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Doctrine of Survival in Modern Thought

TEACHINGS OF THEOSOPHY

By CHARLOTTE E. WOODS

MONG the modern teachings which take o surviving personality  for

granted, modern Theosophy is among the most important, and we
conclude our survey by a statement of some of its main teachings about the
soul and the after-life.
When Madame Blavatsky brought to an astonished world, in 1875, an
outline of Trans-Himalayan Occultism, very little was then known of the
profound thoughts of the East concerning man’s nature and destiny. The

soul, denied in Buddhism, recognised but unanalysed in Christianity, ignored
or only partially acknowledged by modern Science and Philosophy, was
presented by her in the grandiose form of the ancient Vedanta, perhaps the
most majestic ever given to the world.

The Self of Brahman and the Self of Man are one. Man is not a derivative-
self : he is Brahman under successive veils of matter which shut away his
divinity and produce the illusion of separateness and multiplicity.  To know
the Self as one is to break through these veils and enter the Light which life
in form has for a time obscured, that its recovery may be the brighter in the
end. No question, then, for the Indian, whether or not the Self be real ;
it is the whole of being.

But when Brahman puts on veils, His Light, dimly shining through shades
of different densities, constitutes the personal man. The forms and veils
are many, the Light coming through is ever one. “ He wills: T shall be
many,” and produces henceforth His offspring, not by multiplving the one
Light, but by fashioning the many forms.

Immortality thus goes without saying, for death cannot extinguish the one
Light which is Brahman ; at least it can but destroy some of the forms which
obscure the Light.

We say ““ some source,” for in this teaching a man has several *“ vestures "’
or bodies. Spiritualists acknowledge but two—a physical and an etheric.
Theosophy, like ancient Egypt, postulates five, corresponding to the five
planes upon which man works out, and ultimately transcends, his evolution.
Our globe consists of the physical world and two spheres of invisible, subtle
matter surrounding it—a triple region wherein we are active during
incarnation, and wherein we dwell during the intervening period between
physical death and physical re-birth. These two concentric and related
spheres form with the physical the human arena ; they are man’s school-
house, the plane of his human evolution par excellence. Beyond them are two
interpenetrative spiritual spheres, which are the highest reaches of his five-
fold universe, but into which he may not consciously pass till Initiation has
opened for him the gateway unto life beyond normal human attainment.

Perfection means the ultimate mastery of the entire five-fold universe, so that,
whether in the physical or any other body, a man may bring the powers of
the spiritual realms into play, and live on and from the two higher reaches as
naturally as he now lives in the physical world. Being spiritual, they are not
far away at some cxalted height, but are universal states, touching the spheres
below at every point, being indeed the transmitted life of the lower worlds
and of all beings evolving thercon. But average humanity would as yet have
no consciousness there.  For it the three-fold arena of his own globe must
for the time suffice.

The three worlds are really one world under three aspects. The two beyond
the physical are of matter too rarified and sensitive for cognition by our physical
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