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TELEPATHY IN HARNESS

FRENCH AUTHOR’S EXAMINATION OF
VARIOUS THEORIES
By H. F. PREVOST BATTERSBY

ORE than half a century ago, the term Telepathy was coined by a

distinguished member of the Society for Psychical Research, and, twenty
years later, its Secretary affirmed: ‘‘ It has been proved that the human
intelligence can acquire knowledge otherwise than by means of the five senses.
In other words, telepathy is a proved fact.”

In consequence, M. René Warcollier speaks of *‘ the acceptance of
telepathy by English scholars,”” ignoring the indomitable band still struggling
for its recognition under that ‘‘ banner with a strange device,”” E.S.P.

M. Warcollier is thus not con-
cerned with marshalling masses of
evidence, but with *‘ the question of
the mental processes which charac-
terise those who ‘send’ and those
who ‘receive’ impressions;’’ an
Euclidian method which would
prove production by discovering the
method of it.

He admits at the outset that,
though cases of spontaneous tele-
pathy are not at all rare, attempts
at voluntary telepathic transmission
are generally unsuccessful, and that,
though telepathy appears to be real,
its laws are very obscure.

What, he asks, is transmitted?
and though that may seem an
obvious and easily answered query,
it offers more ‘' avenues to be
explored '’ than might appear. H. F. PREVOST BATTERSBY

Here is an example. The agent,
that is, the transmitter, drew a lyre, resembling a vase mounted on a pedestal.
The percipient said : *‘ I have got the notion of a flute—or of some musical
instrument or other. I see many lines. It resembles a vase, but it is not a
vase. Now it is like a harp; there are several strings—like a little gridiron."’
So, though the percipient sensed the musical aroma, and drew the object
exactly, he did not succeed in grasping what the object was: he saw the
picture, but not the agent’s mind.

Mrs. Sidgwick once noted as significant in many cases the analytical
character of the transmission and the incomplete synthesis effected in the
emergence. As an illustration, from the study of some thirty-five unpublished
records, M. Warcollier has set out certain peculiarities of reception; how in
some cases one obtains correspondence in form or colour only; in others,
movement, or the idea of movement ; in some, again, details of form, isolated
and not understood; in others, form, or part of form, with subconscious




