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the light of truth.
Philosophy and Facts
Prof. Oliver J. Lodge, D. SC.,

ON

•THE ATTITUDE OF SCIENTIFIC 
MEN TO PSYCHICAL. INVESTI­

GATION IN GENERAL.

AND TO

THE SPIRITUALISTIC HYPOTHE­
SIS IN PARTICULAR."

An Address Delivered at a Conversa­
zione of the London SpiritualisB 

Alliance, Hehl in St. James 
Hall on March 29, 1897.

The lecturer stated that in the 
course of his purely scientific investi­
gation he had "come across sotne faew 
wtrica- had long been familiarly known 
to Spiritualists. To certain scientific 
men. Of course, they 'have long been 
known, as the namee Augustus tie 
Morgan, Alfred Russell Wallace and 
William Crookes testify; but to the 
great bulk of scientific men of the 
present they are unknown, and in or­
thodox scientific societies tbey are not 
mentioned.”

'He said: “I I'ay no claim to a first­
hand knowledge of facts akin to that 
of Dr. Wallaee and Mr. Crookes, but 
I am aware o>f the existence Of certain 
facts not yet recognized Iby- science 
which are familiarly held true by you. 
Hence, it seemed to me proper that I 
should not hold aloof when asked to 
come and address you, but should 
came and make confession 'that on cer­
tain definite points of fact and knowl­
edge your 'body was ahead Of our 
body, and that you had something 
clear and distinct to teach us.

“I will go further than1 that. The 
conviction has gradually grown upon 
me that 'the facts known to you, and 
not known collectively to us, are nbt 
merely facts of ordinary interest, like 
the constitution of the sun, or the dis­
tance of the stars, or the nature of the 
light, or the age of the earth, or the 
origin of specie^, but are facts which, 
in all probability, will be found to 
have quite an unique interest for hu­
manity, since they appear likely to 
throw some light, not, indeed, upon 
the past or the future of the terres­
trial human race, but upon the des­
tiny of man as possibly existing dis­
tinct from this or any other planet.” 

The lecturer desired to proceed cau­
tiously, and maintained “that the de­
ductions from the facts are by no 
means so certain and well grounded 
as the facts themselves. In the early 
days of a science hypotheses are often 
useful, but not until they have devel-. 
oped into established and luminous 
theories are they entitled to any au­
thority or weight? The conviction 
which, as I say, has been growing 
upon me that these facts have an im­
portant meaning is a subjective con­
viction—I could not express it in ac­
curate and conclusive terms. It is a 
question rather of probabilities than 
of proof; hence, though I hold it my­
self, and hold it with some strength 
of conviction, I can find no fault what­
ever with another person to whose 
mind the same facts present them­
selves in some other guise, and lead 
him to other conclusions.

Now, the very name of your society 
shows that you are in no doubt about 
the general meaning of your facts ; 
you may differ- as to details—it is to 
be hoped you do, or there would be 
a dead level of stagnation, not at all 
conducive to healthy growth and 
■progress in knowledge—but in the 
rough you ‘have collectively adopted 
the Spiritualistic hypothesis, and you., 
perhaps, feel impatience with those 
who find 'themselves unable to adopt 

this hypothesis with the same ease 
and fullness.

Pardon my caling it a hypothesis, 
but you will admit that it must rank 
as a deduction from facts rather than 
as a fact itself; and unless it can be 
shown to be the one and only possible 
deduction, so long as it remains only 
the most probable deduction, it can 
not be regarded as an established the­
ory, as certain as, let us say, the ki­
netic theory of gases, or the electro­
magnetic theory of light.

You have held the Spiritualistic hy­
pothesis so earnestly and so long that 
perhaps you fail to realize the difficul­
ties which it presents to the ordinary 
outside mind. In case it is of any in­
terest, I may mention some of these 
difficulties. De Morgan, I think, spoke 
of it once as “sufficient, but ponder­
ously difficult.” With great deference 
I venture to doubt its complete suf­
ficiency, unless, of course, it be held 
in some form more elaborate and re­
fined than that in which I usually 
meet with it in the current literature 
of its believers.

Consider, for instance, any one sim­
ple and fundamental fact. It is a fact 
that under certain conditions, not yet 
properly investigated and reduced to 
essentials, it is possible for a piece of 
matter to change its place in an un­
usual manner, without the ordinary 
and normal intervention of any of the 
persons present. A savage, seeing 
for the first time a locomotive or a 
magnetic needle or an electrified body 
so behaving, might express, and his­
torically has expressed, the opinion 
that it was due to the agency of a 
spirit; meaning thereby, as I under­
stand it, some living and active being 
inhabiting space, but not visible, or 
tangible, or appreciable directly by 
our ordinary senses. The being need 
not have had any incarnate experi­
ence on earth, it need not be the dis­
embodied spirit of a former inhabit­
ant of this planet, though that possi­
bility is not excluded; all that is essen­
tial is some spiritual or mental activ­
ity analogous to our own spiritual or 
mental iactivity, but not associated 
with any material body.

Now, a priori, nothing definite can 
be said against the hypothesis that ac­
tive and conscious living entities in­
habit free space, for, however puz­
zling and unknown are the phenomena 
of life, we yet know that a multitude 
of living entities inhabit the surface 
of, at any rate, this one of the many 
lumps of matter flying through space; 
and we know. that life has never yet 
been evoked by any attempted combi­
nation Of the forms of matter availa­
ble on this earth. Hence the hypoth­
esis that is has come ’from without, 
and exists in greater quantities in 
space than on the planetary masses, 
is not an unjustifiable.and demonstra­
bly false hypothesis.

But suppose it granted; the only 
conception that we can form as to 
•the possible actions and powers of 
such—as we will call them for short— 
“spirits,” must be abstracted and gen­
eralized from our knowledge of the 
actions and powers,; of the less ma­
terial parts of our own nature; and 
one of the things we' have learnt 
about that is that we are unable to 
move objects without some form of 
material or etherial contact. Hence, if 
we proceed by reasonable steps and 
do not make blind jumps, we must as­
sume that spirits generally require 
some kind of material agency to 
achieve material results.

But this, no doubt, will be granted 
by the supporters of the hypothesis; 
and thus these hypothetical beings are 
not purely and entirely spiritual, but 
have in some rudimentary or residual 
form a connection with matter akin to 
that which we possess. It may seem 
that the power of moving matter is a 
¿mall power; ,ibut if it be considered, 
it will be found that our own material 

powers are limited to that. The only 
thing we can do to matter is to move 
it about, and place Its parts in such 
positions that mutual actions, me­
chanical or chemical or electrical may 
occur. So we are postulating, for the 
uncorporeal beings, mechanical power 
Che same in kind aa our own. notwith­
standing that we. possess a special and 
elaborate machinery for the purpose, 
which we call our body, and which is 
the true medium between spirit and 
matter.

So we 'have ndw the double hypo­
thesis—first, that such living beings 
exist; and, second, that they dan, if 
they choose, move pieces of matter 
and interfere in the course of our ex­
istence, as we interfere, let us say, with 
■the existence of the fish in tho sea. 
The further question now arises, How 
comes it then, that the 'human uace is 
not fully aware of the action—why is 
it not a part of ordinal? experience? 
Why may the majority of people live 
their lives, why may a multitude of 
experimenters Conduct delicate experi­
ments and never see the slightest trace 
of a phenomenon which anyone could 
feel it necessary t'o refer to spiritual 
interference? How ,1s- it ..that nothing 
happens except in the presence of a 
person in an abnormal state? For ob­
serve that if the preSntoe of a given 
kind of person is necessary and suffi­
cient for the production of any given 
class of events, then it is not unreason­
able to assume as our working hypoth­
esis that the events are caused by that 
person in some fashion or other—à per­
son in some fashion or other—a per­
son who, though -called the medium, 
may really all the time be the agent, 
■not necessarily the fraudulent agent, 
but 'the unconscious agent, or.the agent 
in some unexplained way which is 
known, neither to the operator nor to 
us. We used our nerves and our brain 
centers long before We knew that we 
•possessed such things, ¡Any person 
who is no't a physiologist is in 'blank 
ignorance as to a host of functions 
which nevertheless h'e performs with 
accuracy and -dispatch. -How do we 
know that a “medium” is not a person 
whose powers of unconscious and igno­
rant act-ion are a little m'ore extended, 
so as to -cover -the motion o'f objects or 
the acquisition of intelligence by pro­
cesses to which the majority 'have no 
clew? This is n'o doubt a crude form 
of the hypothesis Which has become 
in highly skilled an'd philosophic hands 
the hypothesis of the,subliminal self, 
aind I suppose it stinks,^ the nostrils 
of all true Spiritualists.

But observe that, whether the phe­
nomena are due to spirits or not, some­
one Wais sure to postulate' spirits to 
account for them. There are three 
favorite ‘hypotheses to account for any­
thing unusual or mysterious—spirits, 
electricity aind cheating.

The earnest, inquirer 'and religtously- 
m’inded thinks, spirits. A casual on­
looker and carelessly-minded person 
does not think, particularly, but says 
electricity.

The scientific and legal and common­
sense person sometimes flunk's, and al-> 
ways says, chteating.

A few careful and studious inquirers 
have taken a fourth line; and while by 
no meainis excluding 'the possibility of 
the first and third surmises, try to see 
how far the 'unstudied and only half 
known possibilities of human agency, 
manifested by a certain small percent­
age of individuals, sometimes in the 
form off genius and inspiration, some­
times in the form of insanity and dis­
ease, sometimes when in a state of 
trance, sometimes when hypnotized, 
sometimes in sleep, sometimes when 
apparently normal, may not by inves­
tigation be extended and found to 
cover also .those other singular and 
more material phenomena.

You do not' -think so. And perhaps 
it will nlot turn out soi But the attempt 
has to be made. If the attempt were 

not made to use a hypothesis for every­
thing it is good for, we should never 
sift the good from the 'bad, the false 
from the -true. 'We should be littered 
up with a bundle of hypotheses and 
afraid t'o test and strain any of them 
for fear of on-ending the susceptibilities 
ot those who have elected to believe 
some other.

Going back to the question I suggest­
ed before, viz., the question how it is I 
that if spirits can act upon our ma­
terial surrounoing, ail mankind is not 
familiarly aware of -this fact; Why it is 
so rare? When speaking of it before 
I likened it to our own interference 
with living beings in some other envi­
ronment, say the fish; and one answer 
to the question is that, supposing the 
fish intelligent and communicative, 
t'htey might be found stilt incredulous 
about the existence of the human race. 
A few -of 'those near the surface would 
have legends, and those near the shore 
would be strongly convinced of the ex-, 
istence and activity of humanity; but 
great bulk of tu-e deep-sea fish might 
be Serenely unconscious and profound­
ly skeptical.

An answer on these lines seems to 
me, on tlhe whole, a good and efficient 
one; but it need not seem so to every­
body. There is no cogency or Com­
pearing power in an- analogy, and until 
we have a conclusive demonstration to 
which people will not listen, we have 
no- right to vehemently, complain of 
their incredulous attitude. Of course.- 
In, so far as they are shutting their eyes 
to truth, tlhe lois-is their own; but a 
man who perceives and realizes a new 
truth cannbt rest satisfied with the in­
difference of his fellow -mortals, 'but 
■burns to neliver it to them. It is tor 
no ulterior or sordid motive that he 
feels this. It is natural and instinctive. 
>A man rwh'o has composed an oratorio, 
or written a great 'book, or oomipcsed 
a poem, or received an inspiration, or 
perceived a fact, cannot rest with his 
burden unless Quis sbul has 'been seared 
into 'hardness and .warped into mbnbid 
'indifference by repression and neglect; 
h'e is straitened till it be accomplished.

' This is the mainspring, or at -least the 
only wholesome mainspring of all mis­
sionary enterprise. This is the mean­
ing of Ifihe enthusiasm of Uhe teacher, 
tihte pertinacity of the prophet.

But then not all 'those who think thalt 
they have a great -poem, or a divine 
revelation, or a naw fact, are really 
trustees of these noble things. Some 
of them are -merely Swollen with their 
own vanity, and their deliverance re­
sults in wind. The 'hutman race has by 
tong and bitter experience become sus­
picious, and sometimes it stones its 
prophets, not knowing that they are 
prophets, while at 'other times it has 
set on high its self-seekers and .wiind- 
blags, -believing -them to be somewhat 
It is no -proof, therefore, to mankind 
that you belifeve yourselves the expo- 
nentjs of a mighty proof, because it has 
happened before now that believers In 
such t'htings have turned out midtaken.

■Hdw then can w*e secure the atten­
tion cf the men of science, who are nb 
doubt the accepted leaders of the 'hu­
man race in respect of questions cf 
'blare matter-of-fact truth? It must be 
by demonstration; it must -be by facte, 
not by -hypothetical! demonstration d£ 
such facts. The spiritualistic hypo­
theses may be -true, and, to those who 
believe, ft mlay stand in the plate of, 
or be equivalent to, a religion; but to 
the outside world it will seem nothing 
more -than a hypothetical explanation 
of a series of imaginary facts. Before 
they will listen to the explanation they 
must be assured of the facts, and when 
they are assured of the facts there may 
be various rival apparent explanations 
which may struggle for a time, until 
the fittest, and surely we may hope the 
truest, ultimately survives.

What is needed first is demonstration 
o'f flatet—of fact without any admixture 
ot fiction. It is wonderful how small a



the light of truth.
trace of fiction spoils the tnste of a 
whole bushel of fact. The merest modi­
cum of cheating or misstatement is like 
leaven; its influence spreads chrough 
the would-be investigator's mind until 
it has permeated the whole of the evi­
dence. and produces un utter distant» 
and repugnance to the subject.

Now fills is one, I think it its erven 
the chief, cause of the baokwwrd <b» 
velopment of your subject, considered 
as a science. The demonstration® are 
dependent on the power of individuate 
in an abnormal or unusual condition, 
and pertiaps this weakens their mortU 
sens»», or perhaps there is some more 
subtle cause at work; but whatever the 
explanation, elements of cheating are 
liable to make bheir appearance at ¡my 
stage in the most disheartening way.

And besides Chis liability to uncon­
scious, or only semi-conscious Brand, 
then- is another more «Itabolioal dan­
ger, vis., the presence of imposters— 
the real and genuine unbelievers. wftiio, 
perceiving. as they think, a set of cred­
ulous fools, set themselves to earn coin 
by performances of the most barefaced 
and organized duplicity. I marvel line­
times nt ohe patience and gentleness 
of treatment accorded to these wolves. 
On the principle, I suppose, of the 
wheat and the tares, and the difficulty 
of discrimination, they are allowed to 
remain and mislead ignorant pensons 
in security: but they have a most 
deadly effect all around, and It seems 
to me that at any cost an effort should 
be made to root them out. I Wonder 
if you will permit lire to ask whether, 
as a body, just ndw you 'are not some- 
whlat supine—more supine than your 
fathers were, who toiled and suffered 
somewhat in the good cause? You have 
a truth which the world 'has not re­
ceived; you are the trustees Of it; are 
you being faithful to your trudt? rt in 
not for me or for any outsider to an­
swer that question. By pllaoid oontem- 
platibn and Baisser faire, nothing will 
be accomplished towards introducing 
this new truth to mankind. Consider 
what Is to be done.

Scattered up and down fahie country 
are a multitude of professional perfeonls 
who call themeelve s clairvoyante or 
mediums, or some other such name. 
Some of them, no doubt, have soime 
genuine power; others may have it oc­
casionally, while others, it Is to be pre­
sumed, are imposters. The ganterai pub­
lic lilave neither thte skill nor the time 
to discriminate, and so deception is 
rampant. Medical practitioners, whom 
the general public are unable to test, 

.have arranged amongst themselves a 
system of registration, for which any- 
-one confessedly not qualified by educa­
tion is excluded; and to that extent the 
public is protected. They may em­
ploy a non-registered practitioner if 
they choose, but if they do the general 
body is not responsible. Every profes­
sion must, if it is to take an 'honorable 
and recognised- place, protect itself 
from man ifest rogues and ewind liera.

It is not so much intensity of power 
that should be registered. Fame atnd 
repute can testify to that in a lees in­
vidious manner; fault lit is hWnteisty. The 
declining of a fee, or refusing bo acclep't 
conditions in Which failure Is linevit- 
niable; the unblemished record .of some­
times success, sometimes failure, but 
never eking out deficient power by 
fraud, should entitle 'to enrolment. The 
list might be a short one, hot aiming 
at being coteprehenlslve, faut at being 
select. Under present cLrcumetanices 
■this .would be 'the safer Course. It 
might be found to need frequent revis­
ion, for t'he power at different ages of 
life may vary. If thé registration of 
virtue is too doubtful and difficult 
to begin with, a 'black book for dleterit- 
ed impostors might be tried.

But I will hot go furtner into details. 
Ptobably the suggestion Is an old one, 
and perhaps the ¡objections to it are ¡too 
weighty, 'but I feel that something 
Should be. done to guard inquirers 

against known impostors and to guard 
yourselves from be«ng thought to be­
lieve in persons who pretend to possess 
What they have not got. I feel also 
that more precautions should be taken 
■against the publication of spurious and 
lying tales. It seems to me that many 
Incidents are published as genuine on 
absolutely -n-o real evidence. What sort 
of repute would a scientific society 
bave which shouixl pubtisu all the ¡pa 
pers sent in. Even when there is no 
temptation to deceive, yet the mass of 
incompetent and vague stuff sent in to 
such a 'body, say, as the British asso­
ciation, every year is considerable. So 
it is to the meterological department 
of an observatory. It all has to be 
carefully sifted and a quantity of chaff 
rejected.

Sometimes, no doubt, it has unfortu­
nately happened that some sack of 
wheat has been thus mistakenly re­
jected along witlh .the ehaff—hiunnnuan 
est erra-re—-but 'the need of caution and 
scrutiny i's felt to 'be so pressing kluVt 
tne risks inseparable from deficient 
omniscence must be run. Lot me par­
ticularize. The generail possibility of 
given class of event is reoognlzed and 
believed by a certain number of per- 
sons on what we wlil suppoise is good 
evidence. Straigtway every specia.' 
case reported to them of the occurrence 
Of an event belonging ¡to thte oleas is 
'believed and published by them with­
out scrutiny.

Now I would urge that 'If the possi­
bility of a given class of events is be­
lieved, tlhe publication of any given in­
stance of th'e occurrence of such an 
event should take -place only 'after a 
careful scrutiny and with all possible 

■ verifying 'circumstances. The suppres­
sion of a given event is no great lotes 
provided such events certainly odour 
from time 'to time. The publication of 
a spurious instance for the edification 
of scoffers does unmitigated harm, evqn 
when the contradiction or th'e 'hostile 
evidence is scrupulously published ait u 
later date. 'But if there 'Is any tendency 
to suppress or minimize 'the 'hostile evi­
dence, then the harm 'done is of a sltlil 
more serious Character, and daisies 
question's even concerning the honesty 
of persions of really t'he mlost unim­
peachable character, but of partially 
defective judgment. If it were certain 
that which an exceptionally gilfted per­
son is fastened up 'in a cabinet other 
forms m'ay perambulate 'the room ami- 
mated by other intelligences, but mak­
ing use of the person’s corporeal or­
ganization for the manifestation, even 
if this, I say, were certainly authentic, 
it would hot follow that the perform­
ance of every person who cuooees to 
charge a guinea at t'he doors for the 
demonstration was to 'be encouraged. 
I venture to say th'at they should, on 
prima facie grounds, be thoroughly 
discouraged.

Thé chances are surely against their 
being genuine. They should run a se­
vere gauntlet before being accepted, Jf 
they are to make a living by it. From 
what Hide ¡1 know of occult phtenlamen'a 
they are not to foe brought on at a 
given time for given Coin of the realm. 
Still less is It likely ¡th'at phenomenla 
of a semi-sacred and holy dtoraottefr 
can .thus be evoked. Phenomena pro- 
ducable 'by coins of th'e realm have a 
tendency to 'be quite iank>thter than holly. 
■I ¡am not sure Wow far coins o'f this 
and other 'realm's are not ultimately 
responsible 'for the Europeans bolster­
ing up of the Turkish empire and the 
hectoring of Greece. I mistrust phe­
nomena dépendant on the production 
of coins of the realm.

