


S THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

THE USES OF WOMAN'S BEAUTY.

An Address Delivered Before the Manhattan Liberal Club of
New York City.

BY MILES MENANDER DAWSON.

The superior beauty of civilized
women over men of their own race 13
« matter of common observation. Es-
pecially Is this true In America, where
within the present generation women
have, because generally sheltered from
brutalizing toll and at the same time
encouraged to exercise In the open air,
reached a remarkable degree of phys-
ical perfection, not equalled by that of
their brothers on the whole. Equally

a matter of common observation Is It

that In the lower orders of life. Inclu-

ding barbaric races of men, the fe-
males are decidedly inferior in beauty.

Accompanying this reversal of prim-
itive conditions, we And also that the
relative love for ornament is reversed.

Among barbarians, men Indulge far

more than women in ornament; in-

deed, among many of the most primi- than marked characteristics of moth-
tive peoples the women scarcely e ers. It is undoubtedly true that in all
adorned themselves at all, while tho the lower orders of life the female is
men made use of a profusion of orna- by far the greater determining factor
ment. as to the nature of subsequent genera-

In the lower orders of life the males tions, because of her singular power
are commonly most ornate, while the of selection.

females are severely plain. Natural- An explanation of this subtler acu-

ists have long ago come to the conclu- men has been sought. A common ex-

sion that this difference resulted from planation is that the males are blinded
natural and sexual selection; that, in by a stronger passion, and so are less
. short, the males became ornate be- discriminating. This view doubtless
cause they engaged in rivalry for the is the more acceptable since it answers
favor of the discriminating females. as an excuse for those infidelities of
Their ornamentation was, therefore, men which they would not overlook
like that of women nowadays, the re- In women. The idea has long ago
sult of an actual desire to be beauti- been expressed in poetry, notably in
ful; and from that desire, no doubt, Tennyson's beautiful "Locksley Hall,"
comes not merely the feminine love in which he says:

for ornament, but also the actual fe-  yyoman |s tho lessor man, and «1 her pas-
male beauty, literally wished into ex- sions matched with mine

istence as all perfection of living Are as moonlight unto sunlight, and as
things hag ever been. water unto- wine.

It thus Appeal's that this superior This may be beautiful as moonlight,
beauty of women is not a meaningless but it is, in fact, something differing
thing that “just happened so.” It is, only in name; the veriest moonshine.
on the contrary, a production of evo- Save where one sex has its passions
lutionary processes and itself a pro- artificially repressed, and the other
voking cause of further progress. As has its passions artificially stimulated,
such we will study it; for since wom- no such difference exists.
an’s beauty is a peculiar development The true explanation lies in that
of civilized man only, it is no empty ever-present mother-hunger for per-
compliment to say that the advance- fect progeny, choosing inevitably the
ment of woman is an evidence of civ- highest father attainable for the un-
ilization. born. Father-pride may be equal to

In barbaric man, aside from the mother pride in the cases of some ex-
greater love of men for ornament, ceptionable men; but even among the
we have the conclusive proof of male mostcivlllzed raceswe have notattain-
superiority in strictly physical adorn- ed to that as a condition of things. We
ment, that he wore the distinctive sex are but on the first steps of this heav-

ornament of a beard, as a lion wears en-directed ladder. In lower orders of
his mane or a peacock his tail. We life mother-pride and mother-love tre-
shall see that this acquired ornamen- mendously outweighs paternal pride
tation arose not from his own discrim- and love. In most of these species the
ination, but from that of the women father’'s function stops short at beget-
whose graces he sought to propitiate. ting offspring. Often he never sees or
Naturalists tell us that from' the low- knows his own children. Even in tho
est forms of life upward it is ever the case of those forms of living things
same; the wvariations which find among which the mother and the
favor in the eyes of the females be- young must be supported for a time,
come perpetuated by generation and although fatherly affection is greatly
by a sort of rivalry variations are con- increased, the association of the moth-
tinually summoned into existence by er is far more constant and intimate.
the magic of wishing for them. Thus Out of that association grow the glor-
individuals of the same species are ious blossoms of motherly sentiment.
specialized and little by little the dif- From the small beginnings of scarcely
ferences widen into differences of spe- sentient life it has gone on and on un-
cies. All this upward trend in the low- til the yearning of mothers for perfect
er forms of life is due to the conscious children has become the most promis-
and discriminating selection by the ing thing in all the world. It long ago
mothers-to-be of the finest specimens, became a maternal Instinct, operating
judged by their standards of the males with almost equal strength before and
that present themselves for the fathers after maternity, springing up within
of their chlldren-to-be. Through all the breast upon the approachof matur-
the ages of slow evolution this blessed ity. With irresistible force it com-
mother-hunger for a perfect child has pelled that discriminating selection

kept the current of life flowing ever
on and upward.

Some clever explanations have been
offered for the variations among males
of lower species and the comparative
plainness of the females. One Ameri-
can naturalist explained It by guess-
ing that by some strange influence the
male Is the specializing potency in
generation, and the female the con-
servative or racial element. The sim-
pler explanation is the better one,
namely: that females havo shown the
nicer discrimination In choosing their
mates, and so by a process of selection
have made permanent those almost
accidental variations which found fa-
vor In their eyes. There is no evi-
dence that marked characteristics of
fathers are more readily Inherited

which brought tho males of all species
to ornamented perfection.

Tho comparatively small develop-
ment of father-pride, tho fact being
that fatherhood was no serious matter
to tho males of most species, prevent-
ed tho development among tho lower
spocies of this fine discrimination on
tho part of males. Consequently there
was little or no occasion for female
rivalry, and tho males romalned plain
and devoid of ornament. Tho prffofs
are overwhelming that this romalned
true up to tho development of the spo-
cies man, and far along his develop-
ment through barbarism, practically
his only important selection being di-
rected toward young women, not real-
izing that tho brutalizing toll and dis-
honor which he put upon his mate
alono prevented hor from remaining
permanently attractive to him.

The growth of the discriminating
faculty among men can alone account
for the enormous development of wom-  tion, hor own discrimination wns
an’s beauty. This Is but a new way turned upon herself. That invention
of saying what one often hoars from was tho mirror. No doubt ono reason
the commonest of observers; Women for tho plainness of females of lower
beautify themselves to please men. speclos is tho fact that they do notsee
The saying Is not merely true of their themselves, and so do not turn their
ornamentation; it is equally true, dream of beauty Into a reality In their
probably, of their acquisition of actual own persons, but instead employ it to
physical graces. They havo longed dovolop bounty in tho males. By the
themselves into beauty; they have ob- use of tho mirror, especially when Im-
tained that which they longed for, pelled by tho powerful necessity of
because it brought them favor in the pleasing mon, women havo been able
sight of men. to greatly modify their features and

It Is interesting to study how this figures from genoration to generation.
discriminating faculty on tho part of Having obtained what many esteem
men was developed from the unprom- to be tho fatal gift of beauty, having
ising primitive beginning of prefer- got thus far upon tho road, what Is
ring adolescence to maturity, a feature woman to do with the power that It
which the most civilized mon have gives her? What advantage has she
Scarce|y outgrown. Among the lower in its possession over tho position oc-
orders of life two methods of sex as- cupied by tho plainer females of lower
sociation are known, one by wooing species, relatively speaking?
and one by force. The wooing by the The only possible reply is this:
males—for the selective disposition of “None." The advantage is all tho
the females, always, or practically al- other way. The plainer females of
ways, compelled male wooing—ever these lower species did not need to bo
tended toward increasing the discrim-  beautiful in order to bo attractive;
inating faculty among the females. not to need a thing is known by every
Among these orders of life, practically philosopher to bo greater and moro
the only opportunity for mule selec- solid riches than to have it Nobody
tion was by ravishment, the male be- can behold tho blandishments so fre-
ing otherwise compelled to be chosen, quently employed by women without
rather than choose. a burning sense of indignation that

