was cold, coun­
tenance pale and livid, lips purple, pupils contracted to a 
mere point, respiration was scarcely perceptible, pulse hard­
ly to be felt. The laudanum was removed by the stomach- 
pump, but, in spite of every exertion, the pulse became 
more unfrequent, and was at times imperceptible, when re­
course was had to electro-magnetism, which was applied by 
means of a small battery, with coil and contact breaker. 
One wire was applied to the neck and the other to the re­
gion of the heart, or epigastrium, and by these a succession 
of very powerful shocks was given. The good effects were 
very apparent. The muscles of respiration were set in ac­
tion, and the diaphragm contracted powerfully ; the chest 
was more fully expanded, respiration was more perfectly 
carried on, and a corresponding improvement was observable 
in the countenance. The pulse improved and became more 
powerful, becoming steady when the current was interrupt­
ed for a few minutes. This application was continued for 
several hours, and was finally successful—thus clearly es­
tablishing the influence of electro-magnetism under circum­
stances hitherto considered hopeless.

It has, for a long time, been a standing opinion among 
medical men, that the lungs of living beings generate heat 
by the chemical action supposed to occur during respiration, 
of an absorption of oxygen and an expulsion of carbonic 
acid gas. Among the many innovations, in these times of 
new and strange things, is that of a denial of the old, and 
long-considered fundamental doctrine of the generation of 
animal heat. Mr. Macilwain, in a recent work published in 
England, 11 On Respiration, and its relation to Animal Tem­
perature,” from many experiments and known facts, comes 
to the conclusion that the theory cannot be sustained. Pro­
fessor Miller, of Baltimore, has for some time entertained 
views peculiar to himself on this subject, or rather upon the 
arterialization of the blood, the change of which from ve­
nous to pure blood is in consequence, he says, ofa magnetic 
action. From experiments, he finds that a stream of electri­
city passed through dark venous blood, will change it at 
once to a rich colored arterial fluid. Highly important de­
ductions rest upon the satisfactory explanation of these phe­
nomena. If animal heat is not derived from the absorption 
of oxygen during respiration, from whence is the constant ■ 
supply which must go to make up the unremitted escape of 
it from the body? , I

And, the same remark might be made, concerning animal ¡1 worked at intervals of two and a half seconds, and made a
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revolution in fifty seconds. The cause of dizziness, he says, 
is destroyed by isolation.

This winding course of the electric fluid has been often 
noticed. The Rutland Herald, (Vt.) gives an account of a 
thunder showTer, when a very tall pine tree -was struck in that 
vicinity. The fluid struck the top of the tree and descended 
in a winding course to within about 20 feet of the ground, 
where it was completely severed and the upper part fell to 
the ground in as perfect and perpendicular a position as it 
stood in the first place, and penetrated so far into the ground 
as to give it the appearance of firmness sufficient to with­
stand a heavy gale. The part standing was nearly 100 feet 
high. The stump was rent into many pieces, and strewed in 
every direction, some to the distance of near 40 rods, others, 
perhaps 20 feet long with parts of the roots, and of immense 
weight, several rods. The diameter of the tree where it was 
severed, was near three feet, and near the ground probably 
four feet.

It is now some time since it wTas discovered that electrici­
ty accompanies the generation of steam; and the Newark 
Daily Advertiser speaks of a gentleman in that city who 
has made a series of experiments, and registered observa­
tions, which go to show that the generation of electricity 
constantly attends the generation of steam, and that it is the 
presence of this agent which produces explosion in a great 
majority_of instances. The application of this discovery to 
the protection of boilers is, it is said, perfectly simple, all 
that is necessary being a conductor to carry off*  the supera­
bundant electricity. His experiments, we understand, are of 
a most curious and interesting kind, in a scientific as well as 
in a practical and beneficial light.

In our future numbers we shall give some accounts de­
monstrating the polarity of the rays of light. For, that this 
earth is magnetized by the sun, is as susceptible of demon­
stration as any problem in the works of Sir Isaac Newton. 
Nor can there be any doubt but that Magnetism, or Electrici­
ty, gives color to every thing.

We see it stated in a recent English paper, that Mr. Baggs, 
a gentleman well known in the scientific world for his re­
searches in electro-chemistry and other branches of electri­
cal investigation, has discovered a method of applying the 
oxides of various metals to the purposes of dyeing cotton 
cloths, by the agency of electricity, and in such a way that 
economy, rapidity, and variety of pattern and tint, are all 
allied to the neplus ultra of the art—fast colors.

We have time, now, merely to call attention to facts like 
the foregoing. We hope to receive communications from 
some of our intelligent correspondents, detailing others of 
a similar kind, for our future numbers.

Correspondents.—We are happy to hear from the friends 
of science in different parts of the country ; and it affords us 
equal pleasure to give information, whenever it may be de­
sired, when it is in our power to do so. But it will occur to 
any one, on reflection, that it will scarcely comport with 
justice, for us to be taxed with postage on letters, from day 
to day, on business which is of no possible profit to us, but 
which is for the sole benefit or gratification of others.

We have received numbers of letters, asking for advice 
and information on the subject of Magnetism, on which the 
postage was not even paid, to say nothing of the tax which 
it would be on our time to answer them all. We must, 
therefore, adopt it as a rule, hereafter to take no letters from 
the Post Office which are not paid. And, where advice or 
information is desired, it will be given in the columns of this 
work, except in special cases - and in these cases compensa­
tion will he expected, in proportion to the time and attention 
given to them.

Communications for the Magnet.—Articles for this 
work are earnestly desired from those who have important 
facts to communicate ; and we hope for assistance of this 
kind from different parts in this country, as well as from 
Europe. All well authenticated facts connected with the 
causes or cure of Insanity, and other mental phenomena, and 
such as show the efficacy of Magnetism as a medicinal 
agent, will be acceptable. We hope that Physicians, and 
others, will give such accounts of cases of nervous disorder 
as may tend to shed light on the pathology of Living Mag­
netism, and assist in ascertaining the laws by which it is 
governed.

The Magnetic Forces.—We ask the special attention 
of our readers to the article with this title, on the preceding 
pages, from the pen of Dr. II. II. Sherwood, of this city. 
It is a subject with which Dr. H. has been quite familiar for 
some years, and we are authorized to promise our patrons 
a number of other articles from him, in which he will ad­
duce some interesting facts demonstrating the Magnetism of 
the human system.

To Navigators, especially, and all wffio wish to under­
stand the mysterious forces which govern the Magnetic nee­
dle, these articles must be exceedingly attractive.

I

Our Terms. — When it is considered that each of our 
numbers will contain a greater or less number of plates, it 
will be seen that our terms are extremely low. These cuts 
would very much increase the price of the Magnet, as they 
have our expense in getting it up ; but we look for a suffi- 
cient number of subscribers to meet this extra cost.

■

To the Friends of Science.— The circulation of this 
periodical must, necessarily, depend on the co-operation of 
the few. You know how difficult it is to get persons to read 
on the subjects to be discussed in these pages. You know 
how deep rooted and wide spread the prejudice is which 
we shall have to encounter. What is done, therefore, to 
extend our circulation, must be done by the few, who have 
eyes to see, and hearts to appreciate the importance of this 
work. May we not hope, then, that all such who may ob­
tain any knowledge of this undertaking, will immediately 
commence the work of procuring subscribers. Give us the 
patronage which the importance of our object demands, and 
we promise a monthly, filled with more interesting matter, 
than it has entered into your heart to conceive.
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Date of the Present Number.—We have issued our 
first number in advance of its date, for two reasons :

1. To afford the necessary time for getting out the plates, 
and making the necessary arrangements for going on with 
the work.

2. To give all concerned sufficient time to procure and 
forward to us, the necessary number of patrons. Thus far 
we have received many good wishes; and as wc have now 
made a beginning, wc hope, forthwith, to receive a large list 
of paying subscribers.

Î1 
Ï
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The Name of our Work.—We have called this periodi­
cal the Magnet, because we find no name, which, on all ac­
counts, seemed quite so appropriate as this. Wc design it 
shall be not merely Anthropological in the strictest sense of 
this word, but, as will be seen, it will include the interesting 
and important subject of Astronomical Magnetism.

Physiology and Phrenology are but branches of the same 
great subject to be discussed in our columns. But Magnet­
ism is the all-pervading soul of the whole. There is no life 
in Phrenology, or Physiology, or any thing else, without 
Magnetism. Hence our name, “ The Magnet.”

i
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New Discoveries.—Though the editor of this work be­
lieves himself to have been the first who ever made use of 
Magnetism for the purpose of Phrenological discoveries, yet 
it would seem, that quite a number of others are somewhat 
anxious to share this honor with him. We have seen the 
names of two different persons, referred to in an exchange 
paper, as having been the first to discover the connection 
between Magnetism and Phrenology 1 And this, too, for the 
first time, nearly one year after the accounts of our own 
Magnetic cerebral discoveries had been published to the 
world ! Of course, it is an easy matter for one to find gold, 
after the mine has been discovered and opened by another. 
But, before it can be consistently assumed, that similar 
Magnetic discoveries to our own, were previously made by 
another, it must be shown that the accounts of them were 
previously published, and at the time they were made. This 
is what we did, about one year ago. And, we are confident 
that nothing of the kind had ever been heard of till long af- 
ter our experiments were commenced, which resulted in the 
discoveries described in this work. In the New York 
Watchman for August and October, 1841, were published the 
accounts of the first Magnetic cerebral experiments, as far 
as we know, that ever were performed, in any part of the 
world. What discoveries may have been made by others, 
since, (and following m our wake,) we, of course, do not 
know; nor indeed, are we anxious to deprive another of the 
credit of having made a discovery of the same thing, a 
year or more after we had published the account of it to the 
world. For notices of our discoveries have appeared in 
more than one hundred different papers, in every part of the 
country, and they have also been published in France and 
England.

We have seen allusions in the papers to some experi­
ments in Neurology, as it is called, which Dr. Joseph R. Bu­
chanan, of Louisville, Ky., performed more thana year ago. 
As far as we have been able to learn, Dr. Buchanan’s experi­
ments have merely demonstrated the excitability of the 
different organs ; and it should be added, that he disclaims 
having done any thing by the influence of Magnetism. The 
following is from a letter we received from him, and which 
was published at the time in the New York Watchman :—

£< I have not been engaged in making experiments upon 
subjects in a magnetic or somnolent condition, but solely 
-upon persons in their natural condition.

Those who know me will not suspect me of endeavor­
ing to avoid any stigma which anunenligtened and tyrani- 
cal public sentiment may fix upon the votaries of science for 
seeking prohibited knowledge. I honor the cultivators of 
Animal Magnetism as the intrepid leaders and benefac­
tors of their race; and had I not a peculiar line of in­
vestigation for myself at this time, I would be actively 
engaged in the daily investigation cf that subject.

