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Remember this : When we do evil, and 
our hearts are set upon things forbidden 
by good morals, good spirits have no 
power to help us.

The Spiritual philosophy, if it teaches 
anything, teaches that purity, virtue and 
godliness are the only stepping stones to a 
higher life in the World o f Spirits.

soul upon entering the Spirit W orld 
becomes a saint? Character is notchanged 
by climatic or geographical location.

The orthodox lake o f fire and brimstone, 
although a myth, is nevertheless a very 
good symbol o f the burnings o f  the deeds 
and acts incident to a misspent life.

Golden crowns, harps and the like will 
never satisfy the true Spiritualist. Go­
ing about doing good is more in keeping 
with the requirements o f his philosophy.

Soul-character is formed in earth life.

The army o f  devils gets its recruits from 
this world’s wicked men and women.

Every human being is on the side o f 
right or on the side o f wrong. There is 
no middle ground.

The preparation o f the soul for the 
world beyond should engage our close 
attention every hour.

I f  those who are bound by the ties o f 
affection in this life cannot meet on the 
other shore, then is our creation a mis­
take, and the Creator an omnipotent 
tyrant.

Every human being is attended con­
tinually by spiritual companions and they 
are the kind that would naturally be in 
sympathy with his course and conduct 
o f life.

The man who belioves everything a spir­
it tells him simply because it is a spirit 
is a very credulous individual, to say the 
least.

Only a very small per cent o f profes­
sional mediums are untrustworthy, but it 
is always well enough to ascertain which 
class you are dealing with before you pin 
your faith to what is said or seen.

He who believes in Spiritualism and 
wont admit it when asked about his relig­
ious belief, is not worthy o f respect in any 
social circle nor o f credit in any com­
mercial circle.

I f  you have not the kingdom of God 
within you, you have it not at all nor 
will you have it any other way. The 
“  Kingdom o f God ”  is a state o f the 
affections, not a far off place.

It is absurd to say children do not de- 
velope and grow to be men and women in 
the world beyond. Must not every living 
organic form keep on growing till it 
reaches maturity ?

I f  a peach-tree is exported to Europe, 
will it bear apples there ? Certainly n o t ! 
Then -why should one suppose that an evil

Paul wrote to the Corinthians: l< There 
is a natural body ; and there is a spiritual 
b od y .”  We have them both; the one 
pervades the other, and at death the spir­
itual body, the real man, stands out a sub­
stantial being.

There are a great many people who 
firmly believe in the spiritual philosophy, 
but somehow are ashamed to admit it. 
Well, Peter denied having any acquaint­
ance with Christ, and the world has been 
full o f  Peters ever since. Peter denied, 
but he is not alone. Many a man has gone 
back on his savior in time past and time 
present.

“ Know thyself”  is a great doctrine and 
one cannot study it too much, for the more 
he knows o f it the better will he under- 
stand what his relation to his God and 
his neighbor should be. It is the ruling 
love that makes the man, and not the mere 
act. What we do is one thing, and why 
we do it is another, but it is the why that 
counts for or against most. A  man may 
be judged by the consequences o f his act, 
and wrongly judged, mayhap, but he 
knows whether his motive was good or 
evil, and as a rule he will bo judged by 
the general conduct o f his life; hence, 
when a man is heard to say,“ lam  always 
charged with having a selfish motive, no 
matter what I may do,”  it is fair to pre­
sume that he docs not “ average”  well in 
his community, and that in fact he is not 
misjudged. That which actuates us in
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our conduct unerringly reflects our char­
acter. O f this there cannot be the shadow 
o f a doubt.

It is not our custom to make editorial 
mention of exchanges, but all who are ac­
quainted with tho Freethinkers’ Magazine, 
published at Salamanca N. Y. will we are 
sure, agree with us that it is worthy of 
consideration at the hands o f any think 
ing individual and conspicuous notice in 
the columns o f  any contemporary that is 
not conducted upon a one idea basis. The 
Freethinkers’ magazine is in no sense a 
bondthinker’s journal. It sees truth, 
more or less, in every code o f moral and 
religious ethics and embraces it. It re­
cognizes the right o f every man to think 
as a free man, and express his thoughts 
as becomes an honest, true man, and that 
is th'e essence and head and front o f  free 
thought, or liberal thought, which is a 
better name. It has religious belief, too, 
and for the Saviour o f mankind it points 
not to Calvary, but to intellectual worth 
and moral excellence.

\ AS THE TREE FALLS, SO IT LIES.
As the tree falls, so it lies. Man is just 

what he is, no more nor less, and what he 
is here he will be ‘ ‘ over there” — at least 
until he grows into a better state. The 
characteristics, the good, the evil, the 
quality o f a man does not go down into 
the grave. He that is unjust here will be 
unjust in the Spirit world ; he that is holy 
here will be holy there; he that is filthy 
here will be filthy there; and he that is 
pure in heart here will be pure in heart 
there. Death recreates no man. Itm erely 
takes away the outward husk and leaves 
him standing a purely spirit-man without 
the slighest change in his moral character. 
He will emerge there just as he left this 
life. He may have sentimentalized a 
great deal over what he thought the mercy 
of God would or should do for him after 
death had robbed him o f  further opportu­
nity to feed his unholy appetite, but in all 
that he simply admits his utter unworthi- 
nessto be other than he really is and adds 
to his own degradation by hoping that 
by some strange chance or through the 
mercy and love o f God he may be enabled 
to escape the consequences of a deliberately 
misspent earthly life.

The body goes down to tho grave blame­
less for everything it did while the tene­
ment ofthe soul. It can never be a ques­
tion o f  what the body does for it is merely 
a machine; but what the soul causes the

body to do is a question, and a question^ 
tion, too, that demands our careful atten­
tion every hour. Tho body cannot o f  it­
self steal nor bear malice, nor yet can it 
do a good act, but a pure soul within it 
will make it do good continually as will 
an evil soul move it to wicked deeds. 
The body may do a very bad thing at the 
instigation o f a pure soul, but it cannot be 
called evil nor should it be punished; for 
wrong was not intended, and evil isnat 
visited with condemnation when good was 
intended. It is that which actuates the 
soul that make the act a crime or not; 
hence, it is not always the act in and of 
itself which reflects the character o f the 
individual, but it is true that almost al­
ways the deeds o f an evil disposed person 
are evil in their effects upon others.

Vice is always aggressive and always 
imprudent, but no man has the right to 
say he cannot resist its attacks, fur by as­
siduous watchfulness with an honest de­
sire to do the right, vice is not difficult to 
overcome, hut vulgarity, profanity and 
evil associations are by no means helpers 
in a struggle against it. Virtue, refine­
ment and a determined effort to hold fast 
to that which is good and to flee from 
even the appearance o f evil, will never 
fail to overcome evil inclinations. As 
the tree falls, so it lies.

EMERSON’S BEST THOUGHTS.

Go with mean people and you think 
life is mean.

Alas for the cripple Practice when it 
seeks to come up with the bird Theory, 
which flies before it.

Nothing great was ever achieved with 
out enthusiasm. The way o f life is won­
derful ; it is by abandonment.

We ask for long life, but ’ tis deep life, 
or grand moments, that signify. Let the 
measure o f time be spiritual, not mechan­
ical.

The purest literary talent appears at 
onetime great, at anotlier time small, but, 
character is o f a stellar and undiminish- 
able greatness.

Persons and events may stand for a 
time between you and justice, but it is 
only a postponement. You must pay at 
last your own debt.

What is our life but an endless flight 
of winged facts or events! In splendid 
variety these changes come, all putting 
questions to the human spirit.

I f  there is any great and good thing in

store for you it will not come at the first 
or the second call. “  Steep and craggy, ”  
said Porphyry, “  is the path of the gods. ”

A man is a beggar who only lives to 
the useful, and, however ho may serve 
as a pin or rivet in the social machine, 
can not be said to have arrived at self- 
possession.

it is better that joy  should be spread 
over all the day in tho form of strength, 
than that it should be concentrated into 
ecstasies, full o f dangers and followed by 
reactions.

How a man’s truth comes to mind, long 
after we have forgotten all his words ! 
How it comes to us in silent hours, that 
truth is our only armor in all passages o f .  
life and death !

The crowning fortune o f  a man is to 
be born to some pursuit which finds him 
in employment and happiness, — whether 
it be to make baskets, or broadswords, or 
canals, or statutes, or songs.

Wise, cultivated, genial conversation is 
the last flower o f civilization, and the best 
result which life has to offer us, — a cup 
for gods, which has no repentance. Con­
versation is our account o f  ourselves.

To-day is a king in disguise. To-day 
always looks mean to the thoughtless, in 
the face of an uniform experience, that all 
good and great and happy actions aro 
made up precisely o f these blank to-days.

The firmest and noblest ground on 
which people can live is truth; the real 
with tho real; a ground on which nothing 
is assumed, but where they speak and 
think and do what they must, because they 
are so and not otherwise.

The soul is the perceiver and revealcr 
o f  truth. We know truth when we sec 
it, let sceptic and scoffer say what thoy 
choose. We know truth when we see it, 
from opinion, as we know when we are 
awake that we are awake.

Go out o f doors and get the air. Ah, if 
you knew what was in the air. See what 
your robust neighbor who never feared 
to live in it, has got from i t ; strength, 
cheerfullness, power to convince, hearti­
ness and equality to each event.

The days are ever divine as to tho first 
Aryans. They come and go like muffled 
and veiled figures, sent from a distant 
and friendly party; but they say nothing, 
and we do not use the gifts thoy bring, 
they carry them as silently away.

We must learn by laughter as well as 
by tears and terrors; explore the whole
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o f nature— tlie farce and buffoonery in the 
yard below, as well as the lessons o f poets 
and philosophers upstairs in the hall— 
and get the rest and refreshment o f  tho 
shaking o f the sides.

OUR BOSTON LETTER.

B o s t o n ,  M a s s . ,  F e b .  8 .— W h a t  a beau­
tiful w ord  is “  lig h t ”  ! I t  seem s less out 
o f  p lace  in th e  spiritual g a lle r y  than a n y ­
w h ere  else . W o  have ca lled  m odern S p ir­
itu alism  the D a w n in g  L ig h t  an d  n o w , as 
we are n earin g its an n iversa ry , w e w ill 
find it often  referred to , p a rtic u la r ly  in a 
p oetic  w a y . T h e re  does seem  to be, th e n , 
a certain fitness in p u ttin g  this w ord  in 

' the title  o f  a sp iritu al p ap er . T h e  Banner 
of Light w as w ell nam ed : its ch risten in g  
cam e from  over tho river, being nam ed  
b y  the sp irits tw e n ty  e ig h t y e a rs  a g o ,a n d  
it c e r ta in ly  has shed  con sid erable  l ig h t ;  
then a little  p ap er lies before m o called  
the Beacon L igh t ; e v e ry  n ow  and then  
shines in m y  h orizon  the Light fo r  Thinkers 
h ailin g from  the so u ^ j ; then from  across  
th e  ocean com es an oth er, s im p ly  Light, 
w h ere m y  friend w ho w rites under the  
pen nam e o f  M . A . sheds som e ligh t in its  
c o lu m n s ; and n ow  tu rns up an o th er, an  
in terestin g  spiritual periodical from  S t. 
L o u is . Its  title  is L ig h t  in  l h e  W e s t ,  
su p plem en ted  in a m ore subdued ty p e  by  
the scripture qu otation  “ L e t  th ere be 
l ig h t ,”  to w h ich  I  say  a m e n . I t  rem inds  
m e that o v er  a score o f  y e a rs  a g o  1 m et a 
v e r y  m odest y o u n g  w om a n  o f  m ed iu m istic  
gifts . S h e w as the first person I  ever saw , 
w h o could show  sp on tan eou s letters on  
her flesh, u su ally  on her arm , g e n e ra lly  
n am es o f  som e departed frien d s. W h e n  it  
cam e m y  turn to h a v e  a m essage, as there  
had been som e an im ated  co n versa tio n  on 
w hich ligh t was needed, th ere  cam e out 
on h er arm  v e ry  d istin c tly , the w ord s  
“ L ig h t , m ore lig h t .”  W h ile  th in k in g  o f  
y o u r  fine and w ise L i g h t  in  t h e  W e s t  and  
the oth er L ig h ts , th is in terestin g  m ani­
festation occurred to m e . I  am  g la d  y o u  
have on y o u r b an n er “  L e t  th ere be L ig h t  ”  

also , and I  have no d oubt from  th e  g e n ­
eral appearance o f  y o u r nu m b ers 1 and 2 
th at tho refrain w ill h eave in sig h t and  
the people  in tho w est, and in the east also  
w ill sa y  in the language o f  G en esis, “  and  
there w as l ig h t .”

Everything in the spiritual way seems 
to be going on swimmingly here in this 
centre, or “ Hub,”  asthey sometimes call it. 
There aro numerous spiritual meetings and 
all are well attended. It does seem to 
me as if there is more interest in Spirit­

ualism than in other form o f  religion, if 
we except Catholicism. That is natural 
in this nineteenth century, when tho in­
tellect wants nutritious food or none; that 
is, thoughtful humanity wants reliable 
and rational thought and they certainly 
do not get it in the church, except in some 
o f the liberal ones, and they are too agnostic 
to feed the human heart. The draft on 
modern spiritual thought to sustain the 
mourners at Christian funerals is certainly 
a tribute to our truth, even if they do 
sugar coat i t ; for “  a rose by any other 
name will smell as sweet”  and the world 
wants roses, no matter how you designate 
them.

Our light is pretty well extended in the 
community every whore,no matter by what 
name it may be called ‘ to talco tho curse 
off.”  When a distinguished minister like 
the Rev. M. J. Savage pays us this tribute 
it is pretty good proof o f the fact (and 
he is not a Spiritualist). In one o f his late 
sermons where ho was saying the best 
word he could for man’s immortality he 
said this o f our light: “  Leaving science, 
now let us pass to what is known as mod­
ern Spiritualism. At the onset let us re­
mark, that it is too big a factor in modern 
life to be ignored. Thousands and thou­
sands in Europe and America believe in 
its central claim. There are also thou­
sands o f silent believers, who do not like 
to be called knave or fool and so keep 
still about it. Like Nicodemus, they come 
by night lest they bo cast out o f the syn­
agogue.”  We just mention this as an 
outside endorsement to our statement, 
that Spiritualism in this vicinity is pro­
gressing finely.

A great deal o f  attention is also paid to 
the manifestations. At the present time 
materialization seems to be the attraction, 
and there are many seances held every 
evening and afternoon in the week. The 
principle ones are by Mrs. Bliss, Mrs Fay, 
Mrs. Fairchild, and ihe Misses Berry. 
There are others, but the four named are 
the most popular A great many good 
Spiritualists, including the writer, have 
not fancied this phase, chiefly on account 
o f the suspicious conditions required and 
there havo been so many frauds that a 
great many Spiritualists never attend them 
and take no interest in them. Ithinkthe 
frauds have not boon as numerous as some 
have supposed; but one is not to blame 
for attributing such ponderous, human 
looking fjrm s to fraud if  there are chances 
for it, on general principles. One must 
have strong and positive evidence, to give 
the spirits or the mediums the benefit o f

the doubts and that has not often been 
the case. I have had pretty fair evidence 
from the first in the fact o f materializa­
tion, enough to be evidence on matters in 
general; but extraordinary manifestations 
require extraordinary evidence. I have 
paid a great deal o f attention to this phe­
nomenon within the past six months, be­
cause the general conditions have been 
much improved. Some may suppose my 
credulity has increased, but I am sure 
such is not the fact, though I must con­
fess the positive evidence and palpable 
proof o f an extraordinary fact, throws a 
lustre o f  truth on other facts not so well 
proved, in the same line.

