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Infinite are thy works, O God, in the

molecule as well as in the stars.

T he only tangible, satisfactory proof ofa
life beyond is by and through Spiritualism.

“ Give me neither poverty nor riches;"
for with the one 1 may become a slave to
my necessities, and with the other, to my
avarice.

Peace and harmony can only come of
that pure spirit ot love for each other,
which must characterize those who would
attain to this condition.

“ K eep good company,” and in order to
do so one should be worthy of fellowship
among people of that kind. Think good
thoughts, speak good words, do good

ST. LOUIS,

1IH TWHT

things, and we will not need to go far to
find our good company; they will gather
around us. >

T he man who treats his faithful friend,
the noble horse, unmercifully, deserves the
fate of metempsychosis',—to be turned in-
to a horse, and to be himself beaten.

Struggle against fate as best you can,
until it becomes an accomplised fact, then
cease to repine and make the most of it;
for an accomplished fact is the “ decree of
the gods.”

It takes the best mathematicians the
world ever saw to work out the problems
of the stars; and yet, there are those who
say, “ Theie is nothing but blind force at
the hack of Nature’s laws.”

We should spend more time in teaching
our children and each other how to Liwe
and grow; rather than holding up death
as an awful punishment visited upon us
by an angry and relentless God, beyond
which all is mystery.

Spirituatism would teach us of eternal
life, constant growth or progress in higher
attainments which the spirit of man will
ever pursue, and that in the acquirement
of these attainments, one by one, there is
increased joy or happiness. As another
leaf appears the surface of the plant is in-
creased, from which it receives more ele-
ments of growth from the atmosphere
around it: just so the spirit when coming
in possession ofa new truth, enjoys itand
receives from it the inspirational desire to
acquire another, and then still another.
It would teach us that one who islazy, in-
dolent, trifling, profligate, or one who
seeks pleasure simply to make him or her
laugh is spiritually dead, or lives on a
plane but little higher than a brute, no
matter what clothes they wear nor how
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much, nor how little, money they have,
nor how they are regarded by the world.

PERFECTED THROUGH SUFFERING.

There are many passages in the New
Testament referring to the refining influ-
ence of suffering, and the Christian believ-
ers understand it all to apply to those,
and to those only, who suffer or have suf-
fered, for the cause of Christ, as they call
it. But we are satisfied it was intended
to, and does, cover a much broader ground.
There is something inherent in suffering,
and particularly in that of the mind, that
refines and developes the soul or spirit.
And it is no less a fact, that the suffering
of the body brings the soul nearer the
surface, or to the front, as it were, the
body thus becoming negative to the spirit.

Jesus of Nazareth is often described as
in that condition, and thus more receptive
to spiritinfluence. And in Hebrews 2 : 10,
he is spoken of as being perfected through
suffering.

There is no doubt that anguish of any
kind is calculated to quicken the thoughts,
if not the perceptions of the person suffer-
ing, and set them to thinking and longing,
if not reaching out, for some other condi-
tion. To have suffered in any direction,
causes the person to have a keener,—a
deeper, sympathy for those who may be
passing through the same ordeal.

It seems to be a belief attached to the
Christian faith, that back of all suffering
there must have been sinor crime, and
failing to trace it in any other direction,
“ original sin,” or the sin and disobedience
of Adam and Eve, is made to play a
leading part in the catalogue of reasons
for suffering, and the crude and imperfect
state in which we find the world. But
there are more philosophical and natural
reasons for suffering than the sin, as it is
called, of any person whatever.

All physical suffering is the result of
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the relation man bears to physical life, or
physical law. He may be made to suffer
intensely, without any agency of his own
in the matter. Indeed, how often do we
see the innocent suffer with and for the
guilty, while the latter often go unpun-
ished, at least in this life.

Even the causes for mental suffering
may have originated altogether outside
of ourselves. How often does the parent
suffer in mind as well as body, for the
indiscretions of the child, and does not the
wife suffer on account of the drunken hus-
band ? How often, indeed, have our acts,
done in the most unselfish spirit, recoiled
upon us, and caused us to suffer the tor-
ments of the damned.

So it cannot be said with truth, that
crime is always at the back of suffering;
though we think it may safely be said,
that crime will be followed up by suffer-
ing, here or hereafter; for the Creator of
this planet and all that is in it has so
arranged it, that justice will triumph over
time and space, and every obstacle, and
will bring about the judgment of an
awakened conscience and expiation for
the wrong committed, here or hereafter.

Yes, suffering is a purifier, and elimin-
ates from the human soul its selfishness,
grossness and animality, and fits it to
associate with the good and pure of earth,
or ofthe angel world. And the spiritworld
is ever open to hear the cry of the dis-
tressed of whatever kind, be it from the
depths of degradation, or from a throne.

The soul of tho universe beats in re-
sponse to the suffering of every created
thing, and says: When your sufferings are
more than you can bear there is an open
door through death for the lower to come
up higher; for there is no end to life. All
are traveling the same road through suf-
fering from a lower to a higher. Then
fear not to launch your little bark on the
ocean of eternity, for nothing can be lost.
Every act and even thought of your life
is registered on the retina of your soul
and the balance will be struck for or
against you.

PROGRESS OF MAN.

Man is the epitome of all below him, and
the embryo of all above him. In the pro-
ductions of Nature, or God, we find evory
conceivable variety. All that is low, all
up to the finest and most delicate tree,
that is coarse, all that is crude, and so on
shrub, or flower; and so itisin the animal
kingdom, the variety isalmost infinite, and
it is the same in every department of life.
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To the five senses we find the most deli-
cious, and also the most disagreeable
things. We find that which throws us
into the greatest ecstacy of delight, and
then that of the opposite extreme. So
it was evidently the design of the all-wise
Creator, that all grades and conditions
should be represented, in the boundless
variety of nature. And as man, by the
law of evolution, (a law believed by many
to be well established), stands at the head,
he is the epitome of all below him, the must
necessarilly partake of, and represent, more
or less of ail that is below him. Hence,
the incongruous in the man we have to-day.
But he is better than he was and he will
be better than he is.

And if he has come up through all the
gradations from “ molecule in its primi-
tive state,” to man, he has certainly made
wonderful progress. He stands midway,
between the heavens and the earth : look-
ing down he sees wondrous depths, and
looking up, he sees almost infinite heights.
And how much more is it to be proud of,
to have come up from the depths, than to
have fallen, according to the Mosaic ac-
count, from a state of perfection, (but
really a state of ignorance) to be an out-
cast from God, and from eternal life, as is
stated in the Mosaic account.

Man is struggling up the steeps of time,
through the grades of animality, and in-
tellectuality, to spirituality, and they are
scattered all along the road between the
almost purely animal, and the highly spir-
itual. Is it to be wondered, then, that
there should be all grades of humanity,
almost from the demon to the saint?

The instinct, (as we call it) that is up-
permost in the animal, is selfishness, and
no doubt was given to it for wise pur-
poses—for self preservation. Indeed, the
animal creation came honestly by it; for
the animal inherited it, as the smallest
atom has within itself the law of attraction,
which, to it, is the law of self preservation
in another form. For, if it had not that,
disintegration, and loss of individuality,
would be the result. And so we find it.
Man still retains more or less of that
“mark of the beast,” and until he emerges
into spirituality he is “ofthe earth, earthy”
and hence that which we call sin or wick-
odness, is the result.

But while the physical or animal caul-
dron often boils over in early life, causing
wreck and ruin to all around it, or even
in middle age, still in mature years the
moral and intellectual, and often the spir-
itual, gain the ascendency; showing that

the physical is ephemeral, while the spir-
itual is lasting,—is really the true man.

There have been certain eras or epochs,
clearly marked in the history of the world,
when certain phenomenal developments
took place; not only in physical, but in
moral, mental and spiritual life. These
seem to have occured at intervals of about
two thousand years, and we think that
any one, who can discern the “ signs of
the times” can see that we have entered
upon one of those eras, or epochs. That
man is about to drop the old, and lake on
the new; that the old mantle that has
enclouded the mind, is about dropping off,
and a new thought, a new perception,
is about to take possession. ‘OlIld things
are passing away, and all things are be-
coming new.’

We are too apt to think that the brain
of man has always been capable of receiv-
ing and analyzing all and perhaps more,
than it has capacity for, at present. But
we believe such is not the case. We be-
lieve the time was, when not only the brain
of man, but the electrical condition of the
planet was such that many of the present
inventions now in use, could not have been
given to man; nor would they have oper-
ated if they had, but would have been a
source of danger to him, rather than the
willing servant of to-day.

That this planet throws off, and takes
on from other planets, there can be no
doubt; else why the revolutions in space?
When we consider that this planet revolves
around another sun and so on, ad infinitum,
it must as a sequence, be taking on and
throwing off constantly new, magnetic,
and electric currents, and like passing
through the refiner’'s crucible, becoming
more and more refined.

And if asked “ how we know that we are
becoming more and more refined, or devel-
oped, we point to the wisdom principle that
governs the rhythmic evolutions of the
stars; and the geological proofs of the re-
fining processes of Nature, on the planet;
and the advanced scopo of tho mind of
man, as evidenced by the attainments he
has already reached, as compared with
even historic man, and his aspiration
which isaprophecy, of yet higher heights
to be attained. B.

For Light in the West.
SPIRITUAL DEGREES.

There are two distinct phases character-
izing a belief in spirit-communion, one
being limited to the mere acceptance of
the phenomenon, the other, by an in-



trospection into the ethics of Spiritual,
ism, with the collateral endeavor to trans-
form the life and character into strict
harmony with its divine inculcations.
The practical distinction between these
classes, is like two individuals, one having,
for instance, a hundred thousand dollars
on deposit in a bank, which he can lay
his hand on at will, and the other, one
who looks in through the glass screens
and sees the money there, his knowledge
being all that he possesses in the case.

While Spiritualism attests the reality of
a future life, if the investigator stops on
abstract beliefof the fact, without acquaint-
ing himself with its philosophy, or attun-
ing his life to the 8eolian harmony of its
precepts, it is doubtful whether he is not
worse off, than without any knowledge on
the subject. If a person says,— Yes,
there is another life; Spiritualism proves
it,” and takes the knowledge of the fact,
for all there is in Spiritualism—if he ig-
nores the principles of fraternal love, jus-
tice, charity and mercy, if he stifles all as-
piration for the divine and beautiful,— by
the very principles of spiritual ethics he
will not enter the next life a whit better
off, than one who has lived and died a
stark materialist. Nay, more : the mate-
rialist will rank him in moral elevation;
for his negation of a future life reprieves,
measurably, his amenability to conscious
infraction of the law of his being : he be-
lieved in no future life, and was without
the incentives to high moral actuation,
which such beliefinspires.

This kind of Spiritualist takes rank
with the deciduous followers ofold thology;
who still believe that faith in Christ— his
“ atonement,” “ merits,” etc., etc.,— will be
an all sufficient passport to land them in
the “ front parlor” of the “ house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”
Both classes alike lean on broken reeds.
Why should the lackadasical, free and go
easy Spiritualist enter upon rewards in
the Spirit world that he has never lifted
a finger to earn while here, beyond merely
affirming a belief ihat,” there isanother life
and they have a good time over there,
too ?” The other life he will find ; but his
previous knowledge of it only, will not
set him ahead one iota, nor add a tint to
the scenery, that is radiant to the eye of
the beholder who has clarified his vision,
while on earth, by w'orks of earnest, zeal,
ous love, to discern <he living glories of
the realm of the hereafter.

Again, why should the person who has
faith ” that Christ was very good, benefi-
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cent,j ust,selfabnegating—yea, very “Cod”
—for argument's sake—be entitled to
special rewards on account of it, hereafter?
If I believe that Yanderbuilt was worth
two hundred millions of dollars, that be-
lief, merely, puts not apenny in my pocket.
Neithor abeliefin immortality simply, by
Spiritualists, nor faith in Christ by Chris-
tians, is going to make the world a par-
ticle better, without an actuation born of
love, to make life a continual endeavor to
inaugurate heaven on earth, in a preliba
tion of the joys that await the faithful

toiler, in the life to come.
Y. C.Taylor.

MATERIALISM—MATERIAL SCIENC E.

“Modern Spiritualism is the result ofareaction ”
“ from modern Materialism . .Materialism”
‘ sets up an enormous machine of the universe ”
“ and places man amid the incessant whirr and ”
“ehiss of its tooihened iron wheels—amid the ”
“ deafening crash of its ponderous hammers—a”
“ helpless and dependant creature. . Nature”
“ acts with fearful uniformity, stern as fate,”
“ absolute as tyranny, merciless as death,—too”
“ vast to praise, too inexplicable to worship, too ”
“inexorabe to propitiate,—It has no ear for”
“ prayer, no heart for sympathy, no arm to save. ”

—Rev. Calvin S. Blackwell,
in St. Louis Republican, April 5th.

Webster defines a Materialist as,

‘mOne who denies the exsitence of spiritual ”
“ substances, and maintains that the soul of”
“ man is tbe result of a particular organization ”
“ of matter in the body;”

And Materialism as,

“ The doctrine of the Materialist.”

For Materialism as thus defined, there
is no defense proposed.

The great majority of the scientists of
the present day repudiate it—and among
those popularly classed as its advocates,
enough can be gleaned from their published
statements to show that even they do not
endorse it.

It is opposed to the almost universal
sense of mankind, and never has been or
will be believed by any respectable number
of people, either intelligent or ignorant.

It can be safely ignored, as it will die of
its own inherent inertia.

But unfortunately, very many public
teachers of morals have either wilfully or
carelessly associated those branches of
science relating to the nature and laws of
matter with this “ ism,” in such a way as
to leave the impression with their hearers
that the tendency of all science that has
to do with facts of matter is materialistic,
and therefore a thing to be avoided as
ministering to that great bug-bear “ Mod-
ern Scepticism.”