You appeal sbmtetimes to the mira­
cles of 't'he Old and New Testament. I 
am myself disposed to ¡accept In some 
modified form a good many of those 
miracles but, with, the exception olf one 
doubtful fish story, I do ndt find that 
pecuniary gain has any tendency to 
follow from the display of t'he Bo-aallled 
miraculous. Professional mediums may

indeed be honest. I myself know one 
who is; but the presumptions are 
against them. The mere acceptainice of 
money Is ubt Che m6st deadly symp­
tom; Lt is the protended control of the 
afflatus at a specific advertised time 
which strikes me «s the most mispb- 
clous clix-i>mertnnoe. I would not dog* 
ma-tise against anyone in this un* 
known region; but I would -be moot 
sorupullbusly careful not to sanction 
or assume any kind of responsibility; 
it might be well even to exclude u 
serf-aUVertisemfent of such persons, un­
less they hhve been critically examined 
and passed by a committee of sane and 
competent and responsible persons/

Weil, 'but Of late years a body fane 
arisen, a body to which I have the hon­
or to belong, but not as a leader, only 
as a worker in the ranks, and therefore 
I may speak of i't without compunction, 
though I must by no means be under­
stood as speaking tor it; it has no rep­
resentative Voice, end if it had Would 
nlot choose mine. A body, I say, ¡has 
arisen which is imbued with the kind 
olf 'feelings I have 'been representing, 
and which, although scientific and 
phH'osopIh'llc in the highest degree, nev­
ertheless on 't'he 'average believes in 
'the possibility of these phenomena of 
Which you aine assured; it believes, at 
any rate, in the possibility of phenom­
ena not knlown to orthodox science. 
This body recognizes the importan'oe 
of immense caution and of absolute 
and undiluted truthfulness if it is to 
miake headway among the mass Of ma­
terial which previous generations had 
accumulated. It has set its faice keenly 
against thte least brace of Imposture, 
and viel'ts »with unflinching Bteverity ¡the 
slightest lapse from integrity even of 
persons endowed with genuine power. 
It sifts every 'anedd'ote presented to it, 
worrying thte détails Witlh oimiazinlg per­
tinacity till it can feel assured of In­
tegrity and flns't-hand responsibility 
for everything i.t publishes. In so doinip 
it m'ay mlakte mistakes. It may occa- 
slon'al'ly admit an occurrence in which 
a flaw is subsequently ¡discovered; it 
may Iflrequenltly exclude testimony of a 
sound and valuable kind. It makes no 
pretence to Infaliibllll'ty, and it duels the 
btest it can, but at least it takes trou­
ble; 'and it feels assured of this thlat lit 
I's safer to reject many aeoounte of 
genuine occurrences than it is to admit 
as genuine a single fraudulent or un­
scrupulously reported transaction. If it 
perseveres 'in this course 'It will ulti­
mately gain 'thte ear of the orthodox 
sctautllfilc world. Indeed, it isl making a 
scientific altmtesphere for itself, and 
'after some years may be able to dlo- 
t'ate terms of truce with other scientific 
societies of n'o better or more scientific 
standing than itself. At present, how­
ever, it ¡is ¡looked at askance, by you 
on thte cute htend, by orbhodox sdlenoe 
on the other; by you as too skeptical, 
by science as- too credulous. Well, it 
must put up with this. It sees before 
it a definite path, and it realizes that 
though its ¡progress may foe sloiw, it 
must at all Cost's 'be made secure. Bet­
ter a hlallt for ton years and then un 
assured advance, than a constan t trem­
ulous ¡beating albout the bush and find­
ing oneself in swiaimps or among the 
arrows olf savages. * * ♦ i am In­
clined Ito hol'd als at any rate a tenable 
hypotJhtesls, that ¡affairs are rogutoteid 
on th'e 'large sda'le, and as to general 
tendency, by higher forces. If so, we 
mutet In Ithose higher powers ¡have 
faith. 'If they do not think it well for 
the faUman race to receive too speedily 
a great access ion of new truth, who are 
we to repine and try to farete it on? 
We hiave ¡all, 'perhaps, hoped to be hon­
ored by ibellng .the vehicle of some new 
truth to m'ankind. ¡If we are so utilized, 
well'l. If ndt, well also. Eternity is 
long, and there is plenty of time, I my­
self, ¡two years ago, experienced some 
phenomena familiar Ito most of you. 
In my 'haste I reported on them. I did 
not ¡then know that the 'person, whb, in

some way, caused those genuine phe­
nomena, Was ■ also willing to clvo'a.l 
when they would intot appear. I lcna'ndd 
that later; I ought Ito have learned It 
before I reported, and Incorporated the 
whole of the fact's in my report.. I h'ajvo 
gained ex-porlenco; 'but even tcnltaltlvo 
nnd proviblional ncccptnincc' of the facts 
has been thrown back. Possibly they 
must ltow ¡wall for a frtesfh Invwftligator, 
one of 'greater skill and judgmtuit, be­
fore again they have a chwnto of 

-catching t'he ear Of the solontIflc world. 
Tt Is no personnil concern of mine. If I 
could hUve Ween utilized for the pur­
pose, as a sort of lnterpretor between 
you on the one 'hand and the scientific 
world on the other, I ehtould hwvo been, 
glad. Tf otherwise, I am oonlt'enit.

But ¡1 beg of you who are really no- 
qualnlbed wl'tih 'the facts, not to lmaglho 
thla.t you .lfave any ground for war wit'll 
the Society for Psychical ‘Reeeardh in 
tills -matter. The evldcnlco was .talnltod 
—thlat Is enough. Tolnlbed evidence is 
utterly useless. Th'e sodtoty must bi'dc 
its 'tllme. Some d'ay another Homo may 
be vouchsafed t'o us. I venture to Bay 
that 'ho will meet witlh a different re­
ception this time. There will not bo 
wanting a ¡Mr. 'Orookes to investigate 
¡him; 'there will niot be wanting a Dr. 
Carpenter to misrepresent nnd slamd'ei' 
the investigation, but I hope and believe 
that t’hlls tllme there willl not be lableing 
ofilcilall 'and responisifole persons wilting 
to 'lteok into thte matter and obtain a 
first-hand experltence of the fonts for 
■themKelves. If ft should not be so, 
■the scientific world, the custodian of 
mundtume and mlatertal truth, will hove 
'tailed Im Ills duty. Up to the present 
time I db no't ¡feel 'sure that it Was so 
¡failed. It ran perilously ¡near it alt the 
time of Mir. CrOokes and Home. It 
must 'be left to tlhe judgment of poster­
ity whether it did or did not a't that 
time nun over the 'frontier o'f the truth- 
seekling camp into thte opposite camp 
of blind and blatant fanaticism or ob­
scurantism. But for myself, I sli-otrld 
not darte to pass nln adverse judgment. 
The Society for Psychical Researdli 
hhd not then existed. No long and pti- 
tlenlt ¡sifting of evidence for many years 
hhd taken placte; there ¡were no Iti'adl- 
tlonts of security to whlltoh to appeal. 
The li!alifjwlay (houses of telepathy <un'<| 
autlomiatlsm hlad not been built. The 
¡facts were all there, of course, and had 
been for ages, fault they hhd nblt been 
treated with' adequate patience and 
core; and finally th'e great experimen­
ter, Faraday, fated reported nldVersely 
on certain pretentslons which 'he fated 
investigated.

Yes, you will shy, Faraday now—how 
utterly mistaken wias his attitude and 
how .far fate misled his confident disci- 
pltes. Well, I do not find myself en­
tirely able to approve the whole o'f 
Faraday’s attitude to the subjects, but 
he did investigate certain taats which 
by believers were put forward as im­
portant—the facts of table movements 
■under contact, and he -showed thtem to 
be possibly all due to unconsciousmus- 
cular action. I was ndt myself awake 
at the time, but I venture to surmise 
¡tlhht -belltevers ¡Wad niot then realized 
tire potency of unconscious-musculiar 
notion; just as, later, they did not rec­
ognize the power of muscle reading to 
stimulate ¡the phtenomenla of telepathy. 
Nbw, as 'I 'know that telepathy Is a fact, 
I am -relady to admit as a plous,opinlon 
that. Intermixed with much tiilat We 
confidently dall muscle reading or un­
conscious muscular guidance, there 
■may be an element, eometl'mtes a large 
element of true itieilepait'hy; but I main­
tain. thlat ¡as evidence of telepathy it is 
utterly worthless, so long as 'the possli- 
■billty of the faintest trace of musoulnr 
guldlance, i. e., sense of guidance erf 
any kind—is allowed to remain unex- 
eiuded. Tire more convinced I aim Of 
telepathy the more strenuously would 
I shift out of the evidence for. It any­
thing in the slightest degree dbulrtfiul 
or Indistinct.
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When one le heeltathi* about wheth­

er :> t'lfug Ik true or no, and tie« to be 
girl<le<l by probe bl lit lee. then one nmy 
ha»e to submit one's judgment to in- 
conduahre evidence anti only ,'“lf 
proven Carts In order to make on esti­
mate of prdMiblllty one way or the 
other. But as soon as the evMonre te 
oomduelve. It is mtt so easy to adduce 
suppling evidence. Henceforth any 
evhlencv which Is not supporting Is 
llaide to be obstructive and cumber­
some. b>ra.ta,v «ttscovored, or let us 
say emphasised, the power <rf uncon­
scious muscuhtr action. He did not go 
to the root of the ina'tter. and he nevw 
saw anything of the more striking and 
ranuwknbla phenomena such ne we 
kn> df. He wsio ivbservlng the trivi­
alities of drauVIng room table-turning, 
and he exploded It. XVhwt a pity t'hlilt 
he was not shown something bettor! 
Butithen the better phenomena tire not 
always available. We are told that the 
phenomenn that you get in your houses 
are too delicate and sometimes too sa­
cred for investigation; thwt they would 
be Impossible'ln the presence of stran­
gers. That being so, we must waft 
patiently until stronger and more de­
cided, though perhups more elemen­
tary things occur. Umevldenced phe­
nomena are practically useless to the 
world. ToUho favoured person to whom 
they occur they tuny', no doubt, give 
some informn'tiion in matters ot detail, 
but If lie believes them genuine he is 
accepting a serious responsibility if he 
.hides his light under a "bushel.

Then agtiiiu I might ask whether it 
would not be well, even in the most 
private and friendly sittings, to ar­
range for good notes Co bo taken and a 
critical record kept. Some labor Is iu- 
vdlvod in this, wil’d tilmt may be dis­
tasteful. but surely no science was ever 
estwbrtsliod without hard work. Some 
one or two individuals of your body 
are so working, in the same spirit as 
Dr. Hodgson has worked for eight 
years on the case qf Mrs. Piper; »nd 
though the result Is not immediate tliii't 
<lo<xs not matter. Requests for corrobo­
ration. again, and for fuller details, 
should never be nonsldered insulting. 
Full details uro well known to be es­
sential to the formation of a judgment 
hi every sctenitiflv paper, and corrobo­
rative dlrcunmuonces are menttoned 
with the greatest cure In connection 
with every new dopairture In propor­
tion to its newness and Its magnitude. 
It is iliho mark of n truth that it will 
sliaind a thorough sifting and probing, 
and wi'1’1 emerge 'the better for the pro­
cess; hence such probing Should ’bo em- 
vouimiged.

But now, you may urge Ilfat not only 
do scientific mon condemn tne spirit­
ualistic hypothesis and ignore its be­
lievers, whk>, 'being satisfied Uhemselves, 
take no adequate pains to verify their 
assertions and convince others, but 
they 'likewise decline to look at the 
evidence adduced by the scrupulously 
careful Society for Psychical Researoh. 
They db not confront and confute li­
as Mr. Crookes has said—they shirk 
and evade it. Well, they do; as a body 
they toko no interest In our fnvestlgiiv- 
Won, and even the Individuals who be­
stow oroastoniail didtont glnncoe in our 
dtreolllon are few and far bbtweon. This 
I think is largely because the clues of 
torts concerning which we Wave evi­
dence of t'h'e most convincing d’esoriip- 
tion are facts of A lysychologldal chtiii'- 
ncter, none of them clearly and db- 
v'l'ousily connected with either the phy­
sical or the 'biological region ns usu­
ally studied. The orthodox paydholo- 
gists migili't, indeed, take the mutter 
up. and, as you k'now, Professor ,tomes 
oonsp'leulously has done so; but the 
majority of thorn are unused to oS'pori- 
1110111, nind mitstrust ainylMn'g dWtainekl 
by 1'bs aid. Philosophera of the voit 
first magnitude, 'like Kant, did ronlllac 
The place which phenomena of clair­
voyance nnd 'lly> like might have In n 
oonuprehonsive scheme of the universe,

mill to them wo should not have hurt 
to appeal In vain on behalf ot talo- 
pat'liy. Snell mon ns these, however, 
lire rare, and no single generation can 
Com p tai n because it doos not tied them 
on the planet. b\»r myself, 'but as one 
who Is clearly no judge, I nmy say that 
'll seems to uno possible that posterity 
■will look back at t’h'is age as not with­
out importance In ‘philosophy. 1 do not 
think t'ha't 'the eairoful and critical work 
of 'tlhe Psychical Society Will go for 
noUhing. I do not think flint the oom- 
prehenslve and unifying anil nynUhdtle 
scheme of Mr. Myers, ff 'ho lives to 
complete the groat work 'ho has in 
hlvnd, will tlnU its place upon the dust­
bin of exploded hárteles, or bo relegat­
ed to Hlho museum ot antiquated specu­
lations. I think that In duo time it 
will bo regarded as one of the most 
vakmlblo ami luminous works Of the 
'present ago. 1 do 'not, indeed, know 
What orthodox scientific work now i'n 
process of construction is likely to 
stonll ou an eminence superior to Iris.

You think the mietlhods of the so­
ciety stow. But, indeed, 'they aro rapid 
enough. Can you point bo another 
twenty years in which solid progresa 
in Uhls depurtimetnt df knowledge turn 
been more rtvpid? (Are you not s'otmo- 
what in a hurry when you object to a 
patient sifting and scrutiny of facts? 
Without it, 'be assured, it is till labor 
Inst.

Im so tor ns Spiritual lorn is an eso 
torio religion and Influences comduot 
and .feeds emotion, I have nothing 
whatever to say 'to it. Perhaps It Us 
there in its plane and doing its most 
useful work; no outsider can judge df 
such Wing’s ns that, though certWl’nly 
soma of tlhe nutoma’tic ■writings df Mr. 
Stainton Moses (I moan the selections 
printed and published as "Spirit Teach­
ings”) appeal .with force ’to tilia admi­
ration and sympathy oven of an out­
sider. But on another point 1 do ven­
ture to express an opinion. In so tar 
as it aims at establishing a system of 
ordered truth, I say it must improve 
its methods.

'Let ft scoff a't the Society tor PsyChi- 
call research ill’ i’t will. It Is possible 
that i’t 'wi’ll thereby only do the society 
good, so strangely are the minds of or­
dinary men nt presont warped; but it 
muy be doing U'te'elf harm.

And I, tor one, am not willing that 
it Should do itself harm. I am ndt uilllo- 
get’her imipresodd with the wlSdöim of 
t'he present day Spiritualism any inore 
'than I am impressed wlt’h the wisdom 
of present) day Tlreosoplhy. Yet it 
seomls to mo bh'ait 'both have n gllniipso 
of grout tru'Uhs. And "lit Is 'tor this rear 
son that I am hero as a visitor today. A 
conviction of the cwtninty of the fu­
ture existence has to mo personally 
ibeon brought home on purely scion tifio 
grounds; not in such form that I can 
as yet formulate tihem distinctly do as 
to convince others, but amply euniclent 
tor my own. life. As sum as I am tihal 
olihter 'persons exist nt nil, so sure aim 
I that tlie dcoeuho Of the .body doos not 
mean 'blVo cessaitl'on of Intelligence; tlhe 
mind and the brain are not so inex­
tricably and osson'tlally and iesolunlily 
connected ns has been supposed. The 
brain is tlho mail erial organ, of the mind 
just as tlhe foody Is ot the individual 
Wo, but the min’d and the life have 
a'nobher and a larger axistonne, if time 
Urns any ultímate meaning, and if poet­
existence is ascertained, then a pro- 
exlatence must foe gratntod aleo—not ro-. 
ihcm-noitIon in the ordinary common­
place use of the term, hut a largor ex­
istence, olt w’lildli a portion only is 
ni’an'l’fesled in space and time here 
and now.

'Commiunlreitlon wuu the larger self 
and with the other largor solves is not 
im’possUblo, Uhougti that, communion Is 
iibt so easy as with the smaller so’lvos, 
who are displayed here amid contom- 
porary maltorhvl surroundings and with 
suitnlble Organs tor sensible inter­
course. 1’art‘laI end one-sided oommu-

nlcatton with the past in.hn'brta.nls of 
the earth has long been possible, 
tlirougb bboks anti writings; heroin 
man has passed immeasurably aibovo 
the animals and 1'0001110 the heir of all 
tho ages; hereafter It may be tnat a 
further step tn advance will become 
poteible for him, ns a 'human race, If 
only he persists In his calm and un­
bending seal'd! for solid and Indubita­
ble trutih.

Do no'i consider scientlflc mon your 
enemies. In the long nun they will be 
your tinniest and safest friends, because 
they uro genuinely loyal to truth ns ftir 
as they can see It. They have much 
to learn, every mail In his special do- 
l'artment, ami t'hey have not unlimited 
time. Tlie misora’ble euiicatlon of t'he 
country must have some effect In keep­
ing them back; it cortnlnly puts nccd- 
Icsis ditlloult'los In t'helr way; but still 
they nra progressing In tliolv pres­
ent range of subjects; they are mnstter- 
Ing, ns it were, t'ho 'orderly planet's 
and Hie tlxod stars ot nnt.ui'e, and some 
day, all in good time, ytiur au’bjeets 
will swim, .meteor-like, romet-like, into 
t'helr Held of view. It is not wilful 
blindness that holds some of tihcun 
tihiof ivow. !t th the povtentious ditll- 
cuilty of making thoroughly sure of the 
facts, in a region where tho tollbles 
mnl weaknesses ot h'unuui'lty are noees- 
slirlly so prominent Tiie Invest igutkwi 
of life lias always been more dltlloult 
than tho equally isomplete 'Invetaigu- 
tion ot inorganic matter; hence the 
biological sciences are so far bdhllnd 
the physical ones. The investigation 
of mind is still more dimcult; and bho 
psychology of t’he future, in any real 
eclentiflc sansa, is only 'having the 
groainil proixired for It .today. Psychics 
and astronomy have had tnelr Newton; 
biology has only had as yet Its Coper- 
nlous; psychology is waiting, shhN we 
shy, tor its I-l'lippardhus and its Btol- 
emy. Permit me to sunmiso that tn flits 
sort of ¡xirable you are like the Chnl- 
dchns gating nmd aon'teniiplh'biin'g and 
almost worshipping tho majestic dome 
of heaven AVilUh its fixed and moving 
stars; while tho Society tor Psy'ehlcail 
Reaearch and other expuranen'kil psy- 
ehbloglbts are like Ari'lilmedos, study­
ing t'he weights of bodies and the prop­
erties of materials, tho sections ot a 
cone, and the conceptions of mat he­
matics—all remote hipparently from 
that gorgeous display above us, but all 
in the fuilliness of lime destined to lead 
to the telescope, to spherical geome­
try, to tlhe re’finenne'n'ta of observation, 
and 'to tlhe powers of analysis, w'h'toh 
'have set modern astronomy on so firm 
and IWCly a pffdestai. MchmUl'ino tho 
busy world went on Its way and ut- 
I’endi’Kl' to Uts own affairs, fig'hting 
sometimes and plowing eometlmte, 
struggling on .without regard for gro­
per or stur-giuer, except oc’oaslo.nu.l'ly 
{Muibing to scoff a’t tho gullilbtTrty of 
bhbso who bolievG’d'thht in those specks 
up there might be worlds not real- 
lined, or at the tolly of those who 
supposed that 'by patient and laborious 
research a time would come when not 
t'he nvottons and guverirhig forces only, 
but 'Diva very chetmlcnl constitution und 
det'all'l’s of structure of tlibso distant 
bodies might to mankind become in- 
t'limWtoly born.

Astronomers are beginning, or only 
'half beginning,tb cotnleimplate t'he pos­
sibility of one day communieatlng with 
the denlsene olt Mln's. Parhaip» wo 
PMiill bo alblo skinio day to touWh tihenn 
that there are nearer people thanlilvoso 
on Mars with whom they can commu­
nicate. ’Hie ovcxiin used ‘to separate 
ron't'lnents; ivow W unites thran. HYio 
vast spacos of tho ether sopavuto Vhe 
wbrlds bringing aippn-renWy nothing 
but l’tl'isples from one to tho other; 
same day it may be Anind t'hut lire is 
not 'Uiin'itcid to those visible lumps, and 
t'hWt a possltoll'lty of indirect connnunt- 
caUion exists by proeotnms hitherto un­
dreamt ot.

CORRESPONDENCE
HORTON. MICH.—Goo. W. Worth 

soorotavy of the H. H. S., writes that 
the rooont ministrations ot Mrs, f, v 
Jackson and Mrs. ID. P. Boobo have 
boon very satisfactory, and rosultoq hi 
good to tho community in general.

DODOl'l OITY, KAN.—Aniao Wheel, 
or, tlio materialising, trumpet auj |nJ 
dependent slate-writing medium, h^ 
boon tho guest, of CaptalnW. H. Stvley. 
lor and Mrs. Strickler of Dodge City, 
Kan., during tho past two weeks, giv­
ing proofs of spirit roturn through his 
mediumship.

OAKLAND, CAL,—Tho California 
Union Spiritualist association camp- 
moeting, to bo hold at Trestle Glen, 
Oakland, beginning tho first Sunday in 
June und continuing throughout tho 
month. Is tolly organised. Since it is 
centrally located, being convenient to 
San Francisco. Sacranionto, Stockton 
and till northern California, it is ex­
pected to prove a grand success.

BAY OITY, MVCH.—The twelfth 
quarterly mooting of the Saginaw Val­
ley Spiritual association look place at 
Bay City, Midi., 011 the 1st and 2d ot 
May, in I. O. O. F. temple. Among tho 
talent wore Lyman C. Howe, Martha 
K. «Root, Mrs. Hatfield Pettibone, Miuy 
B. .Keeler, W. R, .Alger, Dr. Sarah Al­
len, Ella Grolee and Mrs. Eva P. Hop­
kins, president of the association. -

CANTON, 0.—An evidently acci­
dental mixing of two reports from this 
city occasioned an error, which I am 
requested to correct. At tho opening 
meeting of tho Spiritual Research so­
ciety, April 11, the speaker was not 
Owen Meredith, but E. J. Bowtoll, who 
also lectured at tho mootings on tho 
following Sunday. Mr. Meredith is a 
trumpet medium, residing hero, but 
has not given seances or lectures un­
der the auspices ot the above-named 
society.—E. J. Bowtoll.

CINCINNATI, 0.—A society has 
boon formed hero which is known as 
"Tlio First Spiritual Church of Cin­
cinnati.” Its object is to further tho 
usefulness of Sptritupiism, dissemi­
nate its teachings, etc.; also to strive 
to create a fund to build a church con­
taining lecture halls, seance rooms, 
etc., which can then bo sub-let to such 
mediums as desire them; thus having 
a permanent place to which investigat­
ors and Spiritualists can come for com­
munications and seances. Meetings arc 
hold at the residence of J. 15. Bruner, 
1114 Dayton street, every Wednesday 
night. A circle has been formed to 
receive spirit communications and 
manifestations: also a Psychic club tor 
those interested in tho higher philoso­
phy. self-culture and development, 
thought transeforrence and concentra­
tion. Moanwhile a fund is being cre­
ated to inaugurate active work next 
fall.—Sec.



THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 5

DAYTON, O,—Some of the most 
earnest Spiritualists of Dayton met a 
short time ago at the residence of Mr. 
M. V. Nicum. 1551 W. Second St., and 
organized a society, with Mr. Nicum 
as president. Mrs. Nicum secretary, 
and Mrs. John Martin treasurer. Great 
interest was manifested and much 
good is anticipated. As nothing suc­
ceeds like success, we hope by success 
to draw out all the good Spiritualists 
of Dayton and thus achieve complete 
success. The society has selected Mr. 
Nicum as delegate to the state conven­
tion. He will be accompanied by his 
wife.—Sec.