I will speak more particularly o f the 
seances o f Mrs. Fairchild and of the Berrys, 
for the reason that I have paid attention 
to them to quite an extent and have had 
rare privileges given me. Hence I can 
speak not only very strongly, but with 
absolul« certainty as to the fact o f the 
materialization o f  human looking forms. 
Whether or not they are the identical per­
son they claim to be, each must judge for 
himself: some of them to my certain knowl­
edge are attempts to be the forms of spec­
ial persons and manifest a desire to be re­
cognised ; but in reference to those recogni­
tions as evidences o f special departed 
friends appearing for a few seconds in the 
form, I do not consider that as well 
proven as [ do the fact o f materialization. 
I realize fully that tho affectional element 
is the attractive point to reach and the 
popularity o f the phase is in the fact and 
the hope o f recognition, but they are of­
ten so strained and vary from place to 
place, with different mediums and the ac­
cidental quality or make up o f the circle, 
better sometimes than at others, that I 
have been much interested in recognition ; 
yet I would prefer to see my departed 
son return unmistakably for an inter­
view to seeing St. Paul or Jesus 
Christ— E say this reverently. I must 
confess to having seen, recently, the best 
representative yet of my late son’s form, 
and I have had to say to it, or him, that 
he, or it, was more o f a physical than a 
mental success: still, I do not consider 
recognition or claimed personal embodi­
ments the important point. The main 
thing— the bottom question is: Are these 
strange forms, so human looking, so ex­
actly like ltving beings, spirit manifesta­
tions ? That is the important point; the 
greater that includes the less. Demon­
strated that these forms, effigies, or ap­
paritions are genuine spirit productions, 
it is no matter whether they are saints or
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sinners, good spirits or bad, for they 
prove intelligent spirit power and if one 
soul lives and has the power to external­
ize himself or herself into a human look­
ing object, no matter whether identified 
or not, it settles the principle and that 
means, our own friends live and wo can 
wait hopefully. On the point then of the 

.materialization o f forms I can say if there 
is a physical fact demonstrated, in the 
realm of matter, certainly this fact is. I 
want to make this statement as strong as 
I can, for I know it is absolutely true. I 
think any one who can believe my own 
experience, will say I have a right to be 
thus in statement. I find I am writing a 
longer letter than I intended, or I would 
give some of the experience referred to 
— the way I reached palpable proof. I 
will do so in my next and consider this 
letter only an introduction to the one 
that will follow.

I intended only to write you a general 
letter on or about spiritual matters in this 
city, but I have been switched off the 
road, on to the narrow guage, by, I sup­
pose, “ the divinity that shapes our ends,”  
but it will answer its main purpose, viz; 
to pay my respects to the L ig h t  in  t h e  
W e s t . May its “ shadow” never be less— 
for shadow always is significant o f “ light.”  

J o h n  W e t h e r b e e .

A CHEERY LETTER.
Publishers Light in the West:

May your efforts to start a paper in 
this city as an exponent o f the philosophy 
o f  Spiritualism be crowned with abun­
dant success, in a pecuniary way as well 
as in its acceptance as a promulgator of 
Spiritualism, which we know is a well 
attested fact o f  the present day. It dis­
dains all efforts on the part o f its opposers 
to silence it or put it down ; and, more­
over it has so far outgrown its swaddling 
clothes as to have almost forgotten that 
it ever wore them.

It is to be hoped that L ig h t  in  t h e  
W est may verify its title and prove a 
beacon light to many now in darkness. 
I f  all that has been said and written up­
on the subject o f Spiritualism could be 
condensed into words o f  fire that would 
burn into the hearts o f doubting human­
ity there would be no necessity for this 
continual repetition o f  its claims to truth; 
claims that can be substantiated in all 
quarters o f the globe, for Spiritualism is 
not confined to any particular place or 
people.

Yet, notwithstanding all that has been

proven to the many thousands, there still 
remains the fact that the work is, as yet, 
only begun; there are millions yet to be 
brought within the fold, millions to sur­
render their old ideas and teaching, in 
regard to the hereafter; the bigotry o f the 
church has yet to bo unbound, and the 
cramping theological dogmas swept away, 
before its adherents can say, “  We are 
free.”  I f  the church can ever be brought 
to view Spiritualism in its true light, we 
may then hope for its easy introduction 
into the minds o f the people who are 
afraid to let go o f their faith, fearing some 
hidden danger is lurking beneath its spe­
cious claims.

May the time speedily come when man 
will realize that he is Lord of himself, free 
to choose his course, free to say, “ No 
man’s ipse dixit can decide my fate: in the 
future, I am the arbiter o f  my own des­
tiny. I f  my deeds upon earth are most­
ly o f approval, I shall find them on the 
other side of life placed to my credit; if, 
on the contrary, they have been deeds o f 
evil, I am equally sure o f  finding them 
there to testify against me.”

Mbs. S. E. C a l d w e l l ,
St. Louis, Mo.

C H IE O -PSY CHOMETBY.
OR THE READING OP THE SOUL BY MEANS OP 

THE PALM-------TYPICAL HANDS— INSTINCT­
IVE, MATERIAL, INDUSTRIOUS— WITH 

THE LESSONS THEY TEACH.

B Y  R O B E R T  A L L E N  C A M P B E L L .

I .

Chiro-psychometry, or the reading of 
the soul by means o f the hand, is aa art 
older than painting, sculpture or medi­
cine. It is an art not a science. It is 
however an art with a scientific basis. It 
is as scientific in its foundations as 
medicine or painting. The technique is 
scientific. In common with medicine it 
has human anatomy as a basis. And in 
common with painting, colors and shades 
are all important, while form is as much 
an essential as in sculpture. But palmis­
try, like medicine, painting, and sculpture 
needs an artistic application o f its funda­
mental principles and scientific basis to 
make it a satisfactory success.

Any one o f sufficient mental capacity 
can learn the science and understand tho 
philosophy of palmistry. In its applica­
tion, however, the artistic ability o f the 
palmister is what adds charm, entertain­
ment, success, usefullness.

Hermes Trismegistus said in his famous 
Emerald Table, which was a text book for

all early initiates o f the occult science : 
“ What is below is like that which is 

above, and what is above is like that 
which is below.”

Swedenborg says, “  the exterior is the 
clothing o f the interior.”

The soul creates a body for itself, and 
as it has to wear this body it makes a 
good, exact and easy sitting fit. Therefore 
the body is like the soul within it, which 
has produced it for its habitation, pleas­
ure and use. Hence the body is like the 
soul. All the powers ofthe man are in or 
represented by the hand, so the hand is 
like the soul.

Palmistry then is the translation ofthe 
peculiarties o f the hand into characteris­
tics o f the soul.

All these points we may elaborate and 
establish later. Suffice it to say here that 
the above is confirmed by revelation, 
science and philosophy.

The palmister, then, so far as he is ac­
complished in his art can read in the hands 
the person’s temperament, appetites, pas­
sions, impulses, aspirations, mental endow­
ments, idiosyncrasies, character and ten­
dencies.

TYPICAL HANDS.
Hands may. of course, be made up of 

all conceivable combinations of the dif­
ferent forms of palms, thumbs and fingers. 
It needs no special observation to notice 
the infinite variety of hands. So while a 
close and perfect system o f classification 
can scarcely be hoped for, still, most hands 
met with in the European and American 
civilizations will more or less clearly come 
under one o f the following classes of 
what naay be termed “  Typical Hands ”  
viz; Instinctive, Material, Industrious, 
Progressive, Philosophic, iEsthetic, Intui­
tive and Psychical.

T h e  in s t in c t iv e  h a n d  presents a coarse 
and uninviting aspect. The palm is large, 
heavy and very hard; the fingers stubbed 
and ungainly; the nails thick and horny ; 
this hand shows dull sense, slothful think­
ing, animal instincts and a mere existence 
for the grosser routine labor o'f the 
world. Such hands on a person o f any 
intelligence will indicate tendencies to­
ward credulous and bigoted superstitions. 
Its vices are groveling nature, besotted 
dissipation, harsh cruelty and unfeeling 
selfishness. Its virtues are unthinking, 
dogged obedience to their recognized 
superiors, instinctive attachments to homo 
and kindred, brute courage and plodding 
laboriousness.

This type with pointed fingers will in­
dulge in and enjoy wild stories o f adven­
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tures, and will revel in superstitions and 
rude practical jokes— especially such as 
result in discomfort or physical annoy­
ance to the victim.

T h e  m a t e r ia l  h a n d  shows a strong 
palm which is warm and moderately elas­
tic ; the fingers are smooth or m oderately 
undulating, with im perfectly formed tips 
o f  any typ e ; the thumb above the aver­
age size, the first phalange long and coni­
cal. This hand shows a tendency to ma­
terial accumulations— avarice, craftiness 
and sensuality. Eiches are its aim, es­
pecially tangible wealth, like lands, houses 
and bullion, rather than credits, bonds and 
stocks. People with such hands will 
sing.

“ Gold! gold ! gold ! gold !
Bright and yellow, and hard and cold ”

This hand suggests a willingness to w ork  
for the sake o f  w ork ’s reward. This 
hand opens slow ly and shuts tightly. A  
man with this hand will be more legal 
than just. H o will be honest because 
“ honesty is the best policy .”  H o will ad­
vocate virtue, bocause purity is less expen­
sive than sensuality. H e will m arry be­

cause a wife is more tasty than a servant 
and cheaper than a housekeeper. H e 
will in a word be pious, because piety is 
profitable. In this he is not hypocritical, 
oi» pretentious, but simply provident and 
thrifty. H e pays his pew rent as he does 
his insurance premium — for protection 
against fire. He con tributes to the m is­
sionary fund, and gives his mite to the 
poor on the same strictly business princi­
ples: for ho believes, what the minister so 
uniformly tells him when asking far con. 
tributions viz :

“ Hewho giveth to the poor 
Lendeth to the Lord.”

And as he has a little surplus cash, con­
siders the security “  A .l  ”  and the rate o f  
interest high, he concludes that money 
thus placed is a better investment than if 
salted down in corner lots or governm ent 
bonds.

The in d u s t r io u s  h a n d  is large and 
firm or elastic. Tho fingers are well de­
veloped, with square or spatulous ends, 
the thumb is heavy— the first phalange 
long. This hand indexos strength rather 
than delicacy, power rather than grace, 
physical activity, endurance and presist- 
ent application. The song o f  the indus- 
strious hand is:

The present point of time is all thou hast.
The future doubtful and the former past. 

People with the industrious hand may 
appreciate the beauties o f  heaven, but they 
deserve it above all because

“  There shall be no night there,” 
so they need waste no time in rest or 
sleep, they love fresh air and wholesome 
diet, and are early risers. A man o f this 
type will turn his attention to machinery, 
building, engineering; and in his sports 
will affect and excel in the department in 
which endurance and skill are the essen­
tial elements.

(  TO BE CONTINUED.)

DIVINE LOVE.
Editor Light in the West:

A  city paper recently reported that at a re­
vival meeting the Evangelist, taking “ Love”  
for histheme, sa id : “ Jesus, (knowingthat the 
tempter had come and had wielded his terri­
ble influence over Judas to betray his master,) 
still was calm and loving towards them all.”
* * * W e must be washed in that blood, 
(Christ’ s)else we have no part with Christ.
* * * The blood of Christ is the countersign 
at the gate o f heaven. * * * The blood of 
Jesus Christ alone washes us from  sin.”

There are a few points and questions that 
the speaker did not elucidate w hich in all seri­
ousness I would like to have satisfactorily 
answered.

1. W hy should Jesus, knowing that the 
devil had seduced Judas from  his allegience, 
exhibit the same tokens of love towards him 
which were shown to the other deciples 
whose hearts were steadfast?

2. Did Jesus know when he called Judas 
that he had or would have a treacherous 
heart?

3. Judas being a bad man, and as such one 
whom Christ warned his deciples from  asso­
ciating with when he told them to keep them­
selves “ pureand unspotted from the world, ”  
did not Jesus stultify himself when ho intro­
duced him to their companionship ?

4. W hat object did Christ have in taking to 
his bosom and making his chief executive 
officer a man who he well knew was a traitor 
at heart: that by him he would ultimately be 
betrayed, and that that betrayal would lead 
to his death ?

5. Christ represented the head of the church 
and his deciples the body. If the church as 
then constituted countenanced intimate rela­
tionship, association and fellowship with a 
man whose vile character was well known ; a 
man whom the world has been and is unan­
imous in denouncing as the personification of 
wickedness and meanness, why should the 
church as at present constituted refuse to do 
the same thing ?

6. If “  the blood of Jesus is the countersign 
at the gate of heaven”  is it possible, under 
any circumstance whatever, for any soul to 
enter in at that gate without the countersign?

7. If such entrance is possible, what is the 
need of the countersign ?

8 . If the countersign is a sine qua non, what 
becomes of the souls of those who never hear

of it?
9. If souls “ e n te r in '’ without it, through 

ignorance of it, is it then true that “ the 
blood of Jesus Christ ”  is the only means of 
salvation, and that ‘ 'b e l ie f”  or “ faith”  in 
that blood is indispensable ?

10. If, then, entrance is given to those who 
have never heard, and therefore have never 
believed, why is the assertion made that “  tlie 
blood of Christ is the countersign at the gate 
of heaven, ”  and that “ the blood of lesus 
alone cleanses from s in ?”

11. Are the souls of all those who die with­
out having heard this atonement doctrine 
preached to be consigned to hell?

12. W ill the souls of those not knowing 
Christ, whose lives have been pure and spot­
less, be consigned to the same hell and pun­
ishment as the souls of vile, bad men ?

J. J. C.

M EDIUMISTIC EXPERIENCES.

Those who patronize the various mediums 
who offer their seances to the public, witness 
not only the various phases of mediumship, 
but also the various phases of human nature.

The avaricious, grasping and penurious, as 
well as liberal and generous, are met with, 
giving full exhibitions of the various disposi­
tions which crop out in various ways. To 
particularize—a materializing medium adver­
tises her profession and after attending several 
seances we are invited to join a select circle, 
at an extra price, to witness manifestations 
that cannot be had in promiscuous circles. 
W e attend three out of the five, but find them 
just as mixed and promiscuous as any circles 
can possibly be. The other two, although 
paid for, we never had the opportunity of 
attending, and whilst this medium is now 
among the noted of Boston, our observations 
lead us to the following conclusion, namely, 
she is a good medium, but is under the control 
of an unscrupulous manager whose only idea 
seems to be to make the most money of the 
management, no matter how it is done. In 
support of this statement we could give a num­
ber of facts which could easily be corroborated 
by numerous persons.

Our next experience is with ail intriguing 
medium whose reputation is superior to any 
other in the W est. In this case, also, the 
management is for money, even to endanger­
ing the life of the medium. The health should 
be made a matter of consideration; for with 
proper care and a little common sense in mi­
nor matters, we could get manifestations truly 
wonderful. Ignorance, obstinacy and avarice 
destroy conditions and the publie have to take 
what they can get.