They cry out that “ Material Science

235

is Godless,” forgetting or ignoring the fact
that modern research has so broadened the
field of knowledge, that in order to accom-
plish results within the span of one life
science must be subdivided, and that those
subdivisions which relate to matter— per
se must of necessity teach the facts relat-
ing to matter, and nothing else. They for-
get that the specialist is pushing forward,
each in his own direction, and they do not
or will not recognize the fact that the col-
lective work when fully matured will sup-
ply what individual work may lack.

The world owes Prof. Tyndall and oth-
ers like him a vote of commendation, be-
cause they do attend to their own strict
line of investigation ; and do not attempt
to use the weight of their great influence
to lead people into theoretical paths, the
outcome of which they regard as uncertain.

In this article the term Material Science
will be used as including these subdivi-
sions of science which have for their ob-
ject the investigation and statement ofthe
facts of material nature.

Dick says: “ The undevout astronomer
is mad.”

Oersted says : “ The laws of nature are
the thoughts of God.”

There are three aspects in which we
may view Material Science:—

The Organic,
The Dynamic,
The Esthetic.

The Organic as relating to the facts of
organization, construction, etc. This is
the scientific view, and is at present in
competent hands.

The Dynamic view relates to its utility
and adaptibility to the wants of man, and
is monopolized by the so-called “ practical
man” ; and the Esthetic view is that which
relates to the eternal, the beautiful, and
the good. This too long has been the
domain of the Poet, and it is time that we
begin to take the facts which the first
view presents, and carry them through the
second, and into the third, and there make
use of them.

A one sided view is confessedly the
wrong place to stop; and Material Science
never will bejudged rightly, until we view
it correctly in all its aspects; and it is
against this one sided view that this pro-
test is made.

Nature does act with fearful uniformity.

The fire will warm or burn you.

Light will bless or blind you.

Electricity will invigorate your body or
it will leave it seared and lifeless.
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These are forces, and they act in accord-

ance with law.

They bring rewards for right use and
penalties for perversion.

It is entirely owing to the fact that they
are unchangable, inexorable and absolute
that we can use and control them.

Light and heat minister to us, and elec-
tricity runs our errands, simply and solely
for the reason that under certain con-
ditions they can be depended upon to act
in certain ways.

Is light a blessing to humanity; then it
is greatly enhanced when man has learned
the laws of light and is therefore able to
bring about beneficial results through the
application of those laws.

If we find that heat acts as a force in
given directions and is invariably amena-
ble to certain laws, our wise course and
the present practice of the world is, to
understand these laws and to govern our
own acts so as to be in harmony with them.

Man because he is free in his choice, is
too often outofharmony with nature, and
he has to suffer the penalty until he places
himself right.

Nature is “ stern as fate,” but her pen-
alties are only for culprits.

Herbert Spencer defines Life as “ cor-
respondence with one’s environment,” and
the idea of co-respondence is, harmonious
co operation.

Act in harmony and you will be re-
warded; decline to do so either wilfully
or ignorantly and you must pay the
penalty.

That Material Science has contributed
vastly to the comfort and prosperity of
civilized man there can be no question
and no need of illustration.

Here is a field of investigation that calls
for volunteers.

It is beyond the field of either the
Scientist or the practical man.

It is the legitimate outgrowth of both,
— it is one step farther. First the facts;
second, their practical uses; third, their
moral and spiritual application.

“ First the blade, then the ear, then the
full corn in the ear.”

If man is a part of material nature.

If there is a corelation of force.

If matter, energy, and intelligence are
eternal, then moral acts and ethical sanc-
tions must touch so near to material sci-
ence that some day the relationship will be
demonstrated, and science will by logic as
“ absolute as tyranny” step over the
boundary line.

Spiritualism lives to-day because the
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minds of the world’s thinkers and leaders
are working so near this boundary line
that it establishes what may be called a
sort of “ spiritual induction,” which makes
interchange ofthoughtpossible: and grant-
ing this to be true, the reason of the
imperfection of the communication lies
mainly with us— because we have not as
yet taken the laws of matter and practi-
cally applied them to our moral and spir-
itual life, i. e., we have not come into full
harmony with our spiritual environment.

It is through this aspect of material sci-

ence that great good is in store for the
world.
The great foundation of facts which sci-

ence is to furnish is to be,—when com-
pleted—the ground work on which the
future temple of truth is to be reared.

In the earth the germ—then growth—
then fruition. Surely this isno idle fancy:
the analogy of the past fully warrants us
in a forecast of the future.

As surely as man has unfolded and pro-
gressed, so surely will he continue to do so.

Let us then practice better methods; let
us refrain from one sided views and con-

clusions.
Let us at least apply this test to scien-

tific statement: first, what are the facts ;
second, how can they be utilized, and third,
what higher losson do they teach.

In the spring of the year when the sun
unlocks the icy fetters of the earth, down
in the mud atthe bottom of the pool, rests
the roots of the water-lily. It begins its
growth struggling towards the light. Tho
water is turgid, the light is dim, but slowly
and surely in response to the law of its
being itat last attains its object and spreads
its fragrant blossom as a thank offering to
the source of light and heat.

The analogy is evident:

The pure and earnest striving of the
spiritual soul towards spiritual light is not
a reaction ; but rather it is a growth and
unfoldment which, tho' slow, is never the
less sure; and accordingto knowledgeand
whose upward tendency even through
muddy surroundings and with but faint
glimpses of the light, will yet be to that
point where on the bosom of nature the
soul may unfold in light and truth and its
fragrance may ascend in harmony with all
things, a grateful tribute to nature’s God.

That our eyes may be open to these
beauties, and that we “ may apprehend
that for which we are apprehended,” the
entreaty comes to-day as it did in days of
yore;—"“ Quench not”—" Grieve not”"—
“ Resist not the Spirit.”

Doremus.

For Light in the West.
SPIRIT OF LIGHT.

(Continued from No. 12.)

The veil being raised, and gates thrown open wide,
The saints appear, aud therewith a host
Of Angels in great army come, battliug
For the right; and to make known the way
Whereby divine inheritance, love, light and truth
May be proclaimed to all of earth’s great family.

The old man Adam and his seed
Have slept out their sleep, ami awake anew,
Refreshed, and with full strength are called again
By Father 1ime to march to battle.
To flglit the fight with kingly powers,
And priests, and crafty men, and those who sow
The seed to bring forth dead sea fruit, or such
As on salvation set a seal
Only to be opened bv their will, and under
Such restraints as starve the souls of many.

Let hallelujahs hence be sung
To all the Gods of earth,—they who have ceased
By dominant power of will to darken
As by the shades of night the sun,
The lives of men, and now teach lessons
Consoling to the world. No hell nor devil
Famishing for souls to sacrifice unto
A sulphurous fire, or darkness forevermore;
That the pall of death, and silent grave
Should no more terror have—
All death being lost in a lethean sea of time;
The final change being light and life
Renewed again. That when we pa”s from life
To life, we take with us the good and leave
The bad behind—the good to be husbanded
And grow, renewed on fields elysiau,
On and on, progression holding sway.
No beginning, nor no end being known
To time nor space; but®aU as one vast
Eternity of things.*

To the wisdom of the Great Unknowable
All should offer thanks; He having loosed
The reigns of thought that held for ages past
All mankind subject to the church and state.
With minds imprisoned by illusive monarchs,
Or their satelites in self righteous robes,
Whose potency to bless or damn, was held
to be divine. \Bhile the veil was down
And gates were closed, neither saints nor angels
Could appear, to break the bauds and set
The captives free. But now, the spirits of
The higher spheres, as well as those of earth,
Rejoice to kuow that no longer lives a soul
Who may not find the light, refulgaut shining,
Poteat, from the great first cause, sent forth
Unto all the earth, conquering and to conquer.
The battle being won, illuminated
Crowns will fall on millions yet unknown,
Delegated unto them from the spheres
Oflight, and from the great throne on high;
Where dwell the souls “not lost but gone before”
Returning, triumphant o’ er the grave,
With glad tidings and spiritual food
To the hungry souls of earth.

Restrain—a moment's thought.
Ye mammon-mongers of the world, who sweat
And toil for gold, when on thy couch reclining,
Resplendent though it be, with costly gems
Of earth’s rairest beauty, reason for a time
On what stuff ye mortals are.
When thus absorbed in thought, seek thou thelight



Of holier things, that are great and true,

Not for a day, but for all time. Listen!

A low, sweet voice from the spheres may come—

May call thee afar away, unto

An inexhaustible fountain

Of living truth that will more enrich the soul

Than all the wealth of earth, or gifts

From thrones or kings. Should this be so,

While in the elements of living spirits

Seize and draw out the malleable links,

That form the chaiu connecting worlds,

Of wh”ch thou art a part—

The great continuous whole,

‘Whose body Nature is, and God the soul.”

Let those whose eyes are open to the light

That through nature's camera descends

Reflecting worlds and all that is thereon

Enlist in the great army of spirits.

No duty now so great. The evidence

O’erwhelming comes, proclaiming to the world

The truth of spirit power. No judge

From without the mold of human clay,

Should sentence pass, adverse unto

The rulings of the Prince of peace and love,

Who sends His agents down, to those who sit

In judgment here, with full instructions

To render verdicts true; without self pride, .

Or pomp, but to “ do unto others as you

Would have others do.” * For who would lose,

Though full of pain, this intellectual being,

Those thoughts that wonder through eternity.*'
Delayan Da Voe.

Transcribed for Light in the West.
SPIRIT COMMUNICATION.

Remarks on Clairvoyance, Clairaudi-
ence, and Trance —

The human frame is a wonderful piece
of mechanism; all partake of the same
constituents, yet so varied are the com-
binations, that the powers developed in
one, may seem totally deficient in others.
Not exactly so; the spiritual nature is the
same in all, but the developments are
varied, sometimes by circumstances or
surroundings, more frequently by a strong
magnetic force which we perceive and
make use of. These powers are developed
by the assistance of spirits, whose em-
ployment is to aid in the development of
the spiritual nature in man.

Many persons have the power of mes-
merizing in cases where the persons oper-
ated on lack the firmness to resist, and are
willingly passive ; tho same conditions are
necessary for us. The medium must be
passive, or the manifestations will be un-
certain. |If there is a strong will against
the use of that force, it can only be par-
tially developed, and is not likely to
benefit any.

They are the opposites of those who are
carried away with the foolish idea, that
their controls will guido them in the affairs
of daily life. Man has reason given him
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to guide earthly affairs, and to judge when
the powers we are considering should be
properly exercised. All duties should be
attended to, and by the use of good judg-
ment none will be neglected; all manifes-
tations, from the tiny rap to materiali-
zations have proved useful, some convinc-
ing one class of minds, others another
class, till thousands have been convinced
of spirit communion.

And note the silent power of spirit in-
fluence; the teachings of the orthodox
churches are gradually changing, as the
facts now well known prove the incon-
sistency of many of their dogmatical teach-
ings. And how hasall this been done; by
mediums willingly allowing their powers
to be used for the benefit of their fallow
creatures. If all were only clairvoyants®
or clairaudients, few would be convinced ;
as the proofs are not always striking ; but
when intelligent and reasonable teachings
are communicated during trance condi-
tions, it is evident that a power outside of
the medium is operating on the human
frame.

We do not advise all mediums to devote
themselves to the cultivation of their gifts.
It is now, as it always has been, the
duties of the home, the business, the call-
ing, the profession, are not neglected by
the performance of religious duties; so
should the gifts of mediumship be used,
but never be despised or neglected.

Let every gift be used with reference to
the will of the Giver. These gifts arc not
bestowed for the selfish superiority of
any; it is a mistake that mediumship of
itself elevates. No, the elevation consists
in the improvement of character and con-
duct which ought to follow the proper
use of these gifts. Mediums should con-
sider themselves servants, accountable for
the responsibilities which these bestow-
ments entail. January 16, 1886

December 26, '85— On the state of those
who continue to dispise the teachings of
the inhabitants of spirit lifo : —

It seems strange to us that mortals, sur
rounded as they are by proofs of theiT
own spiritual nature, and the continual
and oft repeated manifestations of the in-
ter-communion of spirits inand out of the
earthly body, should continue to deride
and insult those whose reason is convinced
of the truth of our statements. To what
must we attribute this stolid, senseless op-
position. In the first place, to wilful ig-
norance and, in many instances, the in-
tense love of the dollar blinds them to
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every idea that does not carry gain with
it. Men of this class seldom cultivate
their intellectuality for the acquisition of
knowledge not connected with financier-
ing; their only object being to grasp every
opportunity to increase their earthly pos-
sessions. This being the sole object of their
life, how excessively ridiculous in the;r
eyes are any and all of the teachings and
manifestations of the spirit nature—‘give
us the dollars and do not annoy us with
such umprofitable ideas.” To urge'themto
a beliefin Spiritualism would be like cast-
ing pearls before swine; they will go on

groveling.
There are others more intellectual, but

having been educated in certain grooves
of thought, they are fixed in them ; and as
many old cherished ideas must be driven
ont before the new can be received, it is
painful and irksome to consider a subject
which antagonizes their early instilled
belief. At any rate, their future is safe,
according to their faith, and if they have
no belief in a future, they are satisfied
thoy are as well off as their fellows, and
indifference takes the place of belief. They
have no fear of death; they meet it as the
stupid ox meets its death blow.

Nor are thpse much better, who in their
self-conceit imagine they can solve the
mysteries of nature, whether relating to
the spirit, or indeed to the most exalted
ideas. They understand it all; they make
theories to meet every case they hear of
and suppose themselves able critics of the
works of our Heavenly Father, as dis-
played in terrestrial or spiritual subjects.
They need no teaching; their spirits while
confined in the earthly body are satisfied
that they can explain all mysteries, and
not till they enter spirit life can they per-
ceive their self sufficiency and ignorance.
Contrast those cases with the tranquil feel-
ing of the humble believer, conscious of
the rectitude of his life, looking forward
to the change which will introduce him to
the society of loving, pure, congenial spir-
its, whose happiness consists in helping
each other to attainments higher than the
most conceited of mortals can imagine.