MILWAUKEE, WIS.—We have just 
closed a successful engagement of two 
months with Mrs. Julia Steelman- 
Mitchell. Her lectures have been of a 
deep spiritual character and all given 
in a pleasing manner. The tests that 
followed each lecture were good, being 
principally messages from spirit friends 
from sealed photographs. We are to 
be honored during the month of May 
with a course of scientific lectures 
from the Hon. L. V. Moulton of Grand 
Rapids, Mich. This society has just 
received its charter from the N. S. A., 
thus doing its part to sustain this 
worthy organization.—C. F. Ray, Sec. 
u. s. s.

LIMA, 0.—Pleasure added to profit 
confronted us Sunday before last while 
listening to Mrs. Mattie Hull upon the 
subjects of “Spiritualism as a Factor 
in Progress” and “The Seen and the 
Unseen.” The attendance was not 
only numerous but deeply interested, 
and I must say that her illustrations 
of the scientific aspect of the philoso­
phy were well given. Between the 
processes of the seen and the unseen 
there must be analogy, and to estab­
lish the same is to prove the widest 
claims of the defenders of the Spiritual 
science, which, as she showed by 
strong logical deductions, is advanced 
science of the psychical plane. We 
hasten to acknowledge our gratitude 
to her for shedding such resplendent 
light.—W. W. Hawkins.

ATLANTA, GA. — Spiritualism -is 
momentarily attracting considerable 
attention here. Under the leadership 
of. Mrs. Loe F. Prior and Mrs. Ella R. 
Williams the Society of Spiritual Sci­
ence has been doing some effective 
work. From a membership of only 
seven a year ago we now have a good- 
sized society, and meetings, which a 
few months ago were very slimly at­
tended, are now so large that at times 
hundreds are turned away from the 
hall. Mrs. Prior and Mrs. Williams 
have been called to other fields, and 
we now have with us Prof. S. W. Ed­
munds, formerly of New Orleans. We 
also have a Ladies’ Auxiliary of con­
siderable proportions, who meet once 
a week and are of great benefit to the 
society. Under their direction some 
enjoyable entertainments have been 
given.—'W. N. P.

A TEST SEANCE.

Mrs. L. A. Frazier of Mattoon, Ills., 
writes that on the evening of April 22 
her son-in-law, H. F. Coats, gave a test 
seance at the home of the city electri­
cian.

Thirty-four persons composed the 
circle. As a preliminary the medium’s 
coat sleeves >were sewed to his pants. 
He was then seated ibebwen two skep­
tics and the lights extinguished.

A music-box, weighing 19 pounds, 
Which had 'been previously wound up, 
While playing 'began to float-over the 
heads of the sitters. Then a guitar was 
lifted over and played upon. Finally 
the trumpets raised aloft and gave 
forth messages to the sitters.

All wereastounded at the results, and 
a number of new converts to Spiritual­
ism were made,

NEWS NOTES.

The St. Louis Spiritual paper is no 
more.

Boston has 20 Spiritual meetings in 
operation.

E. B. Helm lectures at Dayton, O., 
during May.

Dr. -A. W. S. Rothermel is in Kan­
sas City, Mo.

Mrs. S. Cowell is holding seances at 
Oakland, Cal.

W. H. Bach will spend the summer 
at Cassadaga.

C. L. Willis speaks at Fitchburg, 
Mass., May 30.

Theo. F. Price lectures in Buffalo, N. 
Y., this month.

Dr. Harlow Davis has returned to 
New York city.

Mrs. Dr. Jas. A. Bliss has removed to 
Watrousville, Mich.

Annie Lord Chamberlain is convales­
cing at Pomona, Cal.

Dr. Louis Schlesinger is giving read­
ings in San Francisco.

Mattie E. Hull will be in Grand Rap- 
4ds, Mich., during May.

Mrs. Julia Steelman Mitchell closes 
this month in Missouri.

Mr. F. A. Wiggin is lecturing at the 
Boston Spiritual Temple.

Ben M. Barney is holding Sunday 
meetings in San Diego, Cal.

Dr. J. H. Mendenhall of Muncie, Ind., 
desires lecture engagements.

Mrs. Dr. Wyant may be addressed 
at 617 Erie street, Toledo, O.

Rev. J. C. F. Grumbine will be at 
Princeton, Mo., May 16th and 23d.

Camp Progress, Upper Swampscott, 
opens June 6th and closes Sept. 26.

Mrs. Jennie Hagan Jackson lectures 
in St. Louis, Mo., during this month.

Hatfield Pettibone and wife will be 
ih Port Huron, Mich., the coming week.

Dr. George A. Fuller is lecturing for 
the Church of the Spirit at Springfield, 
Mass.

Mrs. Loe F. Prior is doing effective 
missionary work in Georgia and Ala­
bama.

Rev. ¡Marguerite St. Omer Briggs has 
removed to 2110 Eastern avenue, Cin­
cinnati.

Mr. E. H. Tuttle of the Banner of 
Light is-budding as a full-fledged test 
medium. _ c

The California State Spiritualists’ as­
sociation has already issued sixteen 
charters.

Dr. H. C. Andrews may be addressed 
at Bridgeport, 'Mich., for lecture en­
gagements;

The Massachusetts State Spiritual­
ists held a convention at Lyyn on the 
4th of May.

Mrs. E. R. Davis, a prominent Spirit­
ualist of Putnam, Ct., has passed to 
the beyond.

Mrs. E. Bachman has been elected 
secretary of the First Spiritual church 
of Cincinnati.

The slate writing medium, Fred Ev­
ans, is at present giving seances in 
San Francisco.

Prof. H. D, Barrett lectured before 
the Ladies’ Industrial society, Boston, 
on the 29th ult.

Judge A. H. Daley has been lecturing 
before the Fraternity Hall association, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Mrs. M. T. Longley has been elect­
ed president of the Independent Aid of 
Los Angeles, Cal.

Mr. and Mrs. Greenamyer will con­
duct a serial meeting at Lincoln Inn 
Court, Cincinnati.

During this month Mrs. Maggie 
Waite gives tests at Army and Navy 
hall, Cleveland, O,

The Boston Spiritualists hold a May 
festival this (Saturday) evening at the 
Boston Music hall.

The San Francisco Society of Pro­
gressive Spiritualists has elected W. M. 
Rider as its president.

Dr. J. M. Peebles is taking a trip 
through Thibet and Persia to study the 
laws of those countries.

Jas. G. Clarke, the “poet of the peo­
ple," is very ill. He is at present re­
siding in Pasadena, Cal.

During May Prof. Wm. Lockwood 
and E. W. Emerson will serve the 
Berkeley Lyceum, Boston.

Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Kates lectured 
and gave good tests at Geneva, N. Y., 
on the 3d and 4th of May.

Mr. and Mrs. Carlyle Petersilea are 
giving high-class musical entertain­
ments in Los Angeles, Cal.

Pioneer, Tex.,/has a new Spiritual 
society, with F. C. Lilley as president 
and Chas. Allen as secretary.

Lyman C. Howe spoke at the quar­
terly meeting of the Saginaw Valley 
(Mich.) association. May 1 and 2.

Mr. H. D. Barrett has been elected 
honorary member of the Progressive 
Spiritualist Society of San Francisco.

A reorganized society Of Los Ange­
les, Cal., known as the Ladies’ Harmo- 
nial Aid, elected Mrs. J. R. Hixon as 
president.

Dr. John C. Wyman is officiating as 
chairman at the Fraternity of Divine 
Communion, 497 Franklin ave, Brook­
lyn, N. Y.

Mr. W. V. Nicum is doing good work 
at Dayton, O., by his unrequited la­
bors in the Spiritual field, both as lec­
turer and organizer.

The South Side Spiritual Society of 
Springfield, Mo., was entertained re­
cently at the residence of Mrs. H. O. 
Hawkins of that city.

Fred Evans’recently gave, a public 
slate writing seance at Golden Gate 
hall, San Francisco, under test condi­
tions, that astounded skeptics.

The St. Louis Dispatch of April 25 
reports an able defense of Spiritpalism 
by Professor W. F. Peck in reply to an 
attack by an orthodoinninister.

The Pacific Coast Camp Meeting as­
sociation will hold its first session at 
Trestle Glen, Oakland, Cal., during 
June, beginning the first Sunday.

Mr. J. E. Bruner of 11-14 'Dayton St., 
Cincinnati, has opened his parlors to 
thé Wednesday evening Circle meet­
ings of the First Spiritual church.

Among the recent deaths in our 
ranks are W. H. Colë, Capt. W. Bul- 
lene, James Davis, Dr. J. H. Field, Mrs. 
Adeline Brown, William Liddicoat.

The Spiritualists of Maine, New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island are mak­
ing preparations to hold state conven­
tions for the purpose of organizing.

A. Markham, a prominent Spiritual­
ist of Clarksville, Mich., passed to the 
beyond on April 9—funeral at the 
home and Mrs. A. E. Sheets officiating.

■Mrs. General Tom Thumb addressed 
a Haverhill, Mass., ¡¡Spiritual meeting 
on April 25. She expressed her high 
appreciation of the truths of Spiritual­
ism.

Effie F. Josselyn of Island Lake, 
Mich.; has ¡been re-elected secretary of 
the camp association that holds its 
summer session at the above-named 
lake.

San Antonio, Tex., has a medium— 
Miss Anna Martin—who is developing 
into a second Eusapia Paladino , in 
point of remarkable occult manifesta­
tions.

The annual meeting of the Mahon­
ing Valley Spiritual Association was 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Hawley’s on Sunday, May 2, 1897, at 
10 a. m,
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On April 30 Mrs. Briggs, Greena­
myer, Heckman, Carpenter, Jennings 
and Fowler ¡tendered Mrs. Holland a 
benefit seance at Douglass Castle hall, 
Cincinnati,

The New York Thought-Exchange 
meetings held at Mrs. M. E. Williams’, 
232 W. 46th St., on Wednesday even­
ings, will be continued through the 
summer season.

Mr. Fred >R. White and Mr. C. R. 
Davis of 'Minneapolis have made San 
Antonio, Tex., their home. They will 
organize an order of the Magi society 
in that section.

Samuel F. Thompson and Laura Du­
val 'Horne of Tacoma, Wash., were 
married on the 12th ult. at Pettis hall, 
Seattle, in the presence of a large con­
course of the friends.

Oakland, Cal., has organized a new 
campmeeting association with the fol­
lowing officers: J. S. Loveland, presi­
dent; Thos. Ellis, vice; R. L. Bernier, 
sec.; M. E. Van Luven, treas.

Lynn, Mass., has two flourishing 
spiritual societies, which are doing ef­
fective work among the unbelieving, 
Messrs. James and Kelty being the 
leading lights in society affairs.

The constitution of California gives 
the State Spiritualists’ association the 
exclusive right to ordain ministers. 
Loca' society ordinationsafe therefore 
illegal and can not be recognized by 
other local societies in any part of the 
world;

ORDER OF UNITED ESSEivfANS.

The Essenihns existed long before 
the Christian era, and many of the 
early Christians were members of the 
order. A small book, -now out of print, 
bears the following title: “Important 
Concealed Information, obtained from 
an old manuscript found in Alexandria, 
which shows < that Jesus in a trance 
was taken, down from the cross, brought 
to life again and in reality died six 
months after, within a secret religious 
society called Esseer Brethren, of 
which he was-a member. A manuscript 
for Freemasons.” The modern society, 
however, is not founded on the ritual­
istic principles of their ancient breth­
ren. The modern Essenians are a -body 
quite numerous, based on a beneficiary 
plan ’of assistance in time of need. 
Women are admitted. “The Essenians, 
Their History and Doctrines.” by 
Christian D. Ginsburg, was published 
in London in 1864.

A higher law often enthrones the 
modest and unassuming to the discom­
fiture and disappointment of the proud 
and envious,
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A STRANGE POWER WIELDDD BÏ 
TWO FRAIL WOMEN

Famoilà Savants Make Severe Tessts

eently been stir-

Vnir
iderful seances given by 
mce and ’Mlle. Eusapia

io. Aux:>ng the notables who
n are Prof. Lombroso

ind M. mme. men of world-
ciencists and investiga-

Vnning jtbirs whom Eusapia had 
of her OCCI11C powers, pre­

vious to the above, were the Russian 
counsellor of state, A. Aksakoff. who 
later published a Spiritual magazine in 
consequence; Wagner, the zoologist; 
Count d’Gramont; Baron de Watteville 
and Col. de Rochas—the latter still 
having sittings with her.

EUSAPIA PALADINO.

Recently a committee of French sa­
vants, consisting of M. Danes, editor 
of the Annales de Sciences Psycbiques; 
Count d’Gramont, Colonel de Rochas,
M. Sabatier, the Baron de Watteville, 
and M. Maxwell, a lawyer of Limoges, 
arranged for a test sitting with her. 
This test took place in a drawing room 
at Colonel de Rochas’ villa. M. Saba­
tier, who is a skeptic of skeptics, stood 
behind Mlle. Paladino, holding her 
hands firmly in his own. He allowed 
her finger tips only to project beyond 
bis own.

. Under these circumstances Eusapia 
was asked if she could affect by the 
simple imposition of hands without 
contact, a small weighing machine 
which M. Sabatier had brought with 
him. She then joined in a point the 
fingers of both her hands. She placed 
them first to the right and then to the 
left of the machine at a distance of 
one and one-fifth inches. Then she 
seemed to concentrate her will upon 
the point she had formed with her 
hands. She indicated by a slight mo­
tion a movement downward.

Although She was nob touching the 
scale it went down and then rose. 
There was no movement of the table 
on which the scale rested. M. Saba­
tier says it was impossible for Eusapia 
to have touched the scales. This ex­
periment was conducted in a room 
where the light was briliant and ’where 
the observers .were so numerous and 
so located that the young woman was 
observed from every point.

When, at M. Sabatier’s request, after 
he had placed himself opposite to Eu­
sapia and the weighing machine, the 
-woman moved her hand horizontally 
instead of vertically, and the entire 
weighing machine moved from the ta- 

ble and seemingly cast itself upon the 
uour ame *1”*!**** away. 1 net’s wvre 
absolutely no confederates, and every

glad to have Mcurod even the slightest

At another test, in the presence of 
the members of the committee hereto- 
fore named, far more remarkable per­
formances took place. The arrange­
ments as to precautions against fraud 
were elaborate and -painstaking. Every 
one was on the lookout at all times. 
One person held the right hand of the 
woman, another the left, while a third, 
seated on a low stool, held Eusapia’« 
legs with his own, and placed his left 
band over her unshod feet. Suddenly 
the table commenced to move and rosé 
from the floor. M. Sabatier satisfied 
himself chat Eusapia’s knees did not 
follow it, and held her hand on a sys­
tem of his own, surrounding her wrist 
with a ring made of his thumb and 
first finger. Then he changed places 
.with the man who was holding her 
feet. Almost instantly the heavy arm­
chair which stood behind her was vio­
lently displaced. Music came -from a 
toy piano that stood upon it Then 
the curtain that hung over a window 
recess near by swelled out until it was 
all about the face of M. Maxwell, who 
was sitting at Eusapia's left.

M. Maxwell states that there seemed 
to him to be something hard behind 
the curtain. The three men who were 
holding Eusapia in the manner de­
scribed state positively that she did 
not move. Then the armchair rapped 
three times on the floor. Notes were 
heard from the toy piano, and a mo­
ment later the instrument floated over
M. Maxwell’s head and placed itself 
upon the table.

A WEIRD LIGHT.
M. d’Gramont saw the light on this 

.piano as it passed in the manner de­
scribed, and said it seemed to him as 
if the curtain went with it and the two 
were held together by a hand. M. 
Maxwell felt a vigorous touch on his 
back. M. Dariex felt an entire hand 
resting on his head while he was hold­
ing the feet of the young woman. Im­
mediately the piano rose from the ta­
ble and descended again with a loud 
noise. -A cold draught, directed from 
Mlle. Paladino’s head, made M. d’Gra­
mont sneeze.

Next, M. Maxwell was pinched under 
the right arm, as he sat next to Eusa­
pia, holding her left hand. The piano 
then rose -from the table again and 
came down on M. d’Gramont’s head-.
M. Sabatier, .who was holding the 
woman’s right hand, felt a violent 
pincfh upon the left shoulder. Eusapia 
now seemed to be in a trancelike state. 
The curtains came from the recess to 
the table. The young woman’s chair 
then rose slowly from beneath her, 
came up over her left shoulder and 
lighted, upside down, on the hands of
M. d’Gramont, resting the top bar of 
its back on the knees of M. Sabatier. 
The curtains then descended upon M. 
d’Gramont and enveloped him all 
about. 'Mlle. Paladino’s legs, arms- and 
body were securely held every mo­
ment It was. absolutely impossible 
that there could be a confederate. The 
woman herself could not move.

The conclusion of its test was per­
haps its most ¡dramatic feature. The 
three gentlemen mentioned were hold­
ing Eusapia with firm grasp, when, all 
at once, the woman and the chair,- de­
spite all efforts to detain, rose from 
the floor to the top of the table, and 
rested thereon. The instances quoted 
are fair samples of the demonstrations 
of powey that Mlle. Paladino has given. 
To thoroughly appreciate the real 
meaning of these tests it must be con­
stantly borne in mind that the men 
Wha have sought to fathom the mys­
tery, and absolutely failed, have been 
those whose names stand among the 
first jn the scientific world, M. Prud- 

homme Sully says: "It is a phenomena 
for whk-h I van account by no ordinary 
physical law.“

THE SECOND WONDER.
The second of these women of whom 

Europe is talking is Mme. D’Esper­
ance. Ever since she can remember 
she has in a measure lived apart in 
feeling from the majority of her kind. 
She saw at a very early age, she de­
clares, figures and faces that were in* 
visible to others, but to her seemed ex­
ceedingly companionable. Her parents 
punished her for neglecting the duties 
they gave her to perform to watch 
these dream people of whom she tells. 
The family doctor, when she told him 
of her “visions,” sadly said to her that 
he had known of persons who had seen 
such things, but that they were mad. 
This feeling of impending madness 
haunted her until after her marriage. 
Then she learned that she was the pos­
sessor of what the scientists declare is 
-a mysterious occult power, not to -be 
classed with any of the theories and 
isms that find devotees in so many 
places.

MME. D’ESPERANCE.

The most remarkable feature of 
Mme. D’Esperance’s demonstrations is 
the .seeming absolute proof of what has 
been considered the theory of demater­
ialization, or the disappearance of a 
portion of a living human body. Of 
this fact she has convinced ’no less a 
scientific authority than M. A. Aksa­
koff, of Russia, who vouches in the 
strongest terms for the entire truthful­
ness of what she says concerning her 
own power. M. Aksakoff is the stern­
est of the students of the occult. To 
convince 'him of a truth it is necessary 
to prove it over and over again. This 
is why his utterances have attracted 
attention.

Mme. D’Esperance says concerning 
this feature of her remarkable power: 
“The peculiar thing about this dema­
terialization is the disappearance of 
half of my body, a fact which I first 
learned by accident. My head, or 
rather the nape of my neck, was giv­
ing me a good deal of pain, and I 
crossed my hands 'behind my head to 
support it. My arms got tired in that 
positiu and Wishing to rest them on 
my knves, I found that my 'legs were 
gone, and that my hands, instead of 
resting on my -knees, were on the 
chair. That frightened me a little, and 
I 'Wished to know whether it was true 
or if I was dreaming. There was light 
enough, so I called the attention of the 
person sitting next to me to the strange 
situation.

“This person examined the chair and 
so. did four of the others present, and 
they all declared that only the upper 
part of my body was really there. The 
chair had only my dress on it. My 
arms, shoulders and, chest remained in 
their proper place. I could speak, move 
my arms and head, drink water and 
even feel my legs, though they, were 
not there. During all this time shad­
owy farms came and went. I think- 

this strange state ot affairs must have 
continued for about Shalt an hour 
quite long enough for me, as I did no> 
know if I was ever going to get back 
my legs and be able to go home 
doubt that made me very nervous."

In discussing this experience M 
Aksakoff calls attention to the add! 
tional fact that Mme. D’Esperance 
never goes into the trancelike state n 
does Mlle. Paladino. He declares th i 
partial dematerialization is much m 
frequent than science Is led to expect 
possible, even though the disciples at 
occultism have heretofore doubted 
that dematerialization exists nt all.

PROPHETIC AND INSPIRATIONAL 
POEM

By the medium John F. Coles In 1855, 
when asked in conversation “What is dec- ’ 
tricity 1” the following acrostic was rapid­
ly written in answer. S. H. B.

ELECTRICITY IS THE BREATH OF
GOD.

Electric essence permtjates the air, 
Lighting tile heavens with Its brilliant 

glare;
Encircling planets in its strong embrace, 
Controlling all the elements of’space.
Tis this that sways the immortal mind— 
Relines and elevates all human kind.
In this the angels find their greatest light, 
Celestial source of God the Infinite;
In vain doth man its secrets strive to 

know;
Time nor eternity can all Its wonders 

show.
Ye minds impressive, whose great spirits 

yearn
In nature’s face her attributes to learn: 
Shut off the gross, the dark, external view, 
Tlie vain and selfish, and behold the true. 
Heaven Is a flower to full perfection 

grown.
Hearth Is a bud that’s not yet fully blown; 
Both nre the offshoots of one parent stem. 
Resting like jewels in God's diadem.
Earth seems fairest when by heaven em­

braced.
As pearls show purest when by rubies 

placed.
The height of pleasure Is when pain Is not. 
Heaven Is nearest when earth Is most for­

got.
Of this be sure, that when celestial fires 
From heaven fan thy soul’s desires 
God sneaks to thee; as when the gentle 

dove
On Jesus' head descended from above 
Divinely laden with Jehovah’s love.

KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS OF 
CONSTANTINE.

Knights of the Red Cross of Constan­
tine and appendant orders. Initium 
sapientiae Ainlor Domini, x’he trac­
tion is that the order was founded by 
Constantine the Great A. D. October 28, 
313, as a memorial of a divine miracle 
which affected his conversion to tile 
Christian faith an'd also as a reward 
tor the valor of -certain soldiers. It is 
nbt definitely known when the order 
was restricted to Masons. It has had 
a checkered record. There is a good 
record since 1788. The Imperial Coun­
cil of Illinois was organized in 1872 by 
direct authority from England and con­
fers six degree^, working three and 
making three official. In Maine the 
order is Knights of the Red Cross 'of 
Constantine, and Knights of the Holy 
Sepulchre and St John. There are (Im­
perial Councils in other states, ije 
Sovereign Grand Council of the United 
States has a broken record of its tri­
ennial meetings, and some of the state 
imperial councils are net in harmony 
with it.

