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Thbe man who obstructs hia own path-
way to a bettor life and its lights, is not
him alone who will believe only what he
Sees.

Too many are negligent of what they
fully recognize as important. One who
drinks from the water cooler often found
in the retirement comer of a passenger-
coach may believe it is pureand good, as
he sees or tastes nothing wrong, but
when he drinks from tho tank in a smok-
ing room he finds that water absorbs the
stench of tobacco. Yot ho drinks such
water timo and again. Why ? Simply be-
case he forgets it whon he again wantsa
drink

Those who in a rough dash say they
don't believe what they don't see, usually
care little what they see or boliove. They
are very one sided people, perhaps from
external devotion to business, possibly
disciplined only to one node of reasoning,
probably given to light and nonsensical

drifting, which seldom has sorious thought
except of “bad luck”

Such people cannot appreciate the conmt
non suggestion ‘seek to have faith and
you wWill believe” 1 can't, is tho reply.
Reverends; how can they, if they can't ?
What shall be done to call themto an
abiding attention to views of afuture life?
It matters not if they should differ from
those in the pulpit. They mustdiffor from
some, while some churches are so positive
that others are negative.

The skeptics who attend a spiritualistic
scanco, in a moderate state of mind, wait
ing for something to tum up are likely to
experience sorethiij"oVTCv NiK? Jnionuon
and cause the new idea to be nursed in
tho mind, often recurring and spoken of
occasionally, it forms a nucleus, about
which other circunstances may accumu
late,and agrowth of faith is begun. Having
become serious and desirous of knowing
nore by agrowing faith thoy are on tho
way to the religions of churches. They
may not know it and tho churches may
not, but there should be hope for them
Probably they would not have visited a
medium if advised to do so by a minister.

T h o Opposition of Churches recconmonds
it to some. Faith in afuture life cannot bo
hammered into thom at church, but in tho
medium’s circre they tunmble to it wonder-
fully. Is it prejudice, weakness or a now
stand point?  The belief of tho Spiritual-
ist is a peculiar ono, it shifts about “ like
tho spirit of an unburied man” and as at a
(rreonbacker’s convention held a fewyears
ago every ono has his own platform. Tho
investigator is unsatisfied. Facts recur to
him frequently which show him that he
believes many things which his senses do
not Make definitely known to him. He
begins to feel that ho don't disbelieve any-
thing very positively. If gas is in water
and water may permeate fine gold, why
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cannot the soul and spirit of man pass
through matter; if imperceptible causes
meke man shake and bum with ague why
should not spirits affect man in some way?

There finally gets to ke two points of
unison among Spiritualists however much
thoy may differ and shift from phase to
phaso from motives worthy or unworthy.
They become students of nature which
thoy recognize as prevailing every mo-
ment. Science is thoir religion but thoy
don'tgo far for it; next thoy areglad to be
free from churjhes which support views
adverse to science unloss certified to by

clerloﬂsmo mysteries. They would bo
strong believers in Christ if the churches
were adverse to His teachings. Few have
advanced so far as to leave tho prejudices
behind them They are encroaching up-
on the monopoly of the mysteries held so
long by tho churches. Tho priesthood
have lost tho scienccs with medicine, they
are almost bereft of control in the instruc-
tion of the young; will it lose its strong-
hold on tho mysteries and have religion
divided out nmore generally and to the
messes ?

What will the churchesdo about Spiritu-
alists and whon will they do it ? Their nane
is legion. The dangers of Spiritualism
may be many but an important one is that
having gone only as far as a fow pheno-
mena thoy are too likely to make up the
mind that seances will fumish all that is
needed and the unsatisfied condition be-
comes so satisfactory that no advance is
mede from it Such people need kindness
not ignorance and inpatience, showered
upon them

If 'science is in apparent conflict with
Scripture it cannot prove destructive to
science; those who misunderstand must
modify their views. The harmonizing ofa

passage by symbolism should not bo ro-
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jected even if it should come from the re-
searches of a layman instead of one of the
chosen ministry.

Let us hope that the church people will
mend their ways by seeking to have faith
in and doing something with Spiritualists.

Every Spiritualist sees that seances aro

deficient and that* no one should stop on
that step. Let us fervently hope that
Spiritualists will not rest calmly on re-
sults from their circles, not stop with talk-
ing of development, progress and light, but
seek to penetrate further and learn more
of man’s duties to himself and to his fel-
low man. K.

THE LOUISVILLE CONVENTION.

The Spiritual Convention just closed at
Louisville, Ky., wo consider, on the whole,
was a great success, as it has shown the
development of the Southern mind, in
that direction ; having been gotten up, and
largely attended by Southern people, and
largely under the control of Southern
minds. We were also glad to see, that
it was considerably attended, by people
from other portions of our common coun-
try, and proving that Spiritualismat least,
knows no sectionalism in its ranks.

We said we considered it a success, be-
cause its proceedings showed to the world
tho “ reason for the faith that is in them,”
and we are only surprised, that the num
ber and excellent character of the commu-
nications and tests given, could have been-
produced in such promiscuous audiences;
for itiswell known to those familiar with
the laws governing spirit intercourse, that
harmony and a certain amount of congen-
iality, or affinity, ( if you please) is highly
necessary for receiving the best tests and
communications. In large gatherings of
any class, Spiritualists included, such a
state of things is not at all likely to exist.
It must be borme in mind, that there is no
“ confession of faith,” no binding dogma, no
ono authorized to say, "Believe this or
that, and be saved ; or don't believe this
or that, aiA be damnoi.” All are free to
live up to their highest light, and see and
judge everything from thoir own stand-
point; hence we think, there was an un-
usual degree of harmony there. We see ono
brother thought prayer was useless, an-
othor thought if useful. Ono thought
Spiritualismwas hardly a science, and had
no religion in it, while many others no
doubt thought otherwise, as tho writer
does. But still, there wes left the com-
mon grounds,—the common platform, of
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Spiritualists, and that is: A beliofin spirit
intercourse, and in the immortality of the
soul. These are common grounds, and if
we had no other belief, these are worth all
the other dogmas in the world. And that
is not all,—their belief is a knowledge,
based upon fact; it is not a nore hearsay
theory, gathered from musty mythology,
but a demonstrated fact, tho that is de-
monstrated every day, to those who will
take the trouble to investigate, in the
proper .spirit and with a sincere desire for
truth.

Wo take issue with Mr. Dawburn, who
spoke at tho convention, and stated that
Spiritualism was merely a science, and
not a religion; for we consider it both.
It is intended to, and certainly will take
the place of all religions, for it will, up-
root them all ; and as wo believe will
place the religion of the future on a scien-
tific basis, in that, it will showjust tho re-
lation humanity has to the future life, and
points out what course of conduct is nec-
essary to pursue, in order to enter upon a
life of happiness hereafter, and we think
that is the main spring,—the hoad and
front ofall religions. As to the belief,
or disbelief, inapersonal God, we do not
think that alone constitutes a religion.
We rather understand religion to be a
belief in certain things, involving a cer-
tain lire of conduct, that wilt result in fu-
ture happiness. Now, a scientific fact
would not cover tho case,—it would merely
prove a fact, but that fact promises nothing,
and has nothing to do with norals. A
scientific fact refers more to tho past or
present than to the future; while Spirit-
ualism covers tho whole ground, by using
science to prove, and disapprove, certain
staterments, or dogmas in other religions.
Then Spiritualismgoes on without scienco,
and says, through the voice of the spirits,
“ Do thus and so in earth life, and we
promise you thus and so, in spirit life, for
we have experienced it.” Now, science
has nothing to do with that—it is beyond
its realm; but it is the bulwark, the hand-
maid of Spiritualism. Scienco docs not
come within the moral or spiritual status
of our being, only to the extent of show-
ing how, by natural law, spirit communi-
cations may bo received; it cannot ana-
lyze the mind of either the man or spirit,
—and it is the mind that has to do with
the future. Tho spirit body of one person
may be as black as night, while another
may be as light as tho noonday sun, and
yet science can take no cognizance of it
Science alone, will not fill the chasm that

would be left, if all religions were swept
from tho earth. Thereis that in man's
nature that demands something to look
up to,—to look forward to; need any man
be ashamed, or consider himself too large to
look up to an infinite God ? Tho word in-
finite, no one can comprehend ; enough to
knowy, it is somothing grand beyond con-
ception, and while wo adore and aspiro to
bo like Him, there need be no cringing,
no groveling, no debasing of our self-
hood.

To bo like God, ovon in an infinitosmal
degree, is something to be proud of,—
somothing to hope for, and if Mr. Daw-
bum thinks that praying to or believ-
ing in God, will deter him from becom
ing aman God in the illimitable future,
we do not agree with him; for we be-
lieve that man can, and many will, tran-
scend what wo now believe to be only pos-
sible for God. But when we are there,
where will God be" Infinitely in advancc ;
and so on, through all eternity. But Mr.
Dawburn can believe as he pleases on
those points, and we will all agree to dis-
agree with him, still we aro all Spiritual,
ists, though wo differ on those points.

While we do not wish to be invidious wo
cannot help noticing

MISS HELLEN STUART RICHINGS

of Boston who must bo a very interesting
speaker, and we hope sho may find it con-
venient to visit St. Louis at an early day.

MRS. ADELINE M. GLADDING
of Philadelphia, is another very interest-
ing person, who graced that assemblage
with hor presence, and whoso tests were
ofthe most convincing character

MISS ZAIDA BROWN

of Atlanta, Georgia, was another lady,
whose ability was markod, and evidently
loft a most favourable impfession on those
attending the convention.

And what shall we say of our old and
esteemed friend, Hon. Warren Chase, a
Spiritualist of forty years standing—we
might say, tho Father of modern Spiritual-
ists, who has stood tho bruntoftho battle,
all those yoars bravely, and like old cheese
—Srons better as he grows older. Ho al-
ways drops in at tho right time, and he
does not belong to any place, time, or
people. We may all claim him as our
elder brother.

Taking tho Convention as a whole, it
was most creditable, and will accomplish
groat good, awakening tho Southern mind,
and showing tho intelligent world that
Spiritualism is not biding its light under
a bushel, but is up and doing, while old



theology is crumbling to pieces. Dogma
after dogma, hasgiven way. Hell lias be-
come Sheol, and Sheol will become Nil,
and Spiritualism, and tho love of God to
man, will take its place. J.

REVOLUTION.

During all the long ages which have
rolled into eternity, tho masses of man-
kind have been kept down by oppression
and superstition. Like boasts of burden
they have bowed tho neck to the yoke of
subjection, and lest they might rebel at
the tyranny of their inhuman masters in
the flesh,the assistance of blood-thirsty.en-
slaving and tyrannical gods was invoked,
to threaten with dire vengeance, all who

dared assert their inalienable rights.

They were told, even in christain lore, to
‘obey their mesters in the Lord.” Even
the degradation of woman, and the depri-
vation of her natural rights, is made
a subject of discourse by the sainted Paul;
and the very Son of God, so called, in-
structed His followers to *“ render unto Ca)-
sar the things that are Caesar’s.”

Of one thing, however, we may rest
assured. As the earth, through the law
of progress, and refinement, constantly
throws off its crude matter, and becomes
more and morerofined, the physical, men-
tal and spiritual of man become nore de-
veloped, and aro coming up in solid phal-
anx, demanding the rights, of a cormnmon
humanity, which have heretofore been
usurped by the few; and not all the
threats of the so called gods, will hinder
them, for they have learned, that what-
ever is the right of one man, is the right
of another. The day is fast approaching
when the terns, “ mester” and “ slavo,”
or “servant,” will bo unknown, and the
words, “ employer” and “ employed” will
take their place—when each will respect
and recognizo the rights of tho other, in
their proper sphere.  Woman will come
un, and occupy her proper and natural
position, by the side of man, and when
she does, the world will soon be rolievod
of an enormous amount of crime, and
degradation, caused by whisky, tobacco,
and other curses of mankind.

Revolution is in the air, and encom-
passes the ontire globe. A higher civiliza-
tion is seeking its way into Lhe depths of
Africa, and the frozen north will yet give
up her secrets—secrets that will astonish
the world. Humanity to day is being
purged of its barbarisms. Tho heretofore
law that “ might makes right” is being
set aside, and instead of the “ divine right
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of kings,” we have “ the majority rules.”
Strife and bloodshed may come, for
tyrants of every class will combine, to
retain their power over tho masses; but
the spell is broken and not only tho divine
right of kings, butthe divine right of bo
gusgods, standing at the back of earthly
tyrants, is passing away, and the flame of
progress will blaze up and, spread and
conquer, until tho last shackle will bo
broken from off the body and mind of
hitherto enslaved humanity. Freedom of
body and .mind, is a birthright inherent
in all mankind, and woe to those who try
to stay it, for tho God of justice, morcy,
and truth, and not the God of rapinot
bloodand carnage, is with tho people, and
“Vox populi, vox Doi” will bethe cry, in-
stead of “servants obey your masters,”
as in the days of tyrant rule. B.

-TRUE SPIRITUALITY.

Many of the so called Spiritualists seem
to think that spirituality, or Spiritualism
consists of a belief in the mere phenomena
ofspiritreturn; thattliere is no literal hell,
nor orthodox heaven, with golden streets,
and robes washed whito in tho “ blood of
tho Lamb,” and that a person while here
may think and act pretty much as he
pleases, provided ho manages to keep out
of tho ponetentiary,—these, in their opin-
ion, constitute the “ alpha and omega ” of
Spiritualism.

Alas, how little the true principles of
Spiritualism are understood. True, it is
well to have shaken off the old myths,
and blood sacrifices of old, old orthodoxy,
and to have accepted so much of the light
of the doctrine of Spiritualism, asevento
believe in spirit intercourse; but is thisall
that intercourse teaches? Is this all that
the higher order of spirits inculcate as
most important, as vitally necessary for
the progress and happiness of the soul
and spirit, here, and hereafter ? Ah, no.
The teachings of tho higher and purer
ones aro; that a pure and unselfish life is
necessary to true progress and happiness,
here and hereafter, and what we mean by
purity and unselfishness is, not a life of
asceticism or awithdrawal from the world,
butto be onein, and of, the world, and
by precept and example, to be of some use,
in instructing and elevating the world.

