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3 THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

THE MARRIAGE QUESTION.

By A. J. Weaver.

Is the Institution of marriage divine 
or human? Did it come from God or 
is it of man? By the word God in this 
article I do not mean a “Supreme Be­
ing”—"Our Father who art in heav­
en”—but I mean the “God of Nature,” 
or, to be more definite, I mean the 
sum total of all of nature’s laws and 
forces, whatever they may be, whether 
discovered or undiscovered, whether 
they possess intelligence and the pow­
er to know together with emotions 
and the power to love and hate, or 
whether destitute of these mental 
qualities. In this sense whatever is 
done by nature is the work of God, 
and what is not so done is the work 
of man. Therefore the revolution of 
the planets, the fall of the rain and 
the growth of vegetation are divine, 
while the construction of bridges and 
roads, writing books and tilling the 
soil, are human acts.

Our question then resolves itself into 
this form: Is marriage ordained of na­
ture, as is the blending of colors to 
form the rainbow, or is it an ordinance 
of the state like the right to vote?

To decide this question we must first 
know what is meant by the word mar­
riage. If it means the happy union of 
¿¡'^oulsof the opposite sex in answer

- .«.nd 
adaptations, then it is natural and of 
God. With this definition accepted it 
follows that any man and woman 
drawn together by true love are hus­
band and wife, consequently have a 
right to live together in the marriage 
relations, and no man nor law is jus­
tified In interfering or condemning it 
as wrong.

But let a man and woman attempt 
this, and they will find themselves in­
closed in prison walls and they will 
hear the voice of the law and of an 
Incensed public censuring them and 
declaring that they are not married, 
however closely nature may have 
bound them together—that’ they are 
not husband and wife, however much 
they love each other and however well 
suited to make each other happy.

There are instances where couples 
have tried it and In every case they 
have been made to pay the penalty. 
There are instances where people sin­
cerely believed that true soul union 
Is real marriage, but sooner or later 
they awake to a realization of the fact 
that such belief Is regarded as contrary 
to the "divine will" and dangerous to 
the welfare of society.

Neither by the etymology of the 
word nor by the definition given to It 
by law does marriage' mean love or 
soul union, or have any relation to 
either of them. Sometimes marriage Is 
based on love or grows out of love, 
but that is only because the parties 
Interested choose to have it so. ’ It 
can be, and Is, as a matter of fact, 
based quite as often on convenience. 
People may marry for soul union, but 
quite as frequently one dr the other 
marries for board and clothes, for 
money, for position or for various 
other physical causes. The “God of 
Nature” may have joined a man and 
woman together, but this God never 
marries them—never made them hus­
band wife. To be sure two people 
whom "God" has joined together may 
marry—they often do marry; on the

other hand, they may not marry; they 
may not be allowed to marry; both 
law and public opinion might prevent 
them. As a matter of fact, law and 
public opinion do often prevent them. 
Mr. Lewes and “George Eliot” wished 
to marry, but the law of England for­
bade it, and so in spite of the law 
they commenced living together as 
though they had been married. The 
result was that they were condemned 
and the law was allowed to stand.

The etymology of the word marriage 
shows that in the beginning, when it 
was originated, it had no reference to 
the spiritual blending of natures and 
auric/attractions. It was derived from 
the Latin word “mas,” which means 
male, and it was formed to designate 
that power which the law of the state 
gave to man over woman—the power 
to hold her and to use her in any way 
he saw fit for his own interest or 
pleasure. In some ages and among 
some people this power was simply 
slave power. The wife was bought and 
sold, owned and used, wholly as a 
slave. In more civilized countries 
buying and selling were forbidden and 
the right was granted to the parents 
to give their daughter to any man they 
chose. In a still higher civilization 
this right of choice was transferred 
from the parents to the daughter after 
she- had reached the age of woman­
hood. But in all cases the'marriage 
net. eave the womanto the man vol 
serve and pleasenTffl"TSBmetlmes for 
life, sometimes as long as the husband 
chose to hold her.

As civilization has advanced more 
and more have the equal rights of 
woman with man been allowed, and 
never has the married woman stood so 
nearly on an equality with her hus­
band as today.

But what I am attempting to show 
is that marriage, ancient or modern, 
is the creation of human law entirely, 
and that the law riever recognizes love 
or soul mateship as having anything 
to do with it. Marriage with us today 
is a contract entered into by a man 
and woman in the presence of a legal 
witness by which they assume a cer­
tain relationship to each other which 
shall last during life on earth. Love 
is not required. Two people—a man 
and woman—may lovo each other, it 
matters not how deeply, but they are 
not husband and wife by virtue of 
their love. On the other hand, a 
couple may marry and satisfy the mar­
riage requirement, entirely and have 
no love whatever.

The question now arises where the 
Idea came from which calls marriage 
a “divine ordinance." It came from 
Christianity. It was never held among 
Pagan nations till established In their 
midst by the Christians. It came from 
Jesus, and wherever his name spread 
and his doctrines were accepted this 
idea went—the idea that whenever 
and wherever any man and woman are 
united in marriage by the law of a 
Christian land God approves and also 
joins them.

It follows as a logical result that 
what God has joined together no man 
has a right to put asunder. Chris­
tianity accepted this law laid down by 
Jesus and the effect was to compel 
men and women to remain in the mar­
ried state after they had discovered 
that nature never united them and 
never made them for each other.

It Is Inevitable that men and women 

will marry who ought not to marry. 
Often times they do not and can not 
know whether they will live happily 
together or not, till marriage experi­
ence reveals it to them. After the 
contract Is closed they discover, to 
their surprise and chagrin, that nei­
ther has received what he bargained 
for; they discover that sexualy and In 
disposition, taste and habit they are 
unattractive and uncongenial, if not 
antagonistic and repulsive to each 
other.

Even if the marriage at first is hap­
py, one or the other may fall into hab­
its of dissipation and sink to the plane 
of repulsiveness, and all happiness be 
driven away. Under the Christian 
idea all such marriages, and in fact 
all marriages, however unnatural, 
however torturing, however debasing 
to the innocent party, are divine and 
therefore not to be annulled.

Disastrous results follow the legal 
establishment of such an idea. It often 
makes home, which ought to be the 
abiding place of all that is good, a 
place of mutual contention and hatred. 
Children are conceived without love, 
forced into a home where they are 
unwelcome, and reared In an atmos­
phere of conflict and recrimination. It 
Is a wicked law which compels a wom­
an to become a mother by a man for 
whom she has no love, and often times 
a man who is repulsive to her, simply 
because at some previous time that 
man became her husband. The legal 
alliance which the marriage law forms 
is often the most unholy unions on 
earth, directly in conflict with the 
“God of Nature,” and in violation of 
that inalienable right which belongs 
to woman to choose the one who shall 
be the father of her child.

With equal justice might a law be 
passed requiring every business part­
nership to last for life, because mar­
riage, as defined by law and as it ex- 
Jsts in Christian Civilization, is noth­
ing wliatever biit a partnersnip; To be 
sure it is seldom an equal partnership; 
it seldom gives the woman equal rights 
with the man, but nevertheless It is 
always a partnership, except In bar­
barous countries, where it sinks very 
near to slavery.

And what is the fundamental prin­
ciple on which law bases partnership 
in business? It is that in as much as 
the union Is entered into by the free 
will of the parties it can be dissolved 
by the same free will. Unjust and ar­
bitrary would be the law which for­
bade this right If such a law was 
made men would rebel and fight rather 
than submit to it.

Bartnership in marriage mainly dif­
fers from partnership in business by 
the law compelling it to bo made for 
life oi' not at all. Why was such a re­
quirement put Into the marriage law? 
In order to make It harmonize with 
the' teaching of Jesus.

Such teaching might have been less 
objectionable In his day when the law 
gave the husband exclusive right to 
put away his wife whenever he chose, 
but forbade to the wife any such right. 
Jesus denied to the husband the right 
which was not granted to the wife. 
But that was only one step in the right 
direction. Before the next step was 
taken in reforming the marriage laws 
Jesus was transformed into a God 
and his teachings become finalities. 
Then all progress stopped; evolution 
had a setback; the world of Christen­
dom stood still for a thousand years.

No thorough reform In the marriage 
law can be affected till It Is cut loose 
from the Idea of Jesus that when peo­
ple marry they are joined together by 
God and the union therefore Is final. 
Banish this Idea and what effect would 
It have on the home? No longer would 
the husband feel that he could say 
what bad words he pleased to his wife; 
that he could give vent to his anger 
and heap on her abuse; "make of her 
bls servant and his drudge; use lan­

guage In his moments of passion or 
111 humor which he would be ashamed 
to use in addressing a neighbor or a 
friend; no longer would he feel that 
he could neglect his home for the sa­
loon or come home late at night drunk 
and cross and abusive.

If he could know that his wife was 
not a fixture only so long as he treated 
her with kindness, it would put him 
on his good behavior. If he feared 
that he would lose his wife if he failed 
to be as good and kind to her and at 
home as to other women and in a 
neighbor's home, It would make him 
more considerate of his wife’s feelings 
and more sensible of his duties to his 
home.

If he knew he could hold his wife 
not by law but only by love, It would 
in many instances make a new man of 
him. It would incite him to the work 
of making himself attractive to her 
and of pleasing her; of sharing her 
burdens and making her duties pleas­
ant as possible. The joys of courtship 
often fall to extend far Into the mar­
ried life for this reason. In courtship 
It is love alone which holds togeth­
er; so would it be in married life. 
What I have said of the husband would 
at the same time be true of the wife. 
Mutually there would be reborn In 
them the endeavors of courtship days 
to make each other happy^ knowing 
that in no other way could the union 
be preserved.

There never fell on the Christian 
world a greater misfortune than the 
belief that God sanctioned everything 
which Jesus taught as divine and a 
final truth. Had it not been for this 
belief, long ere this we should have 
had a more natural marriage law, hap­
pier homes and a higher grade of chil­
dren. The word Christian attached to 
any false Idea throws a kind of glam­
our over it which leads _ people to 
think it must be true 
plainly false, ami Ums 
mankind is hindered.

In spite of the witchery which has 
been and is associated with the name 
Jesus, all of the states of our Union 
but South Carolina have broken away 
more or less from what Jesus taught 
on his subject, and divorces are grant­
ed hot only for one but many causes. 
But how wrong It is that it must cost 
from $200 to $500 to have a marriage 
partnership dissolved, and that It in­
flicts public scandal upon the parties. 
Many an innocent party submits to the 
sufferings of an unnatural and debas­
ing alliance because too poor to afford 
the expenses or too sensitive to endure 
the opprobrium which is attached to 
divorce.

Why js it called divorce? If a busi­
ness partnership Is dissolved It is not 
called by that discolored term nor does 
It reflect on their good name, nor does 
it have to go into court and the private 
and unpleasant causes be paraded be­
fore a crowd, hungry for few morsels 
of scandal, nor Into the dally papers, 
whose opon jaws, alligator like, are al­
ways waiting and ready to be fed by 
the filth of human society. Do people 
do wrong who make a mistake In their 
marriage partnership any more than 
those who make a mistake in business 
partnership? Because two partners 
can not get along harmoniously in the 
marriage relation is It any worse or 
signify any more depravity than when 
two partners In business fall to pull 
together?

I do not wish to be understood' as 
attributing all the Ills of married life 
to law oi' Idea which makes marriage 
indissoluble: There are great numbers 
of married people who could not live 
happily with any human being. As 
long as people are as they are there 
will be unhappiness in the married 
state. But If we have a marriage law 
at all it ought be of such a kind as to 
reduce the unhpplness in married life 
as much as possible and be a relief 
to the many who are unhappily united,
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PAPAL BRIGANDAGE

And Slaughter in Prussia and Else 
where.

By Prof. J. R. Buchanan.

The conquest of Prussia and slaugh-
~ur ter of the Prussians by the Papal
t church, beginning about the year 1000

and ending A. D., 1283, is perhaps the 
most prolonged and savage war 
against an independent nation, fight­
ing to preserve its liberty, that history 
has recorded. The same ferocious at­
tempt for the conquest of the free peo­
ple of the Netherlands was persisted in 
by the Papal kingdom, Spain, for SO 

•• r- - year's, from 1560 to 164S, sacrificing in
this diabolic work almost or quite a 
thousand millions of dollars, but final­
ly defeated and driven off by the ar­
mies of freedom.

These two wars and a score of others 
tb carried on by the Papal power, in ad-
ei dition to its steady persecution of sci-
j ence .religion and liberty to the full

extent of its power, show that the so- 
gu called Christian church, for over 16
fei. ■ centuries; has been as fierce a piratical
is ' enemy as mankind has ever encoun-
c”’ tered. It has never surrendered its

piratical claims to conquer the world 
by the sword. Its desolating cam­
paigns in Cuba and slavery in the 
Philippine Islands show that it is as 
unchangeable in its nature as the rat­
tlesnake, and has the same hypnotic 
power over its innocent dupes. The 
Jesuit hypnotizers and their dupes, who 
are often good, credulous people, are 
entitled to all the aid we can give them 
to end their delusions, which have 
darkened so many centuries with 

n. bloody desolation.
The conquest of Prussia was simply 

» highway robbery and massacre by the
in a *. -nf the church, to whom were
of and property-of-the-

-hie1- people whom they almost exterminat­
ed, before the conquest was completed, 
under Pope Honorius.

The attempt to conquer England and 
deliver Queen Eliabeth to the Inquisi­
tion was a total failure, and Protest­
antism has slowly been diminishing 
the Papal burden; but unable to free 
itself from the fraudulent Papal Bible 
it still struggles along slowly on the 
march to freedom, for that Bible 
strongly prohibits Democracy and lib­
erty—still threatens hell for those who 
do not passively obey all tyrants, say­
ing “the powers that be are ordained 
of God.” To cling to democratic free­
dom and still cling to the Pauline for­
geries of the Bible, which prohibit lib­
erty, is the absurdity of American 
Protestants, which suggests the words 
of Puck, "What fools these mortals 
be.”

There is no freedom but in Spirit­
ualism, which says,. “I am free and my 
brothers must be freed,” for he who is 
free and is not willing to help his suf­
fering brothers to freedom is unworthy 
of his own freedom. In that, freedom
—the freedom from delusion, will be 
found our release from political op­
pression, social war and agonizing 
poverty, for the chains that hold all 
nations in slavery today were forged 
in Rome in the first and second cen­
turies—a false creed shutting out 
heaven, a false government holding 
down liberty, a false social system and 
mail-clad wealth holding down help­
less poverty, as it wks held down un­
der Papal feudalism until the French 
revolution.

P. S.—The above reference to Prus­
sia is necessary to save the writer 
from disgrace, as in my essay (Dec. 
24) the word "Prussia" was printed 
“Russia,” making it a romantic fiction. 
I must add that Newbrough is the 
name that was printed “Newburgh”; 
that “his secret doctrine" should “her”
(Blavatsky); that Harris’ “hypothe- 
osls” was only an “apotheosis”; and 

that "Mr. Sampson” was “Mrs. Simp­
son."

Antiquity Unveiled. — Finally, it 
seems hardly necessary to say any­
thing more as to the insanity of J. M. 
Roberts, for the book of Dr. Peebles 
has been issued and the questions In­
volved are fully settled, and those who 
have been deluded will be more careful 
hereafter as to- accepting such delu­
sions. My contribution is a complete 
exposition of the insanity in that 
ignorant and crazy volume.

NEW BOOKS.

The Christ Question Settled—or 
Jesus, “Man, Medium, Martyr.” By 
Dr. J. M. Peebles.

This volume is a symposium by W.
E. Coleman, J. S. Loveland, J. R. Bu­
chanan, Hudson Tuttle, Moses Hull, B. 
B. Hill, Rabbi Wise, Colonel Ingersoll, 
J. M. Peebles, and quotations from 
others.

Among the different subjects dis­
cussed are: Did the Jesus Christ of the 
New Testament exist? Did Josephus 
and Mohammed exist? Some things 
that the Talmud of Jesus’ time says 
about him. Was he an illegitimate 
child? Could the Holy Ghost beget a 
material body? If Jesus existed did 
he perform his works as do our pres­
ent mediums? Moses Hull’s testimony. 
What learped rabbis say about it.

W. E. Coleman's and Hudson Tut­
tle’s mutual affirmations and denials 
concerning Jesus’ existence. The dis­
proofs and proofs of each. W. B. Cole­
man versus J. S. Loveland about Jesus 
and. the Gospels, Moses Hull upon Je­
sus’ mediumship. The Jewish Rabbi 
Wise in evidence. The Koran and 
what it says about Jesus. The Gnostics 
and the Christ. The value of the Tal­
mud. Recent discoveries in Egypt, 
Babylopia^ and Assyria. Prof. J. R. 
Buchanan .(and Antiquity Travelled. B. 
B. Hill’s scathing review of Dr. Pee­
bles’ Pamphlet, “Did Jesus' Christ ex­
ist?” Mr. Hill’s defense of Antiquity 
Unveiled: Dr. Peebles’ exhaustive re­
view of Mr. Hill’s article. What the 
influencing spirits of W. J. Colville, 
J. J. Morse, Mrs. Longley, Mrs. Hagen- 
Jackson, Mrs.. Everett, Mr. W. Stainton 
Moses and hundreds of others say 
about the existence and mission- of 
Jesus. Apollonius and Alfred James. 
Colonel Ingersoll and Spiritualism. 
Spiritism not Spiritualism. Church- 
ianity not Christianity. -The decline 
of the orthodox religion: the Harmo­
ny of Apostolic Christianity and Spir­
itualism. The beauty of Spiritualism 
in Sickness and Death. The Rapid Ex­
tension -of Spiritualism in all enlight­
ened lands.

The above subjects and others are 
handled intellectually, historically, ar- 
chaeologically and practically in this 
beautifully bound Y'‘-^g2ie of some 400 
pages by Dr. Peebles. The book will 
cause a sensation, and much criticism, 
especially among the more illiterate 
Spiritualists and Agnostics. Let the 
waters be troubled. The truth has 
nothing to fear.

The work is elegantly bound in cloth 
and gold lettering. It is just from the 
press of the Banner of -Light Pub. Co., 
and is for sale at this office. Price $1.25. 
Send in your orders.

Three Jubilee Lectures. By Dr. J.
M. Peebles. Paper cover; 122 pages; 
price 35 cents.

A very handsomely printed book, 
containing Dr. Peebles’ jubilee lec­
tures delivered at Hydesville, March 
31st; in Rochester at golden semi­
centennial jubilee a few weeks later, 
also the lecture delivered in St. James 
Hall, London, at the international 
congress of Spiritualists. These lec­
tures embodying much of the phenom­
ena, the philosophy and the teachings 
of Spiritualism, called forth when de; 
llvered commendations and very great 

applause. They constitute the cream of 
his platform utterances. This booklet of 
lectures is beautifully illustrated with 
the picture of the Hydesville cottage 
where the rappings were first heard. 
It is a becoming souvenir for a center 
table, or a precious keepsake.

IN RE STRANGE GODS.

(An interesting and timely letter 
from an old observer, who has kept 
his head, in which he makes some al­
lusions to a distinguished “occultist,” 
contains the following, which ought to 
serve a wholesome purpose.—Ed.)

I am an old-fashioned Spiritualist, 
having graduated in the cause when 
the public advocacy thereof meant 
no small sacrifice of time, la­
bor and money, and having suffered 
for the old order or things, may ac­
count for my conservatism in all 
things relating to Spiritualism. Let 
this be as it may, I confess a partiality 
to what Forster calls “Spiritualism 
without an adjective,” and my experi­
ence with the “occult” and the teachers 
thereof serves but to strengthen this 
position. At the risk of undue length 
I must relate one or two Incidents from 
those experiences, which will serve to 
give point to my reasons.

Some few years ago I was a visitor 
to one of our northern camp meetings. 
The said camp was presided over by 
one of the best known and most prom­
inent of the “spiritual occulists.” It 
was the time of John C. Bundy’s death, 
and at that period there .was a widely 
spread report, more particularly in the 
Spiritual press, that Santa Theresa, the 
well known Mexican healer, had been 
cruelly executed in the city of Sonora, 
by order of the Mexican government, 
because of the use of her spiritual gifts. 

