


THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

Of the National Spiritualists’ Association of the United States of

America and D

Report of the President, Harrison D
Barrett, for the Year Ending Oc-
tober 18, S. E. 51—Excerpt.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Con-
vention—The past year has been one

of struggle for liberty in many sec-
tions of the globe. England has fought
a great battle against compulsory vac-
cination, and the people have tri-
umphed in the contest. They are now
no longer compelled to submit to the
poisoning of their blood through the
introduction of vaccine virus into their
veins, unless they choose to do so. It
gives me great pleasure to be able to
report that the man who led in this
good work, Mr. William Tebb, is one
of the leading Spiritualists in England.
I recommend that this convention take
steps toward placing our American
states on the same broad basis now
occupied by England.

In  America attempts have been
made to deprive the people of their
liberties through stringent amend-
ments to existing medical monopoly
laws. In some states the people lost,
while in others they were signally suc-
cessful in the struggle. In Massachu-
setts the battle was long and fierce.
The cause of the people was cham-
pioned by the Spiritualists and liber-
alists of all denominations, and a
Spiritualist led the battle before the
state legislature.

The year just closed has been a re-
markable one in respect to religion.
The advanced utterances of Rev. B.
Fay Mills, Rev. Lyman Abbott, and
Rev. R. Heber Newton have been
taken up by the secular press, com-
mented upon, and sent broadcast over
the land. Professors Briggs and Mc-
Giffert have stirred the Presbyterian
body from center to circumference by
boldly proclaiming their acceptance of
other' forms of faith. Other scholars
in that body have had occasion to
guestion the historical and scientific
accuracy of the Bible, the result of
which has been or will be trials for
heresy of many of the brightest schol-
ars in orthodoxy. This persecution of
progressive men will surely result fa-
vorably to the cause of liberalism in
religion. In fact, this is already ap-
parent, when such men as Rev. Dr.
De Costa of New York feel constrained
to bewail the fact that the American
people are not as religious as they
once were, and that fifty millions and
more now have no church home, |
hail all of these evidences as signs of
promise in the sky of progress.

One great sensation was caused a
few months ago by the publication of
the report of Prof. Hodgson of the
English Psychical Research society, in
which he frankly admits his conver-
sion to Spiritualism. This statement
of Prof. Hodgson was commented upon
by the secular press all over the globe,
and his declaration in favor of Spir-
itualism has had a marked effect for
good upon the public mind. It has
not only strengthened Spiritualism,
but it has created a new interest in
psychical research, and led both ma-
terialists and Christians to take a
deeper interest in psychic science.
It is also in point here to state
that Prof. William James of Harvard,
Instructor in psychology in that great
university, devotes one-third of his
forty-five lectures upon psychology to
spiritual phenomena. Some of the
professors in other universities in the
United States have, during the past
year, also taken up this subject and
devoted from one-third to one-half of
their time to Spiritualistic phenomena

ominion of Canada.

. in their relation to the science of psy-
chology.

Another notable event of the past
year has been the elevation of Prof.
Sir William Crookes toghe presidency
of the British Association of Sciences.
Prof. Crooses’ position with regard to
Spiritualism was well known, yet his
opinions upon that subject did not
prevent his unanimous election. He
did not, after his election, keep silent
with regard to his convictions, but
said, “l elect to speak,” and boldly
proclaimed his adherence to his pub-
lished opinions of four and tweny
years ago. With a pronounced Spirit-
ualist at the head of that great society
bur cause throughout the world can
not fail to be benefited thereby. Many

spectfully recommend that this asso-
ciation place itself on record as favor-
ing the adoption of this policy, and
urge all local societies to give it a trial.

Another cause for the degeneracy of
our local'societies can be found in the
indifference of the officers and mem-
bers of the same as to their ability,
character and standing of those whom
they employ as speakers and mediums.
I believe we should urge the people
today to consider the quality as well
as the quantity of phenomena of all
kinds presented in the name of Spir-
itualism. As speakers we should have
men and women capable of instructing
the people, whose work should be such
as to uplift humanity, and not to grat-
ify the curiosity or flatter the vanity
of a few. Today many of our local
societies pander to the idea that the
people in attendance want amusement
rather than instruction, and enter-
tainment rather than spiritual illumi-
nation. W.ith such a spirit in the as-
cendancy, it is not strange that tables
upon the platforms of a large number
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other distinguished men, as well as
some of the most eminent women in
our land, have also come to the front,
frankly admitting their conversion to
the truths of Spiritualism. | congrat-
ulate you upon these signs of promise,
and recommend that your honorable
body take steps toward an alignment
with these eminent thinkers who are
now championing our cause.
Another measure that will help to
revive local societies is the settlement
of speakers. | am pleased to be able
to report progress in this direction
during the past year. Washington, D.
C., Columbus, 0., St. Louis, Mo., Fort
Worth, Tex., Brooklyn, N. Y., Galves-
ton, Houston and San Antonio, Tex.,
First Association, Philadelphia, Pa.,
and a few societies in California have
settled their speakers for a term of
months or a full year. By this method
Spiritualism can exert some influence
in each locality, whereas the itinerant
system destroys every atom of good
that is accomplished from month to
month. | am glad to note the change
in the instances mentioned, and | re-

of Spiritualist societies resemble a
pawnbroker’s shop rather than an ar-
ticle for use and ornamentation. With
settled speakers this glaring fault
can be overcome,and our Spiritualist
meetings restored to their pristine
dignity and power. Psychometry is
a science, and deserves better treat-
ment than it receives at the hands of
the average showman, who uses it as
a means to fill his pockets with cash
at the expense of his victims.

The question of fraud and chicanery
has been constantly before the people
during the past year, and their preva-
lence has been so great as to have
caused feelings of despair to sweep
over our ablest workers. It is most
discouraging to realize that men and
women of intelligence prefer the shad-
ows of Spiritualism to its substance;
yet their blind worship of all kinds of
phenomena, even when such are
proved to be spurious, is dishearten-
ing.

Directly allied with the fraud ques-
tion is one the delicacy of which is so
great as to give me many misgivings

as to the best methods o!

wW<«<tv..

it, or even of discussing «feite

that this convention shoo‘d P
word to say upon the ques
who should occupy the n

on— tou

Spiritualism. We cry g,
fraud, and denounce o nterfeit:-
most vigorously, yet will pla«’
the public those whose moral af-
ters are at least open to suspicion,
do not believe in denouncing trsn*,
lent mediums unless we also deno-jr?
fraud among speakers.

The officers of the N. S. A. have

been idle during the past tweln
months, although there has been 1U

missionary work done than in any pte.

vious year. Several very success!.:

mass meetings have been held tro®

which good returns have been

to our treasury. Quite a number o

societies have chartered with the na-
tional body, but | regret to say the
number is much smaller than it has
been in any year in the history of the
N. S. A. | attribute this falling cj
to the absence of missionary work in
its behalf. Speakers and platform
workers have called upon us for aid
in securing half-rates over the several
lines of railroad, all of whom, when
found to be entitled to the same, had
no trouble in having their claims al-
lowed.

Pursuant to the instructions of the
two last annual conventions, each
time by a unanimous vote, the semi-
centennial anniversary of the advent
of Modern Spiritualism was celebrated
at Rochester, N. Y., in the form of an
international jubilee. The manage-
ment of this great enterprise had
been committed, under instructions of
the board of trustees, to Mr. Frank
Walker, of Hamburg, N. Y.

The idea of a jubilee celebration was
first broached to me about two and a
half years ago by our honored vice
president, at the home of a mutual
friend or hers and mine in Chicago.
Her suggestions met my full and en-
thusiastic approval, and | took pains
to embody them in an elaborated form
in my report for the year 189%. At the
time of its inception everything was
auspicious for a grandly successful
celebration. The presidential election
was about over, the money question
was to be rightly settled, and the na-
tion was to enter upon an era of pros-

perity unequalled in history. Such
was the roseate picture presented to
the minds of the friends of the jubilee.
It was thought if such was the case
ten to twenty thousand Spiritualists
would assemble at Rochester to cele-
brate the birth of our great movement
But the promises of 1896 were not ful-
filled; the election gave the nation no
financial relief, but rather increased
the burdens of the people in that di-
rection. The results of the jubilee are
known to you all. it was a financial
failure, and threw a great burden upon
the shoulders of the general manager.

Spiritually and educationally the
Rochester jubilee was one of the
grandest successes that ever came to
Spiritualism. The speakers and medi-
ums in attendance never did better,
and their utterances found their way
into the columns of the secular press
in Rochester, and through the Amer-
ican and United Press associations
into the columns of thousands of pa-
pers throughout the nation.

The deficit, out side of the salary of
the general manager, at the close
of the jubilee, was about three
thousand dollars, one thousand of
which has been paid to Mr. Walker
through donations from individual
Spiritualists. Three hundred and
twenty dollars of this sum passed
through my hands, for which I hold
Mr. Walker’s receipts. Two thousand
dollars in round numbers remain un-
paid. It is possible, perhaps, under
Mr. Walker’s contract, that this asso-
ciation is not legally responsible for



thin debt, Morally | b«llkv<> It hi, hnncn
1 fool that nomo action xbould bo Uik«*n
by uim body of delegate*.

THE BABE WILL.

Ln*t. year | htul occMlon to any »
few word» upon thin Important topic.
It will bo remembered that thl* win
waa being contented by dintnnt r<I
atlvon of mim Babe at the time of our
bint annual convention. | advocated

a vigorous defenne of the will, and a

fund of 1701.05 had boon rained to do

fray the exponaca of the threatened
aulta--at-law. It wun found expedient,
after aeveral connultnilonn with Um

trustee of the will, Mr. Theodore .1

Mayer, to compromise the two miitn

that had been Instituted ngalnnt the

will, giving each of the conteatanta
one-third of the estate, the N. H. A. to
pay the claim of Mra. Emma A. ltlce
for services rendered the late Mra.

Bubo, Thia proposition wan accepted

by a majority of the board of truateca,

and the trustee of the will wan direct-
ed to effect a settlement upon the
terms named. A~ the eatate consisted
chiefly of real estate, It* sale under the
exIHtIng financial depression will noc-
essarlly bo Homewhat delayed. In the
end, however, the national atiuoclallon
will no doubt receive ita chare of the
proceed* of the cHtate. The board of
trustee* voted lo retain the defence
fund of 1704.05, or co much thereof aa
remained In the treacurcr'c handti af-
ter defraying the legal expenuec In-
curred up to the time the compromise
wan effected, ac a special defence fund
for any contented will, or the defence
of the N. H. A, or the righta of tipcak-
ers and medlumn. J feel that thin wan
a wiae action, and recommend that It
receive the approval of thin conven-
tion,

Hplrltuallet campmeetingu have be-
come prominent factor» In the propa-
gnndlcm of our philosophy during the
paat two decade». They have been In-
strumental in bringing the light of
spiritual truth home lo thousand* of
people, and have led Horne of them to
take an active Interact Jn local society
work upon their return homo. '*There
are now beween 55 and (J0 of theca
camps in the United States, all of
whom can be made auxiliaries to the
N. 8. A. if the right steps are taken.

STATE ASSOCIATIONS.

Thia important brunch of our work
haa not been neglected during the pant
year. The great muss mealing in Chi-
cago In February lust brought the
Spiritualists of Illinois together, and
led them to form a strong working
alate association with a live, progres-
slve corps of ofllcere. Through the de-
voted effort» of Dr. J, N. and Mrs. Ella
Gibson Magoon, splendid organic work
was done in Minnesota, and a line
state association wns Incorporated
there. The state of Washington ban
also swung into line, and records Itself
on the side of liberty and union. Thosel
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nopoly upon thMr »tatoUi books* »1-
mowt every state has lawn or r<-rula-
tlonn of nomty kind favoring comoul-
nory valiclnation; over 40 »tales sn-
dorse capital punishment, while every
*tHte, save Usllfomla, exempt* by law
all church and sectarian school prop-
erly from taxation. Clan* legislation
Is running mad In tho hall* of con-
gress and in the state legislature*.
These are crying llIs, and demand and
should receive the considerate atten-
tion of this convention. | recommend
that this honorable body speak with
no uncertain sound with respect to all
these questions. | urge that declara-
tions in favor of a secular government
for state and nation be made to the
world In order that the Hplrltuallsts
of American may not be misunder-
stood. Let us unite our forces to keep
an orthodox God out of the constitu-
tion of the United State*, and to se-
cure the equal and uniform taxation
of nearly three billions of dollars
worth of church and sectarian school
property. | feel that this association

JXIDGE A. 1L

should not hesitate to speak upon all
questions relating to human progress
upon the skle of right and justice.

SUI-IOO0LS.

three associations at once chartered
with the N. 8. A., and brought It no
little support.

ORDINATION.

Very little has been said upon this
subject during the year. It hue been
dealt with by a few local societies and
one or two stale associations to a lim-
ited extent, but the appearance of the
disease has been sporadic, and not nt
all dangerous.

REFORM WORK.