To lead the life of a recluse is a selfish
life, to say the least, seeking, and seek-
ing only, one’s own salvation and happi-
ness, and leaving the world to take care
ofiiself. It isnot doing the “ Master's
work,” as some think, to skulk away in-
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to some comer, for fear of being tempted,
and do'ng wrong—what credit for never
having done a wrong, if we have never
been tempted ; and is the aim and object
of life accomplished, by negatively living
it out, like afossil 1 Ah no. The spirit
world, to which wo are hastening, is a
world of uses, and is full of activity—full
of grand purposes, and of achievements.
And those achievements are not for self
aggrandizomont, self adornment, or selfin-
dulgence. The life in the spheres s largely
taken up in doing good to, and for others,
those of the upper spheres mingling with
those of the lower, imparting light and
knowledge to them, of tho way to a higher
and holier life. None are loft out, none
are forgotten ; for aro not the spiritually
sick, thase who “ need a physician?” And
so the life beyond is a life of usefulness
and unselfishness. As wegive, so do we
also receive. Humanity is linked together
by one indissoluble tie, the one flowing in-
to the other, and as we impart immortal
truths to others, we become receptive to
to those above us. Thus the grand illim-
itable chain extends up into infinitude,
and down into the lowest depths.

All are workers for the elevation of
those below thom, excopt, perhaps those
who are covered up, for tho time being, in
sensuality and selfishness. There are only
too many such, in the sphere next to the
earth, many of whom have been sent over
there, by a mistaken idea, that the world
and humanity would thus be rid of them.
But this, by the law of spirit intercourse,
is a great mistake ; for that law is open
to all, and the highest and lowost spirit,
over on the spirit side, has the same op-
portunity, to the extent of his knowledge
and ability, to influence, and in some
cases, control tho actions of the person
influenced, with this restriction : the high-
er, or more advanced, govern the lower.
When we say tho higher, or nore ad
vanced, wo do not mean intellectually, or
merely in knowledge; for mere intellect-
uality and knowledge alone are not Spirit-
uality, though they may be, and are, use-
ful in connection with it

Spirituality, as we are given to under-
stand it, is that condition of the soul, or
mind, that tends to the good of the whole
human race; that thinks no ill ; that
breathes a spirit, of good will, living to
glorify God, and benefit his fellow nman ;
and not that tho spirit need necessarily
neglect hirmrself, or the culture of his high-
er faculties here or hereafter, by knowi-
edge acquired by travel or experience in
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various ways, But while ho is accomplish"
ing this, he must literally bo ‘* going about
doing good." This is what we believe to
bo true Spiritualism, and all short of this
is mixed with chaff and dirt, and is Spir-
itualism only in name. When the crucial
tost shall come, by tho etermal lawv of affin-

ity governing the spheres, and locating
the person in accordance with that law,
wo fear, many who think they are far ad-
vanced in spiritual things, but who have
lived tho life of tho sordid and selfish,-wi\l
find they have merely knocked at the door,
but never entered into the frue spirit of
Spiritualism, and that when they arrive
at tho“ Gates ajar ” they will find they
are not prepared to mingle with those
who dwell there, whose thoughts and
works are all of charity for their fellow-
men.

Bo not deceived. What our life is here—
not what it appears to men to be, but what
it actually is—will be what we will find
ourselves there. We will be clothed with
the spirit of our thoughts, acts and deeds.
No glamour, no excuse will avail there.
Tho motive, bo it good or bad, we will find
registered there, and our then awakened
conscience will bo tho judge and jury, that
will make the award. B.

MATERIALISM.

It must be admitted that materialism
has tho greater part, if not all of tho phy-
sical proofs of nature inits favor. For
while we see law and order on one side,
wo find chaos, destruction and decay on
tho other, and in a moral aspect of mate-
rial, or natural law, we find the big fish
preying upon the little ones, the strong
overpowering the weak, and we are led
to exclaim, “ If there is a God, why does
He permit such injustice?” Nay more;
it is evidently the law, no matter who in-
stituted it, that one creature should sub-
sist on the other, and instead cf peace,
harmony and good will existing among
the creatures of earth, we find rapine, mur-
der and bloodshed, one phase of amimal
life constantly at war with, and devour-
ing the other. Nowy, scientists tell us that
this is necessary, in order to keep down
the superabundance of any ono species;
but that to our mind isan argument against
the conscious existence of a God ; for if
there is such a being, Ho would surely
have found a better means than that now
in use, to regulate the increase ofthe dif-
ferent species. In any case it seems to
be a barbarous, inhuman and ungodlike
way, for life to have to take life—for one
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to live on the life-blood of another. All
through the physical universe, the larger
overshadows, and overpowers tho smaller,
and tho Jawgoverning matter seems cold,
selfishand unjust.

If the material aspect of things be all
there is of this life, and if there be no in-
terior law, or influence, outworking a
higher and better state of things, human-
ity had better never been born. If there
isno moral universe beyondall this, where

| all things aremade even, by an immutable
law of justice, higher than natural law,
then mankind are wrecked indeed, on an
inhospitable shore, and he may be glad
that there is no hereafter, into which to
be launched, perhaps to travel over again
the grounds where “might makes right,”
and where tho crudest, the coarsest, and
the most vicious come to the top, and the
non-offensive go under.

But there must be a God, for while we
see all these incongruities just spokon of,
we find progress—the lower coming up
higher by a law, not apparent on tho sur-
face, yet showing, we think, clearly, that
thoro is an undercurrent working in, and
through all nature, bringing her up higher.
While we find the natural law go on as
before, regardless of justice to the individ
ual, we find a higher law asserting itself
in the mind and heart of man, and that
law is uprooting the selfishness of man’s
nature,which hitherto has been the strong-
est law of his being.

Whence then cane it, |f it is not God-
given? Selfishness is still a part of his
nature, and tho inducements continue tho
same; but the sense cf justice between
himself and his fellowwman has come in,
and in some casos he divides the last mor-
sel with his fellow, when perhaps the di-
vision prosagos to himsolf the horrors of
starvation and death. Yes, there must be
a God, else whence come these higher im-
pulses? We certainly do not get them
from nature ; for all nature, outside of man
remains where it was, and it is only nman
that feels the higher, the moral impulses.
Hence he must be in communion (though
perhaps unknown to himself)'with that
higher influence, which we call God. If
man has come up, through all the strata
of animality to his present position, what
is there to hinder him, even on this physi-
cal earth, from going on and on in scien-
tific attainments, until he becomes master
ofthe eloments, and tums this planet into
aglobe of everlasting beauty, the brilliancy
of which will outshine thesun? Then, in
stead of fearing the elements,they will have

become his willing instruments for utility
and beauty. Whon man will have become so
npiritualized that he will eeaso to eat tho
flesh of amimals, and will live on the pro-
ducts ofthe field, and the fruit of the trees,
he will coaso to bo and to act like tho an-
imal on which he now subsists, and his
spiritual nature will gain the ascendency
Wo shall then have *“ warsand rumors of
war” »o moro forever;andthoangels will
cono inand dwell with us, and “ old things
will have passod away, and all things be-
come new.” We will progress until the
two worlds will bojoined in ono,tho truely
good and spiritual of earth will no longer
fear to die, or change, for they will know
to a certainty that to them, a? least, death
is gain. Nor is thisa condition for a few,
but for the many—yes, in time, for all;
Father God and Mother Nature are no
respecters of persons. All are included
in the birthright of immortality, and
though some may lag behind, they all will
reach the goal of their happiness in God's,
or nature’s, own good time, and sing the
praises of love in all, through all, and
for all. -

“WHY SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS ARE
OFTEN UNTRUTHFUL.”

Tho above heading was the subject of
an article in this paper of March 1st,
and commented on, in Mind and Matter
of March 20th.

One of the objections to, or comments
on our article, is to tho effect that wo said:
<There are lying spirits on the other, or
spirit side of lifo,” and does not explain
why it is so, which we think we did inthe
article most clearly. Wo quote from tho
article, “ Still with all this, he is not trans-
formed into a worthier or better being by
the mere fact of death, and if he chooses
to stifle, as perhaps ho did on earth, this
God-principle within himsolf, for the time
being, bo can do so, and many do, for a
greater or loss period.” And again; “In
the mean timo, he may go on lying or de-
ceiving for a time, as there is no arbitrary
law there forbidding it, any nmore than
thoro is hero. This, of coursc, pertains to
thefirst stage, or condition after death.”

Now wo think the above quotation,
which is really not all of the original
article that might be quoted, goes to show
clearly, that the man, or worman, or child,
who lived here in the form, on waking
up in the other world is not metamor-
phosed all at once, but wakes up as he or
she lay down hero, and if addicted to ly-
ing here, is almost certain to be addicted



to it there, until other and]bctter influences
aro brought to bear to bring them out of
that condition. In short, the reason for
their being liars over thoro, for the ti ne
being, after first waking up there, is be-
cause they were a ldicted to lying hore,
as no miracle, or change of heart has boon
produced by the mere act of dying.

Again, Mind and Matter objects to
Balaam being called “a lying medium”
or a mediumat all and asks for proof.
We state tho case as we find it from tho
Bible. Balaam was a Jew, and is spoken
of in tho account as a seer or prophet,
understood as having the power of spirit-
ual eight, or prevision, which is acknow-
ledged to be one of tho highest phases of
mediunship to day. Now, as to his be-
ing a “ lying medium” we think tho in
ference is clear, when ho was willing to
go over to the enemies of Israel, whom
he knew to be God's chasen people, and
“ curse them,” if the spirit controlling him
would do so; and not only once, but twice,
he puts himself in the way, for the love
of gain, to bo used to curse Israel. And
the best evidence that ho was not in tho
lino of his duty, and willing to bo used by
lying spirits, was, that tho “ Angel of the
Lord ” found it necessary to stop him by
force—by standing in tho way with a
flaming sword.

Now for tho facts going to prove that
He was a“ medium.” Ho saw tho angol
standing in tho way, and nono but me-
diuns are supposed to see angels, or spirits,
which aro the same thing. Again, he
heard the angel, or spirit, speak to him,
through the mouth of the ass, and while
the ass was used as the physical moans,
the angel, or spirit, ovidently furnished
the intelligence, and no doubt tho angel
or spirit that showed itself to Balaam
showed itself to his spirit, or spirit vision,
not to the physical, and tho voice of the
ass, no doubt, was heard by Balaam's spir-
itual oars, or hearing, and not the natural.

Finally, tho whole Bible account gives
out the impression that Balaam was a
tricky, sordid prophet, or seer, and wes
willing to bo used to “ curse Israel,” and
but for the interference of the angel, pre
venting another meeting with the ene-
mies of Israel, he would have done so.

Now as to what constitutes mecdium:
ship, we think we can show first, nega-
tively, what doos not constituto it, and
then show the grounds wc have for plac-
iig it where we do, viz: in “ afire ten-
sion of nervous susceptibility.”

First, then, we know from what we see
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every day, that the moral, religious or
educational status, of the individual has
nothing to do with being, or not boing a
medium; for wo find pci-sons morally cor-
rupt, bestial in habit, such as drunkenness,
and often devoid of truth or high moral
susceptibility, not only acting as mediuns,
but really bonafide mediums, and while,
on the principle of like to like, we find
their communications often unreliable and
low down on the physical plane, they arc
no loss mediums.  Now if none of thase
qualifications, or the lack of them, con-
stitutes mediumship, what does? Friend
Roberts does not enlighten us, so that up
to tho present we are in connection with
Mind and Matter as the man was with
his contrary wife. To any argument he
made, or proposition ho statod, she merely
said “ It isn't.” We offer such proof as
to us is proof, but whether it may be so
to Mind and Matter, we of course cannot
tell.

Wo have talked with a great many
spirits, through a great variety of mediums
in the past thirty years, and whenever we
have asked the question, “ What consti-
tutes mediunship,” we havo been told in
substance, that it was not moral or reli-
gious status or education. It was not
exuberant hoallh or sickness. It was not
even a belief or disbelief in spirit commu-
nion, but a “fine tension of norvous sus-
ceptibility,” and that that was the near-
est they could describe it. Now while
neither morals, religious sentiment, nor
condition of health constitutes modiun:
ship, it must not be thought that a high
moral status of the medium is not neces-
sary to high moral and reliable commu-
nications. Next, as to congeniality of
temperament being necessary to using a
medium, we did not say, that communica-
tions could not come without such corn-
geniality ; but we claim, and we think
those who have sat much in circles will
boar us out, that where there is not con-
goniality of the circle, the manifestations
seldom amount to much, and while, as in
tho case of Miss Sholhamer at the Banner
circles, communications from all classes and
conditions cone, it is plainly ovident that,
there is a congenial circle governing the
whole proceeding over on the other side,
for they havo emphatically said so, over
and over again. It is well understood by
those who aro well versed in the holding
of spiritual circles, that for every circlo
held on this side, there is a corresponding
one on the other side, and that a due re-
gard must he had to the positive and neg-
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ative forces in tho circle, which form an
equilibrium, or “ congeniality, ” of tho
circlo.