FOR SEASICKNESS
USE HORSFORD’S ACID PHOS­

PHATE.
Dr. J. Fourness-Brice, of S. S. Teu­

tonic, says: “I 'have prescribed it in 
my practice among the passengers 
'travelling to and from Europe, in this- 
steamer; and the result has satisfied 
me -that if taken'in time it will, in a 
great many cases, prevent seasick­
ness,”
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The Camp Meeting At

lake: pleasant, mass.

Thto popular campmeeting opona 
Auk. let- Preaident A. H. Dailey will 
deliver the opening nddreen in the 
forenoon, to be folloved t>y. Dr. C. W. 
Hidden in the afternoon.

Arnone other talent engaged for the 
aeaaon are Prof. H. M- Lochwood. Mrs.
T. U. Reynolds. Edgar W. Bmerson, 
the laidies* Scnulbert Quartette, 1 Brad­
ley Newell, the Vermont healer. Mrs. 
Allee Newell Hunt. R. E. Fowler. Sam­
uel A. Cbeoey. Geo. B. Sanborn and 
Anna Ix-wls. Fur particular» addrees 
Albert P. Blinn. 603 Tremont St., Bos­
ton, Mass.

BRAIN THEORIES.

I have read with pleasure the sug­
gestions of Dr. Ball as to a triple 
brain, but I do not find in them any­
thing essentially new to be announced 
as a discovery in physiology.

That the gangionic nervous system 
is the source of the development of 
the body and has its headquarters in 
the solar plexus ought to be a familiar 
truth toevery enlightened physiologist, 
though they may not have attached 
as much importance to this truth as 
It deserves.

Dr. Ball seems to exaggerate the im­
portance of the solar plexus beyond 
the dimlts of sound physiology, for it 
Is well known that the entire gangli­
onic system is entirely involuntary In 
its action, and that all thought and 
voluntary action proceed from the 
brain, and cease when its action is 
arrested by pressure, coma or conges­
tion.

The only explanation of the mental 
relations of the solar plexus is that 
given In my system of sarcognomy, 
which shows that the central or epi­
gastric region (below the sternum) 
corresponds with the ideal and sensi­
tive region of the brain, where the 
front and middle lobes come together. 
Consequently It is closely associated 
by sympathy with the phenomena 'of 
somnambulism, trance, mediumship, 
psychometry, etc., so closely that these 
phenomena may be produced by im­
pressions on the body at the seat and 
its greatest sensibility between the 
sternum and umbilicus,- where a 
blow is most effective, as was shown 
when Corbett was knocked out by 
Fitzsimmons.

This region of physical and spiritual 
sensibility on the body corresponds 
with the portion of the brain which 
may be located externally an inch and 
a half behind the brow and the exte­
rior angle of the eyelids. It also sym­
pathizes with the pineal gland, which 
has a very important influence on the 
cerebrum.

The knowledge of this psychology is 
valuable to Spiritualists, mesmerizers 
and hypnotists, for by operating on 
the epigastric centre they may produce 
many of the phenomena of somnam­
bulism, psychometry and spiritualism, 
and established intimate sympathies 
with the subject. There has never been! 
any explanation given of this subject 
except in my Anthropology (now out 
of print), the Journal of Man, and 
“Therapeutic Sarcognomy,” which 
shows how to operate on the human 
constitution by magnetism and elec­
tricity.

The cerebellum I have shown, differs 
from all other structures, being inter­
mediate in character between the cere­
brum and the ganglionic system,which 
has its center in the solar plexus. It 
has no psychic functions, hut sustains 
the organic life of the body, which is 
feeble when the cerebellum is small. It 
co-operates with the solar plexus in 
producing materializations.

The rngst efficient treatment the

healer can give his patient is by plac­
ing his hand around the basis of the 
brain at the junction of the head and 
neck, by which he reinforces the cere­
bellum . and sends a current of life 
through the body, especially to its low­
er portion. > ■

I had long been teaching these 
things to my students, when I receiv­
ed u remarkable communication (fifty 
years ago) from the late Dr. Spurz- 
helm. the most eminent anatomist of 
the brain, confirming my views. It 
was singularly expressed in abbreviat­
ed Latin.

The anterior portion of the cerebel­
lum (called the Pons) which the col-

LAKE PLEASANT: Headquarters Building.

leges do not profess to explain, may be 
reached through the lower part of the 
jaw. Hence when we place one hand 
around the junction of the head, and 
neck, and the other on the lower jaw, 
covering the lower lip and chin, we 
send a powerful influence through the 
body, producing warmth, breaking up 
a chill, and deepening the respiration.

The organic life of the body, over 
which presides the solar plexus, the 
entire ganglionic system of nerves 
and the cerebellum, is in continued re­
lation with the spirit world that fills 
the universe, from which it receives 
life, while the voluntary cerebro-spin- 
al system is at rest in sleep. It is the 
channel of the marvellous cures by 

LAKE PLEASANT: Templé of New Auditorium.

spirit power, and it restores from the 
wastes produced by voluntary action. 
Absolute repose is necessary to its 
restorative power.

It has also different times from the 
voluntary system which is most vig­
orous in the first half of the day, 
while the interior organic life is most 
vigorous in the evening and at night 
until about 3 a. m. Spiritual meetings 
are therefore more successful in the 
evening than •'the morning.

The psychic (ind physiological func­
tions of the brain are but little known 
in the colleges on account of their 
dense materialism. Indeed they do 
not profess to know anything of its 

psychic functions, and my extensive 
publications on this subject are road 
and appreciated only by physicians 
who are independent of the college in­
fluence. But I hope if my life can be 
prolonged to present in another vol­
ume, “The New World of Science," ex­
plaining the brain and soul of man, 
our life In the two worlds and the 
scientific basis of Spiritualism, mag­
netic healing and medical philosophy.

JOS. RODES BUCHANAN. 
San Jose, Cal.

The Psychometric Dictionary is the 
book that is having the most calls just 
now.

THEOSOPHICAL.

Professor John Mackenzie of Spo­
kane, Watefh., received a letter stating 

^tWalt Mrs. Annie Besant, the Countess 
Wa'chitimeister and Mrs. Willson, The- 
osoph'ist leadens of London, had Start­
ed on their American tour, comprising 
six months of lectures. They will first 
make a tour through the southern 
Abates, doming Iwest by the Southern 
Pacific railway. During the following 
week they will be in San Francisco. 
Fflom San 'Francisco they go to Port­
land, thence to Seattle and Tacoma, 
and thence to Spokane, remaining in 
that city from the 3d itO the 6th of 
June,- inclusive.

On 'this tour Mrs. Besant will give 
some of the results of latest scientific 
investigation co-operative of Theoso- 
oiphy, Ithe human aura, and thbugbit 
forms. Her lectures are enhanced in 
Interest by the use of the stereopticon, 
the photographs of these scientific 
achievements being thrown on a large 
screen before 'the audience. One of her 
lectures, “A Glimpse Into t!he .Unseen 
Universe,” has attracted great atten­
tion wherever she has delivered it. 
Professor Mackenzie also received a 
letter from Countess Wachtmelster, 
which said that 'they had’been receiv­
ing flattering receptions wherever they 
■have appeared, and that the Thoosoph- 
ic movement is spreading rapidly.

Regarding these remarkable women 
Professor Mackenzie said:

“Mrs. Besant is one of the most in­
tellectual women of the nineteenth 
century. She has a profound knowl­
edge of all societies, and .holds nine di­
plomes from the loading scientific in­
stitutions in Europe. Her whole life 
lias been devoted Co the advancement 
of humanity. She lectured for many 
years in conjunction with Charles 
Bradlaugh, M. P., and devoted horaelf 
to organizing social forces for eodila.1 
advancement with Bradlaugb. But 
during that fimo she was a materialist, 
not entering the Theosophical move­
ment until 1889,when she was appoint­
ed by Madame Blavaltsky as her suo-
ccssor upon the death of the latter in 
that year. Mrs. Besant is in proof and 
in fact the head of tlie Theosophical 
movement, and not Mtb. Tingley, Who 
is a sclf-constitutod representative. 
Mrs. Besant has a 'powerful, magnetic 
presence, and is a most eloquent speak­
er, charming audiences wherever she 
appears.

“As to the other members of the 
party, Mrs. Willson is a London lady 
who has been assioci'alted with the 
mwement for many years. She is a 
lady of independent fortune, and has 
dOne excellent work for the good of 
the cause. She is nolt much of a speak­
er, but is ain excellent organizer. The 
Countess Wachtmeister is known all 
over 'the world. She appeared here 
last year and attracted much aibtemltion 
by her lectures. Mrs. Besant is a cous­
in of Sir Walter Besant, the novelist, 
and in England attracts almost as 
much attention as any orator, either 
male or female.” .

WHOSE IS IT?

In April 24th issue of Light of Truth 
is noticed the reappearance of that pa­
thetic poem, “If I Should Die Tonight.” 
It is not generally known that this 
beautiful Inspiration, which has for 
the past twenty years periodically 
found its way into the poet’s corner of 
the secular press, and which has been 
classed as a fugitive gem of some 
anonymous writer, was in fact written 
by Mrs. Annie 0. Sefton, a lady who 
was at the time of its composition a 
confirmed invalid, having for some 
years previous suffered from a com­
plaint which confined her to her couch 
and from which she never expected at 
that time to recover.

Occasionally the poem has been pub­
lished with her initials, A. 0. S„ at­
tached, but rarely has full credit been 
given to the author, who was until re­
cently living in the city of Boston. 
Mrs. Sefton is today a pronounced 
Spiritualist, although she was not at 
the time of'its production.

Some years ago the poem was feel­
ingly quoted by the late venerable Dr. 
Bartol in his last sermon before he 
retired from his long service in the 
ministry at Boston, and only a few 
months before his spiritual departure 
for those higher fields of human ac­
tivity in the immortal realms.

H. A. HANCOX, C. E.
28 State Street, Boston, Mass.

* * * Will you have the kindness to 
give Mrs. Bessie Aspinwall credit for 
the poem published in recent issue en­
title, "If I Should Die.”

S. N. ASPINWALL.
Minneapolis, Minn.

[We published the poem on its in­
trinsic value,' not knowing who the 
author was.—Ed.]

There is nd more need of misunder­
standing humanity when 25 cents will 
reveal all the secrets of the human 
heart. The Psychometric Dictionary 
is the little telltale,
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A HOMILY ON CONSCIENCE.
Conscience, since Aristotle 2,300 years 

ago analyzed it, baa been decaying, 
and today conscience is dead. It Is 
resurrected only upon the mounds 
■where love, neglected opportunities 
and pride lie buried. The wrong doer 
here finds the sword that pricks a dead 
conscience end wakens it to remorse. 
The despoiler here renders unto his 
own Caesar. Before the bar of death 
the judge that judged unjustly becomes 
his own accuser. Here petty tyrranies 
the stings of slander, the pollution Of 
virtue and the wastes of life on 
ground common and enriched by the 
mouldering forms of clay, reach out 
together toward a pitiless firmament 
that mocks while it receives their sup­
plications. There would be no regret 
upon viewing the signet of death if 

•the mockeries of life were not its para­
mount features. The influences of the 
world are made up of dominant thought 
arising from a wrong basis, hence con­
science is dead. A dead conscience is 
at the apex of the pyramid of prosperi­
ty, a most strange anomaly. The great 
god of today is the Dollar. -Honor, vir­
tue and sobriety are of little value in 
the market of sordid ambition. To 
keep within the law does not mean 
that a man may not muffler with im­
punity.

The most heinous crimes are those for 
which there is no law of man to appre­
hend or correct. The avenues along 
which conscience moves the freest to 
its destruction are entirely lawful, as 
the world goes. Men hoard vast for­
tunes in obedience to the fetich of the 
Dollar Worship, and they do it with the 
spur of ambition to outshine others in 
their accumulations. This sounds the 
knell of conscience, for it breeds ra­
pacity, and rapacity knows no con­
science. The power of rapacity is the 
dominant power of the commercial 
world, upon which rests the moral, in­
tellectual and spiritual systems of 
thought. Commerce is the base of the 
pyramid, and aggrandizement reaches 
from this to the dead apex. As in the 
past the tribute of a nation fell at the 
feet of a king, so now the tribute is 
paid to those who make kings and con­
trol them. The power to control men's 
consciences does not always belong 
solely to the despots whom the grace 
of God has annointed. The path from 
Feudalism to the commercial Nihilism 
of our day is strewn with the same 
wreckage and paved with the same ma­
terial as that over which the despots 
who made bistory in the past drove 
their chariot wheels and hoofs of iron. 
Ethical conduct as it relates to the 
struggles of civilization springs from 
the first shock that intellect received, 
which produced cunning and a lie. The 
Genesical story of the fall of man is 
responsible for this. The long line of 
sequences is legitimate. We can not 
expect a rational Conscience in a ’he­
redity from Adam'/

The mighty work that the Spiritual 
philosophy Is destined to perform is to 
be seen In the. decadence of our na­

tional conscience. The still small 
voice of the spirit Is rarely heard. The 
gentler amenities and the power of 
silence, while being the vital and eter­
nal verities of life, are not dominant 
as yet in the conscience of the world. 
It Is only In the realization of the po­
tency and persistency of life and of 
the compensatory laws of the universe 
that the mind emerges from the slough.

And this Is the mission of Spiritual­
ism in the world. It Is here to raise 
men and women above their environ­
ment by teaching them the fallacy of 
their modes of life. It is here to re­
vivify the mouldering conscience, to 
spiritualize the anxious quest of aspira­
tion and to make sure to their minds 
the deathlessness of memory. Most 
people want to be good; they are bet­
ter than their surroundings, their 
creeds and their thoughts. Spiritualism 
then is conscience on the move toward 
the upper instead of the lower phases 
of being. It is the hope and light of 
the world. It gives back to us all that 
is eternal in the wastes of life. It mir­
rors self to the soul and unmasks the 
deceptions of the world.

PROF. OLIVER J. LODGE’S CONTRI­
BUTION TO SPIRITUALISM.

It is always a pleasure to draw from 
those sources of gratification which 
abound in the confirmation cf our 
grand philosophy by the eminent minds 
of the scientific world. The antago­
nism of old still persists but the asper­
ities are softened down. At least the 
attitude of the opposition in scientific 
circles is respectable and it Is not con­
sidered an unusual thing nowadays 
for the Spiritualist press to chronicle 
the conversion of a scientist and give 
its readers the views of such an one. 
In this respect, therefore, the lecture 
of ’Prof. Lodge, which the Light of 
Truth this week reproduces, is com­
paratively unimportant, but as it re­
lates to an inherent worth which it 
carries within itself, it is of great im­
portance and will bear close reading. 
No cautious mind would hastily dis­
parage the conclusions of Prof. Lodge, 
and when he avows his belief in spirit 
return and communion because the 
facts have been brought home to him 
through strictly scientific inquiry and 
research, it is well for the sticklers 
against the verity of these phenomena 
as resting upon a scientific - basis, to 
pay heed and reconstruct their opin­
ions. Prof. Lodge is not the first sci­
entist to stand out for the scientific 
basis of Spiritualism. Profs. Mapes, 
Hare, Crookes, Flammarion and many 
others have taken the same ground. 
But Prof. 'Lodge gives us a fresh, crisp 
and intensely interesting resume, val­
uable alike to the Spiritualist and the 
inquirer. It is simply an added testi­
mony to the long line of witnesses who 
have been compelled to accept these 
facts, which are of such tremendous 
import as to shake and overturn near­
ly every hypothesis of life and destiny.

THE PENALTY OF GREATNESS.
'Capacity, judgment and Will, in their 

harmonious action and equalization, 
are the essentials of greatness. In look­
ing over the lives of men who have 
wielded the affairs of the world, how 
few there are who have possessed 
these qualities in their entirety! One 
man may have capacity, but no judg­
ment or will power; anotner may have 
will and capacity, but no judgment; 
another may have capacity, and judg­
ment, but no will. The combination is 
strikingly variant in different men and 
yet such have at times performed great 
services for the state and have been 
classed amongst the benefactors of 
mankind. All leaders of thought have 
lived on the peaks and crags of the 
wind-swept mountains of life, and be­
cause of their exposure and prominence 
have ever been the targets for the jav­
elins of a thoughtless multitude, Did 

not Socraten, with whom no man of 
ancient Greece could be counted a peer, 
drink the hemlock because he taught 
sedition? Greece, mighty in her prow­
ess, was weak enough to let the fate 
of Aggamemnon be a better one than 
that of Socrates.

Cicero, the greatest orator of Rome, 
who was hailed by Cato as the “Father 
of his country," offered his neck to the 
sword of his executioners. Brutus was 
no more the Iago who slew Caesar 
than was 'Antony the tool of despots 
that cut voft the life of Cicero. 'Plato 
the great pupil and contemporary of 
Socrates, had to fly from Athens for 
his life. Voltaire was so great that 
only one man In Europe was deemed 
wise enough to read his best manu­
script, and yet no character in history 
has been more wantonly assailed, mis­
understood and execrated. Heroes 
have always been exalted and then fed 
the shambles with their' blood. Phi­
losophers have burned while the frenzy 
of the populace added fury to the 
flames. In- fact a search of history 
down to the last century will show no 
single instance where a truly great 
man has escaped persecution.

WE APRECIATE COURTESY.
The Syracuse (N. Y. ) 'Herald, com­

menting editorially on the recent state 
convention of Spiritualists held in that 
city, says: “In that Spiritualism is vi­
tally a champion of immortality and 
of progression in the moral state it is 
distinctly religious, while ethically the 
doctrines held by the great mass of 
Spiritualists are broad and elevating." 
■Speaking of the means of disseminat­
ing the truth of' Spiritualism it goes on 
to say: “As thirty or more newspaper 
journals or magazines devoted to Spir­
itualism are supported in this country, 
with as many more in Europe, it is 
certain that the number of avowed 
Spiritualists is many millions, while a 
great multitude of people in every 
country have more or less belief in the 
substantial truth of the principal doc­
trine of Spiritualism.”

After giving a long list of distin­
guished scholars and philosophers who 
are avowed Spiritualists, the article 
closes with reference to the evils be­
setting the movement in the following 
fair and courteous manner: “The frauds 
of charlatans are not to be charged-up 
against conscientious Spiritualists, and 
most of them are such. These frauds, 
of course, arouse to caution in accept­
ing apparent spiritist or psychic phe­
nomena, but there are more things in 
heaven 'and earth than are dreamed of 
by the average philosopher, be his 
name what it will.”

We are always glad to record an in­
telligent and dispassionate review Of 
Spiritualism by the newspaper press. 
The pity of it is that more of them 
don’t exhibit the backbone Of the Syra­
cuse 'Herald. To deal with an unpopu­
lar truth requires great moral stamina 
sometimes, and it is safe to say that 
much of the senile ridicule of the news­
paper press touching Spiritualism 
arises from a broken down moral con­
ception on the part of the writers and 
editors. Many editorial writers on the 
great dailies are well aware of the es­
sential truth, fact and philosophy of 
Spiritualism, hut when it comes to an 
analysis of these facts in their columns 
their moral backbone oozes out in driv­
eling idiocy or a worse ridicule, while 
on the other hand, if the subject be an 
analysis of a prizefight, the tariff or 
the duties of a legislature, they are as 
wise as owls.

What are we to think of teachers 
who teach the world that Jesus was 
transfigured, while the proof is want­
ing, but deny that their own mothers 
may be transfigured, apd the proof 
within their means of obtaining? 
There is an old Greek apothegm that 
“In the presence of human stupidity 
even the gods stand helpless."

SCIENCE OF THE BIBLE.
“Hatred Btlrreth up strifes; but love 

covereth all sins."—Proverbs, x 12.
It seems hardly necessary to com­

ment on this, as it Is measurably self- 
explanatory and self-evident. Yet it is 
subject to higher definition than the 
ordinary because truth is infinite. Not 
only as revelation added to present 
knowledge, but as more light upon 
that which is already known. No sin- 
gle truth is limited to a boundary line 
unless It is of matter or relative. Every 
one outside of this has a fourth dimen­
sion—a centre of' gravity—to which 
the mind is enabled to penetrate in 
comparison to its vibratory force. 
There is no limit to this centre, and 
we may go on eternally finding more 
truth concerning It, thus gaining a 
higher understanding of It forever.

Every one knows that demonstrative 
hatred stlrreth up strifes; but not 
every one knows that suppressed ha­
tred also has its effect on a victim. 
That is a higher knowledge of an old 
or known truth. Science teaches this 
and proves that “thoughts are things.” 
Silent or suppressed hatred, therefore, 
while it may not lead to external man­
ifestations between parties, has its dire 
effect in other ways. It produces un­
easiness in the victim—often insomnia 
—but it also vitiates the blood of the . 
generator, and in due time neuralgia, 
sciatica, scrofula, cancer and other 
¡blood diseases, accompanied 'by pain, 
'begin to manifest, and the suffering 
caused others reacts—returns to * its 
owner—thus putting a temporary qui­
etus on his emotions and acts as a 
neutralizer of the evil done to himself. 
This is repeated as he again generates 
hatred, or malice.

Now, love has a similar philosophy 
—subject. to a higher analysis than 
generally known. Besides covering up 
sins or generating good feelings, love 
•has a deeper significance. Like hatred 
it has its silent effect, and may cure or 
bless, inspire or 'becalm the one to 
whom it is directed. Its reaction is 

• compatible with its sweetness. Instead 
of vitiating it purifies the blood of the 
generator or creator; restores the dis­
eased to health; relieves the suffering 
from pain, and blesses with happiness 
in the end, or as the causes (produced 
by love waves) ripen into effects.

Such is the higher science of the 
above extracted scriptural quotation.

Mediumship is truly the great scien­
tific study before the world, for the 
reason that in and through these mar­
velous, inherent and generally latent 
powers are unfolded every other ave­
nue of human action. We are all being 
played upon by the etheric and spirit­
ual forces surrounding us. Our per­
sonality is hinged to the periphery of 
a wheel that catches the breezes of in­
spiration, even as the twigs and sway­
ing branches of trees and waving grain 
form the reeds of nature’s mighty or­
gan. As men get through with slaugh­
ter pens, distilleries and politics,'they 
understand this truth.