During the past year this associa-
tion has endeavored to range itsolf In
line with all reforms for the benefit
of the mosses. It has spoken repeat-
edly upon tho question of medical free-
dom, compulsory vaccination, capital
punishment, unjust taxation and all
forms of class legislation. Those is-
sues are now before the people; 42
states have laws favoring medical mo-

I called your attention to this Im-
portant subject last year, and urged
that hearty encouragement bo given
to tho Spiritualist Training School at
Mantua, Ohio, under the management
of Moses Hull and A. J. Weaver, as
well as to the Belvidere Seminary at
Belvidere, N. J., under the tuition of
Miss Belle Bush. | respectfully repeat
that recommendation at this point. |
feel that the establishment and main-
tenance of schools should bo one of
the main objects of the N. 8. A. It is
true there are many schools In this
country, but those that deal with the
soul side of man's nature are conspic-
uous by their absence. Attempts have

beon made to establish schools of spir-
itual philosophy In the past, and In
some Instances endowments of thou-
sands of dollars wore in sight to sup-
port them. Owing to the opposition of
a few who were believers in extreme

he

heart? moral support of the N.

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES.
The I**t annual convention referred

he matter of a declaration of princi-
ple* to the board of trustee*. with In-
mtroctlon* to ascertain the wishes of
the Hplrltuallata of the nation through
an i'xU*nRlve correspondence, to the end

j-'resideni t

KHOQ| by | , whose main
Dbject »ball be to bring out the bigb-
Mt ) v aliitinmen*
»hip for the benefit of the race. If a
moverment is made In i» dllreetion
In a busineiss-llkie way: I belleve It will
lead in the near future to the erection
and endowment of an inalitiutlon of
thl> kind. | urge Ibi matter upon
your attention# Imd hot You will dis-
CUM it at hiingth, then take suesh action
as In your judgment seems proper.

Il has been suggested to me by sev-
eral of the most loyal friends of the
N. H. A., among whom may be men-

DAILEY, VICE-PRESIDENT N. 8. A,

tloned Dr. W. W. Hicks and Dr.
George A. Fuller that an Amer-
ican quarterly magazine, devoted to
psychic and occult science, is one
of the great needs of the hour. It
should cover a wider field of thought
than that formerly traversed by W. T.
Stead’s Borderland, and represent the
most advanced phases of spiritual and
reformatory thought. The suspension
of Borderland, recently followed by
the great American magazine Arena"
leaves this field open for a quarterly
of this kind.
The National Young People's Spir-
itualists’ Union was formally organ-
ized at the Rochester jubilee and com-
pleted its work at Lily Dale, N. Y,
Aug. 10th ult. It has a goodly number
of names upon its roll of membership,
and is designed to Interest young Spir-
itualists of adult ago In the philoso-
phy and religion of Spiritualism. Its
officers will present Its claims for your
consideration during this convention.
| bespeak for them your careful atten-
tion, and recommend that this new
branch of Spiritualistic work be given

hat a broadly comprehensive Htate-

rnent of the principle* of Spiritualism
might be published lo the world. This
question was agitated to Home extent,
and action taken b
Rochester jubilee, from whic
hear later.
the nature of the replies to the letters
of Inquiry sent out from headquarters,
upon thl* point, but I have personally

the people at the
you will
| am not Informed aa to

reached a number of people, whose

opinions | have published from week
to week In the columns of the Banner

of Light, while many other* have spo-
ken through the other Spiritualist pa-
per* upon the same subject. The con-
scdhum Of opinion Is that some form
of a declaration of principle* should
be made, and from the many sugges-
tions offered upon thl* topic you will
be asked to «elect Homething that will

express In plain terms the basic truths
of Spiritualism.

I respectfully recommend the follow-
ing for your consideration: Spiritual-
ism stand* for (a) a Universal Princi-
ple of Life; (b) Trudi, the revelator
of that Life, and the gleaner of wis-
dom; (c) Immortality, the divine In-
heritance of the race; (d) Eternal
Progression, the sublime destiny of
rnan; (e) Spirit-return, a demonstrat-
ed fact in nature; (f) Sympathy, the
principle that unifies the race on
earth; (g) Love, the lever by which
men are lifted cut of sin and ignor-
ance, and higher and holier conditions
brought In among men. This is the
declaration | once made In an impor-
tant case in this city some year* ago.
It stood the test then, and | see no
reason why it should not do so again.

In reviewing the work of the year
It is well to note the fact that the N.
S. A, has grown upon the attention of
the people more than It has In any
period of Its history. The need of a
strong central organization for busi-
ness purposes, as well as a psychic
centre, has become apparent to every
truly progressive Spiritualist. There
has sprung up a laudable desire to
remedy the defects now existing in the
machinery of the N. S. A, as well as
a determination to make it the serv-
ant of the people. As delegates, It is
your duty to carry out the wishes of
your constituents in these directions.

It will be your duty to instruct your
officials in plain terms, then hold them
In a strict accounting at our next an-
nual conclave.

During the past year several of the
truest friends of Spiritualism, and loy-
al friends of the N. S. A., have taken
their departure to the higher life. On
the 27th of December, 1897, that noble
veteran and true-hearted friend of hu-
manity, Mrs. A. H. Colby-Luther, took
leave of earth and passed to her re-
ward in spirit. On February 8, 1898,
Hon. J. 0. Barrett, reformer and spir-
itual teacher, went home to spirit-
land. J. Henry Brown, Merrill Ryder
and Mrs. Sarah Durham have also
completed their sojourns on earth dur-
ing the past 12 months. Each and all
of these were true friends to the N. S.
A., and it Is only fitting that their
names should be spoken and memories
honored In a convention of this kind.
I recommend action upon this matter
by you.

This convention will complete five
years of service for me as your presi-
dent. I have tried to do my full duty by
the association, and faithfully sought
to repay trust with trust. That | have
made many mistakes, | freely admit,
but | have honestly endeavored to rec-
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Dailey took the place of Mrs. Rich-
mond, who received box six votes for
the post of vice president. Mr. Mayer

$ Lify them wh«n«ver | haT«? L«- — -r*.
them. 1 com« aow to Uxe clo*e of m»
fifth term of office with the couMJoa*-

MM that | have been loyal to tte of Washington was enthusiastically
cause of co-operation daring !t*
period 1 hare served you- To the well represented on the board of trus-

many friends | have made during that tees. Mr. A. F. Brown (Texas), Mr. D.
time | return my heartfelt thanas .".* P. Dewey (Michigan), Mr. C. O. Pru-
their uniform kindness and hear des (Minnesota), Mr. E. A. Rice
support  Their word» of encourag-- (Chicago, I11L), and Mr. M. F. Barnard
ment and good cheer remain with tar <Washington) being unanimously
now, and will continue to do so in the elected. It now remains to be seen
future, as compensations for the hard- what the N. St A. as thus re-constituted
ships I have met with in this work. can do for the good of Spiritualism.
Words fail to express my pititud« If the new trtuscees are workers and
to you for the honors you hate heaped the president finds them work to do
upon me during the past five years. and does not undertake too much him-
Want, hunger and privation, as well self; if the secretary attends to the of-
as mental agony, have been mine dur- fice work and keeps the records and
ing a portion of that time. But the accounts in a businesslike manner; if
law of compensation has brought me a thorough system is adopted and car-
many returns for those ills, and the ried out, then confidence may be re-
loyal friendships, the words of kindly stored and good work for Spiritualism
= encouragement and practical aid are be accomplished, a result which the
cherished, memories in the arcana ci writer most ardently anticipates. A
my memory. | feel again to thank you conciliatory and reformatory spirit has
for your courtesy and good will, also been shown. Western societies will
for your kindly forbearance in listen- now, ft is to be hoped, take .up the
ing to my lengthy paper today. work and strengthen the N. S. A. Now
AU of which is respectfully submit- that the machine has been mended let
ted, it be well and wisely worked.—Cor.

HARRISON D. BARRETT.
President National Spiritualists® As-
sociation of the U. S. A. and Domin-
ion of Canada.

RESOLUTIONS
Adopted by the N. S. A.

Report of the committee on resolu-
tions is as follows:

We, as Spiritualists, do not believe
in a creed to be used as a test of fel-
lowship, but the following is a declara-
tion of principles most commonly ac-
cepted by us:

Resolved, That Spiritualism rests on
science, and has scientifically demon-
strated the following facts:

L That there is an objective spirit
world of varying grades, enveloping
the earth, which is tangible and real
to those living in that world, as the
earth is to us.

MENDING THE MACHINE.

The much discussed convention of
the N. S. A. has come and gone. The
delegates were fewer than previously.
The “proxies” were few and legiti-
mately employed. There was less
“wire pulling” than was expected, al-
though. the ardent supporters of one
or two individuals were especially act-
ive, The delegates were in earnest
and evidently bent upon reform. The
president’'s report was very lengthy
and covered the whole ground, one or
two of his recommendations occasion-
ing some agreeable surprise. The sec- 2. That ft is peopled with men, wom-
retary’s report was not a business like en and children who previously were
one and the committee to whom it inhabitants of this world.
was relegated treated it sarcastically 3. That there are laws in nature,

—their report was recommitted and which, when understood, enable those
amended. A number of resolutions people to hold communion with those
were adopted, some “pious,” some still in the flesh.
practical. The most important being 4. That so-called death marks no
"that the presidential office shall be a change whatever upon individual char-
non-salaried one, payment for time acter, but that one enters the spirit
actually spent in the service of the world, in the spirit body, as absolutely
association to be made at the rate of the same person in ail respects that
five dollars per day.” The salary of he was here.
the secretary was reduced to |900 and 5. That the full and mo3t important
economy is to be enforced in the head- consequences of earth life are not and
quarters in every way consistent with can not be experienced on earth:
efficient work. Printing expenses are hence, without knowledge revealed
to be cut down and the “Report of the from the future world, one knows not
convention” is to be printed and issued and can not know fully how he ought
at as cheap a rate as possible—only to live, nor the (truths he ought to
2,000 copies being printed. Funds teach while here.
were forthcoming about as well as 6. That in the spirit world the way
could be expected. The most impor- is open for each one to advance in the
tant change, one which is likely to scale of life in proportion as he dis-
lead to the most beneficial results, was covers and obeys the laws of soul
the adoption of the amendment to growth.
make the convention movable—Chi- 7. Spirits uniformly testify that
cago being chosen as the locale for their future condition would have been
the next Proxy voting was practi- greatly improved had they investigat-
cally abolished and societies wishing ed and understood before leaving the
to share in the business must contrib- earth, the fact and principles of spirit
ute their dues or a collection, other- return.
wise they will have no right to seat 8. That on the question of who,
delegates either on their charter or on what or where God is, Spiritualism
their membership. The convention gives us no absolute, final and demon-
voted by an overwhelming majority strated knowledge but leaves it for
in favor of “open voting” and abolish- each one to determine, by the light of
ing the nomination committee. The his own understanding. It is no part
voting on the secretaryship was close, of Spiritualism to dogmatize, or state
only two votes dividing the candidates, theories, but simply to state demon-
Mrs. Longley being successful. Mr. strated facts.
Woodbury, though defeated, was not 9. Resolved, That Spiritualism as a
disgraced on such a poll. fact does not depend on organized so-
Mr. Barrett was chosen again as cieties, ordained ministers, or concert
president. Many expressed the opin-  of action by its adherents; but is a fact
ion that under all the circumstances in nature, and has been forced into
it was the best thing to do this year—  recognition by the unfolding of the
but it was genera“y felt that a Change human race, and we recognize Organ-
would be desirable next year. Judge jzation as only the directing and ad-

justing of the force of spirit power
along lies of human development and
usefulness.

10. Resolved, That inasmuch as the
spiritual philosophy covers all human
action, therefore, we are in favor of
all reforms along either temporal or
spiritual lines, believing that a wrong
done to one is an injury to all.

IL Resolved, We are unqualifiedly
opposed to the effort that has been
made, all too successfully in some
states, of enacting so-called medical
laws of the dictation of the medical
fraternity.

Resolved. We will resist to the ut-
most ail attempts of religious bigots,
of whatever name, to engraft their
God upon the constitution of the Unit-
ed States.

Resolved, We are opposed to all
Sunday laws that are based on the
idea that it is God’s holy day. We are
in favor of taxing churc-h property.

Resolved, We extend our cordial
sympathy and co-operation to the
struggling masses of other countries
as well as our own, in their efforts to
achieve larger liberty, a better chance
to earn an honest living, thereby tc
better their condition socially, moral-
ly and physically.

12. Resolved, That we earnestly rec-
ommend the yearly engagement of
speakers, together with the construc-
ts n of fitting temples or edifices, to
be used exclusively in connection with
and for the.benefit of Spiritualism.

13. Resolved, That we endorse the
First Spiritualist Training School, in-
corporated July 4, 1897, under the laws
of the state of Ohio, and all other ef-
forts, wherever made, to encourage
a higher standard of education in our
ranks and especially among our me-
diums, writers and speakers.

14. Resolved, That we earnestly rec-
ommend the establishment of lyceums
in all local societies.

15. Resolved, That we endorse the
Veteran Spiritualist Union and all
other similar and praiseworthy efforts
to assist the aged, sick and worn-out
workers who are needy.

16. Resolved, That we believe all
Spiritualists throughout the country
should organize into local societies;
that all local societies should organize
into state associations, and that all
state associations should join the Na-
tional Association.

17. Resolved, That we discounte-
nance the use of tobacco, opium and
all similar articles which are deleter-
ious to human welfare, and especially
do condemn the use of strong drink
as a beverage, and the saloon as a
breeding place of a swarm of evils,
and that we support all feasible and
practical movements for their suppres-
sion.