As to being able to tell tho moral status
of the spirit communicating, wo havo sat
with a number of mediuns, who clained
to bo able to tell what tho moral status or
elevation of tho spirit was, somo by ono
sense, and somo by another. Some are
able to see them approach and describe
thom bofore boing ontranced. Ono case
wo remember, where Washington was pre-
sumed to give acommunication duringtho
first year of tho war, when among other
things he said, “ The sword will never be
sheathed, until the shaklos of tho lastslavo
aro broken.” Tho description the me-
dium gave of the spirit who gavo his name
as “ Washington” while he was approach-
ing, was so superlatively grand and beaur
tiful, that we can scarcely undortake to
describe it.  Suffice to say, she described
him as with a halo about his person, that
shone so brightly as to dazzle her eyes,
and the expression of high and holy re-
solves and beneign benevolence was boamt
inff from his countenance. Othors, wo
have sat with, who havo describod tho
sensation producod by elevated spirits,
while they wero being entrancod as “ cold,
chilly feelings,” frequently making their
teeth chatter; but Mind and Matter may
ask, “What has chillinoss to do with a
proof of the devolopod or undeveloped
condition of tho spirit, or what proof is it
that it has anything to do with tho status
ofthe spirit?” Only this, that when the
medium noted this condition, tho commu-
nications woro always found to bo of a
high ordor of intelligence. We havo also
sat with mediums who could toll the pecu-
liar influence of cortain spirits, yot found it
difficultto describe. Take tho case of Mrs.
B. L. Watson, (Cal.)one of the purest and
best of wormen, and ono of tho best of lec-
turers. The influence, or magnetism of a
certain German spirit is unpleasant to her,
yet on certain scientific subjects, tho spirit
circle controlling her, find him tho best
adapted to speak through her on those
subjects, and wo have seen her mentally
fiffnt that influence. But we think wo
have elucidated this subject sufficiently,
and while we do not claim to have all
knowledge of spiritual things, wodo claim
to havo had a good deal of experience, and
to have sifted, so far as wo aro able, tho
wheat from the chaff. If Mind and Matter
is not satisfied, and can produce a better
theory, or bettor proofs, we will be only
too glad to adopt then*. B-
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Written for Light in the West.
NEARER MY GOD TO THEE.
THE SPIRITUALIST'S VERSION.

In all the ages yet to come,

W o shall find that our work is never done,
And through it all our prayer will be :

“ Nearer, my God, to Thee. ”

When we shall reach that happy shore,
All our earth life troubles o’'er,
Still, our loving cry. shall be:

“ Nearer my God to Thee—nearer to Thee.”

When our loved ones meet us there.

Clothed in robes so bright and fair,
Then, Oh then, our song will be

“ Nearer my God, to Thee,”

And when wo join the angel throng,
And learn to sing the heavenly song,
That song, as now, will ever be;

“ Nearer my God to Theo, nearer lo Thee. ”

When'in those spheres so bright and fair.
No earthly pains or sorrows there,
Then the dear old song will be,
“ Nearer my God, to Thee.”
Viewing the past with all its pains,
When we shall sing in sweeter strains.
The sweotost echo of those notes will be :
“ Noarer my God, lo Thee, nearer to Thee.’

Thomas CuRTrs.
Boston, Mass.

SOME POSSIBLE MISTAKES OP
CHRISTIANITY.

Editor Light in the West:

In their present return to earth’'s inhab-
itants, thoso who dwelt on this planet
nineteen centuries ago, toll us that the
Jewish nation was then groaning under the
oppressive rule of the Roman Empire;
that they were looking for a deliverer to
be born, one who should be ablo to lead
their armies forth into the field of battle,
against the strong armed power. Hold-
ing the favorite idea that such adeliverer
was surely to come, to break the yoke of
oppression and to set thomfx'eo from their
enemies, it is but natural to suppose that
S0 august a person's birth should have been
carefully inquired into beforehand, cen-
cerning the probabilities of his powers of
achieverment as a leader against Rome.

But what do we find as an evidence that
the Jews sought to establish even the his-
torical fact that their promised deliverer
was born, in any well defined city, or town
where his mother might have lived in
safely and therein be delivered of her child,
the promised benefactor? Tho consuma.
tion of so grand a scheme of conquest,
separation and rulo is said to have been
thwarted by a decree of king Herod, that
all the male children bornin the principal-
ities within two years should be destroyed.
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And, hence, it is claimed that his mothor
was placed under tho diro necessity of be.
coming a travoling vagrant, to save the
young child'slife.

Thus is formulated the plea that the Ro-
man law and government was at that early
ago a most relentless foo against human
life, even in helpless infancy; not even
daring to wait for tho then future events
of the life acts of Him who was in after
ages declared to be the promised Messiah.
But not only was His name not known
to any body of people, save tho Roman,
and Pagan Priesthood until the expiration
of three hundred years afterward ; but His
birth could not be proved save only by
the testimony of the shepherds, who sought
out and found the young child and His
mothor in a stable. An1 they were all
dead. To trace the probabilities of tho truth
of this story, an insurmountable difficulty
is presented, viz; There were no living
witncssos who could be sunmmonod forth
to testify as to what they knew about tho
birth of tho aftorwards reputed Son of God
nor wore tho shepherds known, save that
thoy wore of Judea.  If they left any tes-
timony of their certain knowledge of tho
birth of the founder of the Christian reli-
gion, why was it concealed from public
view for a period of three hundred years ;
when corroborative testimony could not
bo obtained to provo tho fact sought to bo
established ?

Thoro aro sad discroponcios concerning
His reputed life, from the time alleged
that Ho lived in the physical form. It is
said Ho disputod with tho Sanhedrim in
tho Temple at the age of twelve years.
Afterward His lifo acts are lost to tho
world for a period of eighteen years.
Whoro then was this august person during
this important active life of man on earth ?
If it be that ho wes in reality much more
i* divine” than is common with his brother,
man, there was no hindrance found in
the Roman laws against his acting divin-
ity —“ For every form of religion was
then tolerated and held sacred, even in
Rome.”

But the Jews charge his violent death
to the Roman Governor, Pontius Pilate.
He reifies: “ | come tosay that all state-
ments of any person having boen crucificd
for attempting to found a roligion, or for
any causo save crime, while 1 was procu-
rator of Judea is false * * * | never hoard
of any such person as the Christian Jesus,
when | was in the nortal life. * * * A Ro-
man Governor could not always deter-
mine the merits of foroign religious, but

tho death penalty was never allowed to be
inflicted for blasphemy of any God.”
More anon. E. P. Goodsell.

New Haven, Conn.

THE GREED OF GAIN.

Tho frenzied efforts men have been
making in the past few years to become,
cach, a Colossus inwealth, savor far more
of insanity than tho doings of rational
beings.

Not content to wait forfortuno through
earnest application to some legitimate bus-
iness, they grasp at fabulous sums and en-
deavor to astound the world by the vast-
ness of their operations: they would “ pile
Ossa upon Pclion,” not to reach the skies,
but the summit of their ambition.

Is there compensation in the possession
of large and growing means to the nan
who has sacrificed everything, but life, to
secure it; is not the well to do man far
richer than ho who is grasping his thous-
ands aday'l The former, serene and con-
tent with sufficient gains, is spared the
harassing and exciting game of chance
that tho large speculator isplaying, sweat-
ing drops of blood as ho sees the tables
turning, and all his accumulations going
down. Is itworth a man’s while to give
up every chance for repose of mind, and
the approval of conscience, to gain the
wealth that never yet brought happiness;
particularly, whoro it wes sought with tho
view of purchasing wordly distinction,
and of placing its possossor upon so high a
pinacle that his fellow crcaturos,—unless
they were equally elevated—could notap.
proach him?

Who that knows the value of warm,
true hearts, and the friendly grasp of the
hand of his fellow man, would covet the
isolation of tho grandeur of riches, where
the sympathy that flows from tho human
breast never comes, and where hearty
greotings aro chilled by the formaltios and
state inaugurated by wealth, before whoso
door tho humble, poverty-stricken brother
tremblingly stands, knocking for admit-
tance.

Is it desirable to be cut off from tho
many blessings that tho lowly get—for
money cannot purchase the treasures of
tho heart—and bo able to command noth-
ing more than afictitious homage, acring-
ing, servile submission to tho gold one
hes gained, bosidotho dazzling splendor of
which ho, as a man, is wholly eclipsed,
and whoso value, (if stripped of it) would
not purchase a recognition from these gold
adulators, that bowed in worship while



itlasted ? Is man, blinded by his wealth,
always to be the dupe of it ; and take for
granted that this assumed deference, this
seeming respect is called forth by his own
intrinsic merit? llo had scon tho hollow-
ness of it long before sudden fortune in-
flated his brain and his purse, and laughed
at tho egotism and conccit of tho possess-
or, saying in his heart, “Thou fool; ” and
now, to stand convicted before the world
of tho same folly, shows the bewildering
influence of rapid gains and its power to
obliterate former things, as well as former
friends.

Let us look at tho heart-hardening ef-
fect of Jong years of application to the
achieverment of wealth, during which, this
greed of gain has been silently undermin-
ing tho most noble part of man’s nature,
fitting him to bo nothing more than an au-
tomatic calculator of dollars and cents;
and now that his accumulations have as-
sumed gigantic proportions, and he, pe-
cuniarily, in tho best possible condition to
aid his needy and suffering fellow mortals,
that organ, the heart, is entirely petrified,
and he could not feel, if he would. The
emotions of sympathy and benevolence
are strangers to him, and selfishness reigns
where these should abound.

It is enough for him to know that ho
and his aro boyond tho reach of that
gnawing wolf, hunger, tho pinching blight
ofcoldrhis mind is not troubled about
tho poor ; ifthoy havo no firo, it is not his
concern— hois warm; and if they have
not sufficient food, what matter - he dines
sumptuously. 1f sickness sits at the fam-
ished board he knows it not, for his days
aro passed inadding up the interest of his
gold bearing bonds, and superintending
the disposition of his easy flowing gains;
ifthore is a deficit, ho is stirred by appro
hensions of some overhanging disaster,
that may wrench from him his dearly
bought treasures, into which ho poured the
life blood of his heart, as ho scraped to-
gether, year after year, this towering mass
of accumulated wealth, that promises to
prove a millstone around his neck, to drag
him to unfathomable darkness in the life
to come, where hehas laid up no capital to
start with, and whore he will find himself
poor indeed, and poorer still, in good
deeds.

What do the owverburdenod with this
world's goods know about humanity,—
their sufferings, their needs, or their un-
developed capacities, that lie dormant of-
ten for want of aid to bring them out ? Do
thoy lie awake in the night, planning the
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judicious distribution of their surplus in-
come, laying plans to clothe, feed, and
care for the poor? They should resolve
to take as their portion, a certain number
and aidthem, by placing them in a posi-
tionto help themselves by giving or find-
ing thememployment; or, may be, furnish
asmall capital to the trustworthy to start
in some remunerative business, that they
may become self-supporting. Their hearts
should glow with tho desire to prove by
their deeds that they aro one of the same
family, as these needy ones, and that thoy
rejoice in their ability to help them. If
this be thecase, their coffers have not
been filled in vain, and their self approval
will constitute their greatest pleasure,their
soul growth, their highest good ; for deeds
of benevolence expand tho heart, blessing
thegiver, aswell as the receiver.
Mrs. S. E. catdwerr.

A SEANCE IN NEW YORK.
EditorLightin the West:

While in New York City, last week, |
attended Mrs. Williams' Saturday after-
noon seance, ( March-27 )and although it
was rainy, there wore about a dozen sit-
ters. We had a fine seance, and about
tho first form that came out, was my beau-
tiful spirit guide, Ella. | went up and
talked with her and received a message.
My mother and daughter also came, but
not outside the cabinet. E. Y. Wilson
showed himself splendidly, and spoko to
friends others came and were recognized.
There cannot be enough said in praise of
Mrs. M. E. Williams, as a materializing
medium, and a grand and nobta worker
in the cause of humanity. The children’s
Lyceum, which is hold in hor parlors, bids
fair to spread into a great work.

I would also say a word in behalfoftho
Theodore Parker Spiritual Conference,
which meets at Mrs. Wallaco's paxdors,
961 Sixth Avenue, every Saturday evening.
It opens with singing and invocation;
then comes discussion, or remarks upon
some subject of interest to the cause, in
which nearly all take part, and every-
thing in tho best of feeling for the interest
of tho cause, closing with singing and tests
by tho mediums present. All go away
feeling that it was good to be there. If
itwill not trespass on your timo too much,
I will mention tho grand, good time at
tho anniversary mooting, Sunday p. m. at
tho Grand Opera House Hall, at which
were present two of tho Fox Sisters.  The
rappings could be distinctly heard, all

lover the Hall. Tho exorcises consisted of
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music, recitations and addresses, the|speak-
ers being Honry Bowon, J. J. Moore, Mrs.
Rathburn, Mrs. Stryker, Mrs. Brigham and
others, each having words of cheer ad
comfort for this noble work, and a dcsiro
to cast tho truth broadcast for tho benofit
of all humanity. The meeting closed with
singing the “ Sweet By and Bye.”

N. H. Eddy.

Written for Light in the West.
THE *“ EVIL ONE” AND HIS MISSION.

Wo talk of God—the soul of good—
In all our ablest teaching,
The height so little understood
Toward which we're ever reaching
Remember yet, and n’er forget
While towers we may be winning,
The structure grand can never stand
Without an underpinning.

And while for growth from day to day,
W e need the high ideal

Toward which we ever make our way
Through shadows ever real;

"Twould be but vain a step to gain
Toward life’s high consummation,

Did we not make each stride we take
A sure and firm foundation.

W hat seemeth good to us this year
By next may be an evil,

And thus, the God we worshiped here
May there become our devil.

'Tis thus we grow the truth to know,
And hold it in possession,

The good outgrown is a stepping stone
To aid us in progression.

Supposing all the world were good,
And every thing perfection,

All life’s wisdom understood,
Without the least reflection,
That every soul had reached its goal,

And with its God was blending ;
Would that not be to you and me
Of life the final ending ?

Oh, what we havo of holy lighf,
Tho sacred gleams of hoaven,

The knowledge clear to mortal sight,
Experience has given.

The false and low we only know
When broken is its fetter,

And thus we climb to heights sublime
By building toward the better.

And if we thank our God for life
For goodness gained from evil,
-For peace attained from mortal strife,
Then why not thank our devil ?
Since even we would cease to be
Progressing, life's best glory,
If all the wrong, life's way along,
Were taken from the story.

In this great universe of ours
With all its vast resourcos,
We see two ever working powers
Two correlating forces ;
And oach depends and over blends
With its opposing brother,
And neither one had e’or begun
Its work, without the other.
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And while wg soek the purer air
And on the mountain rally,
Remember it could not be thore
Were it not for the valley.
So, as we learn to good distern,
Let us never be despising
The denser shade, whose power to aid
Makes possible the rising.

Now while we claim the good and true,
The God,—oft worshiped blindly—
Has e’er a holy work to do,
To make the world more kindly ;
The evil still its place must fill,
To bettor man’s condition,
And all the way from day to day
The evil has a mission.
North Collins. N. Y. Emma Train.