A few Sundays ago over one hun­
dred convicts in Sing Sing prison in 
New York partook of the holy commu­
nion, five of them were new converts 
and were baptized. If we were called 
upon to preach quite a sermon could 
be gotten out of this text.

Don’t be deceived by honeyed words, 
but note the way they affect you, and 
hunt up the meaning in the Psychom­
etric Dictionary. That will betray 
their true inwardness.

The scerets of nature are hidden in 
the influence we sense by contact with 
others. The Psychometric Dictionary 
explains it all.

It is not so much where we stand as 
how we move that counts in the prog, 
resa of life,
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THE CRUSADE.
The crusade is still on, and will

make Its second attack upon the com-
munity this week bjr the appearance of
the second Quadterly—a still stronger
>kna holder paper than Its predecessor.

We have a few of the first edition
left which will make good reading ror
the liberal-minde«i. These can be had
at cents. Lalte issues are 5 cents,
or S3 per hundrec1.

Following are the names of the
latest additions 1to the army of cru-
sauer«.

G W Eear» Henry Lovi, J G Corbin,
John F Hart, D W Cochran, G L S
Jenifer, Mrs M H Wright, Mrs F Mc-
Bride, C E Tobey, S N Aspinwall, Mra
A M Duncan, Mrs C L Adams, Mary L
Burger, Mrs M Biiker, Anna Swenson,
Mrs Paul Mohr, Mrs A J Brown. Mrs
E W Coon. Mrs J A Kenyon, Mi’s F R
H Babbitt, J F MeCarty, Be nJ G Price,
Sarah K Close. Cai*oline Sparrow, Rosa
K Parkhurst.

TOLD BY A CLAIRVOYANT.
The utility of clairvoyance under cer­

tain conditions was well illustrated a 
week or two ago in Hartford, Conn. 
As reported the case is as follows:

Mr. Samuel Way of that city passed 
away recently, and before his demise 
he employed Attorney Timothy E. 
Steele to look up the title to a well 
that was on his property, and which 
the board of health ordered filled up. 
He gave Mr. Steele the original deeds 
and other documents relating to the 
matter. Mr. Steele attended to the 
business and finished it before the 
death of Mr. Way. He returned, as he 
supposed, all the documents to Mr. 
Way. About a month or two after the 
latter’s death Mr. Way’s son in look­
ing over his father’s papers missed a 
certain deed and could not find it- 
While traveling in New York state on 
business it occurred to Mr. Way to 
consult a clairvoyant with the view of 
obtaining information in regard to the 
missing deed. The clairvoyant told 
him that the deed was in Mr. Steele’s 
office among other papers, unknown to 
Mr. Steele.

When Mr. Way returned to Hartford 
he called at Mr. Steele’s office and told 
him that he (Mr. Steele) had the deed. 
Mr. Steele assured him that he hadn't, 
and that he had given back to the de­
ceased father all the deeds and docu­
ments relating to the property when 
the business was finished. But not­
withstanding the assurance Mr. Way 
persisted in his statement that Mr. 
Steele had the deed. Mr. Steele could 
not help noticing Mr. Way’s positive 
manner, and was curious to know the 
cause of it.

Being pressed as to his reasons for 
thinking the deed was in the attor­
ney's possession, Mr. Way told him 
that a clairvoyant in New York had 
so stated. Mr. Steele was now more 
incredulous than before, and eyed his 
caller with the usual owl-like wis­
dom employed on such occasions by 
men who know it all; but to satisfy 
Mr. Way that his information was in­
correct and that clairvoyance is -a 
choice humbug, he searched through 
his papers again and—found the miss­
ing deed.

Tt has become necessary for us to 
adopt the plan of discontinuing pa­
pers as soon as the subscription ev- 
pires. We sincerely hope our old pa­
trons will not he offended when this 
rule is applied to them, because it is 
an impossibility to separate one class 
of subscribers from another. All must 
be treated alike, because the list is too 
large to handle any other way^Please 
watch the dnte on your paper and re­
mit before it expires.

Learn to bo u psychometrist by 
studying the Psychometric Diction­
ary. Price 25 cents,

SOMEWHAT ISHMAELITISH. PER­
HAPS.

It is now forty-nine years since the 
world was startled by the tidings that 
alleged communications from tha dead, 
so-called, were beiug received through 
some mysterious Instrumentality in a 
little village in western Now York. It 
is not strange that a ‘movement which 
has shook the ethical and religious 
ideas of mankind to their foundations 
should have hud for its starting point 
an humble home. If we consider the 
contributions to the world’s stock of 
knowledge wo shall find that with 
scarcely an exception they have sprung 
from the obscure places of human so­
ciety. Indeed, if we are to accept cer­
tain traditions as having any basis in 
historical antiquity, Christianity had 
Its birth in the manger of a Pales­
tinian barn.

And so it appears that this great 
movement of moral and spiritual re­
generation which today encompasses 
the bounds of the known world and 
challenges the scrutiny of savants and 
philosophers everywhere, had its birth 
in an humble house and in the midst 
of the simplest and most primitive of 
the present conditions of civilization. 
In this respect Spiritualism has not 
departed from historical precedent.- 
But while it appeared in its advent or 
origin in conformity with precedent, 
it did not nor can not follow precedent 
in the onward' kind upward growth of 
its economy. A reform which involves 
at once the destruction of a dominant 
system of religious, secular and scien­
tific education and the organization of 
society along lines of permanent up­
building, must necessarily be unprece­
dented. Such is Spiritualism. It is 
without parallel except as it teaches 
the central ideas of the masters of 
thought, ancient and modern. At the 
time of its introduction the cerulian 
spheres of the after life were gorged 
with men and women who looked for 
an opportunity t'o give the lie to the 
religiosity that had humbugged them 
regarding the province of death.

On the other hand was a system of 
materialism whose seed was, the dis­
gust of churchmen. 'Finding the old 
God to be a myth they flew to the 
other extreme of superstition and 
found (?) the potencies of life in the 
rock and the fish. It was a theology 
of phantasms on one side and a theol­
ogy of nihilism on the other. The pre­
mise and the conclusion .of the old 
Church and the old Science alike were 
merely the Wings of a dead body. In 
view of this clearly philosophical ar­
raignment it is a matter of wonder 
that Spiritualism has 'met with such 
violent opposition, and can be account­
ed for only on the hypothesis of ten­
acity, as, for instance, a decapitated 
hen or the severed parts of a serpent. 
For It is a well known principle of 
good generalship to keep the center of 
au army from being broken. But Spir­
itualism has found no center to the 
opposition; ‘nothing save these two 
wings of' religious and scientific 
thought flapping in the wind. Despite 
the opposition, however,, the great 
cause of the thither world has moved 
on, and in the brief space of half a 
century has about quieted the flopping 
of the wings, and in their place the 
world of thought is beginning to see 
the outlines of a structure destined to 
become the pride and glory of the ages. 
We no longer hear the old shibboleths 
of authority. The "Thus salth the 
Lord” has given way to the prompt­
ings of personal conscience animated 
by love and good will. No more do 
the Gods on 'Olympus hurl their shafts 
at man’s temerity, and the thunders of 
Sinai are drowned in the happy laugh­
ter of millions of emancipated men 
and women who, through the benefi­
cences of Spiritualism have become 
cognizant of the essential principles of 
the true life. When spirits began to 
talk the altar? began to crumble.

When an intelligent proposition of the 
philosophy of lite began to play among 
the cobwebs of man’s thought, the toys 
of his childhood, the fancies and su­
perstitions of his brain, began to melt 
away.

WILLARD J. HULL.
Mr. Willard J. Hull, whoso photo­

graph graces our front page this week,' 
Is a well-known lecturer in <tho ranks 
of Spiritualism ns well as other Holds 
of reform.

Mr. 'Hull is still a young man, com­
paratively speaking, though mature in 
mind and spirit, to judge by Ms abso­
lutely profound lectures. Few can 
cope with him In originality of thought 
and expression, end those who know 
how to appreciate him feel the power 
of his logic when listening to Ms utter­
ances from the rostrum.

Sympathy Is a great rovelator to both 
a speaker arid an audience. Mr. Hull's 
sympathy for 'the cause he espouses 
invites a wonderful flow of inspiration, 
and the audience who can sympathize 
with him, or any speaker, inherits sin 
understanding for the time being that 
Is beneficial. Mr. Hull must be under­
stood to be appreciated, and to know 
the sacrifices he has made to become 
one with tills movement is to sympa­
thize with him.

It now behooves 'the hearer to 
choose, and thé wise will add to their 
wisdom by a respectful hearing when 
opportunity presents itself.* 1 2 3 4 5 6

COURSE OF SIX LECTURES 
on

HYPNOTISM 
and

PCYOHO-THBRAPEUTICS,
'By Sydney Flower, 'Editor of the Hyp­

notic Magazine, Chicago.

1. The Simplicity of Hypnotism.
2. The Objective and Subjective 

Minds.
3. Various Methods of Inducing Hyp­

nosis.
4. Suggestion as a Curative Agent.
5. Hypnosis and Crime.
6. Post-Hypnotic Suggestion and Its 

Effect.
Each lecture will be folowed by dem­

onstrations of the various stages of 
hypnosis (elucidating points touched 
upon in the lectures, and showing the 
best methods of treating disease by 
suggestion) by Dr. Herbert A. Parkyn, 
superintendent of the Chicago School 
of Psychology.

The lectures and demonstrations to­
gether constitute a thorough ground­
ing in this work.

Special arrangements will be made 
to accomm'odate students who have 
missed one or more of the lectures.

Fee for the course, «10.
Write Dr. Herbert A. Parkyn, 4020 

Drexel Boulevard, Chicago, Ills., and 
mention the Light of Truth.

CHOICE LITERATURE.

IN HIGHER REALMS—A psycholog­
ical novel, by Arthur F. Milton. 25c; 
postage, 4c.

INTERVIEWS WITH SPIRITS—By' 
Samuel Bowles, late editor Spring­
field (Mass.) Republican. Paper, 
50c; postage, 5c.

THE RELATION OF SPIRITUAL TO 
THE MATERIAL UNIVERSE— 
Giving the law of spirit control, by 
Michael Faraday. Price, 15c; post­
age, 2c.

SIDEREAL EVOLUTION OR A NEW 
COSMOLOGY—An explanation of 
the principles that pertain to univer­
sal life force and its expressions in 
form. 50c; postage, 5c.

REPLY TO REV. DR SNYDER’S 
COMMENTS ON SPIRITUALISM— 
A lecture by Dr. Fred L. H. Willis. 
Price, 10c; postage, 3c.

LIFE IN THE STONE AGE; A HIS­
TORY OF ATHARAEL—An outline 
history of man written through the 
mediumship of IT. G. Figley.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF REINCAR­
NATION CONSIDERED — By J. 
Clegg Wright. 25c; postage. 2c.

THE REAL ISSUE—By Moses Hull. 
Price, 25c; postage, 2c.

SOCIAL UPBUILDING— By E. D. Bab­
bitt Price, 15c; postage, 2c,

............................... * ?■■■"! " ■ .in

To know when anyone is envious of 
you islrevealed by the Psychometric 
Dictionary, and enables you to govern 
yourself accordingly.

Outside of his role as a speaker ¡Mr. 
Hull is a quiet and reserved man; sel­
dom speaks without being addressed 
end never to find fault with his fellow­
man, whatever reasons may exist 
therefor. He is withal a fine speaker, 
eloquent, and throws out an -influence 
ait times that is animating and health­
ful to 'the hearer. He is now open for 
engagements.

A battle of the giants is about to 
occur In 'New York. The two natural 
elements, air and electricity, are to be 
arrayed by the wand of the inventor, 
against steam. The Manhattan Ele­
vated railway of 'New York is now 
having constructed, under the super­
vision of the Electric Storage Battery 
company of Philadelphia, an" electric 
motor engine which will “try titles” 
with an air motor engine now being 
constructed at Rome, N. Y., for the 
same purpose. The claims for superi­
ority for both systems will now stand 
a fair chance for consideration by the 
only test which can establish the rela­
tive commercial values—that of actual 
use. Taking the testimony of compe­
tent engineers, both of the railroad 
and those interested in the new motors, 
it is evident that steam has about seen 
its day for interurban traffic.

A MOTOR RUN BY MOONLIGHT.
An account is given in Nature of a 

motor, intended for delicate experi­
ments in heat measurement, invented 
by Mr. A. R. Bennett. It is so sensi­
tive that It begins to revolve the mo­
ment that it is exposed to daylight, 
even when the sun is hidden; and in 
clear weather it will work nil night, 
being affected even by the radiant heat 
of moonlight. The motive power Is 
due to convection currents set up in­
side the glass shade with which the 
instrument is covered. While the glass 
is not warnied by the radiant heat of 
daylight or moonlight passing through 
it, the metal surfaces of the mptor are, 
and the minute differences of temper­
ature suffice to start convective cur­
rents.

The ghost of a former forelady of 
one of the large shirt and collar man­
ufactories of Troy, N. Y„ is said, to 
visit the scenes of her earthly labors 
and has been seen by a number of the 
employes who in turn have been badly 
frightened.
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FROM OUR FOREIGN EXCHANGES.

a MISCELLANEOUS.
- THE OAK AND THE ROSE - AN

ALLEGORY.

ABBIE F. WATKINS.

3 DMst thou never, O gentle child,
hear the story of the oak tree and the 

V rose bush? Nestle here, then, where
- the firelight casts its strange, fantas­

tic shadows, and I will tell it thee.
Many years ago. when thou wert but 

a a dream child In the castle built by
o Fancy in the kingdom of Tomorrow,

an acorn put forth a tiny shoot that 
reached upward through the soil by 
the side of a mighty river. Just there 

o a babbling brook lost itself among the
P rocks that stood like sentinels ou

r guard lest the river should bear oS on
its broad, strong bosom the ferns and 
blossoms growing upon its banks. A 
pretty brook it was, and musical. It 
sang all day to the flowers that grew 
beside it. It told them all the wonders 
it saw on Its way to the mighty river, 

' and at night, when the flowers slept, 
it sang its little songs to the pebbles 
lying in its narrow bed.

The sunshine warmed the tiny 
shoot the acorn had sent forth, the 
rain and soil nourished it, and by and 
•by a tiny leaf was seen, and another, 
and then another, and lo! the aoorn 
beneath 'the sod had become an oak 
tree with -branches reaching out to the 
yellow sunshine, and leaves trembling 
with joy at the kisses of the air and 
whispering their secrets to the wind 
in answer to its caresses. Then, one 
day, an oriole swung for a moment 
upon its topmost bough, and while 
resting there dropped a seed from out 
its 'beak. The seed fell at the foot of 
the oak and even as the acorn had. 
put forth its tiny shoot, so di'd the 
seed dropped by the wandering bird 
The sun warmed and the rain and soil 
nourished it even as they had- the 
acorn, hut -behold, the tiny shoot from 
the seed at -the foot of the oak grew 
into branches and leaves and flowers. 
Then the children made wreathes of 
the flowers and crowned their fairest 
with its garlands. For it was a beau­
tiful red rose.

The oak tree loved the rose and took 
great delight in her 'beauty, and the 
robe thought she never beheld any­
thing so grand and stately as the oak. 
She sang the songs the brook -had 
taught her. She told the oak the 
pretty tales the grasses knew, and the 
loves and life of each flower growing 
near were repeated to the oak even as 
they -had been told to her. The oak 
sheltered the nose from the chilling 
dews of night and saw that the sun 
shone not too fiercely upon her by 
day. It made paths by ‘ which her 
slender rootlets could obtain water 
from the brook, and when the wind 
blew too roughly and shook the pretty 
petals of her blossoms upon the 
ground, they mourned together, and 
the oak dropped its green leaves and 
covered them in little mounds, and 
sleeping therein the petals forgot to 
long for -their old home surrounded by 
its hedge of thorns upon the rose stem. 

A't length the time came when the 
little brook sang no more. The sun 
was hid by flakes of snow 'that all day 
fell softly down upon the earth and 
covered it with a mantle of dazzling 
whiteness; The little brook flowed 
silently along under its icy covering 
and had no thought save to reach the 
mighty river and sleep upon its deep, 
warm bed. Then the rose complained 
that she missed the babbling of the 
brook. The flowers were all asleep in 
their winter -beds, thé voices of the 
grasses were silent, and she shivered 
beneath the caresses of the wind. The 
oak tree whispered that they knew 
the songs -the 'brooklet sang, and told 
her of tho coming springtime. He

told her, too, now that the brook was 
silent, he could hear the voice of the 
river and wished to learn its secrets. 
The storm, too, had a story to tell. It 
had come over the mountains from the 
sea, and wonderful knowledge would 
be his if. he would but listen. Then 
the rose sighed bitterly. "The oak no 
longer caressed her as of old. She 
wanted to hear again the song of the 
river and the voice of the storm 
frightened her with its strength. She 
cared nothing for the secrets of tho 
brook and the loves of the flowers,” 
and her weak complainings drowned 
the voice of the wind telling the story 
of the frozen Northland.

Then the spring came again. The 
little brook sang its pretty songs; the 
grasses and the flowers told anew to 
the rose the story of their loves, but 
the oak no longer cared to listen. 'He 
knew them all by‘heart, and now he 
longed to catch the words the -birds 
were singing. The wind was telling 
of its wanderings and the rain spoke 
of the newer life th-robbinginhis ve'ins. 
Upon the further shore of the little 
brook he saw a graceful elm. And the 
elm waved its 'branches in greeting to 
•him and 'then seemed to whisper to 
the river beneath. “Oh, elm,” cried 
the oak, “dost thou know the secret 
of the river, and canst thou teach it 
unto me?”

And the elm answered :“The river 
floweth from the cities of the Past 
into the sea of Eternity. Thou canst 
learn its secrets, for they are given 
unto all who drink of its .waters. Thou 
hast been drinking of the waters of 
tne -brook; but now, 'behold”—

Then the oak tree looked, and O,' 
wonder! he saw -himself reflected in 
the deep 'waters of the river; a'nd be­
side him there was the graceful elm; 
their 'branches meeting in lingering 
caresses; and he saw, too, -'that his 
rbats -had reached out into the stream 
and were -quaffing from its waters side 
by side with those of the elm brea.

And the secret of -the river was nd 
more a secret. He understood the lan­
guage and could interpret its mys­
teries. He looked up at the stars and 
longed to know their wisil.im.

“Oh, elm,” he cried, “dost thou 
know the wisdom of the stars?”

And the elm answered mot, but 
stretched out -her branches toward the 
oak in silence. Then- -the oak felt 
within himself that the wisd-om of the 
stars was the-secret of the river, and 
trembled with his great joy; -but as he 
reached out -his arms -to receive the 
caresses -of the elm he sighed, for ho 
had thought of his poor rose whom 
he still loved and who loved Mm; yet 
knew nothing of the secret of .the river 
or the stare. And he was sorrowful. 
Then -the elm said:

“Oh oak, t'hou canst not bend unto 
thy rose, neither can thy rose attain 
thy height. Thou canst shelter her 
from burning sun and chilling air at 
night; but thou canst no longer be 
content with somg of brook, neither 
canst t'hiou find her reflected in the 
waiters of the river. See; I wait to 
caress thee and to -receive thy kiss. 
Look upward, see the spirits of the 
air clad in their fleecy rolbes that men 
call clouds and learn the lessons they 
shall teach.”

When the rose heard the voice of 
the elm she cried in anger: “What 
hast thou, 0 elm, to do with the oak? 
Thou are upon the further side of the 
brooklet, and the oak is mine. For 
these many years hath he loved and 
sheltered me and praised my beauty. 
And I have sung to him the little 
songs the brook has taught me and 
told him the loves of the flowers and 
the tales of the grasses. Even now I 
wait to, tell him what the butterfly 
learned of the violet. Why should 
you speak of the wisdom of the stars 
or the secret of the river and the spir­
its of the air? I know naught of 
them. Oh, my oak. be content to 11s- 

ten lo song of brook as in the olden 
days, and hearken not to voice of elm; 
and search not after those wanderers, 
the spirits of the air."

And the oak was greatly troubled. 
He could not pa-in the rose that for 
many years had nestled near his 
heart. He had sheltered her from 
burning sun and chilling storm. Was 
it not from -his bough the oriole had 
dropped the seed that had grown into 
his beautiful rose? Had they not lis­
tened together to song of brook? Had 
he not mourned with ’her when the 
wind had taken her pretty flowers, . 
and had he not covered them with his 
leaves? But now he had learned the 
secret of the river and the wisdom of 
the stars, and his roots were inter­
locked with those of the elm tree be* 
neath the waters of the babbling 
brook. He could not move his branches 
without touching the graceful arms of 
the elm, and the touch filled him with 
a strange, new life; yet that life was 
pain to -his rose, and -her he could not 
pain. Thus the oak 'tree pondered 
and forgot to return -the kisses of' the 
sunshine or the caresses of the wind. 
Until at nighlt, when thè rose was , 
sleeping, he looked up and saw above 
Mm a Spirit of the Air, and he cried 
in -his great pain: “O cloud, I drank 
of 'the Waters of the river and learned 
its secret, and lo! the secret of the 
river is the wisdom of the stars; and 
the wisdom of the stars is the lan­
guage of the elm. Yet' I may not 
speak i't, neither must I hear it. Tell 
me, thou who hast traveled from the 
stars to 'the source of this mighty 
river 'and k'n'owest all things,' why 
have I learned this secret and this 
language if it be not given unto me to 
speak or to hear?”

Then the Spirit of the Air answered 
the moaning of the oak; “Thou foolish 
oak, dost questton the wisdom of the 
sitare? Dost long to -know why the se­
cret of the river is given unto thee? 
Wouldst thou unlearn the language of 
the elm and listen once1 more to song 
of brook?”

Then the oak -shook its 'branches un­
til its leaves -made loud -music on the ' 
summer air. “Not so!” he cried; 
“though I may never receive the ca­
resses of the elm; though I may never 
speak the language she hath taught;, 
yet I would keep the knowledge and 
drink still deeper of the waters of the 
river!”