To be sure there is such a tiling as they should be compelled to use thom.
mutuality, a being chosen and at the The old conditions were far moro in-
same time choosing; but this is only dependent than tne present, and, on
possible in a highly civilized state. In the whole, probably comparatively
primitive forms of life, such double se- more agreeable, since _|t was necessary
lection. would render generation too only to be wooed, while tho very pos-
sparse and infrequent. It does not ex-  session of beauty Is itself a species ot
ist. The evolution of man’s power of wooing; and observation demonstrates
discrimination began, then, in those that a considerable amount ot moro
savage conditions under which he al- or less skillful effort to attract men's
most wholly effaced the woman’s priv- attention accompanies it However
ilege of choosing. This he accom- delicate this may be, all such seeking
plished by his superior physical force, for admiration is in its essencewooing,
In part, especially in savage life; and and Its presence marks a wide depar-
in more civilized life because of his ture from tho system under which the
superior economic productivity, which  female needed only to consent to b
makes the mother almost completely wooed.

dependent upon him. The fact is, as we have soon, that
This bitter period of woman-slavery this gift of superior beauty camo to
had to be lived through in order that gild woman’s chains, to make hor
the stunted and dwarfed male dis- galling slavery more endurable by ee*
crimination might evolve to the end curing for her the tender lovo ot hor
that the whole race might be brought lord and master. Through it, however,
to the highest perfection. It is a dark a way is opening to a yot higher stage
period, during which the highest and of human evolution—a stage which
holiest sentiments of motherhood were .could bo obtained only when hoth
ruthlessly sacrificed, and during much sexes select instead of only one,
of which, by a most cruel decision, Consider, If you will, what might bo
the monopoly of ownership of children  the human race If overy marriage were
was given to the father. How long the union of two superior, beautiful
when it is noted that laws of this char-  chgosing, rejoicing through life In one
acter still survive in most countries, another's loveliness! Consider, fur-
and were swept off the statute books ther that under such conditions unfit
of New York within a generation only.  hersons would not mate at all, tho ron-

As a result of this, however, wom-  sonable of them because conscious ot
an’s beauty became a prized, a precious jts Impropriety and because not chosen
thing. Woman learned its value to by the superior ones whom alono they
her, and sought it and longed for it, \would consider eligible, and tho unrea-
and it came to her as all things which  sonable because restrained In the In-
are earnestly longed for come to mor- terest of society!

tals. How may woman help to bring thio

Tho necessities of tho :
for this finer discrimination and J?1
«renter father-prido amon? mal»
the human species. Ono of the ¢J*
lions of the evolution of higher tor
of lito Is tho extension of tho t*,%
of Infancy. When infancy Is 20 ?/JI
Instead of a few months, marrlaT*
can not be moro affairs of a
Paternal euro and paternal love wPr
Imperatively domanded and they cam,
and with them that superior
tho selection of a help-mate which
sprang both from tho now earnest de.
sire for perfect offspring and from tho
doslro for agreeable companionship on
tho part of tho wife. Friends are «.
loctod with much greater care than
acquaintances; tho wife under such
conditions had to bo a friend, to ho ns-
soclatod with for a lifetime.

Under such conditions tho Impulse
given to women to bocomo beautiful
was Irresistible. Moreover, by Inven-
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tf By reasserting her discrim-
inating selection. For ages sho has
been in subjection, unable In many
Mr— to select at all, and always Im-
properly influenced In her selection.
Vader free conditions her beauty,
rightly handled, will restore to her the
ancient privilege of selection, sharing
It with men, however, to the great ad-
vantage of both and of th© children

to be- .
It has not died out of her. Nothing

can kill it The hunger for a perfect

child moves beneath every unspoiled

woman's bosom. Shewill not. with eyes
open and things seen as they are. select
mfaulty father for her unborn children.

All that is required Is that she should

be able to see things as they are.

in order to do so. she must first of

all be instructed as to the power of
beauty and the uses which may be
made of it. In giving tills instruction,
one should not shirk showing what
uses are made of it in ministering to
the brutalized passions of men, nor
showing how to women who follow
such lives beauty Is indispensable.
One should also not shirk showing
what use may bo made of it In secur-
ing lofty social position or respectable
wealth and comfort by marrying a
wealthy man. Theso are genuine uses
under present conditions, and uses
which every possessor of beauty
among women must learn of. She can
not learn of them too early, so that the
fascination and novelty may not bo-
guile her into becoming either ot those
despicable things—a sower for men's
vices or a mother of unwelcome chil-
dren whose father is not sincerely
loved.

The safe course lles in a full and fair
elucidation of these uses, with explana-
tions of how, under conditions which
at one time existed, both of them have
served women well, and were, in fact,
unavoidable courses for female energy
and ambition to take. The remedy and
protection lies in a glimpse of that
highest use, possible only under rea-
sonably free conditions—the attraction
to herself of that man whom in her
heart she can reverence And whom it is
aglory to reproduce.

Beauty commands its price. Wom-
an's beauty is so precious a thing to
man, so desired above all other things,
that she need not sell it for the bauble
of a moment’s favor, or for wealth and
position. She can demand for it and
get for it that devotion which creates
what Frances Willard has so beautiful-
ly called “a white life for two.”

Moreover, if she will but set her
price high enough she may retain that
devotion forever. She should be dearer
and fairer to her husband for every
day they know one another. If she
demands nothing and yields nothing
but the highest, she will have what she
demands and what she will give in re-
turn.

No man turnB away from the highest
for a lower, except at great humilia-
tion to himself, and usually because in
some way his ideal has faded. The
ideal need not fade; it will not lade if
the woman holds her beauty at the
highest of all prices and laughs at ri-
vals, conscious that she does not want
what any other woman could take from
her; that if herhusband leaves het side
he but wrongs himself.

Moreover, as a means of self-protec-
tion and of race-protection, every wom-
an should seek to remove the tremen-
dous economic advantages of the rich
over the poor. Nothing so enables that
primitive and brutal form of male dis-
crimination, the selection of young fe-
males; to continue as this economic su-
periority, especially when it results, as
it does to often, in the bitter poverty
and even starvation of the young men
who ought to mate with these young
women. If there wereno rich men con-
fusing and depraving the taste of

\t/;/‘lom%'* Be eJZUnB- thp »bnormaltt
e union of January i
soon become unknow¥1 4 May wr
Few things are ruori
the onlooker than the ni
old man and a young W<,y man it Wo
soon be os disgusting 10 tho turn the
selves If wealth bng the false
distinctions which \yealth create
swept away A woman of fifty
be more nt to a man of fifi
than a woman of tWOnty| she shou

In fact, be quite ps Aftractive aa

woman of twenty to a youth of twen-
ty. It would bo expected of her that

she would retain this attractiveness if
the social conditions completely shut
out the woman of twenty from the con-
sideration of the man of fifty. The
woman of twenty would soon enough
shut herself out of that consideration
if she were not uneducated about her-
self and misled by social conventions.
And the demand of men for continued
attractiveness would be met, would bo
fulfilled, just as the demaud of men for
fb'ﬁaléty In women has already been ful-
illed.

To my knowledge aud that of other
competent observers, this yearning for
continued beauty in women as they
grow old has been fulfilled in Individ-
ual cases. Women who have been
blest with faithful and constant love,
fully returned by them, have basked in
its radiance and seemed to preservo
and perpetuate their bloom, as if in
response to the prayer of the hearts
that' loved them. Couples growing
gracefully and charmingly old together
may be seen here and there about the
land, brilliant examples of what all
wedded persons may one day be. That
there are not more such in every com-
munity argues that there is yet much
to do before this free selection, dis-
criminating on the part of both man
and woman, is fully developed, result-
ing in the abolishment of unfaithful-
ness.