(The reunion on the face of 
-it was a mere canard and deserved 
no credence whatever, but notwith­
standing its lack of authenticity the 
rumor was wildly published and at­
tracted a great deal of attention and 
incited a great deal of extravagant 
comment, and at this camp the mar­
tyred lady materialized at the seances 
and she blew her horn at the trumpet 
seances; and she was described from 
the platform by one of our well known 
test mediums, and of course the ex­
citement grew and grew until our pre­
siding occultist, the chairman of the 
camp, made special mention of it and 
told his .excited hearers how it was 
possible to avenge the death of Santa 
Theresa by the means of occultism ; 
and if all the mediums would unite 
their powers under his direction they 
might send an “earthquake, or a tor­
nado, or a watershed” (these are the 
very words), upon the doomed city of 
Sonora. Mr. Editor, I am sorry to 
record this, but on the following morn­
ing all the mediums at the camp, with 
two exceptions—myself 'and Clegg
Wright — following their occult pre­
ceptor, did go into the woods and did 
there dig a hole amongst the dead 
leaves, and they did build for them­
selves a fire, round which they did seat 
themselves; and they, with extended 
cheeks and puckered mouths, and from 
distended lungs, did blow into the fire 
and did mutter their incantations to 
produce those .weird results above 
mentioned; but the earthquake did not 
materialize with thè same facility as 
did the saint, and with all their puffing 
and huffiing they did not “raise the 
wind,” and Mexican travelers in the re­
gion of Sonora know how badly a 
"watershed” is needed there yet. Santa 
Theresa was not a martyred angel; 
she still lives, and let us hope may 
long continue to dò so; and—verb sap.

Mr. Editor, my epistle has assumed 
already altogether undue length, ór I 
would also like to ask a few of the 
reasons that cause so many of our

"Spiritualists to hanker after the flesh- 
pots of Egypt” and follow after other 
Gods;” and this, after all, Is my real 
reason for writing.

R. H. KNEESHAW.
El Paso, Texas. <

THE YEAR THAT HAS PASSED.

The year of 1898 has passed away, 
henceforth It Is but a memory. It has 
been fraught with sad experiences to 
many of earth’s children, and brought w 
changes that promise to be of impor­
tance to us as a nation.

To each of us individually the dead 
year may have brought opportunities 
unimproved, and possibilities not 
worked out—perhaps we have not done j
all the good we might have done, nor "'w 
made the spiritual progress we should, 
and so we say goodby, old year, with 
the feeling that we have not quite 
done our duty by it. But let us not 
encourage feelings of sadness and re­
gret. We will look beyond the old year 
and see the glory and brightness of 
the new. We will see the possibilities 
that within it lie, and the opportuni­
ties that are ours to improve. We will, 
see peace and gladness and all things 
good. We will see the sparkle of the 
jewels, Truth, Knowledge and Wis­
dom. These are the gifts of the new 
year, and are ours for the taking. It 
comes laden also with treasures ma­
terial. It brings rich harvests of fruit 
and grain; its hands are filled with 
every good thing, and it says all these 
are for you, take all you need, there 
is plenty for every one. But alas, as 
we look we see that some to whom the 
new year comes with its bounteous 
gifts fail to get the good things she 
brings them, '-while others get more 
than their share, and having more are 
eager to get more and yet more. They 
fight and trample ayd push those thai-u^g 
stand in their way, that ’"Effey'^fi&y'^^ 
seize all that is near them, and so many 
are deprived of the material blessings 
the new year brings. As we ponder 
upon these things we ask why this is 
so, and the answer comes, “Man has 
not learned the law; he is slow to gain 
wisdom; but the time will come when 
he will know that only through Jus­
tice to all can he raise himself; that 
the race is a unit; that in crushing 
ohers he is crushed.”

Goodby old year. If we have not 
learned the lessons you brought us, if 
we have let the golden opportunities 
pass by unheeded or have failed to 
grow spiritually we alone are to 
blame, for these were gifts that not 
even the most greedy could take from 
us. They are ours still, they have not 
passed away with the year that has 
just departed. • Then let us begin this 
bright new year with stronger resolves 
than ever before to learn the lessons 
of earth life, to master its problems, to 
develop the powers of the spirit, and 
so round out and perfect ourselves 
that when the death knell of 1899 
shall toll we may feel that we' have 
garnered treasures through its bright 
hours that never fade.

JAN® D. CHURCHILL.
Federal Point, Fla.

THE LATE MRS. M. E. ALDRICH.

In the passing away of Mrs. M. E. 
Aldrich the city of Santa Cruz, Cal., 
has lost one of its most estimable 
characters. Her death occurred Dec. 
17th as the result of a paralytic stroke 
received some days previously. Mrs. 
Aldrich was one of the ablest lecturers 
on higher philosophy of Spiritualism, 
and was also a trance medium, and 
was endeared to many hearts by her 
work in the spiritual field. She re­
turned from the east three years ago, 
after having: spent a year visiting chil­
dren. The last rites over her remains 
were conducted by the Unity Spiritual 
society.
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5 The flüthor’s SyrnposilunS

DR. CHARLES E. WATKINS.

(From "The Pathway of the Spirit," 
by John Hamlin Dewey.)

The Prophecy of Evolution, one with 
the Christ Ideal.—The prophetic tes­
timony of evolution in nature and In 
man points, as we have seen, unmis­
takably to the final- realization of this 
Christ ideal and promise of the perfect 
life, in the universal experience of 
mankind. Since evolution is but the 
coming forth and embodiment of spir­
itual principles in external organism, 
and their specialization in organic 
function, the ultimate of this process 
can bo nothing loss than the final em­
bodiment of all the attributes of divin­
ity In a perfect and permanent incar­
nation. As ovary new and advanced 
embodiment Is but the type and start­
ing of an entire order or family, the 
evolution of one man to the level of 
such an incarnation is but the bogin­
ning of an experience which, through 
an understanding of this law and prin­
ciple, shall ultimately come to the en­
tire race.

Allowing, therefore, the genuineness 
of the Christ experience, his example 
Will sooner or later be understood and 
followed and his experience essentially 
reproduced In all. Thus will his claim 
of being "The way, the Truth, and the i 
Life," for all men bo established In 
practical experience of the race. As 
organism is but the incarnation of spe- ] 
clflc attributes or principles of life in 
organic function, the final Incarnation, < 
all the divine attributes will give not 
only the perfect character in personal­
ity, but the perfect organism as well, i 
The lndlvldualization-ohd embodiment i 
of such a personality and character 1 

^„^¡ggyld-be impossible'without their '

cesses of evolution will be incomplete 
until both of these ends are accom­
plished; the one involves the other. 
Recognizing life in nature as the man­
ifestation. of an immanent God and a 
Divine Providence, and evolution as 
His law and method in creation, then/ 
the promise of evolution, or of God in 
nature and man, is a divine incarna­
tion, or the reproduction of Himself 
in the bringing forth of the final order

«

and he teaches peo- 
to old age In health 
That he is accom- 
he claims he is capa- 
proven by the many

of His true sons and daughters in the 
earth.

The Light of Truth frontispiece this 
week shows the familiar features of 
one of the old-time and most success­
ful mediums. AU who remember Mr. 
Watkins' great seance with the re­
nowned Rev. Joseph, Cook, besides 
thousands of others who have had sit­
tings with him, In private and public, 
witnessing and being convinced by the 
astounding manifestations occurring 
through him, will recognize this man 
who has become favorably known from 
ocean to ocean and from the lakes to 
the gulf through his unparalleled suc­
cess as a healer. It has been demon­
strated beyond a doubt that Dr. Wat­
kins Is possessed of a wonderful gift 
different from most men, by which he 
can read diseaso as one reads an open 
book. Of late years his powers have 
almost wholly been exercised In heal­
ing. His power of correctly diagnos­
ing every case has given him a world­
wide reputation, 
pie how to i.ve 
and happiness, 
pllshlng all that 
ble of doing is
written testimonials which he Is con­
stantly receiving from patients whom 
he has cured, after their having been 
given up as Incurable by their regular 
physicians, and who Still live to give 
further testimony if required. Dr. Wat­
kins is now giving himself and all his 
gifts to this grandest of all works. The 
different phases of his mediumship 
have been but the stepping stones 
leading to his destined goal.

At the age of 17 years he passed suc­
cessfully the entrance examination at 
Mt. Union College, Stark Co., Ohio. 
After two years he was compelled to 
return home and go to work. zHe en­
tered the employ of the Cleveland, Co- 
himbusiy^ Cincinnati railroad, then 

known as th^hree C'b. While in the 
employ of tfril»a(nI)aliy his in jriedluin- 
lstic gifts were developed. For 18 
years lie was before the public as a 
slate-writing medium.

Soon after graduation, and before he 
could arrange to commence practice, 
he conceived the Idea of forming a 

’• company to place before the world a 
liberal magazine of a highly intellect­
ual order, and at once Bet to work to 
secure the necessary funds', and after 
months of hard labor his efforts were

credulity, but that among the believers 
of that cult were as able and analyt­
ical minds as any that followed any 
other Bystem of religion, science or 
philosophy. “I know,” said she, “that 
among those ignorant of our teachings 
there la an impression that we are the 
most credulous people on earth, but as 
I look around me tonight I see the 
faces of lawyers, editors, doctors, art­
ists, business men and scientists, to say 
nothing of the clever women who 
grace our meeting, and if they are not 
equal in culture and intelligence to tho 
people of any other religious belief, I 
can only say that I am wofully at fault 
as a physiognomist.

“In meetings like the present, where 
each man and woman is at liberty to 
express his or her views on psychic 
phenomena, I am of opinion that a 
step is taken in the right direction, 
and that instead of our utterances be­
ing rhapsodical and far-fetched they 
will be found to be as logical and se­
quential as are demanded by what we 
teach—philosophy! My friends, philos­
ophy has many meanings, but for us 
one will suffice, and that 1b, tracing ef­
fects to their causes. Now we claim 
that all phenomena, both external and 
internal, can be traced to spirit power. 
And not only do we claim this, but we 
actually and unquestionably demon­
strate it, and before this meeting closes 
you will have ample 
truth of what I say.”

Mrs. Williams was 
Woodward, who read
constitution of the society and after 
a few appropriate remarks on the ben­
efits that must accrue to a membership 
in it gave way to Mrs. M. E. Wallace, 
the well known inspirational speaker, 
who held the audience enthralled while 
she discoursed on the beauty and help­
fulness of the cause.

Miss Margaret Gaule then took the 
floor, and though she made a most - -

'33J5py~speteefir frer*Eloquence” wad Hint 1 
sight of in presence of the numberless 
tests she gave to all present.

Mrs. Allen of Richmond borough 
spoke feelingly and in the intervals 
between Miss Gaule’s tests and the 
speeches of those already named Mrs. 
Whitehead and Prof. Withers played 
and sang some exquisite and suitable 
selections.

It is the intention of the society to 
hold weekly meetings in New York 
for the winter, and all who are 
Interested In psychic phenomena 
should not fall to attend, and by this 
means show their faith in what has
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Thus the Old Testament millennial 
prophecies, the Christ ideal and prom­
ise, the apocalyptic vision of the be­
loved disciple and the promise of evo­
lution, all point to and prophesy the 
one ultimate result, the divine and 
perfect life in the universal experience 
of mankind. Evolution thus not only 
Involves the ideal and promise of the 
gospel of Christ, but is Itself the law 
of their fulfillment, JR is tho “word” 
and law of God, as tho universal Fath­
er in both nature and gospel, and both 
are one In Him. The study of evolu­
tion in connection with the moral law 
of human responsibility throws a flood 
of ‘light upon tho Christ doctrine of 
regeneration, and demonstrates Its di­
vine origin and also its necessity In 
thé nature of things,

[This work, glowing with inspira­
tion and the highest prophesy, Is for 
sole by the Light of Truth Pub. Co. 
No reader of Spiritual scianco ought 
to be without it. Dr. Dowoy is recog­
nized as one of tho clearost writers on 
mental science, thè higher Spiritual­
ism and tho true Theosophy in tho 
world. Tho price of tho book Is 11.25.— 
Ed.] *

HUFFHRICUH FROM INDIOBBTION
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drink ana bo marry. SSo a box: all drua'ia.or t>v 
moli-, ÓTAMnann rnA nil acai.Co , Tiahoii, mi. h

rewarded by tho organization of the 
Arena Publishing company, with of­
fices in Pierce building, Copley Square, 
Boston. For two years ho held tho 
responsible position of secretary and 
general manager of the company, 
when he sold his stock of the company 
and resigned his position to resume 
tho practice of medicine.

Tho past year he has given to the 
world the host work of his life. He 
now has the largest and most complete 
sanitarium or health home for chronic 
disease in the Unltod States. I-IIb life 
proves that the spirit world, when 
glvon the right conditions, can do 
much for humanity.

THE WORK IN NEW YORK.

LYRIO OF LIFD—Philosophy In rhyino, 
by Laura A. Bnndorlln Nourao, l'rlco $1, 

ROPP'B OOMMBROIAL OALOULATOR- 
BO oonte.

Tho School.of Psychic Philosophy, 
chartered under tho laws of the state 
of Now York—president, Mrs. M. E, 
Williams; vice president, A. Fuller 
Woodward; secretary, Edward A. 
Spring—hold one of its annual meet­
ings at tho homo of tho president, 232 
West Foty-sixth street, Now York, on 
Wednesday ovonlng, 4th Inst.

In her opening address Mrs. Wil­
liams said tho object of tho society 
Is tho investigation and study of psy­
chic phenomena, and the relation of 
such phenomena to dally life. Contin­
uing tho lady said that the time had 
arrived whon Spiritualists should band 
together wherever possible and teach 
to tho uninitiated that tho word Splr- 
luallom was not synonymous with
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But we want ten thousand more 
readers and friends, and we are get- 
tiiig them. We want to reward ef­
fort in this direction in a suitable 
manner, hence the plan inaugerated 
last week of offering an elegant 
watch and a bracelet, as a starter, 
as premiums.

We want you, our young friends, 
to get out and hustle among your 
townspeople and secure ten .ififti'ilF-

and get this watch, or secure five 
subscribers and get the bracelet. 
These are articles of value and ar» 
given to you as a spur to industry
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Our New Premi
come to stay and is bound to work a 
revolution in the present beliefs of the 
world. JOHN W. THOMPSON.

TI-IB WORK IN CHATTANOOGA, 
TENN.

To tho Editor: The First Spiritual­
ists' society of Chattanooga, since oc­
cupying their own hall, formerly the 
Congregational church building, has 
been meeting with an abundant share 
of success. Our appointments are not 
only comfortable, but will vie In beau­
ty and luxury with many orthodox 
churches in this city. Thanks for this 
to a mortgage on tho Congregational 
church, which they could not lift, and 
the generosity of one of our members, 
who purchased the entire church outfit. 
This was about the first of November. 
Having no regular speaker, Bro. M. D. 
Higley of this city volunteered to sup­
ply the platform till we could procure 
a speaker. He did this most accept­
ably for two months. After finishing 
his series of discourses, resolutions, 
highly complimentary to the brother, 
were adopted by a rising vote. After 
Bro. Higley tho society secured the 
services of Mr. Oscar A. Edgerly, who 
served us for two Sundays and meet­
ings during the week. He was the 
drawing card at the watch meeting 
held on New Year’s eve, and again at

um This Week
is the “Proceedings of the English 
Society for Psychical Research,” 
which will be sent FREE to the 
person who sends us six yearly sub­
scribers.

This great pamphlet is the size of 
the biggest magazine and is filled 
with the far famed report of Rich­
ard Hodgson, LL. D., which every 
Spiritualist ought to read.

NOW HUSTLE.

two midweek seances for tests. He 
was successful in everything he under­
took, whether as a lecturer or as a 
platform test medium.

Next Sunday, owing to the enforced 
absence of Mrs. Julia Steelman-Mitch­
ell (our next regular speaker), Mr. M. 
D. Higley will again occupy the plat­
form. Mrs. Mitchell enters upon her 

, three months* engagement on the 22d. 
It Is with gratification that I can re­
port to you and your many readers 
that the cause of Spiritualism is de­
cidedly in the ascendent here. Our 
hall, though seating 500, is generally 
filled to its capacity. Wishing 'you 
and your paper "a happy New Year,” 
I remain, fraternally yours,

PAUL R. ALBERT.
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IN MODERN SPIRIT-

THE SCIENCE OK THE BRUTES 
APPLIED TO HUMANS.

By Z. C. Ferris.

The exponents of the laws of evolu­
tion show us very clearly how the sur­
vival of the fittest and the progressive 

| unfoldment of Individual- and race 
types is all a question of adaptability 
to the environment, change of the en- 

! vironment entirely changing the trend 
of development, different qualities and 
powers being drawn out to meet the 
demands of the changed conditions. 
Krom this teaching it would appear 
that environment is, in the long run. 
a sort ef mold in which the type and 
character of races and individuals is 
cast; life itself, or at least the busi­
ness life, being a reaction upon the en­
vironment of conditions and circum­
stances.

Evolutionists come out strong on 
this point, and urge with great persist­
ence the importance of environment 
in stamping the character of life. So 
far well and good. Now the distin­
guishing feature that marks the dif­
ference between man and the brutes 
is not to be found in some slight pe­
culiarity of the structure of the phys­
ical frame, but in the broad and sweep­
ing contrast in their attitude to the 
law of progress itself. It lies in the 
immense potentiality for differentia­
tion possessed by -the human; that is, 
the unlimited multiplicity of qualities 
and powers that may be drawn out 
or repressed by the environment. In 
other words, while the brute can react 
on the environment only in the one 
regular way with but slight variation, 
and that under the stress of pressing 
necessity, it is the province of man to 
react on the environment in infinite 
ways, intelligently, and at will, thus 
in a measure taking rational control 
of the same to the fostering of his 
higher development

"p^hPing the , case, thg pertinent 
pre as to 'Euman progress is at

.it ft this: Who is fittest to sur-. ' 
vive? >Vhat type of character is fit-* * 
test to survive and develop under the 
existing or proposed ‘conditions, and 
is it the worthy and inspiring ideal to­
ward which we wish to unfold? What 
qualities of human potentiality is the 
environment calculated to encourage, 
and what repress? These are the main 
questions involved in any proposed 
change of the conditions in which hu­
manity has to live and grow and un­
fold. Upon this point I would rest the 
decision of the case.

It is an axiom of jurisprudence that 
laws should be, as far as possible, self­
enforcing, that is. carrying their own 
rewards and punishments in a natural 
way; thus encouraging good and dis­
couraging evil by a just and wise dis­
tribution of the rewards and penalties 
of human conduct, 
the reward 
ever much 
that which 
reduced to 
be discouraged and repressed, however 
useful, praiseworthy and admirable it 
may be.

The competitive system under which 
we live and labor and associate stands 
challenged by the net results of its ap­
plication, and weighed in the balance 
of the above mentioned fundamental 
law it is found to be wofully wanting. 
On critical examination we find that 
all those traits and qualities of human 
nature that are extolled as virtues, 
making for the best good of humanity, 
by our moral philosophy, such as jus­
tice, mercy, Jionesty, modesty, gener­
osity, candor, benevolence, etc., are 
not the ones that enter as factors in 
the attainment of material success, 
upon which so largely depends the 
fullness or paucity of life in this world. 
While our moral philosophy insists 
upon the extreme of altruism, our 
daily practice is forced by a false sci-

THE LIGHT

demonstrate its 
done in several

once of economy to a basis of the 
grossest selfishness on pain of death.

I say that the currently accepted po­
litical economy is a false science, that 
it is not science at all. As a conse­
quence of this bold assertion it de­
volves upon me to ■ 
falsity. This can be|_ 
ways. I might follow the popular sys­
tem through and expose the sophis­
tries and point out the fallacies point 
by point, but in order to establish my 
footing at once I will first take a 
shorter but equally effective way.

No one can deny the general prop­
osition that a thing that is self-de­
structive is not part of the eternal 
truth. “A house divided against itself 
can not stand” was appealed to as an 
axiom by the founder of Christianity, 
and all reasoners will yield to the 
principle that antitheses that cancel 
each other can not both be true and 
may both be false. I have only to 
show how the system stultifies itself 
in theory and destroys itself in prac­
tice. A system of economics that 
works out at the same time a condition 
called overpopulation and a condition 
called overproduction is false because 
the two ideas cancel each other, and 
the two- opposite conditions would in 
truth and harmony neutralize each 
the other, and both would disappear. 

But it remains to show how these 
false conditions destroy the system. 
Overpopulation means an excess of 
people wno have not the wherewith to 
purchase the necessaries of life. Over­
production means an excess of the - 
necessaries of life that the people have 
not the wherewith to purchase and 
consume. The people can only obtain 
the wherewith by productive labor, 
and productive labor, for profit, only 
iiggjgivates the false condition, so that 
the two absurdities must go on in­
creasing forever, or until the artificial 
restraints prove inadequate, when the 
system goes down in chaos.