18. Whereas, the interests of Spirit-
ualism are vitally connected with pri-
vate family circles; and

Whereas, the value and safety of
such circles depend largely upon an
intelligent understanding of the laws
and principles of spirit control and
medinmistic development, therefore,

Resolved, That this National Asso-
ciation earnestly urge upon all Spir-
itualists families the organization of
family circles in their own homes.

19. Resolved, That we believe in the
equality of man and woman in all de-
partments of life without exception—
social, educational, financial, political
and religious.

20. Resolved, That we are in hearty
sympathy with the objects and work
of the Psychical Research Society, and
we rejoice that through its instrumen-
tality Dr. Richard Hodgson has be-
come convinced of spirit communion,
and we recommend a committee be ap-
pointed to consult with the president
or secretary of the research society,
looking towards a closer union of the
two bodies.

Whereas, We hail with joy the rising

sentiment in favor of the 1

peace and brotherhood betven natk/
as well as between indiT—u

welcome every sign pointing in iu.
direction; therefore.
Resolved, That our secretary be e-
structed to send the following to
Czar of all the Russias:
To His Majesty Nicholas Il. the Czar
of all the Russias:
The National Association of Spirit-
ualists of the United States of Aeer..
ca and Dominion of Canada, in con-
vention assembled at Washington, p
C., U. S. A, extend to your majesty
their hearty gratitude and sympathy
for proposing the gradual disarma-
ment of the great military powers of
the world.
May it be acceptable to the people
of the earth as it is acceptable to
in the higher spheres.
Resolved, We hold that mediumship
is the bedrock of our spiritual temple,
and all attacks made upon our gen-
uine mediums strike at the very foun-
dation of our philosophy; at the same
time, we denounce, in the strongest
terms possible, all attempts to deceive
the public by simulating the various
forms of genuine spirit manifestation,
either by those who have more or less
of psychical power, or by those who
are simply fakirs, fortune tellers, and
persons lacking moral principle that
should govern human actions—and we
pledge ourselves to do all in our power
to eliminate the fraudulent and pre-
tended mediumship from our ranks.
Resolved, That the ordaining of min-
isters of the gospel of Spiritualism be
left to the state organizations, where
they exist, and elsewhere to chartered
societies of he N. S. A.; that extreme
caution, be used by such societies in
granting ordination papers; and fur-
ther, that on the proper proof that
any persons who have already been or-
dained and registered in the N. S. A
headquarters have, by their conduct,
disgraced their high calling, such per-
sons’ ordination papers be revoked.
Resolved, That we extend our hearty
thanks to the secular press of this
city and*the nation, also the Spiritual
press, which have so generously given
their aid and encouragement in the
work of organization, for reporting
our meetings freely without prejudice
or malice.
E. W. BOND, Chairman;
HELEN PALMER RUSSEGUE,
A. J. WEAVER,
ELIZABETH F. KURTH,
D. P. DEWEY, Committee.

REFLECTED BY THE » ASHING-

TON STAR.

Officers Arraigned and Defended—
Some Mistakes But No
Harm Meant.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19.

The Spiritualistic convention met
again this morning at Masonic Tem-
ple. There were several stormy scenes
but the one immediately following the
reading of the report which criticised
the annual report of the secretary was
perhaps the most violent.

It was evident they were all down
on the secretary. He occupied a posi-
tion near the stage with an open trunk
before him, from which he occasional-
ly lifted a big book. But during the
reading of the report which criticised
him he sat with folded arms, rocking
back and forth.

Mrs. Pepper took the floor just as
the reading clerk finished the report
Mrs. Pepper was evidently mad. She
said she was ashamed of the commit-
tee that would make such a report.
There was eternal justice in every
soul, she said, but the report she had
just listened to was devoid of every-
thing that smacked of justice. The re-
port should be recommitted. Others



thought so, and upon motion the re-

port was sent back to the committee

When the convention opened th'»

morning Mrs. Cadwallader of Phila-
delphia, one of the leading Hpiritaai-
ists of the country, wu po*ae*»ed of
numerous resolutions and suggetior.»
looking to the betterment of the order
She started the ball rolling by pre-
senting an inquiry from a society in
Philadelphia asking why its charter
h«d not been promptly received. The
society wanted to know why It had
been subjected to such treatment. This
inquiry brought out a deal of talk. Sec-
retary Woodbury denied any designed
slight, and said it must be the fault
of the mails. He had received several
such complaints, and his inference was
that they had miscarried, since he
was certain they had been promptly
mailed. He said in conclusion that he
could not conduct his office as a Spir-
itualistic medium and trace these lost
charters.

Mrs. Cadwallader said something
should be done to insure the safe de-

livery of such important documents,
and thought the association was In
doty bound to look carefully into the
matter and trace these lost packages.
She accordingly offered a resolution
appointing a committee to visit the
dead letter office and see if any trace
of the missing documents could be
discovered. Also that in future gaJ|
such documents be sent by registered
mail. The association voted down the
first part of the resolution, but accept-
ed the latter, and then, upon the lady’'s
motion, directed the secretary to visit
the dead letter office and search for
the missing documents.

After the announcement cf commit-
tees the chair called attention to the
fact that at this, meeting new officers
would be elected. Last year he was
criticised for the method of making
mominations. and he now proposed a
new plan. Each delegation was to
bold a caucus and decide upon one
person who should meet with like per-
sons from other delegations and make
the nominations.

Thi3 did not exactly suit Mr. Locke,
who declared there should be nothing
done on the floor of the convention un-
ion it was open and above beard. He
decried the nominating plan, and said
if it were a political convention he
could pack every meeting so as to
hare his candidate nominated. Nor
did be approve of proxies in the con-
vention. They should all be thrown
oat. He was in favor of making all
nominations on the floor in open ses-
sion.

Mr. E. W. Wallis, the delegate from
-England. asked what protection a Can-
adian society. chartered under the Na-
tiOBal Association, received from a
legal standpoint. This provoked a
great deal of talk without bringing
out the desired reply. It was said fn-
ddestany that the National Associa-
tion would help the Canadian society
financially if is trouble. bat could not
state exactly what its legal status was
under the United States charter.

Then followed a cross-fire between
a number of delegates over a sugges-
tion of Mrs. Cadwallader that all re-
ports should be published in advance

of the regular meeting in order that
the delegates be given an opportunity
of acquainting themselves with them.
Mach time was lost, she said, in read-
ing the reports, and when they were
read the delegates did not have a
chance to properly understand them.
If they were published in advance of
the regular meeting aU would have
as oppiii lusity of understanding them
and. when seated in convention would
be ready to discuss them intelligently.

Mrs. Cadwallader was abiy seccnde-!
in her endearor to expedrte business
by Mrs Barret*, who made a strong

In Its advocacy.

THE UGHT

PLACE OF AMXTAL MEE*

Ifering tks SBorslns sssslaa !
Ject of movlsg tka place
»eeNins waa fr iii j Jt
resented that, under the an
poratkxj, it vemM

tile BtehKIIH

Mayer said he Imkad

mP and consulted a piumli

vho gave Jt ae bla optnioa

as the saeocljfion kept its

tsrs here it could mil the pM

annual merlij whenever it elects
The ssuotlifjoil then sealed

Thomas J. Wheeler of

ltualiitdc ebnreb of
delegate. His eredei
lost.

After this came th* read'eg of
report of the committee appo
examine the secretary's report,
morning seaaio* ended when
eident closed.

SESSION LAST EVEXTNC

The evening session of the Spiritual-
ist convention last night was not well
attended, owing to the inclement
weather. After the rendition of sev-
eral hymns Mr. E. W. Wallis of Man-
chester. England, spoke of the influ-
ence of the faith in England. His re-
marks were intently listened to, and
when be concluded he was rapturously
applauded. Mrs. Rachel Walcott of
Baltimore spoke of the devlopmeé&t of
Spiritualism, and declared she saw
angei hands and heard angel voices
urging her to redouble her efforts for
the cause. Mr. George A. Bacon of
Washington, D. C., read a reply to the
criticisms of the association, and took
occasion to defend the officers of the
organization. Other addresaei were
made by Mrs. Clara Field Cocant, Or.
W. A. Croffut, Dr. C. W. Hidden, Mrn.
Tillie U. Reynolds and Dr. J. If. Pee-
bles. During the evening tests were
performed by F. H. Royxe and F. A.
Wiggin, who delivered messages from

departed souls to
friexds in the Kkali.

aitME

FICXISGS

Tt* convention adopted a rmotattsu

tkaaktag the czar for hie proposal of
gradual diagrammisi of ths military
powers of the earth.

The Deeiaratlcm of Pnaetptea u re-

ported. the Jubilee iMelaratloes, sad

also California Declaration, with the
'.rare»*ione of Presider.t Barrett were

laid on the table for action at the | tri

convention.

National Spiri ualists* assoeiation,
said jubilee to be held in the city of
Rochester, in the state of New York-
during all of the first eight daz» of
the month (A Jur.e, A. D, 1

And said second party is hereby em-
powered to solieit and collect a special
fund to defray the expenses of said
jubilee; to disburse the raid fund;
and to make all contracts and ar-
rangements for said jubilee, provided,
however ail such disburseuMOts, con-
tracts and arrangements shall be
jBvmijptly reported to the board of
trustees of said first party and subject
to the approrral of said board or a
committee thereof and provided far-
ther, that, said first party shall not be
made resporaible for any expense
eonneeted with mid jubilee beyond the
said rporfal fund.

It is further agreed that «aid second
party shall be allowed hte personal
expenses from raid fund urMle actually
engaged in work under this contract,
and fn addtttea thereto for his per-
sonal ezrrieeg fe full the sum of two

OBITUARY.

t>crze W. Parkison, president of
the |IEdfaua Awxiation of Spiritual-
ista, paaaed to spirit life fcturtay.
Get 224. The deceased had teen a hs-
liever in Spiritualism for many yean,
was ermnected with the founding of
the Chesterfieid camp, and occupied
the office of presidest sfece the death

Dr. Westeribtld. Mr. Parkfem was

75 years old, a wealthy farmer and up-
right eftizen, which was attested by
the large atteudanee at his fonerai. A
precession of vehicles two mites fe
length followed Us remains to the

grave, which were bnried according to

the rites of the Odd Fellowa Mrs.

Pfuntner gave the funeral address at
the hoose

Atout three weeks before Us demise
Mr. Parklson fraettired an ankle, bat
had improved so rapidly was able to
he %-z** He had been walking around
the rotM, went to his bed, sat Avon

the ride, threw up bis hands and
expired.

Mr. P. B. Mfilspaagh, Aticrva
Ind., fini vice president, wfl! act as
President of the Indiana Amoelatfcn

fritualirta,
FLORA HARDBI, <.

Anderson, lad.

MEMORIAL
TO THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY GF
MODERN «PIRITTAUf.it.

v *fe T.'rv of Truth Aftwn. ft ewtslss

2rr- half two. It » -z.-nd Is dork.
T** wv»r—stiver »id pl!'4 It
* 9Vfsr*4 eu rte tew urn* pepar. Gsty
» Rmfred iTT f<w ««> none wiedag
**w -n- -z.-t'-i tie» at firm price—O;
Feldra». X «esta



A the light of truth.

- FREE SPEECH AND FREE PRESS.
By Percy Bysshe Shelley.
A Letter to Lord Ellanborough, Occasioned by a Sentence I'n»»ed by
Him Upon J. D. Baton for I*ubli*hing Part Third of
Flint's “*Age of Heaton*! About
the Year i8*3,

[Dedicated to Judge IxM-bran, 11. 8 cism. Tbs truths of astronomy dem-
Circuit Court of Minnesota.) onstrated by Newton hove superseded
astrology; sines the modem discov-
To Lord Bllanborouih- My l.ord: eries in chemistry, the philosopher’s
As the station to which you havn been stone has no longer boon deemed ob-
railed by your country la important, tainable. Miracles of every kind have
Ki much th« mor« nwful 1« your re- become rare in proportion to the hid-
sponsibility; so much the more dore den principles which those who study
It become you to wstch lest you Inail nature have developed. That which
yertently punish the virtuous and re- Is false will ultimately ho controverted
ward the vicious. by Its own falsehood. That which 1b
You preside over a court which Is true needs but publicly to bo acknowl-

Instituted for the suppression of edged. . .,
crime, and to whose authority th« peo- Wherefore, | repeat, is Mr. Eaton
ple submit, on no other conditions than  punished? Because ho Is a Deist, And
that Its decrees should ba conformable  what are you, my lord- A Christian.
to justice. Ha, then! the mask hns fallen off. You
If It should bo demonstrated that persecute him because hls faith dif-
a judge had condemned an Innocent fers from yours. You copy the perse-
man, the bare existence of laws In cutors of Christianity in your nations,
conformity to which the accused is and are an additional proof that your
punished would but little oxtenunta religion is as bloody, barbarous and
hls offense. The inquisitor, when ho tntolorapt ns theirs. If some Delstloal
burns an obstinate heretic, may sat bigot In power (supposing such a char-
up a similar plea; yet few are suf- acter for the sako of illustration)
ficiently blinded by intolerance to ac- should, in dark and barbarous ages,
knowledge Its validity. It will loss have enacted a statute making the
avail such a judge to assort the policy profession of Christianity criminal, if
of punishing one who has committed you, my lord, were a Christian book-
no crime. Policy and morality ought seller, and Mr. Baton a judge, those
to bo deemed synonymous in a court arguments which you consider ade-
of justice; and he whoso conduct has quate to justify yourself for the sen-
been regulated by the latter principle tence you have passed must likewise
Is not justly amenable to any penal suffice, In the suppositlonary case, to
law for a supposed violation of the justify Mr. Eaton in sentencing you
former. It Is true, my lord, laws ex- to Newgate and the pillory for being

ist which suffice to screen you from
the animadversion of any constituted
power, in consequence of the unmer-
ited sentence which you have passed
upon Mr, Eaton; but there are no
laws which screen you from the re-
proof of a nation’s disgust—none
which ward off the just judgment, of
posterity, if that posterity will deign
to recollect you.