Disregarding the very meaning of the word Neurology, 
and probably unacquainted with its derivation, ignorant 
scoffers would repeat that this science was nothing more 
than the old story of Animal Magnetism, clairvoyance, 
&c.; others will assert that it was totally unlike—both 
confounding the science of Neurology with the experi­
ments by which it was demonstrated. Some, by a singu­
lar combination of scepticism and credulity, were even 
led to adopt the laughable theory that I produced the 
wonderful results of my experiments by the mere power 
of my will, controlling every one whom I approached.’ 
and compelling them to feel such emotions as I willed 
them to experience ! 1

The experiments which I am performing are different, 
as they are simply designed to illustrate the ordinary or 
normal functions, and the pathology of the human mind 
and body. My operations aim at utility by explaining 
the machinery of life and the powers of each organ; 
those of animal Magnetism develop extraordinary or tran- 

cendental phenomena by the joint influence of two or 
more individuals. The phenomena thus developed are 
mysterious and wonderful; and indeed we seem in a fair 
way to realize through these operations, that “truth is 
strange—stranger than fiction.”

To all who are engaged in this great work, I would 
say, the field is ample enough for a million of laborers; 
and should our countrymen take the lead, and maintain it 
as we have begun, we may make the amplest return for 
the stores of medical and philosophic knowledge which 
we have derived from the land of our ancestors.

Jos. R. Buchanan.
Louisville, Kentucky, Feb. 22 1842.

P. S. I am desirous to keep distinct in the public mind, 
the principles of Neurology, and the experiments, by 
which they are produced, which bear some resemblance to 
those of Animal Magnetism. I hope you will keep your 
readers clear upon this point.”

That Dr. Buchanan has made a discovery of what he calls 
Neurology is clear; and while he disclaims having done 
so by Magnetism, it was desirable, certainly, that he 
should have stated by what means his experiments were 
performed.

When we first operated on the seperate organs by Mag­
netism, we had not heard of any thing of the kind, in any 
other part of the world, and even now, it does not appear 
that Dr. B. or any other, has had any idea of the results of 
our Magnetic experiments described in this work. True, 
we have excited the organs, when the person was awake ; 
but we did it by Magnetism, and not by operating on the 
nerves, as Dr. B. affirms he does.

And here we draw the line of distinction between our own 
discoveries in Magnetism and Phrenology, and the mere ex- 
citement of the separate cerebral or physical organs, as it 
seems Dr. Buchannn and some in England have done, toge­
ther with myself, nearly simultaneously. But Dr. Bucha­
nan’s experiments and our own, need not be confounded. 
His, according to his own account, are confined to the ner­
vous system ; ours have to do with man’s magnetic nature, 
and the laws by which it is governed, the plurality of the 
pairs of organs, and the magnetic poles, the opposition of 
different organs, etc., and not merely to the possibility of ex­
citing the organs, and as to their precise number, though in­
deed, we have demonstrated, as we think, the existence of a 
number not before discovered, as stated in a preceding 
article.

z

Experimenting.—It occurs to us, that we ought to sug­
gest a caution to persons who may feel anxious to witness 
the experiments referred to in the preceding pages of this 
work. We give it as our serious conviction, that they 
should never be attempted, except for good and justifiable 
reasons; and then only by persons who are familiar with 
the nervous system. That some of them are attended with 
danger, we know. Even Somnipathy, (the Magnetic sleep) 
should not be attempted from curiosity, merely, and espe­
cially not by one who is unacquainted with the subject. 
We have know serious results to follow, when personshave 
been operated on, from curiosity. And, some of the exper­
iments to which we have referred, if continued a moment too 
long, and not conducted properly, might occasion instant 
death.

Theories.—Let it be borne in mind, that the grand object 
of the Magnet is not the establishment of theories of any 
kind, but to elicit truth—to gather and make known such 
facts as may enable the intelligent inquirer to decide for 
himself as to what the laws of Terrestrial and Living Mag­
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netism are. True, we think we have discovered a few of 
them, but there is much yet to be done j years of investiga­
tion will be necessary before we shall find this subject gene­
rally admitted among the exact sciences.

The subject is profoundly interesting, and embraces mat*  
ter enough to employ the most acute and able minds for 
ages yet to come.

Public Exhibitions.—We cannot approve of public exhi­
bitions of the magnetic sleep. They are liable to serious 
and insurmountable objections; and many of them, we know, 
have done much to bring the subject of Magnetism into dis­
repute. And, it should be known, that the most intelligent 
of all clases, who know any thing of this subject, never did 
approve of persons traveling about the country, carrying 
subjects with them, or when they attempt to operate for mer­
cenary purposes, or to afford an object for the multitude to 
gaze at.

The wonder is not, merely, that any person of good cha­
racter could adopt such a method for making money, but 
that any should be found walling to be operated on in this way.

But it unfortunately happens, that this is not the worst 
side of the picture ; for we speak what we know, wdien we 
affirm that some, who have gone about the country, pretend­
ing to exhibit this subject, have been scarcely at all ac­
quainted with its first principles ; and we are sorry to feel 
compelled to add, that one whom we could mention, has 
more than once, used the grossest deception, under the name 
of Magnetism. And we feel it our duty to let the world 
know, that we have no connection with such proceedings, 
and sincerely regret the great mischiefs which have been 
done by them to the cause of truth and humanity.

CORRESPONDENCE.
LETTER FROM REV. C. H. TOWNSHEND.

Dresden, (Saxony,) Jan. 14, 1842.
My Dear Sir:—Your flattering and interesting letter, 

has, at length, after many wanderings, found its way to 
me; and I thank you, sincerely, for this kind proof of 
your good opinion. It is quite delightful to find a per­
son really interested in so debated a subject as Mesme­
rism, and bold enough to carry on researches into the na­
ture and principles of this new agency. All that you 
have communicated is, indeed, of high importance, not 
only as tending to corroborate the observations of other 
friends to Mesmerism, but as containing some new facts 
which are fraught with interest. I allude, especially, to 
a blind person—blind from birth—having actually read, 
when in the mesmeric slumber, and afforded other proofs 
of vision. On this point I should extremely like to re­
ceive some additional particulars. Has the lady in ques­
tion learnt to read by means of those raised letters, which 
guide the touch of the blind ? Can she, when awake, 
distinguish colors by the touch, as some blind persons 
have been known to do ? Docs she, in the mesmeric 
state, employ coni act in order to distinguish objects, 
which ordinarily fall within the province of vision ? I 
am the more anxious on this question, because it seems 
to me to involve the whole of mesmerism. If a person 
born blind can give only one well attested and accurate 
proof of vision, then have we indisputably an inner 
sense, independent of any external mechanism of sensa­
tion ; then must even Materialists confess that man con­
sists of something more than mere organs that may be 
felt and dissected.

Hitherto, this power of clairvoyance,*'  as it is called, 
has been the great stumbling block of the sceptical and 
the scientific. J am convinced of it myself-, (I mean of the 
existence of this power,) but to all my affirmations on 
the subject the answer is,—“ Show us a person born 
blind,, who gives proof of vision under Mesmerism.”— 
This seems, now, to be the experimentum crucis, on 

which the favorable reception of Mesmerism by the sci­
entific will mainly depend. It is to no purpose that I 
have shown to many persons a somnambulist reading, ap­
parently by the forehead, while the eyes were covered 
with bandages, and secured in every possible way. Still, 
even candid inquirers will ask whether some rays of 
light may not find their way to the retina—in fact, create 
vision in the usual manner. Of course, if a person born 
blind shall be found to read even the shortest written 
word, the question is set at rest for ever. It is clear that, 
in such a case, the eyes take no part, whatever, in the 
apprehension of the visual object. Would it not be de­
sirable, in so important a matter, to have a decisive ex­
periment made upon your very valuable patient, before 
some scientific men, who would give a statement to the 
world signed with their names ? Perhaps, however, this 
has been already done, and if so, I must beg pardon for 
suggesting what perhaps lias obviously occurred to your­
self. You speak, indeed, of publishing the whole series 
of experiments on this blind lady, and no doubt the ex­
periments on vision will occupy an important place in 
these very interesting documents. May I hope to receive 
such copies of youx delightful journal as contain an ac­
count of these experiments ? In making this request, I 
must not omit to thank you for the numbers already re­
ceived, and for the favorable mention of my work which 
appears in them. I have read the whole series with great 
interest.

I was not aware that two editions of my book had been 
published in America. Of one I had already heard, and 
it gave me great pleasure to think that my work should 
become known to an intelligent and thinking people.— 
Since the publication of the “Facts in Mesmerism,” I 
have had many interesting cases fall under my observa­
tion, all tending to confirm the great outlines of the pa­
thology of Mesmerism, and yet exhibiting variations in 
each particular development. A medical gentleman 
here at Dresden, the Baron Szapari, has just published a 
very interesting account of a well attested case of natu­
ral sleep-waking, which exhibited all the phenomena of 
induced Somnambulism. In short, I think that this new 
series of facts relative to man is becoming daily more 
studied and comprehended—even in England, where pre­
judice wras at the highest.

I must, again, thank you, both in myr own name and 
in that of Mesmerism in general, for the service you are 
rendering to the science (for science at length it will be,) 
and beg you to believe me, with feelings of gratitude and 
esteem,

Dear Sir,
Yours, ver}’ faithfully,

Chauncy Hare Townshend.

REV. C. H. TOWNSHEND.

It affords us peculiar pleasure in being able to 
lay Mr. Townshend’s interesting letter before the 
readers of the Magnet. He is an intelligent clergy­
men of the Establishment in England, and the au­
thor of a work, reviewed by us last fall, entitled, 
“ Facts in Mesmerism, with Reasons for a Dispas­
sionate Inquiry into it *, ” a work which has, certainly, 
done more than any other in our language towards reco­
vering this much abused subject from that obloquy into 
which it had become sunken by previous abuse and mis­
representation. As the inquiries of Mr. Townshend 
will naturally excite in our readers a desire to sec the 
answers wc might give to them, we may briefly state :—

1. That the blind lady referred to, has been taught to 
read by means of raised letters, though she knows noth­
ing of the shape of our ordinary letters. But I have 
known her to read scores of names, in the sleepwaking 
state, without the sense of touch, or sight, or hearing ; 
and she has done this in the presence of scores and hun­
dreds of people, physicians and clergymen.
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2. She cannot, and never could, distinguish colors 
by the sense of touch, either when awake or in the mag­
netic sleep. But, I have known her to distinguish col­
ors, merely By the will of the operator, times v ithout 
number.

3. She describes things in the magnetic sleep, correct­
ly, without the sense of hearing or touch. This I have 
demonstrated many times, and in innumerable ways..— 
But I should add, perhaps, that her powers of clairvoy- 
ence are not equal to those of ordinary sleepwakers who 
have ”the organs of natural vision unimpaired. And we 
should state further, perhaps, that she does not read, or 
describe what is altogether unknown to the operator, 
except in cases of sickness, or when she has been re­
quested to describe the anatomy of the human system ; and 
this she has done, when I had put her to sleep, in the 
presence of medical and scientific gentlemen, and she 
has done it in her own case with an accuracy which could 
not be counterfeited, and, indeed, not to be equaled, in 
some respects, by any physician oil earth. This may 
seem strange to those not familiar With this subject, but 
I speak what I know, and testify what I haVe seen.— 
Often when I have put her to sleep, she has given the 
most minute and accurate discription of the vital and 
mental organs, and their various functions, and I know that 
she gave these descriptions without any direction from 
me, or any other person, and without even having had 
any previous knowledge of the things she described. She 
has described things to me, in the presence of competent 
witnesses, which she could not have known before the 
moment when her attention was called to them.