WHY | BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.

Editor Light in the w est:— Having been an investi-
gator of the different religions and beliefs of the world, in-
cluding spiritualism, for a period of more than forty years,
I think I have discovered some light; so, feeling that it
would be wrong for me to *hide my light under a bushel,’ 1
propose to write a series of articles, giving an account of the
developement of my mind in its various stages, caused by
the different arguments and phenomena | have met with.

This chapter wiK be tlift first of the series, and the o'liers
will follow in each issue of your paper, to the extent of,
perhaps, twenty chapters. B. 0. J.
D. C., March 30 1886.

lii order to show the reader the true state of
my mind on religious topics, some forty years
ago, it will be necessary to state, that | was
brought lip by my parents in strict orthodoxy.
My sainted mother, for whom | have always
had the greatest love, and veneration, was so
thoroughly, so utterly orthodox, that almost
anything was a sin. Indeed, she believed
that humanity was *“ totally depraved,” and
that we were as prone to do evil, as were the
‘sparks tolly upward.” Our Sunday began on
Saturday night, and held on, with unremitting
rigor until time to retire Sunday night. This
time was spent as follows: Repeating the
Shorter Catechism on Saturday night, and
family prayers before going to bed; in the
morning, grace at breakfast, prayers, Sunday
School at nine o'clock, Church at eleven,
grace at dinner, church at two o'clock, with
Sunday talks, on behaviour on the Lord's day,
between times.

If any of the children happened to forget and
puckered his mouth into a whistle, or a stanza
of a Negro minstrel ditty, he was immediately
hauled over the coals, and threatened with the
fiery furnace, seven times heated. Indeed,
we were constantly told, that but for Jesus
Christ's dying on the cross for us, we should all
have gone to hell; that our chances were very
slim anyway, unless God happened to take a
liking to us, and “ called us;” that we could
do nothing of ourselves ; that if we didn't try,
we were sure to be damned, and if we did tryt
we might be damned anyway.

Sunday evening’s preaching was generally
the climax of all that was gloomy and horrible.
The psalms, and hymns, and prayers, and ser-
mon—all smelt of brimstone and eternal tor-

W ashington,
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ment. By tho time the sermon had been dis-
cussed at home, and exagerated, if possible,
in all its horrors, tho children were ready for
bed; to dream of devils, with horned heads-
forkeil tails and cloven feet, superintending
the endless punishment by fire, of children, as
Jonathan Edwards expressed it, “ not a span
long.” *

Need | say that Sunday was a day of hor-
rors, not only to me, but to all the children of
the family ? And when, even at the early age
of ten years, reason would try to assert itself,
and we would ask certain questions, they were
crowded back upon us. We were told that we
must have “ faith,” and that “ he that believ.
eth, shall be saved, but he that believeth
not, shall be damned,” or “is damned al-
ready,” so that we had no alternative but to
believe; hoping thereby, to be saved from an
eternal hell, and taken into aheaven in which,
according to accounts, it would be infinitely
more irksome to live for all eternity, than even
in the Sunday just described.

All these things were revolved through my
mind. The idea of a just and beneficent God
sending myriads of the creatures, of His own
creation, to an endless hell, seemed so at vari-
ance with the other attributes He was claimed
to possess, that my very sold revolted at it.
Still, the dark pall of eternal death had been
so ground into my very beina;, that a settled
melancholy brooded over my mind, and | felt
as one doomed; not because of any act I my-
self had committed, but because | happened
to be ason of Adam and Eve, and was con-
sequently caught in bad company, though
through no act, or volition of my own. | read
the Bible and New Testament through and
through, hard words, cbscene words, and all,
and tried to derive some comfort, or consola-
tion from them; but there was too much of it,
and too contradictory, and while I did not
dare to throw it down and rebel, or repudiate
any part of it, | was not satisfied. After read-
ing parts of it over in the evening, before re-
tiring, |1 would go out into the open air, and
before God and the constellations of the stars,
with uncovered head, | would call on God for
tho truth, and say to myself, “ If He talked
with the Israelites of old, why could He not
talk to us of modern times: are we any worse
than they, and do we not need his guidance
as well as they?”

About this time, my sainted mother died.
She had lived an exemplary life, had believed
implicitly all the dogmas, and confession of
faith, of the old Scotch Covenanter Church;
and | said to her, a fe n hours before she died,

Mother, do you feel hopeful, and satisfied
that you are going to Heaven?” *“ Yes, |
hope that through the blood of Christ I may
be saved.” “ Yes; but mother,” Isaid, “ you
have tried to live the life of a Christian, and
have taught your children the same: now do
you not feel sure of going to heaven?” *“ No
my son,” she answered, “ | do not feel sure:
I can only say that | hopeto be saved, through

saved with me. Oh, if I only knew that, |
could die happy.” And the last thing she
said, when in the throes of dissolution, was:
“ Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.”
Then | thought, Oh God, arethese all the con-
solations Thou hast to give those who have
been Thy devoted followers, all through life?
Are these the ouly consolations of the Christian
religion, at the hour of death,—to be sur-
rounded with darkness, and doubt?

I was frantic at the dea'h of my mother, for
I loved her devotedly, and was ready to tear
asunder the veil that intervened between my-
self and her, to know if it was well, or ill with
her. Again and again, | appealed to the Bible
and New Testament, and while one passage of
it consoled me, another cast meinto the depths
of despair. Tho thoughtpreyed upon my mind
that if my mother, who had lived up to all the
ordinances of the Church, lived a life of self
denial for her children, with charity for all
and enmity for none in the world, had to go
down to thegrave in uncertainty, if not doubt,
what was religion worth; for surely the uncer-
tainty and doubt of being saved, that attends
a belief in the truly orthodox, adds very little
confort to the life here. Here again my very
soul cried out for light and help. I had be
gun to feel desperate, and dared to think that
somewhere, great injustice had been done the
human race.

About this time ,(1851; 1
take up a daily paper,

happened(?) to
and read about the
rappings” that were said to take place in the
presence of the “ Foxgirls,” spelling by the
alphabet etc., and as 1 had to go east before a
great while, I determined to s5them, at all

hazards. Accordingly, | presented myself
before them, in Hydsville, and requested a
sitting. Sufficeitto say, | received amessage,

spelled out by pointing the pencil at one after
the other of the letters of the alphabet, and as
the letter needed by the intelligence to make
up the word, was reached, the raps would in-
dicate itby making two raps;or if not one rap.
| remember the medium, Miss Fox, afterwards
Mrs. Kane, talked with other persons in the
room, while I held the pencil on the various
letters, and heard the raps when they, (sup-
posed to be the spirits) wanted the letter to
make up the word. To show that my own
mind could have had nothing to do with it,
| frequently thought, as the word was being
spelled out, that some other word was in-
tended.

The communication purported to come
from my mother, but was badly spelled and,
aside from the name, was only such as any
person might write or dictate: but the manner
of communicating, and the thorough examin-
ation | made, satisfied me, for the time being
at least, that here was adoor, attempted to bo
opened for communication, between the other
world and this. My mind was just in tho con-
dition of the “ Prodigal son” —I was so hun-
gry for some light, something that would sat-
isfy tho soul, that I faiu would have filled niy-

His grace, and that my dear children will be | selfwith the husks of truth,



When | returned home, | felt quite satisfied,
thinking | had made a grand discovery, and
that not only the rest of my family, but my
minister as well, would greatly appreciate it,
and rejoice with me. Butimagine iny cha-
grin, when on my broaching the subject to my
pastor, and showing him |he purported com-
munication, ho stormed and raved at it, and
called it the work of the Devil. “ But,” said
I, “ the language of the communication does
not sound like the work, or words of the devil.

It says, ‘My son, | am permitted to come to
you, and tell you thatlife is immortal. Go on,
and investigate. Light is ahead for you.’"’

lie said, “ Don’t we all know that life is im-
mortal ; and besides, the Bible contains all the
revelation we need, or will ever have. Does it
not say, in the last of the book of Revelations,
that ‘whoso addeth or taketh away from this
book, his part shall be taken away from the
life everlasting’? Oh, no, if you don’t want to
lose your own soul, you had better notgo near
or pay any attention to such things, they are
of the Devil. “Yes,”’ | said, “but Saulwent to
the witch of Endor, ami she called up Samuel
for him, and Saul was told the truth.” “ Ah
yes, but Saul was killed, for all that, for diso-
beying God.” And so, | wasthrown down the
hill again, without aray of hope. All my rel-
atives utterly repudiated the message, as not
coming from my sainted mother; for, they
argued, she is more happily and better em-
ployed than in coming back and rapping,
through a table, about something we all know
from the Bible, without the necessity of her
coming back. So | settled down again into
forebodings, gloom and despair; but with a
loathing for pure and unalloyed orthodoxy, in
spite of all my fears, that preyed upon me,
night aud day. My friends began to say, “ Spir-
tualism has unsettled his mind; heis going
crazy. That’s what comes of Spiritualism.”
For Spiritualism, by this time, had become
much talked of, and while some investigated
it, with asincere desire for the truth, many
very many, made it the butt of their ridicule,
or aplaything. Others used it as a means in
their hands, to cheat and deceive those who
came to consult them, they either being me-
diums or claiming to bo such. While some
were investigating in the quietrecess of their
own households, and receiving high, moral
and intelligent communications; others were
receiving communications utterly contradic-
tory and unreliable, from some cause at that
time unknown, but which long since has been
explained.

Up to thattime, the phenomena was thought
to have no claims on scientific principles as
governing it, nor, in fact, any status of any
kind. Al that was claimed for it was, that
spirits did communicate,* and that it was a
kind of “ Go as you please ” religion. At this
time | was still down in the depths but was
not willing to let go of the slender thread con_
necting mewith the unseen world. | went to
anumber of public seances, hoping to get some
light on the subjectthat was so preying on my
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mind; but the improper manner of conducting
a circle and the unpleasant, if not discordant
elements there, made the meetings disagree-
able and the communications often unreliable
and unsatisfactory. Occasionally however
a communication would come, giving a line
test, carrying truth and conviction on its face.
At this period, the majority of those who were
investigating in public, and had become be-
lievers in spirit intercourse, received it with
gladness, as freeing them from the thraldom
of the Church, and the terrors of damnation.
Alltoo many of them, however, having thrown
off that restraint, rushed into “free love,” and
other equally demoralizing practices. Not
having advanced far enough to reach the phil-
osophy and higherteachings of Spiritualism,
they remained satisfied with mere phenomena.
It is greatly to be regretted, that so many
stop by the wayside to-day, and never enter
the realms of the true philosophy of Spiritu-
alism.

But | am anticipating my subject, as | wish
to lead my readers along the devious paths
and quicksands over which | have trod, and
then leave them to their own conclusions. In
the year 1867, my mind was still in perplexity,
darkness and doubt, and | would often think
of myself aud say, “ Oh, you have left the only
means of salvation: the Devil is leading you
astray. Do you think you know more than
the many great minds, who have written whole
commentaries on the Bible, and the divinity
of Christ? And can’t you see that the commu-
nications are not reliable? Look at those
through whom they come. They are not ofyour
set at all, nor arc they up to the ordinary
class of intelligence.” | would go nearly wild
with a desire to know the truth; and to make
the matter worse, | had nota friend in the
world, to whom | could confide the thoughts
that were well nigh undermining my reason
and among other nightmares, that were haunt-
ting me, day and night, was the dread that
| was going crazy. To make tho matter worse,
my little fortune, during the shrinkage of that
year, 1807, had slid out from nuder me, and
| was left comparatively penniless.

While in this condition and out of health,
one of my brothers said to me, “ Why in
the h----- don’t you go to work; what’s the
matter with you?” But the time had not come
for me to go physically to work, and mentally,
| had all the work, and more, than | could do.
Still, |1 found employment of a nature that
somewhat diverted my mind, and threw me
into the company of afamily that were all, to
greater or less extent mediums, not public
mediums, yet were ostracised because they be-
lieved in the phenomena. | thoughtthis agood
place to try and get the truth, and while
I never had opened, my mind to any of them,
as to the state of my thoughts 0!l the subject
of Spirtualism, | asked if any of them ever
sat for communications. The mother, awoman
of sixty, or more said that theirlittle girl, aged
sixteen, sometimes did. | requested thatthey
call herin, and she was sent for, 00 the dining-
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room, where she was putting away the dishes,
and seemed quite taken back, when | asked
her to sit, and see if we could get anything.
| expected, as was usual at that time, that if
any communication came, it would be by raps,
such as | had seen before, but to my surprise
after sitting afew minutes with paper and a
pencil loosely in her hand, she gave afew
shudders, and seemed to pass into an uncon-
scious state. Then the following communica-
tion was written out, by herhand, and whether
through the instrumentality of her brain or
not, of course | have no means of knowing
positively, buther apparently trance condition,
and all the other evidences, were againstit:

Mr Friend When a person dies, and the
spirit takas its flight to another world, that other
world is a sphere ; and if the person on earth wag
good, he goes to the higher sphere But if he
was evil minded, and broke the laws of truth
and justice, he goes to the first sphere, which is
the only Hell there is. And could mortals see
the utter misory and despair, that those who dwell
there have to endure, it would be sufficient to
keep them from doing wrong, and they would
ever strive to do right.

The sufi'‘ering of the mind, instead of fire and
brimstone, is all that is needful. Those spirits
remain there, in this first, or undeveloped con-
dition, or sphere, until they seek, or desire to
progress. Then there are always those, who are
looking and seeking, whoro thoy may do good,
and with this desire on the part of tho fallen ones,
there comes one, who t aches them the way to a
higher and purer life, just as your teachers in-
struct your children in tho primary principles of
an education.

When those undeveloped spirits find they can
loave and take possession of a gross, imnjo al or
othorwiso undeveloped person in earth life, who
is mediumistic, they eagerly sieze the opportu-
nity ; for they are glad 'o get away from the
torturing, tormenting scenes, where they find
ihomsolvos immediately after death, as you call
it. Children aro very tusceptible to such influ-
ences, because they havo nottho judgmont, nor
aro they as positive to evil, as they become in »f-
tor life, if the> aro properly taught. After those
wayward or evil spirits, so called, visit a medium
for a greater, or shortor time, thoy loarn that
there is away l'or them to dovolope out of that
place, or condition, and they aro al o taught how
to progress.