By what right do you punish Mr,

Baton? WIiat but antiquated prece-
dents, gathered from times of priestly
and tyrannical domination, can bo ad-
duced in palliation of an outrage so
insulting to humanity and justice?
Whom has ho injured? What crime
has he committed? Wherefore may
ho not walk abroad like other men,
and follow his accustomed pursuits?
What end Is proposed in confining,
this man , charged with the commis-
sion of no dishonorable action?
Wherefore did Ills aggressor avail
himself of popular prejudice, and re-
turn no answer but one of common-
place contempt to a defense of plain
and simple sincerity? Lastly, when
the prejudices of the jury, as Chris-
tians, were strongly and unfairly in-
flamed against this injured man, ns a
Deist, wherefore did not you, my lord,
check such unconstitutional pleading,
and desire the Jury to pronounce the
accused innocent or criminal without
reference to the particular faith which
he professed?

In the name of justice, what an-
swer Is there to these questions? The
answer which Heathen Athens made’
to Socrates is the same with which
Christian England must attempt to
silence the advocates of this injured
man: "He has questioned established
opinions." Alas! the crime of Inquiry
Is one which religion has never for-
given. Implicit faith and fearless in-
qulry have in all ages been Irrecon-
cilable enemies. Unrestrained philos-
ophy has In every ago opposed Itself
to the reveries of credulity and fanati-

a Christian. Whence is any right de-
rived, but that which power confers,
for persecution? Do yon think to con-
vert Mr. Eaton to your religion by
embittering hls existence? You might
force him by torture to profess your
tenets, but ho could not believe them
except you should make them credible,
which perhaps exceeds your power. Do
you think to please the God,you wor-
ship by this exhibition of your zeal?

If so, the demon to whom some na-
tions offer human hecatombs Is less
barbarous than the Deity of civilized
society, , .,

It the law de haaretlco eomburondo
hns not bean formally repealed, I con-
ceive that from the promise hold out
by your lordship’s zeal, wo need not
despair of beholding the flames of
persecution rekindled In Smithfield.
Even now the lash that drove Des-
cartes and Voltaire from their native
country, the chains which bound Gal-
ileo, the flames which burn Vnninl,
again resound, , , , Does the Christian
God, whom hls followers eulogize as
the Deity of humility and peace—ho,
the regenerator of the world, the mock
reformer—authorize one man to rise
against another, and, because Motors
are nt his bock, to chain and torture
him ns an Infidel?

When the apostles went abroad to
convert the nations, wore they On-
joined to stab and poison all who dis-
believed the divinity of Christ’'s mis-
sion? Assuredly thoy would have
bean no more Justifiable In this case
than he is at present who puts Into
execution the law which Inflicts pil-
lory and imprisonment on a Deist,

Has not Mr, Eaton an equal right
to call your lordship an Infldel ns you
have to Imprison him for promulgat-
ing a different doctrine from that
which you profess? What do | say!
Hns he not oven a stronger plea? The
word Infldel can only moan anything
when applied to a person who pro-
fesses that which he disbelieves, Ths

teat of truth la an undivided reliance
on Its Inclusive powers; tho teat of
conscious falsehood is the variety of
the forms under which it presents it-
self. end its tendency towards employ-
ing whatever coercive means may ba
within Its command, in order to pro-
cure the admission of what Is unsus-
ceptible of support from reason or
persuasion. ¢ ¢

| hesitate not to affirm that the opin-
ions which Mr, Eaton sustained, when
undergoing that mockery of a trial
nt which your lordship presided, ap-
pear to mo more true and good than
those of his accuser; but, wore they
false as the visions of a Calvinist., It
still would bo tho duty of those who
love liberty and virtue to raise their
voice Indignantly agninst a reviving
system of persecution—against tho
coercively repressing of any opinion,
which, if false, needs but tho opposi-
tion of truth—which, if true, In spite
of force, must ultimately prevail.

Mr. Eaton asserted that the Scrip-
tures wore, from beginning to end, a
fable. Ho did so; and tho attorney-
general denied tho proposition which
ho assorted, and asserted that which
ho denied. What singular conclusion
is deducible from this fact? None,
but that the attorney-general and Mr.
Eaton sustained two opposite opln:
ions. Tho attorney general puls Homo
obsolete and tyrannical laws in force
against Mr. Eaton, because he pub-
lishes a hook tending to prove that
certain supernatural events, which are
supposed to have taken placo eighteen
centuries ago, in a remote corner of
tho world, did not actually taka place.
But how is tho truth or falsehood of
the faots in dispute relevant to tho
merit or demerit attachable to the ad-
vocates of the two opinions? No man
is accountable for his ballet, because
no man is capable of direating it. Mr.
Baton is therefore totally blameless.
What are we to think of tho justice
of a sentence which punishes an in-
dividual against whom it is not oven
attempted to attach the slightest stain
of criminality?

It is assorted that Mr, Eaton's opin-
ions are calculated to subvert moral-
ity, How? What moral truth is spo-
ken of with irreverence or ridicule
in the book which bo published? Mor-
ality, or tho duty of a man end a cit-
izen, is founded on the relations which
arise from tho association of human
beings, and which vary with tho cir-
cumstances produced by tho different
states of this association. This duty,
in similar situations, must bo precisely
the same in all ages and nations. The
opinion contrary to this has arisen
from a supposition that the will of
God is tho source of criterion of mor-
ality, It is plain that the utmost ex-
ertion of Omnipotence could not cause

promulgation  but those aflord« b
reason, certainly this coercion —Ju

be eminently Inhuman anil Imtnoru-
and the supposition that any

tion from an unknown power sum
to palliate a persecution so
unprovoked and Indefensibie, h u
once to destroy tho barrier which re*,
son places between vice and virtue
and leave to unprincipled fanaticism
a plea whereby It may excuse every
net of frenzy which its own wild pm.
sions, not the inspiration of Ute Deity,
have engendered.

Moral qualities arc such as only *
human being can possess. To attrib-
ute them to tho spirit of tho universe
or to suppose that It Is capable of si-
taring thorn, Is to degrade God into
man, and to annex to this Incompn-
hensible being qualities incompatible
with any possible definition of hls na-
ture,

It may bo here objeoted: Ought not
the Creator to possess tho perfection*
of tho creature? No. To attribute to
God tho moral qualities of man Is la
suppose him susceptible of passions,
which, arising out of corporeal organ-
ization, It is plain that a puro spirit
can not possosB. . . , But ovan sup-
pose, with tho vulgar, that God is a
venerable old mnn seated on a throne
of clouds, his breast the theater of
various passions, analogous to those
of humanity, his will changeable and
uncertain as that of an earthly king;
still, goodness and justice aro quali-
ties seldom nominally denied him, and

It will bo admitted that he disapproves
of any action incompatible with those
qualities. Persecution for opinion Is
unjust. With what consistency, then,
can tho worshipers of a Deity whoso
benevolence thoy boast embitter the
existence of their follow-being, be-
cause his Ideas of that Deity are dif-
ferent from those which they enter-
tain? Alas there Is no consistency in
those persecutors who worship a be-

nevolent Deity; those who worship a

demon would alone act consonantly
to these principles by imprisoning and
torturing in his name.

Persecution is tho only name appli-
cable to punishment inflicted on an
Individual in consequence of his opin-
ions. What end is persecution de-
signed to answer? Con it convince
him whom it Injures? Can it prove to
the people the falsehood of his opin-
ions? It may malto him a hypocrite,
and them cowards; but bad moans ean
promote no good end. The Unpreju-
diced mind looks with suspicion on a
doctrine that needs the sustaining
hand of power,

Socrates was poisoned because ho
dared to combat tho degrading super-
stitions in which his countrymen were
educated. Not long niter hls death,
Athens recognized the injustice of hls

that, to bo tho virtuous which actually sentence; hls accuser, Melltus, was
is vicious. An all-powerful demon condemned, and Socrates became a
might, Indubitably, , annex punish- demi-god.

Mani tho very existence of whoso
most cherished opinions deponds from
a thread so feeble, arises out of a
source so equivocal, learn at least hu-
mility; own at least that It is possible
for thyself also to have hoen seduced
by education and circumstances Into
tile admission of tenets destitute of
rational proof, and the truth of which
has not yet, boon satisfactorily dem-
onstrated. Acknowledge at least that
tiie falsehood of thy brother's opinions
is no sufficient reason for hls meriting
thy hatred. What! because a follow-
being disputes tho reasonableness of
thy faith, wilt thou punish him with
torture and Imprisonment? If perse-
cution for religious opinions were ad-
mitted by tho moralist, how wldo a
door would not bo oponod by which
oonvulslonlsts of every kind might
make Inroads on tho peace of society!
How many deeds of barbarism and
blood would not receive a sanction!
But | will demand, If that man Is not

ments to virtue and rewards to vice,
hut could not by those moans effect the
slightest change in their abstract and
immutable  natures. Omnipotence
could vary, by a providential interpo-
sition, tho relations of human society;
in this latter case, what before was
virtuous would become vicious, ac-
cording to tho necessary and natural
result of the alteration; but the ab-
stract natures of tho opposite princi-
ples would have sustained not the
slightest change. For instance, tho
punishment with which society re-
strains tho robber, the assassin and
tho ravlsher, is just, laudable and reg-
uisite, Wo admire and respect tho
Institutions which curb those who
would defeat tho ends for which soci-
ety was established; but, should a pre-
cisely similar coercion bo exercised
against one who merely expressed hls
disbelief of a system admitted by those
Intrusted with tho executive power,
using at tho same time no methods of



rather entitled to the respect than the
discountenance of society, who, by dis-
puting a received doctrine either
proves its falsehood and inutility
(thereby aiming at the abolition of
what is false and useless), or gives to
its adherents an opportunity of estab-

THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

imprisonment? By no means; prob-
ably few would discharge more cor-
rectly the duties of a citizen and a
man. | admit that the case above
stated is not precisely in point. The
thinking part of the community has
not received as indisputable the truth

Gail Borden
EagleBran

lishing its excellence and truth. Sure- Of Christianity, as they have that of
ly this can be no crime. Surely the the Newtonian system. A very large
individual who devotes his time to portion of society, and that powerfully

fearless and unrestricted inquiry into
the grand questions arising out of
our moral nature ought rather to
receive the patronage, than encounter
the vengeance, of an enlightened leg-
islature. 1 would have you to know,
my lord, that fetters of iron can not
bind or subdue the soul of virtue.
From the damps and solitude of its
dungeon it ascends, free and undaunt-
ed, whither thine, from the pompous
seat of judgment, dare not soar. | do
not warn you to beware lest your pro-
fession as a Christian should make you

and extensively connected, derives its
sole emolument from the belief of
Christianity as a popular faith.

To torture and imprison the assertor
of a dogma, however ridiculous and
false, is highly barbarous and impoli-
tic,, How, then, does not the cruelty
of persecution become aggravated
when it is directed against the
opposer of an opinion yet under dis-
pute, and which men of unrivalled ac-
quirements, penetrating genius and
stainless virtue, have spent, and at
least sacrificed their lives in combat-

forget that you are a man; but ting

I warn you against festinating The time is rapidly approaching—I
that period which, under the pres- hope that you, my lord, may live to
ent coercive system is too rap- behold its arrival—when the Mahom-

idly maturing, when the seats of jus-
tice shall be the seats of venality and
slavishness, and the cells of Newgate
become the abodes of all that is hon-
orable and true.

etan, the Jew, the Christian, the Deist
and the Atheist will live together in
one community, equally sharing the
benefits which arise from its associa-
tion, and united in the bonds of char-
ity and brotherly love. My lord, you
have condemned an innocent man; no
crime was imputed to him, and you
sentenced him to torture and impris-
onment.

I mean not to compare Mr. Eaton
with Socrates or Jesus: he is a man
of blameless and respectable charac-
ter; he is a citizen unimpeached with
crime; if, therefore, his rights as a
citizen and a man have been infringed,
they have been infringed by illegal
and immoral violence. But I will as-
sert that, should a second Jesus arise
among men, should such a one as Soc-

rates again enlighten the earth, acted in no other manner, and to show
lengthened imprisonment and infa- that vice is virtue. But | raise my
mous punishment (according to the Solitary voice to express my disappro-
regimen of persecution revived by bation, SO fal’ as it goes, Of the Cl’uel

your lordship) would effect what hem-
lock and the cross have heretofore
effected, and the stain on the national
character, like that on Athens and
Judea, would remain indelible, but by
the destruction of the history in which
it is recorded. . . .