Woman's standard is not yet high
enough; she has grown so accustomed
to her chains that she does not yet
know how to employ her freedom. She
yet holds herself at too low a price,
while men rate themselves at so high
a value that the slightest tarnish ren-
ders a woman ineligible. That stand-
ard must go higher and higher, woman
exercising more and more rigid dis-
crimination. Men are what women
will have them to be—what the most
beautiful and most attractive women
insist that they must be in order to en-
joy that beauty. If the standard is low
the men will be low.

That the standard for women is high
is because they are what men will have
them to be; and the selection of men,
although a recently acquired power, is
most rigid and exacting. Since the
standard is high, women average high.

Some day there will not be a woman
so debased that she would reproduce
an unworthy man, or a man so low
that he would have an unworthy wom-
an be mother to his children.

MILES MENANDER DAWSON.

JUDAISM.

One reason why the Jews hlave no
missions is, that they are llibenal and
broad in. ithellr attitude towards other
faiths, niot proceeding on the principle
that everyone will be lost who does
mot accept Jewish doctrine, 'they do
not 'believe that any sect has “a patent
right to the kingdom of heaven,” but
that It Is left to every intelligent man
and woman to discern good from evil;
and they can do it very well according
to their own religion, unless they are
steeped in blind prejudice.—Rabbi
Weiss.

THE OPIUM AND MORPHINE HABIT.

_“ What We May Do to be Saved" is a little hook,
Jivin ?u}llvpart{%lﬁars ote a re?%b'le cure. ti?ree.
Stepheiv Vept. B,ILebanonlOnlaa
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RECRNT arcHAEOLOGIC DISCOV-
ERIE« IN I'HE NILE VjhLLET.

M. Jacques dle Mflfn thy director-

Egyptian.

d©§1 to his

— . in of New

York, particulijre of his latejst find in

tell of one of the greatest Egyptian

Thgytﬁescribe thg?l fdin%in olt tlie tomb
an e mummilled body ¢ '
ﬂrobable; first lting, who i)s/ sﬁgpﬁggﬂg
ave reigned 11.800 years B. C.. or al-
most 7.000 Yeera ago. According to
archaeologists. the importaiico of this
discovery can not be oveirestimated.
M. de Morgan is on© of th© greatest of
Egyptian explorers. Many finds of In-
estimable value can also bo placed to
his credit, and a large portion of the
contents of the Imperial museum of
antiquities at Glzeh evidences his suc-
cess In ancient Egyptian discoveries.
During tlie greater part of the last
year he paid special attention to the
study of prehistoric man In the Nile
valley; and in that portion of the val-
ley formed by the bend in the Nile be-
tween Thebes and Abydos, he un-
earthed many of the oldest records
pertaining to early Egyptian history
that have yet boon found. From these
records it became apparent that at one
time, in the extremely remote past,
Abydos was the capital of Egypt, aud
tho city that contained the tomb of
Osiris, tho oldest tomb of which tradi-
tion speaks. It was to investigate
over again this remarkable ground
that M* do Morgan began his search.
Working steadily by means of trench-
ings and soundings, tho first notable
discovery was made in the shape of
ancient flint arrowheads. These were
of the most remarkable kind, and evi-
dently belonged to a period consider-
ably ante-dating the time of the fourth
dynasty, which up to .this time had
been the most remote age of which
science had any record. Other imple-
ments were found in the shape of in-
dented flint blades, which had proba-
bly been used as saws aud sickles.
This was determined from the fact
that wheat is believed by historians to
have grown wild in Egypt at the time
of the first dynasty, and the shape of
the implements found indicates clearly
that they were used for harvesting this
wild cereal. A complete specimeu of
one of these sickles, in its wooden set-
ting, was found deeply buried in the
sand. This sickle indicates that the
people of the first dynasty were ad-
vanced in the art of agriculture, as
well as accustomed to the use of flint
tools.

M. de Morgan also found evidences
that these ancient people had a relig-
ion of their own, in the shape of slate
figures of fishes, birds and turtles,
which he dug up. He believes the re-
ligion to have been a sort of fetich-
ism, as he can in no other way explain
the curious images.

M. de Morgan says that the rulers
of these early dynasties deemed it ab-
solutely Essential that their bodies
should exist in a perfect condition un-
til the time of the corporeal resurrec-
tion of the royal dead. According to
their belief the living man consisted of
four parts—a body, a soul, an intelli-
gence and an appearance, or double.
Death disassociated these four parts,
which, according to the belief, would

ultimately be reunited for all time. If

upon the return of the soul the real
body was in any way Injured the soul

immediately took refuge in the wooden
The inscription on the walls of
this wonderful tomb, like those of a
later date, pictured the achievements
and elaborate funeral rites and texts of
They showed
him in the height of his glory and
again lying in mummified form. A se-

image.

the royal Inhabitant.

periiarmed. The ¢
bngoways and rooms in tho great tomb
were lined with what appeared to bo
sun-dried brick, although tho bricks
were of very course workmanship. Tho
pavements of the floors wore of gran-
ite. and hero and there woro traces of
wooden coverings.
ery by M. do Morgan, nothing had boon
found to throw any light upon tho bo-
ginnlug of Egyptian history.

Of DIetUFM TVpnesented the body
Teat sledge across
tomb. The sledge

vas ‘drawn by mon iand men and fol-

many n timers. Th© ple-

by
luresi indicated” thiAt at that period of

. story th© greatest
nouy or a Klilg'e [it© was his fu-
any must have ex-

tended over a great many days, judg-

us rites that wore
Inga of all tho pas-

Until this discov-
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THOUGHTS BY THE WAY.

Revenge is tho grandchild of selfish-
ness.

The Absolute has neither past nor
future.

It is better to be in the light con-
cerning one’s self than all tho rest of
the world.

Skepticism nowadays is frequently
the loser in a deal. The impossible
is vanishing.

Demagoguery in Spiritualism is like
a lamp without a wick—more apt to
explode than illuminate.

There is no glory in a victory based
on selfishness. Monuments are often
reared to the wrong men.

We see a reflection of those virtues
best in others that we have ourselves.
The human aura is a mirror that re-
flects its like".

The best way to obtain “occult”
power is through self-culture, begin-
ning with a study of one’s own nature,
physical and mental.

Much of a man’s ill luck is due to
a lack of intuition, but more so to a
lack of catching spirit inspiration giv-
en for one’s guidance. Self-love shuts
out both.

The difference between doubt and in-
credulity is the difference that exists
between knowledge and ignorance, or
wisdom and conceit One is reasoning
with caution; the other is not reason-

ing at all.

AN ANTIDOTE AGAINST ANTI-ISM
—|s—

Rev. Marlon F. Hain’s
SERMON ON SPIRITUALISM
—and—

Rev. Dr. Duryea’s
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF MEDIUMSHIP

Both contained In one tract at B cents
ea}ch, (())E) $1 for 25; $1.50 for 50, and $2.60
or 100.



SOME MATERIALISTIC ARGU-
MENTS DISCUSSED.

Granted the existence of Omnipo-
tence the materialistic contention that
the universe could not have been cre-
ated from nothing will not hold water.
The converse is mathematically cor-
rect:

In plain language: Unity divided
by infinity is equal to nothing, there-
fore nothing multiplied into infinity
is equal to unity—that is, something.

It is denied that matter can have
been created, because it cannot be de-
stroyed. As a matter of fact, man
cannot destroy it, nor any particle of
it. But neither can man create it,
nor any part of it. Probably if
he could «create it he could

also destroy it. To deny that

is begging the question at issue, for if
any being created it that being could
destroy it.

I would here remark, en passant,
that if, as seems possible, man can
only destroy that which he can create,
then as man did not create life, so
neither can he destroy life. This would
denote an existence after the death of
the body for the inferior animals. On
the other hand, if man can destroy life,

' then he must be potentially competent

to create it. The means of so doing,

and the method of their application,
must be within his grasp.