All agree that our economic difflgjfig 
ties are due to overproduction. A child 
would suppose that were easy enough 
to fix. If I were the doctor I would 
prescribe a little more consumption by 
those who need it most. But the 
quacks of cqmpetition enjoin the oppo­
site regimen, pinching economy. 
“Save your money,” they say, "if you 
would save your money you would be 
rich as anybody.” Suppose that the 
working people were to all take this 
advice and save up their money and 
not spend it. what would become of 
the markets? If, with all the extrava­
gance of the common people, not half 
enough money is spent to purchase all 
the products of speculative industry, 
how would it be ti strict economy were 
to become popr.^r and everyone be­
came a miser? How can the working 
people be expected to purchase a thou­
sand million dollars’ worth of their 
productions off the market with a 
quarter that amount in wages, and at 
the same time save up their money. 
Truly here is a' formidable hitch in 
the competitive speculative system!

Once upon a time an economical 
dog saved up a large mangerful of hay 
by taking toll from the cow every time 
she was fed. At last the cow had eat­
en and the dog had saved all the hay 
there was. The hungry cow wanted 
to eat the rest of her hay, but the dog 
barked loud and sharp and the cow 
was very much afraid.

It is wrong to appropriate the fruits 
of others’ labor; but the wrong that 
we would set right is that the work­
ing bees having provided abundantly 
for the drones are not permitted to go 
on and provide in like manner for 
themselves. Z. C. FERRIS.

Pleasant Valley, Cal.
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Price $1.25.

THE DEAD HAND OF AMERICA'S LIB­
ERTIES UNMASKED—By Elsie 
ton. 10 cents.

THE FALSE TEACHINGS OF 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH—By L. K. 
burn. 15 cents.

THE USE OF WOMAN’S BEAUTY—By 
Mlles M. Dawson. Price 5 cents; 25, $1; 
50. $1.50; 100, $2.50.

THE REAL ISSUE—By Moses Hull. An 
argument on political and industrial econ­
omy. 25 cents.

THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE. OR THE 
THREEFOLD POWER OF SEX—By 
Lois Waisbrooker. 50 cents.

THE OTHER WORLD AND THIS—Com­
pendium of Spiritual Laws: cloth, gold 
and white binding. Price $1.50.

‘ THE REASON WHY—Or Spiritual Exper­
iences. By Mrs. Julia Crafts Smith, phy­
sician. assisted by her spirit guides. Prlee 
50 cents.

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM — By Hudson 
Tuttle. 3 cents.

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS—Essays, Sketches, 
Poems, by Mattle E. Hull. Price 50 cts; 
postage 10 cents.

WILL THE COMING MAN WORSHIP 
GODS—By B. F. Underwood. 10 cents.

WOMAN, A LECTURE DELIVERED TO 
LADIES ONLY—By Mrs. Dr. Hurlburt 
20 cents.

light, and of a deep opaque layer 
whose function is not obvious; the ul­
timate branches of the trachea or 
tubes are distributed through this 
paratus, as are also nerve fibres.

At the recent convention of 
American Humane association 
Washington, D. C., a resolution 
adopted on Dec. 16 earnestly endorisng
the Washington Humane society’s bill 
for the regulation of vivisection in the 
District of Columbia, and advising the 
humane societies of the country to 
work for its passage.
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6 THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

AN INTERESTING BUNCH OF PSY­
CHICAL EXPERIENCES. 

Thick and fast the various spiritual, 
psychical and occult phenomena now 
thundering upon the dome of man’s 
intellect find lodgment in the columns 
of big newspapers. Column after col­
umn of this kind of reading greet the 
eye in many of the leading papers of 
the country. Not long ago the Chicago 
Inter Ocean printed an extensive list 
of these experiences, from which the 
following are taken. It is of peculiar 
interest as showing how Spiritualism 
is making way for recognition in quar­
ters least to be expected.

Did you ever see a ghost?
Several Chicago people, clever, 

thoughtful, keen-brained people, de­
clare they have seen such shades, even 
if you have not, and some of these peo­
ple do not hesitate about relating their 
experiences.

’ Miss Kate-Kellogg, principal of the 
Lewis, public school in Englewood, 
and a woman well and widely known 
both in this city and elsewhere, tells 
the following story of the supernat­
ural to her intimate friends:

“I was taking a night journey, and 
before retiring was so distressed^ by 
an undefined presentiment or pres­
cience of evil that I was positively 
afraid to3 sleep. As I am not at all 
superstitious,. and little troubled by 
such emotions as a rule, I made up my 
mind that some severe accident await­
ed us on the road, hilled with this 
idea, which seemed the only semi-rea- 
snna.hlp explanation of my unwonted
’COUCH Livni bl—nvx-vbUho^fiUS,—X inoratcU- ¿BioucL—appoo hpfovA mA)
that the porter raise one thickness of 
the double window of my berth, ‘I

_ghall have only a single pane of glass 
to brfialf my'-way through if anything 
does happen,’ I reasoned. Suddenly I 
saw before me, apparently standing at 
the foot of my berth, a shadowy white 
figure. It looked much as the photo­
graph of a white-draped form which 
had become all blurred by the moving 
of either figure or camera, -but it bore 
the distinct shape of a woman, and it 
gradually assumed a more tangible 
form. The figure was motionless for 
a long time. The'feeling of which I 
was then conscious was rather that of 
surprise than fear. I attempted to 
reason the shape away by declaring 
that it was the light shining through 
the open end curtain upon some of my 
garments which I had hung at the foot 
of the compartment

APPARITION BRINGS A MESSAGE!

“Compelling my unwilling body to 
obey my will, I deliberately sat up, 
removed the garments and lay down 
again. The figure wks still there, and 
nothing white was left for the outer 
light to produce the illusion upon. 
Again and again I experimented, but 
to no purpose. The figure remained 
for several hours. When it finally 
melted away I felt extremely wearied 
mentally, but my fear had long since 
left me. I looked at my watcu, noted 
the time of its appearance and depar­
ture, turned over comfortably and 
went to sleep.

"Arriving .at my journey’s end quite 
safely and without annoyance or trou- 

of any kind, the first thing which 
, after greeting my hostess was to 
Ufli her of my experience. Afterward 
the matter passed entirely from my 
thoughts, taken up with the pleasant 
experiences of a delightful visit, and 
I recollected it no more until some 
months later, when I was once more 
at home «nd at work. The news came

to me of the sudden death of a dear 
friend .upon the night of my uncanny 
experience. She had passed away after 
an illness of but a few hours; her 
passing had been simultaneous with 
the appearance of the shade before 
me, as the time which I and her 
friends had noted proved indubitably, 
and her last words had been ‘Tell 
Kate.’ ”

GHOSTS VISIT MRS. NASH.

well 
and 

says

Ella Thorington Nash, 
in Chicago as a palmist 
upon various subjects, 
such an extent is the “open 
hers that her experiences in 

.Mrs.
known 
writer 
that to 
vision”
the way of seeing people who have 
crossed the border between the two 
worlds are entirely too numerous to 
do more than hint at. But, within the 
past six months, two such remarkable 
instances of this kind, and both par­
ticularly ~well authenticated, have oc­
curred to her. The first of these in­
stances occurred at the time of the 
passing away of a well known woman 
suffragist. When the body of this 
woman was cremated Mrs. Nash, to­
gether with one or two other intimate 
friends, in accordance with a pre-ar­
ranged plan, was to have been present 
at the time of the-last services. Of this 
fact, however, as also of any intima­
tion that her friend was even near the 
death line, Mrs. Nash was totally 
ignorant at the time when the experi­
ence came to her.

“I was sitting in my own room, busy 
about my ordinary household occupa­
tions,” Mrs. Nash relates, “when my 

dressed in all the ordinary habiliments 
of life, and told me of her passing and 
the disposal of her body. She also 
regretted that her friends had burned 
up a certain gown which 
loved, and in which her 
loved to see her, saying 
could not appear before 
in that gown. ‘And she never did like 
the one I have on,’ she remarked. ‘Be­
sides, they, buried me in it.’ ”

she had much 
daughter had 
that now she 
her daughter

MESSAGE FROM THE DEAD.

and 
with 
‘She 
poor 

; or

“After quite a little conversation of 
this character Mrs. B. began to tell me 
of all that had taken place at the time 
of the funeral exercises, even men­
tioning the fact that a mutual friend 
of hers and mine, who stayed to wit­
ness the final disposal of the body after 
all the rest of the friends had depart­
ed, had in some manner taken the 
wrong exit from the crematory, 
become locked in a large yard, ' 
the early darkness coming on. 
was frightened nearly to death, j 
thing!’ the disembodied spirit 
thought-body of my visitor told me, 
‘and I was extremely anxious about 
her until I knew that she had gotten 
out. I was very glad when the police­
man helped her.’

“No sooner had,Mrs. B. left me than 
I sat down .and wrote to a friend, who 
had been very intimate and much with 
her, to know if all these things were 
true, and found them so, even the 
smallest detail. Mrs. B. had, indeed, 
died at the time she told me, her. body 
had been cremated, and through some 
unfortunate accident I had neither 
been notified nor invited to attend the 
funeral services. So Mrs. B. had evi­
dently decided to tell me of the matter 
herself, and had come near to me 
this purpose. Thè incident about 
fr-iend who had been locked in 
large yard and become nervous for 
fear of having to spend the night there 
was also true in every particular, al-

for 
the 
the 
the

though this woman had mentioned the 
occurrence to no one save only the 
friend to whom I wrote of it, and who 
had told no living soul about the mat­
ter.”

ADVANCE NOTICE OF DEATH.
Another supernatural incident which 

is proven by the testimony of the other
individuals concerned is that of a vis­
itor who not long ago appeared to Mrs. 
Nash. An acquaintance, and the moth­
er of a young friend, lay very ill upon 
an opposite side of the city. Two days 
before her death Mrs. Nash, entering 
her own apartments suddenly, saw 
this acquaintance laying stark and 
stiff upon her own lounge.

"‘Mrs. R----- is going to pass out,”
was all that the plucky little woman, 
too well used to experiences of this 
kind to tremble or evidence excitement 
of any kind, said to herself. Sure 
enough, a couple of days later, Mrs. 
R----- did die, and at the moment of
her passing appeared to Mrs. Nash, 
telling her of the circumstances of her 
demise, and charging her with a mes­
sage to the daughter left behind. Mrs. 
Nash, always interested in proving the 
reality of such occurrences, immedi­
ately wrote to the daughter, telling 
her of all the happenings which had 
surrounded her mother’s death, and 
mailed the letter at once. Before it 
could be delivered came a telegram 
informing her of the death, but the 
postmark on the letter showed that it 
had reached the postoffice before the 
telegram had been dictated. As in the 
first case mentioned this supernatural 
appearance turned out to be true in 
regard to the smallest as well as the 
most important detail. Almost before 
her soul had left tne body the spirit 
of Mrs. R-----  had appeared to Mrs.
Nash. Mrs. Nash, being a membw of 
the Chicago Theosophical society, 
gives the matter a purely scientific ex­
planation. ,She believes that it was 
the thought-body of Mrs. R----- which
came to her.

GHOST MAKES A BED.

It is in this way she accounts for an­
other apparition which haunts the 
chamber of an intimate friend and 
which has many times been seen by 
Mrs. Nash in a similar manner.

“Every time I entered the room of 
this friend for many years,” says Mrs-. 
Nash, “I saw, bending over her bead, 
straightening the pillows and turning 
down the bedclothes, a little, motherly, 
white-haired lady. I did not recognize 
her as any one whom I had ever 
known personally, and her invariable 
occupation struck me as peculiar, so 
I described her to my friend.

“You have drawn a perfect picture 
of Mother S——,’ she toid me, aston­
ished, and mentioning a woman whom 
she had always held very dear in life. 
‘She always turned down the bed­
clothes, beat up the pillows and in 
other ways prepared my bed for me as 
long as she lived. She loved to do it 
because she loves me.’ The dear old 
lady who, even after her passing out 
of this world, delighted in performing 
tender services for the child of her 
love, comes more seldom now. But still 
I see her occasionally, and she is al­
ways going through with the ceremony 
of preparing the bed for- her friend’s 
rest,”

VISIONS OF MARY H. FORD.
In Mrs. Mary H. Ford, the well 

known speaker and writer on artistic 
subjects, Chicago has yet another fem­
inine resident who claims long and in­
timate knowledge of the people who 
are no longer here. In addition to her 
frequent and long-continued inter­
course with the gentle ghost of Mr. 
John Lane, who finds happiness and 
enjoyment in lingering about the Ken­
wood house, which- he once owned, and 
which Mrs. Ford now occupies with 
her family. Mrs; Ford says:

"I have seen and talked with many 
people who have gone out of the body. 
On two occasions I saw and talked 
with people whom I never saw in life, 
but -whom I described exactly. For 
instance, I once saw the dead husband 
of a young widow standing behind her 
chair, and thought to myself, ‘Now 
this is possibly a delusion, because she 
has been talking about him.’ But she 
presently rose, and, without a word to 
me, went upstairs, returning in a few 
moments, wearing a brooch containing 
her husband’s portrait, to which she 
called my attention. It was exactly- 
like the man whom I had first seen 
standing behind her chair.”

As to the method by which these 
spectral visitors communicate with 
her, Mrs. Ford has this to say: “I am 
always spoken to, although, of course, 
I often ask for guidance and direction, 
and then the answer comes, as a rule, 
very clearly spoken to the inward 
rather than the outward ear.”

In this regard Mrs. Ford, who is also 
a Theosophist, and therefore believes 
that these supernatural appearances, 
in common with all the happenings of 
nature, are capable of a perfectly sim­
ple and reasonable explanation on 
grounds scientific rather than super­
stitious, differs from Mrs. Nash. -The 
ghosts or shades who come to Mrs. 
Nash communicate with her by word 
of mouth. Other occupants of the 
room—for these visitors by no means 
insist upon her being alone when she 
receives them—may not hear the 
words, as they may not see the shad­
owy form which stands near them. But 
Mrs. Nash hears, as well as sees, and 
she both hears and sees through the 
ordinary organ of the physical senses. 
All of the instances of ghost-seeing 
given here were observed without the 
aid of the clairvoyant faculty.

A WONDERFUL PICTURE.
rw

—One of tho moet weaderftf. „
ena recorded in modern times <
near Detroit, Mich., on Oct^ d last. 
There was produced in midnight dark­
ness a- crayon drawing embracing the 
faces of well known dead and living 
persons, together with a perfect re­
production of the pictures of the U. S. 
production of the pictures of the 
United States Capitol and Treasury 
building in Washington. The whole 
was produced in three evenings: 
Sept. 27, when seven persons were 
present; Oct. 4, when the same seven 
who were present Sept 27 and seven 
more were present, and Oct 11, when 
the san’- 14 were present who were 
there b-' and nine more—23 in all. 
During ti... jlrst two evenings the pic­
ture was only begun and was finished 
Oct. 11, under rigidly test conditions, 
to prevent the possibility of fraud. 
There are embraced in this remarkable 
picture, besides what is related above, 
a stream, a boat scores of persons, a 
church, a poorhouse, a jail, clouds, the 
“All-Seeing Eye,” a star, lightning 
flashes, trees, scrolls, on which are 
written messages—the whole occupy­
ing surface 13 by 18 inches. A friend 
called our attention to the fact of its 
production about ten days ago and we 
sent for and procured a copy of the 
picture. It was printed Nov. 19 in the 
Light of Truth, Columbus, O., together 
with the affidavit of the 23 persons 
present, as to the conditions prevailing 
when it was produced. The Light of 
Truth has kindly consented for us to 
Use the plate for our readers, and 
therefore next week or the week fol­
lowing the whole will be reproduced 
in this zpaper. — The American Non-: 
conformist.

SPANISH IDEA OF PENSIONS.
As a recompense for soldiers who 

have been wounded in battle and dis­
charged oh this account, Spain allows 
such men to beg in the public streets.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

A DIALOGUE

With Bolton Hall on His “Life
Love and Death.”

and

By Francis B. Livesey.

to

gratifying to see the 
Dr. John Hall make 
His father’s orthodox 
fallen upon him. His

Bolton’ Hall.—This book attempts 
simply outline the inspired teachings 
of the unorthodox, which are essen­
tially one, eternal and unchangeable.

Livesey—It is 
son of the late 
this statement, 
mantle has not
father would never for a moment have 
believed that the unorthodox possessed 
any inspired teachings; but in their 
now acknowledged fifty millions God 
has, indeed, not left himself without 
witnesses.

B. H.—The message of these latter- 
day prophets is that the kingdom, of 
heaven does not presuppose its own 
fulfillment, but that it fulfills itself 
within ourselves, and is, consequently, 
attainable for everybody here and now.

L.—* 
word, 
everybody who will may 
may have it opened unto 
immediate present. This 
with a recent utterance 
James Gibbons of Baltimore: 
man who follows his conscience has 
but one master—-God—and he will en­
joy the liberty and glory of the king­
dom of God.”

However, the cardinal has shown 
evidence that he> did not mean this in 
the sense that the masses have under­
stood it. The Catholics of the country 
—archbishops and bishops among 
them—who have been approached on 
the subject have been dumfounded. But 

better things of Mr. Hall—

felt wha

-“Everybody!” Yes, that is
Not just a churchly few, 

knock 
them in 
corresponds 
of Cardinal 

“The

the 
but 
and 
the

that he felt what he has written, > 
that he means it, and that he will not 
be fearful of confessing it before men. 
If we realize from him upon these 
points, he will set an example to the 
prelates and ministers and augment, 
it is to be hoped, the good work he 
has undertaken. He invites those 
whom he helps and those whom he 
excites alike to him, and if this is 
done, another still more interesting 
book might be the result.

B. H.—What is life and what is the 
good in life which will give us happi­
ness? Each one thinks some one else 
must know, and so he follows the ob­
servances which he sees some other 
follow..

L.—Exactly! This is the way con­
science is eased and, in 'a churchly 
point of view, people thus become 
“hail fellows well met,” enjoy social 
and business advantages they other­
wise might not attain, but which, in 
the gaining of, they of course lose 
their souls. The education of the day 
is largely responsible for the lack of 
individuality everywhere exhibited.

B. H.—Ecclesiastical teachers, who 
are like the Pharisees, generally an­
swer that happiness consists only in 
the hope of a future life, for, say they, 
there is not, and never can be, good 
in this life;

L.—Yes, but these teachers and their 
dupes take good care to enjoy all the 
good things of this life to the extent 
of their ability. They have a hope 
for heaven hereafter and they acknowl­
edge the impossibility of spiritual per­
fection in this life, which acknowledg­
ment excuses them to themsslves for' 
all the indulgences that the f natures 
demand. There are many churches 
with different degrees of latitude, and 
every taste finds an open door for its 
owner’s reception and enjoyment 
Hence it is that the true prophet who 
exposes the true inwardness of the

Pharisees of today suffers at their 
hands as did his prototypes of old. 
"Christianity,” civilization, education, 
science and progress have not, as yet, 
effected any change in this respect

B. H.—The time has already come 
when it is clear to all who will con­
sider it that the idea of renouncing 
this life for the sake of preparing for 
a life for one’s self beyond, is a delu- ] 
sion.

L.—There is a false and there is a 
true renunciation. The monk and the 
nun represent types of renunciators 
with which the world has long been | 
familiar; but the coming renunclator 
is he who Jives in the world, in what­
ever station the providences of God 
place him, while he is not of the world 
in his spirit and his Jove. Christ said: 
“I pray, not that thou wouldst take 
them out of the world, but that thou 
wouldst preserve them from evil.” It 
is the will of God to every man that 
accepts it that “old things shall pass 
away and everything shall become 
new,” and this is a long, a severe and 
an immense work for every man who 
accepts it. If it is not, then it is only 
on a par with the church work which 
begins at the mourners’ bench and 
ends in the cushioned pew. 
found that there is 
this, and that, with 
the time lost in 
church ceremonials, 
well be a follower of 
the pope. Christ said 
lost their lives should 
this losing referred to 
first or “natural” man 
renounced.

B. H.—One difficulty- arises 
confusing our animal life with our 
life—that is, with the spiritual 
Of both these estimates we are 
scious; the natural life we know 
the feeling that we exist; the spiritual 
life we know by the feeling that we 
love. .. . . . -.

■ J-.:—"That we love” what? The All. 
The work of God in each Individual 
man is therefore to bring him into har­
mony with God and with man, and this 
harmony, when generally witnessed, 
becomes the usherer of -the millenium. 
The religion or rather the life which 
Mr. Hall outlines is, therefore, the 
preparation for that event to which 
thousands in and out of the sects hope­
fully aspire.

B. H.—The renunciation of personal 
happiness, followed by life in accord­
ance with the higher nature, is as nat­
ural to man as is flying to a bird.