Then, there are the physical, trance, clair­
voyant, and mediums of other phases who of­
fer their seances for from four to ten dollars 
per circle guaranteed before consenting to 
give a test of their wonderful powers. The 
person organizing the circle usually engages 
twelve persons at one dollar each, calculating 
that two wilj be absent and ten present, form '
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ing a ten dollar circle. Instead of ten out of 
twelve being present, we find from experience 
that it is safer to roly on six or eight; hence 
the organizer of the circle must foot the bal­
ance of the bill as well as give his time for the 
benefit of others. W e believe the laborer is 
worthy of his hire, but when the medium 
draws his or her support from the laboring 
class whose wages are from one to two dollars 
per day, the pay of the medium is entirely out 
o f proportion, and the compliments of the poor 
are not very flattering when given behind the 
medium’s back.

“  Charity covereth a multitude of sins”  and 
if we could “ see ourselves as others see us,”  
we most undoubtedly would practice this no­
ble virtue. To do this, let us think what we 
would do were we to change places with those 
with whom we come in contact.

B.

DREAM OK VISION ?
For Light in the West

I  am a woman. I am one of the heads of a 
family. We are not in affluent circumstances. 
During usual business hours my time is fully 
occupied by labor that taxes me both mentally 
and physically. I am not superstitious regard­
ing what is called the supernatural, but I hold 
my mind free to receive impressions. With­
out being a “  Spiritualist,”  and really not 
knowing precisely in what that belief consists, 
I have frequently, of late years, had occur­
rences come under my personal observation— 
to me certainly strange, unaccountable and 
mysterious—which I desire to know more 
about. These would sometimes come as 
strange and forcible impressions concerning 
myself or others, and I have noticed that they 
were always correct. At other times, and 
quite frequently of late, they have manifested 
themselves to my physical senses, many times 
without invocation, and when invocation was 
made, remarkably intelligent responses would 
always follow. Desiring “  more light”  on the 
subject I have attended several seances, and 
through the medium received communications 
from departed friends. To me these were re­
markably pleasant, and at a recent seance the 
medium said he had been instructed to tell me 
that on a certain day, at the hour of three 
o ’clock in the afternoon, I would become en­
tranced, and, if I had pencil and paper at 
hand, under spirit direction I would be im ­
pelled to write some things that would sur­
prise and astonish me. I mentioned what had 
been told me to some of the young women 
who were employed at the same place where I 
was, all indulging in merriment at the idea of 
]ny going into a trance at that busy hour, 
and, having my mind engrossed by my busi­
ness, dismissed the matter, and I did not think 
of it again until after the occurrence which I 
now relate, nor did I think to provide the paper 
and pencil. While at my work at about the 
hour indicated, a very heavy, uncomfortable 
feeling came over me. I  felt una le to stand 
J saijk down on a lounge and, forgetful of

all surroundings, I slept.
I slept, I became unconscious of every­

thing around me. I dreamed, if it was a 
dream, or I saw a vision, if it was a vision. 
Without knowing the location of the place or 
how I happened to be there, I found myself 
wandering in a I iro;e and beautiful meadow. 
Near my feet flowed a rippling brook that 
glimmered and danced as it wended its jo y ­
ous way over silvery sands and rolling peb­
bles. Along the margin of this lovely little 
stream the grasses and the flowers nodded 
and daintily dipped themselves into the crystal 
tide, lifting their heads and appearing as if 
crowned with diamonds and bedecked with 
jewels. All of the surroundings seemed a ver­
itable part of fairy land. I am a lover of the 
beautiful-, and my attention was drawn to the 
wonderful profusion of the loveliest flo wers 
that peeped and smiled and raised their mod­
est heads no higher than the meadow grass in 
which they grew. A faint ha/e pervaded the 
atmosphere, seemingly laden with the most 
delicious fragrance— a fragrance peculiarly its 
own—that in no way interfered with the odors 
that were suffused from tho grass and the 
flowers. While thus enjoying the beauty of 
my surroundings I noticed that although the 
sky was bright and beautiful, and not very 
distant from me, a peculiar drowsiness began 
to prevail. This gathered in density, like 
snowy billows piled one over the other, with 
their edges margined with gold. Then there 
was a parting in the midst of the cloud, and a 
ladder was let down, one end resting in the 
cloud and the other on the green earth at my 
feet. Down this came two beautiful women, 
all perfectly natural and life-like as though in 
the llesh, wearing clothing that I cannot de­
scribe other than to say it was not white. 
These two approached me and said: “ Mor­
tal, you have done well, but your work is not 
yet finished. There is yet much for you to do, 
and it is your duly, as it will be your pleasure, 
to accomplish it. Your path will not always 
be through flowery meadows, and some of it 
will be along a rough and thorny road. But 
you will be sustained in jou r  efforts to finish 
your work, and when it is done you will be ! 
i emoved to a happier sphere. Go, be of good 
courage. Persevere.”  1 observed a great 
host of beings passing and repassing up and 
down the ladder, many of them being chil­
dren, and as they looked at me they smiled 
and bowed, making kindly signs, but none of 
them spoke to me. And then I saw one who 
seemed to be superior to all the bright siy . 
rounding host. He sat upon a cloud, and as 
he thus sat he drew near to me until he placed 
his lfaud on my head saying, “ My daughter,
I have observed your life upon earth, and what 
you have accomplished has been well done. 
But your work is not finished. More or less 
of pain will be mixed with your pleasure, but 
you must persevere and finish your task, then 
you will be called away. You will pass up 
this ladder as all these bright spirits are now j 
doing. Your work here on earth will fully j  
prepare you for entrance into the fifth sphere, j

and having attained that, your efforts and per­
severance will lift you still higher, and you 
will progress until you reach the seventh 
sphere. When there, you will have attained 
to the highest joy and happiness of spirit-life. 
You will be happy, my daughter. Persevere.”  
Then the golden cloud and its occupant grad­
ually receded. The host of beautiful spirits 
that had visited me withdrew. The two young 
women who had talked to me disappeared- 
The supporting clouds floated into the blue 
ether above, and I was left standing alone in 
the grassy meadow with the flagrant flowers.

I cannot describe the raiments of my won­
derful visitors. I can only say that, like those 
whom they clothed, they were vague and 
misty, but all of the faces were well and clearly 
defined and their expressions pleasant. Du­
ring the whole time, the air was filled with 
wonderful and delicious music, seemingly 
corning from instruments in tho hands of the 
heavenly host. He who placed his hand upon 
my head and called me “ Daughter”  pos­
sessed a serious yet pleasant face, and a gen­
tle voice I noticed that of all those who 
came to me on that occasion, there were none 
whom I knew or had ever seen before.

With this my vision ended. All then be­
came blank, and when I awoke to earthly con­
sciousness friends were chafing my hands and 
striving to restore seemingly suspended ani­
mation. For hours I suffered severely from 
nervous prostration and depression. I was 
weak and friends said I looked as though 1 
was but just recovering from a severe attack 
of illness. The effects and impressions on my 
mind from my trance or vision were delight­
fully pleasant. But what was it? Was it a 
vagary of a disturbed brain, and as such to be 
dismissed as being nothing but a dream? Or 
was it a graciously interposed glimpse into the 
life that awaits us on the other side? W ho 
can tell ?

Mrs. A. E.

1IOW WE BUILD.
St . Louis, Mo., Feb. 12. 1886.

Editor Lig h t  in the West: The accompanying communi­
cation was inspirationally given to me several years ago. 
It embodies the Spiritual philosophy as to how we build ou- 
homes in the Spirit World—I send it for publication.

Susan E. C.

The heavens are luminous with descending 
light, and soon the lamp will be lit for each 
and every one, illuming the way until there 
will be no longer need to stumble in the dark ; 
the voice of the guide will be heard in the dis­
tance, and the finger posts be ever in sight. 
Angels are watching and waiting to give the 
glad welcome to the countless millions jour­
neying towards them. They lift the curtain, 
at times, revealing a glimpse of hidden glories 
and shining homes awaiting the pilgrims who 
with eyes ever fixed upon the promised goal, 
are pressing on, not with fear and anxious 
dread, as heretofore, but with the glad knowl­
edge that all with them will be well. Shining 
ansel friends are there to conduct them to hab. 
itations built for them by their own good
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deeds, and where we can imagine them saying 
as they show each to his or her spiritual hom e: 

44 See, my sister, this beautiful structure 
where you are to abide as long as it is suited 
to your wants; it has risen, step by step,keep- 
ingpacewith your own spiritual growth. This 
beautiful archway, festooned with vines and 
flowers, grew out of your good thoughts, and 
your great desire to help the needy. These 
glistening chrystals which render the place 
so charming, are the tears of sympathy shed 
by you over the woes of others: these walks, 
bordered by such beautiful grasses and lovely 
liowers, were formed by your daily w alk : this 
arbor, so vast and so densely covered by this 
rich foliage, intended as a shelter for many, 
is the mantle of charity you threw over human 
frailty. Your first habitation was marred by 
many deformities, such as selfishness, unchar­
itableness and love of the w orld; but it has 
nearly all crumbled aw ay-just enough left to 
show what your home would have been had 
you not listened to the voice of your good 
angel in time.”

FREE THOUGHT.

Editor Light in the W est:
The writer of this feels deeply tlie woes that 

have Infra inflicted on the hearts and lives of 
humanity by the suppression of free thought— 
people being forbidden to give utterance to 
their convictions and their sence of duty 
growing out of such convictions. In other 
words, the free enunciation of thought has 
been, in the past, put under severe and most 
unjust restraint by the mere expression of one 
man, Paul. He, or perhaps some other man, 
is taken as an unvarying guide to decide the 
question imperatively, whether or not woman, 
as the equal of her brother, man, should be 
permitted to express her opinion at the ballot 
box A  woman’s intuition, taken in its legiti­
mate connection, often shows a surprising 
degree of accuracy in the statement of results 
that will follow a certain course of action per­
taining to the duties of life. It is not to be 
understood that servile slavery, drudgery, 
toil and care have not held supreme and dom­
inant rule over her — enforced by the cus­
toms of society for more than fifteen hundred 
years; and in this kind of employment the 
physical powers have been tasked very gener­
ally to their utmost limit of endurance.

The aim and object of the powers that ruled, 
and still bear rule over the masses of the peo­
ple has not been to make woman free to give 
expression to her own divine impulse, free 
thought, but rather to hide her intellectual 
powers under a bushel from the world that 
needs them and under the paralizing effect of 
a continuous strain of drudgery to keep silence 
and if she would learn anything, she should 
4 ask her husband at home. ’

Her appeal, then, is carried to the so called 
sacred book : but if it fails there, as it does 
most signally and always will, to satisfy any 
reasonable and truth loving mind, she is 
prammed into narrow lines which disallow

self improvement, and cruelly cut off from 
her opportunities to better the intellectual 
status of those who need her oftimes invalua­
ble counsel and advice.

Palpably evident to all unbiased minds is 
it that vx oman should not be compelled in this 
last half of the nineteenth century to observe 
strict rules which bind her to forego her 
own natural rights and privileges. Now, 
while we are living under a form of govern­
ment, which makes bold its statement that 
“ it is a free government made by the people, 
and for the people,”  she may dissent thereto. 
That woman is not free—that she is not yet 
permitted to exercise her rights to citizenship 
and become a factor in framing the laws un­
der which she lives, is so apparent that it 
scarcely needs to be stated. It cannot be 
denied, then, that about one half of this free 
people are not free in the common acceptation 
of the word free, nor are they free as regards 
their rights to express religions-or political 
thought. Other nations may truely taunt us 
of our boasted freedom, the home of free citi- 
izens, of free thought, and we must tamely 
submit to the shame of having declared in 
favor of freedom, and then enacting oppressive 
laws by the masculine element of our people 
against the well being of the feminine, which 
popularly and truely demands the well mean­
ing intentions and acts of the government in 
their behalf, being the weaker ̂  ) of the twain. 
We hope that the old, fossilized ideas may be 
cast aside, as they hinder the progress of our 
race in obtaining knowledge of the New Dis­
pensation-the better way of life.

Surely the ancients were not competent to 
frame rules to be applied to woman’s condition 
in all the future life on earth. But as a class 
then determined upon a course of policy which 
was designed by its founders to give them 
selves the power to rule the unsuspecting, 
comprising by far the most numerous class, 
these latter could, by adroit management, be 
put under subjection to their leaders. And 
their rule over the people has ever been one 
of iron bondage, of fear of an angry deity, of 
threatened destruction and torment inflicted 
by an angry God upon all who would not 
believe all His statements, against all who 
would not degrade their own manhood and 
womanhood and bow down to the most des­
potic class of chaotic leaders that earth s 
great luminary ever shone upon.

But we render our heartfelt thanks to the 
bright messengers of the immortal life, for 
opening the prison doors and joyfully bidding 
earth’s captives “ Go free.”  Many, many 
millions have accepted the entire freedom 
vouchsafed by those angel visitants to our 
present life and all who may in .future ages 
live on earth. Let women everywhere arise 
in the true dignity and majesty of her high 
estate as a power belonging to the wellfare 
of her race, and its emancipation from the 
cruel tyranny of those who in ages past put 
upon her neck the yoke of subjection. And 
our world’s history has written the success of 
measures designed to enslave her as with

hooks of steel. Away, then, with old fossi­
lized ideas and opinions, however much their 
paid advocates may claim inspiration in sup­
port of them. Let all inspiration and its sub­
jective matter disclosed perish together and 
be banished from the face of our earth. Let 
women join heart and hand the army that 
has carried aloft the noble standard of her 
emancipation, and present and future intelli­
gences will boldly proclaim the beniiicence of 
her just claims, the influence her power 
exerts for the removal of the curse under 
which humanity is to-day groaning.

Especially, let women trample under her 
feet any book that wrests from her God given 
rights to life, liberty and, under wholesome 
and wise laws the pursuit of happiness.’ Let 
unjust laws be amended and woman be a 
factor therein.

E. P. G oods-e l l .
New Haven, Cunn.

LADIES’ DRESS.
Whatever departs from the flowing skirt 

and approaches tight fitting in woman’s dress 
is unbecoming and inartistic. \\ oman, by her 
physical structure, was intended to be draped- 
not dressed as if she were cast in a mold. 
Strange how many otherwise womanly women 
seem facinated with the attire of a man to the 
extent of wearing coat, vest, hat and carrying 
a cane. A woman in male attire is no longer 
a woman, but something indefinite. Young la­
dies, if they only knew how disgusting to gen­
tlemen are masculine traits and tastes in 
ladies and how attractive are displays of fem­
inine modest tastes and neatness, would array 
themselves with simplicity and modesty.

It is a matter of self respect to be well dress­
ed at all times, but this does not necessitate
the spending of a greater amount than he or 
she can afford. The rule should be to decide 
how much you can afford to expend upon 
your clothing, and then dress as tastefully and 
as well as you can upon that amount. It is a 
mistake to think that the richest attire is the 
most refined. The dress should harmonize 
with the appearance of the wearer and taste 
should be studied rather than display. The 
most lavish display in dress will not atone for 
lack of beauty or grace. Therefore, unrefined 
or ugly people should avoid calling attention 
to their defects by loudness in their attire. 
Elegance lies in simplicity. Then, again, neg­
lect in dress, in either man or woman, is as 
great a fault as too great a regard for it. 
Lavatcr, one of the keenest students of human 
nature, has said: “ Young women who neg­
lect their toilets and manifest little concern 
about dress indicate a general disregard of 
order, a mind but ill adapted to the details of 
house-keeping, a deficiency of taste and the 
qualities that inspire love.”