If matter be increatible and inde-
structible, the universe must exist eter-
nally. According to Emanuel Kant,
"If we suppose that the world never
had a beginning in time it follows that
every moment is in eternity—in other
words, that at each instant the suc-
cessive state of things m the universe
form an infinite series. Now the
characteristic of an infinite series is
this, that it can never be completed

. by a successive synthesis. Consequent-
ly this infinite series of successive
states is impossible.”  (First Anti-
nomy—Thesis.) Chateaubriand says,
in his metaphysical proof, "Some thing
has existed from all eternity, and
must be independent and immutable.

Otherwise there would be an infinite

succession of causes and effects, with-
out a first cause, which is a contra-
diction.”  (Genius of Christianity—

Appendix.)

But if we admit that the universe
had a beginning in time we are con-
fronted by a new difficulty—however
remote that beginning, an eternity pre-
ceded it. The Primal Cause, after an
eternity of inactivity, suddenly begins
to act. The motive must have existed
within himself, and must have always
so existed. The contrary supposition
is inconsistent with the ideas of inde-'*
pendance and immutability. The in-
finite series may be impossible, but
this is absurd. Is there no way out
of this dilemma? Must we choose be-
tween an impossibility and an absurd-
ity?

The whole materialistic argument in
this connection has been based on the
assumption that the universe is lim-
ited by our perceptions; that we know
truth; that we see things as they real-
ly are. And yet John Stuart Mill, a
materialist, wrote “The Relativity of
Human Knowledge;” Kant has admit-
ted that we have no knowledge of
noumena, but are only acquainted with
phenomena; Bradlaugh has said that
we do not know things, per se. Every-
one Is agreed that we can have no
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conception, of infinity of duration or of
extension, "though we Know that tney

exist.” Mow do we Know that they
exist if we have no conception of
them? it is a necessity or cue hu-

man mind; we cannot conceive of a
limit to either.” This contention may
avail if our conception of Time and.
bpace be correct, so far as it goes. But
we do not know. The argument may
be summarized thus—We cannot con-
ceive of a limit to a thing winch we
do not understand and or which we
have reason to believe our ideas are
incorrect.

Spiritualists affirm that in many of
the communications which they ciaim
to receive from those who have passed
on to the next stage of existence, they
are told that, in the spirit world, time
is not measured as we measure it here.
The spirits plead inability to explain
the difference, by reason of the im-
perfection of our language. This dif-
ference, if it exists, must exist in the
organs of perception. It would appear,
too, that their perception of space
must be different from ours, for they
claim to be able to create their own
surroundings; yet the surroundings of
one individual seemingly do not clash
with those of another, as would be the
case were such a power exercised here.
A recent Harbinger stated that clair-
voyants have seen hundreds, of spirits
in. a room which would barely contain
50 persons. These spirits in form and
magnitude, resemble ourselves,”-there-
fore, if the allegation be correct, the
spiritual and material concepts of
space must differ widely.

We can reason fromthe known to the
unknown if what is known be truly

known.  Correct reasoning requires
for its data properly apprehended
facts.

Perhaps, St. Augustine, while grop-
ing in the darkness in search of God,
may have stumbled upon a truth in
what he has expressed in the follow-
ing passage—“Thou, who alone art
eternal, didst not begin to work after
innumerable spaces of time were run
out; because no*space of time either
have passed or shall pass, either have
gone or come, but what are Thy work,
who abidest always the same.” (Con-
fessions, Book vii, Chap, xv.)

The existence of evil is held by
many to be an insurmountable object
to a belief in God. They say that a
world created and governed by an Al-
mighty, all-wise, and all-good Deity,
would be free from the evils we see
around us; and they ask whydidagood
God create evil? The error of church
doctrines give the materialist this ar-
gument. The church has borrowed
Ahrimanes from the Ancient Persians,
given him a new suit and christened
him Satan. The Devil, the principal of
evil, has, according to this authority,
an actual objective existence. But let
us see.

In this world good and evil are com-
parative terms. Our only method of
judgment whether a thing be evil or
no is by comparing it with something
better, of which we have some knowl-
edge. If we know of nothing better
we do not consider it evil. Thus a
winter spent tai the Arctic regions is
considered an evil by most Europeans,
yet the Esquimaux think it no evil
to spend their lives there. A profes-
sional man, with but three hundred a

year income, is a poor man, yet a la-
borer who is in receipt of one-fourth

of that amount is well to do, while
Goldsmith’s parson was "passing rich
on 40 pounds a year.” Toothache is
an evil, but one suffering in the last
stages of consumption would think it
a blessed change if he he had but the
toothache; and so on ad lib. Evil is
purely subjective. It may be said of
physical evil that whatever is not up
to the observer’s standard of comfort
is so described, and of moral evil,
evil, whatever is below his standard
of goodness.

Let us assume that two other plan-
ets—say Venus and Mars—are inhabit-
ed, each by a race resembling in every
point the human race. Let us suppose
that Venus being a younger planet, is
in the condition corresponding to our
Tertiary period, and that its inhabit-
ants are in the Troglodyte stage of de-
velopement, but little removed from
the ape; living in caves; indulging in
cannibalism, promiscuous intercourse,
etc., and that their language contains
no words to signify honor, honesty, or
truth, for the ideas which those words
represent have not yet dawned upon
their minds. The worst men in this
world are good when compared with
the natives of Venus.

Mars, being an elder planet, will be
more advanced than our own. Its in-
habitants are enjoying the fruits of a
far grander and higher civilization
than ours. They realized the, dream
of Bellamy thousands of years ago,
and have been progressing ever since.
The best men of this world are bad
meh when compared with the worst
in Mars, while the average citizen of
Mars possesses virtues of which we
have neither knowledge nor concep-
tion.

Someone, | forgot who, has said “all
men are liars;” social reformers say
“all men are robbers, or robbed.” Let
us assume for the purposes of this ar-
gument that both are correct. We
know that there exists a criminal class,
some of whom are murderers. On
this earth, then, all are liars; a great
number—say half-liars and thieves;
whilst a minority are liars, thieves,
and murderers. All are evil; but still,
those who are merely liars will nat-
urally be classed as good, and only the
murderers, and some of the worst of-
fenders among the thieves will be re-
garded as being really bad.

There is no such thing as absolute
evil. Evil is merely the deficiency of
good, as cold is the deficiency of heat, on put the question, whether the con-
or darkness want of light. Many vention be served with ordinary coffee
things which we consider evil are good or with Postum, and the vote was for
and necessary for certain purposes, Postum without one dissenting voice,
and we do not know but that all so- the ladies flocking about the cook to
called evils belong to that category. ascertain how to make such a delicious

It is a trite saying that “what is one beverage, on which many of them had
man’s evil is another’s good,” and the failed in their first attempts. The an-
shower of rain which hinders one swer was simple: boil 15 minutes after
man’s work and another’s pleasure, boiling commences, while for church
makes the grass grow for the grazier suppers, conventions, etc., enclose the
and the crops for thé farmer. The product in two cheese-cloth bags in
existence of evil can be no objection coffee boiler and boil one hour. The
to the goodness of God, for evil does famous Postum Coffee thus made fur-
not exist. ** Spiritualism teaches that nishes a hot beverage full of nourish-
evil is undeveloped good, and, to quote  ment for nerves and brain and deli-
St. Augustine again: “All things that cious to the taste. People are slowly
have a being are good; and that evil, awakening to the fact that the daily
the origin of which I had been so long  drugging with narcotics in the shape
seeking for, is no substance. For if it of coffee and tobacco accounts for the
were a substance it would be good; for many ills of head, nerves, heart and
it would either be an incorruptible  stomach. The action of the New York
substance—a great good indeed—or it state convention indicates their intelli-
would be a corruptible substance, gence on the subject in hand.
which if it were not good could not be
corrupted. ¢ ¢ ¢ Therefore all things
taken severally are good, and “all
things together are very good.” (Con-
fessions, Book vii, Chap, xii.))—E. J.
Mitchell, in the Harbinger of Light.