L.—Exactly! And yet some say it 
is wholly unnatural and is calculated 
to make “misled” and "demented” 
those who follow it. Christ followed it; 
so did the Apostles; and we know the 
treatment they received at the hands 
of the churchmen of their day. Are 
those of this day who enter upon this 
life to. receive any more appreciative 
treatment at the hands of our present 
Scribes and Pharisees? Numerable 
evidences say to the contrary. Has 
Count Tolstoi, from whom Mr. Hall 
takes this idea, himself traversed the 
tempestuous ocean upon which he 
would launch us? Or has he permit­
ted himself to be appalled at the ter­
rors in waiting? These are the ques­
tions.

B. H.—The higher reason, which the 
Bible calls Wisdom (logos), Is the only 
guide we have to a true life.

L.—Wisdom is generally supposed to 
be the result of experience, and if so, 
man must have à guide in that exper­
ience which leads to wisdom. What 
shall we call this guide? Before the 
world it is not safe to call it "reason,.” 
as reason is thé accepted guide of the 
Materialists, who deny the need and 
the possibility of the spiritual life. 
St. Paul says: "The grace of God has 
appeared unto all men [mark the all],
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teaching them that denying worldli­
ness and worldly lusts they should live 
soberly, righteously and godly in the 
present world.” St. John ever alluded 
to the light which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world. Christ 
said: “My sheep hear my voice,” and 
away back through the prophets we 
hear of “the still, small voice,” and 
the “voice of God” speaking to his 
servants. Present indications are that 
"conscience” is to be the accepted 
guide to the true life among the un­
churched in the future. Recognition' 
of it pours in from every side. Miss 
H. B. Loud, editress of the Rockland 
(Mass.) Independent, is one of those 
who say, very truly, that conscience 
is God in man.

B. H.—Now the true life of man, the 
better part, which all may choose, ¿is 
found in that which is nearest to us, 
and therefore seems complicated, al­
though it is really simple. It consists 
in control of the animal life by the 
reason.

L.—There are millions of people who 
control their animal life by their rea­
son, and “their last end is worse than 
their first.” Tupper says: “Deep is 
the sea, and deep is hell; but pride 
runneth deeper.” All the victories of 
unsanctified reason are on the side of

■ “the world, the flesh and the devil,” 
and puff up the agent with that pride

HaiThauy attach a meaning to the 
term “reason” at variance with the 
popular acceptation; but however high 
and spiritual it may be, he needs to 
give the world a further explanation 
of it before ruthlessly imposing upon 
God’s children a guide which every 
absolute Atheist, Materialist, Agnostic 
and Infidel would welcome as his own. 
Surely, Mr. Hall, write less or more 
on this subject.

FRANCIS B. LIVESEY. 
Sykesville, Md.

time rectifies all injustice? If we would 
be great, we must be unselfish; if we 
would be noble, we must be self-deny­
ing. It is the tendency and mission of 
popular government to teach all sects 
and classes to pla.ce loyalty to country, 
not above their religion, but as part 
and parcel of that religion, and the 
first and most essential article of their 
creed. Objections are made that these 
people are largely papists. Our past 
history does not show that this sect 
mass their votes for one political par­
ty, but are divided like other sects. 
Why should we fear a different action 
in the future? Leading Catholics well 
know that should they identify them­
selves solely with one political party 
a reaction would set in so strong as 
to overwhelm them; moreover, when 
religious freedom is given a large per­
centage' of these people will in a few’ 
years become Protestant or independ­
ent. We, our people, our government, 
is the head representative of the stone 
which Daniel the seer saw cut out of 
the mountain without hands (Dan. 
11:35), which smote the imperial and 
monarchical image on its feet, dashing 
it to pieces, and the wind carried the 
remnants away to be found no more.

I know that this prophecy will be 
fulfilled, and our nation is destined to 
be one- of the foremost agents in its 
gradual but sure consummation. It is
a hopeful "" '

aviww I ■ pi lütc teen T vaxccx.a ntM.jor it?
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.y of our 
people have awakened to the fact that 
there are millions of people who are 
held in ignorance and poverty for lack 
of the liberty we enjoy, and that it is 
our duty to do our utmost to extend 
to them the blessings we have re­
ceived. B. F. FRENCH.

«N BEHALF OF A WORTHY OLD 
WORKER.

Letter From George A. Bacon.

To the Editor: As one of the eighty 
millions of people now covered by our 
eagle’s wings, and also in the name of, 
I think, at least fifty millions more 
who think as I do, I desire to express 
my thanks and gratitude to the editor 
of Light of Truth for the manly, sensi­
ble and patriotic sentiments voiced in 
his editorial of Dec. 10th on “The Phil­
ippines and Imperialism.” Just what 
those people mean who are shouting 
imperialism is hard to teh. It seems 
very silly, and makes a true blue', 
broad gauge patriot feel very tired. It 
looks like a few politicians were hard 
up for an issue, and like a drowning 
man, catch at a straw. There are plen­
ty of live issues if politicians had the 
courage to take hold of them without 
trying to curtail our flag and clog the 
wheels of the car of freedom. When 
the people of our new possessions once 
realize that they are free, they will 
soon learn to govern themselves the 
same as do thé people of our other 
territories. Our public school system 
must be established among them.

Just as soon as our eagle spreads 
his wing over a people they become 
republican, and the spirit of freedom 
fills their souls with a purifying ener­
gy. Cast aside your fear, and take in 
its place faith, that kind of faith which 
removes mountains; do you not know 
that the right is sure to win? That

The following is self-explanatory. 
Let help go to this man. He needs it.

Editor Light of Truth: I am just in 
receipt of a piteous appeal from Bro. 
N. Frank White,- who was among the 
earliest and ablest lecturers in the 
spiritual ranks. He is now old and in 
pressing need of help. He is making 
an effort, likely to prove successful, to 
enter the Soldiers’ Home at Hampton 
Roads. But some time must elapse be­
fore this occurs, and in the meantime 
he has nothing upon which to subsist, 
and he urges me to call the attention 
of old-time Spiritualists to his case, 
through the spiritual press.

Recently the friends here got up an 
entertainment for him, but the bad 
weather sadly interfered with the good 
results.

Some two years ago I made a public 
appeal for him through the Banner, 
which helped him at the time, tho' the 
returns were but small.

If you feel to call public attention 
to his case, kindly do so, and whoever 
feels to aid him in his present necessi­
ties can remit to him direct. His ad­
dress is N. Frank White, 455 C Street 
N. W., Washington, D. C.

Wishing you the best good of the 
season, I am very truly yours,

GEORGE A. BACON.

BIBLE STORIES No. 1 — By Janu H. 
Young. BO cents; postage 2 cents.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

A DIALOGUE

With Bolton Hall on His “Life and 
Love and Death.” ■

By Francis B. Livesey.

gratifying to see the 
Dr. John Hall make 
His father’s orthodox 
fallen upon him. His

Bolton» Hall.—This book attempts to 
simply outline the inspired teachings 
of the- unorthodox, which are essen­
tially one, eternal and unchangeable.

Livesey—It is 
son of the late 
this statement.

"mantle has not
father would never for a moment have 
believed that the unorthodox possessed 
any inspired teachings; but in their 
now acknowledged fifty millions God 
has, indeed, not left himself without 
witnesses.

B. H.—The message of these latter- 
day prophets is that the kingdom of 
heaven does not presuppose its own 
fulfillment, but that it fulfills itself 
within ourselves, and is, consequently, 
attainable for everybody here and now.

L.—“Everybody!” Yes, that is 
word. Not just a churchly few, 
everybody who will may 
may have it opened unto 
immediate present. This 
with a recent utterance
James Gibbons of Baltimore: “The 
man who follows his conscience has 
but one master—God—and he will en­
joy the liberty and glory of the king­
dom of God.”

However, the cardinal has shown 
evidence that he did not mean this in 
the sense that the masses have under­
stood it. The Catholics of the country 
—archbishops and bishops among 
them—who have been approached on 
the subject have been dumfounded. But 
teteHtohope better things of Mr.. Hall—

the 
but 
and 
the

knock 
them in 
corresponds 
of Cardinal

jolts’that shiverThenf into Y?.683 |
strings. This book, “The Christ Ques­
tion Settled,” is one of these jolters. 
It will give a tremendous impetus to 
thought. It drags out old authorities, 
rakes over the pros and cons of polem­
ics, and flays the superficialities inci­
dent upon the historical Jesus in a 
way that reminds us of a surgeon and 
a cancer.

Reference is made to the book in 
a cursory way on another page, and 
our readers may gain from that a 
pretty clear idea of its construction 
and scope. What is desired, here is to 
speak of the man who has wrought 
out this marvelous interrogation point, 
so like a stiletto that one’s intellectual 
vitals are pierced before he knows 
what has hit him.

It is easy to see that some all-power­
ful motive is behind the push and en­
ergy which have produced this book. 
Dr. Peebles is no ordinary man. For 
over fifty years he has been a vital, 
living force in the world of liberal 
thought. He is no bigot. He is no 
hypocrite. He is intensely candid and 
thoroughly believes in himself and his 
message, and let us remark, no man 
can make an impression on the world 
unless he does believe in himself and 
has the courage to give the world his 
convictions, whatever they are. These 
men are the great heralds of progress. 
They are the criers in the wilderness 
and speak ever and always of the 
Master (Truth) who is to follow. Such 
is Dr..Peebles, and in the presence of 
his work, livid and fairly trembling 
with the suppressed fire of a glorious 
inspiration, one may not be deemed 
recreant if he should repeat the apo­
thegm of one of old: “Thou almost 
p'ersuadest me to believe.”

There certainly is _a message for 
mankind’ in this book, it can not be 
downed by ridicule nor dismissed by 
animadversion. Plainly it is a mighty 
protest, not alone toward the towering

Pharisees of today suffers at their 
hands as did his prototypes of old. 
"Christianity,” civilization, education, 
science and progress have not, as yet, 
effected any change in this respect

B. H.—The time has already come 
when it is clear to all who will con­
sider it, that the idea of renouncing 
this life for the sake of preparing for 
a life for one’s self beyond, is a delu­
sion.

L.—There is a false and there is a 
true renunciation. The monk and the 
nun represent types of renunciators 
with which the world has long been 
familiar; but the coming renunciator 
is he who Jives in the world, in what­
ever station the providences of God 
place him, while he is not of the world 
in his spirit and his love. Christ said: 
“I pray, not that thou wouldst take 
them out of the world, but that thou 
wouldst preserve them from evil.” It 
is the will of God to every man that 
accepts it that “old things shall pass 
away and everything shall become 
new,” and this is a long, a severe and 
an immense work for every man who 
accepts it. If it is not, then it is only 
on a par with the church work which 
begins at the mourners’ bench and 
ends in the cushioned pew. 
found that there is 
this, and that, with 
the time lost in 
church ceremonials, 
well be a follower of Ingersoll as of 
the pope. Christ said that those who 
lost their lives should find them, and 
this losing referred to the life of the 
first or "natural” man which must be 
renounced.

B. H.—One difficulty arises from 
confusing our animal life with our true 
life—that is, with the spiritual life. 
Of both these estimates we are con­
scious; the natural life we know why 
the feeling that we exist; the spiritual 
life we know by the feeling that we 
love. , ____.. . _- - Jyhlc.h goes—before natirr

per, and the suckers began to'Sife. One 
of 
to 
up 
on 
his rooms to levy or compel him to dis­
gorge. The constables, after some dif­
ficulty, succeeded in getting an audi­
ence with him, and a stormy scene 
ensued. The “Doctor” insisted that 
the proceedings were an imposition, 
and that he was doing a legitimate 
business,' but when Constable Logan 
started to take a couple of large trunks 
under the attachment writ he agreed 
to settle, and paid over to the wom­
an’s lawyer the $215.

Mrs-. Sauters, who, it seems, has 
been having some trouble, applied to 
the “Doctor” for information as to the 
outcome of it. She claimed in her affi­
davit that the "Doctor” had obtained 
the money by reason of giving her 
slates upon which there were certain 
writings, which he claimed had been 
put there by spirit powers. The writ- 

' ings advised and directed her to turn 
over sums of money to the defendant. 
She claimed the writings were written 
by the defendant and liis agents for 
the purpose of defrauding her. It is 
understood that Mrs. Sauter’s husband 
spent $50 with the "Doctor” in the 
same way.

bench
Wo have 

no divine life in 
the exception of 

attendance upon 
a man could as

them, a Mrs. Sauters, turned over 
the fakir $215, but afterward woke 
and swore out a writ of attachment 
the “Doctor” and afficers went to

The spectacle of one medium, so- 
called, persecuting another and calling 
upon the police to drive her from the 
city,' is on the tapis in Philadelphia. 
Some time, let us hope, mediums will 
learn that their office is the most be­
nignant under heaven, and its prosti­
tution thus, to feed base passions, in 
no sense belonging to its economy.

The annual congress of the Ameri­
can Secular Union and Freethought 
Federation, recently held in Chicago, 
was .one of the most successful yet 
¿eld.

THE MODERN Stove Polish

PASTE 
CAKE OK
LIQUID.

Emmeline
Every Package Guaranteed.
«J-L-PRESCOTT & CO., NEW YORK-

Christ 
and 
we 
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time rectifies all injustice? If we would 
be great, we must be unselfish; if we 
would be noble, we must be self-deny­
ing. It is the tendency and mission of 
popular government to teach all sects 
and classes to place loyalty to country, 
not above their religion, but as part 
and parcel of that religion, and the 
first and most essential article of their 
creed. Objections are made that these 
people are largely papists. Our past 
history does not show that this sect 
mass their votes for one political par­
ty, but are divided like other sects. 
Why should we fear a different action 
in the future? Leading Catholics well 
know that should they identify them­
selves solely with one political party 
a reaction would set in so strong as 
to overwhelm them; moreover, when 
religious freedom is given a large per­
centage’ of these people will in a few 
years become Protestant or independ­
ent. We, our people, our government, 
is the head representative of the stone 
which Daniel the seer saw cut out of 
the mountain without hands (Dan. 
11:35), which smote the imperial and 
monarchical image on its feet, dashing 
it to pieces, and the wind carried the 
remnants away to be found no more.

I know that this prophecy will be 
fulfilled, and our nation is destined to 
be one of the foremost agents in its 
gradual but sure consummation. It is 
a hopeful ■*"*

teaching them that denying worldli­
ness and worldly lusts they should live 
soberly, righteously and godly in the 
present world.” St. John ever alluded 
to the light which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world,
said: “My sheep hear my voice,” 
away back through the prophets 
hear of “the still, small voice,” 
the “voice of God” speaking to
servants. Present indications are that 
“conscience” is to be the accepted 
guide to the true life among the un­
churched in the future. Recognition 
of it pours in from every side. Miss 
H. B. Loud, editress of the Rockland 
(Mass.) Independent, is one of those 
who say, very truly, that conscience 
is God in man.

B. H.—Now the true life of man, the 
better part, which all may choose, .is 
found in that which is nearest to us, 
and therefore seems complicated, al­
though it is really simple. It consists 
in control of the animal life by the 
reason.

L.—There are millions of people who 
control their animal life by their rea­
son, and “their last end is worse than 
their first.” Tupper says: “Deep is 
the sea, and deep is hell; but pride 
runneth deeper.” All the victories of 
unsanctified reason are on the side of 
“the world, the flesh and the devil,” 
and puff up the agent with that pride

'----  — ‘ gnaMortffHed in modern times ';
blocked his pathway through the 'ioi - 
est of ecclesiastical ghosts, goblins 
and hallucinations, and there he stops. 
If he moves at all it is to thresh old 
straw and revivify old embers long 
gone out. It is a sorry spectacle. But 
we are not without that hope for him 
which he glowingly ascribes as the 
love-inspired basis of immortality. 
There is room for a man who can say 
as he did:

“The doctrine of immortality does 
not rest upon the inspiration of 
the Bible, but, as I have said 
a hundred times, love inspired the 
hope that we should meet again with 
those who were dear to us, and I’d 
rather be annihilated than know that 
one I loved was suffering everlasting 
punishment. And I’d rather God 
would be annihilated than know that 
one human being was to suffer so. Let 
us have some heart. Let us paint upon 
the canvas of the future all the beau­
tiful pictures that we can, but let us 
not dig any hells for our neighbors.”

Col. Ingersoll has not begun the 
really great work of his life, 
be that he 
some time, 
to paint in 
beauty and 
his lips, the flower-encircled realm of 
our great immortality, and that, too, 
from a knowledge of the fact and not 
from the imagery of sweet hope.

It may 
will not reach it here, but 
some where, he is destined 
language far excelling the 
splendor now falling from

The organization of the proposed 
Congress of Psychical Science to be 
held in Paris in 1900 has already been 
before the committee of the “Syndicat 
de la Presse’Spiritualiste” for consid­
eration. It is probable that Dr. Èn- 
causse (Papus), M. Delanne and M. 
Durville, will be nominated to consti­
tute a central committee representing 
the thermic occultists, the Spiritual­
ists and the Magnetists (who have a 
chartered 
France).

institute and school in, 
While each of these schools

THE DRIFT FORWARD.

Living Church (Epis.) notes that it 
is a characteristic of the religious 
world generally, in this country, that 
the old subjects over which men 

strenuously in the past, have 
in large measure, to engage 
attention.

is one of the hopeful signs of 
A posterity that doesn’t

fought 
ceased, 
serious

This 
the times.|_ 
improve on its ancestry can make no 
mark on the dial of universal evo­
lution and progress. If there is one 
thing more than another for which 
progressive people have a healthy dis­
gust it is the eternal jaw and fight 
over points of non-essential doctrine. 
Thank God the doctrinaire is a has 
been. He has no place today in any 
well ordered conclave of thinkers, and 
wherever in the back woods,he does 
loom up, nobody pays any 
him. The living God is 
loving, helpful humanity, 
ment of this world has at 
the sine qua non of religious effort. 
On this ground all can meet and bury 
every difference. And if the Spiritual­
ist does hold a step in advance and 
link his life and the life of the world 
with the life and love of heaven, he 
cafi afford to wait until the better­
ments 
larger

attention to 
in a living, 
The better­
last become

become capable of holding this 
truth, and more blessed way.

that you carry sunshine. Let 
Make

See|_
your presence inspire others, 
your calling acceptable to those you 
approach. Live above the fogs and 
bogs of life. Be stronger than circum­
stance. Be not content except In well 
doing. Cultivate contriteness. Learn 
to know that you do not know it all. 
Greet your neighbor with a smile and « 
leave him laughing. Take joy, not sor­
row, when you go among men. How 
much of all this have you accomplish­
ed during the past week?
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Will you help your own cause? Make 
this your motto:

The Light of Truth for every family! 
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TheLight of Truth for everythinker!

Albert Shaw, editor of the American 
Monthly Review of Reviews, has writ­
ten a history of the late Spanish- 
American war.

V.rl «’U

watchword.
our book list and 
We are making 
not afford to lose.

wipes Up Uncle

THE LIGHT OF TRUTH AND THE 
COMING AGE—A GREAT 

COMBINATION.

This 
at $1 a year,

is the proposition, fair and 
Think of it! Then act

THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

PERSECUTION OF MEDIUMS 
TORONTO.

Sleepy old Toronto is waking up 
the danger of free institutions, and 
a consequence the police have run
a lot of "fortune tellers” and mediums, 
among them W. R. Colby and Virginia 
Barrett.

The clause' in the criminal code un­
der which the prosecution is based is: 
“Every person is guilty of an indict­
able offence and liable to one year’s 
imprisonment who pretends to exercise 
or use any kind of witchcraft, sorcery, 
enchantment or conjuration, or under­
takes to tell fortunes, or pretends 
from his skill or knowledge in any oc­
cult or crafty science to discover 
where or in what manner any goods 
or chattels supposed to have been sto­
len or lost may be found.”

We expected such a turn of affairs 
when the excitement incident upon 
Mrs. Maggie Waite’s work in that city 
was on. While these mediums should 
have the support and defense of our 
people, the lesson ought to serve them 
in the future and deter them and oth­
ers from trying to do. anything in that 
hidebound quarter of orthodoxy. To­
ronto is -not ready for Spiritualism, 
and mediums should be 
they allow themselves to 
with advertising sharks 
like the lot these two are 
in Toronto.

