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G o o d  m e d iu m s  a r e  n o t  m a d e  o f  d e c e i v e r s .

In this age we question not only all be­
low, but all around and above us.

H e who thinks for himself is certain to 
secure attention amoni' his fellows.

M e n ’ s occupations are many and various 
but many and much more various are 
the minds o f men.

P e o p l e  do not see alike, neither do 
they think or speak alike, and so they do 
not write or act alike.

“  F r e e  thought and unrestricted inquiry”  
is the banner under which Spiritualists 
should stand either to in vestigate or teach.

which to build its spiritual temple. It 
will not be in the Gothic, tho Iienaissance, 
or Queen Anne style o f architecture, but 
we trust it will be more after the fashion 
o f  that “  house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.”

Truth isfree to a l l ; therefore we should 
not run after a man because his head is 
supposed to be full o f truth, but pick up 
some, each one for himself.- Hero w or­
ship makes dictators and dictators make 
monarchs and monarchs make slaves.

S p ir it u a l is m  does not need to tear down 
the tomples o f antiquity nor the structures 
of modern times to find material with

G od ’ s laws never change. W hy, then, 
must we believe that He either can not 
or will not visit His creatures here on 
earth now from the spirit world, through 
His angels or ministering servant*, hold­
ing swee t spiritual communion with them* 
telling them how to live while here and 
what is to come to pass, in like manner as 
all agree He did in times past. His care over 
this little earth is certainly as great as it 
was then, and there never was a time 
when mankind needed moro help than they 
do now. Has he forgotten His creatures 
that He will not communicate with them 
as o f  old? Spiritualism would teach us 
that He certainly will,— that Ho does now 
communicate with us and that there is an 
innumerable company o f  spirits ever ready 
to minister to us i f  we will hoar them, 
and that it is our work to make the condi­
tions such that they can come. “  Every 
movement o f  the spirit world is made in 
accordance with God’s system o f laws. All 
these will succeed in good time, as soon as 
the proper instrumentalities are employed 
to work them out. Those are now being 
selected and set to work. All over the 
earth, men and women are engaged in 
doing the work arranged for them by un­
seen and unrecognized superintendants. 
W e  do not doubt our victory will come. All 
we want is workers : intelligent men and 
women who possess that priceless gift —

energy, invincible determination, with a 
purpose fixed. This quality will accom­
plish anything we wish— ’twill snatch vic­
tory from the very jaws o f despair.”

T h e  kindly spirit manifested by the 
writer o f "Panoram ic V iew ”  given in an­
other column entitles it not only to pub­
lication but leads us to say that the writer 
is mistaken about “ last two numbers of 
our L igh t”  having protests in the way o f 
criticism, etc . No number o f  tho paper 
except tho last one had any communica­
tions at all on the medium question. It 
only gave very briefly the proceedings 
o f the meetings in previous numbers, and 
not, save in one instance, giving names o f 
persons taking part in discussion. Our 
friend M. S. B., therefore, evidently 
refers to the last paper in which ‘ ‘ A  P ro­
test”  appears over the plain signature o f  
J. W. Dennis, ( Buffalo, N. Y .). He is 
correct in saying the “  critic did not know 
what he was writing about when he attacks 
the chairman o f the meeting,”  whereas it 
was the “ chairman o fth e  committeo”  (see 
issue o f  July 31 p. 275) who took part in 
the discussion. Who was chairman o f the 
committeo? L ig h t  in  t h e  W e st  nevertold 
who was. The writer attacks the whole 
meeting through its chairman and makes 
a blunder even in that. He attempts to 
give “ Mr. E ditor”  a little advice to put 
in “ the innermost recessess o f your (h is ) 
memory”  which we did not care to even 
notice. The letter was given simply as a 
sample o f the criticism wo could see would 
follow a certain course o f  action which 
was proposed and whether it was not, at 
least, impolitic to do so in tho face o f  it.

In the remainder o f “  Panoramic Views ”  
the writer kindly gives expression to 
his likes and dislikes from his stand­
point. W e are glad to get it, for very 
many of our readers view from the same 
point and it is an example set for those
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who see from other points to give their 
opinions, and this is the way that our 
paper may be made useful in causing truth 
to shine as a western light upon the suifaee 
o f current thought. Such has been its 
purpose, “  Free and open discussion is in­
vited on all questions which tend to ad­
vance truth and right,”  etc. See editorial 
head on first page. As to Brother Cun- 
ingham’s reference to Light for Thinkers, 
we wished his argument had been framed 
without referring to that journal; but as 
it was done in a square, manly way, over 
his name, which is characteristic o f a 
southern gentleman, we know Brother 
Kates could and very likely would take 
care o f his interests in his pages. Mr. 
CuniDgham in a private letter says, “  My 
writings are chiefly for the most educated 
or advanced Spiritualists and for leading 
spiritual editors an 1 mediums.”  I f  any 
person wishes to discuss the subject, not 
theperson, openly over his signature (given 
to u s ), our columns are open to him. 
Friends who^write to us without signing 
their name and address so that we can 
preserve and make it public if we deem it 
necessary, must not expect their articles to 
appear; neither can we afford personality 
where there is malice, or a vindictive 
spirit manifested, and we must be judge 
o f that for our columns.

THE NEW  B IR TH .
Ye m u s t  be born again.—J o h n ,  i i i  : 7 .

This most curious saying evidently does 
not refer to birth into the physical life, 
nor can it have reference to the entrance 
into tho spirit world, which wo call death; 
for wo are told olsewherc in the Now 
Testament that ‘ even the wicked will be 
there.’ Consequently it can only mean, 
being lifted up- into a higher spiritual con­
dition o f mind, a higher aspiration for 
truth, with more advanced ideas o f God, 
and a clearer conception o f our duties 
to our fellowmen.

H ow  circumscribed— how groveling are 
the ideas which many o f the so called 
Christians have o f the Creator. Even 
tho orthodox oracle, Talmadge, who num­
bers his audiences by the thousand, a few 
weeks ago pictured the Lord as coming 
down from heaven to this Iitlle speck o f 
earth, literally, and attending to the bur­
ial o f Moses in propria persona! Picture the 
God o f the universe condensing Himself 
into the form of a man and leaving every­
thing else to take care o f itself, while He 
comes down to the earth to bury the poor, 
old, worn out body o f Moses! Yet this is

only a sample o f the many absurd things 
which this Goliab o f orthodoxy deals out 
to his hearers every week ; and thousands 
o f  them, no doubt, go away smacking 
their lips, calling it a “ wonderful sermon,” 
and so it is—a wonder that intelligent 
people o f the nineteenth century will en­
dorse such ideas. Surely such preachers 
and people need to be “ born again,”  in or­
der to have more exalted ideas o f God and 
the universe, and to enable them to inter 
pret such places in the bible spiritually, 
instead o f literally.

Anothor good reason for being born 
anew hero is to save ourselves unhappiness 
and pain in the life to com e; for our deeds 
in this life form our garments in the next. 
What a pony figure must the willful mur­
derer cut thero; or the cunning, schem­
ing sneakthief, the liar and the hypocrite. 
When all shall be brought to 1 i<rht thato o
was sought to be hid, when all the little 
mean acts done in the dark or in a corner 
and carefully hid away are brought out 
into the light, how will they appear when 
making up the garment o f him who must 
wear them. Surely such as he has need 
o f being “  made over.”

And where is there one who does not 
need this now birth ? W ho can lay his 
hand on his bosom and call himself fit to 
enter the kingdom o f  heaven, to associate 
with pure and unselfish beings, with the 
knowledge that his earth life thoughts and 
desires-are to form hisgarment there. We 
rather think he would want a little time to 
erase a spot here, and patch up a place 
there, before entering that august assembty 
of saints made “  perfect through suffering,”  
and “ deeds meet for repentence.”

Let the puffed-up and self-righteona take 
a look at themselves in the glass o f unsel­
fishness and humanity and see their de­
formities, their absolute nothingness. And 
the proud and haughty mistress who con­
siders her “  servant ”  “  beneath ”  her, 
simply because she works for a living, 
should remember that the time is coming 
when she must be “ born ou t”  o f her fool­
ish notions o f “ I  am better than thou,”  
or stay on the earth plane. This world 
is only a state o f probation, and will soon 
be over. Then we enter upon the real 
life, and he who has been “  faithful over 
a few things”  here, will be placed over 
many there, but he who has abused his 
stewardship must make restitution ; and all 
must, in time, throw behind them all sel­
fishness, all piide, all vain glory,all enty, 
and be “  born again”  to higher thoughts, 
aspirations and endeavors. B.

F o r L ig h t in  the West.

GROWTH Oil DEATH.
B Y  EM M A T R A IN .

Growth or death: ’t is  the law of the flowers and grasses, 
Of th*» shrubs and the wide spreading trees;

Anri the murmuring zephyr speaks low as i t  passes— 
“ Growth or death, ju s t  whichever you please.”

We may sta rt w ith the blade that is  lowest and smallest 
Scarcely seen as i t  moves in the a ir,

Ami go on lo the oak that is  grandest and ta lle st—
We can And th is great law everywhere.

Ju st the moment growth ceases whatever the reason 
Quick the work of decay there begins;

I f  i t  be the poor so il or the drought of the season,
Ju st as sure death a victory w ins.

Growth or death; *tis  the law of the mortal condition 
And a part of the in fin ite  plan,

Reaching out from the narrowest, lowest position 
Farther on up the grading of man

And s t i l l  outward i t  goes to the state and the nation. 
Growth or death ’t is  a mighty voice now,

U n til systems of worlds in their grand combination 
A t the feet of th is lit t le  law bow.

Growth or death; how it  echoes the wonderful story 
Through the lig h t of the heavenly spheres!

And the angels and arch-angels highest in  glory 
Sing the praise of th is  law through the years.

O, i t  comes in the lessons of rocks and of flowers,
I t  is  whispered by each passing breeze;

And i t  says to each life  w ith  it s  in fin ite powers
• ‘ ‘Growth or death, ju s t  whichever you pleat e.1 ’

F o r  L ig h t  in  the W e st.

SEEING HIM W H O  IS INVISIBLE.
B Y  J E S S IE  W ANK A L L  L E E .

In the humblest, as in the grandest 
scenes o f  nature, in the varieties o f her 
groves, as well as in the more uniform sim­
plicity ofthe daisy-decked and clover spot­
ted fields; in the sublimity o f  her moun­
tains, as in the softer beauty o f the green 
pages that summer opens upon the hills; 
in the mouri ful moan o f the dread ocean 
wailing upon untraversed shores, as in the 
gladdest murmurs o f  our winding rivers ; 
in the thunder o f Niagara, as in the 
softest whisper o f the wild-wood brook, 
is spoken the language o f a Creator,— is 
witnessed the Invisible Presence. There is a 
strong, binding link between the external 
and the internal, and being thus sur­
rounded by the beautiful, the inherent 
soul expands into the hidden knowledge o f 
the source o f this splendor, and responds to 
nature’s outspoken messages ; be they tho 
simple glance o f a blue eyed wild flower, 
or the free, gushing song o f some tiny 
warbler at the rose and gold tipped dawn.

In the heart o fth e  lowliest plebian, as 
in that o f the proudest patrician, there is 
implanted that love o f the beautiful : and 
it is through this medium that souls are 
educated in a knowledge o f God. Through 
its influence the trammeled intellect breaks 
its chains, and reaches toward the culture 
that refines and prepares for this Presence. 
Lives that have touched the mysteries o f
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their narrow bounderies have lifted them­
selves up into greatness. The slave o f the 
most debasing circumstances becomes a 
free conqueror. Men and women lived 
back thore in those humble days o f  the 
dark ages, when this invisible presence 
was talked o f  and dreamed o f as an un­
reality, who believed, and saw in their 
own lives Him whom the wayward perse­
cuted. L ook in g  for the robes o f royalty, 
and the fooli&h pageantry o f earthly courts, 
they passed the true king by, while the 
royal knew nobility by instinct, and fol­
lowed in his shining wake. Humbler days 
they were when ignorance clouded the 
way o f light, and teachers themselves 
drifted into error. They wore not unlike 
us. They toiled along just such rough 
paths, facing like human trials. They 
overleapt the same barriers before which 
wo tremble, surmounted the same obsta­
cles o ’er which we falter. They left their 
footprints in the unbeaten line o fth e  cen­
tre, swerving neither to the right or the 
left. They had our fallible human nature: 
they had ambition, but it was held in by 
the reins o f reason; they had ardor, but it 
was subject to principle: they had largo 
desires, but where duty and the right de­
manded the sacrifice, those desires were 
crucified. They have been our miners and 
divers into the depths o f God, and brought 
us treasures in our enlightened day.

I f  in those days o f crime and ignorance, 
and superstition, tho little golden thread 
gleaming through their lives circled about 
them, and made them o f  “ the things o f 
God,”  how much sooner in our bounteous 
ones, when so much light is lavished, 
should our lives evidence Him  who is in­
visible? Shall we, with such examples 
gone before, sit down with starved facul­
ties, and dwarfed souls, to toy with a 
bauble called pleasure? Time itself is 
brief. Our narrow little graves bridge 
the mysterious chasm dividing us from 
that glorious clime to which our life here 
is preparatory. Y ou have read in the ex ­
celsior book these words : “ sown in cor­
ruption.”  You have felt their truth in 
many a faded dream, many a withered 
hope. You know how the hollow  pleas­
ures o f the world mock the hungering 
sou l; how satiety istheshadow o f  attain­
ment, and disappointment the thing our 
outstretched hands will grasp in their 
struggle for tho inaccessible.

Through the most luxurious lives runs* 
the chill o f  a vague unrest, and a longing 
for something beyond. There is a limit 
to man’s power, physical and mental. The

“ thus far ”  o f  tho Mysterious Being and 
Supreme Ruler, assorts itself. The mis­
fortunes o f  adversity overwhelm us; the 
objects o f our affection perish ; friendships 
fade and die ; change is written over all 
the distance o f space,— change and decay: 
but we cling to the days, and the weeks, 
and the years that were fraught with pain 
and sorrow, loving these earth stained 
lives “ sown in corruption,”  regardless o f 
the promise o f  their being ‘ raised in in­
corruption.”  Seeing, then, that our dark 
ways are leading to the light, and that our 
feeble gropings through doubt and uncer­
tainty shall, at last, close upon the gqlden 
bars o f a gate opening upon the perfection 
o f  every good desired here, shall we not 
let our lives, like nature, witness the In­
visible Presence? Not for ourselves alone, 
— human hi arts are depending upon us.

Be steadfast through all adverse circum­
stances ; through bitter afflictions, keep­
ing in view  the Presence; for we have 
treasure in a country whose light is unvis­
ited by the shadow o f any darkness; where 
the imperfect buds o f  pleasure gathered 
here, have ripened into rich fruits there, 
beyond tho reach o f blight; and the splen­
dor o f  the intellect increases forever and 
ever, in the then Visible Presence.