But some of my readers will naturally enough ask, 
“ How -can these things be ?” To which I answer, you 
will find accounts in different works on Human Physio­
logy, of similar phenomena, which have taken place in 
cases of natural sleepwakers. We have all heard of per­
sons talking, singing, preaching, praying, reading, run­
ning, leaping, and even fighting, in their sleep. Bo you 
ask, how can these things be ?

I have before stated, that a knowledge of sthe laws of 
the magnetic forces would explain the phenomena o^ 
clairvoyance. These forces pervade creation, and with_ 
out them the mind cannot have knowledge of anything, 
but with them, other things being equal, the mind may 
take cognizance of things as distant as the extent of these 
forces. This I have demonstrated by repeated trials; 
and other phrenologists and believers in human magnet­
ism will think as I do on this subject, when they shall 
have satisfied themselves, as I have done, of the existence 
of the magnetic poles in the human system, and seen the 
evidence by which we have demonstrated that these forces 
are the means of sensation, motion, and knowledge. To 
destroy the polarity of the brain is to produce death; and 
to derange the magnetic forces, in that important organ, 
is to produce insanity. I speak confidently on this matter, 
because I speak of matters that I know, just as well as I 
do that the paper on which I am now writing is white, 
or that the ink which flows from my pen is jet black. 
I am not more conscious of the one than of the other.

The experiments referred to by Mr. Townshend 
were published last fall, in the New York Watchman 
for Nov. 9th and 13th. And, recently, our own experi- 

ments have been of a still more interesting and important 
character, as we have operated on different persons, both 
when awake, and in the magnetic sleep ; and the results 
have brought us to the conclusions we have before stated 
in detail to our readers, demonstrating, as it seems to us 
they do, the number and functions of the different physi­
cal and phrenological organs, with their different poles, 
the manner in which they may be excited, and unfolding 
the mysteries of man’s magnetic nature ; and explaining 
the various mental phenomena which have hitherto so 
much embarrassed and perplexed the scientific world.

Î
EF.TTER FROM DR. J. S. DOUGLAS. 

Hamilton, Mad. Co. N. Y. .April 8, 1842.
Dear Sir:—I know you will excuse my troubling you 

with an inquiry upon a subject in which you are so deep­
ly interested as that of Living Magnetism. I have prac­
tised this science, more or less, for about four years, and 
have seen, often repeated, the ordinary phenomena men­
tioned by others, with clairvoyance and somnambulism. 
In the last half year I have been more particularly inter­
ested in its application to disease. Tor months past-, 
scarce a day has passed in which I have not employed 
it in the treatment of disease, and the more I employ it-, 
the more I am convinced of its inestimable value.

From my own experience, I take it to be a law, that 
Magnetism annihilates susceptibility to pain in the whole 
system, or in the particular part to which it is applied. 
I have performed a great many very painful operations 
under its influence, and have never yet found an excep­
tion to this law. I have repeatedly entirely removed 
great tumefaction, tenderness, and pain of the bowels 
from inflamation in a few minutes, as well as swelling 
of joints from rheumatism; hoarseness and oppression 
of the chest from cold, the pain of pleurisy, after-pain 
from accoucehment, the most acute tenderness of the 
sprne from spinal inflammation, so as to allow the free 
application of cups without pain, neuralgic pains, &c. 
In all local affections, I usually act only, locally. But 
there is a local action spoken of in your account of one 
of your cases, which I do not understand. That account 
is one of exceeding interest, and the inquiries respecting 
it which I wish specially to make are, if the susceptibility 
of having an insulated portion of the system so magne­
tized as to deprive it of its power of motion or action, is 
common to persons who can be magnetized at all, and 
more especially that of having insulated portions of the 
brain thus magnetized ? Or, whether it is among the more 
extraordinary susceptibilities seldom met’with ? Secondly, 
what is the method of exerting this insulated influence ? 
Thirdly, My own experience in one respect, does not 
Seem to correspond with that of those whose works I 
have read. They state that a patient, on awaking from 
the magnetic state, has ordinarily, no recollection of 
what has passed during that state. My own patients, 
though clairvoyant and somnambulic, have, generally, a 
clear recollection of all that has transpired. In the late 
learned work of the Rev. Mr. Townshend, it is remarked, 
that those who are imperfectly magnetized remember 
what passes while in that state. If this is the case, my 
patients must be generally imperfectly magnetized, though 
they manifest- all the phenomena of the magnetic state.

But is it this ordinary profound state of unconscious­
ness or Forgetfulness into which insulated portions of the 
brain are put when their functions are suspended? If so, 
I suppose the operation has nothing peculiar, except in 
confining it to the part to be acted upon. I have, in a 
great number of cases, relieved local pains and removed 
local swellings, but I have never so affected a single limb, 
or other small portion of the body, as to deprive it of the 
power of performing its functions, without acting upon 
the whole system.

By giving me information on these points, you will con­
fer a favor.

Yours, very respectfully,
J. S. Douglas.

h

Rev. La Roy Sunderland.

i
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ANSWER,

1. Though there is a great difference in the results of 
j the induced Magnetic sleep, in different patients, yet, 
• we have never known one, who could not be paralyzed,
i in any portion of the system, so as to deprive it of all
■ sensation and the power of motion. We say, paralyzed, 
; fer we have often rendered the limbs as riggid as though 
| they were perfectly frozen.

2. There are different methods of producing these ef-
< fects. Much depends on the temperaments of the patient 
- and operator. Sometimes I have produced it, merely by 
j my will, without touching the patient; and, at other 
' times I make passes over the part, in the usual way, for 
. this purpose. To prevent action in any portion of the 
j brain, my usual method is to reverse the passes, over 
a that part.

3. As to what patients remember, no one rule holds 
| good, in all cases. The results depend on their suscepti*  
P bility brought on by repeated magnetizing. I magneti- 
| zed one recently who, when asleep, did not know that

■ she leas ever in any other state; she did not know my 
b name, nor her own friends, even when she was put in 

' communication with them! And yet she was the best 
£ clairvoyant we have ever known.

FROM REV. T. PACKARD, D, D.

Shelburne, Mass., .April 20, 1842.
h Dear Sir:—Your paper of the 2d of April fell un- 
d der my eye, and I read it with interest, particularly what 
a it contained pertaining to Magnetism. I have taken 
S pains to investigate this stFange subject, myself, and to 
| apply its agency for the benefit of the sick and suffering.- 
| I am gratified to perceive that one paper has moral cou*  
| rage enough to speak out the reality, the facts, the use- 
| f ulness, and the improving state, of this novel science, (I 
1 venture to caff it so.)

I am gratified to find that the Magnet is in near pros- 
| pect of publication. Please send me the first number. I 
r think I shall like to subscribe for it; and probably may 
g procure some other subscribers in this vicinity on some 
g terms, suited to encourage and promote what I consider, 
| after some careful examination, an unpopular and impor- 
| tant science. In this work I wish you success, as I doubt 
0 not but it will promote knowledge, for practical use, in 
b doing good to our fellow beings.

Yours, with due respect, 
Theophilus Packard.

are. A few of them have long been known, it is true, with- ’ 
out a knowledge of the nature which they governed.

But when it is considered, that the Magnetic forces are 
innate in matter, and that they are organized in all living 
bodies—that they arc the means by which the mind moves 
the muscles to action—that health and disease; the growth 
and decay of the human system, depends on these forces, we 
must see how immensely important it is, that all the laws I 
by which they are governed should be well understood, espe- | 
cially by those who practice medicine. Nor by them alone, | 
but by every professional man, every parent, every teacher, | 
every one who has a mind, and who sustains important rela- 1 
tions to other minds, whom it is his duty to influence to good, J 
should be familiar with the laws of Living Magnetism.

But how shall these laws become known ? Undoubtedly, j 
by comparing facts connected with this subject. There is, 
there can be no other way. Give us the facts. What is the 
age, health, and temperament of the patient? Is there any ; 
thing peculiar in his Phrenological developments? Is he | 
ar natural somniloquent, or somnambulist? How is he af- 
fected by the approach of any sharp metallic substance when | 
in the Magnetic steep ? Is he affected in the same manner 
by the contact of metallic substances of any kind? What ¡| 
account does he give of his own or another’s disease ? What £ 
directions for its cure? What means were used for his tj 
relief? Were they successful? &c.

We say, th?n, give us all the facts in the case. Let us | 
compare notes. Let us see how one Temperament affects | 
another, and whether the supposed rule operates in all cases.
In this way we shall be able to form a correct judgment of J 
the laws which govern Living. Magnetism, and to explain 
the various phenomena which have hitherto so much stum- I 
bled and perplexed the scientific inquirers after truth.

CEREBRAL EXCITEMENT.
After discovering that separate portions of the brain could 

be operated on, and the patient, when asleep, could be made S 
to feel any passion or emotion, appropriate to the organ ex- I 
cited, I soon found that the same results, in a less degree, | 
eould be produced in persons of the right temperament, in | 
the waking state, and accordingly I have produced them in | 
a large number of persons at different times.

When the patient is in the Magnetic sleep, I have, some- | 
times, merely to point my finger at the organ without touch- | 
ing it, and at other times by merely willing it, the eXcite- | 
ment follows. However, much depends on the Magnetic | 
relation between the operator and the patient, the propor- | 
tions of the Magnetic forces between them, &c.

To give our readers some definite idea of these excite- | 
ments, we will here add the following brief account, as we | 
cannot now spare the room for many details of this kind. | 
The reader will bear in mind, that this patient,- as far as I a 
could learn, had no knowledge of the location of the Phre- 
nological organs; and not one word was said, by any one 1 
present, by which the thought could have been suggested to » 
her mind. We will merely state the name of the organ, 
and then put down what was said by the patient, immedi- | 
ately on its excitement: —

1. Individuality.—“ 0, I’m thinking of all the individuals 
I ever knew. 0, I have known more persons than ever you 
did.”

2. Size.—[Holding up her hands,] “ This is so big—this 
is so small,” &c.

3. Color.—“ 0,1 want a beautiful pink shawl. 0, those 
beautiful colors.”

4. Eventuality—Ancient.—“I remember—0, I remember 
every thing that ever took place in my life.”

5. Number.—[Holding up her fingers she commenced 
counting,] “ One, two, three, four,” &c.

LIVING MAGNETISM.
MAGNETIC PHENOMENA.

We have determined on devoting a few columns of each 
H number of this work to such details of facts as will properly 
Q come under the head of Magnetic Phenomena. We have an 
5 abundance of these facts, but we are not so dear as to the 
R selections wc should make from them for publication.