The Sentinel, a broad guage paper 
published in Minneapolis and engaged 
in cleaning out some of Minnesota's 
Augean stables, is just now exposing 
a shocking case of beastiality and 
treachery at the State Insane asylum. 
From its extended report we take the 
subjoined facts. Abagail C. Goodrich 
was committed to the hospital for the 
insane at St Peter, Minn., Dec. 13, 1894. 
[OT. lfr and 16. 1895. her _ _d vis- 
ited her and found her in a ver 
condition; her abdomen was badly 
bloated and hard as a stone. He had 
not been there 15 minutes before she 
told him she had been disgraced since 
coming there. She said SHE HAD 
BEEN GIVEN LIQUOR AND MADE 
DRUNK, and she found out after 
awhile that two men—a bald-headed 
man and a young man—were taking 
improper liberties with her. Her hus­
band could not believe it and told her 
so, and that she must be mistaken; 
but she said it-was the living truth, 
and could convince him that her state­
ment was true, and she did convince 
him. On investigation he found that 
she had not only been dishonored, but 
had contracted a loathsome disease, 
and the disease had become Incurable.

A state of society rotten enough to 
allow Comstockism to send a pure man 
like Leroy Berrier to state prison for 
writing and selling a temperate and 
philosophical work on the proper use 
of the sexual functions is abundantly 
qualified to ooze out a social abcess of 
this nature. Minnesota is holding its 
own. Like enough the “big dailies” 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis will white­
wash St. Peter. There’s 
If our readers want the 
inhuman case they may 
dressing the Sentinel, 
Block, Minneapolis, MJnn.

Special memorial services for the 
late Mrs. Helen E. Hili were held by 

-the First Association of Spiritualists 
in Philadelphia last Sunday, the 15th. 
They were of a character befitting-the 
name and memory of this grand wom­
an who went about doing good.

Mr. Weaver’s paper on The Marriage 
Question will elicit some sober thought. 
We have no fault to find with it except 
such portions as refer the basic idea 
of “divine marriage” to Jesus Christ. 
Not that Mr. Weaver is wrong in his 
premise so far as the reputed authen­
ticity of the gospel cant is concerned. 
Admitting the gospel’s authenticity 
Mr. Weaver is right. ‘ The trouble is 
that such references are misleading 
because there is ever the question up­
permost, “Was Jesus Christ so narrow 
and bigoted as to make, statements 
of this kind which are set forth in his 
name?” Our own contention is that 
wherever in the gospels such flagrant 
outrages on common sense occur they 
are priestly fabrications placed there 
for purposes of power and emolument, 
and are no part of the teachings of the 
Christ. We have always entertained 
too much respect for the Master who 
trod Judea’s hills and dales to attrib­
ute to him the shocking, senseless and 
disgusting stuff paraded in the gospels.

Thomas Paine’s birthday occurs Jan­
uary 29th. Our people everywhere will 
mark by suitable observance, if it be 
nothing more than a thought, the day 
that ushered into the world a soul 
such as his. His name and mem­
ory pan never perish so long as a free­
man lives to speak the word liberty. 
Both his name and memory are being 
rescued from the pits of calumny into 
which they were thrust by the minions 
of priestcraft,, superstition and ignor- 

the hopeful view of 
He has outlived his 
names are forgotten 
miserable tongues si- 
Let all Spiritualists 

tribute to the author

ance. This is 
Thomas Paine.
vilifiers. Their 
and their poor, 
lenced forever, 
unite in paying
hero whose greatest crime was telling 
the truth.^^____________— ...____ <8

Let our rostrum lights be careful 
how they repudiate public test medi­
umship, lest they bite their noses to 
spite their faces. The fact that a few 
morally weak mediums are found who 
prostitute their calling is no argu­
ment against this phase of public 
work. The Light of Truth espouses 
mddiumship in all its phases. There 
ought to be a larger wisdom, however, 
in distributing these phases publicly. 
For instance, public materialization 
should be relegated to the shades of 
oblivion. The public rostrum is no 
place for it, no more than it is the 
place for the experiments of a chem­
ist’s laboratory. Test mediumship 
should have its place oil the rostrum 
totally independent of lecture sessions, 
and no medium should be thrust before 
an audience in any capacity who is 
not thoroughly inured to the work 
and capable of holding his or her own 
against the untoward forces invariably 
thrown out in such places. , Such there 
are, happily; many of them, and the 
Light of Truth bids them 
in their work.

It is high time that some 
directive force was applied
matters, at least ordinary common 
sense.

Dr. Washington Gladden of Colum­
bus was favorably mentioned' as suc­
cessor to Lyman Abbott in the pulpit 
of Plymouth church. Dr. Gladden is 
on the peaks. He is among the Pharos 
lights on the coast of benighted sec­
tarianism.

SHORT STOPS.
There is no religion higher 

Truth.
Congressman-elect Roberts of 

is having his troubles.
Reader, we do not need-your money 

any more than you need this paper.,
There is no superstition in religion. 

There is, however, a religion of super­
stition.

Sectarian Spiritualism is as bad as 
sectarian orthodoxy. Light, more light, 
should ever be the

Kindly look over 
special premiums, 
offers that you can

Before Aguinaldo
Sam he ought to communicate with 
one Señor Sagasta, of Madrid, Spain.

Our Pacific coast contemporary, The 
Medium, has entered upon the fifth 
year of its existence. It is a bright, 
fearless paper, and ought to have ten 
thousand readers. .

Mrs. M. H. Cowan is laboring zeal­
ously and well in behalf of social and 
spiritual reform in her home city, Sy­
racuse, N. Y. She is one of the bright­
est women in the field.

Send your subscription to the Light 
of Truth. You need this paper. It has 
no axes to grind, it is not subsidized, 
does not own the earth, nor know it 
all. But it is after the truth.

We are overwhelmed with let­
ters in defense. of Mrs. C. B. Bliss, the 
victim of Philadelphia Timesism, and 

• wooden policeism. We can t print 
them all, but thank the writers.

All religious systems have been 
founded on spirit communications. 
Spirit communion in some form lies 
at the base of them all. The cruder 
the concept óf both spirit and mortal 
the cruder the religion.

In whatever way the coming birth­
day of Thomas Paine may be cele-

than giving to some friend a copy of 
the Age of Reason. We have the book, 
elegantly bound in cloth, seventy-five 
cents. '

A. Bodenheimer, New York, has our 
sincere thanks for his noble, hearty 
letter and enclosure for extra subscrip­
tions. It is such letters as this, many 
of which are arriving, that give re­
newed strength and vigor to the work 
this paper is engaged in.

We notice that as some men grow 
in fame their postoffice address length­
ens accordingly. Some of them essay 
to part their names in the middle, and 
when they speak to you they drawl 
their A’s and roll their R’s. Of such is 
the Kingdom of Palaver.

If we can believe the newspapers 
Chicago has a large number of church 
buildings for sale. Same in New 
York. We advise the Spiritualists to 
hold off a while on temple projects. 
Churches will be as cheap 
old high-wheel bicycles, or 
or any other old thing.

We have received from 
Seeker Pub. Co. a copy of
Laws of Connecticut,” a literary curi­
osity. Those who like to worm back 
into the "dear old days” when relig­
iosity was supreme and ignorance con­
sequently rampant, will find much in 
this book to amuse and disgust them­
selves with. Price 25 cents.

Somebody said "Cleveland,” and the 
recluse of Princeton comes forth with 
a lamp to inquire who spoke. Before 
retiring he gave out a sarcastic state­
ment of his views on expansion. Re­
garding some kinds of expansion Mr. 
Cleveland’s views are valuable, but as 
he did not allUde to them what he had 
to say about other matters matters not.

A meeting of the Society for the Ab­
olition of Capital Punishment in Mas­
sachusetts in announced to be held in 
Pierce Hall, Boston, next week. The 
society believes the

✓ 

electrocution for hanging is a step in 
the right direction, but is anxious for 
the total abolition of the death penalty 
in Massachusetts. Success to their ef­
forts.

~ President McKinley’s cant about God 
and his conduct of the late war with 
Spain evidently has had a dire effect 
upon the saintly city of Atlanta, Ga., 
where he was an honored guest just 
before the holidays. On Christmas 
day the city enjoyed, in addition to its 
zeal for God, three murders and two 
hundred arrests for drunkenness; al­
most as good a record as Philadelphia 
made.

Owing to some inadvertence in the 
postofflce one of the bundles containing 
our Columbus patrons’ papers was 
mislaid last week and a number of 
readers failed to get their papers until 
Saturday. All papers are out and away 
from this office before Wednesday 
night, and if our readers fail to get 
their papers the fault lies with the 
mails. If those who are thus' deprived 
will notify the office promptly extra 
copies will be forwarded to them.

Word from her husband and Abbie
W. Gould announces the transition of 
Mrs. L. A. Sunderlin Nourse of Mo­
line, Ill., author, of “Lyric of Life” and 
“Pencilings From Immortality,” etc. 
She passed away Sunday morning, 
Jan. 8th, of la grippe and heart-com­
plications. She had the satisfaction of 
knowing that ideas advanced in the 
“Lyric” are now accepted by at least 
some of the leading scientists of the 
world. She had the courage of her 
convictions and as a Spiritualist and 
equal suffragist she did much good 
work.

The Mormon church is ahead of all 
the sects in point of numerical gains, 
the net gains in 1897 being 47,000 mem­
bers. church now reports 600.

forbidding polygamy was passed. For 
a time the law was obeyed in a per­
functory way, but there is plenty of 
polygamy practiced now, and there is 
plenty of authority for it if what the 
Latter Day Saints, Comstockism, the 
National Reform association and our, 
bucolic congress base their soul’s sal­
vation upon is true. If the Bible sanc­
tions anything it sanctions polygamy.

By an arrangement with Mr. jFlower 
and The Coming Age people the Light 
of Truth is enabled to announce the 
grandest combination ever offered the 
liberal reading public. It is nothing 
less than a club rate for the Light of 
Truth and The Coming Age at the 
price of the latter magnificent maga­
zine alone.

By reference to our advertisement of 
The Coming Age the reader will see 
What this offer means. It means more 
light, more information, more knowl­
edge,, a greater acquaintance with af­
fairs than has ever been clubbed to­
gether before in two or a dozen publi­
cations.

You kno'fr what the Light of Truth 
is, and a glance at The Coming Age 
will tell you what that is, a high class, 
clear cut, constructive magazine that 
is bound to wield a mighty influence 
for good.

Send in your orders now, by the 
dozens. This beats them all.

The Light of Truth, $1.00 a year.
The Coining Age, $2.00 a year.
Both together one year for TWO 

DOLLARS
This 

square.



IO THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

| VOICE OF THE PEOPLE i

IN RE PROFESSOR TROWBRIDGE.

By William Tucker.

The professor of physics of Harvard 
university, John Trowbridge, in the 
Christmas number of the Independent, 
contributes an article on “Physical 
Science and the Doctrine of Immortal­
ity,” the title of which attracted me, 
when glancing over the contents of a 
periodical store, a favorite pastime of 
mine when away from home. The In­
dependent years ago was a favorite 
publication with me, but I fail to note 
in the present number referred to, any 
superiority over its old-time contents; 
indeed, I should think it retrograding, 
but doubtless the editor in chief holds 
“tight and fast” to a different opinion 
—but this line of thought is foreign 
to that which impelled me to take up 
the pen, or in this instance, more lit­
erally, the pencil. This weakness of 
my mind to change its paths by which 
it seeks a certain goal is a matter of 
regret to the writer, and were he a 
more frequent contributor to your 
pages might also be to the reader, and 
get what mental pleasures are often 
introduced by a change of scene and 
climate and where that is impossible 
to a house-bound invalid—often in­
finitely pleasing is a change of 
thought, but often where we read ex­
pecting to find wisdom we find only a 
feeling of vague uncertainty, unrest 
and dissatisfaction with ourselves and 
the author. Either we lack ability to 
clearly grasp his meaning or he lacks 
definiteness of purpose, perspicuity of 
style and fails to impress us with the 
belief that he thoroughly understands 
the subject on which he is writing, 

these assumptions 
is true as regards’my mental make-up 
in relation to the article of Professor 
Trowbridge above referred to. I fail 
to learn from it just what are the 
opinions of the professor on the sub­
ject matter of the discourse—immor­
tality—and I think that my feeling 
must be shared by the average reader 
who will peruse the article. The pro­
fessor opens his inquiry with what a 
railroad engineer would call a double- 
header.

“Does the growth of physical sci­
ence pretend to increase our belief in 
immortality? Does it, on the contrary, 
foster the theory that the physical ba­
sis of life is in the atoms of the prot­
oplasm, and that when the grouping 
of these atoms is destroyed both the 
body and the spirit come to an end?” 

I understand the above inquiry to 
be (using the Century dictionary for 
my definitions), “Does the growth of 
Natural Philosophy tend to a belief of 
a future state of existence for man­
kind?” From the standing of the 
school that the professor represents, 
the leading intellectual institution of 
America, its great age" and me number 
of highly educated men that this insti­
tution has sent forth to make their 
impress on the world of both thought 
and action, and from the still further 
consideration that the position occu­
pied by the professor is that of its 
chief teacher in physical science, we 
might well expect a deliverance upon 
that subject aliae bom interesting and 
instructive to the cultured and scien­
tific as well as mankind less mentally 
equipped to hear therefrom the words 
of wisdom:

“The mental condition of a man in 
this world despairing of what is to 
come hereafter is not unlike that of a 
shipwrecked mariner on an ocean 
where there is only a monotonous rise 
and tali and no onward movement. At 
times there come tidal waves, and he 
Is intoxicated by visions and with the 
hops that at last there may be an lrre- 

sistible movement toward shores 
which, after long and weary expecta­
tion, seem resplendent with all the 
hues of paradise. But these moods 
are short lived and die out; for no 

"shore appears and no ship from it can 
be spoken.”

We might well conclude, if not unac­
quainted with the authority for the 
above rhapsody, if asked to guess its 
probable paternity, that it belonged, 
most likely to numerous fugitive prog­
eny of the illustrious Robert G. Inger­
soll, and evidently the thought is, as 
the professor might well say, correlat­
ed to that of the famous agnostic. If 
you, Mr. Editor, use your microscopic 
vision on the sentence, you may in­
terpret it. I acknowledge my inabil­
ity. But to proceed to the next bril­
liant gem attracting attention, but we 
can not examine all:

“The philosophers prove to us that 
matter exists merely in our conscious­
ness, and they can prove this incontro- 
vertibly.”

About three-quarters of a century 
ago a very distinguished gentleman 
remarked (I am now quoting from an 
old memory only):

“When Bishop Berkeley wrote 'there 
is no matter’ and proved it, ' ’twas no 
matter what he said,’ ” and so we will 
proceed.

“We have to confess that we have 
made almost no advance in our knowl­
edge of mind, while we have made pro­
digious strides in our acquaintance 
with matter. Yet both mind and mat­
ter are involved in our consciousness. 
They may, however, be only moods of 
consciousness produced by the inter­
action of waves of energy.”

Beautiful, beautiful, and so extreme­
ly lucid.

“Is not this sudden flowing in of 
mysterious energy (interaction of 
waves of energy) of which, let us con­
fess, we know as little as we know of 
the springs of consciousness—strange- 
ly analogous w pvtim-uve úioutjw**
which come to us all at times, we 
know not why or how?

♦ * ♦ • * •

“Is it, then, improbable that a group­
ing of atoms which constitute the 
foundation of man’s consciousness 
may come together after apparent dis­
integration and be acted upon by in­
fluences of which we can form some 
picture by contemplating the varied 
manifestations of what we call elec­
tricity?

There is a permanence of type in the 
material world — a sheep remains a 
sheep, a man continues to resemble 
a man. Why should there not be types 
of consciousness which are repeated 
by new spiritual births?

“The electro-magnetic theory of 
light and heat is certainly very sug­
gestive of the possibility of such new 
births. The earth was once dead, and 
it is now alive. Is there not food for 
thought in this?

• » ♦ • • •

“We thus, in view of the advances 
of physical science, appear to have an 
infinite capacity of conceiving of im­
pressions which may come from re­
gions far transcending the narrow lim­
its of this earth; and, in view of this 
capacity, can we believe that this little 
life is rounded with a sleep from 
which there is no awakening?”

It will scarce be believed that the 
above effusion was meant as a serious 
reply to the old but ever new ques­
tion, “If a man die shall he live 
again?” propounded by the “Man of 
Ur” centuries ago, who better answer­
ed the question himself by replying, 
“I know that my Redeemer liveth,” 
than does the chief professor of phys­
ical science in the leading university 
of the New World. If no stronger ar­
guments for the immortality of the 
human soul can be adduced than those 
marshalled by Professor Trowbridge 
surely the caum Is weak indeed. If

“the printer’s devil” in the Light of 
Truth office should be entrusted with 
a commission to write an article dem­
onstrating the belief of the editor upon 
the subject of immortality and should 
fail as lamentably in proving his ca­
pacity for the commission as Professor 
Trowbridge has his commission in the 
article referred to in the Christmas 
number of the Independent, I should 
think the “devil” mentally disquali­
fied to sweep out the office, dust the 
editorial chair or black the editor’s 
boots. WILLIAM TUCKER.

THE CONSPIRATORS’ LATEST.

“He who allows himself to become 
a worm must not complain if he is 
trodden upon.”—Kant.

Megargee of the Philadelphia Times 
and his accomplices have met with a 
signal failure in their latest exploit 
in their efforts to destroy Mrs. C. B. 
Bliss, and if they are not totally blind 
mentally they must see it by this 
time, and also understand that Mrs. B. 
has hosts of friends who are not afraid 
to spend money in her defense when 
the time comes.

On the afternoon of Dec. 15th, while 
the Bliss family were away from home 
a short distance, and as subsequent 
events proved, the house had been 
watched, and it was known that there 
was only a feeble old ‘ servant in 
charge, a woman (not a lady) called 
at the door and wished to see Mrs. B., 
saying that herself and a party of five 
friends desired to attend a seance on 
the next Sunday night. Learning that 
Mrs. B. and family were out she asked 
permission to see the seance room and 
cabinet; a request often made and 
granted in Boston by Mrs. B. She was 
shown into the room by the servant, 
and as the woman was departing a 
member of the family entered the 
house, and after the servant had ex­
plained the situation suspicions were 
arowscd aud a search ircgap at once. In 
the cabinet was found two sets of dis­
guise. The largest mask was intended 
for whiskers, and was made of gray 
curled hair, fastened to a wire that 
was intended to fasten on top of the 
head and running under the chin, and 
a cross wire connecting at each side, 
passing just under the nose, held what 
was intended as a mustache. The other 
represented a mustache, and was sim­
ply a wad of wool bound to a stout 
string, intended to fasten behind the 
head. The purpose of this female was 
evidently to have an accomplice who 
was as devoid of honor as herself (who 
might attend a seance later on), find 
them in the cabinet, and swear to that 
fact at the trial. The readers of Light 
of Truth can»see how signally this last 
plot to ruin an honorable woman has 
failed of its purpose.

The Bliss people are very careful 
who they admit to their home now, 
and one of them remains at home and 
stands guard all the time, so that Ma- 
gargee and his conspirators, whether 
in Philadelphia or in Boston, will find 
it impossible to hatch out any further 
deviltry against Mrs. Bliss.

We understand, from what we con­
sider good authority, that a once noted 
materializing medium is at the bottom 
of Mrs. Bliss’ present troubles. We 
also understand that a letter written 
from Boston, Mass., to Megargee of 
the Philadelphia Times, advising him 
to drive Mrs. Bliss from your midst, 
also “place her in the hands of your 
chief of police; you know her, she 
knows you, and you know her to be 
a fraud worthy of your considerate at­
tention . . ” and signed “Jonathan C. 
Sparks,” was written and sent at the 
suggestion of this jealous rival. The 
letter throughout bears the earmarks 
of professional spite and heartlessness. 
If this be true, words fail to express 
the loathing that fills ns for every such 
viper. The person I refer to is rejoic­
ing in the trouble and insults that Mm

B. has been subjected to. But their 
joy will be short lived, for Mrs. B. 
will come out of the fiery ordeal un­
scathed, stronger and more popular 
than ever, for she is a grand, power­
ful and truthful medium, and the peer 
of her jealous traducers.

Comrades If we submit to these out­
rages, having our homes invaded by 
traitors, in the guise of honest inves­
tigators, having our mediums arrest­
ed, insulted or sent to prison, having 
our places of worship surrounded and 
entered at pleasure by a squad of 
ignorant police, who don’t seem to un­
derstand the first lesson in politeness 
or civilization, having our rights and 
privileges ruthlessly trampled under 
foot without our making a desperate 
struggle to abolish these outrages, we 
deserve to be forever despised and be­
come a laughing stock of the whole 
world. Let us rally to the support 
and defense of Mrs. Bliss in her pres­
ent trouble. Let us forever put a stop 
to this outrageous “grabbing of medi­
ums.” Now is the time to end these 
brutal outrages. Never will such a 
grand opportunity occur again; Let us 
redeem Pennsylvania from the gentle­
manly thugs who now have control 
and make her laws, and send men, not 
jumping jacks, to make laws that will 
protect us in the enjoyment of our re­
ligious and moral rights, and relegate 
to oblivion such men as Megargee, 
Hay, Ryan, etc., the would-be inspec­
tors of other people’s morals. Now is 
the time to strike.