ST. LOUIS ASTROLOGER.

Predicted the Mishap to the Maine Al
most a Year Ago.

Mr. Julius Erickson, an employe of
the St. Louis postoffice, who has a na
tional reputation as an astrologer, all
though he is not a professional, in .
prediction of the events of McKinleya
stay in the White House, published in
the August, 1897, number of "Intelli-
gence,” a metaphysical magazine of
New York, predicted the possible dis-
aster to the Maine.

Mr. Erickson said: “The sixth house
rules the navy. Jupiter is unfortunate-
ly weak and badly afflicted. This lb
ominous of evil, and we shall suffer a
loss in some way in that direction. The
year 1898 will witness more trouble.
Ships of states will sail through rough
seas, and dangerous shores axe to be
encountered, but a good, cool-minded
man is at the helm, and he holds the
ship true. The years 1899 and 1900 are
also fraught with trouble and great
dangers of war.”

Mr. Erickson claims, and with much
show of right, that the destruction of
the Maine fulfills the prediction of the
disaster to the navy that he hit off
nearly a year ago.

Mr. Erickson, it will be remembered,
is the man who predicted the election
of McKinley for the “Star,” and whose
horoscope of that event was copied all
oyer the country, so faithful was it and
so'strong did it portray attending cir-
cumstances, which were afterward
proven by the occurrences themselves.

(We are now printing a book of As-
trology by this gentleman, which will
be ready for our library in a few
months.—Ed.- L. of T.j

A PECULIAR INCIDENT.

An incident occurred at the W. C. T.
U. State convention at Cortland, N. Y.,
early in October, that marks an era of
progress, and is interesting inasmuch
as it indicates the trend of thought of
the present day. It was proposed that
Postum Cereal Coffee be served at
meals for delegates, in place of ordi-
nary coffee. Some of the ladies stated
that they had tried Postum once and
did not fancy it. However, it was serv-
ed at the first general meal, and the
ladies were very emphatic in their
terms of approval. Some one thereup-

Beware of harmful substitutes and
adulterated coffee sold for Cereal Coffee
under same fetching name. Genuine
packages have red seals thereon and
the words “It makes red blood.”—Adv.

True sympathy will suffer; and none
do this more effectually than they that
are honest from principle, not policy.

THE BETTER WAY—An occult story, by
H. McL. Shepard Wolff. 25 cents.
THE REAL ISSUE—By Moses Hull An

argument on political and Industrial econ-
omy. 25 eenta.

THE WATSEKA WONDER — A Sam of
Double OoMctouaMM. 10 cants.

THOMAS PAINE—WAS HE JUNIUS—
By W. H. Burr. Price 10 oents.



The World of Psychics and
Liberal Thought.

A colored evangelist, who was
jttag subscriptions for “de po’ hes
stoners who live 'crost de ocean,”
in the course of his remarks:
thing er dem dear brotherin—dem po
benighted people—goin’ eroun stark
«.had in a climate dat’s ez hot ez de
place where lots er you iz gwine ter!
Not a stitch er cloze ter dey backs!”
But just here an old deacon arose and
mM- “May | ax de brudder one ques-
tion!” “Yes, suh; en two ef you likes.”
“Well,” exclaimed the deacon, bringing
his fist down on the pew railing, “what
I wants ter know is dis: What does
dem naked heathen want with cloze in
a climate ez hot as dat? In my opin-
ion, what dey raly needs mos’ is um-
brellas!”—Atlanta Constitution.

In the event of war with the United
States Spain hopes that the Americans
can not stand the climate on the island
of Cuba, and will die out with yellow
fever. But what ails our half million
patriotic colored troops of the south,
who would bask in such a climate and
enjoy the sunshine, never dreaming of
yellow fever or any other fever? These
ravages in the south seldom affect the
colored race.

The Duluth (Minn.) school board
has decided that children must take
up the study of physiology when it
comes in their regular school course,
whether they like it or not, the de-
cision having come about because
some of the children refuse to study
physiology, they being subject to the
teachings of Christian Science, which
holds that there is no such thing as
disease, hence no need of physiology.

The Christian Science societyof Min-
neapolis, Minn., has just dedicated the
first church of that cult built in Minne-
sota. It has been erected at a cost of
8,000, has a seating capacity of 700,
and is an ornament to the community.

Rev. C. H. Pridgeon, pastor of the
Presbyterian church; Mrs. Dora Holi-
day and Miss Ella McMillan, all of
Canonsburg, Pa., are officially charged
with having caused the death of Mrs.
Jennie 0. Whiteside by the practice of
faith cure in preference to regular
medical treatment

Recent developments in the career
of Cashier Quinlan of the Chemical
National bank in New York open up
a prospect for members of the dark-
lantern guild. Instead of walking up
to the cashier’s window, presenting a
revolver and demanding money or life,
they merely need to make a few passes
and submit their request in a modest
way. The cashier will thereupon pass
over all available cash without further

parley.

The Toledo police board is after the
fortune tellers and others of that ilk

Edward B. Curtis, an old miner, b.e-
came Interested in Spiritualism some
time ago. He consulted a medium, who
mapped out a course for him to fol-
low. He did so, and in Gunnison coun-
ty, Colo., struck a deposit of gold
which assays $6,000 to the ton. As a
result the "Clairvoyant Gold Mining
company” has been formed with a cap-
ital stock of 1,000,000 for the purpose
of developing the claim.

M. T. McGarvey, a Spiritualistic me-
dium of 1508 Lexington street, Louis-
ville, Ky., was fined $50 by Judge
Thompson for practicing without a
license. McGarvey’'s attorney made
the claim that the holding of Spiritunl-
Istic readings is a religious practice,
and therefore the city has no authority
to tax it The case was appealod.

Liber
Paine to
whatever is
of others; thus
right of each i
other than those whi
members of society enjo
same rights.

The Hlinois state board
may soon take action initiatory to the
passage of a law by the legislature
which will limit hypnotic practice to
regular physicians.

“Then you really believe that the
art of photography will unfold to ovr
perceptions the glories of the spiritual
in nature, and the evil and good in
man?” The question was put to Pro-
fessor William Cox, biologist and stu-
dent of rational psychology, of Brook-
lyn, the other day. “Certainly,” said
the professor, With emphasis. “With
Josephine Curtis Woodbury 1 say—
‘who shall say that Marion Crawford
is wrong when he foretells the possi-
bility of summoning Heine, Chopin
and Cicero from the vasty deep by
turning the switch of a dynamo! Let
us gird ourselves for the new glories
close upon us! The dead may enter
into the great jamborie. Nobody will
be anybody in particular, but we shall
all be somebody else, but on identity
and individuality! Matter will be
mind, and mind will be matter.” If
you Want to know more about this
matter read the writings Of Mme. Bla-
vatsky’s Isis Unveiled. She says in
her books that she saw the spiritual
forms of plants and saw material at-
oms climb the spiritual atoms as the
plant was materialized.

The Rev. Mary Baker Eddy has
made a conveyance to the Science
church of Boston of property valued
at $50,000.

The household of the future must
first be congenial in itself. Soulful
affiliation, uniform morals, one mind,
form the sole nucleus around which to
gather a family. Having learned that
Truth needs no protection from us,
but only reception and transmision,
we may at once reconstruct our homes
on the new plan, and soon lay aside
many moral anxieties which oppress
us at the outset. Reformation is in
the air, and becoming contagious. The
church universal feels it. The state is
a'quiver with its power. Society is
hastening to wash itself clean, not in
the pool of Siloam, but in the home
circle, where the new, sparkling life-
stream is most powerfully felt.

"Now, Thomas,” said a certain bish-
op, after taking his servant to task
one morning, "who is it that sees all
we do, and hears all we say, and knows
all we think, and who regards even
me in my bishop’s robes as but a worm
of the dust?” And Thomas replied:
"The missus, sir!”