The horrible and wide-wasting enor-
mities which gleam like comets
through the darkness of Gothic and
superstitious ages are regarded by the
moralist as no more than the neces-
sary effects of known causes; but,
when an enlightened age and nation
signalizes itself by a deed becoming
none but barbarians and fanatics, phi-
losophy itself is even induced to doubt
whether human nature will ever
emerge from the pettishneBS and im-
becility of its childhood. The system
of persecution, at whose new birth you
my lord, are one of the presiding mid-
wives. is not more impotent and wick-
ed than inconsistent. The press is
loaded with what are called (ironic-

and unlawfully infringed.
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY.

AGE.

What If my locks are turning gray?
I am not old till ninety-four
Comes knocking at my chamber door.

“What
That may be dignity, you know;
| feel as young as in my prime

I "tire of much I once thought fun,”
That is because | have wiser become.

A younger one will do that, | find.

things—
Such a few years great changes bring.

I have not addressed this
letter to you with the hope of convinc-
ing you that you have acted wrong.
The most unprincipled and barbarous
of men are not unprepared with soph-
isms to prove that they would have

and unjust sentence you passed upon
Mr. Eaton; to assert, so far as I am
capable of influencing, those rights of
humanity which you have wantonly

You say “l am growing old,” nay, nay;

my steps do move, more slow,’

And intend to feel so, regardless of time.

It is no sign of age—to change your mind,

“You catch me dozing over my book”—
A schoolboy will, too, if only 'you look.
What a difference there is about such
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BAVARIAN SUPERSTITION. TH
An almost incredible instance of
superstition and  gullibility comes
from the town of Kempten, Bavaria,
where a married couple named Wohl-
fahrt have been sentenced to impris-
onment after having been convicted
of an extraordinary series of frauds
on a well-to-do farmer and is wife
living near by, whose daughter, Cres-
cence, recently died. The Wohlfahrts
persuaded the farmer and his wife to
believe that their daughter, Agnes
Wohlfahrt, received frequent visits t
from the Virgin Mary, who told her
that Crescence was not in heaven, but
in purgatory. They further impressed
upon the parents of Crescence that
Agnes could arrange their daughter’s
release from purgatory if the farmer
paid 300 marks. The latter paid the
money and a little later Agnes was
alleged to have received the news that
Crescence had been married to an an-
gel and wished to have her dowry sent
to her, together with 1,000 marks.
Then Crescence was supposed to have
had a baby and the farmer gave more
money to the Wohlfahrts. In short,
the farmer was bled in this manner
until he was ruined. But news of the
affair reached the authorities, and the
Wohlfahrts were arrested.During the
proceedings in court 52 letters which
Agnes Wohlfahrt was said to have re-
ceived from the Virgin Mary were pro-
duced, and the public prosecutor read
a receipt “from the mother of Christ,”
for 150 marks.  Another document
was a letter of thanks for a sack of
potatoes, and still another was an ac-
knowledgment of receipts of 2,500
marks, which said that all the angels
in heaven blew their trumpets when
the money arrived.

It was aiso developed during the.
court proceedings that Agnes actually
gave the farmer a sofa, a milk loaf and
other things which she declared she
received from heaven, while the farm-
er's wife personally baked a fine tart
for the Virgin Mary.

Frau Wohlfahrt, as the guiding
spirit in the frauds, was sentenced to

ad
Ki

p

ally, 1 should conceive) proofs of the
Christian religion; these books are re-
calumny
against Infidels; they presuppose that
he who rejects Christianity must be
utterly divested of reason and feeling;
unsupported
assertions, and take as first principles
the most revolting dogmas. The infer-

plete with

invective and

they advance the most

“forget more easily than ever before;” two years’ imprisonment.

It might be well if 1 forgot more.

There Is a great deal of nonsense comes
to pass

Trat was not tolerated when | was a
ass.

BUDDHISM IN BURMA.

Some sailors on board of one of her
majesty’s ships at Rangun obtained
leave of absence to go into the interior
and lost their way. A short time aft-

We welcome the springtime with pure
delight;

The noonday of summer is always bright,

But the days of autumn bring greater
cheer—

*TIs the ripening time of all the year.

E PHILADELPHIA MEDIUMS
CASES.

The mediums' cases came up in Phil-

elphia last week and Mrs. Carrie
Igore, attorney for the defense,

moved to quash the indictments. The
court asked her on what grounds. She
replied that the court could not go
against clairvoyance, and that she was

repared to show that the defendants

were clairvoyants, not fortune tellers,
and moreover, that they were ordained
ministers, and that appeals would be

aken to the United States supreme

court on the ground of religious lib-
erty.

A lively colloquy ensued between
Mrs. Kilgore and the district attorney.
The latter said that he would submit
the cases to be quashed, as it was evi-
dent there was nothing against the
defendants. Mrs. Kilgore replied that
she would bring suit against the city
for false imprisonment and subpoena
the district attorney as her witness, he
admitting the whole thing by declar-
ing that there is nothing against these
people.

STRAY THOUGHTS.

Prejudice is the stepping stone to
injustice.

Unpleasant truths touch only those
whom they fit

Only sin sick souls feel the want of
priestly comfort.

We can only see our defects as we
temporarily rise above them.

Timidity prevents many from gain-
ing experiences that would benefit
them.

Pride is often a synonym for cruelty
or coldhear'tedness, and an anonym for
envy.

Know all you please, but don't spoil
it by believing no one else as wise as
yourself.

Pride is but prejudice in a respect-
able garb—hate in disguise—injured
self-love masquerading.

A man can generally tell more about
that which he is reaching out for than
that which he has attained.

Love is the sunshine of the soul that
needs no church to propagate it
Its practice will lead all to heaven.

WHO TAKES THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

Every friend of Spiritualism takes it

ences drawn from these assumed pre-
mises are imposingly logical and cor-
rect; but if a foundation is weak, no
architect is needed to foretell the in-

Were there
thought.

no bountiful

The seedtime of life would be as naught
harvest of

erward they were brought back by
some Burmans, who had fed them and
showed them the way home. The Bur-
mans immediately returned to their

stability of the superstructure.
truth of Christianity is not disputable,
for what purpose are these books writ-
ten? If they are sufficient to prove it.
what further need of controversy? . ..

Let us suppose that some half-wit-
ted philosopher should assert that the
earth was the center of the universe,
or that ideas could enter the human
mind Independently of sensation or re-
faction. This man would assert what
is demonstrably incorrect; he would
promulgate a false opinion. Yet.
would he therefor* deserve pillory and

If the

The sunset colors are tinged with gold,
So what does It matter If we do grow
old?

village, and though the then chief com-
missioner, the late Sir Charles Aichi-
—Virginia Curtiss Smith. son, endeavored to find them, in order
to reward them, | believe he never suc-
THE DECEMBER "IMMORTALITY.” ceeded. It caused a good deal of com-
The December issue of this quarterly ment in Rangun at the time. | think
will be devoted exclusively to all the it is interesting as showing the effect
arguments on Reincarnation, and will of the teaching of Buddha and how
be a superb number in every respect; it saves the Burman from that “lust
It will contain the best poetry written of gain” which, as you say, “has
on the subject and can be ordered taken so strong a hold of our civiliza-
through this paper or by addressing tion,” though | sometimes found it
the editor, J. C. F. Grumbine, 3960 inconvenient living in a land where
Langley avenue, Chicago. Single copies the people are so utterly indifferent to
26 cents. money.—Spectator.

Every one who appreciates good reading
takes it

Every one who is governed by principle
instead of personality takes it;

Every one who aspires for a higher plane
than the sensnal or phenomenal takes It.

Every one who is self-respecting enough
to see his cause represented by an able
exponent takes It.

very one who enjoys reading a live, up-
to-date paper takes It.

Every one who desires to keep posted on
all Spiritual topics takes it.

And every one who Is generous enough
to spend one dollar a year for his Spiritual
salvation takes it.

TRACT NO. 2.

Rev. M. F. Ham’s sermon on Spiritual-
ism and testimony of Rev. Dr. Duryea of
Brooklyn on Mediumship.

Price, per 100, $2.50; 50, $1.50; 25, $1;
singly, 5 cents. For sale at this office.
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TO YOU.

8corea of Spiritualists rave

do for their own papers.

pany of men, or paper.
the whole army of
and women swamped
« and poverty.
Truth, yes.
an article, ""that's

scriber.

own subscriptions.

Times are hard, money scarce, and
most people are hamstrung financially,
of course.but these cries are of little
moment where those who make them
spend a dollar a week for tobacco and
cigars, perhaps much more than that,
and three or four dollars a year for
they
their shoulders and say they
can’'t afford a dollar a year for a paper

the "'plutocratic papers,” while
shrug

like tne Light of Truth, a paper fight-
ing for the higher and only civiliza-
tion that mankind can attain on earth.
Supposing you don’t agree with all
you see in it. So much the better. It’s
a mighty dough-headed person who
agrees with all he reads in any book
or paper, and a very foolish one who
throws overboard the book or paper on
that score. The battle we are waging
is not of our making. We wage war
upon that which degrades, impover-
ishes and despoils the people. And
this is your battle as well as ours. The
Light of Truth ought to reach the
hearts, stomachs and pockets of ten
thousand new readers this winter, and
if each man and woman who reads
these lines will do his or her duty
such will be the case. If you want to
lay down on the editor, compositors,
mailer, foreman and the devil, do so.
Rap them over the heads when you
feel like it We know you are more
prone to censure than to praise. We
expect what we get generally, but for
love of the angel world do something in
a practical way for the movement you
have espoused. There are a million
Spiritualists within a radius of four
hundred miles of Columbus who never
heard of the Light of Truth. Now if
dur friends will be generous and help
us to reach these people it is all we
ask in that direction. What better
way to sow the seed than to pay the
trial subscription price for a few of
your friends and order the paper sent
to them? One grand generous Cana-
dian who has since lifted The New
Time out of.the hole altogether, paid
for a thousand trial subscribers.
Where is the Spiritualist who loves

about
the ""plutocratic papers'™ and yet spend
live times as much on them as they
These col-
umns are not for any one man’, com-
They are for
struggling men
in superstition

You like the Light of
You say of such or such
grand,” or “that
ought to be read by every man in the
country,” and yet many who thus talk
Will not go half a block out of their
way to reach a brother man with the
food they enjoy, or secure a new sub-
Many of them are so forget-
ful that they don’t even renew their

that the delegates took the convention
into their own hands and did some
meritorious work with it. This was
accomplished by abolishing the "‘nom-
inating eommttee,”” so long a fixture
of these annual gatherings, and doing
their own voting in open convention.

The result is that some useless tim-
ber has been removed and good clean
patches nailed down over the holes
made and left by it.

President Barrett was re-elected.
This was the most serious mistake of
the convention, and yet an unavoid-
able one under the circumstances. The
Light of Truth has no objections to
nor criticism of Mr. Barrett as presi-
dent of the N. S. A. He has demon-
strated his ability and fitness in that
direction. The contention is that the
presidency of the National Association
of Spiritualists should not be mixed up
with the editorial sanctum of the Ban-
ner of Light nor of any other paper.
The election of Judge Dailey to the
vice presidency is timely and wise.
Mrs. M. T. Longley will make a con-
scientious and capable secretary, the
most important and laborious office, in
fact, in the association, and the Light
of Truth extends to her the best
wishes in the onerous task before her.
Theodore J. Mayer as treasurer is a
capital selection, and the general
churning of the board of trustees is
indicated by the quality of that im-
portant branch of the organization.
The proxy fraud was handled

with gloveless hands and that evil
patched up in fair shape. The ques-
tion of revising the constitution so
that the annual convention might be
a movable one resulted in favor' of
that amendment, and hereafter the N.
S. A. will hold its annual conclaves in
cities designated by it. On a vote Chi-
cago was designated as the city where
the next annual convention will be
held.

Many minoc.events characterized the
Work of the convention just closed but
the above are the salient points. Some
of the events look better in memory
than they would in print, hence silence
is eloquent.

All in all the convention did its
work well. There was in evidence a
spirit to do something for Spiritual-
ism. This is encouraging.

A CASE IN POINT.

The following is a Cleveland, 0.,
press dispatch: “Minnie A. Dean has
a peculiar hallucination. She imag-
ines she is constantly talking to spir-
its, and believes she is guided by the
souls of others. She was taken to the
Newberg asylum.”

It is instances of this nature, all too
frequent in their occurrence, which in-
dicate the necessity for some strong
organization on the part of Spiritual-
ists to the end that they may be looked
into and dealt with accordingly. Un-
doubtedly this girl is a medium. She
ought to be taken care of as such. In-
stead she is incarcerated in a mad-
house.

The Light of Truth menu this week
is largely flavored with the N. S. A
convention proceedings, and will prove
interesting reading.

JUST WHAT WE WERE GOING TO
SAY.