Rally from the hilltops. 
Rally from the plains, 

Shouting the battlecry of Justice.
EMANUEL M. JONES.

LETTER FROM G. B. STEBBINS.
Editor Light of Truth: I have just 

read, in your last issue, the report of 
the reception by his friends at San 
Jose, Cal, to Dr. J. R. Buchanan on 
his 84th. birthday, in , which snir - 
messages, sent for the occasion, were 
an interesting feature.

One from William Lloyd Garrison 
had especial interest, as I prized his 
cordial friendship for 20 years, and 
since his transition have had messages 

•from him. One of these I give. Ten 
years ago I visited New York to find 
a publisher for my “Upward Steps of 
Seventy Years,” making my home, by 
her kind invitation, with Mrs. Under­
hill (A. Leah Fox). After several days’ 
search, with out success, I went to her 
home, with my mind made up to go 
to Boston, and found Mrs. Underhill 
sitting near a front window, by her 
sewing basket on a stand.

Sitting down near and opposite the 
raps soon came on the stand until she 
laid down her work, saying; “These 
must be for you.” I wrote out this 
message as clearly rapped out by her 
finger on the stand:

“Dear Friend—Do not be troubled 
about your book. It will come out all 
right. W. L. GARRISON.”

I had not told her of my errand, and 
before the name was given asked her: 
“Have you any idea who this is from?” 
she answering, “Not the least” When 
the name came she said: “This is nat­
ural. He was my friend and yours.”

The next morning I went down to 
the city for some last errands, thought 
of Lovell & Co., called at their book 
store, saw J. W. Lovell, and in 20 min­
utes he decided to publish the book, 
as they did soon after.

Then I thought of the message of 
the night before, which was in my 
pocket but out of my mind.

Dr. Buchanan richly deserved the 
reception. May he have coming years 
on earth for his valuable labors. He 
is my elder by less than four years.

My sincere best wishes to him 
through your columns.

GILES B. STEBBINS.
Detroit, Mich.. Jan. 7, 1899.
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PSEUDO MEDIUMSHIP.

(By C. Henri D’Lancey.)

Can fraud be weeded out, prevented 
in Spiritualistic phenomena? We be­
lieve it can. It is not .right to condone 
false manifestations, palliate this most 
heinous of crimes.

A mighty storm at present sweeps 
over the flood of orthodoxy; men, 
thinkers in the church (women, too), 
are beginning to question “baptismal 
regeneration,” “justification by faith,” 
the transmutation of the bread and 
wine into the “body and blood” of the 
Nazarene, the authority of the canons 
of Christendom, the infallibility of Leo 
XIII, seated in the Papal chair by the 
vote of fallible cardinals. If it be true 
that Christ’s name is the only magic 
sesame to open the pearly gates, what 
has become of good old Moses, Aaron, 
Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, Lot, who never 
heard of him, as well as the millions 
of billions of Buddhists, Brahmins, 
Parsees, etc?

The average church man, though of- 
"ten ridiculed by him who has positive, 
psychic information of the beyond, is 
no fool! But he does not care to aban­
don his faith for a newer, stranger 
faith; only a genuine demonstration 
will have any bearing at this critical 
juncture. The liberal element in the 
orthodox church is being driven out 
yearly. Where shall it go? Obvious­
ly not into Spiritualism if its philos­
ophy is dependent on questionable me­
diumship.

Excessive credulity, blind fetish 
worship, are disgusting wherever 
found. The church is not the only in­
stitution afflicted with this element.

Rev. Sam Jones a few months ago 
said: “I believe everything in God’s 
word. Even the fish story. And if 
the Bible said that Jonah swallowed 
the whale, I’d believe that, too.”

Not long ago a chicken feather was 
hj- « wtoi areifrerr;. ,•

it came to her by letter from a Michi­
gander. He said: “The enclosed feath­
er Was given me by my guide at a 
seance last night He claims it came 
from the seventh sphere. Do they have 
birds there?”

Comment in 
dupes!

The twaddle 
taking “fraud 
is too thin. Of course the veriest tyro 
in psychics Is aware that inharmo­
nious conditions largely affect mental 
phenomena and the physical to some 
extent. But what is absolute proof to 
the earnest searcher? The most rigid 
test conditions; a circle 
skeptics; 
tions. 
sitters. 
This is 
ulent 
Alfred 
Wm. Crookes, Pres. R. S.; Dr. Robert 
Hare; Prof. J. R. Buchanan, M. D., and 
thousands of the most profound think­
ers and eminent men of today.

When an investigator seeks a sitting 
he has a perfect right to demand test 
conditions. No honest medium need 
feel offended. We have seen the face 
flush, the shoulders shrugged, have 
heard the scornful exclamation, “The 
idea, to ask me for test conditions!”

We had a sitting with an Indian 
doctor (?) recently. Four questions 
were written and folded. He held the 
folded slip in his left hand, against 
his forehead, and wrote the answers. 
He exclaimed, “Automatic writing un­
der spirit control." It was nothing of 
the kind—only clever mind reading. 
We frequently have .had hypnotized 
subjects duplicate his work, aye, do far 
more wonderful things. Fellows of 
his ilk hurt the cause of truth.

Then let us note ignorant, half-de­
veloped mediums. Oftentimes they are 
partly honest, but imposed on by the

both instances, poor

about “fraud hunters" 
conditions" with them

of honest 
then genuine manifesta- 

No matter how skeptical the 
They will be made to think! 

the great desideratum. Fraud­
phenomena never convinced 
R. Wallace, F. R. S.; Sir

The light of truth.
“familiar" with a high-sounding pre­
fix to the name. The control person­
ates the sitter’s friends and frequently 
most ludicrous blunders are made. The 

I control never allows an opportunity to 
slip by without reading a homily on 

> morality, in which bad grammar and 
; worse rhetoric are used. The medium 

should teach his control better form, 
i Then the messages from the “friends" 

are general; such expressions, “Oh, 
I’m-so happy (they are always happy), 
so glad to see you. Am with you all 

' the time. Everything will come out 
right and you’ll be happy too.” Is it 

i to be wondered at that investigators 
i are often disgusted?

It should be patent to the most su­
perficial thinker that the quality (not 
the quantity) of psychic proof 1b the 
thing needed.

The successful propagation of psy­
chic knowledge and light is almost 
absolutely dependent on phenomena— 
the result of the proper and honest use 
of medial phases, faculties.

The internal principles of existence 
are so abstract as to be cognized, by 
the masses, only through symbol; 
from the seen to the unseen, effect to 
cause; not every soul reasons induc­
tively. The internal must be external­
ized, the abstract made concrete.

The magnetic telegraph, the tele­
phone, are the materializations, as it 
were, of telepathy. The complicated 
linotype first existed subjectively for 
the inventor before being objectively 
before the public. Destroy the visible 
linotype, ■‘the real, the spiritual, has 
not in the least been injured.

■ Modern Spiritualism is the outcome 
of an earnest -effort' of the ex-carnate 
(spiritual) world to demonstrate con­
tinuity of life. A noble, grand, laud­
able motive. Spiritualism is not to 

' traffic in financially. Clairvoyance 
would be prostituted to unholy ends if 
used by the broker on ’change; seeking 
lost treasure, locating lodes of ore, ter-. 

""feting vat personal matters for ques­
tionable purposes, A Denton, King, 
Pierpont, Edmonds, would not endorse 
the preceding materialistic medium­
ship.

Robed in white, Insignia of purity, 
from spheres of light effulgent, a heav­
enly herald comes; the stream of Mars 
is bridged, the long, long silence bro­
ken. A soul speaks of life beyond 
earth’s twilight, points away to the 
empyrean where scintillates the rain­
bow of promise. “Onward, upward; 
man, save thyself through knowledge, 
but waiting to be revealed”—this his 
message.

He who would traffic in immortality, 
who would pretend to be an instru­
ment for spiritual intercourse, who 
would manufacture messages from the 
“loved and lost,” is indeed low in hu­
manity’s scale. Condign punishment 
should be meted to the scoundrels who 
“steal the livery of heaven to serve the 
devil in.” We can not stoop low 
enough to execrate them sufficiently. 
A long term of years in a penal insti­
tution would not be out of place as a 

’ result of such conduct.
To one whom he disliked a mer- 

l chant dictated the following: “My 
1 typewriter, being a lady, will not re- 
1 cord what I would say to you; I, be- 
* Ing a gentleman, will not think it, but 

you, being neither, can easily do both.” 
Such is our message to the frauds.

In a future paper, should the editor 
be willing, we will outline a plan for 
the abolition of fraud and the placing 
of Spiritualism on a loftier pedestal.

These words are sent forth with the 
earnest desire that the fraud question 
may be met fairly and dealt with sum­
marily. Mediumship is a faculty that 
should bless humanity and its posses­
sor, but the counterfeit, the spurious, 
are only a detriment “Light, 
light”

more
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Knowledge of HOW TO CURE Disease by Suggestion. How 

to TREA T patients: What to DO: What to SAF: What cures 
to EXPECT-. What diseases do NOT yield to mental treatment. 
ALL THESE THINGS are TAUGHT in the

JOURNAL OF SUGGESTIVE THERAPEUTICS, 
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R Neu) Discovery for the Cure 
of Consliniption, and ofh?r 

Lung Diseases.
The Alpha Medical Institute possesses 

the great secret of a positive cure for dis­
eases of the Lungs and Respiratory Organs. 
It Is the most valuable original discovery 
made In the field of Medicine in the last 
twenty-five years. To prove these facts 
the Institute for the next sixty days will 
send its new Home Treatment entirely free 
to every sufferer from Consumption, Ca­
tarrh, Bronchitis or Asthma. Mr. Frank 
W. Dewey, Pewano, Mich.; Rev. David R. 
Butrlck, Motley, Minn.; Mrs. Margaret 
Taylor, North Henderson, Ills., and many 
others write gratefully of their cures by 
this new discovery. If you are in need of 
such help we advise you to take advantage 
of this great offer. Send your name, age, 
postoffice address and nearest express of­
fice, with all particulars of your disease, 
to The Alpha Medical Institute, 508 Syca­
more street, Cincinnati, Ohio, and they will 
at once send you their Book and free Home 
Treatment as stated.
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i CORRESPONDENCE S

THE FIELD AT A GLANCE.

Maggie Waite is located at 307 NI- 
agra street, Buffalo, N. Y.

A good lecturer or medium will do 
well in Parkersburg, W. Va.

C. E. Winans has been giving se­
ances at Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dr. J. M. Peebles' address for the 
winter is San Diego, Cal.

W. W. Aber and wife are located at 
515 Van Buren street, Topeka, Kan.

J. E., Parkersburg, W. Va.—No ac­
quaintance with parties named in your 
letter.

Harlow Davis is holding platform 
test seances at Odd Fellows’ hall, Mer­
iden, Conn.

Dr. J. M. Peebles speaks Sundays 
during January for the San Diego, 
Cal., society.

The annual state convention of Spir­
itualists of Vermont will take place at 
Montpelier, Jan. 20, 21 and 22.

Reliable test mediums, as well as 
speakers, who purpose traveling 
through the western states, will do 
well to correspond with S .C. Wilcox, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, with reference to 
engagements in that state. Mr. Wil­
cox is one of the state agents of the 
National Spiritualists' association.

Mrs. John Lindsey writes from her 
home. Grand Rapids, Mich.: “Myself 
and husband still continue holding 
meetings in our beautiful hall with 
good interest manifested. I give my 
home circles for p Investigation, as I 
deem it the proper place for such. The 
spirit is alive here and all are at their 
posts of duty. I am ready to make ar­
rangements for camps or societies for 
the coming season.”

W. S. B. Randall of Springfield, 0., 
writes: “I deem it a privilege as well 
as a duty to write you concerning the 
seances held in our city during the 
last two weeks by Brother J. G. Hin- 
derer of Anderson, Ind. His phase is 
taumpet work, including trumpet in 
the light, which is certainly most as­
tounding. Brother Hinderer is a grad­
uate of Wittenberg college, having 
been educated for a Lutheran minis-

r
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Clara Field Conant will be at Lake 
Helen, Fla., during the entire season 
of the campmeeting for February.

Mrs. Elsie Reynolds is at present lo­
cated in Los Angeles, Cal., and has 
parlors at 243% South Spring street.

Mrs. S. Augusta Armstrong ad­
dressed the First Spiritual church of 
Chicago on the 15th inst. Subject, 
"The Shadow and the Real.”

Mrs. Lora Holton is located at 3310% 
Rhodes avenue, Chicago, and holds a 
musical test circle every Thursday 
evening, at 1276 West Madison street, [ 
Flat B.

Mrs. E. J. Demorest is lecturiag-atid 
exercising here mediumship to crowd­
ed houses in Hagan’s hall, Marietta, 
O. Can be addressed Belvew hotel, 

Marietta, m.
Dr. George A. Fuller will lecture in 

Fall River, Mass., the 22d, and Green­
wich, Mass., the 29th. Would like en­
gagements for Feb. 19 and May 28. Ad­
dress 42 Alvarado avenue, Worcester, 
Mass.

Mrs. Nettie Holt-Harding, the well 
known lecturer and test medium, has 
Jan. 22 and 29 and March 19 and 26 
open for engagements. Address at 
once for terms, 14 George street, Som­
erville, Mass.

Constant Reader:—Drawings indi­
cate a phase of mediumship called au­
tomaticwriting, painting, drawing, etc., 
provided the movements are made 
without your volition. These draw­
ings are incipient stages of the devel­
opment.

The usual bi-monthly social of the 
First Spiritualist church of Columbus, 
O., was held in the church parlors last 
Wednesday evening. A very enjoyable 
evening was participated in by quite 
a hundred people. Ice cream and cake 
were served.

Mrs. Loe F. Prior is held in high 
esteem by the First Spiritual society 
of San Diego, Cal., as a glowing letter 
signed by the officers and trustees at­
tests. Mrs. Prior has labored in San 
Diego for the past three months. She 
is now located at Atlanta, Ga.

Mrs. Marian Carpenter has been sick 
and was forced to cancel engagements 
at South Bend and other places. She 
will rest through January and will 
then return to Grand Rapids for treat­
ment through February and March. 
Expects to fill engagement at Phila­
delphia, Pa., in April.

The- First Spiritualist church,. Hor- 
nellsville, N. Y., Inaugurated Jan. 1. 
During January inspirational speaking 
hy E. J. Bnwtell of Ithaca, N. Y., and 
spirit delineations by Mrs. Stewart, 
local medium, on Sunday afternoons 
and Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday evenings.—E. J. B.

ter.”
New York correspondence advises 

that Tuxedo hall was packed on Sun­
day, the 15th, to listen to Miss Mar­
garet Gaule. Her work is marvelous 
and is awakening wide interest. Mr. 
E. W. Wallis was present and gave a 
song and benediction. Mrs. Newton, 
the president, read feelingly Lizzie 
Doten’s "Rainbow Bridge.” Remarks 
were made by Mr. Sargent. In the 
evening E. W. Wallis lectured in place 
of Mrs. H. T. Brigham before her so- 
society.

M. Lawrence writes from Bristol, 
England: “On Saturday, Jan. 14th, ’99, 
our well beloved and greatly esteemed 
healing medium, Dr. Allan Fisher, 
leaves here for Boston on a short visit.

marvelous living healers and has 
treated all sorts and conditions of dis­
eases, in thousands of cases, with ut­
most success. It is the Doctor’s inten­
tion to give healing services under the 
auspices of the Spiritual movement in 
Boston and other cities, as may be de­
sired.”

The First Society of Rosicrucians, 
J.-C. F. Grumbine, lecturer, met in its 
new and beautiful Steinway hall, on 
VanBuren, near Michigan avenue, 
Sunday, January Sth and 15th, and 
will continue to meet here each 
Sunday, and no doubt with ever 
increasing attendance. The soci­
ety is well organized, and beacuse 
financially able has opened free doors 
io the public. There is but one serv­
ice, at 11 a. m., Sundays. The plat­
form and society are independent.— 
Cor.

A mass convention of Spiritualists 
and religious liberalists, under the 
joint auspices of the New York State 
Association of Spiritualists and Brook­
lyn Spiritualist societies, was held at 
the Criterion theater, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
on Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2 and 7:30 p. m.; 
Wednesday, Jan. 18, 10 a. m., 2 and 
7:30 p. m., 1899. Hon. A. H. Dailey, 
chairman; Mrs. Lucie J. Weiler, vice 
chairman; Mr. Herbert L. Whitney, 
secretary; Mr. Geo. Deleree, treasurer; 
Prof. E. Adolf Whitelaw, musical di­
rector. Further report next week.

Dr. Dean Clarke, Mrs. C. E. S. 
Twing, M. F. Hammond, Mrs. C. F. 
Loring, Mrs. May S. Pepper, F. B. 
Woodbury, Mrs. Nettie Holt-Harding, 
Mrs. Alice Waterhouse, Prof. W. M. 
Dockwood, E. Warren Hatch, H. D. 
Barrett and Dr. G. A. Fuller took part 
in the recent convention of the Massa­
chusetts State Spiritualists’ association. 
The business of the association is in 
an encouraging condition, the treasu­
rer, Hebron Libbey, reporting that he 
had received from the secretary dur-
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F Approaching Crisis; or, Truth vs. Thcuh»gy 
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a Magic Staff: An Autobiography of Andrew Jackson Doris 
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1 Peneira’ta.* Containing Harmonial Answers - - -
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F Principles of Mature: Her Divine Revelations - - -
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F Temple: On Disease ^9f the Brain and Mewes - 
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Seeds and fruits of Crime -

Du- Peebles & Burroughs
NOT ONLY

^orrectly jjiagnose

But They J* J*

.3» ¿s ABSOLUTELY 
CURE

< 1 2 CHRONIC 

DISEASES

Where Others Fail J* J*

♦♦♦♦♦

BF you are a sufferer Write 
To Day, giving your

1VAME, Age, Sex and a Lead* 
P’ ing Symptom, and receive 

an Absolutely Correct Diagnosis 
FREE OF CHAROE.

♦♦♦♦♦

REMEMBER TO ADDRESS

Peebles & Burroughs,
Battle Creek, Plich.

FRED. P. EVANS,
THE NOTED MEDIUM FOR

Independent Slate - Writing, Etc.
Gives Seances Daily from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m 

ICr. Kvans has opened in oonneotion with his 
Medinmship a well stocked Ocoult Book Store 
and will be pleased to supply his friends and the 
Publio with Spiritual, Metaphysical, Theosophi­
cal and Occult Literature, Catalogues mailed on 
application All books not listed oan be prooured 
at short notioe. Mail orders filled promptly. 
FRED. P. EVANS. The Occult Book Store,

108 W. 48d St.. New York City.

MRS. JKNNIB OROBSR, 26 years a public 
medium. Life reading 11 02, six questions 

82 ots. Send date of birth Disease a specialty. 
Address T1 Irving Plaoe. Brooklyn, N. T
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College of Fine Forces.
(Formerly New York College of N----- *tCSl ~~

Medical 
professors, or clergymen. Hudson Tuttle, the 
well-known author, calls this college “An insti­
tute of refined therapeutics, which is fast becom­
ing of world-wide fame, and attracting students 
from many countries. It builds on exact science, 
and includes the magnetic, electric, chemical, so 
lar, and spiritual forces which underlie every 
thing. Its course can be taken at home, and a 
diploma conferring the title of D. M. (Doctor ef 
Magnetics) granted. Dr. Babbitt is author of sev­
eral books on the subject.

The college is chartered, and conforsthe title of 
D.M on a handsome diploma. Send stamp for cir­
cular to B. D. Babbitt, M. D., LL. D„ Dean, 258 
South Broadway, Loe Angeles California.

DR. J. S. LOUCKS
Is the oldest and most- successful Clairvoyant 
Physician in practice; his cures are astonishing. 
Send him name, age. sex. lock of hair and 6 cents 
in stamps and get a correct diagnosis of your 
case and he will treat you for |2 a month. Cmes 
are made after others have failed. He has a 
specific remedy that will make child-birth easy 
and safe; and a sure relief for morning sickness; 
also a safe sure cure for obesity. It wiil safely 
and speedily remove all superfluous flesh.

Address J. 8. LOUCKS, M. D.
S5 Warren St., Stoneham, Mass.

ASTROLOGY.—Send 3oc., sex, 
place, date and hour of birth for 
your past and future by the stars.