My friend : | wish to state my thoughts
on the indifference so many display with
regard to spirit communion. 1 did not
believe in it butlikeall other unbelievers,
| found on entering spirit life that I had
deprived myself of a great source of hap-
piness,—the privilege of having certain
knowledge of a future state ; for the intel-
ligence shown in these communings, ought
to convince all that reason is predominant
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in the spiritual ftate as in the earthly, but
free from the cloudy surroundings ofearth,
and therefore superior in aspirations and
ideas. The pride of man’s reason while
on earth is the principal cause of unbelief,
—so true is it, that humility is the first
step to the advancement of the soul. These
few words are from Henry Walker.
Y. E. S

LETT EE FROM JOHN WETHERBEE.

I read in the Light in the W est Of
July 3rd. that it proposes to be a weekly,
instead of semi-monthly journal. | am
glad of that, I really hope the management
will be compensated for the change; and |
can hardly think otherwise than that it will
be. | certainly consider it one of the best
periodicals issued in the cause of Spiritual-
ism, or any other cause, for that matter.
The articles are readable, and the shape and
the quality of the paper are spiritually and
materially good; and when lying on my
table with its contemporaries it is more pur-
suasive and conspicuous than any of them.
Its title seems to stick out invitingly, and
its articles are in keeping with its title;
and since it was born some half ayear ago,
it seems to me its articles have been copied

more than is usual.
In almost every spiritual paper | take

up | see long extracts from the chapters of
“Why | Became a Spiritualist.” This fact
has sent me back to read the articles, or
chapters, over again; not that I am in the
habit of skipping such articles,—1 am apt
to read short items first, next the thoughts
of any writer that I know and fancy, and
generally take in the whole after a while;
for I am quite a devourer of written words.
The title, “ Why | Became a Spiritualist,”
was not an attractive one at first. | had
seen and heard too many of them and what
cared | what made one a Spiritualist; the
main thing was, to be one. However, a
more consecutive reading of the chapters
of the one in the Light in the West im-
pressed me thoughtfully, like my own ; and
| see its copyright is secured, so it will
some day, perhaps, be in book form. Well,
I am proud of our spiritual literature: con-
sidering the youth of the cause,— not yet
forty years old—its volumes make a huge
t>ile, and certainly a creditable one.

The motto of Light in the West (Which
is certainly also the motto of the cause) is
“ Let there be Light.” And if Spiritual-
ism through its literature has not been a
light-bringer or a light giver, it must be due
to the truth uttered in the Gospel of John :
"And the light shineth in darkness and
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the darkness comprehended it not.” There
is such a thing as color blindness in the
world ; that is now well recognized. And
as the laws below are sisters to the laws
above, we have no doubt that the law of
color blindness extends higher up, and is
sometimes a cerebral as well as physical in-
firmity ;forthere areso many who don’t see
the light of Spiritualism, even when it is
shining in their faces. Well we must con-
tinue to shine and continue to say, “ Let
there be Light,” so then you are doing a
good thing in doubling your dose. May
you not be castingyour pearls before swine,
and | don't believe you will—if occasion-
ally so, it will be the swine’s loss, notyours.

It does seem to me as though the great
and growing city of St. Louis needs, and
a very large number will appreciate and
sustain,a Light in the W est, like the one
you present; and though centering in that
city as its home, the light need not be con-
fined there; but its raj's be welcomed all
over the land. | think you have some
very good contributors, and it pleases me
to see the pen of my friend, Prof. Henry
Kiddle, shining inyour columns. 1| like his
articles on Materialism,— in fact, he hardly
ever writes any thing that is not in har-
mony with my own thought. He has lately
written some words on the religion of Spir-
itualism. | think the Spiritualists as a
body will bear a little more religion than
they at present manifest, and they will be
the better for it. We mustall remember that
there is religion and religion. The word
Religion has been much damaged by its
associations. The old associations are pas-
sing away, and as Theodore Parker said,
“ the places that knew them shall know
them no more forever; but religion will en-
dure and to its days there is no end.”

1 am somewhat of a Bohemian in my
way of writing for the public; still I am
not earthly, sensual and devilish, as the
Bohemian class is apt to be; and in assum-
ing the character, I may not be doing my-
selfjustice, but my old friend, now a spirit,
the “ Sage of Galveston,” used to consider
me one and he ought to have been a judge,
as he was long on the editorial staff of the
New York Herald. Butwhatever | am, |
aim to be truthful. | have a constituency
who believe that much of me. One thing
is certain, | do not come to a conclusion
readily, but when | do come | stick. |
have made in my writing life some pretty
strong statements; but | have never had to
take anything back, and I never expect to.
This latter expression has slipped out onto
my paper because my eye had fallen on

the article | wrote in your last, “Material-
ization under Test Conditions.” Whatcan
a man want more for a test of tbe fact of
materialization, or that the spirits, or some
of them, have the power of extemporising
living human forms out of the vacant air,
than the strong statement I made in that
article, and which I have duplicated since,
and have at times had different but just as
perfect tests ?

I shall send a copy of this number of
your paper to Z. T. H., a writer in the
Boston Herald, who at the closoofa column
of “ currentjottings,” where he had criti-
cised the editor of the Banner somewhat,
he closed with the following:* By the way
what has become of Brother John Wether-
bee? Has he too found out that he has been
pursuing a will o’ the wisp ?” | wrote him
and set him right- did not want him or
any one to suppose | had fallen from grace,
because for manly and Spiritualistic rea-
sons, | had stopped writing for the Banner.
This Z. T. H. was greatly interested in
Spiritualism a few years ago, but Mrs.
Bennet, a medium, was so thoroughly de-
tected in fraud, an accomplice under the
floor, that he turned his back on the whole
boodle but not on me, and missing me as
above, he asked inquiringly. | said in
reply that when | had time | would give
him some facts, that would show him he
was hasty; and as one of these, | have sent
the Light in the West. He will believe
me, too, for certainly if one is not satis-
fied with what | saw and the way | saw
it, he would not believe, as in the words
of the parable, "though one rose from
the dead.”

MISTAKES WE MAKE.

To the Editor of Light in the West :

How many mistakes we do make in matters
pertaining to what we think is religion! How
many of us really do read the Bible. We read
a little of it—we have either read it or heard it
read in the day school by the teacher; and in
Sunday School and at Church we have heard
it read and explained much; but we never
know anything about the book until we read
it ourselves, for we have only had our atten-
tion called to the readable portions of the
word. At least one fourth of it has been skipped
because it is too vulgar to read or talk about.
If it is the word of God, why not call atten-
tion to every jot and tittle of it; for it shall
not pass away.

So  with or in regard to our devotional exer-
cises. We go to church, to Prayer meetingl
and upon many occasious, made by a person
whose only desire is to put his words together
so as to make an impression. And he may
succeed in that to some extent; but what good



is it to us or the man who makes it? It is only
dust and ashes driven about on the field of
prayer: it is not our prayer. Our prayer is
just that wliioh we always find ourselves desir-
ing to obtain;that which we are always reach-
ing out fo r; the object of our own heart's desire
from time to time during life. Be it for good
or bad, none of us can get rid of our prayers:
if we desire to possess anything, or to do any-
thing, we are praying for that thing and we
alone are answerable, not another.

Mow many mistakes are made in instruct-
ing children. Parents who are professors of
religion think their children must be better
Christians than Christ was, in observing
Christian dogmas and practices which must
have been inte ided by those who invented
them to be an improvement upon Christ’s
teaching and examples. This | think is only
telling lies to the children, believing that this
course will please Christ, who is the Lord.
Then go on and make the children believe
that God the father, personal, a great King
who must not be offended, but finally that
there are so many miracles that we don’t
know anything anyhow; we are not permit-
ted to know, but we must have faith in our
Creator; although bad, by faith we will go all
right up the Golden Stair. How about our
watch; if something is wrong with it, and we
pay for the information that we must have
faith in the maker of that time piece, and it
willgo all right. | don’t think faith in this
case would be strong enough to answer the good
purpose of the main spring of the watch.

Then we have evil to contend with. What
we term good and evil must have always
existed, and always will exist; in fact, if the
two principles did not exist nothing else would
exist. If we had not darkness we would not
have light, and yet everything we call beauti-
ful, the flowers that bloom, the delicious fruit
we prize so highly, hang upon branches which
take root and grow out of darkness and filth.
All originates in darkness and imperfection.
Man himself originated in darkness and comes
from darkness into lighi; but he should allow
himself to progress towards the light, and in
order to do that, he must be continually throw -
ing away his animal passions and appetites.
He should cease now to be a carniverous ani-
mal. War, bloodshed, quarreling and fight-
ing will not cease, nor many diseases be
abated on the earth as long as man eats the flesh
of animals ; for his composition is of just
what he eats. Man should be wise and find
out what food he should eat, by partaking of
which he is kept in good health. He should
never stand in need of strong medicine or
vaccination.

And how many mistakes are made by law-
yers and law makers. We certainly have too
much law;the criminal code of every state in
the Union should be overhauled and nearly all
repealed. It coststoo muchto suppress crime
and imperfectly done at that. Why should it
cost so much P All people should have the
right to do what they please, enjoy in their
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own way the liberty guaranteed to them, so
long asthey do notinjure other people. When
they do, and render themselves unsafe in the
community they should be locked up in a
strong box, and kept in solitary confinement,
on very simple diet until they learn to be-
have. And if theirterm expires, and they
come out no better, put them back if it should
be for life. The honest people should not be
made to support them in a palace, either in
the payment of taxes or skilled labor. Let the
prisoner sit alone and do nothing but think;
and if he comes to the conclusion he would
rather be there than to have his liberty and
behave himself, let him stay there and end his
days. He and his God may have an under-
standing about it. Capital punishment should
be abolished, and another penalty inflicted
for that class of criminals.

Here | may as well have my say on the Mor-
mon question, as it seems to take up so much
time of our national legislators, and other
people to no purpose. It is a matter that can-
not well be legislated upon, anyhow; and |
suppose the best way to dispose of it would
be to prohibit Mormon emigration to this
country, and then repeal the charter granted
to them by the territory Then let it alone,
and Mormonism will soon haverun its course.

As to Christianity vs. Spiritualism, I am
not inclined now to take the case up; if the
professing of it make people better, they should
of course adhere to it; but theywon’t practise
what they preach. | think in my investigation
| have found that all religions are founded
upon what we now call Spiritualism, only
more crude and barbarous than now. As for
the atonement, it is alittle hardto believe that
something or somebody has to be murdered in
order to make some other people happy; |
do not believe in shedding blood. But we must
hold all things loosely that we may be ready
to drop our old ideas. Do right to ourselves
and all others; tell the truth; practise what
we preach, and trust the Great Author of all
things for what may come. | hope you will
excuse me for inflicting this upon you; | did
not intend to write the one half ofit, but you
neednotlet it annoy you—Ilook it over and put
it into the wastebasket. A. M. S.

Allegheny Pa.

Transcribed for Ligbt, in the West.
“HOW CAN WE KNOW GOD 7?7
[ By the controlling Spirit, Inner Circle of St. Lonis
Spiritual Union, July 4th 1886.J
“ 1t would take the omniscience of God him-
self to touch the thought of Deity, in allits de-
tails and ramifications. The finite can never
fully comprehend the infinite. Matter truly has
existed from beginning; it is to spirit what
word is to the thought.
the universe, and

Man is an epitome of
reveals in his infinitesmal
parts the infinite power, wisdom, and love of
the Most High. By a powerful microscope
that will yet be invented, every blood cor-
puscle will be found to be a living, moving
world, containing myriads of living beings;
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and these living worlds, coursing in the shape
of blood through the veins and arteries with
the vital essences of the nerve currents, are
only microscopically mirroring the circula-
tion and movements of the illimitable divine
body. These mighty orbs that glitter in the
nightly sky, and sparkle with living light, are
only so many blood corpuscles rolling through
the veins of the living God.

The systemsof systems all centering towards
the very heart of all things, the great spiritual
Sun, whose light is the light of all things,
whose heat is the loving life of all that exists,
and whose power is the spiritual essence that
energises and vitalizes by its penetration and
permeation of the smallest particles of matter,
all things visible and invisible. Be it alsore-
membered that the most potent of all mystic
powers and essences are the least preceptible
to the exoteric senses, and are onlyrealized by
their effects upon inert matter—by people
clothed in matter.

Take slow steps and sure steps thatyou may
learn the factthat to know God you must be-
come God-like yourself in your attributes:
and just as your wisdom and love attain to
perfection, the divine, luminous beams glorify
your acts, and the divine colorie radiates its
genial heat into the cold hearts of your fel-
low men. And by gentle words, and tender
acts of kindness towards all with whom you
come in contact, you prove that the divine
heat is glowing within yourself. So that from
the two—loving wisdom, and wise love—is
evolved the spiritual dynamic power which
constitutes spiritual vitality bywhich creation
becomes possible.

The fruit of the mind is expressed by the
visible work accomplished. Letyour life work,
therefore, be a specimen of a mind illumined
by divine wisdom, directed by divine love,
and inspired and sustained by the power of
the divine spirit. Search after truth, and
weary not; for even the highest intelligences
often cycles of ages, vainly seek the centre of
all absolute knowledge. To know God en-
tirely, vou would have to be God yourself.
Come into his spirit, and you will know more.

Another excellent communication received for next week.-Ed.