Many of your strictest church members remain
in this first sphere, for hundreds of years, before
they willsee they were wrong, and seek for light.
It often takes a vast number of years to undo
what many did hero on earth.

Your friends may sneer at you, and profess to
regret that you have “ thrown yourself away.”
Think not of tliat; pity them Think not that
you are going to bo led ajtray ; as you know your
own faults, striv* to overcome them, and you
will never strive alono. Think of those higher
and nobler 0110s, and thoy will g ddo and guard
you. You aro in tho right, keep straight for-
ward, and you shall win the crown at last. Hut
you must not think too much of this, to you, new
and beautiful subject: your mind must gather
strength, and if you want to advance surely,
sou must go slowly. Think of this subject and
of others as well, for we do not wantyou to in-
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jure yourself by thinking t ointently on any one
subject. Wo have awork for you to perform,
and wo do not want you to injure yourself.

Now you would like to havo mo toll you my
name ; [| had expressed a desire to know who
dictated tho communication ] but you would not
know, if | should write it. All | want is, that |
may convince you that you are in the straight
and narrow path, which will surely load you to
a bette", and happier life on earth ; and in the
spirit world, to one of such perfect and exquisite
happiness, ‘asit hath not ontored into heart of
man to conceive.’

(to bk continued.)

THE SOUL.

Occult Word: The soul aspires and respires
exactly like the body It appires what it be-
lieves is happiness, and respires ideas that are
the results of its inward sensations. Sick souls
have abad breath and vitiate their moral atmos
phere, thatis to say, convey to the Astral Light
that penetrates th m, impure reflects and estab-
lish therein deleterious currents. We are <omo-
whut astonished, while in society, to be assailed
by evil thoughts that we had never entertained,
and we know not that they belong to somo mor-
bid neighborhood. This secretis ofgreat impor-
tance for it leads to the manifestations of con-
science. The magn tic respiration produces
around the soul an aura of which itis the aentre,
and it surrounds itself with the reflects of its
own works, which make unto it a heaven or a
hell. There arr no solitary actions and thoro can
bo no hidden ones ; all that we really will, that
is, all that «e confirm by our actions remains
written in the Astral Light where aro preserved
our reflects ; those roflects constantly influonc
our minds through the diaphanous, and it is
why wo become and remain tho child of our
works.

Written for Light in the West.
WOMAN'S INFLUENCE.

The influence of woman in the past eras of
civilization has been confined largely to the
bending of the twig, during the childhood of
the man, and no doubt thatinfluence was very
great, for good or evil, in many cases. Still
she has been kept in the background, and in
some countries almost entirely out of sight, as
unfit to take any partin public life, or even
to follow in_the wake of stronger minds, so
called.

That woman has a more delicate organiza-
tion, aliner strung nervous system, and more
acute perception, there can be no doubt; but
why they should unfit her for taking part in
the management of the affairs of the outside
world is not clear, unless it be that she has
beensolong relegated to the cares of the house-
hold and the bringing up of Children, as being
more fitting her physical powers of endurance,
while in other cases she is held as a mere toy
or an ornament, to be exhibited only on state
occasions, or held for the use, and too often the
abuse, of her lord and master, the self styled
“ Lords of creation.”

But education and free thought are doing
their work, awl woman is beginning to de-
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mand that she be put in her piT>per place,
by the side of man, in all that pertains to there-
sponsibilities, and higher walks oflife. And
why should she be denied it? She has shown,
whenever she has had the same opportunities
of advancement, that she is able to cope with
man, mentally and intellectually, and as these
great moral powers from the present era, are
to rule the world, and not brute force, it is now
high time that woman should be recognized
as the equal of man in all that pertains to the
higher faculties of our nature. Her impulses
are better, and higher, and finer than man’s
on all subjects calculated to benefit society
and the race. And we may setit down as an
accomplished fact, whenever woman gets the
ballot into her hands, from that day forward
drunkenness will have met its bitterestfoe one
thatwill hunt it down, as the rabid dog is
now hunted in our streets. Woman has suf-
fered too much from that demon of destruction
of the happiness of mankind, and the de-
stroyer of the household and hearth.

Too often has the broken hearted mother
been cheated out of the husband’s hard
earned wages, by the foul fiend, that not only
robbed her of the means necessasy to provide
bread for her children, but robbed her of the
love and sympathy of a once tender and
ing husband.

lov-

Those things are not forgetten, they are only
too fresh in the memory of legions of broken
hearted mothers, who will be only too glad to
search the snake in the many dens, where he
has been licensed to hold high carnival; in
the dens, under, and aboveground.

Yes, man’s inhumanity to man makes count-
less thousands mourn, but the dayis dawning,
when woman will come to tho rescue, and she
will be found to exert an influence onthe mor-
als of society far transcending anything ever
felt before.

When the liquor traffic is banished from the
land, or only sold under perscriptions and
over a physician’s signature and all under oath,
then we may tear down nine tenths of our pris-
ons, and poor houses, and a gallows will be
almost unknown. We ask yon, is not this
worth aiming for, is not this worth striving
for? When that is accomplished, the better
impulses of man’s nature will then come to the
front and “ Peace and good will to man” will
be the rule instead of make all you can, out of
man. As itis now it is the gospel of theft
Open the gates wide and let woman in; too
long has she been kept as aplay thing, or, as
the drudge of the household.

When woman is afforded an opportunity to
expand her intellect and to think, and act, for
herself, then, we will have arace, not of phy-
sical but of intellectual giants. For is it nota
well established fact, that the male children
resemble the mother more than the father in
intellect. When wc study the laws governing
the heredity of children, as critically as we do
now that of animals, we will have a more in-
telligent and harmonious offspring and less
wars and bloodshed, and all this can, and will

be accomplished when woman, brought up
into her proper sphere, stands side by side
with man.
“ ‘The world does move,” Galileo said ;

Shall persecution slop or stay it?

It moves,—to grander destiny led!

Shall scoffs retard,—shall snoois delay it ?

Tho car of progress hurries on ;

In vain man’s puny arm is lifted !

The battles of the right are won ;

The chaff from out the wheat is sifted.

Perish the solfishiv ss and sin

That spoils the earth our common mother.

Usher the joyful era in®

When all the wcrld love one another!”

A PLEASANT MEETING.

We receive with pleasure the following
account of the last meeting of tho Wiscon-
sin State Association of Spiritualists, and
would bo glad to hear from others:

Light in the West :

The quirt- rly meeting just held in Milwaukoo
was asuccess financially, as well asintollectuajly
and spiritually considered. The speakers wore
Mrs. S. E. Warner Bishop, John L, Potter, of
Wisconsin, and Mrs L. A. Pearsall of Michigan,
(all inspirational) and first class, too. A variety,
and yet the most perfect harmony, prevailed
throughout. Dr. Juckett of Elgin, lllinois, and
Mrs. L. M. Spencer of Milwaukee, gave public
tests Delegates from Chicago and Elgin,lllinois,
Green Bay, Fondjdu Lac, Genova Lako.Genossoe,
Wauekesha, Palmyra, Weyanwega, Rio, Ran-
dolph, Ripon, Black River Falls, Omro, Sheboy-
gan and Livingston, Grant County, Wisconsin,
were in attendance. A. C and W. A. McCoslin
furnished the fine vocal music. The hall was
very nicely and appropriately decorated, with
flowers and mottoes for the occasion by the Mil-
waukee friends, through the indefatigable offorts
of Mrs. L. M. Spencer, who is doing afine busi-
ness as clairvoyant and business medium. Tho
only disagreeable feature was the determination of
the reporters to misrepresent tho sp akors and
proceedings in the daily papers. The next meet-
ing will undoubtolly bo hold in the same hall,
sometime in June next ; due notice of which will
be give i in the Spiritual andLiberal, as well as
the local papers of tho State.

Dr. J. C. Phillips, Sec'y.
Omro, Wis., Mar. 29 ’86.

A PLEA FOR NEWSBOYS.

Poor little Jo. Doyle is dead. He was anews-
boy, helping his mother by selling papers, and on
Saturday aSutler street car wounded him to death.
He had stopped on the platform tooft'er his paper,
when, as hesaid, “agreat brute of aman ’ pushed
him off, and the unthinking wheels crushed his
little bones and tender fle h. Before he criel at
th esight of his own blood flowing, ho scroame 1,
‘Oh, my mother !” Little Jo is beyond tho
further brutality of man, wliilo tho croature who
pushed him into eternity still infests tho earth.
It is time that this cruelty to newsboys should
cease. They aro pushed and kicked whilo they
ply their trade, as if thoy had no bodies to suffor
nor souls to save, when, in truth, they are usually
manlyhearted fellows, immeasurably theeuperior
ofthe strong man who smile them.—Alta Califor-
nia.
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TIIE WHITE SLAVE.

Oh, yes, loan back in your easy chair, and
w tch tho smoko, as it gracefully wreaths and
curls ovor your head, from a Havana or Cuban
cigar. Yea, go to tho club and or.lor a bird sup-
per, for yourself and friends ; go to the opera, in
a suporb turnout, with tho ono you hope to make
your own, and who you now think too dainty, f r
her feet to touch the ground.

Take adrive to tho park on Sunday, and Sun-
day ovo ing take your fiancee to a fashionable
Church, and for appearanco sake, throw adollar
into the open baskot as it is passed around. Then
on Monday, go down to afurnishing store and
seo how low you can crowd down tho price of a
dozen shirts; and whon you have succooded,
come out, and congratulate yourself on how

cheaply you have bought them, and straig' tway
walk into a corner cigar store an | indu go in an
extra box of the highest priced cigars.

Do you know what you have been doing ? You
have, in the last half hour, ground down, though
indirectly, in the price of those shirts, some poor
heart-broken, over worked woman, who made
them. Do you know at what price shirts are
now made? |If not, we will enlighten you.
Fifty cents a dozen, or four cents apiece—

Time was, when monied men

Helped the poor, now and then,

But how the times have changod—
The laws aro so arranged,

That iho rich continue, growing rich,
While the poor must starve and stitch !
Lower, and still lower go,

In Summer’s heat and Winter’s snow
The poor man’s wages ; while the rich
Monopolist, crowds him in the lowest ditch.
Oh, injustice! Oh, for shame !

Is liberty an empty mime ?

Is it liberty, to starve to death—

Is liberty, an empty breath ?

Weep Columbia, wring your hands,
That corporations stole your lands,

W hile honest labor has to bow,

To corporations, Oh so low !

They stand erect, in pompous pride,
The Government and court defied.

But let Monopolists take cars ;

Tho Government is the people, here.
As often of the gods 'twas said.
‘Whom they destroyed they first made mad.’
Amen, athousand times, amen,

Let good gods their work begin.

TALKING WITH THE DEAD.

“Ten years ago. when | was the pastor of
tbe Church of the Il deemer, on State street,
in Alb tny, | was requested by the 6u day-
school Superintendent and one of the trustees
of that church to accompany them to a sitting
with Charles b'oster, who was at that time so-
journing at the neighboring city of Troy. We
arrived at his reception parlors according to
appointment, wnich, in consequence of the
public demands upon his time, had to be made
in advance. Our minds were at that time in
very decided antagonism with the super-mun-
dane claims of modern Spiritualism, and we
mutually determined notto be tricked. My
companions were gentlemen holding leauing
positions and rated in Albany as shrewd ard
successful business men. We made certain
preconcerted arrangements, one of which was
that we would use our own paper to write on.
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We were all strangers to Mr. Foster and he to
us. and on entering bis presence we exchanged
glances whiob were intended to be as expres-
sionless and void as possible.

“Having received permission to use our own
paper | took out of mywaist coat pocket anum-
ber of pellets (ten in all) rolled up to a uni-
form size and shape, and put them on the
table at which we sat. This table was small,
uncovered, and of the form of a right-angled
parallelogram, supported by four legs, one at
each corner, at one of which Mr. Foster sat,
looking apparently as blank and, to my thought
at that time, as stupid as any face | ever saw.
Presently his countenance underwent a com-
plete alteration and his whole frame visibly
shivered, dispersing the stolid insensibility
which uo to this time of ourinterview we were
able to maintain. Neither of my companions
knew tbe name 1had written on one of the
folded pellets which rested in alittle heap on
the table.

“Mr. Foster then took the whole of the pel-
letf in one hand, and dropping them one by
one, he retained one between his finger and
thumb, after which he said: ‘There is a name
written on this, and aspirit over six feet high
stands by my side who says the name is his,’
and Mr. F. looking at me continued, ‘lie it
your brother.” | asked, what is his name? Mr
P. then dropped the pellet, and drawing up
the sleeve of his coat and shirt, he said. 'It is
written there,ldisplaying his naked arm with
the name'Trevor,” which | had written at home
on the paper pellet in distinct, blood-red marks
across the arm!

One of my companions then took the drop-
ped pellet from the table, and ope iing it saw
and read tbe name ‘Trevor’ as | had written
it.

“Then followed details und incidents, to-
together with the date of the death and burial
of my brother Trevor, who departed this life
in Lismore, County Waterford, Ireland, over
thirty years before the facts herein stated took
place.

Tests not so striking, but satisfactory to
my companions, were also given, so that on
ourreturn journey to Albany each ofus felt
that we had passed through an experience
which completely overthrew our opinions and
ideas concerning Charles Foster and the theo-
ries which he represented.

“ In the foregoing statement | have omitted
the physical manifestation, such as anwers to
questions by raps on the table, the floor andi
in short, wherever they were required by the
medium in answering questions.

“ All these manifestations are being super-
seded by still higher and more wondrous phe-
nomena in manifestations which f > want of a
better term are called materializations, of the
truth of which | and all the grown members of

my famiiy have bad unquestionable evidence
h aving separately and together ut.der very
distinct and extraordinary tests spoken face
to face and eye to eye with our beloved de-
parted ones, whom we now know to be in near
and living communion with us.