Stephen Salisbury, through Spirit Message 
Department in N. D C. A xe: This is surely
a strange experience. It is a little over a year 
since 1  laid aside my mortal form and entered
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upon my disembodied existence. I  fully real­
ize the change and wish it were in my power to 
make statements of our conditions as spirits, 
that would be fully understood by those who 
read this, my first message. However, I will [ 
do the best I can, considering la m  obliged lo 
use an instrument entirely foreign to my na- j 
ture. I  feel called upon at this time to warn | 
the American people of impending dangers, ! 
that are now threatening their liberties. The j 
Roman Catholic power is slowly and surely 
weaving its web to entangle Liberty and in a 
very short time, shorter than you think, the 
blow will be struck. The only hope of Reli­
gious Liberty is united action upon the part 
of all true Americans.

A  correspondent in Unity says:
Trinitarianism teaches that there are three 

persons in the Godhead. Three distinct per­
sons, not three separate persons. That the 
second person of the Godhead took upon him j 
human nature, but the other two persons did 
not and although he did a separate act he is 
not a separate person. It seemet’n to teach 
that one can be a person and not be a being. 
It teaches that the F ather is God —the son is 
God—the Holy Ghost is G od ; yet there is but 
one God. It teaches that Jesus was a perfect 
man and a pefect God united. That the 
Father is not one-third of God but very God; 
that the Son is very God: that the Holy Ghost 
is very God, yet that is but one God.

Unitarianism teaches that there is but one 
person in the Godhead: that the Eternal
Father is the Only True God. John 17:3

THE SPIRITUAL LIFE.

Spiritual O ffering: All religions teach the
possibility of living a spiritual life, also incul­
cate the belief that a natural life cannot be a 
spiri ual one. Their saviors and chosen 
teachers were either Gods, or supernaturally 
inspired, a distinct class, endowed with spir­
itual wisdom from on high For the uninspired 
to attain spiritual excellence it was believed 
to be essential to suppress or eradicate the nat­
ural demands of the b od y ; the flesh was to be 
crucified that the soul might become enriched, 
earth despised that heaven might be attained: 
the duties of this life neglected in preparation 
for a spiritual kingdom. The revelations of 
the material universe were supposed to be an­
tagonistic to those coming from the same 
Source, God, but through different channels. 
The heavens declared the glory of God, but 
astronomy was diabolical; the earth was 
created by divine power, but the sublime 
revelations traced upon its reeky libs were 
dangerous to the soul, 'ihe  water, air, and 
unseen forces were his creations, but the 
chemist who, by analyzing discerns their pro­
perties, and announces the marvelous exact- 

n ess of their proportions, was accused of be­
ing in league with the evil on e .

* * * * * * * * *
Humanity has had a long and wearisome 

journey from the marshes and lowlands of the

| past to the broad table lands of science. Rea­
son has now dispelled many of the appalling 
shadows of superstition, broken the iron chains 
of bigotry, lifted man from  the dust of ages 
and placed his feet upon the rock of truth; it 
has supplied the brain with food for vigorous, 
ennobling thought, and prepared the way for 
a more exalted, spiritual life than was possi­
ble in the reign of supernaturalism. To-day 
man is understood to be a spirit, and spiritual life 
as natural as the material; the body is the temple of 
the divine guest, to be cherished as the instrument 
through which the soul unfolds its power.

‘ «While ou tliis earth ye stay,
Oh! nobly live,

Strive ye from day to day 
Some joy to give,

Some hopeful word to speak,
Fresh strength to give the weak,
By constant effort seek

Nobly to live .”

NOT SURPRISING.
Church people generally, as well as most 

superficial thinkers, and some consequential 
scientists, are still disposed to treat the claims 
of Spiritualism either as fraudulent or as un­
worthy of serious consideration, and this, not­
withstanding the vast array of careful search 
by many of the most eminent thinkers, phil­
osophers and scientists the world has ever 
produced, all resulting in the most positive 
confirmation of the central facts that consti­
tute the basis of the Spiritual philosophy.

Well, this is not to be wondered at, when we 
consider that most people of the first class 
mentioned are firmly of the conviction that 
the universe was created on the first six days 
of the week, and that the Creator rested on 
the seventh; that tl.e earth ceased its revolu­
tion upon its axis for a certain period at the 
command of an ancient general; and that the 
race descended from a single pair, said to have 
been created perfect at the start, the woman 
being constructed from a spare-rib dissected 
from the anatomy of the man. W e are not 
surprised that this class should believe any­
thing they please of Spiritualism. If eighteen ! 
hundred years of growth and civilization | 
could not eliminate such strange nonsense ! 
from the enlightened religious thought of the 
world, it can not, surely, be expected that a 
bare forty years of research, even though teem­
ing with mountains of evidence of the truths 
of Spiritualism, could make much impression 
upon such minds.

And then we must remember that all new 
ideas are of slow growth. It has only been a 
few years since the most enlightened human 
mind could grasp the thought of the spheri­
city of the earth; and some there are to-day, 
who consider themselves well informed 011 
many subjects, who have 110 more conception 
of spiritual things than an oyster has of its 
own existence. To them, figuratively speak­
ing, the world is flat, and will continue so for 
ages.

We once heard an intelligent gentleman say 
that no amount of evidence could convince him 
of the truth of the claims of Spiritualism. An­

other intelligent gentleman -  no less personage 
than Bro. Mendum, publisher of the Boston 
Investigator,—said, in a conversation with us 
on the subject of Spiritualism, virtually the 
same—that he would not accept any evidenca 
of his senses as to the existence of spiritual 
beings, or spirits independent of the mortal 
body, as there could be no such beings!

N ow, no one can say that these gentleman 
are wanting in intelligence, or common sense. 
They simply belong to that class who know 
that the world is flat, and does not turn over 
every  twenty-four hours They have demon­
strated this fact by placing an imaginary 
pumpkin upon a figurative stump, and find­
ing it there next day!

We can afford to be charitable with all such 
for their minds are so peculiarly constructed 
that they can not well think otherwise than as 
they do.

tu t there is another class of men who deny 
the facts of Spiritualism, who really ought to 
know better. W e allude to certain scientists 
who ignore the whole subject as one unwor­
thy of investigation. They deny captiously 
and unreasonably, thereby, proving them­
selves unworthy of their high calling. The 
truly scientific mind ever denies cautiously, 
and only after the most careful demonstration. 
It feels its way inch by inch, and affirms or 
denies only after the most rigorous research.

None of the scientists who reject the facts 
of Spiritualism pretend to have given the sub­
ject anything more than a superficial examin­
ation. Hence, we have the right to reject their 
opinions upon the subject as not of the slight­
est weiirlit. Their testimony is simply of a neg­
ative character—like that of the witness who 
testified that he did not seethe prisoner steal 
the sheep,— and is entitled to no more con­
sideration. A witness who knows the phenom­
enal facts of Spiritualism to be true even 
though an untutored child, is entitled to a 
thousand times more weight than the blind 
and prejudiced negations of a Tyndall or a 
Carpenter.

-  Golden Gate.

ACCIDENTAL DEATH AND IMMEDIATE 
RivTURN.

Mrs. E. A. Cutting, in Facts: In August, 
1861, my first husband, Mr. George C. Sher­
man, was at Montpelier Junction, Vt ,on busi­
ness. He had started for his home in Water- 
bury, Vt., and was run over by the cars about 
five o ’clock in the afternoon. Ilis legs were 
so badly crushed that he died about one 
o ’clock in the night. I was thirty miles from 
home, and knew nothing of what had hap­
pened. The church clocR struck one, and 
awoke me from a sound sleep, and to the con­
sciousness that my husband was standing by 
my bed; and I said; “ George, I have had a 
bad dream. I thought I  was away from you, 
and sick. I am so glad it is not so, and that 
you are here.”  He then drew me to him, and 
kissed me, saying: “ I  will be always near 
you to warn you of danger,”  These words
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he had used a short time before in a conversa­
tion on Spiritualism, when he said he hoped 
he should be permited to come to me, if there 
was any truth in it. He appeared to me as 
natural as anybody in the flesh, and, as he 
rose from the bed, I  said: “  You are not g o ­
ing now, are you? It is only one o ’clock, for 
I heard the clock strike only a few minutes 
ago.”  He answered; “ I must go ”  He 
stooped and kissed me, and then, with a sigh 
said; “ Oh, I  must g o ! ”  and vanished. I 
knew then it was his spirit I  had seen, and 
the next day heard the sad news that my hus­
band was dead. He said he would warn me 
of danger, and he has done so many times. 
I was not then a Spiritualist, but through 
the manifestation o f spirits I have been 
brought to the grand and beautiful knowledge 
that our friends live beyond the grave, and 
can, under proper conditions, return to earth, 
and hold sweet communion with us.

MIND CURES.
Within the last comparatively few months, the 

possibility and practicability of curing diseases, 
of all forms without the use of medicines or any 
other physical agencies have bean pressed upon 
public attention with very great zeal and earn­
estness. There is nothing new in the idea ; it is 
as old as the most ancient of all records, and has 
assumed various features in the various ages, 
according to the environment. The present form 
is apparent^ the result, and a very natural one, 
of tho importance which studies in psychology 
have been gradually assuming. At present, the 
idea of “ mind cure”  is the dominant one, whch 
will doubtless live out its day and disappear; but 
it is worth while to consider briefly its claims, for 
it is surely doing no small amount of injury in 

.many cases, some of them being those in which 
remarkable cures have been claimed. The strong­
hold of the “ mind cure” as yet is in Boston.

It is quite manifest that the claims which are 
put forth depend for the possibility of their ful­
fillment on two things: 1 . The actuality and 
potentiality of “ thought transference” ; and 2 , 
the limit of the power which can be exerted by 
mental energy, not ofily on bodily functions, but 
on the living tissues aud organic changes.

I f the first point— “ transference of thought” 
-cannot be thoroughly established, we have noth­
ing whatever on which to base a belief that 
“ mind cure”  is any more than a delusion. The 
one who is to act the part of “ healer” simply 
turns his own mental power and attention in 
upon himself, concentrating his energy upon the 
idea that the patient is free from disease. This 
he does while sitting by the patient’s side, 
though it is claimed by some that it can be done 
without even coming into the patient’s presence 
or entering his house. In proportion as his vital 
force, that is, his nerve force, becomes absorbed 
in this one thing, it is transferred to the mind of 
the patient, who is thus brought into physical 
relation with him, and is under his control to 
such a degree that what he believes, the patient 
necessarily believes. The patient thus believes 
that he is well, and, as the result, he is well, 
either immediately or speedily. This is the the­
ory and the action, according to their own state­
ments.

It is but fair to say that the evidence in favor

of “ mind transference”  is exceedingly small 
Very careful experiments have been made, both 
in Europe and in this country, and no fair 
minded person can say that the proofs of trans­
ference of an idea from one mind to another 
without external agency go any further tlian 
what would be obtained from the doctrine of 
chance by means of accidental coincidence.

But now, in order to give every possible advan­
tage to the advocates o f “ mind cures”  let us ad­
mit for the oceassion all that is claimed by any 
one of the reility and extent of thought trans­
ference, and see how far it can carry us. No one 
professes to deny that the influences ofth e  mind 
over the sanitary condition ofthe body is exceed­
ingly great, though it has in medical practice 
been sadly disregarded, in times past. W e know 
that in every form of disease the patient can be 
very largely benifited by those attendant circum­
stances which give tone of hopefulness to the 
mind, and specially by the efforts of his own will. 
W e have no reason to question that in many 
instances the balance between life an 1 death can 
be held and determined by the patient’s actual 
will power.

W e know al-o that multitudes of cases are 
daily occuring, involving very great exhaustion 
and distress, with not unfrequently most acute 
pain, in which the disease is purely and solety 
functional, that is, there is no organic change of 
any tissue, so far as we can ascertain. The-e 
patients, as a rule, are in no danger whatever, 
notwithstanding the frightful symptoms which 
they exhibit. Their case can terminate rapidly, 
and even instantly, in recovery, of which per­
fectly unnumbered instances can be given. 
Many who have been “ bedridden” for years 
recover in this manner. And one point in addi­
tion ought to be mentioned—every possible symp- 
ton of organic disease is continually simulated 
by these functional forms so completely as to 
deceive the friends o f the patient and not unfre­
quently the physician himself. These cases can 
be largely controlled by the mind ; they are 
within the reach of the “ mind cure.”

In many of them; the machinery is in suffici­
ently good order for running; it lacks only 
steam. In them, a mind healer may make not 
only a complete cure, but one that is permanent. 
In others, the muscles have been so long with­
out use that they have become sadly weakened; 
and while the stimulus o f hope under the in 3u- 
ence of the m nd healer springs them into energy, 
so that the one who is learfully crippled can and 
does move at will, thus putting on record an­
other “ cure,’ ’ yet the reaction is as sure, though 
not quite so rapid. Within one, or perhaps two 
days, the new-found strength begins to sink 
away, and presently the patient has become 
much worse than before, and commonly is per­
manently injured, and hopelessly so, whereas 
different treatment might have made a slow but 
a steady and complete recovery. These cases 
are more common than those first mentioned.

The advocates of the “  mind cure ”  claim it 
is true that the vi. w here given does not repre­
sent the case fairly. They state continually that 
organic diseases are healed as promptly and as 
readily as those which are not functional. In 
regard to this, we must remember two things: 
First that functional diseases, as already shown, 
simulate the organic completely, and are con­
stantly mistaken for them; and that the practice 
of every physician shows Jnm that their propor­

tionate number is by many fold the greater. But 
the main difficulty is in the second point, which 
is that an instantaneous cure of a serious organ­
ic disease is impossible through any natural 
agency. This point, though sure and certain, 
is taken but seldom into the account.

An organic disease necessarily involves a 
change of tissue There is in the affected organ 
an increase or diminuation of the natural tissue 
itself, or otherwise a tissue of distinct nature is 
substituted for it. Referring to one organ mere­
ly—the i eart. It is laboring, we will say, with 
pericardiac eftusion—“  water on the heart” — 
and can continue in life and action only with a 
hard struggle. Even if the diseased pericardium 
could be instantaneously made perfectly sound, 
what could remove the fluid already present and 
choking out the life ofthe patient ? It passes be­
lief that any agent, either mental or physica 
could cause it to disapp- ar. The same difficulty 
exists as in every form of disease to which the 
valves are liable. To allow recovery, a physical 
removal or supply of tissue becomes necessary ; 
and, as our minds are constitu ed, and in the 
present state o four knowledge, this is plainly 
to us an impossibility.—Scientific American.

DOT YOUR I S AND CROSS YOUR T ’S.
What the compositor asks (but at present can­

not obtain ) is, not that the n and u be made 
alike, but that- e ch have its distinctive shape ; 
not that the t be made similar to I, but that it be 

J crossed, or else after the fashion much in vogue, 
namely, a stroke more or less sloping, with a 
loop in the center on the side farthest from the 
letter following i t : and lastly, that the i be dot­
ted, an omission which seems to meet with great 
favor among authors, though it is very tant diz - 
ing to the compositor, since in bad manuscript 
the undotted i may be taken to represent either 
c, e, or r, or even be supposed to form part of 
what in reality is the letter m. But if the i 's 
were dotted and t's crossed, few complaints 
would emanate from printing offices, or, indeed, 
ever be heard, so great an aid is the due placing 
of these letter belongings in the task of decipher­
ing —Scientific American.

A  COMMUNICATION.
St . L o u is , Mo., Jan. 25, 1886.