THE PRINCIPLES OF LIGHT AND
COLOR.

Including Among other things the har-
monic laws of the universe, the Etherlo-
ntomic philosoRhy of force, chromo-chem-
Istr.v. chromo-therapeutics and general phi-
losophy of the fine forces, together with
numerous discoveries and practical applica-

tions. Illustrated by over 200 engravings
and four Iar?e colored plates, by Dr. E. D.
Babbitt. 551 pages—large clear type, sub-
stantial binding, cloth and gold. Price,

only $6.00,
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Well, how shall I proceed to change
the vibrations myself? Shall 1 make
a mental picture of her as an advanced
spirit and attune to that as a central
thought?”

“No. You are determined to fashion .
the garment your friend must wear
while in your presence, and this would
be as much of a misfit as the old one
is. Simply consider her an advancing
ego, improving expressions in all re-
spects according to her power and com-
prehension of needs.”

“I will try, but possibly 1 will not
know her as she would come now were
I to see her.”

“If you are entirely on the surface of
things you will not, but the desire to
see her as she is now proves you, to an
extent, prepared to penetrate to pro-
found depths. But persevere and await
results.”

I soon realized when trying to follow

the advice given how tenaciously I had
held to the old personality or form; but
one sunny day in early autumn, to my
great surprise, | saw her clairvoyantly.
I had seen her before in the old garb,
but nothing like this, though | knew
her instantly. | had often heard she
was very beautiful in youth, but the
beauty | saw could not be duplicated
in a mortal. A feeling of regret came
with the thought of how | had been
persistently clothing her in the old,
discarded earth robe. She smiled and
said: “Never mind. You did not com-
prehend what you were doing, but I
would rather put on" the old garb than
not have you realize that I come to
you. Learn from this the unwisdom of
trying to place any soul in respect to
advancement; for, after all, you can do
so only according to your own compre-
hension of the same; but if you always
entertain, and express true to the
thought, that all life is expressing an
evolution of soul in form, and expres-
sions through it, and ever going on to
something better; that love outworks
harmony and happiness to all life, then
neither incarnate nor decarnate souls
will ever be compelled, if they come
into your aura, to express other than
true to their standards of excellence,
and whatever may be reflected in it
will ever afford satisfaction.”

That brief season of dissatisfaction
has brought me precious fruitage, for
which | thank the dear friend and
spirit teacher whose many invaluable
lessons are a constant reminder of the
great good to be obtained through Spir-
itualism. LISLE E. SAXTON.

all around

would reflect-beauty Ind

never studied to understand it

until 1 became a Spiritualist, then v__
the aid of a'spirit teacher | did so
with much satisfaction.

At one of the morning circles, while
attending a Spiritualist campmeeting
in 1896, a medium came to me and de-
scribed a very dear friend who passed
over a number of years ago, at an ad-
vanced age. The description was an
accurate one of her at the time of her
transition. She said that she came’to
assure me of her continued love and
interest, and after events proved it,
through an invaluable lesson of ex-
periences. | acknowledged the accu-
racy of the description, and thanked
the medium, but I was dissatisfied, not
that | doubted the genuineness of the
message, but | Was disposed to doubt
the advancement of the spirit friend,
because she came in the state of old
age. | promptly routed the inclina-
tion, determined to have no more of
it, and succeeded while at camp, but
Very soon after getting home it came
to the front with augmented force.
The same doubt of advancement
possessed my mind, though I knew she
was always progressive while here,
and uncommonly intelligent, and
though 1 loved her dearly, this doubt
was depreciating her in my estima-
tion. | sensed the presence of the
spirit teacher, and mentally asked
if my conjectures were true, and this
conversation ensued:

“Do not be hasty in forming conclu-
sions, especially under such circum-
stances. Perhaps her appearance in
that way was due entirely to your own
state, instead of her’s.”

“My state!” | echoed.
plain.”

“You have proved many times satis-
factory to yourself -that you can so at-
tune the vibrations of your aura to
some central thought that what comes
to you from without relevant to it
must be adjusted wholly, or in part,
to the same, or it can not make an im-
press upon your consciousness. How
do you think of your friend as a per-
sonality?”

“Why! 1 never thought of it, but I
know now that I always think of her
as she looked when she passed over.
Really, how could I do otherwise when
she was an old woman before 1 was
born?”

"Then, you see, according to the law
governing aural vibrations, she comes
to you, if she comes at all, as she must,
and not as she would.”

“But could she not have come as she
is, in the medium’s aura? She never
knew her, so would not bind her to
the old state, as | have done.”

“No; for could she have done so, you
would not have recognized her from
the description; and if she had given
her name, then your influence would
have changed the conditions, and, as
now, you would have been dissatisfied.
Usually only as the medium’s aura can,
to an extent, vibrate with the person’s
receiving the communication can one
be given, because the spirit comiqunl-

“Please ex-
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THE LIGHT OF TRUTH.

THE TALMUD. of Egypt. Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah

said that this was untrue; that there
THE DEVIL DANCING OVER A was indeed at first only one frog, but

MICHIGAN ARTIST'S CAMERA. she croaked so loud that she called all
the other frogs in the world into the
land of Egypt So much for the discus-
sion. Rabba, the son of Chanua, said
that he himself “once saw a frog larger
than any seen now, although not quite
so large as the frog in Egypt It was
about as large as Aera, a village of
some sixty houses.”

Such a frog might have satisfied the
noonday hunger of Og, King of Bashan,
in time of famine, but it would not
have made a mouthful for Leviathan,
“who maketh the deep sea to boil as a
pot.” For when Leviathan makes the
sea boil it does not become still again
for seventy years!

Another rabbi saw a sea monster
whose neck was three miles long, and
it had only been born that day!

When the angel of the Lord inter-
fered to prevent Joseph’s brethren
from Killing him, Juday cried out with
such a loud voice that all the walls
of Egypt were leveled with the dust,
and all the cattle cast to the ground,
and Pharaoh was .flung from his
throne, "and all the men
who stood round about Joseph had
their heads twisted with their faces
to their backs, and so they remained
until the day of their death!”

Some of the rabbis would seem to
have inherited the voice of Judah, or
at least a part of it, for there was Rab-
bi Yehudah, who had the stomachache
for seven years, during which time
“his groans could be heard for three
miles?

Everything was in proportion in ear-
ly ages, however. Every grain of
Wheat used to be as big as an ostrich
egg, “as white as snow, as sweet as
honey, and as fragrant as musk.” In
the time’ of Enoch they diminished
into the size of a goose egg; in Eli-
jah's time to the size of a hen’s eqg;
finally they became as small as grapes.

Sandalphon, the angel of prayer, of
whom Longfellow has written so ex-
quisitely, doesinot figure in the Tal-
mud as a nebulous creature at all—
for he towers above all other angels
to the height of 500 years' journey. Is
there any such angel, except, indeed,
that one whom Mahomet saw, who had
70,000 heads and in each head 70,000
tongues wherewith he sang the praises
of God? It must not be supposed,
however, that the other angels were
very small, for the Ladder of Jacob
was 8,000 miles wide. The reason it
was so wide was to accommodate the
angels, for as they were ascending two
abreast space was required for four
angels on a step; find the breadth of
an angel’s body is 2,000 miles.

“The world do move,” as our colored
brother Jasper said in telling his hear-
ers that this little ball on which we
live moved around the sun. But we
still have direct descendants of the old
rabbis and their like, believing every-
thing traditional which has no proof
and disbelieving anything not ortho-
dox which can be proved.

But a few weeks ago a photographer
in a Michigan back town took a pic-
ture of two women, and a third per-
son’s face was on the plate! The wo-
men cried out, “This is- the work of
Satan!” and would not take away the
picture.

Soon after a group of some twenty

By G. B. Stebbins.