“This great and irrefragible factis the light
and joy of our heme and a continual incentive
to a life founded on righteousness and truth.
Yet it is not the highest truth of the religion
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of Spiritualism. Mere phenomenalism unac-
companied by atrue and pure life is adeep and
dark curse that will bring nothing but misery
and degradation to those who cherish it or try
to use it for b-ise, selfish and ignoble purposes.
There are to-day tens of thousands of Spirt u-
alists both inside and outside of the churches
who feel and know this to be true, and wiso
mourn over the fact that the greatest obsta-
cles to tne spread of Spiritualism are phenom.
enalists whose lives are a continual violation
of social as well as divine laws.”

Charles L. Mccarthy, in EX.

M ATERIALIZED APPARITIONS.

Tho following wo quote from abook. Material-
ized Apparitions by E. A. Brackett: “Whon
Mesmor appeared in Paris, exhibiting his claims
to magnotism, he was ridiculed and treated as a
humbug. The French Academy of Science, af-
ter due consideration, pronounced mesmerism a
fraud. This was the more remarkable from the
fact that many of the experiments in mesmerism
are so simple that a child can demonstrate them
to the entire sati-faetion of any unprejudiced
person Many years afterward, in 1831. the
French Academy of Medicine, through a report
of its committee, reversed this decision.

“ So far as we know these are tho only efforts
that have been made, until within a few years,
bv any scientific association, to investigate this
class of phenomena. Both in Europe and th s
country it has been treatod with contempt, and
for moro than ahundred years condemned by a
pseudo-science as nothing more than a halluci-
nation produced by adiseased condition of body
or mind.

“1 was present at the Massachusetts Hospital
many years ago, when tho older Warren, knifo
in hand, made mock passages over his patient
ridiculing to his stulonts tho idea that any ono
could be entranced or rendered insensible to pain
by what was called mesmerism; and yet the ex-
istence of the mesmeric force or fluid is one of
tho most remarkablo discoveries over made. It
has been known for thousands of years by the
Hindoo philosophers as ‘the pure Agassa Fluid’
that penetrates and permeates all objects, whotlier
animate or inanimate. It controls the social re-
lations ; is tho secret of that influence which one
person exorts over another ; and is tho connect-
ing link between tho seen and tho unteen worlds,
enabling spirits, whether in or out of the fle h,
to produce all tho phenomena known as ‘spirit
manifestations.’

‘e |f we except the writings of Deleuze, T>-wn-
shend, Gregory, Dr. Eliiotson, and afew lesser
lights, mesmerism has been kept before tho pub-
lic mainly by a class of itinerantlecturers who,
despairing of a mo e considerate hearing, have,
in order to retain their hold on their audience,
degraded it to a mere burlesque.

“The history of mesmerism forms no excep-
tion to all dis ovories that havo market the pro-
gress of man from astate of barbarism to tho
present time. Tae old stubblo cho-os and pre-
vents tho new crop of grain, unless it has been
turned under. Tha acceptance ofanything with
which wo are notfamiliar depends moro upon the
mental condition produced by the preconceived
ideas than upon any evidence necessary to sus-
tain it. The progress of public opinion is like
the march of agreat army ; it camps at night



12t

upon ground occupied by its videttes in the
morning. When Spiritualism began to attract
attention, the opponents of mesmerism, not un-
derstanding its true character, abandoned their
hostility to it, and accepted it as an explanation
of the new phenomena. Mind-rearting, telepathy,
everything possible, was brought forward to ex-
plain away this supposed eviience of another
life. And in a somewhat different f'>rm, the
same thing is tiking place in regard to ma-

terialization.
“1f we eliminate from it the idea of spirits,

and attributo to manalorie this wonderful power,
we disarm scientific as well as soctarian opposi-
tion, and the possibilities of man, the influence
of mind over matter, become a legitimate subject
for study. But no matter how exhaustive your
investigations of materialization may have been,
the moment you suggest that spirits may have
something to do with it, it becomes unscientific,
and, in the judgment of certain persons who have
assumed the right to control public opinion, you
are instantly transformed from an honest student
into a ‘ crank’!

“In view of the obstacles that conservatism is
always throwing in the way of progress, one may
be pardoned for a certain kind of admiration for
cranks. They have, at least, the courage oftheir
convictions, and in this respect, if for nothing
more, may become popular, for the crowd always
throw up their hats, whether right or wrong, to
the plucky man.

“Is courage, then, so rare athing that we are
forced to applaud it even in the bulldog?

“Public opinion is tho despotism of arepublic.
It is as onishing what cowards it makes of decent
men ; the fear of being laughed at is the* terror
of society ; the assertion of manhood, the expres-
sion of an honest opinion, the love of truth,—
everything goes down before it.

“ My'ministerial neighbor throws theological
br ckbats at me because | choose to study a sub-
ject which he h > not the courage to face, and
whici', if not areality, he lied about in his last
funeral sermon, when he told the mourners that
their ‘dear friend is not dead, but still living
and hovering around them.’

“ Shall we allow these attacks, and not remind
him that, if he knows anything, he must know
that the Christian religion is an outgrowth of
paganism ; that there is not a cardinal point in
his theology that is not as old »s the Hi.idoo pa-
godas ; thai the idea of another life, imperfectly
oullined in the Bible, was taken from areligion
founded upon occult manifesletions; that He
whom he calls Lord and Master not only taught
healing by laying on of hands, but exemplified
materialization in the transfiguration on the
Mount, and in his bodily appearance to his dis-
ciples, after his death, in a room with closed

doors?
“ At every seance there are more or less clan-

destine visi ors, who shrink from letting their
best friends know anything about it. At one, |
met an old acquaintance, who was surprised to
find me there, and begged me not to ‘give him
away.” He had obtained a seat under an assumed
name, partially as atest, he said, but mainly 01!
account of his position in society ; he did not care
to be known to visit such places. In the course
of the seance, a beautiful female form came
briskly out into the middle of the room, and
stretching her arms toward him, said: ‘Father.’
As he did not respond, the controlling spirit
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calling him by name, said: ‘That lady is for
you’! He stepped forward, and, to his astonish-
ment, found that it was his daughter. He said
afterward that the recognition was perfect. This
was his first seance, and, unless materialization
becomes popular, it may be his Inst. That ho told
his wife about it there seems to be no doubt, as
she has been a frequent visitor ever since. |
fancy him in his dressing gown and slippers, re-
clining in his arm chiir, smokng his cigarette,
anxiously awaiting her return, that she may re-
late to him the touching manifestations of affec-
ti n she has recdved.

“ Traces of these phenomena have always, in
one form or another, been present in the world.
In India, for thousands ofyears, they have fur-
nishe 1the foundation of areligious belief, which,
like all other religions, has been perverted and
used as a means to blind and control the com-
mon people.

“The danger of its being accepted as authority
through a blind reverence for what is supposed
to be supernatural, instead of affectionate and
intelligent companionship, is sufficient reason
why its true import should be thoroughly under
stood. Whether it be apower in man, the laws
of which are unknown, or a direct emanation
from another life, it requires the most serious
consideration. Shall it receive the attention it
deserves, or shall we turn our backs on it, till
like arising tide, it overwhelms us with a flood
of ignorance and superstition ? It will not do to
ignore it; already its influence is sweeping far
and wide.

“ Scientists may sit supinely on the summit of
their intellectual conceit, insisting tnat it ‘will
not be. much of a shower’ ; still it swells and rolls
on, sapping and undermining the whole system
of social and religious thought. Socts and creeds
crumble in its pathway. Al hopes of ascientific
evidence of a life after death are centered in
these manifestations.

“Tb *issue is a plain one; there can be no mid-
dle ground. Either Spiritualism or Materialism
triumphs. Beal wiih it asyou may ; if it is from
the other side of life, it caunot be overthrown.
In some form or other it must be met.

“ Shall we not, in the interest of humanity and
ofwhat purports to be an important truth, lay
aside our pre-conceived notions and prejudices;
and treat this subject as we would any of the
common things of life, earnestly endeavoring to
get at its true meaning ?

“ Millions of honest people have witnessed
these things in their own homes, by their own
firesides. Against what they have seen and know
there is no argument.

“Time will show whethier the public have suf-
ficiently advanced to grapple healthily with ma-
terialism and its spiritual surroundings.”

THE NEW “BLANCHETTE.”

New York Tribune: “Planchetteis simply no-
where,” said a Western man at the Fifth Ave-
nue Hotel, “ compared with the new scheme for
mysterious communications thatis being used
out in Ohio. | know of wholo communit es that
are wild over the ‘talking board,” as some of them
call it. | have never heard any name for it.
But | nave seen and heard some of the most re-
markable things about its operation—things that
seemto pass all human comprehension or explan,
ation.”

“ What is the board like?’

* “ Give me a pencil and | will show you. The
first requisite is the operative board. It may be
rectangular, about 18 x 20 inches. It is in-

scribed like this :

i
(
YES. NO.

ABCDEFGHI1JKLMN

OPQIRSTUVWXYZ&, .

1
1234567890
j Good eve. Good-night.
“The ‘yes’ and the ‘no’ are to start and

stop the conversation. The ‘good-evening '’
and ‘good-night’ are for courtesy. Now a little
table three or four inches high is prepared with
four legs. Any one can make the whole appara-
tus in fifteen minutes with a jack-knife and a
marking brush. You take the board in your lap,
another person sitting down with you. You each
grasp the little table with the thumb and forefin-
ger at each corner next you. Then the question
is asked: ‘Are there any communications ?’
Pretty soon you think the other person is push-
ing the table. He thinks you are doing the same.
But the table moves around to ‘yes’ or ‘ no.
Then you go 0ll asking questions, and the an-
swers are spelled out by the leg of the table
resting on tho letters one after tho other. Some-
times the table will cover two lettors with its
feet and then you hang on and ask that the table
will be moved from the wrong letter, which is
done. Some remarkable conversations have
been carried on until men have become in a
measure superstitious about it. | know of agen-
tleman whoso family became so interested in
playing with the witching thing that 110 burned
it up. The same night he started out of town on
a business trip. The members of his family
looked for the board and could not find it. They
got a servant to make them anow one. Then
two of thom sat down and asked what had be-
come of the other table. Tho apswer was spelled
out, giving a name, ‘Jack burned it.” There
are, of course, any number of nonsensical and
irrelevant answers spelled out, but the workeis
pay little heed to thom. If the answers are rele-
vant they talk them over with asuperstitious awe.
One gentloman of my acquaintance told mo that
ho got a communication about a title to some
property from his dead brother which was of
great value to him. It is curious, according to
those who have worked most with the new mys-
tery, that while two persons are holding the ta-
ble athird person, sitting in the same room some
distance away, may ask the questions, without
even speaking them aloud, and the answers will
show they wore intended for him. Again, an-
swers will be returned to the inquiries of one of
the persons operating, when the othor can get no
answer atall. In Youngstown, Canton, Warren,
Tiffin, Mansfield, Akron, Elyria, and a number
of other places in Ohio, | heard that there was a
perfect craze over tho new planchette. Its use
and operation have taken tho place of card par-
ties. Attempts are made to verify statements
that are made about living persons, and in some
instances they have suc< eeded so well as to make
the inquirers st;U mors a\ye-stricken.’



SPECIAL NOTICES.

Wo invite attention to our Jan. 15 issue; in which
it may bo seen that we purchased, paid for and
absorbed tho only spiritualistic journal in the
city or in this region and thereby harmonized
with our own work the good will, not only of
that elder paper, but of its supporters, who, with-
out exception express themselves as being
entirely pleased.

SPECIMEN COPIES.

We will send aspecimen copy to any ono and
will take it as afavor to have list' of names with
addresses sentto us. Any person so receiving
tho paper will please accept it as an invitation to
send along the dollar and try us ayear.

CLUB RATES.

Wo aro asked about this and here again we
respond and say thatto any one who sends us
seven dollars and fifty cents for ten subscribers
wo will credit that person with one copy free,
ono year, as club agent. There are hundreds of
circles in which a person with alittle effort could
secure the required number of names in an
evening. Who will try ? Send usthe names you
want specimen copies sent to and we will help
you.

Any subscriber who does not receive the paper
by mail regularly and quickly after tho 1st and
I15th of each month, will do us afavor by writing
us a leiter or a postal card at once, stating what
is wanted.

WHO WILL HELP US.

Wo will send Light in the West, three

months to any person who will send us the

names and addresses of fifty persons who aro
Spiritualists, so that we may address and mail

them sample copies. Business Manager.

Tho Freethinker's Magazine for April con-
tains Thaddeus 13. Wakeman’s great speech on
The Political and Social Dreams of Thomas
Paine,” also, L. K. Washburn’s memorial address
on “The Life and Character of Elizur Wright.’

The Phrenological Journal and Science
Cf Health for April, 1886, presents a fine por-
trait ef John B. Gough—a biographical and
phrenological sketch kindly and appreciatively

written accompanies it. “ Language and
W eight” is the theme of No. 4 in the seriesof
“ Familiar Talks to Our Young Readers.” “A
New Doctrine of Evolution,” the “Servo Bul-

garian Strugglel (illustrated ;) “Plireno-Mes-
merism The Christian Religion, its His-
tory and Divisions,” are interesting as well
as vauable. “Puck ard Brownie” is a tender
study of bird life. “Edward Everett’' with a
portrait, is rather out of the usual line ofcom -
ments on noted men. “Ode to Success,” “ io0
Arms,” and “ Gou«h” are poems of merit.
Science of Health strikes out boldly with the
question fiw hat is Paralysis ?” and answers it
with an ability which will attract much atten-
tion ; “Treatment for Catarrh” contains prac-
tical ideas clearly stated ; “ Alcohol and Sci-
ence” is an advance sheet from One Hundred
Years of Temperance. An article which will
please the curiousis “Legal importance ofin
juries to the Nails.” “ College Disadvantages ”
contains sensible hints; “ Don’'t do it” is an
earnest appeal to young women on an ever
new topic ;" “ Notes on Science and Industry,’
from tirst to last is important, instructive and
entertaining. There is some rather fearless
editorializing, especially in “ Store Medi-
cine VS. The Doctor” and “Infected or Septic
Medicines.” Between the covers of any other
magazine it israre to find so much living food
for the mind. Every man and woman who has
sufficient interestin life and humanity to desire
the best means to the best ends, should sub-
scribe for this aggressive Journal, published
by that reliable house The Flow er W ells
Co., New York, at the low price of $*2.00 per
year, only 20cents per Number.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SAL ft.