Every person at all familiar with Living Magnetism, 
knows that no two patients are always affected precisely 

t alike, under the same operator. Nor, indeed, is it always 
the case, that the same patient is always similarly affected 
by the same person. And, it is frankly acknowledged, that 
these facts rcndcrit quite difficult,frequently,to deduce any 

| law or principle from the results of the Magnetic sleep.— 
For, though wc believe our experiments have clearly and 

I sufficiently demonstrated, that every living body possesses 
| a Magnetic nature, which is governed by laws of its own, 
fl the same as Terrestrial Magnetism, or Electricity, yet it 
h may not be so easy to determine, exactly, what these laws
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? 6. Calculation.—This excited, she commenced enumera­
s ting—Ten times ten are one hundred,” &c.
• 7. Tune.—She commenced singing; and. never did I hear 
i singing in which there was so much real musical expression, 
J as I have often witnessed from persons in whom these or­
' gans had been excited.
• 8. Comparison.—“ These hands are both alike. 0, I’ll tell 
i you whom you are like,” &c.
' 9. Causality.—[The head bent forward.] 11 Why is it that

this subject is so much misunderstood? 0, I can tell you, 
| ’tis because they do not understand it.” And various other 
j expressions in which 11 why” and “because ” were used.
; 10. Supplication.—° 0, you must pray, I cannot1—I want

1 to pray, but I cannot.”
11. Self Esteem.—[Lifting the head up, and bringing it 

i back in a haughty position.] il I am the greatest person 
i living. I am better than any of you. Yes, indeed I am.” 
1 We never heard the emphasis put upon the pronoun 4i7” so

to the very life, as when this organ is excited, in the Mag­
netic sleep.

12. Wilfulness.—■“ I will have my way— 0, I don’t want 
to be crossed by any of you—I will have it,” &c.

13. Physical Fear.—11 0, I am afraid, I shall fall—help
mej—see there, I am afraid ----- will come and kill me.”

14. Moral Fear.—li 0, I am afraid to pray to God! He 
is angry with me,” &c.

15. Gratitude.. 11 0,1 am so thankful—you have been so 
kind to me—0, I do feel grateful.”

16. Conscientiousness and Acquisitiveness. —a 0, I want 
some money—is it right to love money? 0, no, I know ’tis 
not right—but what shall I do ? ”

17. Veneration and Combativeness.—[The head was imme­
diately thrown back, and then forward, the hands clasped, 
as in the act of prayer, and then jerked apart again.] “ 0, 
I want to pray,—but I am mad with you all—0, I feel so 
mad, and yet I want to worship.”

18. Hope, Joy, Veneration, and Faith.— [The head was 
slightly bent forward, and the hands clasped, as in devo­
tion.] 11 0, I am so happy ! I do hope to be saved—yes, I 
believe in Jesus Christ. 0,1 am perfectly happy—0, I am 
in heaven,” &c.

19. Imitation and Mirthfulness.— She immediately com­
menced mimicking different persons, with an immoderate fit 
of laughter.

And so of the other organs. In each case, it must be 
borne in mind, that the excitement was removed from one 
organ before it was extended to another. And these excite­
ments, we should add, are not natural, but morbid, as in ca*  
ses of insanity ; hence, they should be attempted with the 
greatest caution, and even then, only by physicians, or those 
familiar with the nervous system, and for the best of pur­
poses ; for we must repeat what we have stated, elsewhere, 
that we have known great mischief to follow attempts of 
this kind, when undertaken merely from motives of curi­
osity.

Magnetism as a Medical Agent.—It is our design to 
give special attention to this subject, in the succeeding num­
bers of our work. We have some facts bearing on it, which 
will be read with deep interest. The object of all who un­
dertake the investigation of this branch of science, should 
be the mitigation of human suffering, and not merely thex 
gratification of an idle curiosity.

Polarity of the Human System.—Though we are not 
perfectly satisfied with this term, yet we use it, for the want 
of a better. We simply mean by it that there is a most re­
markable identity in the laws which govern Living and Ter- ■ 
restrial Magnetism.

VOL. I. NO. I.

| Our first experiments convinced us that there was some 
similarity in the poles of Terrestrial and Living Magnetism. 
And all that we have since heard or witnessed on this subject, E 
has but served to strengthen this impression. We found a pa- | 
tient of ours most singularly affected, in the magnetic sleep, 
by the approach of a thunder cloud. The chest began to 
heave, and the limbs were convulsed, considerably, before we j 
had any suspicion as to what the cause could be. We have j 
known other patients who were not affected in any way, 
when in the magnetic sleep, during a thunder shower. . |

One of our patients is sensibly affected in this state, by 
the mere turning of an electrical machine in the room, at a j 
few feet distance. Turning the machine, she says, gives her 
11 shocks,” and increases the action of the lungs. By opera- « 
ting on the nerves of sensation, we have frequently produced 6 
shocks, similar to those of a galvanic battery, when the fin- I 
gers would stand out, distended,as if giving off the electrical j 
fluid. At one time we held a large magnetized steel ring over ¡j 
the head of the patient when awake ; she immediately be- * 
came affected, and went into a sound magnetic sleep, and ’ 
was so much attracted by the ring, that we had to remove it 
to a distance. Often when asleep, the approach of the ring j 
would draw her in any direction, when she has exclaimed, t 
“¿That thing wants me !”—11 it wants me ;” and we have fre- « 
quently drawn her out of her chair by it. And, indeed, it j 
generally affects her so much that it has to be removed in a « 
few moments.

The approach of any sharp metallic instrument to the body 
of this patient, produces increased breathing, and apparent 
distress. But she is attracted (at times) by any kind of 
metal, which is not pointed. Once she seized a knife, and 
grasped it with such force that we had to request assistance 
in order to get it from her.

Another patient of ours is attracted by the approach of 
any kind of metal, and the hands follow it invariably. When 
questioned, she did not seem to know what she was doing. In 
her waking state she had no knowledge of Terrestrial Mag- i 
netism j but on applying the point of a pen knife to the t 
organ of Causality, over the left eye, she said it stuck to her; |
but on applying it to the same organ over the right eye, she | 
said it“ pushed it off.” And precisely the same results fol- ! 
Io wed, when we applied the point of the knife to the supposed ] 
corresponding poles in the cerebellum, thus showing, that on I 
the opposite sides of the front and back part of the head, the 1 
poles were positive and negative ; and by other experiments | 
we think we have demonstrated, that there is a large nega­
tive pole in the centre of the brain, where all the magnetic 1 
courses, from the different cerebral organs, concentrate ; and ' 
by a similar process, we have found evidence to satisfy our- | 
self, that every organ, mental and physical, has its pole, or < 
a point, where there is a maximum of the magnetic forces, | 
which extend to corresponding places in the face and neck, ! 
and by operating on these points, these organs may be exci- 1 
ted to action, and vice versa. 1

We have, in another article, given an account of a natural | 
magnetic sleeper, in Alton, Illinois, in whom this state was 1 
induced by an electrical discharge from a thunder cloud, < 
And the same writer further states, that she has since fallen ] 
into this state again during a thunder shower. On the ap- 0 
proach of a thunder cloud she becomes agitated, very ner­
vous, and suffers under a peculiar pain in the head. These » 
symptoms all increase in violence until the cloud passes over, g 
when they gradually disappear j or else, if the cloud is low, | 
and is highly charged, she goes to sleep. '

Since the account of our Magnetic cerebral experiments t 
were first published, one year ago, we have heard of their i 
having been repeated by persons in different parts of the . 
country ; and we hope to receive some details of the results 1 
which will be highly gratifying to the readers of the Magnet. !

3 |
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[INVOLUNTARY SOMNAMBULISM.

The following is an account of a lady who had 
been put into the magnetic sleep by an electrical 

fl discharge from the clouds. It is letter from the
[ person who first magnetized her to his brother, in this 

city, whom we have seen, and from conversations with him 
we have no doubt of the truth of what is here stated

The manner in which this account is given, shows the 
! concern which the writer felt, on finding, like the magi­

cian’s pupil, that he had waked up a spirit which he does 
| not know how to manage. Accordingly, in another let­

ter from him now before us, he solemnly warns his brother 
not to meddle with this fearful power, advice which it 
would be well for all to take heed to, who would not in­
volve themselves or others in mischiefs which they may 

! finally find it difficult, if not impossible to control.
In saying that we believe in the truthfulness of the 

following account, it must not be understood, that we 
vouch for the reality of the lady’s clairvoyance in every 
respect. For, though we have had repeated demonstra­
tions of this power, in cases of our own, and though we 

B believe it to be explicable according to the laws of the 
! magnetic forces, yet we know, further, that great allow- 
i ances should be made, often, for different patients. We 

never depend upon these accounts which are given of 
distant things, without we have evidence of their truth 
besides that usually furnished in the statements of the pa­
tient. We have known cases, where persons in the mag­
netic sleep had been requested to describe things at a dis­
tance, and the descriptions did not agree, at all, with the 
facts in the case.

Alton, III., Feb. 28, 1842.
Yours of the 11th inst. is received, which I will 

hasten to answer. First, as to Animal Magnetism. 
You were right in supposing the communication in 
the Louisville Journal was from me. There is no­
thing in that letter but what was clearly within the 
truth. The whole truth would have developed other 
facts still more “ passing strange.” The fact is, I 
am now at G.’s, where I am under the necessity of 
awaking Miss E., the subject of my experiments, 
from what is called the Mesmeric state every morn­
ing, and often several times during the day. She 
falls into it involuntarily, and at times in opposition 
to my will. If allowed to remain long in that state, 

| she becomes alarmingly nervous and convulsed. In 
I what, or how, or when it will end, time only can de- 
| termine. We do, however, think it is gradually 
I wearing off, and that her inclination to relapse into
1 the sleep is not as irresistible as it was. Most of her 
g sleep for the last six weeks has been of this charac- 
8 ter. Thus much as to her present situation; and 
| now, a few lines on Animal Magnetism, its causes
2 and effects. Of course, as soon as we discovered the 
| tendency to fall involuntarily into this strange state,

all further magnetizing processes were stopped, and 
this sleep which she now falls into is only of a par­
tially magnetic character, devoid of most of its strange 
features, excepting the facts that I alone can wake 
her, and that she will converse freely and rationally 
with me, but cannot see or hear anything or anybody 
else. I agree with you, that there is something con­
nected with it not at all understood or to be account­
ed for by any known course of reasoning, and fur­
ther, I doubt whether man can ever satisfactorily 
establish any philosophical solution of its causes— 
how mind can thus act on mind, or mind on distinct 
matter; for when in this sleep, I can by my will

cause her arm or hand to rise to a horizontal or any | 
other position, and then remain stiff and inflexible | 
as the limb of a corpse. This appears some like the | 
action of the mind on matter. The first time I mag- | 
netized Miss E. I could not get her to speak—the | 
second barely to answer yes or no—the third time 
she would talk a little, and so on till perhaps the | 
tenth time, when she would converse freely, and be- | 
gan to exhibit her marvelous clairvoyant powers. ; 
From this time until we were alarmed by her falling « 
into this state herself, you may well suppose we were t 
deeply interested. I say we, for it was confined to the « 
knowledge of cousin G.’s family, and one neighbor. | 
I will now state a few facts, which we all think 
were evidenced beyond the possibility of a doubt.