“Then open thine heart and learn 
well t'h-y lesson,” 'the Spirit of the Air 
made answer. “Dost think that for no 
purpose 'the oriole dropped the rose 
seed at thy foot? Then thou couldst 
not -hear the voice of the mighty river 
and had sit need of rose ito teach the 
son'g -of brook and love of flower. 
Canst thou not still give unto her all 
she can receive of thee? Dost thou not 
no less changeless laws -than thou? 
know that yonder stars move under 
Dost know that never dewdrop falls 
upon thy leaves unless' i't be to fulfill 
its destiny and as aid to thee in filling 
thine? Yet the less art thou account­
able for every thought thou hast and 
every motion of thy leaves. Take thou 
thy sorow to thy heart and make it a 
part of thee and it will nourish thee 
to greater strength. If thou must lis­
ten to wailing of thy pretty rose when 
thou wouldst hear the voice of elm, 
know that'from the patience with 
which thou -hearest shall come endur­
ance, and from endurance will come 
a strength that shall make thee mon­
arch of the forest. And the pain thou 
glvest unto thy rose will blossom into 
flowers of sweeter fragrance than rose 
ever knew before. Shelter, therefore, 
thy rose as of old, but take thine elm 
and drink together the waters of the 
river and leave tins babbling brook to 
those who love its song.”

A detective in. every household: The 
Psychometric pictionary. Seo adver­
tisement.
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The Journal Du 'Magnétisme of re­
cent date announces the death of Hor­
ace Peletier at an advanced age. His 
communications to several Spiritual­
ist journals, especially La Revue Spir­
ite and Le Messager have been charac­
terized by much humor and sarcastic 
criticism of orthodox sceptics as to the 
reality of Spiritualistic phenomena.

La Lumiere in a reply to Gaston 
Mery claims to have through “Hab” a 
medium attached to the staff of the 
paper (perhaps the “guide”) obtained 
a description of the poet Virgil de­
parted this life 19 A. C., Which corre­
sponds exactly with a delineation of 
the poet’s face on a mosaic recently 
dug up in Rome and which dates back 
to the beginning of the Christian era 
and which is quite contrary to the 
general impression of the poet’s face. 
The description was given in trance 
and the exactness of the description 
as proven by the mosaic is given as 
proof of truthful communications from 
“Beyond the Veil.”

Already at different times the daily 
press has been occupied with a new 
•phenomenon Of haunting in the Sa- 
bouraint family, which at present is 
living at Yzeures, but has had to suf­
fer like persecutions in other locali­
ties where it has resided, at Poitiers, 
at -Burnon and at Loudun. The phe­
nomena appear to depend on the pres­
ence of a little girl of 12 years of age, - 
for wherever she goes they follow her. 
They are usually ra'ps, scratching? as 
if of finger nails, noises of steps, rapid 
or -measured, light or heavy, like those 
observed in other haunted houses. No 
voices are heard, but questions are an­
swered by the ghostly visitants in 
their own fashion. M. Duplantin of 
the Matin says: “To questions which 
I ask it answers invariably with three 
raps and by energetic scratching 
noises.” He staid in the house three 
nights in succession and heard heavy 
steps going down a stairway which, 
though new and stout, creaked in a 
very decided1 ■way. Gaston Mery in 
Libre 'Parol confirms these facts, which 
are, so to speak, classic. He says: “I

■ know of a good dozen of houses where, 
with more or less intensity, these phe­
nomena have been produced.”—Lu­
miere of March 27-th.
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A study of the Psychometric Dic­
tionary opens up the secrets of the 
world to the sensitive, and everybody 
is sensitive to same influences. This 
little book reveals it all, however lit­
tle mediumship you have.

If you desire to learn the art of read- 
ing character, get. the Psychometric 
Dictionary. Price 25 cents.
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5PIRITÖHL PHENOMENA.

The stirring town of Binghamton,
N. Y., called the “Parlor City,” evi­
dently 'has its quota of psychical exper­
iences, as the following eases show. 
The gathering and compiling of facts 
was made ‘by The Republican of that 
city and are vouched for as follows:

“Every incident given comes from 
a source which can not be disputed, 
and pains have been 'taken to have 
them well authenticated. Ail of the 
anecdotes are firmly and seriously be­
lieved by the tellers, and all who re­
late them are of a character to pre­
clude distrust. Names only are with­
held.”

The first experience is that of a 
North Side woman, and it happened 
several years ago in this city. She had 
one night a most vivid dream. She 
seemed to see with unusual distinct­
ness her former nome, a farmhouse in 
the northern part of the state, where 
her mother lived. In front of the 
house, in the yard, she seemed to see 
a large crowd of people. Soon a large 
black cloud, in the midst of which was 
the dark winged figure of a man, ap­
peared, and the cloud advanced swift­
ly and finally stood over the house. 
Then from the black clouds came two 
flashes of lightning which struck the 
house. Shortly after she got a letter 
saying that her mother was seriously 
■ill, and immediately after a telegram 
saying that she was dead. Her mother 
was taken seriously ill at the time of 
her dream, and the lightning appeared 
to strike directly over the room in 
which her mother lay. During the 
funeral another relative who had been 
dangerously ill died in the same house.

Certain persons seem to be so con­
stituted as to receive “mental mes­
sages” with more than usual ease. 
Others will go through a, long life 
without any of these strange experi­
ences. 'On four different occasions in 
her life ’this North Side lady received 
a “message.”

On another occasion, during the time 
■when She was at boarding school, she 
received mysterious notice of her 
brother’s death. Her brother was ly­
ing 'at the point of death in Galveston, 
Texas, with the yellow fever. In a 
dream, which impressed her strangely, 
her brother appeared to her and urged 
her to go home. “I’m going home,” 
he sai'd, and he kept repeating the 
phrase, A few days later she re­
ceived a letter- saying that her brother 
had died. At the hour of her dream 
he was calling for her in his delirium.

After she had moved to this city she 
dreamed one night 'that her sister, who 
lived near Dake George, in the north­
ern part of 'the state, was seriously ill. 
The-dream was tof that vividness 
whidh usually attaches to an experi­
ence of the kind, and it was followed 
■by a feeling of depression. So keen 
■was the impression that something 
Was wrong thalt she wrote a letter to' 
her sister to find out what was the 
matter. On returning from the post­
office, which was then on Colier 
street, «Whither she had gone to post 
the letter, Che found a telegram await­
ing her. The yellow bit of paper an­
nounced her sister’s death. She 
found afterwards that her sister was 

’taken seriously ill at the time of her 
dream and had expressed a desire to 
see 'her.

The same lady had a kindred experi­
ence Connected with the death of her 
brother. Her brother was in Wiscon­
sin and she was at 'the time attending 
a ib'oardin'g school in the eastern 
States. One day, without any appar­
ent reason for it, she began suddenly 
to think of her brother. His face 
came strongly into her mind, and 
then it would .fade out and be suc­
ceeded by a gloomy song in whidh oc- 
®ur the Words "I am passing through 

valley,” she tried in vain to 

shake oft the feeling of depression and 
foreboding, but in vain. A letter re­
ceived soon after announced her 
brother’s death. During the very 
hours in which she had been thinking 
so strongly of him he was dying, and 
he was calling for her at the time

A Washington Lady’s Vision.
A Washington lady, who has spent 

considerable time in this vicinity and 
who is well known here, about a year 
ago ‘had a Strange experience. It hap­
pened at her home in Washington. 
Her husband one afternoon prepared 
to go out She assisted him with his 
coat in the hall. While doing this she 
.became conscious of a strange light, 
■like a halo, around his head, and soon 
the appearance of a milk white dove 
hovered above him. She was most 
profoundly impressed, but she said 
nothing of the strange sight to her 
husband. She experienced a most pe­
culiar feeling. She felt, in some way, 
as if she would never see her husband 
again. And she never did, alive. He 
left the house and a short time after 
suddenly expired in a Street car on 
his way over town.

A newspaper man of this city, who 
is now am editor, tells an experience 
which he had when working as a re-' 
pbrter on the Binghamton Leader. 
This incident has nothing to do with 
death and it is of a somewhat more 
cheerful nature than some of the sto­
ries. The .incident may have been 
simply a coincidence. One morning 
he was sitting at his desk trying to 
think of some subject for a special 
article for the Saturday edition of the 
paper. At last he got an inspiration. 
The idea came into his head suddenly 
and completely and with unusual viv­
idness. He wrote up an imaginary 
description of a fire and described it 
in detail, as the thoughts were flashed 
into his mind. He told minutefly just 
how',;,.it.. 5pread.< aiid^.exactly Jhaw it 
looked in every respect. The article 
came out and that -night Weed’s tan­
nery burned. The reporter was 
amazed to find that his report of the 
imaginary fire was a complete descrip­
tion of the tannery fire in the smallest 
particular. Indeed when he came to 
write a description of the tannery fire 
he was greatly bothered to get it dif­
ferent from the other article. The re-’ 
porter was accused by his associates 
of having set the fire himself to aid 
in provid,ling“copy.”

Thought of His Friend When He Died.
Another experience more on the 

psychological order happened to a 10- 
caJl newspaper man. He has always 
taken a deep interest .in occult and 
simiillar subjects. •When a boy he con­
ceived the idea of making a compact 
with a schoolmate that the one who 
died first should notify the Other im- 
m'ediately at the time of dissolution. 
For various reasons he never suggest­
ed the idea to his friend, but he 
thought' of it often. Several years ago 
the friend1,became an invalid, and the 
newspaper man did not see him for a 

•period of two years. One evening the 
fact 'suddenly flashed into his head 
that he had not seen his friend for a 
•long time, and the schoolboy pleas­
ures in which the two 'had participated 
passed like a 'panorama before his 
mind’s eye.. The newspaper man was 
so impressed that he spoke of the oc­
currence to another reporter. Later 
in the evening he learned that his 
friend had died at about the time that 
he was thinking and talking of 'him.

Another Mental Message.
The next stpry happened in Nichol­

son, Pa., nearScranton, and the lady 
who tells it- now lives on Chestnut 
street, this city. She had in early life 
slightly known a man who lived in 
Clark’s Green, fourteen or fifteen miles 
distant. But ghe ha'd beep only 

slightly acquainted with him and it had 
been years since she thought of him 
at all. One day she began for some 
unaccountable reason to think of this 
man and to wonder what had become 
of him. These thoughts she commu­
nicated to her family, saying she did 
not understand why she should begin 
so strongly to think of the man. That 
same evening a paper was received 
telling of his death, which occurred at 
the time of ‘her unaccountable impres­
sion.

Thought Waves and Gold.
A Binghamton man, who is inter­

ested in scientific subjects, tells an 
experience of his youth. Neither he 
nor his parents were rich in worldly 
goods. He was ambitious to get an 
education, but things finally came to 
such a pass that he had no clothes 
which were fit to wear to school. He 
was Sitting by a window in his room 
feeling pretty gloomy over the pros­
pect, when he felt an irresistible im­
pression to get up and go somewhere 
—just whbre he didn’t know. He 
obeyed the impression and went out 
doors. Finally he wandered to the 
racetrack in the town, and walked 
along 'the track. Then, still obeying 
the impression, he turned and went in 
another direction, going directly to a 
heap of rubbish. Then something im­
pelled him to kick over the rubbish, 
and no sooner had he“ done so than 
he saw the glint of a $10 gold piece. 
He went to school that year.

Another Editor’s Experience.
Another Binghamton editor told of 

a meil'tal message at the -last meeting 
of the Academy of Science. He had 
a dream in which he seemed, in com­
pany with a yachting friend in New 
York, to be struggling in the water. 
Not long after a letter came announc­
ing that the friend’s yacht had been 
capsized and that he and his friends 
had struggled in the water for several 
hours.

Keep out of danger by studying the
Psychometric Dictionary. Price 25 
cents.
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tVL ight of Truth and Philosophical Jour­

nal clubbed for one year for $1 75.

ECHOES FROM THE WORLD OF SONG
BY

CL Payson Longley.
A handsomely bound volume of music that 

Bhopld be in every home.
Prior $1 and 15 cents postage.

FOB SALKBY

Light of Truth Publishing Co.

THE SPEAKING DIAL.
A WONDERFUL SPIRITUAL INVENTION*.

Gives names, dates and circumstances Speaks 
in various languages: answers mental questions 
Convincing the most skeptical. Has come to 
prove immortality and spirit communion De­
velops all phases of mediumship. Magnetize,4 
by a powerful spirit band Dials for sale by tho. 
inventor. P. J. DEMPSEY,

194 E 10th St., St. Paul, Minn.
Enclose stamp for reply.

All with the Light or Truth for one year 
for ONE DOLLAR AND TWENTY - FIVE 
OHNTS, ...........
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FRANK CARPENTER.
Mr. Carpenter is conductor of the 

First National Spiritual church of De­
troit, Mich., and is the husband of 
Mrs. Marion- Carpenter, the noted 
speaker and psychometrist.

The World of Psychics and 
Liberal Thought.

A. disturbing ghost is frightening 
timid people in Portland, Or.

The Rev. R. Heber Newton delivered 
a sermon in his church in New York 
city last Sunday on healing. He said 
that it was a commentary on the fa­
vorite doctrine of the Episcopal church 
that it preserves the outward form of 
the laying on of hands in the ordina­
tion of her clergy, but no longer cher­
ishes even the suspicion of a'belief in 
the original power Christ imparted 
when he laid His hands on men and 
healed them.

According to Mrs. Besant, the talis- 
manic power by which mortals may be 
led into the secrets of theosophy is 
vegetables. This in all probability ac­
counts for the influence of the gay and 
festive bean upon the esoteric culture 
of Boston.

It is reported that the Spiritualists 
have forbidden dancing on their 
grounds at Chesterfield, Ind. If the re­
port is true our Hoosier friends may 
well turn to many of their orthodox 
opponents for points on tolerance.

The old notion that the visit of a 
bird to a sick room is a precursor of 
death had a seeming verification a 
short time ago in the Sst. Louis hos-, 
pital. A child named Gertrude Barr 
afflicted with diphtheria had died and 
on the night of her death the watchers 
were startled by a sudden sound at the 
window, and glanced up in time to 
see a bird beating its wings against 
the window pane.

---------- I
The imputation of inconsistency is 

one to which every sound politician 
and honest thinker must sooner or 
later subject himself. The foolish and 
the dead alone^never change their 
opinions.—James Russell Lowell.

A brand new law in New York state 
prohibits, under heavy penalty, the 
publication of photographs Of .people 
without their consent “except fugitives 
from justice and candidates for public 
office.” The appropriateness of this 
exception is hot seen at a glance, but 
a little study will make it clear that 
for the purposes of identity »nd justice 
it is as appropriate to print the picture 
of a fellow trying to get into a legis­
lature as of one who is trying to get 
away from a penitentiary.

W. E. Miller read a paper on “Our 
Critics” before the theosophical soci­
ety of Kansas City recently. The pa­
per was a reply to the charge that the­
osophy is impracticable as the people 
did not have, time to study it. Mr. 
Miller held that theosophy is intensely 
practical in .that it taught that each 
human being must 'answer personally 
for his every act and thought.

The breach between the theosophical 
factions is reported to be constantly 
widening. The result is that the mem­
bers are mystified and the public 
amused.

The Cleveland Plain Dealer a few 
days ago contained an interesting ar­
ticle on Modern Spiritualism, Its Past 
and Present Status and Its Kindred 
Philosophies, by Thomas Lees. Mr. 
Lees closes in these suggestive words: 
“Spiritualists may not get the full 
credit for their share in helping on 
this modern car of progress, but they 
can certainly rejoice in the fact that 
their philosophy, which has brought to 
the world a better, philosophy of life 
and death, has supplanted that of old 
theology, being accepted today by the 
advanced minds, both in and out of the 
pulpit.”

A branch of the theosophical society 
is to be started in Rochester, N. Y.

One Ferris, a hypnotist, placed a 
“subject” six feet under ground at 
Simcoe' Ont., recently, there to remain 
three days. The sheriff and a posse 
appeared at the scene and ordered the 
hypnotist to take the man out of the 
ground on pain of arrest. The hypno­
tist refused and the sheriff was help­
less, there being no law covering the 
case.

It is said that the month of May is 
avoided as a date for a wedding in 
Chicago.

“May God strike me dead if I am the 
murderer of Bernadino Asseno,” cried 
Joseph Ciscado, who was being ar­
raigned for the crime at Hollister, 
Gal., a few days ago, and as the last 
word left his lips he toppled forward 
and with -a shriek fell heavily to the 
floor, a dead man. Circumstances 
pointed strongly to Ciscado’s guilt.

It is a question with many thinkers 
whether it is,more profitable to dis­
co-ver a new truth than to get rid of 
an old delusion.

Buffalo', N. Y., is enjoying a run of 
ghosts just now. The latest is in con­
nection with strange doings in a house 
on Grider street. Mrs. Jacob Dittman, 
who has moved from the place on ac­
count of the manifestations says that 
she has seen the apparition of Mrs. 
Weinand, who used to live in the 
house.

A convention of theosophists 
was held ill Rochester, N. Y., last 
week. Delegates from all parts of the 
country were presentii

‘A mass meeting of New York Spir­
itualists will be held in Saratoga for 
three days the latter part of June. At 
that time arrangements will be per­
fected for holding a national conven­
tion at Rochester in April, 1898.

The Right Reverend Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who died recently, was 
worth 46,396 pounds sterling. Let’s 
see, isn’t there something said some­
where about the Son of Man not hav­
ing a place to lay his head on account 
of his poverty? It seems as though 
there is something said also about the 
troubles of the rich man in the next 
world.

For the worst crimes .there is no re­
course in the law,

It is well known that the scum al­
ways rises to the top of a boiling pot. 
This accounts for the prominence cf 
reverends, doctors and other fungi 
who, just now, are having so much to 
say against Spiritualism. .

■Rev. Fred G. Williams was suddenly 
rendered speechless in his pulpit at 
Tiffin, O., while reciting the Apostles’ 
Creed.

The fortunes of birth oftimes out­
weigh the claims of genius.

—Some of our delinquents may feel 
a little sore in7consequence of hav’irg 
placed our -claims against them in the 
hands of a collection agent; but they 
certainly can not feel any worse about 
it than we do when finding ourselves 
short of that much money to meet our 
daily expenses. All have received suf­
ficient warning in the shape i of bills. 
So there is no excuse for dereliction.

DRS. PEEBLES& BURROUGHS.
Successful Specialists.

Any good medium can correctly diag­
nose your case? but very few of them 
know how to pure the djseas^d orgai s 
which they see. They must be ac­
quainted with medicines and their ac­
tion uDon the system, or they will do 
great injury to your body.

WE GUARANTEE A CURE
of every case which we pronounce cure­

able. The following letter is like 
thousands of others which we receive 
each month:

Silver City, N. M , April 8,1897.
Dear Doctors—( write you to night to let you 

know how your little patient is getting along 
As I write she is sitting up in oed. talking and 
feeling so much better. 1 can not find worda to 
express myself ti you The d octors here had 
given her up: had told me she could not live 24 
hours, when your box of medicine came. But 
from the first dose of your medicine there has 
been a steady improvement She has a g* od 
appetite and s’eeps well now especially after 
your psychic treatment.

Mbs. Abtie Galloway

Da not endanger your life and throw 
away your money on uncertainties. Write 
us; give name, age, sex and a leading 
symptom and receive by return mail, an 

’absolutely correct diagnosis and medical 
advice free. No guess work, experi­
ments or poisonous drugs.

Drs. Peebles & Burroughs
INDIANAPOLIS, IND, 
730 Lemcke Building

Psychometric 
Dictionary.

How to Delineate Character and
Diagnose Disease.

How to Discriminate Between
Spirit, Controls.

How -to Prophesy ■
Philosophically and Scientifically.

A Definition of thelnifluences Perceived 
by Sensiltilves.

A Guide to Self-Knowledge and a Com­
prehension of Nature’s Forces.

By the Author of “Higher Realms.”

Price 25 Cents.

NOW READY.

Showing how Dr. 0. E. Watkins' 
Critical Oases are Diagnosed.

C.E. Watkins, M.D.,
The Famous Specialtist,

Who is so successful in curing chronic dis­
ease, is acknowledged by all to have the 
most wonderful psychic powers to diagnose 
disease.

The Light of Truth, as well as all other 
spiritual papers, indorse him as a medium 
and physician. Send age, name and leading 
symptom, and 2-cent stamp, and your case 
will be diagnosed free, besides DR. WAT­
KINS’ book on chronic diseases will be sent 
you.

DR. C. E. WATKINS, -
AYER MASS.

New Hymn Sheets
A new hymn sheet with all the 

old songs and a number of new ones 
added, just published by the Light 
of Truth.

This new hymn sheet contains

SIXTEEN PHGE9
and a handsome and appropriate 
title page.

Prices same as the old :
$2.00 per i co

1.50 for 50
1.00 for 25

5 cents single" copies.
Postage 40 cents per ico and 

proportionately.
Express charges vary according 

to distance.

ORDERS PROMPLY AT­
TENDED TO. -For sale at this 
office.

Light of Truth and
Philosophical Journal

One Dollar and Seventy-Five
Cents a Year.

Both of these papers are 
weekly exponents of the spirit­
ual philosophy and cognate 
subjects. By ordering both at 
once for a year we send them 
for $1.75.

Address Light of Truth Publishing 
Company, 313 and 3J5 North Front St., 
Columbus, O.

Address Light of Truth Publlshin* Co., 
113 & 115 N. Front, street, Columbus, O
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. MRS. MARION CARPENTER.
This lady is a psychometrist and 

inspirational speaker and serves the 
friends in Detroit, Mich. She is doing 
a good work through her mediumship, 
and has made many a sorrowing heart 
think that life was worth living.

“THE PROCLAMATION.”

From Canada to Florida, and from 
New England to California, come re­
sponses to my “Proclamation of Pur­
pose.” It is a rollcall to the devoted 
adherents of a genuine Spiritualism. 
The response is, “Here I am, what 
shall I do?” This is the important 
question, and its answer is rightfully 
demanded by those who have an­
nounced themselves, as ready for serv­
ice. BUt as it is impossible for me to 
reply to all letters personally, I ask 
the privilege of the Spiritual press for 
that purpose.

1. lit the first' place, read or cause to 
be read, to all who will listen, the 
proclamation, and send me the names 
of those who approve. One society has 
sent me its entire roll of members. We 
want to secure every earnest worker.

2. Where there are two or more in a 
locality, meet and discuss the situation 
and try and evolve methods for social 
reconstruction. Get as many as possi­
ble to meet with you and join in your 
discussions. And if you are the only 
one try and convert some others to 
the truth.

3. Secure all the subscribers you can 
for the Spiritual papers.

4. Inform all the members of your 
society that a movement is inaugurated 
to secure the practice of brotherhood 
and the overthrew of the present hate 
and selfishness of society* Institute 
correspondence with those who are in 
fellowship with this great purpose.