Having arranged with other jublishers, we offer
list ol books, or any others that may
Those who read LIGHT
regularly will find extended notices
of these publications from time to time, which we
All
and all sent postage

the following
De wanted, at their prices.
in the West
have not room tor all atonce. In paper covers
unless mentioned astound,
paid.
elsewhere directed In Light in

BOWLES* PAMPHLETS.

Send money to Business Manager,same as
ihe West.

Interviews with Spirits, $.55
Experiences in Spiiit Life, 27
Contrast* in Spirit Life, f5
Later PApPerS. .. 11
Materialization, true and I&lsebyE. S. Whee'er,.. 17
Elsie Ainslie, a victim of socialwrong, ... 27

The Relution to the Spiritualand Material Universe. 17

FARADAYS* PAMPHLETS.
Birthplace 0f JeSUS, .o 11
Evolution of Man, 17
How we think 17
Jesus Christ a Fiction 55
Origin of Life n
Origin of Religions, 11
Obsession,........... 11
The Law of Control, 17
who wrote the New Testament, 11
Evilenccs of a Future Life, Capt. H. H Brown 11
Spiritualism, what is it, Col. D. M, Fox 17
Obituaries of Bible Characters, 51. P. Rosecrans___ 50
Spiritualism vs. Orthodoxy, Mrs N. P. FOX ...cccoeuvunnnn 15
God, Heaven and Hell, spiritualistic view 10
Autobiography of Henry C. Gordon 15

Purchase all the above at $4.75
and we will credit you with one year's subscription to
Light in tiie West.

The Phantom Form, Mrs N. P. Fox, bound............... 1.00
Golden Key, or Mysteries beyond the Veil, Mrs. N.
P. Fox, bound 2 0(

Clear Light in the Spirit World, bound ......ccccceenenne 125
Thos. P. Hazard's pamphlets, Modern Spiritua’ism,
Autobiography of H C. Gordon, Organization,
Death Penalty a failure, God, Heaven and Hell in
light of modern spiritualism, live for.....ccocceee. 35
Richards* Crown, handsomely bound..
Jeanne D'Arc, heorine of New Oileans
8hadows, nicely bound.

.1.25

Purchase all the above at $7.7
and we will credit you with one year's bubscription to
West.

INGERSOLL'S WORKS

Light in the

Paper, bound

The Gods ...$.50 $1.00
M 12,
Some Mistakes of Moses 50 1.2.
20 1.2
2.
60 100
10
Vindication of Thos. 10
Address in the Civil 1 10
(5

Purchase all the above at $3.*0 $0 7j
and we will credit you with one year's subscription to
JIGHT in the West;

Ingersolls* Lectures : volume 1310 pages, half calf.. 6.00
Prose Poems and selections—a”em—bound 2.'0
half calf 4. 0, Turkey Morocco 7.50 full tree
calf, finest style and finish

Purchase the two above for $14.uw
and we will credit y<u with one years subscription to

Light in tie West

The following list c -mprises a small library of works
that have been selected with great care by ihe present
owner, who now oflers his entire private library for sale.

These works are of kreat value to the earnest investigator

ofthe true Philosophy of spiritualism.

Nature’'s Divine Revelations ....Vy A. J. Davis........

The Great Harmonia 5 vols....... “ v

Memorandums of Personsetc.... “ -

Morning Lectures ... . « «*

Book of Wi$e Words . “ -

The Present Age etC...cocevvreneenen. “ “
The Genesis & Ethicsof Conjugal love ...

125

Spiritualism 2 vols ......cccccceees Judge Edmonds...
Spiritual sm cientiflcally Demonstrated by Prof.
Robert llare

.Shelhamer ...

Life and in the Spirit World

People from the other World............ by Olcott ...
The truths of Spiritualism....... by E V. Wilson
Mrange Visitors etc......cc.ccoeue. by a Clairvoyant
Life Line of the Loneone by ... Warren Chase__
liglit and shadows of spiritualism___by Home ...
The spirits BooK......ccccoceeiiiiinns by Allen Kardec____

Startling facts in spiritualism ..N. B. WolfM D..
Modern American spiritualism. ..Emma Kardinge....
foems from the Inner | ife___by Lizzie Doten....

..by A W. sp-ague....

My affinity * other stories.
The Love Life of Dr Kane.......
The Worlds sixteen Crucified s

Angel Messages
Footfals on the Boundary of Another World by R.
D. Owen
The spirit World .by Crowell ...
“ scientific Basis of spiritualism, Epes sargent___
** Planchett or Despairof science, Epes Sargent....
Judge Edmonds Letters of Spiritualism
The Ciock Struck One......cccceeee. by Rev S Watson..,.
Ten Pamphlets on Spiritualism .
The Year Book of Spiritualism...

Infidel school Teacher and Handsomest Woman in
one pamphlet E. D. Slenker... ..F.20
Johns Way E. D. Slenker. 15.

DIRECTORY COLUMN.

This column will be prominent and kept near to
reading matter for purpose ol making it a kkaby
RKFKKKnCE wliere persons can have their Name,
Address and short notice of business. Each
Card will have space ot one-halt inch uniformly
set in small type with the name only displayed.
Ha'es : One-halt inch inserted one time tor $i 50,
six times $(i 00, 12 times 810 00. one year $1500,
payable monthly or quarterly in advance.

Address or send drafton St. Louis, New York or
Postal Note, Post OlBce order, or email amounts in
Registered letter.

Light in the West,

314 Chestnut Street, St. Louis Mo.

Silva, Una F. 1240 Franklin Ave., St Louis, Mo.

A responsible and reliable Clairvoyant anil dairaudiant me-
dium,gives sittings daily or may be consulted by mail.

MoGindley, M rs. M. L.. Mandan, I),T,
Clairvoyant and Business Medium. Six questions answered
for $1. Life Horoscope sent for $2. satisfaction guaranteed.

Gurren, Dr. Wm. 213N. 14th St., City, gives
not Air, Vapor, Alcohol, Spray and Medicated baths from
8a. m. to 9p. m. Special attention to invalids.

Campbell, R.A . 418 Olive St. Teacher and
practitioner of Psychic Ilealing and Palmistry. Office hours
1to 3P. M. Consultation free.  Correspondence solicited.

Cordingley, Geo. V. independent Slate Writer,
holds daily and nightly seances at hit hpme, 1604 Pine St.;
also teaches develloping classes every day and evening.

Duff, Miss Mary 17 North 8th Street, St.
Louis Mo. Clairedescent Physician . 'Lectures for Liberal and
Spiritual Associations.

Hostetter,Xhos. No. 2126 Olive St. St. Louis
Mo. Magnetic. Treats diseases with great buccess, using no
medicine.—see advertisement in this paper.

Mellon, John S. 710 Olive street., St. Louis
has for sale lands in Missouri, Arkansas and Texas. Also
agent for the St. Louis Wire Steam Washer

Me Auliff, JeD. 2013 Morgan Street, St. Louis
Mo. Magnetic; without medicine, treats Paralysis, Spinal
and Nervous Diseases, Rheumatism etc.

Thomas,Dr. R. M. Cardington, Ohio, Manufac-
turer of Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter combined,
for either sex. Prices $10 & $12. See ad. in this paper.
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Carrier Dove.

Illustrated Month y Magfzine devoted to
Spiritualism and Reform
Edited by Mrs. J.

DU. L. SCIILESIN(*EN\

MRS. J. SCUL.ESINGER (

Each number will contain the Portraits anti Biog-
raphical sketches of prominent Mediums and Spir-
itual Workers ofthe Pacific Coast, and Spiiit Pic-
tures by our Artist Mediums. Also, Lectures,
E -says, Poems, Spirit Messages. Editorial and Mes-
cellaneous Items.

Terms. $2 50 Per Year. Single Copies 25 ts,
Address all communications to THE CARRIER DOVE,
854>E£ Broadway, Oakland, Cal.

sculksinger.

Publishers.

fM I N). 0). ©. M i
And True Storne.

(.Successor to Spirit Voiced)

FOUR-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL devoted to the De-
wvelopment of Mediumship and the interests of the National
Developing Circle.

INDEPENDENT IN EVERYTHING.

Terms; $1.50 per annum; 75 cts. for 6 months; 40 cts. for 3

months; Single copies 5 cts; Sample copies fiee.
Advertisements IOcts. per line, each insertion, average 7

words nonpareil to the line. JaMES A. BLISS, Editor.
474A Broadway. South Boston, Mass.
Until further notice this offer will hold good; To every
yearly subscriber to THE N. D. C. AXE and True KeyStone,
we will present a year's certilicate of membership in the

National Developing Circle. JAMES A. BLISS,

Developing Medium N. D. O*

FACTS,

A Monthly Magazine devoted to

MENTAL & SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA

Including Dreams, Mesmerism, Psychometry, Clairvoy-
ance, Clairaudience, Inspiration, Trance, and Physical
Mediumship; Prayer, Mind, and Magnetic Healing; and all
Classes of Psychical Effects.

Single Copies, 10 cts. $1.00 per Year.

FACTS PUBLISHING COMPANY.
(Drawer 5323.) BOSTON, MASS.

ILN<3dH )T TMUKETfilS.

The Pioneer Spiritual Journal of the South.
A. C. LADD,... Publ|sher
G. W. KATES,.
Assisted by a large corpse of able writers.
Interesting and Instructive Reading, embracing the fol-
lowing features and departments:

Reports of Phenomena; Reports of Spiritual Lectures;
Spirit Messages; Orlglnal Essays and contributions*; Chil-
dren’s Lyceum News; Editorial Department; Reports of
Local Society, etc., etc.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.
One copy, one year

One copy, six mon'h 75
One copy, three months . 4)
Five copies one year, one address . 6 0
Ten or more, one year to one address $1 each

Single copy five cents. Specimen copy free.
ISSUED WEEKLY AT ATLANTA, GA.

OUR. CLUB LIST.

We will scud Light in the West and any
of the following publications One year at the
price opposite each.

Banner of Light..

Freethinker's Magazine ... 150
Light for ThinKers .., 1.50
2 00
Roligio-Philosophiral Journal. 3.00
Saint Louis Magazine.......n.. 1.50
St. Nicholas 3.00
The Beacon Light 2.50
The Century. .. 4.00
Tho Gnostic 1.50
The Oolden Gate. 3.00
The Now Thought. 2.00
The BOSErUM .o e,
The Watchman. .
The Whip......... 2.00
The Word. i s e 1.25
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THE ALTRUIST

Is amonthly paper, partly in Phonetic spelling,
and devoted to common property, united labor,
50cts#
Address A. Long-

St. Louis, Mo.

Communit}7 homes, and equal rights to all.
a year ; specimen copio” iree.

ley, Editor, 2 N. Fourth St

The American Nonconformist.
Edited by James Vincent, and published by
H & L. Vincent, at Tabok, lowa.

Now in its VI volume. Dovoted to total and
immediate emmancipation from slavery to bond-
holders, railroad corporations, national banks
and ecclisiastical dictation. Terms, $1.50 per an.

THE GOLDEN GATE,

A large eight-pago Weekly Paper, “Devoted
to the elevation of Humanity in this life, and a
search for the evidences of life beyond.” J. J.
Owen, Editor and Manager. Mas. M attie P.
Owen, Assistant, San Francisco, Cal. Terms—
$2.50 per annum. Send for sample copies.

THEWATCHMAN

An 8-pag !'Monthy Journal, devoted to the inter-
rests of humanity and Spiritualism.
Also, a Mouth-piece of ihe American and East
ern Cougi ess in Spirit Lifp.
WATCHAN, Spirit Editor.
Published by Boston Star & Crescent Co., 1090 Central Park
Ave- Millard Postal station, Chicago, Illinois,
nattie /=.Berry, Editress & Mg'r, Authur B.Shedd, As’tMg'r,
Terms ofSubscription, in Advance.
One year $1.00 | 6 months
Clubs of 10 8:00 | hmgle copies
Sample copies free:
. S Posta?e ®tamps will be received for fractional parts
of a dollar: & 2s preferred):
SCf3 Remit by P: O:  rder, drawn on Chicago, 111:, or by
Registered letter: Jt3r* payable to
Hattie A. Berry, Editress and Manager:

$0.50
tio

THE SPIRITUAL OFFERING.

COL. D. M. FO X | i PUBLISHER
D.M.& NETTIE P. FOX, - - - EDITORS
EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS
Prof. Henry Klddle (H. K ), No. 7, East 130th St.,

New York C
‘Ouina,” through her Medium, Mrs. Cora L. V.
Richmond, 64 Union Park Place, Chicago. lli.
Among the contributors will be found our oldest and
ablest writers. Init will be found Lectures, Essays upon

Scientific, Philosophical and Spiritual subjects Spiritual
Communications and Messages.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:
Per Year...$2.00 1Six Months...$1.00 |Three Months. .50cts
New Club Rates : 3 copies. *5, 5 copies $8, 10 copies $15.
All must be new subscribers except the getter up of the club
Advertisements published at 15cts per line for the first and
10 cts for each subsequent insertion.
Specimen copies sent free.

Subscnibers desiring a change of post-ofilce, must give
the name of the otlice where taken ami where to be sent,
otherwise the change cannot be made. Address,

SPIRITUAL OFFEIRNG, Ottumwa, lowa.

M. GOETTLER and CO.

1260 S. BROADWAY.
KEEPS A LARGE LINE OF

ats! Hats!

Established 1853.

Cored Styles at Moderate Prices.

ce) AND SEE PROFESSOR WARRING,
Medium and Heal Astrologer,
at 2223 Olive street. Five thousand dollars to any one who
can equat him in tellin% the past, present and future, caus-
ing speedy marriages, bringing separated together, and in
business affairs, whose advice is invaluable, lie tells con-
sulted s name in full, and is the only person that can do so.
Prof. Warring asks no questions and uses no cards of any
description in his profession.
SATISFACTION GIVEN OR NO PAY.
Fee—Ladies, $1, gents, $1.