Transcribed for L ig h t in  the W est,

A WARNING FROM THE INVISIBLE 
WORLD.

The signs o f  the times are perilous in 
the extreme. Man, in fancied security, is 
resting upon a volcano liable to burst forth 
atany moment.

The masses, ripe for revolution, are p lot­
ting and planning for a coup d’etat that 
w ill thro w all previous ones into the shade. 
The vastness o f this continent will serve 
to make it one o f  gigantic extent. The 
conservative element will be powerless in 
the conflict, and will go down in ignom i­
nious defeat, while the opposing forces, 
gathering strength as they advance, will 
carry all before them, to the dismay o f  all 
peace loving people. The day is fast 
approaching for all o f  this, and I would 
warn all to be prepared to realize to its 
fullest extent the horrors o f  Revolution. 
This country, having enjoyed immunity 
from such uphoavels up to this time, can­
not be made to believe there is anything 
more than can be suppressed by the 
arraignment o fa  few unwise anarchists in 
the courts o f  justice, and their conviction 
and punishment by incarceration in pri­
sons, and penitentiaries. But time will 
show how futile it is, as the workings

amongst the masses is so silently being 
pushed as to be without observation.

The inhabitants o f the United States 
would do well to open their eyes to this 
thing and prepare to face the menacing 
factions that are so surely plotting its 
overthrow. With this caution I shall with­
draw for the present, but shall, in the 
future, give other warnings, as it is my mis­
sion so to do.— Spirit I. F. W ., through 
M r s . S. E. C a l d w e l l , August 17th, 18S6.

* F o r  L ig h t  in  the W est.

THE SPIRIT OF LIGHT.
B Y  D E L  A Y  AN D E  VO E.

Continued.

The inner light from which all light evolves,
In distance far, the vortex yet unknown.
Nor can the human comprehension teach 
Its vast infinitude ; nor by analogy 
Compare with the highest law of earth,
Nor soul of man its minutest atom.
Man, finite in all things, nonexisting 
Without the counterpart, eternal mind.
He whose light rebounds thro’ all worlds and space 
Visible and invisible.
How vast the thought resplendant by His will 
Within the souls of mortals, that from 
The inner light, the centre circle formed 
Sprang- into being, in part fulfillment 
Of the highest law, or gifts from the Divine, 
That Sun of all Suns, wherein a diadem 
Is set, emblazoned wisdom.

The throne where the Father all wise 
And of all life, in form inconceivable 
With angel bands surrounding, in a fixed 
Circle sat, and in communication with 
The elements view’d all laws and all works 
Pursuant of his will.
’Twas thus Divine perfection dwelt 
In harmony, while chaos roared beneath 
And in revolt, matter, surging, trembled 
At His first command.
Louder the tumult raised ; till from within 
The centre formed, without obstruction, flashed 
The law throughout infinite space,
And in thunder tones evoked the elements 
To order. Tim  it would seom from innate 
Disregard within, clamored in discord :
Rejoiced in harboring chaos and-at 
Defiance set the power of peace and love.
God thus confusion drowned and light revealed 
To earth. No longer darkness ruled,
It being absorbed by the inner light,
Was sent revolving on the wings of thought. 
Through matter and all space, a beacon formed, 
Triumphant, fixed, radiating harmony,
Truth and love to all eternity.

Then, as now, the magnet to the polls,
All matter sought within its orb and sphere 
Its own affinity, evolving worlds 
Upon worlds and stars of groat magnitude, 
While systems into systems ran, each one 
A  centre, and around a centre moved 
In continuous order with the cause 
Within. The word, the truth and light 
In existence full, formed all material things 
From emanations wise, and creation won.
Within the inner circle, the castl« of 
Tho spirt all wise no tumult dwells,
But all adhesive love, holding in order
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All matter and all spirit, equalizing 
Motion. And by friction of the spheres 
In revolution bent, produced fire 
And life, without volition, or benediction 
Sought, all being subservient unto 
The Divine command, the first, the last,
The beginning, and for all time.

For L ig h t in (he W e st,

ADVANCED THOUGH T.
The bigot who thinks he “  knows it all," 

and who is o f the opinion that there is 
nothing worth knowing which is not 
stored within his teeming brain, is greatly 
to be pitied, for his ignorance will be his 
curse. The world will move on without 
him ; and while pooh poohing at the devel­
opment o f science and advanced thought, 
he will suddenly find himself left among 
the cobwebs o f antiquity— like someTossil; 
fit company only for an ancient mummy.

It is the duty of all to open up their 
minds to the developments o f  the age, 
whether on the subject o f  religion or sci­
ence. In fact the day has come when 
these two go hand in hand; and the day 
is past when dogmas or beliefs can carry 
with them a lot o f incongruous statements 
that are given the lie by nature —  by 
science—every day. .Religion, pure and 
simple, based on knowledge, not o f two 
thousand years ago, but o f to day, is to be 
the religion o f the future, and all that 
cannot be measured by that standard will 
be ground into impalpable dust, to be 
heard o f no more.

We know that bigotry stands like a high 
wall in the way o f progress, and enlight­
enment, but truth is stronger than error, 
and ultimately must prevail. Science and 
common sense will almost imperceptibly 
step in and open the eyes o f the blind. 
Then will the superstition o f yesterday 
give place to the knowledge o f  to-day. 
The battle rages but the right will pre­
vail, and man will come out o f the strug­
gle a regenerated, an individualized, self­
poised being, free to think and act for 
himself; and no priest, potentate nor king 
will own him, nor dare attempt to control 
him in body or in mind.

When that day is ushered in, a great 
revolution will have taken place. Instead 
o f  one portion o f tbe human race living 
off the labor and sweat o f the others, 
through their superstitious fears, robbing 
them of their hard earned pittances to 
ijuild churches and rear costly temples to 
their denominational gods, all will be lend­
ing a helping hand to uplift humanity. It 
is a crying shame that so largo a portion 
o f the human race live like vampires 
on the credulity and superstition o f the

masses. lias not the honest, hardwork­
ing laborer hell enough here, working in 
heat and cold, sick or well, for a bare sub­
sistence, without being threatened with a 
mythological hades hereafter; and all for 
— what? Simply because he refuses to be 
priest ridden to death, then hounded in 
his coffin, and his poor family robbed to 
get his soul out o f an imaginary purgatory, 
or left to mourn in anguish their inability 
to satisfy the cravings o f the so called 
vicegerants o f  G od !

Priests, both Protestant and Catholic, 
have taught that God is a tyrant, ‘ reaping 
where He hath not sown,’ etc., etc., and 
only to be approached through priestly 
ministrations ! This we know to be all a 
delusion, a subterfuge o f the most trans­
parent kind. Where is Galileo, where 
is Newton, where is Franklin, Paine, Jef­
ferson, Lincoln and hosts o f other bene­
factors o f  humanity ? In everlasting tor­
ment are they, because their reason could 
not accept some man-made dogma? We 
think not. Xhe heavens are full o f  these 
shining spirits, radiant with the knowl­
edge o f the divine Author o f  the universe; 
while the religious bigot sits like some 
crone, bewailing the advance o f science 
that will make man one with his Father.

Fo r L ig h t in  the W est.

LIBERTY AND LOVE.
B Y  W I .  K . W IL L IA M S .

What magic in the word Liberty! how 
it thrills the breast o f  every one possessed 
o f the attributes o f  true manhood. Oh, 
Liberty thou precious boon from heaven to 
earth,— most gracious gift to man, an una­
lienable right bestowed by the creator upon 
every human creature. Freedom is glo­
rious and inspiring, but like other good 
gifts is often subject to much abuse; or 
rather, I  should say, that under her soul 
inspiring name, many o f the most shame­
ful systems o f  superstition and oppression 
have been founded, and many of tho most 
cowardly acts o f  cruelty that have ever 
disgraced humanity have been committed. 
Even now, in the latter part o f the nine­
teenth century, the boasted age o f culture 
and civilization, many o f the relics o f  the 
cruelties and absurdities of the past remai n, 
demonstrating clearly, that in many re­
spects we are not yet quite free from thral­
dom—and that o f the most abject kind,— 
mental slavery.

I f  we look around we cannot fail to see 
there are thousands upon thousands, that 
seldom or ever really think for themselves ; 
they use second hand materials, so to speak,

and live upon some one else’s opinions, 
never exercising thought, or allowing rea­
son to guide them,— especially is this the 
case concerning religion. The pulpit and 
the religious press manufacture for them 
ideas, and harness their minds to dogmas, 
and threatening creeds, while the lamp o f 
reason is ignored for the ignis fatuus of 
some church. How can that person claim 
to be free, when fettered by church rules, 
often made up o f bigotry, selfishness and 
direful threats to all who differ from them ? 
Where is the liberty o f conscience, and 
the freedom o f thought they profess to 
accord to others? The Creator who en­
dowed man with intelligence never in­
tended the greater portion o f the human 
family to be dependent on tho smaller for 
their knowledge o f Him ; but to unite as a 
common race or brotherhood, with Liberty 
for all,— bound together by the law o f love, 
God’s greatest attribute, as the Christians 
claim “  God is Love,”  and their Book de­
clares, that “ as God so loved us, so ought 
we to love one another.”  H ow  is it to day ? 
Why the whole world is filled with envy, 
hatred and malice, and each striving to 
overcome the other. Liberty ! Oh, where 
art thou gone ! Thy robe is here, but thou, 
fair goddess, art absent. Say not slavery 
does not exist, when the mills, factories, 
and other places o f labor are human hives 
o f toilers, constantly fighting to keep life 
within their bodies.

The old saying, Homo homini lupus, is 
true,— but I do believe with Victor Hugo, 
that the time is not far distant when — 

“ All tyrants shall be hurled from their 
“  thrones, and liberty shall be restored' to the 
“ people; the money made social circles be de- 
“  stroyed; arbitrary forms and silly customs, 
“  given up for true worth and intelligence, and 
“ brains counted more of a factor than gold.”  

Yes, there is a good time coming “  when 
liberty and trirth shall prevail; when the 
school master will be more welcome than 
the soldier; when the pen will be acknowl­
edged “  mightier than the sword;”  when 
men will be wise and love each other; when 
marriages will be the result of love and 
not m oney; when people will think for 
themselves and aim to improve— consider­
ing this short earth life as a preparatory 
school, necessary before entering the future 
state o f  existence. There is a time com­
ing when error must pass aw ay; intemper­
ance ceate ; kindness extended to all the 
mute creation; and man shall recognize a 
brother in man. Then shall a glad chorus 
ascend o f “ Glory to God and on earth 
peace and goodw ill towards man.”  Then 
shall a new era begin, and Liberty and 
Love embrace each other.



LIGHT IN THE WEST. 317

CO M M UNICATIO NS FRO M  Y . E .  8 .

J u n e  2 7 tli, 1885 —Th e  band w i l l  consider the subject: 

H a rv e st as the Rew a rd  o f La b o r: —

The present, season, when the tillers of the soil 
are reaping the fruits of their labor, presents an 
apt illustration ofthe aim and close of man’s ex­
istence on earth’s plane. With what care does 
the farmer choose and prepare the seed,—the 
soil must be attended to, the nature of it must be 
considered, that the dressing and fertilisers may 
be suit'd to i t ; so that the best preparation shall 
be made, that the seed may flourish and bring an 
abundant harvest. And after the seed is sown, 
how many anxieties has the cultivator while 
watching the growing, sprouting blade,—the fear 
of too much or to ) little rain, of predatory in­
sects, of disease, as smut, blight, etc. These are 
boyond his control ; but whon the fruits of the 
earth are fairly harvested, the useless anxieties 
are forgotten. He rejoices in the blessings nature 
h»s given; increased and improved by man’s 
judicious preparations. Here man’s reason is 
seen ; but how few are guided by this perfect 
analogy to use every endeavor to make a like 
preparation for the harvest of thoughts which 
must follow the deeds of oarth life,—the mind 
must be cultivated, the higher, nobler qualities 
must be cherished, the weeds of intolerance, 
envy, revenge or other degrading elements, must 
be exterminated, that the spirit dwelling in the 
form of man may be purified and elevated till 
love to the groat Father, and love to the brother­
hood of man tills and raises the whole nature. 
Thus the soil is prepared, the seed is sown, which 
will being a plentiful and blessed harvest in the 
realms of everlasting life.

S e p t e m b e r  6t h ,  I 88( j .— T h e  b a n d  w i l l  c o n s id e r  t h e  t h o u g h t s  

( o r  s u b j e c t )  o f  i n s p i r a t i o n : —

It is well known that mind controls 
mind, even while clothed in matter. The 
ideas o f one aro thrown into other minds 
by conversation, by public teaching, or by 
book s : thus thoughts are disseminated like 
seed, and take root and flourish wherever 
the soil or mind is adapted to it, each soil 
or mind receiving the seeds or thoughts 
which harmonize with it. The same 
thoughts may be introduced into different 
minds, and as each mind gives expression 
to these thoughts, how varied is the im ­
press which thoy have produced; as in a 
garden, the same soil produces flowers or 
fruits, varied in color, form, fragrance or 
flavor, one plant appropriating certain in­
gredients and rejecting others, while 
other plants assimilate the rejected in­
gredients; and thus the beauteous variety 
displayed in tho cultivatad garden.

One mind can receive the idea o f  met­
empsychosis, or that which is something 
like it, re-incarnation, another mind re­

jects that idea— it does not accord with 
its reason. Ideas the most crude and fan­
tastic always find some minds ready to 
receive them, and those ideas seem to 
thorn convincingly true; but many o f  those 
errors are only errors o f judgment, not o f  
heart; the affections remain pure, and the 
fancies o f  imagination, the mistaken ideas, 
will all be made right in the light o f truth 
as experienced in spirit life, untrammeled 
by the crude ideas engendered by contact 
with earth and earthly surroundings 

This variety is necessary ; thoughts to 
be kept bright must bo polished by the 
friction produced by opposition which 
does no harm while used in moderation 
and tempered by gentleness. The truly 
spiritual mind hearsall opinions and judges 
with kind discrimination, never condemn­
ing, knowing that as the understanding 
expands all errors will coaso. Wo see, 
therefore, no cause for excitemcnt, no ne­
cessity for harsh judgment. Lot charity 
govern all, that calmness and unselfish 
love may rule in tho minds o f  those be­
lieving in the grand truths imparted by 
spirit friends. May the blessing o f our 
Heavenly Father attend us.

C O M M U N IC A T IO N S  F R O M  M R S . N . J .  N A F U S ,

E .  S A G IN A W , M IC H .