The 2-1th ult. was Queen Victoria's birth-day,
and many journals made it the occasion to give
some of the leading events of her life, but none
to our knowledge, h'ive recorded the fact that
she is a firm believer in spirit communication,
alwjys has a vacant chair at her eating-table for
Prince Albert, and has written a book in which
her belief at.d the evidences upon which it is
based are recorded in unequivocal terms.

— World's Advance-Thought.

“You are Mr. Talmage?”
“1 am, sir.”

Well, fir, | am an evolutionist and | wantto
discuss that question with you. | am also an
annihilationist. | believe that when | die that
will be the end of me.”

“Thank God for that!” devoutly ejaculated
Mr. Talmage, as he walked off and left the man
perfectly dazed.—Golden Gate.
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REALITIES.

If G-od, the Future Life, and deathless souls,
Are not the most tremendous facts to me.

What mattors it, that now the great earth rolls
Through space,with all its freight,unceasingly?

We are but victims of a senseless fate,
We are but crumbling fragments of a clod,
Unless we see in man, the image great
Of more than chance—the image of his God.
— 0. M. S. in Youth's Companion.

WHY | BECAME A SPIRITUALIST.

( Copyright Secured.)

Chapter viii.

During my investigation of the spiritual
phenomena, now more than thirty-live years,
| have endeavored to learn the spiritual status
of agreatvariety of persons, after they had
passed over, in order to form as nearly as
possible, a correct understanding of what
course of life here best fitted the person for
an entry into, and continuation of life in tlie
spheres. | find that those who have here done
their whole duty in the sphere in which they
lived, with charity for all, and enmity for
none, find themselves “ over here” perfectly
at home, and ready at once to begin to climb
the steeps of knowledge, progress and happi-
ness in the immortal world.

But those who lived an untrue life, untrue
to themselves, or others, those who violated
the laws oftheir physical or moral nature, find
themselves dwarfed in spirit, and they must
travel overmuch of the road they have already
been over, to rectify the wrongs they have
committed against themselves or others. It is
for this cause that many, very many, who have
passed over, have been unable to leave the
earth's surface, and are plodding away here
among you, just as really as if they were still
in the form, and by coming en rapport with
those still of earth, live over much that be-
longs to earth life.

By the change called death, they have not
shaken off their earth life desires, and these
bind them to earth; hence the greattruth in
what Jesus said:

Houj hardly shall they that have riches enter the
kingdom of heaven.

And again,

For whereyour treasure is there will your heart
be also.

There was a spiritual significance to nearly
everything that Jesus said; that is, it had ref-
erence to the spiritual as well asto the natural

world. This is where the so-called Christians
of to-day, fail to see the truth in the spirit
and essence that Jesus taught it. They are

living on the shell, the husks, instead of the
“ true meat of the word.”

The dogma of the Christian church, that
Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God has held
the nations who have accepted it back in the
scale of development, more than all else besides,
and has not only shut the door upon many
grand truths, but has furnished a scapegoat
to millions upon millions, on which to throw
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theirsins, virtually licensing them, and leaving
the door open for them to commit other and
greater sins. All the evidence received from
the spiritual side goes to show, that each man
must “bear his own burden,” and not even
the mythical “ Son of God” can bear it for
him.

1 will now give a conversation or communi-
cation, that | received through a lady, from
W. C. Ralston, of San Francisco, soon after
his so-called death. The message was received
more than two thousand miles from San Fran-
cisco, though the writer knew Mr. Ralston
before he wentto the Pacific coast, and also
while there.

| had sat with the medium at many different
times, and received a great variety of commu-
nications ; as her organization seemed to be
adapted to almost any who came. | was not a
little surprised and gratified one evening to
find W. C. Ralston announce himself, as |
knew he had a very firm bold on the feelings
of alarge part of the people of the Pacific
coast, aud there was a disposition to hold some
parties liable for his death, through their
harsh treatment of him, in his hour of great
trial. | was also anxious to know whether he
really intended to commit suicide.

He said: “ You know me; | am W. C.
Ralston. | still live, just as real, just an tan-
gible to myself and o others, in the world
I now inhabit, as when | was in my mor-
tal body. | thought to get away from the
awful maelstrom in which | found myself the
lastfew days of my natural life; but | was
mistaken. It was all all here, and | had to
take up the tangled thread and unweave it

“ There is nothing lost, all is present; | had
woven around me aweb, and as | found it
closing in upon me, binding me tighter and
tighter, | fain would have retraced my steps,
but could not. | had been of much use
to many, and looked around for help to extri-
cate me from the dilema into which | had
drifted; but none held out a helping hand.
Not only that, but they seemed to taunt me
with my downfall, even those whom | had
lifted into affluence. It was too much for my
proud spirit, and | left the BanK never to
enter it again.

Oh, the weight of the agony of that hour!
How the waves of anguish rolled over me—
how my soul was turned back upon itself!
| walked | knew not where, with the clammy
sweat upon my brow, and the iron eating into
my soul, | lived my whole life over in that
short hour; | had prepared myself, and | felt
as | walked with my back to the scenes of my
former prosperity and triumph, that | was
leaving them forever.

“ Ah, yes, but only in the physical, for |
have trod those streets and visited the scenes
of my former busy life over and over again,
and listened to the criticisms of many, some
who through the kindness oftheir heart did
me more than justice, while others to screen
themselves, laid the blame at my door. Years
that were long and bbter in retrospection have

passed ojler my head, aitd | have suffered,
and settled my account: yet notwithout many
heart pangs and strong desires to rectify some
wrongs. Yes, | have suffered, and through
that am purified, and now subdued, but grate-
ful and hopeful. | am ascending the moun-
tain of God’s eternal highway, made for all
Ilis children, and where all will tlavel; but
some through much tribulation, as T myself

have done.
“ Oh, vain, self opinionated man; how
soon he can be brought low, how little he

knows the record he is making for himself, to
be unrolled from the tablets of his memory,
as soon as he shall put off the mortal coil.
How small, and yet how great is man; small
when viewed in his physical nature, yet how
large when launched upon this eternal shore
with an illimitable future before him, with the
power to seek out higher and better condi-
tions, or, like the sow to return to her ‘wal-
low in the mire.’

“ On taking a retrospect of my life, | find,
that it was honeycombed with self aggrandize-
ment. | did much that was goodin itself
for the benefit of others, and for the city and
state in which | lived; but there was self atthe
bottom of much of it, andthat taints it, over
here, yet here and there | find a violet, a tiny
flower that has sprung up as the result of some
unselfish act, and Oh, how grateful the ema-
nation of that tiny flower, the fragrance of
unselfishness. How happens it that though
you and | often walked side by side in earth
life, you never mentioned the subject of this
beautiful philosophy to me; perhaps if you
had, | might have had a staff to lean upon, as
you have through all your troubles. But while
| had great confidence in your judgment,
still it is possible, | might in the whirl of busi-
ness given it no heed. Yet there were times
when | greatly felt the need of some star to
guide me, as you have found this to be to
you.”

| said that | had a delicacy in mentioning
it to him, as | knew there were so many who
had cast discredit upon it, through charla-
tanism, or love of gain.

Ah yes,” he said, “ but as| see it from my
present stand point, It is destined to over
spread the earth. It is destined to eradicate
all other religions—it is the religion of free-
dom, of humanity. It is in accordance with
the law of development, of progress, and if
you could see as | do, those that are behind it,
you would never doubt its success. On your
side, it is comparatively weak, and humanity
js hardly prepared to receive it; but on this
side, it is all powerful, and when suitable in-
struments can be raised up, to voice the power
of the Spirit, man will see the ‘glory of the
Lord revealed,” as never before.

“ When | look back and see how men rush
and scramble for wealth thatin a few years,
at most, passes frcm their grasp, and that
with many, corodes their very soul while liv-
ing, and if | had not experienced it, | would
say, they are insane. A few years, and all is



over, for if ye have drifted in the wrong direc-
tion, there is much to undo, that may take
long years to efface. When | took upward
into the vast future and see the eternal heights
for humanity to climb, then look back to earth,
| see it as but a mote, a speck, on the ocean
of time, and wonder that man will stop to
pick it up.

“ lou, my friend, seem to be in the advance
guard of spirituality. Why is this; why
are so few awake to this philosophy? Yet
perhaps 1 can answer this question better
than yourself. Man is like the acorn, or the
bird in the shell,—some pip it sooner than
others, through more favorable conditions, or
prenatal development. All fruits do not
ripen at the same time. It is in the order of
nature and all will in due time shed the outer
coat of ignorance, and superstition. You may
not yet see it, but every groan, every pang,
every throe of the spirit has its object, has its
compensation. Ah, my friend, the scales of the
universe are finely adjusted, and to all in the
end, will be meted out exact justice, and all
will see it, and be satisfied.”

The foregoing was all said through the me-
dium, in a deep, measured tone, indicating
deep thought and reflection, and as there
seemed to be a slight pause here, I ventured
to say, “ Mr. Ralston, did you commit suicide?
I do not ask from idle curiosty, but to know
what was its effect, if true, upon your present
or future life."

He said: “ Yes, | did commit suicide. |
drank from a vial which threw me into spasms
in the water, where | had gone for the same
purpose."’

After quite another pause | said, “ 1)o you
now regret it; or would you do the same
again ?”’

“ 1 sincerely regret it; but, | could not sur-
vive the loss of position | saw staring me in
the face. | had the courage to die, but not to
live, in my changed position. Oh, if I had
had some one to sympathize and advise with
me; but | had not. 1 had held myself above
advice or sympathy, and when | needed it, |
had it not. | would under the same circum-
stances commit the same act again. My pride
was so wounded | could not look up, I could
not live.”

“ How has it affected you since you have
been in the world of spirits.”

“ On waking up | could hardly realize that
I was out of the body, so real did everything
seen ; but when | wanted to accomplish any-
thing requiring the body, | had not the use of
it, and yet for a time, at least, | did not seem
to be a full fledged spirit. | seemed to be
neither of one world or the other, and 1
walked about as you might imagine a ghost
or specter would walk, unable for a time to
identify myself with either the physical or
spiritual. | found myself, as it « ere, a stran-
ger, and yet | was attracted to the things | had
just quitted the day before, but without the
power to manifest myself. It was some time
before | learned the laws that govern spirit life.
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“ 1 felt like an unbidden guest at a feast; |
had come before my time, and there was no
place prepared for me. | found that I could
not shirk the responsibilities I had placed
upon myself in earth life, and so | had to go
to work to unravel the tangled thread of my
life, skein by skein, and weigh them all in the
balance, before | could take a step in advance.

“ No let every man brave the ills of life as
best he can, and leap the barriers of time only
by natural law,rather than by his own hand: for
he can not get away from it. Between that life
and this, is but a step, and while you can not
see where we have gone, we can look back
with all the poignancy of remorse, or joy, as
the case may be, and live over again every
act of our lives, and those are more than for-
tunate that can look back at every act of their
lives with complacency, and not with shame

“ The lessons and experiences of life are in
many cases very severe, cutting between the
‘joints and the marrow’ of the soul, and
causing the spirit to writhe in its agony. But
I have yet to hear of one spirit, that, after it
emerged from the fiery ordeal of conscience,
stricken, suffering, but what said, ‘ | would not
forgo all that. I have suffered, for | feel, that |
have been benefited and purified by the or-
deal, and I can now sympathize with others,
who have strayed into forbidden paths, and
help them to rise above the temptations, and
petty annoyances of earth.” Ah, my friend
what a problem life is, what a wonderful thing
is the human soul.

“ 1 could not tell you all thatl have pas-ed
through, much of which has been interiorexpe-
rienees, growths, and developments of the
soul or spirit, and yet they are most real, and
would fill volumes.

“ How | stand and gaze in wonder and awe,
as my vision is opened to see the wonders all
around me, that but yesterday, were all un-
seen to me. It is all around us, but until we
are developed up to it, we cannot see it.

“ How man in the physical looks around him,
and imagines himself of some importance;
but a whiff of wind, the merest accident, re-
moves him from his busy life, and he finds
himself as helpless as the child in the cradle,
until he learns the laws”essential to his spirit-
ual well being. These laws are not man-made,
but laws that all can live up to, and be
benefited by. Yet they are so simple, that no
priests are necessary to explain them. O my
friend, | have learned that the laws of God
are based upon eternal justice to all, and for
all, and none can disobey them, or set them
aside, with impunity. The man who wrongs
or robs his neighbor, wrongs and robs him-
self; all will ultimately be gathered into the
same fold, and all will rejoice together.”

Those who have imbibed Catholic ideas have
been taught that the instant death occurs, the
soul is grabbed up, a special judgment held,
and he is sent either to heaven or hell, or may
be, if God happens to be fa alenient mood, to
But the Presbyterian God is a
no purgatory. With

purgatory.
harder God, and has
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them it is either heaven or hell at once. And
yet the Bible account seems to indicate that
they will all be judged over again at the “ last
day,” dragging the sinner out of Hell, and
the saint out of heaven, for that purpose. We
can imagine that the sinner who has been
frying in hell without consuming for a million
of years would be glad of the respite; but the
saints, we should think, would rather consider
it “ lost time” to be away from the joys of
heaven.

Then if both the saints and sinners have
lived all that time without their bodies, what
need an they have for them? If the wicked
can be fried in hell without their bodies, as it
is said they are, what need of collecting all
the old bones from the bone yards, to send
some to heaven and as it would seem now,
much the largest crowd to hell.

The idea issimply preposterous. But when-
ever,you corner an orthodox ora Catholic,
he will say, “ Oh, everything is possible with
God;" and thus all manner of foolishness is
heaped on Him.

How much more feasible the statement of
Mr. Ralston just read, that “ as ye lie down
so shall ye rise up,” and that that life is a fac-
simile and continuation of this, only a step
higher, and with the door wide open for
advancement and reform.