Rev. Henry Frank, the minister of
the Metropolitan Independent church of
New York, In Introducing his remarks
on the Canton tragedy, said:

“Were | on the jury when Mrs. Anna
George shall be tried for the murder

of Mr. George Saxton | would unhesi- . . .
tatingly vote for her acquittal. could be indulged in as a simple Mat»,

"1 fully appreciate the delicacy and mhent OT_ fact. At gpylrateh »"«ByfT
responsibility of such an utterance. | ! ?I dre Iglous perll(o icals k are felt
feel with the people at large profound Called upon to make remarks, some ot
sympathy with Mrs. McKinley, on them in extenso, upon this pulpiteer'i
whose household the dark shadow of statemt?]ntts.R Be 5t rémg[mb;_r(;ed, ?OV‘
this tragedy has fallen, and with the ;\:e;, I?' ev. De (}S.al‘ ! nlot m
president himself, who must needs feel at religion was a failure.
that the national White House is the sectarian squabbles which were

: i« making a failure of the church work.
Zr:;(():g.ded In the gloom of a social dis We think no rational mind will dis-

“That a man of Mr. Saxton’s wealth PUte ~this much. = Wherefore then
and social position should entice a shoul_d the public (rellglous)_press $0
weak and beautiful woman from the f_ra_ntlcally call the halt on h'm.? Re-
comforts of a peaceful fireside and the Ir;]g(:r? n ag? E:r:)irsstzctagll:ets gLe Eto tnlgthtz?]r(;
embrace of a loving husband, and by presg'stand for réligion'? 9
all the fascinations of tempting luxury - o .
should lure her to his arms only to
cast her off condemns him at once to
the lowest level of civilized human
beings and deprives him of the least
hint of manly sympathy.

“While it is not my purpose to de-
fend murder under any circumstances,
yet | frankly confess that there are
worse crimes than murder in the cata-
logue of human sins.”

Brother Frank, shake.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

There has not in recent year,
haps, been a more widespread teuZt
aroused on the subject ot sectarC

decay than that occasioned bruT
statements of Rev. Dr. De Costa a t
Sundays ago. Doubtless the par,-*

has something up his sleeve. Ufa,
not seem that such animadrenloa,

A writer in-Science gives some new
calculations on the age of the Niagara
gorge and falls. Something over forty
years ago a railroad was built along
the face of the eastern side of the
gorge which has afforded opportunities
to observe the rate of disintegration
of the rock. Where perpendicular ex-
posures were made the shale has
crumbled away to an extent ranging
as high as twenty feet. The thickness
of the limestone at the surface is
about forty feet, the soft shales under-
neath it are from sixty to seventy-five
feet thick. Below that is a stratum
of Clinton limestone thirty feet in
thickness, and below that a shaly de-
posit seventy feet thick. A conserva-
tive estimate of the rate of disintegra-
tion for the shale supporting the sur-
face, or Niagara limestone, is one inch
a year. Probably it may go two inches
a year. The lowest estimate, however,
would give 12,000 years as the time re-
quired for the enlargement of the
upper part of the gorge one thousand
feet on each side. |

THE SITUATION IN THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND.

The fight on ritualism in the church
of England has asumed such propor-
tions that the “Thunderer,” commonly
known as the London Times, feels
called upon to notice it and this is the
essence of its pronunciamento:

“If the advanced section of the
clergy are allowed to run their present
course unchecked the nation will de-
termine that if the church sanctions
such teachings and practices it must be
as an independent religious body not
speaking in the name of the English
people. The Times would gladly see
the cure effected by some less drastic
remedy, than disestalishment. A point
however, has been reached at which
some stand must be made. If the. bish-
ops cannot or will not make it, the peo-
ple have parliament to appeal to; and
if once an appeal is made to parlia-
ment it must be answered by whatever
government is in power.”

*

Special dispatches from Paris say
that the Sole .consequence of the abor-
tive attempt at afi. alleged military
coup d’etat Will be the early displace-
ment Of several officers Of high rank.
The anti-revisionist papers regard the
reported discovery of a military plot
against the government as being pure
invention. The Figaro says it is in-
formed that the French generals agree
in declaring that their duty is to show
absolute obedience to the government.
The Gaulois classes the affair as “a
conspiracy without conspirators.”

All the same the overthrow of the

As showing the state of affairs in
another light, the following taken from
a hymn sung during a recent procession
of Roman Catholics in London, is in

point: Brisson ministry is a distinct victory
“Behold in St. Paul’'s the sweet Mother for the m”'.te!ry power and spirit of
replaced. France. Opinion will have to shape
And Westminster now with her image is itself accordingly. The conviction and
Andgrr?%?g/; a niche that, long empty, stood imprisonment of Dreyfus led off in the
bare— ' ‘ great fight between the military and
We look and we marvel, for Mary is civic powers of the republic. Zola suf-
there.” fered contumely and disgrace because

he espoused the wronged man and all
the engines of autocratic militarism
have been bent on..disrupting the gov-
ernment. It took France fifty years
to bring on the reign of terror in 1792.
Then it was priestcraft that stood over
and behind,the throne. Similar causes

GEORGE PARKINSON.

George Parkinson, president of the
Indiana  Spiritualists’  association,
passed away, at his home at Yorkville,
Ind., of heart trouble, on the afternoon
of Oct. 22d. He was one of the wealth- are at work now, and the Jew is the
iest farmers in nis section of the state.  scapegoat for the time being.

He was elected president of the In- *w

diana State Spiritualists’ association The decision of the supreme court
on the demise of Dr. Westerfield, and ¢ 5hig on the constitutior?ality of the
held the office at the time of his tran- anti-lynch law, indicates the peculiar

sition. state into which society has drifted.
By this decision it becomes lawful for
the heirs and next of kin of a lynched
person to sue the county wherein the
lynching occurred and collect $5,000 for
the damages in the case. The pecul-
iarity of the situation is in the fact
that such a law should be considered
necessary.

There is some talk of starting a
quarterly magazine after the style of
W. T. Stead’s “Borderland,” which
shall be devoted to psychic and occult
science. Dr. Geo. A. Fuller and Dr.
W. W. Hicks are among those who
have made the suggestion,
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th*r of hu|Cam-
kridge eoarue, he «pent riz months la

Jesa. Germany, axteudizg the univerrl.

ty there, and noon after his return to

England lectured for six moeths at

dHtereut towns fa the north of Ezg-

land, in eonneettoa with -he Cambridge

Btfvenlty Extension lectures, bis sub-

jects befog literary and scientific

Tbe Development of Poetry Bine*

128S,” and ike Mind and the Sense».

Asa undergraduate wxriety called the

Cambridge University Society for

Psychical Research, wag started during

fes eeeond term in Cambridge, early

ia IfT*. and in this he took an active
pari. He unsifted at rardotut sittings
with mediums, wbo proved to be, with
ene exception, fraudulent or unsatis-
factory; and tbe society died out, part-
ly from the difficulty of obtaining me-
ffianm, partly from the fact that the
members ci the society could not spare
the time from other university work.
Tbe exception was a medium, who gave
tose remzrkzb'e teats, sometimes in
an apparistlr normal state, sometimes
under "‘control,” whom Dr. Hodgson
met in London, and persuaded to give
two riftings to the small society.

TWs society had no connection with

the now well-known Society for Psy-

chical Research, which started earlv in

1«.

Dr.Hodgson soon afterwards joined
the Society for Psychical Research, and
served on the Council and some of the
committee«  In ISM he was appointed
by the Board of Mental and Moral
Sdenees in Cambridge University. Eng-
bad, as lecturer on the Philosophy of
Herbert Spencer; but the course which
be was giving on this subject was in-
terrupted by his departure for India
toward the end of the year for the pur-
pose of Investigating the marvelous
pbenomrna alleged to have occurred in
weetloo with Madame Blavatsky
and the Theosophical Society. The de-
tails of tbe Investigation made In be-
half of the Society for Psychical Re-
search were published In Part IX of
its Proceedings. His conclusion was
that all the phenomena were fraudu-
lent
After Ms return to England in 1885.

he lectured again In Cambridge on
Herbert Spencer's philosophy, and
then spent a year in London, engaged
to some extent, In political work, as
well sa psychical research.

In the monthly journal of the Socie-
ty for Psychical Research, about that
time, he reviewed In detail a large
somber of reports of alleged Independ-
st Mato-writing and analogous phe-
nomena showing that they could be

ficeounted for by conjuring. He also
snntribntrd papers on philosophical
to the quarterly journal,

"Mind"

Early in 18S7 be accepted the posi-
tion of secretary to the American So-
cMy Cor Psychical Research, which In

the light op ¢ruth.
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ANOTHER VACCINATION VICTIM.

A young hoy ¢ yean of age, aon of J.
P. Scott, of this city, has gjed in terri-

ble agony of Lockjaw, eaused. it is
charged, by vaeeinafini  Tpe doctor»
deny this. and claim that tetanus
germs gathered under the boy's finger-
nails and were perhaps inoculated into
the aim. Tbe boy was vaccinated ««v
weeks ago, and the doctors say the
sore had healed. There is no question,
and can fee none, with people who
know the history of vaecanatiom that
this boy’s life was sacrificed to that
filthy practice, and it would seem that
in the presence of such a calamity that
some stringent measures ought to be
taken to abolish the barbarous cus-
tom in this city.

It is reported that since the recent
vaccinatiMi of school children there has
been a number of eases of varicdoid.
To account for this the doctors say
that it is quite common where the
blood of the patient is a little out of
order. The consistency of their posi-
tion is to be seen in the practice of
poisoning the system with the filthiest
staff that can be extracted from a cow.
If the ""blood of the patient” is not out
cff order this will likely put it out of
order and keep it so far the remainder
of life.

THE DECLARATION OF PRINCI-
PLES.

It appears that the time is not op-
portune for a declaration of principles,
and yet it may be that the difficulty
llea in the "'declaration™ itself. Spirit-
ulcta are cautious about saddling a
creed on to the movement, which cau-
tion is to be commended. It is diffi-
cult, however,, to see wherein the pro-
posed declarations in their entirety
would bare such an effect if set forth
and adopted. The trouble seems large-
ly in the formulating of an acceptable
series of resolutions on that point.

We hold this, that the law and soci-
ety will recognize Spiritualism only
when there is some wise declaration of
this kind. Moreover, it must be of a
religious character to ensure protec-
tion.

Of course such a predicate is all
wrong, but the law and society Itself
are far from right, hence the Spirit-
ualists. while in the minority, must
conform to custom and usage provided
they desire the sanction and protection
of the same.
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** **e aM pa—pklifa See nestea

eisewhere.

T«rk cay sAocrfoero are \ye.
riaDy referred to a Mt of wrixia
tUa weeks Uqgfet af Trwth aMraaeg di

tketr zxai

""Rev- a. 3. Stwson. she embx-c-

riririsx

ary anfanee hypnorist. wortad wm-
warAs of OU3SAM «Kt of a crowd ~

>Jrr

Carnegie haH New Torts, a few fays E
IT.

twenty-five men were arrested fo-

Its of BaSato, N.
d*y- Who says
roufary is dead?

0s a recent S—-
Puntaafan in this

b
»mking in wafers within «fc* »«y 2
a
e

Afezar-der Aktaxog. one of she ear- *
iy Earopeaa pioneers of SpizitaaltaM. |
has suffered a paralyse stoss affect- 1
fag his whole right side, and ->» ynt
aa end to Ms well known arriritw«

C. R. Bezzev.

Light cd Truth in Worcester.

is the aze~ of the

Mass.,

aad riciafty. Mr. Beanea has repre-

sented the paper ever
varterf fey Mr. A. C. | ¢

sunse it W2=
Soteenp-

riems given io him will <« promp-Jy

attended to.

Over three thousand

-ha«utc~

have

been thrown out of employment by

dosfog of the FaR River. M?v-.
"*Overproduction” fe given ont
Meanwhile tho-feaz.es of

mills.
ss the earise.

cotton

worthy poor will shiver beiazse there

i* un

*‘underconsumption.*

Christ

shivered and had set where to lay his

head, because *‘ovoprodnetion”

duced '‘underconsumption.”
Hallo! What's the matter with Rev.

Chas. H. Parkhurst?

pro-

In a recent ser-

mon the great vioe walloper of New

York talked gospel like this:
gospels as admiringly as

tbe

“Read
you

please, eulogize their blessed contests
as glowingly as you will, it is not m
them unaidedly to save the world, or

erven to move

the world.

For three

years and a half the disciples had gos-
pel, and only gospel, in the person of
Jesus Christ; yet at the end of that
period they were only as so many
wooden images and limp rags so far
as ability io stir the world was con-
cerned. There never was a finer lei
of poltroons than the eleven disciples
on the day of their Lord's death, and
yet they had been fed on gospel, its

beauty and
month«."

truth, for

forty-two

THE NUMBER OF SPIRITUALISTS
IN THIS COUNTRY.

HOW TO FIND OUT.

This

could be easily accomplished

if all readers of this paper were to
send us the names of those whom they
know positively to be Spiritualists in
their city, town or village.

If one postal card will not hold all

the names, send two.

If it takes more

than this, use a letter sheet and in-
close it in an envelope with a 2-cent

stamp on It

This is a small sacrifice and may

lead to much

good.

Begin at once,

and we will publish the results.
Let those who receive a sample copy

of this paper also be included in this

gathering of statistics.

Address Census

Editor,

Truth, Columbus. O.

Light of

CONVENT OP THE SACKED HEART—

Hudson Tuttle

00 cents.

C2)

TES TICZET ELECTED.

TO FKEEDOM.

O Fi»ed«m! Th«« an Bat, as p«eu dream.
A fair yoaBg gsri, with light and delieale
Umbs.
Aad vary trosw-t zzsoizz ircm fee dp
With which tbe -navrer
his slave
When be roob «C the gyves; A ceardef —tv
Armed to site teeth, art feea; ore -vs
hand
Grasp« fee broad shield, asd one the
sword: thy brow.
Giorioes :b beasty feosah it K. is swrred
With token« of old wars; fey massive Erihs
Are strong wife straggling . . .
o Tyranny Mm—If,
Thy enemy, although of reverfad look.
Hoary wife ntaay years, aad far obeyed,
is later bora than feon: izi as he meets
Tae grave deiazee of thine elder eye,
The usurper trembles in bis fessvesses.