Nobody but myself is capable of waking her. She | 
would talk with no one but me, except I had first | 
willed that she should, and also placed the third per- g 
son in contact with her, as placing their hands toge- | 
ther. She could hear nothing but my voice or a 
noise made by me. I have seen G. fire a gun within | 
a foot of her head without her showing any signs of | 
hearing it. Her eyes closed, she will tell when I eat | 
and drink, will tell accurately when I left the room, | 
and when I returned. You may bear in mind that 1 
none of us had seen anything of the kind, and were | 
unprepared for most of the phenomena.

One evening while she was in this sleep, some ap- | 
pies, raisins, and walnuts were passed round. I if 
commenced eating an apple, when she remarked, | 
“ These are good apples.” I then took up some rai- | 
sins, and asked her what I was eating. She told me | 
correctly. G. handed me some vinegar, which I | 
tasted, when she exclaimed, “ What do you want of s 
this sour stuff1?” G. next handed me some sugar, 1 
and so on, until we were satisfied she was conscious 
of whatever I was eating—she tasted whatever I 
tasted. Her position was such that she could not v 
have seen what I was eating if her eyes had been | 
open. We next discovered that, although herself | 
insensible to corporeal pain, she felt sensibly any 3 
pain inflicted on me. Prick my hand, for instance, rt 
and she would jerk her’s back, and perhaps rub it on 
the spot where mine was pricked. Pull my hair, | 
and she would say, “Who is pulling my hair?” I | 
next discovered that she would often speak of sub- | 
jects on which I was thinking, and finally, one eve- 
ning, when we were testing her straDge powers, I | 
put a piece of apple in my mouth and remarked, 0 
“ These are good raisins that I am eating.” She re- | 
plied, “ You need not attempt to deceive me—I know | 
your motives and thoughts—yes, I can see your every 
thought.” I then directed a third person to write on 
paper several questions, on what subjects they chose, 
such, however, as she would naturally be capable of 
answering. I then took the paper, and sitting by 
her side, put each question to her mentally ; that is, H 
without speaking or making any noise whatever. As ; 
I read the questions to myself, she would speak out » 
and answer them, one after the other. Mind, I did 1 
not speak a word from the time of receiving the pa- f 
per until she had answered the last question. By 1 
such and other experiments, we were convinced that !; 
she was truly aware of whatever was passing in my t 
mind. One evening when I had placed her in this 1 
state, I was laboring under a slight cold, attended I 
with a cough. She was asked what would cure my 
cough. Her reply was, “You must be careful, or 
your cold will be settled on your lungs, for I see they ■ 
are inflamed.” On questioning her farther, I was fully 
convinced that she was conscious of seeing and know­
ing my, as well as her own, internal organization.

Now I come to what to many appears the most ex­
traordinary phenomenon, I mean clairvoyance, or the 
power of perceiving what is occurring at a distance.
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In this faculty, or in the exercise of it, she appeared 
to improve at each sitting, the same as a person will 
excel in anything by practice; and our experiments 
in clairvoyance had not advanced much at the time 
when she commenced falling into this sleep indepen­
dently. Enough, however, was elicited to prove 
that she could tell what had transpired in an adjoin­
ing room, and at a distance of two miles; and if at 
the distance of two miles, why not at a much greater 
distance ? Those trials which afforded the most po­
sitive evidence of this power, were like the follow­
ing :—Cousin G. or L. would go into another room 
and disarrange the furniture, upset the table, or place 
chairs on the bed, and make other changes from the 
usual position of affairs. On being asked to look 
into the room, she would exclaim, “ What are those 
chairs on the bed for?” “Why are things in such 
confusion ?”

On being questioned further, she would describe 
the exact situation of things. Again I took her to 
my room, at the hotel down town, about two miles, 
and she described its contents, even a painting that 
is hanging on the wall. It was a room in which 
she had never been. Many trials of this kind have 
satisfied us that she in some way became conscious 
of things of which the natural perceptive faculties or 
the senses could not have informed her. In repeated 
instances she has informed me what was going on 
at father’s and Captain W.’s; would tell it in a man­
ner as natural as if she had been there. We had 
not, however, entered into any arrangement with any 
one, then, to ascertain whether she told truly, there­
fore have no positive evidence.

On Chrismas eve, however, I directed her to go 
to W.’s; she immediately began as follows: “ Al­
mira is sick.” On being asked how she seemed, 
and whether very sick, she replied, “ she had a cold 
and some fever, but is better, and is not as sick as I 
at first thought.” On being asked what they were 
doing, she says, “ Father W. is sitting before the 
fire, with his shoes off, warming his feet; mother 
W. is also sitting there, holding the babe, and Eliza 
is up stairs dressing or undressing.” This must 
have been about nine o’clock in the evening then. I 
have never asked any questions to learn the truth or 
falsehood of all this; but I received a letter on the 
7th or 8th of January, from mother, dated Decem­
ber 24th, (day before Christmas,) in which she says, 
“ Almira has had a slight attack of fever, attended 
with the rash, but is now much better.” On being 
asked whether she saw these things, she would say, 
“ it does not seem as if I saw them with my eyes, 
but I know them. How it is that I know them, I 
cannot tell.”

Thus, you have briefly the result of my experi­
ence in Animal Magnetism. I am convinced that 
this case is one of the most sensitive, one of the 
most perfect, in the powers and faculties developed 
in this state, that has ever been known. I am al­
most inclined to believe, if it had not assumed its 
present or any other alarming appearance, I should 
soon have been able to have opened a daily corres­
pondence with you.

If I had nothing else that demanded my attention, 
I should like to pursue the investigation farther. 
What a field it opens for contemplation on the qual­
ities and nature of mind and matter ! And I won­
der it has not been brought into view more, in aid of 
some of the theories relative to mind and matter, 
especially Idealism. Now you can make what you 
can from the facts that I have given you. That they 
are facts, and no humbug, you can rely upon it. As 
for myself it is completely enveloped in “ shadows, 
clouds and darkness,” and even G. is for once be­
wildered.

P1IRENO-MAGNETISM.
The experiments described in the preceding pages have 

been successfully repeated, as we learn, in different parts of 
the country, as in England, also. The following account is 
from the Washington Banner, edited by Mr. W. H. Bur­
leigh, an intelligent young man, well known for his poetical 
talents: —

One of the most interesting discoveries developed 
by this science, is the fact that distinct portions of 
the brain may be separately excited, so as to pro­
duce distinct manifestations of mind, almost at the 
will of the operator. This, it seems to us, furnish­
es the most irresistible proof ever yet offered of the 
truth of Phrenology^

We first saw the fact noticed in the New York 
Watehman, that the several organs could be thus 
separately magnetized—but it had never occurred 
to us to repeat the experiment, until a lucky acci­
dent convinced us that it could be done. We had 
been making several passes with the finger only 
over the organ of Tune, (without even knowing its 
position,) when we discovered a glow of pleasure 
light up the face of the patient, and she instantly 
commenced running her fingers along her lap, as if 
over the keys of a piano. The experiments of the 
editor of the Watchman were suggested to our 
mind, and upon inquiring of a phrenological friend, 
we found, as we suspected, that the organs of Tune 
and Time had both been magnetized. The suc­
cess of this accidental experiment induced us to 
try others, with what results the reader shall be 
informed.

We have tried these experiments upon several in­
dividuals, neither of whom knew any thing of Phre­
nology. Generally, we magnetize the organ with­
out contact, though sometimes we lay our finger 
slightly on it—the results produced, in either case, 
are, of course, the same. After having magnetized 
a particular organ, our first question to the patient 
generally is—“ What are you thinking of? ”—for a 
question put in this form could not suggest the de­
sired answer, since it gives to the patient the widest 
possible scope for his imagination, if the answer 
were to be arrived at by a guess. With one pa­
tient, the answers were so prompt that it was un­
necessary (except in a single instance) to ask the 
question at all.

For instance, we passed our finger over Mirthful­
ness—and although he had previously complained 
of sadness, (the complaint, in fact, induced us to 
magnetize that particular organ,) he immediately- 
burst into laughter, which seemed almost irrepressi­
ble, and commenced making humorous remarks, 
which produced corresponding mirthfulness in oth­
ers. He was, in short, full of what may be appro­
priately termed fun.. Passing our finger over the 
organ of Tune, he instantly ceased laughing, and 
with a rapt expression of countenance, as if listen­
ing to some heavenly harmony, exclaimed — “Mu­
sic! music!

(Oh, why should feeling ever speak,
When thou canst breathe her soul so well! ’ ”

We magnetized the organ of color, and he threw up 
his hand with delight, as if gazing upon some beau­
tiful vision, and said — “Oh, I see before me the 
most gorgeous combinations of colors that imagina­
tion ever conceived—if I were only a painter, what 
a splendid picture I could give you.” We. magneti­
zed form, and he cried out that the beautiful colors 
which had floated before his vision like a radiant 
mist, were taking to themselves shapes—forms — 
some square, some circular, etc. We passed our 
finger over the organ of Language, hoping to hear
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an extempore oration, but he disappointed us by im­
mediately commencing the declination of a Greek 
noun.

Passing from the intellectual and perceptive or­
gans, we magnetized Alimentiveness, and waited 
for an answer, expecting that, as usual, it would be 
spontaneous. In this, however, we were disap­
pointed, and after making a few additional passes, 
we asked him if he was conscious of any peculiar 
emotion of mind. “ Yes !” was the prompt reply— 
“ I am conscious of a peculiar feeling, but I can’t 
analyze it. There seems nothing intellectual about 
it — in fact, it is purely physical — something con­
nected with taste.” Our next question was a sug­
gestive one, and he immediately began to discuss 
good eating with the enthusiasm of an epicure, but 
at the same time exhibited so conscientious a re­
gard for temperance in all things, as to give assu­
rance that his appetites were under the control of 
principle.

4Ü

EXTRAORDINARY PHENOMENA.
In another article we have referred to the identity of Gal­

vanism, Magnetism, Electricity, and the effects we had pro­
duced on somnipathists with the common Magnet. Since 
that article was in type, a number of other similar facts 
have come to our knowledge, of a most extraordinary cha­
racter.

On the 16th of April last, we had put a patient to sleep, 
and produced a number of Phrenological phenomena by ope­
rating on the brain, in the presence of a number of physi­
cians and others, who had requested the privilege of seeing 
our experiments performed. During the sitting, one of the 
gentlemen present applied the blade of his knife, which had 
been magnetized some five years ago, to her hand, and she 
was so much affected by it, that it had to be removed to a 
distance. She manifested the most intense earnestness to 
have it, saying,11 it wants me—it wants me,” &c. A large 
magnetized steel ring was held over her head, without her 
knowledge, and it drew her in whatever direction it was mo­
ved, and affected her so much, that it had to be removed. 
She begged, and entreated that she “ might have it.”

After waking her up, I again held the ring over her head, 
without her knowledge, and in a few minutes she dropt into 
a state resembling sleep, and yet not exactly sleep, but in 
which she, as before, begged for “ that thing for she had 
not seen the ring, and did not know what it was that affect­
ed her in this way. But on removing the ring, I found it 
next to impossible to wake her up, or to- control her at all 
The entire system seemed to be paralyzed, the breathing 
was much increased, and difficult; and she continued in 
spasms for about twenty minutes, when she was relieved, 
and came out “ in a shudder,” like the lad described in the 
article below.