How much more consonant with the idea of
a just and merciful God, to deal with man, the
highest type of created things, as a conscious
reasoning being, than to treat him as a tyrant
would treat his slaves. Humanity is trying to
outgrow all tyranny and the law that “ might
makes right,” and the quicker we place God
on that higher “ platform’ the better; else
we will have better and more humane man
on the footstool, than on the throne, which
God forbid.

As all religions and conceptions of God are
man-made, let us give God the benefit of our
highest conceptions of what a God should be;
so that if we should ever be called before Him,
we will not be ashamed for having maligned
and misrepresented Him.

Let us not misconstrue matter with mind .
Mind and matter have always existed: matter
has all the lower qualities, and when awak-
ened into life is gross, sensual, selfish; and
man to be individualized has to be brought
up through all those grades of physical life by
the spirit, to become a perfect man. The law
of experience (so-called), good or bad, is ales-
son in some direction. Nothing is in vain,
God is in all and through all, and will worjc
out His stupendous plans, with or without
man’s aid, as He in His infinite wisdom may

see fit.
(To be Continued)

Washington, 1). G. B. O J.

A LETTER.

Editor Light in the West :

I received your paper and may say | feel adeep
interest in its utterances in all things connected
with man’s wi-Ifare in this era of spiritual unfold -
ment, are all bright with many signs of promise.
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And if your humble co-worker can assist in
rolling further away the heavy stone of theology
from mortal minds and loving mortal hearts so
as to let the light shine in there, letting human
reason rise to its own proper level of uses, as the
great distinctive feature of man’s nobility above
all known existing intelligences, save that of the
angel ministrants, it will be my g od pleasure
to voice such utterances as may seek to find ex-
pression in and through you as an important
factor in our world’'s enlightenment. The grand
truths of Spiritualism of the nineteenth century
have reached the inner sanctuary of many lovers
of the truth, and they will be fearless to declare
it as the best gift to man.

Spiritualism and its glorious revealments which
des'roy former mysteries and myths, their fall
cies, th<iir miracles, their forgeries and fiction
which prove nothing higher than such unsub-
stantial stuff, are about to be removed and for
man to rise to a degree in knowledge and intelli-
gence worthy of himse f and his own birthright.

Yours truly, E.P.Goodsell

New Haven, Conn.

CHIRO-PSYCHOMETRY.

READING OP THE SOUL BY MEANS OF
THE HAND

OK THE

BY ROBERT ALLEN CAMPBELL.
X.

Before leaving the hand in general, and,
entering upon the treatment of the particular
parts, | wish to correct a very general —
almost universal — error in relation to the
effect of different employments upon the size
and extent of the hand. What | here state is
in perfect accordance with the philosophy of
chiro-psychometry, and has been confirmed
by thirty years' observation among all classes,
and by the examination of more than twenty
thousand pairs of hands. It is generally sup-
posed that labor makes the hands large, horny
and ill-shapcn, and especially that it causes
joints to enlarge or become prominent. These
common opinions concerning labor changing
the hands are almost wholly unfounded, and
the grain of truth in them is only a secondary
effect. Labor enlarges the hand only as it
does the arm only as itdevelopes manipulat-
ing tendencies and working abilities; and so
is still an index of the person's physi pie and
mentality. That is the hand changes only as
the whole man changes, in consequence of his
developing mental and physical power; that
is, a man does not become a good manipulator
in consequence of his developing large hands,
but as he developes tho mental qualities which
njade him a good, careful, exact and indus-
trious worker, he at the same time, as a sec-
ondary matter and adjunct, also develops the
proper kind of hands to best perform the man-
ifestation of his peculiar ability.

| have examined hands of young men idle,

useless, inaptfor industrial pursuits. Then in
later years, after necessity had forced these
young men to make themselves useful; when
they had become mechanics—industrial work-
ers—and thus developed mechanical and man-
ipulating ability, | fcund their hands just as
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different from their former shape and size as
were the characters of the men. That is, the
hand was at each reading—ten years apart—
the index of the character at that time, and so
it was every day during the transitional
growth.

]1.,abor with the hand does not enlarge the
joints. Calculation, the study of logic, fretful-
ness, melancholia, worry does enlarge the
finger joints. The meaning of the smooth
and knotted joints in the fingers will be noted
further on. Large joints do not indicate past
manual labor, but mental struggle.

Of course the hand may be injured by acci-
dent or by disease, either in curtailment or
enlargement of any of its parts, and when so
changed its value as an index of character is
so far modified. But labor, unless it is such
as to destroy some part of the hand, does not
materially change its representative character.
The skin of the hand is thickened and tough-
ened by labor or rendered smooth and tender
by some employments. Such injuriesor chang-
ings are generally, however, not misleading
for an enlargement by any peculiar employ-
ment or by any disease or any discoloration
or change in the texture of the skin, is easily
distinguished from an ordinary development.
Accidental or abnormal changes are as easilj’
detected by the hand reader as the scar from
a cut in the hand is distinguished from the
lines naturally there.

THE THUMB.

In occult matters the thumb plays an impor-
tant part. And we will do well to bear inmind,
that while the preposterous teachings of the
occult arts may be, and usually are, very
absurd in their pretentious theories and non-
sensical in their contradictory conclusions,
and, hence, are only impeding rubbish to the
merely technical scientist, who loftily thrusts
them aside as unworthy of examination even;
that, still, these same scientific absurdities
are of great interest,, and of real value, to the
philosopher and the poet; for they suggest to
the former, and bring to the imagination of
the latter the real truth—or at least point out
the direction in which exploration must be
made for the discovery of such truth.

Many expressions in literature, classic and
provincial, referring to the thumb are simply
unmeaning jargon until we know something
of the supposed power and susceptibility of
this, “ better half of the hand.” When, how-
ever, we understand the occult meaning and
the real importance of the thumb these hith-
erto barren phrases become filled with a new
life and sparkle with poetic beauty.

Ancient history tells us of certain nations
who mutilated their prisoners of war by cut-
ting off their thumbs. Tnis not only destroyed
the hand for all warlike purposes, but carried
with it a disgrace of most humiliating signifi-
cance.

When the vanquished gladiator in the llom-
an arena saw the spectators with “thumbs up”
his heart rejoiced, for he then knew his valor,
though overcome, had won him life and free-

dom because he had proven himself a man.

Biting the thumbs was an old and most in-
sulting method of declaring another as lacking
in the essentials of manhood.

The witches consulted their thumbs as pro -
phetic, saying:

* By the pricking of my thumbs
fcomething wicked this way 0011168.”

Superstitious people cover their thumbs to
avert the threatened danger of the “evil eye.”

In ancient enchanting and in modern mes-
merism, the thumb is a pivotal point.

A celebrated writer says: “ The superior
animal is found in the hand— humanity in the
thumb.”

Idiots, new-born children, feeble-minded
people, epileptics going into a spasm and the
dying, usually double the fingers over the
thumb in shutting the fist.

(To be Continued.)

WOMAN'S CROWN.

BY MRS. NETTIE P. FOX.
Mediumistic Author ofthe “ Golden Key,” “Phantom
Form ,” Mysteries of the Border Land,”
“Old Shylock the Vam pire/’ etc.
chapter 1

‘e'One may smile and smile and be avillain still.”

The morning after the graduating exercises at
Miss Gwin’'s popular seminary, agroup of young
ladies stood conversing in the pleasant parlor
where they had assembled to exchange a few
words before parting, it might be for years, it
might be forever.

“1 say, girls, we are making too serious work
of this parting, let us talk of the future. What
do jou all intend to do in life?” said little Ethel
May, a blue-eyed, pink cheeked girl, usually
called “ Baby” on account of her diminutive
size and childish ways.

“ 1 shall spend one or two seasons in society,
marry a wealthy man, have an elegant home,
and become a leader in fashionable life,” said
handsome Kate Irwin.

“ 1 hate a humdrum, stupid life, no marriage
for me; | intend to cultivate my voice and be-
come an actress,” exclaimed ambitious Julia
Ward.

“1 shall teach school,” said modest Emma Dill.

After several others had expressed themselves,
Ethel turned to a tall, graceful girl with large,
brown eyes and clear, olive complexion, and
asked :

“What are you going to do, Margaret Baton?”

“Sheis so fastidious, she will never marry,” ex-
claimed Kate Irwin.

“ She will be a preacher or missionary,”
ulated Julia Ward.

“ Silence, let Miss Eaton be heard,” said Ethel.

“ 1 do not know that | have any choice ; I am
very happy in the thought of returning home,
where | hope to remain with my parents many
years. | am not ambitious, believe that the abil -
ity to comprehend duty and the strength to per-
form it, the brightest crown that ever adorned
a woman’'s brow,” replied Margaret.

“ Why, if I conld talk like that, I would study
law and make a great name, but as | have neither
talent nor self-reliance, | shall dedicate my life
to love. You may laugh, but I ki.ow it will
come, such love as we read of in novels ; | shall
meet a grand, handsome man, he will be much

ejac-



superior to me, butwill think me an angel, and
his love will be the happi' ess of my life,” said

Ethel.
If these young girls could have lifted the veil

concealing the future, how different would have
b'en their thoughts; it is a merciful Providence
that screens our life path and covers with ro-es
the portals leading to spheres we would not oth-
erwise have the courage to enter.

Margaret Eaton was the only child of wealthy
parents ; her home had been so pleasant, so far
removed from the conflicts of the world, that she
knew but little of the trials lying beyond its c'r-
cle. At eighteen, she was beautiful and accomp-
lished, the idol of her parents and grea'ly to their
satisfaction, fancy free.

Ethel was devotedly attached toM rgaret; she
wrote long, affectionate letters, confiding to her
all the secrets of her innocent heart. A little
over ayear after leaving school, she wrote that
she had found her idol and from that time until
their marriage, a few months later, her letters
were filled with a most extravagant portrayal of
her lover’'s many estimable qualities. Ethel was
to be married on Christmas eve, and wanted
Margaret to spend a month with her at the ele-
gant home of her parents in Kew York City. Mr.
and Mrs. Eaton readily gave their consent and
with a light heart Margaret bade farewell to her
quiet home in the interior of the state and went
to the great metropolis.

Mr. La Mar, the man to whom Ethel was about
to entrust the happiness ofherlife, was of French
decent; tall, graceful, with regular features and
dark curling hair ; he possessed fine conversa-
tional powers, an inexhaustible fund of wit, gen-
tle and refined manners.

“What do you think of him, is he not hand-
some and just perfect?” asked E hel after Mr.
La Mar’s first visit after Margaret's arrival.

“ 1 trust he is as noble as he is fine looking;
there can be no one puite good enough for my
loving, little friend,” was the cautious reply.

Ethel looked disappointed and exclaimed im-
pulsively :

“You do not like him! You talk just as mam-
ma does, but papa and | understand him better.”

Margaret smoothed the hair from the fair
brow, and kissed the flushed cheek, saying:

“ Darling, you mnst not think I do not apprec-
iate your idol; my affection for you may make
me over cautious ; it is four weeks before your
marriage, by that time X may be as earnest in
his praise as you could desire.”

“Yes, I am sure you will
Margaret, have jou ever loved?”

“No, Ethel.”

“Well, then you will very soon ; he is just the
one to win your aftect'on.”

‘Ofwhom are you speaking?”

“Of Mr. Aldrich, a Iriend of Mr.
you will meet him to-morrow.”

Margaret laughed lightly;
slightest wish to exchange the well-tried
her parents for the affection of a stranger,
changed the conversation by asking:

“What is Mr. La Mar’'s business?”

“He studied law, but his fither died last year
and left him a large fortune, so he is not now
practicing his profession.”

Margaret learned that Mrs. May had very re-
luctantly given her consent; she did not like
Mr. La Mar, but as she could present no reason-
able objection, her husband over-ruled her seem-

unless—tell me,

La Mar's;

she had not the
love of
and
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ingly groundless fears and preparations were

made for a great wedding,

Mr. La Mar exerted himself to make a favor-
able impression upon Margaret and succeeded
so well that before the four weeks had passed,
she blamed herself for having judged him so
hastily; he was devot'd to Eth land there seem-
ed no reason why she should not be as happy as
she anticipated.

Mr. Aldrich was abichelor several years older
than Margaret, prepossessing in appearance,
with kind, gray eyes, and a soft voice, musical
as the sound of laughing waters. He had not
the sprightliness of Mr. La Mar, but was more
intelligent and possessed wonderful magnetic
power. Margaret had met many more attractive
and cultured gentlemen in her own home; there
was one.who would have given «11 ho possessed
could he have caused her cheeks to flush and
her eyes to drop as they did in the presence of
this stranger.

Margaret’'s visit passed like a fairy dream; she
lived in a whirl of gaiety very bewildering to
one unaceu-tomed to it; eve”™ day Mr. Aldrich
called and spent several hours with the ladies and
in the evening was ever ready to accompany them
to some place of amusement. The wedding was
over, Mr. and Mrs. La Mar left for Paris and
Margaret returned to her home; not as she had
eft it, but as the promised bride of Mr. Aldricb.
Her parent were not pleased with the sudden en-
gagementand decided the marriage could not be
consummated undjr two years, thinking by that
time Margaret would cease to be interested in
one who undoubtedly exercised a psychological
power over her. This a-rangement seemed sat-
isfactory to all, even Mr. Aldrich making no
objection, only by asking the privilege of cor-
responding with Margaret.

Six months later. Mrs. Eaton was attacked
with a low fever which soon carried her from
earih. This was Margaret’'s first great sorrow
and it was long before she could be reconciled ;
she knew no'Mng of the philosophy of death, her
ideaof the other life was not in advance of the
religion in which she had been educated ; the kind
minister did his best to comfort her, but he pos-
sessed no more rational ideas of the condition of
departed spirits than that accepted by the masses
and Margaret failed to receive the light she
sought; it never occurred to her that her idolized
mother could be in less favorable conditions
than when upon earth, but questions never
before suggested to her mind, were constantly
d' manding answers which no one seemed com-
petent to give. Grief was fast stealing the fresh-
ness and joy from her life ; her father noticed
the change and resolved to close the house aDd
take her abroad.