Mr. E ditor:— Will you  please be so kind 
as to publish in L i g h t  i n  t h e  W e s t  the 
names which I send y ou ; they are the 
names o f  those that 1 used to influence to 
write to my father, 0 . R. Miller, who 
odited tho Psychometric Circular o f  Brook- 
lyn, N". Y. I  take this course to solicit 
thorn to subscribe for your paper, and 
also to let them know that Carrie is still 
striving to work for the cause o f  human­
ity, and to assure them also that I still 
retain the same love for them that I  did 
in days gone by. I  wish to toll them to 
write furyour paper, and I will ofton come 
and influence them to write messages to 
my dear father and others, whom I  so 
dearly love. They all know  how I always 
loved to come into their circles and brinffO
kind words o f  cheer to each one there, 
and scatter beautiful flowers all around 
them. I wish to say to my dear father 
that I am with him, tenderly watching and 
guiding him— I see every tear and know 
every jo y . T o him and all earthly mor­
tals, I  will say that every tear and sad 
bereavment are so many bright diamonds 
gliltering like dew drops, only not to per­
ish, but to remain forever and ever. O h ! 
if  poor mortals o f  earth could only see 
the beauties and loveliness o f this bright

home o f ours, how differently would they 
live and how much happier they would 
be. My love to all the dear ones o f earth. 
M y list o f  names comprises the following : 
Mrs. M. S. Hunt, Salt Lake C ity; Laura
B. Smith, Community, N. Y.; Mrs. M. E. 
Williams, W. 34th St., N. Y. C ity ; Mrs. S. 
J. Panoyer, 12? N. 2nd St., E. Saginaw, 
Mich.; Mrs. Anna Kimball, 229 E. 48th 
St., JST. Y . C ity; JST. C. Wilton, San Fran­
cisco, Cal.j Mrs. Souther, 1155 Mission 
St., San Francisco, Cal.; Mrs. Sara Wil­
liamson; Mrs. Dr. Hill, B rooklyn, N. Y. 
D on’ t fail to send a paper to my father,
C. R . Miller. Brooklyn, N. Y.

July 30th, 1886. C a r r i e  M i l l e r .

Mr. E ditor:— I will now make an effort 
to write a few words to you . I am anx­
ious to develope the medium so as to use 
her hand independently in writing; this 
phase o f  mediumship would bo very benifi- 
cial to her. I can perceive ways in which 
^he could make a success financially, and 
it would also benofit her'spiritually. Her 
writings thus far have always been im- 
pressional, but this is very weakening to 
the nervous system. There are a great 
many spirits that como and would like to 
influence her to write; in this I guard and 
protect her, as I shall allow nono to write 
but those who know how to be gentle and 
kind. There are many who have very 
selfish aims, and have no sympathy for 
the medium. M y profession while in the 
form was that o f  an attorney—at least, I 
was educated for that kind o f  work. I 
was admitted to tho bar at twenty-one 
and practiced about one year, when I  en­
listed in the 23rd Michigan Infantry. My 
experience as a soldier was short, but 
rather severe, as I was unaccustomed to 
labor. There were a good many farmer 
boys in the regiment, who seemed hardy 
and strong, and I could not help being a 
little envious o f  their physical powers. 
They used to laugh at me and call me a 
green city chap; but when they wanted 
some writing done they took a great deal 
o f pains to hunt up “ that fellow from the 
city o f D etroit;”  and as usual I find a great 
many who want writing done over here.
I am now trying to practice law in the 
courts o f  Heaven. W hat is considered 
justice on earth is not justice over here. 
Those who on earth are considered the 
“  Great I ’s”  on account o f  money and fine 
clothes—the office seekers, professional 
minsiters, doctors and other professional 
men, look very small over here and are 
obliged to take a back seat, while the “ lit-
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tie u’s ”  with no money and poorly dressed, 
who have been defrauded and cheated 
because they were poor, aro invited to the 
front. Each and every one receives his 
or her true reward or roproof, whatever 
justice declares. I could say a great deal 
on this subject but conditions aro such that 
I cannot write any more at present. I 
will close by telling you that I  passed into 
spirit life from the effects o f gun shot 
wounds, May, 1863. I was twenty-two, 
and my home was in Detroit, Michigan, 

July 31st, 1886. W m . Ross S m it h .

COMMUNICATIONS P U B L IS H E D  B Y  J U S T IT IA .

March 2oth, 1 8 6 9 . — M y  C h i ld :  Y o u  will en­
dorse this new government, when it is more fully 
explained ; for it is of God and will stand. Man 
must see that God is working in his affairs and 
ho will see the light quicker than he has in the 
past century. The angel world can do more for 
this earth in a few years, now, than has been 
accomplished in the past hundred. W e have 
been at work in the spirit world during all time 
to bring about the redemption of man. The 
Bible was written by mediums in the days of 
Moses and the prophets, and men in those days 
required different laws from those which are re­
quired now. The coming of Christ was prophe- 
siel four hundred years before He came through 
the medium Jesus, and the Jews were looking 
for Him ; but because of His lowly origin they 
refused to accept Him, and 1 tell thee the people 
of this day will reject the true principles of Christ 
because of their unbelief in God’s laws, and in His 
word ; for when men reject the word of God 
which was written centuries ago by God’s chosen 
mediums, then will they reject the mediums of 
the present day. For God never changes ; He is 
the ‘ same yesterday, to day, and forever.’

March'loth, P . M..—You must write and we 
will tell you what to write. We will explain 
tlie Bible, God's laws and the teachings of Christ, 
make them so plain that man will better under­
stand the mysteries of the Bible. Men will open 
the eyes of thoir understanding and listen to God’s
word.......................Be not discouraged, for God’s
people will listen. We have told you, you do not 
know our power to do good in this world ; but 
it shall be made manifest to you in a short time. 
Be patient, ‘ all things work together for good ’ 
to those who will do the will of God.

Mar. 26.—1 he angels have finished a great work 
in the spirit world, and now the army of the Lord 
is marshalled for battle with the prince of dark 
ness. The old satan. who has been bound for a 
thousand years is about to bo let li ose on the 
eaith, but Michael and his hosts will dethrone 
all tl e powers of darkness, while the world will 
rock from center to circumferonce...^..................

March '2.1th, ’69.—Thou must now say that thou 
art ready to do the will of the Lord, for thou 
must write for us and thy mission is to do good 
to the children of men. We tell thee that they 
who do God’s will shall receive a hundred fold 
in return. The angel world knows what can be 
done in this, for we know 'our power on this 
world. They who walk by faith and not by sight 
are the ones who will be chosen to do His wcrk, 
and we say unto thee if thou hast faith the size 
of a mustard seed thou shalt do wonders for God.

March 29th, ’69—Thou wilt now say to tho peo­
ple that tho Lord thy God h^th revea'ed to thee 
the fulness of time, and that ye are living in tho 
last days of time on earth, for God is about to 
set up His kingdom and all of man’s power shall 
be destroyed. God told them in old times they 
must obey His laws ; and I tell thee God will 
bring desolation, woe and misery on all who will 
not hearken to the sayings of the mediums
through whom He has chosen to speak...........Ye
are called, but ye will riot listen ; and because 
of the hardness of the hearts of the wicked and 
their blindness to truth, God must punish them 
in their wickedness. Men have sinned against 
the laws of God and humanity long enough, and 
God has hearkened to the voice of His people, 
and He will hear the cry of the downtrodden 
and the oppressed. Oh ! why will ye oppress 
His people! Why will ye make laws contrary to 
His laws and the teaching of Christ! Ye take no 
heed to His sayings—ye listen not to the dicta'es 
of conscience ; but ye shut your minds in dark­
ness, and will not see the light. Ye mock at 
God’s truth, and say, “ who is God that wo should 
be mindful of Him.” Ye deny the power of God 
to rule ; ye set His laws at defiance, ye build up 
temples of ungodliness and yet sit in judgment 
against His people. For this will I come upon you 
in my wrath, saith the Lord. I tell thee the rulers 
of this land must be smitten in their blindness. 
They have bowed down to the idols of all ungod­
liness, serving the god of mammon ; destroying 
the liberty and denying the rights of God’s people.

March 3 0 th, ’ 6 9 . — [Through .the mouth o f the 
ancient prophet, Elijah-)

1 am the beginning and the end ; I am Alpha 
and Omega. I will execute judgment on this peo­
ple if they hearken not to my sayings. I thy God 
have said in My word that all mankind should 
hear My voice, and that man should listen to 
the sayings of My chosen people ; for I the Lord 
thy God do declare to this world, that I will 
come upon then as a ‘ thief in the night, and 
those who have not their lamps trimmed and 
burning will not come in with me. I have heard 
the cry of the oppressed and downtrodden; I have 
witnessed the iniquities of the rulers ofth's land. 
I have seen men roll pride under their tongues 
as a sweet morsal; but their pride shall be turned 
to bitterness ; the wrong they do their fellowmen 
shall be measured out to them ; for I will turn on 
all those who deny my power to reign. [By the 
Prophet.) God’s code of laws are plain ; but men 
will shut their eyes against all truth and they 
have tardened their hearts against humanity 
They set up man’s reason against the reason which 
God has implanted in their npture.

March 3 lŝ , ’69.—W e are about to declare to
this people that they must listen..............for
the human mind is farther developed this day 
than it has been since Moses wrote the ten com­
mandments on the tables of stone. We tell thee 
men will not require miracles to convince them 
in these days. Moses set up the serpent and all 
that looked were healed, and we tell thee that 
the son of man has been held up to the world 
and all who will, can be healed, The blood of 
Christ cleanseth from all sin i f  man will follow  
h-is teachings and live up to the laws of God. But 
unless they will follow in the footsteps of Christ 
his blood is o f  no avail. Christ came to save this 
world from the injustice that man does to his 
fellow man. He taught them by word and pre-

I cept. Do his professed followers teach tho true 
Chri-t ? Wo tell thee nay. They build up tem­
ples and dedicate them to God, but deny tho 
power of godliness, making them temples of un­
truth, filling them with pride and ungodliness, 
bowing down to the god of mammon ; shuting 
out the poor, denying them the bread of life 
which Christ promised them, and feeding them 
on the the husks of <rror and unbelief. We tell 
thee God will pull down these temples, and erect 
tern pies where men shall come and be partakers 
of the living waters which spring from the fount­
ains of Christ. Christ says, ‘ he that drinketh 
of the cup that I shall give him shall not thirst 
but have everlasting life,’ but the proud and the 
ungodly have held this cup from his people and 
for this will Christ come again the second time. 
Already has this war been declared in the spirit 
world to overthrow the powers of darkness, and 
ye shall see a new light dawn upon it, a light 
which will surpass the beams of the noonday sun.

In  explanation of tlie  foregoing tlie transcriber would say, 
that at about th is period, lie  frequently found the medium 
at prayer and in  tears, and upon inquiry leraned that a band 
of ancient immortals were constantly in s is t in g  that she 
should w rite at the ir dictation, precisely as above. She had 
replied that she was to i s in fu l and unworthy, and considered 
herself as sacreligioup in  doing so, hut was told that her s p ir it  
guides were to be the judges of that, and that she was to 
yield im p lic it ly  to the ir demands and commands. I t  was sev­
eral rear* before she learned the name of th is  prophet, and 
after voluminous w riting s for him  whose name is  given 

above. J u s t i t i a  .

April 2nd, 1869.—Put thy trust in God and He 
will never forsake thee. God will hear the cry 
of His people, and He will grant wisdom to 
those who seek it. He says, ‘ knock and it 
shall be opened;’ thou hast knocked and He 
has heard thy cry. And so shall it be with 
mankind; if they will seek wisdom earnestly 
it shall be given them. O! how few listen to 
the teachings of His son ; for he told them when 
on earth what they should do to be saved. 
Men do not listen. They do not the will of 
God. They have gone after strange gods and 
for this must He come again and visit this 
people in judgment, and when Christ does 
come He will come in power. Verily, I say 
He was the King of the Jews, and shall be 
King of the Gentiles also. God's people must 
listen to His sayings. Christ is tho Son of 
God, all mankind are His brothers: God does 
not respect his children unless they follow the 
teachings of their elder brother. Christ taught 
(through Jesus) when on earth that if man 
would obey the laws of God and live up to His 
teachings they would be heirs of God and joint 
heirs with him. Do men obey the laws of God 
or the teachings of His son? I tell thee nay. 
They are no better to-day than they were at 
Christ’s first appearance. The Jews slew him; 
but I say mankind are worse to-day, for the 
Jews had only Mo.ses and the prophets, while 
to-day ye have all the teachings of Jesus and 
his apostles, and are sinning against more 
light than the Jews had. Jesus performed 
miracles for them, and this day do the med­
iums have, to perform the same; yet men will 
not believe,— they have shut out truth from 
their hearts and for this will Christ come again
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in power and spirit. Men will not believe in 
the existence of tho spirit world hut the spirit 
world is about to manifest to mankind truth 
which they cannot gainsay. His (Christ’s) 
spirit is here already knocking at the door of 
man’s inner temple. Let man beware how lie 
shuts the door, for God has said, ‘My spirit’ (s) 
will not always strive with man.

April 3rd :—You need not fear ; everythin;; is 
working as we wish. W e do not measure 
time as men do in the mundane sphere; ours 
is eternity. W e have much to do and the 
spirit world is at work just as earnestly as the 
people of the North were when they arose 
en masse to crush out the blackness and dark­
ness of human slavery. W e tell thee that wo 
declared that war in heaven long before the 
declaration reached earth, and we have now 
declared war with the prince of darkness all 
over God’s world, and all the power of darkness 
will be destroyed. Man must not dare to op­
pose the kingdom of Christ. Man’s laws shall 
be founded on God’s laws, and the power of 
Christ shall be felt. Ilis blood is crying out 
against mankind to-day for the iniquities of 
the people of this world. Men are beginning 
to ooen their eyes to the sins and iniquities of 
their rulers and men in high places. God 
says, ‘ I am slow to anger, but My vengeance 
is swift and sure. ’ ‘ I will measure out to this
people as they measure out to their fellow' 
man.’ The high-priests of this world have 
shut out the light of truth; they burn their in­
cense on God’s altar until it has become a 
stench in His nostrils. For this will lie come 
again and when He does men shall walk in 
the light of truth and righteousness and this 
world will become the garden of Eden.

Then shall the serpent of untruth be crushed 
by the heel of the seed of woman, and we tell 
thee that mother Eve never tasted of the ap­
ple which the serpent gave her to eat until af­
ter Adam had sown the seeds of discord to the 
children of men; yet ever since man has been 
finding fault with women. But the time has 
now come when she shall arise and put on the 
garments of truth and righeousness, and man 
shall listen to the voice of the mothers of God’s 
children. For we tell thee the women of this 
land shall arise and shake off the bondage 
which has bound them so long, and men shall 
listen to their voice and take heed to their say­
ings. Woman was the friend of Christ when 
on earth, and could woman’s voice have been 
heard in those days Pilate would never have 
signed the death warrant of the God of the 
world ; and for this Christ has left his love in 
tlie hearts of woman.