J. S. THURMOND, 
Beaver Creek, Colo.

PERIODICITY.
The law of personal destiny for every man and 

man's relation to others. Also the law of destiny 
for nations—a new discovery Second edition; 
enlarged—covering history. 75 cents.

Send to the author.
Dr. J. R. Buchanan, sax josb. calif.

H. INGRAM LINDSAY, S£Œ.ÂL
Gives readings on Business, Mediumship and 
Social matters. Trial reading 17 ote.: Life Read­
ing 54 ots. Knoloae look of hatr and give name in 
full. Box 2320, Boston, Mass.

American health college teaches 
Vitapathy! Universal Health Praotice. 

Books, Batteries, Baths. Patents, Diplomas. Full 
equipments, legal everywhere. Add., Prof. John 
Bnnyan Campbell, M.D.,V.D., Fairmount, Cin., O

P8Y0H0METRY. Send 25 cts , a page of own 
handwriting with full name, and receive a 
reading. Address

ANGIE B. LATHROP, 4 Miller St., Belfast,Me

HOW to Beoome a Medium in Your Own 
Home. Will send a pamphlet giving in­

structions, delineate your phases of mediumship 
and give a spiritual song book, All for 25 oents. 
18 Address Mrs. Jas. A Bliss, San Diago, Cai
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ing the year tlio sura of $421.82; bal­
ance on hand .Tan. 1, 1898, $113.49; to­
tal, $635.31; expended during tho year, 
$415.24; leaving a balance in the treas­
ury of $120.07.

Mrs. J. I-I. Tuttle, Cor. Sec., writes: 
“Tho Spiritual 
Now York had 
day, Jan. 8t.li. 
England 
evening, 
evening, 
courses, |
His sweet singing was greatly appro-1 
elated, too. Mrs. Wallis spoke for us 
the previous Sunday, and It Is hard to 
say which was tho bettor. They aro 
both able, earnost workers in tho 
grand causa, and wo hope to hoar thorn 
both again soma day. Mrs. Brigham 
will bo with us for an indefinite time, i 
and wo welcome her with glad greet­
ings, for she lives in our hearts, our 
own beloved toucher.”

T. H. B. .Tames writes: “The Arthur 
Hodges Spiritual society of Lynn hold 
sorvicos nt Templar's ball, 36 Market 
street, Sunday, Jan. 8. Tho hall was 
well filled by seekers after spiritual 
truth. Appropriate musical and vocal 
selections were rendered by Misses 
Lena and Elsie Burns. At 2:30 Mrs. 
D. E. Matson gave an Invocation; in­
teresting remarks, Dr. I. A. Pierce, Dr. 
Furbush, Mfs, C. A. Sherwin, Mrs. B. 
W. Belcher of Marlboro and Dr. It). 
Palmer of Maine; tests and spirit mes­
sages, Mrs. Matson, Miss Palmer, Dr. 
Palmer, Mrs. C. A. Sherwin, Mr. Har­
wood of Beverly and others; magnetic 
treatment, Dr. Annie Quaid, Drs. Fur­
bish, Warren, Palmer, Mr. Shepard 
and others. At 7:30 invocation and 
remarks, Mrs. Matson, Mrs. Holden, 
Mrs. B. W. Belcher and Dr. E. Palmer, 
Capt. J. Balcom, and Mrs. L. F. Hol­
den, late of California, gave many 
messages from spirit friends.

Secv wrltqs: “The 
in-1' il:>. 1

«1 2R -UUuol ouuioij m
. ,.'r ’ , conducts meetings at
Masonic Temple, Pllte street. Mrs. 
Ada Foyo lias for the last eight months 
been pastor of our society. Wo know 
when wo are well off, and have there­
fore proposed to Induce her to remain 
with us for an indefinite period. Mrs. 
Foye is quite well and our society 
never folt better. Some people say it 
doesn’s snow on Puget sound, but nev­
ertheless wo have elegant sleighing 
here at present. On the first of Jan­
uary the weather wasn’t fit for a dog 
to be out in, though our hull was 
packed. Wo have a conference moot­
ing every Sunday at 2 p. m., and tho 
evening service begins at 7:30, opening 
with a lecture and closing with tests. 
I know your space is limited, but, in 
connection, would like to state that, 
among others, tho 'Brockways' aro 
lioro, and advertise themselves as 
‘undoubtedly tho greatest medium« 
that over visited Seattle.’ ”

A. G. Brown, Secy., writes: “Allow 
mo through tho medium of your inval­
uable paper to place a few lttto before 
its many readers, pertainlngVb Island 
Luke Camp, Island Lake, Mioh. All 
reports to tlio contrary notwithstand­
ing, our camp is in a flourisii.ng condi­
tion, and every indication tends to­
wards tho fulfillment of tho prophecy 
given by our honored brother, J.- D. 
Boyle, from a public rostrum in De­
troit in tho your 1895, in which ho said, 
Tn tlio fifth year, Island Lake will bo 
clour.' As tho Island Lake Camp as­
sociation has boon ablo to pay all run­
ning exponsos of camp for the season 
of 1898, and reduce tlio old Indebted­
ness $1,400, a little over half of tlio to­
tal debt that lias clung so tenaciously, 
this grand result was brought about 
by acting upon advice given by an un­
soon. force, through ono of our medi­
ums, and tills force is still urging us 
on to further activity in the same di­
rection. Tho harmony and good will 
existing at our camp was phenomenal, 
nature being at i.or best, seemed to

anil Ethical Bocioty of 
a groat treat last Sun- 

Mr. E. W. Wallis of 
for ns morning andspoke

Our hall was crowded In the 
and wo hoard two grand dis- 
oloquont, logical, convincing.

Jt*«-
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THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

choicest blessings, 
best thoughts In 
to those who by

favor us with her 
Wo sond out our 
hoartfelt gratltudo 
their presence, good fooling and finan­
cial aid contributed to tho benefit of 
our camp and causo, and extend a 
hearty invitation to moot with us an­
other year and enjoy tho program wo 
are now preparing, which will bo ready 
for tlie public about the first of May."

THE N. S. A.

Editor and Readers of tho 
Truth; Dour Friends — We 
greetings once again from

*3

A Magazine With a Mission, Working for 
A Nobler .Manhood, a [Better Civilization.

To the 
Light of 
send you| 
tho headquarters of the N. S. A., and 
wo wish you, one and nil, a most happy 
and prosperous year. Wo are busy hero 
ns usual, attending to the work that 
comes in from day to day, and this is 
by no moans a light affair. For wo 
have lettors from all over tho country 
asking advice and opinions upon all 
sorts of subjects that aro of impor­
tance to tho people. Some of those are 
from societies and some from private 
individuals, but wo try to tuiswer thorn' 
to tho best of our ability. Day after 
day we see tlio necessity of a national 
association as a headquarters and bu­
reau of information for Spiritualists 
and for Spiritualism, and wo fool, if 
tho earnest souls in our ranks who 
love the cause could but look In upon 
our office and see its workings and 
management, they would acknowledge 
the good work that this organization 
is doing, and the far greater work it 
is yet to do.

Scarcely a day passes but wo have 
personal calls from Spiritualists who 
happen to bo in the city, and who come 
hero for information upon various 
matters connected with our cause. 
Courteous attention to tlieso callers, 
with proper care given to thee large 
fflasB corwBpoudcuco^ 
keep one clerk busy—not to speak of 
the financial accounts that must be 
kept, and the spiritual press that must 
be informal and the public, through 
its agency—of tho state of things here. 
Besides this wo have no janitor, and 
there is much to ba done by hands and 
foot in keeping things in order at this 
office. Yet the secretary has those 
matters all to attend to, and 
friends may believe that there is 
little time for play. But wo camo 
work, and are willing to do It. 
only ask tho public to aid us in malt­
ing the N. S. A. a power in our ranks 
that will toll for tho good of humanity.

The dobts of tho last year still hang 
ov'fir tills association. Current ex­
penses of coure come right along. We 
want a missionary fund, also finances 
for tho help of any worthy cause that 
Is connected with Spiritualism, or with 
human interests. Wo need the sympa­
thy and aid of every ono of you. Some 
of our mediums have boon arrested in 
Toronto on tho charge of 
tolling,” No discrimination 
by tfio arresting authorities 
Impostors of that class and 
mediums for spiritual work, bonce tho 
Innocent suffer with the guilty. Wo 
need organization in our ranks, wo 
need well supported societies. Wo need 
this N. S. A. Tho cause wo love will 
never have tho Blanding and tho 
strength it deserves, and should have, 
until we do have well organized efforts 
and 
Nor 
tesy 
and 
until It shows a consolidated force that 
will compel Its opponents to fear its 
Influence 'among tlio powers that bo.

The churches have their organiza­
tions, their state and national asso­
ciations, bo do orders and societies of 
various kinds—and this union of forces 
Is largely that which gives them 
strength. Spiritualism must show the

our 
but 
for 
Wo

‘•fortuno 
Is inailo 
between 
genuine

associations for its best work, 
will It gain the respect and cour- 
lt 1b entitled to from the world, 
especially from those in power.

Constructive, Practical, Instructive, Entertaining,

THE IDEAL MAGAZINE FOR THE HOME.
Under tho Editorial Management of

B. O. FLOWER AND MRS. C. K. REIFSNIDER.
THR COMING AGE is a magazine which should find a place in every 

home. It speaks to tho heart as well as the head. It educates tho moral nature. It 
appeals to all tastes and interests, and interests every member of tho family. It con­
tains Conversations and Original Essays on groat vital themes; Bio­
graphical Sketches, Studies of Great Books; Original Short 
Stories; a powerful Serial Story; a department dovotod to Health and 
Home; reviews of great events of the month; bright, crisp, and instructive edi­
torials;—in a word, it covers the field of literature which appeals to earnest, think­
ing men and women. Lt is always bright and subjective.

In its pages the loading thinkers of the day give the public their best 
thoughts. Some idoa of the Rcope and character of THE COMING AGE may 
bo gained by a perusal of a few of the subjects discussod, and tho contributors wild * 
have writton for the January and February issues.

A FEW SUBJECTS IN THE JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 
NUMBERS;

Municipal Progress. 
Art and Manhood.
The Example of Switzerland. 
The Democracy of Childhood. 
Concerning the Sanity of Napoleon. 
Some Tendencies of Democracy. 
The Republics of South America. 
True Versus False Education. 
Co-operation in England.

Genius and Art as Viewed by Vic­
tor Hugo.

On the New Threshold.
The Power of the Ideal.
Count Tolstoi at Home.
The New Education.
The Redemptive Power of Love.
Some Characteristics of Edward 

Bellamy.

A FEW CONTRIBUTORS TO THE JANUARY AND
~ TTMTO HWfr-WiHlüi.

Hon. Josiah Quincy. 
Williiitn Ordway Partridge. 
Rev. Geo. C. Lorimer, D. D. 
Richard Hodgson, LI.. D. 
Wm. D. McCrackan, A. M. 
Rev. Thomas Van Ness. 
Louise Chandler Moulton.

Prof. Samuel T. Dutton.
Prof. Frank Parsons.
Lilian Whiting.
Rev. R. A. Bisbee.
Rev. Philip Moxom, D. D.
E. P. Powell.

No magazine so truly reflects the best constructive thought of the ago as THE
COMING AGE. It is tlio cheapest groat original review published in America. 

Subscription price only $2 a year; single copies, 20cents; no free copies.

OUR GREAT COMBINATION OFFER.
By special arrangement with tho publishers wo are enabled to oiler, for a 

limited lime, THE COMING AGE and tho LIGHT OF TRUTH for the 
price of THE COMING AGE alone. Until further notice nil persons who 
sond to this office $2 will roooivo THE COMING AGE and tho LIGHT OF 
TRUTH for one year, postpaid. Address (

LIGHT OF TRUTH PUBLISHING CO., Columbus, Ohio.

Spirit Slate Writing.
Not a niNOUNcuR of Spiritualism or of honknt 

mediums, but an oxposer of those harpies of tlio 
faith, tho Fraudulent Mediums; complotoly die- 
orlblng their Methode of Duping tho Public. Ful­
ly illustrated. Published by tho hcuontifio 
Amkhican and for aale by tho author, Win K. 
KOlllNHON, AO M. RHh Ht„ Now York. Price *1 
Tho so purchasing of him will roooivo hla auto­
graph volum, alao hla laloat copyrighted cabinet 
photograph without extra charge.

help when nil elsefalls, as giMeMnolpi£e£ 
k»if adjusting No Vein. Whispers hoard. Montilo 
I IUmo*nor 11'wM, a f<»r Hook null Pronta a V1EK

some unit of power and of Intention to 
move tho world, and its advocates 
must come to tho front and so declare 
thomsolvcs for harmony and unltod ac­
tion, in order to accomplish tho work 
tho angels have plannod for thorn and 
for tho cause. To this end, wo trust 
our friends everywhere will remem­
ber tho labor and the needs of tho N. 
S. A., and send us their sympathy in 
our work, and their substantial aid, 
such as they can spare—all will bo ac­
ceptable and gratefully recognised, 
whatever tho amount contributed. With 
loving thoughts for all our frlonds,
MARY T. LONGLEY, Soo. N. S. A.

IMMORTALITY.
ANEW Quarterly Metaphyeioal Magarino, 

tho exponent or Rosloruoianism, and edited 
by J. C. F. GRUMBINE, Author and Lecturer. 

▲ wonderful Magasine all respects Over 
22ft subaorlbors in the mon..» of October,*M.Con­
tributor a: . Ann Io lteaant, Cora L.V, Richmond, 
W. J. Colville. Jerome ▲. Anderson, Bwami 8a- 
radananda All articles written under illumin­
ation Juno number exclusively devoted io “Im- 
mortality”; Reptember number to “Olalrvoy- 
anoe”; Dooember number to MReinoarnation | 
Maroh number to “Paychometry.” Features 
aro tho icditor’a Tripod, Academy and Bpoolal 
Leesons on Spiritual Un fold men t Subscription 
Il per year :2ft cis. for single or sample oopiee. 
For eaie nt “Banner of Light,” oflloo of “Tho 
Mind,*' Fred P. Evans’ Rook store, Now York 
City and “Philoeophioal Journal/’ Han Franoie- 
oo, Oal. | also address J. O F.GRuMBXNB.tMO 
LiMioy Avonuo, Fiat 3» Chicago.

DrJ.Swansqn.sSg;
And his Spirit Bund treat all diseases— 
physical and montai—at any distance 
without medicine ; also develono hoalors. 
Testimonials from all over U. S. J. 0. F. 
Grumbino and Willard J. Hull recom­
mend him. Sond stamp for pamphlet, 
terms, Etc.

U I I l>rPI T 1? 1? Swr* Cur© at homo; JV U JL JL JVly at email ooek Noop. 
•»ration, daniror or detention from work. No ro- 
turn of Rupture or further use for Truaaoo. ▲ 
completo, radical cure to nil (old or young) oaay 
tn uae, thousands cured, book froo (aoalod).
DR. W. S. RICK, Box 740, ADAMS, N. Y.
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<4 THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

QUESTIONS OF A SPIRITUAL NA­
TURE OR THOSE APPERTAINING TO 
OUR CAUSE ARE ANSWERED UNDER 
THIS HEAD BRIEFLY AND ON SHORT 
NOTICE. QUESTIONS SHOULD BE 
CONCISE AND TO THE POINT.

Question. — Is Christian Science a 
truth or a revelation like Spiritualism, 
or is it a theory?—Shepardville.

Answer.—It is a truth, but not un­
derstood by its own advocates, except 
a few, and they have so enwrapped it 
in mystery that it mystifies more than 
it enlightens those who investigate. 
The Christ principle teaches healing 
and abnegation—one a science and the 
other a mortal practice. Combine the 
two and you have healing by the force 
of abnegation or moral practices—a 
veritable science. The qualifying pre­
fix points to its origin. So far it is a 
truth, as also taught by Spiritualism, 
but called spiritual healing. The ex­
traordinary claims made by either is 
a matter of experiment and experi­
ence. The former through the aid of 
others; the latter through self-exer­
tion. Christian Science endeavors to 
do all by the former, and must fail in 
many instances. God helps those 
(best) who help themselves; and the 
latter have the advantage over the 
former—both in point of result and 
economy. He who denies himself will 
be morally cured, and moral health 
leads to physical health, because all 
disease is an effect of immoral prac­
tices, whether by force of habit -CT tiT- 
heritance. For in self-denial two prin­
ciples are put into^motion or made 
facts. One is temperance or modern- 
O1UU., Lllv ULUC1 X*. .—jV ,’"*'* * ■■ ^«*W***

permits physical rest; the other gen­
erates magnetism which courses 
through the body during the period of 
abnegation and feeds the body with 
a pure spiritual effluvia or essence, 
which is healing in its effect. . Contin­
ued practice will result in the cure of 
any disease arising from impure blood 
or a lax nervous condition—such as 
rheumatisms, organic diseases, general 
debility, insomnia, paralytic tenden­
cies, indolence (which is also a dis­
ease, caused by loss of vital forces), 
insanity, and ruptures, when the sys­
tem is not weakened by any of the 
above, or when neither of them have 
already taken a death grip on the 
body. But life can be prolonged by 
its practice always. What is taught 
beyond this in Christian Science is 
theory. It is therefore truth mixed 
with error, or a truth perverted by too 
much of the human and not enough 
of the spiritual in it. It needs correct­
ing, and experience will probably do it. 
Of course it is a revelation, like all 
truths, but as yet it has more body 
tnan soul—more matter than spirit­
in it

Question.—How can evil thoughts 
affect one’s health?—Psychic Student

Answer.— Evil thoughts are usually 
accompanied by like feelings, as anger, 
the desire for revenge or envy, and 
such create a momentary clogging of 
the blood in the heart This is bane­
ful, as it is vitiated to that degree, 
and must go on its course, neverthe­
less, being pressed by the new blood 
to continue. This vitiated blood af­
fects the tissue and organs on its way, 
and evil results will follow. Perhaps 
hardly noticeable by one such occa­
sion, but when continued for any 
length of time, and without recess by 
some, the whole system becomes sat­
urated with the virus of this creation, 
and sickness is the result In great 
anguish you may have noticed an op­
pressiveness around the heart, which 

makes drawing a long breath difficult 
Well, hatred or anger has the same 
effect. Anguish or grief is almost as 
baneful as hatred, only that it is some­
what neutralized by opposing thoughts 
of love or forgiveness. But selfish 
grief—where one pities himself rather 
than the dead—is of the same order 
that anger is, and has similar effects. 
Bearing up against affliction is there­
fore always better than succumbing to 
it. Kind thoughts are therefore' al­
ways better than evil ones—cheer bet­
ter than sadness—hope better than de­
spair. Mind affects matter more than 
you dream of in this respect, and peo­
ple are yet very Ignorant of the dan­
ger they subject themselves to by evil 
thoughts. They are to the human sys­
tem what humidity is to the atmos­
phere.

Question.—What was the true origin 
of man? Is he the unification of the 
lower animal species,, or did spirit cre­
ate him at first the lower species of 
man, and has he evolved to what he 
is now?—A. G. Barner.

Answer.—The origin of man is that 
of all creation focalized to an intelli­
gent or conscious law centre—absolute 
in comparison to his control over him­
self. His desire for power indicates 
this, but weakened or retarded where 
selfishness or pride (arrogance) dom­
inates. The truly humble govern 
where the former do not; for in hu­
mility lies love or reason, which is 
self-control per se. Spirit is the only 
ruling power of matter; love the ruling 
power of man. Spirit is absolute, and 
man partakes of this as he controls 
himself—becoming one with spirit 
(God) compatible with his victory. 

-Spirit is life, and its combine with 
matter individualizes this life condi­
tion. Man is the unification of the 
whole—the apex of creation—as shown 
bv his attributes and the fact that 
mure iy uwluiu^uuuvu
may permit you to understand the rest.

Question. — Lying with closed eyes 
on my office sofa, though awake, I saw 
a lake, with hills, trees and houses not 
far from shore. Vessels were sailing 
on the lake. Presently a boat contain­
ing three men came to view. They 
sailed for the shore; landed their boat; 
the men approached me, when the 
scene faded. Was this imagination, or 
a vision?—C. H. C.

Answer.—It might have been either. 
If spontaneous it was most likely a 
vision, and will prove prophetic—per­
haps a primary lesson in prophecy. 
Nothing further may come of it than 
to see the scene enacted some time in 
the future. But if the vision repeats 
itself, note what the men will do or 
say. From that you may determine 
the meaning other than the mere fact 
of seeing the men land. Clairvoyance 
belongs to the future man, and, like 
all new developments, they begin with 
the few as pioneers to the general pos­
session. Blessed are they who come 
in with the first buddings, for they 
shall be the leaders among their race.