Three months after Ethel's marriage she
ceased to write to Margaret and a year passed
without having received aword ; it was therefore
a great surprise to meet Mr. La Mar in Paris.
To her anxious enquiries about Ethel, he replied
with apparent emotio i:

“1t makes my heart bleed to speak of her. Oh,
Miss Eaton, | have suffered a terrible bereave-

ment.”
“Surely—you do not mean—"

“Yes, yes, it is too true; | lost her under the
most trying circumstances. Soon after our
marriage | discovered she was very unhappy
and endeavored in vain to learn the duse. She
denied having any trouble or of concealing any-
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thing from me, and became silent and morose,
refused to correspond with friends and at last
declined to write even to her parents; | tried to
persuade her to return to her friends for a time,
but in vain and oh, Miss Eaton, spare me the
terrible recital.”

Mr. La Mar covered his face with his hands
and seemed convulsed with grief. Margaret
wept with the stricken man; her heart was still
bleeding over thelossof her beloved mother, and
no thoughts but thos *of the tenderest pity were

enteriainei toward the man who had been the

husband of the loving Ethel. Mr. La Mar
noted the effect of his words and s id between
his sobs :

“ Dear Miss Eaton, your sympathy is sweet and
true; oh, if you could have been with usin those
terrible weeks of torture, she might have been
spared, and now you are going away so soon.”

“ Tes, we must embark to-night.”

“Without even seeing her grave ?”

“l1 regret it, but | do i'tbeli ve papa could be
induced to remain longer.”

“Then dear young lady, may | ask you to do
a fav jr for me ? will you kindly call on Mr. and
Mrs. May and assure them that it was not my
fault that Ethel did not write, that | repeatedly
urged her to do so, and also to visit them, and
please tell them how heart broken I am?”

With these words Mr. La Mar again covered
his face and groaned as if in the deepest agony.

Margaret willingly consented to carry his
message, but on reaching New York City,
found tho house formerly occupied by the Mays
had been sol I, and no one could give the slight-
est clew to their presentresidence A few weeks

later, she received a letter fr m Mr. La Mar,
filled with expressions of grief for his lost love
and earnest enquiries after Mr. and Mrs. May,

from whom, he said, he had not received a word
since his announcement of the loss of their
daughter. This letter and several others were
kindly answered.

One week befo e the time for Margaret’'s mar-
riage, she was -urprised by the arrival of Mr. La
Mar, who made frequent calls and assumed the
familiarity of an old friend. One evening Mr.
Eaton mentioned his daughter’'s approaching
marriage, and remarked that Mr. Aldrich would
arrive from the East on the following day. Mr.
La Mer was greatly disturbed, and said he sup-
posed Margaret's acquaintance with his friend
had not resulted in anything more serious than
a flirtation ; that he should not have returned to
this country, had he known of the engagement.
A heavy cloud seem to shadow his spirit; he sat
with eyes fixed upon the carpet and an ominous
frown upon his brow. Later in the evening, ho
invited Margaret to walk upon the moon-lit
lawn, and surprised her by adeclaration of love.
In vain she endeavored to check the torrent of
impulsive words. At last she freed her hand
from his. saying :

“Listen, one moment, | beg of you listen!”

“No ! I cannot, will not listen, until you tell
me there is hope; that my love is not in vain,
that—"

“Mr. La Mar, you force me to speak plainly ;
day after to morrow is my wedding day ; | have
been engaged to Mr. Aldrich for two years.”

“Margaret, he is unworthy of you, you wiil
doom yourself to a life of misery if you wed him,
be warned in time, its not yet too late and trust
one to whom you are dearer than life. Marga-
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ret, that man is not capable of loving you as |
do ; come my beautiful one, mv pearl!”

He extended his arms to clasp the fair girl,
standing so wh'te and still in the moonlight.

“Stop!” she cried; “Not another step, not
another word! the gentleman | am about to mar-
ry, is your friend ; you have basely disregarded
the sacred tie, not only trying to rob him of my
respect and the affection to which heha* remain-
ed faithful, under the most discouraging circum-
stances, but you have also attempted to make me
false to myself and him Go! base man, and
never enter my presence again!”

Margaret turned to retrace her steps, but Mr.
La Mar stepped before her saying :

“Margaret, you are cruelly unjust, 1 only
meant to save you ; Mr. Aldrich does not, can-
not love you, his nature is low, he cannot be
faithful lo any one.”

“Let me pass! |
word 17

“Go then, but remember the time will come
when | ahall wring your heart as you now wring
mine; when you will plead as earnestly and
vainly for mercy as | have for love; go, and re-
member the love inspired by Etl el was not any-
thing in comparison to the will, tumultuous pas-

will not listen lo another

sion you have awakened ; remember, girl, this
love will change to deadly hate, that will follow
you as long as you live.”

These fierce, wild words were uttered in a

sharp, ringing tone and filled Margaret with a
nameless dread that haunted her for years, but
her heai was erect and her step Arm, as she re-
entered her hompv She made no mention of
what had passed at the iriteMnew with Mr. La
Mar, and three days later gav3tfier hand to Mr.
Aldrich, g”ing at once to make H# home in an
Eastern rffty, where her husband wa”practicing
his projPession. Tk

$3“See “AnUnparalleled Offer” inuext columu.—d.

~SECOND MEETING OP SPIRITUALISTS.

According to the request made by a meeting
held July 6 h, 1886, quite an increased number
of the friends of the spiritual cause met at the
office of Light in the W kst, on Tuesday July
13th, and organized by calling Mr. Archer to
the chair, and appointing Mr. Lyle Secretary.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and
on motion of Mr. Priegel were approved and to
be preserved for record in the book of the records
of the association to be formed, of which this was
the first preliminary meeting.

The report of tlie committee of four appointed
at the last meeting was to the effect that they had
conferred with a large number of Spiritualists,
who without exception expressed themselves as
favorable to an organiza ion for the purpose of
securing regular lectures, and otherwise promot-
ing the interests of the cause; that they would
attend subsequent meetings and aid the work
financially. That suitable Halls could be secur-
ed at from five to ten dollars per month with
seatir g capacity of two hundred to five hundred
persons. The report was approved.

Mr. Goettler made a statement that on ac-
count of having to be absent from the city he
requested the name of Mr. L. Baebler be
placed on the committee instead of his, which
ivs< agreed to and the com., (Messrs Fay, Lyle,
Tibbitt and Baebler,) requested to continue their
work and report at next meeting. They were
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also instructed to secure a large and suitable
room or hall for the next meeting and to an-
nounce the location of the same in next week's
issue of Light in the W e;t.

Mr. Greenwald offered a resolution, which
after general discussion was adopted,—that a
committee of four be appointed by the chair to
draft a C nstitution, By-Laws, Rules or Regula-
tions, for the formation and government of a
spiritual society as contemplated, and to report
at next meeting. The committee appointed con-
sists of Messrs. Greenwald, Priegel, Beckwith
(of East St Louis) and Thompson. On motion
of Mr. Beckwith it was agreed that Mr. Archer
he requested to continm in the paper to so'icit
expression of opinions in relation to asking
the Southern Association of Spiritualists to hold
their meeting here ;iext spring, and to -intimate
if they will aid it financially.

On motion of Mr. Thorp it was agreed that t' e
next meeting be he’d on Tuesday, July 27th, at
7:30 p m.,and that all interested in Spiritualism
are cordially invited to attend.

] On motion adjourned.

Our sanctum was crowded to overflowing at
this meeting, there being more than three times
the number which attended the first one, If the
numbers increase in the same proportion at the
next three meetings we will then need a hall suf-
ficient to seat five hundred persons; hut we do
not expect it. This however shows the interest
existing, and willing to be manifested in the
cause at -H. Louis. The discussions on all the
subjec's that came before the meeting, and in
relation to business were earnest in expression
and harmonious in spirit. All seemed to have
but one great purpose in view, and that was,
organization. When the committee that was in-
structed to secure aroom for the next meeting
have done so we will cheerfully give the no-
tice in next we'k’s issue. Als >in compliance
with the request made of us concerning the

southern association,

we again ask all who feel an interest in secur-
ing that meeting here to ca'l in and s e us or by
letter give us their views. Whatever is d ne
must be settled at our next meeting, as their camp-
meeting at Lookout Mt., Tenn., begins Aug. 1st.

AN UNPARALLELED OFFER.

This week we publish the first chapter of
“ Woman’'s Crown,” a serial story, written by
Mrs. Nettie P. Fox, inspirationally, and to be
continued in the Spiritual Offering. For further
information as to what this story will be, we
refer the readers to this first or introductory
chapter, on another page, and to the Offering
itself. The name of the writer is sufficient
guarantee for the production. By special ar-
rangement with the editors and publishers, we
are able to offer to New Subscribers, that pa-
per and Light in the W est, both one year for
$2.25. Investigators of spiritual philosophy
and its kindred subjects are thinkers and peo-
ple of good sense ; hence ittas been our policy
not to blow very much about what we were
giving them to read, and especially not about
what we were going to do. We are not
ashamed of our record in tbe past. We expect
to make our future not worse than the past,
not only as good as the present, but, now being

a weekly we will double our old issue, and it
is our purpose to be larger and every way bet-
ter than we are at present, before a year rolls
around. Oursubscription price remains at One
Dollar until the first of September. Whether
it will be raised then, and how much, depends
upon our success up to, and propects at, that
time. This agreement with the Offering only
continues till then. New subscribers can secure
both papers for a year by remitting the above
amount ($2.25) in accordance with directions
to be found on our first page.

BOOK AND OTHER NOTICES.

We had acall this week from Mr. H. Vincent
of H. and L. Vincent, publishers and proprie-
tors of The American Nonconformist, Tabor, la.
He walked in and extended his large sun-
burnt hand with a whole souled freedom which
seemed to reiterate the motto of his paper,
“ Total and immediate emancipation from
Slavery to Bondholdrs, Railroad Corporations,
National Banks and Ecclesiatical Dictation.”
He was in the city purchasing mere printing,
material. Of course this means increased dis-
charges of hot shot, which will belch forth
from the old Vincent Nonconformist Battery
up there in lowa. However, part of the new
type he said is to be used for the publication,
in book form of the recent articles “ Why |
Left the Christian Church,” by his father,
James Vincent, Sr., who is editor in chief of
their paper.

triumphant democracy.

This is a book of the day, and for the day.
The degrees of progress and height of attain-
ment, in our republic are sharply delineated
and fully portrayed. A more vivid and yet
more elaborate pict ure of our country’s growth,
in tbe enjoyment of our free institutions has
not been printed within the lids of one volume,
perhaps ever before. While the reader may
or may not agree with the author on various
hints, or suggestions upon economic policy,
yet Americans can but read it with patriotic
impressions of commendation and pride; while
their cousins across the waters will doubtless
read it with many feelings of regret, thinking
that “ things have not been so with us.” Such
is this book, and this is but an inkling from a
glance through its more than five hundred
pages. Labor’s sons of Europe, as well as
Libery’s sons of toil in America, should read
it carefully and think. The book Is composed
of twenty chapters, four nfwhicb,—Conditions
of Life, Education, Agriculture, Art, and Mu-
sic,—are alone worth the price of the book.
Published by Charles Scribner’s Sons, N. Y.

SPECIAL OFFER TO SUBSCRIBERS FOR
LIGHT IN THE WEST.

All those who are now subscribers can have
their subscription renewed for one year after the
end of their present time by sending one dollar
for themselves and one dollar for a new sub-
scriber, provided they send in both at one time
and before September First. Those who have

only six months yet to run please to notice this.



IN' NEW QUARTERS.

Messrs. Lord & Thomas, of Chicago, the well-knt-wn and
popular Advertising Agents are aboutto move into new quar-
ters, which are so spacious, so elegant, and so original mid
novel in their appointments, that they deserve more than a
passing notice

The building, Nos. 45. 47 and 49 Rando.ph St., between
State and Wabash Ave,, is at once the most strikii gin ap-
pearance and the most elegant in Chicago; b uilt of sandstone,
it is 7) by 174 feet, practically Are proof, and lighted on f«ur
sides. Three large elevators and two spacious stairways,
give abundant facilities for passengers and freight.

Messrs. Lord & Thomas will occupy the entire tbird
floor, piving them asuperficial area of nearly 12 000 square
feet. This beautifully lighted room is unbroken by parti-
tions, save aprivate office in one corner, thus bringing the
entire working force of about sixty clerks into one spa-
cious room, certainly the largest office of any advertising
agency in the country, if not the largest business office of
any kind on the continent.

The various departments are so arranged, that the work
passes along with almost mechanical regularity.

While the entire appointments are elegant, the filing de-
partment is arranged on an entirely new principle, which
amounts to an important, invention. Heretofore Advertising
Ageuts have filed their Newspapers in wooden pigeon holes,
which not only excluded the light, but caught and retained
the dust, and thus proved a nuisance. The new filing de-
partment of Messrs. Lord & Thomas, is made ei.tirely of
wire work; aseparate compartment is made for each News-
paper, Magazine and Periodical in the U. S. and Canada,
about 14,000 in all. The various sections are suspended from
tho ceiling, and hanj clear of the floor, leaving a space under
each one so that the entire floor can be swept.

The Chicago Safe and Lock Co., are constructing for the
firm one of the largest safes ever built in Chicago.

Our friends who wish to see a copy of our paper when in
Chicago, can always find it on file at the Agency of Messrs.
Lord & Thomas.