We have other facts of this kind which we shall describe 
in our succeeding numbers.

But, the phenomena described in the subjoined account 
arc most extraordinary, and exceedingly interesting. We 
know the writer,and have had a full and minute description 
of this case from his own lips. About the facts, there can 
be no doubt. And, here wc have a singular case of clairvoy­
ance, unlike any of which wc ever heard before. Here is 
an instance of a person so much affected with the natural 
magnet, in the waking state, that he secs distant things in 
the dark. And, he not only seems to have had a clear per­
ception of the place, where the magnet had been hid ; but 
his father stated, that when he took his son into the yard, 
from which there was a burying ground some rods distant, 
he said,11 0,1 don’t want to stay here—I sec every thing—I 

■

see the bones in those graves ! 0,1 don’t want to stay here !” 
declaring that he saw all the bodies in those graves.

We repeat it, there can be no doubt as to the truth of the 
following account; the writer is an intelligent minister of 
the gospel, well and extensively known.

Rev. and Dear Sir:—Agreeably to your request, I 
herewith transmit the facts respecting the influence of 
the magnet in producing the magnetic sleep in the case 
of my little son. His age is 15. I first magnetized him 
about the 20th of February, 1842. For some days he 
was put to sleep each day, for about half or three quar­
ters of an hour. After that, each alternate day, for 
about three or four weeks.

About ten days since, he was playing with smaall 
horse-shoe magnet, capable of sustaining about 12 or 
14 ounces. In a short time, I perceived that he was 
asleep, and exhibiting the usual symptoms of the mag­
netic state. I attempted to arouse him, and he immedi­
ately opened his eyes, but said, “I am in the magnetic 
state, I can see every thing just as when I am magneti­
zed.” I attempted by the usual passes to remove it, but 
found I could not. He said, “It is the magnet that has 
produced this state, and you cannot take it off.” I then 
took the magnet in my hand, and tried the effect of 
making the several passes with that; but it only increas­
ed the difficulty. I then proposed to send the magnet 
away, to a distant place. But he objected, with great 
earnestness and even with tears. I then persuaded him 
to go with me into another room, 20 or 30 feet distant 
from the magnet; and after staying there a short time, 
he consented to have the magnet removed.

I again tried by the usual passes to remove the influ­
ence from him, but could not. He remarked, that “noth­
ing I could do would remove it, but that it would pass 
ofl’, of itself, in about an hour, and that he should come 
out of it with a shudder.33 During all this time, his eyes 
were open. He could hear and converse with me and 
with persons who were very near to him, after they had 
been near him for a few minutes, but with no others.

He was playful and apparently happy. In about an 
hour he started suddenly, and with a violent spasmodic 
shudder, and appeared restored to his natural state. Of 
nothing that had passed had he any recollection, and the 
only difference that I could discover between this and 
the state in which he had usually been when magnetized, 
was, that in this, his eyes were open—he had none of the 
usual attachment to me, all seemed transferred to the 
magnet, and I had no power to remove it.

The magnet had been removed to a distant chamber. 
But he expressed a strong desire to go to it. I then 
took the magnet away, unknown to him, and, passing out 
doors, carried it by a circuitous route, and placed it in a pile 
of lumber distant 70 or 80 feet. It was past 9 o’clock at 
night, and very dark, and he had no means of knowing, 
by the ordinary senses, that it had been removed. Fie 
said, however, that it had been removed, and went on to 
tell me which way he would take to find it, and said he 
would not go directly to it, but would find it by a circui­
tous route—that he would go out round the house, in 
about the same course that I had taken in carrying the 
magnet away! But he said the magnet was wrapped up 
in a paper, and put in a pile of lumber, which was the 
fact.

I then went and removed it to a still greater distance, 
where I left it till the next morning. He said, that lie 
had a strong impression on his mind, that it had been re­
moved to the more distant place as I have described it, 
and that, from that time he lost all interest in it. This 
was more than an hour from the time that he came out 
of the magnetic state with a shudder, as above described. 

I Since then, he has manifested no desire for the magnet, 
but when it was afterwards brought near him, even with­
in several feet, lie said, after a few minutes, that he felt 
the same influence coming over him, and immediately 
caused it to be removed.

I might add, that the application of living'magnetism 
. in his case, was in a course of medical treatment for a 

spinal disease, and was generally applied unde^ the di-
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recti on of experienced physicians, and apparently with 
very happy results.

Respectfully yours,

§

Philadelphia, JtprU 17, 1842.

To Obtain Different Flowers from the same 
Stem.—Split a small twig of elder bush lengthways, 
and having scooped out the pith, till each of the com­
partments with seeds of flowers, of different sorts, 
but which blossom about the same time; surround 
them with mould; and then, tying together the two 
halves of the twig, plant the whole in a pot filled 
with earth properly prepared. The stems of the 
different flowers will then be so incorporated as to 
exhibit to the eye only one stem throwing out 
branches covered with flowers analagous to the seed 
which produced them.

Potato Black.—We are informed by an old pain­
ter, that potatoes being baked moderately at first, in 
a close vessel from which air is excluded, and expos­
ed to an increased heat until they are completely 
charred through, they may then be ground in oil, and 
thus produce a beautiful black, superior in many re­
spects to any other in use.—American Mechanic.

I

a

OBJECTIONS ANSWfflltiSD.
We have never believed it the better way for exhibiting 

the claims of Phrenology to excite the organ of Combative­
ness ha its defence. When this organ is exercised too much 
in its favor, it excises a similar disposition against it. And, 
when these organs take the lead in controversy, it rarely 
follows that either party is convinced of error.

We know the nature of the human mind too well to believe 
that much good is often done by controversy, especially to 
those directly engaged in it. Hence it is with some reluc­
tance that we comply with a request that we should notice 
an article in a late number of the Western New Yorker 
against Phrenology. Not, indeed, that there is any thing 
new, or at all formidable in that article, but because we do 
not believe this to he the best way for maintaining the 
claims of this, or any other science. Let Phrenology be 
perfectly understood, and there will be but few who will re­
ject its claims. And hence it is, that most of the objections 
usually urged against it are founded in ignorance or misap­
prehension. The same reasons were once urged against other 
branches of science. But now the principles of the Newto­
nian theory are well understood, we find no one to dispute 
or condemn.

Though the article above referred to, contains nothing new; 
though it brings forward no objection which has not been 
often met and answered before, yet, it may not be amiss to 
show the writer and others who think with hind, that there 
are views which may be consistently taken of this subject 
which fully obviate his objections. Let us look at them:—

■u Phrenologists profess to be able to distinguish criminals 
from honest men, and the kinds of crime even, which they 
have -committed.”

This is not exactly correct. What we profess to be able 
to do, is to describe the talents and mental characteristics of 
men. Phrenology will -discriminate between the disposi­
tions of different persons, and tell you which of two individ­
uals would be the most likely to commit certain crimes un­
der certain circumstances. *

u There would seem to be a fixed and fatal necessity in 
the actions of man, implanted in his very organization, and 
which it would be utterly impossible for him to control.”

Phrenology demonstrates the reverse of this assumption.

It shows that all who have intellect enough to knew right 
from wrong, have a faculty which chooses what they will 
do. Phrenology, more than any other science, proves man’s 
freedom of will. It is an attribute of his nature to deter­
mine which of his organs he will gratify, and how, and 
when it shall be done. All the organs were designed to be 
exercised in a proper manner, but none of them to be abused. 
Sin and wrong doing consists in the abuse of the mental or 
physical organs. We do not admit that man is so organized 
that he cariwt obey. The freedom of the human mind to 
obey or disobey, is a fundamental principle of Phrenology. 
It docs not follow, that because one has a large development 
of Acquisitiveness, ior instance, that he must, or will be go­
verned by this organ, any more than it follows, that when one 
has large Veneration, he will, or must do nothing but worship 
God. And, indeed, this writer seems t-o reason precisely m 
the same way, when he speaks of the influence exerted by 
education and circumstances over persons. But how circum­
stances influence one to vice or virtue, it would be impossible 
for him to tell, except upon Phrenological principles. For, 
if there be no organs to be excited, of course, neither circum. 
stances nor education could have any influence in forming 
the characters of men.

“ Consequently the drunkard must remain a drunkard, the 
Thief must remain a thief, and the infidel an infidel; for there 
is no chance of altering their character unless their bumps 
can be altered first, a circumstance wholly impossible.”

The same objection, repeated in another form; and, in 
fact, this is the sum and substance of all that is said against 
Phrenology. But it amounts to nothing when compared 
with the true science of the mind. Man has no organ of 
Drunkenness^ He has no organ of Theft, or of Lying, or 
Murder These crimes are committed by the abuse of or­
gans, which it is lawful and right to excercise in a proper 
manner. Man has no organ of Infidelity; but he becomes 
an infidel by terasing to exercise the organ designed for 
faith in God, and s future state.

(l Phrenology is opposed to Christianity in another particu­
lar ; for it teaches that all the propensities of man proceed 
from the head, while Christianity ascribes many of them to 
the heart.”

Well, this is funny. And, can this writer tell what the 
heart is ? Wherein does it differ from the mind, or that con­
scious, self-determining principle, in men, which loves or 
hates? When used in the scriptures it must either signify 
the mind or not. If it does not, then man has propensities 
which are not l ocated in his mind.' But if it does signify the 
mind, then the language of scripture not only agrees with 
Phrenology, but it evidently is based on its truth. Instance 
the parable of the talents. One had five, another three, ano­
ther two, and another one. Anti.-Phrenologists can never 
give a consistent explanation of this parable. They tell us 
that all have talents (minds) equally alike, and the only dif­
ference among men is made by circumstances and education 1

The parable of the sower, also, is based upon the truth of 
Phrenology. The ground [heart or mind] on which the seed 
fell, was not all alike; it was not equal in the degrees of its 
susceptibility. This truth is so obvious that facts need not 
be narrated to sustain our position. Every one must have 
seen what a difference there is in the minds of men to whom 
the gospel is preached. They -all need the gospel—the 
:e good seed but when it is sdwn, they do not all receive it 
alike; nor do those who do receive it, all bring forth fruit in 
an equal degree. And the lifference alluded to in the para­
ble, is that which exists in the Phrenological developments 

. of different persons.
It Would be curious enough, to see how those account for 

. this difference, who deny the truth of Phrenology.
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EXTRAORDINARY CHARACTERS,
We have denominated those persons prodigies, who have 

been quite remarkable for any one peculiar talent. But, 
most anti-phrenologists have generally failed to notice how 
clearly the cerebral developments of these persons have 
demonstrated the truth of Phrenology; or, if they have no­
ticed this fact, we fear they have seldom manifested a cor­
responding willingness to admit the sequences which might 
be justly deduced from it.

As it will interest our readers, and be of some service to 
science withal, we purpose devoting a little space in our 
work, to accounts of remarkable characters, who have at­
tracted more or less attention in the world, by their talents 
or eccentricities ; and to show, how exactly their conduct 
and characters correspond with the principles of Phrenology, 
and Living Magnetism.