April i th .—W e will say to the people that the 
angels of God are here to-day in power and 
glory. God has listened to the voice of the 
down-trodden and the oppressed and He is 
about to lead His children out of the wilder­
ness of this unbelief. A song of praise shall 
go up to Zion, for God heareth the cry of His 
children. Man's inhumanity to his fellow 
man must be destroyed. He is about to visit 
this world with a spiritual force which man

cannot resist, and when He comes the power- 
of man will be shaken like a reed in the blast. 
This world must become what God designed 
it to be. ‘ Man that is born of woman is few 
of days and full of trouble,’ and he must have 
a second birth. But before he can be born 
again he must be prepared for the change. 
The womb of mother earth has conceived 
men in sin ; but when mankind understand 
the laws of their being, then shall the womb 
of this earth be pure and holy, so that man can 
erect temples to the living God made fit for 
the indwelling of God’s holy spirit. Every 
child born of woman is one of God’s temples, 
and He will not have anything unclean defile 
His work. When men begin to think how by 
their present w;iys of living they are defiling 
these temples, filling them with poisonous 
matter and destroying the tHrone of reason 
which God has given to man, they will stop 
violating the natural laws with impunity; and 
abstaining from all ungodliness become pure 
and holy. Through sin men have become 
unclean. Do they expect God will accept a rot­
ten mass of corruption to be the inhabitants 
winebibers, gluttons, idolaters, licentious and 
of His kingdom? W e tell thee nay. He will 
not accept such offspring upon His altars of 
holiness and purity; for God says: ‘ men shall 
obey my laws, and if he will not listen to the 
voice of eternal truth, then will I come upon 
them and send pestilence among those who 
defile the human body.’ When man is groan­
ing under the weight of sin and disease, which 
he brings upon himself, will he dare to lift his 
voice in prayer to the great Eternal Spirit of 
the universe and ask Him to be merciful to 
him? I tell thee God cannot hear such prayer, 
because U ts laws are immutable and cannot 
change. Can weak, puny man dare to stand 
in prayer and ask God to heal the great body 
of humanity, religious or politic, without 
working in the matter ? I tell thee nay. Man 
is a being endowed witli reason, and all of God’s 
laws are founded on reason. Man must be 
merciful to himself, before he can expect mercy 
from others. God would have all men perfect 
even as He ‘is perfect; but the spirit of man 
cannot be perfect when it dwells in temples of 
unholiness. When he was created in the im­
age of God he was pronounced perfect and so 
he was till he began to multiply his seed over 
the earth. Then commenced strife between 
brothers, for they had tasted of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil which God had im­
planted in their nature, anil man says, let us be 
as gods and take the power of God’s hands; 
and mankind have been taking the power of 
the living God ever since. Man was originally 
pure and holy; but when he sinned he said to 
the Lord, ‘ the woman thou gavest me, told 
me to eat,’ and he has laid every thing at the 
door of woman to the present time. But now 
the spirit of woman will arise and put on the 
garments of holiness. Man has never given 
woman a chance to redeem herself from the 
sin which was laid to Eve the first mother: 
and for this injustice to the daughters of God

will they be chosen ; for God said: * ‘Arise, O, 
daughters of Jerusalem, put 011 thy garments 
of holiness, and I will put a new song of praise 
in thy mouth. I  charge you, O ! daughters of 
Jerusalem, that ye stir not up nor awake my 
love until he pleased.’ The time has now come 
when the daughters shall be stirred up and 
they shall wake up the love of man to the 
beauties of holiness and truth, for I tell thee 
that Zion is represented as a woman through 
all of God's word. Do men think God does 
not desire woman to take an active part in the 
work of building up Zion? O! poor, blind 
man ; to you are the women of this world in­
debted for all the imbecility and blindness of 
this age. The intuitiveness of woman is for 
holiness, and if man would but listen to her 
voice the cause of Zion would flourish. W o­
man does not ask to take the power out of the 
hands of man, but they will have something 
to say about the salvation of their sons and 
daughters, when they are suffering from the 
sins of their fathers, inherited from the cess­
pools of the impurities of mankind filling the 
veins of the children of men with poison which 
taints anil vitiates the blood of the whole hu­
man family.

• T h is  reference to the Song o f So lom on, 8 : 4, sho w - 
iu g  as i t  does that the sym b o lic  language re fe rre d  to is  
now being fu lf lle d  in  the m ovem ent fo r the emancipa­
tio n  o f wom an, and the fact that the la tte r p a rt o f the 
19th ce ntu ry has been called p re -e m ine ntly  “  wom an’s 
era ” —th ro w s a flood o f lig h t  on the me n in g  o f th is  
ve rse . I f  o u r readers w i l l  have patience, the y w i l l  d is ­
cover svhy th is  b ib lic a l s ty le  has been adopted by th is  
ancient im m o rta l, and w here the b ib le applies to tlio  
t im e s in  w h ich we liv e . J c t s t i t i a .

Mr. Jas. Levvis and son, of their famous 
Temple of Music in Springfield, Mass, have 
returned from a three months’ trip to the 
“ Old country.”  Mrs. Lewis and daughter 
shortly after left, to visit friends in England.

A  large number of the devoted personal 
friends of Miss Lewis earnestly wish that she 
may soon return, fully restored to the enjoy­
ment of good health.

The Lake Pleasant camp meeting at Mon­
tague, Mass, is having a pleasant and suc­
cessful season.

The last number of tho Rostrum contains a 
communication purporting to come from my 
spirit wife. Remembering that the same med­
ium sent me a true test communication last full 
I hope he will soon come again en rapport with my 
wife, and therefore in compliance with her desire 
“ to go on investigating,” I take the liberty to 
submit the following test questions

1st. What are the names of your father and 
mother in spirit life?

2nd. What are the namPs of your brothers and 
sisters, and my sister, still living on earth ?

3rd. What labor have I done this spring in 
special loving remembrance of your predilections 
and of our once so happy h mie-life ?

A  correct answer to these threo questions, on or 
before the 25th inst., will entitle Mr. Chester Fish 
or any other medium (sending correct answers 
first) to my check for $25. Mediums : Please 
send answers to I .  L o k w e n d a h l,

Box77G, Vineland, N. J.



320 LIGHT IN THE WEST.
* ODE TO GOD.

Oh, thou eternal One ! Whose presence br'ght 
All space does occupy— all motion guide : 

Unchanged through time’s all devastating flight;
Thou only God ! There is no God beside, 

Being of all beings, Mighty One!
Whom none can comprehend and none explore 

Who flllest existence with Thyself alone, 
Embracing all, supporting, ruling o’er!
Being, whom we call God, and know no more !

In its sublime research, philosophy 
May measure out the ocean deep—may count 

Tho sands or the sun’s rays—but God ! for Thee 
There is no weight, no measure. None can mount 

Up to Thy mysteries. "Reason’s brightest spark, 
Though kindled by Thy light, in vain would try 

To trace Thy counsels, infinite and dark ;
And thought is lost, e’er tho’t can soar so high, 
Even like past moments in eternity.

Thou from primeval nothingness didst call 
First Chaos, then Existence—Lord on thee 

Eternity had its foundation ; all 
Sprang from Thee—of Light, Joy, Harmony, 

Sole origin—all life, all beauty there;
Thy word created all and doth create;

Thy splendor fills all space with day divine ; 
Thou art and wast and shalt be glorious, great 
Live giving, life sustaining potentate.

Thy chains the unmeasured universe surround ;
Upheld by Thee, by Thee inspired with breath. 

Thou the beginning with the end, was bound 
And beautifully mingled life and death !

As sparks mount upward from the fiery blaze,
So suns are born, and worlds spring forth from 

And as the spangles in the sunny rays, [Thee !
Shine round the silvery snow ; the pageantry 

Of heaven’s bright army glitters in thy praise.

A  million torches lighted by Thy hand,
Wandor unwearied through the blue abyss; 

They own Thy power, accomplish Thy command!
All gay with life, all eloquent with bliss.

What shall we call them ? Piles of crystal light?
A  glorious company of golden streams ? 

Lamps of celestial ether, burning bright ?
Suns lighting systems-with their joyous beams 

But Thou to them, art as the moon to night.

Yes, as the drops of water in the sea,
All this magnificence in Thee is lost; 

Whatarea thousand worlds compared with Thee! 
And what am I then? Heaven’s unnumbered host 

Though multiplied by myrials, and arrayed 
In all the glory of sublimest thought,

Is but an atom in the balance weighed 
Against Thy greatness—is a cypher brought 
Against infinity I What am I ? Naught!

Nothing ! But th’ effluence of Thy light divine 
Pervading worlds, lias reached my bosom too! 

Yes ! in my spirit does Thy spirit shine,
As shines the sunshine in the drop of dew. 

Naught! But I live, and on Hope’s pinions fly 
Eager toward Thy presence! for in Thee 

I live and breathe and dwell aspiring high,
Even to the throne of J hy Divinity.
Iam, 0  God, and surely Thou must be.

Thou art! Directing, guiding all, Thou art!
Direct my understanding then to Thee ! 

Control my spirit, guide my wand’ring heart.

Though but an atom ’midst immensity,
Still I am something fashioned by Thy hand !

I hold a middle rank ’twixt heaven and earth, 
On the last verge of mortal beinu stand, [birth, 

Close to tbe realms, where angels have their 
Just off the boundaries of tho spiritland.

• B y  G abrie l Rom anovitch D e rzh a v in , the R u ss ia n  
Poet-Statesm an ; who died in  1816. T h is  ode was t ra n s ­
lated in to  every language on the globe; i t  i s  sa id  to be 
inscribe d in  golden le tte rs  on w h ite  sa tin  iu  the Im p e r­
ia l Palace o f China and in  the great temple o f Yeddo 
Japan; i t s  tra n s la t io n  in to  the E n g lis h  language i s  the 
w o rk  o f the i l lu s t r io u s  scho la r, S i r  John B o r in g .

W H Y  I BECAM E A SP IR IT U A L IS T .
B Y  B .  O J .

( C o p y r i g h t  S e c u r e d . )

C h a p t e r  x i i i .

As I have stated in a former chapter, I 
had been educated from my earliest youth 
in the strictest orthodox faith, which fifty 
years ago was as a straight jacket to a loose 
gown now.

I was taught lo believe that we had no 
right even “  to think our own thoughts,”  
and that everything natural or physical 
had been cursed, because Adam had sinned 
in the garden o f  E den ; and that, conse­
quently, “ man’s tendencies were as natur­
ally evil, as the sparks are to fly upward ; ”  
that all our passions, tastes and aspira­
tions were evil, except perhaps when we 
were saying tho L ord ’s prayer or  the 
“  shorter catechism”  if we managed to 
think o f  them and nothing else while say­
ing them. And when I  began to be awak­
ened by spiritual light, and had thrown 
away dogma after dogma, I  still clung to 
the idea that asceticism was the on ly  mode 
o f  life acceptable to God, and that all tbe 
tastes, all the passions o f  our nature should 
be ignored as sinful and distasteful to God, 

W hile I was wrestling with this prob­
lem, and endeavoring to carry it out as 
best I could, even to the extent o f  what I 
“ should and should not eat, and drink 
and not drink,”  i f  at all, I received a com­
munication from Friend William Penn on 
the subject, which I will transcribe here, 
with the date, July 12,1862, at which time 
it was received. And while it was years 
ago now, 1 find it is still good logic, and 
common sense, and such as 1 should think 
a beneficent God would intend and plan 
for man, for if tbe things o f earth are not 
for man’s use, what are thoy for? But I 
will let the communication speak for it­
self—  Friend Penn had communitated 
with me before, but I prefer to give this 
one to the public in preference to the 
others, as they were more o f a personal 
nature. H e said : —

“  F r ie n d  : Thee is revolving in thy mind 
what thee should do to make thee the ,

most acceptable to G od ; how thee could 
become a “ jDerfect man.”  (That was what 
1 had been thinking of and aiming at.') Now, 
with thy limited ideas, thee would say 
that the man that practices self mortifica­
tion, self denial, tho most is the most per 
feet man ; but that is not the true stan­
dard by which to measure man, as he was 
designed by his Creator. Man was intended 
for a much higher destiny, and a much 
more useful life, than to secrete himself 
in somo lonely coll, and crush the natural 
tastes o f  his body and soul. It was never 
intended by the all wise Creator, that man 
should ignore the life that now is; but, 
that he should live it out naturally, tak­
ing on and throwing off through all the 
different functions the changes and devel­
opments o f  his being.

“ But thee will say, how can a man do 
that,and not do w rong? V erily ,from  thy 
standpoint he cannot; but the All Wise 
has a higher, a better, standard and pur­
pose for man than thee have yet compre­
hended. Man is a triune being,— physi­
cal, intellectual and spiritual, and must 
come up through all these naturally in 
order to be a perfect man, or spirit. Man 
has come up through all the grades o f ani­
mal life from the lower to the higher, 
until he has arrived at what he is to -d a j '; 
and while some have taken on the intel­
lectual to a considerable extent very few 
havo awakened to the truly spiritual. It 
is a greatly mistaken idea that all men 
are alike, or should be judged alike, for 
their pronatal conditions are often very 
different. Some are born into the world 
almost purely on the animal plane, with­
out one aspiration for spirituality, or even 
intellectuality; while others from their 
mother’s womb inherit a refined spiritual 
nature that is constantly aspiring to tho 
higher. Nevertheless, all will ultimately 
become awakened to the higher; for it is 
a part o f  G od’s law and tho destiny o f  the 
whole human race, to devolopo from the 
lower to tho higher.

“ N ow  then, if that be the eternal law o f 
God, which we know it is, how could thee 
develope by tho law o f  experience, from 
the lower to the higher, if  thee shut thy­
self up in some monastary or cell, and re­
fused to learn o f the laws o f God, through 
nature and the experiences ofthe life that 
now is; how would thee be prepared 
for a higher condition o f  life beyond, and 
what does thee think thee was sent here 
for ? Thee must discard the idea that our 
heavenly Father “  cursed the earth for 
man’s sake,”  and that tho earth and all
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that is in it fell from a high estate to a 
lower. Ah, no. Our Heavenly Father 
makes no mistakes,— All things progress 
from a lower to a higher. This is immuta­
ble law, and the on ly  way that the pres­
ent undeveloped state o f  things can be 
reconciled with a beneficent God, who 
has the ultimate destiny and happiness o f 
all his creatures in his keeping.

“  This planet, like many others, is w ork ­
ing off, through the law o f development 
and refinement, ono crude condition after 
another and every thing is working in 
harmony to that end.

“ Thu earthquake and cyclone are only 
instruments in the hands o f  Father God 
and mother nature for the development and 
better adjustment, by her refining forces; 
and if  thee could look back as we can, and 
see when it was hardly fit for the habita­
tion o f  man, owing to its crude and vol 
canic condition, thee would see the force 
o f  what I am saying.

“ And while thee would cry out against 
these convulsions in nature, and even in 
man, and all animated things, still, they 
are meroly in the aggregate carrying out 
a law o f the development and refinement 
o f the planet, and when once thrown off, 
or having passed through the refiner’s fire, 
or crucible o f  nature, they are that much 
nearer a state o f  higher development 
and perfection.