5. -Make the .campmeetings of the 
coming summer the field for diligent 
and successful work in spreading the 
truth. Induce the speakers on the 
platform to voice the- great necessity 
for Spiritualists to assume a higher 
ethical position, and consecrate them­
selves to the work of securing radical 
changes in our laws, so that liberty and 
fraternity may become realities in­
stead of mere boastful words.

6. Let those who are able write, and 
send an avalanche of articles to the 
Spiritual press advocating the all-in­
clusive character of the Spiritualistic 
philosophy; and hence, its universal 
applicability to all the relations and 
duties of this life» as well as the fu­
ture. Show up-the utter impossibility 
of a true growth—a proper preparation 
for the hereafter—when want and con­
stant toil are the heritage of our earth­
ly life. That Spiritualism must deal 
with all the problems of our civic and 
social life and relations, as well as 
those of individual life. Proclaim it 
tar and near that the Spiritual philos­

ophy demonstrates the necessity of a 
noble life here in order to commence 
a noble life in the future; and that 
such a life here is impossible to those 
who are compelled to suffer poverty 
and ignorance on the earth. Insist 
that the conditions which are pro­
ducing that poverty _ and ignorance 
must be changed. Mammon must be 
deposed and Justice enthroned. Let 
there be a movement all along the line 
for a higher, grander, a more loving 
life. For an unyielding resolve for 
unity of heart and purpose, which most 
certainly will secure unity of effort.

We are living in the most moment­
ous period of humairhistory. The mid­
dle of the 19th century was one of the 
most important eras in all the experi­
ence of humanity. Our present civili­
zation has reached its maximum of 
use toman. And the tremendous'ques­
tion confronting us is, shall it go down 
in blood, giving way to another wave 
of barbarism as have those of the past, 
or shall another be born from the 
transitionalism of the present — a 
higher civilization -for the centuries of 
the future?

The philosophic optimist pronounces 
in favor of the latter proposition. He 
sees in the geographical alignment of 
the nations and the scientific status of 
the same reasons why no such utter 
destruction of civilization can occur as 
has overwhelmed those of the past. He 
appreciates the potential influences of 
the advent of Spiritualism as this 
“ending of the ages.” He well remem­
bers that, nearly two thousand years 
ago, when- the Greek civilization was 
at the height of its splendor, there was 
another advent, and that the genius of 
the Christian advent, in a short time, 
crushed out the culture of a thousand 
years and enthroned the dynasty of 
ignorance and despotism over the occi­
dental world.

Christianity commenced a war of ex­
termination against the science and 
philosophy of the existing civilization, 
and was prevented from complete suc­
cess only by the cimetar of the Sara­
cen. But the genius of Spiritualism is 
aligned in harmony with the ever soar­
ing aspiration of all-conquering sci­
ence. Instead of damnatory maledic­
tions, it breathes peace and good will. 
Instead of rings and priests to rule, it 
brings a pure democracy. Every man 
is a brother, entitled to all the advan­
tages and opportunities of another 
man. iHenee the optimist, though he 
sees, that lher%-will ue some strife and 
war in -the "near future, yet they will 
be only the expiring struggles of the 
dying civil and religious despotisms of 
the former eras.

It was in the light and warmth of 
that optimistic forecast that our proc­
lamation was sent out. With a bright­
er hope we send out these suggestions 
for carrying on the good work. As in­
timated at first, our work is to be, as 
far as possible, inside the lines of ex­
isting organizations. Tho^p whose 
names I.,am enrolling are to consider 
themselves as./‘the salt of the earth”— 
the leaven" in the meal to leaven the 
whole lump. They are the advanced 
guard to lead the world to peace and 
brotherhood.

J. S. LOVEL'AiND.

THE ILLINOIS CAMP MEETING 
BULLETIN.

(Second Edition of 20,000 Copies)
July 15 to Sept. 1, 1897, will be is­

sued for the benefit of mediums and 
healers and will be accepted at the 
gate as admission, first and last day of 
the camp. Advertising rates: Mar­
gin, % inch by 5, 25 cents; % inch by 
8, 35 cents-; 25 words or less, 25 cents; 
1 inch, single column, 75 cents. Terms 
cash. Orders 'must be in by May 10, 
1897.. Rev. Dr. Benton, Camp Secre­
tary, 312 Fayette street, Peoria, Ill.

“BREVITY IS THÉ SOUL OF WIT.” 
GOOD WIFE I YOU NEED

SAPOLIO
TITUSVILLE, PA.—We also had a 

fine celebration in honor of the 49th 
anniversary of 'Modern Spiritualism. 
An eilaborate program was carried out, 
in which Mrs. Van Horn, W. R. Wat­
son, Mrs. Keene, S. B, Hayes, Mrs. 
Akin, R. R. Rice, C. M. Hayes, Mrs. 
Snakard and W. L. Gage took part 
The following are the officers of the 
Titusville Spiritual association: Presi­
dent, W. R. Watson; vice president, C. 
M. Hayes; secretary, W. L. Gage; as­
sistant secretary, James B. Orwig; 
treasurer, J. Wn Downer.

A Wonderful Cure for Kidney Dis­
eases and Rheumatism.—

A Free Gift.
The Kava Kava Shrub as -pre­

viously stated is proving itself a 
wonderful curative for diseases of 
the Kidneys or other maladies 
caused by Uric acid in the blood. 
This new botanic discovery bids 
fair to change medical practice in 
these diseases, and its compound 
Alkavis, is now regarded as a sure 
specific cure for these.maladies. We 
have many letters on the subject 
from business men, doctors and 
ministers, of which the following 
from Rev. J. H. Watson, of Sun­
set, Texas, a minister of the gospel 
of thirty years’ standing is an ex­
ample. He writes:

“I was suddenly stricken down on the 22d of 
June with an acute attack of kidney trouble 
(uric acid gravel). For two months I lay hover­
ing on the border line of life, and w th the con­
stant care of two excellent physicians, 1 only re­
ceived temporary relief. My family physician 
told me plainly the best I could hope for was a 
temporary respite. I might rail* only to col­
lapse suddenly or might linger some time. But 
the issue was made up, and as I had for years 
warned others to be ready, so now more than 
ever I must needs put my house in order and 
expect the end Meantime I had heard of Al­
kavis and wrote to an army comrade (now prin­
cipal of a college), who had tried it. He wiote 
me by all means to try it as it had made a new 
man of him. At the end of two months and 
then only able o sit up a little I dismissed my 
physicians and began the use of Alkavis. In two 
weeks I could ride out in a carnage for a short 
t me. The improvement has been * * * con­
stant and steady I am now able to look after 
my business. I feel Iowe what life and strength 
I have to Alkavis. * * * I am fifty-five years 
old, have been a minister over thirty years, 
have thousands of .acquaintances, and to every 
one of them who may be afflicted with any kind 
of kidney trouble, 1 would say, try Alkavis.”

Mrs. James 
Young, of Kent, 
O., writes that 
she had tried six 
doctors in vain, 
that she was about 
to give up in de­
spair, when she 
found Alkavis;

THEffAVA-KAVASHRUBand was prombt- 
Jy cure(j of Ki(J. 

ney disease, and other ailments pe­
culiar to woman. Many other la­
dies give similar testimony.

So far the Church Kidney Cure 
Company, of No. 420 Fourth Aye;, 
New York are its only importers, 
and they are so anxious to prove 
its value that for the sake of intro­
duction they will send a free treat­
ment of Alkavis prepaid by mail, 
to every reader of Light of Truth 
who is a sufferer from any form of 
Kidney or Bladder disorder,Bright’s 
disease, Rheumatism, Dropsy, 
Gravel, Pain in Back, Female Com­
plaints, or other affliction due to 
improper action of the Kidneys or 
Urinary Organs. We advise all 
Sufferers to send their 'names and 
address to the company, and receive 
the Alkavis free. To prove its 
wonderful curative powers it is sent 
to you entirely free.

FORSTER

Medical Clairvoyant
OF THE PACIFIC COAST

Will send a free diagnosis and terms for 
treatment to all who will send their name 
and address in THEIR OWN HANDWRIT­
ING with postage stamp, for reply. No 
“leading symptom or lockrof hair” required.

“We hear good reports of him from all quar 
ters, and it gives UQ>mu( h pleasure to add our 
indorsement to the'many accorded this gifted 
medium and educated gent eman H is extensive 
travels have eminently fitted him to use with 
advantage the the medical education he has ac­
quired and the mediumistic abilities with which 
Nature has so liberally endowed him. We wish 
him e ery success ”—-Light of Tbuth.

DR.. W. Nd. FORSTER,
1059 Market St, - SAN FRANCISCO, CAL.

THE

For the Discovery and 
Development of Me= 

diumship.

Every Family Should have 
One for the Purpose of 
Testing the Mediumistic 
Powers of its Members.

Will be sent postpaid on re­
ceipt of a posoffiee money or­
der for

75c.
mailed to the Light of Truth 
Publishing Co., Columbus, O.

A. Critical Review
—OF------

Rev. Dr. Kipp's Five Sunday Night 
Sermons against Spiritualism.

By Dr. J. M. Peebles.
Price 26 cents. r or Bale at thia office.

THE BEAUTY OF DEATH
By prof. J. S. Loveland.

This book is a thesis in which the beautiful 
hope of Spiritualism is compared with the de­
spair of the grave.

“Death is the epilogue of time—the prologue of 
eternity. * Extract from the close.

»'rice 10 ota. For sale at this office.

J. C. F. 0RUMB1NE
Is unfolding sensitives in Psychometry, Clair* 
voyance, Inspiration. Teachings through the 
Law of Correspondence. Address for terms and 
oiroulars a stamped and addressed envelope 
to J. C F. GRUMBINE, Station P„ Ohioago, Ill.



*4 the light OF TRUTH.

Voice of the People.
SOME WHOLESOME TRUTHS.

A<Mress of Charles Dnirbarn Before 
the State Convention of Spirit­

ualista in San Francisco.
April 1, 1897.

Macauley states in one of his essays 
that theology must always be wit/hout 
progress because it is founded upon 
a perfect revelation by a perfect God. 
That may account for its having al­
ways proved a brake on the wheel of 
'human progress. But we know that it 
Was only man’s ignorance and imagi­
nation that founded sudh a tlheology. 
We can say today that everything that 
doesn't grow, be.it man or his belief, 
Is out of harmony with the universe. 
So I ask tonight how it 'is With modern 
Spiritualism?

Modern Spiritualism was founded on 
phenomena, and phenomena will be its 
strength till the end of time. So the 
question for us to ask on this anniver­
sary is. do we know any more about 
our phenomena than was known 49 
years ago? We have always accepted 
the phenomena as proof positive that 
men and women lived on and after 
we had called them dead. So far so 
good. The trouble has been that the 
great majority of Spiritualists have 
stopped just there. So 'it has come to 
pass that both the duseusston and the 
belief are very much the salme today 
as when the Hydesville rap echoed 
round the earth. Most of us have re­
mained about as unprogressive in that 
respect as Macauley’s theology. But 
we can see now, at least some of us 
think we can, that it has not been for 
lack of the raw material of progress 
lying everywhere around us, for use 
by the earnest student and the patient 
investigator.

Spirits còme back. That Is modern 
Spiritualism. But somehow 'the spirit 
doesn’t quite come u'p to our expecta­
tion. I get a test, and sometimes iit is 
startlingly correct. But when I go 
again and again I soon run against a 
shág. I presently fin'd that in most 
cases I have no security that I am ac­
tually talking to my old friend. Some­
times i't seems exactly like him, and 
then again the connection fails. The 
spirit recalls some things I know are 
correct, but just what I want him to ’ 
talk about that he and I knew well 
is all confused. I get lots of explana­
tions, but all the same I can not 'help 
feeling as if I had only get hold of 
part of my friend. Just about enbugh 
of him to satisfy myself that human 
immortality and spirit return are facts, 
and very little more. Th'at has been 
the history of- the past. Now, shall 
we rest there, or Shall we make an 
attempt to get a little further? Sup­
pose we spend a few minutes of this 
forty-ninth anniversary in asking our­
selves a few questions. Perhaps one 
question may keep us busy. Th'at ques­
tion is this, “What is m'an?”

The reply of modern Spiritualism to 
our question has always been that mían 
is an immortal spirit manifesting in a 
montai body.” Now I may sunprise 
you, but I am not at all sure th'at that 
answers the question, I began to sus­
pect some time ago, and I now believe, 
that mortal man is often, perhaps al­
ways, several spirits in one body. And 
I don't mean that spooks, ghokts, ele­
mentáis or elementarles are using hiim 
as a medium. I mean just what I say. 
I believe there is evidence to prove 
that two or more spirito constitute the 
man or woman of our every day life. 
And yet, if this be true, the man him­
self may halve made, or created, these 
co-tenants of hils body and given them 
So much of his own life principle that 
they become entities, living on, for a 
longer or Shorter time, after death of 
the body. And it seems as if these en-

mighty power dt his own thoughts. It 
tshis be a truth, you will all see that 
its effects upon spirit return must be 
tremendous, and we must use ft so as 
to explain many of ohe problems and 
mysteries that have so perplexed us.

Wtoat with the Bible Of our child­
hood, and its blending With Pilgrims' 
Progress and Milton’s Paradise Lost, 
we have grown up to believe fhat in 
the 'distant past God created man, and 
like a good mechanic, then and there 
finished 'the job. Now let us take a well 
known ease or two and see what they 
may have to teach as to this belief. 
There is the well-known and celebrat­
ed case of Mollie Fancher, who is still 
residing in Brooklyn, N. Y. In the 
course of each 24 hours five different 
and distinct intelligences use her or­
ganism. And 'between 'them they know 
all there 'is in her history. 'Let one be 
absent and there would 'be a gap, for 
the Mollie Fancher recognized by our 
law knows nothing of wtoait goes on 
When one of the others is in possession 
of her organism. It is absolutely im­
possible for you, as you talk to them, 
or Watch them at their tasks, not to 
regard them as independent tn'divildu- 
als. So -the real question becomes, 
which of these individuals is Mollie 
Fancher? And when the body dies, 
and spirit return commences, whi'dh 
will 'be the true Mollie Fancher? Num­
ber One might give you a good test 
and the rest of those minds know noth­
ing about it. Or you might ask a ques­
tion easily answered by one of the in­
telligences who had lived that experi­
ence, and yet, .perhaps, be denied, hon­
estly enough, by all the rest. Then, as 
an investigator seeking 'Che -truth, you 
cry “fraud,” and walk off abusing the 
medium. 'You have never been taught 
Chat anything of this kind was possi­
ble, because Spiritualism has been held 
Ward arid fast to one idea, just like 
theology. In ’MOlIiie Fancher’s case I 
believe the accident —'alt crushed her 
body thus created five or Six individu­
als who will surely live for a time 
after death of the body and be able 
to communicate by spirit return. And 
perhaps in such “return" puzzle and 
perplex our honorable and Worthy me­
diums, who are very happy when they 
aire able to give truth and. depressed 
when it is evident that something is 
wrong, which for want of a better name 
they call “conditions.” I might follow 
this illustratliion by others from the 
wonderful discoveries by tlhe French 
doctors through hypnotic experiments, 
all showing this same fact of 'different 
minds in one body. But I have not 
time for that, because I want to Show 
you that We have everyday oases all 
around us that bring to us exactly the 
same truth.

I have long had. a friend who is 
practically two distinct men. He lives 
in a distant city, and is a man univer­
sally esteemed an'd honored. Gentle, 
kind, and very slow spoken, never toas­
ty and the soul of honor, toe Was been 
a manty man. As an employer of labor 
he never showed irritation and h'as 
been juSt and generous to alt alike. 
I-Ie has long been a married man, and 
is almost worshipped by Ms wife in 
the day time. I say “in the d'ay tifme,” 
•because just as soon as he fall's asleep 
another man appears. That is to say, 
be quarrels and shouts angry Words, 
and often Strikes furious blows th'at 
hlave sometimes fallen heavily on his 
poor wife. He wilt become, for in­
stance, furious against one of bis work­
men, and h'is blows would willingly 
injure or kill. In h'is rage he will 
throw himsdlf from his bed and wake 
badly bruised. There you have a man 
good by day* and bad by night. Such 
cases are held as family secrets, but 
many of you know of sudh experiences. 
.And I see no reason to doubt 'there are 
men bad by day and good by nigtot. 
One Is just as likely as the other. Our

law judges a man by his daylight char­
acter, whereas, ns we see, there may be 
two men with each a separate charac­
ter to take into consideration. Such 
cases, continued year after year, show 
us that man is enOowod with a certain 
power of creation. Where accident or 
disease do not start rhe process it 
seems as if thought power can elabo­
rate a separate mind, or several of 
them. We all believe the 'bad is not 
really immortal, but we see that it can, 
almost certainly, become an entity 
which lives as a man after death, for 
a longer or shorter period, n'nd prob­
ably retains its badness until it ulti­
mately Hies out. For 'instance, if a man 
Is living a life of gross sensualism, 
such instances seem-to prove that he is 
creating am en'tlity that will surely live 
to cause 'him sorrow, perhaps for many 
a year after death. An'd the probabil­
ity, almost the certainty, seems to be 
that, whatever may .be the ruling pas­
sion of mortal man 'is thus moulded or 
Shaped into a ¡human entliity that will 
remain, for a 'time at leadt, near to the 
earth, with a clear 'bible 'to use the 
name of his creator 'in spirit return. 
Nay, he knows, or 'believes, that he is 
the very man we knew as our old 
friend. The rea'l man, the true ego, 
may at last break loose here in earth 
life, probably if he still have strong 
ruling desires he goes on creating 
more entities. And I venture to sug­
gest, nay, I verily believe, that these 
segments of men, these ’human enti­
ties without any real ’immortality pos­
sible, may yet often play the part of 
spirit return to seeking mortals. Such 
an en'bi'ty, while actually believing 
himself to be the man he represents, 
will, almost always, prove h’is imper­
fection by his limited knowledge of 
the earth experience of the real man, 
our friend.

•Now, tin conclusion Of this brief ad­
dress, I would add that it seems to me 
that the true ego will necessarily draw 
to himself everything’of untoldra'ent 
that is reaching to a 'higher manhood. 
Therefore I am compelled to believe 
that a great many expediences of spirit 
return are and must be with entities 
thhlt represent a much lower level than 
out spirit frien'd has already reached 
iin his new home. Pray do not under­
stand me ns meaning that our loved 
ones do not return when conditions are 
favorable. But rather broaden out your 
thoughts to grasp the idea that in 
many cases the spirit to wihbm you give 
greeting may represent but' a portion 
of the earth life 'of your loved one'; and 
that thalt portion will be of the lower 
sooner than of the higher Belt. You 
must yourselves rise to the truly spir­
itual, and provide the best possible 
spiritual conditions before the advanc­
ing spirit will easily, or perhaps safely, 
leave the spirit home to meet you on 
the fihreShhold—the borderland be­
tween the 'two worlds.

THEOSOPHICAL,

Mrs. Annie Besant recently lectured 
at-Salt 'Lake City to good .'audiences at 
25 and 50 cents admission.

James M. Pryse is one of the rising 
lights in the American branch of The­
osophy.

There are 150 branches of the Theo­
sophical society in the United States.

The third annual meeting of Amer­
ican Theosophists was held at Madison 
Square Garden, New York city, on the 
25th ult.
’ The number of new members to the 
American Theosophical societies has 
increased 100 per cent over the previ­
ous year.

The following executive committee 
has been appointed by the American 
branch for the coming year: Dr. J. D. 
Buck, Cincinnati: Dr. A. P. Buckman, 
Fort Wayne, Ind.; Dr. J. A. Anderson, 
San Francisco; H. T. Patterson and E. 
Augustus Neresheimer.

BANKSON LAKE CAMP MEETING.

This camp mooting association will 
hold its annual revival at Bankson 
Lake, four miles southeast of Lawton, 
Van Buren county. Mich., from June 
38 to July 27. Among the talents en­
gaged are E. W. Sprague and wife, 
Mrs. Anna L. Robinson, Mrs. Ahbie 
Sheets, Mrs. Marian Carpenter, Mth. 
Clara S. Cowles, Mrs. C. Schwartz, Jo­
seph King, Mrs. John Lindsay and 
Farmer Riley. For circulars address 
Leon Fellows, secretary, Lawton, 
Mich.

DIGESTOS
DYSPEPSIA TABLETS.

Bowne, Mich., Dec. 24, *96.
Standard Pharmaceutical Co., Detroit: 

Gents—Enclosed please find 25 cents, 
for which please send me one box 
"Digestos.” The sample you sent me 
has done me more good for stomach - 
trouble than anything I have ever tried 
before. Yours kindly,

MRS. ANN SUTHERLAND, 
Bowne, Mich.

A free sample to all sufferers. This 
is the last week of the free sample dis­
tribution. This magic cure for all 
stomach troubles by mail 25 cents a 
box. If your druggist does not keep it 
write to
STANDARD PHARMACEUTICAL CO. 

Detroit, Mich.

SUGGESTIVE ESSAYS ON VARIOUS 
SUBJECTS.

BY “ORMOND.”

Creation vs. Evolution, The Creation 
of Man, Faith of the Ages, The Solu­
tion, The Philosophy- of Existence, The 
Nature of Man, The Wealth of a'Well' 
Stored Mind, The Life of Man, The 
Pleasure of Life, The Substance of 
Things Hoped For, The Evidence of 
Things Not Seen, The Art of Correct 
Reasoning.

Price, Paper Cover, 25c. Cloth Bound, 
50c. Mailed on receipt of price.

NOTICE.
Mary T. Longley, M. D., gives ad­

vice and magnetic treatments for the 
cure of disease and obsession, and for 
the development of mediumship, by 
mail or at her office; also psychomet­
ric readings, including business ad- 

\vice. Terms by mail $1 and stamp. Ad­
dress 517 Olive street, Los Angeles, 
Cal.

THE 
MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE 

LAMB.

B. F. French.

A Concise, Common-Sense Exposition 
of the Book of Revelations and 

Parts of Daniel and 
Matthew.

Giving Some Startling but Truthful 
Aspects to Spiritualism.

Price—Paper, 25c.
Cloth, 85a.

Postage Paid.

BUSINESS SUCCESS THROUGH 
MENTAL ATTRACTION

By Charles W. Close, Ph., Ì)., S. S. D. 
Paper; price 10 cents (silver).