One of the strange things in very an-
cient literature is to find most absurd
folly and grotesque narration on the
same page with maxims of pure beauty
and divine wisdom. But some student,
in the dim distance of a future age,
may find a dusty volume of sermons in
some old library, and its views of "the
wrath of God,” the "total depravity of
man,” of hell, a personal devil and the
like may be as absurd to him as are
these Talmud stories to us. Yet those
discourses are evangelical, orthodox,
preached by our learned divines and
acceptable to the most orthodox hear-
ers today.

The New Orleans Times-Democrat
gives curious extracts from the Jewish
Talmud, a vast collection of rabbinical
lore, little known by the laity among
our lIsraelite brethren. The Democrat
gives only the strange stories—so
strange as to seem incredible in any
age or among any people.

No modern rabbi would read them in
his synagogue expecting them to be be-
lieved.

According to the Talmud, the patri-
archs were morewonderful people than
might be supposed from our uninspired
reading ofGenesis. The height of Abra-
ham was as the height of seventy-four
men, and his weight equal to theirs.
He ate at each meal more than seventy-
four ordinary men could eat; and he
built an iron city for his children with

walls so high that the sun could not
shine into it. Moses was also a re-
markably vigorous man; for each of
the tables of stone which he carried
about so easilywere upward of twenty-
bight tons in weight!

But these were pigmies in those days.

When we read the Talmud we are in a
paleontological period of tradition.
“When | was a grave-digger,” says Ab-
ba Shaul in the Niddah, “I once chased
a roe which had entered the shin-bone
of a dead man; though | ran three
miles after it 1 could not overtake it
nor reach the end of the bone. When
I returned they told me it was the shin-
bone of Og, King of Bashan.” Never-
theless, this fact does not seem so ex-
traordinary when we remember that
the soles of the feet of Og, King of Ba-
sham, were forty mile” in length, and
that at each meal he devoured a thou-
sand oxen, "and as many of all other
sorts of animals,” and drank a thou-
sand measures of wine. It was Og also
who desired to throw a stone forty
miles wide upon the camp of Israel,
and' would have done so had not the
Lord sent an army of ants to bore the
stone when he was lifting it.

Og ought, .in spite of his alimentative
capacities, to have been satisfied, how-
ever, with a certain Talmudic frog for
at least one meal. We are told of this
frog in a commentary upon the discus-
sions of certain learned rabbis. In the
original Hebrew of Exodus we read
that “the frog” (not the frogs) “came
up and covered the land of Egypt.”
Rabbi Elazar held that there was but
one frog, but she so multiplied as to
fill all the land of Egypt. Rabbi Akiva
thought otherwise; he said there was
only one frog, indeed, but that the frog
was so large that she filled all the land

persons in a Detroit boarding house
was taken by a photographic artist;
an excellent and satisfactory picture,
shown me by an intelligent friend who
was present But closer inspection
showed an extra lady, a stranger, as
perfectly brought out as any other fig-
ure and recognized by my friend, as he
thought

What a change! The artist was
amazed and ashamed; the sitters re-
fused to take their pictures; the devil we may have observed how the dry
must have danced over the cameral! kernel becomes moist within the

Give each one a leather metal and warm earth, and swells to unwonted
politely advise them to join the anti- plumpness, and have seen the tender
Spiritualists. promise of the season’s corn crowd
its way upward to the sun and don |
its coat of green, breathe and grow
crisp and vigorous day by day, and
said, “Behold in this sweet and sue- |
culent growth the coming of an hup. (

the drift of our queries, which may v,
summed up in one: Does N>»" **
ways require the presence of the seu
to insure the growing of the plant!
We know of no analysis or

nation that has demonstrated a,
qualities of the germ. True,-g'
know its place in a grain of com »
wheat—in the various seeds of largér
size and in the nuts, hut we fail >
discern its essence—the life principle

SOME FACTS AND QUERIES.

[By Ashbel G. Smith.]

dred fold; but the mystery is not
solved. The chemist may be able to
discern the presence of life, but can
he tell what it may be or from |
whence?

It is but a child’s logic to say that \

The willow loves the brook, and
marks its course through the alluvial
meadows, while the royal oak and
chestnut crown the hills and upland.
Shallow pools invite the rush and al-
der, while along the. sterile banks
flourish the aster and the golden rod.
The sandy field, though never so well
tilled, and afterwards left idle, soon
grows a mat of checkweed, sorrel and
similar pests. The beds of former
coal pits produce communities of
thrifty mulleins and other rank
growths, though never before seen
near the place.

Wherever the forest is cut down
and its wealth of wood is consumed
by fire, the fire-weed usurps the un-
plowed mold until its brief season is
exhausted, and other plants get title
to the soil. So generally have these
facts been observed in clearing away
“the forest primeval,” that the fallow
once fired is expected to produce the
weed without failure and without
seed.  Similar results have been ob-
served to follow the burning of the
grass upon the western prairies.

Again, the sod of the prairie, once
broken up, its resinous weeds and
grasses that have withstood the flames
from year to year, do not reappear
but are followed by other growths,
many of which were before unknown
to the soil and 'locality.

A hundred years ago, more or less,
a mountain in northern New England
—so0 runs tradition—was entirely de-
nuded of its evergreen forests by fire,
and was soon again covered by a
thick growth of chestnuts, when no
timber of the kind grew within miles
of the burnt area. In this as in the
other cases the query as to the or-
igin of seeds stands prominently be-
fore us and demands solution. Birds
are sometimes credited with the dis- plant is produced from the seed, and
tribution of the smaller nuts and the planting and sowing of all crops
some of the more common berry by man is based upon such expecta-
seeds.  But that the mountain top tion. The farmer knowing the habit
was sowed broadcast with nuts at of his grain, endeavors to so till his
once so large and uncertain in vi- field that it produce at its best He
tality by birds or other similar agen- remembers his experiences and the
cies, is beyond belief. Most certainly measure of his successes in sowing
the nuts could not have survived in  and reaping. This grain is perhaps
the ground during untold generations,  bi-ennial in habit, and requires fi
ready to germinate _and spring Into  sowing, while the annuals would be
growth on the disappearance of ruined by similar treatment Hence
the evergreen forest—for it is a well  inter wheat is committed to the il
known fact that the chestnut parts in the fall. This is a law of its su-
with its vitality very rapidly when cessful propagation. Other conditions
once it drops from the bur, and hence are attained by fertilizing, plowing
the great care exercised by seedmen and aerating the soil by harrowing,
in packing for transportation. It is  draining, etc., and the season being
observed that the SCI’ubby pInes which favorab'e, the greenery of growth is
are found in some eastern localities followed by the golden glory.of the
being cut away are gradually super- harvest and the farmers’ granaries ae
ceded by the white birch. filled.  All the conditions known to

Fifty years ago the unused cattle man have been supplied by him a
corral, so it is asserted, uniformly nature has supplemented his effors
though the prairie be never so "wild" \yjthin its sheeves are bound strange
and far from cultivated lands from plants that often fellowsuip vith
which a possible supply of seed could \yheat—darnel and chess—and who
be conveyed. can tell from whence? s it mt

Similar facts could be multiplied, barely possible, the royal grain com-
but enough éare already cited to show pels the presence of these worthless

the earth contains the seed, and that
through long centuries it lies un-
sprouted, waiting to develope into tree |
or plant—and that from its undiscov-
ered grave beneath the mold that once
nursed its ancient progenitors, the
oak, the chestnut, or any of the tribes |
of lesser plants that hide within the
wilderness of vegetation or follow in
the steps of civilized man, that these
or any of them should awake from an
indefinite torpor and with sudden im-
pulse assert life—a life that to all hu-
man understanding must long ago
have become individually extinct We
have nb series of facts that in anywise
justify such conclusions.