“ Man, in his present state, on theearth 
plane, is to us like a child in the cradle; 
has groat possibilities, great capabilities, 
though all unknown to himself. The 
spirit o f  man, the spark o fth e  D eity, has 
been placed in contact with materiality 
for individualization, experience and de­
velopment, the result o f  which will far 
transcond his highest imagination, and 
only as he becomes fitted for a higher, 
will his vision be opened to see the grand 
destiny that has been prepared for him. 
Hut man must be true to himself; he can­
not sow taros and expect to reap wheat; 
if ho sows tho wind he must expect to reap 
the whirlwind. Thoro is placed within 
himself, within his breast, a monster for 
good or evil, and while all is good in de­
gree, still,—

‘ M a n  m a y  u s e ,  v v it l i  w is d o m  u s e ,

Yet ne’er the g if ts  of God abuse.1

“  All things are for man’s use; every 
taste and every passion is God given, but 
not to bo abused. Man must learn t i  
know the difference between liberty and 
license. The men or women who shut 
themselves up in some closet, away from 
the trials and experiences o f  every day 
life, thinking by this means to please the

All Father, will find, that they are like the 
“ foolish virgins”  who failed to have their 
lamps trimmed and burning, but were 
asleep; and have in their anxiety to save 
themselves not woven by good and unsel­
fish deeds, their wedding garments, and 
like the virgins they will find the door 
closed on them till they have learned 
the experiences o f  each sphere are neces­
sary to a fitness and entrance to a higher, 
and that it is better even to make mis­
takes and rectify them through rcpont- 
ance and good works, than to do as the 
one who “ hid the talent,”  and then brought 
it without usury or gain and said, “ here, 
Lord, take it that is thine.”  That servant 
was and will be condem ned; for there are 
no laggards in the kingdom o f  heaven. A ll 
are engaged in good works.

“  Ah, friend, passion is the motive power 
o f the world, o f  the universe. All that 
we see vitalized, is the result o f  what we 
call passion. The base o f the brain o f man 
is the seat o f  power, is tho incentive to 
action, and without that everything would 
be aimless, fruitless, objectless. L ook  out 
upon all animated nature, and learn the 
result o f  passion. Seek not then to de­
stroy or change the order o f nature; for 
it is good, it is perfect. It is not the thing 
itself, but tho abuses o f  it, that degrade the 
man and woman.

“ Man was made to stand erect with his 
brain as the crowning glory, to govern 
him in all his actions, and to guide with 
wisdom all his appetites. A n d ju stso fa r  
as he fails to be so governed, he fails to 
come up to the type o f  manhood that his 
Creator intended he should, and what he 
will be through the law o f development 
from the physical into tho intellectual 
and spiritual. And these inharmonies, 
these crimes, as we call them, are merely 
the imperfections incident to the crude 
or undeveloped condition o f  the human 
family to-day.

“  Could thee look back, and forward, as 
we can w ho have been long in this world 
o f  causes, thee would see from what depths 
o f  crudeness, o f  degradation as thee would 
call it, man has come up ; and on the other 
hand, to what heights the spirit o f  man 
is capable o f  ascending, thee would be sat­
isfied with the order o f creation, fo r  thee 
must know, that to be a higher, there must 
be a starting point below that progressed 
to, and it is in view o f that progress, that 
development, that the angels sing their 
sweetest songs, and perform their most ar­
duous labors, with alacrity and jo y .

“  Fear not, tho all-wise Father has made

no mistakes. Thou, with thy shortsighted 
ideas would cramp, would deny, humanity 
a certain amount o f what might be called 
free will, and by that means curtail the de­
velopment, the rounding out, o f  the soul 
and spirit o f man ; God’s purposes are all 
wise, beneficent, and good, and will ultimate 
in the uplifting, the unfoldment, the per­
fection, o f  every human soul. The more 
we who have by the law o f progress and 
development been permitted to look higher 
and farther into the wonderful workings 
o f  the divine mind, the more are we lost 
in wonder at the grandeur, the beauty, 
the sublimity o f  the order o f  creation, as 
manifested in the universe o f God,— even 
to the limited extent we have developed 
to see, and understand it, even to our lim­
ited vision, perfect harmony prevails 
throughout all space, and while integra­
tion, and disintegration alike take place, 
still both are governed by, and are acting 
out a law that is divine in its purpose, and 
ultimate and cannot fail to glorify the 
great Creator, and redound to the good 
o f  all created things.”

At the time I  received the above com ­
munication, I confess I had not developed 
to that condition o f  mind to understand 
or receive it ; but as time wore on, and I 
read it from time to time, I began to see 
the wisdom in all that was said in it, for 
the Old Testament theory, that the devil, 
or satan, had anything to do with shaping 
the destiny o f  this world had long e x ­
ploded with me. That two powers, antag­
onistic in their native, one being supreme 
in power, could co-exist I felt to be a delu­
sion and a snare; consequently, I had to 
look elsewhere for a solution to the inhar­
mony that I saw existing all around me, 
and it is on ly by the law o f  growth and 
development from a lower to a higher 
that the present state o f things can bo 
reconciled with the existence o f an omni- 
cient, and omnipresent God.

I leave this message with a discerning 
public, only asking that they give it care­
ful consideration, as it takes an entirely 
different view o f tho nature and tendencies 
o f man froni that hold by both orthodox, 
and catholic churches, yet bears tho stamp 
o f  harm ony and truth.

(To  be Continued.)

SPIRITUALISM.
B Y  M R S. S . E .  C A LD W E LL .

C H A P T E R  V .

W e learn through spirits, that life is forever 
upward and onward; that the transition from 
life to so-called death, will find us neither 
demons nor angels, more than we were iu 
this sphere, but that we will find ourselves 
face to face, not with a personal God, as we 
have been taught to expect, but with ourselves, 
with conscience, the only “  bar of God ”  yet 
known. It will tell you all you have done, 
all you have left undone; it will weigh you,
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tell you your real value, and you will measure 
out to yourself that which is meant for you to 
have; you cannot go under, you cannot go 
over, tho law is immutable. This mode of 
“ judgment” will not stand the test of a Calvin- 
istie crucible, but is eminently satisfying to 
all progressive minds, and all who have not 
violated conscience to such an extent as to 
tremble at the prospect of being unveiled be­
fore the “ All-seeing eye,”  though that eye bo 
their own. Let all such look over their record 
here, and render unto God that which belongs 
to God, which is reformation, and an entire 
new life, journeying away from the old till it 
is lost in the distance, and lost to memory, 
then will they be absolved, and not before. 
“ Men love darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil.”

To many, tha signs of tho times a'e perilous. 
They fear the light that is coming to reveal, not 
only to themselves, what they aro, but to others. 
They cover th. ir works as with a blanket, hop­
ing no eye may see, no ear may hear, but the 
smoke of their evil a;eends, creating a stench in 
the nostrils of the pure angels, who weep in sor­
row over man’s misdeeds, and the wrongs inflicted 
by them. This is no “ cunningly devised fablo,” 
but a literal truth, proving that we are surrounded 
by “ clouds of witnesses” as messengers from the 
courts above, who would instill int > our minds 
pure desires and a love of good, and they would 
impress us that evil, like poisonous plants sends 
forth poisonous vapors, while good ascends as 
a “ sweet savor” unto God.

Spiritualism teaches us to love G d and man. 
for “ love is the fulfil ling of ihe law.” Many are 
at a loss tc understand how they can love God, a 
being, as they suppose, with human form, and 
feelings like themselves. H iving never seen him, 
how can they love him ? To love God, is to obey 
his laws, do right as far as light is given you, have 
charity— whieh means pity for others in their 
wrong doings, instead of condemnation. *■ Char­
ity covers a multitude of sins,”—not your own 
sins, bur the sins of others. If we have charity 
we have no desire to blazon to the world the 
faults or misdeeds of our neighbor, to the con­
trary, we keep it to ourselves. That is charity 
and if we have that, we have love, and that covers 
the whole ground—love to God and man. We 
love our fellow-creatures as ourselves when we 
desire their good as much as our own ; when we 
see them going astray and falling into want or 
d gradation, and have a sincere desire to lift them 
out of these conditions for the sole purpose ( f do­
ing them good, then are we fulfilling the law. 
Love to God incites in us these desires, and we 
practice them in obedience tc this love.

Spiritualism makes no mystery of the plan of 
salvation. It comes, not with creeds which bind 
the mercy of the Infinite and limit the salvation 
of mankind to a few, but to tell that the way is 
open for all, in the church or out of it ; the road so 
broad, it cannot be blocked ; its light so pure, i 
cannot mislead ; its teachings so plain, that “ he 
who runs may read ” “  Cease to do evil and
learn to do well,” is the cardinal point, which will, 
if strictly followed, lead to that peace which bears 
witne»s to the “  approving Spirit of God,” and 
conducts to the founts of eternal truth and wisdom 
and to tho bosom of the Infinite, towards which 
all progress tends.

The phenomenal side of Spiritualism is grow­

ing in'o dimensions that may well startle the 
world and challenge the belief of every “ doubt­
ing Thomas” in the land. When a man sees the 
unmistakable lineaments of mother, wifoor child, 
presented for a brief moment, at an aperature 
where si s a medium as much in the dark as to 
the distinguishing features of his family as any 
stranger ihere, he is compelled to cry out. “ Lord, 
I believe.” When a father sees the face of his 
long departed son, and is greeted in well remem­
bered tines and words of endearment, he, in 
tearful joy and thankfulness, also exclaims. “ 7 
believe.”  Instances are multiplying daily of spirits 
having as much the appearance of real life as 
they had when in the body, showing themselves 
[under favorable conditions] to those assembled 
for the purpose of witnessing these astounding 
manifestations and to test the honesty of the me­
dium, who is, as often as otherwise, a young girl 
or boy wholly incapable of projecting a fraud of 
any kind, least of all one of this nature.

LIGrHT IN THE WEST.

W H IS K Y  D ll) IT.
All tho suicides are not included in those 

who deliberately cut their throat, or blow 
their brains out with a pistol. O, n o ; there 
are many ways not recognized in the 
world as suicidal, that are just as much so 
as those above named. And they are 
much more disastrous in thoir results, f-ora 
the fact that they are slower, and take the 
unfortunate through a series o f  lingering 
agonies, not only the person themselves, 
but to all connected with them, and often 
long years before their horrible taking off 
seem to lose every spark o f  manhood, o f  
humanity and treat those they had sworn 
to “  love and protsct”  in the most cruel, 
inhuman manner, often ending by taking 
their lives. Need we say that whisky 
does all this and more?

JD ) we need to be told that whisky, and 
its kindred spirits, cause moro death, more 
desolation o f the home and hearth, than 
all the other ills o f life besides ?

It tills our asylums, our poor houses, 
our work houses, and hospitals with broken 
down inebriates; and their children go to 
the houses o f refuge, to be taken care o f 
by the city, county, or state; and yet we 
countenance all this, even encourage, by 
licencing it,and thus legalizing crim e; for 
if it be not a crime to destroy the happi­
ness, and even tho life o f a man, by tempting 
him to become a drunkard, then what is ?

Trace out the cause o f nine tenths of the 
crime committed in the land, and we will 
find, “  Whisky did it.”  I f  the baneful 
effects ended here we might put up with it, 
in hopes o f a better state o f things beyond 
the grave; but o f the spirit world we may 
well pay, “ Hark from the tomb, a doleful 
sound,”  for they say the drunkard here, 
wakes up a drunkard there, and that it often

takes long years to got them out o f it. For 
be it known, drunkenness is indulged in 
there as woll as here, and while they do not 
imbibe, as we do, the raw whiskey, they do 
inhale its fumes, which affect them in just 
tho same way, that tho raw material does 
those in eaith life.

This may, and will be scouted at by the 
church member, who thinks thore are but 
two places, heaven and hell, where de­
parted spirits go. But we are informed by 
spirits o f all grades, that there are all 
grades, all conditions o f development or 
undevelopment o f spirits, just as thero are 
all grades here. And except when the 
higher and more developed spirits choose to 
withdraw thcmsolves from tho masses, they 
can often be seen side by side! And yet 
the different conditions o f  mind may bo 
such that one may be in a hell o f  the mind, 
which is all the hell there is, and that will 
be found to be quite enough, to make the 
self murderer tho destroyer o f his own, and 
the happiness o f others, cry out in tho 
agony o f his soul for the “ rocks and the 
mountains to fall upon him,” to hide him 
from himself.

Oh, whiskey, thou foul fiend ! Alas, that 
the ingenuity o f man should have been put 
to so base a use; that m m  should be so 
short sighted as to pour down his throat 
that which steals away his brains, and 
transforms him into a very demon, a very 
fiend; and yet the world passes by on tho 
other side, and seem not to notice its bane­
ful effects. O, man, ye have much to 
answer for to your fellow man. Know ye 
not that humanity are all launchod in the 
same ship, and that one cannot suffer with­
out the other feeling its effects ? Humanity 
is like the different parts o f one body. 
Wound any member, and all tho others 
sympathize with it; and it is the same with 
the whole human family : injure or destroy 
one o f them, and all the other members feel 
the shock, though perhaps not recognized 
by those living on the animal plane. But 
the spirit world sees it and feels it most 
acutely, and is warning humanity o f  its 
baneful effects every day.

“  Cry aloud and spare not,”  Oh, humani­
tarian ! “ speak out, O, minister in the pul­
pit!” let go your dogmas of the trinity, 
that for eighteen hundred years have been 
trying to redeem humanity but have failed ; 
try the “ religion c f  humanity,” and see if 
you cannot persuade man to save himself. 
Preach man up as a spark o f the divinity 
o f God and not down as an ally o f the devil. 
Tell him that he can save himself if he will, 
and not that “ o f  himself, he can do noth­
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in g ;” for just as sure as you teach them 
that, they will do nothing toward* their own 
redemption from the sins o f ignorancc and 
animal life.

Woe to tho man who lives exclusively 
on the animal plane, for he will find there 
is no place for it or him in the spiritual 
world. H isplace will be down on the earth 
plane groveling among the things o f eaith, 
that he should have out grown while here, 
and taken on a higher, spiritual nature 
that would have carried him beyond the 
confines o f earth. But not having done so, 
he must grovel 0 1 1 , in tho earth sphere, 
uutil he learns to appreciate the higher, 
and reaches ont by elevated thoughts and 
good works, saving and elevating his fel­
low man instead o f destroying him ; and 
only then will he be fit to enter the higher 
spheres, and dwell, and associate with those 
who aro pure and unselfish, and who are 
working for the elevation o f tho whole 
human race. O whataglorious work is this, 
and yet, alas, how few enter upon it. Truly, 
“  the harvest is large, but the laborers are 
few .”  B.

P A N O R A M I C  V I E W .

To the Editor o f  the Light in the West:
Is it wise to criticise ? I f  motives and 

intentions are right, so that criticisms may 
be given in the proper spirit, then we 
should say, yes.