4 Editor Light in the West :
I  have been asked several times, by persons 

wishing to investigate Spiritualism, where a good 
medium might be found, and I would like to say 
a word about Geo. V . Cordingley, of 1604 Pine 
St., City. He is undoubtedly one i f  the very 
best physical mediums. I  have been attend­
ing his seances for the past year, and am charmed 
with their fairness and unmistakable character 
as being what, they claim to be—Spiritual and 
not mortal manifestations. Their gcnuiness is 
simply unquestionable, and there can be no mis­
take about the fact that his hands are not used 
and there is no hocus poeus about it, as hundreds 
of our best citizens will attest. It’ is so fair that 
I do not think it possible for even a skeptic to 
doubt what I so strongly state. Such a person 
might not consider it the work of spirits, but he 
would be obliged to admit that it was not the 
work of human beings in the form. I will not 
give a detailed account of his seances, but will 

j simply state the phenomena witnessed at a late
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seance at which fifteen persons were present. | 
The circle was formed by connecting hands | 
around a table, the medium being held by two 
lady strangers (skeptics), the light was extin- j 
guishel and the manifestations witnessed by all j 
present, were as fallows: Spirit lights floated 
around the room, and over the heads of sitters, 
sometimes in groups of three or more, handi 
would nppear (two, three or more, at times) from 
which a lumiuous vapor arjse; spirit hands of 
aduits and infants were felt by all present; a 
small music box was taken over the heads ofthe | 
setters and played by spirits, and the grand- | 
father of a lady present, who had been in spirit j 
life for many years, conversed with her in audi- I 
ble whispers. The light was tl.cn lit, and we had 
a light circle, during which those present re­
ceived communications from their spirit friends, 
also impromptu poems and songs upon subjects 
given by those present; also, the greatest won­
der of all, independent slate writing took place— 
but I am trespassing on yo;ir valuable space and 
will not elucidate further, for descriptions of 
these things are poor reading. Seeing is believ­
ing.

Respectfully,
M . L y l e ,

314 .School St., City.

MESMERISM.
Several residents of North St. Louis, who do 

not believe in mesmerism, issued a challengu last 
week to Prof Johnston, a professional mesmerist, 
offering to bet $100 to $25 that he cannot influ­
ence them The Professor has quietly replied 
th t while he may not be able to mesmerize them 
in public, if they will give him a private inter­
view ho can convin e them of the truth of his 
claims as an operator. Whetcier he can mesmer­
ize or not may be a question, but there is no ques­
tion a- to the fact that there are people who firmly 
believe i > mesmeri m Several, xperiments were 
made last week before the St. Louis Sociely for 
Psychical Re earoh which have made ma ,y con­
verts to the theory.

THU LONDON SOCIETY.
One of the results of the labors ofthe London 

Society for Psychical Research has been to arouse 
among the more intelligent and libera -minded 
scientific men an interest in the various phases 
and phenomena of mesmerism. The printed re­
ports of the society have found quite a large cir­
culation in the United States, and hive caused 
the f  rmal on of similar organizations in the 
larger ci ies here. What wi 1 be ihe ultima e re­
sults can harJly be surmise I, as ihe repor:ed d s- 
coveri s have opened vast fields for research 
w lich had not eve i been dreamed of, and have 
set so many so-callel scientists to tlii king that 
perhaps there is really something worthy of in­
vestigation b ;side the anatomical structure of a 
lightning-bug.

Among many interesting things the last journal 
of the London Socicty for Pi-ychi al Research 
contains a report upon *■ Some Higher A  pects 
of Mesmeri m,” made by Messrs. Edmund Gur­
ney and Frederic W . H. Meyers, two prominent 
members of the society, Mr. Gurney being its 
general seer tary. The report says :

“ After years of negle.t mesmerism is once 
again, though in a tone less violent and defiant 
than heretofore, making a very distinct claim to 
serious attention. It has not, indeed, passed the

stage of having its existence widely doubted ; but 
those who gra ,t its existence are more impressed 
with a sense o its importance—no' as a mere iso­
lated group of marvels, but in virtue of its inti­
mate relations with psych cal research in general. 
"We have already dwelt, at some length, with the 
primary thesis of the reality o f mesmerism. We 
havec nsidered adverse theories, and endeavored 
to show 'hat beyond th • recognized effects o f at­
tention and inhibition, whi h are b oadly classed 
under the name of hypnotism, there is sufficient 
ev dence for a specific influence whereby certain 
individ uals can originate in certain others a 
well-marked group of

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL PHENOMENA.
The topics with which we have further to deal 

are of wide" scope and stranger complexion 
They are three in number, and may lie briefly 
designated as he mesmeric treatment of disease, 
silent ‘ willing’ ■ nd ‘ willing’ at a distance and 
clairvoyance. The three classes differ among 
themselves in iheir relations both to science and 
to mesmerism proper. In the first class—that of 
‘ mesmeric healing.’ a very large number of cases 
fall within (or, at any rate, not much beyond) the 
limits of admitted physiological law ; and so far 
are not crucial tests of a specific mesmeric influ­
ence. Some of them may be ascribed to the re­
cognized action of the mind on the body ; others 
may be, at most, merely hypnotic in origin due, 
that is, to he profound nervous change which is 
now so widely admitted as a true effect of monoto­
nous sensory stimulation. It is possible, indeed, 
that in proportion as tne student realizes the com­
plexity and profundity of the changes induced, he 
will be disinclined to asisgn r gid limits to the 
possible methods of inducing them—and the 
more so if, mingle 1 with the easily explicable 
cases, he encounters others to which the theories 
of imagination and hypnotism seem manifestly 
inappropriate. Yet even of these latter cases, 
where mesmeric influence has to be accepted, 
and orthodox physiology is so far left behind, 
some sort of physiological p cture of the events 
is still conceivable The sarne may be sai I o f  
our second class of ca es, those of silent or dis­
tant ‘ willing.’ For the rapport here implied 
may be represented as only a special extension of 
that ‘ telegraphic’ sympathy between two organ­
isms, the doctrine of which is slowly creeping 
within the circle of scientific acceptance, and 
may almost be said to tremble on the confine® of 
orthodoxy. With our third class—clairvoyance 
—it is far otherwise; and this class is to be doubly 
distinguished from others. On the one hand, it 
carries us «t a bound beyond conceivable limits 
of physiological explanation; while on the other 
hand, it is not prima facie suggestive of any mes­
meric influence >,t all. Mesmerism, if that is in­
deed the means by which the clairvoyant state 
is induced, is here no more than the gate which 
introduces us to

AN UNKNOWN WORLD ; 
and the question of the method of induction 
(hypnotic or mesmeric) sinks, one may say, into 
insignificance, in comparison with the extraordi­
nary problems presented by the condition itself. 
We are fully aware of the difficulties which such 
language suggests, and of the attitude of con­
temptuous disregard which it is apt to provoke. 
That attitude is, indeed, one which, we think, 
admits here of special excuse. For, of all sub­
jects, mesmerism is, perhaps, the one that has 
suffered most from its own supporters, and he who

attempts to form a judgment of it from its litera­
ture finds himself too often wading through a 
morass of unstable theory, played over by the 
ignis fatuus o f an ill-trained imagination. Even 
attempts at more direct study are apt to lead the 
inquirer into dismal realms of credulity, ignor­
ance and imposture, while the genuine facts, 
like other rare vital phenomena, have had no 
particular tendency to spring up among the per­
sons best fitted to weigh and record them.” 

After referring to the weight of evidence in 
favor of mesmerism and the undue haste with 
which it has often been rejected, the report treats 
at length of the anaesthetic power and efficacy of 
mesmerism in surgical cases, and the experience 
of Dr. Esdaile, who, by its aid, performed at ti e 
government hospitals in India, the most teriific 
operations in surgery without evoking even a 
groan. Evidence of many wonderful cures is 
shown,and the methods of Ur. Esdaile, a mesmer­
ist, and Dr Braid, a hypnotist, are compared. The 
power of mesmerised water to induce sleep is con­
sidered, and the following account given by Dr 
Esdaile of his application of it to therapeutic pur­
poses is quoted:

“ From multiplied experiments in six different 
hospitals, I should as soon doubt the power of 
fresh water to quench thirst as that of mesmer­
ized water to induce sleep in persons who have 
already felt the mesmoric influence Here also 
it will be said that smell and taste, suggestion 
and imagination, and no oxtraneous influence, 
produced the result. I repeat that the only ex­
periments on which I rely were first trial; they 
were made atintervals of mont s and years,

IN SIX DIFFERENT HOSPITALS, 
and my test experiments were thus conducted : 
The mesmerised water was medicated with tinc­
ture of rhubarb, tincture of cardamon, aromatic 
spirit of ammonia, etc., and given to the patients 
at their usual time of taking physic, so that it 
was impossible to excite suspicion or expectation 
of anything unusual in them. The result was 
that a very large proportion of susceptible sub. 
jects were so profoundly entranced on the first 
occasion that they might have been ■ perated on 
without pain; and th ir unhealthy sores were 
frequently burned with undiluted nitric acid 
without their feeling it, when sleeping from the 
effects of mesmerized watar.”

The manner in which the pin sicians of the 
olden time assaulted mesmerism reminds one of 
the criticisms of many physicians and scientific 
men of the present day. Among other para­
graphs from the anti-mesmeric literature of the 
time of Dr. Esdaile, the report quotes the follow­
ing from the Medico-Chirurgical Review:

“ The mesmero mania has nearly dwindled in 
the metropolis into anile fatuity, but lingers in 
some ofthe provinces with the gabemonches and 
chaw-bacons, who, after gulping down a pound 
of fat pork, would, with well-greased gullets, 
swallow down such a lot of mesmeric mummery 
as would choke an alligator.”

The London Lancet says: “ We regard the 
abettors of mesmerism as quacks and impostors 
they ought to be hooted out of professional so­
ciety.”

And yet the scientific gentlemen who make 
the report to the Psychical Research society not 
only declare that mesmerism is a fact, but that it 
can be made a blessing to mankind as a thera­
peutic agent. Some interes ing ins’ances are 
related of roesmerization by impression. One is
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as follows:
“  I had been looking for a blind man upon 

whom to test the imagination theory, and one at 
last presented himself. I  placed him on a stool 
without saying a word to him, and entranced 
him in ten minutes without touching him. This 
man became so susceptible that by making him 
the object of my attention

I COULD ENTRANCE HIM 
in whatever occupation he was engaged and at 
any distance within the hospital enclosure. My 
first attempt to influence the blind man was made 
by gazing at him silently over a wall while he 
was engaged in tlie act of eating his solitary din­
ner, at a distant e of twenty yards. Ho gradually 
ceased to eat, ind in a quar er of an hour was 
profoundly entranced and cataleptic. This was 
repeated at the mo t untimely hours, when he 
could not possibly know of my being in his neigh" 
borhood, and always with like results.”

The report proceeds: “ With this case we
might compare Reichenbach’s account of repeat­
edly waking a somnambulist by the mere exer­
cise of will, and another similar instance in the 
report of the committee of the French Royal 
Academy of Medicine, published in 1831. This 
committee stated that they could not doubt the 
reality of the effect produced on one of their sub­
jects by an influence exercise 1 ‘ without his 
knowledge and at a certain distance from him.’ 
But the instances which they report are less 
striking than the following. Mr. Adams, a sur­
geon of Lymington, describes how a medical 
student, a guest in his own house, twice suc­
ceeded in mesmerizing the man-servant of a com 
m o n  friend at a

DISTANCE OF NEARLY TWENTY MILES, 
the time when the attempt was to be made having 
in each case been privately arranged with the 
man’ ) master. On the first occasion the unwit­
ting ‘ subject’ fell at tho time fixed, 7:30 p m., 
into a state of profound coma not at all rosem- 
bling natural sleep, from which he was 
with difficulty arou-od. He sdd that ‘ befora ho 
fell asleep he had lost the use of his legs; he had 
endeavo ed to kick tho cat away and could not 
do so.’ On the second occasion a similar fit was 
induced at 9:30 in the morning while he was in 
the act of walking across the meadow to feed 
the pigs.”

“ The following experiments of Mr. Sisson’s 
were performed on an incredulous I*-'3; ,  wnose 
first expe ience of tho subjecthid bee i a few m o­
ments’ subjection to

THE SLIGHTKST rOSSIBI.E HYPNOTIC PROCESS 
in the course of the evening. Conversation went 
on to other topics, and then followed a light 
supper. Several of the gentlemen, myself among 
the number, were obliged to stand. I stood 
talking to a friend against’the wall, and at tho 
back of Vtiss Cooke, some three or four feet off 
from her. Her wine glass was filled, and I made 
up my mind that she should not drink without 
my ‘ willing.’ I wont on talking and watching 
her many futile attempts to get the glass to her 
mouth. Sometimes she got it a few inches from 
tho level of the table, sometimes she got it a. lit­
tle higher, but she evidently felt that it was not 
for some reason to be done. At last 1 said : 
‘ Miss Cooke, why dont you drink your wine?, 
and her answer was at once : ‘ I  will when you 
let me.’ ”

Another case is related as follows : “  When
she wished to leave the room, I could at any

 ̂ time prevent her, by willing that fhe should 
stay, and this silently. 1  could not arrest her 

j  while she was in motion, but if  slie stood for a 
I moment, and I mentally said stand, she stood, 
i unable to move from the spot. I f  she placed 

her hand on the table I could affix it by my 
[ will alone, ard unfix it by will. I f  she held a 

ruler or paper-knife in her closed hand. I could 
compel her by will alone to unclose her hand 
and drop the article. Frequently when she 
has been at the tea-table, and I quite behind I 
and out o f sight, have I locked her jaws or ar­
rested her hand with her bread-and-butter in 
it, when half-way betwixt her plate and her 
mouth.”

Several other interesting incidents are re­
lated, and the report closes as follow s: “ Those 
who engage in this, as in other branches of 
psychical research, must be prepared to face 
much wearisome failure, much deceptive am- 
biguiiy. Y «t thus, perhaps, may they, with 
.i.Oit reason, hope to lay the corner-stone o f a 
valid experimental psychology, and to open 
up our deepest inlet into the inner man.

The subject o f clairvoyance is to be treated 
o f in a future number o f the journal.

The president o f  the society is Prof. Balfour 
Stewart, F. R S., and among the members of 
the council or executive board o f the society 
are: Lord Rayleigh, F. R . S . ; Prof. J. C. Ad­
ams, F. R  S. o f Cambridge university; Prof. 
W. E. Barrett o f the Royal College o f  Science, 
Dublin; Prof. Henry Sidg.vick o f Trinity col­
lege, and Prof. O. J Lodge o f University col­
lege, Liverpool. The bishop o f Carlisle and 
the bishop o f Ripon are among the vice-presi 
eents; and Gladstone, Ruskin and Tennyson 
are among the honorary members who take a 
great interest in th<̂  work o f the society, as are 
also E. Alfred Wallace and Wrn. Crooker, both 
fellows o f the Royal society, and leadingscien- 
tists o f England.

Among the correspondiug members in 
America are Profs. Pickering, Janies and 
Bowditch of Harvard. Prof. Fullerton o f Per n- 
sylvania university, Prof. Hal! o f John Hop­
kins’ university and Prof. Butler o f  Columbia 
college, New Y ork .—Missouri Republican.

TH REE RULES.
Bayard Taylor once spoke concerning the 

rules o f success in the following term s:
“ I have alvs ays reverently accepted them : 
“ First, labor. Nothing can be bad for noth­

ing; whatever a man achieves, he must paj’ 
fo r ; a nd no favor o f fortune can absolve him 
from duty.

“ Secondly, patience and forbearance, which 
issimply dependent on the slow justice of time.

■•Thirdly—the most important—faith, unless 
a man believes in something far higher than 
limself, something infinitely purer and grander 
than he has ever become—unless he has an in­
stinct o f  an order beyond his dreams, o f laws 
beyond his comprehension, o f besuty and good­
ness and justice, beside which his own ideas 
are dark, he will fail in-every loftier form o f 
ambition, and ought to fail.”