Mrs. SiloellS,

Spiritual Reader for Ladies Only.

Hours from 8aem = 6p in -

SE\N LO U IS.

14*50 M adison St , - -
I: I —I_ S To those afilictcd with this
terrible disease we say,—do

not be discouraged when'your physician says your case is
incurable. | guarantee to cure if you try my special treat-
ment. Correspondence Solicited.

M ARY DUFF,
CIJAIRDK S SCENT p hysician
107 N 8th St. - - ST. LOUIS, MoO.

THOMAS HOSTETTER,

MAGNETIC.

N o.aia5 OLIVE STREET,

ST. LO UIS™*
S33 N o IVLedicine Used. *=03
At Home from 7to 9a. m. and from4to 7 p. m

CORNS EXTRACTED,

Without Pain-
25c each. All troubles of *he feet treated in a skillful maimer.
Dr. N. Ksnnison & Son.
Also a lady manicure to attend to the Finger Nails
G23J Olive Street, St. Louis.

M O

HOW TO BECOME

ok M E D 1 x3 3Vl

IN YOUR OWN HOME.

I WILL send you a 16-page pamphlet, containing full in-

structions, and a >ealed Letter designating all your phases
of medlumshlp also a copy of The Riddle of the American
Spiritual Sphinx, or the Lost Key Found, and a sample copy
of N D.C. Axe, for ONIjY 1 K UKNT.S in one or two-
cent stamps. Address J. AL- -LIBERT BLISS, No. 474A,
Broadway, Boston, Mass.
Kla<‘kl'o(»t's M atiiieti/ed Paper,
4Pc. per sheet, or iasheets for $1.00.

Developing Pape#ssios™ et @7 et

to heal the sick,

Nature’s own Restorer, Electricity.

Dr R. M.Thomas Electro Magnetic Battery and S' pporter
combined has restored many invalids to health and happi-
ness, alter the most eminent Physicians had failed. Prof.
A. B. French of Clyde O. says “ your belt has done more
than you claimed it would for me.’ ’ Invalids should investi-
gate this wonder of wonders that is used and endorsed b
Physicians. Can be worn by either sex,a specific for all kid-
ney disease,rheumatism, female weakness,general debility,
nervousness,and many ailments tlesh is heir to.Price of Belt
furnished in r dmorrocc.o $10 white kid $12. when ordering
send si/e around back and abdomen  Send 4cts in stamps,
and leading symptoms to Dr. R. M. THOMAS, Lock Box 417
Cardington, Morrow Co., Ohio, and he will return you a
scientific diagnosis, and book of testimonials free.

Dr. D. Jacobs,

ontal P arlor s.

1)

S. E. Cor. Ninth and Washington Ave.,

ST. LOUIS, MO.
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Can obtain it through spiritual assistance by consulting
Dr. Wray, who is controlled by a band of physicians. En-
close six cents postage, name, age, sex, lock hair and leading
symptom and receive diagnosis with advice that will lead
torecovery. Address, I>r. FRANKLIN WRAY,

Andrew, lowa.

JAS. DURELL,
SPIRITUAL READER & MAGNETIC HEALER.

Chronic di- ease treated without medicine. Letters of
inquiry promptly answered. Important changes of life snown
and how to prevent them.

Office Hours from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m.
1217 Washington Ave-, - - - ST-LOUIS, MO

cC.L HERIRINSG

Magnetic Physician.
No medication or electricity. Hurst's New notel
Broadway and Chestnut St., Parlor No. 1.

, corner

Phoenix Book and Stationery Co.

Formerly at'703 Olive street, now at 625 Locust street N.
E. corner 7th street, St. Louis.

A large and complete assortment of New and Old Books,rare
and scarce Works. A line stock of Stationery, Writing papers
Envelopes and Blank Books etc., Periodicals and Papers,
Spiritual and Scientitic Literature a specialty.

Ben Miller,
Fashionable

HATTER

GLOVES, UMBRELLAS,
60S Franklin Ave., St.

ctc.

Louis. Mo.

M agnetism !
C.TUCKETT, 914 Locust St.

My Magnetic Lower over Rheumatism, Paraly-
sis, Neuralgia, Pains In Pit of Stomach, Female
Complaints and Pains in the Back is wonderful. No
medicines given. Hours, 9 to 12 Sharp. 1 have the
highest testimonials in the city. Consultation free.

AMERICAN DEPURATING BATH.

The American Depurating Bath will be found superior to
anything ever offered for the cure of all contagious dibeases
acute and chronic. By this bath pure air is respired at a
temperature below the normal standard of the the blood,
the result of which is that the force and frequency of pulse
are not greatly augmented, and there is less tendency to
congestion of the brain being induced than when air at a
high temperature is respired, thus obviating the necessity
of applying ice water to the head, which prevents the dep-
uration of effete matter from tha surface to which the ice
water is applied. During the entire time of bathing the
person is completely protected from the inhalation of effete
matter and poisonous inhalations from his own body or the
bodies of other bathers. The submerging of the body in
water arrests depuration from the skin, whereas by the ap-
plication of water in sprays, as in thia bath, the elimina
tion of effete matter Is rapidly increased. It admits of
administration of medicated vapor. It is fully adapted to
all the wants of household, public and hospital use.

( See card in Directory Column.)
ZPIRICIE,$75.
Czxh sfidet to coe Bqoess Gargss Mt acoonary Qs
Address, AM. CURRAN, M. 1), 213 N. 14th St, St. Louis, lo,

light in the west.

THE

Pennsylvania  Route.

B KTW EEN
Is acknowledged to be the

QUICKEST, SAFEST and BEST LINE.
FOUR Hours Quickest between

St Louis? NewYork

Two Trains Daily Each Way With
Pullman’s Hofei and Buffet Sleep-
ing Cars, through without change, pass-
ing through Indianapolis, Columbus,
Pittsburg, and Philadelphia
No Change of Cars of Any Class between

StXoiiis &Fitfsimrg

Trains Running Through solid.
RATES as LOW as by any other

Lines.

Apply to ticket ajrents of connecting lines, and
in purchasing licUets, be sure that they read,

over

Yandalia and Pennsylvania
Ronte.

For further Information apply to

Forth

GENERAL PASSENGER AGENT,
ST.LOUIS, JMO.

Art Rooms & Looking Glass Store.
CnOICE PAI TINGS AND ENGRAVINGS.

Regilding and Repairing.

Removing, Hangings, and everything in Looking-Glass and
Picture line. Call or send to

Geo. M. Harding
1225 OLIVE STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO-

E.

ST. LOUIS WIRE STEAM WASHER,
Office 710 Olive Street, St Louis, Mo.

The Greatest Invention of the Age.

A child eight years old can operate it. Does not Wear or
tear the clothes as the washing is done entirely by the
power of steam.

Saves labor, time, soap and clothes.
wash 26shirts in 25 minutes.

The machine passes directly through the clothes and
washes them evenly and not in streaks, and bleaches them
at the same time. Price $6.00

The machine will
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POPULAR RAILWAY

OF THE CENTRAL STATES.

ONLY LINE

Reaching by dlrect routes all the following
large cities:

ST. LOUIS, INDIANAPOLIS,
CHICACO, FORT WAYNE,
DETROIT, LAFAYETTE,
TOLEDO, SPRINCFIELD,
HANNIBAL, QUINCY,
KEOKUK, PEORIA,
KANSAS CITY, COUNCIL BLUFFS
ST. JOSEPH, OMAHA,
DES MOINES, OTTUMWA,
Embracin the Pnnm al Points of the Six Great
States of Michigan, io, Indiana, Illinois, lowa

and Missouri, with Branch Lines or Close Connec-
tions to other cities not mentioned above.

T HROUGH SIEEPIHG RAPINES

Between St. Louis, New York and Boston, via

NiagaraFalls; Chlcagoand New York, via Detroit
and Niagara Falls; St. Louis and St. Paul and
Minneapolis; St. Louis and Chicago; St. Louis and
Kansas City; St. Louis and St. Joseph; St. Louis
and Council Bluffs and Omaha; St. Louis and Des
Moines; St. Louis and Toledo; St. Louis and De-
troit; Chlcago and Kansas Clty, Kansas City and
Des Moines; Detroit and Indianapolis.

THE BEST ROUTE

Via Detroit or Toledo, to all parts of the
EAST; via Detroit, Chicago, Ottumwa or
Des Moines, to all parts ofthe NORTH; via
Indianapolis, St. Louis or Kansas City, to all
parts ofthe SOUTH; via Kansas City, St. Jo-
seph or Omaha, to all parts of the WEST.

NO LINE CAN EQUAL THE CAR SERVICE
OF THE

GREATW A B A S H ROUTE

It includes Handsome New Coaches, Luxurious
FREE Reclining Chair Cars, the Best Equipped
Dining Cars on the Continent, the latest and moBt
Elegant Pullman Buffet and Sleeping Cars, the
Splendid and Novel Mann Boudoir Cars and Pal-
ace Woodruff Sleeping Cars.

EVERYONE WHO TRAVELS before starting to
make a portion of his journey, or all, if possible,
over the WABASH, ST. LOUIS & PACIFIC RY!
Any Coupon Ticket Agent in the United States or
Canada will sell you tickets via the | | I A D A C |||
and give all deSired information.
For Maps, Time Tables, etc., write to

F. CHANDLER, Gen'l Pass, and Ticket Agent,

ST. LOUIS, MO.

if so Call or Address

ST. LOUIS RUPTURE INSTITUTE.
For the treatment of Hernia or Kupture inall its varied forms
NO. 720 OLIVE ST. - LOUIS, MO.

So long as thousands are ruptured with reducible hernia
which have heretofore required all the ingenuity of mechani
cal art to support &retain within the abdominal cavity by bands
of iron and steel, elastic fabrics bone and iron thereby endan
gering life by their liability to become strangulated and often
terminating existence by the strangulated intestines becom-
ing sphacealated and gangrenous before relief can be obtained
by the surgeons knife or the more gentle operation of taxis;
so long as this is the case the discovery of a permanent cure,
seems a most wonderful blessing for mankind: This discovery
of a permanent cure we offer to those suffering with this
dreadful disease,
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Ohio and
Mississippi IVy

The Direct and Fast Line to

usM nniffd

S M fllI'flili.) .
WASHIWGTOW,
BAtTIINORI,

11W fOH SIE IASI.

SOLID DAILY TRAINS to
CINCINNATI and LOUISVILLE
10 HOURS, with Through Day Cars, Parfor Cars and
alace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of (jars for any class of
assengers.

DAILY TUAINS

ToWashington in 28 Hours
To Ealtimore in 29 Hours

This is4 HOURS QUICKER than the fastest time by any
other line.

The Day Express has elegant Day Coaches and Luxuriant
Parlor Cars, from St Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with
Bleeper for Washington and Boston.

The Night Express has keepers through without change. No
other line from St. Louis runs Through Sleeping Cars to the
NATIONAL CAPITAL.

PAACE BUFFET SHPRNG O

ire run by the “ O. & M.” Night Express from

|. LooTs to WKWIoK E

-——ID-A-IX/ST---—--
Without Change in 39 Hours.

91ST ROY)TE T@ J)AOKSQWVIILWS
And Winter Resorts in the Southeast.
The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cars and Palace
Sleeping Coaches by this Line from
St Louis to Cincinnati & Louisville
Taking direct connections at both points with morning and
evening Express Trains, having Palace Hotel and sleeping
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville with-
out change.

No Ferries or Transfers by this Route!

the Only Line running a Sleeping Car
of any description between
St. Louis Si Cincinnati.
For Tickets, Rates, or any particular information call on

icket Agents of connecting lines, West, Northwest and
outhwest.

Orin St Louis, at 101 103 N. Fourth Street.

W. B. SHATTUC,

General I'ass'r Agent.

H W PEABODY,

I'res't anti General Manager,
CINCINNATI,  OHIO.

o G. D. BACON, Gen'l Western Passenger Agent,
ST. LOUIS, MO,

LIGHT IN THE WEST.

=ifie S

3 TRAINS DAILY TO 3

Kansas City.

DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT
Kansas City and Omaha
TO ALL POINTS IN THE WEST.

Trains Daily To
Leavenworth,  Atchison,
St. Joseph &~ Omaha.

I »» On'ff ...............

Elegant Pullman Palace Sleeping anti
Buffet cars on all trains

-Chair Cars Free.-

IRON MOUNTAIN;:

ROUTE

Is the only direct route to all points in

Arkansas and Texas,
ONLY ROUTE TO THE

FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS-
OF ARKANSAS.
Only One Change Of Cars Between

St. Louis %Ban Francisco.

Solid Trains Through to

MEMPHIS, Tenn., and
GALVESTON, TEXAS.

Daily line of sleeping cars through to

MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS-

IT. C. Townsend,
G P &T. Agt.

W H. Newman,
Genl Traffic Mang'r.

NUXURY1

)TIHE @

f>ww mppiieimw mwwmww a
(I. & St. L. atitk cc « Ry’s.)

With its New Equipment, Excellent
Road Bed, and possessing every ap-
pliance for Luxurious Travel known
to be serviceable, offers to passengers

INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI,

NEW ENGLAND Cities

Past Time, Sure Connections,
-AND-

Falace Sleeping Coaches

WHICH RUN THROUGH TO

-AND-

BOSTON

WITHOUT CHANGE.

To persons KOins WEST or SOUTHWEST on
pleasuse or business, and to

Western Land Seekers

The accommodations offered by this Line are
unsurpassed. Direct connections are made for
all points in

MISSOURI, ARKANSAS,
TEXAS, KANSAS,
NEBRASKA, COLORADO,
CALIFORNIA & MEXICO,
AVOIDING TRA NSFERMSDELAY

Ifyou contemplate ajourney anywhere, do not
complete yourarrangments until you havt. seen
a BEE LINE Agent,who will furnish

LOWEST RATES

and give full information.

A, J-Smith,{em T ATTTSId.B. Martin,
Passlr Agtl k/ At 1lv/U ID | Gen'iwestnAgt