We will begin with a well known, but highly eccentric 
character, who died in this city a few months since,

Me Donald Clark.
We are not aware, that there is any drawing or bust of 

his head, in existence. However,having been well acquaint­
ed with the “ Mad Poet,’’ as he was called, and having ex­
amined his head a number of times,.we are prepared to de­
scribe his peculiar phrenological developments, which ren­
dered him so notorious for the last few years of his life. 
His head was small, and most wretchedly balanced, as his 
Ideality, and Compassion, Wit and Sadness were remarkably 
large. Indeed, his head was so much out of the ordinary 
shape, by the protuberance of Ideality, especially, that any 
stranger could but notice it, at once, on seeing him. And, it 
might be truly said of him, that he talked and wrote, yea, 
he felt and thought in poetry. But, being deficient in Causal­
ity, and Firmness, some of his writings were scarcely fit to 
be seen, while at times, it must be confessed, his strains'were 
poetic and exceedingly beautiful. Here is a specimen

“ Now twilight lets her curtain down,
And pins it with a star?’

That is Clark, himself.
The following, is, perhaps, the best piece he ever wrote :■—

li Belle of our Beauties—brightest of the flock, 
My eyes are shut—but, since half one o’clock, 
My heart’s been beating, like the—the—no matter, 
Donald, dear, you shouldn’t have—looked at her,

0 1 who can help it—heigho—dont she seem 
Lovelier than doubloons, or a Poet’s dreams. 
Isn’t she young, and tall, and plump, and—rich, 
And does n’t she whiter heads, than mine, bewitch? <2

Toast of even Traders—Saratoga swears,
The nights of the yard stiek followed her in pairs, 
Grew thin, and pale, and couldn’t touch their meals ; 
Then only fancy how a poet feels.

Her form’s elastic as a willow tree, 
Glorious in motion, when the winds are free ; 
She moves with timid dignity and grace, 
While thought is thrilling thro’ her sweet young face.

Her head is small, and balanced, to a turn, 
Her white cheek flushing, with the fires that burn 
Deep in a heart, that dreams of—who—who—who, 
Donald, you dunce—you need n’t dream—’tis you.

O no—she’s much too beautiful, and gay, 
For one who’s poor, and creditless, and grey, 
Whose note has not the chemical, true stamp, 
And who’s been christened, long ago, a scamp.

Where we left off—, I said her head was small, 
Her forehead full, firm, as an ivory wall, 
Her hair like cypress plumes, in moonlight’s ray,- 
Her lips were only made—to kiss and pray.
O the deep magic of her mild kind eye, 
Bright as the daylight, bluer tkan the sky, 
When Autumn warms, and mellows down its tone, 
And the moon, without a cloud, in heaven alone.
Calm as the brightness that we had, last night, 
That made the soul grow giddy, with delight, 
And when it looks yon side away—heiglvhi-ho,. 
I wish I dare tell—Daddy—what I know.
But ah—’tis silly—silly sure for one,
Whose years, in this world, nearly all, are run, 
Whose face is fading fast—and fortune’s thin, 
To doat on her—rich dandies cannot win.
I know ’tis folly—but I love to think, 
And have my heart in swooning rapture sink, 
And wonder who will lay his head to hers— 
A Buck of Boston, some say, she prefers.
Amen—my sweethearts—all have turn’d their backs, 
Wont risk a fortune so forlorn as Mac’s,.
God help him—his Ione pillow’s cold, and wet ", 
"When will Experience teach him to forget ?
His loves are cluster’d like the solemn lights, 
That blaze thro’ the blue dusk of our Winter nights, 
That, like a rich, broad banner, is unroll’d, 
As bright, and cheering, but alas, as cold.
Remember thee I—0 how can I forget
That form, where Grace her glowing seal has set ? 
While Woman’s name omnipotent shall be, 
And man shall worship—I’ll remember thee.”

Never, perhaps, was there a greater combination of weak­
ness, wit, misery, and poetry, in the same head. He once 
informed us, that he never wrote or read poetry, without 
weeping, and on our repeating a somewhat pathetic verse to 
him, he wept like a child.

His sarcasm is well illustrated by the following anecdote, 
related in a recent number of the Commercial Advertiser :—

11 It was, we believe, about the year 1829, that in 
the course of one of the late Mr. John Lang’s short 
controversies with the Commercial, he rather wan­
tonly introduced the name of McDonald Clark, to 
whose brains he applied the term “ zig-zag.” Clark’s 
feelings were really wounded by the attack, and he 
came to beg permission to reply. We tried to dis­
suade him from his purpose—averse as we were to 
controversy, and apprehending that we could not af­
ford the space that the poet would require. He was 
so urgent, however, and his manner so imploring, 
that we yielded, upon condition that he would write 
but four lines. Delighted with this, he sat down at 
our desk, and produced the following impromptu :
111 can tell Johnny Lang, in the way of a laugh,

Since he’s dragged my name intonis pen-and-ink brawl, 
That most people think it is better by half

To have brains that are 11 zig-zag”—than no brains at all !r)
The hit was capital; and we believe Mr. Lang 

never again assailed ‘ the mad poet.’ ”

Zeraii Colburn.
Every body has heard of the astonishing Mathematica 

powers of Zerah Colburn. The widest space in his head 
was between the organs of Calculation ! At least, this was 
the case, while he was astonishing Europe with his solutions 
of Mathematical problems, as we have seen a drawing of 
his head, taken at that time. In after life, however, his oth-
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er organs were brought into exercise, till he, finally, became 
a minister of the gospel, and ceased to excel in the exercise 
of his peculiar gift.

Our discoveries have demonstrated, we think», the duality 
of the pairs of organs usually called calculation. The first 
pair, outside the corners of the eyesore appropriate, merely, 
to counting numbers 5 the next behind them to Calculating, 
and the higher branches of mathematics. We examined 
the head of a gentleman, a few weeks since, (a stranger to 
us) in whom these last named organs were unusually large; 
between them from side to side, was nearly the widest part 
of his head. His friends present, pronounced him one of the 
most excellent mathematicians in the country.

It is said, that among the boys now employed for the dif­
ferent purposes of calculation on the ordnance survey of 
Ireland, there is at present one named Alexander Gwin, only 
eight .years old, and a native of Derry, whose abilities at his 
early age are truly surprising. He has got by rote the frac­
tional logarithms from one to 1000, which he will repeat in 
regular rotation, or otherwise, as the interrogator may put 
the questions. It is certainly astonishing to think so tender 
a mind can retain, with such tenacity and correctness, seven 
figures of an answer, (according to their different variations) 
for WOO numbers. His rapidity and correctness in the vari­
ous calculations of trigonometrical distances, triangles,&c 
are amazing. .

He can in less than a minute make a return in acres, roods 
perches, &c., of any quantity of land, by giving him the 
surveyor’s chained distances, while the greatest arithmeti­
cian, with all his knowledge, will certainly take nearly an 
hour to do the same, and not be certain of truth in the 
end.

It is very desirable, that an exact admeasurement should 
be taken of the head of this extraordinary lad, as we are 
confident it would be in perfect keeping with phrenology.

It will be found, we doubt not, when the laws of Living 
Magnetism shall have become more perfectly understood, 
that, when any organ in the head is perfectly developed, its 
exercises will be perfect, that is, the knowledge appropriate 
to that portion of the brain, will be intuitive, as in cases 
of somnipathy, where the patient seems to have a perfect 
knowledge of things without any mental effort.

Franklin.

We have referred to Franklin’s organs of Causality, in an­
other article. The above cut gives a tolerably correct idea 
of them ; and it is worthy of notice, that all the portraits of 
this great philosopher, represent his head as bent slightly 
forward, thus giving the natural language of these organs, 
which, in his head, were exceedingly large ; as were the or­
gans of Comparison also, and with his other developments, 

giving him great powers of analysis, and critical acumen 
It has been well obser ved, that Franklin was a philosopher, 
without being conscious of it, but it was these organs which 
gave him those powers ofMiscovery which have associated 
his name with that of Newton and CapcrniCus.

Herschel.

The above cut is said to be from a correct drawing of this 
most extraordinary man. No one can look at it without be­
ing struck with the enormous size of that portion of the 
brain where we have located the two large consecutive poles 
of the brain, (36). Order (30), Locality, and the other 
perceptive organs, were remarkably developed in his head, 
and they gave him those astonishing powers of observation 
which have immortalized his name. Compare such a head 
with a person of known inferiority, and no one can resist the 
conviction which is at once forced upon the mind.

Oberlin.

Here you see a most remarkable development in the an­
terior and coronal regions of the head ; and the fame of his 
benevolence has extended as far as the Christian name is 
known. It is said, that he found the inhabitants of his par­
ish, isolated in five different villages, poor, ignorant, agita­
ted by heinous passions, and without the most necessary 
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means of comfortable existence. But by laboring unremit­
tingly, he, by degrees, succeeded in changing their wretched 
condition. He taught them to cultivate potatoes, flax, and 
such vegetables as succeeded best in light and sandy soils. 
He laid cut a nursery, in order to supply the peasantry with 
fruit trees of various kinds, and shewed them the advan­
tage they would reap by attending to their cultivation. He 
gave instructions to the children nimseff, teaching the young­
er to read, write and calculate} while he lectured to the 
more advanced in age, upon the cultivation of fruit-trees, 
the principles of agriculture, and the noxious and useful 
qualities of the plants which the country produced. He 
particularly accustomed them to order and cleanliness.

The good pastor,with his parishioners at his back, actually 
worked at the formation of convenient ways from one vil­
lage to another, and of a good and ready communication 
with the great road leading to Strasburg. To this city he 
sent children to become artisans, such as tailors, shoemakers, 
smiths, and carpenters, a female to learn midwifery, and a 
promising youth to study medicine and surgery. He him­
self had some knowledge of the healing art, used the lancet 
in cases of necessity, and preserved the most necessary 
remedies in his house, which he distributed as he thought 
they were required. He devoted his talents, time, labors, 
and whole life to the welfare of his flock. He persuaded a 
benevolent family, Legrand, to favor his philanthropic views, 
and to transfer their manufactory of ribands from Basle to 
his parish, and to furnish employment to the people.

Besides his vast care of all worldly concerns, he paid the 
greatest attention to moral and religious instruction, which 
he enforced in the most effectual manner by deed as well as 
words. He ended a law-suit in which the parish had been 
involved many years, and he brought good will and mutual 
love to dwell with his flock, instead of diseord.