—Spiritual Offering.

HOME OF THEODORE PARKER.
( Continued.)

She threw open a door, or rather it seemed to 
open at her will, or by seme unseen power, and 

, wa entered a room through which a soft, white 
light seemed flowing, There was a bed on one 
side, so delicately white that only summer-clouds 
can express it. Long, silken, white curtains fell 
about like delicate tissue. A  couch, carved of a 
material like translucent ivory, with cushions 
violet-colored, and with small figures of white 
resembling embossed silk more than aught else,

| stood near. This room was in form like the 
I quarter of a circle ; yet the drapery was so ar­

ranged that no angle was noticeable. Delicate 
vi es were trained across what in earthly habita­
tions are repreesnted by windows, but which 
seemed like open spaces, that closed by letting 
down transparent screens or by drawing cur­
tains. “ You dc not feel weary,”  my mother 
said “  but quiet will refresh you. I  will leave 
you here, but will come again when you desire 
me.”  The perfect quiet and rest of this room 
was a realization of the heaven of rest. My very 
soul seemed to gather its life within itself; and 
soon 1  lost the consciousness of being, and my 
spirit slept. It was the soft, sweet sleep o f entire 
peace. When I awoke, it was to feol myself 
stronger and calmer than I had remembered be­
ing for a long time. My dosire for activity 
rousod itself, and I wished also to really under- 
stan 1 where I was. Was this really the spirit’s 
home? I stood and looked at the beautiful land­
scape before me. Much as I had loved Nature 
in her pure and beautiful life, she seemed dearer 
to me now. I had been thankful for every beau­
tiful gift of the earth ; but n w I was thankful 
for the fulfillment of a higher joy. A ll that I 
had seen in mv earth-life was here more perfectly 
expressed. It was, indeed, nature spiritualized. 
My heart felt kindled into a divine joy, and I ex­
claimed, “ O God, thou art indeed infinite per­
fection!’ ’ I went down winding steps, and 
stood again on the ground, for it seemed to me 
palpable soil covered with luxuriant grass. My 
sensations wore those of boyhood. I  felt the en­
thusiasm, the fresh delight of my boyhood days: 
there was no weariness or anxiety in my framo 
but a tustful sense o f joy. But I longed to see 
some one; and, as I heard voices not far off, I 
moved toward them. My coming was recog­
nized ; and my mother advanced again toward 
me. “ Come,” she said : “ I have gathered to 
gether many of your friends who have been 
anxious to greet you.”  I followed her into a part 
of the grounds where fine trees grew, under 
which were seats. Here I saw—oh delight of re­
union!—here I saw the many I had known, 
whom I had missed from my oarth-life. Tho 
joy of meeting, it seemed to me, was a recom­
pense for the long and wearisome separation. 
W e grasped each other’s hands; we felt the 
thrills of friendship and of love; and I exclaimed 
to myself, “  Thtre is no death V  They seemed 
familiar with my life on earth, and'conversed of 
events connected with it as if they had mingled 
with it; and I could recognise in myself their 
spiritual connection with me through the years 
of our seeming separation. Time seemed of 
no acc unt. I could not only trace my connec­
tion with them, butin my spirit I also recognized 
our spiritual communings. This I especially felt 
toward those I had loved. The feeling that we 
had been separated was lost. My experiences
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seemed familiar to them, and I could feel the 
bonds of love that had bound us. There were 
children I had loved w'no had left the earth in 
their early childhood. They had grown and 
matured. Yet I felt no separation of my life 
from theirs. In my spirit I recognized their 
spiritual growth, and we were not strangers. 
My heart to k them in now, and understood at 
least one of the laws of love,—that the spirit- 
consciousness far outstretches the earthly intel­
lectual consciousness, and t' at we retain by our 
love bonds that cannot be broken, uniting us to 
every soul; so that the spirit shall recognize the 
spiritual intercourse it has held with those it 
loved, though it had seemed unconscious of all 
such intercourse during wearisome years of sep 
aration Perceivirg this, my thoughts turned 
more directly than before to those I loved on 
earth. I longed to k ow of them, and to tell 
them of the joy that was mine. But I waited un - 
til I should be al >ne with my mother, for it 
seemed pleasanter to accept 1 er as a guide and 
instructor than any one else. I cannot repeat to 
you the words of love and kindness there spoken, 
more than you can tell of the thrills of affection 
and gushes of love that flow through your being 
as your spirit communes with kindred spirits. 
The feeling uppermost in my being was of thank­
fulness. To find myself living and active in the 
presence of those I loved, and she recipient of so 
much life, ?e med to me the proof of the ulti- 
mat • fruition of every desire I had ever cherished.
I found my friends familiar with what had passed 
on earth since t h e i r  departure from active scenes.
I found tha1; they possessed a clearer insight i to 
coming events than myself; yet they gladly 
questioned and co ferred with mo concerning 
public events, and the spread of religious ideas. 
Finally, Channing said, at the close of some 
doubt o f mine as to the immediate triumph of 
rii;ht, “ Well, we must do what we can ; but we 
shall miss you as our instrument through whom 
to work.”  That one sentence, with the thoughts 
that seeme i to flow with it from his mind, opened 
for me a wonderful revelation. What ! had I 
been a worker with these men ? Hart my life 
been acted upon by them ? A'leady 1 began to 
trace to them some of the thoughts that had tilled 
my better hours. I recognized the source of 
those inspirations that had fallen upon my spirit 
as sunlight falls upon the sea, and given health 
and beauty to my soul. I f  it united to them, 
and as if I had never been eparated from them. 
Their experiences and aspirations were a p rt 
of my own experience; an i thus, as my spirit- 
consciousness recognized them and their near­
ness unt > me, I learned how impossible it is for 
sympathetic souls to be ever disunit d. There 
is a plane of sympathy on which they dwell, so 
that thought* and feelings and aspirations cor­
respond ; and although the intellect fails to re­
ceive into its consciousness the individual influ­
ences, yet the spirit recognizes them; and when 
the spiritual consciousness reveals to the intel­
lectual the laws that operated, and the causes 
that have produced many o f the impulses and 
desires that have lei to active accomplishment. 
Thus it was that I then perceived how these 
friends and others had been my supporters and 
advisers on earth. My heirt went out to them 
now with the fulness of gratitude and love; and 
I said within myself, “  Oh 1 had I but have known 
this, could earth have given me a trial too severe 
for me to have borne?”

I believe my thoughts revealed themselves; for 
some one said, “  These things are not all plain 
to men, for it is not yet time to reveal the ladder 
too clearly on which the angels ascend and de­
scend.”

As if moved by a common impluse, the com­
pany dispersed ; yet the place where they had 
been seemed radiant with their presence. I now 
felt myself relieved from their strong attractive 
power, and a sense of weariness came over me : 
it was akin to pain ; and, as I had not felt it be­
fore, I wondered at it. I began to long for earth.
I thought no more of the elishts that surrounded 
me, but only of those I had left on earth. I be­
came troubled and anxious, and sought some one 
to speak to. When my mother returned, she 
perceived this, and said, “  Your spirit is drawn 
to earth by the earnest thought of those that love 
you, and who are not wise in spiritual things 
and mourn for you. By the presence o f these 
friends with you, you have throwrf out your af­
fections. and your spirit has become sympathe ic, 
so that you perceive all that is connected with 
it. Do you feel strong enough to return into 
nearer sympathy with earth, and perhaps try to 
comfort by your presence those that refuse to be 
comforted otherwise?”  I said, “ I am strong 
enough to bless others if I have the means; but 
where must we go ? Is there to be separation 
and distance to the spirit ? I f  so, I prefer to give 
up the joys of this life, and be nearer those whom 
I still wish to serve.” —“ There is no separation, 
such as you call it, by time or distance, to the 
spirit. You will soon be able to live near those 
you love while dwelling here ; but at present you 
are a comparative stranger to the country you 
have entered ; and although every spirit possesses 
instincts sufficiently pure and true to guide it in 
time toward that which it desires, yet you can be 
aided to a speedier accomplishment o f those de­
sires by others.”  I felt reproached for my haste 
and self-assumption ; but there was something 
urging me forward stronger than my will. All 
the delights of the spirit-home could not hold 
me : there was an active power drawing me else­
where. I learned, afterwards that it was the ar­
dent and unwise grief and longing of my earthly 
companion. My mother shared somewhat in 
my feelings ; and together we passed down the 
valley until we stood beside what seemed to be a 
stream of water, but whose currents were alike 
in the atmosphere as in the stream. It seemed 
like a magnetic atmosphere, whose currents 
flowed outward toward what seemed like a sea of 
light. I scarcely know whether my spirit was 
borne on without will, or whether my desire be­
came w ill; but, before I had time to even wonder 
I felt a warm atmosphere o f life, and the bonds 
that seemed drawing me back to earth were 
strengthened and intensified, and my spirit went 
forth with longing and love to bless others.

That which I term my spirit-body was out­
stripped by my spirit, by my love and affection ; 
and the innermost, the very me, the dwelling 
power of my life, was instantly beside the being 
who now could not stay her grief, but felt all 
the desolation of a separation that to her was 
death. Now that I perceived this, I was strong 
and calm ; for I knew that I could be strength 
and calmness to her who had always turned to 
me for them. I recognized her every thought, 
and I answered them back. My spirit met hers, 
and commnned with it as of old, until she grew 
strong and calm and patient. It was then that

I first recognized my power as a spiritual being.
I exulted in it. I blessed God for it. I knew that 
my work for the world was not done; no, hardly 
begun; for I felt the divine consciousness of 
power and desire. I could, I saw, be strength 
to the weak, calmness to the disturbed, and could 
draw the thought of man upward toward a higher 
and holier life. For the first time I perceived 
the truth of the words, “  And I, i f  I be lifted up, 
will draw all men unto me.”  I perceived, as my 
spirit by its love gave forth its life to others, how 
the redeeming power of love was to bless the 
world. And yet never did I feel so humble and 
childlike as now. I seemed but to be acting and 
living by means of a life that flowed into me; and 
while I gave, yet I received. My wishes still 
turned heavenward ; and I lifted my aspirations 
to the Father of spirits, and exclaimed, “ Still 
am I one of thy children 1 Oh! guide me still 
nearer unto thee.”  As this prayer flowed from 
me, there descended about me such a radiance of 
light that it was like the shining of the sun, and 
with it such strength flowed into the spirit of all 
those near me that grief and lamentation seemed 
silenced, and a sense of beauty, truth, and jus­
tice of the universe was recognized and rejoiced 
in. At first I felt some regret that no one seemed 
to recognize me ; but that feeling passed away 
when I saw tho effect of my spirit upon theirs.

I lingered with delight near earth. It seemed 
each moment to become a more sacred place to 
me ,since I perceived that I still shared in its ac“ 
tive duties. But I felt the need of spiritual rest 
myself, for I was not yet accustomed to those 
new emotions, and I felt a return of those earthly 
longings and desires that were accustomed to 
exhaust my body with too great labor; and I 
willingly yield to the suggestion of my mother 
and other friends that had been attracted by her 
wish. I cannot say that we left earth,—for from 
this time it seemed linked to my life with over­
living bands of life,—but wo returned nearer to 
the spirit-home; and from thence I sent back 
my tenderest thoughts and wishes.

This experience contained much for me to re­
flect upon. I  wished no interpreter. I asked 
for no explanation. I desired to reflect on what 
passed, and in my own spirit to consider this 
new revelation of my interior powers. How 
beautiful seemed the serenity of the home I en­
tered !—how restful its peace! There lingered 
in my spirit only the regret that I could not 
transfer this peace to earth. And now I began 
to realize how intimately my earth-life was con­
nected with the present. I  could recall at one 
glance every event of my life. I felt its connec­
tion with my spirit. All that I had done for 
humanity’s good seemed linked to me in bands 
of light: all that I had failed to do filled my heart 
with a great desire. I saw, as my greatest means 
of happiness, the purification and elevation of 
the human spirit. Yet how best to accomplish 
my work I did not perceive. But, more than 
ever before, a sublime trust in the ever-present, 
ever-active Good of the universe, filled my being. 
With these feelings I again consecrated myself 
to the highest work I could accomplish. I felt 
that to attune my spirit to the harmony ofthe uni­
verse was the great work of my life; for in that 
harmony I could find all the means possible to 
be used for the best good of myself and others. 
Entire confidence took possession of me ; supreme 
thankfulness filled my soul- Beautiful as was 
the external world of the spirits’ home, the in­
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DIRECTORY COLUMN.ternal world of peace, rest, and joy, far surpassed 
it all. All the trials of my earth-life seemed as 
nothing. I wondered how any could dwell upon 
them, when the heart could feel the ultimate of 
them, even the strength and purity that they 
had given. I saw how each event had brought 
its lesson to my spirit; how each experience had 
better fitted me for my present life. All my 
disappointments and seeming failures were but 
so many blessed proofs of my strength. I saw 
in them my means of progress. With the rapid­
ity of sight I reviewed my life, and traced its 
connections with the present. I resolved to be, 
first of all, calm and resolute, and to rest in no 

present pleasure that should not be my own or 
another's means of progress. As this resolve 
filled me, beauty seemed flowing to me, and I 
was blessed by every thing about me.

[ t h e  e n d .]

EXCH ANGE NOTICES.
The Saratoga Eagle is an exceedingly bright, 

instructive weekly paper, and what makes it 
specially attractive is the way it dishes up the 
happenings at America’s most famous sum­
mer resort. Send a 2-cent stamp for sample 
copy, addressing the Eagle, Saratoga Springs, 
New York.

Facts for February comes to us full to over­
flowing with new and indisputable evidences 
o fth e  truth o f Spirit intercourse ; besides its 
treatment o f kindred subjects is able, clear and 
convincing. Facts is a monthly magazine, pub­
lished in Boston, Mass.

Golden Gate, that popular and always wel­
come expounder and defender o f the philoso­
phy o f Spiritualism and its phenomena is here 
again, brighter if possible, than before. San 
Francisco is honored by being the home o f 
such a journal o f practical reform.

The very name Banner o f Light suggests to 
onr mind a spiritual piper which is the oldest 
in the United States and were it not that the 
world is so large we would say there is not 
1 oom for any other. Every one knows it is pub­
lished at Boston by Colby & Rich, and every 
one should know that we will send Banner of 
Light and L ig h t  in  t h e  W k st  one year for $3.25.

BOOK NOTICE.
Perhaps no one has writen sweeter or more 

encouraging words than Mrs. Nettie Pease Fox^ 
o f Ottumwa, Iowa. L ig h t  in  t h e  W e s t  is in 
receipt o f her several works, and we are free to 
say that each book Is a whole library in itself. 
We need not say they are upon spiritual sub­
jects for Mrs.Fox has devoted so many years, 
we might say, to the cause o f spiritualism and 
her devotion to the elevation o f  humanity 
has become so deep mooted in her very nature 
that we would naturally expect to find the 
product o f her pen in full sympathy with that 
part o f her very existence, and object and 
aim in life, which is opening the eyes o f the 
spiritually blind.

The Springfield, Mass., Star publishing Co., 
is s u e s  s o  many good books that one is unable 
to make special notices o f any one o f them. 
But they are sold at sucli very low prices that 
everyone can offord to buy the whole list which 
will be found in the list o f  books and pam" 
phlets for which L ig h t  i n  t h e  W e s t  is agnt.