SPECIAL NOTICES.
Again we must refer to terms and say that

the subscription price will remain until
September 1St at One Dollar
per year in advance but we will not send

the paper to any person without payment
in advance unless with a distinct understand-
ing as to terms of payment—$2.00 if not in
advance and we will not send it longer than the
time paid for unless requested to do so at the
above rates. The date with the address on the
wrapper shows the susbcriber when t' e time paid
for is to expire.
8PECIMEN COPIES.

We will send a specimen copy to any one and
will take it as a favor to have list- of names with
addresses sentto us. Any person so receiving
the paper will please accept itas an invitation to
send along the dollar and try us a year.

CLUB RATES.

We aro asked about this and here again we
respond and say that to any one who sends us
seven dollars anxl fifty cents tor ten subscribers
we will credit that person with one copy free,
one year, as club agent. There are hundreds of
circles in which a person with a little effort could
secure the required number of names in an
evening. Who will try ? Send us the names you
want specimen copies sent to and we will help
you. Now since the paper is to be a weekly, there
is no paper that offers such inducements and for
which subscriptions can be had redily.

From this time on the paper will be printed so
as to reach most of our subscribers in the large
cities by each Saturday morning mail. Any who
do not get their paper regularly will do us a favor
by writing us a letter or a postal card at once,
tating what is wanted.
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CAMP MEETING
OF THE

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY SPIRITUALISTSL ASS'N,

The Fourth Annual Camp Meeting of the Missis-
sippi Valley Spiritualists’ Association will be held
at Mount Pleasant Park, the grounds of the asso-
ciation, at ulinton. lowa, commencing on the 4th
day of August and continuing through the month.
These grounds possess a healthful and beautiful lo-
cation, si'uated on an eminence overlooking a city
of twenty thousand peopleand the delightful scenery
of the Mississippi river. Speakers and Mediums
have been engaged, and a programme prepared that
will interest both believers and investigators in
the philosophy and phenomena of Spiritualism.

This is by far the largest Camp Meeting of the
kind in the we>t, and has already "'‘ecome ;in an-
nual and attractive Reunion of the intelligent Spir-
itualists of the Mississippi Yalley and the west.
Genuine mediums are welcomed and every reason-
able facility afforded them. A good time is as-
su ed to all who may desire to attend. For further
particulars, address B. 13 HAKT, Clinton, lowa.

D. SKIiNNER, Sec'y.

Third Annual Camp-Meeting
OF THE

Lookout MountainCamp-Megting Association of Spiritualists
Will be Held on Lookont Mt, near Chattanooga. Tenn.
AUGUST 1st to 30th, 1888.

These camp-grounds are owned by the Asso-
ciation and are admirably located for the pur-
pose in the midst of the Finest Scenery in the
States. As a Health Resort this Mountain is
Famous! The temperature during the whole
summer is cool and pleasant. Ample Hotel
Accomodation is provided on the greunds and
other parts of the mountain. A Mountain
Railroad will convey passengers up the moun-
tain, making frequent trips from Chattanooga,
so that all who desire can easily stop at hotels
in the city ard daily attend the meeting.
Two Carriage Roads up the Mountain afford
pleasant drives for tourists aud others who
desire to see the grand scenery along ihe
ascent. From the summit will break forth a
kaleidoscopic view, which will almost inspire
the beholder that he has become a dweller in
the realms of spirit. On the mountain the vis-
itors will find points of interest for many day’s
excursions: Added to all this,there will be Daily
Spiritual Meetings. There have been engaged
several noted speakers and mediums for the
platform exercises. All mediums are invited,
and will be given ample opportunity to hold
private seances and receive sitters, reduced
railroad rates Will be effected from all parts
of the United States, giving a reduced return
ticket to all who, previous to starting, obtain
proper blanks from G. W. Kates, Secretary,
Atlanta, Ga. Address him at an early date
previous to the .meeting, Address Stoops &
Brown, Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga,Tenn.
for hotel rates and accomodations. Tenting
Space will be Given Free to any who will
bring their own tents. For further particulars,
address the Secretary.
G. W. Elates Sec'y

Atlanta, Ga.

P.B. Alberts, Pres.
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Send six cts. postage, name, age, sex, leading symptoms
and receive diagnosis of your case with directions that will
lead to recoveryy. M AGNETISED SILK
that has the miraculous power of giving relief to painful dis-
orders, sent for 15cts. persheet, 4 for 60 cts, 10 for $1.00.

Address: Dr. FRANKLIN WRAY, Andrew, lowa.

THE HARMONIA.

A Monthly Magazine devoted to Spiritualism.
Subscription price, $1 per annum ; single copies
10c. P A. Richards, Editor and Proprieter, MrE.
Alice Black, Associate Editor and Medium.

Published at 878 S. Eighth St., Waco, Tex,
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DIRECTORY COLUMN.

This column will be prominent and kept near to
reading matter for purpose of making it a ready
reference where persons can have tlieir Name
Address and short notice of business. Each
Card will have space of one-hall inch uniformly
set in small type with the name only displayed
Kafes : One-halt:inch inserted one time for $150
six times $6 00, 12 times $10 00. one year |1500
payable monthly or quarterly in advance.

Address or send drafton St. Louis, New York oi
Postal Note, Post Office order, or s-mall amounts Ir
Registered letter.

Lightin the
314 ChestnutStreet, niieeiennns St. Louts Mo.

Campbell, R »sA . 415" Olive St. Teacher and
practitioner of Psychic Healing and Palmistry. Office hour?
1to 3P. M. Consultation free. Correspondence solicited

Cordingley, Geo.V. independentSlate W riter,
holds daily and nightly seances at his home, 1604 Pine St.;
also teaches develloping classes every day and evening.

Hoatetter, Thoi. No.2126 Olive St. St. Loni
Mo. Magnetic. Treats diseases with great success, using no
medicine.—see advertisement in this paper.

McGindley,Mrs. M. L. Mandan, D, T.
Clairvoyant and Business Medium. Six questions answered
for $1. Life Horoscope sent for $2. satisfaction guaranteed

Mellon, John S. 710 Olive street., St. Louis,
has for sale lands in Missouri, Arkansas and Texas. Also
agent for the St. Louis Wire Steam Washer

Thayer,
York City.
flowers.

Mrs. M. B. 323West 34th st., New
Seance every Thursday eve.
Independant Slate Writing.

Manifestation of

Thomas, Dr. R. M. cardington, Ohio, Manufac-
turer of Electro Magnetic Battery and Supporter combined,
for either sex Prices $10 & $12. See ad. in this paper.

A SUBSTANTIAL GOOD WISH.

Editor Light in toe W e-t: Dear Sir,- Please
insert the foll owing notice in your columns, to
wit:  From June first to September first, | will
answer all letters of a business character addressed
to me free of charge, when accompanied with
a r. ceipt from you to them for one years subcrip-
tion to L ight in the W est, dated after May 16
and three stamps. | do this to show my appre-
ciation of your journal and trust that all friends
of our cause whom | can assist will lake advan-
tage of this offer. Yours Bespectfully,

Mary L. McGindley,
Clairvoyant and Business Medium.
Mandan,Dakota, May 6, 1886.

OUR CLUB LIST.

We will send Light in the West and any
of the followiug publications one year at the
price opposite each.

1.50

3.00
1.50
3.00
3.00
2.50
4.00
1.60
2.60

Beligio-Philosophical Journal.............
Spiritual Offering...........cccocoviiiiienn, -

The Beacon Light...

150
1.50
1.50
2.C0

The South’'n Cult'r & Dixie Farmer......
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BANNER OF LIGHT.

The oldest journal in the world devoted to the

STI2L12 r/A1 TJI/L OSOT&Y.
Issued weekly at Bosworth Street (form-
erly Montgomer¥ Place), Boston, Mass.

oL and K1CH,
PUBLISHERS & PROPRIETORS.
Isaac B. Rich, Bus. Ba'g'r, Luther Colby, Ed'r, John W. Hay, Ass'IEd'r.
Aided by alarge corps of able writers.

The Banner is afirst-class Family Newspaper
of eight pages—COﬂtaining forty cclomnJs of
INTERESTING & INSTRUCTIVE READING-embracing
ALITERARY DEPARTMENT, REPORTS OF SPIRITUAL
lectures, original ESSAYS-Upon Spiritual,Phil
osophical and Scientifio Subjects. editorial de-
partment, SPIRIT-MESSAGE DEI*ARMENT, and CON-

TRIBUTIONS by the most talented writers in the
world, etc., etc.

Terms of Subsmpnon in Advance
Per Year. $3.00
Six Months, . . 1.50
3 Months, - .75

Postage Free
Advertisements published at twenty cents per
line for the first, and fifteen cents per line for each
subsequent insertion.
Subscriptions discontinued at the expiration of
the time paid for.
53* Specimen copies sent free.

Publish and keeplfor'sale at"*holesale incT Retail
a complete sale assortment of Spiritual, Progress-
ve, Reformatory and Miscelaneous Books.

SPIRITUALISTIC,
The Olive Branch.

A monthly. 20 pages, devoted to the cause
of Spiritualism and its Philosophy.
S1 00 | ~VTear.

Published by D. Jones,
49 Rutger St. - - - - Utica, N- Y.

THE GOLDEN GATE,

A large eight-page Weekly Paper, “Devoted
to the elevation of humanity in this life, and a

search for the evidences of life beyond.” J. J.
Owen, Editor and Manager. M rs. Mattie P.
Owen, Assistant, San Francisco, Cal. Terms—

$2.50 per annum. Send for sample copies.

TEWATCHMAN

An 8-pag Monthy Journal, devoted to the inter-

rests 01 Humanity and Spiritualism.
Also, a Mouth-piece of lie American and East
ern Congress in Spirit Lite.
WATCHAN, Fpirit Editor.
Published by Boston StarA C escentCo., 1090 CentralPark
Ave - Millard Postal Station, Chicago, lllinois.
Hattie /».Berry, Editress & Mg’r, AutburB.Shedd, As’t Mg’r,
Terms ofSubscription, in Advance.
$1.00 6 months $0.50
8:00 | Single copieB 110
Sample copies free:
U. S: Postage stamps will be received for fractional parts
of adollar: (Is & 2s preferred):
£3= Remit by P: O: rder, drawn on Chicago, 111:,
Registered letter: 23" payable to
Hattie A. Berry, Editress and Manager:

One year
Clubs of 10

or by

FOUNDATION PRINCIPLES
Advocates a Humanitarian Spiritualism. Published
semi-monthly at Clinton, la., and commences its 3rd vol-
ume June st 86-8. * columned pages. $1 per year, and
during its rd year offers Foot’sHealth * onthly, 'b
paged, 50 cents per year, as apremiumto all new sub-

sciibers You can’t do better than to send for it.

the Southern Trade Gazette.

Devoted to the Business Welfare of the South.
Subscription ... $1.00 per Year.

JAS.L. RUBEL President.
CHAS. H. SMITH Secretary and Treasurer.

CHAS. H. SM ITH oo Editor.
Address all communications to

Gazette Pub. Co., --mLouisville, Ky.

LIGHT IN THE WEST.

THE ROSTRUM.

A* C.COTTON, Editor and Publisher.
A fortnightly journal devoted to the Philosophy of

Spiritualism, Liberalitm and the Progress of Humanity.
The Rostrum will be supplied to subscribers at the fol-

lowing rates:

lyear $1.00----- 6 months 50 cents.-—— 3 months, 25 cents

All money orders and remittances must be made paya-
ble to A. C- COTTON, Vineland, N- J.

THE NEW THOUGHT.

A vigorous P-page journal, devoted to Spiritualism,
General Religious and Political Reform. Published
every Saturday by MOSES HULL & CO.
at I>ES MOINES, la. The organ ofthe Mississippi
Valley Astoeiation of Spiritualists.

Terms of Subsciption
$1.50 | | hree months .. $.40
Six months. ... 75JSingle numbers. .5

The New Thought will be sent to new subscribers on
trial three months, for 25 cents—a sum which barelv
covers the price of blank paper and press-work.

Address all communications to

oses ull cfc Oo,,
IDES MOIKTES; 10 'W A..

HELPS TO LITERATURE STUDY.

1. Outline Studies in Holmes, Bryant, W hittier, their

Poems. 32 pages. 10 cents.

2. Outline Studies in the loetry and Prose of James
Bussell Lowell, 31 pages. 10 cents.

3. Ten Great Novels. Suggestions for Clubs and Private
Reading. 23 pages. 10 cents.

4. Selections from KobertBrowning and others for Chil-
dren, Teachers and Parents. 62 pages. 20 cents.
5. Unity Clubs. Suggestions for the formation of £tudy
Classesin Literature. 21 pages. Scents.
The Five Pamphlets, post-paid, SO cents,
Chartes H. Kerr & Co,, 175 Dearborn St.,

ST.LOUIS PATENT

Artesian Well Machine Co.

Office: 818 Pine st., St. Louis.

Manufacturers of the Celebrated

VICTOR
WELL
AUGER

Varying from 6 inches to 4} feet in diameter.
Will bore through all kinds of earth, slate, coal
or soft rock.

THE ARTESIAN

Combined Auger and Drill,

will drill through rock or any other subetanceto
any depth, with horse or steam power, for less
money than any other drill. Send for catalogue.
Enquirers please mention this paper.

SCIENTIFICAMERICAN

ESTABLISHED 1846.