It is delightful to contemplate such a character ; and the 
name of Oberlin has been appropriated by benevolent Institu­
tions, as one of the best mementos of that divine philanthro­
py which was so wonderfully exhibited in his pious life. * *

The Astro-Macnetic Almanac for 1843 ; In which 
all the motions of the earth are demonstrated, in ac­
cordance with the theory of the ancient eastern na­
tions. By H. H. Sherwood, M. D. Calendar by 
David Young, Philom. New York, 8 vo. pp. 72, illus­
trated by numerous engravings. Price 12 1-2 cents.
Our readers are not to suppose, from the title of the 

Almanac prefixed to this article, that it is of a character 
with the catchpenny pamphlets, which, under the same 
name, are yearly hawked about the streets. Even they 
are so far useful, as they contain an astronomical calen­
dar, which is often indispensable, and always convenient 
to the navigator, the farmer, and ethers. But then, their 
adjunct matter is, with few exceptions, of a trashy, pue­
rile character. Not so with the present work. It will 
bear favorable comparison with the nautical and Ameri­
can Almanacs, nay, it is so far superior to both of them,
as it embodies a condensed system of science, illustra­
ting, in a few prominent outlines, the relations between 
Astronomy and Magnetism. The author, Dr. .Sherwood, 
of this city, has, for many years, been engaged in the 
investigation of magnetism, and although certain poach­
ers upon his labors have made attempts to anticipate 
the publication of a work which he has long been pre­
paring for the press, and of which this treatise forms but 
a part, we venture to prophesy, that, when the result of
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his labors shall have been laid before the public, his 
name will assume a high station in the scientific world. 
His original and ingenious theory, as profound, as we 
believe it to be correct, of the exclusive magnetic power 
of the Sun over the planets, the earth, of course, includ­
ed; his rejection of the disturbing forces of the planets, 
his fixation of the magnetic poles and magnetic meridi­
ans, and the discovery of their rates of motion in the arc­
tic and antartic circles, giving to the earth, (if we may 
so term it) a tertiary motion, which gives rise to the pre­
cession of the equinoxes, and the progressive obliquities 
of the angle of the ecliptic with the equator between a 
right angle and no angle at all, involving millionary pe­
riods of years; his ascertaining the longitude by the va­
riation of the needle, and the variation of the needle by 
the latitude and the longitude, and, specially, the view 
taken by him of the cause of the rise and fall of water 
in different portions of the globe, which he shows to be 
dependent on the magnetic poles; these, we say, are but 
a part of the subjects touched on in this interesting man­
ual. We scarcely need recommend such a work. Its 
utility must be apparent to every scientific student. It 
is, also, calculated to render useful science popular, by 
making it easily understood by the meanest capacity. 
We have no doubt that it will have a wide and general 
circulation. p.

Uncle Sam’s Recommendation of Phrenology,—To 
His Millions of Friends in the United States. In a Se­
ries of not very dull Letters. New York: Harper and 
Brothers, 82 Cliff-street. 12mo., pp. 304.
To merely say, that we are pleased with this work 

would not, certainly, be doing justice to its merits. For, 
although the author does not, by any means, sajr every 
thing which might be adduced in favor of Phrenology, 
yet, he has presented some of its most interesting fea­
tures in a style which is neither dull nor uninteresting; 
a style which, we venture to predict, will take, with the 
generality of readers, better than most works heretofore 
published on this subject. We commend this bock to the 
notice of our countrymen ; for, however much they may 
differ in their views of many things, heretofore dene by 
“ Uncle Sam,’5 we must all yield to him the credit of hav­
ing done a special service to science, in the publication 
of these letters.

To give our readers some idea of his manner of writing, 
we will here quote a few of the titles to his letters, and 
which are designed to give an idea of the organs de­
scribed. For instance, he begins with, a “Salutatory,55 
and then comes the “Way and Manner,” “The Why 
and Wherefore” of his writing, “The Whence and 
What of Phrenology,” “How Phrenology gets along 
here,” “Beginning to Begin,” “Paring and the Half 
a Story,” “Parentage and the other Half of that Story,” 
“Home,” “ Surrounding Affections.” &c. &c.

Popular Phrenology. Exhibiting the Exact Phreno­
logical Admeasurements of above fifty distinguished 
and extraordinary personages of both sexes, with 
skulls of the various nations of the world. Embel­
lished with fifty engravings. New York, 29G Broad­
way. By F. Coombs.
This work possesses quite an attractive appearance, 

and we doubt not, it has many excellencies which render 
it worthy of patronage. When we find the necessary 
time we shall give some account of its contents.
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THE MAGNET.

DEVOTED to the investigation of Hvmak Physiology ; 
PHREROLOGY ; pHYMOOHOMY J PATHOOWOMY J PSYCHO­

LOGY ; and Astronomical, and Liviwo Magnetism.
The matter will be illustrated with numerous engravings, 

the whole rendering the work one of surpassing interest, 
and every way worthy of patronage from the curious and 
scientist, who wiah to understand the mysteries of human 
nature. The plates will be of special interest, inasmuch as 
they will not only explain mfiny maonetic phenomena hith- 
e^|o unknown, or not understood, but one'or more wiH be 
given designating those feature*  m the human face, where the 
magnetic courses terminalfrom the different physical and menlaP 
organ*,  a thing never before known; and thus wil> be seen, 
the only true explanation of Physiognomy ever given to the 
world. In a word, the work shall be filled with new and 
valuable matter, on every question relating to the Physical, 
Mental, and Magnetic Natures of Man; explaining the phe­
nomena of Hypnotology, Somnambulism, Monomania, Insan­
ity, Madness, Dreaming and Fanaticism, the whole designed 
to exhibit the claims oflhcse subjects on the allcntiou of the 
candid, and to assist them in ascertainiug bow far magnet­
ism has been, or may be, used as a medicinal agent.

In furnishing articles for its pages, the subscriber ex­
pects the assistance of a number of medical and scientific 
gentlemen, of the highest respectability in their profession.

The Magnet will be published once a month ; each num­
ber containing twenty lour super-royal fivo. pages, with a 
printed cover.

Terms.—The publisher will forward the numbers of the 
Magnet as they come from the press, to Agents, on the fol- 
lowing terms:—

1. For $6, forty-eight copies of one number; or, four copies 
‘ for one year.

^2. For $10, eighty-four copies of one number ; or, seven 
^pies for one year.

3. For $15, one hundred and forty-four of one number ; or. 
twelve copies for one year.

Agents must stale, distinctly, what the money sertt, is de­
signed to pay for; whether G»r an entire volume, or fur so 

| many single copies of one number.
As these terms arc low, the publisher cannot doubt but 

ngeuis will see the justice ofgiiing special attention towhat 
follows—

4. All payments must be received by the publisher before 
each number is sent out of the office.

5. All payments mut bo remitted free of postage, and in 
, Safely Fund money, or its equivalent, in ibis city.

6. Agents must give particular instructions a> tn the man­
ner in which they may wuh ench number forwarded.

I • testimonies.
New York,March 2, 1842.

The subscribers have been present and witnessed numerous 
cerebral experiments performed by the Rev. La Roy Sunder­
land, by which vnrious phenomena were produced in the men­
tal exertiscsof the patient, such as Sleepwakinr, Laughing, 
Singing; and the stales of mind resembling Madness, Mono­
mania. Insanity, &c., were brought on and removed in a few 
seconds oi lime. In our opinion, there was no collusion in 
the production of these phenomena; but, as far as wc can 
judge, they seem to have been brought about by the apjdica-, 
lion of laws to the human system which have not been well 
understood heretofore, and which have not received that at­
tention which the importance of the subject would seem lo 
demand, H. II. Sherwood, M. D.

Rev. Isaac Covert, 
Rev. J. JI. Marty», 
O. S. Fowler. 
Prof. E. Wright.

New York, March 2, 1842. ,
Let thia certify, that I have been present, several limes, , 

when the Rev. La Roy Sunderland made his magnetic expe­
riments upon a blind girl named Mary. These experiments 
were conducted in the presence of a number of gentlemen, • 
medical and scientific, and at each ailting there were differ- t 
ent persona present. No appeam.-.ce of tin attempt at collu­
sion on his nart was in the least degree perceptible; and from 
my knowledge of his character, 1 no not suspect any. 1 feel 
more freely entitled to give this certificate, because, not 
haing sufficiently examined ihe subiecl, 1 have doubts as 
to any practical results which may be, certainly, in all esnes, 
derived from such magnetic operation*.  The’ honest ardor 
displayed by Mr. Sunderland, to reach truth, is, to myself, 
abundant proof of bis sincerity. •

Daniel L. M. Peixotto, M. D.,
Formerly President of the N. Y. Medical Society. »

T’hc new discoveries io Human Physiology and P: jtholo- I 
gy which be proposes tn unfold, arc indeed of the most aston­
ishing character, and, if substantiated, will place I’lirenology 
and Magnetism among the most important al the positive 
sciences. Our acquaintance with the subject is very slight, 
but we know Rev. La Roy Sunderland, and we enn say with 
the utmost confidence, that neither his integrity nor sagacity , 
will be questioned by any who enjoy his acquaintance.—A. t 
Y. Tribune, Feb. 23, 1842.

Magnetism.—-We insert the prospectus of a paper, de- j 
voted to this subject, entitled the Magnet, to be published in ! 
New York, by Rev. La Roy Sunderland. We du this, not that 1 
we have faith in the thousand tales of wonder that have been I 
spread over the country, but that people may have a chance 1 
of learning from a good source, where there is no fear of de­
ception and trickery, the facts connected with a suhjccl that . j 
is awakening an interest over rhe whole civilized world. J 
From a personal acquaintance with Mr. Sund-rland, who i*-  
a must talented apd worthy num, we have no (car but he will <n 
do the theory justice ; nnd if he may not reduce it to a sei- | 
once, nt leust give us some important and interesting facts rfl 
that will be worthy of the attention of all on menial phe- n 
nomenn. He has already published several valuable articles ¡J 
on the results< f his investigations,and i*,  we think, ns ful 
ly prepared as any other man to defend ihe position u hith he I 
has token. A fair opportunity is now gii cn to <111 who fc« 1 ! 
any curiosity upon this subject to hnve that curiosity gratifi­
ed, and we hope the publication will have an extensive circu­
lation,—People's Advocate, March 31, 18*12.

Whether these new and startling discoveries are real or 
fictitious our readers will judge for themselves, when we re­
mind them that the Rev. Ln Roy Sn drrlnnd is known lo 
the public ns n man of dislingi ¡shed abilities and uhblcmish- 
cd enaraclcr.—State Banner.

Mr. Sunderland possesses a strong, acute anil excursive 
mind, and will doubt les make Lis magazine worthy the at­
tention of all who are disposed to understand their own or­
ganisation, and the phenomena which it presents,—llruome 
Republican.

Jlev. Lc Ray Sunderland, has recently made some experi- I 
mcols nnd discoveries in Human Physiology and Psychology, H 
<?f the m«il astonishing character, tending to establish l’hre- J 
oology and Magnetism ns the most important of the laisi- ] 
live sciences. In copying the statement of Mr. Sunderland, j 
we do not by any means signify our unqualified liclicf in his j 
theory, but wc wish every render to form his own conclusicn i 
us he feels disposed. Mr Sunderland’s integrity,, and saga- 
l ily, it is said, will never br questioned by those who enjoy 
bis acquaintance—Maine Cultivator

NOTICE.
As quite a number of our friends have desired to see a specimen of the first number of the 

Magnet, we have forwarded this, according to request. But it must be undeistood, that no 
other number will, on any account be sent, till the pay has been received, according to our 
terms.