This column will be prominent and kept near to 
reading matter for purpose o( making it a r e a d y  
r e f e r e n c e  where persons can have their Name, 
Address and short notice of business. Eiieli 
Card will have space of one-halt inch uniformly 
set in small type with the name only displayed. 
Rates : One-halt inch inserted one time tor !$1 i>0, 
six times $6 00, 12 times $10 00. one year $1500, 
payable monthly or quarterly in advance.

Address or send draft on St. Louis, New York or 
Postal Hote, Post Office order, or >mall amounts in 
Hegistered letter.

L ig h t  i n  t h e  W e s t ,
314 Chestnut Street, - - - - - -  St. Louis Mo.

A l l y n ,  C .  F a n n y  lectures on Spiritualism, also 
to Knights of Labor organizations on Reform Political Econo­
my &c. At present address Norwich, Conn.

C a m p b e l l ,  R  . A  . 418$ Olive St. Teacher and 
practitioner of Psychic Healing and Palmistry. Office hours 
1 to 3 P. M. Consultation free. Correspondence solicited.

C o r  d x n g l e y ,  G e o .  V .  independent Slate Writer, 
holds daily and nightly seances at his home, 1604 Pine St.; 
also teaches develloping classes every day and evening.

D u f f ,  M i s s  M a r y  107 North 8th Street, St. 
Louis Mo. Clairedescent Physician, Lectures for Liberal and 
Spiritual Associations.

H o s t e t t e r , T h o s .  No. 2125 Olive St. St. Louis 
Mo. Magnetic. Treats diseases with great success, using no 
medicine.—see advertisement in this paper.

M  e l l  o n , J o h n  S • 710 Olive street., St. Louis, 
has for sale lands in Missouri, Arkansas and Texas. Also 
agent for the St. Louis Wire Steam Washer

M e  A u l i f f ,  J . D  . 2013 Morgan Street, St. Louis 
Mo. Magnetic; without medicine, treats Paralysis, Spinal 
and Nervous Diseases, Rheumatism etc.

N e t t e r f i e l d  D r .  W .  W .  42 Harrison Ave. 
Springfield Mass. Eclectic Physician and Medica Electrician. 
All chronic and Acute diseases treated w'ith good success.

OUR CLUB LIST.
W e will send L ig h t  in  t h e  W e s t  and any 

of the following publications one year at the
price opposite each.

Banner of Light........................................$ 3.25
Freethinker’s Magazine......................... 1.50
Light for Thinkers...................................  1.50
N. D. C Axe...........................................  2.00
Religio-Philosophii al Journal............... 3.00
Saint Louis Magazine............................  1.50
The Beacon L igh t................................... 2.50
The Gnostic..............................................  1.50
The Golden Gate.....................................  3.00
The New Thought..................................  2.00
The Kostrum... ........................................  1.50
The Watchman........................................ 1.50
The W hip.................................................  2.50
The W o rd ................................................ 1.25

The First Society of Spiritualists has elected 
W. B. Mills President, and proposes to resume 
Sunday meetings. Mrs. Brigham, in a recent 
lecture, said a farmer by patiently picking up 
stones, drawing them away and laying wall, 
would not only clear his meadows and make 
them productive and beautiful but would at the 
same time surround them with substantial stone 
walls, and thereby greatly improve his farm. 
Some Spirituali»ts, however, seemed to pick up 
stones only to throw at each other. I f  the Sara­
toga Spiritualists make the proper application of 
this moral, their Society will probably be strong 
and prosperous.— Saratoga Eagle.

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE.
We have made arrangements with other pub­

lishers by which we are able to offer books 
and pamphlets at publishers prices. Those on 
hands as well as others in print will be mailed 
at the prices. In our pages from time to time 
will be an extended notice o f these publica­
tions which we can not have room to give all 
at one time, Those who regularly read L ig h t  
i n t h e  W e s t  will be pretty well posted as to 
what books they will want.

All these are in paper covers unless other­
wise stated, and all sent postage paid. Send 
money to the Business Manager same as else­
where directed in L i g h t  i n  t h e  W e s t .

Price.
Spirit L ife  - -  - - - .55
Contrasts in Spirit life - - - - - - - .55
Interviews with Spirits - - * - - - f&
Jesus Cnrist a F i c t i o n ..............................,55
Elsie Ainslie, A  victim  of social wrong - .20 
V Supplement to the Spirit life  - - - - .10

Where man comes f r o m .......................... .10
Tne Spirit after t r a n s it io n ...........................
The Evolution o f M a n ............................ .10
W ho wrote the N ew  Testament - -• - .10 
Tne Relation o f Spnitual to the

Material Universe - - - - - - -  .12
Evidences o f a Future L i f e .................. .10
Materialization, the true and false - - .15
H ow  we T h i n k ........................................... .15
Rome, not B  ethleham the birthplace

of Jesus . . ................................. .12
The First ten S p h e r e s ..............................20
Obsession, or the Origin o f evil - - - .10
Spiritualism, wh*t is i :  - .......................15
JtSible characters & the f i l l  o f  man - - .50
God Heaven & Hell from  the stand­

point o f Modern Spiiitualisai - - - .10
What has Spiritualism to offer bet­

ter than M iterialism or ortho­
doxy, to ameliorate the evils
found in the w o r l d .......................... .15

Autobiography o f Henry C. Gordon. - - .15 
The Pnantom Form  Mrs. N. P. Fox

in c l o t h ................................................... 1.00
Mysteries o f the Border lund and 

mys eries beyond the veil, Mrs.
N. P. Fox. in c l o t h ............................ 2 00

Clear I /g h t  from  the Spirit W orld
Bound - - -  - -  - -  - - - -  1.25

Taos. P.Hazards pamphlets,Modern 
Materialization, Autobiography 
of Henry C. Gordon, Organiz i- 
tion, Death Penalty a failure,
God, Heaven and H ell in  the 
Light o f Modern Spiritualism.
F ive for - - -  - -  - -  - -  - . 3 5  

Richards Crown, a remarkable book 
by Mrs. Anna D. W eaver. I lf  nd- 
somely bound - - -  - -  - -  - -  1.50 

Jeanne D ’A rc, the heroine o f N ew
Orleans - - -  - -  - ..................... .40

Shadows, nicely b o u n d ..............................1.25
To this list more will be added.

SPECIAL NOTICE,
We are tired o f hearing those who claim to 

be our friends, say; “  Not now, after a while.”  
We say, “ Not after a while, but now.”  We 
want all who are friends o f  the progressive 
Library to come forward and make themselves 
known as such. M A R Y  DUFF, 107 N. 8th 
Street, St. Louis, Mo.
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THE GOLDEN GATE,
A large eight-page Weekly Paper, “ Devoted 

to tho elevation of i umanity in this life, anil a 
search for the evidences of life beyond.” J. .1. 
O w e n , Editor and Manager. Mks M a t t ie  P. 
O w e n , Assistant, San Francisco, Cal. Terms— 
$2.50 per annum. Send for sample copies.

B a n n e r  o f  L i g h t :
The oldest journal in the world devoted to the

S T I3 H 2  UA L  T J IIL  O SOTH T.
Issued W e e k ly  

A t B osworth Street (form erly M ontgom ­
ery P lace), Boston, Mass.

Colby and Rich,
PU B LISH ER S and PRO PRIETO RS.

IS A A C  It. R IC H . ..............Tins. M a n a g er .
i ,V T H E R  C O L B Y ............ E d itor ,
JO  U N  ir . D A Y ................A s s ’t. E d ito r

Aided by a large corps of able writers.
T h e  B a n n e r  is a first-class Family Newspaper 

of KIGHT PAGES— co n ta in in g  FORTY COLUMNS OF 
INTERESTING &  INSTRUCTIVE READIN G-em bracing 
A LITER\RY DEPARTMENT,
REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL LECTURES, 
o r ig in a l  e s sa y s  — Upon Spiritual, Philosophical, 

and Scientific Subjects.
EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT,
SPIRIT—ME8SAGE DEPARMENT, and 
c o n t r ib u t io n s  by the most talented writers in the 
world, etc., etc.

Terms of Subsciption, in Advance.
Per Year. - $3.00
Six Months, . . .  1.50
3 Months, - - .75

Postage Tree.
Advertisements published at twenty cents per 

line for the first, and fifteen cents per line for each 
subsequent insertion.

Subscriptions discontinued at the expiration of 
the time paid for.

5 3 "  S pecim en  cop ies  sen t fr e e .
C O L B T  -A-IsTID R I C H  

Publish and keep for sile at Wholesale and Retail 
a complete sale assortment of 

Spiritual, Progressive. Mlcl'orma- 
to ry , and .fliscelaneous Books.

THE NEW YOBK BEACON LIGHT.
An Independent Weekly Spiritual Journal, 

giving messages from our loved ones in spirit 
life and containing matter of general interest con­
nected with Spiritual Science- 

Free from controversy and personalities.
Mrs-M E. WILLIAMS, Editor and Publisher.

S u b scrip tion  R a tes ;
One Year, $2,00. 6 Mon., SI. JO, 3 Mon , $0.50.

PO ST A G E  F R E E .
R a tes  o f  A d v er tis in g :

One dollar per inch for first insertion; fifty 
cents for each subsequent one. No advertisement 
inserted for less than $ 1 .00.

Specimen Copies sent free on Application. 
Newsdealers supplied by the American News 

Co., 39 and 41 Chambers Street, New York.
All communications and remittances should 

be addressed to Mrs. M. E. Williams,
232 West -fttitli St. New York.

STILL SCREAMS ! EAGLEE aSpopmI?®,d
Fearlessly Progressive Watering-Place Weekly! Unique! 
Didactic! Intensely OriginalISalient and Sparkling! Worth 
Ten Times its Cost to Anybody Anywhere who Reads and 
Thinks and has Brains to Profit by Information and Instruc­
tion. Among its Avalanche ol’ Attractions may be Appos­
itely Enumerated Splendid Stories, Edifying and Enjoyable 
Contributions on the Issues ind Problems of the Century, 
Earnest and Outspoken Editorials, Spiritualism, (both sides) 
Poetry of High Order, Sprightly and Brilliant Fashion Gos­
sip, a Banquet of Fun, Mysterious Disclosures, Philosophi­
cal Comment anil Local Laconics, not to mention the Novel 
and Immensely Popular Feature known by the Taking Title 
of SCREAMINGS!!! One Dollar per Year. 25 Cents fora  
Trial Trip of Three Months or 3-cent stamp for sample copy.
Address, JOHN JOHNSON & CO., Saratoga Springs, N. Y.

T H E  S P I R I T U A L  OF F E R I N G.
COL. D. M. F O X , .................... PUBLISHER
D. M. & NETTIE P. FOX, - - - EDITORS 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS 
Prof. Henry Kiddle (H. K ), No. 7, East 130th St., 
New Yorii City.
“ Ouina,”  through her Medium, Mrs. Cora L. V. 
Richmond, 04 Union Park rluce, Chicago. III.

Among the contributors will be found our oldest and 
ablest writers. In it will be found Lectures, Essays upon 
Scientific, Philosophical and Spiritual subjects, Spiritual 
Communications and Messages.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:
Per Y ear...$2.00 I Six Months...$1.00 1 Three Months..50cts 

New Club Rates : 3 copies H 6, 5 copies $8, 10 copies $15. 
A 11 must be new subscribers except the getter up of the club 
Advertisements published at 15 cts per line for the first, and 
10 cts for each subsequent insertion.

Specimen copies sent free.
Subscribers desiring a change of post-office, must give 

the name of the office where taken and where to be sent, 
otherwise the change cannot be made. Address,

SPIRITUAL OFFEIRNG, Ottumwa, Iowa.

I  GD. © ,  © .  M I
Amdl Tra© Key Stan:©.

(.Successor to Spir it  Voices)

A FOUR-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL devoted to the De­
velopment of Mediumship and the interests of the National 

Developing Circle.
INDEPENDENT IN EVERYTHING.

Te r m s ; $1.50 per annum; 75 ct». for 6 months; 40 cts. for 3 
months; Single copies 6 cts; Sample copies free. 

Advertisements lOcts. per line, each insertion, average 7 
words nonpareil to the line. JAMES A. BLISS, Ed it o r .

474A Broadway. South Boston, Mass. 
Until further notice this offer will hold good; To every 

yearly subscriber to TIIE N. D. O. AXE and True Keystone, 
we will present a year’ s certificate of membership in the 
National Developing Circle. JAMES A. BLISS,

Developing Medium N. D. ( ’.

T H E  W A T C H M A N .
An 8-page^ onthy Journal, devoted to the inter­

rests oi humanity and Spiritualism.
Also, n Mouth-piece of the American and East 

ern Congi ess in Spirit Life.
WATCH AN, Spirit Editor. 

Published by Boston Star & Crescent Co., 1090 Central Park 
Ave - Millard Postal station, Chicago, Illinois, 

nattie /».Berry, Editress &Mg,r, Authur B.Shedd, As’ tMg’ r, 
T erm s o f  S ubscrip tion , in  A d va n ce .

One year $1.00 j 6 months $0.50
Clubs of 10 8:00 | Single copies : 10

Sample copies free:
U. S: Postage stamps will be received for fractional parts 

of a dollar: (Is & 2s preferred):
23s* Remit by P: O :' rder, drawn on Chicago, 111:, or by 

Registered letter: 53s* payable to
nattie A. Berry, Editress and Manager:

T h e  C a r r i e r  D o v e .
An Illustrated Mouthy Mngfzine devoied Io 

S p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  R e f o r m
E d i t e d  b y  -  -  M r s . J. s c h l e s i n g e r .

DR. L. SCHEESINGERI „
MRS. J. SCHLESINGER/ Publishers.
Each number will contain the Portraits anti .Biog­

raphical sketches of prominent Mediums and Spir­
itual Workers of the Pacific Coast, and Spi.it Pic­
tures by our Artist Mediums. A lso , Lectures, 
E-isays, Poems, Spirit Messages, Editorial and Mes- 
cellaneous I te m s .
Term s. , $2 50 Per Year. Single Copies 25cts, 

Address all communications to THE CARRIER DOVE, 
854K Broadway, Oakland, Oal.

Dr. D . J a co b s ,
D e n t a l  P a r lo r s .

S. E. Cor. N inth and W ashington A ve., 
ST. LOUIS, MO.

MARCH & ADAMS,
DFALERS IN HEALTH GOODS.

------- AND--------
G E K T E n A L  G X l O C E r i S

203 North 6th Street, St. Louis. 
F r e s h  S t o c k  a n d  L o w  J P r i c e s .  

A G E N T S  l O l t  “ G it  A N  V I A .”

Art Rooms & Looking Glass Store.
CHOICE PAIIvTINGS AND ENGRAVINGS. 

Regilding and Repairing.
Removing, Hangings, and everything in Looking-Glass and 
Picture line. Call or send to

Geo- M. Harding,
1226 OLIVE STREET, ST. LOPIS, M0-

THOMAS HOSTETTER,

M A G N E T I C .
N o  2 1 25  O L I V E  S T R E E T ,

S T t  l O T T i s ,  :m :o .
5 3 "  N o  M e d i c i n e  X J s e d .  *=̂ 3}

At Home from 7 to 9 a. m. and from 4 to 7 p. m.

ATTENTION, INVALIDS!
A liberal offer by a reliable Magnetic Healer & 

Metaphysician. Send lock of hair, name and age 
and three 2-ct stamps and I will send you a cor­
rect diagnosis of your disease. Hair must be full 
length, with roots attached. Magnetic Remedies 
Lasting One Month, $2.00. Address,

P. C. McKINSTRET, 28 Waraly Place, Chicago, III.

CORNS EXTRACTED,
Without Pain-

25c each. All troubles of the feet treated in a skillful manner.