Question.—How can we get rid of 
evil spirits?—Young Medium.

Answer-—Be consistent , for good. 
Do not permit them to tempt you into 
their ways. If inclined to be quarrel­
some desist. If envy troubles you 
shake it off. If thoughts of re­
venge enter your mind, pray for 
strength to overcome it. Do not be­
lieve yourself 'wronged. It Is a subtle 
weapon that evil-disposed spirits em­
ploy to create discord among mortals. 
Discord is their harvest—the condi­
tion needed to lend them power and 
free access to the homes of sensitives 
or those endowed with intelligence or 
genius, where they delight in being. 
Have faith that you will receive jus­
tice, and a higher power will add to 
your assurance by facts. Faith is a 
condition more powerful than evil.
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A BOOK THAT WE RECOMMEND.

Just now there Is a sort of redivivus 
in psychical matters as they pertain 
to discussion, owing to the recent stand 
taken by Dr. Richard Hodgson, and'in 
various ways what is called the “Sey­
bert Commission,” is brought into 
view, mainly by the smooth bore pro­
fessors of the University of Pennsyl­
vania. Now is a good time to get and 
read Hon. A. B. Richmond’s Review 
of the Seybert Commission Report. 
For the information of new; acquisi­
tions to the ranks of Spiritualists a 
brief resume of that fraud is in order. 
Henry Seybert, a wealthy Philadel­
phian, who had become a convert to 
Spiritualism, set aside in his will $60,- 
000 to be used in founding a chair, to 
be called the “Adam Seybert Chair of 
Moral and Intellectual Philosophy,” in 
the University of Pennsylvania, the 
professors 'of that institution, whom 
he named, to join in a thorough and 
impartial investigation of Spiritual 
phenomena and philosophy and report 
thereon. They did so, and after a 
farcical inquiry pronounced the whole 
thing a fraud and gobbled up the 
$60,000.

Mr, Richmond’s-book is, as its name 
indicates, a review of that commis­
sion’s report, and never werea lot of 
bombastic quidnuncs more thoroughly 
exposed and held up to shame than 
these same “professors.” Most of them 
are now where lies and hypocrisy don’t 
count, but enough of them 'are alive 
to feel the smart administered to 
them. This able and comprehensive 
work should be read by every thought­
ful man and woman who has heard of 
the Seybert Bequest. Its clearness of 
statement, its unanswerable logic, at 
once original and forcible, its vigorous 
mentality, and, above all, its loyalty 
to the highest principles of truth and 
jjH|i||^^allcombine to make this work 

able additioSr'to the advanced. 
Jgr^o^^e35y.~Uloth, 12mo, pp. 

224. $1.25,

WANTED TO BE CALLED.

bear masculine sir 
Irishman with a carpet- 
one of the cars the othei 
down gingerly near the 
or five other men com-

The Park Avenuk trolley line in the 
city of Rochester, says Youth’s Com­
panion, is crossed by three consecutive 
streets, which 
names. An 
bag entered 
day and sat 
door. Four 
pleted the list of passengers. The car 
swung around the corner of Chestnut 
street.

“James,” shouted the conductor. A 
man signaled him, the car stopped, 
and the man alighted. A half minute 
afterward the car neared another cross 
street.

“William,” announced the conductor. 
Another man got out. The Irishman's 
eyes grew visibly larger.

“Alexander,” shouted the conductor. 
The third man left the car.

When it had started on the Irishman 
arose, and approached the conductor.

“Oi want to git out at Avnoo B,” he 
said. “Me foorsht name is Michael."

Here’s a coincidence with the loss 
of the Portland. A sea captain tells’ 
that right after the steamer was built 
he was given a large picture of her. 
It was framed and covered wit» glass 
and quite heavy. He hung it in his 
parlor and never took it down during 
these years. The Sunday when the 
Portland went down he and his wife 
were sitting in the parlor reading 
when suddenly the picture fell with 
a crash, smashing the glass into a 
thousand pieces.—Portland Express.

“Do you sing to your baby to quiet 
him?"

“Yes-; but sometimes I think he goes 
to sleep to quiet 
Record.

me.”—j^icago

DR. MANSFIELD'S
HOMEOPATHIC MEDICINES

Are Compounded Clairvoyantly for Each 
Patient.

Send name, age, sex and leading symp­
tom lor Free Diagnosis and “Meth­
ods of Cure.” H. D. Barrett, Prest, N. 
S. A., E. W. Sprague, Lyman O. Home, 
Moses Hull, W. J. Colville, Hon. L. V. 
Moulton ENDORSE

W. A. MANSFIELD, M. D.,
176 Euclid Ave., - - - Cleveland, Ohio.

A New Shrub that Cures Kidney 
and Rheumatic Diseases.— 

' A Free Gift.
A short time ago our readers were made 

aware of a valuable new botanical discov­
ery, that of the Kava-Kava Shrub, or as 
botanists call It, piper methystlcum, found 
on the banks of the Ganges river in East 
India. From a medical standpoint this Is 
perhaps the most Important discovery of 
the century. The use of the Kava-Kava 
Shrub, like other valuable medical sub­
stances, opium and quinine, was first ob­
served by Christian missionaries among the 
natives as a sovereign remedy 

diseases 
maladies 
Uric acid

. tern.
G eral Introduction, Al- 
„ kavls, '(the Kava- 

Kava Compound) has 
wrought many re­
markable cures of 
Kidney and Bladder 
nd Rheumatic dis­

eases.
Mr. R. C. 

prominent 
of Lowell,

Wood, a 
attorney 
Indiana, 

The Kava-Kava pHacu.was cured by Alkavis 
(Piper AUayciicu,«.) of Rheumatism, Kld- 

ney and Bladder 
trouble of ten years’ standing. He writes:

“I have been treated by our home phy­
sicians ail without the least benefit. My 
bladder trouble became so troublesome that 
I had to get up from five to twelve times 
during the night to urinate.

“In fact, X was in misery the whole time 
and was becoming very despondent. . . I 
have now used’Alkavis and am better than 
I have been for five years. I know Alkavis 

-wW-cure-bladder and kidnoy—trouble.
It is a wonderful and grand, goo.d remedy.”

And even more "wonderful is the testi­
mony of Bev. John H. Watson, 'of Sunset, 
Texas, a minister of the gospel In thirty 
years’ service, stricken down at ills post 
of duty by kidney disease and cured by 
Alkavis. Mrs. James Young of Kent, Ohio, 
writes that she had tried six doctors in 
vain, that she was about to give up in de­
spair, when she found Alkavis, and was 
promptly cured of kidney disease and other 
ailments peculiar to woman. Many other 
ladies give similar testimony.

So far the Church Kidney Cure Company, 
No. 420 Fourth Avenue, New York, are 
the only Importers of this new remedy, and 
they are so anxious to prove Its value that 
fer the sake of introduction they will send 
a free treatment of Alkavis prepaid by mall 
to every reader of LIGHT OF TRUTH 
who Is a. Sufferer from any form of Kidney 
or Bladder disorder, difficult or too fre­
quent passing water, Bright’s Disease, 
Rheumatism, Dropsy, Gravel, Pain In Back, 
Female Complaints or other affliction due 
to Improper action of the Kidneys or Urin­
ary Organs. We advise all sufferers tb send 
their names and address to the company, 
and receive the Alkavis free. It is sent to 
you entirely free, to prove its wonderful 
curative powers.

------THE RELIGION OF------  

Modern Spiritualism and Its Phe­
nomena

COMPARED WITH THE
Christian. Religion and Its 

Miracles.
A Large 400-Page Book With Bed and Gold ' 

Binding by Dr. Wm. Cleveland.
-------0———

This bonk may now be had for TWENTY- 
FIVE cents. We off»*r it as an example of 
what an untrained mind, filled with a desire 
to write a book, can produce In its way it is 
one of the greatest ouriosities in Spiritualist literature and can be read with profit if the 

| curious only is kept in view Bend order to 
this office.
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THE WORLD OF SONG, J

By C. Payson Longley.
A handsomely bound , volume of music 
that should be in ev ry home. : : : : 
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LIGHT OF TRUTH PUBLISHING CO.

THIS WORK OF ART

CONTAINS OVER 200 PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
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It is Bound in Cloth With Embossed 
Cover Handsomely Figured

Light of Truth Publishing Company, Columbus, Ohio.

for Kidney 
and other 
caused by 
In t>he sys- 

Slnce its gen*
J WORKS OF E. D. BABBITT, M. D. LL.D. ♦ J Jk Jk Jk f
S THE PRINCIPLES OF LIGHT AND COLOR. 1
r Superbly issued, royal 8vo, with over 200 engravings and colored plates. • 
« Price $5 or $6.32 with postage or expressage. Price in massive half-Russia » 
I binding, 75 cents extra. A
A “An imposing volume of nearly 6oo pages. Shows a great amount of re- a 
a search on the part of the author. Will prove a great acquisition to Scientific 5 
A Libraries.”—N. Y. Herald.

HUMAN CULTURE AND CURE.
In six parts, four parts being already issued. Price for each, postpaid, 75 cents. 

PART I. The Philosophy of Cure, including Methods and Instruments.
“The ‘Principles of Light and Color’ is in every respect masterly, and ‘Hu­

man Culture and Cure’ appears to be no less remarkable.”—Dr. Pascal, -12 
Rue Picot, Toulon, France.
PART II. Marriage, Sexual Development and Social Upbuilding.

“The usual heavy volumes issued by medical authors do not contain a tithe 
of the practical information that is included in Dr. Babbitt’s work.”—J. 0. 
Underhill, Chicago.
PART III and IV in' one volume, postpaid at $1.60«

-J.---- Covers wonderful ground, including Mental Science, Phreno-Phvsiognomy,
Psychometry, Hypnotism, (explained for the first time;. Clairvoyance, Nerd 
ous Force, Insanity, etc. ______________

HEALTH AND POWER.
“Worth its weight in diamonds.” Price 25 cents.

\ Religion as Revealed by the Material and Spiritual Universe.
? 378 pp., illustrated; postpaid, cloth,' 82c.; paper, 881 cents.
A “It proclaims a most beautiful and glorious gospel. If all could be lead to 
A believe in such a gospel, the world would be almost infinitely better than now 
\ —Dr. O. O. Stoddard, Philadelphia.
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| NEWS OF THE WEEK *

The Methodist Episcopal church of 
the United States is attempting to 
raise a $20,000,000 jubilee fund before 
1900.

Six convicts, driven mad by idleness, 
were taken from the Kings county 
penitentiary, New York, to asylums 
for the criminal insane.

The Nicaragua canal commission 
has made a preliminary report of 
progress. The cost of the projected 
canal is estimated at $123,000,000.

There is a movement among the 
philanthropic women of Boston to 
found a woman’s hotel on the same 
lines as the Mills hotel for working- 

—men in New York.
The worst railway wreck of recent 

years occurred near Boundbrook, N. 
J., on the Lehigh Valley road. Two 
passenger trains collided, thirteen 
killed and over twenty-five injured.

The supreme court of Pennsylvania, 
in an opinion handed down by Chief 
Justice Sterrett, dismissed the applica­
tion in the Quay conspiracy case for a 
writ of certiorari, and placed the costs 
on the petitioners.

The record of railway failures for 
1898 shows that 18 roads went into re­
ceivers’ hands, representing 2,069 
miles, and 47 roads, representing 6,054 
miles, went into the United States 
courts’ hands under foreclosure pro­
ceedings.

■ Mr. T. E. Wardner, cine of the edit­
ors of the Boston Traveller, has been 
sentenced to jail for 30 days for con­
tempt of court, which consisted of an 
editorial in which Mr. Wardner at­
tacked the fairness of the court while 
the case was in the hands.of the jury.

Ti| addressing a meeting of the WOm- 
board of home missions of the 

”tlon; "tlyterian church, Eugene Young, a 
ion of Brigham Young, denounc­

ed Mormonism and heartily indorsed 
the board’s efforts to prevent the in­
auguration of Congressman-elect Rob-6 
erts.

Janesville, Wis., lays claim to a man 
who, up to Jan. 7, has not partaken 
of a bit of nourishment for 35 days. 
He is A. D. Hendrickson, for 16 years 
superintendent of one State Industrial 
school. He is suffering as a result of 
a stroke of paralyses Dec. 1. Nothing 
butwater has passed his lips. Although 
he is in no immediate danger of dying 
of starvation he is fast failing.

The Paris Figaro has been confis­
cated by the police throughout Ger­
many on account of a caricature which 
it contained,- copied from Puck, rep­
resenting Emperor William in the 
guise of a "despised animal.” Puck, 
in its issue of Dec. 7, published a 
double page cartoon representing all 
the crowned heads, and entitled “The 
Threatened Revolt in the Jungle.” Em- 

” per or William was represented as a 
boar.

Governor Leedy of Kansas has 
signed the bill reducing telegraph rates 
and placing telegraph companies under 
the supervision of the “court of visita­
tion.” The rate fixed in the bill on 
messages is 15 cents for the first 10 
words, day or night, and 1 cent for 
each additional word. On newspaper 
reports the rates are reduced to one- 
third of one cent for each word during 
’the day and one-sixth of 1 cent for 
each word at night. I-t provides that 
no. lower rate shall be granted to any 
one.

The sword of honor voted to Rear 
Admiral Dewey by joint resolution of 
congress in June last has been received 
at the navy department. It is said to 
be one of the finest speciments of the 
swordmaker’s art ever seen in this 
country. With the exception of the 
steel blade and the body metal of the

scabbard, the weapon is composed en­
tirely of 22-carat gold. Although not 
settled yet, it is more than probable 
that the sword will remain in the pos­
session of the navy department and 
be on exhibition in a glass case until 
Admirl Dewey returns to this country 
and takes personal charge of it.

J QPECIAL-

I PREMIUMS I
Iè

THE COMING AGE.

Following are some of the features 
of the initial number of this new mag­
azine, which is to be clubbed with the 
Light of Truth at $2.00 a year, the 
greatest combination ever offered to 
the American reading public:

Mayor Quincy of Boston discusses 
Municipal Progress in an exhaustive 
way, pointing out the work which Bos­
ton is carrying on, and which places 
her, in many respects, in advance of 
any other American city; William 
Ordway Partridge, the eminent sculp­
tor, poet and critic, gives a most 
charming conversation on Art and 
Manhood; Dr. Richard Hodgson of the 
English Society for Psychical Re­
search, talks on the work being car­
ried on by the society. Each conver­
sation is preceded by an editorial^ 
sketch of the person who discusses 
the subject in hand at this round table 
of The Coming Age. Rev. Thomas 
Van Ness, the well known Boston cler­
gyman, gives a mdst interesting ac­
count of his visit to Count Tolstoi. Mr. 
W. D. McCracken, the scholarly author 
of “The Rise of the Swiss Republic,” 
and other notable books; writes sug­
gestively on the Example of Switzer­
land. Lilian. Whiting, whose World 
Beautiful books have made her name 
a household word in tens of thousands 
of American homes, appears in a sug­
gestive essay entitled “Qn the Thresh­
old,” in which she discusses the latest 
scientific discoveries, and points out 

-their - probable-relationship—to—-the— 
realm of the soul. Prof. Frank’ Par­
sons writes on the Power of the Ideal. 
Rev. R. E. Bisbee gives some interest­
ing cases of telepathy and and pre­
vision. Mr. Flower treats of Victor 
Hugo’s ideas of genius in, art, in an 
extended review.

“Dreams and Visions, a Record of 
Facts,” by Mrs. C. K. Reifsnider, is the 
opening paper of what promises to be 
a remarkable series of contributions 
relating to extraordinary prophetic 
dreams and visions which were record­
ed at the time of their occurrence, and 
have been since verified. Will Allen 
Dromgoole furnishes one of her charm­
ing short stories, entitled, “Who Hath 
Sinned: the Story of a Scientist,” also 
opens in this issue. ’The department of 
Home and Health, under the editorial 
management of Mrs. C. K. Reifsnider, 
is. full of practical information. Mr. 
Flower-discusses current events in his 
department, entitled The Passing Day. 
These, with the editorials, book re­
views and monthly chat go to make 
up a table of contents rich in varied 
interest, calculated to delight earnest 

■men and women. The new magazine 
has an individuality of its own, and 
starts with a snap and vigor which 
are well calculated to appeal to Amer­
ican readers.

—Don’t fail to read everything in 
this week’s paper.

COLLEGE OP PSYCHICAL SCIENCES.
To insure satisfactory. permanent unfoldment 

in Peychometry, Clairvoyance, Psychopathy, In­
spiration, Illumination, send a stamped, ad­
dressed envelope for booklet, tei ms, percentage 
of Medial and Spiritual gifts to J.C.F Grumbine, 
3960 Langley Ave , "The Mexicans,” Station M . 
Chicago. “Clairvoyance. J to b> ature and Law of 
Unfo ament”; a work that teaches how to Pierce 
the Veil of Sense, to see spirit and unfold adept­
ship. Price |8 50. Address rhe author and lec­
turer as above. J. C. IT. GRUMBINE.

NO MATTER trouble or dis­
ease I will diagnose it if you wr.te me, enclosing 
four cents in stamn« 24-9
IDA ANDRUS, Cambridge, vt.

THE LIGHT OF TRUTH will Bend to the 
getter up of a club of Ten Yearly Subscribers 
accompanied by the cash, ten dollars, a beauti- 

iulSTERLING SILVER WATCH, 
like cut. This Company has arranged with a 
big jewelry establishment for a limited supply 
of these watches to be given away practically. 
They are in every way substantial and popular 
time pieces, and thousands of them are in use.

Here is something for the young women to do.

COIN SILVER CASE. 
Silver cap, assorted engrav­
ings, jeweled, gilt movement

Certainly it can not be difficult to obtain ten subscribers in ycur town or 1 
city, and for each club of ten you get one of these watohes.

ANOTHER PREMIUM.
For five yearly subscribers We will send an elegant

STERLING SILVER BRACELET,
Itself worth Five Dollars. These are bona fide offers.

Now Girls and Boys earn a watch and bracelet any 
easier.

WATCH THESE COLUMNS,
For this Offer can not last a great while.

LIGHT OF TRUTH PUBLISHING CO., CoIambus, Ohio.

—— THE —

DR. W. M. FORSTER,
1059 MABKET ST.,

San Francisco, California.,
STILL CONTINUES TO GIVE 

FREE Diagnosis and

FR.EE Consultation.

YOU are invited to WRITE 
Send Postage Stamp for Reply.

♦♦♦----------------------------------------------------♦♦♦
W^ULD you like to see the o 
II influences or spirits that are

HTTRRCTED TO YOU?
If so send me a 2-cent stamp 
for my

SPECIAL CIRCOLHR,
Which will interest you.

305 Tompkins AvenuZ, ^2? 
BROOKLYN, N. Y.

Spiritualists’ "S?
[

A Collection of New and Original 

Songs and Hymns. Words and Music.

PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR

Spiritualists* Meetings, jt
Lyceums, Seances, 

jt ¿6 and The Home Circle*

. BY B. M. LAWRENCE, M. D.
Author of Celestial Sonnets, Summerland 

Songs, The Patriots’ Song Book, Etc.

PRICES: 25 Cts., Postage4Cts., 
S3.25 Per Dozen. Postage Paid.

LIGHT OF TRUTH PUBLISHING CO, 
COLUMBUS, OHIO.

TESTIMONIAL.
Wheaton, Minn , Dec., 1893

Dear Mr FosterInclose find - ----- for
my last photos . . . they are simply beauti­
ful. I can not express my admiration of 
them, and my friends who have known u« 

a for years are almost as enthusiastic over 
4 them as myself. . . . Anna Lease

-----------------------------------«4

Rd Astonishing Oiler!
Send three 2-cent stamps, lock of hair 

age, name and the leading symptom 
and your disease will be diagnosed 
free by spirit power. 1

Mrs. Dr Dobson-Barker, 
Box 132, San Jose, Cal.

MEDIUnSHIP
— by —

PROF. J. S. LOVELAND.

Price, 25 cts. Postage Paid.

AN ESSAY
---- ON —

This is a new work, written ex- 1 
pressly for the Light of Truth d 
Library. It needs no further a 
commendation than the au- < 
thor’s name.

For Sale at This Office.

HOW IS THIS?»
By Spirit Power I diagnose your case 
and inform you how to become Healthy 
and Strong. Address

B. F. POOLE, Clinton;rlowa.

/. TRUMPETS
ALUMINUM. TRUMPETS in two and three 

Rectiona, 36 inches high—magnetized when 
desired—SI.50 on receipt of price. Address W. 

A. MURRAY, 107 E. Sixth St..Newport, Ky.