In tho last two numbers o f your L ig-h t , 
protests in the way o f criticisms have been 
made with reference to professional med­
iums becoming members o f an organiza­
tion now being perfected. I  do not wish 
to defend the position not to admit pro­
fessional mediums, but believe our critics 
do not know what they are talking about. 
One attack is directly on the chairman, 
who is portrayed as anything but a Spir­
itualist. The chairman is not responsible 
for the action o f others. His duty is to 
preside, and not to father all isms advanced 
by various individuals. The term, ' ‘ pro­
fessional medium”  as used in tho prelim­
inary meeting, refers to a c’ ass who join 
the organization for personal mercenary 
motives. Persona who doubtless have 
modiumistic powers, whose controls are 
on the same plane as the medium, and 
have no higher motive than personal ag­
grandizement. The term is too sweeping 
we admit, and is construed to embrace all 
mediums when such are not the intentions 
o f any one. A ll admit that we must have 
mediums and professional ones may be 
employed, while some contend there is 
enough talent among our private mediums

who may or may not become members, to 
give lectures, tests and otherwise meet the 
requirements o f  the society. This brief 
answer will suffice and we will try our 
hand at criticisms. Perhaps it would be 
better to say the panoramic view (as seen 
throngh our lens) o f  articles that weekly 
appear in your L i g h t . W e are aware that 
two persons viewing any object will give 
different interpretations o f what they 
have seen; hence our view will not always 
be that o f others.

“  W hy I  Became a Spiritualist,”  is No. 1 
— I see no chance for improvement. Then 
,£ Shadows,”  the cognomen o f  John Weth- 
erbee, and those from Warren Chase, and 
articles signed B. may bo ranked in the 
same class, have the same ring and their 
precepts w orthy o f  practice. Tho same 
may be said by many o f “  Justitia;”  but 
to me before I get half through I  hear 
the old orthodox sermons o f fifty years 
ago, upon repentance, faith, falling from 
grace, etc., ringing in m y ears md I call a 
halt for something more pleasant. It is 
perhaps a class o f  reading that suit those 
who find their old church doctrines re­
vamped and a good excuse for such to 
edge their way into the spiritualistic church.

Parts o f  J. Cuningham’s conglom era­
tion I have read and re-read, and the only 
point I  find is an attack on Light for Think­
ers and southern Spiritualists in general 
f  or being too materialistic. While you, 
Mr. Editor, agree with that author that 
the production emanates from a high 
source, I  only add that it is a little too 
high. Obtuse minds are not expected to 
soar that high. Take the following sen­
tence : “  Man knows more o f his soul na­
ture than he does o f his body.”  The sen­
tence following may be evidence to some, 
but to us it looks like a “  spontaneous”  
expression without evidence. I f  we know 
so much about the spirit, why so much 
discussion about whether it is sublimated 
matter or something else. 1 have tried 
the second article, but am as badly at sea 
as to what the writer is driving at as I 
was in the first. I know I shall be par­
doned for my obtusoness and I  often w on­
der if there are many others equally as 
obtuse. M. S. B.

Truth Seeker: He is a priest, aud on Fri­
day he had been giving his congregation a 
rasping gallop over the mortification and flesh 
course. Arrived at home, hungry as a wolf, he 
rang the bell for luncheon, and anon the new 
servant made her appearance, and weighed in 
with a small plate of bread and butter, and 
two hard boiled eggs. “  Why, how now,

Bridget,”  inquired the holy man, “ is this a 
fitting meal to set before your master?” “ If 
you please sir,” saidthe girl, “ I  was in the 
chapel this morning and heard your sermon, 
and oh! it was beautiful, and you told us 
how we ought to starve ourselves on Friday, 
and— ”  “ Bridget,”  interrupted her master, 
“ Did you ever go to a dancing party?”  “ Yes, 
your reverence.”  “ And yon have observed the 
guests figuring on the floor, whilst up above 
sit the orchestra who play the music for the 
others to dance to?”  “ Yes, your reverence.”  
“  Very well, then, Bridget, recollect in the 
future that I am the orchestra.”

COMMON PRO PERTY.
To the Editor o f  the LAght m the West:

With your permission, I  wish to answer, 
in your columns, the following question 
whioh you  propounded in your last issue 
in your article on the Shalam colony :

“ It has often been demonstrated that a sm all 
colony having all things in common falls to 
pieces. W h a t wc uld a whole nation do, attempt­
ing the same thin g?”

I claim that your premises is wrong 
and therefore your question irrelevant. 
The Shalam-colony, like most other col­
onies or communities, which are supposed 
to have had all things in common do not 
have a common property. It has come 
to light that bui one person, Mr. H ow ­
land, o f  Boston, owned all its property, 
it not yet having been equitably and le­
gally invested in the names o f trustees. 
But even if it had been turned over to 
trustees, I claim that property cannot 
really be common unless its control, as 
well as its use is also common, and there­
fore as long as Dr. Newbrough or any 
other chief should have the power to con­
trol it entirely in accordance with his own 
pleasure, instead o f its being controlled 
by the majority vote o f  the members, it 
would be private property to the chief in­
stead o f common property to the members.

Another point which has rendered the 
property o f many such attempts private 
instead o f common, is, that they have, 
almost without exception, had some pro­
vision for the return o f investments upon 
the withdrawal o f membership, thus re­
ducing and encumbering the property so 
as to disable the remaining members from 
holding it. Bat if you will look at the 
many old communities, both Protestant 
and Catholic, in which their property is 
made really common by being perma­
nently invested, you will find that but few 
or none o f them have fallen to pieces; and 
if they should dissolve it would simply be 
a violation o f the principle o f keeping 
their property common.

And so I say that i f  the propeity o f a 
whole nation was held in common it would 
take a bigger secession movement than
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Calhoun or Jeff. Davis ever dreamed o f  
to tear it to pieces. In fact it was just 
this one idea o f  a common domain, in 
keeping within the bounds o f  our Union 
all the territory we have acquired, that 
inspired our people with the desire to 
maintain our Government against the 
Southern Confederacy, rather than as to 
the abolition o f  chattel slavery.

I  would like to add that it is the con ­
flicting interest o f  private j»roperty against 
the public welfare that now endangers the 
continuance o f  our republican form o f  
governm ent more than anything else.

A . L o n g l e y . /

CLINTON CAMP M EETING. /

C l in t o n , I o w a , A u g u s t  15.— The past week 
has been an intellectual feast for our friends 
in camp. W e have been treated to sederal 
good lectures by Mrs. Severance, ancl on 
Thursday afternoon Bro. A . 15. French deliv­
ered a very tine discourse on the Lift! of 
William Denton. \

Elder Short of the Mormon church frqan 
Millersburg, 111., delivered a lecture in whiofc 
he endeavored to prove that Joe Smith pre-v 
dieted spiritual phenomena, long before Spir­
itualism was thought o f ; that the Spiritualists 
had stolen their thunder from t he Smith Bible; 
and that, consequently, there should be a 
strong bond of union between Spiritualists and 
the Mormons. He made several good points 
to sustain his argument, and on Wednesday 
morning Moses Hull replied, and to make a 
long story short, a Mormon elder was never 
so thoroughly whipped as was Elder Short, 
and he has come lo the conclusion that Spirit­
ualists have the argument all on their side and 
that in their ranks Mormonism can find no 
converts; so the Elder has hied himself to 
pastures new .

Cottage dedications have been in order 
this week. Among those dedicated were Dr. 
O. G. AV. ifdams, Mr. Roberts, and on Sat­
urday evening the Camp surprised the family 
of our superintendent, 'Mr. A. II. Jackson, 
taking possession of his cottage and dedicating 
it. He and his good wife and daughter have 
learned that we have all appreciated their ef­
forts to make things pleasant for the campers. 
W e have had dancing, mediums’ meetings 
and concerts this week, so that campers have 
enjoyed themselves hugely. The only draw 
back has been a lack of visitors; mediums are 
doing but little; the meetings have not been 
advertised properly and facilities by boat and 
rail though ample, the fares are not low enough 
to attract excursionists or campers. W hat is 
wanted here is the co-operation of Ry. and 
steamboat lines and crowds can be attracted. 
The subject has been thoroughly sifted this 
week, and next year there is no doubt that 
better arrangements as to fares, etc., will be 
made, insuring a larger attendance.

On Sunday, Aug. 15 the Timber City band

had an excursion from Maquoketa numbering 
about 200, but the weather was unfortunately 
very stormy; still they enjoyed themselves. 
In the morning Mattie Hull delivered a good 
lecture followed by A. B. French in the after­
noon ; in the evening Mrs. Severance gave an 
able discourse, and it is safe to say that the 
excursionists went home with their thinking 
caps in full operation. A  new cottage is being 
erected on the vidro; a number of new arrivals 
have been registered, and the remaining weeks 
will no tirfubt be more interesting. E. C. R.

W E T 11 MEETING OF SP IR IT U A L IS T ^

' The meeting camo to order with Mr, 
Fay in the chair and Mr. Thomnson secre­
tary. The articles o f the constitution and 
by-laws as reported by the committee were 
taken up for adoption seriatim. The 
First Sfiiritualistic Association o f  St. Louis 
was choson as the name.

Tho portion o f  the article excluding 
public mediums was stricken out and an­
other one adopted, restricting their priv­
ileges to that o f  any other member, ex ­
right to vote.

As it became late before half the report 
was adopted and tho evening exceed­
ingly warm, a m otion was agreed to, ad­
journing until next Monday evening, Aug. 
23r4at 7.30 p. m., at which m eeting the 
adopftpn o f  the articles and rules is to be 
flnishoff^nd the organization completed.

SPECIAL OFF’EK-TQ SUBSCRIBERS FOR 
LIGHT IN  TH E W,EST.

All those who are now subscribers e'iln Have 
their subscription renewed for ono year after the 
end of their present time by sending one dollar 
for themselves and one dollar for a new sub­
scriber, provided thoy send in both at ono time 
and before September First. Thoso who have 
only six months yet to run please to notice this.

BOOK AND OTHER N OTICES,

COMMUNICATIONS.

W e h ave certainly said often enough to be 
understood that the authors of articles intended 
for the paper must give their names and ad­
dresses in writing before such can even receive 
consideration, no matter how worthy they may 
be. There is so much offered— for which we 
are truly thankful— that from it we must 
make selections To-day the paper receives 
very kind and to us flattering communication 
from an unknown spirit friend, to which we 
can only say thanks with heartfelt gratitude.

The 2nd. annual grove meeting of the Clack­
amas County Religious Society of Spiritualists, 
W m . Phillips, Pres., Thomas Buchanan Sec’y, 
will beheld at their grounds, New Era, Clack­
amas Co., Oregon, from Friday, Sept. 17th. 
to the 26th. inclusive. Geo P. Colby, mission­
ary at large from the state of Florida, and Col.

C. A. Reed of Portland are engaged as perma­
nent speakers. Col. Reed will give the open­
ing address at two P. M. on the 17th. Mr. 
Colby is engaged to speak at two o’clock in tho 
afternoon on the 18th. and 19th, 21st, and23rd, 
and on the 25th. and 26th. Other arrangments 
including reduction on Ry. fare to attend the 
meeting, will be made in time.

TriE  B o ok  o f  A lg o o n a h  has b een  re ce iv e d  from  
M r. C . F . N ew co m b , throusrh w hom  it  w as w ritten  
and by him  p u b lish ed . It has 353 pages, p r ice  $1.50, 
well prin ted  and bound  in  c lo th , and cou ld  be  im ­
prov ed  by  In d e x in g  and g iv in g  m odern  ntimes to 
to  the cou n tries  w h ere these p eop le  cam e from , and 
w h ere  they traveled . It is c la im ed  as ‘ •Inspira­
t io n a l”  and was d ictated  b y  A lgoon ah . the k in g  
o f  these p eop le . A s  a novel it w ou ld  b e  very  in te r ­
esting  aud i f  tru e it is in ten se ly  so , anu m en o f  
s cien ce  and antiquarians w ill And it  o f  g rea t  in ­
terest. In a m odern  sense and using  m odern  nam es 
vie find these p eop le  or ig in ated  on the coast o f  
A sia  M inor; b e co m in g  shepherds th e y  g o  in to  the 
m ounta inous cou n try  o f  A fghan istan  and establish 
a nation th ere . A fte r  m any ages th ey  are d riven  
ou t o f  th e ir  cou n try  b y  the A ssyrians, a portion  o f  
them  g o in g  tow ard  the sea w h ere  th ey  bu ild  the 
c ity  o f Salem , a fterw ard  ca lled  Jerusa lem  T h e  
m ain part o f  the nation  w ith  th e ir  Hocks and herds 
travel throu gh  India , then  cross in g  the m ounta ins 
in to  C hina they pass th rou gh  C hina to  the coast. 
T h e  K in g  o f  C hina  g iv es  them  the n ow  Japan 
Isla n d s ; from  here  th ey  send ou t  three  sh ips to e x ­
plore : s tr ik in g  the B eh rin g  cu rrent th ey  land on 
the Y u k o n  coast then g o  south to  the C aliforn ia  
toast: lea v in g  th e ir  sh ips th e y  cross  the Itocky 
M ou ntains and ex p lo re  the M issouri and M issis­
sipp i riv ers . A fte r  th is they return to th e ir  K ing 
and rep ort  th e ir  d iscovories  tak ing p rod u cts  o f  tho 
soil w ith  th em . T h e y  finally arrive  sale y on the 
P ie it ic  w ith  th eir  fam ilies and substance and nam e 
this the land o f  M ezzin a ra th , i. e ,, a land w h ere  
w a jrest. T h is  book  g iv es  the in cid en ts  o f their 
tnarels, the death o f  th e ir  first K in g  K a iah . A l- 
goanali su cceed s  him  as K in g . H e re ign s  abou t (ij 
y e w s  iu the C ity  o f  A lg oon a h  n o w  the c ity  o f  St. 
L op is . P ro v in ce s  w e re  estab lished  in O h io , M iss., 
FliS ’id a , Io w a , C aliforn ia , M e x ico  e tc . T h ese  peo- 
p lesw ere p u re ly  an A gricu ltu ra l ra ce , and a cco rd ­
in g  to  this b ook  a very  w ise  one, b e in g  o f  the 
P J friarch ia l a ge , and they cam e here  a b ou t the 
sa n e  tim e A brah am  w ent to J eru sa lem . T h e  book  
is h istor ica l, n ot r e lig io u s . T h e  p oem  o f  H od iah  

ron  the creation  is  w ell w r itten . T h e  th ird  ru ler 
gran dson  o f  Algoonah had the d iv id in g  o f  nations 
in his hands thus p e o p lin g  E u rop e  from  this laud 
m ak ing th is the old  instead o l the new  w or ld . I t  
w ill  pay to read  it, it  Is in terestin g  and o f  m ore  
than ord in a ry  m erit. M r. N ew co m b  tells us that 
the B ook  ol K in ar ( that w ill fo l lo w  th is )  proves 
that w e  are d escen d en ts  o f  these p e o 'ile  and that 
the in fluence  o f  that o ld  nation has m ou ld ed  our 
ow n  and w o fo llo w  them  close ly  in m any th iiigs.