Thou sbalt wai stronger with the lapse of
years.

Bat he shall fade into a feebler age—

Feebler, yet subtler. He shall weave his
snares.

And spring them on thy careless steps,
»nd clap

His withered hands, and from their ambush
call

His hordes to fall upon thee. He shall send

Quaint maskers, wearing fair and gallant

forms

To catch thy gaze. and, uttering graceful
words.

To charm thy ear; while his sly imps, by
stealth.

Wind around thee, thread of steel,
thread on thread
That grow to fetters—or bind down thy
arms ?
With chains contained
not yet
May’st thou unbrace thy corslet, nor lay by
Thy sword—not yet, O Freedom! close thy
lids
In slumber: for thine enemy nerer sleeps,
And thou mast watch mnd combat till the
day
Of the new earth and heaven.
—W illiam Cullen Bryant.

light

in chaplets. Oh,

POEMS—BYy Edith Willis Lynn. Price Jl


feaz.es

the GOT idea.
Xalkan JC Pnrrfaaee.

The several schools of mecaphysaes
—CxriE-ax Scientists. Dtrzse Scient-
ists. M*x*aJ Scientists. Practical Chrft-
tfaM, etc.. have a God idea in eomtaoz
viz: “God is alL an the ekwxh
crosci Sedare their idea of Go! to be
the rase, the diEeremoe being "t<«-
We make tie statement asd Ezmi on
M monhiy; they make it ata then
winder xnr from ft axi oontztafot
ft eonstaztly. The dntrcbes of "-‘ey
der’irr God*s omx.presexce- WXxicX
reiLi txat the God K'sKatie oocx-
P«es every poixt in limitless space.
They afte declare Goé to be G—-
tesee, wxft; menzs that Got ft the
only force in the Barrerse. They alm
deciare God to be txt .ettexce wi_tx

means that God ft the only hteh_ze~ te
m fte r-crre—*® They thet txrx

zxoxt ata teach that there ft ax-
other jrese'"te po-.excy ata ixoelli-
graee, dirocciy opposti w az-é ppe-rsz-
ixz agzTT'Ft the ".xi.;:tKx. oanxlpp-
tset ata osiftfti: God. Thft they
«aS evil, axf have peretthiet ft talo
the deviL What ft
‘moéeri thtt™-t-' “the new -thought,*
ata wmex ft reahy Spiritualftm, or
real fiadrltoalftw, ebmixates the zx-
trroprmt’rpxii; God axé aesuares with
gat-T- Pani, “God ft a3L" There ft txly
spirit or tata. So other grotti is
texaxft Thft has beet the nsdfortx
-egi-- -- g tf the wfte in aS times azi
placet azi ft the epxsexeti ti ail
metajAj-Aleal thttzit ti today. Per-
wit r-A 10 give here a tue ti the
prptii ti atar® Kztemem.
The tnetapi.yotal aT.igt.-ry zzowi
as the sttry ti maxi fell mzz.es ex
antas’ wholly ft teSerftg there ft
erS, or the oppolLxe ti God or Gooé.
See GescsoK. M3. "The icitoujoige of
gooi ata entT wse prtt_hhei—ft yro-
baUfasA. To mox Good or God, the
stay presexee otejy sxbsfeztft. tnhy
poteiity tal? hie, tti tmhy ftteuh-
aeozjE vai al r_?ht ata ft aft right
tat to k&cw er behebe ft the tgprA.te
of Goof waz ata ft jrtihftt Thft
ft ex—the stay ex—L_ there ft ti
ex: ata iti waxes or restiti are &ti-
otae, pt-rerty nxhappfte» ft m rmh-
tDExrjxs formt ant heath
The entire plata ti sarraftoo tatgxt
asi OeniPifkEpratei tLf.rr "~esu ata
tzrtitgt every other uaeatar zzxzet ft
«mr Sitle ostasti aftnply tx ® -c-r;-.
ftg irte. pet eoneaoesMsi thut betoed
to coS, or «mecs-xz that eax axé bpet
dwoee Goh asi ee™hifthftg to ita
ma¢, ‘M trrtL wxitx ft There ft t»hy
Sol So yaerr taut ftaeyle ft the yftx
of aaftaftox txat a tsmft idtot <*Tray-
ftrft« sax ta-jtix a Seat*) iieeh m>*
err thereix.

to sS there ft h eouy aaiv.
2uQOTtoea. rrooerx tr as'-«.t

i ih® ft h_ ame ft ti eveaj aacrod
mMft «ver vitata, ft tend tauaMat
todaed, imt tnoMto. There ft eady
atsid. tti e :hi eaa to bnt tn»e r
* Iltooto. THaktoc tata to rtigo
ftaftjx¢ errar to toa. To

torytoe toe to to gne tor errtr tata.
Tira toots irtux every eSeft aad raaedd

to taatt todito. Xaavfteg ‘cvx zx»f
halad ailt *** totoato*

tota ary parato

the light of truth.

teitt» 3:12-14. Mosev acks God what ft
ft aase, aad c¢etz the aazwer, "I
Am.” Which r-aa,-y ajj of e”-svg or
life. e here | will gsote from the
ixzpired poet, Alexaader Pope, who
died 1744;

""He Wirt, thrvezi raat
pieree.

fie*» wvr'ila vz TntiS* wayut»: vu: tu_>
verae,

‘m/beerr* how r;rca. >r<z cyatewi mu.

What vhw pleine* eirtie other mm.

What vaitcd beltz pe»0Oea e-rery «tar.

@ ““* tot parte of one acapewdow whole.

Wioee body Katcre it, suft rp”™

That. ein:*ce4 ft ah. 11Z yet ft al the

teaueMOy ears

wrme:
. ft she Uisb. as la the ethereal
irtiu*-;

Varas ft the mm. refreehe» ft tl»e hneze.

Gjows ft the atari, aad ft .
trees.

Lire« tirvugi aX rfe, ezteoX» thnnfth a»
exteit.

hpreaie mArSoeL epexatec txnepei®:
Prét ree ft otu soiL ftformt ovr juiertal

As ML ac perfect, ft a
i B ft_riie max. that wocrtie

Ai the wrajit eerapi that e&dtses and
torac;

Tv ium as Meh. as low, ae great ao «wt™.*

HeiXe. he Vzc&Q0e. ow.t<eet» and egut.!» «n

A* uMMue a tat art, vsknvws to ttae;

hTI «tirant*, dftwrjoi_ width thot tantt '//
tee:

A3 ®«liwL tanowy am vtaAermovd;

AD ptrtial e-rS. «atrexaal gvvd;

AnL «pz* sd prtde, ft erring
vp-te.

One trash ft efeaz. wtatever ft. ft -

Etoervm say«: “The petfet of the
world is the pAecixz ci being isto
aypearaxee, and «sfty isto variety.“

SpexAsr szyr: “For of the era] the
body fors dota take, for spxj ft trm
azid dotli the body xcake."

| sow from an addreni cf WJ-
haxB V. PeiZwt to the tatoecu of the
Xexth 5«-iei>e TL%/>g.*i- ner-
ti ChJtAgt-r

“l said that thit sexi.tAry teat-Leit
God. What J me*x b7 God to osJy
iteet what theae «tosrta ath-xZ-i them-
vdv« ya>i vto: that rzz ft :xfx,te
Sa spxrh_ totaMe g-»txet>t ixtx.xe
tritau todtotoe love, iw*»*»» ptwet Hv.
tome totef*igEaML The otoy "SeresMoe
to that we stay 5y the ptfEctith that
God. beixg txfxJte to theoe attrSnHec.
there eax be ir> 'zsof.v to axy of
thesx terjuKM taere eaa he mv Ftooe
for aay opprata—God beizg. aim_t-
teCy itaafoe.**

Said raataary to Ito atatcaseat m-
osrzttg GXx aayt “The l/rrine P*-g
vZ'Xe'- to txzx_-jr»*ex’je totx mpotent*
'Eltodext* ft the txfahxxg Jife
heahh. rteigi. ru~pzt tefemwe and
Alij.'a’j'’z ti the +nz.-Tetae The oppo-
Ete ci Drrxe rexr r1u no betog or
etateaee.” fiatod Aagataae arid:
"There to eo «WL j&9 to good.** Chaa-
adag atafc “Stone the to”"satog ofttora.
to Jfc.owidjta vtrfy sties, terre
that ta to eytrft aad that natter to bat
ae appea.-ax«> axf dectarox terrxg aa
'ea.xty." ?x the Htoda "att N Tetara
we *evd: “Vbat ararae ertwrai tstota
asc at aS.* Gamaaa Baddfaa aaM:
“W*>* to the aste ataatoaee; beware
at the épatai of txatwr.”“ Pfora
w-rf: “GoC to the oX3y Btbrmy/. </X
to tata.™

Mrs. Kura Canto Efoakfoa, prato-
Gcet t< the Merx Setoaftie Thw/rjgHj*:
asataavy <d Ctoeata aalfc “Tt to to
matatodMfaae*. aetnaaMded frunfiira
thv. tto ftarvex «< the anound --r—

If God to a.vse®t trim, nvoher*
tacatatoGad. MI an prwat at al.
tana I ara ta If | aat afL tbea aata-
tog to tatov ne ar abora ar araata

reason’'s

tee; | am free. Thus the old Idea of
God eomes to the frost as error, aad
we promptly recognize why zome are
P«»r axi some are rich; wzme are eri-
slared and some are endavera; w>me
are beantifsl, otherz ««« repuftlve!
cotne are ignorant, some are learned.
It 1» all owing to oar ldea of God. We
haTe no b ft.Le»,. v..th an idea of f?Z
George Edwin Bnrmdl of the faeslty
of said semixLary aad teaeber of pure
metaphysics, said: “God i* all—noth-
fag bnt God."

"Gill Glory to the «srexoembering
God! 1 am he." “The way of the wise
to nnbfasdered and «»remembered. The
free way me«a no obstaeles and leaves
no traeka. To say that God remem-
bers sin is foolish fear; or that he re-
wards gxd, to vain greed. Preaent
yooneif ti.es to the great prtzmi&e of
Saered Keienee: toothing b«t GoC. Face
'he 4oetrfne of mercy aad mlraci«.
Tvrn law otit of doors. Stay alive.
Qtiail sot before the erzuaeienee, the
g-axt m<xber of eowardx Be too

The ft»j’

NS Roaay ew WP HEL

to 7</u ifito t-L* gQji
bsmbug of ata. I_Do j'ou learn mercy rb be-AM* cot
aad fnrvA, law just g« fest as yon
earn” “Be otwiaoed of tift, that tie tor rwt a met«, 272
tame a.j-ouicz.er.mg woodrona spirit
is alive asd abroad today; ready this V/ft. Kere hosue.
iasfest to totieh yon with the breath
of its m eat'ujous dealixgt.” “Xo erj;,
so matter, so eamal xaftd so E.t xo OJiiTVAST,

trodMe, so

tittxesi so death, so
bo&dage, so difieareseese—o&Jy God,
xoti.cg bat spirit; soO this
Aeieaee.*

Jeans raid: “If eocti in xy
worft ftboaghtst 7. I kdZ-nr ite

tata ftfeat all ft God>, aad the amth
taall mate yc® intt.** r~A'/sxxs. »aid:
“A max's words ftfeongh’Af are ift
only bo.’dex,"" and “as a mat ti tze-1
22 Ms heart, so ft se” ft wolLld rxahe
this artfoie too long if | should ixaeert
a teeth of the zoat-ter | have os wu
X--X*- Oxr OWE A J. 'varft teatbet
ft is maxy cf Ms books. | w£3 refer
to bri ose at jfraKxrt, vix, "A Stellar
Jfey to fbs vyft * ' Sid
tie -A*.«m:xg that "‘there ft ox'y spirit™
eftatdy aad stroxg;7 stetod os page*
Xi, 51, «d. Cl. tc 134, 12C, 141 ax«d '«
I vT jmas, a little irosa page
124: “Misd has beet celled imnater-
ial; bat it to aa aaatli material as asy-
tfcftag eft®. AH t&ixgs are really the
tMag. Ifemer ata soul, -motgc
raid to be so dtaoeat. aettca-ly ems-
eb: ti the prfteipft thvsgk -T
j.Terext degreet of devetopmest. Sori
IS 2. BKmr
tXM MJOCVSXIS tfIT tibfl iwfcBKvrr>yr = jafy
ci the atta by the jAysjta. eye.“ Lbetdg
of Germaxy the letaer of stdese®, «
re-reamiy esaoEseed 'it"* aB met-*r ft
He—the very rotet are egg«egi_t,pi.»
of Hr.xz beftgs. EdJaca exmormoed
sewers, yetrt ego tiar. zut-toe? wvu
eonx**l< ti ‘'pedata of tote™-Tgraee.*
I vII ctae vj aaytxg tue. to zjztw
or bstfeve ft. g-zX aad rrt fo tie ‘zu*
«4 aar every barbra aad ttoasradi:
cwt. The tata “Gad to a** to aar
raster. Meatal. Dtvtee aad CbeteOra
fic-fla<eee peata ti«f vex axd dri3 theft
teafaata to the raw aid thougir. aata
taey rea,r&e Cneedcra. ft eaa aat ba
attatoed aa nadMy fxoc. basica—< ac
ta—aa to the efaaa sacra.
"Bsuj Feneytate appetrix.-» be ft
* tata, a adaaa. a ta* a caraxr. or a
fever to bat the ratmaid expreraioi
ti aa tern. vMbaat «tota it eaa amt
etat “*Al that the Father to
avv* “l1 ata the Fhttoar are aae.”
MATHAM M. PCMTLMBCC.
FesTryriDe. a»t.».»