Dr. N. Kennison & Son.
Also a lady manicure to attend to the Finger Nails

623} Olive Street, St. Louis.

.A. C-A-IRCD.
Benefit o f  camp No. 3, H. V . E. M. C. 

Dr. HOTCHKISS’
YITAL ELECTRO-MAGNETIC CIRCLE.

Daily Evening Evolution, 7:30 p. m.
720 South Sixth St.

Expository Lectures by Prof. J. M. Clark, and others, 
accompanied by music and demonstrations.

Admission, 10 Cents.
“Vital Electro-Magnetism is an art, a science, 

a power, and, in the near future, a coming indus­
try of incalculable value.”—Extract from a forth­
coming tcork by Hr. Hotchkiss.

Spiritual Reader, 
M rs .  W i lc u s ,

Late oi New Orleans,
N o. 1400 Olive S t , - - St. Louis, Mo.
Can be consulted on matters of Love, Business 
and Matrimony;seperated lovers brought together 
in nine days, tells the present sweetheart’s name, 
and n:ime of future husband; recovers stolen 
property. Ladies received only.

HOW TO BECOME
A M E D I U M

IN YOUR OWN HOMt,
I  WILL send you a 16-page pamphlet, containing full in­

structions, and a sealed Letter designating all your phases 
of mediumship, also a copy of The Riddle of the American 
Spiritual Sphinx, or the Lost Key Found, and a sample copy 
of N D. C. Axe, for O N L Y  1 ^  4/ENT.N in one or two- 
cent stamps. Address J. AL- BERT BLISS, No. 474A, 
Broadway, Boston, Mass.
Blackf'oot’s Magnetized I*apcr, to heal the sick. 
10c. per sheet, or 12sheets for $1.00.

Developing Paper^l?.^" 8heet’ er 7 sheeU



THE
C .  L H E R R IN G .

M a g n e t i c  P h y s i c i a n .
No medication o r  electricity. Hurst’ s New notel, corner 

Broadway and Chestnut St., Parlor No. 1.

Phoenix Book and Stationery Co.
Formerly at T03 Olive street, now at 625 Locust street N. 
R . corner 7th street, St. Louis.

A large and complete assortment of New and Old Books,rare 
and scarce Works. A fine stock of Stationery, W rltmg P®!*™ 
Envelopes and Blank Books etc.. Periodicals and Papers, 
Spiritual and Scientific Literature a specialty.

Can obtain it through spiritual assistance by consulting 
Dr. Wray, who is controlled by a band of physicians. En­
close six cents postage, name, age, sex, lock hair and leading 
symptom and receive diagnosis with advice that will lead 
to recovery. Address, D r . F R A N K L I N  W I tA x ,

A n d re w , lo iv a .

B e n  M i l l e r ,
F a sh ion a ble

H A T T E R ,
G L U V E S , U M B R E L L A S ,  e t c .

0 0 5  F r a n k l i n  A v e . ,  S t. L o u i s ,  M o .

GO AND SEE PROFESSOR WARRING,
M ed iu m  a n d  Jteal A s tro lo g er ,

at 2223 Olive street. Five thousand dollars to any one who 
can equal him in telling the past, present and future, caus­
ing speedy marriages, bringing separated together, and in 
business affairs, whose advice is invaluable. He tellsi con 
suiter’ s name in full, and is the only person that can d ° s». 
Prof. Warring asks no questions and uses no cards of any
description in his profession . . v

SATISFACTION GIVEN OR NO PAY.
Fee—Ladies, $1, gents, $l. _________ _

M a g n e t i s m !
C. TUCKETT, 914 Locust St.

Mv Magnetic Power over Rheumatism, Paraly-
■ sis, Neuralgia, Pains in Pit of Stomach, Female 

Complaints anti Pains in the Back is wonderful. No

H o t e l  B a r n u m ,
Cor. Sixth St. & Washington Av.,

Opposite Lindell Hotel, t n The

E u r o p e a n  P l a n .
ROOMS FROM $1 UP.

Mrs. LAURA DeKNEVETT
SPIRITUAL MEDIUM & N ATU RAL CLAIRVOYANT.

Test and Guide for Business.
1315 MORGAN STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO.

MRS. BERTHA. WtlPPER,
Spiritual Reader.
N o. 1026 S. TH IR TE E N TH .

(One Door South of Chouteau Avenue),

POPULAR RAILWAY
OF T H E  C E N T R A L  S T A T E S .

Pennsylvania Route.

S T .lt
B E T W E E N

Is acknowledged to be the

QUICKEST. SAFEST and BEST LINE.
FOUR H oa rs  Q u ickest betw een

St.LouiseNewYork
Two Trains Daily Each Way "With
Pullman’s Hotel and Buffet Sleep­

ing Cars, through without change, pass­
ing through Indianapolis, Columbus, 
Pittsburg, and Philadelphia 
No Change of Cars of Any Class between

St.Lonis &  Pittsburg
Trains Running Through solid- 

RATES as LOW as by any other 
Lines.

Apply to ticket agents of connecting lines, and 
in purchasing tickets, be sure that they read, 

over

Yandalia a n d ,Pennsylvania 
R o n te .

For further Information apply to 
E . *1. F o r d .

d  E V E R  A Tj P A S S E N G E R  A G E N T ,

S T .  L O U I S ,  JTIO.

ST- LO U IS, MO.

MADAM NORMOND,
728 S. SIXTH ST,. ST. LOUIS, MO.

Office Hours: From 8 to 6. .
Consult her on anything pertaining to practical 

life. Also persons wishing to consult the Madam 
through letter can do so by sending the color of the 
eyesand lock of their hair and dnte ol birth and they 
will raceive by return mail the History of their life.

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN
f ^ T A R L  I S H E D  1 8 4 0 .

The most popular W e e k ly  newspaper devoted 
to science, mechanics, engineering discoveries, in­
ventions and patents ever published, livery num­
ber illustrated with splendid engravings, in  is 
publication furnishes a most valuable encyclopedia 
of information which no person should be without. 
The popularity of the S c i e n t i f i c  A m e r i c a n  i s  
3uch that its circulation nearly equals that-oiau 
other papers of its class combined. Price. 
vear. Discount to Clubs. Sold by all newsdealers. 
MUNN & CO., Publishers, No. 36lBroadway, JN. x .

Munn & Co. have
kATENT S.aajffTasf
Tk practice before
■ the Patent Office and have prepared 
1 more than O ne H und red  T h o u -Iq a n d  applications tor patents in the 
f United States and foreign countries. 

W  Caveats, Trade-Marks, Copy-rights, 
Assignments, and all other papers for 

I securing to inventors their rights »n the 
I United States, Canada, England, France,
■ Germany and other foreign countries, J?™" 
I  pared at short notice and treasonable terms.1 Information a s  t o  o b t a in in g  patents cheer-I fully given without charge. Hand-books of

— • in fo r m a t io n  s e n t  fr e e . ? a^ n, t s„  S c ie n t if i c  
t h r o u g h  M u n n  *fc C o . a r e  n o t ic e d  in  t h e  b c ie n t in c  
A m e r ic a n  fr e e . T h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  s u c h  n o t i c e  is  
w e ll u n d e r s t o o d  b y  a l l  p e r s o n s  w h o  w is h  t o  d is -

p 0i d t o s 9e ii f f i N N tB'A  C O  O ff ic e  SCIENTIFIC 
A m e k ic a N . 361 Broadway, New York.

ONLY LINE
Reaching by direct routes all the following 

large cities:
ST. LOUIS, IN D IA N A P O LIS , 

CHICAGO, FORT W AYNE, 
DETRO IT, LAFAYETTE,

TOLEDO, SPR IN G FIELD ,
HANNIBAL, Q U IN C Y,

KEO KU K, PEORIA,
KANSAS C ITY, C O UN CIL BLUFFS  

ST. JO SEPH, OM AHA,
DES M O IN ES, O TTUM W A,

Embracing the Principal Points o f the Six Great 
States o f Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iow a 
and Missouri, with Branch Lines or Close Connec­
tions to other cities not mentioned above.

J HROUGH KEEPING RAR |INES
Between St. Louis, N ew Y ork  and Boston, via 
Niagara Falls; Chicago and N ew  York, via Detroit 
and Niagara Falls; St. Louis and St. Paul and 
Minneapolis; St. Louis and Chicago; St. Louis and 
Kansas City; St. Louis and St. Joseph; St. Louis 
and Council Bluffs and Omaha; St. Louis and Des 
Moines; St. Louis and Toledo; St. Louis and De­
troit ; Chicago and Kansas C ity; Kansas City and 
Des M oines; Detroit and Indianapolis.

THE BEST ROUTE
V ia  D e tro it  o r T o le d o , to  a ll p a rts  o f th e  
E A S T ; via D e tro it , C h ic a g o , O ttu m w a  or 
Des M o ines, to  a ll p a rts  o f  th e  N O R T H ; via 
In d ianapo lis , S t . Louis or Kansas C ity , to  all 
parts  o f th e  S O U T H ; via Kansas C ity , S t . Jo­
seph or O m a h a , to  a ll p a rts  o f th e  W E S T .

NO L IN E  CAN EQUAL T H E  CAR SER V IC E
O F  T H E

GREAT WABASH ROUTE
It includes Handsome New Coaches, Luxurious 
FREE Reclining Chair Cars, the Best Equipped 
Dining Cars on the Continent, the latest and most 
Elegant Pullman Buffet and Sleeping Cars, the 
Splendid and Novel Mann Boudoir Cars and Pal­
ace W oodruff Sleeping Cars.
EVERYONE WHO TRAVELS before starting to
make a portion o f his journey, or all, i f  possible, 
over the W ABASH, ST. LOUIS & PACIFIC RY. 
A ny Coupon Ticket Agent in the United States or 
Canada w ill sell you tickets v ia  the |W A D A Q II  
and give all desired information. VVnDtlwn 
For Maps, Time Tables, etc., w rite to

F, CHANDLER, Gen’ l Pass, and Ticket Agent, 
S T . L O U IS , M O .

if si) Call or Address
ST. LOUIS R U PTU R E  IN STITU TE.

For the treatment of Hernia or Rupture in all its varied forms 
N O . 7 20  O L I V E  ST. -  -  ST. L O U IS , M O .

So long as thousands are ruptured with reducible hernia 
which have heretofore required all the ingenuity of mechani­
cal art to support&retain within the abdominal cavity by bands 
of iron and steel, elastic fabrics bone and iron thereby endan­
gering life by their liability to become strangulated and often 
terminating existence by the strangulated intestines becom­
ing sphacealated and gangrenous before relief can be obtained 
by the surgeons knife or the more gentle operation of taxis; 
so long as this is the case the discovery of a permanent cure 
seems a most wonderful blessing for mankind: This discovery 
of a permanent cure we offer to those suffering with this 
dreadful disease,



64 LIGHT IN THE WEST.

O hio a n d  

M i s s i s s i p p i R ^ y
The Direct and Fast Iiine to

i i M i t m w i i p

l O G I S V I I i l E ,
V A lB lH if f ll,  

S A U H m S ®  

U T f i l l  Si TIE U S T r
3 SO L ID  D A I L Y  T R A IN S  to

C IN C IN N A T I and L O U IS V IL L E
in 10 IIOUR8 , with Through Day Cars, Parlor Cars and 
Palace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of Cars for any class of 
passengers.

I 3 A I J L .Y  T R A I N S

To Washington in 28 Hours 
To Baltimore in 29 Honrs

T his is 4 HOURS QUICKER than the fastest time by any 
other line.

The Day Express has elegant Day Coaches and Luxuriant 
Parlor Cars, from St Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with 
sleeper for Washington and Boston.
The Night Express has leepers through without change. No 
other line from St Louis runs Through Sleeping Cars to the 
NATIONAL CAPITAL.

PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS
are ran by the " O .  & M.”  Night Express from

■------ ---------------------------
W ith o u t  Change in  3 9  H ours.

1ISTF ROUTS T@ MQKSOMmiLS
A n d  W in t e r  R e s o r t s  in  th e  S o u th e a s t .

The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cars and Palace 
Sleeping Coaches by this Line from

St L:uis to Cincinnati & Louisville
Taking direct connections at both points with morning and 

evening Express Trains, having Palace Hotel and Sleeping 
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville with­
out change.

N o  P e r r ie s  o r  T r a n s fe r s  b y  t h is  R o u t e  !

The Only Line running a Sleeping Car 
of any description between 

St. Louis & Cincinnati.

For Tickets, Rates, or any particular information call on 
Ticket Agents of connecting lines, W est, Northwest and 
iouthwest,

O r in  St T on is , a t 1 01  &  1 0 3  N . F o u r th  Street.

f f .  W .  PEABODY, W .  B. SHATTUC,
Fres’t and General Manager, General Pass’r Agent.

CINCINNATI, OHIO.

C. D. BACON, Gen’ l W es te rn  P a sseng er  A g e n t ,  
ST. LOUIS, MO,

emaim

3  TRAINS DAILY TO Q

K a n s a s  C ity .
DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT

Kansas City and Omaha 
TO A L L  POINTS IN THE W E S T .

Trains Daily T o

Leavenworth, Atchison, 
St. Joseph & Omaha.

Elegant Pullman Palace Sleeping and 
Buffet cars on all trains

------Chair Cars Free.------

IRON MOUNTAIN:
Is the only direct route to all points in

Arkansas and Texas,
ONLY ROUTE TO THE

FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS-
OF ARKANSAS.

Only One Change Of Cars Between

St. Louis § San Francisco.
Solid  Trains Through to

MEMPHIS, Tenn., and 
GALVESTON, TEXAS.

D aily  lin e o f  sleeping cars through to

MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS.
W H. Newman, h . C. Townsend,

Genl Traffic Mang’ r. G P «& T .A g t .

| IIXURY 1

(I. & St. L. and C, C. C. & I. Ry’s.)

W ith  its N ew  Equipment, Excellent 
Road Bed, and possessing every ap­
pliance for Luxurious Travel known 
to be serviceable, offers to passengers 

for

INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI,
II

> u u h h i m / ,

------) AND A L L  (------

M W EN GLAN D C it ie s
Fast Time, Sure Connections,

---------a n d ---------

Palace Sleeping Coaches
W H ICH  RUN THROUGH TO

-A N D -

BOSTON
WITHOUT CHANGE.

T o  p e r s o n s  g o in g : W E S T  o r  S O U T H W E S T  o n  
p le a s u s e  o r  b u s in e s s , a n d  t o

Western Land Seekers
T h e  a c c o m m o d a t io n s  o ffe re d  b y  th is  L in e  a re  

u n s u r p a s s e d . D ire c t  c o n n e c t io n s  a re  m a d e  fo r  
a l l  p o in t s  in

MISSOURI, ARKANSAS, 
TEXAS, KANSAS, 
NEBRASKA, COLORADO, 

CALIFORNIA & MEXICO,
AVOIDING TRANSFERMSDELAY

I f  y o u  c o n te m p la t e  a  jo u r n e y  a n y w h e r e , d o  n o t  
c o m p le te  y o u r  a r r a n g m e n ts  u n t i l  y o u  h a v e  se e n  
a  B E E  I jL N E  A g e n t ,  w h o  w i l l  fu r n is h

LOWEST RATES
a n d  g iv e  f a l l  in fo r m a t io n .  i

A, j .  Smith, { e m  L O U I S  1 B- Martin>
Gen’ lPass'r Agt t )  1  * 1 1 U  U  l l )  J Gen’ IWest’ n A