The most poEUIar W e ekly newspaper devoted
to science, mechanics, engineering, discoveries, in-
ventions and patents everpubllshed Every num-
ber illustrated with splendid engravings. This
publication furnishes amost valuable encyclopedia
ofinformation which no person should be wit out
The popularity of the Scientific American
3uch thatits circulation nearly equals that ofa\l
other B pers of its class combined. Price. $3.20 a
year. Discountto Clubs. Sold by all newsdealers.
MUNN &CO Publishers, No. 36lBroadway, N. Y.
nm Munn & Co. have
VJ* SJ%I?ﬁd Th |rl
practice before
the Patent Office and have prepared
more than One Hundred ThOU
and applications for patents in the
ited States and foreign countries.
Caveats, Trade-Marks, Copy-rights,
Assignments, and all other papers for
| securing to inventors their rights in the
| United States, Canada, England, France,
1Germany and other foreign countries, pre-
| pared atshort notice and on reasonable terms.
Information asto obtaining patents cheer-
fully given without charge. Hand-books of
=information sent free. ~ Patents obtained
through Munn &Co. are noticed in the Scientific
American free. The advantage of such notice is
well understood by all persons who wish to dls-
pose of their patents.
Address MUNN & CO., Office fidBNTirio
American, 961 Broadway, New Yotfc.

AcUress
Chicago.

F'Y
kATrn

. ie.siiaw
2706 INDIANA AVE

SPIRITUAL READER.

FOR LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.
Take Gravois Road Cars.

Mrs.

Office Hours 10 to 4.

I _iSbixIS-ton

-Ladies and Gents.
Hours from8a. m.to 6 p. m.
No. 108 North 13th S . Bet, Chestnut & Pine Sts.

For

A ILSITLL\WV A,

A responsible and reliable

CLAIRVOYANT AND CLAIRAUDIANT ~ MEDIUM.

Gives sittings daily and may be consulted by mail.

TJ1ST

1425 PINE SHEET., ST,LOUIS, MO.

DR. J. C. PHILLIPS,
Clairvoyant & Magnetic Healer.

My powers and skill are well known to the public.

Correspondence Solicited.
OMRO, Wisconsin

THOMAS HOSTETTER,

MAGNETIC

No.2125 0 XjIVE STR EET,
ST. XiOTJIS,

No Medicine Used.
At Home from 7to 9a. m. and from4to7p m

JAS. DURELL,
SPIRITUAL READER & MAGNETIC HEALER.

Chronic di ease treated without medicine. Letters of
inquiry promptly answered. Important changes of life shown
and how to prevent them.

Office Hours from 9 a. m. to 4 p. m.
1217 Washington Ave-, - ST. LOUIS, Mo

duco

C.L.HERRING

M agnetic Physician.
No medication or electricity. Hurst's New Hotel,
Broadway and Chestnut st., Parlor No. 1.

corner

M agnetism !
C.TUCKETT, 914 Locust St.

My Magnetic Power over Rheumatism, Paraly-
sis, Neuralgia, Pains In Pit of Stomach, Female
Complaints and Pains in the Back is wonderful. No
medicines given. Hours, 9 to 12 Shirp. | have the
highest testimonials in ihe city. Consultation free.

"Free Thinker's Magazine.

H. L. GREEN, Editor and Publisher.

Published Monthly at Salamanca, N. Y.
Single Number, 25cts.
Six Months, $1 00; One Tear, $2.00.

THE ALTRUIST.

Is amonthly paper, partly in Phonetic spelling,
and devoted to common property, united labor,
Community homes, and equal rights to all. 50cts.
a year ; specimen copie3 free. Address A. Long-
ley, Editor, Sulphur Springs, Mo.



fTp i"w" To those afflicted with this
JL J L J L terrible disease we say,—do
not be discouraged whenyour physician says your case is
incurable. | guarantee to cure if you try my special treat-
ment. Correspondence Solicited.

MARY DUFF,
CLAIRDESCENT PHYSICIAN,

107 N 8th St. - - ST. LOUIS, MO.

MRS. BERTHA WUPPER,

No. 1020 S. THIRTEENTH ST.

One door south of Choteau Ave. ST. LOUIS. MO

CORNS EXTRACTED,
Without Pain.
25c each. All troubles of the feet treated in a skillful manner.

Dr. N. Kennison & Son.

AlsG alady manicure to attend to the Finger Nails

623J Olive Street, St. Louis.

Miller,
Fashionable

HAT T ER

GLOVES, UMBRELLAS, etc.
St. Louis, Mo.

Ben

005 ITra-nklin .Ave.,

M. GOETTLER and CO.

1260 S. BROADWAY.
KEEPS A LARGE LINE OF

ats! Hats!
Established 1853.

Qorect Styles at Moderate Prices.

Painless Dental Rooms.

S. E. Cor. Ninth and Washington Ave.,
|
Dr. D. JACOB.
Dr. I. RADOMOKY.

Nature’s own Restorer, Electricity.

\\ U hs 7/ \ n
' N — A\ /

Dr R. M. Thomas Electro Magnetic Battery and S”pporter
combined has restored many invalid ~to health and happi-
ness,after the most eminent Physicians had failed. Prof.
A. B. French of Clyde O. says “ your belt has clone more
than you claimed it would for me.” Invalids should investi-
gate this wonder of wonders thatis used and endorsed by
Physicians. Can be worn by either sex,a specific for all kid-
ney disease,rheumatism, female weakness,general debility,
nervousness,and many ailments flesh is heir to.Price of Belt
furnished in r**d morrocco $10 white kid $12. when ordering
send size around back and abdomen. Send 4cts in stamps,
and leading symptoms to Dr. R. M. THOMAS, Lock Box 417
Cardington, Morrow Co., Ohio, and he will return you a
scientific diagnosis, and book of testimonials free.

LIGHT IN THE WEST.

| ULtIM
Pennsylvania  Route,
S
QUICKEST. SAFEST and BEST LINE.

FOUR Hoars Quickest between

Stlouis?NewYork

Two Trains Daily Each Way With
Pullman’s Hotel and Buffet Sleep-
ing Cars, through without change, pass-
ing through Indianapolis, Columbus,
Pittsburg, and Philadelphia.
No Change of Cars of Any Class between

St.Louis Pittsburg

Trains Running Through solid.
RATES as LOW as by any other

Lines.
Apply to ticket agents of connecting lines, and
in purchasing tickets, be sure that they read,
over

Yandalia and Pennsylvania
Route.

For further Information apply to
E. =£Eortl,

GENERAL PASSENGER AGENT,

ST.LOUIS, JtlO.

Art Rooms & Looking Glass Store.
CHOICE PAINTING S AND ENGRAVINGS.
Regilding and Repairing.

Removing, Hangings, and everything in Looking-Glass and
Picture line. Call or send to

Geo. M. Harding,
1225 OLIVE STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO-

ST. LOUIS WIRE STEAM WASHER,
Office 710 Olive Street, St Louis, Mo.

The Greatest Invention of the Age.

A child eight years old cau operate it. Does not wear or
tear the c othes as the washing is done entirely by the
power of steam.

S ives labor, time, soap and clothes.
wash 25shirts in 26 minutes.

The machine passes directly through the clothes and
washes them evenly and not in streaks, and bleaches them

the same time. Price $6.00

The machine will
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POPULAR RAILWAY

OF THE CENTRAL STATES.

ONLY LINE

Reaching: by &' yt routes aII the following

ST. LOUIS, INDIANAPOLIS,
CHICAGO, FORT WAYNE,
DETROIT, LAFAYETTE,
TOLEDO, SPRINCFIELD,
KANNIBAL, QUINCY,
KEOKUK PEORIA,
KANSAS CITY, COUNCIL BLUFFS
ST. JOSEPH, OMAHA,
DES MOINES, OTTUMWA
Embracing the Princi al Points of the Six Great
States of Michigan, Ol Indiana. Illinois, lowa

and Missouri, with Branch Lines or Close Connec-
tions to other cities not mentioned above.

T HROUGH SLEEPING PAR IINES

Between St. Louis, New York and Boston, via
NiagaraFalls; Chlcago and New York, via Detroit
md Niagara Falls; St. Louis and St. Paul and
Minneapolis; St. Louis and Chicago; St. Louis and
Kansas City; St.Louis and St. Joseph; St. Louis
and Council Bluffs and Omaha; St. Louis and Des
Moines; St. Louis and Toledo; St. Louis and De-
troit; Chlcago and Kansas Clty Kansas City and
Des Moines; Detroit and Indianapolis.

THE BEST ROUTE

Via Detroit or Toledo, to all parts of the
EAST; via Detroit, Chicago, Ottumwa or
Des Moines, to all parts ofthe NORTH; via
Indianapolis, St. Louisor Kansas City, to all
paftsofthe SOUTH; via Kansas City, St. Jo-
seph or Omaha, to all parts of the WEST.

NO LINE CAN EQUAL THE CAR SERVICE
OF THE

GREAT WABASH RoUTE

It includes Handsome New Coaches, Luxurious
FREE Reclining Chair Cars, the Best Equipped
Dining Carson the Continent, the latest and most
Elegant Pullman Buffet and Sleeping Cars, the
Splendid and Novel Mann Boudoir Cars and Pal-
ace Woodruff Sleeping Cars.

EVERYONE WHO TRAVELS before starting to

make a portlon of hls_Hourne¥ or aII |fE033| le,
over the WABAS
Any Coupon TlcketAgent in the Unlted States or
Canadawill sell you ticketsvia theill IRA All
and give all desired information. WADAOH
For Maps, Time Tables, etc., write to

F. CHANDLER, Gen’l Pass, and Ticket Agent,

8T. LOUIS, MO,

THE NEW YORE BEACON LIGHT.
An Independent Weekly Spiritual Journal,
giving messages from our loved ones in spirit
life and containing matter of general interest con-
nected with Spiritual Science.
Freefrom controlleray and personalities.
Mrs- M E. WILLIAMS) Editor and Publisher.
Subscription Rates:
$2.00. 6 Mon., $1.1)0, 3 Mon , $0.50.
POSTAGE FREE

Rates of Advertising:

One dollar per inch for first insertion; fifty
cents for each subsequent one. No advertisment
inserted for less than $1.00.

Specimen Copies sent free on Application.

Newsdealers supplied by the American News
Co., 39 and 41 Chambers Street, New York.

All communications and remittances should

be addressed to Mrs. M. E. Williams,
ass Wert 46th St. New York

One Year,
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Ohio and.
OTississippiR”™y

The Direct and Fast Line to
iTBf

at'M s w o diiii,

W A SSiliraT O II,

M M xm m m m @

|E

SOLID DAILY TRAINS to
CINCINNATI and LOUISVILLE
10 HOURS, with Through Day Cars, Parlor Cars and
alace Sleeping Coaches. No Change of Cars for any class of
a&sengers.

P-pAaiLy TRAINS

ToWashington in 28 Hours
To Baltimore in 29 Hours

This is4 HOURS QUICKER than the fastest time by any
other line.

The Day Express has elegant Day Coaches and Luxuriant
Parlor Cars, from st .Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with
sleeper for Washington aud Boston.

The Nigh Express has leepers through without change. No
other line’from St Louis runs Through Sleeping cars to the
NATIONAL CAPITAL.

PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS

are run by the “ O. it M.” Night Express from

if. LOUISt©IIW YOKE

Without Change in 39 Honrs.

1SST T@ JA®KS@NmMG.E

And Winter Resorts in the Southeast.
The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cars and Palace
Sleeping Coaches by this Line from

St Louis to Cincinnati & Louisville

Taking direct connections at both points with morning and
evening Express Trains, having Palace Hotel aud sleeping
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville with-
out change.

No Ferries or Transfers by this Route !

The Only Line running a Sleeping Car
of any description between
St Louis &Cincinnati.

ForTickets, Rates, or any particular information call ou

icket Agents of connecting lines, West, Northwest and
outhwest.

Orin St Louis, at 101 & 103 N. Fourth Street.

H. W. PEABODY, W. B. SHATTUC,

Pfes't and General Manager, General Pass'r Agent.
CINCINNATI, OHIO.

G. D. BACON, Gen'l Western Passenger Agent,
ST. LOUIS, BO,

LIGHT IN THE WEST.

ISSOI111
?rACIFl16

S TRAINS DAILY TO 3
Kansas City.
DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT

Kass Aty ad Orvasma
TO ALL POINTS IN THE WEST.

2 Trains Daily To Q>
Leavenworth,  Atchison,
St. Joseph & Omaha.

Elegant Pullman Palace Sleeping and

Buffet cars on all trains

T he lron Mountain Route
IS THE ONLY LINE DIRECT TO ALL POINTS IN

ARKANSAS and TEXAS.

ONLY ROUTE TO THE

FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS.

OF ARKANSAS.
ONLY ONE CHANGE OF CARS BETWEEN

St. louis IsHan Francisco

Solid Trains Through to
Memphis, Tenn., and
GALVESTON, TEXAS.

Daily line of sleeping ears through to

MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS.

W. H. Mewman, h.C. Townsend,

Gen'l Traffic Manager. Gen'l Pass, and Ticket Agt

ST. LOUIS.

v UXURYI

Iee LHjimW SiWI\H t"»i e Tg

(I. & St. L. andC.C.C. & I. Ry’s))

With its New Equipment, Excellent
Road Bed, and possessing every ap-
pliance for Luxurious Travel known
to be serviceable, offers to passengers

for

INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI,
CLEVELAND, BUFFALO,

NEW ENGLAND Cities

Fast Time, Sure Connections,

Palace Sleeping Coaches

WHICH RUN THROUGH TO

mm? W,

BOSTON

WITHOUT CHANGE.

To persons going* WEST or SOUTHWEST on
pleasuse or business, and to

Western Land Skers

The accommodations offered by this Line are
unsurpassed. Direct connections are made for
all points in

MISOURI, ARKANSAS,

TEXAS, KANSAS,
NEBRASKA, COLORADO,
CALIFORNIA & MEXICO,

AVOIDING TRANSFERHDELAY

If youcontemplate ajourney anywhere, do not
complete your arrangments until you have seen
a BEE TANE Agent, who will furnish

LOWEST RATES

d give full information.

,J.Smith,{gm T.fITTSID. B. Martin,

mMPass’r Agt "fcJ A ¢ Hv/ U ID J Genl West'n igt