W e have m ade arrangem ents w ith  the p u b lish er 
o f  the B ook  o f  A lg o o n a h  ”  to  fu rn ish  o u r  readers 
w ith  the book  at $1.00 p ost p a id , o r  fo r  $1.75 w e 
w ill g iv e  the b o o k  and one y e a r ’ s su b scr ip tion  to 
L ig h t  in  t h e  W e s t .  T h is  w ill h o ld  g o o d  o n ly  , 
un til O c to b e r  lirst.

SHEET MUSIC.
P ro f. C . L on g ley , voca lis t  and com p oser , w ill 

tend  Inspirational .Sheet M u sic at 25 cen ts each to 
any ad d ress. H e  is the com p oser o f  O v er the K iv cr  
and oth er  popu lar m e lo d ie s . Among oth ers  now 
oftered  there  are G a th erin g  F lo w e rs  in H eaven , 
b y  L o n g fe llo w , set to m u s ic ;  T h e  G old en  G ates 
are L e ft  Ajar ,• W e ’ ll M eet Again in the  M orn ing  
L and ; T h e  O ld .Man’ s S p ir it W e lc o m e , e tc . A list 
m ay be  had by ad d ress in g  C. P. L o n g le y , 45Iiu lluna 
P la ce , B oston , M ass.

In  the •* P h re n o lo g ica l .Journal ”  and S cien ce  o f  
H ealth , for A u gu st , “ T h e  L ady o l  the W h ite  
H o u se ,”  w ith  p ortra it, is the leading su b ject, 

K oger W illia m s,”  “  F am iliar talks N o. 8 ,”  “  The 
B earin g  o f  P h y s io lo g y  oi. In san ity ,”  “  L i fe ,”  a 
q uaint poem  illu stra ted , “  L u d w ig , o f  B ava ria ,”  
“  T h e  C hristian  C h u rch , its H istory  and D iv is ­
ion s ,”  trea ting  o f t h e  U nitarian  b ra n ch , “ A  Strange 
A d v e n tu r e ,”  “  H yp n otism  as a cu ra tive  A g » n t ,”  
“ B urn s and Scalds "  are valuable and in stru ctive . 
E d itoria lly , “ L atent F a cu lt ies ,”  “  T h e  C risis in  
G reat B r ita in .”  “ T h e  to o  freq u en t P is to l”  and
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other matters are vigorously handled. T h is  jo u r ­
nal always sets a talde o f  seasonable as well as 
w holosom e and hygien ic food before  Its patrons 
that they relish and thrive on $2 00 pel year. 
P ub . by B ow ler and W ells C o . ,75:! B r’ d w ’ y , N. V .

SPECIAL NOTICES.
Again we must refer to terms and say that 

the subscription price will remain until 
S e p te m b e r 1st a t  O ne  D o l l a r

per year in advance but we will not send 
the paper to any person without payment 
in advance unless with a distinct understand­
ing as to terms of payment—$2.00 if not in 
advance and we will not send it longer than the 
time paid for unless requested to do so at the 
above rates. The date with the address on the 
wrapper shows the susbcriber when tl~e time paid 
for is to expire.

SP EC IM EN  CO PIES.
We will send a specimen copy to any one and 

will take it as a favor to have list* of names with 
addresses sent to us. Any person so receiving 
the paper will please accept it as an invitation to 
send along the dollar and try us a year.

C LU B  R A TE S .
We aro asked about this and here again we 

respond and say that to any one who sends us 
seven dollar's atul fifty cents for ten subscribers 
we will credit that person with one copy free, 
one year, as club agent. There are hundreds of 
circles in which a person with a little effort could 
secure the required number of names in an 
evening. Who will try ? Send us the names you 
want specimen copies sent to and we will help 
you. Now since the paper is to be a weekly, there 
is no paper that offers such inducements and for 
which subscriptions can be had readily.

Prom this time on the paper will be printed so 
as to reach most of our subscribers in the large 
cities by each Saturday morning mail. Any who 
do not get their paper regularly will do us a favor 
by writing us a letter or a postal card at once, 
stating what is wanted.

DIRECTORY COLUMN.
T his colum n will be prom inent and k ept near to 

reading m atter for purpose of m aking it a h e a d y  
r e f e r e n c e  w here persons sun have their Name 
A ddress and short notice o f  business. E;ich 
Card will have space ot one-halt inch uniform ly 
set in small lype with the name only displayed 
lta 'e s  : O ne-half inch inserted one tim e for $150  
s ix  tim es $0 00, 12 times $10 00. one year $1500 
payable m onthly or quarterly in advance.

A ddress or send draft on St. L ou is , N ew  Y ork oi 
Postal N ote, P ost Office order, or Mnall amounts ir 
H egistered  letter.

L i g h t  i s  t h e  W e s t ,
314 Chestnut Street. - - - - - -  St. Louis Mo,

C a m p b e l l ,  R  . A. ■ 418  ̂Olive S t. Teacher an<i 
practitioner of Psychic Healing and Pa lm istry . Ofllce hour;1 
1 to 3 P. M. Consultation free. Correspondence solicited

C o r d i n g l e y ,  G e o . V .  independent Slate W rite r, 
holds daily and nightly seances at h is home, 1G04 Pine S t . ;  
also teaches develloping classes every day and evening.

H o s t e t t e r ,  T h o s .  No. 2126 Olive S t. S t . Lou i 
Mo. Magnetic. Treats diseases with great success, using no 
medicine.—see advertisement in th is  paper.

M c G i i n l l e y . M r s .  M .  L,. M a nd a n.D .T.
Clairvoyant and Business Medium. S ix  questions answered 
fo r $1. L ife  Horoscope sent for $2. satisfaction guaranteed

M e l l o n ,  J o h n  S .  710 Olive s t re e t., S t . Lou is 
has for sale lands in  M issouri, Arkansas and Texas. Also 
agent for the S t. Lou is W ire  Steam Washer

T h a y e r ,  M r s .  M.  B.  323 wesf 34 th st., New 
Yo rk C ity . Seance every Thursday eve. Manifestation of 
flowers. Independant Slate W riting .

T h o m a s , D r .  R.  M.  Cardington, Ohio, Manufac­
tu re r of Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter combined, 
for either sex Prices $10 & $12. See ad. in  th is  paper.

A I I l f  C D T IO R T D Q  orothers.whowish to examine 
H I# ■ ■■II I I l J t i l W  this paper, or obtain estimates 
on advertising space when in Chicago, will find it on file at 
45 to 49 Randolph St., ■ A n n  a  T I l A U I t  
the Advertising Agency of L U H U  fit I H U B I A j t

I f  OR P H Y S I C A L

Send s ix  cts. postage, name, age, sex, leading symptoms 
and receive diagnosis of your case with directions that w ill 
[ead to recovery. M A G N E T I S E D  S I L K  
that has the miraculous power of giving re lie f to painful d is­
orders, sent for 15cts. persheet, 4 for 50cts, 10 for $1.00. 

Address: Dr. FR AN K LIN  WRAY, Andrew, Town,

C. L. H E R R IN G .
M agnetic Physician.

No medication or electricity. H u rs t ’s New Hotel, corner 
Broadway and Chestnut s t . ,  Parlor No. 1.

DR. J. C. PHILLIPS, 

Clairvoyant & Magnetic Healer.
My powers and s k i l l  are well known to the public. 

Correspondence Solicited.
O M RO , W is c o n s in

UN/El’s .  UVT. I E .
2706 INDIANA AVE,

SPIRITUAL READER.
F O R  L A D I E S  A N D  G E N T L E M E N .

Office nours 10 to 4. Take G iavois Road Cars.

H V C i r s .  I ^ S L z n J ^ L t o r i .

For Z,adies and Ge?ils.
Hours from 8 a. m. to 6 p. m.

No. 108 North 13th S . Bet, Chestnut, &. Pine S ts .

THOMAS HOSTETTER,

M A G N E T I C .
N o .  O L I V E  S T R E E T ,

S T .  X iO T J IS , M O
33^ N o  M e d i c i n e  U s e d .

At Home from 7 to 9 a. m. and from 4 to 7 p m.

M a g n e t i s m !
C. T U O K E T T ,  914 L o c u s t S t.

M y M agnetic P ow er over R heum atism , P araly­
sis, N euralgia, Tains in P it o fS tom a cIi, Fem ale 
Complaints and Pains in the Back is w onderfu l. N>' 
m edicines given . Hours, 9 to 12 S lu rp . 1 have the 
highest testim onials in ih e  city . Consultation Irce

J A S .  D U R E L L ,
S P I R I T U A L  R E A D E R  &  M A G N E T I C  H E A L E R .
Chronic di ease4 treated w ithout medicine. Le tte rs of 

inquiry promptly answered. Important changes of life shown 
and how to prevent them.

Office Hours from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m.
1217 Washington Ave., . . .  ST. LOUIS, M0

MAGNETISM?
W  hen ]M e d i c i n e s  P a i l  T r y

MAGNETI C TREATMENT.
I t  is  the life  g iv ing principle. I t  penetrates the nerve 

centers. Equalizes the v ita l forces Removes pain,and 
is  K IN G  over R H E U M A TIS M , N E U R A LG IA , P A R A L­
Y S IS  and a ll nerve diseases.

D r. D eV O E , 1240 F r a n k l in  A ve ., S t .  L o u is .

(K O K H  E X T R A C T E D
Without Pain-

26c each. A ll troubles of the feet treated in  a s k illfu l manner.

Dr. N. Kennison & Son.
A lso  a lady manicure to attend to the Finger N a ils

623J Olive Street, St. Louis.

B e n  M i l l e r ,
Fashionable

H  A T T E F I ,
GLOVES, UMBRELLAS, etc.

005 Franhlin Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

M. G O E T T L E R  and CO.
1 2 6 0  S .  B R O A D W A Y .

KEEPS A  L A R G E  LIN E OF

a t s  ? H a t s !
Established 1863.

Cored Styles at Moderate Prices.

HELPS TO LITERATURE STUDY.
t .  O utline Stud ie s in  Holm es, B ry a n t, W h itt ie r , the ir 

Poems. 32 pages. 10 cents.
2 . O utline Studies in  ihe 1 oetry and Prose o f James

K u sse ll Lo w e ll, 31 pages. 10 cents.
3. Ten Great Novels. Suggestions fo r C lubs and Private

Heading. 23 pages. 10 cents.
4 . Selections from »Kobert B ro w n ing  and others, fo r C h il­

dren, Teachers and Parents. 62 pages. 20 cents.
5. U n ity  C lub s. Suggestions fo r the form ation o f fctudy

Classes in  l  iterature. 21 pages. 6 cents.
The Five Pamphlets, post-paid, 50 cents. A & .lre ss 

C h a h le 8 H . IvE itR  & Co., 176 Dearborn S t. , Chicago.

T T ^ i  "W "  I "  ■  |  To those afflicted w ith th is
J L "  JL, JL. terrib le disease we say,—do
not be discuuraged when your physician says your case is  
incurable. I  guarantee to cure i f  you try  my special treat­
ment. Correspondence Solicited.

M A R Y  DUFF,
CIjA IR D E S C E N T  F*HY8SICIjVN. 

107 N 8th St. - - ST, LOUIS, M 0.

Nature’s own Restorer, Electricity.

Or R . M. Thomas Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter 
combined has restored many invalid* to health and happi­
ness, after the most eminent Physic ians had failed. P ro f. 
A . B. French of Clyde O. says “ your belt has done more 
than you claimed i t  would for me.’ ’ Inva lids should inve sti­
gate th is  wonder of wonders that is  used and endorsed by 
Physicians. Can be worn by either se x ,a specific fo r all kid­
ney disease,rheumatism, female weakness,general debility, 
nervousnfess,and many ailments flesh is  he ir to.Price of Belt 
furnished in  redmorrocco $ 10  white kid $ 1 2 . when ordering 
send size around back and abdomen Send 4cts in stamps, 
nd leading symptoms to Or. R , M. THO M AS, Lock Box 417 

Cardington, Morrow Co., Ohio, and he w ill return you a 
scientific diagnosis, and book of testimonials free.

Painless Dental Rooms.
S. E. Cor. Ninth, and Washington Ave.,

D r .  D.  J A C O B ,  
D r .  I .  R A D O M O K Y
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THE GOLDEN GATE,
A  la rg e  e igh t-p a ge  W e e k ly  P a p e r , “ D e v o te d  

to  the e le v a tio n  o f  hu m a n ity  in  th is  life , a n d  a 
se a rch  fo r  the e v id e n ce s  o f  l ife  b e y o n d .”  J . J. 
O w e n , E d ito r  and  M a n a g e r . M r s . M a t t i e  P . 
O w e n , A ssistan t, San F r a n c is c o , C a l. T e rm s —  
$2.50 p e r  a n n u m . S en d  fo r  sam p le  cop ies .

BlM iiToinjm
T h e  o ld est jou rn a l in  the w o r ld  d e v o te d  to the

S T I 'lili  UA L T J / / L  OSO TB Y.
Issu ed  w e ek ly  at Bosw orth Street (form ­
erly  M ontgom ery Place), B oston, M ass. 

C O L B Y  a n ti  K 1 C H .  
P U B L IS H E R S  &  P R O P R IE T O R S .

Isaac 11. R ich , Hus. Ma’g 'r ,  Luther C olby, Ed’ r, John W . Day, Ass't Ed’ r.
Aided by a large corps of able w rite rs .

T h e  B a n n e r  is a first-class  F a m ily  N ew sp ap er 
o f  e ig h t  p a g e s— c o n ta in in g  f o r t y  c o lu m n  s  o f  
IN T E R E S T IN G  & IN S T R U C T IV E  R EA D IN Q -em bracing 
A L IT E R A R Y  D E P A R TM E N T , R E P O R TS  OF S P IR IT U A L  
le c t u r e s ,  o r ig in a l  E S S A Y S -U p o n  S p ir itu a l,P h il  
oso p h ica l and  S c ie n t ific  S u b je cts , e d i t o r i a l  d e ­
p a r t m e n t ,  S P IR I T —M ESSA G E D E l’A liM E N T , a n d  CON­
T R IB U T IO N S  b y  the m ost ta len ted  w riters  in  the 
w or ld , e tc ., etc.

T e r m s  o f  S u b s c ip t io n ,  i n  A d v a n c e .
Per Year. -  $3 .00
S ix  M onths, -  1.50
3 M onths, -  -  .75

P o s ta g e  F r e e  
A d v e rtise m e n ts  p u b lish ed  at tw e n ty  cen ts  per 

lin e  fo r  the first, and  fifteen  cen ts  per lin e  for  ea ch  
su bsequ en t in se rtio n .

S u b scr ip tio n s  d isc o n t in u e d  at the ex p ira tio n  o f  
the tim e paid fo r .

Specimen copies sent free.
„  c o l b y  i a i c i a :
P u b lish  and  keep fo r  sale at W h o le sa le  and R eta il 
a c o m p le te  sale assortm en t o f  S p ir itu a l, P r o g r e s s ­
iv e , R e fo rm a to ry  and  M isce la n e o u s  B o o k s .