The most diligent research discovers
not .the essence of life; at best it can
only expose the delicate habitation of
the unseen tenant, which waits its
brief season for the time and place
in which to manifest itself in germ-
ination and growth. We can not
fathom the cause of life, but rather
perceive life’s presence; physical anal- |
ysis can go no farther. The grain, |
the seed, the nut—each proclaims the |
keeping of some form of that mys-
tical something called life, and only
under conditions the most exacting
does it assume activity.

But in the peculiar cases already
cited, plants spring into visible life
without the usual deposit of the
proper germ, at least so far as we are
able to- discern, and in direct opposi-
tion to common belief.  Opinions,
however, do not alter facts.

Common experience demonstrates
that under favorable conditions the
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liter stand still or lack for gr
were ground out of existence
succeeded by other forms? an
we not a partial record of their 1l
aad fate in the depths of the earth
within the rocks and coal measures?
It may yec be demonstrated that life
hr held In solution by the atmosphere,
and when attracted and precipitated
to the earth and its conditions, im-
pregnation results and individual
forms are evolved and thus the pic-
ture photographed upon the sensitive
moil. is developed and hung upon the
walls of the external world.

Nature Is imperative In the dispo-

sition of every atom of matter and
each is forced Into place by laws
which are recognized only by their
results.  As when upon our frosty
window panes the atmosphere mois-
ture Is congealed, building up in icy
angles the silvery sprays, we behold
those wonderful counterfeits in close
though colorless imitation of the
leaves and feathery fronds of more
permanent summer growths. Trees
of the citrous family invite the scale
Insect and the thrifty trunk Is Invest-
ed with the pallor of death, The ap-
pie and pear put forth their wealth
of bloom, and the moth deposits its
egg to develop within the prospective
fruit, while the borer at the root saps
the life of the entire tree. The cur-
rant is stripped of its foliage by the
worm; the weevil infests the cereals,
and the potato has a constant strug-
gle for existence against the attacks
of that modern glutton, the Colorado
beetle and other enemies. Every
form of life has its parasites, and
man himself is no exception. The
drop of vinegar exhibits its minia-
ture monsters, disporting themselves
within their little liquid world; the
tepid waters of the rain barrel at the
back door, of late so pure and spark-
ling from the clouds, now swarm with
winged warriors that sing of blood;
and cess-pools in the noonday sun
seethe and fry with life that often
proves destructive to the human
family; a thousand forms of fungi
suck the acrid juices of every decay-
ing tree; the crackling yeast-cake is
warmed ‘into vegetable life at the
cook’s discretion, and the floating
microbe is discovered as the cause of
malignant fevers. On every hand and
in every phenomenon we discern the
workings of cause and effect—those
ever-present forces that “operate un-
spent” Death alone' makes life pos-
sible, and decay is but the prophesy of
life.

Thns, ever es the new transcends the old,
And life prophetic lies in death en-
shrined,
Succeeding
Alike in
kind.

ears with labors manifold,
eath or birth shall bless man-

ASHBEL G. SMITH.
Painesville, O.
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and chariots in 1

Is the story only a pious myth? If the
narrative is true, can it have any inter-
est for persons living In this century,
the nineteenth, since “miracles” are
supposed to have ceased?

THE SEER

Someanswers to these questions may.
perhaps, be gathered from the follow-
ing notes of conversations a correspon-
dent has had with a well known medi-
um and clairvoyant, Mrs. Brenchley|
of Finsbury park, London. This lady
seems to see the spirit world around
almost as clearly as she sees persons
and things in the material world.)

When ordinary people see a man, for
example, walking along “talking to
himself,” she sees, perhaps, the spirit
of a wife accompanying him and “im-
pressing” him with the thoughts she
would have uttered if “alive.” When
ghe walks through Regent street, she
sees unfortunate sister women accom-
panied by the sad, pleading, anxious
spirit of, perhaps, a mother, father, sis-
ter, or brother.

On last Nelson commemoration day
she passed through Trafalgar square,
and over the heads of the crowd as-
sembled to do honor to the great naval
hejjp she saw a still greater assemblage
of spirts, and among them, beside the
monument that of Lord Nelson him-
self: He appeared to her, she says,
as having both arms, but there were
heaps of sailors with him with only
one arm.

A STAGE GHOST.

Some time ago she heard the Social-
ist orator, Mr. Hyndman, speaking at
Hornsey Baths, and her vision may be
given in her own words. “He was
speaking on the Indian famine, and
saying who were largely responsible
for it. 1 noticed where he warmed up
to his subject, and when his soul
reached the highest climax and the
divine part of him seemed to come to
the front, | saw behind him three,
sometimes four, and sometimes only
two spirits, but they were always the
same spirits. He was never alone.
When his whole soul seemed to be
poured forth, one particular spirit, an
elderly gentleman, would give Mr..
Hyndman his own expression of face.
The old gentleman was tall, broad-
shouldered, and with very good car-
riage. He looked a man who had been
drilled well, had gray hair, with long
beard, Very high forehead, and good-
shaped, large'nose; quiet, thoughtful-
looking eyes, and a firm-set expression
about the mouth and the bottom part
of the face. 1 have no idea who this
man was, but the expression of content-

the pH
of vapor its and
of stuff—no chiffon is equal to it in del-
icacy. And in it I could not count the
heads and full bodies | have seen.”

IRVING'S SPIRIT GUIDE.

“When Sir Henry Irving was play
ing "The Bells' he was attended by the
spirit of a very old gentleman, rather
bent In the shoulders, with a very long
dark face. He had not a high fore-
head, but the hair dropped over itcare-
lessly, showing a good-shaped one. He
had a large nose and very long ear.
with just a point toward the bottom
part of the ear. His beard was short
and thick, his mouth rather wide, with
lips thin. I have no idea who it was,
but I would not be surprised if it was a
relative. He seemed to be wearing a
dress coat rather worn. His hair was
rather long at the back. | seemed to
feel as if this spirit had a sudden
‘death.” He seemed to stand at a little
distance from Irving, perfectly calm
and quiet. When the climax came the
spirit seemed to lift its hands up and
both hands went together, and after
that I saw no more.”

ELLEN TERRY’S GROUP.

“l have seen spirits also with Miss
Ellen Terry, but they all seemed very
young and there generally appeared to
be three or five in a group. When the
great actress holds her audience spell-
bound, the group separates in a mo-
ment and they occupy different posi-
tions over the stage, making a most
beautiful picture.

“When a villain’s part is taken the
scene is very strange. There is usually
a circle of beautiful little children
around the actor, and then beyond
these there is usually a group of men
spirits, who impress one as being
wretched and miserable. The children
seem to try to prevent more wretched-
ness, and as they lead the worn and
depraved spirits away from the scene,
they have caused such an emotion
within me that | could not help weep-
ing in the theater.”

BARRETT'S ATTENDANTS.

“Whenever 1 have seen Mr. Wilson
Barrett, the stage has been full of
spirit people, and in 'The Sign of the
Cross’ | saw a sort of band around
When
I looked up to the ceiling there would
be numberless faces. Mr. Wilson Bar-
rett’s spirit guide seemed to me to be
a man of 40 to 45 years of age, tall and
rather stout, full well-chiseled face,
round head, chin clean, but side whis-
kers and rather heavy eyebrows, clear

them more bright than silver.

In  further
Brenchley

o» of

ud say Wilson Barrett'«

spirit friend has b en an actor him-
self, because he has all the grace of
the stage and seems to understand
everything about it.”

GHOSTS IN CHURCHES.

conversation,  Mrs.
gave these interesting

points. In many churches she sees
few if any spirits, at a Salvation
Army meeting many, and at a Uni-
tarian Chapel “the building was empty
but full of spirit people.” And all the
—times .she has visited a graveyard,
whether in daylight or moonlight, she
has never yet seen a spirit—J. L. 3.

Morna's story.
gunge, development, etc..
narratives have like depictions. 500 pa(_i:es,
bound In cloth and gold, all for $1.00. For
sale here.

CONVENT _OF THE SACRED HEART—

OUTSIDE TH(IjE GATE