W« have a few Tsythoyottpr' aa
hkbC «tota »1Z be tftvf enr at to
«ata rata. They ar® aévaasavwm
to ex*erineata aléa« Mara ad natoara-
tone fevezjy&ei".

ran Ajra Nnrw tbhrawwvt acaxy.
TCTOBs—by fot. MradtaadL M nera

m*- 2. Swarts, wef§ zv/VL i
QA Kp.ritumise fouc IpCIt i? 2 |
«-0 was the ec”™w of

i-gber ‘tife Gat 17th o o~ .
Rt atelier, lire. 'E. ‘sas of %:
WarL  «J* i%sii
~ *kk eL
ti aa aotaeac \,yriig=
mA'Agc. some five Yéars igtoe
tiiftfrit<fe o0 S
fiwar® ut* J
i for 32 yews <f & t
Melhpdte! ATme, ZpPWjr-j
<d spi-j=~a6al ttio1 1Sylrr-uacsa
to hfte. ata be eacferefl
all the ezrz*vxk™*t isuc ze&. riiici
Mtortad Ms 'x.-otgL aK
*xx X, tay tipftitfei j
toe Miesst «ease of the word atfi
—2ai- etawed m «Mb mua a-
~~ tata saesMoe asd wtfcr

raocae to enaratete rapujrotr tntis
** toe ®tfidr ci CteteCra Jfcdaee r

was fe

Fxxk *xk th* sore approgeteft tesa.
ta<he Ea-fei the Kexra foiam
Mental Betoaoe iigio

*eX0-..
a moei eaoeCftar wwt at srag
>« sttaat. The jtSifesfon wat as-

et he earrftd oc the wine
Myviagtpe
brattata 554 |
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~“NAH VAN BUSKIRK.

me°nY years Mrs’ Van Buskirk

actively engaged in, the work
tieeuj- y d9ag

in Buffial*’ N Y- and
at nale camp. Her home is in

pl)
¢jijaNG THE LATE BOOKS.

.wisdoni and Folly,” a treatise on
isoblem of life and the laws of
“laenaation, by John T. Dow. This
pamphlet of 56 pages is a clear ex-
nf the laws of right and

podo»*

a>id their consequences. We
“~*““rarely read a more thorough es-

WT on thiB subject Man’s relation to

** material and spiritual universe,

d the laws of God under which he

a rational religion, in harmony

'the Bible, nature, science and

the supreme desire of every

nl or that which will satisfy every

and how to obtain it, are the

««ential departments or diver-
gons of »be author’'s thought

He starts out with the proposition

everybody desires happiness and
he tells why they desire it what
prompts to motives and in what hap-
piness consists. That done, he shows
ho* and why unhappiness is the effect
of disobedience to law and that there
is po help for the victim until he
finpg sinning and takes the otuer
course and does right.

throughout the treatise the writer
printains a high and clear attitude
os the mighty, yet simple laws, the
ignorance and disobedience of which
cost the world of mankind so much
sorrow and hell. In summing up he
ays:

“So far as we know, we had no choice
in the matter of being placed here un-
der these laws, rules and regulations.
These things were all fixed and estab-
lished by the infinite source of all life,
wisdom and power. We were not con-
sulted, advised with or given a vote
« the question.

“It matters but little to us as to how.
why* or for what purpose all this came
shoot We are here under these con-
ditions, and as there Is no possible es-

from It, the all-important ques

tks Is: 'What are we going to do

Itf* How can we make the best

"f °®r situation, and get the most out

«f eonditions over which we have no

uatnd, and can neither alter, change

- jet away from’

"Ow Position briefly stated Is this:

will admit, no material

*n*t*®c*. no matter how great or

*®all. how light or how heavy,

“~1Malbly move a particle without
tbrue some power to move IL

B Ilg equally true mat mind

act, even in the slight-

. *FFRR without a motive; without

«¢J** to call It into action.

That motive. Without an ex-

fc™ .y~ ther good or bad. springs

N-interest and cannot orlgin-
““X other source.

under the laws of nature, or

>»>. CM
too<« wleto™-tereot, when

identical with_th harmon
identical With 0\ >4y

2 w1 m Ta“ S has 50 M.

interest of one is aiw” the real true
interest of all, and y 8 10J the best

comprehend the laws th I ~onghly
occult forces, there wouli 8°Teni 016

Jar er a esnflist. Ow S? ‘;e;/er be a
Hsethewre 4ah e mpdd loyld
cansed by the dSere”~c”™ 560516 Is

dom and their folly- their wis-
all comes from a iack oft™er7°rds it

A» in all this to f Wisd°m.”
Practical and interA”™ °f the most
mle »ays aDo ««Ue. ,,,

Jrapptaess that has eoaf “lL*In true
in many a day. to our "ble

\\/ eom.
virtue of an arrL™ Pamphlets by
ttor at tea te>X<S Th" th"

Iﬁqiecebi 20 cSents \ﬁre’\ h_nﬁgulag

XT-“10“ <<X?

S7?;+ Vv§ 8tUdents’ scientists a™d
Spiritualists. The author attacks pre-
vailing theories in a blunt manner his
central thought being, as he puts if
It is not enough to say the science
of the universe as it is presented today
has many errors. It is fundamentally

80 is misleading all the

As indicative of his style and method
The Light of Truth will present an ex-
tract of one of his chapters next week
under the head of “The Author’'s Sym-
posium.” The book is a valuable one.
It can be supplied by The Light of
Truth. Price, 25c; paper covers, 105
pages.
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Question—How are counterfeiters
affected by the law of Justice in spirit?
—Victim.

Answer.—Just as other selfish indi-

viduals are affected. Counterfeiting,
like mail robbing, is one of the ex-
tremes of selfishness; for it strikes
the poor with unrelenting force and
without redemption. A counterfeit
bill is a total loss to the victim, and
no redress or comfort for his wounds.
You can always judge one's punish-
ment or suffering in spirit by the con-
demnation man puts on the evil com-
mitted. All the heaven or hell a spirit
can ever expect is what he has inher-
ited from earth in the form of human
opinion of himself or feelings against
him. Good deeds inherit good feel-
ings; the reverse is self-evident. Coun-
terfeiting. like mail robbing, is con-
demned by everybody without mercy,
and the criminal gets the brunt of
this condemnation. If sensitive, he
will feel it as a mortal, and have what
is called an uneasy conscience—a hell
within. This will follow him until
the wounds he has made are healed by
time—though some take very long.
And even then he will always be
ashamed to meet those he has injured,
until, perhaps, he and his victims have
forgotten all about it. But a meeting
of them often recalls the fact on both
sides, and one will tell how he was
once the victim of a counterfeiter,
while the counterfeiter will have his
conscience reawakened to the evil once
committed by having to listen to a tale
of woe caused by himself. Passing
counterfeit money or dealing in it be-
longs to the same category and meets
with like suffering. Honesty is the
best policy in earth life, for it inherits
heaven—being a synonym for justice,
for the man who is honest is just all
the way through and unjust in com-
parison to his dishonesty.

Questions—Where is heaven?—Jas.

Bolton.

Answer.—Wherever contentment or
happiness—physical and moral health
are centered. To know or be in pos-
session of the truth brings content-
ment; but we must give up the ma-
terial to obtain this truth. Abnega-
tion leads to it For every physical
enjoyment that man gives up. he gains
spiritual force, and this is synonymous
with inspiration or intuition. Both
let in truth from Nature and man,
whether spirit or mortal. And to pos-
sess this inspirational truth is heaven,
for it requires a heavenly condition
within to obtain it. Truth is every-
where. In the leaf, the plant, the
rock, the river's flow, the wind, the
very air you breathe—only it requires
certain attunement (sensitiveness) to
perceive it Spiritual perception is the
cause—heaven the effect of this per-
ception.

Question.—Is the laborer worthy of
his hire?—Nevada.

Answer.—Always, and often more
than the one who hires him. In fact,
there is but one road to heaven, and
that is by labor. He who has never
done anything for another or exerted
himself to earn his bread, has it all to
go over again—the needed trials, the
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energy lost. Che sympathy wasted or
not brought into play. Will-power can
only be developed through trials, or
Its substitute, sympathy—good deeds.
He who can not labor must exert him-
self otherwise; he who can not sym-
pathise must be just—study it as a
science and make sacrifices that will
pay for nature’s dues the tax needed
to get into that condition which gives
the spirit light and power.

Local and state organisations can do
much for our cause in every communi-
ty. Social, educational, political and
reformatory interests can be made to
feel the power of Spiritualism only
through organisation. Such being the
ease, we believe it to be the duty of
every Spiritualist to render loyal sup-
port to the cause of organic effort in
all departments of its work. The Na-
tional Association can be made of
great service to all local and state so-
cieties, provided it is sustained as it
should be. The American Unitarian
association has been the power behind
the throne that has pushed Unitarian-
ism to the front in America since
1825. Its beneficent work for the de-
nomination it represents can be seen
in every state where it has estab-
lished Unitarian societies, and build-
ed churches and chapels through its
devoted missionaries, to whom it has
paid at least living wages. Spiritual-
ism can do the same thing through its
national organisation, if Spiritualists
will support it, and endow it as liber-
ally as the Unitarians have the A. U.
A.—Banner of Light.
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M. Dupuy has been called by i*ievi-
dent Faure to form a new cabinet.

The Brisson ministry baa resigned
and the military spirit is running riot
in Paris.

The Peace Jubilee in Philadelphia
last week was an event in the bistory
of the city of brotherly love.

Emperor William and his outfit had
a big blowout in Constantinople and
have trudged on to the holy land.

Harold Frederic, one of the leading
American newspaper writers and nov-
elists, passed away in Kenley, Eng-
land, Oct. 19, aged 42.

Heavy and unprecedented blizzards
raged all over the middle west last
week, doing an immense amount of
damage and some loss of life.

The Fashoda Incident was, after all,
an Incident, and has been lost sight of
In the turmoil into which France' has
been thrown by the Dreyfus case re-
vision.

The Spanish peace commission have
at last relinquished their hope that the
United States government would as-
sume the Cuban debt and succumbed
to the inevitable.

The Ohio Federation of Woman's
Clubs met in convention at Columbus
last week. It was one of the most im-
portant gatherings of women in the
history of the state.

The annual congress of the Ameri-
can Secular Union and Freethought
Federation will be held at Washington
hall, 70 E. Adams street, in the city
of Chicago, I1L, Nov. 18, IS and 20.

It is reported that the British cabi-
net has decided to procliam the protec-
torate of Great Britain over Egypt,
general Kitchener received a tremen-

dous ovation on his arrival in London.

Don Carlos, the Spanish throne pre-
tender, is trying to raise money in
London to help him set himself up as
King of Spain. He is strongly sup-
ported in the army and among the
people.

Rev. T. Howell Richards, an Epis-
copal preacher, formerly pastor of the
Dell Rapids, 8. D., Episcopal church,
pleaded guilty at Sioux Falls to the
charge of sending obscene matter
through the mails.

Lawyer Howe and Saint Comstock
had a row in the criminal courts
building in New York during which
the great attorney called Comstock a
liar. As yet no refutation of the state-
ment has been made.

Long distance telephone connection
was established the past week between
New York and Kansas City, and for
the first time in history the human
voice was carried by wire the almost
Inconceivable distance of L2iXi miles.

Miss Loretta Gallagher horsewhip-
ped Harry Johnson of Parkersburg,
W. Van for showing letters that she
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bad written to biot to other girl». and
making alighting ramark» about Iter
Jacob Bradford. tb. girl's »aria, haid
Johnson white sb. applied the whip

Mrs Hatfield Collins received a di-
sorc* at bison. llls., from her husband.
Rev. I. B. Collins on th* ground of
adultery and cruelty. Rev. Collins was
formerly pastor of the First Baptist
church of Xenia, O., and later the pas-
tor of the Baptist church st Amboy.
Hla.

One <rt the Columbus public schools
haring a colored woman among Its
teachers has become nearly depopu-
lated on that account, the parents of
the children so objecting to the colored
girl that they hare taken their children
out of the school and opened a private
school of their own. The board of edu-

cation refuse to remove the colored
teacher.
IT WOULD BE A HELP, INDEED.

We reserve even more than does Pro-
fessor Hyslop, any indorsement of Dr.
Hodgson's conclusion. The evidence Is
very weighty; what it means It Is not
quite easy to say. But we may stop
for a moment even now and think what
a new meaning It would give u> our
religious faith if we could add to it
a scientific demonstration of that be-
lief on which all religion is based, the
belief in the immortality of the soul.
We add what Professor James, of Har-
vard, president of the Society of
Psychical Research, says in the Psy-
chological Review.—Editorial in New
York Independent.
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