""F ree  Thinker's Magazine.
H. L. GREEN, Editor and P ublisher. 

Published Monthly at Salam anca, N . Y .  
Single Number, 25cts.

S ix  M on th s , $1.00; O n e Y e a r , $2.00.

SPIRITUALISTIC,
T h e  O l i v e  B r a n c h .

A monthly. 20 pages, devoted to the cause 
of Spiritualism and its Philosophy.

t l  OO P er Y ear.
Published by D . Jones,

49 Rutger St. - - - -  Utica, N. Y .

L I G H T  F OR T H I N K E R S .
The Pioneer S p ir itu a l Journal of the South.

A . C. LA D D ,..............................................P u b l i s h e r .
G. W . K A T E S ,  . . . . .  ..........E d i t o r .

A ss iste d  by a large corpse of able w r ite rs .
In te resting  and In struc tive  Beading, embracing the fo l­

lowing features and departments:
Reports of Phenomena; Reports of S p ir itu a l Lectures; 

S p ir it  Messages; Original Essa ys and contributions; C h il­
dren’ s Lyceum News; E d ito ria l Department; Reports of 
Local Society, etc., etc.

T E R M S  O F  S U B S C R I P T I O N .
One copy, one y e a r........................................................$1.50
One copy, s ix  months .............................................................  75
One copy, three mouths............................  . . . . . . . .  4 1
F iv e  copies one year, one address..............................6 . 0
Ten or more, oue year to one address .$1 each
Single copy five cents. Specimen copy froe.

IS S U E D  W E E K L Y  A T  A T L A N T A , GA .

F O U N D A T IO N  P R IN C IP L E S
Advocates a H um a nita ria n  S p ir itu a lism . Pu b lishe d  

sem i-m onth ly  at C lin ton , ta., and commences it s  3 rd  v o l­
ume June s t  86- *  columned pages. per year, and 
d u rin g  it s  rd  year o ile rs  F o o t’s Health M o nth ly , '6 
paged, 60 cents per year, as a prem ium  to a ll new su b ­
sc rib e rs. Yo u  can’ t do better than to send fo r it .

THB S P IR IT U A L  JVIESSENGER
Devoted t© the in te re sts  o f the S p ir itu a l Philosophy of 

the 19th C entury, is  p u b lished  W eekly at Chicago, I I .
Managing E ditor , • - - F . J. York

P rin te d  on fine calendered pai>er,conta n in g 2 t columns 
o f  in te re stin g  re c ita ls o f  sp ir itu a l experiences, essays 
s p ir it  messages, and re p o rts o f happenings. W i l l  always 
endeaver to keep abreast o f the t im e s .

> ubscrip tion price on ly  $1 per year, Beyond question 
the cheapest s p ir i ual paper in America.

Sample copies free. Address a ll communications to F .  
J .  Y o rk ,  P u b lish e r, 55S W e st Madison t., < hicago, 111.

mtttttan- atm m m w m .
Edited by James Vincent, and puDlished by 

H . & L. Vincent, a t  T a b o r ,  I o w a .

Now in its V I volume. Devoted to total and 
immediate emmancipation from slavery to bond 
holders, railroad corporations, national bank 
and ecclisiastical dictation. Terms, $1.50 per an.

ST. LOUIS WIRE STEAM WASHER,
Office 710 Olive Street, St Louis, Mo.

The Greatest Invention o f the Age.
A child eight years old can operate i t .  Does not wear or 

tear the c othes as the washing i s  done e n tire ly  by the 
power of steam.

£ ives labor, tim e, soap and clothes. The machine w ill 
wash 2 5 sh irts  in  25 m inutes.

The machine passes d irectly through the clothes and 
washes them evenly and not in  streaks, and bleaches them 
at the same tim e . P r i c e  $ 6 .0 0

ST. LOUIS PATENT

Artesian Well Machine Co.
Office; 818 Pine St . ,  St. Louis.

Manufacturers o f  the Celebrated

V ICTOR

Fe p o p u l a r  r a i l w a y
O F  T H E  C E N T R A L  S T A T E S .

W E L L
A U G ER

Varying from 6 inches to 4J feet in diameter. 
Will bore through all kinds of earth, slate, coal 
or soft rock.

T H E  A R T E S I A N  •

Combined Auger and Drill?
will drill through rock or any other subEtanceto 
any depth, with horse or steam power, for less 
money than any other drill. Send for catalogue 
Enquirers please mention this pap«r.

T H E  C A R R I E R  D O V E
A n  Illustrated M on th .y  M uglzine d evoted  to 

S p i r i t u a l i s m  a n d  R e f o r m  
E d i t e d  b y  -  -  M r s .  J . c c h le s in g e r

U R. L . S C H L E S IN G E R ! . . .  .
M RS. J. S C H L E SIN G E R  /  1 ublishers.
E ach n u m ber w il l  con ta in  the P ortra its  ana B io g ­

raphical sketches ot p rom inen t M edium s and Spir­
itual W orkers o f  the P acific  Coast, and Spi it  P i c ­
tures by  ou r A rtist M edium s. Also, L ectures, 
E  >ays, P oem s, Spirit M essages, E d itoria l and Mes- 
cellaneous Item s.
T e r m s .  $2 30 P e r  Y ea r . S ingle C op ies  25cts, 

Address a l l  communications to THE CARRIER DOVE, 
8 5 4 Broadway, Oakland, Cal.

ONLY LINE
Reaching1 b y <* routes a ll the fo llow ing

prge c it ie s : \
ST. LOUIS, INDIANAPOLIS, 

C HICACO, F O R T WAYNE, 
D ETR OIT, LAFAYETTE,

T O l  EDO, SPRINGFIELD,
.ANNIBAL, QUINCY,

K EO K U K , PEORIA,
KANSAS C ITY , C O U N CIL  BLUFFS 

ST. JO SEPH , OMAHA,
DES MOINES, O TTU M W A ,

Em bracing the P rin c ip a l P o in ts  of the S i x  Great 
States of M ichigan, Ohio, Ind iana, I l l in o is ,  Iow a 
and. M is so u ri, w ith  Branch L in e s  or Close Connec­
tio n s  to other c itie s not mentioned above.

THROUGH KEEPING fjARIINES
Between S t. Lo u is , New  Y o rk  and Boston, via  
"NT iagara F a l l s ; Chicago and N e w Y  o rk , v ia  D etro it 

nd Niagara F a l ls ;  S t. L o u is  and S t. P a u l and 
M inneapolis; S t. L o u is  and Chicago; S t .L o u is  and 
Ka nsa s C ity ; S t. L o u is  and S t. Joseph; S t. L o u is  
and Council B lu f fs  and Omaha; S t. L o u is  and Des 
M oines; S t. L o u is  and Toledo; S t. L o u is  and De­
t ro it ;  Chicago and Kansas C ity ; Ka nsa s C ity  and 
Des M oines; D etro it and Indianapolis.

T H E  B E S T  ROUTE
V ia  D e tro it  o r T o le d o , to  all pa rts  of the 
E A S T ; via D e tro it, C h ic a g o , O ttu m w a  or 
Des M oine s, to  all p a rts  of th e  N O R T H ; via 
In dia nap olis , S t . L o u is o r  K ansas C ity, to  all 
p a rts o f t h e S O U T H ; via K ansas C ity, S t . J o ­
seph o r O m a h a , to  all pa rts  of the W E S T .

N O  L IN E  C A N  E Q U A L  T H E  C A R  S E R V IC E
OF THE

GREAT W A B A S H  ROUTE
I t  includes Handsome New  Coaches, L u x u r io u s  
F R E E  R ec lin ing  Chair Cars, the Be st Equipped 
D in in g  Cars on the Continent, the la test and most 
E legant P u llm a n  Buffe t and Sleeping Cars, the 
Splendid and Novel Mann Boudo ir Cars and P a l­
ace W oodruff Sleeping Cars.

EVERYONE W HO  TR A V E L S  before sta rt in g  to
make a portion of h is  jo u rne y, o r a ll, i f  possible, 
over the W A B A S H , S T .  L O U IS  &  P A C IF IC  R Y .
A ny Coupon T ic k e t Agent in  the Un ited States or 

. Danada w i l l  se ll you tic ke ts v ia  the i l l  A D A 0 U  
and give a ll desired inform ation. V V n id A O ll  
F o r Maps, T im e  Tables, etc., w r ite  to

F, CHANDLER, Gen’I Pass, and Ticket Agent, 
 S T .  L O U IS , M O ,

T H E  S P I R I T U A L  O F F E R I N G .
COL. I). M FOA”, ......................PUBLISHER
D. M. & NETTIE P. FOX, - - - EDITORS 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTORS 
P ro f. H enry K id d le  (H . K .) ,  N o. 7, East lilOth St., 
N ew  Y orn  C iiy .
‘ O n in a ,”  th rou gh  lier M edium , M rs. Cora L. V .  

R ich m o n d , 64 U nion  Park r ln c e , C h icago. 111.
Among the contributors w il l  be found our oldest and 

ablest w r it e r s . In  i t  w i l l  be found Lectures, Essa ys upon 
Sc ientific , Philosophical and Sp iritu a l subjects, Sp iritu a l 
Communications and Messages.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION:
Per Year ..$ 2 .0 0  I S ix  M onths...$1.00 | Three Months. .GOcte 

New Club Rates : 3 copies, #5, 5 copies $8 , 10 copies $15. 
A ll m ust be new subscribers except the getter up of the club 
Advertisements published at 15 cts per line fo r the f irs t , and 
10  cts fo r each subsequent in sertion.

S p e c im e n  c o p i e s  s e n t  f r e e .
Subsc ribers d e siring  a change of post-office, m ust give 

the name of the office where taken and where to be sent, 
otherwise the change cannot he made. Address,

fcPlRlTU AL  O FFK1HN G , Ottumwa, Iowa.
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Ohio and 

MississippiR^y
The D irect and Fast L in o  to

S SO L ID  D A I L Y  T R A IN S  to
C IN C IN N A T I and L O U IS V IL L E

10 H O U R S, w ith  Through Day Cars, Pa rlo r Cars and 
alace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of Cars for any class of 
assengers.

Q d a i l y  t r a i n s

To Washington in 28 Honrs 
To Batimore in 29 Honrs

T h i s  is 4  H O U IIS  Q UIC KER, than the fastest time byany 
otber line.

The Day Exp ress has elegant Day Coaches and Luxu ria n t 
Pa rlo r Card, from s it  L o u is  to C incinnati, connecting w ith  
sleeper fo r Washington aud Boston.
The Nigh Exp ress has leepers through without change. No 
other line*from S t  Lo u is runs Through Sleeping Cars to the 
N A T IO N A L C A PITA  L .

PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS
are run by the “ O & M .”  N ig ht Exp re ss from

iV  J9IJBW JLu J U K
-------I D A -I X jY  —

‘W ith o u t Change in 3 9  H ours.

■IE8T ROUTE TQ) JAeKSQMVlULS
A n d  W in t e r  R e s o r t s  in  th e  S o u th e a s t .

The Double D a ily  L in e s ot Pa rlo r Cars and Palace 
Sleeping Coaches by th is  L ine from

St Louis to Cincinnati & Louisville
Taking direct connections at both points w ith morning ami 
evening Express T ra in s , having Palace Hotel and sleeping 
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville w ith ­
out change.

N o  F e rr ie s  o r  T r a n s fe r s  b y  th is  R o  i t e  !

he Only Line running a Sleeping Car 
of any description between 

St. Louis & Cincinnati.

F o rT ie ke ts, Rates, or any particular information call on 
icket Agents of connecting lin e s, W est, Northwest, ami 
outhwest.

O r in  st L ouis, o t  to t A- 103 N. F ourth  Street.

W .  P E A B O D Y ,  W .  B. S H A T T U C ,
Pres’l and General Manager, General Pass'r Agrat

CINCINNATI, OBI#.
G D. B A C ON ,  Ge n ’ l W e s t e r n  P a s s e n g e r  A g e n t ,  

ST.

•ite

3  TR A INS DAILY T O  3

Kansas City.
D IR EC T  C O N N E C T I O N S  A T

Kansas City and Omaha 
TO A L L  POINTS IN THE W E ST .

---------------g ■ -  - -
Trains Daily T o Q m

Leavenworth, Atchison, 
St. Joseph & Omaha.

Elegant Pullman Palace Sleeping and 
Buffet cars on all trains
------Chair Cars Free.------

T he Iron Mountain Route
IS  THE ONLY LINE DIRECT TO ALL POINTS IN

ARKANSAS and TEXAS
ONLY ROUTE TO THE

F A M O U S  HOT S P R I N G S -
OF ARKANSAS.

ONl.Y ONE CHANGE OF CARS BtlWEEN

§>t. Ilouis i  ^an Francisco
Solid Trains Through to

M e m p h i s ,  T e n n  , a n d  

G A L V E S T O N ,  T E X A S .
D aily  line o f sleeping oars through to

MEMPHIS & NEW  ORLEANS
W . H .  N e w m a n ,

Gen’l Traffic Manager.
H .  C .  T o w n s e n d

Gen’l Pass, and Ticket A gt

ST. LOUIS.

| U X U R Y I

)  TH E  (-

r

(I. & St. L. and C, C. C. & I. Ry’s.)
W ith its New Equipment, Excellent 
Road Bed, and possessing every ap­
pliance for Luxurious Travel known 
to be serviceable, offers to passengers 

for

INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI,
J1

! u n n i u i f ,
) AN D ALL (------

M W ENGLAND Cities
Fast Time, Sure Connections.

----------a n d ----------

Palace Sleeping Coaches.
W H ICH  BUN THROUGH TO

lg|? m ill "•WOT

-A N D -

B O S T O N
WITHOUT CHANGE.

T o  p e r s o n s  go in g : "W E ST o r  S O U T H W E S T  on 
p le a su se  o r  b u s in e s s , and  to

Western Land Seekers
T h e a c co m m o d a t io n s  o ffe red  b y  th is  L in e  are  

u n s u r p a s s e d . D ir e c t  c o n n e c t io n s  a re  m a d e  fo r  
a l l  p o in t s  in

MISSOURI, ARKANSAS, 
TEXAS, KANSAS, 

NEBRASKA. COLORADO, 
CALIFORNIA & MEXICO,

AVOIDING TRANSFERm SDELAY

I f  y o u  c o n te m p la t e  a  jo u r ’n e y  a n y w h e r e , d o  not 
c o m p le te  y o u r  a r r a n g m e n ts  u n t i l  y o u  h a v t  seen  
a H E K  / / / A' F  A g e n t ,  w h o  w i l l  fu r n ish

LOWEST RATES
ami give fu ll information.

A ,  J
Gen

J .S m ith ,je m  I n iT je lD .B .M a rtin ,
’ I Pass’r  Agt 1 *  ♦ U U U l i / j  Qenl W e st’n Ag