This little pamphlet gives the prin­
ciples involved in the application of 
mental law to the control of financial 
conditions, giving rules to secure busi­
ness success by mental attraction.

CHARLES CLOSE (L. T.),
124 Birch st., Bangor, Maine.-

N. B.—Sample pages of Phrenapathy, 
and special offer to the sick for stamp.



«5The light of truth.

QUESTIONS OF A SPIRITUAL NA­
TURE OR THOSE APPERTAINING TO 
OUR CAUSE ARB ANSWERED UNDER 
THIS HEAD BRIEFLY AND ON SHORT 
NOTICE. QUESTIONS SHOULD BE CON-' 
CISE AND TO THE POINT.

Qu-estion.—How «in we learn to de­
cide promptly what is righit, and not 
waver after a decision?—R. P.

Answer.—People of slow mentality 
are often undecided in action, while 
the opposite are impulsive and act 
without deliberation. Between the 
two the former is to be preferred, as 
no action is better than wrong action. 
Bu t when decision has been made and 
we ¿till Waver, 'it indicates that all Is 
not right. An understanding of such 
effects must be studied as a science, 
though experience is also a good teach­
er. The Psychometric Dictionary de­
fines this in full.

Question.— How many bodies has a 
man; what do they consist of, and 
where do they go after death?—R. E. 
Rose.

Answer.—According to ithe theory of 
reincarnation man obtains a new body 
until he succeeds in developing a Spirit 
body th'at 'is flitted for a higher state of 
existence; for until this Hakes plaice 
the soul or ego cannot manifest con­
sciously in the next life. An imperfect 
spirit body is similar 'to an imperfect 
material body, and is said 'to cause a 
feeling to the soul or ego similar to 
suffocation, or to thait df a fish oult of 
water, and consequently makes it long 
for another body, which it can only 
Obtain by reincarnation. Another the­
ory is that the soul, if not freed from 
selfishness or luSt, or Still loves mat­
ter, wills to return to matter, and thus 
forms part of a new soul made, which 
accounts for genius or the diversity in 
quality. Experience is said to be the 
cause of the intuition which warns him 
against committing the same (mistakes 
made in a previous lifetime. Bu't phys­
iologists say a man changes his body 
every seven or eight years in one in­
carnation. In either ease these bodies 
return to their native element—mat­
ter.

Questions.—1. Why are Christianity 
and Spiritualism antagonistic to each 
other? _

2. Was the spirit of God manifest ill 
Christ?

3. What, -if any, portions of the Bi­
ble are we to accept as true?

4. —Is it a sin, according to Spiritual­
ism, to profane the name of God or to 
disobey the laws of the Bible in any 
way?—One- Whto Wants to Know. ,

Answers—1. They are only antago­
nistic so far as bigotry and dogmatism 
have taken the place of spirituality 
in Christianity.

2. Yes, as it is 'manifest in every hu­
man soul. All can become Christ's who 
permit the divinity within to rule the • 
animalistic without.

3. All that is rational, pure and no­
ble. Reason is the best analyzer.

4. All profanity is injurious, because 
i't is animal emotion governing reason, 
and that affects the condemned aS well 
as the swearer—poisoning the blood of 
the latter and disturbing the peaice of 
mind of the other; for thbughts are 
things, and 'have good or bad effects 
according to quality. It is always 
wrong to disobey laws that are good,' 
whether in the Bible or out of it; and 
it is unwise to disobey laws that are 
not so good (especially statute Haws). 
Obedience to Taw prevents trouble. 
But the -proper exercise of reason is 
always a safe guide.

•Question.—Is the moral condition of 
the present an improvement over the 
past?—S, B. Emmons.

Answer.—On the whole considered, 
yes; though there may 'be a larger 
variety of crimes committed now than 
in the past But the latter is due to 
intellectuality without morality at­
tached. Now, while education 'em­
bodies morality, there are many who 
find in education a means of invent­
ing crimes never thought of before, 
while all the old crimes of the past 
still obtain—if not in large, ait least in 
small measure. And furthermore, 
wh'ile murders, for example, have 
doubled in the United States during 
the past ten years, reforms have quad­
rupled in other directions, with a gen­
eral effect for good on the masses. 
Through education the masses have 
reached a higher consciousness and 
consequently a higher conscientious­
ness. Selfishness born of ignorance 
has been largely eradicated. Consid­
eration for the rights of others is 
morality per se, for it is an effect of 
moral culture in conjunction with ed­
ucation. Without the latter tyranny 
will not down, of which the half-civil­
ized countries give evidence to this 
day. Law a'nd order is a form of mor­
ality—even among . savages—but its 
quality only Increases with education. 
Thus the latter is the lever, which lifts 
the world into a higher moral condi­
tion, and argument is unnecessary to 
prove ’the predominance of education 
over the past. That we see more of 
crime than in the past is because our 
eyes are opened to trifles that were 
formerly unnoticed a'nd unknown— 
pamtly due to our own higher con­
sciousness of existing facts and- partly 
to the efforts of the presls to outdo 
one another in reporting news mat­
ters.

Question.—Is soul and spirit one? 
Is the soul born wiitih the physical 
body or was it ever in existence?—M.
E. T.

Answer.—Before the revelations off 
Spiritualism soul amid spirit were re­
garded as one. But i't -has become 
known that -the spirit is but a coun­
terpart of the physical -body with all 
the appetites and qualifications of -the 
latter 'as they existed just before 
transition, because a creation of the 
man himself, and that a third or intel­
ligent principle continues to govern 
this (w-hat may be-termed the sensu­
ous -principle or body) as it governed 
the physical 'body in mortal life—or 
■tried to govern it, debarring the per­
iods when this sensuous or animal 
principle governed' the soul. Thus 
they are not one, unless1 we decide to 
make them one, and give the spirit 
(body) another name. But this will 
probably not be done, as -the distinc­
tion! has already been generally ac­
cepted. Soul as a universal principle 
■has ever existed—this being life or 
God, so-called. But with the creation 
of every life entity a spark of this 
divinity is injected and forms, an in­
dividualized intelligence—a microeos- 
mic God.

Question.—Lately, when reading a 
paper, a peculiar feeling seemed to 
come over me and I seemed to 'be “get­
ting away from 'the paper” or “away 
from myself.” This seems strange, as 
•my position is not changed. Finally I 
have to stop reading and “shake off” 
the sensation. This has happened two 
or three 'times. My eyesight is all 
right, so it is not from that cause. Cam 
you suggest a reason for this?—V. C. 
iMac.

Answer.—You are becoming sensi­
tive to influences, and may thereby 
cognize the spirits coming to you while 
reading; or psychometrize the writer 
of 'the article read. Compare.these in­
fluences with the characteristic of peo­
ple you know and make notes of them. 
They will prove consistent.

The Psychometric Dictionary teach­
es the art of reading spirits as well as 
mortals, and thus prevents decep­
tions. See adv. elsewhere.

EDWARD K. EARLE.
Mr. Earle is a rising young medium 

in California. His phase of medium­
ship is slate writing in public, of which 
he has of late given many tests at 
Metropolitan Temple, San Francisco. 
•His native home, however, is New 
York, where he was born in 1864. He 
will soon undertake a journey to Eu­
rope and the east.

DEEDS NOT WORDS.

Do you hold a truth divine? 
Live It day by day;

Let its wondrous glories shine
'Long your earthly way.

Teach by acts Its living facts 
Every golden hour.

Sow its seeds- by holy deeds, 
Trusting fruit and flower.

Would you aid a noble cause? 
Do thy duty near.

Demonstrate Its deathless laws 
By its aid and cheer.

Let your life amid earth strife
Its principles expound;

Acts of good will reach farther still 
Than argument and sound.

Would you walk with angel bands? 
Cherish them on earth.

Clasp the weak and trembling hands 
Clustered round your hearth.

Make bright- the- face of- childish gmoe, 
Smooth the aged brow,

And ever near from higher sphere 
Ascended ones will bow.

The great world’s work we need not do, 
But each can do his own,

Proving faithful, kind and true
Till nil life’s seeds are sown.

Then 'nea-th the sun no work undone— 
No field unfilled would be,

A harvest time of joy sublime 
Would bless humanity.

Oft we strive to reach too far
And miss the highest good.

Truth’s eternal, deathless star
When It Is understood

Brightest shines at home’s fair shrines 
And builds Its altar there;

We by Its light may scale the height 
Amid our common care.

—EMMA TRAIN.
North. Collins, N. Y.

Civilization is to be judged by the 
sacrifices of a people guided by wis­
dom. Estimated by this standard the 
civilization of our day is a miserable 
failure. Civilization as we know it is 
merely the chaining of the hyena in 
man’s nature. ’The achievements of 
genius are the fruits of a struggle. The 
tooth is the scylla and the elbow the 
Charybdis between, which genius has 
always beaten its way. When selfish­
ness and rapacity are outgrown civili­
zation will dawn upon the earth. Un­
til then the races of mankind may not 
look for a higher symbol of civiliza­
tion than the policeman’s club or the 
warrior’s bayonet. Armed power is 
the conservator of the civilian’s secur­
ity. Without this there is no safety 
and with it goes the badge of that 
veneer which hides the jackal and the 
hyena in man’s selfish nature.

Socrates said, “Man, know thyself.” 
Psychometry is the sciencewhich leads 
to it;, and those who claim to be "sen- 
sitve” now have an opportunity of ac­
quiring this most important knowl­
edge. The Psychometric Dictionary 
reveals it in all its essentials. Price 25 
cents. For sale at this office.

DR. MANSFIELD.
Homeopathic Treatment compounded cllir- 

voyantly for each cane Send name, age, sex. 
leading symptoms for EHKK DIAGNOHIH and 
“Mktuodh of Oom." Light of Truth, H. D. 
Barrett, Prent. N. H. A., and all endorseW. A. MANSFIELD, M. D.,

152 Cedar Ave., Cleveland, Ohio

The Abbaham Lincoln of Spiritualism 
in an article to the Spiritual Advocate, Feb 20', 
1897, paid an honest, unsolicited tribute to Dr. 
Mansfield a* follows:

Dr. Wm. A. Mansfield Is doing a good business, 
and hie practice steadily grows. He is a regular 
graduate of the Cleveland University of Medi­
cine and Surgery, and adds his spiritual gifts ih 
diagnosing and prescribing. Accord ng to the 
testimony of some of his patients, ho cures cases 
that have baffled the skill of the best physicians 
of all schools He tells me that when he has a 
case to diagnose he goes into his little room re­
served for that purpose, and his spirit physician 
and counselor writes out the diagnosis on a slate 
indrpe dent of his physical contact—indepen­
dent slate writing—and is remarkably accurate, 
often astonishing his patients.—Lyman C. Howe

Prof. F. Emanuel Lofgreen, 
SEER 

Psychometric Header.
Full Life Reading and all questions answered 

for $100 for 30 days o-ly. Satisfaction guaran­
teed or money refunded. Full name and hand- 
wiicing. Address 111 Dugiass St., Peoria, Til.

plONSULT PROF. A. B. SEVERANCE.
Come in person or send by letter a lock of 

hair, or hand writing, or a photograph He will 
give you a correct delineation of character. 
Brief delineation, $1; full and complete deline­
ation, $2; diagnosis of disease, $1; diagnosis and 
prescription, $3; full and complete delineation 
with diagnosis and prescription, $5; my photo, 
cabinet size, 25 cents. North Chicago. Ill.

MRS. M. E. WILLIAMS,
PSYCHIC.'

Materialization and Etherealization
Scientific demonstration of the Soul’s Im­

mortality presented on Tuesday evenings 
at 8 o’clock and Saturday afternoons at 2 
o’clock.

No. 232 West 46th St., - - New York.

ASTONISHING OFFER.
Send three two-cent p tamps, lock of hair .name, 

ag**. sex one leading symptom, and your disease 
will I e diagnosed f ee by spirit power. 6

Mrs. Dr. DOBSON-BARKER
Box 132, SAN JOSE CAL.

TRUMPETS
Aluminum: trumpets in two and three 

sections, 30 inches high—magnetized when 
deoiied—$1.50 on receipt of pi ice. Address WM. 

A. MU RRAY. 107 E. sixth St, Newport, Ky.

MELTED PEBBLE SPECTACLES
BESTORE LOST VISION. Write for illu­

strated circulars showing styles and prices, 
a >u photograph of spirit Yarma, who developed 

this clairvoyant power in me.
I can adjust my Melted Pebble Spectacles as 

perfectly to j our eye* in your own home as if 
you were in my office, as thousand« can testify. 
Send stamp for photo B. F. POOLE, 

Clinton, Clinton Co., Iowa.

DR. J SWANSON.
PSYCHOPATHIST ANO ELECTRO - MAGNETIC

HEALER.
Positive cure without drugs. Mental and phy­

sical dis- awes successfully treated from a dis­
tance by his marvelous Powers. Read this one 
of thousands of testimonials: “Your first pa­
tient here was my son I foil that you would 
help him. It was like magic; he is improving 
constantly The other patients here are doing 
Weil. Mrs. J. Clark. Utt a. Ill ” For circulars, 
fees, etc . address, DR J. HWANSON.

1728 Clintjn avenue Minneapolis, Minn.

BARH A BICYCLE
600 Second Hand Uheel«. AU 
juulrs. Good as new. $5 to 

$15. b'ew High Grade *N 
mode!«, fully guaranteed SIT 
to S25. Si^ecial Clear­
ing Sale» Shipped any­
where on approval.
We will give a responsible aft. 

in eseh town free use of samplo 
wheel to introduce them. Our 

reputation is well known thrcugh- 
out the country. Write at onee for oar «pedal offer

MEAD CYCLE CO., Wabash Ave., Chicago. Ill

ASTROPATHY.
Our wonderful art of Healing 

under Planetary Law. Words of 
Wisdom from a HIGHER SOURCE. 
Your opportunity Doctors, Healers, 
Astrologers, Nurses, Everybody!
“ASTRAL GUIDE” ex- 

plains all. FREE for 2 ct Stamp.
Published by L. J. SHAFER,

81 Calkins Avenue. Grand Rapids, Mich.

DR. FRED. L. MEHRTENS, 
Magnetic llealer and Clairvoyant Phy­

sician.

SEND nmn i, age, sex, and lock of hair and 
one leading symptom and three 2-cent stamps 
and will diagnose your disease. Personal read­

ings or by letter 11.00 with stamp.
661 Fifth street, - Milwaukee, Wil«
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tn red Letter, or Draft on Columbus or Now 
York, it costs ten or fifteen cents to get 
checks on local banks cashed, so <lo not 
send them. Postage stamps will not be re 
celvfd In payment of subscriptions.

Wb» □ the postofflee address of subscribers 
Is to be changed, our patrons should give 
i]g two weeks* previous notice, and not omit 
to state their present as well as their fu­
ture address.
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PERSONALS.

—“Land of the Light” is the new 
story to be given soon.

—Carry a detective in your pocket by 
getting the Psychometric Dictionary.

—Our improved Psychopomp is 75 
cents—the only kind we have on hand 
now.

—The photograph on first page of 
this issue was made by Lane & Co. of 
Columbus, 0.

—Will 'Mrs. Carrie Twing send her 
address to Mrs. M. J. Davis, Sec. S. C. 
S. S., 6019 Cates ave., St. Louis, Mo.?

—Our improved Psychopomp can be 
seen in semi-darkness, and thus good 
for medial development. 'Price 75c, 
postpaid.

—Mrs. Ida P. A. Whitlock is the state 
agent for (Rhode -Island. She may be 
addressed at 29 Atlantic Ave., 'Provi­
dence, R. I.

—Prof. Ph. Nagel of Mammoth 
Springs, Ark., may be addressed by 
mediums with recommendations for 
engagements.

—Do not make out orders on adver­
tisements found in back numbers of 
this paper. Look to the latest issue 
always to make sure of your wishes.

—“Tidings From Over the River” is 
out of print just now, but we hope to 
reproduce it later in the season. Those 
desiring it will please govern them­
selves accordingly.

—<Boil down your news matter to 
three or four lines, and send it on a 
postal. In that manner we can accom­
modate ¡many .instead of the few. 'No 
more favoritisms shown.

—When ordering a change of ad­
dress please give old address as well, 
that we may be able to stop the paper 
at that poiijt, or the subscriber' will 
have two papers to pay for.

—L. Q. R.—Symbolism in Spiritual­
ism has not yet been reduced to a sci­
ence. It has not yet been generalized, 
being mostly personal, which the indi­
vidual must study for himself.

—Those of our readers who pur­
chase from advertisers in these col­
umns will do Us the favor to mention 
that they saw the advertisement in the 
Light of Truth, 'as it helps .our agent 
to get a renewal.

—Dr. Buchan'an’s new book, "Primi­
tive Christianity,” is an apostolic rev­
elation of the truth of Christianity as 
it was in the time of Jesus and before 
it was perverted by dogma and priestly 
additions. It contains messages to 'Dr. 
(Buchanan which claim the truth. Price, 
?S. ========

W. H. Baca closed a season's en­
gagement with the society at Spring­
field, Mass.’, May 1st, and will spend 
the summer at Cassadaga campmeet­
ing. 'He would be pleased to hear from, 
societies, desiring his services, located 
■between Springfield and Cassadaga; 
Liberal terms for either Sunday or 
weekday engagements. Address 14 
Howard St., Springfield, Mass.

COL. JAMES FREEMAN,
President 'Mississippi Valley Spiritu'afl- 

ists’ Association.

M. V. S. A.

The fifteenth annual campmeeting of 
the Mississippi Valley Spiritualist as­
sociation will be held at Mt. Pleasant 
park, Clinton, Iowa; commencing Sun­
day, August 1 and closing Sunday, Au­
gust 29, 1897.

The speakers engaged are Moses 
Hull, J. Frank Baxter, J. C. F. Grum- 
•bine and Mrs. Edith R. Nickless, with 
Mrs. Georgia C. Cooley of California 
as test medium.

The circulars will ¡be issued about 
May 1, and mediums intending to 'be 
present who wish to be announced in 
these circulars should cotamunicate at 
once with me.

I 'desire to place the advertising mat­
ter of the camp 'in the hands of- every 
Spiritualist and- investigator in the 
Mississippi valley, 'and therefore ask 
that secretaries of all societies forward 
me at once a list of their members, 
those whom I know, whenever these 
Societies may require it.

Every Spiritualist in the Mississippi 
Valley is, or ought to be, interested in 
the success of bur camp meeting and 
to al'l I say that your co-operation will 
be appreciated.

All letters - of inquiry . will be 
promptly answered and -information 
cheerfully given toy addressing me at 
(Full-ton, Illinois, till further notice.

MARTIN H. M’GRATH, 
Sec. M. V. S. A.

MARTIN H. M’GRATH,
Secretary Mississippi Valley Spiritual­

ists’ Association.

THE SELF-LIFTING ELETOR
Is now being specified in the plans for many new residences in place 
of back stairways; and also-replacing stairways in many residences 
already built, as it occupies less space and does away with the fatigue 
occasioned by climbing stairs. It requires no power to .operate, and 
consequently no expense for maintenance, can be used by any one as' 
1 apidly or slowly as desired and is absolutely safe.

While designed for 
use of only one person at 
a time it is amply strong 
for several hundred pounds 
in- weight and will be 
found of great service in 
carrying trunks and nur- 
tnerous h°avy articles 
about a house required to 
be be taken up and down 
stairs.

it has now been in use 
three years and in every 
instance has given entire 
satisfaction. To facilitate 
its more general use we 
have just reduced the price 
and now offer our 30x32, 
open car, passenger ele­
vator f. o. b. cars Lima, 
Ohio, for

This includes the entire 
outfit for a lift not exceed­
ing 40 feet, ready to set up, 
with full directions and 
blue print by which any 
good carpenter can erect 

_ it in three days. The on- 
* ly additional expense is 

cutting the holes in floors
and enclosing the elevator shaft. This enclosure can be of ordinary 
walls with doors opening on each floor, or of ornamental wire work.

In ordering give the lift, that is, the distance elevator is tp travel. 
Address,

The Self=Lif ting Elevator Co., Lima. Ohio.
Please mention this paper.

Catarrh inhaler FREE. Grocers will refund $1.00 each

I will for a short 
time mail any 
reader of Light, 
of Truth one ot 
mv new Aerial 
Catarrh Inhalers 
and medicine for 
one year.

. I will allow you 
al, then if satisfied

send me $1.00, if not, return it to 
me in the original package.

Catarrh, Asthma, Headache, 
Bronchitis, Partial Deafness, Roar­
ing in the Head, Colds in the Head 
and* Tuberculosis immediately re­
lieved and speedily cured.

Address, Dr. E. J. Worst, 
Ashland,' Ohio.

BOOKS NOT IN PRINT—YET AD­
VERTISED—WHY ?

We often receive orders for books 
out of print because advertised on 'the 
covers of other books, and in our cata­
logue. Upon informing out patrons of 
the facts of the Case they demand to 
know why they are ¿till advertised in 
other books and in our catalogue. As 
a reply -to all we would say- that some 
of the books now out of print were in 
stock at the time of publishing the 
books and catalogue in which they are 
still found advertised, and that if our 
readers would regard su-ch advertise­
ments and catalogue as out of date, 
and refer to our columns direct for 
their books they would have no fur­
ther reasons to ask why.

time this LYE fails to make Soap.

College of Fine Forces.
(Formerly New York College of Magnetics).

The students of this college represent four con­
tinents, and half of them are physicians, medical 
professors, or clergymen. Hudson Tuttle, the 
well-known author, calls this college "An insti­
tute of refined therapeutics, which is fast becom­
ing of world-wide fame, and attracting students 
from many countries. It buildson exact science, 
and includes the magnetic, electric, chemioal, so 
lar, and spiritual forces which underlie every 
thing. Its course can be taken at home, and a 
diploma conferring the title of D. M. (Doctor of 
Magnotios) granted. Dr. Babbitt is author of sev­
eral books on the subject.

The college is chartered, and conferstho title of 
D.M on a handsome diploma. Send stamp for cir­
cular to E. D. Babbitt, M. D., LU. D., Dean, JSJ 
South Broadwaj, Lob Angeles California.

■7
EM LESSONS IN ASTROLOGY.

By J. B. SULLIVAN.

Pkt cm. 25 cent*.
For at thia <dBo0

MAX HOFFMANN, Blaw-Wnling and TjM 
medium. 9M North Western Avenue, Obiow» 
IUinoie.


